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XT be fl. s. H. Weigbeb in tbe balance♦ jfounb Wanting?
HOW SHALL THE N. S. fl. BE SUSTAINED?

Responsibility of Delegates—Practical Suggestions

To tlie Editor:—In response to your 
request for my views upon the present 
status of the N. Si A., I submit the fol­
lowing as a result of close observation 

\ since 1893:
.You ask and very pertinently, “Has 

the N. 8. A. failed during the seven 
years of its existence to meet the re­
quirements of Spiritualism and Spirit- 
ualists? If so, wherein? What will 
promote its welfare, and what will 

.remedy its apparent defects?”
x Not even the most sanguine Spiritual­
ist could say that the present N. 8. A. 
meets the requirements of Spiritualists. 
The methods employed in organizing 
and conducting the same have not been 
adapted to achieve great success, and 
each year seems to increase the dis­
tance between the body politic of Spirit­
ualists and the N. 8. A. Notwithstand­
ing a general call was made iu 1893, the 
attendance at the first convention did 
not represent adequately the movement. 
However, those who were present did 
yeoman service, and took hold of the 
work with a vigor which meant suc­
cess, hoping that their efforts would be 
appreciated, and that later on those 
who did hot respond.to the call then, 
would fall Into line and help push for­
ward the great and important work of 
organization. In thia the pioneers were 
disappointed, lack of Interest, and even 
marked opposition was manifested, to 
a great degree arid still continues. So 
long as Spiritualists are at variance 
upon many Important points, and allow 
themselves to be influenced by Jealousy 
and antagonize all who differ from 
them, the work of organization will be 
retarded. The annual conventions are 
now in a great measure arenas, where 
the welfare of Spiritualists, and meas­
ures which should be discussed for the 
benefit of societies and the protection’ 
of our genuine mediums seem of sec- 

■ opdary importance when. contrasted
With the all-absorbing Interest taken in 
the question as to wno shall secure the 
coveted places upon the Board of 
Trustees,. Can we expect, then, such 
methods, to meet the needs.of .Spiritual­
ists, who claim to, and should be work­
ing along the lines of Spiritual Har- 
monlal Philosophy? The .various use­
less and objectionable measures which 
have been adopted from time to time, in 

• the form of amending or revising the
Constitution and By-Laws of the asso­
ciation, has had much to do wltb allen- 

• ating the people from the N. 8. A. It Is 
not for the members of tho Board of 
Trustees to create, even If they could, a

National Association, but to execute tbe 
measures adopted by the delegates of 
the convention, which should be the 
supreme body. If the Trustees fail lu 
this duty; as. has been suggested by 
some, it certainly is not calculated to 
produce practical or harmonious re­
sults. Co-operation is absolutely neces­
sary. /•

On the other hand, if the delegates 
shirk'their duty, voting carelessly upon 
important measures, without reflecting 
how their acts will affect the Spiritual­
ists as a whole—if .they disregard the 
responsibility which has been placed 
upon them by the societies they repre­
sent, then the N. S. A. will not be a suc­
cess. Or, if the- Board of Trustees 
relegate to themselves the • right to 
ignore the instructions of the conven­
tion, when carried by a majority vote, 
and act in accordance with their own 
inclinations, then their actions are in­
deed open, to criticism, and so far are 
responsible for dissatisfaction.

Why is it that the N. 8. A. is not more 
solidly organized after seven years’ 
hard work. Between $25,000 and $30,000 
have been spent in that time, yet where 
do we find ourselves at the present 
time? The amount of labor expended 
by President Barrett is well known and 
appreciated, as well as that of all other 
earnest workers. Much missionary 
work has been-done and societies or­
ganized, nnd mass meetings held, but 
most of the societies so chartered are 
numerically and financially weak, and 
are unable to contribute more than a 
mere pittance towards the financial 
support of the parent body. Altogether 
the financial support so far, has been 
barely sufficient for running expenses, 
and no Board of Trustees can reach 
practical results when they are obliged 
constantly to appeal for financial aid. 
In view of all that has been done, the 
N. 8. A. Is not on a solid foundation, but 
is dependent on the fluctuating interest 
of the people.

What, then, is the matter? We an­
swer, that the N. 8. A. has been handi­
capped from the beginning, on account 
of the weak condition of the majority 
of the Spiritualist societies throughout 
the country, and which have been un­
able to respond to the needs of a Na­
tional delegate body. In view of this 
fact, has the time'not come to adopt the 
plan of lay membership? This would 
enhance Individual interest and render 
financial aid by the payment of a 
yearly fee,

Under the peculiar conditions which

have prevailed among Spiritualists, and 
tbe lack of interest everywhere man­
ifested, and the difficulty experienced 
by the officers in carrying on the work 
of the local societies, a few years have 
sufficed to show that the N. 8. A. could 
not be sustained by the societies com­
posing its membership, and that the 
greater part of the financial burden 
must be borne by individual Spiritual­
ists, who, no matter how generous they 
were in their support, were debarred by 
tbe provisions of the Constitution from 
having any vote in the annual conven­
tions or voice In its deliberations. This 
shut out many earnest Spiritualists who 
lived in localities where there was no 
regular society, and so could not be rep­
resented in tne convention, unless by 
chance they were appointed to serve as 
a delegate by proxy for some society of 
which they knew nothing.

At the last convention, one of the 
largest subscribers to the Mayer Fund 
was placed in this unenviable position. 
No one questioned hls interest in the 
cause, hls integrity, or hls ability, yet 
the Constitution compelled him to sit 
idly by until he was given a proxy vote, 
while many so-called societies, which in 
many cases only held one or two meet­
ings in a year, by virtue of a charter 
which cost five dollars, had the right to 
appoint a proxy who could vote the ex­
penditure of thousands of dollars with­
out contributing more than the merest 
pittance, which in many instances was 
paid by a member for the purpose of 
representation. We fall to see wherein 
this differs from individual mem­
bership.

Don’t misunderstand me and assume 
that in my opinion the payment of a 
sum of money ought to entitle tbe donor 
to a delegate’s seat. Far from that, but 
It ought to be-self-evident to all, that 
those who supply the financial support 
ought to be entitled to some considera­
tion in its expenditure. The Massa­
chusetts State Association, which has 
always been most flourishing, by adopt­
ing the plan of Individual membership, 
with the right to vote upon the payment 
of yearly dues, augments its member­
ship each year, and continued interest 
is maintained by its movable mass 
meetings. An amendment to the Con­
stitution, providing for Individual mem­
bership, has been introduced for the 
consideration of the next convention.,' I 
trust that it* will be adopted, as it will 
be an incentive to many to attend the 
conventions, who do not do. so now;

Individual membership would not pe 
necessary if the societies.which con­
stitute the N. 8. A.- were financially 
strong and able to support the National 
Association. Such is far from being 
the case. *

The writer has traveled from Maine

to California, visiting many societies in 
the trip across the continent, only to 
find that with a few notable exceptions, 
the officers of the societies claimed they 
bad the utmost difficulty in meeting 
current expenses. Lack of Interest and 
non-support, was the universal com­
plaint. It is estimated that there are 
over 600 societies of Spiritualists, yet 
only about 30 of that number are able 
to employ the best talent obtainable/ 
and maintain meeting^ throughout the 
season, without anxious thought as to 
where the money Is coming from to 
meet the bills. This is to be deplored, 
and every measure should be taken to 
strengthen the societies already organ­
ized. This being the st^te of affairs, 
how can such societies, being unable to 
meet local expenses, subscribe sufficient 
funds to carry on the National Associa­
tion? If it were not for-the individual 
subscriptions the expenses could not be 
met. Why then do so maty strenuously 
object to individuals having a voice in 
the conduct of the N. S. A. ?

There are many inclined to find fault 
with the financial expenditures, yet the 
laborer Is worthy of hls hire, and if a 
N. 8. A. is really .wanted, provisions 
must be made to pay the bills, Many 
do not have the opportunity of finding 
out how muchmopey this requires 
yearly, and they will perhaps be inter­
ested’in the following statement of the 
yearly receipts and expenditures, as 
compiled from the official reports. The 
fiscal year closes October 1 of each year. 
Mediums Fund. -^Babe Will Fund.

$ 40.25 1896. .$859.00
1897.. 107.90

1894
1895-1896.. 465.89- ■
1897 5.00

$466.90
$520.14 * “

These special funds 
for general expenses.'

cannot be used

The receipts and expenditures of the 
General Fund are as follow^:

’1898 4,238.15
6,207.96

Year ending • Receipt! - j&pendlinfe«
Oct. 1,189 4......<2,653.06 , •“ ««. . ‘-2”18 s

4.28IM4' 
' 2,678.75 ’

Balance
I 98.60 
1,238.08 
1,093.67 

245.47 
256.15

“ 1896 
“ 1897 
“ 1898

.- 4,229.91
2,934.91

We wish to note In connection with 
the above -* flmincla^Atntembnts,. that 
they have . been com^W from • the 
printed official reportsM the treasurer 
at each convention, and yet are.4o some 
extent/misleading. For’ Instance the 
expenditures, of 1896 Include the pay- 
ment^of $44CLdue President Barrett 
from the fear before, and that the con­
vention voted to Increase bis salary 
from $1,000 to $1,200/ These items alone 
added to the expenditures $640 extra. 
At the close of the fiscal year, October, 
1897, there is a seeming surplus of 
$245.47, yet no mention is made of the 
outstanding liabilities, which in part

consisted of $631 due for President Bar­
rett’s salary, besides which' he had 
given hls note for $259.50, which he 
was under no legal obligation to pay, it 
having been the legitimate outcome of 
his work for the N. S. A. in connection 
with tlie California State Association. 
Instead of a surplus there was a large 
deficit at the time.

. The same state of affairs is apparent 
in the next report. At the close of the 
fiscal year, October 1, 1898, the treas­
urer reported a surplus of $256.15, 
though at the time there was left as a 
legacy to the incoming Board of Trus­
tees, the sum of $2,100 in unpaid bills. 
This amount In liabilities confronted 
Mr. T. J. Mayer when he again took up 
the duties of treasurer after an absence 
of two years. How many of the dele­
gates present at the convention knew 
the actual state of affairs? Why should 
such misleading reports be submitted to 
any body of delegates? Such reports 
are referred to a committee and that is 
the last heard of them, in most cases. 
Where in some instances dissatisfaction 
was expressed by members of tlie com­
mittees regarding the expenditure of 
certain sums of - money, and recom­
mendations offered looking to economy 
in the future, the committee was 
promptly called to order(?) by an officer 
of the N. 8. A. and distinctly Informed 
that it was not the province of a com­
mittee to proffer instructions to the 
Board of Trustees, as to the manner of 
conducting the affairs of the associa­
tion. This happened in other-Instances, 
where the members of committees felt 
that, as delegates to tbe Supreme body, 
it was their rlgl\t to offer recommenda­
tions looking to the betterment of the 
association. Such proceedings are not 
calculated to Inspire confidence on the 
part of the delegates or their constitu­
ents. All the affairs of the N. 8. A. 
should be open to comment by those in­
terested. Too much of the work is done 
in the committee room, and for fear of 
creating inharmony never is brought to 
the notice of the house. Every delegate 
should have ample opportunity of 
knowing the inside workings of the 
Association. It ia their just right. Star 
chamber methods will never enthuse 
the people. .

I regret not being able to give the 
official'-figures for the year ending Oc- 

. tober 1, 1899 (as the yearly report has 
not yet been printed), for to tbe great 
surprise of the delegates assembled at 

•the last convention, they found that 
after all-the expenses of the year had 
been paid,, and the liabilities of $2,100 
left from the preceding year had been 
settled as well, there was left In the 
treasury as; a balance about $2,600, 
which gave new courage to all, and It 
seems as If the N. S. A. was given a

new lease of life. This year there will 
be a much larger balance, and in ad­
dition there, is every reason to hope 
that the impetus given to the move­
ment by the acquiring of the Home 
Fund will place the Association on a 
financial footing where It has never 
been before. The present administration 
has labored earnestly and deserves 
credit.

I would like to see the money sub­
scribed for the Mayer Home Fund set 
aside as an endowment fund to support 
the headquarters, and the Income used 
for no other purpose. This disposition 
of the funds would insure confidence, 
and many would subscribe to the En­
dowment Fund who would not sub­
scribe to the general fund. If the entire 
sum subscribed is put into the general 
funds, it will not take long to_use it up 
in tbe current expenses, and the N. 8. A. 
will be In the same condition as before.

From the first I have stood for an 
association conducted upon business 
principles, and If it seems right In my 
opinion to criticise some of the methods 
employed In the conduct of the N. 8. A., 
I will not hesitate to do so. In view of 
my earnest desire to see it established 
upon a firm foundation, no officer or 
trustee should consider such criticism 
actuated by any other desire than for 
its welfare. Honest criticism is always 
productive of good, if taken In the right 
spirit. For years the delegates have 
accepted without question almost any­
thing that was proposed by the leaders. 
It is time now that every delegate and 
every Spiritualist should stop and ask 
themselves the question: “Upon what 
foundation does the N. 8. A. rest? 
Whence comes Its support, and how far 
are we responsible?”

If the N. 8. A. has to depend wholly 
upon the dues and contributions from 
the chartered societies, It would soon go 
out of existence. Therefore why not 
call for a statement of the facts, and if 
it is found that the financial burden 
falls for the most part upon individual 
Spiritualists, then let the delegates to 
the convention of October, 1000, vote 
that they be accorded convention priv­
ileges as a recognition of their financial 
support which has alone made it possi­
ble for the-N. 8. A. to continue Its ex­
istence for seven years.

There Is no doubt that the greater part 
of the $10,000 subscribed to the Mayer 
Fund came from individuals, and is it 
just that the delegates or proxies should 
have the power to control the outlay of 
money they did not subscribe?

The coming convention will settle 
many mooted questions, and it Is to be 
hoped that all personal feelings will be 
set aside, so that the outcome will be a 
stronger feeling of co-operation than 

'ever before. It is to be hoped that no

efficient officer and trustee will be sup- ’ 
planted for the mere sake of change. 
The efficient work of the present Board 
of Trustees in successfully wiping out 
all liabilities seems to premise a sue- ; 
cessful future for the N. S. A. But all 
their efforts will be a failure if they 
do not receive the hearty co-operation 
of all who are desirous to forward the 
cause of organization.

The financial question will be helped 
greatly by allowing every earnest Splr- • 
itualist to enroll as an individual mem- . 
ber by complying with the requirements 
of the Constitution in regard to dues, 
etc., to be provided for in the proposed 
amendment. . <

The objection which has been raised, 
that individual membership would be 
undemocratic, is In my opinion not well 
sustained. The very fact that any 
worthy member of the cause can be­
come a working member is decidedly 
democratic, and will be a government 
by the people and for the people, while 
on the other hand, the present system is 
decidedly autocratic and exclusive to 
such an extent as to prevent the attain­
ment of practical results. The majority 
of the chartered societies of the N. 8. A. 
cannot afford to spend the amount 
necessary to send a delegate to attend 
the conventions, hence aro obliged to 
allow a proxy to serve for them, who In 
most instances is not In touch with 
their needs, or else go unrepresented.

It wobld be Interesting to note in this 
connection, what proportion of the dele­
gates at the convention have their ex­
penses paid by the societies they repre­
sent. We venture to say that three- 
fourths who attend are obliged to meet 
their individual expenses.

Let us, then, face the situation boldly, 
and with a determination to profit by. 
the experiences of the past seven years, 
try to remedy the mistakes, and band 
together to place the N. 8. A. where it 
will be enabled to carry on the great 
work for which it was organized.

In presenting these facts to the read­
ers of The Progressive Thinker, it is 
with the sincere hope that those who 
expect to attend tlie coming convention 
as delegates, aud have not closely fol­
lowed the workings of the hk,^eX 
so aro unfamiliar with its vital needs 

. and necessities, will be better prepare# 
to act as to ways and means for sus­
taining it in tho future. v*. ., {

Tho N. 8. A. Is a vital necessity, and 
to strengthen It should be the proud 
duty of all Spiritualists. With their co­
operation we hope the time will come 
when the N. S. A. will be a power In the 
land for good, and that through It the 
rights of all Spiritualists and the pro­
tection of genuine mediums will be 
assured. M. E. CADWALLADER.

Philadelphia, Pa.

EXPRESSIVE
Besides Being Exceedingly 
j.. Suggestive.

J - To the Editor.:—I regret that want of 
■• time prevents my complying in full 

: ; with your request to present my views 
. qpon the specific questions submitted to 

? ■ me by you in regard to the National 
• ’ Spiritualists Association. To the ques- 

Jlon asked: “Should the National Assocl- 
... atlon assume to have the power and 

knowledge to cut out, formulate, evolve 
v' or fashion a new pattern for a Deity, 

and label it ‘Infinite Intelligence?’” I 
submit as follows:
71 suppose the National Association down the walls of Jericho through the 
has as much right as anyone or body of blowing of rams’ horns by the priests, 

j persons has to formulate a conception of and the shouting of the people, so that
Deity and label it anything which to the all of the inhabitants of the city, ex- 

• mind of such a body best expresses cepting one harlot and her family.
-what its conception has born into exist- could be butchered. How that, at 

' ence. You see, there is a great deal in Joshua’s command, the sun and moon 
a name. We are told that we are what stood still in the heavens for the space 
we make ourselves to be, no matter by of about a.day, to enable the Jews to 
what name we are known. But for all avenge themselves upon their enemies, 
that, there is ever so much in a name. I That was a God worth having, when we 

.. Language is made up of words, which are in for destroying a portion of the 
in many Instances originated in tbe ef- human race. Then he will also consider 

• forts of individuals to imitate sounds, bow this same God put lying spirits into 
forms, etc. Some words are exceeding- the mouths of hls prophets so as to in­
ly expressive, for instance, “Hell” as a duce King Ahab to go out to battle, that 

. place where the wicked are tormented, he might be destroyed. He will consider
Is a ..very expressive, word. “Sheol,” the attributes of God as manifested by 
meaning the same thing, is altogether Jesus. .Of course, it will be difficult to 
to mild. Some things have several harmonize these things, but probably 
names. Some persons have adopted the committee will be equal to the task, 
numerous aliases designed to conceal It will require almost.."Infinite Intelli- 
their identity. The word “damn,” in gence” on the part of the committee, to 

.. very common use, has great force and come to an appropriate conclusion, and 
meaning, as when persons are angry, or select a name that will be more appro- 
in great earnestness, they want, sharp, prlate than the various names which 
emphatic words In which to express have heretofore been in use, by which 

. themselves. “Hell and damnation” Is the human race has come to' kbbw.and
an expression in very common use by recognize .Deity. The probability is, 
profane persons, and,originated in the that If the subject is considered in all 

; churches, and was used to describe the its bearings, the time of the Association
fate awaiting the wicked. Spiritualists will be occupied in the matter for at 
never use it. They never swear. least a whole year, and it is h^dly worth 

When we come to that which most while to discuss the -other questions 
appropriately describes the attributes which have been submitted.

• of Deity, or God, the selection of a suit- . The “National” is an important body, 
able name becomes very difficult This | Md I say, in all.seriousness, that its ex­

istence should be continued. It should,is not the first time that poor Humanity 
has been at its wits end over the mat­
ter* It naturally desires to be just on 
both sides. It does not desire to wrong 
infinite Intelligence,” Deity, or itself.
This Is an exceedingly important mat­
ter, and no mistakes should be made.

. . Why not consult THAT which it is . 
proposed to name, “Infinite Intelli- i 
gence” before going so far as to actual- .

. ly proclaim to the world this new appel­
lation? “Infinite Intelligence” must her 
everywhere. It must be fully aware of 
what the Association is proposing to do. 
Tbe Association ought to be able in 
some nianner to get an expression of its

• views upon this important subject. 
There arc many people to be found who 
Claim Jo hold close commounion with ■ 
Deity. I know of several who claim to 
be sons of Deity. Their relationship 
should be carefully examined, and if 
found genuine their views, would be L 
very important Why act hastily in so 
momentous a matter? Let the Assocln-

one. on attributes; and one on history, 
and arrange so that in six months from 
now to have tbe committees come to­
gether and hold a conference. These 
committees should have power to send 
for persons and papers.

I hope X may be pardoned for sug­
gesting that the Rev. Moses Hull should 
be Chairman. He is. up in bibliology, 
and If anyone can do the subject justice, 
he can. He will take in the situation at 
a glance, lie knows what a variety of 
Spiritualists there Is, and he will sug­
gest something that will be likely to 
please them all. You see, we are strug­
gling for harmony. This must not be 
overlooked. He will not forget when be 
comes to tbe subject of “attributes,” to 
consider the fidelity of the Jewish God 
to hls chosen people; how he threw

however, remember that the appella­
tion-“Infinite Intelligence,” limits to 
“Intelligence” the attributes and pow­
ers which must be conceded to Deity. 

- Brooklyn, N. T. J A. H. DAILEY.

“Religion as Revealed by the Material 
and Spiritual Universe.” • By. HL D 
Babbitt, M. Do LL. D* -A compact am 
comprehensive .view of tbo subject 
philosophic, historic, analytical and crit­
ical; facts and ddta heeded by every 
student and especially by every Spir­
itualist. One of the very best books on 
the subject. Price, reduced to $1, 
cloth; paper 50 cents. For sale at this 
office*

: “’Lisbeth. A Story of Two Worlds.’ 
By Carrie E. 8. Twing. Richly imbued 
with the philosophy of Spiritualism.
Price $L 'For sale at this office.

“Discovery of a Lost Trail.” By Chas 
B. Newcomb. Excellent, in spiritual
suggest! veness, Cloth, $1.50. For sale

A RESPECTFUL HINT. NOTE TO THE N. S. A.
Dedicated to the N. S. A. by 

Charles Dawbarn.
The trouble With Spiritualists is that, 

aside from the proved facts of spirit re­
turn and human immortality, there is 
not one point of belief on which they 
can unite. A Spiritualist may be a 
Brahman, a Mohammedan, a Mormon 
or even a Christian. In any case hls 
avowed Spiritualism does not prevent 
hls knocking hls heretical neighbor on 
the head, if it can be done safely.

It is equally a matter of course that, 
in this era of the printing press, the 
Christian church as a whole, and its 
700 sects In particular, have myriads of 
believers in spirit return, whp would 
cut each other’s theological throats 
with religious equanimity.

Such is the tree of human nature, 
which, In its combined beauty and ugli­
ness, is supposed to be the glory of our 
little planet. • Every tree is rooted in 
something, and, in the case of human 
nature, the root is supposed to start 
from an almighty Man-God, who has 
proclaimed the story of Creation In cer­
tain Divine Revelations, now called 
“Bible.”

Tne world has been, run on Divine 
Revelations, which for a myriad centu­
ries covered the ehtire field of- human 
beliefs. These Revelations first rested 
upon the facts of Creation in six days. 
Tlie Bible further taught that the earth 
was tlie great center of the universe. 
That inspired untruth had to be 
drowned' out in the blood of those who 
had discovered and asserted its falsity.. 
The geologist was another heretic, who 
discovered that an ounce-of scientific 
fact was better than a pound of Divine 
fiction. The unfortunate geologist was 
soon gagged in the name-of the Bible. 
But hls grandson has continued to dig 
holes and discover more truths. Fossils 
in rocks tell truth. It Is fossils in pul­
pits who deceive. ’ And when the
historical - fact of evolution •was
discovered and proclaimed the en-

andtire theory of creation shivered 
shook. And even to-day, in the old age
of the 19th century, college professors 
and pulpit ministers are theologically 
sand-bagged, and then turned out to 
theologically-starve, for daring to in­
form the world that the present entire 
system of salvation rests upon biblical 
ignorance of natural law. They were 
accused of'even daring to . assert that 
the ■well-believed theory of biblical in­
spiration could nofstand against- the 
Higher Criticism and the scientific fact 
of to-day. • • _ .

It is difficult for some of us, who have 
fought our slow way into freedom, to 
realize that numbers calling themselves 
Spiritualists are still hoppled to the. 
Bible, and browsing upon the old theo­
logical thistles by the wayside. They 
dare not uphold Bible astronomy, Bible 
geology, Bible creation of man ant 
Bible salvation. .-But still they revere 
the old; and believe man of the remote 
past was receptive to. a ’ higher truth 
than is man of to-day. Such believers 
help build chrirchesrand support minis­
ters .who are sworn to teach only the

old. inspired Ignorance. -And when sci- 
-ence speaks through modern lips, these 
modern devotees shout,: as in days of 
old, “Great Is Diana of the Ephesians.”

I am well aware that the worthy dele­
gates to the presenthonvention of. the 
N.. 8. A.~to whom this hint is respect­
fully addressed—dare ;• not insinuate 
Bible astronomy or geology; Bible crea­
tion, damnation or salvation in any pro­
posed statement of spiritual belief. But 
I also know that some; “among them 
want to insinuate the old 61ble God, 
worshiped all’through an ignorant past, 
into what ever credal statement may be 
adopted. It is Insisted" that he must be 
recognized or—something will happen. 
Such believers want to proclaim the 
fatherhood and love, of,-this old Deity, 
and this in the face.ot all history, sa­
cred or profane. Tjiey; dare not pro­
claim the great .fact that man is God 
Junior, with full power.-'in the name of 
Cosmos, to create, upcteate, and re-cre­
ate, just as in his judgment he may 
deem best for hls own Interest, here and 
hereafter. 'r 7;

This is the hour fori short speeches, 
and to the point. I want, affectionately, 
to warn my brother , subscribers to the 
N. S. A., that if the ^society hopes to 
command respect fronj intelligent be­
lievers in human immortality, it must 
rest upon man, and not upon God. Man 
mortal and man’ tbe 7 spirit, shaking 

.hands and working together, can com­
pel destiny, and achieve universal hap­
piness.

There is no other:way. . .God to the 
contrary, notwithstanding.' Amen. .

CHARLES DAWBARN.
• San Leandro,sCaLr - J .. J > '

Divine Intelligence*
To the Editor:—Ndw:thatour.Nation- 

^1 Spiritualist .Association will soon 
again convene, it is' to be hoped . that 
the delegates, ’ who - at tlie last conven­
tion gave us a Declaration of Principles, 
or creed, declaring our belief in an Infi­
nite Intelligence, will, if they think they 
were mistaken, have the H^ht to say so, 
and show wherein they wete mistaken.

It Is to the word “Infinite” I object. 
Did they substitute the wofd Divine in­
stead of the word Infinite, so as to read 
Divine Intelligence:' I would not object, 
for I do believe In a DivinevIntelligence.

But in what docs'Infinite Intelligence 
consist? Who can> answer? No one, 
yet we are called‘upon te accept it as 
such. Some may argue, but who can 
explain? Reasonvsays.no clear and 
conclusive answer-Jean be given. Ask, 
too, any welLinforrite# disembodied hu­
man spirit, did hotev§F see an Infinite 
Intelligence? If hugest, the answer 
will.be, No’ We know of none, and so 
our human tliebry af k Infinite' Intelli­
gence Is largely Imaginary, having no 
clear conception ot itis capacities, His 
limitations,' oh infliiltjb^^ nature, 
or existence. And^tuerefore, ..as the 
question now rests, Hie preponderance 
of opinion of the' Jpierlcdn spiritual 
public is against the^innovation, in our 
constitution, otthe’wdrds Infinite Intel­
ligence. ' /DR. tt GREER. '

Chicago, Ill. 7• • j J-|.. 7...; ■

No man ever did * designed Injury to 
another, but ^t the same time he did a 
greater to himself.—Hoirfe: s

On Cod-Making and Creed 
Making.

Those.who have had the opportunity 
and pleasure of visiting the Field Mu­
seum at Jackson Park, Chicago, will 
probably remember the'array of gods 
there that have been collected from va­
rious parts of the earth and arranged to 
show how the unlearned man material­
ises bls conception of the power that 
presides over the universe. The deity 
of the lowest barbarian is not a hand­
some character. His- features are 
irregular and his head peaked in a way 
that gives him a disreputable and sin­
ister aspect. But he fully suffices to 
satisfy the low imagination of hls 
worshiper. .

At Canton, China, there is a preten­
tious building, highly ornamented and 
colored, that is called the Temple of the 
Five Hundred Gods. There are rows 
of elevated seats along the side& of the 
temple where rest the embodied effigies 
of five hundred deities, who are va­
riously attired, are of different shades 
of complexion, and whose features ex­
press every shade of fawning servility 
or repulsive ugliness. To this’ con­
venient collection one can repair and 
select the god that suits hls fancy or 
disposition. It saves him the task of 
making a god for himself. „

When we study the subject of god­
making we note that the lower a people 
are in civilization the more crude and 
gross their deity is, and as men become 
better informed and comprehend more 
of the operations of-nature their god- 
idea expands and deity becomes more 
and more remote until it ceases to be a 
personal entity and finally results in an 
“infinite intelligence.” When they reach 
that stage definition had better be 
wholly omitted, for the attempt is a 
virtual acknowledgment of inability to 
express their thought in clear language. 
How can anything be defined until it is 
first comprehended? and a finite mind 
of short experience and very limited 
knowledge has no grasp on infinity. It 
is simply a waste of time'for the 
N. S. A. to try to include in words a 
description of something that they nor 
any one else has ever seen or known in 
any way. Leave such ’speculation to 
those’who are lower down in the scale 
of intelligence and give attention to the 
serious relations of life and the duties 
that long experience of the human race 
has found to be important and Impera­
tive. • Wisdom is founded wholly on 
knowledge, and what we should believe 
can only reasonably rest upon wliat we 
know or what has been demonstrated 
by some one. .■
, If a declaration of principles must be 
made it should not include speculation 
or personal fancies, as these are known 

‘ to be. transient and mutable. All the 
gods, either concrete or ideal, are the 
inventions of persons that have some 
Interest in having them believed in, and 
as genuine Spiritualism alms at truth 
alone It cannot, Include a scheme of 
imposition. Any platform of Spiritual­
ism,. In order to be effective and gen­
erally acceptable, must alm at the, pres-

ent betterment of men, In securing jus­
tice to all; and advocate as a religious 
obligation such beneficent measures as 
will make the world a happier place to 
live in and the human race more 
worthy to occupy it.

Elkhart, Ind. 0. H. MURRAY.

CONCRETE FACTS
Worth More Than Abstract 

Speculations.
The National Association can do lit­

tle, if anything, for the individual 
Spiritualist, beyond enlarging the 
scope of his labors and influence in be­
half of human progress. It need not 
formulate a statement of principles for 
him, for, If a believer in the utility of 
creeds, he already has one of hls own.

It can not furnish work for the unem­
ployed, bestow alms upon all'depend­
ents, or provide offices for those who 
aspire to place and power. Because it 
cau do none of these things, however, is 
not an indication of its Inability to 
accomplish a great work. *

While it may assume to deal In an au­
thoritative manner with such an ab­
struse theme as “Infinite Intelligence,” 
its efforts in that line,will never receive 
general approval. Many Spiritualists 
see no good reason for embalming their 
conceptions of deity in articles of 
faith or a statement of principles, for to 
them God is unknown and unknowable. 
The reverend ministers and representa­
tives of deity have not yet presented 
satisfactory credentials to the court of 
reason, and, until they can do so and 
prove they possess a more intimate 
knowledge of “Infinite Intelligence” 
than the rest of mankind, their state- 
ments'will not bfe generally accepted as 
endowed with any peculiar authority.

To students and. Investigators, a few 
concrete facts are of greater worth .than 
millions of abstract speculations. The 
minds of >men are always hungry for 
facts, because they point.the way to­
ward truth. Give the world facts show­
ing their falsity, and the creeds of 
christendom will surely decay and dis­
appear. _

Soaring Into the realm of abstract 
metaphysics may be a very pleasant 
pastime, but to the pilgrim on Life’s 
dusty highway these excursions are of 
doubtful value. After the ' wings of 
your Imagination become weary, a 
foundation of irrefragable facts is good 

.to rest upon. .•. ’. -.■ • ~.
The churches have been proclaiming 

a pretended knowledge of God for cen­
turies, and .yet the world appears to be 
as ignorant of deity now as it was a 
thousand years ago. ’Why not leave 
this question to the churches? - - ^ 7. ’ 
• Why not deal only with that which is 
within, the .realm of the knowable ? ' J • 
• If Spiritualists know anything worth 
while, let It be stated. ’ /
; The world needs no new fetters, but 
rather unfettered freedom, that lt§ 
growing perception of truth may not bo 
arrested. ' ■ ■ •

WALTER P. WILLIAMS.
- Washington, D. 0; - J;; :.

A SUBSTITUTE.
The N. S. A. and Infinite In 

telligence.
It was formerly and perhaps still Is in 

some parts of the world considered es­
sential for a youth to pass seven years’ 
apprenticeship in order to acquire a 
competent knowledge of an ordinary 
trade. The N. S. A. has now served ah 
apprenticeship of this duration to tbe 
gigantic business of organizing Spirit­
ualists, among whom an idea largely 
prevailed that organization was some 
kind of poison utterly destructive of 
their usefulness and imperiling their 
very existence. The success of this un­
dertaking has not perhaps, up to the 
present rime, been so great as some of 
us hoped. It has, I believe, on the 
whole, and under the circumstances, 
been equal to anything we had a right 
to expect.

Mistakes have been made, no doubt, 
but tbe greatest mistake has been the 
half-hearted support of some in the 
Spiritualist ranks and the non-support 
of nearly all the rest.

In the space allowed me I feel that I 
must pass over matters very lightly 
and address myself to what seems to bd 
the burning question of Infinite Intelli­
gence. I cannot’ but think that those 
who are loudest in their condemnation 
are more frightened than hurt There 
is a vast difference between Infinite In­
telligence and an Infinitely Intelligent 
Personality. A person, at least in the 
human sense in which we understand 
the word, is necessarily limited by the 
conditions of personality, is one of 
many persons and cannot be called in­
finite without absurdity. But that in­
telligence in the abstract is infinite I 
can see no way of evading other than 
by accepting the most complete form of 
materialism. Spiritualists are ever fore­
most in proclaiming eternal progression. 
That means progression without end, of 
intelligence among other things. If the 
share of intelligence which each man 
and woman, angel and archangel, pos­
sesses is capable of development with­
out end there can be no limit placed to 
the quantity of intelligence in the uni­
verse. Intelligent existences must al­
ways be finite, but abstract intelligence 
I can view In no other light than as in­
finite. It is the belief in Infinite Intelli­
gence and not an Infinite Intelligence 
which was asserted in the Declaration 
of Principles adopted last year.

In writing this I am far from admit­
ting that this is the best expression 
that might be used. In my opinion it is 
not nearly comprehensive enough. I 
would suggest as a substitute some­
thing about equivalent to this: Infinite 
Spirit from which all existences proceed, 
and by which all are sustained. .

One word more and I will close. 
Mi^y among us object to believing any­
thing. To them the word belief has a 
theological flavor. They are the people 
who know it all. But as we grow older 
In experience we sometimes discover 
that in many points our knowledge waq 
only belief after all.

. < jE. J.BOWT^LU I
Providence, R. I. - ; ' ^ ^

tian.take at least a year to consider It. f
\ Appoint committees; one on names; at this office.

Reasonvsays.no
will.be
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OMBIB FROSR^SSIVB THINKER MLAUOfc r

IS A NECESSITY. !
The National Association of 

Spiritualists.
. It seems to be a question for general 

' 'discussion whether the N. S. A. should 
£’ be continued. Many deem it a luxury— 
£; because expense is attached to it. If 

this rule were applied to all conditions 
^ _ of life, we^ would find everything we 

partake of or enjoy is a luxury.
r The everlasting question: “What does 
it cost?” is applied to all movements 
and plans made or proposed by hu­
manity. In tbe direction of human­
izing and spiritualizing the world’s peo­
ple, there should be no question of cost. 
We should ask, rather, as to tbe merit 
and probability of the movement.

If Spiritualism stands for anything 
practical—if it develops human helps— 
if it conserves mental, moral and spirit­
ual worth—if it proves continuity of life 
and spirit communion, then it is worth 
propagating and utilizing. It is de­
basing human intelligence and our 
inter-relationship to say: “Let the 
spirits do it all.” Surely a portion of 
the effort, and probably tbe basis of 
possibility, rests with the denizens of 
earth. Physical sustenance aud worldly

aV.- ■■■

;K-<-

AN OHIO VIEW
Improvements That May Be 

Made.
To the Editor:—Your circular letter of 

September 1, asking therein my opin­
ion on certain points named in said let­
ter was duly received, and I most thor­
oughly appreciate your motive as well 
as your interest in the N. S. A. in ask­
ing others their opinions on the subject 
named, and will as briefly as possible 
stale my views.

First as to “Infinite Intelligence.”
I shall not attempt to discuss the ques­

tion at any length, especially so, as the 
matter has been so ably handled by the 
different writers in Tbe Progressive 
Thinker during the last year.

I am nqt presumptive enough to sup­
pose that I could throw any light on the 
subject, but can only state my belief.

We see Intelligence manifested every­
where and I believe that Intelligence is 
Iniinite; I cannot prove it to one who 
denies it, neither can anyone prove the 
contrary, and I see no earthly reason 
why Spiritualists should quarrel over it.

The National Association in adopting 
the principles they did at their last an-

organization belong to us—aud uot the 
spirits— to achieve. Hence we should 
combine our efforts upon mutual plans, 

. rather than trust to desultory efforts.
In combination there is strength—and 
of course, weakness in independent in­
dividualism. All nature organizes atoms 
and forces for grand effects. Every pro­
gress made by humanity has been the 

. result of combined support and ap­
proval—perhaps not always by the ma­
jority; but always by combinations of 
energies and desires.

The majority can be either useful or 
harmful, and the minority may, by com­
bined effort, achieve final good.

Tbe first.needful result to be achieved 
for au organization of Spiritualists, was 
a combination of persons to that end- 
no matter whether a majority or mi­
nority. That was accomplished, but 
certain others saw fit to oppose the 
movement, even after being started. It 
is probable that oue person opposing, 
offsets the labor of several assisting. It. 
is not necessary to oppose if we feel it 
best not to help.

Let all achieve who can. And it Is 
better to make a forward movement in 
Rome manner than to stand still forever.

The N. S. A. has not served Its best 
possible purposes, and no one claims it 
has. But because of some failures it is 
occasionally condemned wholesale. We 
should each and all feel disposed to 
criticise and suggest—but to condemn is 
showing only a destructive spirit.

It Is almost universally desired that 
we organize as Spiritualists for co­
operation and human helpfulness. We 
have the N. S. A,, and our plain duty is 
to more fully perfect its plans and un­
fold Its utilities. What it lacks, is be­
cause of our failure to help and advise.

Having been for several years trained 
. to a business life, I constantly see the 

need of business methods In the public 
• cause of Spiritualism. Money and num­

bers are the essentials of our orgauiza- 
: tlons. True, also, tbat we need leaders 
and executives, much as we taboo be­
ing led. All are not able to execute, but 
each can sustain.

The cost of a convention Is often com­
puted, and thus people are prejudiced 

•against its utility. The N. S. A con­
ventions do not tax its treasury, nor 

<. that of its auxiliaries; for the delegates 
and attendants (as a rule) pay their 
owu expense. The outlay Is a pleasure, 

.. because It brings personal results by a 
' vacation from other pursuits, and profit 

in the commingling of congenial souls 
' and the general benefit gained intellect­

ually and spiritually from the combined 
talent that otherwise never would be 
brought together.

It is thus a personal profitable outlay. 
Beside that, the public effect is worth 
the cost, and without this convention 
the outlay of money would not be made 
and the effect would be lost

This convention also calls aid to the 
public cause that otherwise would not 
be given. It has organized state and 
local societies which are In the same 
way holding meetings of good effect. 
But these do not have the widespread 
Influence of the N. S. A To hold only 
State conventions would be to limit 

' results.
But all public work outside of the an­

nual Convention of tbe N. S. A. and its 
own executive business, should be con­
trolled and performed by the State and 

• local associations. Mass meetings and 
missionary work belong to the States 
within their jurisdiction. Aud these in 
return should not trespass upon the lo- 

.- cal societies.
The N. S. A. should be executive and 

not legislative. It should have no other 
auxiliaries than State associations.

■ The proposed amendments for per­
sonal members should not pass. As a 
delegate I shall oppose them. A donor 
of money should not create a class 
privilege.

Only when we get the N. S. A as a 
\ body delegated by the State associa­

tions, and tbe local societies be merged 
. into the State bodies, will I think it best 
to meet biennially. As now constituted 
let us meet annually.

Whatever may be desired should be 
freely advocated. But If the critics do 
not attend the convention, nor officially 
communicate therewith, what right will 
they have to complain? Let us have 
consistency.

A'very important Item for the N. S. A. 
is to attend, to Its constructive duties 
with the best possible wisdom in con-, 

.trol—letting all chronic fault-finders go 
. unnoticed until they perish by their

ML PEEBLES’ POINTS.
Upon the N. S. A. and Cog 

nate Subjects.
However odious comparisons may be, 

they are suggestive If not instructive. 
September 12, 13, 14, the Michigan An­
nual Methodist Conference met here In 
Battle Creek for church business. There 
were five hundred Methodist preachers 
present, who were entertained freely by 
the citizens of om- little city of 21,000.

Connected with the general Methodist 
conference is the “Church Extension,” 
organized in 1864, and during the last 
year has collected and disbursed, so 
says their report, over $6,559,000. The 
working value of the loan fund to-day 
is 2,356,000. Besides the new churches 
that have been built from this fund, 
11,301 of the poorer churches scattered 
throughout the United States have re­
ceived aid. During the period of a little 
over thirty years tbe Methodists have 
increased from 6,800 traveling preach­
ers to 16,122, and tbe membership has 
increased 2,474,037. This is a sample of 
what conviction, energy, and organiza­
tion can do—and does do.

Some of our Spiritualists boastiugly
nual convention at Chicago had no idea claim from 20,000,000 devotees, all the 
of formulating a creed or setting up a way down to 9,000,000 and 7,000,000—a 
God as understood by the world at vast individualized, unorganized mass! 
large. This is the lowest estimate with one ex-

I see no good reason why “Infinite In- ception that we remember having seen 
telligence” should deter any Spiritual- In our journals. And what have these 
Ists from aiding the N. S. A. millions done? What does the last cen-

The difference lies more in the lan- sub show? And yet there are Spiritists 
guage used In the discussions than in who bitterly oppose all organization, 
the principle itself, and I believe there “The spirits, the dear spirits,” say they, 
Is more substantial agreement on this “will do It all, saving the world.” China 
question than appears on the surface. has been a nation of Spiritists for 4,000

I am in favor of the N. S. A. whether years and more. Spirit phenomena are 
as a body they reaffirm their belief in almost as common (or were when I was 
“Infinite Intelligence” or not. traveling in China) in the streets and

Brother Lockwood calls it “Principles temples as were the Canton sampans In 
of Nature,” and I call it “Infinite Intel- the river from which the girl-babies 
ligence,” and if understood, the lan- were often thrown and drowned; and 
guage we both use means substantially what, I ask, is the mental, moral and 
the same thing, hence I have no dispo-1 spiritual status of China to-day?
sition to quarrel with Brother Lock- This Methodist report further says 
wood. 1 that the 640 new churches on our West-

You ask if tbe National Association ern frontier-lands gathered into the 
has met the requirements of Spiritual- Sunday-schools the past year 41,417 
ists and Spiritualism during tbe years of children. How many progressive ly-
its existence. ceums have we organized during the

That it has failed to meet the views last year, and how many children have 
of a large proportion of the great body been gathered in?
of Spiritualists, judging from the at- The report continuing, says that the 
tendance at Its annual convention and Methodists average “the building of

KOSES HULL
Wh^t H&ThW of the Na 

tiopal Association.
To the E&itori-^phe numerous ques­

tions in yqyr lettpr of September 3, 
would require a Splon to answer; and if 
I were egoistic enough to attempt a 
thorough ai^wer, J, would want at least 
a page of yqgr pa^er. I hope they will 
bring out ^ symposium which may do 
much good^owaui* shaping ■ the actions 
of the app^chingL convent ion. I hope 
that each ^qlegatqiwlll go to that con­
vention wltlvoiie overwhelming desire; 
and that is J that 4he wisest thought 
may come to the front and prevail.

1. What I haye to say with reference 
to the organization? I answer, an or­
ganization with definite ends in view, 
and with industrious, conscientious and 
wise men at its head is almost an indis­
pensable necessity^ .

Every day brings new questions to 
the front; they should be met by wis­
dom. The Board of Trustees should call 
before it the most profound wisdom in 
the ranks of Spiritualism to assist in 
this work. Many of . the questions 
which should come to the front are an­
nually brought up by our president in 
his report, but the, convention as a 
whole has neither the time nor the wis­
dom to dispose of them . in the short 
space of three days, especially when 
their number is considered.

2. While the N. S. A. has not done 
all that could have peen desired, It has, 
perhaps, done all it could under the cir­
cumstances. Some who have com­
plained the most have done the least to 
assist it in its work. The Association 
has had to take everything from the 
sthmp, as it were; It had to make its 
own tools ahd to learn to use them. I 
hope it has at last reached the point 
where it can do a more effectual work 
than ever beforq.

3. “What will promote its welfare 
and remedy its defects?” The answer 
to that would require more wisdom 
than I have, or piore space than you 
have to spare. Yet I can give a cate­
gorical answer in four short sentences: 
L More wlsdoip. 2. More harmony. 
3. More zeal. 4. More money.

I would venture .on this point to sug­
gest that the coming convention should 
elect a new president. Perhaps there is 
no one in our ranks who can fill the of­
fice more acceptably than the present 

I incumbent, but. he has exhausted hls 
methods. More than that, some of us

the financial support it has received, from two and a half to three new 
there can be no doubt, and I should say churches a day” in our vast country. 
It bad at least partially failed. How many church edifices or temples

The cause of this partial failure is have these millions of Spiritualists been
not so easy to determine; however, it is I “building a day” or in a year? Now, 1^
a very easy thing to criticise another’s earnest, intelligent Methodists with a of Spiritualism who is capable of filllug 
actions, but a much harder thing to do narrow creed, false doctrines and re- the office of president of the National 
better. pulsive fear-motives do this for re- Association? or, Is the office held by

I should say that the financial matters Hgious truth as they see it, what might some kind of ; pre-emption right? 
connected with the Association have not reasonably be expected of Spiritualists, while we have iio more capable man,

are tired of hearing the question asked, 
Is there but one, person in all the ranks

always been conducted in a business- chained to no sect, crushed by no iron- nor, perhaps, any better man than the
like manner, tlje results attained are clad creed; and, knowing as they do one who has always been kept there, I
not adequate to the means expended, that death is but a gateway to the for one, am perfectjy willing to, for one
too much has been paid iu salaries and shore-lands of immortality, knowing year at least, try some other man or
traveling expenses, which expenditure that this life’s conduct affects con- woman. j . H
has necessitated so much begging at ditions In the future world—what, I say, Spiritual!^ must get up something
our annual conventions from the dele- knowing these things as do Spiritual- practical against Oysters, charlatans, 
gates who could 111 afford to contribute, ists, should be expected of them? What fnfuds andj^kes. In spite of all pro­
as In most cases they had all their own devotion, what zeal, enthusiasm, self- testations an0 explanations to the out-
expenses to pay, which in many cases sacrifice, flery-fervor, and religious con- side world, ;many gfod men and women 
was all they could afford to contribute secration to the spread of the truth of measure us by them.
to the cause. angel ministries, and so enlighten the Some system of propaganda should

It has been of little or no benefit to world! be brought /orwanj by which more
the chartered societies so far; It has, 1 again ask, what have we done the work can bq.^one. Societies see the ue- 
however, been the mean/of enabling a past year? How many golden sheaves cessity of working^or themselves, but 
few to travel on half-fare rates, which have we garnered? How many col- think very little of doing anything for 
to my mind is of a very questionable leges and training schools have we the world tk large. (j . . • 
benefit to the cause at large. erected and sustained? How many 4. The DeUy que^iou Is too large for

However, this can all be very easily homes have we built for worn-out me- me. . No convention can handle It In 
remedied, it only needs the active co- diums and infirm pioneer workers? three days. > Evety part of'Deity must 
operation of the great body of Spiritual- What methods have we been employing be KurroUh^Qd,. that, is, corralled before 
ists to make it a great power for good, to propagate the blessed truth . com- it can be d^flned. It fa hard, for the fi-

If as In the past, so many stand aloof mltted to our hands by the angel-world? nite to define the Infinite. No one who 
and complain, instead of putting their Fighting all organization, sneering at argues on tiie question, no matter on 
shoulders to tiie wheel. It will necessa- prayer, opposing true heartfelt devo- wllicfi side he argues, falls to develop 
rlly be shorn of much of Its usefulness, tion, declaring all religion “super- the fact that he has a question larger

Its real foes are within and not with- stition,” calling tbe mediumistic martyr than hls ability Is to handle. No mat- 
out its folds. • of Nazareth “a myth,” or a “tramp” ter who the man is who makes or de-

To promote its welfare I would abol- and a “thief,” pronouncing the old me- fines God, he is larger than the God he 
ish the per capita tax, trusting to the diumistlc church fathers “hypocrites makes. I doubt whether any better 
voluntary contributions of liberal-mind- and liars,” Impugning the motives of Deity than “Infinite Intelligence” was 
cd people. I would admit delegates to the N. S. A. delegates and misrepresent- ever made. It seems that In a plat- 
our annual conventions (with power to Ing the principles enunciated by them, form of principles it is possible to mod- 
act on all questions) from all organized do not seem to me to have been the estly state our inability to either define 
societies, whether chartered by the N. wisest and most efficient instrument for or comprehend the source of all life and

? own poison.
The philosophy, science and religion 

? of Spiritualism is worthy of develop­
ment and promulgation. We need to 
learn how to expand our usefulness and 
to protect all true exponents. There is 

... more need to protect the honest and 
.• true than to detect , all the frauds, 

though the latter may be legion. They 
who debase every principle of honor 
will soon or late expose themselves. We, 
should as individuals and organizations' 
seek the true, beautiful and good. 
When local societies will support their 
efforts for Intellectual and spiritual re­
sults, ahd thus attract persons upon 
these planes, there will be the falling 
away of sensationalism and thus the 
death-knell of fraud. So long as pre­
miums are offered for the startling, and 
little heed paid to tbe instructive and 
comforting, we will Invite unprincipled 
persons as exponents and workers’ We 
need not concern ourselves about fraud, 
but so organize our associated bodies 
for spiritual labor that character and 
worth may be protected and find agree­
able fields of effort

We are suffering from a lack ol 
knowledge of the competent and 
worthy. By strengthening our capacity, 
by enlarging our sphere of co-operation. 

/ we shall find the means to make thc 
* / N. S. A. a conservator of the highest 

good. .••..'■•
The declaration of principles will then. 

;• \ - express our highest wisdom. The pres- 
' \ ent declaration is defective, and it Is 
/ -. well to discuss It I have had my say 
/ •. and Shan not be satisfied with any “We 

- Believe” nor the Indefinite “Infinite 
££./ Intelligence.** We surely can make p 
^a . declaration that will affirm what mos

PREFERS “GOD," SPECULATIVE
But Does Not Believe in a Is the Question of Infinite In

Personal God telligence.
To the Editor:—As tho time draws It has become a custom among us 

near, for the eighth annual convention that we should present our views in 
of the N. S. A., in which I feel a deep matters of interest in The Progressive 
interest, I desire Io express a few Thinker, before the time of the annual 
thoughts concerning its arduous task of conventions, Instead of waiting till the 
bringing (order out of the confusion of meeting of the Association, when there 
ideas expressed, and to increase the will be but little time for discussion, 
strength of Spiritualism as a movement This is the better way. Let us do our 
iu the world for humanity’s weal. debating before band, so that when the

As I reflect over the many and in Association comes together its members 
some Instances, unkind aud senseless will be prepared to act promptly, 
criticisms that were a result from last Last year the Association sprung a 
year’s convention, • especially of the sensation on the Spiritualists of the 
clause “Infinite Intelligence,” I cannot world, by a declaration of one of its 
suppress a feeling of sadness. Spirit- principles, of a belief in Infinite Intelli- 
ualists above all others should prove gence. Many of us had wished for a 
their claims by their words and actions, statement of our Views—not necessarily 
We have learned that the varieties of a creed, as creeds are only statements 
opinions are due to the degrees of of unproved and unprovable tenets, but 
awakened consciousness and self-active a statement of fact, and I might say 
and associated vibrations—thus thought, philosophy, which we are constantly 
Then why uot discern and leave at demonstrating by phenomena (so-called) 
present what is, as yet, wholly an ex- and logic, and upon which there is little 
pression on material plane, of minds de- room for disagreement.
void of spiritual unfoldment and under- With me the question of the existence 
standing, and go on in accord with the of Infinite Intelligence, call it by what- 
best that Is known. ever name you choose, is entirely spec-

I for one, desire that in the place of ulative. I can’t say there is not such 
“Infinite Intelligence,” the word “God” Being. (N. B—I don’t say A Being, 
be used. God Is, and all learned talk but Being.) If there is, he is entirely 
does not change tbe fact. That one beyond my comprehension. I do be- 
word expresses all the divine principles, Heve that there is infinite, or perhaps 
forces and laws; for God is the source more properly, omnipresent force, an 
and author of all that is. I have in attribute we might say of every speck 
mind no personal God; I know better. of matter, Including even the tiny

It is the force, essence, the mind of atoms which meet and embrace when 
this all-good which reflects itself they come within the attraction of their 
through all things, all forms, on all congeners and form of themselves mole­
planes of substance and force, its own cules. It is the same force that moves 
inherent kind of essence to be mani- systems and suns, and to me It is the 
fested In forms when so acted upon, for life principle ever present and always 
object lessons, that humanity may learn and ever pulsating In the clod or even
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OUR MAIN PREMIUMS.
Volume 3 of the Encyclopedia of 

Death, and Life in the Spirit World­
will be our main Premium until fur­
ther notice, and it is the only book 
sent out to our subscribers for 25 
Cents, which is far less than actual 
cost to us * The price of each one of 
the other six Premium Books when 
ordered alone is 50 Cents- Any two 
of the other six Premium Books you 
may select, are sent out for 90 cents- 
Note the prices carefully when re­
mitting.

Volumes 1, 2 and 3 of the Ency­
clopedia of Death, and Life in the 
Spirit World, when ordered together. 
Price $1.10.

Any three of the seven Premium 
Books you may order, Price $1.10.

Any four of the seven Premium 
Books you may order,' Price $1.50,

the substance composing the cosmos in the granite, and that this force or life -------
Its stratlc divisions, as also what is con- principle Is ever reaching upward to Any five of the seven Premium 
tallied in themselves, Is to be known by higher conditions through man to Books mav order Price $1 80 
each one’s conduct, as thus they are as- angel, the highest point I can conceive J v • •
signed in the order of degrees of natu- of. I can conceive of no Intelligence
ral and individual evolution. which was not developed through the Any six of the seven Premium

The cry of some would-be wise ones, processes of nature, through matter Books von mav order 19,10 • “We want no ‘thus saith the Lord,' or with its inherent forces. I will uot say । y y ’ rnC® 
‘thus saith the spirits,’ ” reminds me of there is not such. I may be lame in my 
a little quarrel I observed between two I conclusions; but If there is, I am quite
small boys in my neighbor’s back yard, sure that I am in no way concerned I Books are Bent out together. Price 
over a swing. The one in the seat was with it, and that It cares nothing about ®o ok
swinging happily, the other crying and the N. S. A. or what its members think p ' ’

Lastly, all of the seven premium.

scolding. When asked what was the on the subject; nor does it in any way
matter, he said: “I want him to get out, interfere with the operation of natural Remember, these Premium Book? 
I want that seat to swing a little my- law. In fact, the only thing It does Is are only sent to our owu subscriber^ i 
self.” So with the fault-finders. They to alt and think—“ait and think?” I when thev send in their vearlv anh* 
want tbe seat and to exercise a little au- should have said “pervade and think”- “ weir yearly bud- , 
thority themselves. I have heard a for Intelligence can’t sit down, there be- scription to Ihe Progressive 
great many private criticisms of the N. lug no broad part of its body on which Thinker, which is always one dollar. 
S. A officials and their management, to rest. But, you see this thing—this Those who are not subscribers to The
ete., and have kindly asked the critics all—this infinite intelligence continually PbogRESBIVB Thinkbr must pay tho 
to attend the convention and state their not only outruns my power of expres- i . «igrievances there, where they may be Sion but my entire conceptions. regular retail price for these seven
considered and adjusted. j wanted to say a word with reference valuable books, which is $10.75.

These stay-at-homes never do have to prayer, in this connection. I don’t 
the right view of the thing they criti- object to the formality of Invocation as 
else, because they do not understand offered by, I might say, a majority of .. .. . . . .
what it is, or means, to try to lead a our speakers. Very few, if any of them, 19 only Premium book sent out
selfish, self-willed people out of dense have any Idea of changing the purposes for 25 cents.

Bear in mind, please, that Volume 3

into brighter conditions and realiza- of this “Infinite Intelligence” by their 
tlons. invocation. The most they hope for, as

The question before us is: Do we need far as I can learn, is to place themselves 
a National Spiritualists Association? If in a receptive condition. I offer no in- 
we need it to bring together and har- vocations, but If the spirit of invocation 
monize the isolated forces representing should come on me, I would. I merely 
this movement on earth so as to make spend a few moments in silence, losing 
Its power for good felt in the world, myself as far as possible from all I RFVFN P RM A PIT ART R PAAVO
then why not rally around the already thought. I have but one difficulty, that I K-LMAiiKAdLE dUUKo
established center, contribute of your h to break away from tbls silent med­
means one and all, as well as of your nation. But I don’t believe that any
minds, and pull together to that end? prayer ever changes the natural process

Even If you disagree on some points, of nature—It never would have turned

REMARKABLE OFFER,
FOR $2.35. ]

Offered at Far Less Thani 
Actual Cost. ?

what does It matter? Spiritualists the waters around Johnstown at the The Encyclopedia of Death, and. 
should agree to disagree, and work har- time of the flood. If God was Infinite, | Life in the Spirit World, Vol. 1, 
monlously under one banner, in sympa- omnipotent, and infinitely just, prayers 
tbetic reciprocity, all being allowed to for the salvation of those people would 
worship God or Idols In accord with have been unnecessary; if prayers were 
their unfolded consciousness and spirit- necessary, it is unfortunate to the uni- 
ual or purely selfish conceptions; for we verse that it is ruled by a tyrant On 
know Individual evolution brings all up every important occasion in every vll- 
sorae time where they see their mis- lag® the proceedings are opened and 
takes and naturally turn from Idols to closed by prayer by some clergyman on 
the one true God to whom they are In- hand for the occasion. Everybody 
separably linked and from that Central knows that the prayer Is a mere for- 
Source spiritually nourished. mallty, and that even if there is an

I am first, last, and all the time for or- Almighty personal being, he pays no 
ganlzatlon, national, state and local and attention whatever to tbe prayer. There 
may success attend all earnest effort in is no fashionable formality more empty 
that direction. MRS. M. KLEIN. than a prayer on such occasions.

I know this would be a radical depart- I ties of spirit communion and vesturing I easy matter to go oh and talk of what I Van Wert, O. 1 believe in both patriotism and ro­
ute from the part, but I believe such a Spiritualism in Its most attractive at- we know. Ugion, but not in the articles that go by
course would awaken an interest In the tire! The cause demands fraternal toll- In any case it Is good for wise men www**”**^^ these names. In the popular acceptation

Price................................ ........... | IM
The Encyclopedia of Death, and

Life in the Spirit World, Vol. 2, 
Price..............................................$

The Encyclopedia of Death, and 
Life in the Spirit World, Vol. 8, 

Price..........,.............................. $

1.50

S. A. or not. producing harmony, revealing the bean- being. Having done that, it will be an

Art Magic, or Mundane, Sub-Mun­
dane and Super-Mundane Spir­

itism. Price............................. I
Ghost Land, Spiritualism, Occult­

ism. Price . v.........*................ I 
The Next World Interviewed.
Price........ . ................. I

The Occult Life qf Jesus (Includ­
ing the Hull-Covert Debate). 

Price.. ....................................... I

1.50

1.50

$ 1.50

$ 1.25

$ 2.00

organization such as has not yet been ers, broad-minded elucldators; conces- and women to meet in convention, essential, the absolute, and the un- of the term patriotism In England and 
seen. As It is, but few of the chartered Bions and skilled constructors, embody- and each try to gather nuggets of gold- changeable, and embodying as I see it, America, and perhaps some other conn- 
societies pay their per capita tax, and if Ing In themselves a strong personal en wisdom from the others. Each one consciousness, energy, life, purpose, tries, It means plunder, and the man 
he by-laws were enforced there would magnetism. can return from the convention with all love, wisdom and will. who objects to plundering some other 
be but a very few delegates to our an- The spiritistic iconoclast with ham- the wisdom she or sho possessed when The thinking, the observing and the country for the benefit of a few of hls 
nual conventions who were entitled to mer for pounding, torch for burning, they went there, and as much addition- receptive, whether sectarist or spiritist, home nabobs, Is considered a traitor.
ake part in the proceedings. and lips for spitting spite at the al as they could gather from those as- are aware that the world is in the It Is impossible for some men to connect
I would hold a series of mass-meet- churches has had his day. He is a back sembled. throes of a great crisis, social, religious patriotism and philanthropy in one per- 

ngs In tbe various cities of the United chapter. The polemic period has largely Hoping that I may see yon, Mr. Ed- and political; and the higher phase of son. With them the man who opposes 
States and Canada during the coming past. If we have drunk from the foun- itor, at the Cleveland convention, and Spiritualism, having come to stay, is national plunder is a traitor and de­
year In the interest of the Association, tain of eternal life—if we have joined that it may prove successful at least, in advancing more and more to the front, serves death. In the same way cant Is
My experience in holding such meetings hands with tbe Spiritual world, if we answering some of your questions, I am The churches must accept it or die; the
n Ohio Is that they can be made self- have knowledge for faith, confidence as ever, yours for the advancement of political parties must be molded by its 
supporting, and will awaken an interest for fear; if we have something better the highest and the wisest thought upright, uplifting teachings or rot into 
in the cause wherever held. - than the orthodox sectarists, let us MOSES HULL. nonentity; and nations must adopt its

I do not believe the Spiritualists of | show it in our phenomena, our philoso- ennobling and benign principles of jus-
phy, our methods, our families, and in tke> brotherhood and altruism, or go
our daily practical lives, exhibiting all truth in intultiop, biology, psychology, the way of ancient Greece and Rome.

America can afford to let the N. S. A. 
pass into oblivion.

In conclusion let me urge the Spirit­
ualists of America to send delegates to 
the coming Cleveland Convention, and 
lend their aid in making the National 
Association what it ought to be.

Come, brothers, let us get together.
Willoughby, 0. E. W. BOND.

of the Spiritualists endorse and possibly 
have “proven.

Spiritualism comprehends all that Is 
true and can be proven. With such a 
field we should declare that which is 
positive, and In no manner utter an 
opinion or belief. No new definition or 
use of terms will settle the God ques­
tion. “God” must ever be a term used 
to express the unfathomed source of 
life and order. Hence we cannot limit, 
but must ever give our adoration to an 
eternal source of Incomprehensible 
power immanent In all form and force. 
Law is true and can be comprehended 
and discovered.. That design Is back of 
law seems to be unwarranted.

Finite' intelligence cannot postulate 
Infinite Intelligence without accepting 
the theory of design—hence personality. 
Infinite intelligence Is incomprehensi­
ble. hence the Spiritualists should not 
affirm it. Let us have a sensible dec­
laration that we can with reason go be­
fore the world as a people convinced of 
truth and not endorsing a belief. • 
‘ Fraternally, G. W. KATES.

Minneapolis, Minn.

“Wedding Chimes.” By Delpha Pearl 
Hughes. A tasty, beautiful and appro- 
ate wedding souvenir. Contains mar­
riage ceremony, marriage certificate, 
etc., with choice matter In poetry and 
prose. Specially designed for the use 
of the Spiritualist and Liberal ministry. 
Price 75 cents. For sale at this office.

•‘Humanity, Its Nature, Powers and 
Possibilities.” A concise, masterly, 
presentation of the facts and philoso­
phy of Spiritualism. For sale at this 
office. Price 25 cents.

“Astral Worship.” By J. H. Hill, M. 
D., For sale at this office. Price. $1.

“The Heresy Trial of Bev. B. F. Aus­
tin, M. A., D. D.; Giving a sketch of 
Dr. Austin’s life, story of the heresy 
trial, copy of the charges, ■ the heresy 
sermon, the scene at conference, ana 
Dr. Austin’S full address defending hls 
views on ( Spiritualism at the London 
Annual Conference at Windsor, Can.,” 
etc. Price 15 cents. For sale at this

the manly virtues, and all the womanly psychometry, phrenology, phreno-mag- Only tbe good and the true can forever 
graces, illumined and crowned with netism and psychic science, then man is endure.
pure love, unselfish and altruistic. not only a reasoning, but a morally re- When the divine principles of Spirit- 

Touching the status of the N. S. A. sponsible being,, the subject of moral uallsm—not merely spiritism (which is 
and what it has accomplished the past law, which law Implies government and little more than Babylonian necro- 
year and in former years, the presi- a moral Governor. This Governor, the mancyj, but of pure scientific and re­
dent, secretary and other officers will Neo-Platonlan proclus denominated ugious Spiritualism are accepted and 
Inform us at Cleveland. Causation; Wallace pronounced it the daily lived—when the Christ-spirlt of

In The Progressive Thinker’s Call— Supreme Mind, and the N. S. A. the jOve anj wisdom thrills every soul— 
“For Your Consideration,” it is s^ld In “Infinite Intelligence.” If there can be when the nations of the world abound 
substance that the Spiritualist dele- a better definition of that great Un- ln BplrItnal Spiritualists, peace and 
gates to the N. S. A. of 1899 formulated caused Cause I shall be among the first gOod-will will reign supreme everv- 
or evolved a-new deity of an entirely to accept it • . _ where beneath the sun; co-operation
new pattern—“Infinite Intelligence.” If It xB well known that both the secular will take the place of competition, labor 
I read their proceedings correctly they and religious press have at times writ- will be a pleasure rather than a 
did nothing of the kind; nor did they ten down Spiritualists as an Individual- drudgery, and the only rivalry wlll.be 
attempt It; but they did calmly express Ized^Heterogeneous toob, and Spiritual- as t0 who can educate and help the 
Belief In “Infinite Intelligence,” just as Ism as a Godless/ Christless, religion- most souig along in the thorny journey 
A. J. Davis years ago expressed belief less, prayerless, organizationless, and of bfe Tbe soq then will be as free for 
1? ^ .Great, £?8LtIve J’1!??’ P??^ ^ ^^Mess fad-(I make use of the word all t0 cniOvate as Is the balmiest air to 
the Universal Mind: and Alfred R. Wal- churchless because the Rev. Dr. Austin hreiths Omvov win wnvc In nlmrlv 
lace In the Supreme Mind, all of which writes me that ther^e about to organ- luxuriance o'er every pilgrim’s head7 
expressions would be naturally opposed ize a Spiritualist. &urch in Toronto, and dens win Woo£ wlde oase’ 
^y. ?. fu^ fa^t'findl?g.’ ^“y-81;110?^ Canada,)—I repeat, a prayerless, church- of d arld wasteB for the beneflt 
Spiritualists, hot a delegate of the less fad, belligerent, and purposeless, I of tbe unfortunate: the highways wil! 
1899 convention expressed a particle of with no expressed declaration of prin- T be planted with fruit-trees and tearful 
belief in the churchman’s personal clples. • 1 b i I orphans will find homes In a thousand
Judaistlc God. To so affirm was and is If these mfllwns of Spiritualists have palaces of benevolence, church edifices 
mendacious misrepresentation! truths, principles' ahd purposes they will be transformed Into lyceums and

Spiritualists generally make no at- should certainly declare them, letting rose-embowered school-houses, sensi- 
tempt to prove that a circle is circular, an Interesteaijwotld^ know something tlves will be appreciated, consulted and 
that two parallel lines cannot enclose concerning what .Spiritualism stands sustained, and the divine will, the
an Illinois farm, that space is, or that for. This thAN. S. A has done, subject equivalent of a universal religion, win
God exists. They consider these to be to revision, and I honor it for the manly ^ done on earth as it is in heaven,
axiomatic. Some may not so regard effort. This work or the N. 8. A. will j. M. PEEBLES, M. D.
them; and some, too, are color-blind, go in trailing^glory ah to history. Such Battle Creek, Mich.
This Is th'eir misfortune. Spiritists as Will not work for harmony I . __. _ _

The Brahm of the Hindu, the Allah and cannot distinguish between an j
of Islam, the Supreme Spirit of Krish- ecclesiastic creed with, its limitations | “The Bridge ‘Between Two World#.” 
na, the Causation of Proclus, the Spirit and paraphernalia fox.heresy trials, and By Abby A. Judson. This book fa ded* 
of Jesus, the Absolute Being of Spinoza, a broad declaration or principles, would icated to all earnest souls who desire, 
the OverSoul of Emerson, the Divine hardly have Sufficient . acumen to dis- by harmonizing their physical and their 
Energizing consciousness of Schurz, the tlnguish between a .horse-chestnut and psychical bodies with universal nature 
Positive Mind of Davis, the Supreme a chestnut horse, ‘^ognlzing, pitying, and their souls with the higher intelli-’ 
Mind of Wallace, the Our Father and we pass on. ’ - ./ - gences, to come Into closer connection
Our Mother Too of Theodore Parker, Spiritualism,, the direct antithesis of with the purer realms of the spirit
the Infinite Intelligence of the N. S. A. materialism, is the rock from which world. It Is written-in the sweet spirit- 
all meaning about the same thing, are have been hewn Christian science, met- ual tone that characterizes all of Miss 
quite satisfactory to me and I presume aphyslcal -science, ^ychic science, tho Judson’s literary works. Priced cloth, 
to a vast majority of American Spirit- osophy, the new theology—all, in fact $1; paper, 75 cents. For sale at this 
uallsts. True, there are rumors that of the mighty redemptive forces that office.
there’s a new God being evolved to be under differentnd^nes have graced the -social Upbuilding, Including Co-op- 
known as “The-niolccular-corelatlon-of- last century. It IS the great brooding- erative Systems and the Happiness and 
polarized-reclprocity.” When duly ves- mother of all inspired truths, because | Ennoblement of Humanity.” By E. D. 
tured and set up as a 20th century in- originating in an< ' ' “ ’ “ ’
vention, we shall kindly inquire of the h
makers how consciousness could have 
been, or can be evolved from non-con- 
sclousness; ahd energizing, reasoning, 
rational ise from non-Hfe. ^Ihn Is not , 
a self-made automatic tuachihe; but a ■ 
rational, moral gnd responsible being, 
with spirituality as the crowning key­
stone of the cranial arch. And If there’s

spired truths, because t Ennoblement of Humanitv ” By E D.
A from the spirit; nnd Babbitt, LL. D.. M. D. This comprises 

spirit, as I understand , it, is the ^e last part of Human Culture aud 
of J^- • • i’ x Guro. Paper.cover. 15 cents. For sale

C While mediums—of wbat are more at this office. • 
appropriate words—intermediaries and ‘ ■ ‘ . . .

j sensitives—arc indispensable to our “Never-Ending Life Assured by MScl- 
' move til ent, and while spiritistic phe- ence.” By Lanier Kent Tenney. A 
nomeria demonstrate a future conscious strong and conclusive argument from
existence, the philosophy of Spiritual- the basis of science. For sale at this
Ism Ie rooted and grounded In God, the i/ftffice. Price 6 cents.

aaWiii

substituted for religion, and the man 
who objects to cant is considered not 
only Irreligious, but wicked and deserv­
ing of ostracism. The great difficulty 
with some of our Spiritualist brothers 
and sisters Is that, associating cant with 
religion, they seem to think we who be­
lieve Spiritualism to be a religion are 
necessarily believers in the cant that 
passes for religion. And thus they also 
make Jesus responsible for all the fol­
lies of the church. Ingersoll’s great lec­
ture on the Devil was a grand lecture 
indeed, so far as evangelism was con­
cerned, but when he left the inference 
that the evangelical church drew their 
authority for their teachings from 
Jesus or even from any part of the book 
called the Bible, he spoiled hls lecture, 
with biblical scholars.

To - me Spiritualism Is indeed a re­
ligion. It blends into one heaven and 
earth. It associates those who have 
gone before with those who remain 
here. Enables us to live in the mag­
netism of the Spirit world, gives us 
strength and courage when we should 
otherwise be weak. Did I not think 
that men and women would be ad­
vanced in their spiritual and ethical 
natures by believing In It, it seems to 
me I should lose some of the zeal which 
actuates me In the promulgation of the 
cause.

I would open the gateway between 
this world and the higher world, tbat 
we may learn from their experiences 
that we sit In communion with those we 
loved on effrth. Further, I would have 
all those who accept the faith of Spirit­
ualism assemble at least once a week, 
and listen to the instructions coming 
from our teachers and from each other, 
for in this way we may grow. We can 
learn nothing at the churches, for the 
aim of popular preaching is to put In 
the time saying nothing. Some of the 
best teachers in the world are found In 
the ranks of Spiritualism/ and by- 
uniting we have the opportunity of 
assisting each other to learn. ;
. Norton, Kan. D. W* HULL. •

“principles of Light and Color” By 
E. D. Babbitt, M. D.. LL. D, A truly 
great work of. a mhster mind, and one 
whom Spiritualists should delight to 
honor. The result of years of deep 
thought and patient research into . Na­
ture’s finer forces are here gathered 
and made amenable to the .well-being of 
humanity.' Medical men especially, and 
scientists, general readers and students 
of occult forces will find, instruction of 
great value and interest, A large, four- 
pound book, strongly bound,'and con­
taining beautiful Illustrative -plates. 
For safest this office. Price, postpaid, 
$5. It Is a wonderful work and you 
will be delighted with it _

Total prjce to the trade............. $10.75
Total price to our subscribers. .$ 2.35 

Tile Progressive Thinker one year
and the seven premium books. .$ 3.35
These seven books,- substantially and 

elegantly bound, and printed In the 
neatest style of the printer’s art will bd 
furnished to our subscribers alone for 
$2.35. But bear in mind that in order 
to secure these SEVEN valuable pre­
mium books for $2.35, the order must be 
accompanied with a year’s subscription 
for The Progressive Thinker. The 
paper one year, $1.00; tho seven books* 
$2.35. Total $3.35.

The aggregate price of these seven 
books to the trade Is $10.75. In order 
to assist in forming a Spiritual and 
Occult Library In every Spiritualist’s 
home, these seven valuable books are 
furnished to our subscribers for $2.35, 
which Is less by far than their actual 
cost The authors make no charge for 
the vast amount of labor bestowed on 
these works, and which extended oven 
many years. The publisher receives not 
a single cent for the great expense he 
was to, hundreds of dollars being paid 
out in putting them In type, and elec­
trotyping the pages, and making them 
ready for the printer. That is why you 
are getting these Intensely interesting 
books for almost nothing. We are only 
carrying out the Divine Plan, Inaugu* 
rated only by The Progressive Thinker. 
There are thousands of Spiritualists 
who take no Spiritualist paper, and this 
Inducement Is offered, in order that! 
they may commence forming at once a 

.Spiritual and Occult Library, and thus . 
keep in line with the advancing proceed * 
slon. The postage on the above books - 
and expense of mailing is about 85 • 
cents, hence you are almost receiving , • 
them as an absolute gift.

By taking 85 cents from $2.35, you 
will find that all we have left us for ; 
those seven books Is only $1.50.

CLUBS OF TEN.
One Thousand Clubs Wanted

In Clubs of Ten subscribers we give - 
the following for $1.15: The Progressive 
Thinker one year, and your choice of ' 
od* of these two books—Volume 3 of 
the Encyclopedia of Death, and Life la • ■ 
the Spirit World, or The Next World In* 
terviewed, both remarkable works, an$ 
.worth their weight in gold to evert 
thoughtful student. The one who gets 
up the club will be entitled to The Pro* 
gresslve Thinker one year and both ot ' 
the above books. No other books caff 1 
be substituted for the above. In Clubs. • 
They are neatly and substantially <: 
bound, and will be an ornament to any : 
center table. The aggregate price of 
these two books to the trade fa $2.75, ; . 
What yon pay for them in clubs onW 
defrays the expense of postage and 
mailing. ' i • '

“ Cultivation of Personal. Magnetism.
A Treatise on Human Culture.” Bn
Leroy Berrler, Eft Hit at tbls office
Wce|l<.. *^- ^
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TO CONVINCE MANKIND WISE THE STANDARD. “INFINITE <W." 1ANALYZED.
Does Not Wish 1 Ne}| God. Should Reorganize All AlongThe the Lineftot fed quite 
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Will the coming convention of the Na­
tional Spiritualist Association reflect or

To the Editor:—I do 
adequate to the articl

express the position or desires of the | ctous. 
great body of intelligent Spiritualists?

nor, with the views I entertain .upon the 
subject involved, do I think It judl-

SUGGESTIONS.
National Spiritualists

Association.
; AS tUe time is near at hand when the 
N# S. A. will hold its annual meeting, 

> ‘it’is well to inquire wherein it has 
. failed, and how it can become an effect­

ive agent in building up genuine Spir-
: itualism.'

The Chief Mission of Spir
itualism.

The grand failure of the N. S. A., aud 
the one that includes all the minor ones, 
is its apparent incapacity to coinpie- 
bend and give expression to the all-ln- 

, elusive principles of Modern Spiritual­
ism, and instead, has put forth what is 
in direct antagonism to those principles. 
If Spiritualism has anything differenti­
ating it from the past, it is its perfect 
naturalness, and consequent repudiation 
of all forms of supernaturalism. It is a 
settled position that no gods or super- 

: human beings have anything whatever 
to do with the phenomena. No more 
than they have to do with the telegraph 
or telephone. But the N. 8. A. affirms 
that “We (Spiritualists) believe that the 
phenomena of nature, physical aud 
spiritual, are the expressions of Infinite

Six Gods Killed in One 
Batch.

Long absence from home finds me out 
of touch With the N. 8. A. workers, as 
well as wltb their wide-awake critics. 
Has not an unnecessary warmth of 
feeling arisen among estimable breth­
ren over the composition, size, weight, 
complexion and prerogatives of the “In­
finite Intelligence,” or “Supreme Pow-
er?” The chief mission of Spiritualism 
would seem to be to convince mankind 
tbat mortals live as conscious entities 
after death; that they can and do com­
municate with the inhabitants of earth 
through appointed avenues; tbat the 
after existence offers everyone of us the 
possibility of upward progression. All 
beyond these nuclei are, ought to be, 
and, as I understand it, are intended to 
remain matters for individual faith. 
There is room under these principles for 
every shade of belief from tbat of a 
Personal God to the antipodal denial of

intelligence.”
Let us note some of the “physical phe­

nomena.” The earthquakes, volcanoes, 
cyclones, tbe famine-creating drouths, 
the devastating storms, tbe insect pests, 
etc., are all “the expressions of Infinite 
intelligence!” There are no Inherent, 
automatic energies in this vast pano­
rama of nature, it is all infinite intelli­
gence.

But let us note some of the “spiritual 
phenomena of nature”: The love that 
blesses and saves, the hate that tor­
tures, malms and destroys; the wars 
that butcher, enslave, cripple and de­
moralize; the slaughter of men, wo- 
and children in South Africa, China and 
the Philippines; the cheatery, fraud, 
stealing and plundering; the inspired

all else save Law aud Evolution. Shall 
we excommunicate each other because 
of different views upon a question none 
of ub can absolutely demonstrate, and 
upon which varying messages through 
different media show equal diversity of 
opinion among the denizens of the spirit 
world? During this very week, oue 
whom I knew intimately in the years 
before transition said to me through a 
deeply entranced medium: “I earnestly 
ask and pray to God, if there is one,

stantly helping to build up state and 
local societies by active missionary 
work, aided by the earnest efforts of 
isolated Spiritualist workers who will 
Interest the people in the thoughts,

to Do
Tbe time for the meeting of the Na-

meeting some attention Iu the pages of 
The Progressive Thinker year after 
year, I will follow my custom In this; 
but let it be understood that it is with

STILL A BABY
Needs Helping Hands, Not | There is Good Work for It

Kicks
Shall tbe next annual convention of 

Spiritualists amuse themselves' in 
another attempt at creed-making and 
ambitious metaphysical speculations? 
I have no objections. It may encourage 
aud incite to a closer and deeper study 
of things spiritual aud be useful in the 
development and unfoldment of truth 
among us. Such creeds are, of course, 
entirely without authority; we regard 
such things now as representative only

To tbe Editor:—You ^sk, Has the Na­
tional Association failed during the I tlonal Association of Spiritualists is 
many years of Its existence to meet the | again upon us, and as I have paid each 
requirements of Spiritualists and Spirit­
ualism?” The National Association is

CARRIE E. S. TWING.

For myself, I should be decidedly ad­
verse to auy attempted? definition of 
Deity by auy company aof men with 
which I was associated.'1 Thepen is not 
yet grown or manufactured tbit can do 
it. The mind has not yet come’into be­
ing tbat can conceive it;'. God lb incom- 

l prehenslble; and unedmpressible by

Judging froiq Hs past work and efforts 
it will uot. So far the N. 8. A. has not 
been a representative body; its dele­
gates at the Chicago Annual meeting 
did no more than represent a handful in 
numbers, and in capacity, experience 
and wisdom, with the exception of a 
baker’s dozen, the representation was i auy hydraulic or othbr power yet 
putty-clay In the hands of the potter. known to tbat infinitesimal personality

What has the association done tbe called Man. We know'nothing1 of Him 
past year more than to maintain from I ^yt what He has revealed to Us.. Strike 
week to week, a dogged, determined oUt Ui8 revelations, and all is blank, 
dunning for money to help out the I anj we are thrown back upon the 
Mayer scheme / Are tbe officers so blind I merest and the wildest conjecture, 
and deaf that they do not see, and know j am so at odds with many Splritual- 
that the Mayer fund, tbe Spiritual I ists—and even with you, my dear, good 
Home in Washington, is not endorsed I friend—tbat my pen would run counter 
by the living, acting, thoughtful Spirit- I to a very strong current of belief. I 
uallsts of America? Do they not yet see haYe fulth in the Yerjty of my convic- 
and realize that we are not sufficiently I tious; unshakable—firm as the firma- 
subjugated to want a high priest, or meut—feeling that I stand on a rock

only seven years old, and seven years 
are not enough to make It more than a 
baby yet, and the babe might have been 
far stronger had It had more helping 
hands and less kicks. The struggle to 
make this organization what it should

pope at Washington? Why can’t tbe 
leaders of the N. S. A. movement real-

of the views and opinions of the few I be—the stronghold of Spiritualism, both 
who create them. To us Spiritualists, | In a spiritual and. financial way, con-
they only suggest what orthodox creed- 
alism might attempt if allowed or en­
couraged by us. All thinking people 
realize now that all such expressions or 
declarations represent individual opin­
ion only, and that they are entitled only 
to the respect they merit. Nothing of 
'the sort can exercise mandatory influ-

no hostile feeling to auy work which 
will lead to the advancement of the 
facts of Spiritualism.
- The unification of tbe thought of Spir­
itualists is an impossibility. To make 
of it a church is equally out of the 
range of human contrivance, or for 
that, even desirability. Who would 
want another church created? Have 
we not had enough of that institution?
Each person answering that question, 
would result in many different answers.

The association' as a representative 
body of people tried to give last year 
some definite character to the work that 
it had in view. It felt that it was time 
to set before the world a creed—a set of 
principles that would so describe, the 
cult that the world might just under­
stand what a real Spiritualist Is. Out­
side there was a great deal of talking 
and dissatisfaction about this creed, but 
it was passed with a stout majority,

thus forming societies where there 
could bave been none bad not our mis­
sionaries responded to their calls—in 
fact bringing the work to the same per­
fection the Patrons of Husbandry have 
done, with its National well-officered 
and tbe states keeping in touch with the 
National, tbe county and local in touch 
with both state and National, all work­
ing for the common good of the agricul­
turists of qur nation. This, in,my be­
lief, may be the future of the National.

ence over us Spiritualists who are about 
as much inclined to be a law unto our­
selves as any sect or set of people on 
earth to-day, I think. Therefore I have. 
no objection to my sisters and brethren 
affirming their creeds anywhere, on any 
subject, at any time within reason.

I believe we would not bother so 
much about such things but for the fear

compared with which Gibraltar is an 
unstable and petty pebble; and yet 1 
should know that many others—of 
greater intelligence, but of less faith—’ 
would charge me with credulity. This 
would only provoke hostility in the 
ranks of Spiritualism; for, of all futile 
things, argument on religious themes 
stands ahead.

ize that neither of their leading efforts 
at tbe Chicago meetings are endorsed? 
Will they at the coming eighth annual 
meeting persist In their efforts to try 
and cram their “intelligence god” and 
the Washington home down the throats 
of Spiritualists who have most emphat­
ically refused to endorse either?

If the N. 8. A. has exerted any 
marked influence the past year, it has 
been to distract, divide and disintegrate 
local societies and camps.

The most trouble has been manifested - 
about the point tbat a Spiritualist be­
lieves In Infinite Intelligence.

It will at once be clear tbat the defl-

that, unchallenged, such practices may 
encourage a desire for and attempt at 
authority later on. I think this is the 
chief trouble with us now; we are 
afraid it is an attempt at dictation; 
that the N. S. A. is assuming to control 
and direct us according to unsavory or­
thodox methods. This is where the shoe 
pinches with most of us, In my opinion, 
and I suggest and believe this will con­
tinue to be the^case and greatly retard 
our success, just as long as we permit

Creator and the ere:

LUTHER R. MARSH

Part 
(In*

pathy with It. Some of its action has 
not commended itself to me. I have not 

thought tbat a society could so appro­

priate the truths of Spiritualism, and

book; Beautiful spiritual thought, com­

bining advanced ideas on the finer and

that is the reason Mills and Savage 
think it wise to kill off a lot of them;

gence.” We will ordain ministers, offer 
prayers and invocations, sing “Nearer, 
My God, to Thee;” baptise babies when

By F. E. Titus, Barrister, Toronto, Can­

ada.' A summary of recent investiga­

tions into Life, Force ‘ and Substance-

“After Her Death. The Story of a 
Summer.” By Lilian ’ Whiting. No 
mind tbat loves spiritual thought can 

fail to bo fed and delighted with this

MVLxa low WF, * uive uuo wuvotuuvd, I part, what and where is the wholeness? 
and conclusions therefrom. Price 10 I Who will answer?

old furnish an ample basis for ’ cents. For sale at this office. ' • DR. M. E. CONGER.

sallsm of true Spiritualism, and put In 
its place a degrading sectarianism.

J. 8. LOVELAND.

Summerland, Cal.

GEO. B. WARNE.

“duman Culture ami' Cure.
First. The Philosophy of Cure, 
eluding Methods and Instruments).* 

By E. D. Babbitt, M. D„ LL. D. A 
very Instructive and valuable work. It

it. It cannot be understood, cannot be , -
Interpreted by anything else; but lt/| ^“e I Am is man.

If the N. 8. A.’s “Infinite Intelligence'

tbat, in

V

this creature of the local societies, de­
pendent upon and supported by them, 
to stand before the world, in loci paren­
tis, as the dog instead of the tail.

I

erated, and the proper punishment for 

any violation of Its functions distinctly 
stated; so that the officers of the asso­
ciation should not be in danger of in­
flicting too severe penalties.
For myself, dear Francis, I am quite

most caution.”

Reader, that is the real position of the 

N. S. A.. If the ensuing annual meeting 

refuses to annul its creed, or if it makes 
It stronger, in the church direction, as 

Will no doubt be attempted, the death 
knell of Spiritualism, so far as its pres­

ent organization is concerned, will be 
sounded. It will repudiate the univer-

from the very nature of things, Is the 

interpreter of all which has gone before. 

The religions, the ethical, the govern­

mental, civic and social life are all re­
solvable by its philosophy. Necessarily, 
the last, the highest, becomes a recon-

work and can give reasons for hls posi­
tion. - Modern Spiritualism Is not de­

pendent upon National Spiritual Asso­

ciations, or amateur delegates or lead­

ers. A few Lovelands would soon 
make a foundation for an association, if 
one was needed, but the need is not 
proven by along ways; thus far the ef­

fort of the second attempt, has not

. On beFalf of thousands, I protest 
against this belittling and sectarianiz- 
Ing of Spiritualism; and I unite with 

them in demanding that the creed be 
expunged, and a simple declaration that 

’. all Spiritualists can endorse, be substi­
tuted in its stead. The affirmations in 

paragraphs 4 and 5. with one affirming

I am lu accord with your Sentiment 
that every one should form hls own con­
cept of Deity. That is W’btfsiness, 

and not another’s. t No -convention 
should bind him to retdye1 such por­

trait as It may limn. No' creature can 

form a just and competent Idea of his 
Creator; nor, as I think, Is he required

:• judges and railroad officials, and secure | 

legacies, marriage fees and half-fares.

-Do-you say/that is hypocrisy? I can’t 
help that. It Is precisely what tbe get- 

. ters-up of that creed affirm in sub­
stance as an excuse and reason for its 

. peculiar wording. They say that the 

problem before them was to construct a

proven any more acceptable than the 
first; thus tar all Spiritual organizations 

that have attempted more than a simple 

business organization, have proven fail­

ures, at leabt not one has proven a suc­

cess from an external poiint of view. 
Isn’t there some significance In this

content with the God we have. I do not 

wish a new one... ' , '

If there is no “Supreme Being,” I 

wonder how Prof. Draper’s “irresistible 
laws” got footing in; the '’.world. Did 
they formulate, evolvp, ana’ l^act them­

selves? If the world'is a'mere “auto-

man, there is an .inheritqfi^e of some 
faint glimpses of tne paternal attri­
butes. • ’ • ;
Good friend, In refiling .your letter 

and circular, I immediately sat down 
and hastily wrote off -th^ letter, to 
prove to you why It^ld Hht appear to 
me judicious to wri&‘ the11 Article you 
spoke of. Anyhow, Tam, 01 ’

Yours sincere!^1 .

matlc engine,” who evolved its machin­
ery and motive power and: set it a- 
golng? Did it do it feelf ?M ,

• I do not think it blasphemy to think 

that man was created In The image of 
God; or to think tharthereijs a kinship 
and somewhat similitude ^between the

that I may reach my family on earth.” 
Let us remember there is more than 

one picture of a PersonaLGod. He is 
not of necessity a relentless avenger, 
but may be the giver of bread instead 
of stones, and know better than earthly 
parents how to give good gifts to hls

J /
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utterances of our speakers and writers: 
the howling profanity of the street and 
the vulgar mouthings of tbe brothel 
are, according to this creed, “the ex­
pressions of infinite intelligence.”

But tbe creed says further: “We be­
lieve that a correct understanding of

children.
Tbe Christian world having burled 

the Devil, would now seem to be busily 
engaged in preparing the obsequies of 
the God of olden time.

Months ago I read upon the outer bul­
letin board pf a religious beadquarters 
In Chicago, the announcement of a new 
book ‘by a college president, In words

For an organization labelled National, 
and Spiritual, at the close of the nine­
teenth century, at its annual gathering, 
to go into the business of making a god 
as a corner-stone for a declaration of 
principles to rest on, was one of the 
most ridiculous and absurd efforts pos­
sible for the writer to contemplate; to 
expect anything but division and antag­
onism from such leaders, Is to be woe-

I believe in a Personal God; you do 
uot. J

I believe In the divinity of Christ; you 
do not. '

I accept the Apostles’ Creed except 
the clause for the resurrection of the 
body, if it means physical body; you 
do not.

I believe In the substantial authentic­
ity of the Bible; you do not.

If in its struggle to live it had been 
aided by those who from its first incep­
tion have assumed the position of crit­
ics none too kind; if the good it has al­
ready done could be held up to vlewx as 
well as what is claimed its weak points; 
if every fault-finder had aided by tbelr 
presence and vote at our conventions; If 
the motives could be better understood 
of thoSe who have its interests at

such expressions, and living in accord­
ance therewith constitutes the true re­
ligion.” Well, tbe thief, the prostitute, 
the murderer lives “in accordance” 
with those “expressions,” hence, theft, 
murder and all forms of crime “consti­
tute the true religion!" Most certainly, 
no one can live along all the lines of 
these expressions at the same time. It 
will need all the reincarnations of tbe 
Thedsophlst to cover tbe whole field of 
these “expressions of infinite intelli­
gence.*’

But It Is not true that “the phenom- 
; ena of nature, physical and spiritual, 

are tbe expressions of infinite intelll- 
?ence.” They are all finite, and it is 
alee In fact and false in logic to as-

Bume a cause transcending the charac­
ter of the effect. A finite expression or , 
effect needs only a finite cause, and it 
can have no other. The expressions, ut­
terances, manifestations of man are all 
of them finite, and therefore, cannot lay 
claim to infinite causation. ,

How logicians and teachers of logic 
could endorse such a creed passes my I 
comprehension. It is an attempted em- 

■ bodiment of the old church notion of de- 
r sign, in language calculated to deceive 

the superficial and unthinking masses. 
If Its getters-up had intended to put 
-forth a two-faced document they could 
.not have constructed one more perfect­
ly adapted to tbat purpose. When they 
want to satisfy some Judge tbat Spir­
itualism is a Religion, in order to hold a 
legacy, they very solemnly say: “We be-

something like these: “Did man make 
God, or God make map? I felt like 
pausing long enough to chalk opposite, 
the answer: Both.

Like the early Greeks mankind is 
still creating mythical, deities and 
clothing them with fabulous powers as 
well as with human foibles. The kind 
of God in which a man believes Is very 
apt to be au exact reproduction of what 
dominates hls interior self.

If the National Association has pro­
vided a straight-jacket for each Spirit­
ualist upon the God question, mine 
must have gone astray. Anyone finding 
it need not speed it to its destination, 
but 1’eel. fully authorized to return It at 
railroad speed to secretary Longley, 
Washington, D. 0.

fully disappointed. What a contrast be­
tween Spiritualists at the bead of the 
N..8. A. movement, and M. J. Savage, 
B. Fay Mills and Thomas B. Gregory, 
and a dozen lesser lights who have 
been killing off the heathen gods for the 
past year. Dr. Savage says that “Tbe 
Gods must die, In order that man may 
live.”

The Rev. B. Fay Mills killed off six 
gods in one discourse last June; here 
are tbelr names: 1. Tbe Absentee God.

II-
iy

nition of Spiritualism must be widely 
stretched to admit tbe problem of 
causation. I cannot see that tbat prob­
lem comes into the subject.

Spiritualism deals wltb the problem 
of man’s continuous life. It is not a 
question of the cause of life; but the 
fact of a future life after the death _ox 
the body. It Is a particular study of

heart—in fact, if Spiritualists would try 
to see alike, believing that by organiza­
tion they would have an equal power 
with any other organization, in legisla­
tion as to our rights to property, and 
the protection of our mediums, etc., etc.,I base my beliefs, in those respects, 

upon communications which I have sup­
posed, and yet think, came from the 
highest beings in the spirit spheres. 
This through years, with countless con­
verging proofs and confirmations. I 
cannot, in this brief letter, enter upon 
these evidences; but they sweep me into 
a faith, clearas tbe cope of heaven.

I do not accept, as a whole, your quo­
tation from Prof. Draper, as authority. 
Iu some respects it is opposed to my ad­
vices. I am feal to my own messages. 
They control my beliefs.

Tbe creation of the N. S. A. in its 
present form, and our continuance of it, 
was and is, in my opinion, in the light 
of the world’s experiences of the abuses 
of ecclesiastical authority and because 
It is in opposition to our championship 
of natural democracy and personal 
equality, a most ridiculous and repre­
hensible blunder. I opposed it from tbe 
start and before it was organized, 
though I favored the payment of its

then almost every will made by a Spir­
itualist for the good of Spiritualism 
would not be contested, and being a 
Spiritualist would not be deemed a fit-

certain psychical phenomena that h^; 
pen, and do they prove that man livqM 
after death? There may be Infinite In­
telligence—there may not be Infinite 
Intelligence at the back of natural phe­
nomena—nature may be the effect of

2. The Limited God. 3. The Negative 
God. 4. The Unkind God. 5. The un­
just, God. 6. The Partial God. I pre­
sume he had not heard of tbe one made 
In Chicago last October, christened “In­
finite Intelligence.” I suggest that tbe

I do not agree that “all revelation is 
necessarily a fiction.” I receive revela­
tion as a reality. The revelations to me 
from what purports to be from high 
spirit sources, are, to me, genuine, real, 
infallible, sacred, verity itself.

I do not agree tbat “there is no such

Jubilee deficit because we bad allowed 
its creditors to, at least, infer that we 
Spiritualist? were behind this laudable 
attempt to honor our decarnate leaders. 
But for us who know what aristocracy 
and ecclesiastlclsm have done to curse 
humanity and block the progress of our 
race; preaching from our rostrums hu-

ting for the plea of Insanity.
If the National has defects, it has 

been because in a way it has been 
crippled and Its management could-not 
work out their highest Ideal, and that 
Inability has been caused by the apathy 
or opposition of those whom it would 
seem would desire to see an organized 
effort for the promulgation of truths 
that free from bondage, and heal the 
broken-hearted.

Infinite Intelligence or It may .not. 
There is no way to demonstrate either 
side of the proposition. Put it either 
way and it Is but a guess. Is it wise 
for Spiritualists to teach as true that 
which in its very nature is and must 
always be a guess?
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all possible efforts iu educating our­
selves and the.people of tbe world. 
Lifted thus above the narrowness and 
shallowness of* sectarianism, we shall 

| begin to appreciate tbe all-inclusiveness 
of Spiritualism.

All intelligent Spiritualists know that 
mediumship is the great arcanum 
whence has Issued every form of rellg- 

| ion and superstition which has blessed 
or cursed the ages. It is the key which 
unlocks all human mysteries. Hence,

N. 8. A, Spiritualists’ God be turned 
over to our Christian orthodox and het­
erodox friends, and if be, It, or she, can 
stand their tests we might be led to be­
lieve we had made quite a decent, re­
spectable God.

Now we all know, who think, that the 
God question is not a complex one, but 
a simple one. It has been made com­
plex by manipulation, which has been 
tbe work of priestcraft In the past as in 
the present. Without a god of some 
sort the occupation of the priest and 
pope Is gone.

It is a simple fact that the gods in all 
ages of history have been man-made- 
man gods. They are the same to-day;

thing as Providence.” On the contrary, 
I brieve tb^t there is no thing outside 
of Providence; nothing but Providence.

If those Who call “the vital force 
which pervades the 5 world,” “God,” 
are “illiterate,” as th^ Professor af­
firms, then I come within the category 
of Illiteracy, ':

Ueye in infinite intelligence.” When the I 
; Judge says, “You don’t affirm ‘an’ infi­

nite Intelligence,” they answer “We be­
lieve the phenomena of nature, physical 
and spiritual, are the expressions of In­
finite intelligence.” And as spiritual ex­
pression Is impossible to anything but a 
personality, we most certainly profess 
the true religion, for our infinite Intelll- ' 
•gence is nothing less and nothing else 
but your personal God.

To the critical Spiritualists, they say, 
0, we did not put in tbat little article 
“an,” because we did not mean to affirm 
a personal Deity but only a vague kind 
of pantheism, but In such a shape that 
we could pull the wool over the eyes of

Spiritualists are the masters, the edu­
cators of the ignorant world in every­
thing pertaining to its religious theo- 
rels and experience.'

All forms of government have been 
the offshoots of pre-existent religions. 
Hence, all the relations aud asserted 
rights and duties of man, as a citizen, 

। are the outgrowths of bls religions, the 

l solution of which pertains to tbe Spirit­
ualistic Philosophy. All the great 

strides of nature, In her evolutionary 
career, have been ascenslonal. The last 
one always higher thau the preceding.

I Spiritualism, the last unfolding of hu- 
manitary life, Is consequently the high­
est. The last, the highest, includes the 
essentials of all below, all that preceded

Prof. Draper believes only In on un­
organized diffusive po\ver—though in 
that case, it should not be spelled with 
a capital P. He does pot believe in a 
“Supremo Being.” I do, fully, absolute­
ly, unqualifiedly, and beyond'all possi­
bility of doubt. 11

I concede the great lability, ’the tech­
nical scholarship, the large , repute of 
Professor Draper; but I venture to dif­
fer from some of bis views—f|om some 
of them toto colo.

they want to improve our conceptions, 

they want wiser, more humane, and 
more Spiritual gods to take the place of 
the old heathen gods. I say amen to 
the killing off of those visionary 
heathen gods; it will clear the atmos­
phere, we will all breathe more, and 

our health will be improved.

If reformers demand a change in any 

direction, it always seems best to wait 
until we can substitute better things, 
better conditions, before we remove the 
old.
My substitute for the present concept 

is, to make gods of all humanity. The 

unfolded humanity is to be the “Blas­
ter” of all things, in heaven and earth.

man brotherhood; with all history and 
our present day experiences crying out 
in bitterness and woe against the op­
pressions of our masters; for us, in the 
light and knowledge of what our de­
carnate leaders are doing, who appa­
rently know neither creed, class nor 
condition, but are making even Inno­
cent little children leaders of men, 
choosing tbelr instruments and co-

As for it assuming to cut out or formu­
late, or fashion and label it Infinite In­
telligence,” I do not know why as an or­
ganization that had not as good a right 
to a declaration of principles as any 
other body of people, and tbe majority 
rule.

workers from among all spheres of life 
here, from the poor and tbe rich, tbe 
lowly and exalted, all these working in­
dependently of each and tbe work going 
on under their care and guidance in a

Sclence cannot Interfere wltb the 
problem of God or no God. Science can 
only deal with phenomena. Absolute 
Cause is in the domain of metaphysics 
and no postulate of modern science.

But whether a man lives after death 
Is strictly a scientific question to be 
proved by evidence.

lam sorry to say so far tbe work of 
the association has beeu more meta­
physical than scientific. Tbe leaders

Had the opposers of Infinite Intelli­
gence been there In numbers it could 
not bave passed, therefore there would 
have been no “Infinite Intelligence.”

world-wide reformation such as has 
never been seen before among us; for 
us, In this land of comparative liberty, 
tbe cradle of republicanism, to attempt 
ecclesiastical forms of control over

to attempt it. A spark, struck from the 

sun, cannot comprehend that solar orb.

I am not sufficiently informed as to 
the doing of the National Spiritualists 
Association to judge of its accomplish­
ment. I have never been in full sym-

Modern Spiritualism; to select a presi­
dent over it and us, and one who shall 
stand, before the world ostensibly as its 
“Head” and our Chief High Priest; 
who shall feel that, in some way, he is 

In authority over us and it and responsi­

ble for its progress aud our welfare, 
and should enact or declare a creed for 
our guidance and so that the world may 
see how respectable our church is 
getting to be; that It is now in line with 
all the others, has a national creed and

have been bent upon a religion, and 
bave invented that absurd phrase 
“scientific religion.” There may be a

With me it did not hurt at all, only It 
seemed like going a good way around to 
evade tile word. God. I am old-fash­
ioned and I cannot understand princi­
ples of nature tbat always have been 
and always will be, without asking for 
the cause, more than I cap understand 
eternal law without wondering about 
the eternal law-giver. It seems strange 
that when that which Is the most sim­
ple in character, or the most wonderful 
in execution must bave been brought 
Into existence by tbe power of thought

philosophy of religion, but there cannot 
be a science of religion unless it Is this, 
tbat state of the physiological con-!
sclousness in modes of emotion, belief 
and ecstasy as they differ from ordi­
nary feeling and moral sympathy when 
excited by the thought of God. A sei- ' 
ence of religion would be the science of

in our finite world, how the worlds 
around our planet earth move In their 
endless rounds obeying a law that was 
never made. It takes the mechanic’s 
thoughts to make a chair—but worlds

all the necessary paraphernalia of 

official existence and consequent gangs 

of ringsters and strikers. Ab, sisters 
and. brethren, these things are all 
wrong, ip my opinion, pathetically so, 
and pot until we do away with all this

tbe structure of God and a description 
of the machinery he employs to reach 
the mind of man and nature. Such 
knowledge is impossible, therefore there 
cannot be a science of religion. Spirit­
ualism cannot be both a science and a 
religion. But what of that, anyway, 
but verbiage—words, words. Let It go.

make themselves.

As there are natures acute in all the 
affairs of life, cultivated, and richly en­
dowed by nature, yet to them the most 
entrancing music is only “a noise,”

There is something very important in 
Spiritualism, and what is it? The soul 
of man Ilves after death and the fact is 
provable by evidence. This association 
Is doing good work when It adds weight 
to the proof of the fact.

It Is expected of the meeting this year 
that there will be another tug of war

creed that would enable Spiritualism to I 

pose In tbe courts as a legal religion, so 
that legacies could be held. Some kind

,. of a God was needed to do that, and 
hence, the infinite Intelligence dodge.

This infinite Intelligence Is tbe same 
old personal God of the church, or it Is 
a new one made up for a special use, or 
it means Pantheism in its broadest 

sense. I think there can be no doubt 

tbat the N. S. A., In formulating its 
creed, meant the old god with a some­
what different dress. That is the meth­
od adopted by the Unitarians.
. But to hold legacies It is entirely un­
necessary to profess any kind of relig-

structor. It makes all things new; It 
evolves a new Idea, and one new Idea 
will reconstruct the whole system of 

human thought, just as a new chemical 

element will completely change any 

compound with which it can unite. 

Spiritualism Is naturalism, hence, the 
entire Idealism of the old religions is 
dissolved, and reconstruction must be­
gin. The old theories of government, 
morals and civic life fall to the ground 

at once anR must be rebuilt.

ion, or believe in any god whatever. 
Every benevolent or educational organ­
ization can^hold and heir property 
whether It believes in one god, three 
gods, or no god 'at all. Spiritualism is 
not a religion In tbe sense in which that 
term Is commonly used. And it Is only 
hypocrisy to make any pretense that it 
is. And while we may justly claim that

about the meaning and use of the In­
finite Intelligence. The delegates will 
be as interested in the pros and cons as 
if the universe was concerned Ip the 
result.

Probably it will be revealed and given 
forth what the nature of this Infinite 
Intelligence is. Probably some high, 
representative of God will appear—

while others born under the same condi­
tions are always listening with ear and' 
soul for divine harmonies, and back of 
such natures may be the heavenly 
rhythm tbat breathes a lesson tbat may 
be felt though It find no expression in 
words, so In that Supreme Power I find 
rest and peace. It does not lead me to 
feel less kindly to those who are com­
forted some other way, but I would say 
to all, join hands for the “greatest good 
to the greatest number.”

childishness, abolish all semblance of 

aristocratic control among us, will we, 
as a sect, ever amount to much, in my 
opinion.

sorae cabinet minister, may be^-and tell 
al| about it to the end and destruction 
oigthe corpuscular molecularity of the 
parities and the natural sequences of 
fe formative forces and co-relation of 
trie mental equipoise of Brother Lock­
wood. No doubt friend Lockwood will 
be profoundly edified by the manifesta­
tion, and for a time tbe serenity of hls 
mental corelations and affinities will bo 
thrown into combustible confusion.

But, verily, there Is some useful work 
for this National Association to do be­
side raising and paying salaries to Its 
officers. First: Let Infinite Intelligence 
alone. Second: Let religion alone.

clalm to be headquarters for them, as 

to approach the heart? and heads of 
men to advantage. Those truths, it 
seemed to me, should be diffused, like a 
genial atmosphere, amongst all sects, 
influencing the pulpits, permeating the 
pews, and reaching the world outside of 
the sects. If any association assumes 

to take spiritual truths in its especlpl 

keeping, nnd to dispense them, it might 

provoke jealousy, and stir up opposi­
tion.

God will stand the test, then their god 

Is In our National Constitution—that old 
infidel document—and the American 
Secular Union, and the N. S. A. guard 

at Washington can withdraw, and our 
orthodox Christian friends will have to 
fight to get our young, athlete, heroic 
god out, and their old three-headed god 

Into, the Constitution.

What are tbe demands upon the N. 8. 
A. (if such an association is needed) 

which have not yet been shown? It 

must do more than meet once a year at

In the light of these axiomatic truths 

of Modern Spiritualism, look at the pit­

iable position of tbe N. S. A., at its last 

meeting. With a deprecatory, reveren­
tial mien, it came before the religious 
world and apologetically said in sub­
stance: Dear brothers, we have been 
proclaiming for 50 years that we know 
something and that you were stumbling 
along by faith. But we bave become 
hungry for some of the special priv­

ileges which you enjoy, and we humbly 
ask the opportunity to join with you in 

saying “we believe in infinite Intelll-

a cost of from seven to ten thousand 
dollars. It must do more than erect vis­
ionary gods, It must do more than fol­
low and ape Christianity which to-day 
stands for a debauched and rotten civil­

ization. It must do more than cater to 

religious popularity, it must shake off 
every restriction, every limitation; it 

does not need money in bank; it needs 

up-to-date men and women who are 

imbued with the glories of an exalted 

unselfish life here and now. Such work­
ers will not starve or go naked. Was

As a national committee whose chief 
or chairman shall be as tbe humblest 
among us, which shall serve as an ob­
servant, advisory, statistical and execu­
tive body, supported by and serving the 
local societies, tbe N. S. A. should be a

If an association proposes, as this 

suggests, to make a new God, and, by 
another nomenclature, call this neuter 

entity—if such a diffusive thing can be 
aiTentlty—call it “Infinite Intelligence,” 
I should deem It Infinite folly, and de­
sire to be Infinitely removed from such 
a society, as “far as the East Is from 
the West.”

To change the name of God would re­

quire, me seems, au “Act to repeal an 
Act” passed by the Parliament of

very useful helper In this movement; as 
a seat of authority and as present con­
stituted it can never accomplish the 
worthy alms of its present officials. We 
should reorganize all along the line, 
abolishing everywhere all offices of any­
thing but clerical need. We should gov­
ern ourselves by the rule of the ma­
jority, choosing our presiding officers at 
will, whenever we meet In convention.

The beginning of this, as with all 
other popular reform movements, was 
with the common people, who should, in 
this, depart from ancient customs and

I thank you as a member of the Na­
tional for your assurance of sympathy 
wltb tbe National, and also that you 
are cosmopolitan enough to give all an 
equal chance for the expression of 
their thoughts.

Westfield, N. Y.

It is religion in a far higher and nobler 
sense than thc church uses, that claim 
will not, cannot be allowed by either 
the church or the courts. Hence, we 
should organize as an educational and 
moral institution. We concede that the 
world’s great need is true education. 
But the N. S. A., as far as it was able, 
has organized Spiritualists into a sect 
alongside of other sects, claiming the 
some special privileges of those sects, 
on the false plea of being religious In
the same sense that they are. It may 
be that our good brothers and sisters, 

who made this creed, and-who seek or-' 

dlnatlon so as to get half-fare on rail­
roads, and fees for marrying, have nbt 

paused to think that these are special 
privileges and, therefore, wrong and 

corrupting in their Influence. Half- 
faro Is essentially the same as a free 

pass, which Is Illegal and unjust No 
honorable person can accept half-fare

opportunities offer. So please consider 
us “one of the denominations,” and a 
legal religious body. We are compelled 

to use language somewhat ambiguous, 
but we will have some of our leaders 
proclaim their belief In a “personal 
God ” and the beauty and glory of the 

New. Testament,, to indicate what we 

are aiming at in the promulgation of 

our present creed. There is so much 
radicalism amongst the Spiritualists 
that we have to proceed with the ut-

there ever a day, or an hour when a 
Phillips, a Garrison, a Sumner, a Pier- 
ponL a Parker, or a Lincoln were 
wanted as leaders more than now?

May this world escape the curse of 

all religious missionaries in the future. 
A Galveston tornado is a fearful trag­
edy to contemplate, but a slaughter of a 

a hundred thousand for Christ’s sake 

in the missionary fields of China puts a 

damper on anything—any move—in a 
National missionary effort. The writer 
is opposed to the principle of missionary

Heaven. No earthly corporation has 
been endowed with such authority. No 

Constitution has ever been adopted by 
the Sovereign Tower conferring such a 

privilege. If the Association should re­
solve to create, formulate, pattern, and 
evolve, such a—what shall I say?—not 

Being, for It would not be a Being- 

only a principle or statement—It is 

hoped, that Hls—no, its—jurisdiction 
may be clearly .defined, Its bailiwick 
bounded, its powers specifically enum-

precedents known to be harmful, and 
retain within tbelr own control, co­

operatively, the sole management of it. 

We need no “Heads” for it here; we 
have them In tbe higher spheres, among 
those who originated and are con­
trolling Modern Spiritualism. The local 

societies are the basis and support of it 

with us; these should co-operate and in 

conventions of different kinds—local,

without feeling under special obligation 
to the donor. He becomes a partner 
with, and a supporter of, the robber 
corporations, for he accepts a portion of 

what they rob from the people. Cele­
brating marriage as “a minister of the 

gospel” Is not only a false pretense, 
but it Is endorsing tbe false teaching of 
the church that it Is “God’s Holy Insti­

tution of Matrimony,” instead of being 
a civil contract between the parties.

should have a wide circulation, as it 
well fulfills the promise of ita title. 
For sale at this office. Price 75 cents.
“Our Bible: Who Wrote It? When? 

Where? How? Is It Infallible? A 

Voice-from The Higher Criticism. A 

few thoughts on other Bibles.” By 

Moses Hull. Of especial value and in­

terest to Spiritualists. For sale at thia 
office. Price 51. . •

“The Pantheism of Modern Science.”

fact? We don’t want any creeds, dog­
mas, churches, or any of the restrictions 
or limitations of such institutions. Spir­
itualists of the royal independent intel­
ligent stamp will not be led or re- 
strained by any one person, or any asso­
ciation; this is a historical fact; fifty 
years has proven it; will the N. S. A. 
make a note of it? Can the leaders and 

officers get it into tbelr heads why the 

ten thousand dollar.“Mayer . fund” is 

not in bank? I most sincerely and

tbankfully endorse Prof. J. S.Love- 

lahd’s closing sentence In hls masterly 

article of September 22, in Th$ Pro­

gressive Thinker. Here it is: “Can any 
position befitting Spiritualism be imag­

ined except that of Leader and Inter­

preter of the world's philosophy? We 

must lead or follow. What shall we fol­

low? Where is the science and philoso­
phy of Life If it is not embodied in 
Spiritualism? If Spiritualism Is only a

studies in our public schools.
In conclusion, 1 suggest that we re­

turn to first principles by restoring to 
the commoners all rights, powers and

And

THE N. S. A Third: Turn the attention of the people 

to the correct study of mediumship, and

Its Declaration of Prin-1 the production of phenomena that will
ciples

I have never been in favor of formu­
lating a creed for Spiritualists. The 

entire so-called Christian world Is split 
into hundreds of conflicting sects, and 
the creed business Is what has done it. 

The attempt to formulate dogmatic

Spiritualism will be attended with no 
better results.

district, state and national—our camp­
meetings offering opportunities—discuss 

and advise ^ith each other on pertinent 

matters and things. Local societies be­
ing purely voluntary associations will, 

of course, declare their own creeds, or 

curriculums, after the manner of all 

other educational institutions. To at­

tempt dictation to them in this relation 
would be about as impertinent, In my 
opinion, .as for the national government 
to attempt the control ot the course of

But the N. S. A. has seen fit to put 
forth a declaration of principles. Un­
less it Is abolished altogether I am de­

cidedly In favor of some radical amend­
ments. What we know about man, and 

hls possibilities here and hereafter, and 

not what, we “believe” about God, 
should constitute the sum total of our 
declaration of principles.

Ashland Healing Home,119 MaiaStAsMa

BY EDWARD GIBBON

jyiAHOMST
His Birth, Character and Boel

prove that there Is a spirit world to 

minds that have not yet realized the 
same.

The medium that can present a fad 
and demonstrate that fact of spirit re 

turn has done a work for manklnc 

greater than any church ever did or ani
rellgion performed.

I despise any organization tbat form 
a belief—tbat creates a faith; I wll 
stand, by tbat organization that give 
to the world a fact.

Humanity is weeping to-day over it 
dead. Let the dead speak and joy wl 

return to the human heart. Light an 
hope will brighten every eye, and tl 

glee of happy childhood will be a moc 

ery no more. That rust of agony deal 
brings to every mother’s heaYt will 1

The Spiritualist from the church can 

believe what he pleases about God, 

while the Spiritualist from materialism 

can believe what may please him; but 
neither the belief of the one nor the un­
belief of the-other has anything to do 
with Spiritualism.

rubbed off, and darkness and fear th 

fill tbe manly mind will give place 

light and peace.

To this coming assembly of SpirltUi 
Ists rsay, Get down to real work, a 
blow no more soap bubbles.

J. CLEGG WRIGHT

There are three things concerning 

man we can affirm, not as a matter ot 

belief, but knowledge. We know man

authority foolishly delegated to any and 
every one; then let us refrain from all 
desires and attempts to rule by force, 
leaving everything to the good common 

sense of our membership, settling and 

governing everything, everywhere, in 

our local societies and in our conven­

tions, after the manner of reasonable 
beings,xby the will of the people as ex­

pressed In a majority vote. Then we 
will be practicing and living in example 
what we preach, an object lesson to the

lives after so-called death. We know he 
can and does, under certain conditions, 
return, and make that fact known to 
those still in the mortal body. We know 

every one must reap what he sows, 
either in this world or that which is to 

come. ■
These things are all knowable and are

constantly being demonstrated. All 
Spiritualists can unite on those things

whole world of the value of our pre­
cepts. Then we will have no fear of

which are known to be both truth and 

fact, but, on dogmatic matters of belief, 

you can never unite, but weaken and 

scatter the forces. .

creeds; we will regard them as simple I am decidedly In favpr of the N. S 
expressions of opinion and take them I A.,'if It is to be conducted along prac- 

at their value. The N. S. A as now con- Heal and not impractical lines. If as a

stltuted must go.
. . ’ . - J. M. HUMPHREY.

St. Louis, Mo.; ‘.

ethereal phases of Spiritualism, lead-. Belt Price, cloth, $1 per volume. For 
ing the mind onward liito the purer at- J tai® at this office.

mosphere of exalted spiritual truth. Al “From Soul to Soul.” By Emma Rood, 
book for the higher life.: For sale • at I Tuttle. Lovers of poetry will find gems 

this office. Price, cloth.41. of thought In poetic diction In this
"Gleanings irom the Rostrum.” By | handsome volume, wherewith to sweet- 

A. B. French. Clotb, iL ’ For sale at I en ' hours of leisure and -enjoyment 
this office. ' " ~ .|Bx‘lre>L-F<n? sal®^^

■ “The World BeautltuL” By Lilian 
Whiting. Most excellent In their high 
and -elevating spirituality of thought 
Series 1, 2, and 3, each complete In it-

test of fellowship I am required to be­
lieve In an Infinite. Intelligence, I would 
have to-be counted out. If we must 

dogmatize concerning any type of God, 
give the straight-out-and-out, old-fash-

MAGNETIC 
HEALING EREE

One person in every fan 
should learn our mall court 
Magnetic Healing and SelfH 
ing. It is worth more to 
average family than all the r 
icines ever compounded, or 
the medical works in existe

LEARN TO HEAL YOURSELF and OTHI 
and avoid drugs They lay the foundatior 
more disease and destroy the lives of more pc 
every year than any other one cause. Use : 
stomachs to digest food, not poison, and you 
live longer ana be happier. Our mall cour 
the only complete course ever ■written. It ( 
perfect formula for treating diseases wit 
the use of drugs or medicines. For a lit 
period we will give one month’s absent t 
-ment free to all persons obtaining a mail«
In Self Healing, or two months^ absent t 
ment free to all obtaining a complete 
course in Magnetic Healing for thepurp 
healing others. For further information 
for our Magnetic Journal free. No famil 
afford, to miss this opportunity. Write at oi

toned orthodox God of the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost. But what churchman 

knows anything about God, and.what 

do Spiritualists know about Infinite In-

telllgence? . ' ;
We should confine ourselves to knowl­

edge and the facts we can demonstrate, 
and by so doing we shall have a tre­
mendous advantage over those who be-1

Heve, but can prove nothing.

• Spiritualism to be the science and phil­

osophy of life, with no allusion to any

undemonstrable beliefs about God or an
Infinite intelligence, together with the

a tion of the Unity of Human-
Thli it Hc.««* »>•’“■



5;
oct.», m

V

The Progressive Thioker, rtON. ft.B. RICHMOND. TOO WEAK-TOO STRONG THE UNKNOWABLE. IRON AND CLAY.
puhRoA^d every Saturday a# 40 LooudsSh^oi

J, R. FRANCIS. Editor and Publisher.

Entered at Chicago Postofflce as aecond oJasa matter.

ZERW OF SUBSCRIPTION.
Thi Progbkwiye Thinker vlll be furnished until 

further notice, at Ue following terms, invariably la
advance:
Ona tear........
Six month*........
Thirteen weeks.
Single copy........

4

11.00 
. 50C 
25 eta
6 Ct*

BEMITTAKCKS.
Remit by Postoffice Money Order, KcgUtered Letter, 

or draft on CUtcaEQ or New York. It uuu from 10 
to 15 cent* to get check* cashed on local banks, to don't 
•end them unless you wbh thut amount deducted from 
tho amount sent. Direct all letter* laJ.ILFraucU 
Xo. 40 Loomis Street. Chicago, lib

CLUBS! IMPORTANT SUGGESTION!
Ab there are thousand® wbo win at first venture 

only twenty-five cent* for The PrcqrxbbivmThinkkb 
thirteen weeks, we would suggest to these who receive 
a sample copy, to solicit several ntbero to unite with 
them, and thus be able to remit from <1 to lid. or even 
mure than the Utter sum A large number of Huie 
amounts will make a Urge sum total, and thus extend 
the field of our labor ami utefulneM. The same tug- 

estton will apply lu all cases of renewal of aubbcrlp- 
ons-Aollolt other# to aid in thc good work. You will 

txperUnce no difficulty whatever iu inducing Spilite 
alUU to subscribe for Tux Pno^amiYK Taut Kit, 
tor not one of them can afford to be without tha value- 
de Information imparted therein each week, and at 

the price of only about two cent# pur week

We take great pleasure in announcing that the 
Hon. A. B. Richmond, the, eminent lawyer, 
author, scientist, and Spiritualist, of Meadville, 
Pa., will take a prominent part the coming- 
winter in rendering the columns of the Pro­
gressive Thinker, especially brilliant and attract­
ive. More particulars soon. Now is the time 
to send in your subscriptions. We should have 
at least 100,000 new subscribers.
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It will be “numerous” at the Cleveland Con­
vention. It will smile serenely op the large 
gathering, presenting in its columns a variety 
and vigor of thought unparalleled in the history 
of Modern Spiritualism. Those who do not 
read the paper from week to week have missed 
a rare feast, and, of course, will be behind the 
times.
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OUR SYMPOSIUM.
Our paper this week is worthy of the 

especial attention of every reader, and 
more especially every delegate to the 
N, S. A. convention. It has been, said 
that, In a multitude of counselors there

The Progressive Thinker extends a most cor­
dial greeting to the Delegates that convene at 
Cleveland, hoping that their deliberations will 
be characterized with wisdom and harmony, 
and that they will elect their best man for Presi­
dent, Infinite Intelligence smiling approvingly 
upon them.

X

is safety. Er

It is safe to say that not on tbe floor 
; nor in the committee rooms of the 

1 Cleveland convention will tbe subject 
matter’s pertaining to the N. S. A. re­
ceive so thorough a sifting and analysis 
as Is to be found in the present issue of 
The Progressive Thinker. The officers 
aud delegates will do wisely to study, 
digest and take heed to govern their 
legislative actions accordingly.

Our contributors speak earnestly, 

/: each one having full regard for the In- 
forests of the Cause of Spiritualism. It 

; is for this they care, and not for per­
sonal ends and ambitions. Many are 
strongly and feelingly opposed to cer­
tain methods and alms which they re­
gard as inimical and contrary to the 
spirit of Spiritualism and of the broth­
erly association of Spiritualists as a 

■ united body. Their words should re- 
. ceive due consideration; the plain ex- 

•• pressions of their honest views should 
. be allowed their full weight in the 

minds of the members of the conven­
tion. They may not wisely be Ignored 
and trampled upon as of no account or 
consequence In the great body of 

1 Spiritualists. They are men and wo­
men of thought, and independent 
thinkers atHhat It Is a grave mistake 
to designate such persons, who have 

/ the interests of Spiritualism at heart, as 
•persons of weak intellects, and accord 

them treatment upon that basis. To 
do so were both unkindness and in­
justice.

We spread the thoughts of these fifty 
or more thinking minds among Splrlt- 
uallsts, before our many readers, be- 

r lieving that thereby good Will result to 
• i our cause and to humanity.

Tbe Galveston Sufferers.
To the Editor:—The desolation of our 

lives here in the wreck and ruin is re- 
/ lleved by the tangible evidence of sym­

pathizing, helpful friends. Up to this 
-date, October 3, we have received in do­
nations, $27.70. Please accept the most 
earnest, heartfelt thanks of the Spirit­
ualist Society of Galveston, as a per- 

. sonal acknowledgment at present is Im-
.possible. JOHN W. RING.

The sum total. of $27.70, to date, 
; seems a beggarly response from the 
- Spiritualists of our country, to the sad 

call for aid, from the Spiritualists of 
the stricken city of Galveston. There 

7 is yet time to render needed assistance, 

and we hope the friends of our cause 
:will yield to the generous Impulses of 
humane feelings in this case of dire ne- 

. cesslty, and will continue to send on 
j. tbelr contributions for this worthy ob­

ject, to Mr. John W. Ring, 2011 Avenue 
N% Galveston, Texas.

• President Barrett’s Annual Report.
We shall probably publish it next 

week. We hereby give due notice to 
the delegates of the N.- S. A., thatuidess 
a copy of the annual reports of Jts’offi­
cers be furnished us at least three 
weeks before the regular convention, 
they will be completely ignored by us. 
Sending in reports at the “last minute” 
will not answer the purposes of this end 
of the line.

President Barrett.
We extend to him our cordial right 

hand of fellowship, good-will and sym- 
pathy In his arduous duties as president 
of the N. S. A. He Will probably be re­
elected as president, through force of 
habit, If nothing else, which appears to 
be unusually strong In the N. S. A. del­
egates. Those who oppose him have 
gqt that Diet to contend with. / ' •

. “Voltaire’s Romances.0 Translated 
from the French. With numerous il­
lustrations. These lighter works of the 
brilliant Frenchman, an Invincible en­
emy of the Catholic church, are worthy 
of. wide readings Wit, philosophy and, 
romance are combined, with the skill of 
a master mini Brice $1.50. For sale 
at this office. ; •

ft Variety of Minds

That fact is comprehensively illustrated in 
this issue of The Progressive Thinker. We 
regret that we have not space for fifty or a hun­
dred more contributions from equally as promi­
nent and critical thinkers as those that appear 
in our columns this week. Space however, 
would not admit of that luxury. A careful 
reading of this paper will prove an intellectual 
feast to every Spiritualist.

Gan’t Prove It By Os
There are hundreds of different Deities wor­

shiped by as many religious sects and cults. 
Which one of the number will be present to 
overlook the proceedings of the N. 8. A. we are 
unable to tell at this end of the line. Can you 
at the other end tell?

Views of a Great Hutbor anb Scientist
«We must bear in mind,” says Prof. Draper, 

“that the majonty of men are imperfectly edu­
cated, and hence we must not needlessly offend 
the religious ideas of our age. It is enough for 
us ourselves to know that, though there is a Su­
preme Power, there is no Supreme Being. There 
is an Invisible, but not a Personal God, to whom 
it would be not so much blasphemy as absurdity 
to impute the form, the sentiments, the passions 
of men. All Revelation is necessarily a mere 
fiction. That which men call chance is only the 
effect of an unknown cause; even of chance there 
is no such thing as Providence, for Nature pro­
ceeds under irresistible laws, and in'this respect 
the Universe is only a vast automatic engine. 
The vital force which pervades the world is what 
the illiterate call God, the modification through 
which all things are running takes place in an 
irresistible way, and hence it may be said that 
the progress of the world is under Destiny; like 
a seed, it can evolve only in. a pre-determined 
mode.”

Work of the National Spir- 
• ituali^ts Association-

My objection tofihe National Spirit­
ualist Association ^ that it is not strong 
enough, and |f It were stronger I should 
more strongly objh^t. I would not ut­
ter one word in opposition to any honest 
effort made for tho furtherance of the 
truths of Spiritualism. The spheres of 
activity of individuals differ, as streams 
from mountain side aud fen run differ­
ent courses,™ real’ll a common sea. 
The methods If oullire not those of an­
other, and need not necessarily be so, a 
fact, the r^ognition of which would 
have saved the hell of persecution 
which has raged wherever religion has 
held the power. Hence it is not with a 
desire to suppress the work of the N. S. 
A. that I write, but to voice the 
thoughts of at least one of the many 
Spiritualists who remain outside tbat 
society, and give the reasons therefor.

First, not strong enough.
Why? Because it is composed of 

delegates, who by their votes decide the 
business policy of tbe Association, and 
lay down the “law and the creed” for 
Spiritualism, and yet these delegates 
have in many cases the loosest creden­
tials, and at best have no constituency 
bound to abide by their votes. Hence it 
Is that the coming meeting afterlight 
years of strenuous effort on the part of 
the promoters, is little more than a mass 
meeting, representative of only those 
who attend, and tlie preceding meetings 
have been of the same character.

There is not one Spiritualist in a 
thousand a member of the association, 
and it cannot be claimed tbat the mem­
bers of societies sending delegates be­
long, if they do not fully endorse the ac­
tion of the delegates who assume to 
represent them. Yet this small, very 
small minority, has taken upon It the 
onerous responsibility of putting forth 
a creed, under the veil of “resolutions,” 
that all the world may know what a 
man has to believe to become a Spirit­
ualist! I had blindly concluded that 
we had outgrown the age of “belief;” 
that we talked of things we know; that 
Spiritualism had come with knowledge, 
to assist mankind out of the slough of 
blind faith, and superstition in the 
“what saith the Lord” through a priest; 
and now comes the rude awakening. 
When I am asked, What do you believe? 
and I have to confess that I don’t know 
until I have learned how the delegates 
at the latest convention have voted!

I feel grateful that the great body of 
Spiritualists are not forced to accept 
this dictation, for as one of that body, I 
have striven for the privilege to freely 
define my own views and express my 
own ideas, and while I grant to all tills 
inalienable rights I protest with unqual­
ified condemnation against any and ev- 
ery attempt to force a statement of be­
lief, even were such written, not by a 
committee, but on a tablet of stone 
amidst tbe thund^n clouds of Sinai.

Yet If theyp is to.JJe an association to 
represent theiSpirltpalists of this great 
nation, It should bq so organized as to 
represent them, by. empowered dele­
gates. . •:

Hence It Is not strong enough.
It it were strongly; if It advanced out 

of the mass-meeting stage; and socie­
ties sent their delegates, pledging to 
abide by thejr votes Jn raising money or 
believing according 4o their resolutions, 
then would (be formed a body like a 
church, whiph might establish a set of 
resolutions and make “belief’ essential 
to membership. There would be some 
sense In such an organization ordaining 
the lecturer^ of its.tsubsldlary societies 
as “pastors,’} and Raying their churches, 
and opening meetings with prayer.

Are the Spiritualists .of tbe nation 
ready for such an organization? Are 
they ready and willing to turn back the 
hands on the dial from noon to mid­
night? Hence I say if the Association 
were stronger. I should more strongly 
object, and further it Is to be tolerated, 
because It Is weak, and gives no hope­
ful sign of ever being stronger. The 
present Is its eighth annual meeting, 
and it made great promises during the 
interval. It has asked for money in 
season and out of season, yet it has 
g!ven,nothlng for the money it has re­
ceived. It has taken money from so­
cieties and lyceums for charters, and 
as gifts, under the pleasing assurance 
than the branch societies would re­
ceive great benefits by belonging to the 
munificent parent. Will one society or 
lyceum come forward and tell us of 
what benefit It has received, what has 
been the gain? One thing—the prestige 
of having a charter. If, however, the 
society languishes for funds or In Inter­
est, has the National assisted? Is it not 
self-evident that all the strength of tho 
National must come from the local so­
cieties? That it is theirs to give and 
not to receive?

Have missionaries been sent forth to 
convert the people, found societies and 
lyceums, and scatter broadcast the lit­
erature of Spiritualism? In the begin­
ning a report was published to adver­
tise tbe association—at least that was 
the appearance—and since that time tho 
generosity of the spiritual journals has 
been depended upon, even to boom the 
yearly meetings “free for the cause.”

Perhaps missionaries are not wanted! 
The churches want them because they 
want people to believe, and this too 
many can be talked into doing; mlsslon- 
arying to convert people with knowl­
edge is quite different. It would be 
queer, at least, if the American Associa­
tion of Science should appoint mission­
aries to go out into the world and 
preach the people into'a belief in as­
tronomy or mathematics. Perhaps, 
again, It is just as well that tracts con- 
fninlna ihn “resolutions” were not sown raining the re* prepared leaflets 
by the million, or a ?hePWIngg o£ the 
of “views,” sent Oht OU tne e 
maiL Perhaps it is well that the great 
publishing house has not materialized, 
for In probability, tjie writings of mor­
tals and spirits in accord with Its pol­
icy would. h®b bepn favored, and 
thrown on the world with the prestige

Herbert Spencer on the God 
Question.

To the Editor:—Upon consideration I 
find I have no opinions of consequence 
to offer upon the question of the Na- 
tlona Association. Philosophical ques­
tions interest me more than questions 
of organization.

As for “Infinite Intelligence,” I know 
nothing about it, aud think it the height 
of absurdity to attempt to define the 
uudefiuable. I have copied a couple of 
pages from Spencer’s “Unknowable,” 
which you may insert if you choose in 
some corner of The Progressive Think­
er. This gives my view much better 
than I could express it myself.

NORA BATCHELOR.
Ashland, Or.

HERBERT SPENCER ON “THE UN­
KNOWABLE.”

“Is it not just possible that there is a 
mode of being as much transcending 
Intelligence and Will as these transcend 
mechanical motion? It is true that we 
are totally unable to conceive any such 
higher mode of being. But this is not a 
reason for questioning its existence; it 
is rather the reverse. Have we not seen 
how utterly Incompetent our minds are 
to form even an approach to a concep­
tion of that which underlies all phe­
nomena? Is it not proved that this in­
competency is the incompetency of the 
Conditioned to grasp the Uncon­
ditioned? Does It not follow that the 
Ultimate Cause cannot in any respect 
be conceived by us because it is iu 
every respect greater than can be con­
ceived? And may we not therefore 
rightly refrain from assigning to it any 
attributes whatever, on the ground that 
such attributes, derived as tliey must 
be from our own natures, are not eleva­
tions but degradations? Indeed it seems 
somewhat strange that men should sup­
pose the highest worship to be in assim­
ilating the object of their worship to 
themselves. Not in asserting a tran­
scendent difference, but in asserting a 
certain likeness, consists the element of 
their creed which they think essential. 
It Is true that from the time when the 
rudest savages imagined the causes of 
all things, to be creatures of flesh and 
blood like themselves, down to our own 
time, the degree of assumed likeness 
has been diminishing. But though a 
bodily form and substance similar to 
that of man, has long ceased among cul­
tivated races, to be a literally-conceived 
attribute of the Ultimate Cause— 
though the grosser human desires have 
been also rejected as unfit elements of 
the conception—though there is some 
hesitation in ascribing even the higher 
human feelings, save in greatly ideal­
ized shapes; yet it is still thought not 
only proper, but Imperative, to ascribe 
tlie most abstract qualities of our na­
ture! To think of the Creative Power 
as in all respects anthropomorphous, 
is now considered Impious by men who 
yet hold themselves bound to think of 
the Creative Power as In some respects 
anthropomorphous, and who do not see 
that the one proceeding is but an evan­
escent form of the other. And then, 
most marvelous of all, this course Is 
persisted in by those who contend that 
we are wholly unable to form any con­
ception whatever of the Creative 
Power. After it has been shown that 
every supposition respecting the genesis 
of the Universe commits us to alterna­
tive impossibilities of thought—after it 
has been shown that each attempt to 
conceive real existence ends in an in­
tellectual suicide—after It has been 
shown why, by the very constitution of 
our’minds, we are eternally debarred 
from thinking of tbe Absolute; it is still 
asserted that we ought to think of the 
Absolute thus and thus. In all imagin­
able ways we find thrust upon us the 
truth, that we are not permitted to 
know—nay, are not even permitted to 
conceive—that Reality which Is behind 
the veil of Appearance; and yet it Is 
said to be our duty to believe (and in so 
far to conceive) that this Reality exists 
in a certain defined 'manner. Shall we 
call this reverence? or shall we call It
the reverse?

Volumes might be written upon the
impiety of the pious. Through the
printed and spoken thoughts of re-
llglous teachers, may almost everwhere 
be traced a professed familiarity with 
the ultimate mystery of things, which 
to say tho least of it, seems anything 
but congruous with the accompanying 
expressions of humility. And sur­
prisingly enough, those tenets which 
most clearly display this familiarity, 
are those Insisted upon as forming the- 
vital elements of religious belief."— 
First Principles, pages 109, 110..

confidence in all the officers who have 
carried forward the work of the N. S. A. 
If they have failed it is because tlie 
great tide of spiritual thought has been 
against them. They have labored hard 
to accumulate a capital to extend the 
work, but it has annually little more 
than defrayed expenses and paid their 
small salaries.

Even for a “home” for the organiza­
tion, tbe contributions have been slow 
In coming, and perhaps tbe reason there­
for is not so much the parsimony of 
Spiritualists, as because of their doubt 
as to the association they were called 
on to bouse. They wait for It to do 
something tangible, forgetting that it 
can do nothing until it has the means, 
however valuable the projects of its of­
ficers.

The Cleveland meeting will be a suc­
cess as a meeting, largely attended, with 
able speakers and widely reported. 
There Is no doubt of that, and it is to 
be hoped that its 'delegates will wipe 
the slate clean and not ask for a new 
materialization of resolutions to be put 
forward as the “belief’ of the body of 
Spiritualists nf this nation.

HUDSON TUTTLE.
Berlin Heights, Ohio.

of the Natio ety, and the un-

The N. S. A. and Its Creed

ft Practical Suggestion
We advise the N. S. A. in convention assem­

bled at Cleveland, Ohio, to attach a Double Dis- 
tilled Back and Front Action Condenser to its 
next President, which will compel him to contract 
his annual report into the space usually occupied 
by the President of the United States in his ~an-

Affection naturally counterfeits those 
excellences which are placed at the 
greatest distance from possibility of at­
tainment—Johnson.
. Whatever difference may appear in 
the fortunes of mankind, there is, nev­
ertheless, a .certain compensation of 
good and.evil which makes them equal. 
—Rochefoucauld.

Stern duties need not speak sternly. 
He who stood firm before tbe thunder 
worshiped the “still, small voice.”—Do­
bell. - • \

So quickly, sometimes has the wheel 
of life turned round, that many a man 
has lived to enjoy the benefit of that 
charity which his own piety projected. 
—Steele. ?..-••• . ■ v. •_/

knowing glvegpthei^teachlngs favor.
Lecturers h^ve gaiped, for if they ac­

cepted ordination, ttyey became “Rev.” 
and thus able |o se^pre half-fare on 
many railroads.- B^t, again, after all 
that Spiritual's bqye said about the 
“fraud” of grafting.passes to the cler­
gy, it comes wth pqor grace for them 
to beg at thejjdoor of the ticket office. 
What do the rap ro a dp grant passes for? 
They do not ^ so (pr charity, but to 
bribe the taker,, andJhis in most cases 
is accomplished Ap^undred thousand 
preachers saying a good word for the 
railroads, to Ray for^he passes In their 
Pockets, Is an influence not to be 
Blighted—and >gw after years of repu­
diation, the “spiritual pastors” beg for 
the same favor and are anxious to put 
“Rev.” before tbelr names, for a half­
fare ticket! 4-

“Ordained!” A priest ordains because 
he is given the right and power to im­
part a super-holiness by the Pope, who 
has his patent from St. Peter, who re­
ceived it from Chrjst himself. That Is 
the fiction. Where does the president 
of the N. S. A. receive hls commission? 
Is It not time for Spiritualists to strike 
out in a new pathj and not imitate the 
churches? Have they.eternally.to look 
back and long for. the pot-luck they re­
ceived in .church, bondage? .

. And yet I have tlie utmost respect and

Intolerant Missionaries.
The International Congress of Peace, 

in session at Paris, October 4, by formal 
resolutions gave the missionaries to 
China black eyes. The Associated 
Press dispatches say:

“The Congress resolved that the ac­
tion of the missionaries was often intol­
erant; that their religious propaganda, 
should not be backed up by diplomatic 
or military force; that they should go 
into China at their own risks and perils; 
that Europe should.abandon any relig­
ious protectorate in China; that forcible 
annexation of territory, especially that 
held sacred by the Chinese, should 
cease; that the powers should attempt 
to establish a stable native govern­
ment, capable of undertaking internal 
reforms, and that the open door for the 
honest commerce of the world on equal 
terms Is the only policy which gives any 
guaranty for the country’s future peace 
and stability.”

No rock is so hard but that a little 
wave may beat admission in a thousand 
years.—Tennyson.

Most controversies would soon be 
ended if those engaged in them would 
first accurately define their terms, and 
then adhere to their definitions.—Tryon 
Edwards. ;: -

To the Editor:—In a recent note, call­
ing my attention to the coming meeting 
of the N. S. A., at Cleveland, you ask 
my views, both in respect to tbe organ­
ization itself, and its creed as adopted 
at its lost annual meeting. In regard to 
the first question, I will simply say that 
for one, I believe In organization; and I 
show my belief by being a member of 
tlie association. That it is perfect, no 
one will claim; but while others who 
are competent devote tbelr thought to 
the obtaining of betterments in the 
form of the organization, I would pre­
fer to deal more directly with its creed, 
or statement of belief, as the head of a 
religious cult.

It seems clear to me that, as it now 
stands, we are like other sectarians the 
world over; presenting for a world’s 
consideration our claim by right of dis­
covery to the image of a New God! 
No, I will not,claim that It is a new 
God, exactly; but a new idol to repre­
sent. God. “Infinite Intelligence,” It is 
named, and with all due deference to 
the piety of the sponsors for the new­
born idol, I would suggest that at the 
Cleveland meeting they should present 
a materialized form of it, that it might 
be placed in the already crowded Pan- 
tbSon of images; there to stand for ea­
ger eyes, a perpetual witness of divine 
unchangeableness! To assist them in 
doing this, by way of pattern, I would 
refer them to the fine description of an 
image seen in a dream by Babylon’s 
king. The dream Image was that of a 
man, to be sure; but then all the 
creedal gods are anthropomorphic, and 
so we would be “orthodox” if we did 
take it! Your readers will remember 
that this image in the form of man, 
was possed of a head of fine gold; his 
breast and arms of sliver, hls loins and 
thighs of brass, his legs of Iron; and hls* 
feet, part of iron and part of clay !

True, this was supposed to be a politi­
cal idol; but then, will'It not be good 
enough, in Its reincarnation, for a re­
ligious one?

“We believe in infinite Intelligence;” 
so says the creed; but this is what 
troubles me: Intelligence is self-knowl­
edge-consciousness; infinite is a word 
of an undefined measure of Unites, or 
things measured. I know that popular 
usage has made “the Infinite” to stand 
for “the All”—but in reality it is indefi­
nite measuring of things, aud I would 
that it be so understood; knowing none 
the less, tbat the word as commonly 
used is supposed to include all that 
there is of its kind. So taking the word 
In its popular sense, I read: “Infinite 
intelligence,” and wonder which is tbe 
ruling word, the adjective or the noun. 
Are we called upon to reverence intelli­
gence or Is it infinitude? If It is tbe 
last; then I see tbe feet of iron mixed 
with clay! There is intelligence per­
ceptible in all the orders of life below 
man; these lower orders, it seems to me, 
furnish tbe clay for the feet of this idol. 
I do not wonder tbat a stone “cut out of 
the mountains without hands;” that is, 
by the natural action of the elements, 
as It rolled down upon the’plain where 
the image was, “smote it”—overthrew 
it!

True, I am an evolutionist In my un­
derstanding of Nature's processes of 
creation; and so must acknowledge “iny 
poor relations, tbe brutes;” but, too, in 
my study of evolution, 1 find that there 
is a something that we call “selection.” 
This leads me to select from this infi­
nite aggregation of perceived Intelli­
gence, that which I call “the highest,” 
and if I am a man, I want “the head of 
fine gold,” not the baser metals, not tbe 
clay, to stand for tbe God of this latest 
born church organization!

But now, do not say that I am an 
Atheist, because I seem Inclined to rid­
icule Infinite intelligence. Far from it! 
I am a believer In God; in tbat “power 
that makes for righteousness”—using 
the words of Matthew Arnold—a be­
liever in that which our Aryan fore­
fathers named “Od;” a mental force, 
not ourselves, tbat has so made itself 
felt, that every age of man has been 
forced to worship It In some way; to 
reverence, too, its oracles of wisdom— 
for It has ever had Its oracles! In every 
age of man, there have been those who 
were sure they heard speech, where no 
form of man was; and yet all tbe time 
the speech was human; aud hence all 

. tbe gods have been “in the Image of” 
man!

The past, Ignorant of almost every­
thing In nature’s processes, fancied that 
this odlc force, this unseen, this “in­
finite” man, must have been the maker 
and builder of all the material uni­
verse; and so according to their wisdom 
or tbelr ignorance, they wrote out their 
cosmogonies, framed their theologies. 
We smile at their crudities, as doubtless 
our children’s children will smile at 
ours; but, amid all this conglomeration 
of wisdom and Ignorance, we do find a 
strain of piety, that runs like a silver 
cord through all history, that we name 
Spirituality. The man was In hls wor­
ship spiritualized, refined, made more 
and more humane. We see to-day lack­
ing much in its spiritual refinement, but 
do we not see Improvement, as com­
pared with other ages? The race has 
grown in its humanity as much as It has 
In its material wealth of mind; and 
though “man’s Inhumanity to man” Is 
as marked in the records of churches, 
as it Is in civil governments; still we 
know that “tbe church” has stood for 
righteousness In Its creed; its preach­
ing, whatever may have been its short­
comings In practice. And, too, we 
know that that which it worshiped as 
God, was and is (and ever will be) its 
moral standard for tbe conduct of men.

Worshiped as God. What thing in 
this unseen but felt moral power, did 
they really reverence? Was it not its 
spirit? True, they told of Almighty 
Power; said that God—this psychic, un­
known force of mind—was the Su­
premo Ruler; and have preached sub­
mission to the “divine commandments;” 
but all this was not the incentive of the 

’people’s love and reverence; it has been 
the cause of the people’s fear; that I 
admit, and it was this superstitious 
fear of God. that has made the annals 
of church history the bloody things that 
they are.

But has there not been a love of God, 
as well as a fear of God? I would be 
false to my own sense of things if I did 
not acknowledge a reverential love for 
this occult power that “makes for right­
eousness;” and its cause is found, not in 
its almighty power, but in the expres­
sion of love for mankind. And, too. in 
all ages, by prophets of every religion, 
men have been told of the divinely hu­
man love of God. There has been 
doubtless, in every faith known to man, 
much of superstition; but there Is and 
ever has been love emphasized, and it 
Is the one thing of all things that has at­
tracted the worshipers of this unknown; 
this occult power that in out Indu-Eng­
lish speech we have in its collective 
sense named God. It is • a . spiritual 
name of that which is “highest” in our 
esteem. _ ___ _

Now; then, as a Tbelst, I say that 
“God” is a known spirit of the human 
race—it Is the highest motive of life as 
man, of which we are cognizant; it is 
the spirit of love, wholesome love; but 
why need we personify It, name it God? 
I answer/ because to-day needs a per­
sonifying word, that will distinguish

understanding!y and easily, ’ between 
the excarnate world of man, and the In­
carnate world of man, as we speak oue 
to another of things pertaining to our 
experience of faith—our knowledge, if 
that suits you any better.

To-day Is an age of discovery; we 
boast that it is so, and not the least of 
our discoveries is our discovery of what 
it is In the experience of mankind, tbat 
has produced religion, and established 
religious observances. More than that: 
I hold that it Is the greatest of all our 
discoveries; aud I write this reverently, 
for I feel its truth!

My assumption Is this: That the oc­
cult power which the Aryan named 
“Od;” which we have Anglicised, aud 
named God, is Immortal Man! We have 
found by close observation of phenom­
ena, that we are immortal beings; 
found that death does not end all; found 
that by various means we can intelli­
gently receive messages of love, of 
warning, and tokens of spiritual pres­
ence. We have found scientifically this 
evidence of man’s continuance of life 
beyond the period of physical death; 
and with this, I declare as my most 
earnest and reasonable faith in a here­
after for us, that we have found, and 
know for a certainty, the source of thia 
hitherto unknown power, the world has 
ignorantly worshiped!

Now it seems to me, that the N. 8. A. 
will miss its opportunity of greatness, if 
It stultifies itself by continuing to mys­
tify, or attempting to mystify the peo- 
Pte Of the earth, by setting up another 
„ *» Under the name of “Infinite Intel­
ligence.” The world is not asking for 
mystery; it is demanding enlighten­
ment; and we of the N. S. A. are pre­
pared, I honestly think; to give enlight­
enment of religion, and religious expe­
rience.- Why not be brave enough to 
do it?

Instead of the weakling’s creed, that 
now stands as our creed, let me sug­
gest this formula, not as a creed, but 
statement of things generally accepted, 
though not binding upon the conscience 
of any, for we believe in the Inherent 
right of every one to formulate his own 
belief, in “God,” or Nature universal:

1. We believe in “God,” not as a per­
son; but as a personification of the high­
est spirit or motive of life as man, In­
carnate or excarnate, and we reverence 
it accordingly, whether manifested in 
us, or in the higher birth of excarnate 
selfhood.

2. For convenience In designating 
which class of human existence we 
would recommend tliat tbe term God be 
used In general speech as personifying 
excarnate humanity.

3. We accept as a demonstrated fact, 
the existence and personal identity of 
Individuality after the change called 
death.

4. We accept as a proven fact, per­
sonal communication with the so-called 
dead; and that in view of this well-es­
tablished fact, we seek reverently from 
those who have “gone before,” instruc­
tion in right conduct, as man has ever 
done, even when ignorant of God, as we 
know God.

5. Bound by no creed of the past su­
perstitions, we claim our inherent right 
as man, to make laws; to set up new 
and higher standards of social morali­
ties; to amend or annul any or all com­
mandments, and substitute new ones, if 
such course is found necessary to the 
establishment of a higher virtue.

Chicago, Ill. J. O. M. HEWITT.

FREEDOM
The Genius of Spiritualism.

For the greater part, Spiritualists ard 
a free-minded, liberty-loving and pro* 
gressive people. They not only demand 
for themselves, but freely accord to oth* 
ers the right of free thought, free 
speech and free action, holding them­
selves and others accountable only for 
(he abuse thereof. Therefore it follows 
that any organization in order to be 
truly representative of such a body of 
people must be builded upon and ad­
ministered in accordance with this 
fundamental conception of human 
rights.

Spiritualism is a great truth, a grand 
science, a noble and all-inclusive philos­
ophy. Rightly interpreted it is the sol­
vent of all religions and systems of 
philosophic thought, and Is the one con­
ception which affords an intelligible ex­
plication and an adequate reason for 
the existence of man upon earth.

If there is one word more than an­
other which distinguishes Spiritualism 
from all systems of religion extant in 
tbe world, it Is the word knowledge. 
Dogmatic religions eschew tbat word 
and dread its import, because of Its lib­
eralizing and liberating tendencies; 
hence they impose restraints and limi­
tations upon the human mind with re­
spect thereto. “Thou shalt not eat of 
the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge” 
has been the paradigm since the days of 
Adam, of the religious creeds of tbe 
world by which those creeds like vam­
piric incubl have ever sought to hold in 
bondage the human soul.

Instead of knowledge the old relig­
ions have given to tbe world beliefs, 
dogmas, superstitions and speculations, 
and in consequence and lu their train 
fanaticism, persecution, war, devasta­
tion and ruin. More than fifty millions 
of human Ilves, within historic times 
and among so-called Christian nations, 
have been sacrificed upon the altar of 
religious belief. The demon of persecu­
tion, hatred and spoliation has ever 
lurked beneath tbe dark and forbidding 
folds of the priestly robe. There have 
been no devastating Crusades, St. Bar­
tholomew’s Massacres, Holy Inquisi­
tions nor Thirty Years’ Wars instigated 
or carried on by or at the behest of sci­
ence or philosophy.

“We believe there is infinite Intelli­
gence”—SO did Pope Innocent III., 
Torquemada and John Calvin; but Spir­
itualism troubles Itself and tbe world 
not with beliefs; it reveals to man the 
fact of a veritable spiritual life beyond 
the grave, In which goodly works, love, 
charity, knowledge and character, here 
as well as there, constitute the test and 
means of human progress and happi­
ness.

Spiritualism contains within it the 
sure intimation of a never-ending im­
mortality. It teaches man that being im­
mortal hls destiny is to.labor for and to 
achieve that which Is highest and best. 
It lays down no formula or creed by. 
which human conduct or thought shall. 
be guided or governed; but It leaves the 
individual free to determine for himself 
that which be ought to think, to believe 
and to do; least of all does it cufb th® • 
bounding enthusiasm of thought, that 
seeks the solution of some mighty prob­
lem, by thrusting upon it the unrea­
soned dictum of ignorance or fear.

The N. 8. a. Will therefore be In ac­
cord with the great.purpose andiwork 
of spiritualism In tbe world It It leave ; . 
creed-making to the adepts of that art,. / 
and bend its energies and efforts to the 
dissemination of the high-born truths, 
facts and philosophy which it is ours as . 
Spiritualists to know, to cherish and to .
love.
* Chicago, Ill.

A. M. GRIFFEN..

•‘Origin of Life, or Where Man Comes 
From.” “The Evolution of tho Spirit 
from Matter Through Organic Pro- . _ 
cesses, or How the Spirit Body Grows.” 
By Michael Faraday. Price 10 centa. 
Fer sale at this office.
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WHATHASIT DONE?
A New Statement of Princi­

ples,
An important query for mid-October 

is: “What has the N. S, A. done to de­
serve perpetuation?”

In reply I shall answer as I did last 
year that through the force of the name 
National it has raised the tide of public 
respect; outside of that, what?—well, 
chaos; naught else.

Some fifty years ago a few unwise 
spirits whispered to some thoughtless 
mortals that Spiritualists were never to 
be organized. That because the church 
and the clergy hud sinned in the midst 
of a well-defined churchlanity, Spirit­
ualists should never state their princi­
ples, neither should they organize, and 
That every medial worker should for­
ever more, amenj-be known as test and 
physical medium or lecturer; that said 
mediums should ne’er be accountable to 
any Spiritualist body for their deeds; 
and that any person, no matter where 
from; no matter bow xile; no matter 
how much of a swindler, could steal 
those designatory titles and use them 
until the police managed to gain evi­
dence to stop each swindler separately.

Didn’t the spirits in effect say that, 
when they laid down the rules as dic­
tators that Spiritualists should not or­
ganize? The result is that we have 
about 190,000 avowed Spiritualists in 
the United States; 200 well-known, 
honorable public workers; 1,000 located 
physical and test media; and at least 
1,000 slick swindlers passing under the 
name medium, who are living vile, 
thievish and beastly lives under a title 
which should be sacred and dedicated 
only to Spiritualism. Besides the 190,- 
000 avowed Spiritualists, various well- 
posted authorities claim that there are 
at least 9,800,000 other Spiritualists who 
never acknowledge it to the census 
enumerator.

: I, for one, firmly believe there are 
over 10,000,000 Spiritualists in the 
United States. In journeying from city 
to city and state to state, I naturally 
meet and talk with many hundreds of 
people every year; and it is so common 
to hear people say: “Well, I am really 
a Spiritualist, and so are most of my 
family; but I am so tired of hearing the 
sneers of my associates about these 
traveling so-called mediums, who sell 
charms, read (literally) ballots; and 
swindle people out of their diamonds, 
that I cannot and will not endure the 
comments any longer. I should think 
if those old-time Spiritualists loved the 
cause they would have had a church 
and had their workers legally protected 
by a name. And if there Is not incent­
ive enough for the old Spiritualists to 
work, how can they possibly expect the 
new-comers to do so? Besides, I do not 
like the lack of reverence displayed; 
nearly all Spiritualist lecturers turn my 
friends from it by pricking at the ‘letter 
of the law,’ Instead of studying the 
Bible as Paul said when he wrote, ‘God 
hath made us ministers of a new cove­
nant (Or. testament), pot of the letter 
but of the spirit; for the letter killeth 
but the spirit giveth life,’ and thus 
making the book an aid to further 
knowledge. So I still keep up my con­
nection with the church; but I assure 
you I should dearly love to belong to a 
Spiritualist association where the serv­
ices displayed genuine reverence for the 
Soul of the Universe; and for the good 
and true of all ages and of all lands; 
and.where above all things the audi­
ence was taught to prepare itself for 
this higher communion, where the curi­
osity was eliminated; and where the 
lives of the workers shone bright and 
clear; without any trace of charlatanry 
or of dishonor in past efforts or present 
history.”

Well, perhaps by the time one hears 
these remarks about 500 times per year, 
it makes media contented with the 
present status of effort; but fortunately 
it*does not. I have conversed privately 
with nearly every public worker In the 

‘field and they all tell the same story. 
Many workers are trying to leave the 
field,'some have already done so.

What can be done to make the N. S. 
A. of real practical value?

The first necessity would be to station 
an orthodox minister over each delegate 
and let him shout: “Oh, utterers of big 
talk and doers of nothing, you prate 
about the crimes of ministers, look at 
the army of thieves and fakes passing 
under the name medium. You shout 
aloud that our Bible has dirty spots In 
it; look at the records of spirits and 
Spiritists; you abuse us for our failures 
to be Christians; please step forward 
and let us perceive how spiritual you 
are.

“We found hospitals, schools and col­
leges; our ministers are not wealthy, 
but they always have food, clothing, 
and shelter for old age; while your ‘In­
struments for angels’ are left ofttimes 
to private charity or to public alms- 
bouses.

.“The very ones who brought you 
this light which you claim to prize have 
sometimes died beggars.

“You as Spiritualists claim to come so 
close to the ‘soul of things,’ now tell us 
what you have done to establish these 
truths!

“You leave your honest workers to 
compete with swindlers who can use ex­
actly the same name as the true worker; 
you have no churches impregnated with 
your spirituality and yet prate to us 
about ‘conditions’; you pretend to be 
Spiritualists, but we cannot conceive of 
being spiritual and not working for the 
truth as far as we understand it

“Your public lecturers rave about our 
mistakes and rant about,our insincer­
ity, yet we have loved our system of 
thought well enough to seek to estab­
lish it; we have done our duty by that 
if not by humanity wholly; while you, 
what have you done? Nothing but 
make people think! Why do you not 
name yourselves ‘Public Discussers of 
All Questions Under the Sun and Occa­
sional Demonstrators of Psychic Sci­
ence?’ It would fit your combination 
much better.

“If this is really true that Spirits re­
turn; that we progress onward in a nat­
ural world beyond the grave; and that 
the Universe is governed by a Law, 
Life, Love, Consciousness which is dif­
fused aud differentiated but not. crys­
tallized as a personal God; if this is 
really true that you meet your friends 
and find them natural beyond the 
grave; how do you expect to feel when 
you meet your loved ones in the sum- 
nerland?”

not a botanist I am unable to classify 
in their proper family of intellectual 
fungi; is not intended by any means for 
our working Spiritualists. We have 
some grand, good Spiritualists who toll' 
and toll -uncomplainingly year after 
year. They keep the doors open, enter­
tain speakers, play the piano, take up 
collections, subscribe for Spiritualist 
newspapers, help in entertainments and 
do all that their hearts find to do.

These constitute a consecrated band; 
they sacrifice possibly one-tenth as 
much as each medium does to keep the 
work before the public. You will find a 
few in Chicago, Cleveland, Sty Louis, 
Pittsburg, Philadelphia, Grand Rapids, 
Detroit, Brooklyn, New Orleans, and 
there are still a few left in poor old San 
Francisco.

• Milwaukee, Louisville, Toronto, St. 
Paul, Minneapolis, have some dozens, 
and intermediate small towns are occa­
sionally heard from as hard workers.

They comprise the striving, loving, 
working few. They will not hide for 
shame in the shadows when they pass 
to the other side.

The N. S. A. if it ever expects to be of 
benefit to the cause should confer upon 
public mediums and lecturers the title 
of “Medium or Lecturer for the N. S. 
A.” The State Associations should sim­
ilarly care for located workers, “Evan­
gelists of the N. S. A.” might be used 
for those who had been less than 10 
years In the field. After we have lived 
and worked honorably for years we cer­
tainly deserve a name that tramps will 
not dare to steal. Under these titles we 
should be responsible to the N. S. A. for 
our actions, and liable to be churched, 
for dishonor.

I am well aware that In a good many 
quarters this would be fought bitterly 
because we have many who declare 
they will be responsible to no person; 
but Spiritualists as a body would sup­
port such a move, as would all strictly 
honorable workers. Under this regime 
all physical media would find it to their 
Interests to demand test conditions of 
and give test conditions to the public; 
they would be thoroughly protected in 
their circles from bodily assault and 
from the throwing of wigs, etc., and In 
turn expect the circle to bathe, put on 
clean clothes, and leave beer, onions and 
tobacco out of their clothes and their 
system.

Nothing secures the respect of the 
public so quick as to demand something 
decent of it and see that it is done. 
Thus the value of physical mediumship 
would be Increased a hundred fold.

Lecturers also might be adjusted I 
hear; as media sometimes accuse their 
intellectual brethren with several mis­
taken Ideas; and l am sure It could do 
no harm to be regulated occasionally; 
but the question of public tests certain­
ly needs adjusting; for we are now the 
laughing stock of scientific Investiga­
tors, and justly so.

Oh, what bad taste it is; and how 
transcendentally foolish to hear a public 
worker who professes to commune with 
arisen loved ones, stand upon a rostrum 
and announce: “I hear tbe name of 
(slowly) Blanky—(slower) Ty (hesitat­
ingly) Blank,” (naming some former 
well-known public medium with the 
most childlike and bland expression of 
Innocence; “at least I think that is the 
name. If there Is any person in this au­
dience who recognizes that name, 
please speak out so that the people can 
hear you.” At present some thoughtless 
ones resent the term “tests,” presuma­
bly because it Is abused; but better a 
thousand times never give a “message,” 
than mix in such communications (?) 
The message which is open so glaringly 
to public distrust is one of tbe greatest 
causes of our loss of strength.

Tbe ballot test also ought to disappear 
under N. S. A. guidance, for*nothing is 
so certain as that any medium who can 
give an honest “ballot test” can also 
give It just as easily from a sealed en­
velope. Sealed envelopes might con­
vince the thinker, but ballots never. 
Why sleight-of-hand performers have 
done that trick at 25 cents per head un­
til It’s stale! How can we expect public 
respect with such slip-shod methods?

The term Infinite Intelligence Is being 
largely discussed!

Human minds cannot possibly com­
bine the terms Intelligence and Infinity 
and leave out the ideas of goodness, 
peace, plenty. The most Intelligent peo­
ple whom we know are good people.

I confess I should not choose tbe 
term, but it’s lots better than nothing. 
Better have a God which is a little too 
pretentious, than none at all.

The term Cosmic Soul would be far 
preferable.

Webster defines spirit as “Man’s im­
mortal nature,” and soul, “the higher 
and better part of man’s immortal na­
ture,” therefore “Cosmic Soul” Is the 
higher and better part of the immortal 
nature of the beautiful order of the uni­
verse. An expression which defines my 
God.

Infinite Intelligence is not within the 
Hon, tiger, West India hurricane or 
Kansas cyclone; neither Is It always 
active In polar seas or tropic jungle.

Worst of all, when we adopt tbe term 
Infinite Intelligence it presupposes that 
as a body we are fully satisfied with 
the universe as it Is and have no mind 
to criticise the many failures which the 
really truly God of all things hath 
wrought

Why everybody knows that no self-re­
specting Spiritualist would want to pose 
before the world as being supremely 
contented with the earth, tbe heavens 
or anything that in them is. As a body 
of people we feel that we could do a 
much better job than any God that has 
worked thus far, and the term Infinite 
Intelligence nips all criticism In the 
bud.

The next necessity on the list is that 
we should have a few more principles 
and state them. It has been charged 
for over fifty years that as a body of 
people we have no principles to state, 
worth speaking of.

The mathematician always can affirm 
principles even while he is studying 
theories and classifying them as un­
proven!

One thing is certain, no scientific mind 
ever yet confounded the word principles 
with the horrors of the word creed.

Here are some principles which all 
progressive Spiritualists could sub­
scribe to. Understand they do not com­
prise all of the thoughts which I, per­
sonally wish to endorse, but I would be 
willing to compromise, for the sake of 
seeing organization organize.

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES.
: Unto the Divine Cosmic Soul we as 
children give loving reverence.

We acknowledge: The common pa­
rentage in nature of all human kind, the 
continuity of "life, individuality and 
progress beyond the change called 
death, the return and communion and 
communication of excarnate with incar­
nate spirits under proper conditions and

recompense for all good and retribution 
for all wrong here or hereafter through 
natural law.
EPITOMIZED TEACHINGS OF SPIR­

ITUALISM.
That the universe is the only com­

plete revelation of the Infinite.
That as children of the Cosmic Soul 

we should evolve our higher nature here 
below, doing right for right’s sake and 
not from fear of nature’s future punish­
ment.

That before races and individuals 
may progress, mortals must have great­
er love aud charity for humanity and, 
for all helpless life.

That there should be but oue high 
moral and mental, and but oue legal 
standard for both man and woman,

That, in order that individuals may be 
happier and a superior race generated, 
there should be an immediate cessation 
of pauper, criminal aud iucurable pro­
creation of species.

That marriage become a legal as well 
as a spiritual partnership in which it is 
the solemn duty of the contracting par­
ties to keep love, peace, mutual work 
for each other and pure lives.

That in all cases of parentage whether 
iu marriage or out, both father and 
mother shall be held responsible by the 
commonwealth for the support, educa­
tion aud moral training of all offspring; 
aud that in all cases of failure the de­
faulter shall work, under imprisonment 
by the state, and the wages used for 
that purpose.

That education for life under proper 
restraint should take the place of the 
legal murder of criminals.

That arbitration and courts of justice 
conducted by tbe Powers would take 
tbe place of war.

That we accept tlie good from all 
bibles aud from all of the inspired 
teachers of the past, meanwhile affirm­
ing that tbe universe alone is the only 
complete revelation of tbe Infinite; that 
naught but eternity can complete tbe 
study aud that mortals like children, 
can only comprehend the Parent 
Sources of life In proportion to their 
mental and spiritual evolutiou.

Tliat the Gifts of the Spirit are a nat­
ural inheritance and even as in tho 
past are evolutiou of Natural Law.

That in seeking communion aud com­
munication with Higher Realms we 
should seek reverently.

That this is religion, pure and unde­
filed before God:. To visit and aid the 
helpless in their affliction, and to keep 
one’s self unspotted from evil.

That Is Is unnecessary to be ill, suffer­
ing aud discordant, as by unfolding our 
own higher nature, and relying upon the 
Cosmic Soul and Angel Helpers for aid 
we can evolve above these imperfec­
tions.

That we should recognize and teach 
all truth, wherever it may be found; 
never point out error unless absolutely 
necessary, and then only in a spirit of 
kindliness, and be altruistic rather than 
iconoclastic.

MEMBERSHIP.
Any person wishing to do good and 

be good, can become A member of this 
association. '

We band ourselves together to work 
for the enlightenment of humanity and 
to welcome all demonstrated truth 
which spiritual and material science 
may bring.

Ministers and media of Spiritualism 
in full knowledge of recording Cosmic 
Forces nnd of the Ministry of the An­
gelic Realms do solemnly agree to live 
the life they teach.

TEMPLES.
All church buildings shall be institu­

tional and include a library of carefully 
selected liberal and scientific books 
ana periodicals, gymnasium, bath, other 
entertainment and instruction rooms, 
and also scientifically constructed and 
fitted up with 'seance rooms; wherein 
tbe seances shall be so conducted that 
the medium shall have ample protection 
aud tbe kindliest care.

The above represents my kind of 
Spiritualism, not completely, but nearly 
so. We could build up; conserve our 
forces, clothe Truth in clean garments, 
and make of mediumship, of all phases 
a potency for good, under such a state­
ment. 0

That the N. S.A. delegates may waken 
and work, we should all continue 4o 
pray.

CARRIE F. WEATHERFORD.

The N. S. A. and the Creed Bus­
iness.

I have expressed myself so often on 
these subjects that my present effort 
will be “powerfully weak” and im­
mensely small. As our National Spir­
itualist Association Is about to meet, 
our spiritual papers will no doubt be 
well filled with criticisms of the idea of 
a God, with screeds against creeds, and 
sometimes even with doubts as to tbe 
need of our national organization. For 
spiritual papers to fight against a per­
sonal God or tbe idea of creeds is to 
combat men of straw, for Spiritualists 
do not advocate either. Instead of 
creeds, the cultured Spiritualist would 
have a scientific statement of principles 
with reference to spiritual phenomena 
and spiritual upbuilding as a help to all 
students of the cause, just as any other 
science has Its statement of principles. 
Instead of a religion founded on mere 
faith and tradition, he would have a re­
ligion of spiritual aspiration which leads 
heavenward and which Is sustained by 
the soul-cheering facts of the living 
present We have Irreligious Spirit­
ists, materialistic Spiritists, so to speak, 
who have scarcely reached the half­
way house of real Spiritualism, and 
who, not understanding the grandeur 
of the cause, will “damn the whole mat­
ter with faint praise” or with misty lu­
cubrations.

True Spiritualism has a magnificent 
philosophy and religion and by the aid 
of a good organization ’ and earnest 
workers and money to lubricate its ma­
chinery, It will yet conquer and bless 
the world. When I hear of people who 
condemn organization, It reminds me of 
certain trusts that organize to the high­
est extent for their own aggrandize­
ment but fight to the death all organiza­
tions of their employes, knowing full 
well that an organized body of laborers 
cannot easily be trampled under foot 
We need to send eloquent missionaries 
and mediums over the whole country, 

‘but to do this the N. S. A. needs to be 
made powerful with means to foot the 
bills. - E. Dr BABBITT, M. D.

San Jose, Cal.

. “Talmagean Inanities, Incongruities, 
Inconsistencies and Blasphemies; a Re­
view ot Rev. T. DeWitt and Rev. Frank 
DeWitt Talmage’s oft-repeated attacks 
upon Spiritualism.? By * Moses Hull 
Tor sale at this office. Price ten cent*.
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A Voice From The Home 
Office. ■!

To tbe Editor:—In response to a 
dndly invitation from your office to 
give my views upon the work and mis­
sion of the N. S. A., and to state 
whether or no, in my opinion, it has 
failed during tbe years of its existence 
o meet tbe requirements of Spiritual- 
sts and Spiritualism, I venture to sub­
mit to you and your good constituents 
a few thoughts from the home office of 
tbe institution In question.

Quoting from “The National Messen- 
ger” of 1895, in brief, I find that the 
K. S. A. has shown that organization is 
a necessity among Spiritualists; that It 
has obtained hearing in the United 
States courts; and that it has brought 
Spiritualists and societies all over ihe 
land into touch with each other and 
united them as they could not otherwise 
have been. Well, even this is some­
thing to be thankful for, but this is but 
a small part of wbat tbe N. S. A. ac­
complished in even the first two years 
of its existence. Since then it has been 
steadily going forward, and its influ­
ence In the Cause of Truth, Is felt from . 
Maine to California. Perhaps no one is' 
better qualified to judge of tbe useful­
ness of an institution than the one who 
sits in Its central office, week in and 
week out, during two years, and re­
ceives tbe callers, and attends to the 
correspondence of the Association from 
all over the land, and it is from this 
standpoint that I write to-day. There­
fore I feel that I am voicing the opinion 
of hundreds—perhaps thousands of in­
telligent Spiritualists, .when I affirm 
that the N. S. A. Is a needed association, 
and that It is tbe centre of Spiritualistic 
Inquiry, influence and observation at 
the present time.

We must remember that the National 
Association is not composed of tbo 
members of its board of trustees, nor 
even of tbe hundred or two delegates— 
more or less—who attend its annual 
meetings and take part In Its delibera­
tions. On the contrary, it Is made up 
of chartered societies from tbe coast of 
Maine to the fur Pacific slope. These 
societies vary In point of membership, 
from a score to hundreds—including 
tiny local societies, and largo camps, 
and State Associations; Therefore each 
delegate who attends the Annual con­
vention, is not necessarily’'voicing or 
voting hls own opinion,' but is con­
scientiously voting Wbat bebelieves to 
be the will and principle of his constit­
uency—the society tbht honored him, or 
ber, as a delegate and sent the same to 
the convention. p 1

Great attention may be given to tbe 
ten or twenty individual writers who 
through the spiritual press give public 
vent to their objections to, and criti­
cisms of the N. S. A.‘ and Its work, and 
much stress may be Ihld updn these ob­
jections, by a few who think that any­
thing that finds publication ’must be In 
the majority of opinion, but, to me, It 
would be Interesting* to team whether 
these personal opinions • thus' ex­
pressed—emanating from the learned 
philosopher of the platform, or from a 
more obscure layman—represent any­
thing like the will and the views of half 
an hundred or more true Spiritualists— 
while we are certain that the majority 
who carry any point at the N. S. A. con­
ventions represent a far greater con­
stituency'than tbe casual reader slops 
to think. In the light of a National or­
ganization, the N. S. A. has a place and 
a time for Its existence, and needs no 
apology for having become established 
at the Capital of the Nation, or for hav­
ing come In the closing decade of the 
Nineteenth Century. It is the opinion 
of many Intelligent minds on both sides 
of life, that a national association In 
the ranks of Spiritualism, is in Its re­
lation to the State Associations what 
the United States Government is to the 
various States, while to the local socie­
ties, It Is much the same as the National 
Government Is to tho towns and cities 
In their local Jurisdiction over municipal 
affairs. All are necessary to the proper 
conducting of the work, and for the 
protection and advancement of their 
people and affairs. Why there should 
be any question as to the advisability 
of maintaining a State Association or 
an N. S. A. Is not yet made plain to 
hundreds who are in touch with this 
association, and frequently sending to 
this office for Information or advice 
upon matters spiritual, that they con­
sider important for the welfare of the 
Cause in their vicinity.

The N. S. A. has established In tbe 
courts the rights of Spiritualists to a 
respectful hearing, and established be­
fore the law Spiritualism as a religion 
entitled to the same privileges and con­
sideration as any religion can claim. It 
has also brought the great railroad com­
panies to recognize its teachers and 
preachers—In the fullness that they 
never did before—for the' granting of 
special rates to them as platform work­
ers, in their travels upon missionary or 
other spiritualistic work..

But I have neither time nor space to 
dwell upon what the N. S. A. has done, 
those who have carefully read the an­
nual reports of the association or at­
tended Its conventions, know what has 
been done, and what 16 yet to be under­
taken in this direction. The question 
now Is, How can It^e strengthened, 
and made to be a stllLsgreater factor in 
human progress and. in the, growth of 
Spiritual Truth? Also, wh^iher or not 
the N. S. A. should presume to formu­
late d Declaration of1 Principles that 
affirms a belief in “Ah Infinite Intelli­
gence?” That this National Association 
is not perfect, even It^most ehthusiastlc 
friends will admit, atid that it is open 
to criticism none will qdhstion, since 

' there is nothing perfect Sfiis side of 
heaven; even the md£t serous of the 
friends who do their $est'to riddle tl^ 
N. S. A. with mlrth-idovofilfig and sar­
castic balls. That its true * adherents 
and loyal supporters hbnesny and earn­
estly desire to find it^ weak1 places and 
to have them strengthened^ by the very 
best of material, wdMmay all believe. 
No doubt the “Principles’?4 adopted at 
the last convention c&n unimproved, 
and If “Infinite Intelligence” is an 
offensive term to the majority of the 
delegates it can. be revised, or stricken 
from the roll, without the slightest men­
ace to either Spiritualism or to the 
N. S. A. That some kind of a “Declara­
tion,” that should be acceptable to the 
majority of our chartered societies—as 
well as to many who do pot live where 
a society exists—was demanded, was 
plainly shown by the multitude of let­
ters that came to this office during the 
year prior to the last convention, and ns 
no protests against: taking such action 
came from workers or thinkers—either 
to this office or to'the convention while

COGENT JESTION.
If a Creed, What Shall It 

Contain.
Though, not a Spiritualist, Brother 

Francis has nevertheless asked me io 
contribute to this symposium. It will 
be understood that I speak from the 
standpoint of a friendly outsider. The 
central contention of Spiritualism I 
;rant, to-wit: The possibility of spirit 
ntercourse, or tbe intercommunion of 

spirits in the flesh with those that have 
gone out of tbe body.

But a fiddle should have more than 
one string. A party of importance must 
formulate its,views on all vital topics. 
As with political, so with religious par­
ties, a “platform” is necessary, and a 
great many “planks” are needed to 
place the issues. Spiritualism cannot be 
an exception to the rule. A multitude 
of scattered, Isolated believers in spirit 
communion can accomplish but little.

There must be close, finely articulated 
organization—National, state and local. 
There must be a clear-cut statement of 
principles. You must present to the 
world an ethical system—a concise 
scheme of living, set fortlrin moral pre­
cepts, axioms and exhortations. You 
need not claim it is “inspired,” or pro­
nounce it “Infallible,” but until you 
produce something of the kind you are 
hopelessly handicapped in tbe race with 
the churches. Even now, if a Spiritual­
ist lecturer decides to lecture ou a given 
moral topic, he selects a text from the 
New Testament!

What else can he do? You have no 
volume containing a like treasure of 
moral precept, Injunction and exhorta­
tion. You have as yet no substitute for 
the Sermon on tbe Mount, for Rom. 12; 
I. Cor. 13, or any other of the many fine 
delineations of the higher life contained 
in the Christian book.

The church has a splendid organiza­
tion, and it has a Book. You may cavil 
at the book, sneer at its inspiration; but 
it is a fact that the preacher can take 
that old book and from its pages show 
men the way of life. He can preach 
righteousness, temperance, justice, mer­
cy, purity, benevolence, charity, “every 
grace that adorns the life beautiful.”

Spiritualism must organize its forces.
It is imperatively necessary for it to 

formulate its conception of life and 
duty, either by accepting the New 
Testament ideal, or giving us some­
thing better. In my judgment organ­
ization and tbe promulging of a full, 
clear-cut statement of principles, in­
cluding a book of maxims, moral pre­
cepts, injunctions and exhortations, 
with which to build up and develop the 

’human character, is the pressing duty 
of the N. S. A. at next meeting.

As to “Infinite Intelligence,” I would 
reaffirm, verbatim, the statement made 
at Chicago, In 1899.

ELD. H. W. B. MYRICK.
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it was In session, the inference Is that 
at least a great many Spiritualists de­
sired just what was given. As for my­
self, I am willing to abide by the con­
sensus of opinion. If the majority de­
sire to rule out “Infinite Intelligence” 
from tbe principles adopted, I shall not 
scathe them In the public prints. 
“Infinite Intelligence,” as representing 
Supreme Power, Design, Wisdom, Law, 
Order, or any term that means an Over­
ruling force, is good enough for me, and 
because I accept it—granting that .1 
do—is no reason that I cannot conceive 
of that Intelligence according to my 
own "brain power or moral culture, or 
that I Intend to force any one else to 
bold the same concept of Intelligent 
Law, that is mine.

Finally, the great need of the world 
from the N. S. A. Is more missionary 
work. Tbe Association has been han­
dicapped in this Une for want of funds, 
missionaries could not be sent out 
without means, but we have reason to 
believe that better work can be done in 
this line very soon. Thanks to the great 
generosity of that noble hearted Spirit­
ualist, T. J. Mayer, and to tbe friends 
who have grandly contributed to the 
fund be has created, the N. S. A. Is in 
better shape to carry on Its good work 
than it ever was before, and the out­
look for its usefulness is a good one.

Those who scoff and fume at the 
Association and Its workers, do not be­
gin to know tbe amount of effort made 
in the name of Spiritualism, and the 
records we have here of the good work 
performed by Its missionaries and offi­
cers. These same critics never try to 
amend or Improve the Institution by 
joining one of Its chartered societies 
and bringing their influence and sup­
port to the society, thus gaining the 
right to help formulate tbe rules of the 
National organization, but they stand 
off and cavil, while the work still goes 
on, and the chartered societies through 
their delegates at each convention sa’y 
the N. S. A. shall live.

Before closing this desultory letter, 
Mr. Editor, I wish to call attention to 
the N. S. A. Free Library of over five 
hundred spiritual and liberal books 
from the pens of some of the most ad­
vanced writers and thinkers of the cen­
tury. This library is a source of educa­
tion to a great many people. During 
the larger part of the year, this lovely 
city'is full of people from all parts of 
the country. Many of them are seeking 
light on Spiritualism and the “Higher 
Thought;” they hear of this library and 
come here to secure reading matter, 
which they get free of cost Words 
cannot tell the good this of itself has 
done, nor of the educational force thus 
going out over the country from the 
beadquarters of. the N. S. A.

But I have taxed your space and pa­
tience quite enough, let others discuss 
the usefulness of the N. S. A.—pro and 
con—your columns can do no better 
work for the Cause than to have this 
great question settled. I am satisfied, 
however, that Intelligence, and good 
common sense, in matters of organiza­
tion, as well as in every other topic of 
Interest to the world, will regulate all 
questions to their proper domain, in the 
area of Public Sentiment, where they 
will be adjudicated according to their 
deserts.

With fraternal greetings to all, 
... MARY T. LONGLEY.

Washington, D. 0.

“Longley’s Beautiful Songs,” Four­
teen beautiful, soul-inspiring songs, 
with music, by 0. Payson Longley, 
Price by mall, 15 cents. For sale at 
this office.

“Longley’s Beautiful Songs.” VoL 2. 
Sweet songs and music for home and 
social meetings.. For sale at this office. 
Price 15 cents.

“Nature Cure ” By Drs. M, B. and 
Rosa C. Ccnger. Excellent , for every 
family. Cloth, $1.50 and $2. '

THE GREAT QUESTION.
It Is, “To Be, or Not to Be.”

To the Editor:—The wheels of. time 
are rapidly bringing us around to the 
point on the dial plate of destiny when 
the National Association will meet in 
annual convention to do that which 
seems to the majority the best for the 
cause we all have at heart.

Last year I had the pleasure of at­
tending the convention in company with 
my wife, who represented the Nebraska 
State Spiritualist Association.

I had no voice myself in the discus­
sion pro and con on'the “Infinite Intelli­
gence” plank In our platform, so hope 
your many readers will bear with me 
just a little in a sort of all-round criti­
cism of everybody, including myself. I 
feel like I want to kick somebody, so 
will commence on myself.

1 sometimes think I am very much of 
a “crank," for I can’t agree with the 
majority on any subject. I have always 
been on the side of the under-dog in the 
tight, and see no other prospect but to 
stay there.

To me it seems to be very much of a 
truth that there is one thing lacking In 
Spiritualism, and that is a cementing*' 
force of some kind which should keep 
us more in touch with each other. Up 
till tbe present time Spiritualism seems 
to have developed more selfishness, in­
tense individualism and a desire to rule 
than anything else. And yet we would 
not say that this Is entirely tbe case, 
but in a majority of instances it is un­
fortunately true. We seem to have been 
in such a hurry to develop mediumship 
that we have forgotten to develop 
brotherly and sisterly love and spirit­
uality. Many mediums have been so 
anxious to get to tbe front and become 
popular, that they have tried to knock 
other mediums down with a club of un­
just criticism in order to climb into 
popular favor themselves. This has 
been a death-glow to many organiza­
tions all over the land.

Perhaps we have been too unjust in 
our criticism of the last Convention, yet 
It does seem that we should spend more 
time In advocating measures for tbe 
spread of the knowledge of spirit re­
turn, for tbe relief of humanity from 
mental, moral, social and political er­
rors, instead of spending so much time 
and energy on a subject nobody knows 
anything about.

Personally I do not care to discuss a 
question which is entirely incompre­
hensible and out of tbe reach of human 
Intellect at the present time. I prefer 
to come down to facts pertaining to 
everyday existence. If there Is an 
Infinite Intelligence in the universe, 
that intelligence will be glad to see us 
developing a desire to help poor deluded 
mortals out of the quagmires of super­
stition, poverty and every form of hu­
man misery.

“If a man say, I love God, and hateth 
hls brother, be is a liar; for he that 
loveth not bls brother whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom lie 
hath not seen?” This was the opinion 
of an Inspired writer a long time ago, 
and It has a ring of truth about it.

If God is immanent in everything, 
then we have to love everything to love 
God.

If intelligence Is Infinite and every­
where, then of course we ought to ab­
sorb all we can as we go along.

If Intelligence survives the death of 
the body (and we are satisfied it does), 
then we can take It along Into the next 
stage of life, while all other forms of 
accumulated treasures will have to be 
left behind. The only baggage allowed 
on tbe trip between tbe two existences 
Is wisdom, memory and lovo for old 
associations and Individuals. If we are 
devoid of these (as Chas. Dawbarn sug­
gests) we will be a mighty poor class of 
emigrants to settle up tbe spirit world.

Tbe foundation stone of our move­
ment is tbe precious jewel of true me­
diumship, a fraud is a barnacle on our 
ship, so Is a medium or Spiritualist who 
cofidemns other mediums by the whole­
sale without knowledge of their being 
fraudulent.

Jealousy of other mediums Is a big 
barnacle and one that does a vast 
amount of injury to our cause.

Philosophy and phenomena should go 
band in hand, they could make a strong 
team together, but they don’t very 
often. Mental and physical mediums 
are too far apart to make a healthy 
body of workers. A healthy man or 
woman Is one whose mentality and 
physical organism are working in har­
mony together. Inharmony between tbe 
two creates disease and frequently 
death. So It is with our movement, tbe 
Ince&gnt quarreling between mediums 
over ifeelr different phases of work is 
creating, a distrust among outsiders of 
all medians, a disease in our own ranks 
which w^ result in general disintegra­
tion If not arrested.

The wonderful spread of- Christianity 
is largely due to the fact that Jesus ap­
peared in a materialized form after 
death. Millions have listened to the 
story of hls resurrection (so-called), and 
upon tliis fact have they built tbelr 
hopes of a future life, and this without 
understanding the nature of the won­
derful phenomena In the slightest de­
gree. And now comes Spiritualism with 
tbe same kind of phenomena, duplicat­
ing the scenes of the resurrection and 
also transfiguration on the Mount with 
the same phenomena under various con­
ditions. “bringing immortality to light” 
by clothing in visible transient forms 
the spirits of long lost loved ones, and 
we have the extraordinary spectacle of 
spiritual leaders denouncing material­
izations and denying the possibility of 
such a manifestation. To make matters 
worse we find the same skepticism 
creeping Into our own ranks in regard 
to all other kinds of phenomena. Me­
diums may spend years in development, 
they may sacrifice almost everything in 
order to gain a knowledge of spiritual 
things, yet as soon as they are able to 
give a clear-cut “test” in the way of a 
full name or a clairvoyant description, 
then some other medium at once arises 
and whispers to their friends that such 
medium gets their information from 
“blue books,” that they are padded, 
“stock tests,” and so forth.

Now, Mr. Editor, I for one know posi­
tively that spirits are able to give tbelr 
names at times, and no “blue books,” 
“padded tests,” or anything of the kind 
are necessary. I have, of ten received® 
names clairvoyantly myself, very fre­
quently all parties present have been 
entire strangers to me. I mention these 
things because I know there are some 
mediums who will not admit other peo­
ple to be honest at all, but they Wish to 
be considered honest themselves, and I 
further wish to say that as long as this 
faultfinding, back-biting, envious spirit . 
Exists among mediums, the National)
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SEARCH JR GOD.
Not Much Matter About The 

Name.
The anniversary of Hie organization 

of the National Spiritualists Association 
is again near at hand and its members 
and friends are anxiously awaiting the 
resume of the year’s progress in the 
cause of Spiritualism, which will be ad­
mirably presented as In former years, 
by its worthy president, H. D. Barrett,

That there has been great progress 
made and that the National Association 
has been no mean factor in the making 
of it, no intelligent observer will deny. 
This statement does not imply that all 
was done for the advancement of the 
cause that tbe N. S. A. might have done, 
or that its methods of doing what bas 
been accomplished were perfect, or that 
its declaration of principles was such as 
to meet tbe entire approval of all Spir­
itualists so as to secure their hearty co­
operation, but it does imply that in 
spite of all discouragements from 
within as well as from without tho 
ranks of Spiritualists, tbe N. S. A. has 
exerted an influence which is felt 
throughout the world and which has 
been fruitful of the very best results to 
the cause of Spiritualism.

He must be a very Indifferent reader 
of tbe general literature of the day in 
all its varied forms, who does not ob­
serve tbe cropping out everywhere of 
tbe Spiritualistic against the material­
istic idea of the 19th century, and the 
interest manifested in the subject of 
Spiritualism by the Christian church. 
I am at the present time In confidential 
correspondence with a Methodist min­
ister occupying a prominent pulpit, 
whose interest in the subject is clearly 
proven by hls letters and his expressed 
desire to witness some genuine phe­
nomena. He frankly confesses as did 
Rev. It. A. White, of Chicago, last 
April, that the Bible most emphatically 
supports the claims of Modern Spirit­
ualism. That public confession of Rev. 
Dr. White, together with one much 
stronger by the Rev. B. W. Thomas, of 
the People’s Church, Chicago, who de­
clared that be had been a Spiritualist 
for thirty years, and that he knows 
there is a future existence, because ho 
knows be has communicated with rela­
tives and friends gone before, was made 
at the mass meeting field jointly by tbe 
N. S. A. and the Illinois State Spiritual­
ist Association In Chicago, last April, 
and which would not have been thus 
publicly made had those associations 
not existed aud given those noted 
preachers an opportunity to make it. 
In this one matter alone we can plainly 
see tbe benefits of organization to tbe 
cause of Spiritualism.

So far as the question of the N. S. A.’s 
action in formulating a code of princi­
ples and of recognizing some power 
higher than man or nature is concerned, 
It Is sufficient to say that In my opin­
ion It makes but little difference what 
name or title wc give to that higher 
power, whether it be God, Deity, Na­
ture, Supreme Being. Jehovah, Great 
Spirit or Infinite Intelligence, as long as 
we know nothing whatever about the 
character of that higher power. Like 
the letter X in the science of algebra, 
these various titles represent an un­
known quantity and It is immaterial 
which one of them we employ. Be­
cause of Its brevity my own preference 
would be for the first mentioned, al­
though the “Great Spirit” would prob­
ably be more appropriate for use iu a 
society of Spiritualists. Some kind of a 
term should be agreed upon and adopt­
ed as a working formula for its value to 
Spiritualism Is as apparent as is the im­
portance of the letter X to the demon­
strations of algebraic propositions. 
“Why by searching can find out God?” 
I don’t know; but we have been finding 
out so many hitherto considered Impos­
sible things, that I for one do not feel 
Inclined to give up the search. I have 
the strongest conviction that tbe evolu­
tion of Spiritualism will eventually find 
Him out. In the meantime we should 
not be too hypercritical of the terms em­
ployed in our search.

H. V. SWERINGEN.

Association and every other organized 
effort will be crippled and Its Influence 
for good destroyed.

In conclusion I will say, If Spiritual­
ism is to be a living power for good, if 
the National Association is to prosper 
and cover the nation with its Influence, 
then we must have unity of action, we 
must recognize all forms of medium­
ship, we must work for the advance­
ment of humanity along nil lines, moral, 
social, industrial, political and religious.

Lincoln, Neb. W. E. BONNEY.

EYESIGHT
RESTORED

Failing Eyesight, Cataracts or Blindness Cured 
without the use of the knife.

Dr. W. 0. Coffee, the noted eye specialist of Des 
Moines, Iowa, has perfected a mild treatment by 

-z----- *>. which anyone suffering from
f failing eyesight, cataracts,f A blindness or any disease of 

■ tho eyes can cure themselves
I ~ at home. Judge George Ed* 

- munds. a leading attorney of 
X Carthage, Dis., 70 years old,

was cured of cataracts on 
#3^ W / both eyes. Mrs. Lucinda 

s ^B^Hammond, Aurora, Neb.,77 
*^^BTT3 Tc^s old, had cataracts on 

both eyes and Dr. Coffee’s 
w rem edies restored her to per-

W. O. Coma, M. D. feet eyesight. If you are 
afflicted with any eye trouble write to Dr. Coffee 
and tell him all about it. He will then tell you just 
what he can do. He will also send you Free of 
charge his 80 page book,' ‘The New System of Treat­
ing Diseases of the Eye.” It Is full of Interesting 
and valuable Information. All cures are permanent 
Writ* to-day for yourself or friend to
ML Q. COFFEE, M. 0.812Good Block, Des Moines,la.

The above is the number of the pres­
ent me of The Progressive Thinker, 
M printed at the top of tho first page, 
right hand corner, if this number cor­
responds with tne figures on your tvrap­
per. then the time you have paid for has 
expired, and you are requested to renew 
your subscription. This number at the 
right hand corner of the first page is ad­
vanced each week, showing tbe number 
of Progressive Thinkers issued up. to 
date. Keep watch of the n«oaber oa 
the tag «f Fourwra»R j|

“Arcana of Spiritualism: A Manual of
Spiritual Science and Philosophy.” By
Hudson Tuttle. A spiritual text-book
of rich and inspired thought. An ex­
cellent work. Finely bound In scarlet
and gold. Price $1.50. For sale at thia
office.

Under such “conditions” the delegates
to the coming convention might wake
up; harmonize and unify and do some­
thing sensible which would, help organ­
ize for good work.

Now understand my criticisms of that
class of Spiritualists; which as I am



general survey
THE SPIRITUALISTIC FIELD-ITS WORKERS.

DOINGS. ETO., THE WORLD OVER.

CUMKiA>uiURS.—Each contributor 
Is alone responsible for any assertions 

. or statements he may make. The editor 
allows this freedom of expression, be- 

•'. lievlng that the cause of {ruth can be 
best subserved thereby. Many of the 
sentiments uttered In un article may be 
diametrically opposed to hls belief, yet 
that is no reason why they should be 
8oppressed; yet we wish It distinctly 
understood that our space is inade­
quate to publish everything that comes 
to hand, however much we might desire 
to do so. That must account for the 
non-appearance of YOUR article.

WRITE PLAINLY.-We would like 
to impress upon the minds of our corre­
spondents that The Progressive Thinker 
is set up on a Linotype machine that 
must make speed equal to about four 
compositors. That means rapid work, 
and it Is essential that all copy, to in­
sure insertion in the paper, all other re- 

. qulrements being favorable, should be 
written plainly with ink on white 
paper, or with a typewriter, and only on 
one side of the paper.

ITEMS.—Bear in mind that items for 
the General Survey will all cases be 
adjusted to the space we have to occu­
py, and in order to do that they will 
generally have to be abridged more or 
less; otherwise many Items would be 
crowded out. Sometimes a thirty-line 
Item is cut down to ten lines, and ten 
lines to two lines, as occasion may re­
quire. Every item sent to us for publi­
cation, •should contain the full name and
address of the writer. We desire 
know the source of every item that 
pears. This rule will be strictly 
hered to.

to
ap’ 
ad-

theInquiry is made at this office for 
address of Mr. and Mrs. Harry F. Hill.

Take due notice, that all items, for 
this page must be accompanied by the 
full name and address of the writer. It 
will not do to say that Secretary or Cor­
respondent writes so and so, without 
giving the full name and address of the 
writer. The items of those who do not 
comply with this request will be cast 
into the waste basket.

The Sunflower Social Club, auxiliary 
to the First Spiritual Church of Chicago, 
meets at Oakland Club Hall, corner 
Oakwood and and Ellis avenues, the 
second and fourth Friday of each 
month, beginning at 3 p. m. The ladies 
bring refreshments which are served at 
6 o’clock. Evening session opens at 
7:45. Questions presented by the audi­
ence are answered by tlie guides of Mrs. 
Cooley, followed by literary aud musical 
program; also offerings from other 
workers. All iuvlted.

Julia Steelman Nichols has been lec­
turing and giving test seances in Mo­
line, Hl., and in Davenport, Iowa. In 
the latter city she has organized a so­
ciety of twenty-six members, and clmr- 
tered with the N. S. A. Mrs. Nichols 
goes to Toledo, Ohio, for October, her 
fourth engagement there. She has No­
vember and December open for engage­
ments. Address her for the present at 
618 Madison aveune, Toledo, Ohio.

Lyman C. Howe’s address until Octo­
ber 22 is 1405 North Market street, 
Williamsport, Pa. . He Is free for No­
vember and first four Sundays of De­
cember. He is due at Salem, Mass., 
December 30 and January 0. Will an­
swer calls in New England or any­
where between Buffalo and Boston, for 
dates before and after January 6.

Will some one please send a postal to 
this office stating where they are 
located.

R, Chester, test and materializing me­
dium, writes from 2212 North Eleventh 
street, Philadelphia, Pa.: “I have re­
turned to Philadelphia after an absence 
of four mouths, aud will be pleased to 
hear from my friends and patrons. I 
will conduct my circle as I have done 
for many years. I will give test circles 
or materializing seances at your homes, 
free, taking what you can afford to give 
to help me defray my expenses.”

Mr. E. W. Sprague, long and favor­
ably known as a prominent Spiritualist 
and publisher, passed to spirit life In 
Chicago, on October 3. Funeral ser­
vices were held at 2738 North Hermit­
age avenue. The body was Interred at 
Oakridge Cemetery, near St. Louis, Mo.

Frank T. Ripley Is serving^he Grand 
Rapids (Mich.) Society during October. 
He can be engaged for week evenings 
within one hundred miles of that city. 
He has November open for an engage­
ment. Address him at 369 South 
Division street, Grand Rapids, Mich. ।

Hugh O’Donnell writes from Min­
neapolis, Minn.: “Max Hoffman, pastor 
of the Spiritualists’ Church of Unity, of | 
Chicago, has been exerting a marvelous ; 
Influence toward the advancement of | 
Spiritualism in Minneapolis ever since 
the State Convention of Spiritualists 
was held in this city tbe latter part of 
last month. One of the local societies 
of Spiritualists engaged him to conduct 
tests at the Suuday evening services in 
the First Unitarian Church, which has 
been rented for the purpose. Many 
gather there every week and tbe best 
people of the city are among the con­
gregation. There have been many con­
verts to Spiritualism and the work of 
tbe young .evangelist is the theme of 
conversation in every public gathering.”

Mrs. Cora M. Goodwin, trance speak­
er and platform test medium, will en­
gage with societies desiring her serv­
ices. Highest reference for honesty 
and moral standing. She would like to 
make engagements for 1901 camps. Ad­
dress for the present, 712 Ella street, 
Beatrice, Neb.

W. 0. Knowles writes: “I was called 
to Rockford, Mich., September 10, to 
speak Jo the Philosophical Society, 
which has had an existence for over 
forty years, holding four meetings a 
year. Our meeting was called to order 
at 10:30 a. m., by Mrs. Roberts, presi­
dent, and the writer was Introduced to 
an appreciating audience composed of a 
number of skeptics. My remarks were 
not lengthy, and were followed by de­
scriptions of friends, who were quickly 
recognized, getting full names. At 12 
noon, tables were set in the ball and*all 
partook of a grand lunch to strengthen 
the physical body. At 2:30 we were 
again assembled with a packed house. 
My guides took subjects from the au­
dience. and descriptions followed to the 
number of thirty-seven, all fully recog­
nized. Tbe meeting was a grand suc­
cess. I can be engaged by societies on 
reasonable terms for lectures and de­
scriptions, being clairvoyant nnd clair- 
audient for over twenty-five years. Ad­
dress me at 247 Coade avenue, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.”

E. J. Bowtell gave a lecture on mental 
science before the First Spiritualist 
Church of Olneyville, the 7th Inst. The 
subject was “Suggestion.”

* ,11 ■

Nucleus to a Library. THE HIGHER LIGHT. THE N. S. A. KILL THE GERMS:

i ■

To the Editor:—I am in receipt of your seven 

premium books, and though I nave read very 
little in them up to date, I am extremely pleased 
therewith, and wish to thank you for the offer 
that placed them in my hands at so,;nominal an 
expenditure. I am unable to say which I like 
the best now, but to me they ar&alkbest. It is 
the nucleus to my library on this subject of 
Spirit-life. Thanking you again ! am

Very respectfully yours, 
Topeka, Kansas. Mrs. M. K. Haines.

— ।
Every Spiritualist should have these Premium j 

Books. Tlie world never before saw such an 
offer as is made by The Progressive Thinker. 
The seven books form a splendid nucleus for a 
library.

of them. I find that whenever I go to 
see him, and I am in an expectant mood 
and feel that I must have just what I 
want, I do not get the results obtained 
when 1 am thinking of other things. 
For Instance, my grand niece, Anna 
Miller, came to me through liim when 
I least expected it, saying: T tried to 
reach Brother Alec through a medium 
shortly after my passing out, but failed, 
as he thought someone was playing a 
trick on him.’ I have received so many 
letters of inquiry I hardly find time to 
answer them all”.

Mrs. F. B. Jackson, whose excellent 
work has mostly been confined to Mich­
igan, is now in Chicago, and will an­
swer calls to lecture, give tests, and 
psychometric readings. Her permanent 
address will be No. 3183 (top flat; 
Wabash avenue, Chicago, Ill.

Mrs. Nellie 8. Baade, 411 Thirteenth 
street, Detroit, Mich., missionary for 
the M. 8. S. A., and one of its officers, 
is open for dates at any point in the 
State upon very liberal terms. Will

dom. As to belief, the evidence as it 
strikes each mind must always compel 
that. The only choice of belief which 
anyone ever has, is before the evidence 
is all considered. What would we say 
of a judge who should decide a case be­
fore the testimony was all in aud sifted 
for what evidence it may contain?”

Thos. Harding writes from Sturgis, 
Mich.: “I preached the ‘everlasting 
gospel’ yesterday - at the Spiritual 
church, and although the day was un­
pleasant, there was a pretty good num­
ber out to hear it. The copies of The 
Progressive Thinker you sent for distri­
bution were quite welcome. Many 
were carried off by visitors, and some 
are left for' next Sunday. It is a good 
idea to have spiritual literature placed 
conveniently in the church or hall at 
every meeting. I notice that many who 
are not Spiritualists now like to read 
about It. Strange occurrences of that 
character possess a fascination for al­
most every one and the reading of such 
produces conversation on the subject

The Radical Thinker Coes 
Marching On,

What Its Primal Object 
Should Be.

Mr. D. Sibert, Applegate, Cal., writes: 
“I have just arrived from Grand Rap­
ids, Mich., and to my knowledge, there 
are no Spiritualists near me. I would 
like to know If there are any near here 
who take The Progressive Thinker; if 
so, will they please be kind enough to 
write me. I expect to remain here 
some time.”

Lou E. Johnson writes: “Officers 
elected by the Grand Rapids (Mich.) 
President ^r*() Knowles^vice I 6erve societies, or where there Is an in- land arouses home memories of similar I 
president,’ Peter Horton; secretary, Mrs. Xrl Toi^i aDd “° 80/let n PerlF“C^ a“d the“ ‘°U r°adS le°d ‘°

Tnhnsoir treasurer Tnhn M wheie societies have gone down for Rome.’"Kern finanehd secretary W A Reed' lack of lntere8t’ BhG wl“ 8° to them and F. n. Burk writes from Denver, Colo.:
n d C D Hinklev reinstate their work. She served the -Mrs. Ada Koye, pastor of the Denver

p n Lansing society, October 7, with two Spiritualist Society, leaves this city the
Mrs. Augusta Terris, Mrs. very successful lectures and tests, and 22d of October, and takes the steamer
and Mrs. Dr. Knowles. The society wltb large attendance. For informa- heaving San Francisco for Australia, 
commencing the fall work under favor- tion> address her or May F. Ayres, the 31st. Airs. Foye has received a call 
able circumstances, perfect harmony Lansing, Mich. from the Victoria Association of Spirit-
existing, and we predict grand results Correspondent writes: “Very Interest- uallsts at Melbourne, and wM remain 
for the coming winter. Frank T. Rip- iug exercises were held by the Engle- there one year. Raving been in that

,he rostrum for ,he raout wood Spiritual Union, at Forbes' Hall, country befdrfe they are familiar with
. 420 West 63d street, on Sunday, Octo- her work. While the Denver Society

“Dr' Hew u commenced hi^work with ber 7’ belug tbe annual “nulvMsnl'y of regrets to lose her land will miss ber
UniiySoelety last Sunday evening and tllls B“.clety- Services were continuous fine lectures'tad remarkable tests very 
we think we can safely say that he won f!oul 2;30 unUl 10 P- ®-> wlth the excep- much, they feel highly complimented 
In hls first lecture a place In our esteem. ‘‘^ °f Intermission for refreshmen s, to have her selected- to represent he 
Hls manners, his earnestness as well as which were served in he parlors. Tbe cause iu thdt country The Victorian 
hls apt and ready speech carried convlc- commit ee on decora ons were very Society of Melbourne has been steadily 
tion while the matter of the address at- succes8ful iu making the rostrum beau- [increasing 16 numbers and Influence, 
tracted an undivided attention and so tlful wIth evergreeu plants aud flowers, and has amdng Its Members several of 

can but feel that we have’secured whlle an Interesting program was ar- the representative tnen of Australia.
tbe right man. Mrs. Stewart, the. state ranged for both afternoon and evening, We all wish Mrs. Foye a pleasant Jour- 
orcanizer wns also uresent nnd cave consisting of a short address by Mrs. ney, and safe return to Denver." 
us be word of cheer at tb^ Harrington, president of the Ladles’ Mrs. Georgia Gladys Cooley, pastorDr Hewatt’s address so that we hone Auxiliary, and relating to that branch of tbe First*Spiritual Church, will be 
[hat our unity will now take bn new of tHe organization, followed by songs, assisted by tfn Mfiry E. Bellen, Sun- 
life and a renewed nrZerity ’’ wlth “andolln and guitar accompanl- day evenlpg?Octob* 21. -

W ; renewea prosperity. ment InspIratIonal muslCf recitations, Dr..H. Ahdrewa writes,from Jones-
Mr. and Mis. G. W. Kates passed sll0rt gpeecheg by a number of the boro, Ind.^ “Spiritualism is growing in 

through Chicago last week on their way workers and demonstrations by Isa Wil- Our midst, ana many are being led into 
to Springfield, Ill., where they are to Bon Kaynor, Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. the light In this city. We remain here 

। lecture and give tests. Wherever they Riley. The regular address of the through the present month of October, 
go they have been well received and are evening was delivered by Will C. We shall be ready to accept engage- 

I d°J?£ a most excellent work for Spirit- Hodge, who took for his topic, ‘What I meats by November 1, and would be 
uallsm. They are certainly an honor to 0OOd has Spiritualism done?. He was pleased to correspond with societies 
our cause. followed by that old-time and sterling wishing a good lecturer and test me-

The Trinity Spiritual Society will hold worker, Mrs. S. F. DeWolf (who was dium. Permanent address, Jonesboro,- 
Its regular meeting in Van Buren Opera instrumental In helping to organize this ind.
House, Hall A, on Wednesday, October society and was its first speaker) with G F’ Perkins writes; “I desire to call 
17, at 1:30 p .m. All are invited. No earnest and practical remarks on tho the attention of the Chicago Spiritual­
admission. Mrs. Nixon, president beauty and practicality of Spiritualism, jBt8 to the fact that congratulations are

Mr. and Mrs. Hatfield Pettibone are congratulating the society on its success jue to our friqnd and exceedingly 
located at 594 Euclid avenue, Cleveland, and predicting a still larger measure of bright and energetic young Spiritualist, 
Ohio, for the winter. usefulness in the future. The exercises Mr. George E. Fink, of E. Division

i Mrs. L. B. Brocklebank writes from closed with vpry excellent readings by street,^Chicago, who was one of 165 
452 East Madison avenue: “Tbe East Raynor and Mrs. Lincoln. A fine 8UCceSsful candidates for admission to 
End Spiritualists’ Society of Cleveland, the bar, at the Illinois State Board of
Ohio, has now become a chartered or- ^i? Law examination, October 11, 1900.”
ganizatlon. We opened for work on the mate thia an“v“saw meeUne: a ue- The ONcaso American says: “Mrs.
last Sunday in September, and hope to ‘°8“ ^Vch it ce^ Janu®, of 8709 Escanaba ave-
do a good work this season. We bad “ Chicago, was awakened
with us on tbe 7th of this month Dr. ^ay. It ia a creditable fact n|ght by & horrlble dreami lu
L. H. Freedman, tbe Australian healer, ^‘/even during the heated term of whlcb she 8aw llbr husband being man-
whose talk was very Interesting. The "ren„nd hat the audiences have 81ed and killed under the wheels of a
officers for this season have been summer» &na Hint tne audiences nave ra<iroad train Last nicht her dream
elected fnllnwa* President T Brnnk- been uniformly good throughout the en- rauroaa train. Last nignt nerelected as ionols. 11esident, J. Block obens under was realized when Janus lost hls life
lebank; vice-president, Mrs. D. J. Sav- ure/;ar‘ 11 e uew year opens unaei d Illinois Central suburban has-
ace- aecretarv L B Brocklebank most favorable auspices and with ‘Ex- unaer an HHnow ventral sunurnan pas-

ii k iaiy\ U ^ iCK uii ' celsior’as tbeir motto there is a deter- sen^er tra,n at the Srade crossing atShall be glad to correspond with lec- mono, mere is a aeter w«JTi.tv.fni.rth street Refn^e the bus
Hirers nnd test mediums reasonable minatlon among officers and members Ligntj rourtn street. Before tne hub- terms’’ 1 d f reasonable alike to maintain their present standard band went to work yesterday morning

’ of excellence and bold a Spiritualist Mrs. Janus told him she feared he would
Mrs. L. 8. Nagell writes from Council meeting which in point of Interest shall be killed before he returned home at 

City, Alaska: “It has been some time | be second to none.” | night and begged him to remain with
since I had the pleasure of reading one

Wis.:

The National Spiritualist Association 
will without doubt have the question 
presented to it for consideration, 
whether the work that It has accom­
plished entitles It to a future existence? 
and the question will be answered ac­
cording to the sympathies of the in­
terested parties, whether for or against, 
which without questioning is the proper 
course to pursue.

That there should be a foundation 
upon which to build the structure of the 
spiritual philosophy is an admitted fact, 
but what are to be the elements com­
posing that foundation? We are re­
minded of the colored debating club 
where the question for discussion was: 
“Which is of the most importance, land 
or water?” After the advocate of tbe 
supremacy of water had presented his 
arguments as strong as possible, ending 
with tbe presenting of Niagara Falls as 
a clincher to hls arguments, the advo­
cate of the superior Importance of land 
arose and while admitting the grandeur 
of what his opponent used as an illus­
tration, replied: “But if it wasn’t for de 
Ian’, where would Niagara Falls be?”

If it was not for the foundation on 
i which Spiritualism rests, we would be 
I as badly left as the advocate of water 
was in the argument of the colored club. 
That foundation rests eternal In the 
heavens, and if the structure that we 
build here rests on that foundation it 
can be advanced to a height where it 
will illuminate the dark places of life,, 
casting Its heavenly radiance on those 
honest but toil-worn souls who are 
yearning for light that they may see 
clearly their pathway to higher con­
ditions now while here in earth life, as 
well as “over there.” It certainly can­
not be done by trying to ape the dead 
and decaying form of tbe old theologies, 
which at present is repulsive to the sen­
sitive organisms of those who are being 
qulekened by the spiritual power of tbe 
advance thought, causing them to come 
out from among them and to reach for­
ward to higher and better things.

' Spiritualism has a glorious mission to 
perform among the races of men, and it 
will be accomplished even if some of 
Its professed adherents prove unfaith­
ful; and by being a free lance in the 
arena of conflicting sects and parties, it 
can best accomplish the work for which 
it is intended. Let its adherents leave 
the question of making new titles and 
names by which to address that im­
mortal power which every spiritual- 
minded soul feels coursing through his 
being, to those who have not outgrown 
the apparent need of the old theologies, 
and present to the world tbe fact tha 
by professing belief in the spirltua 
philosophy tbe lives of such believers 
are lifted up and are enabled to come 
into more perfect rapport with those 
white-robed souls who have suffered for 
tbe truth and now Id the summer lam 
are reaping tbe reward of their labors 
That it can and does exalt tbe lives of 
those who are honest In their desires to 
have a more perfect understanding of 
the truth as represented by Spiritual­
ism, the lives of many noble souls are 
evidence; and whoever professes bu 
does not possess the Inspiration and 
spiritual energy that is uplifting 
making tbeir dally life an example tha 
Is helping others onward toward the 
goal of a purer and better life, such pro­
fession is worse than “sounding brass 
and tinkling cymbals.”

I The world every day is growing more 
critical, pronouncing judgment not 
from the standpoint of association wltb 
religious sects or political parties, but 
from the position occupied by individual 
character, thus showing that while 
sects and parties may If rightly used be 
a primary school to those who have not 
outggrown tbeir need, they are only a 
weight to encumber those who have re­
ceived tbe higher light and are in duty 
bound to let that light shine that others 
may see their good works and be 
blessed thereby as they have been.

The radical thinker of to-day, if not 
steadily marching on becomes the con­
servative of to-morrow; and such would 
be the fate of professed believers in the 
'spiritual philosophy, if they undertook 
to crystallize around some dogmatic 
assertion, pronouncing that tbe ultima­
tum. But rather let them be like that 
noble martyr, John Brown, tho’ hls 
body is in the grave his soul goes 
marching on. Let them come out from 
among them who feed on tbe fleshpots 
of dead theologies, and touch not nor 
taste not that which has been pro­
nounced unclean to tbe spiritually pro­
gressive soul, and they wlU be rewarded 
by a conscious communion wltb those 
who are marching on the highway that 
leads to a more advanced understand­
ing of the truth of the spiritual philoso­
phy, Its needs and requirements.

! HAMILTON DEGRAW.
j Shakers, N. Y.

ihe primal object of the National 
Spiritualists Association should be the 
promotion of the interests of those who 
seek to establish more vital and inti­
mate relations between the two worlds. 
Believing, as all Spiritualists do, that 
there is a principle In man which tri­
umphs over the tragedy of death and 
continues to exist as a self-conscious en­
tity in realms of being which are Invis­
ible to the average mind, but ac­
cessible through the development of 
especial senses and faculties, it is 
the duty of those favorably endowed 
in this direction to have the best 
possible conditions for the highest uu- 
foldment. The sensitive should be sur­
rounded by an atmosphere free from 
the influence of adverse environments. 
So long as the medium stands alone, 
compelled by the duties and necessities 
of pressing need to pervert the sacred 
gilts for gain; to sit with closed doors in 
darkened rooms, inhaling poisoned air 
from tainted breaths, transmitting mes­
sages from tbe unseen at so much per 
hour; urged by the idle curiosity of a 
few and the selfish desires of others to 
give advice which aids in the further­
ance of ignoble alms, so long will the 
medium’s life be a checkered career; 
for mediums, like others, are pro­
foundly human; and being sensitive, 
yield more readily to the influence of 
surrounding minds.

The National Association should be 
unanimous in the establishing of means 
for thejlberal support of a few talented 
speakers and mediums who should go 
before the world with power to free 
men’s minds from the thraldom of su­
perstition and place the truths of Spir­
itualism on a foundation that Is as 
broad as life and eternal as time.--

To eliminate fraud from the ranks of 
mediumship, all worthy mediums who 
can stand the test required of them, 
should have the moral and financial en­
couragement of the associated members 
of the place where the medium lives, 
and should be surrounded by conditions 
which are harmonious to the highest 
unfoldmcnt of the psychic gifts; while 
those who make false claims and per­
sistently deceive the credulous under 
the cloak of mediumship, should be pun­
ished in the severest manner tbe crime 
deserves.

By tbe organized effort of the Na­
tional Association the truths of Spirit­
ualism should be presented to the world 
In a way that will awaken an interest 
in the minds of the skeptical and com­
pel the recognition of all who seek 
more light on the great problem of tbe 
soul and Its destiny. A belief in the 
continued existence of the soul Is the 
pivotal center around which revolves a 
multitude of theories more or less con­
tradictory and Inconsistent, varying in 
their natures according to the peculiar 
characteristics of different minds. Har­
mony should be evolved from this chaos 
of conflicting opinions, so far as is pos­
sible, by a close study of tbe phenom­
ena of the mind and nature, and of 
man’s relation to the unseen. But this 
desirable result will finally be accom­
plished without a declaration of princi­
ples, beyond a simple recognition of 
truths which can be satisfactorily dem­
onstrated to all reasonable minds.

To embody a statement which affirms 
tbe existence of God Is to assume defi­
nite knowledge concerning that which 

I must necessarily remain unknowable. 
The finite cannot fathom the Infinite— 
cannot know tbe nature of the Absolute 
and every individual has a different 
conception relative to tbe attributes of 
Deity according to the Influence of pres­
ent and past environment, and the de­
gree of mental unfoldmcnt.

It Is only another step from assum­
ing the existence of Deity to enslaving 
man’s mind by demanding obedience to 
every decree issued “in His name” by 
titled authority.

Chicago, Ill. URIEL BUCHANAN.

GOOD NEWS THE ANGELS BRING.

Am I custodian of tbe laws 
That give Immortal youth, 

And shall I blush to own the cause, 
Or fear to speak the truth?

When angel voices soft and clear, 
In accents low and sweet,

Bring good news to my favored ear, 
Shall I that news secrete?

Shall I, through fear of what folks say, 
And love of worldly gain,

Let baffled angels turn away, 
That falsehood still may reign?

Not I—but I will gladly hear 
And echo it again,

Despite the scorn and pompous sneer 
Of worldly creed-bound men.

The news our angels come to give 
Us through the “pearly gate,”

Mrs. Nina D. Challen, 79 Foraker av­
enue, Toledo, Ohio, is engaged in dis­
seminating the grand truths of Spirit­
ualism, and she would be pleased to re­
ceive Spiritualist papers or books to aid 
her in her work. She wants to start a 
library. Those who have papers or 

. books to spare will please respond. |
F. Cordon White writes: “I go to fill 

an engagement of six weeks at the Tem­
ple In Buffalo, N. Y. I have the months 

. of February and March that I can give 
to societies.” I
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch says: 

•“EH Stark, a native of Neodesha, Kans., 
is able in a mysterious way to locate 

’ lost articles. His ability has been 
: demonstrated on many occasions. Af­

ter all searchers are through, Stark 
asks how tbe missing property was lost, I 
and, after facing hls informant near the i 
place, turns, and stops at a point which 
is shown him by some unseen power, 
and Is as mysterious to him as to any­
one else. He then advances and picks 
up the lost article. He was put to a se­
vere test when A. C. Speery, a mer­
chant of Neodesha, lost his watch—he 
knew not in what vicinity? Stark came 
around nnd asked hls usual questions. 
He finally said he would search a pigsty 
on tho merchant’s place. He did so In 
the presence of several witnesses, but 

’ no watch was to be found. He told Mr. 
•‘ Speery hls watch was In some other 

man’s pocket. During the following 
night the watch was placed under'some 
straw in the sty, where the owner

• found it the next day. Stark has dis­
covered lost property for A. O. Evans 
of the Standard Oil company; Otis Hus­
ton, the hotel man; Cashier Hill of the 

. Bank of Neodesha; James Keck, Pro-
/ bate Judge, and many others, who mar- 

7 / vel at hls power. He is now 44 years of

of your valuable papers, and my soul 
gets hungry for some of the spiritual 
food It contains. I thought you would 
like to hear from a worker, and learn 
the condition of affairs concerning Spir­
itualism in the land of the midnight 
sun. I am in the interior, about 150 
miles from Nome, north-by-east. Our 
little town contains about 700 souls. It 
is a pretty sight to see the log cabins 
and white tents snuggled up on the 
river banks, and the spruce trees for a 
background. There are many very rich 
minin'g properties in this vicinity. Most 
of these are still undeveloped, but the 
hand and wit of man will soon bring 
out the golden treasure. I arrived at 
this point on the 12th day of July, after 
a very excitable and dangerous trip, 
and the second day after my arrival I 
was called upon by a committee and 
asked to demonstrate some of the 
truths of Spiritualism. I gave a lecture 
and many tests, being the first medium 
to Introduce our glorious truth in the

I Upper or Northern Alaska. The result 
was very satisfactory, and I am going

4o . remain all winter. I have made 
arrangements for a church of ‘Spiritual 
Truth,’ and'we will bold services every 
Sunday evening this winter. I have 
taken many fine views of this country, 
and when I come out in the spring, via 
Dawson, I will be in a position to fur­
nish you with a few fine cuts if you de­
sire them, and give you a synopsis of 
my Alaska work in the cause of Spirit­
ualism. I am making a collection of 
Alaska curios, and when I get out It 
will be my pleasure to send you a nug­
get that I have washed out of the 
ground with my own hands. I have 
been very successful locating leads and

I pay-streaks this fall, and have much 
I work to do in the spring of the same na­

ture. Give me your best thoughts for 
the success of Spiritualism In the land- 
of the midnight sun.”

1 Mrs. Theresa Markham writes from 
Asheville, N. O.: ‘‘I feel it my bounden 
duty to inform you and the readers of 
our paper that Mr. Oryvis has been 
very ill with hemorrhage of the lungs, 
hence bis seeming negligence. I find.

r. D Owen writes from Louisville I her durlng tbe da^ Then she described L 1 x how she had seen him fall under a train
Ky-: I have been a constant reader of in ^er dream. Janus only laughed, 
The Progressive Thinker for the last plcked up hJg dInner paIl and left for 
mni n^the ^ntnrp6 lifo the Hllnols Steel works, where he washerefrom / e? r Lave by rend nc H*^ Mrs’ Janua re8ted uneasily 
tbererrom tnan 1 ever nave oy reading all dny .waltlng nnd hoping that her 
Bibles and other publications forty-four I husband would return safely to her at 
years of my life. Just one year past I night Shortly after 7 o’clock the news 
I^e co?v‘nce<i °f *® 8r?“d ^u^ of hls fate was brought to her by a po- 

and ft Is made possible for the spirits to Eighty-fourth street towards hls home 
nSwfth STPne/™nn^ at 7 o’eiock, and Just as he Stepped on 
nicate with friends. In connection withthis, I will say that your paper has done railroad crossing he was struck by 
more to open the eyes of the people L^6 suburban train. He was dragged 
than all other publications combined. *°r aeVc^V^ ‘b/i %,8.hOf the 
For the past month we have bad with engine before the attention \of the en- 
us Mrs. Weatherford, and she has con- g'neer was attracted. Terribly mangled 
gented to serve us until next April. She a^fr±e±^

cago police station, where he died a few 
a great and good work. .4minutes later.” ’1
. J. Marion Gale writes from Quilcene, • _ . ..•, •
Washington: “It Is really refreshing to -------------------------------- r
me, to once in a while witness,dear old I. T^E NEW DAY. -
Sar’gls hop onto the ‘ducks in the pud- . . • -4- •
die,’ as our Nanaimo friend would say, In the newly^awning day, 
and give the superficial an airing in Shams will ail ire s^ept away, . 
genuine logic with its every-day clothes Right, not mfcht, supremely sway, 
on. For my part I am willing to waive And peace taiumpjjant reign. . 
the question as to whether Jesus really Our God wllL^ the “perfect love,” 
had a navel—but still think it quite as Such as angefekno^above,

SPIRITUALISM
Is a Department of Science, 

Not a Religion,
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him a rare specimen of manhood, em-
age, and has had this power since child- bracing all that Is honest and upright,
hood.. He is a cattle herder, and makes

’-no attempt to gain a livelihood outside 
; ..of hls regular work. He has picked up

’ 'bout $100 in rewards.” . ’ *

having the . respect of, all who have
come In contact with him. I think we 
ns a people should be more lenient with 
our mediums and not expect too much

relevant and important as much of the And like a br^odingdnother dove, 
learned loquacity of the professional O’erspread ^H earth the same. > 
theorist in Spiritism. Alone in my \
studio—excepting the presence of the that new find better day, 
decarnate immortals—I have, demon- There’ll be ncPiMom for vain display, ? 
strated the fact of communication with For error wilTbe blofcn away, 
the denizens of spirit life, often and By justice, with And love.
again; and that, too, with very little as- All sorts of slavery sunk from sight, 
slstance from the dead languages, or Beneath the rays oL wisdom’s light, 
the dying theories so dear to tbe heart And freedom In her upward flight, . 
of the average fadlst I have also In S°Rr on to hclghts^above. 
these communings been able to glean I 
much of the true philosophy of the sci- 
ence of life; which Brother Ireland ™ e a P ’
very appropriately affirms. Spiritualism F®Om angel worlds above, 
to be. I hope and trust most sincerely will wondrous gifts of life be given, 
that the coming convention at Cleve-1 creating here on earth a heaven, 
land will unite upon something in the ^ ^ unt0 Bong jn sweetest rhythm,.. 
nature of what bls current articles In Of e •
The Progressive Thinker urge as the P • pe. 1• 
duty of Spiritualists. I hope, too, that [In that new and brighter time, 
there will be no ambiguity of language The heart enlarged with love divine, 
to confuse the common plebeian, but a Will cause the outer life to shine, • ' 
clear, brief .and explicit declaration of With deeds of living light ■ 
what we stand for, and that altruistic And then the “gojden rule” will be, 
humanitarianism will not be left out of I In practice put on land and sea, 
that declaration. After we agree on And every soul set wholly free, 
what little we know, and express 'what I By the Eternal Right!
we propose to do, we should and must . < JULIA H. JOHNSON,
have wide latitude as to religious tree-1 Los Angeles, Cal. .

A “cause” of any kind is valueless un­
less it upbuilds humanity. Nothing 
can benefit the race save that which in­
creases its physical, mental and moral 
development. A discussion concerning 
gods is of no value, practically, because 
no exact knowledge can be obtained 
from such discussion. All “god-intoxi­
cated” nations are, and ever have been 
hotheads of tyranny, poverty, vice and 
crime. Modern Spiritualism has no 
more exact knowledge concerning Deity 
than has any other cult. Hence all ef­
fort to formulate such Deity is but the 
old-time effort to establish a priesthood.

If Spiritualism Is not a department of 
science it is nothing. If a science, it Is 
not a religion, and If not a religion, 
then all forms of worship are out of 
place In It .

The N. S. A. has no right to ask ac-* 
ceptance of any Deity at the hands of 
anyone. Its mission If It have one, Is 
to convince tbe people of the truth of 
spirit communion. Then to aid every 
effort to build up a free and enlightened 
manhood and womanhood, to the end 
that this world may be the home of a 
happy, prosperous humanity.

The Declaration of Independence, and 
tbe preamble to the'Constitution of the 
United States is a better creed than the 
N. S. A. can formulate. To establish 
Justice is far better than to establish a 
god. To promote the general welfare Is 
better than to promote half-fare tickets 
on railroads, and to secure to posterity 
the blessings of liberty Is superior to 
securing a fat salary as a Spiritualist 
“pastor.”
: If the N. S. A. desires to continue its 
existence, let it adjust its trolley to the 
electric Une of scientific progress, stop 
it's mumbo-jumbolsm, throw its influ­
ence, (If it has any) In the scale with 
a progressive civilization, and it will be­
come a power for good.

So long as men, women and children 
are starving and dying in the besotted 
Ignorance of Christian godlsm, and that 
Ignorance Is used for their exploitation 
by politicians and tyrants, reformers 
have something better to do than to 
wallow In the quagmire of transcend­
entalism. ■ C. W. STEWART. ■

Springfield, Mo.

Is that, like them, we all shall live 
In an immortal state.

’Tis glorious news from Heaven ' 
earth,

Through God’s eternal love.
That mortal death is spirit birth 

Into our homes above.
That .when the failing body dies, 

We need no false alarms, 
But gently to the bending skies 

We float In spirit arms.

When we shall walk in virtue’s path, 
And live what truth has taught, 

No more shall fear orwengeful wrath

to

Disturb our happy thought.
Oh, blest are ye who come to bring 

Such news to mortals here;
In anthems sweet let echo ring 

It on from sphere to sphere.
Let every soul arise and sing

Through Nature’s vast domain, 
That Love Is queen and Wisdom king; 
. That Truth and Justice reign!

J. MARION GALE.
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Spread of Germs Through the Human 
System Instantly Checked by

“5 DROPS.”
• 5 DROPS” 1# • germ killer; a prevent­

ive of disease; a builder of nerve force; a 
maker of pure blood; of healthy tissue. Where 
It la used there can be no disease. It Is a 
natural foe to germ life. Left to themselves, 
without adequate measures of prevention, the 
germs which enter the weak human system 
multiply so rapidly that their numbers become 
beyond human comprehension, destroying tho 
structures of the body until death comes to 
the victim’s relief. “5 DROPS,” if taken in 
time, is an absolute preventive of disease. IT 
Is the only absolute cure for Rheumatism, 
driving out of the system forever the uric acid 
and other impurities which cause it in its var­
ious forms. It Is taken up at once by the 
blood. Hence its work is quicker, surer and 
many times more effective. You should never 
be without it. Secure a bottle today. You 
will then be on the safe side. “5 Drops” U 
harmless and can be used by a child as well by 
an adult. It is used with unfailing 
effect iu the following discuses: Rheu­
matism, Sciatica, Backache, Neural­
gia, Gout, Dyspepsia, Asthma, Hay 
Fever, Catarrh, Croup, La Grippe, 
Liver and Kidney Troubles, Sleepless­
ness, Nervousness, Nervous and Neu­
ralgic Headache!, Earache, Tooth­
ache, ; Heart Weakness, Paralysis, 
Creeping Numbness, Etc.

I WAS AT DEATH’S DOOR.
Gentlemen: I want to tell you what your “5 

Dropi” has done for me. I was for two years a 
sufferer of untold misery. My feet were awoken so I 
could not wear ehoes and my hands were drawn so I , 
could not open them, nor could I shut them. They 
cramped half shut. My husband had me try every 
medicine he could bear of and I still suffered untold 
agonies. Nothing I could get would ease my pain, 
until last November one or my neighbors bad Rheu* 
nothin w bad he could not walk. Ho told my hus­
band shout “5 Drops” curing him, so he got mo a 
dollar bottle, and in tureo weeks I walked without a 
cane and could use my bauds, something I had not 
done fur two years. I give all the praise to “5 
Drops.” My neighbors know that I was at death’s 
door. Now I have used foqr bottles of “5 Drops” 
and cau du my work with ease. I am still taking It 
sometimes. If this will do any guod toward getting 
suffering people to use ”6 Drop#,” use this as you 
?Tab5’ ^^ doubts this, send them to my 
friends and neighbors. ELIZABETH C. FINN, 2057 
North Lyon St., Springfield, Mo

Sept. 12, IWO. ‘
Swanaou’M ”5 Drop.” ts sold by us and 

agents. In some places the druggist! 
are our agents. If the remedy la not 
obtainable in your town, order of us 
direct. Large she bottles (800 doses), 
1100, scut prepaid by express or mall. 
Trial bottle will be sent on receipt of 25 
cents. Agents wanted iu new territory.

Writ© Now!
HWANbON RHEUMATIC CURE CO., 

164 Luke Wf., Chicago, Ill.

He beholds the sun’s great splendor, 
Though dark clouds obscure its light

As our earth-born selfish passions 
Smother Justice, Truth and Right

He admires the silvery lining
Of the storm-clouds swirling by, 

And he says life’s storms are transient
As tbe shadows fleeting by.

Hls hope Is always glowing, 
And Inspires the soul in fear

With the truth that man Is growing.
To a higher, broader sphere, •. <

And our earthly trials are lessons 
Which develop the human soul.

In Its never-ceasing journey - 
To reach tbe perfect goal.'

HENRY M. EDMISTON.

“The Gospel of Buddha, According to 
Old Records” Told by -Paul Carus. 
This book Is neartily commended to stu­
dents of the science of religions, and to 
aU who wtuld gain a fair conception of 
Buddhism In Its spirit and living princi­
ples. . Spiritualist or Christian can 
scarcely read it without spiritual profit 
Price IL For sale at this office.

“Mind and Body:. Suggestions and 
Hypnotism Applied In Medicine and 
Education.” By A. 0. Halphlde. Pres­
ident Chicago Society of Anthropology* 
For sale at this office. Price $1.

Sunday Spiritualist Meetings in 
Chicago.

The First Spiritual Church of Chi­
cago, Mrs. Georgia Gladys Cooley, pas­
tor, bolds services iu Oakland Club 
Hall, corner Oakwood and Ellis ave­
nues, every Sunday at 7:30'p. in. Lec­
ture and spirit messages at all services. 
Take Cottage Grove car tu 39th street

Prof. John McLane holds meetings 
each Sunday at Van Buren Hall, corner 
of California avenue aud Madison 
street, at 2:30 and 7: 30 p. in.

Church of the Spirit, Van Buren 
Opera House, Madison street,’and Cali­
fornia avenue. Mrs. Dr. Edwards, pas­
tor. Meetings every Sunday at 3 and 8 
p. m. Lecture, tests and phenomena-. 
Mediums invited to assist. Good music.

The Swedish Church of Psychology 
holds services every Sunday at 2 p. m., 
at Phoenix Hull, 324 E. Division street, 
near Sedgwick street. Dr. E. I. Jacob­
son, pastor; Mrs. M. Summers, medium. 
Visiting mediums always invited.

Beacon Light Church, 675 Larrabee 
street, near Garfield. Services every 
Wednesday at 8 p. m. G. F. Perkins 
and Mrs. E. Perkins, lecturers. Tests 
and messages at every session. Other 
mediums invited. All are welcome.

The Church of tbe Soul, Mrs. Cora L. 
V. Richmond, pastor, bolds services In 
Handel Hall, 40 Randolph street, every 
Sunday at 11 a. m. Seats free.

Band of Harmony, auxiliary to tbe 
Church of the Soul, meets nt Room 608 
Handel Hall Building, 40 Randolph St., 
every first hnd third Thursday of tbe 
month, beginning afternoons at three 
o’clock. The ladies bring refreshments; 
supper served at six o’clock. Evening 
session commences at a quarter to 
eight. Questions invited from the au­
dience, and answered by the guides of 
Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond. Always an 
Interesting programme. All are wel­
come.

The Progressive Spiritual Church, G. 
V. Cordingley, pastor, 6th floor Handel
Hall, 40 Randolph 
2:30 and 7:30 p. m. 
noon and evening.

Church of the 
will hold meetings

street. Services at 
Take elevator after-

Spirit Communion 
iu Kenwood Hall,

4308 Cottage Grove avenue, each Sun­
day. 3 p. m., conference and tests;
8 p. m., lecture by J. K. Hallowell; tests 
by H. F. Coates and others. All are in­
vited. Good music and seats free.

Garden City Spiritual Alliance holds 
regular meetings at Mackinaw Hall, 
No. 294 and 296 East 4 3d street, every 
Sunday evening at 8 o’clock. Spirit 
messages, Tests in telepathy or thought 
transference, good music. Seats free. 
May Goodrich, pastor.

Tbe Englewood Spiritual Union So­
ciety meets every Sunday at Forbes’ 
Hall, 420 W. 63d street. Will a 
Hodge in charge.

Church of the Star of Truth, Wicker 
Park hall, No. 501 West North avenue. 
Services at 7:45 p. m., conducted by 

’ Mr. and Mrs. William Lindsey.
Truth Seekers meet at the Teutonia 

Hall, comer of 53rd and Ashland ave­
nue, every Sunday afternoon at 8 
o’clock.

The Chicago Liberal Society Is a non- 
■ectarlan association for tbe encourage­
ment of morality, the promotion of edu­
cation, the acquisition and dissemina­
tion of knowledge, and tbe inculcation 
of truth in the place and stead of error 
and superstition. The Temple services 
of the society are held every Sunday 
morning at 11 o’clock in Corinthian 
Hall, Masonic Temple, 17th floor, and 
are In charge of Thomas B. Gregory. 
You are cordially invited to attend the 
same.

Tbe Spiritualistic Church of the Stu­
dents of Nature holds services every 
Sunday evening at Nathan’s hall, 1565 
Milwaukee avenue, corner Western ave­
nue, at 7:30. Mrs. M. Summers, pastor. .

Church of tbe Universal Spirit, every ■■ 
Sunday afternoon and evening, at Van 
Buren hall, corner of California avenue 
and Madison street Conducted by Mrs. 
Squire.

The Independent Spiritual Society, G. 
N. KInkead, president, will meet each 
Sunday evening at 8 p. m., at 77 Thirty- 
first street. (Auditorium) hall. Good •
speakers and test mediums have 
engaged.

The Spiritual Research will 
meetings every Wednesday at

been

hold 
Van -

Buren Opera House, Hall B, corner of 
Madison street and California avenue. 
Beginning at 2 o’clock. ..

The Progressive Spiritual Society will 
hold a meeting each Sunday at North, 
avenue and Burling street, at 3 p. m. 
German and English speaking. Mrs, 
Hilbert assisted by Mr. Bernhart. .

Send in notice of meetings held on • 
Sunday in public balls.

Bear In mind that only meetings held 
in public halls will be announced under - 
the above head. We have not space to ■ 
keep standing notices of meetings held 
at private residences.

“Religious and Theological Works ot 
Tuomas Paine.” Contains his celebrated .. 
HAge of Reason,” and a number of let­
ters and discourses on religious and the­
ological subjects. Cloth binding, 430 • 
PUP?. Price fl. Por sale nt this oQu

i
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YET A CHILO OUR “GOD.” FREEDOM OF THOUGHT.
The N. S. A. and Its Work

• ' The N. S. A. is yet a child, being only 
(right years old. Why should critics ex­
pect it to have attained to perfection? 
By the way they scold one might think 
they supposed it had attained its ma­
jority and ought to make no mistakes. 
But. what matured body of men or 
women is exempt from blemishes and 
blunders? I know of none. But Is the 
N, S. A. a necessity? I think it Is. Is 
It answering the need reasonably well?
I think It is. Has it made any improve­
ments worthy of Its claims? It seems 
to me ft has, and there is room for 
more. Does it need an iron-clad creed? 
No! An elastic india-rubber one Is bet­
ter. Does it need any creed at all? Yes! 
Every body has a creed, and every in­
stitution has one. There can bo no 
united work without oue.

Has the N. S. A., as a body, any right 
to create a new God and foist him, her, 
or it, onto the Spiritualists of America, 
as their expression of faith? No! Nor 
do I see that any such attempt has been 
made by tbe N. S. A. It is not to be ex­
pected tbat all Spiritualists will accept 
without reserve, any creed or any “dec­
laration of principles,” or any moral 
code, or any intellectual standard as a 
guide to right reasoning, that any man 
or body of men, or angels, can devise 
and express. Indeed no Christian creed 
Js accepted without reserve or protest, 
by all who subscribe to it—and it may 
well be doubted if any accept the whole 
creed as written as an expression of 
their private belief. And Spiritualists 
by common consent, recognize in all our 
co-operations and fellowship, and 
agreements, In purpose and general 
acceptment, the right of private judg­
ment in all things, and no ostracism for 
heresy. With—or without a creed— 
every Spiritualist realizes that there is 
nothing binding but truth, and that is 
only partially revealed to any one. ■

The God idea in history is not an ac­
cident. It has been, and is a pivot of 
action, around which culminate the 
working hypotheses and spiritual ener­
gies of all ages and people. If there be 
no God, the Idea is an evolution of na­
ture, and its qualities and functions in 
the history of civilization are yet po­
tent, and essential. »

The criticisms offered usually indicate 
a narrow view of the God idea, as in­
terpreted by scholarly, broad-minded 
Thelsts. Whether God be a person, or 
principle; a creator, or only a director 
of affairs; whether he, she, or It, fie 
Love or Wisdom, or both; whether ma­

terial or immaterial, or both; whether 
he, she, or it, thinks, reasons, wills, and 
directs, or whether he, she, or It, be the 
sum of all thinking, willing and direct­
ing—the totality of all that is and is 
not; whether it be called God or Na­
ture, or “Infinite Intelligence,” may be 
left to each soul to settle—if It can be 
settled—according to the reason, in­
tuition, and conscience of the Ego. Tbe 
expression “Infinite Intelligence” may 
not be tbe fittest; but what name can 
be given to anything that represents 
tbe boundless unknown, and all that the 
finite mind can conceive of it, that will 
not be open to criticisms and cavllings?

We may differ as to the infinitude of 
intelligence. So we may differ as to the 
infinitude of matter, or energy, or prin­
ciples. We may deny that matter is 
intelligent, or tbat intelligence is a prop­
erty of matter, or tliat there is any In­
telligence in nature except as it is 
evolved in living organisms. BvW° 
deny does not settle it. It would A Jm 
thahwhat nature evolves must exist 
within her domain before it was 
evolved. If not then evolution creates! 
If it can create intelligence, why not 
create the matter in which intelligence 
is evolved? Is matter more real, or im­
possible of creation, than intelligence— 
which surveys, analyzes, and directs Its 
movements? If Intelligence inhere in 
matter, and matter be infinite, why not 
“Infinite intelligence?” 
: Every objection that I have seen 
urged against infinite intelligence, may 
be urged with equal force, against in­
finite Cosmos. Neither God, Nature, or 
infinitude can be comprehended by the 
finite mind. But must we reject as 
false, or inimical to our Interests, all 
that we cannot comprehend and 
reconcile to our limited knowledge, and 
erring reason?

Universal Ether Is an assumption of 
the scientists, to explain natural phe- 

• nomena. But Its existence is an Infer­
ence, as really,as the God of Theology.

I fall to see the alarming tendencies 
of the N. S. A. in this presentation of 
an assumption, as a working basis, 
which, for the time being, meets the 

‘ approval of the majority representing 
the National body of Spiritualists. No 
one Is bound by it. It can be canceled, 
amended, enlarged and Improved ns the 
minds that lead the affairs of the 
N. S. A. grow and learn. But why choke 
this young child to death with a God- 
pbobla gag before It has had time to 
cut its first business teeth? Already It 
has shown vigorous symptoms of ap­
proaching adolescence. It has had many 
phases of mumps, measles, whooping- 
cough and worm colic, and survived 
them all, nnd come out the better for 
the discipline. Its enthusiastic presi­
dent has shown surprising qualities of 
vivacity, elasticity, business tactr and 
energy, bullet-proof vitality, and te­
nacity, and an unswerving, devotion to 
the Cause and the Interests of organized 
work, worthy of all praise and Imita­
tion. If be, and others with him, stum­
ble and fall, they get up again and work 
the harder; while critical grumblers 
laugh, and frown, and hold their 
iconoclastic clubs over their heads, and 
shout, “You are down now; you better 
stay down. You can never accomplish 
any good. I told you so, and you’ll fail, 
and fail, and fall again, because you 
did not consult us before you fell, and 
ask us if you might get up and try 
again.”

We are evolving as rapidly aa is 
. healthful, and we must take the wind 
1 and weather into our sails and expect 

some cyclones and hurricanes, some 
wrecks and losses, some failures that 

! presage success, some pitfalls and 
| plagues, some mirages and miasms, 
’ some fickle pretenders and false coun­

sels; but the Cause we are trying to 
. serve Is worthy of all It can cost, and

What Shall We Name It?
That there is some invisible force, 

power, energy, principle or principles, 
constantly promoting all visible forms 
ot life, all are forced to admit. The fact 
that these forces or energies work 
uniformly in producing definite results 
would seem to indicate intelligence. 
Man in every age and clime has sought 
to name this power, and hence the 
multiplicity of Gods, or multiplicity of 
names applied to the same God. 
Whether we use the term Jehovah, the 
All-Wise, the Great Over-Soul, Supreme 
Power, or Infinite Intelligence, it Is but 
the effort to name that wonderful, mys­
terious, incomprehensible and all-potent 
power which all recognize, from the 
savage, in the wilderness to the highest 
unfolded savant upon the planet.

It was not the purpose of the N. S. A. 
to formulate a creed which should in 
the remotest degree interfere with free­
dom of thought and its honest expres-
sion, but because of their effort to give 
name to that power which all recognize, 
many have been aggrieved and we have 
bad a long and wordy intellectual war 
over the term Infinite Intelligence, upon 
which subject there have been argu­
ments T>ro and con without number. 
Any other name would not improve the 
situation to any appreciable extent, for 
no matter what name may be given to 
these invisible powers and forces, there 
will arise among Spiritualists some per­
son or persons to combat It, and a long, 
and it seems to me useless disputation 
over the meaning of words will be the
result. If we are to have any organiza-

Civil, Religious and Mental 
Liberty.

There is probably not a single Spirit­
ualist in our country who does not on 
principle oppose the attempt of certain 
religionists to foist a recognition of 
God, the Bible and the Christian re­
ligion into the United States Constitu­
tion. They recognize that it would in 
intent and purpose deprive the millions 
of non-Chrlstian people—constituting 
the majority of our population—of civil 
and religious liberty, it would strike a 
deadly blow at freedom of thought and 
religious opinion, and deprive our peo­
ple of their proper civil rights.

Yet tbe same vital, principle is In­
volved in the set attempt and determi­
nation of certain Spiritualists to foist 
a creedal declaration upon the great 
mass of Spiritualists, who are opposed 
on principle to such attempt, because 
they recognize that it would, so far as 
its influence and authority went, be re­
pressive of liberty and thought, of men­
tal and religious freedom. .

Some will contend that a mere “state­
ment” or “declaration of principles” is 
not a creed at all.

Well, if It Is not de facto a creed, it 
bears a strong family resemblance—as 
witness the output of “beliefs,” etc., by 
the. last Convention of the N. S. A. It 
is a child of the same family descent.

Every religious creedal declaration, of 
accepted authority—which it must be, 
to be of any practical use whatever— 
must tend to bind and limit the range

iCOu*v. ** ,.v- mv c~ ~^.^ Mx*j w*teMMXMtl- i of freedom of thought, of the sect or 
tlon it must in order to accomplish any- body of people of whom it is put forth 
thing, Stand for something beside the as the express declaration or statement 
simple proposition of communication of views believed.
between the visible and invisible ex- The creed limits truth to Its own nar-
presslon of life, something to attain to, row bounds—to the range of the concep- 
somethlng to be accomplished. No tions of truth held by those who formu- 
movement has ever yet attained any late such creed.
great success without organization, nor Thus the Presbyterians, for instance, 
can it do so. In union there is strength, are bound by their creed to the Calvin- 
but there can be no-union without or- istic statement enunciated by the 
ganization. We have been boasting divines of the Westminster Assembly— 
these many years of the great number which has been a clog, an obstacle to 
of Spiritualists, estimated all the way freedom of thought, a deadlock to pro- 
from five to ten millions, while the fact gross in religious views in that church 
remains there are not a half million since the day it was established. And 
Spiritualists who can be depended upon so of other churches and sects,, their 
to contribute twenty-five cents a year creeds are and ever have been hamper­
in a concerted effort to promulgate the lug obstacles in the way of progress in 
facts and philosophy of Spiritualism, religious thought.
This is not only true, but the situation The few brave souls that dared to 
is even more deplorable. There is not think beyond tbe bounds and limits of 
even one-quarter of a million who will the creed have been ostracised, perse- 
give yearly the beggarly sum of ten outed, branded for heresy—and made, 
cents to further the interests of organ- as far as possible, to feel that they were 
ization In this direction. This would religious outcasts.
amount to twenty-five thousand dollars, Such is the tendency of creeds, con- 
and the Mayer fund of only ten thou- joined with the weakness of imperfect 
sand dollars Is not yet completed. This human nature. The natural tendency 
amount placed yearly in the hands of of creeds is toward intolerance and 
the N. S. 'A. would enable it to become mental and religious despotism over all 
a power In the world by doing a work who do not accept and bow In subserv- 
which it has failed to do simply for a tency to their teachings, and especially 
lacs of money. toward those who, holding contrary

In making this statement of facts I views, exercise their natural right to 
am not unmindful of the many self- openly express them.
sacrificing, generous souls who have I Ha number of Spiritualists—be they 
given largely of their means to sustain delegates or not, or be they “authorized” 
the cause, but am only trying to show or not—have the right to formulate a 
what an easy matter it would be to statement of Spiritualists’ belief, to be 
raise funds If all were interested In sus- published to the world as such, they 
taining a practical organization, as it will also have the right to declare that 
would be a very poor Spiritualist from all who do not entertain such stated be- 
a financial standpoint who would not lief are not Spiritualists nor entitled to 
give ten cents yearly for this purpose. be considered as such, nor to exercise in

The N. S. A. is a necessity if we ex- Spiritual societies the rights that per- 
pect to be recognized as a force or tain to Spiritualists only.
power in the world for good, and In my The essence of the wrong In the 
judgment it is of equal necessity that efforts of the God-ln-the-Constitutlon 
we have some definite statement of zealots lies wrapped in the fallacious 
principles. We all believe In something and dishonest Idea of thus making It 
which precedes all visible manifesto- appear Unit the United States Is a Chrls- 
tions of life. What shall we name It? tian nation. The fact Is that the large 
Spiritualists generally have objected to majority of our population is non- 
the term God, and every effort to sub- Christian, even after taking no account 
stltute any other name that shall In- of the distinctively anti-Christian ele- 
clude the all of life, has utterly failed, ment. But If by force of persistent 
Is there, after all, any better or more effort—sometimes of a very shady na- 
comprehenslve term even for Spiritual- ture, too—these banded zealots can suc- 
ists, leaving each person to define it for c^ tn their design, it will, they say, 
himself? Even Prof. Draper, the pro- make us a Christian nation this 
found scholar, and author of world- although the professed Christians con- 
wide repute, recognizes a Supreme stltute the minority. The claim Is 
Power and Invisible God, and I appro- hypocritical in its very nature.. The 
bend he means precisely what the claim puts the non-Christlan majority 
N. S. A. means when it declares for in the false attitude of being Christians, 
Infinite Intelligence. when they are not This Is an aggres-

For my part, I am weary of tbe ever- sion on the rights of all non-Chrlstians, 
lasting disputation over terms where all an aggression undemocratic and im- 
are trying to express the same thing, moral.
and can. accept Infinite Intelligence, Similarly the forcing of a creed upon 
Supreme Power or Universal Intelll- the great body of Spiritualists—who are 
gence, and am perfectly willing to call Spiritualists without a creed, fully gs
It God. WILL C. HODGE. much and truly as anybody can be with 

one—puts tbe opposers and rejectors of 
5$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$: the creed in the false attitude of bp- 

the fact that Spiritualism has a pro- Havers—or else falsely and unjustly 
gressive vitality and cosmopolitan mis- P1^6® ^P1 ^i e< jH,^Ha?f non’sPirit' 
sion, and is entitled to recognition as a ^h^i^u^tn^ 
leading factor n tbe civilization of or can possibly have any
the age. , moral right to do.

imorn aDd It is an Imposition not only unkind,
^VUn u 3 ^ unworthy of high-minded persons,
n^in/ir?n nnd out of character with that refined
Parity towardlit and aS lhe wea "spots »£°£ K
and'mistakes, and help it to improveand grow, and vitalize the world with r act 3 accord with the Golden 
its educational and humanitarian -
efforts and encouragement of all true > 
mediums, and faithful co-workers. n

Let us have the strong help of the * . unwillinc wear and
Lovelands, Tuttles, Lockwoods to trace ^V^y
the Intellect and scientific spirit blended ™h*ch th.eIr Ubertj-loving hearts reject 
with the spiritual life and love, add en- a 
thusiasm of the Barretts, Longleys, of a N. S. A. Convention in formulating 
Peebles, 1 wings, kateses, etc., and a statement of belief in a God in the 
sink all personal prejudices, ambitions bape of “infinite Intelligence,” or any 
and gossips and give the supreme good th form a8 a plank in the platform 
an open field and Spiritualism a per- of SplrituaUsm> dfffer from the attempt 
manent victory. of Christian zealots and bigots to put

DXMAN u HOWE. God Jn the Constitution and so make 
this a Christian nation?

P. S—It seems to me we should alm if tbe N. S. A. can do this, why may
to conserve all that Is valuable in re- not the Christian zealots do the other

the world Is feeling the pulses of this ■ . , xti x ----- .
organic power. ^ mgots substitute argument with epi-

The N. S. A. stands for Spiritualism 
•without an adjective. Friendly to all 
other cults, It has no use for the special 
counsels and dictations of “moon­
shiners” who train In the mystic valleys 
of occult illusions and claim to have ad­
vanced beyond Spiritualism, into a 
higher revelation!

THE MAYER FUND 
bas dragged along for nearly two years, 
to secure a sum which any live church 
would have raised in a month; yet we 
boast ,of the decline of the church, and 
the superiority of Spiritualism as a 
high incentive to noble, generous effort, 
’ wyn this fund raised, a home se­
cured, and a “sinking fund” for the use 
of the N. S. A., we. may expect to see 
more of the practical effects of its 
works.

But this child of destiny has already 
organized many new societies, held 
many mass meetings, carried the glad
tidings to thousands in outer darkness. 
Impressed organized^ bodies, corpora-

A RENASCENCE
Of Spiritualism.^ by j Spirit 

U—11 h
To the Editor:—In reel'd ta the N. S. 

A., it is possible tbe wrffer may not pos­
sess the judicial temper foiv.a dispas­
sionate article on that subject?

He has very positiverViewa ,and very 
decided sympathies; and throne does 
not always run parallel WithAhe other.

For example: Mai^ is a gregarious ani­
mal, and association is necessary to his 
activities and Indispensable io Any effi­
cient action in his social sphere. And 
Spiritualists are not exempt from this 
necessity. That association among 
them is desirable and necessary goes 
without saying. Organization is not a 
synonym of Association. This may to 
some seem hypercritical, but here is the 
essence of the whole subject. Associa­
tion begets harmonious concerted ac­
tion after free interchange of opinions. 
Organization means authority, control 
and rule. The one is desirable, proper 
and practical to the purpose and condi­
tions behind it all. The other is neither 
of these. The present situation as to 
tbe N. S. A. illustrates the difference be­
tween the two forms of action by a 
body of people holding to a common 
fact.

The organization demands a creed, a 
declaration of belief as to certain things 
that do not admit- of knowing. A be­
lieves so-and-so. B. does riot.’ 0 sides 
with A, and the- organization promul-1 
gates that belief as what tlie three 
“stand for” before the world. But this 
action only Irritates arid alienates B, 
without changing bis opinion—puts him 
In a false position—and when he.-pro- 
tests and refuses to act in accord with 
the rules laid down by the majority, he 
is turned out or dropped, from the or­
ganization. But all three agree as to 
the Important fact that in the first 
place brought them together. That is 
just the difference between the one 
form of action and the other. It has 
been a cause of stagnation, reaction 
and disintegration in the churches, and 
accounts for numerous ecclesiastical or­
ganizations In christendom. It is one 
reason why Spiritualism has hud such 
a reinforcement from the ranks of the­
ology. It gives the consolation of a 
knowledge of immortality without any 
whereases attached.

So one portion of Spiritualists say: 
“We will have no creed.” “We will 
have no sect.” No man’s opinion as to a 
God, a “First Cause,” “an Infinite Intel­
ligence,” or “Natural Law” is authority 
for any one but himself.. And an at­
tempt to make It so by a-majority vote 
makes a creed and a sect.

It is not needed here to discuss or crit­
icise the action of officials or official 
personages. These are.jtransltory, and 
any friction from such Sources is reme­
diable. People are differently consti­
tuted. Some are ambitjous or emulous 
of place and pleased wjth popular sta­
tion, while others are retiring and diffi­
dent or averse to publicity. ^A certain 
temperament is needqd fqrri efficient 
workers, and all have a,fight tq do their 
best In their own way^for thpt is the 
only way they can do>(effeqt^e work. 
Association calls out lust qugh talent 
and encourages it. In yyar itjls the cap­
tain who says, “follow,/me,”!.that wins 
the confidence anti enthusiasm of his 
men. But the one who^ays “abey me,” 
and go, scolds and flnde^faulfc is not the 
ideal leader with his cogimaqd. So it is 
in all association of people together.

Let the N. S, A. drop Its .creeds Its 
‘declaration of • principles, , to1 
“boss” people, and corrie together ‘as 
Spiritualists on the coritmonjground of 
a knowledge of continuous life from 
the evidence given by our dead friends 
through mediumship—allow metaphys­
ics to be as each mind can see such 
things—and we may have a renascence 
of Spiritualism through Spiritualists.

To make a profession of Spiritualism 
by “Rev.” or “Prof.” or any other form 
that requires a financial'system behind 
it, and a salaried living* provided for a 
set-apart few, Is a sect/ a priesthood 
and—a decline in the spirit of Spiritual-
Ism. SAR’GIS.

SOMETHING SCIENTIFIC.
For Prof. Loveland and the 

N. S. A.

Hgion, and respect those devotional In- thing, and so make this a Christian 
stihets which are the life and inspira- nation—nolens volens?
tion ofc. so . many thousands, without For 0De> p» j am forced to choose be- 
compromising • reason, or scientific tween the Spiritualism of a creed, and 
truth; and be very careful how we dog- perfect soul freedom to think, learn, 
matTze, either in the interest of religion, and freely grow in ever expanding and 
or the claims of science. I have never expansive knowledge of truth, I shall 

?Jgat ?^ ^empJ ^ refute not hesitate to stand for mental liberty. 
dea* ? i n°Ku8h?Yr an Liberty Is life—a fossilized creed is a

illogical conception of the subject, tine- synonym of stagnation arid death. A 
tured with the, same sectarian animus change in it is not a process of natural 
of which he complained in the churches, growth, but must be effected by a pro- 
°“ t^e°th^r ?a?d many Spiritualists cesa analogous to a painful surgical 
attack the materialists, who believe in operation. In proof, witness the pain- 

^C matri^ W^ ^ M throes of the Presbyterian church 
ual life evolves, and apply the term In I to-day in ’the endeavor to reform its 
much the same way that Christian creed. •

v k No doubt there may be mental pro-
SCu?’ nJ ?u^bTn? ^ ^J° dYe t? ^^ gress with a creed, but it is progress in 
08 »in?de 8‘ a ^l^ ^?m t0 spite of the creed, nbt in consequence 
methods, and assume nothing as settled of H and ever faUa &r 8hort:Of 
that cannot, be conformed to science; progress found in complete mental 
and let science concede that It does not liberty. x
know all that may bq true in the realm I j^o one can believe that the orthodox 
J^y0113 lts demonstrations. Then re- churches, Catholic or Protestant, would 
llgion and reason, science and God may stand where they do . to-day, In the far 
co-opcrate in harmonious accord. background of religious thought, were 

. O, H. . tijey not nailed down by creeds, which
vnnm.n stand to them as sacred truth, a “state-

m «w*- ■“"«»“»w 
ffilK.4’«£&?£. &££: «•> ?«'■ “ mt R.Sl "S

able work, by the Dean of the College n°t ivork ■both ways. Tq illustrate and 
of Fino Forces, and author of other im- ma^e more clear the workings of the 
portant volumes on Health, Social Sci- principle: Suppose, that you and some 
ence, Religion; etc. • Price, cloth, 75 others get together and formulatea 
cents. For sale at this office. . creed, a statement, or whatever you

"Buddhism and Its Christian Critics,’ may choose to call It, and you impose 
By Dr. Paul Carus. An excellent study if upon myself and other Spiritualists 
©f Buddhism; compact^et comprehen- aa an embodiment of Spiritualism.
give. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, |1.25. Now, suppose that I, in conjunction 
For sale at till office. with others, formulate another “creed,”

“A Few Wonw About the Devil, and etc., In some degree contrary to and
Other Essays.” By Charles Bradlaugh, conflicting with yours, and impose the 

officials in high places with ‘ Paper,'50 ceEts. For sale at this office, -same upon you. How would you like

the imposition? Neither do we take 
kindly to your imposition—for such we 
feel it to be. } .

Emerson says: “No truth Is so sublime 
that it may not be trivial to-morrow in 
the light of new thoughts.”

In the depths of my being I feel that 
all Being and all Eternity are mine- 
mine to have, to hold, -to possess, to 
know. Mine is the conquest of 
universal nature, of universal truth. I 
can riot be tethered or circumscribed by 
any limitations of time or creed, or 
finical statements of “belief” ■ about 
“God,” or “Infinite Intelligence,” etc.; 
and who has a moral right to impose, 
or to try to Impose, his “belief’ or 
“statement” upon me, a Spiritualist? 
You must show a higher than your own 
self-derived authority—for I also am a 
man, your equal. .

Organization of Spiritualists may be 
desirable, but a creed is not necessary 
In order to organize; nor is organiza­
tion desirable for the purpose of going 
Into the creed-making business.

I do not oppose organization—on a 
proper basis and for suitable purposes. 
Some special advocates of the N. S. A. 
would do well to remember that 
making petty flings as to tbe Intelli­
gence, etc., of those whose views are 
contrary to their own,-does not con­
stitute argument, neither does mis­
representing them by • charging that 
they are “opposed to organization.”

As a matter of broad basic fact and 
essence, Spiritualism is’the philosophy 
and science of Being or Life. Were the 
N, S. A or any other organization, so­
ciety or individual, to make such dec­
laration, as a matter of‘Tact or knowl-

. From a recent article in Tbe Pro­
gressive Thinker It is to be inferred 
that Prof. J. S. Loveland does not 
recognize faith as a legitimate principle 
in nature. He says: “Even the National 
Spiritualist Association, at its last 
meeting,,gave science as square a slap 
In the f^ce as Christianity did in the 
adoption of the Nicene creed. Like the 
Christian church, it proclaimed its be­
lief in. an unknowable, imaginary, un- 

• demonstrable, incomprehensible ideal­
ism.”

In view of the annual Convention to 
be held in Cleveland, it is time once 
more to consider these things. The 
above quotation, viewed in the light of 
later assertions in the same essay, are 
enigmatical. The N. S. A. did not give 
science a slap In the face; and there is 
no parallel between its action and the 
adoption of the Nicene creed. .It is very 
strange that a person of Prof. Love­
land’s eminept attainments should thus 
overlook some of the most obvious prin­
ciples of the science that he champions 
with such rare ability and zeal. Ac­
cording to his ipse dixit I suppose it is 
not scientific for us to say we believe 
anything.

The fact Is, his position (although he 
does not seem to know it) is about the 
same with our orthodox brethren—with 
faith first, and knowledge afterward. 
At this point the difference begins; for, 
while orthodoxy still clings to the fos­
silized faith of antiquity, Prof. Love­
land seems to think that any faith is 
only a relic of superstition. What I am 
about to say is not guess-work, is not 
opinion, is not impressions that indicate 
a lingering remnant of the lessons of 
childhood. It Is knowledge. Faith is a 
well-known principle In human nature. 
True faith Is as surely scientific as a 
rule in metaphysics. Superstition is tbe 
exercise of faith without the light of 
reason. Faith alone Is utterly blind. 
Reason alone is absolutely without a 
motive, and inimical to the best facili­
ties for human progress. Human nature 
is the legitimate province of man. Man 
is a complex being with more than forty 
well known principles in his mental con­
stitution. When one or two of these 
principles greatly predominate over all 
the rest, the person so constituted finds 
it difficult to realize that the other 
thirty-eight or forty principles have any 
claims on his attention that he is bound 
to respect. So Bro. . Loveland, with 
large benevolence and active reasoning 
faculties, is almost hopelessly com­
mitted to tbe idea that faith is an ex­
crescence with no legitimate place in 
the realms of nature.

I am not sure that my remonstrance 
will do any good; but I am sure that 
our friend does not know himself. Self- 
knowledge Is the most Important of all 
knowledge. I am certainly not writing 
as I would if recognized by the N. §, A. 
as a writer with a free commission to 
help in bringing order out of chaos, and 
establishing the incontrovertible fact in 
the minds of men that man is a spirit; 
and that Spiritualism Is nothing more 
than a true knowledge of man and the 
exemplification of that knowledge. In 
the allotted space this essay cannot be 
demonstrative.

The following quotations from Prof. 
Loveland’s essay are absolutely correct 
and true and irrefutable:

“All bases of true organization and 
methods of action must rest upon, or be 
constituted of absolute demonstrations 
of science. In other words, the sci­
entific method must underlie and sup­
port all our systems of action, whether 
personal or social. Even a system of 
ethics, not grounded on science, Is ab­
solutely worthless as a working force 
for human uplifting.”

“It is supremely Important that we 
have a true and full definition of Spirit­
ualism for our own guidance and for the 
enlightenment of the general public.”

These statements are beyond criti­
cism and require no comment But the 
last assertion should be disseminated 
and repeated and reiterated until the 
N. S. A. and the State organizations and 
the local societies shall take full and 
definite action relative thereto, and let 
the world know who and wbat they are. 
In this age of the world we are going 
too squarely in the face of public senti­
ment in trying to sustain an organiza­
tion that has no principles. It is true 
there was a meager group of principles 
enunciated at the sixth annual Conven­
tion; and it has been pretty severely 
criticised by people who do not believe 
in anything but themselves, yet perhaps 
by none more emphatically than by 
Prof. Loveland, who has do patience 
with the Idea of anything that is in­
finite. It Is here perhaps as much as 
anywhere that he manifests his want of 
self-knowledge. But, while all of the 
critics partake of this want, they dis­
play a singular lack of perception In 
keeping up the hue and cry of “creed” 
as a descriptive epithet for a simple 
declaration of principles.

Another error is the oft-repeated ab­
surdity that we cannot believe what we 
know. May it not be prudent, In view 
of much prejudice, In many things to 
say we believe, and thereby challenge 
investigation rather than downright op­
position? But, as to the infinitude, let 
me give a very brief illustration: Here 
Is a block of marble in the hands of the 
sculptor. In th^iblock of marble there  
is a perfect im/ge; ami. all that hinders

SOME SUGGESTIONS
Regarding the National As­

sociation.
> A few suggestions are here offered for 
the consideration of the delegates who 
will meet in the coming convention in 
Cleveland, Ohio.

In all the social affairs of life, har­
mony and co-operation are necessary. 
How these shall be effected In the equal 
interests of all concerned, is the prob­
lem yet to be solved. Association In 
which the interests of those associated 
are equally secured, is the end sought. 
Can this be obtained by organization? 
Organization is the concentration of 
power. It consists of separate organs, 
different in structure and function, act­
ing to ope end.

Power implies authority, and author­
ity, obedience. It is concert of action 
that is needed. In the meantime, the 
liberty of tbe individual must’not be 
abridged. Authority cannot justly Im­
pose intellectual guidance, nor demand 
the acceptance of a belief; and yet, uni­
formity of purpose and exercise of 
power are essential to the harmony and 
welfare of the organization.

Spiritualism rests upon a series of 
facts as real and demonstrable as any 
other facts of science. A Spiritualist is 
one who accepts these facts as a mat­
ter of knowledge and evolves from 
them such conclusions as he deems the 
most rational and satisfying to himself. 
When I say a Spiritualist, I do not 
mean a mere believer in spirit return 
and communion; but one whose spirit­
ual nature is sufficiently unfolded to en­
able him to realize and appreciate the 
value and significance of such return 
and communion.

To demand unanimity of belief as a 
condition of membership in an organ­
ization, is a curtailment of liberty; and 
yet, voluntary co-operation is indispens­
able? How shall this co-operation be 
secured? A public recognition of the 
essential facts of Spiritualism, with the 
toleration of Individual conclusions, is 
sufficient. These conclusions will be 
founded on self-evident facts demon­
strating the return and commupion of 
those who once lived on earth. Let 
these basic facts be affirmed. Let all 
mutually agree to regard whatever con­
clusions may be severally held, with 
equal respect as regards their own.

It is true that Spiritualists have many 
things to contend with; some of which 
are quite difficult to overcome. The 
active opposition of the church, the big­
otry of scientists, and the Ignorance and 
prejudice so generally prevailing; we 
have then, special interests, pride of 
opinion, and stupidity and prejudice to 
oppose and overcome.

We feel the want of power, and resort 
to organization; we formulate beliefs to 
secure unanimity of opinion, which of 
course, must be accepted. This cannot 
be enforced. Such an attempt tends to 
divide, rather than to unite.

The more strenuously we oppose oth­
ers, the more strenuously we will be op­
posed. The less we say against oth­
ers’ opinions, the less will be said 
against ours. Action and re action are 
always equal.

We can have no conception of tbe In­
finite. All that we can conceive of is 
finite, because we are Unite. The 
stream cannot rise above its fountain; 
but must partake of its character.

My Idea In regard to the National As­
sociation of Spiritualists is, that its con­
ception and purpose are noble and be­
neficent, aud its alm should be the rec­
ognition of a fact of vital importance to 
mankind. The recognition of this fact 
by a large and Increasing number of in­
telligent men and women will give it 
prestige and attract the attention of 
other intelligent men and women to the 
consideration of it.

Let that organization eliminate from 
Its declaration of principles and pur­
poses, the “Infinite Intelligence” belief 
and all other beliefs, and most emphat­
ically affirm and declare a positive and 
absolute knowledge of the fact that 
those who have once lived on earth, re­
turn and communicate with those now 
in their mortal bodies. This will cover 
the whole ground.

Any association of Spiritualists has 
the same right to incorporate, as any 
association of Christians; to enjoy the 
same rights and privileges, and exer­
cise the legal power and authority.

E. J. SCHELLHOUS.
Spring HUI, Kansas.

SPIRITUALISM;

from present It to the view of be- 
^outslde marble covering.holders is 

It cannot <f denied that the Image Is

edge—not of “belief”—probably no Spir­
itualist would raise anytbbjedtlon.

Hudson Tuttle well says, iri *i!s splen­
did and masterly ArcaS-a of Spiritual­
ism, p. 279: “Spiritualisin comprehends 
man and the universe, all thblr varied 
relations, physical, Intellectual, moral, 
and spiritual. It Is tbe ’ stance and 
philosophy underlying rfR otH^s.” And 
in his Introduction he ^ys^ “Spiritual­
ism has no creed, for ^ ciumqt formu­
late a dogmatic systen^ It JSj the Sci­
ence of Life, here and hereaiier, and is 
founded on facts.” ‘ .

Let the N. S. A. build ^n tqi^ founda­
tion, leave wabbly creeds ‘alone, quit 
running after “strange.; gQ^” and It 
will stand on the solid rock. 7

Of more worth than a^creeds, or sub­
stitutes for creeds, by a^otlitaname, is 
tho perfect freedom of the soul to think 
and learn, and ever seel^for and receive 
that which appeals to it as the highest 
expression of knowledge;of truth; free­
dom to accept to-day the truth of .to­
day, and accept to-morrow the newer 
and larger truth qf to-morrow.

Less than this were as Hf the soul 
were to limit its truths for eternity, to 
the poor, ignorant and imperfect con­
ceptions and knowledge of this mortal 
life. . JAS. 0. UNDERHILL.

Hammond, Ind. ■' " : ■' •

“Historlcal, Logical aiid Philosophical. 
Objections to the Dogmas of Reincar­
nation find Re-Embodiment.” By Prof.  
W. M. Lockwood. A keen and master-  
ly treatise. Paper, 25 cents. For sale 
at this office. _

there, and that it is perfect. As any­
thing that Is perfect cannot be more 
perfect, the perfection is infinite. The 
universe is all space and everything 
therein. * It is ‘ Infinite, because un­
limited. Coeval with Infinite space is 
infinite spirit; and if the N. S. A. places 
Infinite intelligence At the head of the 
universe, it does not exaggerate but 
comes infinitely short of full truth, in­
asmuch as It does not mention infinite 
goodness and infinite power. It requires 
these three principles of infinite intelli­
gence, goodness and power, to. consti­
tute infinite spirit. If you say this is 
something that we do not know any­
thing about, I would reply that neither 
do we know anything about infinite 
progression... But we have absolute 
knowledge of certain facts that open up 
to us the beginning of this.path of end­
less progression, and give us reason to 
believe that the path is endless.

Faith is as surely one of the con­
stituent principles of. human nature as 
reason, and begins, where knowledge 
stops. You, who have been so captious 
with the N. S. A., believe in infinite 
spirit, and that belief is faith. We 
have absolute knowledge of spirit com­
munion and continued life. This, with 
a definite knowledge of human nature, 
gives us an abundance of room for our 
faith in the beneficence and wisdom of 
tbe infinite spirit, without the occasion 
to apprehend that a blind and unreason­
ing faith is likely.to lead us astray.

- - .. SILAS BOARDMAN.
La Crosse, Wis.

“Splritual Fire Crackers, Bible Chest­
nuts and Political Pin Points.” By X 
S. Harrington. A pamphlet containing 
79 pages of racy reading. Price 25 
cents. For sale at the office of The 
Progressive Think* -1

ITS SPECIAL AIM
Should Be Unity on Vital 

Principles.
To the Editor:—The approach of the 

convention of the National Spiritual­
ist Association, which convenes at 
Cleveland, 0., 16, 17, 18 and 19, inter­
ests all earnest Spiritualists, however 
remote they may be or humble they 
may be as spiritual representatives in 
the great cause of human love and 
progress.

The controversy that Is going on in 
the ranks among some of the leading 
Spiritualists regarding the word God, 
Deity, misnamed “Infinite Intelligence,” 
as formulated, in the articles of belief of 
that body, bas been the means of dis­
tracting the attention from the real ob­
ject of the Association which should 
have had for its special alm unity of 
thought on all vital principles and the 
brotherhood of the human race. It 
seems to me that the unfortunate words 
“Infinite Intelligence” must feel highly 
complimented with so much useless 
and worthless criticisms and learned 
disquisitions going on through the 
press and on the rostrums so adverse to 
the real cause of spiritual truth when 
the crying need of uplifting practical 
truths from our spiritual rostrums to­
day, to aid struggling human souls to 
lire closer to divine light and love, 
makes such demands on our Inspired 
workers. It matters not to the spirit­
ual-minded, the lovers of truth, what 
name you may use to designate the 
.great first cause, so that the Christ 
spirit is not crucified and tortured, and 
humanity left wafting hungry and shiv­
ering in the cold. This discussion go- 
lag on is typical of the absurd and ma­
terial thinking of the pseudo Spiritual­
ists whose much learning, as Paul said, 
made them mad. It is no wonder with 
so much polemic controversial spirit go­
ing on among the leading Spiritualists, 
that it should have a tendency to lead 
the minds away, from the legitimate ob­
ject of the great work, and disintegra­
tion should follow in the wake of all or­
ganic effort at establishing any perma­
nent good as a body, and our organic 
cause weaken and the general cause 
languish. Spiritualism that Spiritual­
izes dbes not stickle about names so 
much as facts, and only knows that 
hungry souls are waiting for the crys­
tal waters of life to quench their spirit­
ual thirst. The question is, will Spirit­
ualists supply the much needed want, 
or will our liberal Christian brothers ap­
propriate the truth as they are fast do­
ing and make it not only organic but 
patrician? felSHOP A BEALS.

Sumrherland, Cab *‘

"Love—Sex—Immortality.” ] By Dr. 
W. P. Phelon. For Bale at this office.
Prices» eto* _,

It Stands for Humanity, Not 
Gods.

It has not beeu my good fortune to 
attend any of the National Spiritualists 
Association conventions, and it may be 
thought that a non-atteudunt thereon 
ought not to criticise the action of those 
in attendance. And yet, why not? Tho 
N. S. A. claims to represent the thought 
of the great body of Spiritualists of the 
United States, and all cannot attend the 
yearly meetings, and yet all may be in­
terested therein, and many desire to 
have a voice in the proceedings; and 
Brother Francis has given opportunity 
through The Progressive Thinker, to 
“speak In meeting” without being pres­
ent.

It is not for me to say that the N. S. 
A. has failed to meet the requirements 
of our great cause, and yet in formulat­
ing a new God I think if It has not • 
transcended its legitimate power, it cer­
tainly has over-reached the need. It 
seems so strange that Spiritualists can- 
not let go their hold upon the God and 
worship business.

In the babyhood of the race, when the 
people knew nothing of natural law, 
nor, as Prof. Lockwood would say, 
“eternal principle,” when the elements . 
of nature were all unknown, when the 
correlation of forces was undreamed 
of; when vibratory action and chemical 
affinity and formative energy were all 
unheard of; when the idea of evolution 
had not dawned upon human conscious­
ness; when tbe phenomena and maul- . 
festatlons of nature were all mysterious 
and unexplainable; when death was an 
unsolved problem, when Ignorance upon 
all these things reigned supreme, then ‘ 
gods were necessary to explain every­
thing and the priests manufactured 
them in abundance. But now, when 
through the higher intelligence, the in­
tuition, the skill and genius of human­
ity, nature Is adequate to answer all 
questionings—what need of a god? 
And if there is a God—and nobody 
knows that there is—but if there be 
such a thing, it does seem that Spirit­
ualists might give him, her or it, a rest.'

Will some one explain in what way 
Spiritualism has been advanced, or 
Spiritualists made better, or the world 
blessed during the year, because of the 
creed adopted? The N. S. A. in conven­
tion soon to be, could better use val­
uable time In working for the interests 
of humanity, in striving to formulate 
some plan of action whereby the weight 
of Influence of Spiritualists can be 
brought to bear toward righting the 
wrongs that everywhere exist, and rid­
ding the world of poverty—tbe direst 
curse of all—than lu wrangling about 
“Infinite Intelligence.” And It is to be 
hoped that the coming convention will 
wipe out the creed with tbe orthodox 
“Golden Rule” attachment, completely. 
Give us a declaration of Principles, if 
you will, friends, tell what Spiritualism 
stands for, what Its aim Is, and then let 
us proclaim it to the world.

Spiritualism stands for humanity, and 
not for gods or christs. It affirms the 
spiritual nature of man; It affirms a 
conscious, Individualized, progressive 
life for the spiritual man beyond the 
grave; it affirms intercommunion be­
tween spirit and mortal, and it stands 
for tbo education, the betterment, tho 
progress, the freedom both of body and 
soul of humanity.

Let us push humanity to the front and 
leave God in the background; If he bas 
all power or Infinite Intelligence be can ■ 
take care of himself without man’s 
help.

I think the Idea of boldlug the con­
vention every two years instead of year­
ly, a good one. Tbe great expense at­
tendant upon holding tbe meetings is 
probably not overbalanced by tbe good 
accomplished. CLARA WATSON.

Jamestown, N. Y.

W PLATFORM.
A Worker Presents His De­

cided Opinions.
As the time is near at hand when the 

Solons of the N. S. A. are to meet and 
discuss some of tbe important questions 
relative to Spiritualism and Spiritual­
ists, I would like to call the attention of 
that august body to the deplorable 
state of affairs that confronts public 
speakers and mediums in every city of 
the United States. We find it difficult 
to determine which of the two lines of 
opposition is the most disastrous, viz., 
the traveling mountebank aud all­
round fakir, or the moss-backed has- 
beens who have seen, heard and known 
so much of tbe phenomena in the past 
that they are overfed, and have no ap­
petite or desire to support either the oc­
casional lecture or an organization.

When taken together, these lines of 
psychological influence are mostcrush- 
ingiy discouraging to a worker who de­
votes bls entire time to the work, and 
has no other means of support.

In vain we appeal to tbe “influential” 
Spiritualist who used to do so much 
but now is only an annual Spiritualist 
every camp-meeting, for assistance 
even to pay hall rent, but it is like pull­
ing stumps of oak trees.

Many of our readers can easily com­
prehend the points to be made on this 
line, without using your space to go 
into details; so let us try to compre­
hend the facts tbat the present discour­
aging condition must be laid at the 
doors of these people who have become ; 
so selfish and narrow as to care noth­
ing for Spiritualism as an Ism,” as a 
movement, or for any of the struggling 
workers.

Tfiese people who do not want any 
code of principles, God, creed, National, 
state or local organization, are furnish­
ing ground rent free to the unprincipled 
charlatan and the wonder-worker who 
gets a living like a pirate, grows fat, 
while the old workers, unless they adopt 
a portion at least of the methods em­
ployed by marvelous fortune-tellers, 
grow gray-headed, worn-out and dis­
couraged, and die broken-hearted for 
the lack of support.

While the N. S. A. is trying the best' 
it can to keep the ship afloat, and 
wrestling with “Infinite Intelligence,” I • 
bbg to present my code of principles or 
cteed, if you will, to which I will ad­
here in the future regardless of any­
body, with the faithful spirit guides to 
support me. I Intend to present Spirit­
ualism according to the following:

1. A belief in, and a reverence for the . 
Supreme Power designated as God.

2. That the glory and sublimity of a - 
progressive and immortal spiritual ex­
istence is the natural Inheritance and 
experience of all mankind.

3. That the continuity of life can bo 
practically demonstrated by intercom-, 
munlon between embodied and disem­
bodied human beings through the laws 
and philosophy of mediumship. .
‘ 4. That in order'to properly develop , 
his physical, mental, moral and spirit­
ual powers man should study and apply 
the. principles of phrenology, physlogr': 
nomy, psychometry, psychology and as­
trology, as expressed by the term 
Psycho-Biology.

GEO. F. PERKINS.
Chicago, III. , V \. tions, and
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fObltuaries to tbe extent of ten lines 
only will be Inserted free. All in excess ■ 
of ten lines will be charged at tbe rate 
of fifteen cents per line. About seven 
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H. S. Collins, 27 West Sth Street,
New York,

Medical Clairvoyant can diagnose all diseases cor- 
rectlv I have a aure cure for all Hlney and liver 
troubles. I cure alt atonmeb d ifficultles. constipation, 

forms of piles, remove all humor* from the blood, all rorms Kj Btcm. i make a
completelyJCD '® ^hauatlon and lout vigor of both 
specialty of J „f"^ X^r ’ i»"^» •" »

boon to women. Write me. g . receive a free 
name |n full, 5 two cent tump# MO B ire®
diagnosis. Address: Franco* L. Loucke, LOCK BOX 
1214. Stoneham. Masa.
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Oct, 20,1600.
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To Do All the Good We Can
*

Thousands of Patients.
Will Diagnose Your Case

J. M. PEBBLES, A. M„ M. D„ PH.D.

INFINITE ASSUMPTION

Address Dr. J. M. Peebles, Battle Creek, Mich,

PARALYZING.HOPEFUL.
IsThe

Bbiping or high Sounding words ofare unfolded and developed.

attributes and intelligences. Christian divisions will soon commence
B. F. SLITER. to heal; then there will be more right-

Grand Rapids, Mich.

GODS OF PAST AGES
vl:

miUAL READINGS 12c. 8. Z. BARNEY, 120 8. 
X Edward* at., Kalamazoo, Mich.

CHARLES H. DAVIS, Magnetic Healer. Send lock 
of hair, age. sex and own handwriting, two two-cent 
stamps. Treatment per month *2.00; also psychic 
readings by mull fl.UO. Franklin, Nebr.

MRS. MAGGIE WRITE
Readfug by mall. #1.06. Business advice a specialty.

304 8. Crouse ave., Syracuse, N. Y. 568

Myself cured, I will gladly inform any one addicted to 

Morphine, Opium, Laudanum, 
or Coctin*. of * never-failing harmless Home Cure. 
Mrs. M. E- Baldwin. P. O. Box 1212, Chicago, I1L

Card from Annie Lord Chamber- 
lain.

Dear friend*, you can greatly help me care for my 
blind alater. Jennie L. Webb, one of tbe earliest me­
dium* now In the font, by writing a letter to a spirit 
friend, Send it to me with <1, and I will try aud get 
reply by Independent writing or whispers. Address 
Anole Lord Chamberlain, Milford, Masa. 58Hf

YOUB. FUTURE Aittolog7rWAL^
87 Opera House Block, Denver, Col, From 11.00,

Mr, and Mrs. Geo. F. Perkins, 
Speaker*. Healer# and Teat Medium*, hold teat cir­
cle# Bunday evening# at 8 o'clock, and Thursday 
afternoons at 8 o'clock, Developing circles Monday 
evening#, tri rate readings aud healing daily. 88* 
W. Madison fit., cor. Leavitt St.

$2— TRUMPETS—$2
ALUMINUM TRUMPETS Ip two and three #ec- 

tlon#8G la. high-magnetized when desired-fl on re­
ceipt of price. Address WM. A. MURRAY, 508 E. 2nd 
fit,, Newport, Ky. 584

Life readings, Including horoscope #1.00. Tris! 
readings 25 cents. Bend name and date of birth. 
The Light of the Zodiac, a treatise on planetary 
Influence upon human life, character and destiny, 
containing valuable occult knowledge and a descrip­
tion of the planets, free with each reading.

Address: F. F. Ilruiidt, Box 401, 
Grand Ilaplda, Midi.

REQUIREMENTS;
Lock of hair, age, sex, one leading 

symptom, full name, three 2-cent 
stamps and plain full address.

• SEND TO

new dream book.
~ and their interpretation; price. 25 

1,000 Dream# " „ 0Q reee(pt oy price, in coin or

CHART FREE.
By a Bohemian Gypsy Astrologer and Clairvoyant. 

Send ago, color of eye* and balr, In own handwriting. 
Addreta GEO. WELLES, Box 180, Newark, N. J. 668

Mrs. Dr, Dobson-Darker,
Who is so widely known as one of the 

many |

DR. A. D. SPINNEY.
Free examination# and free diagnosis of all wh 

are sick. Send name, p. o, address, Age and leading 
symptom#, aud I will give you a careful opinion of 
toe nature of your disease and the changes for a cure.

I hive been forty-three years lu practice. I now 
own the Reed City Sanitarium, with a staff of eight 
physician#; also have a Lying-ln-Hospltal. Send for 
pamphlet and question Hat. Addres* all mall to A B. 
SPINNEY, M. D., Reed City, Mich. 5Mlf

Viewsofa Pantheistic Spir 
itualist.

OUR motto COUEGE OF FINE FORCES

DR. G. E. WATKINS,
* ' THE

NATURAL PHYSICIAN
The Physician can only be the servant 

or handmaid of Nature in the cure of

Disease.
reality we can do nothing; we can 

only remove the offending cause while

Nature
Performs the cure, and therefore we 
lay it down as a fundamental maxim in 
medicine that all a Physician can do. 
is to act as a

Servant to Nature.
If you believe that the above state­
ment is true, and believe that th is meth­
od is the right one, then write to-day to 

DR. G. E. WATKINS, 
Bendin? age, sex and leading symptom, 
pit. C. E. WATKINS, Ayer, Mass!,

Leave the Ood Problem Free 
for Each to Decide.

To the Editor:—I have no doubt that 
the N. 8. A. has done much good, and 
that its officers and members have ren­
dered the best services possible for them 
to do. Have no criticisms to offer on 
their conduct or their npotives.

But, allowing myself to be the judge, 
I believe they made a mistake In trying 
to load upon the Spiritualistic move­
ment a personal god in the shape of 
“Infinite Intelligence.”

In the manufacture of a god at the 
close of the nineteenth century, for an 
Investigating people—a thinking peo­
ple—a free and truth-loving people—it 
needs something more than Incongru­
ous words and assumption.

Permit me to dissect this god, and 
discover, If possible, what kind of a be­
ing he, she or It may be. Infinite 
means without limit of any kind or 
character. As applied to a Deity the 
word means unbounded, limitless and 
perfect.

Is nature governed by an unbounded, 
limitless, and perfect intelligence? 
Conceding this hypothesis, there Is 
nothing for man to strive for, to work 
for, to promote or suppress. If there is 
at the helm of nature a limitless, bound­
less and perfect intelligence, shaping, 
governing aud controlling all the phe­
nomena of the universe, what is there 
for a finite intelligence to worry over? 
Can the finite govern the infinite?

I am at a loss to discover how intelli­
gence can be an attribute or faculty, of 
ijli'infinitude. The word has three dis­
tinct meanings: 1. The power of com­
prehending or discovering, intellectual 
capacity, understanding; 2. News, in­
formation; 3. A spiritual being.

I apprehend that it was the last of 
these meanings that the N. S. A. Intend­
ed their use of this word to express. \ 

. Then we have an Infinite spiritual be- 
ingt, ,Now the word being has two 
meanings; 1. Existence, or state of ex­
istence; 2. A person existing, any living 
creature.

So that we have an unlimited, per­
fect, spiritual person. If so, how can 
we cope with he, she or it? How feeble 
our finite intelligence to oppose he, she 
or it? If this be so, we should take 
things as they come, and be mum.

Could such an unlimited, perfect be­
ing organize a limited, imperfect being 
and expect much of it? Could such an 
unlimited, perfect being organize a 
limited, imperfect being? Would not 
the fact of such an organization be

Psychic Force, a Science 
That Nullifies Space and 

in the Privacy of Your 
Own Home Dis 

pels Disease

ABSOLUTELY FREE! Know- 
ledge Which Should be Pos- 
,sessed by Every Man and 

Woman Who Prizes 
Health and Hap­

piness.
m?JviL^\?fel*Ic^’^e ^re.a^ aclentl#l, who has given to tbo world hl# payable science, which places fn 

n^ir^ V4l aud MAGNETIC FORCE, and which not only DISPELS DISEASE of 
coJMK^ Lut nt the sa,ne Ume 60 STKE WTIIEXS Bud FORTIFIES tbe
homim!! oJV?^ DISEASE CANNOT EXIST. Tbk grand benefactor to the #lck and weak hu* be en 
hay n<^.M i B no other scientist known to man; for bls life-long service In behalf of suffering humanity be

1 cHow of th# Anthropological Society of London, Eug.. aud Honorary Member of tbe Aca- 
m , *n“ Science. Naples, Italy, and a Fellow of the Academy of Svledcc, New Orleans. La., aud alto 
recognition of hls superior aocompllsbmenta, wua appointed by tbo National Arbitration League to thc 

iMitruatloiial Peace CoiumkBiou in Europe. But what be piizeu above all, I# to live with the knowledge 
that after fifty yeara of bclentlflc researches be la at last able to place a science before the world where 
disease# can be cured, uo matter bow hopeless the cute may seem, for there is nu doubt but that treatment 
through his science, which docs away with DKASTIC aud POISONOUS DRUGS, will bring you. 
within tbe SUNSHINE of HOPE aud HEALTH, In addition to treatment of psychic force the 
patients receive a mild medicine, which is prepared in Dr. Peebles’ laboratory, aud which is made of roots 
aud herbs, prepared by the most scientific processes. It is this combination of PHYSICAL and PSY- 
CHIC treatment which has brought about cures that have ASTOUNDED the medical profession on 
TWO CONTINENTS. You may take his treatment tn tbo PJEtlVACY OF YOUK OWN HOME, 
as it i* absolutely a home treatment and DISTANCE IS NO BAH. Mra. J. W. Henderson, of St. Johns, 
Washington, who Buffered for year# with pain lu th# ovaries aud uterine weakness, wa# entirely cured by 
tbe Feeble# treatment. Mrs. C. Harris, Marionville. Pa., says rhe cannot express too much gratitude for tbo 
results received through Dr. Peebles' treatment. She suffered for year# from falling of the womb. Francis 
Wavering, Seattle, Washington, suffered for twenty years with a severe case of Catarrh; was completely 
cured through the PH1^ ^^U'rM., ^' A* Lord, Elswortb. Wis., was permanently cured of dyspepsia and 
nervousness, Geo. H. Weeks, of &8 Minerva Street, Cleveland. Ohio, send* heartfelt thank# for restoration 
of health after Buffering from nervous prostration and insomnia; auyi be now enjoys roBtfulnes# and sleep# 
sound every night. Mrs. Mary A. Clair, Lexington, Ky., after thirty years continual luffering from epilepsy 
and. trying to be cured by eminent physicians, writes. "Two moot bl of your treatment has made earm 
almost a heaven to me.” Hundred# upon hundreds of testimonials like tbe above have been received.- ^r; 
Feeble#’psychic phenomena Is the GKANDEST D18COVEKY OF THE AGE. If you will send 
your name and address, also leading symptoms, to Dr. J. M. Peebles, Battle Greek. Mich., you will receive 
AJIHOLUTELY Fit EE a complete DIAGNOSIS of your case, also advice aud the Doctor*' different 
booklets, which should be In the hands of all who prize HEALTH and HAPPINESS.
. . _ At the earnest request of hundreds of my friends and former patfenis, I have pre-
Imnfll'TAnT pared a Course of Lesions on the Psychic Science. This C urse of Lessons Include 
inHIHI I fl II la Ffrycbic Healing, Vital aud Personal Magnetlsm.Intultlon, aud like occult subjects, In 
llllwvl-|UII*> its wide scope it not only teaches it# pupils bow to core themselves, but at tbe same 
time “eacbes them how to heal others of disease and how to be successful lu their every venture, ba it for 
political, commercial or social ascendancy.

The course 1# #o plain that anyone who will take it up as a profession and give hls time and attention to It 
cau make a grand success In Its practice. These lessons uot ouly teach you how to heal disease but they 
also teach Personal Magnetism, through which you can silently Influence those about you, so as to acquire 
influence, friend#, prosperity, success Tn business, in fact, anything that you want. The course will be 
worth many times the price you pay for it, simply to cure yourself and Increase’ your ability aud eliminate 
any bad habit#, such as the drink habit, tobacco habit, sexual excesses, etc. Thc entire course of instruc­
tions taught by mall and you can matter every point In this science in tbe secrecy of your own homo 
without Jois of time in attending to your business. For further information,

SPIRITUAL H-EALERS,
SHE HAS

Successfully Treated
And Cured

Mrs. Dr. Dobson-Barker,
Box 133. SAN JOSE, CAL.

DON’T READ THIS.
France# L. Loucks, tbe ouly paychic wonder living, 

that use# the spiritual X-ray without auy leading 
symptom to direct, and locates all internal disease* 
A trial will convince you. Nervous exhaustion and 
lost vigor of both sexes successfully treated, a* hun­
dreds can testify.. Send name, age, sex, complexion 
and ten cents In stamps, and receive a correct diagno­
sis of your case free, worth dollar* lo you. Address,

FRANCES D. LOUCKS,
Lock Box 7. Stoneham, Mass.

The students of thi# College represent four con* 
Uncut*, and many of them are physician#, medical 
professor#, or clergymen. Hudson Tuttle, tbe well- 
known author, calls thia college “An Institute’ of 
reflned therapeutic#, which is fast becoming of world-. 
wide fame, and attracting student# from many coun­
tries. It build# on exact eoience. and include# the 
magnetic, electric, chemical, solar, and iplrltual 
force# which underlie everything. It# course cau be 
^^^bome, and a diploma conferring the title of 
p. M. (Doctor of Magnetic#) granted.” Send stamp 
for catalogue.

A cheaper and Ampler ACADEMI0 COUHBE ha# 
been established for those who do not wish to take 
the more elaborate COLLEGE COURSE. It cover# 
new and beautiful methods of Nature, which are 
powerful to heal and upbuild. Address E. D. BAB­
BITT, M. D„ LL. D.. Dean, 58 North Third St., San 
Joec. California. M5

DR. J. S. LOUCKS
For thirty years has treated and cured tbo tick lu all 
part# of the United State* aud Canada. Thousands 
nave been cured after being given up to die. Hi* 
K powers arc uncquuled, as bl# cure# prove. 

e#n’t prove anything. Fact# are proof. He 
also cure# disease# of men, aueb at loss of manhood, 
debilitating losses causing nervous exhaustion, Send 
name, ago, sex, lock of balr, 6 ct# in stamps, for a di­
agnosis. Address, . .

DR. J. 8. LOUCKS, M. D.,
85 Warren at., Stoneham. Mass.

CLAIRVOYANT AND CLAIRAUDIENT ME- 
(Hum. Three question# answered aud trial read- 

lug for 50c. Send lock of hair. name, age and sex to 
MUS, M. E. COMNELL. 793 Duluth av„ St. Paul, 
Minn. 569

BETTER THAN GOLD.
Elixir of Life Nos. One and Two
Cures all forms of stomach, liver aud kidney disease; 
alsocousthiuliou. A sure cure fortbat tired, worn-out 
feeling. Guaranteed to assist your system to health 
with pure, rich blood. Sufficient quantity for oue 
mouth sent for tl.oo.

One package of our Magnetized Compound for sore 
eyes or poor eyesight. Has been used anti praised by 
thousands In all parts of tbe world. Sent for 60 cents, 
or all three sent postpaid for <1.00, with Yarma'a 
photo uud instructions how to live 1UJ years. ' .

Melted Pebble Spectacles
Restore lost vision. Write for Illustrated Circular# 

•bowlugstyies aud prices and photo of Spirit YarinK 
who developed tbls clairvoyant power in mo. I 0*0 
adjust my Melted Pebble Spectacle# as perfectly to 
y2,ur eyeg J? your own homo as if you were In my 
office, as tirousand# can testify. Send stamp for photo. 
B. F. POOLE & CO., *3 Evanston av. Chicago, III.

6. WALTER LYNN
THE EMINENT

Mental Physician
AND

Gifted Psychic.
Obsession Cured.

Special Attention Given to

Nervous Ailments.
Astonishing Cures of Disease, 

Physical and Mental, 
Through

Magnetized Remedies 
and Psychic Science

Readings and business advice, by mail, 
$1.00 and two stamps.

For correct diagnosis of disease 
send five two-oent stamps, age, name, 
sex and own bandwriting.

IF“I have never known a more competent, rellabli 
and truthful medium for the Splrlt-world thin Chui. 
Walter Unn. Jos. Rodd Buouamal

Address, 1017 Castro st., 
Oakland, Call

I consider It almost a waste of time, 
paper and ink to express my views of 
the N. S. A. In regard to its ability to' 
fill the requirements of the Spiritualists 
and Spiritualism. It would seem as 
though there had been enough written 
already, on tbe position and require-

•. mehts of the N. S. A., for It to realize 
. that it had a subject of vast importance

': • before it, to establish no less than the 
basis of Spiritualism, for the present 
.and for the future. The theory of Spir­
itualism is well grounded, and Is taking 
deep root among the people, but It re­
quires time, thought and investigation 
for the masses to receive its philosophy. 
You ask: Has It failed to meet the re­
quirements of the Spiritualists and 
Spiritualism? To which I reply, in my 
opinion, in a great measure it has. | 
\ It has failed because It has not met 

, the criticisms or expectations of its fol- 
• -lowers. Tho Spiritualists as a class are 

a well-Informed, high-toned, Independ- 
6 • eht-thlnklng people,’ and no surface 
. literature, nor no indefinite Infinite In­

telligence will find a lodging among the 
masses. No doubt many of its follow­
ers, yet tinctured with the sophistries 
of orthodox teaching, retain hold of 
tbelr orthodox God, and to them the 
words Infinite Intelligence Is par ex­
cellent, and is rolled as a sweet morsel 
under their tongues; while others dis­
card and spurn such teaching and such 
Ideas of a God altogether. |

I do not think that the N. S. A. or any 
other association of freethinkers will 
ever harmonize the Spiritualists Into a 
unlt of thought, for they are as a class 
Independent thinkers, dissimilar and

. divergent In their opinions, having 
thrown off the mantle of pre-educated 
orthodox theology, many of them will 
refuse to be reharnessed; or subscribe 
to any code of principles.

Investigator asks: Who and what are 
the Spiritualists? Instead of having a 
comprehensive answer to give inquirer 
they say: “0, they are a fanatical class 
of people, that believe in the com­
munication of departed spirits with the 
living.”

Why do you believe?
“Because we have positive tangible 

evidence of the same.” |
What is their motto? I
“We believe In Infinite Intelligence” 

(assumption).
Why do you believe? Where 11 your 

evidence? ;
“Universal existence.” i
Existence does not establish an origin, 

or an originator—and who can tell its 
origin? Echo answers, Who? and to | 
call It Infinite Intelligence is short­
sighted and superficial.

What will remedy its defects? The । 
first requirement to be met with and I 
established 1b Unity, which must result 1 
from a spirit of harmony. To harmonize 
we must have a central nucleus broad 
enough to meet the ideas of a majority 
of the people, around which all can 
rally. I do not mean a great long code 
of ethics or principles, a yard long, that 
would give a person Indigestion of the 
stomach, or the headache to read, but a 
short, sharp, and concise Intelligent 
production, that would define just who 
and what we are.

I do not endorse assumption, and call 
it Infinite Intelligence, for Intelligence 
cannot exist outside of an organization; 
and to call an organization Infinite pre­
supposes an Eternal length of time for 
such an organization, which is beyond 
our intelligence or conception, and is 

■ pure assumption.
I have no evidence to believe In a 

; personal or an Impersonal God, and for 
one would entirely ignore the God ques­
tion .from a code of principles, thus

• leaving the God question free for each 
one to decide for himself—as there are 
already too many public Gods in exist- 

. _ence for profit, and for the Spiritualists 
to formulate a new one would be like 
adding fuel to a fire that we were 
anxious to extinguish; but would form 
a code of principles, based on the ques­
tion of present and Eternal Spirit Life, 
and our obligations to our fellow man.

Present, active, surface Spiritualism 
is at a low ebb, from the fact that a 

‘ majority of the Spiritualists, and a por- 
- ' Hod of the -thinking people, are con­

vinced that the theory of a Devil, Hell,

proof positive of imperfection In the or­
ganizer or creator?

No, my friends of the N. S. A., you 
have reasoned yourselves out of court, 
and the verdict of the jury must be no 
cause for action.

Therefore dismiss your Infinite Intel­
ligence, your personal God, and allow 
us to explore nature.

To my mind, the sun-worshiper Is on 
a higher plane than the one who wor­
ships an anthropomorphic being. Pan­
theism Is as far above anthropopathism. 
as knowledge Is above ignorance, truth 
above error; .

tlon of godehip will never be raised 
again to disturb the happiness of ' the 
people.

The strategy of tbe gods, brought on 
the war in heaven, and It requires the 
generalship of a Devil to settle It on the 
earth.

To please their gods the Christians 
have carried the way into the Oriental 
regions, and the Oriental gods are not 
pleased with the situation. The gods of 
each nation serve their own people the

When we worship space time, law, best. The god of nature is found every- 
matter,' spirit and life, the all of the uni- where;' hls .extended knowledge Is dis- 
verse, as God, we cannot be much out played among all the nations of the 
of the way in our worship. And I be- earth. We are all hls children, and he 
Heve in worship and am a Pantheistic loves them all alike. Dogmatic creeds, 
Spiritualist: have no weight with the holy powers of

Nor could all the N. 8. As. that may the heavenly spheres. Eternity makes 
ever be organized induce me to worship no changes Id hls formidable, teachings, 
a personal God, who stands outside of The love of the God of* Nature^ is B<r 
nature as the creator of nature, . great that he serves air Wchildren; ex-

I believe in space, matter, time—spir- actly alike. He is the Father of aU llfe, 
It, life, law, these three great polarized and all life Is a part of him. Hls great 
states of existence. That through their power is extended to every planet. Hls 
wonderful and mysterious combina- greatness and goodness is everywhere 
tlons of energies all personal identities known and felt. He requires no wor-

This gives to me a view of my per- praise; on- the contrary if we love one 
sonal Identity that is beautiful and val- another as' we should, the God of Na- 
uable. Something to do. An entity that ture will never forsake us.
I may purify, beautify, strengthen, and When the love element prevails on the 
enjoy. earth, there will never be any more

Emerson once said: “Conscious law Is wars in heaven, for all human souls are 
king of kings”—and law may be con- a part of the divine soul, and all }var- 
scious; but If so, It Is a quality of con- fare will surely come to an end. 
aclousness that rises above the con- Fortunately individual gods and cre- 
sclpusness of man and all his passions, dal empires are on the wane, and

eousness on the earth than was ever 
known before. All the gods that have 
been born of women, and all other gods 
that have “created themselves,” will 

I take their departure into oblivion and 
will be remembered no more forever.

aDR. WM. CLEVELAND. And thO Part Thoy Have Minneapolis, Minn.
1 Played. ----------—*---------

The gods of the past ages have nearly 
destroyed the peace and happiness of
humanity. All manner of isms and re- . d
llgious societies have been Inaugurated, Intelligence in Every rarticie 
and they flourished.for a time, and then °
fell to pieces for the want of truth to I 7 Wlalwi.
sustain them,

“Aifd there was war In heaven; As the time approaches for the meet-
Michael and hls angels fought against ing of the eighth annual convention of 
the dragon; and the dragon fought and the N. S. A., to be held in Cleveland, 
bls angels. And prevailed not; neither Ohio, all who are Interested In the suc- 
was their place any more in heaven, cess of the Spiritual movement will be 
And the great dragon was cast out, that watching anxiously for the result of its 
old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, proceedings. For over fifty years I have 
which deceived the whole world; he been an earnest student of Spiritualism 
was cast out Into the earth, and hls an- and have carefully noted Its Influence 
gels were east out with him.”—Bible. upon human progress and happiness,

It will thus be discovered' that the and while I believe in its general ele- 
Jewlah and Christian warfare com- yating tendency, and am always glad to 
menced In heaven, and the end Is not see Its principles more widely known
yet and appreciated, I am not at all In sym-

and Damnation, are terrors of the past, ; 
and hence lapsed Into a condition of ‘ 
retired security and apathy. ' • ' '

There are a plenty of fossilized Spirit­
ualists in the land and thousands of 
Spiritualists under the skin, and what 
is required, is a. strong dose of 
dynamite quickening, on the one hand, 
to arouse them from their present state 

: of lethargy, and, fpr the other, a strong 
dose,of sensible purification to drive the 

• orthodox disease to the surface, where: 
. It can be recognized, and dealt with ac- 
- cording to its merits. . > ‘ ••,•

Moline; Ill. /; . O. P. MITCHELL. /

Gods have no more power than those pathy with that somewhat numerous 
that produce them. class of critics who are so violent in

Buddha was In the real estate busi- their denunciation of any kind of a 
ness, but left it and was the starter of declaration of principles. I could never 
the Buddhistic religion. Hls god orlgi- understand why such a large number 
nated ln his own mind, and he answered of Spiritualists should be so afraid of 
hls purpose very well. . I what to' them is such a terrible bug-

Confucius, the Chinese philosopher, bear,, a creed. To me the idea of any 
who lived three hundred years before form of creed having the power to hold 
Jesus, Is now worshiped as a god. . Spiritualists to a belief in any false doc-

Mohammedwas his wife’Bfarmer, but I trine or philosophy seems perfectly ab- 
started his religion, and Is now equal to 1 surd. I have not the least fear that 
any of the gods. • ■ such a thing could ever prevent me

Moses, the Jewish historian.and Bible from investigating any subject that I 
writer gave hls god the power to create might think worth my time and study, 
worlds and make men and women fully and I do not hesitate to say that in my 
matured at the time he constructed opinion there Is not the least danger or 
them. _ > possibility .of Spiritualists as a class

Joseph Smith, the Mormon hero and I ever being Influenced or harmed by any- 
prophet, borrowed-hls gods from the thing of the kind. With all thinking 
Jews and Christians, and lost his life In people creeds have become a thing of 
defending them. . . •- the past ; . -
It was believed when Spiritualism I There can be no monopoly of Spirit- 

first came to the front that all the gods ualism. It is something that may come 
had had their day, and the dear people to every human being who is ready and 
would soon be rid of them; but the hab- willihg to receive it One of its most 
It of worshiping Individual gods has be- general teachings is that every one 
come thoroughly chronic, and it will must acquire knowledge for himself, 
be some time before the symptoms will and be responsible for all his acts, 
all disappear. thoughts and feelings. It matters not

The National Spiritualists Association how much of wisdom and goodness 
Is concentrating a wonderful - power another may have attained, it can be of 
which we hope will be for the best in- no value to me till I am capable of 

I terests of our glorious cause. Our faith understanding and accepting it for my- 
In the future of Spiritualism Is not to self. I believe that Spiritualism came 
be ■ shaken or even made doubtful, for to the world when It did because the 
Its source is so fruitful nnd so abund- age was ready for It, and the millions 
antly supplied with angelic intelligence of wise and purified beings in the 
that it surely can never fall. I higher spheres of spirit life were ready

The God question was the main thing and desirous to use their united power 
that brought the angels to the earth to for the purpose of educating mankind 
help us settle it; the time they first and helping to lift them up to a higher 
came was in 1848. I state of civilization and happiness. The

The gods have all been tested, and I millennium has not -.come,-and there Is 
found wanting, * ... plenty, of ignorance,?-selfishness and

It is to be hoped that the Inspiration wickedness in the world, but when .we 
which will surround the delegates of compare the Intellectual and spiritual 
the N. 8. A. ■ will. unanimously agree I conditions of, the most enlightened na- 
that the God in nature will suffice for ] tlons with what It was fifty years ago, 
the’whole of humanity, and the ques- { there Is much cause tor rejoicing

How much of this change has been 
caused by spiritual influence It would 
be impossible to tell, but I have no 
doubt that Ribas been a very important 
factor in producing tho final result. I 
think we need notlflatter ourselves that 
this spiritual! wortf has been done en­
tirely through thbse who call them­
selves Spiritualist sc Infidels, Agnostics 
and churcht «members all have their 
spirit friends andkno doubt are often 
unconsciously-inspired by them to work 
for more rational!;methods. Believers 
in church dbetrlnefr feel this power and 
call It Jeisu^ and) often members of 
Christian churches who claim to know 
nothing of Spiritualism aye really, more 
spiritually mibdedithan many who are 
knowi} as Spiritualists. ? . •*

Our friends-In spirit life' seem anxious 
-t^TtfackWUciamM &h&4testto>te as 
to wirero?tItey- canthlVveithe most Influx 
encfi &nd dtothe mbstigood, Without 
doubt more can ber done through those 
who have made a study of the con­
ditions that favor Inspiration and spirit­
ual Intercourse. This spiritual power 
has come to stay whether wo approve 
or not, but the work to be accomplished 
will depend very much upon the work­
ers on this side, and the conditions we 
furnish. The work will go on whether 
the N. S. A. continues to exist or not. 
The question for us to consider Is 
whether the Association Is of value as 
a helper. I believe that it Is an Im­
portant factor, ahd that while ft will 
probably never represent* the whole of 
Spiritualism In this country, it can 
wield an influence that will be of great 
value to the cause, and I hope that It 
may continue to be an influential power 
In promoting spiritual Interests. I also 
hope that It will continue to give a dec­
laration of principles, whether it gives 
them just, as I would or not. I am 
willing to let the majority rule, even If 
they should still believe in Infinite 
Intelligence.

In fact the more I study Into the prin­
ciples of nature and the laws that con­
trol all life and matter, the more I am 
inclined to admit that there is Intelli­
gence in every particle of matter In the 
universe. When I see tbe wonderful 
perfection In all life, from the lowest 
living germs to the highest development 
of human life, I am constantly more 
and more-filled with wonder at the mys­
tery of It all. The wisest person cannot 
tell how a-blade of grass grows. Its In­
visible life principle is beyond our 
reach, but It Is there and It makes no 
mistakes. The wonderful combinations 
of the chemical elements necessary to 
maintain life seem perfect and none of 
them could be spared. Oxygen, an In­
visible gas, Is more than half of the 
whole earth and much more than half 
of our physical bodies. Without it 
there would be no water, no air, no 
granite rocks and no life.

When I turn my telescope upon the 
moon, or Jupiter with Its satellites, and 
Saturn with Its' rings, or upon the 
nebulae of the Milky Way, where, 
though It only magnifies 125 diameters, 
It reveals thousands of stars that are 
Invisible to the naked eye, suns to other 
worlds, so far away that it would take 
their light thousands of years to come 
to us, I haven to admit that if there Is 
no Infinite Intelligence, there Is an In­
finite something that is entirely beyond 
my comprehension} and I rejoice with 
exceeding great rirejoicing when my 
spirit friends* give? me good reason to 
believe that tn a spiritual world where 
I shall have; vastly more favorable con­
ditions for Investigation than In this, I 
may still continue ‘ to make further 
study of thetlnflnlte mystery.

- G. W. WEBSTER.
Lake Helen? Flafi

Do Yow Need Spectacles?
If so, try fPoolfe’s perfected Melted 

Pebble lend;tn perfect assistant to the 
eyes for near land-far vision. They in­
duce a renewed wetion of the nerves, 
muscles and blood-vessels and a return 
of natural vigor to the eyes..

My- method of fitting is by spirit 
power and clairvoyance. I-have fol­
lowed this work for fifteen years, fit­
ting thousands of people by this method 
In this and foreign countries. I have 
hundreds of letters from my patrons, 
telling'me of the benefits received by 
their use. Please write for illustrated 
circulars explaining my: method of 
treatment, also showing styles and 
prices. Address B. F. POOLE, 43 Ev­
anston avenue, Chicago, Ill.

“The Light of Egypt.” Volumes 1 and 
2. An occult library in Itself, .a text­
book of esoteric knowledge as taught 
by Adepts }of Hermetic - Philosophy,, 
Tripe <2 per veltme. For sale at this 
office.

Principles” Can Be 
Improved,

“Infinite Intelligenee” 
Hoodoo.

The Art of Attainment 
taught by mail. A scientific system of 
practical eelf-culture which unfolds la­
tent gifts and develops body and mind to 
the highest possible degree of excel* 
lenco. Valuable literature free.

Uriel Buchanan, Dept. P. T..
Box 210, Chicago, Ill.

II
you just what I can do for you.

During the paat seven years, I have, Irrespective of 
distance, successfully treated (privately) cases of 
Chronic Headache, Paralysis, Insomnia, Conitlp#1*®0; 
Neuralgia, Nervousness, Pleurisy and various 
ailment#. Write yourself.

>( To the. Editor;—I am looking forward 
hopefully to the meeting of tbe Na­
tional Spiritualists Association, which 
will shortly convene at Cleveland.

I have been connected with the N. S. 
A., as missionary at large, since its or­
ganization in 1893, and feel a deep inter­
est In it. I am a firm believer in organ­
ization, and feel that unless Spiritual­
ism maintains Itself as a distinctive or­
ganized movement, its beautiful system 
of philosophy will be absorbed by va­
rious other organizations. Already tho 
liberal churches are appropriating a 
portion of its teachings; Theosophy and 
Christian Science are claiming other 
portions of its philosophy as their own. 
Some of Ite revelations are being taught 
and practiced’ by unscrupulous Individ­
uals under the guise of high sounding 
and misleading names.

Healers and others are practicing and 
teaching what they have learned In the 
seance room under these different 
names, and without giving credit to 
the source of their knowledge. Still 
worse, most of them deny it, deride 
Spiritualism, abuse, malign, and insult 
Its mediums and advocates, while they 
after adding tbe popular name of 
“Christian,” Universal Religion, Wis­
dom Religion, or something as mean­
ingless, and mixing together some of 
the beautiful and helpful teachings of 
Modern Spiritualism with a great deal 
of ancient myth, mystery and nonsense, 
give it to the world ns their own won­
derful inspiration and infallible wis­
dom coming-down from God.

I am opposed to allowing our Spirit­
ualism to be adulterated with such 
nauseating absurdities, therefore I ad­
vocate the thorough organization of 
true Spiritualists, for the purpose of 
studying its glorious philosophy, of 
demonstrating scientifically its phenom­
ena and of promulgating Its beautiful 
and natural religion, that the World

To the Editor.—I notice fn your col­
umns that the cabalistic “N. S. A.”-is 
preparing for the eighth time, to hold a 
convention. I am a well-wisher, but not 
a member. Am one of those born psy­
chics who have long been seeking align­
ment with the broad thinkers of the 
world. I believe in the unity of Spirit, 
and the duty and pleasure of mutual 
helpfulness. It seems to niyself, that 
I am In a position to ask of our co­
workers, a few pertinent questions, as a 
friend, without the liability of any 
charge of partisanship.

Is It not fair to ask of the N. S. A. 
and Its record: What have you accom­
plished for the cause of Spiritualism? 
What have you done to harmonize, and 
draw together the various bodies of 
broad thinkers, who are willing to affili­
ate, and In this unity to find added 
strength and power for usefulness to 
their kind?

Have you devised any method for con­
tinuous propaganda work, embracing 
an unfolding of well-ascertained condi­
tions “beyond the veil?”

WhIJe you say you have a great 
friendship for mediums, have you set 
on foot any measures, by which the 
whole power of the Association can be 
brought to bear In an emergency, as a 
protecting shield for worthy workers 
against all injustice and persecution?

Suppose some of our people should be 
in the position of the Christian secta­
rian missionaries In China, could you 
bring to their aid any physical power to 
release or protect them?

Have you taken any steps to organize 
means that In the future can be felt in 
courts of law, if necessary, so that our 
mediums or others of our faith could be 
sure of justice?

Have you put in train any measures 
looking to the broader spread of the

FRANCES M. LOUCKS

Passed to spirit life from hls home in 
Isabella county, Arthur Cooper, at the 
age of 75 years. He had been a Spirit­
ualist since the first manifestations. 
He leaves a wife and children to mourn 
his loss. Services by Mrs. .1. H. Dun-

I was called to officiate at the passing 
of our dear brother, Abraham D. Hem- 
bling, 54 years old, who was a devout 
Spiritualist and astrologist, constantly 
In the work. Services were held at hls 
brother’s, on West Bridge street. Grand 
Rapids, Mich.. September 20. 11)00. The 
house was packed to its utmost capacity 
by an appreciating audience of spiritual 
friends and skeptics.

REV. W. 0. KNOWLES.

truth as we see it? Of course, the In­
may receive its revealed system of phe-»visible Helpers are doing all they can
nomena, philosophy, and religion, free 
from ancient myth and miracle, and 
modern dogma and superstition.
- So far as the “Code of Principles” 
adopted at last year’s convention of the 
N. S, A. is concerned, I think they can 
be improved, and I trust when the con­
vention meets in Cleveland they may be 
changed to suit all Spiritualists. .

The Infinite Intelligence of the pres­
ent code should be dethroned in the in­
terest of harmony among us, I think, as 
there are some who object to it. I am 
not partial to It, myself, though I am 
willing to work under it, or even any­
thing greater and more objectionable 
than Infinite Intelligence, If the Spirit­
ualists will come together In all their 
strength and. with a grand united effort 
build up a National Association that 
will be strong enough to demand and 
receive justice at the hands of our leg­
islatures, our Congress, and the law; to 
establish schools ahd colleges, in which 
to teach our philosophy and the higher 
branches of education, and make homes 
for our worn-out workers and for the 
orphans of Spiritualists; to establish a 
publishing house; which would be of al­
most infinite benefit to the cause; that 
we may build temples, or churches and 
cease to hold our meetings in third- 
story halls; that we may have modern 
places of meeting, with good music, 
such as will be In accord with the tal­
ent we are presenting to the world In 
our inspirational speakers, and medi­
ums for various phases of manifesta­
tions. /

We now have a National Association 
firmly established; let us sustain It. .

Let us come together at Cleveland 
with a determination to correct all er- 
rord that may-be found In the organiza­
tion, andwlth the determination to har­
monize ourselves'and work for the In­
terest of the National, state ahd local 
ofgani^tioriB/
> May all Spiritualist- societies see to It 
that- they are represented in dhls, the 
most important convention The N; 8. A. 
has ever held, is :the wish of i

E. W. SPRAGUE,

on our plane. But, they have never re­
fused our aid, when offered in the right 
spirit, on the plane with which we are 
familiar.
• Looking over the work cut out for the 
coming convention, we find four Items. 
The first seems to indicate a waning 
strength and enthusiasm, from the ef­
fort, to make the sessions bl-ennial in­
stead of annual. Of the other three, 
two relate to the selling of special priv­
ileges In the association, at good round 
prices; while the fouth relates to the 
strengthening of the barb-wire fence 
which was begun when the association 
started, eight years ago..
. This may all be excellent business, 
after the “stand and deliver” methods 
of the self-conscious American of to­
day. But, then, If this Is all that a Na­
tional Convention has to offer for con­
sideration on the most Important day of 
their year, it seems like meagre diet.

We must not forget, however, thatJn 
the eight years of active work, . they 
have been able to discover a special and 
particular God, for the worship of the 
Spiritualist. Ignoring all tbat has come 
out of the Silence, the ether and the, 
wisdom of the ages, they have named 
IT, “Infinite Intelligence.” Think pf 
concentrating for purpose, with the dis­
traction of a seven-syllabled word hoo­
dooing air our spirit power,'by its ana­
conda-like uncoiling. No nlnetcenthly 
of an Undent Calvlnlstlc divine could 
so excel in its paralyzing power on all 
hope, joy, and active manifestation or 
growth. It was a pity the promoters of 
this declaration of knowledge did, not 
remember:— - ’';-r:;
“No man knows God; Jt is the God'in 

man / . - • / , '
Who knows Himself in; Him and lifts

• ' man up - %.? ; 3. ?. :./ . . ;; .-
To the conception ut: what 1$ divine. 
In his own.nature, Rising, up to Him. 
We come to God .'through Christ;

7 ..through Ged to mau; t
And to alb nature hUHIsHoly Spirit” 

WaE PHELON, M. D

Passed to spirit life, from her home 
on Groveland street, Haverhill, Mass., 
September 30, Mrs. Carrie A. Davis, 
wife of James Davis. At an early age 
Mrs. Davis united with the Methodist 
church. Her daughter preceded her to 
spirit life fourteen years ago. 'While 
passing through this shadow her spirit­
ual nature unfolded and she became 
aware of the presence of her spirit 
daughter, and she began to realize the 
mistaken conception the church has In 
regard to the hereafter, and also of the 
truth of spirit return. The casket was 
covered with beautiful emblems of flow­
ers and the room filled with them, gifts 
from those who know and loved her. 
Services were conducted by the writer.

AMANDA A. CATE.

“Who Are These Spiritualists and 
What Is Spiritualism?” A pamphlet of 
40 pages by Dr. J. M. Peebles, the well- 
known author. Price 15 cents. Fok 
tale at this office.

Rending the Vail: This volume is a 
compilation by J. W. Nixon, of psychic 
literature, most given by spirits. 
through and by means of full form vis­
ible materializations, at seances of a 
certain Psychic Research Society, 
known as the Aber Intellectual Circle, 
the medium being William W. Aber. 
507 pp. octavo.. For sale at the office of 
The Progressive Thinker. Price $2.

"The Spiritualism of Nature.” By 
Prof. W. M. Lockwood. Price 15 centi 
For sale at this office* t

"Death Defeated; or the Psychic Se- j, 
cret of How to Keep Young.” By J. M. • 
Peebles, M. D., M. A., Ph. D. Price $1. . 
For sale at this office. ' 
work, progressive, humanitarian, real­
istic. Descriptions of scenery and', 
home life In both England and tho 
United States. It is a large 12mo, 366 
pages, neatly bound in cloth; has por­
trait of writer as frontispiece. Price, : 
$1.50. To introduce it will sell from 
this office until further notice for $1.25. 
•Postage free.

"Three Jubilee Lectures.” By J. M. . 
Peebles, M. D. Doctor Peebles Is a 
trenchant and Instructive .writer .and 
lecture?, and these three addresses on 
the .occasion of and pertinent to tho 
Jubilee of Modern Spiritualism^ are . 
well worthy of being preserved In this 
tasty form, In print. Price, 35 cents. - . 
For sale at this office.


