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The Progressive Thinker’s Symposium*

Wide Diversity of Opinions, and Remarks That Are Spicy and Decidedly 
Interesting.

And All About The National Spiritualists’ Association—Prominent Spiritualists Freely 
Express Their Views, Pro and Con. ,

• Union for Good Work 
Strength.

I IS A NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSO- I CIATION HELPFUL?—YES.
I Union tor good work is strength; 
I' without it a multitude uuly makes tbe

rope of sand bigger. Choose trusty 
I ' officers, and trust them. Make National 
I meetings for business and spiritual ed-
I ucatlon few and excellent. Might not
I ’ once In two years lie best? The Geu-I . eral Conference of the great Methodist
It Church meets every four years; all are
I satisfied.
I Raise at least ten thousand dollars 
J for yearly use; put It In the hands of 

your committee, to spend as they deem 
I;. best, and let no after-crop of jangling 
I1' disputes spring up. If we lack wisdom 
| to see our great work well done, in 
’ peace aud good will, we enn go home 

and learn business sensy and gain 
I deeper spirituality.
L STATEMENT OF VIEWS.

immortality—Spiritualism—Psychical 
. Science: 'ihe deepest proof of our im* 

< . mortal life is what the soul teaches— 
■> tlie “voice within” saying:—"Mau, thou 

ehalt never die!”
। The world-wide facts of spirit pres- 
I -ence nnd power, through mediums or 

psychics and otherwise, and In the rev- 
| elutions of psychical science, proofs of 
' the Interior faculties of men (clair­

voyant nud other) reaching beyond the 
external senses to a far wider realm of 
spiritual life, blend to confirm nnd 
verify the soul’s Intuitive belief, and to 
give fuller proofs of a future life, and 
of the sacred thuth of spirit return.

In this last and ripest of the ages 
': . these rich experiences come to us more

than ever; prophetic of a divine philoso­
phy, a natural religion, a spiritualized 

C’ science. To study these facts and to 
T know more of their meaning, Is the 
I: , leading object of our association.
’THE GOD-IDEA

is wide-spread and permanent, coming 
down to us from many lands and'ages, 
and growing with the higher life aud 

-—-mental aud spiritual culture aud free- 
' dom of man, as though It were native 
and Intuitive in the soul. Blot It out of 
our Spiritual horizon and the light 
would grow dim aud the air thin! aud 
cold In many a life.

Plato said: -“God Is- the original life 
and force of all things.”

Voltaire, branded as an Infidel,, said: 
. "Cultivate virtue, be beneficent, regard 

all superstition with horror or pity; but 
adore with me the design manifest In 
all nature, and consequently the Author 
of that design. Superstition has been 

- cruel, not true religion. To be a disciple 
of God Is to announce him as of a mild 
heart nnd nn unalterable will. Super­
stition Is tbe most cruel enemy of the 
adoration due tlie Supreme Being.”

In past years, In the annual statement 
■ of views by this association, sub­

stantially what follows will be found:
“We believe this world, nnd all worlds 

of men nnd augels, to be under the 
■ creative power and unltlve design of a 

Supreme and Infinite Spirit.”
The sainted Mary F. Davis. William 

Denton, Epes Sargent, the gifted 
Selden J. Finney, and other Spiritual 
pioneers whom I well knew, had like 
opinions. The God-Idea to-day Is higher 
than of old, for the world moves up. In 
this transition age Spiritualists need to 
gain still larger conceptions. To cast 

. aside tills precious Idea would drift us 
toward Materialism, the opposite of 
Spiritualism. The rights nnd conclu­
sions of the sincere Materialist are tp be 
respected, but his philosophy is not 
ours. We should be with him in all re- 

' forms, not In any Impossible effort to 
unite contradictions lu theory. There 
we may give fair hearing but part in 
peace.

;• In the great reforms that bless our 
: ’age—wise movements for arbitration as 

< ■ / an end to bloody wars; for the uprising 
. . / ot the world’s womanhood; for justice 

1 "between employer and employed; for 
temperance—with a pure and sound 
body, fit to serve a healthy soul in 
mind. For all that uplifts man nnd 
woman and sanctifies motherhood we 
must try to see and to do our duty.
CHARACTER THE ONE THING 

NEEDFUL.
- For the sound nnd self-poised judg­
ment,■’■the friendly spirit, the dally life 
of wisdom, “with malice toward none 
and charity to all," the converging of 
many safe and useful paths into one 
personality which we name Character, 
and without which all professions of 

- .creed, however wise, have small weight.
It is our only test.

Whoever Is of sound character and 
earnest purpose will not be bound to 
assent to our shading of what these 
statements mean, but his name will 

•signify his joining us in free speech’ to 
:?eek tfltth and gain deep convictions. 
Each or all t^“^ 
change. x

' "The watsesa Wonder.” To tbeitu-

The Provinces of Nature A FACT, NOT A BELIEF.

Thoughts on the N. S. A- and 
What It Should Do.

THE HIGHER KINSHIP.
The Pure Truth Is Not for a 

Slave.
MANY SHADES OF OPINION AND 

DIFFERENT PHASES OF BELIEF. 
The annual meeting of the National 

Spiritualist Association approaches, 
aud a few thoughts on the Association 
and its work may uot be amiss. The 
great tiling we lack is wisdom. Jesus 
was right when he said, "The children 
of tills world are wiser in their genera­
tion than the children of light/1 1 am 
sure that there is a desire among Spir­
itualists generally to do the right 
thing. Spiritualism is as yet in a crude 
state; many Spiritualists have thought 
that If we are ever to be organized (he 
spirits are to do the work, aud conse­
quently have uot studied organization 
nor its work.

Spiritualists have come from all the 
churches and all the Isms In the land; 
and each oue of them having brought 
bis idiosyncrasies with him, it could 
not be otherwise thau that there would 
be almost as many different shades of 
opinion on the various side issues which 
come, to the front as there are Spiritual­
ists. The result would naturally be 
that, if we have an organization with 
any kind of a creed In It except the 
fundamental doctrines we are here to 
maintain we will require not loss than 
a dozen organizations to cover the dif- 
erent phases of . belief lu our ranks.

When Christians all center on one 
Idea, that Is, that Jesus lived and 
taught in Palestine near two thousand 
years ago, they get along gloriously; 
when they get beyond that one plank in 
their platform, then theological hair­
splitting nud divisions are the result. 
Theu sects multiply with creeds as 
thoroughly confounded as were the 
tongues of those of that ancient Babel 
who intended to go to heaven on tlie 
tower which they themselves had 
bulldpd.

Should a declaration of principles 
seem to be necessary, It should declare 
nothing more thau that which Is uni­
versally believed among Spiritualists.

Such declaration should coniine Itself 
to the ideas of continuity of life;’spirit 
communion; that ns we sow pere, so’ 
shall we reap In the next stage of exist­
ence; that happiness here and hereafter 
depends wholly upon our acts; Hint 
num has within him here that which, If 
cultivated will enable him to overcome 
every evil habit; that actions grow out 
of thoughts, therefore we should labor 
here to store the mind with good, be­
nevolent thoughts, etc., etc.

A National organization, as a matter 
of fact, should grow out of state organ­
izations, and state organizations should 
grow out of local societies. The desire 
for the co-operation of local societies 
should lead to district or state organiza­
tions; the desire for the union nnd co- 
operntion of state organizations should 
lead to a national organization.

The National organization should 
never attempt to do what can be done 
by state organizations, and state organ­
izations should never do what local so­
cieties can do. The state associations 
should carry out the united wish of 
local societies within Its jurisdiction; 
and the National Association should 
carry out the wishes of the several 
state associations. Under the circum­
stances In the forming of our National 
Association this could not be done.

I do not remember how many state 
associations existed at the time of the 
formation of-the National, but I know 
there were but few. I do know that 
tbe National Association has been the 
cause of several states organizing state 
associations.

That our National Association has 
made mistakes there Is no doubt; better 
move and make mistakes than not to 
move nt all. These mistakes have 
grown out of the lack of experience of 
those who tried to do something. 
These mistakes It Is hoped, will be our 
teachers. . . . , .

Let us at our approaching convention 
cut all work off from the National As­
sociation that can be done either by 
local societies or state associations, and 
thus limit the expense of the National 
association to the smallest amount com­
mensurate with the good of Spiritual­
ism. I would say cut off all delegates 
except from, state associations; this 
would enlarge the work qf the state .as- 
sedations and save thousands of dol­
lars each year in the expenses of dele­
gates alone.

In this way eacli_stnte would become 
acquainted with the work done and the 
methods adopted in other states, and 
all could learn from the wisdom of each 
state. Thus I think Spiritualism.would 
grow more rapidly and more healthful- 
VHmn it does u^^

THE LEGITIMATE PURPOSE OF 
ORGANIZATION.

It Is proposed to bottle up Spiritual­
ism in a creed—to found a new religion; 
and the story of human progress Is of 
reason breaking religious chains—of 
strong men shattering creeds. A great 
ancient seer said the days would come, 
"salth the Lord, when I will write my 
laws in the minds and hearts of men.” 
Tills was his style of announcing that 
enlightened men would view natural 
desire as expressing the will of the 
Eternal—Its gratification logically the

love the only priest.” Another great 
seer looking down tbe ages said of the 
New Jerusalem, "1 saw no temple 
therein," his style of declaring that 
knowledge would obliterate religion. 
Creeds, by Ingenious statements about 
what we know nothing and therefore 
cannot deny, are used like the wooden 
horse of troy t0 ]lave us adtllIt ideas 
that overthrow reason; and we have 
been confounding religion with knowl­
edge of the spirit life when it has 
opposed this as it lias knowledge of 
astronomy, geology, anatomy. Idolatry, 
superstition, religion are triplets born of 
“mystery the mother of all abomina­
tions"—the religion of one age'belng ex­
posed to the next as idolatry. When 
we regard spirits as fellow, beings, and 
Intercourse subject to natural law, we 
have no further need of priestly regula­
tions and ordinations to control our ad­
vances. As for telling us what is good, 
we have the bible of human nature with 
Instructions for every hour and every 
environment. There Is but one per­
manent moral law—the “new com­
mandment” of Jesus—tbe law of love.

There Is a kinship higher than the 
caste of traditional, commercial, fash­
ionable, educational equality which 
attracts tlie high to the low, the learned 
to the unlearned, Jesus to the Magda­
lene; and every soul is "ordained” by 
the Eternal with a message for those 
susceptible to this attraction; and 
"creeds of noise and din" prevent bis 
sheep bearing his voice. You think you 
must have a creed to Rive the world 
notice that you are another order than 
wicked Bill Smith. The twentieth cen­
tury is not going to decide by your creed 
whether It be a great nloral chasm or a 
little mud-puddle separates. But If 
there be a genuine antipathy you should 
consider that the history of creedal 
authority Is of organized opposition to 
that spiritual affinity or repulsion by 
establishing a spurious respectability 
nnd a brotherhood exclusive, Intolerant, 
Inexpensive, on superficinltles. And as 
for a true sensitive who soars above the 
superficial, you may Induce him to sign 
but cannot bind him with your creed 
“Will a courser of the sun work softly 
In the harness of a drayhorse?" n0- 
gentle reader, none but “me and you" 
are wise enough to formulate a creed 
for modern Spiritualism, and they will 
not let us. So we better allow
"Each for the joy of working, .

And each in his separate star, 
To paint the thing as he sees it

For the God of things as they are.
“From the days of John the Baptist 

until now the kingdom of heaven suf- 
fereth - violence” and spirits are con­
strained to authorize every conceivable 
doctrine regarding both the life which 
now Is and that which Is to come. The 
partially developed sensitive has been 
surrounded with psychological Influ­
ences that compel a revelation agreeing 
wlth the settled convictions of the sub­
jecting “circle,” describing a heaven for 
s»ch and a hell of some kind for the dis­
believer. As the human being is seldom 
a liar from choice, tlie cause of these 
contradictions regarding wbat must be 
obvious.-to every intelligent spirit lies 
lu defective mediumship. Tbe legiti­
mate purpose of association after, the 
great one of social contact, rubbing the 
excrescences off each other, is in con­
sidering how to secure our sensitives 
from the Influences that disturb and 
distort, so that we get clearer revela­
tions. Let me suggest that we carefully 
avoid tbe unnatural, forced 'develop­
ment of a sensitive deprived- of liberty 
and subjected In contempt of natural 
desire to artificial rules of diet, exercise 
or amusement, as in the art magic of 
other days; for the pure truth Is not for 
a slave but for a son. and the true sen- 
X mVdeathJ'™ “g‘VC me llbe«y «
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As every critical mind knows, there are va­
rious provinces connected with Nature. That 
which produce^ a maple tree will never evolve 
a hemlock. That which produces a rose will 
never evolve a lily. That which produces a 
mouse will never evolve a monkey. These va­
rious provinces are in number beyond the com­
prehension of man. But there is bite especial 
important province of Nature—that law which 
enables a spirit to converse with mortals. It is 
riot a monopoly. It was partially understood in 
ancient timesi All nations and tribes of people 
realize in a measure its existence. All religious 
sects to a certain degree are founded on this 
law. Primitive Christianity is permeated with 
its results. The National Spiritualist Associa­
tion has no monopoly of this law. Joan d’Arc
was the 'recipient of its workings in days long 
past. All the Apostles as well as Jesus knew 
of its existence. To found a religion, a creed, a 
sect, or a God, on ^ie fact that one of the prov­
inces of Nature embraces Spiritualism, and 
through the action’ of its law spirits communicate 
with mortals, outrages common sense and de­
velops a superstition not in harmony with the 
Sresent age. Intercourse with spirits is a fact in

Mature—consumniated through one of Nature’s 
laws—that and Nothing else—and should be 
treated like ^1 other facts in that realm, in a 
scientific way; only-. We use the term Nature as 
all-embracingjiboth in the Material and Spiritual 
realms. As tlie discovery of the fact that elec­
tricity can convey a message through a wire, or 
through the atmosphere alone, knocked into 
oblivion many preconceived theories, so has the 
discovery of a Jaw in Nature, through the in­
strumentality of which a spirit can converse 
with mortals, resulted in destroying a literal 
sulphurous hell, and will eventually succeed in 
demolishing all the orthodox sects and creeds; 
it will, too, destroy al1 the*1’ Gods, no two of 
which are exactly alike, hence it will dissipate 
their multifarious religions, relegating them to 
the realms oUmyth.: Such being the case, would 
it not be exceedingly foolish for the N. S. A. to 
formulate a#epd; a religion, a God. on the fact 
that a natur^ Jaw exists, through which spirits 
can converseMh mortals? Sumi appears to be 
the case to $ne who has been a Spiritualist for 
forty years; 4

THE MAN ABOUT TOWN.

Passages of the Old apd New Testa- 
mert Scriptures which prdVS or Imply 
Spiritualism; together’ with a brief his­
tory of tlie .origin of many of the 
Important • books of the Bible." By 
Moses Hull. The well-known talented 
nud scholarly author bas here embodied 

MniiltC Of his many years’ study the rWU*lS . its relations to Spiritual, 
of the Bibi’ denotes, -it Is a vert- 
ism. As its title . infomation on th* 
iSrfS For sale at this

Nat’l Spiritualists Association
Of the.Unite^StateS of America and Canada, Will Be Held in

America AiidBiilfi) Hall, 77-79 31st SU Chicago,
October 17,1^9 ^hd 20—Business'Sessions at 10 a. m. 

/ ■■i^t arid 2 p. m. Each Day,

Important business of interest to every Spirit­
ualist will Hb. presented for action before these 
gatherings^J.. ' : '

At T-BO^W1 evening grand public meetins's 
with addiW|, spirit communications/:m 
etc.j CtC. j ;

A large Atnbber of the most gifted lecturers 
and mediums will be present and participate in 
these exercises.

AU Spiritualists in the United States and. Can­
ada are invited to be present.

Facts and Philosophy Need 
No Creedal Laws.

WHAT THE PEOPLE ARE SAYING.
Are the Spiritualists of this country 

prepared to act for the best Interests of 
our philosophy at the forthcoming 
meeting of the National Spiritual Asso­
ciation? This association has had six 
years In which to demonstrate Its right 
to ask for the support of Spiritualists— 
to show what it could do; and should 
now be prepared to demonstrate 
whether it has existed for the benefit of 
Spiritualists or Spiritualism; whether it 
has promoted the Interest of a few or 
many, or whether its efforts have re­
sulted In the advancement of the cause; 
whether or not it has determined and 
collected any new facts, and what de­
ductions it has made therefrom.

What laws and principles has it dis­
covered and formulated, if any? In 
other words, what has it done towards 
correcting the old forms or methods of 
theological thought that have always 
stood in the way of all progress, aud 
especially of our philosophy? What has 
it done towards placing this philoso­
phy—a philosophy that covers the entire 
field of thought and deific force—among 
the classified and established theories 
of the ages?

At its organization much wns ex­
pected of It. Organizations are sup­
posed to be for the mutual benefit of 
their members, or the promotion, ad- 
vancement and establishment of some 
cause. Those who took part in the 
formation of (ills organization were told 
It was for the advancement of the cause 
and for business purposes. Just what 
the business was to be, and what pro­
motion and advancement was Intended, 
did not appear until after the election 
of Its officers and directors. Then some 
of the most aetiva and Influential mem­
bers withdrew from the convention. 
Some of those became open, active 
opponents of the association, while 
others wlio were equally as dissatisfied 
preferred to give it a chance, to see 
what It could do, as it bad, by careful 
management, narrowly eseaped form­
ulating a creed. Many will remember 
this little bit of history.

The association did uot, however, lack 
for able and eloquent advocates; and, 
for six years, these organizers and can­
vassers have traveled over the country 
forming and taxing its sub-societies for 
support. The number of its members 
do not, however, compare favorably 
with the large number of Spiritualists 
who do not affiliate with the National 
Association and its sub-societies. Why? 
What Is the consensus of opinion on 
tbe necessity for this organization? 
Spiritualism Is that peculiar religion, or 
code of ethics, each oue forms for oue’s 
self upon a fact lu nature—not on a 
belief which must be enforced by a 
creed and an organization with laws 
and penalties, the usual concomitants 
of nil organizations.

The deductions from this fact in na­
ture, concisely stated as the “con­
tinuity of life and spirit communion,” 
and its many correlated facts, form a 
philosophy which needs no creedal laws 
for its protection and advancement. 
The facts themselves Certainly do not 
require any, neither do those who are 
engaged lu honestly demonstrating 
these facts.

Therefore, If those personally, or 
otherwise, interested in the present 
National Association contemplate the 
adoption of a creed, be the creed a pos­
itive statement of belief or a negative 
creed, with or without a demonstration 
of their verities, theu I can see a neces­
sity for organization; or, if there are 
any considerable number engaged In the 
.work, who need the indorsement, assist­
ance or protection of an organization in 
order to hold the positions to which 
they aspire before the public, then or­
ganization will be performing one of its 
legitimate functions if exercised for 
these people—and will be a necessity— 
for such workers, not for others. Or­
ganization without rules, laws, and 
membership, with penalties and power 
to expel or drop its members, will uot 
be effective. You cannot expel one from 
the philosophy or a knowledge of the 
facts from which it is deduced, neither 
do those having knowledge of these 
facts require organization.

Tbe day Is passed In this country 
when the demonstrators of a fact, even 
though it undermine the foundations of 
ecclesiastical dogmas, must organize 
for protection.. No other facts In nature 
and none of the philosophies deduced 
from facts, require organization for 
their demonstration, advancement or 
protection. They take care of them­
selves, without specially appointed 
guardians or paid oracle. As well or­
ganize for the advancement of some 
favorite mathematical theorem.

If the National Association has been 
of any benefit to its sub-societies, or to 
its officers and members, there cannot 
be any objection to their continuing It 
for their own benefit, but if it cannot 
show that It has done something outside 
of; these things, It cannot expect any 
large number of Spiritualists will come 
to its support, or depend upon it for 
direction, or Ipok to It for authority 
upon disputed points.

■Whatposition shall Spiritualiststake? 
Possibly The Progressive Thinker can 
answer, for those who have achieved 
success are best qualified to advise.

In discussing this question with rep­
resentative Spiritualists who do not be­
long to our societies, many have taken 
the grounds that our-Spiritual press and 
the writers of our Spiritual books are 
Going more, for the cause than can be 
Accomplished by any organization, 
which must. necessarily represent the 
thought and methods of the few who 
manage and control it That our many 
camp-meeting associations, t«B®“" 
With our newspapers and many .^j 
aro all that tbe cause needs-all tnat 
the advocates of our philosophy TO* 
quire; and aro all the tax. that it will 
sustain. These comments -may not be 
acceptable to many, they may not even, 
be appropriate. They are, however, 
"what tbe people are saying,’ ’and It 
may be well for those who assemble as

representatives of our philosophy to 
push their heads up into the periphery 
of public thought, wherein may be 
found guidance to success for their 
undertakings. Without wishing to ad­
vise or seemingly to direct, Ijm very 
truly yours.

- MBS. MAUD LORD DRAKE!, 
Cripple Creek, Colo.

A BUSINESS BASIS
For Humanitarian Purposes 

Only,

RANDOM THOUGHTS ON SPIRIT- 
UALISM AND ORGANIZATION.

Tbe phenomena of Spiritualism have 
demonstrated to mb tbe fact of immor­
tal life and made plain the truths of the 
Bible, and proven them true. It has 
also confirmed the truths of psycholog­
ical science, and demonstrated the mys- 
^vy of life and death.

These facts have given me a philoso­
phy of life that is more reliable, more 
beautiful than any. oilier that has ever 
Come to my comprehension or under­
standing.

It has given me courage, hope aud 
strength to live, toll and suffer for oth­
ers. These facts have also given me the 
highest conception of religion, the true 
idea of the fatherhood of God, aud the 
brotherhood of man. They have re­
vealed lo me the glories and possibili­
ties of the religious nature of man, and 
the necessity of dally controlling aud 
cultivating the same. All U>nt Is grand, 
beautiful aud sacred in other aud past 
religions have been made to me more 
beautiful, sacred aud grand, so while 
this law of nature, these phenomena ot 
spiritism have thus blessed me in lift­
ing me away from all superstitious and 
traditions oMne past, there are many it 
seems to lead to materialistic thought 
aud darkest klud of mysticism aud a 
blind devotion to Spiritism aud Its big­
otry and slavery of reason.

Beason, free and untnnnuieled |g 
man’s only salvation from tbe woes, 
fetters, burdens nnd wrongs of life. It 
Is reason’s golden orb Illumined by Di­
vinity’s heavenly ways that has lifted 
man In all ages away from the slavery 
of creeds aud dogmas, luto the birth­
right of joy, happiness and success. It 
Is reason that has pushed forward the 
inarch of human progress in every de­
velopment of civilization, with >l*cS0 
facts before us, well may the question 
be asked, "Can Spiritualists organize 
successfully on a creedal basis?”

Organization is necessary to success 
In all things, yet as soon as a creed Is 
formed the more volujninous flic creed, 
the more you limit the number who will 
become adherents to the same, so I see 
only one method of organization, and 
that Is upon a business basis, and for 
humanitarian work and progress.

A. B. SPINNEY, 
Reed City, Mich.

The Spirit of Commercialism 
in Spiritualism.

PLACE THE MOVEMENT UPON A 
FREE BASIS.

In a late Issue of The Progressive 
Thinker I note an article upon frauds In 
our ranks, by E. W. Gould, and asking— 
What shall be done?

Eliminate the spirit of commercialism 
in Spiritualism, and fraud is done. 
Place the movement upon as free^a 
basis as possible, or at least within the 
bounds of a common honesty, and you 
remove the opportunities and tempta­
tions that have been Introduced by some 
of our leaders. Necessity may have 
compelled such overcharges, but It 
opened the way for Hie unprincipled to 
steal the livery of heaven In which to 
serve themselves. When a speaker 
charges from fifty to one hundred dol­
lars for two dnys, or even a week’s 
work, It comes dangerously near the 
exacting terms of capitalism. The 
members of a certain association were 
taxed seven dollars apiece to pay one 
speaker for two or three lectures, an 
these exorbitant charges, like ’ 
often fall upon those the least able tO 
bear them. Indeed, as In this case, 
some could not pay tbe levy, for work 
was scarce, or not to be had at all.

When a camp management charges 
two dollars a week fora small bedroom, 
three dollars a week for board, ten 
cents a day tax for being on tho 
grounds, the whole, with Incidentals, 
footing up to between thirty and forty 
dollars, why the masses cannot afford 
it, and must forego an outing In camp. 
Twenty-five cents isn’t much for a bed, 
but Ims fifteen cents more than It is 
worth. One dollar for a reading, or 
delineation, oue dollar for a materializa­
tion seance, are almost prohibitive, and 
If the necessity exists, all along the 
line, for such overcharges, more’s the 
pity for the advancement of Spiritual­
ism. Under sueb conditions it must ever 
be an exclusive, and never a universal 
religion.

There is, everywhere, a deep distrust 
of the creeds and teachings of the 
church, and a corresponding eagerness 
to know the truth, beyond any doubt or 
cavil, but at the very outset In their 
search they are met by charges they! 
cannot well afford to pay, and more 
than gives the suspicion that ail are 
working for money.

The N. S. A. In Its coming convention 
cannot take up a question more vital to 
tbe rapid advancement of Spiritualism 
than this very one—Shall It be placed 
upon as nearly a free basis as possible, ' 
or shall It be used, more and more, for- ’ 
commercial--and speculative purpbseaZ

Flint,. Ind. MARY W- BARR. ;

.“The Dead Man’s Message,” an occult 
romance by Florence Marryat, The 
author’s Wide experience in’. Spiritual,
ism and her study of occult science' 
have prepared her to write this romance,', 
which will be found lagen with gems 
picked up In the course of her invest!- 
gat)on and studies. Cloth $L For salt 
at thii office.
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AN ETERNAL MARCH, DO WE WANT IT?
* Many Spiritualists, of Many 

Minds.
ORGANIZATION FOR THOSE WHO 

WANT IT-GO AS GRAVITATION 
DIRECTS.
There Is a great amount of conten­

tion on organization of the Spiritualists 
of the United States and of the World, 
and it appears almost as difficult to 
bring ail our writers and thinkers to­
gether as it is to get them into one Or­
ganization. When asked If it Is possi­
ble to formulate a set of principles that 

• all the Spiritualists will accept, or even 
to organize all the Spiritualists or those 
who call themselves Spiritualists Into 
one body, I must answer, No! The rea­
son is, there are Spiritualists, Spiritual­
ists and Spiritualists ad libitum; so, 
many, indeed that it would be difficult 
to classify them at all. There are Spir­
itualists who accept the phenomena, 
just out of curiosity. They go to see all 
the mediums they can find, often spong­
ing all they can from them, and wonder 
over the phenomena, but seldom read a 
Spiritualist paper, or go to hear a lec- 
ture, or manifest any other interest in 
spiritual or soul growth. In all other

*m
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A Few Questions and Sug­
gestions.

SPIRITUALISM MEANS DEMON- 
I STRATED CONTINUITY OF LIFE,

Has Spiritualism come into the world 
to establish a new sect, a new. religion, 
a new organization?

Is the real purpose of the advent of 
Spiritualism into this world, the tearing 
down of old creeds to build a new one 
in their stead, or is it for the general

I enlightenment of the human mind and 
spirit regarding a future* condition of' 
the spirit?

I Do the Intelligences of the spirit 
realm care to perpetuate an organiza­
tion by any name whatsoever; or do 
they not desire as much to enlighten 
humanity in all the churches regarding 
the conscious existence of man after 
his departure from the mortal form, 
and let that wisdom bear its fruit ac­
cording to the soil and conditions?

j Do you really believe the spirit-world 
has formed a trust, made a new discov­
ery, got a patent on it under a certain 
name and desires to warn all sects* to 
“keep off the grass.”

| Do you believe, with all the diversity

In allying whole S union, alHn nature, 
true and brave,

With a wave ot inspiration, and a spirit 
.that can crave. .

We believe— ‘
In the brotherhood of mortals and the 

fatherhood of soul;
Iq the evolutive action toward a grand 

concentric whole;
In a universe of being, all here striving 

to unroll;
In a life that is eternal, without ending 

or a goal.
We believe— • .

In the principle of creative forte in uni­
versal thought;

In reclprocatiye action of the thinking 
that is fraught

With the goodness or the evil—’twill re­
turn with what it ought,

And that no one has the power to per-
vert what Justice wrought.

We belle ve­
in return to mortal presence of 

spirit that has fled;
In the power of communion .with 

persons once thought dead; ..

the

the

That the spirit makes Its heaven or it 
makes its hell .Instead;

And that death to us no longer is a ter­
ror or a dread.

DR. T. WILKINS.

..respects they drop into the ruts of the of opinions entertained by the Spiritual­
world in general, and if they ever get ists of this country, it is possible or ex- 
an idea beyond the platitudes they hear pedlent to attempt to formulate a stand- SPIRIT COMMUNION.

^a,s»j JHE BETTER ^^er you are, au

eve? Is Iw&enijSi for your acceptance, 
at the toMchstcma / of . unbiased -judg­
ment. Ono of the leading evidences .of 
the truth of tha central claim of Spirit’ 
uallkm is that whenever truly rational 
and selenone minds give protracted at­
tention to. the work of investigation, 
they invariably" reach the decision 
reached by the, most prominent men In 
.the Psychical. ’.Research Societies of 
both hemisphere's, which is thoroughly 
favorable to in$e and simple Spiritual­
ism. *

Does Spiritualism Need an 
Organization?

1 nirriifillffF1 Ilin lirtlfir I Hated Into the moral and spiritual fiber .A DIFFUSIVE INFLUENCE rf“

on tbe street or in tho church, and if । 
they get a new idea they are never ; 
known to give it out. These people are j 
as soulless as they are brainless, and as 
they have no conscientious convictions, 
they are useless in a Spiritualist organ­
ization.

There is another class, who are Splrlt- 
• ualists because they hope through medi­

umship to learn which horse to bet on

ard declaration of principles, or articles 
of moral discipline? . .

If'an organization is for work,^pm- 
not the most efficient work be consum­
mated by strictly a business organiza­
tion founded 'upon strictly business 
principles, with money at its base, for 
real charity, for real protection before 
the law, for prosecuting impostors, for 
feeing genuine mediums and efficient

The True Basis of Union In 
. Spiritualism.

in a race, or to know whether to buy speakers, for establishing educational
stock on the rise or decline of the mar­
ket, or to find some other means of mak­
ing a profit out of the other fellow’s 
losses, that Is getting money without 
earning it, or to locate a mine or find 
buried treasures. Spiritualism answers 
him the same purpose that his horse or 
his ox does, It assists him in his busi­
ness, and but for that he would turn it 
out to die. You cannot organize such a 
person into a spiritual association, un­
less he can have It as he would have a 
knife for opening oysters. Such a man 
is devoid of all Spirituality, has no phi­
lanthropy in his make up, and wopid be 
a dead weight in any organization of 
Spiritualists.

There Is another class, whose only 
business is to continually rake among 
tiie old debris for fraud. In one sense, 
tbby are tbe opposite of the phenomena 
hunters, first mentioned in this article, 
but it is mostly in their pride of opinion, 
and their convictions of their own 
smartness. Some of these may be or­
ganized into a national society, provided 

‘ It will permit them to sit as censors.
Another class believe the Bible is our 

only rule of faith and practice and in­
sists on singing “Jesus Paid it All,” or 
some other trash out of Gospel Hymns. 
Fortunately this class is drifting into 
the Christian Science churches, and 
would not likely trouble an organiza­
tion such as 1 am now contemplating.

Exactly opposite to this class is an­
other class who cannot bear to hear a 
sentence-quoted from the Christian or 
Hebrew scriptures, though by so doing 
one places his Christian opponent either 
In the attitude of a disbeliever in his 
Bible, or forces him to accept Spiritual­
ism, yet this same class will go into 
Spiritual meetings or circles, and join 
in singing the most nonsensical and un­
truthful evangelical songs. In justice 
to this class, I will say, they embrace 
some of our most Intelligent and ener- 

• getic Spiritualists as well as some of 
the most Ignorant and stupid, But peo­
ple of such narrow minds would not 
work very harmoniously In an organiza­
tion whlcli was built upon more charit­
able Ideas.

One more class may yet be given, not 
that this will exhaust the divisions of 
the subject. To this class Spiritualism 
Is a religion, de facto. To them there is 
something more than the demonstration 
that we live after the decease of the 
body. They are brought into relations 
with not only the spirits of those who 
have gone before, but with tbe spirit 
world as well. They have started on । 
an eternal march through tbe oncoming 
ages, and this march must ever be up- I 
ward. To them tbe mere matters of I 
truth and error are small affairs. We 
all make mistakes and grow in perfec­
tion as we discover them. The true 
plan is to learn all we can and avoid 
error as we learn to distinguish it, and 
when we find a weak brother or sister 
to surround him or her with the best 
possible conditions and bear with them 
and teach them as far as we know. 
“In union there is strength,” dud this 
class, naturally feeling the need of each 
other, long to be united under such a 
statement of principles as will enable 
them to understand and know each 
other when they meet for tbe first time. 
I feel, unworthy as I am. that I want to 
be associated with this class and to co­
operate with them. It seems to me that 
we can all work more efficiently in co­
operation than iu disintegration. Not 
that I would withdraw myself from 
any whom I might be able to assist In 
tho upward journey of life, but that we 
might assist each other in opening the 
eyes of the blind.
I would also distinguish between this 

statement of principles and a creed as 
ordinarily understood, in that, I would 
have no one tied to a certain set of ar- 
tides of faith fixed for all time. I 

' would have those articles . merely to 
state where we are with reference to 
the existence of a world of space, our 
charitable position to those who are 
morally, intellectually, or doctrinally 
different from us—merely a document 
to send to a relative or friend who has 
no conception of the progressive views 
of Spiritualists. Really if one may lec­
ture and explain our views or his views, 
I can see no reason why he should be 

^prohibited from having them in print 
and sending them to a friend. ,

It will now be seen, that I only believe 
In organization for those who want it 
To me it seems that Spiritualists are re­
garded as an Immense herd, and while 
one class believes they should be 
“rounded up,” the other believes they 
should be segregated, and these two ele­
ments In opposing each other, are en­
gaged In a useless task. Let them go 
as gravitation directs them. People 
who are not spiritually inclined, or 
whose poor Intellects are tied to horse 
races, mining or speculating, would not 
be efficient workers In organization hav­
ing for its object the higher develop-
ment ahd spiritual growth of the Indi- ad valorem.

institution's of a secular nature, for op­
posing all unjust, oppressive legislation 
and wiping out that which we already 
have, etc.?

These are a few questions that sug­
gest themselves to me as I reflect upon 
the present national organization.
. The Association is not entirely free 
from that Jubilee deficit yet, and still 
we are being asked for money for a 
souvenir presentation to that organiza­
tion.

As the boys would say: “Where are 
we going to chop off?” It is evident 
that many of our intelligent people 
would strive to raise the standard of 
Spiritualism by the popular means of 
vain glory, of high praises and presen­
tations. A show of appreciation Is all 
right, is manly, but It Is not good finan­
ciering, or at least good judgment to 
single out from among the many men 
and women of our ranks one as worthy 
of a golden crown above all others; 
single out an individual worker as more 
worthy to honor than others In the 
field. So long as there Is a debt upon 
the shoulders of the N. S. A it is the 
duty of that organization to strive by 
ail means at hand to pay that and then 
take up the next best thing that pre­
sents Itself.

I I am decidedly In fqvor of organiza­
tion if for nothing more than to stamp 
out the fast Increasing fraud. I am in 
favor of organization, because In union 
there Is strength. 1 am in favor of or­
ganization If by that organization the 
bonds of brotherhood can be strength­
ened; If by that means the noblest prin­
ciple of being shall be the power, the* 
lever, the cogs, the wheels, in fact if 
love and fellowship shall control the 
machine. But if greed, ambition to rule 
or ruin, partisan spirit and cliques are 
to be the moving force, with no work 
done but the maintenance of the organ­
ization; no aim higher than making 
speeches, holding banquets and public 
presentations and receptions for confer­
ring special honors on some and making 
others pay the expenses, there is but 
little use for an organization.

I Again, in view of tbe strife in former 
sessions of the N. S. A., and which will 
undoubtedly be repeated some time dur­
ing the approaching session, over the 
matter of a declaration,of principles, be 
it said to the honor of the cause, and 
as a compromise between factions, that, 
“Spiritualism means proof of conscious 
future existence and intercommunica­
tion between the earthly beings and 
those who have gone to the spirit 
sphere, through a great variety of man-

| Ifestatlons.”
“Universal freedom, universal broth- 

j erhood and truth,” our motto and 
watchword, with a business organiza­
tion, officered by economical, far-seeing, 
executive men and women, will be suf­
ficient in Itself to command the respect 
of the world and demand the right of 
existence as an institution of benefit, of 
worth, of morals and of advance 
thought.

For one, Interested In all local socie­
ties in all countries, all phases of medi­
umship, the highest Spiritualism, I hope 
the coming convention may be so guided 
In its actions by the higher Intelligences 
of both spheres of life as to carry out 
the most harmonizing plans, and not al­
most fatally disrupt the ranks of these 
millions of Independent thinkers who 
are gradually being drawn into the As­
sociation on business principles and for 
work. If some of the articles that have 
already gone before the convention and 
gone into pript were adopted It would 
certainly be calamitous to the cause.

Spiritualism means demonstrated con­
tinuity of life, and Is as demonstrable 
to the ignorant as to the Intelligent It 
Is more of a science in reality than it is 
a religion, because It solves the problem 
of life, not as a moral or immoral prin­
ciple; not as a religious or irreligious 
state; but as to the existence of con­
sciousness, intelligence, personal Iden­
tity of man beyond the grave.

Can we form a creed on that by 
which to encourage poor, weakly, 
creed-bound humanity to join us and 
make a success of Spiritualism? Can 
we formulate any declaration of prin­
ciples upon that by which intelligent, 
free-thinking humanity can be united 
for the great reformation that we hope 
to produce?

If it is to declare our sentiments to 
the world, we want, why not compile 
the entire diversity of sentiments, fads, 
idiosyncrasies, conjectures, isms and 
schisms into one' immense volume, or 
bible, if you please, and present it to 
the world? Otherwise it would be in­
complete in its 'representation and 
would create dissension in the ranks. 
We must get in a plank on re-embodi­
ment, one on spiritual, mental and 
Christian science; one on Christian Spir­
itualism; one on material Spiritualism; 
one on the molecular hypothesis brna- 
ture, etc., etc., ad infinitum, ad libitum,

A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 
FOR CONSIDERATION

As nothing can be more apparent than 
the widely divergent views entertained 
by hloyal Spiritualists on almost every 
question except the . essentially vital 
one of Spiritual communion itself, it is 
not surprising that with the approach 
of the seventh convention of the N, S. 
A. many enquiries should be heard as to 
whether it is possible for a}l or at any 
rate, for a majority of Spiritualists to 
agree upon a declaration of principles 
or statement of convictions sufficiently 
definite and wide-reaching to constitute 
an intelligible bond of fellowship be­
fore the world. It Is quite true that 
anything like a dogmatic or restrictive 
creed would be utterly repudiated by at 
least three-fourths of the delegates as­
sembled at an annual convention, and 
It is further true that were such a creed 
accepted by the entire convention it 
would excite indignation and arouse 
hostility over the land. Happily, how­
ever, there is no such alternative placed 
before the Spiritualists' of the United 
Stales or of the entire planet, as a dog­
matic creed or no declaration of prin­
ciples, consequently It Is within the 
province of reason to suggest as a bond 
of union some simple set of positive 
statements which may serve to show to 
the general public that organized Spirit­
ualists stand for,convictions of which 
they are not ashamed, while they stead­
ily refuse to bind themselves In 
shackles inconsistent with full mental 
liberty. No matter what some Spirit­
ualists believe and others disbelieve 
along strictly theological lines, all ore 
satisfied of the truth of spirit commun­
ion, or they would not and could not 
consistently call themselves Spiritual­
ists.

Though some honest seekers for light 
are greatly troubled because of the mot­
tled variety of spirit communications 
constantly received, some flatly contra­
dicting others in Important respects, wo 
utterly fall (if we are dispassionate phi­
losophers) to be at all disconcerted on 
that account, knowing as we must that 
if the life Immediately following trans­
ition is but the very next step In a spir­
it’s history, every peculiarity of men­
tal temperamentjis well as every strong 
conviction is carried over into the be­
yond. Spirit communion Is well-nigh 
universal, Spiritual manifestations as­
sert themselves spontaneously in unex­
pected places, therefore it need occasion 
no surprise that members of all relig­
ious bodies, together with people who 
have long been avowed materialists, 
are enrolled as members of Spiritual­
istic societies. To converse with some 
dwellers In the world of spirits and not 
with others, is in Itself a limited means 
of enlightenment, only fractional state­
ments of truth can be given from any 
of those local heavens which are inti­
mately associated with the earth. Wis­
dom and folly, kindness and cruelty, 
purity and impurity are all mental con­
ditions, whether they are given physical 
expression or not; It therefore follows 
of necessity that the entire gamut of 
human emotion is swept by spirit inter­
course and we may be both delighted 
and shocked by what Is revealed 
through mediumship, which is only a 
curtain raiser in many instances.

Mediumship does not constitute char­
acter, nor does it rudlmentarlly depend 
on anything further than unusual sen­
sitiveness of temperament; why then 
should Investigators knowing this fact 
be perplexed or terror-stricken because 
they make the discovery that there Is a 
vast psychic ocean in which Is con-, 
tained living creatures In all stages of 
development, from lowest to highest In 
the lengthiest scale we can appreciate?

Spiritualism is entirely moral In Its 
total tendency, but it reveals the actual 
temporal existence of , immoral states 
which are not eternal. No communi-' 
eating spirit, so far as we are aware, 
has ever sought to prove that a life of 
Injustice to others Induces happiness 
and peace In the hereafter. Shadows 
are cast by all unrighteousness, there­
fore the perpetrators of wrongs are not 
happy till they have reformed and 
made all possible restitution. .

The Spiritualistic movement Is large­
ly in a neuulbus condltlon, but the truth 
of spirit ^onimpnlon has been abund­
antly prayed times without number, it 
is therefore qujte in order for assem­
bled Spiritualist to announce to the 
world sojne such manifesto as the fol­
lowing, which though it might well be 
supplemented by additional declara­
tions, can scarecly.be charged with con­

taining anything more than every expe­

rienced and earnest Spiritualist can 
heartily endorse

1. We as human beings are spiritual 
entities over whose real constitution 
death can exert no influence.

2. We carry with us into the state of 
existence immediately following an 
earthly enbodlment all that constitutes 
our individuality as spiritual entities.

3. As spiritual communion can never 
depend on the presence of a physical in­
strument we know that telepathy and 
kindred mental phenomena are always 
normal to the awakened human spirit

4. As the power* to communicate with 
one another spiritually depends on spir. 
itual knowledge alone, it follows that 
physical dissolution cannot remove us 
to an Inaccessible condition.

5, A$ character is made up of affec­
tions which belong to the interior life of 
humanity, an^ character alone ensures 
true happiness, oui* welfare in the spir­
itual state Is wholly dependent upon 
what we are—not upon what we ap­
pear. • / • ‘ .

6. Knowing something of the Import­
ance of a pure interior life, we pledge 
ourselves to work tirelessly in the Inter­
est of pure thought, true speech and 
equitable action.

There are of course many distinctions 
to be drawn between the distinctively 
religious, philosophical and scientific 
phases of Spiritualism, and. it is but' 
natural that ^ome persons should lay 
far more stress .than others on certain 
aspects of the question as a whole.

Let the convention now about to as­
semble In Chicago take moderate but 
definite ground on the fundamentals of 
Spiritualism, and set to work to devise 
practical ,and economical ways and 
means for the promulgation of ac­
knowledged essentials, all doubtful 
points of doctrine may well be left out­
side the accepted declaration. We must 
agree to differ but we need not disagree.

W. J. COLVILLE.

N. S. A.; CONSIDERED.
Perfect Freedom to Think 

"and 'Reason.
A WlDtyFIELb FOR ARGUMENT 

AND DIFFERENCE.
As the time olPlhe National conven­

tion Is near, I wish to offer some re­
marks referring to matters that I be­
lieve should be reviewed on that occa­
sion. It is1 the cherished purpose of 
some members ofhthe N. S. A. to formu­
late a cfebd or code of belief that they 
hope wilK answer as a substitute for 
any of the forms of religion that are 
now iu vogue; that is, establish a new 
religion that WHf;elimlnute all supersti­
tion aud that will commend itself so 
forcibly to the approbation of emanci­
pated minds that have investigated and 
accepted the facts of spirit communion, 
that it will include all the requisites to 
join fnen together in a united member­
ship for the accomplishment of every 
good. Such a scheme Is Impracticable. 
No religious belief can be sustained that 
does not rest upon ultra-rational claims, 
and its adherents will be devoted in di­
rect ratio to Its absurdity. The essen­
tial quality of all religions is that they 
require faith for their acceptance in­
stead of reason. Spiritualism is found­
ed on tbe facts of spirit communion 
which can be examined nnd demon­
strated, and It has none of the elements 
that characterize a successful religion. 
Perfect freedom to think and reason is 
Incompatible with ar^y form of religion.

When spirit communion has been ac­
cepted there is at once a wide field for 
argument and difference because*of the 
nature of the Information tarnished by 
such communion; and each one must 
necessarily interpret for himself what 
he receives or comes in his way.

If then, tho N. B. A. cannot stand for 
a religion what shall be tbe explana­
tion for Its existence? The information 
that it publishes reaches a far less num­
ber of people than are supplied by any 
one of thedeading Spiritualist journals. 
Jts reports soon lose their vitality and 
lie as so much rubbish on the library 
shelves. If it:be said that the associa­
tion may be utilized in sending out mis­
sionaries or lecturers, it is doubtful if 
this can be done as economically as 
through tbe agency of local effort That 
the association bas not been regarded 
as an indispensable accessory for the 
promulgation of splritualjnformation is 
shown by its meagre support and the 
fact that its treasury has never suffered 
from plethora.

Spiritualists should recognize their ob­
ligation to take an active part In all re­
formatory and social work. They should 
prove themselves Interested and useful 
in supporting every measure that will 
improve or benefit mankind. It is not 
wise to do this as organized bodies of

THE TENDENCY TO FOSSILIZA- 
TION.

The question as viewed from pur 
standpoint can best be answered by 
first deciding what is meant by organ­
ization. If it Is to establish ecclesiastical 
machinery with its courts before which 
the conscience of the individual thinker 
will be arraigned and a sentence pro­
nounced or approval given as far as the 
mental and spiritual development of the 
court is able to decide which is orthodox 
and which is heterodox in the interpre­
tation of the truths of the spiritual phil­
osophy, we emphatically pronounce 
against It, as it would be an alliance 
with the powers of darkness, subverting 
the intent and purpose of those forces 
that unlocked the door and'showed the 
illuminated pathway which should be 
trod by the soul on Its journey to the 
heavenly city.

If by a national organization under 
the auspices of the National Association 
is implied the fact that those who be­
lieve In the truths of the spiritual phil­
osophy can and will come into com­
munion and compare notes; discussing 
the best methods not of how to attain 
the highest seat, sitting in ecclesiastical 
authority over their fellow beings, but 
how best to promulgate the truth by 
placing missionaries in the field, earnest 
and conscientious workers who will 
give tueir best efforts in showing man­
kind that brighter and more beautiful 
phase of their existence, If that is or­
ganization we give it our hearty en­
dorsement.

While it Is the mission of Spiritualism 
to point out the better way, presenting 
to the soul facta that are incontroverti­
ble evidence to prove that the spiritual 
life Is the real, that those treasures 
which perish not with their using are 
the ones that should be given the most 
attention in contradistinction of tuat 
abnormal • grasping after material 
wealth which will In any one who 
comes under its malignant Influence 
destroy those finer and more beneficent 
sentiments which should be the main­
spring of action with every one claim­
ing to have developed to the civilized 
human. Spiritualism also has at pres­
ent, considering the amount of the­
ological obstructions that the ages have 
accumulated, an iconoclastic mission to 
perform, a reaching forth of its power­
ful arm and smashing those obstacles 
which have caused and are causing at 
the present time many honest but in­
experienced souls to stumble In their 
efforts to reach a higher vantage 
ground.

Tbe tendency of all organizations, 
whether of a political or religious na­
ture, has been, no matter how much 
they were illuminated and Inspired 
with the heavenly light and energy at 
their inception, as soon as they began 
to crystniize Into an external organiza­
tion fosslilzntion began to put in Its 
deadly work; the celestial fire on their 
altars began to grow dim, while the lust 
for wealth and worldly honor became 
more and more the predominating mo­
tive. Let there be something new under 
the sun. Let it be said aud realized 
that the shackles for once have been 
broken which held the aspirations of 
the soul down, limiting its growth to 
the boundaries placed by the creedal 
systems which, like the fabled monster, 
turned to stone those who looked upon 
Its features; but let the soul life keep 
expanding, and it best can be done by 
removing the boundaries of Its present 
limitations.

Whatever may be the conflict In re­
gard to opinions, a striving to see who 
will possess those external symbols 
labeled orthodox, it Is a truth observant 
to those who have entered the spiritual 
temple and can witness the internal 
growth of the soul life, that the causes 
which separated mankind, divided them 
Into warring factions whether on ques­
tionsofa political or religious nature, are 
losing their hold, and tbe power that is 
bringing them into a closer communion 
Is the spiritual nature of man; and that 
while it asserts with a voice that has 
no uncertain meaning in its sound that 
each one must for themselves work out 
their own salvation, It causes those In­
dividual forces to harmonize, which 
when dominated by the'old ecclesiasti­
cal systems only resulted In a further 
estrangement.

If Spiritualism has placed Its adher­
ents upon a higher plane of thought and 
life, it must acknowledge the indepen­
dence of individual action; leaving each 
one to work out the problems according 
to tbe methods that appear best adapted 
to their environments, the only badge of 
recognition being honesty of purpose.

If the complaint Is made that it is im­
possible under the present system to 
procure the funds to carry on the work 
of propaganda, who then even would 
wish to pattern after the methods of 
the Romish church, by which It is en­
abled to build its costly cathedrals, and 
enabling its mitered potentates to revel 
in luxury while the victims of their 
greed are destitute.

Spiritualism has a blessed mission to 
perform to build a church triumphant 
In the conscience and quickened aspira­
tions of each individual soul, and not an 
external organization which will perish 
with the using, and such an effort by its

Without Creed or Organiza 
tion, It Is Conquering 

the World.
A SOURCE OF WEAKNESS INDI­

CATED.
The N, S. A. has had able and well 

qualified officers, from Its incipiency, 
none could have been more efficient, 
but its Condition has always been one of 
weakness and not of vital strength. ‘

Were I to indicate one of the most 
prominent and radical causes of weak­
ness incident to the N. S. A., I would 
without hesitation say: The evident de­
termination on the part of prominent 
managers and supporters, to foist some­
thing in the nature of a creed upon the 
Spiritualist body public. The evident 
response to the attempt to fossilize a 
creed shows its unwisdom; and the 
creed itself, if formulated and promul­
gated, with all the ex-cathedra powers 
of the N, S. A. to give It force and au­
thority (without which It would be use­
less) would prove h power for disinte­
gration rather than for concentration 
and strength. • * ’

Dictatorship In * matters of opinion 
and belief is something that will not 
win with so Independent a body of 
thinkers as compose tbe mass of Spirit­
ualists.

The thought has been advanced by 
advocates of a “Declaration of Princi­
ples,” as a reason for putting forth 
such declaration that “the building up 
of another sect Is not desirable ♦ ♦ but 
ail our efforts so far tend In that direc­
tion only.” Does not all church history 
prove that the “sects” have been bulld- 
ed up and fossilized, each around Its 
“creed,” Its declaration of principles as 
a nucleus? Does uot the argument cut 
against those who uso It?* If another 
sect Is not desirable let us not under­
take to formulate anything In the na­
ture of a creed; for, if we do, “We must 
necessarily occupy the position of a 
clique or sect.” Such seems to be the 
lesson of logic and of history.

Spiritualists do not need nor want an 
organization to work for or formulate a 
creed; and the persistent efforts toward 
this end have been a source of weak­
ness to the N. S. A. Spiritualists are 
and will be free and independent, pro­
gressive thinkers.

It has been suggested that It is possi­
ble to formulate a general set of prin­
ciples that will cover every shade of 
opinion, that it is quite feasible and the 
proper plan to allow all shades of opin­
ion to be reflected in the Spiritualists’ 
Declaration of Principles. This is truly 
a very liberal method, and most certain­
ly It is the only plan upon which there 
could be any agreement among Spirit­
ualists. It would allow each one to get 
in his Molecules, Vibrations, Bible, Nat­
ural Law, or anything else that stands 
as a principle to him.

To illustrate, let us try our hand at It:
1. We believe In an Infinite Intelli­

gence, the creator and ruler of tbe unl-
verse.

We don’t believe in any such being 
thing as an Infinite Intelligence, etc.

3. We believe in reincarnation as 
fact in Nature and Life.

or

a

We believe reincarnation Is an utter 
delusion, incapable of proof, and con­
trary to science and natural evolution­
ary processes.

4. We believe In God.
We don’t believe In God.
5. We believe in Theosophy and 

Christian Science.
We believe Theosophy Is not In ac­

cord with Spiritualism and Christian 
Science Is neither Christian nor scien­
tific.

Lastly, to sum up: We believe
You can and you can’t;
You shall and you shan’t;
You will and you won’t;
You'll be damned if you do,
You’ll be damned If you don’t

Such a declaration might outvie 
Joseph's coat of many colors, and would 
express tbe variant views held b.y good 
Spiritualists; and If a sufficient number 
of articles were thus formulated, all 
would find their individual beliefs ex­
pressed, and by all shutting their eyes 
to the “other” parts, all would be happy.

It has been suggested that it is not 
necessary that a National Spiritualist 
Organization should comprise all classes 
that claim to be Spiritualists; that iu 
fact, it might properly exclude all per­
sons whose views should not be in 
agreement with the “principles” laid 
down in the constitution and by-laws.

There It is—the same old “Christian” 
plan of “we orthodox” fellows in a 
manner excommunicating “you hetero­
dox” ones who do not and cannot 
square yourselves by our orthodox 
standard. That would be the tendency 
and final end of such a plan.. Well, 
there is plenty of room outside, with

It is doubtless the case that trickery. Spiritualists. Nd sect can engage In 
is mixed with mediumship In many In- such efforts without belittling the work
stances, but we have no right to spurn 
tbe gold because we reject alloy. No 
earthly system is at present Infallible, 
there is some corruption everywhere, 
but allowing for all the fraud that has 
ever been detected in the ranks of al­
leged mediumship, Spiritualists are no 
worse off than are other people. Spir­

by giving it a subordinate place that de­
tracts from the’seriousness of its ac­
complishment It would Hie better to 
join at oncA without any religious pre­
tense, such *socleti^ as are specifically 
organized fdr philanthropic purposes, 
than to see# to do inch work as bodies 
of Spiritualists. ' v

It is InclifabenVBn those who advo-

professed adherents is looked upon with 
sorrow by those translated and*illumi­
nated souls who while in earth life suf­
fered that the limitations of the creedal 
systems might be removed, that the 
soul could be free to progress on its 

-spiritual journey. Let us be faithful to 
the truth, though we, like them, are 
called to walk In tribulation, for 
thereby other lives will be brightened 
and a knowledge of the immortal life 
be extended.

HAMILTON DeGRAW.
Shakers, N. Y.

it is quietly Invading and suaslvely , 
pervading the churches, Including the 
ministry,-notwithstanding the fierce on-
slaughts of some doughty defenders of 
the petrified faith of orthodoxy, who 
fear that God will be tumbled headlong 
from his throne if orthodoxy is under­
mined and overthrown.

This silent, pervasive, spiritual influ­

ence is irresistibly conquering the 
world; the sermons of the clergy show 
it; the columns pf the press demon­
strate the fact; the changed attitude of 
scientists proves it; tbe open acknowl­
edgment of statesmen and men and wo­
men of letters establishes the claim. 
Spiritualism is converting the world to 
its truth and its philosophy—-and it is 
doing this without imposing organiza­
tion, without creed, without the eclat 
of grand outward show, by Its convinc­
ing phenomena and Its sweetly reason­
able philosophy, which have no need of 
creed now, more than in the past.

JA^. C. UNDERHILL.
Hammond, Ind.

SYSTEMATIC EFFORT.
On Wise Lines of Utility.
MANY QUESTIONS ARISE AS TO 

FITNESS AND QUALIFICATION.
In the upbuilding of a structure with 

world-wide variety of material, new la 
construction, finish and design, many 
questions must naturally arise ps to AN 
ness and qualification of the basic met­
als in construction, and wisdom as to 
their various uses and proper place­
ments, in the minds of the builders.

The wise builder will not refuse any 
available brick or stone, even though 
in rough habiliments, but makes his 
concrete of the lesser rocks, and co 
meats his brick with mortar whose 
basic properties have passed through 
the fires of refining, lays his foundation 
of the solid rock, and carefully adjusts 
each separate brick upon its base, and

V.

V

reserves his lighter work aud rarer ma* ; ;
terial for the adornment and artistic 
finish of bis temple, that it may not be 
repellant to the indweller aud wor* 
shiptx He does not build his super­
structure on porous rock from lavs 
beds, nor with lime from peat, or bricks 
with straw, for durability, nor continue 
bls ground material to Its dome or organ 
loft, but each to Its proper place and 
use. Without the base there can be no 
structure, but tbe onyx and alabaster 
and foil of gold remain for beautifying 
and adornment, aud without which its 
uses are incomplete.

We have had 50 years of disorganized 
Spiritualism, without much if any con­
centration of effort to any fixed pur­
pose, not unlike a lost but ever-increas­
ing herd of sheep without shelter or 
corral, aud no kindly and wise shepherd 
to guard against the invasion of the 
wolves of treachery and rapine, and to * 
gather up the tender ones of the fiock 
and bring them to fold from tempest 
and storm without. We have been a"
nomadic itinerant race, surfeited on th© t . 
red fire and brass band of phenomena ’ ^ 
which we have followed, and famished *r 
by dearth of the lute of harmonics, tho 
words of inspired knowledge, ami wis­
dom of more heavenly teachings, and 
that fraternal ministration that wisely 
and tenderly comforts aud cares for Its 
own. .

Every ship that sails must needs take 
on its barnacles, but it ns surely in due | 
times comes into port and goes to dry 
dock for their removal, and tbe safety 
of future voyages.

Systematic and organized efforts on 
wise lines of utility, are of the utmost 
importance, and will crystallize and 
formulate Into strength aim usefulness 
all the unadulterated properties of tho 
whole, with a dignity of purpose and an 
abiding latitude of good. Not even 
heaven Itself could exist In accord with 
Itself without system and order. Lei*—< 
us seek guidance of the higher law and ) 
note how In the starry way, each its 
proper revolution and position keeps, 
lending Its lustre to a lesser light, and 
o’er-flecklng a night of doubt, with a 
gleam of joy and hope to a weary world 
of desolation and of tears.

ADDIE L. BALLOU.
San Francisco, Cal. I

DEAD PEOPLE LIVE.
----------  1

All Else Is Your Opinion and 
Mine.

ONLY ONE THING THAT MAKES 
A SPIRITUALIST. *

To tbe Editor:—The utility of an or­
ganized. legalized body to represent 
Spiritualists before the world, iu so- 
called “secular” matters can bo under-

beautiful fields and gardens of thought, stood without argument. But to repro

Ituallsm inevitably lends itself to the ____,
gratification of the popular love of the cate the maintenance of a national or- 
marvelous, and so long as there are ganization ^6 shov^ wherein It has been 
people who demand mystifying shows.

■ vMual, would be a dead weight upon a 
body of Spiritualists of the opposite 

’ quality, and on the contrary, Spiritual­
ists seeking mental and spiritual 
growth would .become very restive tied 

. down to an adverse party. * .
□fours, for the largest freedom, 
Norton, Kans. ; D. W. H£LL.

“Wedding Chimes. By Delpha Pearl 
Hughes”. A tasty, beautiful and ap-1 
propriate wedding souvenir. Contains •

Why not break the prosaic monotony 
of creeds and adopt something like this:

We believe— .. v
In an overruling power, principle and

‘ - . plot, -. ■ •
Potency, omnipresence, but hardly know 

just what;-: ;.
That is everywhere existent, yet we feel 

: ahd see it not, ' -
But believe the God of Christians is the 

. veriest of_rot. .

marriage ceremony, : marriage certifi­
cate, etc., with choice matter in poetry 
and prose. Specially designed for the 
nee of the Spiritualist and Liberal mln- 
iatry. Price |L For sale at this office

’ We believe— . / ' ' ;
In eternal conscious spirit, in a life be* 

yond the grave; • •
In our conscience as the ruler o’er our 

' being; not as slave; A’

but are not disposed to undertake the 
somewhat arduous work of scientific 
investigation or philosophic examina­
tion, there will probably be a supply to 
meet the sensational demand. Many 
people are greatly attracted by flaming 
advertisements and insist upon patron­
izing whatever satisfies their Intense af­
fection for the strange and the preten­
tious; such people continue to feed char­
latanism in the name of Spiritualism or 
occultism, and without defending trick­
ery, sober Judgment compels the ad­
mission that it answers a present de­
mand: even though an abnormal one. 
So much passion is allowed to enter a 
discussion of the fraud element in Spir­
itualism, that the situation becomes in­
creasingly complicated in consequence 
.of the violence of the assertions made 
by those who unsparingly condemn and 
those who blindly uphold adulterated 
mediumship. We are quite sure, when 
we reason soberly, that out of a. mass 
of error grains of truth are often to be 
sifted, and as we need to use discrimi­
nation at all times, discretion being in 
place everywhere, the wisest counsel is, 
Keep your faculties on the alert wher-

of special efficiency in adding to the. 
know!edge:?ind in disseminating spirit­
ual truth. [If the Association Is a mere 
formality—^conventional society hbld
together in,compliance with the usages 
of custom, 4t would be well to disband 
it, for Spirft&alism^oes not require any 
expenditure through such a channel to 
commend its facts Yo the seekers after 
truth. 5

Finally, th’e questions to be answered 
are: Has thb N. S. k steadily increased 
in influence since Its Incorporation, and 
has Its benefits been commensurate 
with the expenditure involved? As an 
auxiliary to the Cause of Spiritualism 
has Its record proved that it Is indis­
pensable and ^entitled to a continued 
support? These points should come be­
fore the convention and be judiciously
decided. C. H. MURRAY.

Things That Weaken Our Cause.
I have about come to the conclusion 

that we cannot at present be more than 
missionaries in our methods. That Spir­
itualism has accomplished a wonderful 
wtrk in liberalizing public sentiment, 
we cannot doubt That it will continue 
to lead along the Unes of the past we 
fully believe., I hoped for organization 
for business . purposes. I desire no 
creed, no fossilized forms of worship. 
To me the title of “Rev.”, as adopted 
by su many of our workers, is extreme­
ly distasteful. The most of them, like 
myself, possessing simply a common 
school education, this supplement­
ed by mcdiumlstic gifts, more or less 
developed by a spirit band, constitutes 
no claim to a title. I feel the practice 
weakens our cause, just as a mixture of 
fraudulent tests and doubtful phenom­
ena brings the blush of shame to all 
conscientious workers. This subject is 
obe which to mb is all important

: . A. E. SHEETS. .

■“The Priest, the Woman, and the Con- 
fe«iona.L” This - book, by the ' welt 
known Father Ghiniquy, reveals the de­
grading, Impure influences and results 
of-the Romish confessional, as proved 
by the and experience of many wrecked 
Uvea. Price, by mail |L .For sale at 
this office. ’

“From Night to Morn, or An Appeal 
to the Baptist Church.” By Abby A. 
Judson. Gives an account of her experi­
ence In passing from the old faith of her 
parents to the light and knowledge of 
Spiritualism. It is written In a sweet 
spirit, and Is well adapted to place la 
the hands of Christian people. Price

and better still—liberty.
Besides, where would be the propriety 

of taking the name of “National Spirit­
ualists,” when you are really only the 
representative of but a few out of the 
great mass of true and sincere Spirit­
ualists of the Nation?

If there must be an organization upon 
any such plan, let It omit “National” 
from Its title and adopt some cognomen 
more modest, more becoming, more ex­
pressive of the facts.

The idea of a few Individuals, repre­
senting probably less than one-tenth of 
-the Spiritualists of this Nation, after 
cutting themselves off from the great 
body of Spiritualists by adopting a 
creed and by-laws that exclude nine 
Spiritualists out of every ten in the 
land, then arrogating to themselves the 
name National Spiritualists. It reminds 
one of the manifesto of the poor tailors 
of Dooley street: “We, the People of 
England,------ .”

It does not seem possible that the N. 
8. A. will ever be guilty of such super­
lative folly as that would be.

There should be organization for 
business purposes, on business princi­
ples—and this does not cover the formu­
lation and promulgation of a creed or 
“declaration of principles.” It is no 
more necessary for purposes of busi­
ness organization and work, that there 
shall be a creed formulated, than that 
the organizing of a body of bankers or 
farmers should set forth a statement of 
their religious beliefs and predilections.

If our thinkers will look closely into 
the ways and means whereby our cause 
has heretofore won its way against all 
antagonistic forces—the ignorance, the 
prejudices, the church antagonism, “the 
world, the flesh and the devil” com­
bined—we will find that Spiritualism is 
essentially a diffusive Influence, in It­
self, spreading and conquering, not by 
means of an objective grand’organiza­
tion, but by the more potent silent force 
of spiritual impact upon the thought, 
the spirit entity, of individuals and the 
world of man. This silent yet mighty 
force, this influence of diffusive spirit­
ual impact, has wrought wonders such 
as no earthly man-made objective or­
ganization, with never so good or so un­
objectionable a creed or declaration of 
principles, could have accomplished. 
And this same spiritual force is still dlf- 
fuslhg Spiritualism In the minds and 
hearts and spiritual life of humanity. 
Like an atmosphere it is being breathed, 
and consciously or unconsciously asslm-

sent Spiritualism in any form of creed 
or formula of so-called •’principles” it 
an Impossible thing. And * impossible 
things should not he undertaken.

All such existing organizations have 
crystallized about a belief, dogma, doc­
trine or object already existing aud de­
fined to form around. We are asked to 
begin at the other end—to hunt up 
something to organize upon.

There is only one thing that makes a 
Spiritualist: A knowledge that, there 
are dead people living. And this by • ' 
evidence given by methods of Intelli­
gent communication and Identification. 
All else is your opinion and mine, as te 
what that fact says to our comprehen­
sion. You can’t organize that fact 
away, nor add to it or take from it by 
any mere getting together of words,' 
people, titles, priests, dictators, theo­
rists or philosophers. Nor can you im­
prove upon IL

The experiment so far made in thU^-; 
existing N, S. A. is not encouraging. 7 

They say it is needed for business pur* 

poses. The business result visible 4s 
getting in debt, and persistent fault­
finding begging to pay the debt con­
tracted by unbusinesslike methods.

The annual meetings have been large­
ly devoted to getting positions, by proxy 
votes and such ward-like political cau* 
cus methods. And Instead of hearing 
of the conditions in tbe spiritual fiekL 
as a rule it is about the personality of 
officials.

The next thing conspicuous is an at­
tempt to regulate and run mediumship 
and mediums, to the destruction of the 
morale and esprit de corps of the world 
.ers and of tbe rank and file. Theresa# 
been more bad blood stirred up by th# 
official entourage of the N. S. A. in two 
years than In all the years preceding. •

Spiriualism has grown and flourished . 
despite all that official utterance hat c 
been able to discredit it This is patent 
to those outside as well as inside the 
ranks. ' . , • . - ; <

• If a change of management and anV 
mus cannot be made, it were a blessing 
to end it r SAR’GIB. 7

•‘Three Jubilee Aectures” By J. M. 
Peebles, M. D.^ Dr. -Peebles is a 
trenchant and instructive writer and 
lecturer, and these three addresses on 
the occasion of and pertinent to the 
Jubilee of Modern . Spiritualism, are 
well worthy of being preserved In this 
tasty form, In print Price, 85 cent^ 
For sale at this office.

^^a^afe
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SPIRITUALISM A FORCE
To Condemn Is Easier Than 

to Aid.

INCONSISTENT CRITICS OF THE | 
DUTIES AND POSSIBILITIES 
OF SPIRITUALISTS - ORGANIZA- 

/ TION NEEDS -OPPOSERS’ FAL­
LACIES.

To suggest organized effort by the 
Spiritualists,- has beeu for years to 
cause the angularities of morbid phe­
nomenalists and rabid haters of auy 

. union that tends toward power, or 
might cause financial necessities to be 
rutiled and vigorously displayed in op­
position. What they are not fitted for, 
others must be debarred from. “My 
Spiritualism” should be the ruling Spir- 
itualism! has too long held the sway of 
making a united cause in Spiritualism 
an impossibility. A great variety of in­
competent would-be leaders have pre­
vented competency from assuming 
effort. With desultory struggles aud 
fluctuating life of ill-begotten and weak 
local organizations, disgust has resulted 
in an opinion of impossibility. Because 
of failure to properly organize, the Spir­
itualist has often concluded it cannot 
be done. What is the half-century rec­
ord of modern Spiritualists?

At first the evidence of Intelligent and 
positive communion with the spirits of 
earth's denizens who bad gone through 
death’s gateway, sped over the world 
and caused devoted application to dis­
cover its truth. It was of vital import­
ance to every mind that had been 
groping in tbe dark to discover some 

.. way that led to the light of life beyond 
■ ; the gloomy realm of material environ- 
/ment.

Materialism-had been dominating the 
; • mind aud disorganizing systems of 

thought based upon theory or faith. 
. - Human reason saw uothing inconsistent 

. . In tbe desire for positive truth.
’ • The Inherent impulse to worship had 

bullded systems of ceremonialism based 
upon fear of an infinite creator and 
judge, aud reason taught its incon­
sistency. People became strongly de­
sirous of some positive knowledge. 
Thus the “raps” revamped philosophy 

; by its scientific proof of life’s con­
tinuity. The first investigators of occult 
phenomena were philosophical and sci- 

. .. entitle; lienee the early meetings held 
’ by Spiritualists were for tlie discussion 

of problems relative to earth and spirit 
life, Tbe first associations of Spiritual­
ists—indeed until about 1880—there was 

< no thought of placing phenomena upon 
the lecture platform. There was no de- 

; velopinent of mediumship for descrip­
tive exercise until these later years. 
Then came a complication of platform 
interests—both for the society and the 

j medium or speaker. People who had a 
: / curiosity to “see something” rather

izatlon to unfold the greater possibili­
ties of spirit communion, and to assist 
each earnest soul who Is struggling for 
this great comforter, helper and ed­
ucator.

What have contradictory spirits to do 
with the value of an organization of 
mortals, whose alms are to discover thc 
conditions of spirit life, and benefit by 
the teachings thereof? They are parts 
of the whole from whom we imbibe 
truth—and the truth they tell of in- 
dlvlduall>m is of tbe supremest import­
ance. It is not the spirits we have or­
ganized into a body, but the Spiritual­
ists of earth.

The N. S. A. is a human machine cre­
ated by earth persons for their benefit, 
and not to dictate to the spirit world, 
nor in any way create laws therefor. 
What right of knowledge has auy oue 
to say that “contradictions” by spirits 
-should not exist, and can as easily be 
settled there as we can discover here 
the difference between sweet and sour? 
The comparison is not logical. You had 
best prove that earth people can settle 
their “contradictious” on many simple 
propositions, as readily. But humanity 

sadly fails to do so.
Has there ever been a claim that the 

“philosophy or science” of Spiritualism 
is based upon anything else than “the 
laws or methods used by spirits to con­
verse with mortals?” If so I have been 
a superficial observer. Spiritual philoso­
phy and science are each founded ouly 
upon spiritual law—and obedience to 
law.can be the only method by which 
spirits converse with mortals. No act 
or force or form can be outside of law. 
To be above Jaw is an impossibility.

It is to develop a knowledge of law 
and of facts In life that the Spiritualists 
need an organized effort to discover. 
What great forces of the world have- 
been made fruitful of human good 
without combined effort to develop its 
power and prevalence? To “let alone” 
means to fail to enjoy. We must wait 
forever In life, to obtain the best on 
earth or In spirit realms, if we fail to 
labor for acquisition. Plainly, then, we 
needs must acquire more when we 
make a joint effort.

The business purposes of corporations 
to develop the telegraph and telephone 
has no parallel in the virtues of spirit 
telegraphy and spirit telephoning, ex­
cept as viewed by the worldly interests 
of persons who see only a business 
scheme therein. Tbe need of Spiritual­
ists to organize, is to rid the world of 
such base use, which Is equal to "steal- 
jug the livery of heaven to serve the 
devil in.” Treat the spirit messages as 
merchandise? No! Aud yet we need 
organization in order to protect the 
“messages” from sordid sale by prop­
erly supporting worthy mediums for 
more perfect possibility.

I The teachings of these messages re­
late to the soul-life,.to all that has or 
can constitute “religion.” Religion Is 
not (or should not be) a matter of mer­
chandise, as are the material adjuncts 
of religious institutions. The sermon, 
the lecture, the message, the spirit man­
ifestation, may each be sold—but the 
enjoyment and utilization thereof is a 
question of personal capacity beyond 
the power of purchase. That which Is 
entirely for earthly comfort or aliment 
Is merchantable and can be controlled 
by organization for only worldly pur­
poses. Surely, If earth-blessings can be 
derived from organization (for business 
purposes aloue) we can equally derive 
soul-blessing by organizing to develop 
the forces that feed and satisfy the 
soul. To such a need does Spiritualism 
ask for an organization. It cannot be 
treated as we use that which relates 
only to our physical plane of life.

As institutions of learning, music or 
art, arc organized for a specific purpose, 
so can spiritual truth be made the ob­
jective around which can be rallied the 
allegiance of humanity. We need the 
institution that spiritually educates, as 
sadly (perhaps more so) as we do tlie 
schools for propagation of worldly 
science and genius.

I A scientific proof of continuity In ex­
istence is better than all the faiths in 
Immortality. A religion that falls to 
prove its teachings or creed is worthless 
beside the one that Is based only upon 
proof. The world bas been cursed by 
false teachings relative to “life beyond 
the grave.” The specific value of Spirit­
ualism is that it proves the exact status

LIBERTY OF THOUGHT.
Can Spiritualism Be Organ 

ized Upon the Basis of 
a Religion?

8PHHTS ARE ALE FRIENDS OF
MENTAL FREEDOM-HAVE 
FERENT VIEWS UPON 

QUESTIONS'OF LIFE.
The years go by and we still

DIIP- 
ALL

have
with us the effete National Spiritualists* 
Association, with fine and expensive 
offices in Washington, D. C., a president 
and a secretary drawing good salaries, 
aud a board of trustees, elected by dele­
gates convened at an annual conven­
tion held lu the great capital of the na­
tion. These conventions can never be 
said to have represented the Spiritual­
ists of America, but they have been a 
small Eastern party who have had “go 
aud grit” and have sustained their pet 
machine for the purpose of personal 
security and advancement. This is the 
first time iu its history that the con­
vention has been moved from Wash­
ington, this Is the first time really that 
the officers will be elected in a manner 
that can be said to be free from the 
politician and the Boss. If ever the time 
can be when Spiritualism can be organ­
ized, it surely must be now, and if ever 
the time can come when the office- 
seeker and the Boss can be killed it is 
now. Spiritualism is in dire need. It 
stands awaiting the true leader, the 
high-gifted leader with that power of 
utterance and inspiration that can make 
a cause strong and irresistible. The 
greatest reform movements of the 
world have been won by agitation. 
Spiritualism is hardly a reformatory 
movement, it is unique, original, it is 
something entirely new in the world of 
actual facts. It is a new study for the 
world, and not in any sense whatever a 
reform. It comes to the world with 
facts of spirit return. It starts with the 
spiritual visitor. He is the wonderful 
stranger who has come to us, he has 
come to advise and counsel with us, as 
well as to bring to us the fact of spirit 
return.

He comes to us as a plain spirit, not 
a priest, not a pope, uot an ordained 
authority upon lines of creed and 
dogma; but just a spirit with the 
thought and voice of an individual 
domiciled in the sphere of nature a step 
removed from us.

The inhabitants of the sphere are not 
alike in mentality nor opinion, they 
have different views upon all the guess 
questions of life. They are all friends 
of mental freedom.

They have not made in their sphere 
any organization bused upon formula

surely there are enough of them in the 
world to pick over without trying to 
forge another oue. Don’t you think so?

Can you carve a new religion out of 
tlie old religion? L } .

Are you going to reform—dress up 
anew—some of the limbs of 'the old re- 
Hoons’ . „

Are you going to bonp^v a Gou. 
What God will you borrow?.

This convention is J going ’to discuss 
the formation of a basic creed, i tell it 
that it has a mighty task op hand. As 
great a task as • evdr faced human

ri

thought aud effort. . . ( ;
May I ask, which God aye. you golug 

to borrow from the rest of the old re­
ligions? Are you atyare that all the 
stuff out of which Gods are made is 
used up, so that you Twill h^ve to bor­
row an old God, do just as well as you 
can? You are not going "t6 fabricate 
anything that the world has not had 
before.

Think a little. Are you in wise and 
practical business trying to make Spirit­
ualism Into a religion?. Are you not 
shooting Niagara? Are you not beating 
the air? Blowing soap bubbles like so 
many children?

Oh, enlightened man, thou man 
speaking with ghosts from another 

'world, why standest thou in need of a 
religion? Const thou not die cheerfully 
now, knowing that thou art but going 
io thy friends on the other side? Going 
home to mother.

Ask thy heart if. this be not the fact 
that, because thou hast lost faith In 
ghosts coming from the unseen, lost 
faith in true mediumship, lost the facts 
of spirit return, is it not this that the 
practical realization of spirit return has 
weakened in our so-called leaders of 
Spiritualism to such an extent that 
they are more prone to trust philosophy 
than fact, faith than experiment? Have 
not these so-called leaders cried fraud 
so long that they have lost all real be­
lief In the fact of spirit return?

A man can dwell upon imposture so 
long that bls mind can see nothing else 
anywhere..

Men cry for a creed when they have 
lost faith in medlumistie reality and 
truth.

This is the cause of the change of 
base.

Religion means trust in God. Obey 
God rather than man. Religion means 
God. Religion means worship of in­
finite sovereignty—the fountain and 
author of all truth. The giver of all

ORGANIZE
For the Welfare and Happi 

ness of Mankind.
SOCIOLOGIC, RELIGIOUS AND 

LITICAL REFORMS.
PO-

than to “know something" Hocked to 
the halls, and meetings became profit­
able to the speculator in mediumship. 
The decadence of mental Interest en­
sued with tbe evolution of physical 
forces to gratify sense faculties—the 
philosophy gave way to phenomena; 
and we ore yet in the physical era of 

• Spiritualism rather than the mental, 
moral and spiritual. This condition ac­
counts for all of the chaos relative to 
organizing the cause of Spiritualism; 
and yet an association of Spiritualists 

-should represent the composite con­
dition of Spiritualism. But it is not tlie 
entire compound of conflicting interests 
that they who are laboring to construct 
an organized body can hope to har­
monize. Because there are so many 
varied kinds of Spiritualists and In­
terests in Spiritualism, the necessity for 
an associated body is accelerated. You 

' state it correctly when you say, Ml 
Editor, “That which flows from spirit 
communion constitutes in all respects 
the basic structure of Spiritualism.” 

; Hold to the statement that it Is "spirit 
communion” we are seeking, more than 

. only “spirit phenomena.”
Spirit life has been proven by the 

“phenomena” of varied character.
‘ The real value of all spirit phenomena 
is to obtain spirit communion. When 
convinced of the fact that spirits can 
communicate by the psychic forces of 
our organisms, and of the earth, and , of evcry pei.sou lu spll.H llfe_aIlli 
thus establish an Intellectual rapport, points the way to progress aud utility, 
the psychical phases (or non-intellec- which are the highest possible means of 
tual) grows to be of lesser importance, salvation. Thus Spiritualism Is a re-
We no longer are bothered by the facts ijgjon and the Spiritualists can create a 
of low-orders, mentally and morally, in church. Because churches have failed 
spirit life. We are seeking the more jn much, it stands uot that a church 
developed; and surely the wiser are uot niay not succeed in much. If a church 
barred where the ignorant and impure is bot the highest type of human in- 
are able to go. stltutions for spiritual truth and human

We do not organize our cities nnd progress, yet a spiritual church, or even 
states upon the p ane of the lower types k busluos8 organlzaUoil to develop

HU'^n ^ Sl 0I1i greater-spiritual possibility, is a step Inof the learned to unfold safe plans, and a(]rnnce.
thus hold the inferior in subjection. We need to make advance! None will 
Governments find laws necessary for the jj)Ce]y deny that. We cannot advance 
evil-doer more than tho lover nnd de- py only destroying; but must supplant 
votee of right. To organize Spiritualists by constructing. We want old systems 
there must be a domination of the an(j superstitions to fade away, and
higher types of spiritual men and humanity be enlightened in true ways
women who shall hold in subjection the of nfCt Yet we feel afrajd of rcsult8 as 
instincts of low humanity to debase “the burnt child dreads the fire,” hence 
God’s best gifts. omit all relation thereto instead of

To organize all the heterogeneous making a defense that will protect us
mass of scientists, philosophers, occult- whilst we force utility therefrom, 
ists, and fakers, Into a combination Instead of decrying good endeavor, 
with Spiritualists who seek "spirit coin- we should help; at least encourage. One 
munion,” and spiritual and mental step In advance prepares the way for 
growth, is indeed an impossibility-aud others to follow. Each philosopher more 
no ™cl» P1’01™^hion has ?vcr b«G° ma< G- liberal than his predecessor, causes all 
« T inS come 0 organize the lbe rest to advance; and each church or
Spiritualists upon a spiritual basis. sect that moves away from the rubbish 
There has been no effort to organize of tjle past or tlns (be fanow ground of 
Spiritualism! That must ever be be- fact, creates tbe Impulse to lead all to 
yond our ability to organlze-because it grander attainments.
represents all truth, all fact, all life, yye need the Spiritualist organization 
and is organized into Nature’s wonder- to lead the hosts of darkened minds to 
ful aggregation. These must be ever the light of truth. If we must needs 
differentiated and organized only In rally only a class who are willing to 

• their specific relationship.- Apply this take only one truth nnd fasten it in the 
’ and you will see the need Is to organize economics of the world, it will be much.

some one kind of Spiritualism! Which better than to hold back crying aloud 
■ . shall It be? Which one of the varied with agony that humanity cannot grasp 

interests and conditions specified shall p a|i. if we must needs separate Into 
it be? For my organization I choose the ra(ncai an(] the conservative Splrit- 
the Spiritualism whose "basic founda- ualiRtS| then let lt come R00Uj The con.

. tlon is simply spirit communion.’ Have gorvative should be glad to follow and 
I the right to choose? If so, no one construct upon the waste places left by 
should place a barrier to my choice; nor tjie radical pioneer.

' should I try to prevent another or nil We cannot always continue as pio- 
others from their choice. Thus the only neers. Civilization will sooner or later 
claims of the National Association for overtake us. Let us "hew to the Une” 
existence are those for whk b. it is or- tjlc best we can and make our roadways 
ganized. You cannot condemn It lor straight and evenly graded, that hu- 
not taking in all that is labeled Spirit- manjty may be blessed by our toll.
uallsm, when It has a specific kind of Better organize for some good results, 

' Spiritualism it has organized to develop, rather than in discontent with every-
You can only condemn it should It not thing, wait for tlie progress of time to 
represent a logical or Important kind of- overwhelm us.

. Spiritualism. If the N. 8. A. does some good, en-
The question then is has the National courage it—help it. If It has done no

- Association any cardinal principle of good—or produced evil-then ■ rally to 
. value? Do not charge that it Ra8 make it utilitarian. We are responsible 
barnacles or deficiencies—for these can for j^ jt j8 uie expression of possibility 
be removed or remedied. given It—aud if defective, we are to

If there is any one form of Spiritual- blame.
Ism that will bless, humanity by an What It should be is for us to create, 
organization to develop it, then it is put in loving deference to each other, 
worthy of our most devoted effort We ]et the will of the majority find Its way 

. need not cumber It with all that is un- t0 harmonious action, whilst the 
wholesome, ignorant and impractical— minority ever tolls for right and justice.

- for intelligence can surely discover the May good counsel prevail and wisdom 
true, beautiful and -good. In this red guide im.
epect, I bold that the National Associa­
tion has no right to notice fraud or any 

. defilements in the name of • Spiritual­
ism—for fraud will die its own death'

. and dig its own grave. Truth exacts a 
master hand to discover its potencies, 
hence the N. S. A. should give the great­
est possible aid and effort to discover 
.the true. And we sadly need an organ-:

guide us to the goals of good that hu­
manity shall be blessed by the truths of 
Spirituality founded on the facts of
eternity. .G. W. KATES.

"Longley’s Beautiful Songs.” Four­
teen beautiful, soul-inspiring songs, 
with music, by C. Payson Longley. 
Price, by mall, 20 cents. For sale at 
this office.

of belief or faith. They have united 
mental independence with liberty. They 
have thought out and are still at work 
thinking out the solution to the vast 
problems of the universe from their 
plane and point of view with all the 
power and force of their higher mental 
capacity when contrasted with our own.

They have ventured so far as to be 
able to make the inhabitants of earth 
understand so much of nature's power 
and life, so much of nature’s laws as to 
prove to us that there Is a life for us 
following this. This is not yet done to 
completion, so that we can at all times 
secure the demonstration of the fact. 
We have a dense field of mystery 
wrapped up In tbe nature and constitu­
tion of mediumship. What a field here 
for study, discovery and Investigation. 
Then we have the greater subject 
opened up to us, what is the nature of 
the spiritual consciousness nnd life. 
What are the spirits in their modes of 
mental action? Are they like us; are 
they different from us? These ques­
tions are all undetermined. They still 
lie in the domain of the guess. The 
hand of tbe speculator bas been dili­
gently at work for some time explain­
ing all these vast problems; but as yet 
the questions are unsolved—in other 
words we have had hands at work in 
this field with great dilligence, and 
grand temples of speculation have been 
bullded, and set out as the true pre­
sentation of the philosophy and science 
of the spiritual world. But all this is 
lame and unsatisfactory. The great 
realm of spirit life is unknown to us, 
and tbe great mystery of being and life 
is no nearer solution than before.

The faculty of mediumship Is so va­
ried aud confusing, the Inspiration from 
medlumistie lips so contradictory, that 
it can be truly said that the spirit world 
does not help to bring unity out of the 
present reigning chaos of human 
thought, but rather, on the contrary, 
this spiritual world seems to increase 
the diversity of thought rather than to 
unify it Its end seems to be rather to 
break up all forms of organized thought 
than to make one organized form of 
thought. Organization can only be 
attained when there is some truth- 
some great truth—apparent and self- 
evident, on which a successful organiza­
tion can be sustained.

Spiritualism has a divided inspiration, 
therefore can never be made Into a 
church organization, or into any other 
form of organization.

Those people can organize themselves 
into a body of people working together; 
but they must have a spirit of inspira­
tion in common. What would the 
Church of Rome amount to if every 
bishop bad the prerogative to expound 
his own individual speculative thought? 
Would there be a Church of Rome 
under such circumstances at all? I 
venture to say that there would not 
have come a Church of Rome at all 
unless the thought had been made a 
unit. Liberty of thought has been the 
cause of the disruption of the Christian 
world. Liberty of thought for the in­
dividual will destroy all forms of or­
ganization founded upon speculation.

Liberty and Christianity cannot live 
side by side. One must in the end die. 
Christianity will be the one to die, be- 
cp^e science and literature have been, 
born.

We can never be plunged again into 
a- Dark Age. Superstition can never 
come again, because we have attained 
mental liberty and the era of a dis­
seminated literature.

Unity of speculative thought can 
never hold men together.

Philosophies are all doomed to fall. 
Science is like man, immortal.
It does not seem possible that man’s 

capacity to create thought and philoso­
phies of life and nature will ever give 
out; but that each philosophy will live 
just for its day and time and no more.

This, also, seems to be equally true of 
religion.

It is more difficult for man to make a 
religion than it Is to make a philosophy. 
Religion being entirely founded In the 
heart of superstition has to grow, and 
It grows slowly. The authorship of a 
religion is the work , of thousands of 
co-operative lives living in different 
generations.. < - ' '

All the religions of the world have 
comp out of the head and heart of man.

Religions are the marks and work of 
the wisdom, virtue and folly of tho, 
human race. . ■.

Where man had no capacity to know 
the truth, he took refuge in his despair 
in faith; his hope smoothed the path­
way to the grave. •

Let me ask' you, Spiritualists of 
America, are we In need of any more 
religions? If a man wants a religion,

good and perfect gifts. The real and 
true ruler of the universe.

Pantheism cannot be the basis of a 
religion.

Cosmic theism cannot be the basis of 
a religion.

Anthropomorphism alone can be the 
foundation of a true, religion. A God 
able to think and know, who would be 
alive if the universe went to naught; 
who is self-sustained and perfectly in­
dependent of nature.

A God that made the universe as a 
carpenter makes the house is the only 
divine ideal that can be made the sub­
ject, foundation and fabric of a 
religion.

All other forms of God but this are 
but practical nothings, apologies for 
negation, and hypocritical atheism.

But stop! What has Spiritualism to 
do with the subject of the being or the 
non-being of a God? 1

What has Spiritualism to do with a 
religion anyway?

Spiritualism is the study: of certain 
phases of nature; not the study of 
cause, but the study of the personal 
continuance of life and man after the 
death of the body; the study of the 
problem of another sphere in nature for 
the exploitation of personal life after 
this. • »• . x

Spiritualism is, in short, the study of 
that most stupendous fact in nature 
that there is a spirit, a decarnated man­
soul. It is the greatest study of the 
age, and not a religion either, but a 
great studyxof phenomena of spiritual 
visitation and communion. Medium­
ship is the channel. There can be no 
Spiritualism without a medium. Phil­
osophy cannot be the foundation of 
Spiritualism.

Spirit return through mediumship is 
the basis of Modern Spiritualism. It 
will have divided teaching and inspira­
tion (the spirits will speak with divided 
voice), therefore cannot be made into 
a unit, or a creed.

Where there is philosophy and spec­
ulation, there must be present mental 
liberty.

Tlie present National Association is a 
needless piece of baggage that has to be 
carried. It cannot have a useful func­
tion as a National Organization founded 
upon creedal thought. As a religious 
body, It is but a masquerade.

Divest tbe organization of a religious 
hue.

Make it an organization for the study 
of the facts of mediumship, and spirit­
ual research, a financial organization to 
further a scientific work, then you have 
got at something which will enlist the 
co-operation of all Spiritualists.

Make knowledge and not emotion the 
end to be sought. Something could 
thus come out of It that would call in 
the vast body of Spiritualists and make 
this National Association something 
what it is not to-day—a truly National 
Association. Let us have It open to 
every thought, free to every ex­
perimenter and teacher on the line of 
spirit return, as creedless as nature, and 
as tolerant and expansive as the sky.

Why should a National Association 
of Spiritualists be an exclusive body of 
people?

Why should you make Spiritualism a 
religion?

Why not have the moral and financial 
co-operation of all? ‘

J. CLEGG WRIGHT.

Declare What We Can Agree 
Upon, and No More.

I am opposed to a, lengthy declaration 

of principles.

I wish organization, but'^he fewer de­
clared principles tb§ betteV, We are an 
order with dlversejmind^d and if we 
were to declare all beliefSj.lt xyould be 
endless. Therefore let us/^eclare what 
we can all agree upon an^po more.

I believe or rather, know Jhat man has 
a continuous life. W ^ does not 

end at the grave.
I believe in progress beyond the grave 

.both in intelligence and.porals. Man 
sows and he shall jeap aSjhe sows. Or 
cause and effect arg equate

Now to sum up, ^fan f|s immortal, 
and that Is all there is ,tozsubscrlbe to.

It is all I can su -o at present,
my knowledge Is tpo limited, and yet I 
can unite with anybody if they do not. 
attempt to bind my conscience. I/do 
not know.much nojv, and Jhink I know 

'less every day. ’ 1
G. W. oarpendek.

. San Francisco, Cal.

Part“Human culture and Cure.
First The Philosophy of Cure. (Im
eluding Methods and Instruments).” By 
E. D. Babbitt, M. D..LL. D. A very In. 
structlve and valuable work. It should 
have a wide circulation, as It well ful­
fills'the promise of its title. For sale 
at this office. Brice’75 cents. - .

“Buddhism audits Christian Critics.” 
By Dr. Paul Cavus. An excellent study 
of Buddhism; compact yet comprehen­
sive. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, $1,25. 
For sale at this office. • . •

The New York State Spiritualist 
Association has issued an “appeal” that 
has hit several heads of nails. (

The officials have manifested a desire 
“To bring about sociologic, religious 
and political reforms so much needed 
for advancing the welfare and happi­
ness of mankind.”

Therefore as au organization they 
have a right to appeal to the general 
public for recognition and assictance.

The time Is ripe for the concentration 
of power that we have generated by the 
many mass-meetings and local societies. 
The dynamo is working and the bat­
teries are charged with force, and 
waiting to be utilized.

The Executive Committee of the 
N. Y. S. A. ha£ set an example for the 
N. 8. A. at its coming convention.

This “appeal” very properly says that 
“the history of civilization affirms the 
absolute necessity of observing system 
ip methods of procedure.”

Exactly so! And just why a success­
ful business man exhibits so little sys­
tem as a Spiritualist is not quite clear 
to the average thinker.

Excellent business men become, many 
times, nbn-practlcal and utterly useless 
in Spiritual organizations, and too often 
lapse Into a state of don’t-care-ative- 
Ism. Many good people habitually at­
tend seances and Spiritualist meetings, 
but are not only not in favor of organ­
ization, but denounce and discourage 
all organized efforts.

This Indifference to tbe needs of the 
hour and the many issues that present 
themselves to the loyal and philan­
thropic mind, generates a psychological 
force that Is caught up and manipulated 
by the bigoted and tyrannical element 
that is never-ceasing in its efforts to 
crush out all liberty of thought and 
speech; all progression and advance­
ment, and compel every mortal to suc­
cumb to the overwhelming influence of 
selfish priestcraft and the political dem­
agogue. It Is logically evident that auy 
person who is willing to take advantage 
of the benefits derived from a “reading” 
from a spiritual medium or lecture In 
public or private, and is unwilling to 
own it or to support any movement that 
bas for Its object.the protection of such 
workers In their efforts to promulgate 
the philosophy and principles as given 
by them to the world, is not worthy of 
the respect of any loyal citizen. The 
selfish man seeks knowledge of a future 
life, unobtainable through any other 
class of people. He receives useful in­
formation upon t/e affairs of life, busi­
ness, health, and 'family matters. He is 
protected by the laws of the land iu 
which he dwells; said laws being en­
acted as the result of the public opinion 
that has been formed by the public 
meetings and gatherings that is pro­
claimed from the platforms. Liberty of 
speech; right to live and think; to have 
control over his own body and mind; be 
that personality female or male; to 
choose the physician most congenial 
when sick; to educate the children 
without or with a creedal or vaccination 
attachment; to talk with disembodied 
people when or wherever it is desired; 
to have a voice In the government of 
the people. All of which privileges can­
not be obtained without organized 
effort. That man is a coward and a 
vampire who refuses to support that 
from which he receives benefits.

Men allow their names to remain 
upon the books of an orthodox church, 
in whose dogmas they do not believe, 
and contribute to the support of said 
church, for the sake of business policy 
or fear of the tongue of society, and at 
the same time receiving ail the informa­
tion they ever got relative to the life 
to come—as well upon business mat­
ters, for the smallest sum imaginable— 
utterly refusing to support a society or 
public worker beyond the paltry dime 
or dollar occasionally.

And yet speakers and mediums are 
expected to be ready to respond at any 
moment to the call of the public, no 
matter in what shape or manner the re­
quest comes; If it be for a spirit com­
munication or advice on stocks, law­
suit or a burled treasure, with no pro­
tection; no organized system of present­
ing the truths given; uo head; no gov­
ernment. Out upon such lawlessness.

You who can write such scientific 
essays upon Spiritualism and can talk 
glibly about mediumship that you know 
nothing of and for which you never 
gave, with but few exceptions, a dollar; 
you who are mortally afraid of the 
discipline that must follow organiza­
tion, and worry over the danger that is 
sure to arise from a declaration of prin­
ciple; you who do not have the slightest 
idea of the hardships that .befall a pub­
lic medium or the advance agent of any 
movement; when your hard shell is 
cracked and you find yourself without 
a body, you will then perhaps long for 
an ordinary medium through which to 
express your regrets, and warnings to 
your friends, that they may avoid the 
cloudy atmosphere in which you are 
dwelling.

Some mediums and speakers there are 
also, who are willing to appeal to State 
organizations and the N. S. A. for pro­
tection and to obtain half fare rates on 
the railroads, but during the entire year 
denounce organization, both State and 
National.

Order and system seem to affect some 
as tbe red rag does a turkey gobbler.

Ob, consistency! What a scarce jewel 
thou art!

Organize! and support competent 
workers only.

Concentrate your forces; and -sys­
tematise your efforts.

Make plain to the public your policy.
Declare your objects and purposes to 

the world.
Demand respect and attention from 

the scientific and religious element, 
show to the business man that you are 
a useful, practical, philanthropic and 
philosophical institution, and financial 
ns well as legal support will follow.

The N. S. A. is the result of thc 
universal attraction of tbe thinking peo­
ple to the unlimited manifestations of 

spirit power through the various grades 

and phases of mediumship.

. Said phenomena are demonstrated 
only through men, women nnd children. 
All of the various demonstrations hnd 
methods employed imply the eternal 
progression'of each individual.

By the investigation -of the over­
whelming array of evidence that man 
never dies, he discovers an Incentive to 
think of bls possibilities of soul expan­
sion. The destructive influence nf the 
theological dogma loses its power. The 
avenues that lead to mental illumina­
tion and Independent development are 
Innumerable. The hungering nnd long­
ing-after, knowledge of “after death” is, 
In part, appeased.

Such advantages as are given to the 
world to know that man is immortal, 
and to solve tbe problem of life, never 
was nor never would have been given 
to the. masses without spiritual phe­
nomena. 1 ’ ;.

In order that the explorer of these ex­
pansive fields of knowledge may Ap­
proach any degree of success In his 
efforts to know Instead of guessing, he

must have books and associates. He 
must compare notes with his brother. 
The law of association aud environment 
must be heeded aud thoughtfully con­
sidered.

Hence the organization of societies 
and associations is Imperative. Local 
and state societies under any name that 
meets the approval of the majority 
must be formed. State organizations 
must, form a bead organization to de­
termine the governmental systems 
under which all subordinates must 
uniformly act. It is not so necessary 
that a creed or declaration.of belief be 
fixed by the head of the body, as that 
a system of promulgating the main idea 
of immortality, aud the practical ben­
efits to be derived In everyday life, be 
insisted upon, and that the abilities and 
capabilities of all the representatives of 
your philosophical religion, as well as 
the phenomenal gifts be of the highest 
order. Tlie quality, character and mo­
tive are each and all necessary, from 
the president to the humblest test 
medium.

Protection of the speakers and pro­
mulgators of our philosophy Is needed, 
and the state laws will accord it if the 
public is also protected from the roving 
Impostor.

Through the N. S. A. a public senti­
ment has been created that has man­
ifested itself in a respectful manner 
through the press, the courts, and the 
railroads, that bas never before existed.

Without organization by state and 
national societies, no medium would be 
allowed to hold a seance lu the Uuited 
States, such would be the prejudice of 
tlie people.

By organization a psychological force 
is generated that is felt just in propor­
tion to the quality of brain power 
there is in the representatives. Men 
and women of intelligence and in­
tegrity will have no trouble in obtaining 
the protection of law when they are 
known as an organized body of men 
aud women with an object iu view that 
leads to the betterment of humanity.

The variation in the opinion regarding 
the identity of certain reformers— 
Socrates, Shakspeare, or Jesus of Naza­
reth—presents no satisfactory excuse 
.for not supporting an organization. The 
mistakes and errors of tbe past should 
be incentives to correct and remodel the 
machinery. Silly aud fraudulent com­
munications indicate the absolute neces­
sity of more system and discipline. Tlie 
results as a whole are to be considered.

By all means sustain and improve 
your organizations, not give them up to 
the vicious priest and crafty politician. 
Order and harmony is the result of 
system and discipline.

Never disintegrate and dissolve, but 
adhere strictly to consistent principles 
and your ship will right itself.

Chicago, Ill. GEO. F. PERKINS.

WISE AND PRACTICAL.
Suggestion from an Active 

and Efficient Worker.
SOMfi IMPORTANT THINGS TO 

CONSIDER - EMINENTLY POINT­
ED, CLEAR AND PRACTICAL 
THOUGHTS.
As the annual convention time ap- 

proaches, it becomes necessary to con­
sider the needs of our associated effort. 
We have the National Association or­
ganized, and It should be sustained and 
made useful. But in what way can it 
be made of the most use? Primarily, it 
should be an executive body. The 
detail work should Ue with subsidiary 
bodies. Thus the field of propaganda 
should not be the special business of the 
N. S. A. To keep the state and local 
organizations in life and to protect and 
support them when necessary, should 
be its paramount duty.

Tbe N. S. A. should not be a body 
directly created by the local societies—
the latter 
resent a tion 
tions.

The N. S.

should have direct rep- 
only in the state associa-

A. lias asserted that when
the states are all organized, it will have 
its conventions only by state delegates. 
But why wait for all of tbe states? The 
United States might as well have 
waited.

By having only state representation, 
the separate states will all the sooner 
organize. To keep local societies as 
N. S. A. auxiliaries, Is to hinder the 
state organization. There are now sev­
eral states organized, and the nucleus 
Is sufficient to make a good showing as 
a national association. By so restrict­
ing the representation, several more 
states will at once organize. As organ­
ization Is the alm of the N. S. A., this 
plan should no longer be deferred.

But it will be said that will lessen the 
N. S. A. income. True! And it will 
lessen its need for money—and more 
surely supply its needs; thus destroying 
the pitiable pleas incessantly made to 
overcome its apparent poverty. If we 
want business methods, as so often 
boasted, let us adopt business methods.

It is always a bad business venture to 
assume more than can be carried safely. 
Overreaching is a universal cause of 
failure. The N. S. A. has beeu over­
reaching its capacity, hence it has been 
without proper credit. Confidence must 
be established by safe methods. Money 
is needed in each state effort for home 
use—to be directly applied. The na­
tional need will be executive conditions, 
such as an office and clerical labor, with 
the attendant printing, etc. The sec­
retary should necessarily be a salaried 
person. Tbe president and other officers 
should not be recipients of any salary, 
except actual executive expense. Tbe 
president need not be paid, because the 
prestige of such office will give him pub­
lic meetings to pay for his field efforts. 
Any public Spiritual speaker would find 
the office lucrative In the public work 
that the position would attract to the 
holder. Love of the cause would add 
zest to the officeholder, and the offices 
should be filled by public workers who 
understand the cause and can go Into 
close relationship with the people. The 
president should be a public speaker, 
because the local and state associations 
will desire to employ him and have the 
prestige of his services. Thus the 
office will be directly helpful to the 
cause-at-large, aud all propaganda 
accrue to the subsidiary bodies, which 
in turn will strengthen and create the 
completeness of the national body.

We should no longer work from tbe 
wrong end, but get Into proper relation­
ship with each other, for then and then 
only will we have an organized method 
conducive to the interests of all. Let us 
resolve to start In 1900 with only state 
association representation in the Na­
tional Convention—thus making the 
greatest duty of the'N. S. A. next year 
to organize and help'state associations. 
Tbe latter will in turn be better equiped. 
to help tbe local association^ than the 
NeS. A. could ever hope to be—and It Is 
now a noted fact that the separate 
localities have not been benefited by the 
N. S. A. To the contrary, they are taxed 
for what becomes useless to the general 
cause. . • . /

There will be many questions of 
policy before tbe coming convention, 
but none more important than those, 
and such should be the platform upon 
which some candidates should sbek for, 
or be elected to the offices of the N. S. A. 
Bet us create the needs of the. offices,

KIDNEY TROUBLE.
The Most Prevalent, Dangerous 

and Deceptive Disease.

Thousands Have it and Don’t Know it.

Pai us and aches come from excess ot 
uric acid in the blood, due to neglected 
kidney trouble. Kidney trouble causes 
quick or unsteady heart beats, ( and 
makes oue feel as though they ■ had 
heart trouble, because the heart is lover- 
working to pump the thick, kidneys , 
poisoned blood through the veins and 
arteries.

Soreness or uncomfortable feeling In 
tbe back Indicates kidney trouble of no 
small importance.

The passing of scanty or profuse'’ 
quantities of urine is, a warning of kid­
ney trouble. If you want to feel well 
you can make no mistake by first doc­
toring your kidneys.

The famous new discovery, Dr. Kil­
mer's Swamp-Root, Is the true apecifid 
for kidney, bladder and urinary 
troubles. It has cured thousands of ap­
parently hopeless cases after all other 
efforts have failed.

Sold on its merits by all druggists in 
fifty-cent and one dollar sizes. A sam­
ple bottle sent free by mail to auy ad­
dress. Also a book telling all about 
Swamp-Root and its w0“nrrf£nmere& 
When writlug, address Dr KUmer & 
Co., Binghamton, N. Y, «nd men on 
that you read this generous offer 1U 
Progressive Thinker.

and not permit the officers to regulate 
our duties to the N. S. A. Let us make 
them the servants of the cause by a 
majority expression of our desire and 
wisdom.

The adoption of a declaration of prin­
ciples should have cool judgment, and 
result in as concise a declaration as 
possible and cover tbe one claim we 
make, namely: Spirit life aud com­
munion. That is our rallying cry. Let 
us proclaim It unencumbered by any. 
load doubtful or ambiguous.

The movable convention is a need to 
continue—but the headquarters in 
Washington should be perpetuated and 
possessed.

The next convention should be in the 
Middle States, to secure better attend­
ance until strong enough for extreme 
sections. But the convention in 1000 
should be a twentieth century promise 
and thus be of special interest.

The offices should seek the persons 
and not the latter the former. We do 
not want any new luminary upon the 
spiritual horizon as our standard bearer. 
We tried that in tbe seventies and met 
disaster. We need tried and true public 
workers for our executive department. 
It is true we need people of good busi­
ness sense; but ouly a business man 
with no spiritual sense would be worse 
than the medium who lacks selfish pro- 

•peDsitieB. Business sense is often 
founded upon selfish and unjust meth­
ods. It would be better for us to have 
spiritual devotion rather than too much, 
or any, unjust business or parliamen­
tarian ability. It seems to me that the 
Spiritualists who are devoted students 
and exponents of Spiritualism should bo 
the timber from which our officeholders 
are drawn. •

So far, the N. S. A. has had devoted 
workers of this kind. Let us keep It up! 
Fill the places, then, with the well- 
tried who shall be free to be iu touch 
with tlie people. Let us move forward 
for spiritual results rather than tem­
poral ones, realizing that thus only will 
we obtain the essentials.

Lest I should be deemed personally 
ambitious I sign myself

A SPIRITUAL LECTURER.

A QUESTION
What Have We Gained as a 

Finality?
HOW LONG SHALL SEEKERS OF

BREAD BE OFFERED A STONE?
To the Editor:—Is it pertinent or ad­

missible to ask a question or two of the 
N. S. A., who have honored Chicago 
with their annual convention for 1899?

Am I rightly informefl, that the one 
broad plank on which all its members 
are requested to seek standing room, is 
the acknowledgment of belief in the 
return and power of communication 
with us, of those who have passed on, 
this and this only? Is this enough? 
For nearly fifty years we have Investi­
gated and experimented along that line. 
What have we gained as a finality? Are 
we any surer to-day than when the raps 
first sounded at Hydesville the coming 
of the Day of Jubilee, of the identity’ of •
the fellows 
telepath?

We have 
munlcatlons

at the other end of tho

had thousands of com- 
from the other side of life,

good, bad or indifferent. Is there really 
no method of instruction, by which wo 
may be able to distinguish between tbe 
true and false, the worthy and tho un­
worthy? If we only could tell the true 
gold from the iron pyrites, how many 
bitter tears or their equivalent we 
should be saved. Are we as Spiritualists 
to continue floundering along the paths 
of darkness and ignorance; or will the 
N. S. A. make an effort to blaze a path 
for us along the Unes of unfolding? Is 
it not time that we had some method of 
deciding not only the genuineness of 
the message, but also the reliability of 
the messenger?

Suppose I seek growth, and the cer­
tain power knowledge brings, 1 believe 
there are thousands In our ranks whose 
wishes coincide with mine. How long 
shall we seekers of bread be offered a 
stone?-

Wo are informed by those who have 
been close students of all these matters 
that every human being born of woman 
holds within itself far more wonderful 
power than has ever been developed In 
the seance-room, or under guidance of 
the so-called "controls.” Do our N. S. A. 
friends know anything about this? 
Will they impart their knowledge to us, 
the humble laymen, so we can become 
adepts instead of mediums? If we aro 
using our own power, all necessary 
items of detail and advancement will be 
in our hands all the time. In short, will 
the N. S. A. tell us how to graduate 
fipm tbe Kindergarten into the Pri­
mary School?

And while they are making all things 
new, can the Association stir up in our 
hearts a feeling of generous liberality, 
so that all work of this nature will be 
more widely and'heartily supported?

We need something more to be and to 
do, than to ask unknown controls, 
“What have you for me to-night?” 
Will the N. S. A. help us out?

W. P. PHELON, M. D.

••Th* World Beautiful.” By Id hni ? 
Voting. Most excellent In their Ugh.- 
ai^ elevating spirituality of thought 
mhtIph L 2, and 3, each complete in It- . • 
self- Price, cloth, $1 per volume. For / 
gale at this office. / <

“From Soul to SouL” By Emma Rood ; 
Tuttle. Lovers of poetry will find gema 
of thought in poetic diction in this band-. - 
gome volume, wherewith to sweeten 
boura of leisure and enjoyment Pricg : 
IL For sale at this office. •
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Our Symposium
In pursuance of its customary 

tude of an awakener of thought 
study, The Progressive Thinker

attl- 
and 
pre-

gents this week what may not inaptly 
be termed a symposium, in which many 
independent thinkers, each from his in­
dividual standpoint, gives free expres­
sion to his views.

In this way one may arrive at a fair 
consensus of opinion as it exists among 
thinking minds among Spiritualists, 
concerning the National Association 
and its work.

As a whole this symposium presents 
a combination of thoughts and views 
that may be studied w|th interest and 
real profit by our hosts of readers, and 
more especially by the constituents and 
official leaders of the organization.

As was to be expected, there is wide 
diversity of views, ranging from antag­
onism to all organization to intense par­
tisanship in favor of organization and 
of the N. S. A. In special.

It will be seen that the matter of a 
creed or declaration of principles— 
which to many earnest minds appear as 
twins, or two names signifying virtu­
ally the same thlng-excltes much at­
tention. There is evidently in the 
minds of very many Spiritualists a 
deep-seated antagonism toward any­
thing that may even seem to point to 
any hampering of fullest freedom of the 
human mind to think for itself, and 
reach and hold Its own independent, un­
fettered conclusions upon all matters of 
philosophy and belief, without let or 
hindrance from clique, creed, or any 
outside power or influence whatever.

Spiritualists who have observed the 
stifling, unprogressive, mind-stunting 
influence of creeds, articles of faith, 
statements of doctrine, etc., upon the 
churches of christendom, are exceed­
ing jealous, and rightly so, that noth­
ing of the kind shall ever curse Spirit­
ualism or Spiritualists.

Heresy trials, expulsions and excom­
munications, because of progression In 
thought beyond some certain old man- i 
established landmarks of our forefath- | 
ers, shall never mark the history of ! 
Spiritualism, as It has the churches—to j 

their shame, disgrace and weakness In 
an age of greater enlightenment and 
freer thought than was known in the 
former days.

Very much of the open, and latent, op­
position or indifference toward the N. 
S. A. Is embodied in this thought and 
feeling just mentioned, and the N. S. A. 
may wisely note the fact and give it due 
weight.

Spiritualists as a body will be free— 
and It will not be wise nor prudent to 
forget, overlook or Ignore tbe fact. ;

It may be said by those who are 

closely allied to the National Organiza­

tion that many of those whose views 

are freely given in this symposium, are 
not in any way connected with its work. 
Very true, and that is one reason why 
their opinions are especially valuable. 
The “Man About Town/’ who is a 
close, careful and critical observer, gen­
erally discerns the status of affairs In a 
clear and lucid manner, and hls views 

are suggestive and valuable. All con- 

‘ nected with this symposium are Spirit­
ualists, and are especially interested in 
promoting the grand truths of our ph!- 

V losophy, and their opinion should have 
\velght with the delegates who come 
stocked and primed to promote at all

• hazards the interests of tbe N. S. A. |

Ik will also be noticed that many are 
• in’favor of organization who are radi­
cally opposed to a declaration of prin- 

; ciples or creed. The principle involved 
in this consensus of opinion is indica­

tive that Spiritualism Is still larger and 
groateFthan the N. S. A., which Is only 
part of “one stupendous whole,” whose 
growth is a fixed fact irrespective of 

. the divergence of opinion of those who 
go to make up Its expansive member­

ship. . I

I A L«5«K*4 Bedlam*
Whoever was sufficiently interested 

in the Dreyfus court martial proceed­

ings to read the details from day to day 
of tbe trial, with the conflicting opin­
ions of witnesses, inconsistently called 
evidence, which lately convulsed 
France and shocked the whole world 
with the absurdity of the prosecution, 
must have reached the conclusion of a 
press correspondent writing from the 
scene of action, who claimed, “The 
whole trial was a logical Bedlam.” The 
expression was a happy one, and well 
illustrated in few words the confusion, 
fraud and villainy which characterized 
the entire prosecution.

I As the expression rang on (he ear it 
seemed the same words best conveyed 
to the mind the idea and whole history 
of that system absurdly called religion 
which has dominated Western civiliza­
tion, for lo, these many centuries. Not 
only are the inconsistent teachings of 
the system “a logical Bedlam/’ but its 
history, as told by its own defenders, 
also resembles the incoherency of tbe 
mad house. There Is neither harmony 
nor consistency in dogma, or account of 
its origin. . .‘

The quidnuncs, they who know It all, 
and abuse others for not adopting their 
deceptive view of things, make a jum- 

| bled presentation of distorted facts 
; when they attempt to vindicate the pop­
ular faith.

Where else, other than in a lunatic 
asylum, could have originated the idea 
of a child being born of a mortal moth­
er, and she a virgin, whose child was 
sired by God himself, and yet was that 

identical God? And where else could 

be born the idea that men-have power 
to crucify a God, and that God, though 
dead and entombed, yet with the flesh 
and blood of mortality upon him, rose 
and floated away in the clouds .to 
heaven—a place just above the earth, 
the bounds of vision—where he regained 
his Father, and, though a son, was that 
Almighty Father himself? Confusion 
horribly confounded.

Then the doctrine of original sin, fall 
of man, total depravity, and redemp­
tion by the sacrifice of a God on a 
cross, by which the victim of tbe fall 
may escape punishment and the mise­
ries of an endless burning belt condi­
tioned he believes this junior God is in 
truth the eternal Father, and that that 
Father in the guise of a gon died at the 
hands of men, for man’s redemption. 
Certainly, it is the “logic of Bedlam!”

Every page of Christian history down 
to the beginning of the 15th century, 
compared with reliable history, is 
equally confusing and suggestive of 
having a birth-place in an insane asy­
lum, where disordered brains and shat­
tered intellects preside.

Does Vegetable Life Feel and Think?
Li has been maintained in these col­

umns on several occasions that the evi­
dence strongly Indicates that vegetable 
life is only slightly removed from ani­
mal life, save that the former has not 
the power of locomotion, but is tied to 

। the soil from whence it springs. It 
seems to think, feel and suffer, prob­
ably in a less degree than organized 
flesh, but that these sensations are com­
mon to it can scarcely be questioned. 
Many is the time all have noticed the 
vine with its tendrils reaching out to 
some near-by object; while the young 
tree whose stem is yet clastic, is bent 
out of its perpendicular to gain freer ac­
cess to sun and air than It could in the 
shadow of a tree. The attention of the 
London Mall was lately directed to the 
subject, which was followed by this 
statement copied from Its columns:

“A well-known, botanist propounds 
the question, ‘Have plants the power of 
reason or any way of determining what 
Is going on around them?’ The ques­
tion, though he admits it appears rather 
fantastic, is prompted by observations 
he made a few weeks ago.

‘Ills daughter was tending a morning 
glory vine at home, when a delicate ten­
dril reached out toward a nail in the 
casing. The botanist proceeds: ‘She 
marked the position of the tendril with 
a pencil on the wood and then shifted 
the nail about an Inch lower. Next day 
the little feeler had deflected itself very 
noticeably and was again heading for 
the nail.

“The marking and shifting were re­
peated four or five times, always with 
the same result, and finally one night 
tbe tendril, which had grown consider­
ably, managed to reach, the coveted 
support, and wc found it colled tightly 
around It.’

“Other little experiments of a similar 
nature are put forward in support of the 
botanist’s theory/’

It was urged by a learned writer 
many years ago, that the probabilities 
are vegetable life will share with man 
the pleasures of an Immortal existence; 
that the material body of all life has 
its counterpart in spirit realm. Wheth­
er- tbe suggestion Is true or not it is a 
pleasure to contemplate the continued 
life as a more beautiful form of this 
mundane world stripped of Its alloy and 
its shadows.

THE SEASON’S LESSON BY WAY OF SUGGESTION
Stray Thoughts of Autumn.

Autumn with its winds and its ap­
proaching winter casts a gloom over 
many, but to me"its sighing, sweeping 
winds, its cold and darkening clouds, 
presents a season of beauty, for by It 
We come into a change that is as much 
needed as the warm and gentle sun­
shine which has but so recently pre­
ceded it.

I love the change, although winter in 
Its bleakness, its mountains of snow in 
surpassing whiteness ’’proves ofttimes 
an obstacle to many, yet in the spotless 
grandeur of the glistening snow-banks 
lies a field of usefulness.

I Mother Nature while clothed in the 
purity of her white dress sleeps beneath 
its weight, recuperating her forces, in 
readiness to burst forth anew in the 
early springtime, benefiting man as he 
toils here below.

The seasons come and go, and all are 
tilled with grandeur. I love the warm 
and radiant sunshine, when the birds 
carol so sweetly ’mid the branches of 
the trees and the murmuring brooks as 
they babble along o’er pebbly beds un­
derneath. I love to view the green and 
sloping hillsides, to my soul it lends an 
inspiration of love.

Yet as winter approaches, taking on 
her gray dress of autumn,. the winds 
soughing and moaning through the 
trees, how I love it; the sound Is won­
derful to me, it brings me in touch with 
those higher forces beyond, uniting my 
soul in its energies to the arisen ones. 
It seems in the passing winds angels 
are speaking. Methinks I can hear 
them calling:

“Come up higher, ye children of 
earth; open the door of your souls to di­
viner wisdom and beauty than the 
mere material dross of earth, lifting 
your thoughts above its failures, meet­
ing the •response of those sweet-voiced 
messengers who would gladly lift you 
out of sorrow and despond bringing you 
into truth and harmony.

“Though your bark ofttimes seems 
frail, swept by the cold winds of earth’s 
stormy waters, look up and see beyond 
the clouds hanging o'er you, file light 
that is piercing through to waft tlie 
love and wisdom that will bring you out 
of the tempter’s way. Oh, mortals, 
aspire to that which is noble and grand; 
though the little perplexities of’ your 
lives disturb you, be not tempted by 
the untrue but ever seek to keep your 
souls untouched by the hand of impur­
ity, that which causes so much misery 
iu your lives. Seek, finding the beauti­
ful in all things. There is just as much 
beauty in the sound of the autumn 
winds as in the radiant sunlight of 
early spring, if your souls are but at­
tuned to God and Nature, that is when 
we find things beautiful and are able 
to feel the grandeur thereof.”

Autumn with Its rustling leaves, the 
trees all bare and gray, gives us great­
er appreciation of the summer time 
with its growing beauty, and we the 
better realize how grand is nature; aud 
we owe it to ourselves as well as those 
with whom we are daily associated to 
make the most of life, to be happy aud 
joyous, noble and true, seeking to ban­
ish the selfishness which may be im­
planted within, striving to live a life of 
embellishment before the world. Then 
when the autumn of our lives appears, 
stripping us of the earthly garment, we 
may enter that other and fairer country 
—the change in our lives—as pure and 
undefiled as nature intended.

MRS. C. C. GILLETTE.

Creeds Perish.
Rev. Frank G. Tyrrell of the First 

Christian church, Indiana avenue and 
Thirtieth street, Chicago, on a recent 
Sunday morning asked In the theme of 
hls sermon, “Are Creeds Crumbling?” 
and in answering the query said In 
part:

It is every day more and more appar­
ent that creeds are waning, while faith 
is strengthening. A creed is not what 
I believe, but what I am determined to 
make you believe; it is an ecclesiastical 
document, an authoritative statement 
of faith, made a term of communion, by 
which persons and opinions are tested 
and approved and condemned. Such 
are the Atbanasian creed and the West­
minster confession.

A few years ago the great Presbyte­
rian church was agitated over tbe ques­
tion of revision. Later men like Brooks 
and. Heber Newton of the Episcopal 
church were accused of jheresy; Profes­
sor David Swing was driven out of hls 
church by the proscriptive and perse­
cuting creed, but the thinker lives and 
the creeds crumble.

Such a document destroys freedom of 
thought Either the mind must decay 
like an unused member or the creed. 
Let creeds and collects go; sweep them 
to the limbo Qf forgotten iniquities, but 
let the mind expand.

FOR EXCLUSION.
. . if U . -. »'!L—— ... . •

Does I^Afiply to Spiritual 
- - Things?

SPIRITU LIKE AN ATM0S-

Let Those Who Do Not Accept 
Stay Outside.

"Poems of Progress" By Lizzie 
Doten. In this volume, this peerless 
poet of Spiritualism may be read in ber 

. .varied moods, “from grave to gay, from 
• • lively to severe.” It: Is a book to be 

treasured and richly enjoyed by all who 
love genuine poetry, and especially by

‘ Spiritualists. ‘ The volume Is tastily j 
printed and bnnr.' r- ••• XI. j

So the World Wags.
“There is not one man In ten who be­

lieves in orthodox religion, and yet 
there is not one In ten who dares say he 
doesn't”—Lawrence (Kans.) Journal.
The way to change this order of 

things Is for tbe loyally brave to fear­
lessly express an honest opinion. Do­
ing so others less brave will step to hls 
side. And others will do so as the right 
strengthens, until a column Is formed 
that will be impregnable to the assaults 
of Superstition.

Twenty or more years ago Col. Inger- 
soil said In substance, in a public ad­
dress, in our hearing:

“I do not advise anyone engaged in 
business, nor any person whose employ- j 
ment may be hazarded by an open ex­
pression of his skepticism, to ruin him­
self, or impoverish his family, byjnak- 
ing a public profession of his unbelief. 
I- do propose, however, to be a voice 
for persons so situated, and I will try ■ 
and express myself so forcibly that I 
will .not be misunderstood.”

And he did, and hls fame is world- I 
Wide In consequence. Hls cautionary 
advice Is not as much needed now as 
then in the great commercial marts. In 
the rural districts superstition is still 
rampant, and. care may be still neces­
sary as regards the avowal of one’s re­
ligions opinion if net agreeing with the J 
church. Religionists are frequently 
more violent In the personal abuse of 
Spiritualists than of even Atheists. 
-This, probably, for the same reason 
they are so bitter on the Jews/ from 
whom they claim to have inherited 
their faith, and on which faith they 
want us to believe they engrafted the 
teachings of Jesus. — ' -. - j

“Meaner Than the Chinese.
The Jews of New York complain that 

churchmen in that city engaged in pros­
elyting, give pennies and worthless pic­
ture cards to children, and Induce them 
to haye a cross tattooed with India Ink 
on their arms. Persons resorting to 
such infambus practices to extend an 
expiring faith should have “scoundrel** 
tattooed on their foreheads, in letters 
so distinct that all can read It

Oh, the Liars!
The New York Truth Seeker of 

30th ult says;
the

“A New York man, himself a Free­
thinker, but of Roman Catholic antece­
dents and family affiliations, informs 
us that his relatives have been told by 
the ‘fathers’ who minister to their ‘spir­
itual needs/ that Col. Ingersoll’s last 
words-* were 3 request for a Catholic 
priest And the belief that this Is true 
is common among the Romanists of this 
city.”

It may be questioned if It Is possible 
for a priest to tell the truth.'

Depends on Chance. .
A Mrs. E. Lynn Linton, of England, 

In an ' ^seay on the “Decadence of 
Knowledge,” says it Is environment and 
education that determine religious be­
lief, a fact we all know.. “Born In Prot- 
estant England, a person believes in the 
Bible. Born in India, he is a Brahman, 
with its rigid system of castes. If he 
Be a Turk, Mohammed is the propbet 
of the one true God. The sentiment 
with which our early education is sur­
rounded, pure and holy and conducive 
to good as it may be, is simply acci­
dental, and depends on chance.”'

Do the duty which lies nearest thoe.- 
Goetbe. _ . . :

Health and cheerfulness make beauty.
—Cervantes. :

। . Dr. C. E. Watkins. ',...-.
For the first time last week, we had 

tlie pleasure of meeting Dr. C. E. Wat­
kins, whose headquarters are now in 
Boston, Mass. The Doctor is a genial 
gentleman, and is the owner of- a gold 
mine in Colorado, from which he ex­
pect to evolve millions of dollars, and 
then do a grand philanthropic work for 
humanity. He is now making a brief 
trip to the mine In company, with hls 
son.. ■-. ■ > •• '>>< ■•■•••'

PHERB PENETRATING EVERY­
WHERE., v
What I shall v\rlte on the subject of 

forming Spiritualists into a sect will be 
rather Jn the way of suggestion, and hot 
in the line-of argument, or of conten­
tion. To spread the knowledge of Spir­
itual truth,among the children ot men; 
to make Its phenomena known; to lift 
the thoughts of -the people from the 
absorption of material affairs up to a 
higher realm; to a life which shall bear 
the fruit of everlasting happiness, is a 
consummation of highest Import. Will 
this mighty truth, which has been 
dawning on the earth for the last half 
century, and must ere long effulge in 
the full glory , of noon, be likely to 
spread more rapidly under the guidance 
of a separate aud independent organiza­
tion; or, if left to itself, to diffuse, like 
an atmosphere, penetrating everywhere 
over the globe? The question is momen­
tous, aud likely to engage, on either 
side, enthusiastic partisans.

All must admit the immense power of 
organized combination. This is seen 
where many men combine their means 
aud efforts; and by unity of endeavor 
and power accomplish results beyond 
the reach of all.the members in their 
individual, capacity. : 1

This is illustrated on a much larger 
scale where giant corporations unite 
their energies in a common enterprise— 
forming trusts, as they are called—and 
overwhelming individual opposition by 
their gigantic power. '

But, it may be asked, is not this ad­
vantage of assembled forces confined to 
material operations; to worldly affairs? 
Does it apply to spiritual things?

Will not a great spiritual truth push 
its way the better If left free to go 
whither It will?

If organized into a cult, or sect, will 
it not be likely to encounter opposition 
from other cults or sects, which may be 
jealous of its success?

It Is clear that Emanuel Swedenborg, 
one of the greatest aud noblest men of 
all time, never contemplated the forma­
tion of a church organization, based on 
the new light which he gave to the 
world. May It not be doubted whether 
the formation of the Swedenborglan or 
New Church has not, by 'thus inviting 
the opposition and rivalry of all other 
denominations, retarded rather than ad­
vanced the sphere of the wondrous in­
telligence which, through the medium­
ship of tbe Swedish seer, came to 
mankind?

Will not the glorious knowledge 
brought by modern Spiritualism be 
more likely to float Into tbe open portals 
of all sanctuaries; penetrate the pews; 
rise to the altitude of the pulpits; and 
Insensibly breathe over the congrega­
tions; than |£ they pame under the sanc­
tion of aiij organised sect, apparently 
somewhat hostile ; to, or rival of, the 
sects they thus invade? If the organ of 
combativeness is ,pt all aroused, tho 
doors of tjie mlpd are apt to close 
against tb$ admission of any prop­
osition whi^h has paused the conflict.

Then there,is the,difficulty of a creed. 
It is not likely that any Spiritual or­
ganization would bo content to base 
Itself on the two pimple fundamentals 
of spirit survival/ and spirit return. 
When you go beyond these you are Im­
mediately hvan.o.pen sea; and your 
vessels are; sailing, in every direction, 
and liable tp come lu frequent collision.

Nothing j? better known among Spir­
itualists than tliaUmen go over to the 
spirit side just as.,they are, when the 
breath leaves the body. It is also known 
that they retain their beliefs, their 
creeds, sometimes for many years. 
When they return, they telf what they 
know. The spheres above them are as 
effectually shut to them, as they are to 
us yet in the flesh. There is. therefore, 
great contrarity of opinion brought to 
mortals from the .spirit sphere. It is 
natural for each one to think that he 
has received the truth; and he wants 
that embodied in a creed. I am loyal to 
my own communications, believing 
them to be of the highest; and am con­
sequently brought into collision, ou 
many points, with other Spiritualists, 
who think os well of their messages as 
I do of mine. There are many Spirit­
ualists with whom I should not agree; 
on the qustlon of the personality of 
Deity; the divinity of Christ; the au­
thenticity. of the Scriptures; the re­
incarnation of the soul; the efficacy of 
prayer; th& value of faith; and other 
points; and yet my belief is based on 
what I have received, through medium­
ship, from spirits purporting to be, and 
believed by me to be, of the upper 
spheres. I acknowledge the same right 
of belief in those who entertain the 
same reliance upon their messages that 
I do on mine. Then bow are wo to 
agree upon any creed that goes much 
beyond the two propositions above men­
tioned? These tiwo are what make each 
of us Spiritualists. Beyond that we are 
free..

Discord or disagreement in our own 
ranks Is a great barrier to the progress 
of our cause. I often hesitate to send 
Spiritual papers to those whom I would 
convince, because, in some of their col­
umns there are communications which 
are contrary to my own, and which, as 
I think, would be likely to counteract 
the good which other columns might 
produce. And these doctrines, appealing 
In Spiritualistic papers, seem thereby to 
have the sanction of Spiritualists; and 
the reader says, “If that Is your belief, 
I’ll none of it.”

A Spiritual organization may be apt 
to employ some agents who entertain—, 
shall I say—“cranky” notions; cranky, 
from my standpoint'; perhaps I am' 
cranky to. them—or beliefs which shock 
the orthodox faith-Mind all orthodoxy 
is not bad—and who^put forth their in- 
dividual views In their advocacy J and 
thus seem to speak Under the authority 
of the organisationptrampling on the 
sacred tenets?iof their hearers or read­
ers; repelling^ the really devout, and 
linking Spiritualism dto manifest error. 
I need not specify {more particularly,. 
Perhaps youf are. Yankee enough to 
guess what L<jnean!oL /

It was a favorable remark of Sir. 
Roger, de Coverly that “much might be 
said on both, sldes.”i>That observation 
seems especially applicable to the case 
in hand. I do nobqpretend to decide 
which Is the strongest. Able pens are 
marshalled iu opposition. May the 
spirits advocate theiright course, and 
cause the plan to be. pursued which 
shall best spread amongst al! denomina­
tions, and all peoples, flic certain knowl­
edge of tbe future .life; and of the con­
ditions here, which shall ensure endless 
happiness hereafter^

' LUTHER R. MARSH.

“Religion as Revealed by the Mate­
rial and Spiritual’ Universe. By E. D. 
Babbitt, M., D., LL.D.”' A> compact 
and comprehensive view of the sub­
ject; philosophic, /.historic, 7 analytical 
and critical; facts and data needed by 
©Very student and especially'by every 
Spiritualist One, of the very best 
books on. the subject Price, reduce# 
to $1. cloth: paper 50 cents. For taU 
at this office.

SHOULD A NATIONAL SPIRITUAL­
IST ASSOCIATION NECESSARILY 
INCLUDE ALL CLASSES OF PER­
SONS WHO CLAIM TO BE SPIRIT­
UALISTS? , s i
A recent very elaborate article ip. The 

Progressive Thicker upon the inconsist­
ency, or the impracticability of attempt­
ing to maintain a National organization 
with so many adverse and conflicting 
elements in it, as are claimed by those 
who identify themselves as Spiritually 
ists, leads me to these conclusions:

Organization has no special reference 
to Individuals, character, or things. 
Hence a National Spiritualist organiza­
tion does not necessarily Involve the 
principles or the theories embraced in 
its teachings.

If the present National Organization 
has formulated a constitution, adopted 
principles and by-laws consistent there­
with, there seems no good reason why 
it should not, at its own option, exclude 
any and all persons whose opinions aud 
teachings do not conform to the consti­
tution it has adopted. Why, because 
others claiming to be Spiritualists/ al­
though teaching and practicing adverse 
theories, should they become members 
of a National Organization?

Tlie fact that not all Protestant de­
nominations are orthodox, does not pre­
vent those that are heterodox from or­
ganization, nor subject them to be 
classed with those who entertain ad­
verse views. If only one-half the Spir­
itualists in America decide to organize 
themselves into a spiritual body, and 
call that a National Organization, why 
may they not legitimately do so?

Is there any reason why they should 
deprive themselves and the world, of 
the many benefits and blessings of or­
ganization, because the other half think 
differently?

All experience and observation show 
conclusively the necessity of organiza­
tion for effective work, in all depart-, 
ments of civil life, and religious teach- 
iug. The fact that differences In opin­
ion often exist In the same party or or­
ganization does not necessarily disband 
or destroy the organization, aud why 
should it in a National Spiritual Organi­
zation?

In the article above referred to, the 
writer evidently assumes that in a sect, 
embracing so many adverse views, com­
posed of tbe grandest and most valu­
able teachings Imaginable, intermingled 
with a vast amount of rubbish, the em­
anations of minds yet steeped in the 
densest Ignorance, cannot bo fraternize 
and commingle as to become members 
of one and the same organization.

In this he is evidently right, and if 
the present National Organization or 
any other social .or religious body of 
moral reformers attempts to combine 
and compromise error with truth, vice 
with virtue, evil with good, they will 
evidently fall.

But if organization is necessary for 
success, is there any reason why organ­
ization should not be maintained? At 
this late date it Is hardly worth while 
to contend against organization.

It is only a question of what can be 
consistently embraced in the articles of 
confederation. This being granted, the 
second Important query in the article 
referred to, is settled, viz.:

“Determine the fact as to whether the 
National Association, under all the cir­
cumstances, has a right to exist, or 
should exist, or at all hazards must ex­
ist, and If so, what are its diversified 
claims to recognition?”

If the National Organization is legiti­
mately formed, and 1b working under 
tbe provisions of its constitution In ac­
cordance with the laws of the land, I 
recognize no reason why it should not 
exist.

If, in the formation of Its constitution, 
its makers have erred, and have em­
braced in its provisions, unwise and in­
congruous matter, that has rendered tbe 
association nugatory or useless, it 
should be amended, and made consist­
ent with the object of the organization,

see any good in any kind of organiza­
tion, will be at the next national con­
vention to be held at Chicago this 
October, and contribute their observa­
tion, wisdom aud experience In amend­
ing what is known as tbe present Na­
tional Spiritualist Association, or In for­
mulating such a one as will promote 
the cause of Spiritualism, arid satisfy 
its captious friends.

If they fail at this opportunity, they 
should forever hold their peace.

The opinion is gaining ground that 
the time is not far distant when the 
teachings aud the theories of Spiritual­
ism will have so disseminated them­
selves throughout the churches that 
there will uo longer exist a necessity for 
organization by Spiritualists.

However desirable ibis may be, it is 
not vital to the present inquiry, but in­
creases the importance of organization, 
and especially of National organization.’

It is only through the combined wis­
dom of such an organization, that the 
conflicting opinions of tbe various 
phases in spiritual development can be 
harmonized nnd made more acceptable 
to those who are seeking only for truth 
and a consistent religion.

If the time ever comes when a Na­
tional organization is not an important 
factor in the promulgation of Spiritual­
ism, it will not be until It becomes the 
principal religion of tbe civilized world.

E. W. GOULD.
Washington, D. C.

SPIRIT COMMUNION

GENERAL SURVEY.
Miscellaneous Notes of th^ Work 

and Workers.

as set forth in its constitution.
This may be very easily done, In 

cordance with the provisions of 
present constitution.

ac- 
its

• There is a diversity of opinion among 
tbe friends of tbe National Association, 
as to what its legitimate object should 
be. Some insisting that only business 
should be considered and transacted by 
Its board of trustees. I think an at­
tempt to limit its duties to business 
alone would lead to complications that 
would result in inharmony, with no 
corresponding benefits. In fact, there 
is but little that is referred to the Na­
tional, or that comes under its jurisdic­
tion, that does not partake largely of 
business. It would be difficult to draw 
the line satisfactorily, if an attempt 
was made to make a division between 
what is business, and what properly be­
longs to the ethical, social and moral. 
Among the more important duties de­
pendent upon a National Organization, 
is tbat of raising a revenue to prosecute 
Its missionary labors, and to furnish In­
stitutions of learning, whereby those 
desiring an education In theories taught 
In Spiritualism, may secure that rare 
opportunity.

The valuable experience In the six 
years since the present association was 
organized has developed Its unsefulness 
and opened fields of labor that never 
can be cultivated except through a Na­
tional Organization.

The legislation that is frequently nec­
essary, in determining the rights of all 
organizations, especially if new, or a 
little out of the»ld ruts can only be se­
cured by National organization and co­
operation. ,

. Those that have been Careful observ- 
’ers of the moral and religious effect 
that has resulted upon society, and the 
world, since the National Spiritualist 
Organization was formed have often ob­
served pleasant and beneficial .results 
from . its influence upon the religious 
world.. And while the organization has 
lacked experience, and the necessary 
means to accomplish great results, 
there Is abundant evidence to show that 
greater good has resulted to the cause 
of Spiritualism, in the Christian world, 
since the formation of the National Or­
ganization, than from any other cause.

And there is no evidence to prove that 
any damaging results have occurred to 
the cause of Spiritualism.

I have so often expressed my views 
upon organization, and especially of Its 
value to national organization, it ’frill 
not be expected from me anjelaborate 
argument at this time or place.

Iu the Banner of Light of September 
9 I treated nt some length, upon the 
same subject. National Organization; 
Those who are Interested in this sub­
ject (and all Spiritualists should be), 
may see in that article some additional- 
reasons (not necessary to repeat here) 
why a national organization is neces­
sary for the well being, the reputation, 

and the promotion of the great cause of 

Spiritualism. • :
While our-l venerable brother and • 

worthy contemporary, J; S. Loveland, 
contends there never has been a spirit­
ual organization, much less a national 
one, according to bls definition of the 
term, I trust he and all those who can'

Th© Only Idea Common to 
All Spiritualists.

IMPRACTICABILITY OF A CREED.
The formulating of a creed, or a set of 

principles on which Spiritualism is to 
rest, appears to be entirely Impractical, 
for among tbe millions of adherents to 
the basic idea of the possibility, of the 
certainty of communion between those 
who have entered another stage of be­
ing, and those who yet remain on earth, 
there is every shade of belief all of 
which claim to be supported by the tes­
timony of decarnated spirits.

For instance, where can there be any 
union in thought and action between 
those who hold as cardinal the idea of 
the personality of Jesus Christ/ and 
those who stoutly maintain he is only a 
myth and never had any existence ex­
cept in the domain of monkish ignor­
ance aud credulous superstition.

So far as needed unity of action to 
secure success to our cause is concerned 
it matters not which is true; there is the 
difference, and neither will accept the 
belief of the other, or modify his own 
In tbe least. One claims through the 
evidence of mediums hls real existence, 
while the other as positively declares 
that spirits who have been long in 
spirit realms have never found any 
trace of any such personage. And so of 
other equally opposing ideas which 
when brought into contact are equally 
hostile and irreconcilable.

It would require too much space to 
name all tbe different points of belief 
that are hostile, and in fact there is no 
need to do so, as every intelligent Spir­
itualist can recall many more if not all.

Have we not now a basis on which to 
stand, broad and firm, and true, which 
has made us what we are, a power In 
tlie world?

Has not tbe tiny rap announcing as It 
did the opening of the line of communi­
cation between the two states of being, 
been the all potent factor that has 
wrought the unparalleled change in the 
minds of millions? And Is not the sim­
ple fact of spirit communion growing 
out of that rap. been tho only Idea com­
mon to all Spiritualists? Ilas not that 
been the only point of attack that has 
been made from every quarter, the dis- 
proval of genuineness would destroy 
Spiritualism? Is not that sufficient, evi­
dence that we have a distinctive basis, 
recognized not alone in the world of 
thought, but by those of every shade of 
intellect as well?

As a class Spiritualists are more indi­
vidualized than are those of other 
modes of belief, and therefore more dis­
posed to independent thought. This is 
one reason why a creed, or any set of 
formulated principles cannot be de­
vised that can or will be accepted as an 
idea of universal or genera! acceptance. 
No one can expect another to believe 
more than tbat for which sufficient evi­
dence Is given, for If he so accepts. It is 
authority, not truth, that is the basis 
of his ideas.

For these nnd many other reasops I 
object to the formulating of a set of 
principles to which one must subscribe 
or be regarded as a schismatic.

We have been fighting church organi­
zations fifty years, and now to adopt 
their customs, tlie attempted enforce­
ment of which deluged tbe earth in 
blood, is simply suicidal. Let us not 
perform hari kari nt present.

An organization for business purposes 
whether National, state or both, would 
seem to be proper so that the general 
business affairs of tlie cause may be re­
duced to order. For this purpose the 
National and state organizations may 
properly enough be continued under 
proper modes of management.

S. F. DEANE, M. D.

EMINENTLY WORTHY.
Loveland's Declaration

Principles.

Chas. J. Barnes, the well-known 
trumpet and physical medium, is 
located at 11 Bishop Court, and will 
hold circles at above address Wednes­
day and Friday evenings at 8 o’clock.

In the case of tbe state board of 
health vs. Dr. Wakefield, prosecuted 
some time ago for practicing as a mag­
netic healer without being licensed, at 
Gibson, Ill., the jury returned a verdict 
of not guilty.

Lyman 0. Howe spoke in Titusville, 
Pa., Sunday, October 1. He is due at 
the Temple of Reason, near Tounvllle, 
Pa., Sunday, and the 16th also.

D. M. King, president of the National 
Spiritual and Religious Association, of 
Ohio, Maple Dell Camp, is now doing 
some lecturing in Michigan. He reports 
“that he finds many societies for some 
cause or other, badly crippled, or gone 
down. It has been reported that Mich­
igan was tlie banner state for Spiritual­
ism; if so what.condition can other 
states be in?” Societies that want a 
visit from this old pioneer worker, 
should address him at once at Vicks­
burg or Sturgis, Mich.

Mrs. C. McFarlin writes: “I am again ' 
located in Milwaukee, where I am en­
gaged to lecture for the Unity Society 
of Spiritualists for the coming three 
months. The first meeting was held 
Sunday evening, October 1, in the Sev­
erance Hall on Milwaukee street. This 
hall is a clean, commodious hall w ith a 
pleasant influence. I understand it has 
long been the centre for the Liberal 
Club meetings which no doubt hns left 
a psychic power for free thought there, 
making it an easy place for a medium 
to speak. I would like to make ar- 
raugements while here for mid-week 
lectures or parlor seances with Spirit­
ualists or societies accessible to Mil­
waukee. I am also open for engage­
ments with societies for tbe remainder 
of the lecture season, and solicit corre­
spondence for lectures, funerals or 
weddings. 'Those wishing my services 
can address Mrs. Catherine McFarlin. 
GOJ Jackson street, Milwaukee Wi^ 
cousin.”

Closes Whisler, of Delta, Iowa, writes; 
“There is at present an opportunity for 
Spiritualists on Une with us from Kan- . 
sas City to arrange for lectures at 
stated periods by that noted ‘Moses 
Hull of the West/ Rev. T. W. Wood­
row. Hls experience as a Universalist 
minister from 1872 down to seven years 
ago, at which time be stepped on tbo 
Spiritualist rostrum, has eminently 
fitted him to deal gently with the erring 
ones, and yet at the same time under­
mine old superstitions with a sledge­
hammer telling effect. Keokuk county 
has three convenient places to'reach. 
Let us wake up a correspondence on 
this line, and If possible set a trial date 
for experience as to whether a regular 
circuit may be established. His address 
Is T. AV. Woodrow, 421 Portsmouth 
Building, Kansas City, Kansas.”

G. AV. Kircher writes from Louisville, 
Ky.: “Our work In our new temple is 
progressing nicely. Mrs. Maggie Ves­
tel, of Dayton, Ohio, is with us this 
month, and last Sunday evening, her 
first Sunday with us, there was no 
standing room left. Mrs. Vestel’s tests 
from the trumpet in the light seem to 
please our people better than anything 
else. Our lecturer, Brother George E. 
lleinsohn, has returned after a pleasant 
visit lo Cincinnati. Our society Is very 
fortunate in bringing out two good me­
diums in Mrs. Mann and Wilber Jones. 
Mrs. Mann deserves praise for the good 
work she has done in the past ten years 
for our cause, and has been justly 
gifted for her good work. AVe are In 
good shape for our work this fall as our 
local material is as good as can be 
found, but tbe people want a change oc­
casionally. Any mediums coming this 
way we would be pleased to correspond 
with them.”

Mrs. Hamilton Gill will give a recep­
tion Tuesday evening, October 10, at 
ber residence, 11 Bishop Court. Friends 
desiring to meet her brother, Chas J. 
Barnes arc cordially invited to attend, 
Mrs. Gill, assisted by Mr. Barnes, ths 
well-known test medium, will give 
spirit messages at their hall. 517 West 
Madison street, every Sunday after­
noon nnd evening, until further notice.

T. AV. Woodrow, formerly a promi­
nent Univcrsalist minister writes: “I 
had the pleasure of delivering at tbe 
Central Iowa Spiritualist Association, 
which met at Marshalltown, Iowa, re­
cently. four lectures. 1 went from 
there to AVhite Pigeon. Iowa, and deliv­
ered eight discourses to increasing audi­
ences. Spiritualism is the cream of all 
religions and worked out into good 
character Is the fruitful butter, and 
when this is spread on the wholesome 
bread of the doctrine, the people will 
eat at our table with a relish. 1 will be 
situated in the future to respond to 
calls to serve In the capacity of minister 
of the gospel and to admonish tbe peo­
ple to ‘add to their faith knowledge/ 
and those desiring my services, will
please remember my address,
Portsmouth Building, 
Kansas.”

A

421
Kansas City,

of

To the Editor:—Since tbe beginning of 
the discussion among Spiritualists as to 
the necessity of adopting a declaration 
of principles, I have been anxious to 
hear from 'that profound thinker and 
philosopher, J. S. Loveland; and, there­
fore read with much Interest hls dec­
laration when it appeared. How ra­
tional and sensible, compared with the 
orthodox, Is hls conceptibn of the infi­
nite; yet there will probably be more 
'cavil and discussion, at the Rational 
Convention about God than anything 
else. We must agree with him or de­
clare that the finite can not comprehend 
the infinite; therefore, we know nothing 
about God, and leave people to believe 
as they please.

With one correction, Prof. Loveland’s 
declaration is eminently worthy of 
adoption. If Spiritualism is the philos­
ophy of life and “embraces all princi­
ples and questions Involving human re­
lations and destiny,” it also Includes 
women, and no declaration of principles 
should ever be adopted by Spiritualists 
that does not positively and emphat­
ically endorse woman’s rights. It is not 
enough that we believe in equal rights, 
and practice what we preach as exem­
plified in our work-and on the rostrum, 
we should proclaim it to the world, not 
by implication; we have bad enough of 
that in other systems,- but in language 
clear and unmistakable, that we cham­
pion the cause of woman. By contrast­
ing our teachings on this point with or­
thodoxy, which has cursed and blighted 
the life of woman, let us put the church 
to shame. This is a question of vital 
importance and deeply concerns the 
welfare and happiness ■ of humanity 
here and hereafter, and not to recognize 
this fact would be one of the greatest 
mistakes that we could possibly com-

Lora Holton writes from Gill South 
Peoria street, Chicago: “I contemplate 
a trip through Michigan during the 
month of November, and would like to 
speak for the Spiritualists of that state, 
and give tests. Parties desiring me to 
give them a call, upon very reasonable 
terms, please address me as soon as 
possible, Gill South Peoria street, Chi­
cago.”

Effie M. Post writes: “Tbe Helping 
Hand Society. (Ladies auxiliary to tlie 
First Spiritualist Society) of Flint, 
Mich., held its annual election of offi­
cers, on Tuesday, October 3. The fol­
lowing officers were elected for the en­
suing year: President, Mrs. Effie Post; 
vice-president, Mrs. Ivah Ingalls; secre­
tary, Mrs. Clara Ormsbee; treasurer, 
Mrs. Valeria Keyport, This society has 
passed its seventh anniversary, and the 
secretary gave tbe usual good report of 
this year’s work.”

Miss Bertha Sherman writes from In­
dianapolis, Ind.: ‘T have just completed 
my engagement with the Church of 
Spirit Communion, at Louisville, Ky. 
The cause of Spiritualism is rapidly In­
creasing in that vicinity. We had large 
attendances every Sunday evening, and 
the audience was generally composed of 
Infidels, skeptics, and Spiritualists. The 
Ladles* Aid is progressing nicely. I wish 
to' thank the friends, and also Dr. 
Wheeler and wife, for tho kindnesses 
that were bestowed upon me during my 
stay. May Dr. Wheeler be successful in 
hls undertakings, and my desire is to 
see the good work- go on In that com­
munity and others.” ...

Dr. Louis H. Friedman has been giv­
ing successful demonstrations ^of hls 
pealing powers at Conneaut, Ohio. .

Frank T. Ripley Is now at Alexandria, 1 
Ind., serving the First Spiritualist So­
ciety. He can be engaged for week 
evenings for cities or towns within one . ‘ 
hundred miles of Alexandria; also for 
funerals. He goes to Louisville for No­
vember; to New Orleans for December 
and January. .He has February and 
March still open. .

mlt . JOSEPHINE NpBRIS. (Continued on Page 8.)



KINDLY CRITICISM
Vhe Coming Convention and Its 

Portent.

/

j'-'. —
. MANY GRADES OF SPIRITISM AND 
L ,\ ? SPIRITUALISM.

•In the coming work of the N. S. A. at 
Chicago we as Spiritualists have a great 

deal to consider; there are many ques­

tions of importance, but first of all a 

large body of our brethren must7 be 
awakened from the somnolence of this 
unfortunate epoch.

There are many kinds of spiritism on 
earth; one variety amalgamated with 
idolatry and with but a small knowl­
edge of spirit return is called Hinduism, 
another inoculated with a commonplace 
worship of the spirits of their ances­
tors Is found with the Chinese, there is 
spiritism aud a license to lust among 
the Mormons, and so on ad infinitum, ad 
nauseuin. The thinking world has also 
long since discovered that there are 
grades of .Spiritism and Spiritualism 
amongst Spiritualists, and quite nat­
urally being a little particular as to how 
they are classified, thousands are loiter­
ing around our front door yard waiting 
for this coming N. 8. A. and its 
definition of what Spiritualism really is, 
io open the way for them to join our 
forces.

We to-day, if Spiritualists are any 
criterion of what Spiritualism means, 
believe in a God and deny lu the same 
breath that there Is a Divine Factor ip 
the universe. We teach charity and cast 
aspersions ou our neighbors; preach 
harmony, and-squabble in the most un- 

. dignified manner; ask skeptics to give 
conditions, and never dream that we 
also need lo furnish better conditions, 
etc., to medial workers. Some of us 
claim that there Is no higher potency in 
the. universe than human souls, for­
getting that as our bodies are com­
posed of nature’s elements, so must we, 

- the soul or spirit, be Individualized 
from tbe potentialities of tbe universal

V laboratory.

Some of our people never think be- 
• '• yond the one fact of spirit return, and 
I . would be utterly at sea In a philosophi­

cal discussion of anything excepting 
that one fact; others still are satisfied 
that we must pass through many em- 

i bodiments before graduating to perfec- 
' ' tion, and yet another class avers that 

; they don’t want to Incarnate another 
; • time and don’t propose to have their 

religion run on that basis. Others can­
not see a gem in the old Bible worth 

i ? Stooping to pick up; and we have those 
who worship Truth, that God-given 

। .potency, whether in tbe Bible, Koran, 
Talmud, or lu the Spiritualism of to­
day. Still others find delight in talking 
of the Spiritualism of the scriptural 
days, and many demand that all the 
good taught in the days of the past, 
whether by Hindu, Chinese, Greek, Jew 

j ^r Ciirjstian, be duly credited, aud that 
p' all tlie'evll of those days also shall be 

most emphatically pointed, out.
Wo have also a large percentage of 

Spiritualists who cry out to their lec­
turers, “Give tbe other feller fits!” aud 
who are not satisfied to listen to a 
thoroughly charitable teacher. This 
class has so predominated that it is a 
glaring fact, a horrible certainty, that 

‘.\ the stench of tho fakirism at our doors 
. -threatens to overpower us. Our own 

. dooryards should have been cleansed 
while we have been loafing around with 
bands in our pockets railing at the 
Christian churches just across (be way; 
nnd now that we find we have uo beau­
tifully clean spiritual temple to inVite 
our neighbors into, let us define, uot 

’ - a new Spiritualism, but
THE HIGHER SPIRITUALISM, 

and. finish the building of our temple 
i . that we may Invite in our friends and 

. neighbors from their vile church con- 
ditions.

r : ' We have one faction—insular Spirit- 
i• ualists—who deny the prevalence of 
’’^-fraud and license. All a morally care- 
।. / - Ipsa medial worker has to do Is to shiver 
W ft . few times, grimace and jabber a 
| J- mixed tongue, for them to feel positive 

•/that they have heard from tbe seventh

Is to disseminate our truths. The third 
la to start in motion the great system of 
machinery necessary for propaganda. 
First of all comes bur declaration of 
principles, which is merely a statement 
of who we are, what we arer where we 
are going and the reason of our ob­
truding ourselves upon public notice, 
and if we want the world’s sympathy 
we must be very careful not to outrage 
the common-sense of the world; for all 
races, In all climes, all peoples in all 
lauds feel that there is a Divine Essence 

somewhere which is far superior to 
mortality, which is omnipresent) though 
perhaps of (times latent, and which is 
omniscient though many days Inert. 
This scuse of a Supreme Presence is too 
common to be ignored, dear Spiritualist 
friends, and demands our attention, for 
we too, though reveling in the joy of 
knowing there is a life beyond, will 
make
BETTER CITIZENS OF THIS GREAT

EARTH COMMONWEALTH
If we reverently look up and out, and 
within also, to that Wondrous Some­
thing which Is and has its Existence in 
every leaflet and grain of sand, In each 
throb of old ocean, and every ray of 
light from distant sun; which vibratos 
within all human souls aud radiates 
from every angel missioner who en­
deavors to lead us upward.

If our declaration of principles be 
reverent, and do not savor too much of 
hydrocephalus, we may expect within 
the next ten years to hear such men as 
Minot Savage declare themselves Spir­
itualists; if we clean our own door- 
yards we may look for the greatest 
growth In avowed numbers which tbe 
world hns ever seen.

Societies should have In connection 
with their usual chureji services, psy­
chic research stations. We need new 
buildings untainted by past ecclesiasti­
cal murderlngs of the truth, unstained 
by public dances, and unpolluted by 
well-filled cuspidores, for all our serv­
ices. Iu short, .
WE NEED OUR OWN SPIRITUAL­

IST CHURCHES,
which in the second story shall give 
rooms for physical seances. It has been 
taught for over fifty years that me­
diums aud spirits need a perfectly clean 
room to obtain good manifestations for 
the general public, where the walls 
should be decorated with beautiful pic­
tures, and flowers and blooming plants 
adorn tlie room; good music should aid 
to bring harmony; ventilation should be 
sufficient to make germ poisoning at 
least improbable; the medium should 
freely offer test conditions; the door­
keeper be advised not. to admit people 
until they had bathed and also cleansed 
their bodies of whisky, tobacco, evil 
thoughts and passions; and then, with 
no' possibility for deception or for 
medium-grabbing or the throwing of 
paraphernalia, at this beautiful shrine 
of truth grand results might be ex­
pected. The ancient Egyptians and 
Assyrians exacted just these conditions 
before Seeking communion with the 
higher spirits. Why should not we 
BE JUST AS NEARLY CIVILIZED?

Organization is as 1 have affirmed a 
necessity for the continuance of the. 
phenomena; nnd organization under 
some name is an assured fact for the 
future, whether that name be Spiritual­
ism, Primitive Christianity, or Natural­
ism, largely depends upon whether we 
are broad enough nt this coining con­
vention to look at all sides of tlie ques­
tion nnd brave enough to work-for the 
whole truth instead of only a part of it.

I personally have many times ^eu 
falsely accused of being opposed to phe­
nomena, though the facts are exactly 
the opposite, as my many friends among 
the physical aud message media wel 
know. I meet more phenomenal me­
diums than lecturers quite naturally, 
and have therefore a larger acquaint­
ance in that direction. 1 am a phenom 
ennl medium myself and I prize my gif 
of tongues, prophecy, my test and mes 
sage-giving as much as my trance lec­
turing and improvisations. Through

f

i ■■•

. heaven. The character of the com­
munication seems to have nothing to do 
With it I have often heard these good 
but thoughtless people remark after 
having attended a modern sleight-of­

-hand performance, “Don't you think 
. ;the spirits helped that man?” Oh, sad 
.commentary on*, our condition. What 

• next will spring up from tbe unthinking 
•.mind? . .

We have Spiritualists who expect— 
really expect—ten to fifty full-form 
materializations from the mediumship 
of one instrument twice to fifteen times 
per week for an unlimited number of 
years, and these dear souls are ab- 

. Solute! y horrified when they notice a 
personation or transfiguration. Others 

”, go to a trumpet circle in full hopes of 
hearing from a dainty daughter through 
a greasy tin horn which has not been 
washed or .scoured since it was first 
bought: and some expect the father who 
never drank or smoked to manifest in a 
Circle composed of tobacco, chewers aud 
moderate drinkers. Still others expect 
their spirit friends to communicate 
through every mental medium In the 
Held, though they, the seekers, do not 
tare a fig for the media outside of the 
proof they bring, forgetting that It is 
only lu an atmosphere of loving kind­
liness that mediumship of any phase 
tan thrive; and that loving kindliness 
may ofttliues mean giving the instru-

ducees and Pharisee^ of modern thought 
are withdrawing into -the caves and 
crypts of sightless fishes, bats and owls. 
Not loug, and no one worthy the reck­
oning will be found to deny or question 
the oneness of the spiritual and earthly 
life. Men will'walk and talk with an­
gels, and angels with meu, and the 
earth-sphere will no longer be consid­
ered as of the earth, earthy, but will be 
looked upon as the first iu the series of 
bright spiritual and celestial spheres 
which hold In blessed thrall the glorious 
and transcendent destiny of oue com­
mon humanity. ” . A. M. GRIFFEN.

Spiritualist, organize to protect’ this 
ruth that It’ #my bo ^epf Unpolluted by 
he money-gutter and the pretender, and 
also to demand and keep our rights of 
religious liberty? , .

We never yet as a people have aided 
financially the poor, the suffering or the 
unfortunate, except in a few isolated 
cases ■where Ladies’ Aids have proven 
themselves Worthy of the name. True 
we do not believe in charity; rather 
would we have industrial justice for all 
men, Iu the meantime it looks as 

though we intended to let those who are 
suffering from present social conditions 
starve or suffer at our door without ex­
tending a hand to assist them!

Spiritualism teaches the need of or­
ganization, the need of charity toward 
all, the necessity for mediums being 
provided for, the need for better con­
ditions of birth for future generations, 
the crying necessity for cleanliness aud 
purity in the seauce-room, as well as the 
mere fact of spirit return. To keep up 
our organization requires a statement 
of principles, designatory names for 
workers which cannot be stolen by 
irresponsible parties, church buildings 
set aside for tlie especial use of Spirit­
ualists, newspapers and journals well 
patronized, libraries of liberals books, 
houses for our indigent and worthy 
workers, missionaries to reach new 
localities, schools for the instruction of 
gifted sensitives, and above all and with 
it all, an extended hand to all who 
suffer, all who are ill and poverty- 
stricken, all who mourn, und all who 
loug to progress. May our N. S. A. take 
its next step, Is the prayer which we 
should all seud heavenward.

CARRIE F. WEATHERFORD.

c|ea and coBtraffictlojip/^thodlsm had 
to organize to protect J Ueli against the 
Ignorant advocates :df * Its ’■ doctrines. 
Everything ln the universe is organized. 
Let ua unite and push-the.work forward 
to success. HJ W, SPRAGUE,

THE CRISIS. rnrr m*. woBsrs w ^ 
r Hrr 5nlIfic Catarrh Xflki* Iler cum Catarrh, Mar 
Fevers Col d In head, Partial Deaf­
ness, and all diseases of the air 
passages by inhalation. Mallei 
on three days’ trial free, with 

L medicine for one year. If Matls*.
factory, send #1, if not, return 1U 

DR. E. J. WORST, 

132 Main St., Aslitand, Ohla.

The Tendencies of Organize 
tion.

ORGANinflON.
Cause Will Live 
Orow Without' It. 

__________ r-' fl

. LEADERS AND LIVING ISSUES.
To fhe Editor:—Fifty-one years ago 

last March, Benjamin Franklin, assisted 
by a baud of wise spirits who were 
deeply interested in the happiness of 
humanity, determined to open intelli­
gent communication with the people on 
our earth; they chose the Fox children, 
from Hydesville, N. Y., for their me-

andThe CO-OPERATION

MISSIONARY WORK.
Make Special Effort In This 

Way.

my own experience I aver that Spirit­
ualists require too much spiritually of 
their honest sensitives, and too little In 
another sense of the careless ones; the 
teachers are poorly remunerated. Me­
diumship through lack of understanding 
is scarcely bearable to any parson not 
naturally Inclined to martyrdom. A 
large percentage of the sensitives are 
next door to privation; the development 
of medial gifts means years of physical 
and mental suffering and self-denial; 
exercise of any phase means the most 
decided sensitiveness until life is oft- 
times unendurable on account of it, and 
we can count it as a fact that but few 
Investigators or Spiritualists would con­
sent to retain test, physical or In­
tellectual mediumship if they once had 
it developed. It Is not so entirely the 
necessary psychism, which must be 
a birthright, but it Is the
ABILITY TO BEAR THE BURDEN 

OF SENSITIVENESS

FORM CIRCUITS AND SEND OUT
SPEAKER^ AND MEDIUMS. |

It Is thought by some people that 
Spiritualists cannot be organized ou 
account of the diversity of opinion and 
the different understanding of the facts 
tbat Spiritualism presents. , i

It is true that we cannot organize the 
different and conflicting opinions and 
beliefs of Spiritualists, nor can we or­
ganize Spiritualism, because Spiritual­
ism was organized before we mortals 
ever heard of It. It Is a fact in nature, 
or contains many natural facts. But 
we can organize spiritualists for busi­
ness purposes and' on business prin­
ciples, “for business only,” and by so 
doing we will greatly facilitate con- I 
ditions and hasten tlie time when all 
shall know of the beautiful reality of 
our “heaven revealed” philosophy.

We should organize for a definite pur­
pose, and that purpose should be clearly 
stated that the world may know what 
we stand for, The telephone companies 
are organized to build Hues and to man­
ufacture instruments through which 
the messages are transmitted. Let us 
organize to educate and develop our 
instrumcuts through which the spirit ' 
messages are given.

The telegraph companies organize to J 
secure the right of way, to clear the 
way through forests and swamps, over 
bills and mountains and to span oceans 
to make conditions to transmit mes­
sages from one country to another, 
from one people to another.

Let us organize to secure th*' rjght of 
way. to clear away the forest of super­
stition, to drain the swamps of ignor­
ance. to span the oceans of doubt and 
agnosticism, and to open the way for 
communication between all the people 
of this world aud those of the spirit 
land. z

Let us organize, leaving out all dog­
matism. confining no one to another's 
belief, but that we may give to each a 
better opportunity to learn, aud the 
freedom to express whatever may seem 
to him to be true.

Let us stand by the organization we 
now have. Some valuable lessons have 
been learned. Let us. profit thereby.

THE N. S. A. HAS NO BUSINESS TO 
LIMIT, CONTROL1 OR 1 FASHION 
THOUGHT TO SU^ ANY PRE-AR­
RANGED FORMULA. ,
To the Editor:—Truth cannot be en­

tirely suppressed by ‘organization, but 
it may be, and often has, in tbe past, 
been long delayed in its coming by just 
that iustrumentalityf*and the truth of 
spirit communion will form no excep­
tion to this statement. There is no need 
for an organization to tell mankind 
what to believe and what not to believe. 
Systems of belief are at best but crys­
tallizations of speculative and dogmatic 
thought, and whenever au organization 
is established to propagate and perpet­
uate any such system, it is an advertise­
ment to the world that “Here only is 
the truth to be found, and there Is no 
progression beyond our standards.” ’

Au organization Is in short a public 
acknowledgement of the weakness * of 
the truth it represents; it is an Instance 
of arrested development of some half 
truth which has found its way into the 1 
world but is unable to stand alone and 
do battle with truths which by their 
owu inherent power win the hearts and 
minds of men.

Organizations are a stumbling-block 
lu the way of many a timid soul that if 
accustomed to walk alone would soon 
work its way to a higher realization 
of the truths of the natural and the 
spiritual world. '

The lessons of “the starry heavens 
above us and the moral law within us” 
must be learned by ourselves. The un­
derstanding of nature, law, God, spirit, 
matter, canscience, duty, love, thought, | 
reason, life—the great world without , 
and within, is.for the individual him- j 
self to achieve. Who can comprehend 
for me the problems of Euclid or tbe 
operation of the law- of gravitation? 
None, verily. I do not comprehend un­
less 1 comprehend. Others may give 
me the benefit of their endeavors, but it 

i is only helping nie to help myself—a 
holding of the candle while I do the 
work.

What, then, has our National Spirit­
ualists’ Association to do with the truth 
of spirit communion? Just this and 
nothing more—Spread the glad tidings 
among the nations ot the earth by all 
conceivable legitimate ways aud 
ways. But by what means aud ways? 
Ah, there Is the rub. -1 suggest that 
everything be done that good sound 
business sense can do t6 protect and de­
fend our mediums in the free exercise 
of their gifts; that fraudulent practices 
by mediums and pseudo mediums be ex­
posed and condemned; that local socie­
ties be warned against such1 persons; 
(hat all genuine mediums be Assisted in 
cases of prosecution hl law arising out 
of the prejudice of bigotry; that Spirit­
ualistic literature be 'disseminated as 
freely as funds will permit; and that 
tin absolutely free platform be main­
tained.

। But let us all remember that whether 
the N. 8. A. sink or swim, tlie truth of 
spirit communion, It ^hall not perish. 
Without organization (Spiritualism will 
live and grow. Without mediumship It 
would die to-morrow.* A medium here, 
another yonder, from the church, from 
the ranks of materialism, of a poor and 
humble family, from one of wealth and 
Influence, obscure or prominent In so­
ciety, keeps the flame flickering, burn­
ing, blazing around the world, and the 
N. S. A. is never once thought of.

/•There was a man at the well who 
told me all 1 ever knew—bow wonder-

SHOULD BUILD ANEW. diumSj and succeeded in communicating 
by the rapping method. It has been 
many times truthfully stated that the 
first rap at Hydesville knocked the bot­
tom but of the entire Christian dis­
pensation; only a glance at the old 
Christian theories, and dogmas of fifty 

THOITCHT OR' I yeaVS ag0» l,l0Ves the truth Urst Claimed HUNK Hlb N AHOUGHl-OK- for the tiny rap in every particular. Not 
GANIZATION SHOULD BEGIN AT a vestige is left of the bottomless pit,’

Creeds and National Organ 
izations.

EACH SHOULD . BE FREE TO

THE BOTTOM.
The great difficulty in formulating a 

creed to express the views of the multi­
tude, is found in tbe fact that educated 
men, and, indeed, the half-educated, 
have opinions of their own.which have 
beeu formed by a long process of rea­
soning, provided they did not build such 
creeds on Inherited error. Such persons 
are reluctant to surrender convictions 
thus formed to the dictation of even a 
large majority. |

The more numerous the subjects in­
volved in a creed the greater must be 
the.concessions to bring all into a har­
monious whole. Successful political 
parties, guided by statesmen, have 
uniformly narrowed their platforms to 
very few subjects, sometimes to only 
one or two, rather than enlarging to 
embrace the many Isms which divide 
the body corporate. Religious societies 
originally formulated their creeds so as 
to embrace/ few subjects. Belief that 
Jesus was the son of God, born of a 
virgin, who came to earth to save man­
kind from endless woe, was the foun­
dation of all Christian creeds, and all 
else was but auxiliary. As this creed 
expanded, so as lo make Jesus God him­
self, co-eternal with the Father, the 
issues were enlarged, and divisions 
arose. Instead of oue sect there were 
two. Discord increased as men rea­
soned, until now it is claimed through­
out Christendom there are over one 
thousand varying sects, and their num­
bers are continually augmented.

A dozen, a hundred, any number how­
ever small or numerous, may unite aud 
formulate a creed; but tlie element of 
discord enters the organization, liable 
to crop out at any time and produce dis­
integration. The liability increases with 
the addition of each subject embraced 
in tbe creed.

When modern Spiritualism first came 
into being independent thinkers first 
embraced it. Many churchmen wel­
comed it. Each had opinions of his 
own, until every subject in the realm of 
thought had an advocate iu the new 
faith. To name those various beliefs 
would require mention of every system 
of morals aud philosophy which has 
divided the people since man was civil­
ized. Nothing has been.too gross to be | 

' favored by somebody. The wildest | 
I chimeras of - disordered brains have । 
found able advocates. Truckling am­
bition, aspiring genius, und roving 
fancy have reveled at a mutual board, 
and asked uli lo unite hi pushing ou-

the endless hell, a visionary heaven 
somewhere up among the starry worlds, 
the trinity of Gods, salvation for the 
violation of infinite law, or the infallible 
word of God made up of history, aspira­
tion, inspiration, and a strong tincture 
of human selfishness and deception. 
Now the question we must-soon con­
sider is, Which way are we tending, 
which way drifting (for we seem to be 
drifting)? There must be a reason 
why we are not in the front ranks as 
reformers. Are we honest, are we trust­
worthy, are we frauds, fools or in­
competents? These, -are serious ques­
tions, that is why I ask them, I have 
good reasons for asking them. I re­
cently listened to the Bev. Thomas 
Gregory, who withdrew from one of the 
finest Unlversalist churches In this city 
last June. .Why? Because he is de­
termined to be free, free to preach the 
truth without limitation or restraint. 
He is one of the ablest teachers in this 
city. He gets out of the bonds, he 
shakes off the packs from his back, and 
our Spiritual pastors put them on. Is 
there one intelligent Spiritualist iu the 
N. S. A. that does not know that the 
$15,000 home and the $15,000 in bank 
will prove a curse? If so, he is unfit for 
his position.

I am unable to see my own way clear 
lo endorse any movement tbat cau be 
manipulated to limit or restrain any­
body.

Neither Theodore J. Mayer’s generous 
offer, nor the additional fifteen thou­
sand dollars in bank to the credit of the 
N. 8. A. are what level-headed Spirit­
ualists demaud, or ask; we do uot want 
to be anchored to a home aud fifteen 
thousand dollars, housed or placed upon

.Strengthen, Spiritually, 
Mentally, Financially. -

MANY MISUNDERSTANDINGS TO , 

BE RIGHTED AND VEXED QUES­

TIONS TO BE SETTLED.

To the thoughtfully minded man or 
woman in the ranks of Spiritualism the 
seventh annual convention of the 
N. S. A., to convene in Chicago, Ill., the 
17th, 18th, 19th and 20th of October, la 
to be the turning point of that august 
body; the question “To be or not to be” 
must adjust Itself. Those who have the 
interest of that Association’s welfare at 
heart see that there is much work to be 
done, many misunderstandings righted 
and vexed questions settled.

The present value placed upon the 
science, philosophy and religion of 
Spiritualism adumbrates but faintly 
what may be Its position In the world’s 
religion of the future. Dimly seeing 
this, many men and women have 
formed themselves into this organized 
body, known as the N. 8. A., not. for / 
personal aggrandizement nor to govern 
tlie spirits that return to us, nor to rule 
the method by which the science of 
Spiritualism is given to the world, nor 
to frame laws by which Its philosophy 
must be taught, nor yet to formulate a 
creed for its religion; but by and 
through co-operation to so strengthen 
themselves spiritually, mentally and 
financially as an Association, thereby 
being better qualified for that work In 
Spiritualism which seems to them right 
and best; and to strive for the highest 
truths to be attained in our “Reform 
Religion,” and in turn give such to the 
world’s inquiring ones.

Ail true Spiritualists are the friends
of the N. 8. A. (or would be 
would take time and Inquire 
aims and objects), aud will do 
it great or small, which will 
good work onward. The time is 
when the world will respect us

If they 

into its 
that, be 
aid the 
at band 
because

we respect ourselves; if we co-operate 
in our efforts toward attaining tbe 
highest and best we will reach our goal.

The N. S. A. will not found au 
ecclesiastic power nor will it force any 
to wear sacerdotal robes nor compel 
any to accept a “Declaration of Prin­
ciples,” which is to many a creedal 
bogy-man, nor will It build churches. 
Nay, ’twill answer your needs, O Spirit­
ualists, for ’tis the voice of your people 
speaking to the world, as you will;

)• • ment bread and butter, clothing .and 
. Bhelter, freedom from the storms of life

• . and safety for to-morrow. * In short, we
talk of the need of charity and har­
mony, and give too little of It; and we

. ask the skeptic and Investigator to give 
.!; > . conditions which we as a body of people 
’ •■■ •<■ do not furnish ourselves.
i. ■" .With all of these elements is organ-
R . jzation a good thing?' Should It be con- 
'^:,.' tinned, and above all how can it best 
fv be continued?
I; Or must this great truth and series of 

.‘ truths which is the forerunner of 
./? .coming human justice, which brings 

-4^ * absolute knowledge’of the continuity 
' y \ .of life, be left to languish by the way- 
i - - 6100, cast into tbe hands of the self-
I ; Becker, for its future welfare is the

. _, burning question of the hour? Not only 
• 5s It a question which affects to-day, 

'L but to-morrow; future generations yet
• unborn will

EITHER REJOICE OR SUFFER
Its a consequence of the work done by 
Spiritualists at thia convention. Chil­
dren of the coming centuries will either 
be better, more truthful, freed from 
bigotry and tbe fear of death or be as 
Imperfect as we of this nineteenth cen­
tury, accordingly as Spiritualists work?

• for the higher Spiritualism nt this con­
vention of truth-seekers, or loiter in tbe 
valleys of lassitude.

Spiritualism depends upon medium- 
Bhip of the differing phases, both physi­

cal and mental, for Its proof, and upon 
the instructions given through media is 
built its philosophy. The explanations 
if life itself and of medlumisilc phe­
nomena constitute its science, and the 
Hhlcal teachings are its religion. • 

. As the foundation of this temple and 
. the pillars which support the structure 

^re medlumlstlc phenomena, the very 
first thought should be to take good care 
^f the little band of sensitives whose 
Ives of self-sacrifice speak loudly of 
their devotion to duty. Tbe second need

which must be inherited and cannot be 
commanded.

Mediumship. Is a dangerous gift; like 
any other great development, the 
possessor never stands still morally, but 
either progresses or retrogrades.

I want to see pretended mediumship 
eliminated; we are too young to be so 
loaded down with fraud and chicanery; 
how coarse the Euclid Hall and Spirit 
Robt G. Ingersoll wretched farce was 
in New York City. Oh, ye gods and 
decent people, how disgusting to per­
sons of civilized sensibilities, how tbe 
family of the grand agnostic must feel, 
how the masses who have not yet 
learned the difference between Spirit­
ualism and farce must smile; and will 
our N. S. A. longer leave our honest 
workers to be associated in the public 
mind with such wretched medium­
mongers and spook-to-order fakes? 
Shall our devoted Instruments for truth 
be catalogued before the world with 
such riff-raff?' I say no, no; a thousand 
times no! All that is manly and 
womanly in us must wake up at these 
two calls: First, to protect and en­
courage media and mediumship; second, 
to. prevent swindlers from using the 
name by which sensitives are des­
ignated, a title which should stand un­
sullied before the world and denote 
purity and progress.

Our N. S. A. has been sadly imperfect, 
but nevertheless that same National has 
cleared the space and gotten ready to 
do something better; let us aid it by 
something practical The delegates aro 
largely to blame for its inefficiency; but 
first of all it was a.mistake to start it 
without the combined consultation of 
leading workers. Laymen" never—yet 
made -a success of any religious or. 
ethical. enterprise; direct inspiration 
from higher realms has made Spiritual­
ism a potency, and •
DIRECT INSPIRATION FROM THE 

SAME SOURCE ALONE
will be wise enough to make it practical 
and possible as an organization. Let a 
body of representative mediums be ap- 
polnteu at the next convention to draft 
a declaration of principles and the thing 
will be accomplished, and I do not mean 
occasional mediums, but Instead those 
who have devoted their lives to tho 
propaganda. - . ••-

Organization Is -not necessary, say 
some, yet how quickly the same persons 
would organize to protect their homes 
and drive an enemy from the country. 
Then why. not, dear brother and sister

Wherever anything Is wrong we may 
make it right. Let us get to work aud 
organize a society in every town and 
village throughout the laud wherever it 
Is possible to do so.

Let us organize state associations, Its 
officers to be elected from delegates 
sent io the state conventions by local 
societies, the state conventions to send 
delegates to tbe National Convention, 
there to elect, the officers from their 
number to look after the interests of 
the Spiritualists as a whole, including 
the local societies in states where there 
are as yet no state organizations.

The N. S. A. has proved itself capable 
of organizing state associations. It cun 
certainly help the Spiritualists of auy 
state to organize, as it helped New 
York, Texas and other states. Where 
state associations are at work, let them 
lust it ute mass meetings for tbe purpose 
of disseminating our gospel and raising 
funds to carry on the missionary work.

There are many hundreds, if not thou­
sands of places where local societies 
can be organized. We need mission­
aries, not a half dozen, but many. I 
know of many towns now where so­
cieties can be organized, and my little 
circuit of observation in this direction, 
is very small, comparatively. I think 
the most important business for the 
coming N. 8. A. Convention should be to 
appoint missionaries, and to provide 
hmds to send them forth to organize 
ocal societies in states where there are 
no state organizations. Where a state 
Is organized it should be encouraged to 
send out missionaries. ।

I know from personal experience that 
the Spiritualists are ready to organize. 
All that is needed is organizers and 
funds to carry on the work. '

W lure ver wo have effected a local or­
ganization public work has commenced, 
though no public work may have been 
done in that-place before, and where 
there Is a good working society Spirit­
ualism is respected. Spiritualism has 
no standing where it has no organiza­
tion. * *

I would be willing to put myself 
uhder bond to organize and charter 
fifty societies in the next year In either ' 
Pennsylvania, Ohio or Michigan, and 
there are probably twenty other states 
in the Union where the same number or 
more may be organized and chartered. 
If tills is true we could have twenty 
state associations, and each one backed 
by half a hundred local societies.

In a little time, with proper work, 
these societies would grow strong, 
other societies jjvould be formed, our 
cause would receive the attention it so 
well deserves, and the people be freed 
from doubt and dogma.

We now have sixteen state associa­
tions, I believe, and If each one of them 
would put forth the effort, they could 
make them average fifty societies each, 
and more, in one year, and with a little 

. more work they could be made self- 
sustaining. - -

The missionary should visit the local 
societies at tegular intervals and thus 
help to encourage and strengthen them. 
Circuits should be formed and speakers 
and mediums put "upon them. The 
enormous expense of railroad travel 
which our, speakers and mediums, or 
their employers, are now obliged to pay, 
would be reduced to a minimum., •

Christianity has succeeded as an or- 
• ganizatlon, with all of its Inconslsten-

full” “A woman described all my 
friends who had died years ago, and 
told me many wonderful things about 
the past and the present and a spiritual 
world!” Ah, tbat is tbe living fountain 
of light and life which makes the world 
believe in the “truths of Spiritualism;” 
and it is because that fountain supplies 
tbe waters that feed and satisfy tlie 
teudcrest sympathies and nature of 
man that Spiritualism will endure. It 
is :i part of the activities which belong 
to man as man. It finds its root and 
cause of being in love and can no more 
die than love cau die, nor can it easily 
be diverted or perverted from rhe ob­
ject of its being.
Wouldst thou, presumptuous as thou 

nit.
O’er nature play the tyrant’s part. 
And with tbe hand compel the heart? 
Oh, rather, rather, hope to bind 
Tbe ocean wave, the mountain wind; । 
Or fix thy foot upon the ground 
To stop the planet rolling round.

Tho N. S. A. can do, has done, and 
probably will do a great dp.il to further 
the interests of the caqse by furnishing 
opportunity for the expression of the 
best thought of Its most enlightened ad­
vocates; but it has no business to limit, ! 
control, or fashion that thought to suit 
auy pre-arranged, cut and dried for­
mula. Neither can it do so. Any at­
tempt thereto is sure to meet with com­
plete failure because Spiritualists—not 
all, perhaps, who bear tbat name—but 
Spiritualists who are such by nature as 
well as in name, are free thinkers in the 
fullest sense of the word and will 
brook no interference with their right 
to judge for themselves of wbat is true.

Suppose our convention adopts a 
credo, or simply a “declaration of prin­
ciples,” who Is to be bound by it, wbat 
difference will It make with anyone, 
and how will it advance the cause of 
truth? And suppose that the declara­
tion be of the most patent and univer­
sally accepted principles, or truths, 
sudh as that man Is a spirit; that disem­
bodied spirits may anti do under proper 

I conditions communicate with the em­
bodied, that right conduct and good in­
tentions, and not belief determine the 
spiritual status of the individual here 
and. hereafter, has the world never 
heard of such propositions ibefore; or 
will it believe any m^re certainly that 
such are the facts- now because we

ward their favorite measures. The 
multiplicity of these fungi nearly 
swamped Spiritualism tb.rty years ago. 
Ii has not yet outgrown them. Had 
agitation and discussion been limited to 
matters pertaining to the new faith, 
and all outlying subjects had been rele­
gated to oilier societies having them in 
care, discord would have been avoided.

Docs not common sense suggest, .with 
such a condition of things, each Spirit­
ualist shall be at liberty to think his 
own thought on all questions dividing 
humanity, other than as regards an im- 
mortai life nnd spirit communion, and 
leave him, bls faith and private acts to 
be .settled in other tribunals?

Social organizations are desirable and ■ 
should be encouraged. They are mighty 
helps to attain a given end. A dozen, a 
hundred, a thousand or a million per­
sons laboring iu harmony, forgetful of 
minor issues, nnd pushing forward a 
worthy cause, by united effort loug con- 
tiuued, can accomplish what at first 
may seem impossibilities.

True organizations begin at the bot­
tom. They embrace individuals uniting 
their efforts and spending their energies 
In a common purpose. Groups first 
formed; those groups increasing in num­
bers, are merged into societies. These 
societies, when sufficiently numerous, 
may unite in a general society, which 
will be watchful over all. When these 
general societies, like the- primaries, 
have become numerous, then it is prob­
able it will be well to copy our federal 
government, and form a national and 

। central organization, with supervision 
over state societies, as the latter have 
care over subordinate societies.
As the national government permits 

the people In their sovereign capacity to 
locate cities, and organize townships, so 
when these organizations desire, ter­
ritorial organizations aro authorized.

I Should not Spiritual societies imitate 
this national device, commence at the 
bottom and within, rather than at the 
top and from without, a few ambitious 
Individuals, self-appointed, managing to 
gain control, then formulating rules and 
creeds to govern the whole? A Republic 
begins and rests on the people. An 
Autocracy begins with usurpation, and 
generally ends in tyranny and oppres­
sion.

the dependent or Invalid list. We want 
leaders and an object that commands 
us; the present- spiritual routine does 
not satisfy; we want men and women 
who are not afraid of living Issues, 
popular or unpopular; we want no more 
political, medical, Christian or Spiritual 
monopoly. Those are live issues. We 
want leaders at the front who have 
strength to stand alone, stand by their 
convictions, with courage enough to 
assist those who are fighting the great 
battles for liberty, justice and equality.

Scientists promise to demonstrate the 
fact of spirit return just as they dem­
onstrate geology, and astronomy. They 
can do so without doubt; they will 
settle that question.

We do not need missionaries any 
more than do the heathen, or the geolo­
gist. Spirit life and communion are I look hopefully for the future to perfect 
natural scientific truths. All that Is the work begun along these lines. ‘The

hence put to oue side your small griev­
ances and personalities, come to the 
front and make it possible for these 
good men and women to do the work
they are striving for. Come and help 
right the mistakes, do not stand to one 
side, only finding fault; come and talk 
over the vexed questions, for we wish 
to have your Ideas, they may benefit 
our labors much. Come and be with us 
in this great cause, the cause of Truth!

We believe in and work for local, 
state and national organization, and

now left for Spiritualists to do is to National, first, last and all time,” should 
better tbe condition of humanity here be tbe war-cry of the Spiritualists for 
and now; uplift them so they cau see our ••hnppluess Is found In nil men's 
aud be blessed by the truth. We do uot g00(j » > -phiOR
need any special prayers, mummery or lnJiauap(,11Si Init ' ’
mystery, but good, solid everyday work. . 1

The fraud cry, whether just or unjust, ' —■————-----------
will settle Itself just as soon us our . mamrnr nnixiiAil

SINCERE OPINION.
As I have previously written for the ------
sttwsj&wiyss: spMtwte « mmi*. w
by some of our leaders have been 
towards the adoption of old wornout 
church forms and methods, for what 
purpose if not for position, ai)d the 
money there is in it? Who will answer 
this query?

Our Age.

THE IDEAL BROTHERHOOD OF 
MAN.

Before the National Spiritualist Asso-
The extreme effort for State and elation convenes on tbe 17th of October, 

National organization is not necessary; in your city, it behooves all those luter- 
we have so long been taught to believe ested in that important event to express 
tbat we must make some external their sincere opinions as to its status 
parade and show In order to satisfy and the importance it sustains to the 
what our conscience says we ought to great movement known as Modern Spir- 
do, that we come to make ourselves be- ituallsm.
Heve we can live and thrive by proxy. After six years of its present exlst- 
Koclctles tax and at their best are ex- cnee and active work, the question 
pensive; only the most simple aud iu- arises, upon what basis is this organiza- 
expensive should be tolerated by re- tion founded? What nre its principles, 
formers, depending upon Internal work its articles of faith and belief. The be- 
and growth, more than upon tbe ex- lief in spirit communion Is as old as tbo 
ternal. universe aud co existent with man. All

In no true sense can Spiritualists be sects and religious doctrines are found- 
represented by the approaching annual ed on this belief and have been tho 
meeting in Chicago. I think it true to levers to man’s higher spirituality, 
write, that not one Spiritualist iu a Modern Spiritualism then is simply an
thousand will be represented. impulsion of our age and lias added

I am more than pleased to know that force as the human Intellect Interprets 
the great mass of Spiritualists cannot the subtle laws of nature and mind, 
be coaxed or frightened into a surren- We need then a declaration of prlncl- 
der of their independence, by joining pies clear and concise, closely related to 
•any society. Skepticism and iudepen- nature and her laws and based on scien- 
dence have always been the friends of tific principles and research. Inductive
humanity. research Is worth tons of metaphysics,

say-so? hi -I
I would not give much for that man 

or woman’s Spiritualism who Is made a 
Spiritualist by somebody’s say-so, even 
If that somebody, happened to> be so au­
gust nnd respectable =u .body as the N. 
S.A. • ■ fl

On the other hand,i if we : adopt a 
creed, or declaration of principles, we 
will be catalogued as sone more sect In 
the religious sects, Qf' the world—that 
and nothing more, so far as outsiders 
are concerned; but amongst us thqre 
will be found many a- narrow-minded 
fledgeling who will meekly put ou the 
collar, and then because some grand 
soul, the hem of whose garment he is 
utterly unworthy to touch, does ,not so 
readily conform as he, will read him out 
of the ranks, off the Spiritualistic earth, 
out of the Spiritualistic heaven, and 
Into the Spiritualistic hell.

• Spiritualism is doing well enough as 
it Is. It is permeating all forms and 
systems of • religious thought ’ Gradu­
ally. but surely it is transforming the 
materialism of the world into a practi-

May be the idea of a National Society, 
originating with primary or state so­
cieties, has been lost sight of, and that 
that Is the reason the one now existing 
lacks success. If so would it not be 
well to begin anew, with no embarrass­
ing hindrances In tbe way, and build 
from the' base upwards, Instead of the 
summit downwards. An inverted pyra­
mid resting on. its apex, is liable to 
tottie and fall at any moment; but 
properly constructed, on’a broad foun­
dation it is as enduring as the globe 
itself. ;
' Whether .there should be state socie­
ties, intermediary between tbe primary 
and the national, may be a question of 
considerable Importance; but by all 
means lot Spiritualists, in their sov-. 
ereign capacity, formulate subordinate 
societies, and let representatives of 
these societies formulate the higher or­
ganizations; and let all remember that 
it Is the creed of tho church which re­
tarded science, desolated the earth, and 
deluged It with blood, and that a very 
good creed had better be brief and ex­
plicit, quite broad enough for all, rather 
than so narrow as to. exclude a single 
honest believer.

G. W. BROWN, M. D.
Rockford, Ill. , ' “ "

The Principles of Nature, m Discov­
ered in the Development and Structure 
of tbe Universe. Material and Spiritual 
Magnetic Forces. Laws of Spiritual

If we will attend to this world, make theories and speculations. The ethical 
it bright and beautiful, all will be well, and altruistic principles of progressive

A score of National organizations nature should be the ground-work ot 
would be insufficient to enlist even a our spiritual organization, and human 
majority of Spiritualists; organization interest in human wants take the place 
always signifies conservatism, order, of vague abstract theories and dogmas 
limitations, and restrictions, and we all which often block the road to clear rea- 
know the first expression of every or- son and true spirituality. What, then, 
ganizatlon Is in the line of limitations our National Spiritualist Association 
and restrictions; somebody must bow, should represent most of all before the 
and some must be exalted in order to world is the brotherhood of man, un- 
have order and success. We are not trammeled by dogmas and doctrines, 
yet ripe enough to be thus manipulated and a closer unity of brotherly feeling
by anyone. from the side of human wants, human

The coming convention has before It needs and human sympathy. Bellev- 
a glorious opportunity; let us all as Ing that to be born right physically is to 
Spiritualists do our best to make it a be born right spiritually, and that vice 
practical working businorTconvention; and virtue are directly due to condl- 
we can give the meeting our best tions of society, social and national, 
thoughts, our good wishes. We can I That a law grade and a high grade of 
make it social and cheerful if not social-1 society are interchangeable conditions
Is tic. M. E. CONGER. and the natural results of conditions 

and circumstances surrounding individ-
uals prior to birth as well as after- 

*The infidelity of Ecclealastlctsnu wards. That whatever helps to bring
A Menace to American Civilization.” the human race closer together is to be 
By Prof. W. M. Lockwood, lecturer encouraged, and the basis of all true 
upon, physical, physiological and .pay- growth, religious or governmental, 
chic science. Demonstrator of the mo- Then it is hoped the steps taken at the 
lecular or spiritual hypothesis of na- coming National Spiritualists Convcn- 
tare. : Scholarly, masterly, trenchant, tion will be on lines purely ethical, edu- 
Prlce 25 cents. For sale at this office. cational and progressive, free from seC- 
. tarlan tenets, dogmas and doctrines

that haTe not for the,r sole object the f ^ 1 uplifting of humanity from mental
Knk For^ale tt this office. “ bondage and physical slavery and the

ushering In of the era of the Brother-
“Human Culture and Cure, Marriage hood of man. BISHUP-A. BEALS.

Sexual Development, anti Social Summerland, Cal.
building.” By E. D. Babbitt, M. D, |
LL.D. A most excellent and very valu* "
able work, by the Dean of the College . T
of Fine Forces, and author of other Im-
portant volumes on Health, Social 8cb :M»^^ ^ ^ e^£o^^^

■ | ®s printed at the top of the first page, '
Man.the Microcosm—His Infinite ana right hand corner. If this number co^

JXmgUCUV X’VXV.^0, AM no v*. K>pU.iVUM Celestial Relations and Spiritual Pow* | responds with the figures on your wrap- 
Manifestations nnd Mediumship. Splr-,'ers. Of this pamphlet by a Spiritualist 
itual Planes and Spheres. Given Inspl-1 of thought aud experience, Lyman 0. 
rationally, by Mrs. Maria M. King. In 
three volumes, 8vo. A remarkable

per, then tho time yon have paid for hu

work; among the greatest In the liter­
ature of Spiritualism.' Price reduced

. from #1.78 to #1.25 per volume. Port- 
cal altruistic Spiritualism.- The Sad-- aftlSc«&t&

Howe speaks highly. Mrs. Mary A. 
Livermore, a most competent judge, 
teds of the delight and benefit to her 
husband and herself in reading It The 
booklet by G. B. Stebbins, Is for "sale 
it UI* office. Price, 10 cents, postpaid.

expired, and you are requested to renew ; 
your subscription. This number at the 
right hand corner of the first page la ad* 
vanced each week, showing the number 
of- Progressive Thinkers Issued up to 
date/ Keep watch of the number on . 
the tag of your wrapper.
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We must have a N. S. A. to represent 
the whole and to give us power and 
standing before the people in proportion 
to our magnitude, and organized by del­
egates from state associations, and gov-

agree upon 
principles,

National 
Chicago 
terested 
meeting.

comes authoritative, 
unpleasant results.

Like other people,

MORE THAN THESE WILL 
ATE DIVISION-ORGANIZE 
A COMMON PURPOSE.

might 
state-

this simply as a fact.
If all Spiritualists cannot 

a common declaration of

day.
Moline, Ill

is to the results of such a 
Spiritualists are composed of

Organization a Power for Good.
While many of tlie brightest and most 

eloquent lecturers hold to-day that re­
incarnation is true, und tbe Christ ques­
tion is settled. I have no positive know!-

h(inciples. a fathomless science

though there

•‘Atlantis: Tho Antediluvian World.” 
By Ignatius Donnelly. Sums’ up all in­
formation relative to the lost continent 
of Atlantis. He regards the description 
of it given by Plato as veritable history. 
It to Intensely Interesting. Price, $2.

may be called materialistic Spiritualists 
are dreadfully afraid that a creed may 
be foisted upon us, and yet I have, 
never heard of a full-grown Spiritualist 
in the world, who wants a creed. They

SHALL WE ENCOURAGE OR DIS­
COURAGE ORGANIZATION?

Every flower, every crystal, every so­
lar system, in fact every natural growth 
of the whole universe must have its 
central principles of organization, but 
some people deem Spiritualism such an 
inferior and almost worthless thing, 
that it scarcely deserves an organiza-

A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION INDIS­
PENSABLE TO FUTURE SUCCESS.
I consider the theory of what comes 

under the head of true and genuine 
Spiritualism a grand fact, one that will 
not down, and the true explanation, of 
the principles and philosophy of life, 
past present and future, I consider that 
there should be a permanent N. S. A. by 
all means, and that it is indispensable 
for our future success and prosperity, 
if founded on the right basis.

To meet the emergencies of the pres­
ent conditions of the Spiritualists, we

it to protect the demonstrated

THE CREED THAT SHOULD BE 
ADOPTED-ACCEPT TRUTH-RE-

Spirltual .about these

enumerate these contradictory

practical learning. Let

must consolidate, we must

We have a serious problem before us 
in this matter of spirit return which can 
only be overcome by this general busi­
ness process. All classes of spirits can 
return, the incanting wizard, the cere­
monious church bigot, and the practical,

tion. The semi-Spiritualists

To the Editor:t-1 fully intended to 
write you briefly regarding the N. S. A., 
giving my view’s thereon, but my busi­
ness has been >so overwhelming that I 
have no time to devote to outside mat­
ters at present

I will say, however, that I regard the 
people comprising the N. S. A., as being 
earnest, able and worthy of support. I 
believe the Association has already 
done a vast amount of good even under 
the most trying circumstances, and it 
would be of vastly greater benefit to 
honest, earnest Spiritualists every­
where,- If they could be Induced to give 
the Association their loyal support. 
Mistakes have been made, no doubt, 
but they have been mistakes of judg­
ment only, and valuable lessons have 
been learned thereby.

All organizations must be sustained 
by their members meeting upon some 
common ground of belief or principle

us not only an Ism of truth, which is 
religion, but^othfers will be made to 
recognize that we discountenance fraud,

should be uniform knowledge.
Many inspired mediums tell us that 

Jesus of Nazareth was all that the or­
thodox world claimed; that as a spirit 
they have met him In the spirit life. 
Other inspired mediums, with equal 
earnestness allege that no such charac­
ter ever existed; that the entire story 
is a myth. The same differences of 
opinion exist relative to many historic 
characters.

On the question of reincarnation, it 
would seem that all souls that enter 
into spiritual existence ought to have 
some knowledge upon this question, 
but we find that inspired mediums who 
teach reincarnation are contradicted by 
other inspired mediums who allege that 
their statement is absolutely untrue.

We are told by mediums that every 
form of animal life has its counterpart 
in the spiritual world. Other inspired 
mediums tell us that that statement is

to elect representative!, delegates to 
state associations. / j.

We must have state associations or­
ganized from local delegations, from 
local associations, to unite the local as­
sociations, to be governed by a code of 
ethics to conform to t ah’declaration of 
principles. State organizations to elect 

delegates to represent them in the N.

Let Every State Sustain Its Mis 
sionai’y.

and acquired truth has a tendency In 
tlie right direction and according to its 
Importance are the benefits derived.

Morality Is a condition of a finite, In­
tellectual and spiritual being, in his re-

an unmlstakabl How Differentiate the Good 
from the Bad ?

denominations” by having

Make Occultism a Prime 
Study.

seems, however

Spiritualism Unlike Any Oth 
er Movement.

and there discuss the merits of each 
question raised and by this moans ar­
rive at a plan that would present justice 
and equity.

To me there can be no baser crime 
enacted than perpetrating a fraud upon 
confiding and unsuspecting men and 
women.

Mental mediums are doing grand 
work in educating the masses, and 
where’"the philosophy is given (that 
which educates) then the phenomena 
may follow and be understood. But we 
believe most firmly that one should first 
become somewhat familiar with the 
laws which produce materialization be­
fore he Is ready to witness the phe­
nomena.

I think the best plan to Interest peo­
ple In Spiritualism to-day is to educate 
them by good lectures and platform 
tests, which open the way to a better 
understanding of spiritual living upon 
the earth-plane, and by this educating 
process, we are taking the right steps in 
spiritual progression.

DR.-H. 0. ANDREWS.
Logansport, Ind.

ments ad Infinitum. There is no defi­
niteness on any one subject, but opin­
ions are as varied as are the opinions of 
people with whom we are surrounded in 
this Mfe daily, and how can it be other­
wise when tbe source from which this 
information conies, and the channel 
through which it finds expression, rang­
ing all the way from tlie absurd, foolish 
and even criminal to the angelic and 
soul lifting and life purifying Instruc­
tion.

All efforts to unify and perfect a bar- 
monial national organization out of 
such incongruous and conflicting ele­
ments must prove a failure.

Thirty years of experience and study 
and Investigation make It very clear to 
me that spiritual knowledge and attain­
ment must be largely a personal work 
wherein the individual attains the spir­
itual through personal unfoldment; but 
to formulate any creed or basis upon 
which th6 Spiritualists of the nation 
can act. as a whole, cannot but prove 
disappointing to its projectors.

E SPRAGUE.

Shall Spiritualism Be Creed 
alized? x

UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD AND 
FREEDOM OF THOUGHT.

The question of organizing Spiritual­
ism into a creed or declaration of prin­
ciples Is one difficult of solution, be­
cause so many other questions confront 
us in the contemplation of this. That 
which is commonly understood to mean 
Spiritualism embraces a wide field, too 
wide to be taken in at a glance, and de­
mands careful investigation, and study 
before settling upon any one point as a 
centre upon which to build a creed.

In common with all religious sects we 
believe in immortality, and know of the 
communion of spirit with mortal— 
these two points are clear—but there is 
much attached to Spiritualism which 
does not belong there, and which 
should be distinctly set aside before any 
attempt at creedalizing is made.

In establishing the National Spiritual­
ists Association, It would seem the work 
was premature—too much like building 
the walls of a house before the founda­
tion was complete. A tree never begins 
at the top to grow, and only as the roots 
fake solid growth In the ground, does 
the tree grow into a large and well-de­
veloped trunk. It seems to me our na­
tional tree did not Wait long enough for 
Its roots and feeders.

Local and state organizations were 
not, and are not strong enough 4o sup­
port a national organization; this should 
have waited until these were more 
strongly grounded; the local and state 
societies first, then, if need be, the na­
tional.

New revelations are bursting upon us 
almost every day; a chapter of princi­
ples which might suit the minds of the 
people to-day, would ; have to be 
changed to-morraw; progress~knows no 
limitations, and can come under no set 
rules. Universal brotherhood and free­
dom of thought, would be the only 
creed elastic enough to cover the whole 
ground, and to which the whole world 
might, In time'subscribe. Less quib­
bling over terms, less jealousies, and 
more honest, earnest endeavor to pre­
sent the truth as it is given to us 
would be more productive of good re­
sults to the cause, and greater good to 
humanity. MARY WEBB BAKER.

Spartansburg, Pa. .

A Philosophy Which Leads 
Man.

they can at least, unite In an organiza­
tion for a common purpose and that 
purpose the maintenance of the repu­
table character and standing of Spirit­
ualists as a class, tbe protection of its 
genuine mediums and the scourging 
from its ranks of ilmpostors, fakirs and 
disreputables. This last feature has 
never been'given it he prominence that 
it deserves and which it promises to 
take in tbe future.* This element of cor­
ruption must be met with firmness and 
eradicated 'from our ranks, or It will 
prove the destruction and overthrow of 
any reputable anrj self-respecting or­
ganization of Spiritualists which may 
be formed. *'

Such an organization would be in no 
sense representative of philosophy or 
religion but a business organization 
pure and simple abd as such, should be 
given hearty^nd toyal support by Spir­
itualists everywhere.

I sincerely hope that the coming N. S. 
A. convention in Chicago will face the 
problem before us with earnestness, 
firmness and a determination to put 
aside all petty differences of opinion or 
jealousies as to matters which have 
passed, and that harmonious and united 
action will be taken to place our Na­
tional Association in position where it 
may accomplish much positive good and 
that It may receive the loyal support of 
all Spiritualists who desire to see the 
name of Spiritualism cleansed from the 
stigma cast upon it by the conscience­
less humbugs and disreputable fakirs 
who operate In Its name.

Worthy of Organized Effort 
to Promote It.

other such beings, and

that It Is expecting too much, when we 
realize that there Is but one fact upon 
which the Spiritualists are a unit, and 
that is that death does not end all, and 
that under favoring conditions, infor­
mation comes across the border from 
the unseen mental and spiritual world.

The countless thousands forms of re­
ligious beliefs prevalent In the world, 
represented by the different organiza­
tions, had their origin In the belief in 
spirit return, and that is the center 
thought around which all church organ­
izations and specific forms of religion 
have crystallized.

An effort to place all these organiza­
tions as a unity under one leader, I 
think all would recognize as a natural 
impossibility;^ well endeavor to min­
gle fire and powder In harmonious re­
lationship.

For untold ages the mighty procession 
of human life has been moving off the 
stage of visible physical being into the 
realm of the invisible, carrying with 
them their attainment made in spiritual 
and mental progress.

As a consequence, there must exist as 
Infinite a variety of sentiment aud 
knowledge in the invisible world as can 
be found in the complex humanity, with 
which the earth is to-day filled. This 
truth is clearly demonstrated in the 
varied communications from the invis­
ible, who seek every available channel 
to find expression. As a result there is 
no unity of opinion, even on questions

The masses must be united—must har­
monize, for, as a united body of Spirit­
ualists, banded together in love and 
harmony, ■ we are non-existent, as a 
body politic we are not known In the 
land.

We must have a centralizing nucleus 
to work to if we wish to succeed, for as 
at present, we consist of a heterogene­
ous mass of followers, with nearly as 
many different Ideas pertaining to Spir­
itualism proper as there are individ­
uals in the catalogue, and all exercising 
a self-efficient Independence of thought 
of their own, without corresponding In­
fluence or power.

We must have a broad and concise 
declaration of principles, setting forth 
who and what we are before the world 
at large.

We must have local associations or­
ganized and governed with a code of 
ethics to harmonize with the declara-

changes with the intellectual and spirit­
ual development of such beings.

Stupendous organizations (govern­
ments) are carried forward for our ma­
terial interests and benefits; how much 
more important then should be organi­
zations for advancing us intellectually 
and spiritually. In reality we have a 
vast number of such organizations, but, 
being predicated on error, fall wholly 
or partially, to accomplish any consid­
erable amount of good. For this reason, 
as Spiritualists, we should avoid creeds 
and dogma, and build squarely upon the 
foundation of truth; then we need never 
fear of having the rock upon which we 
build disturbed.

No person cau live a better life than 
his best ideal. The moral universe in 
which we live has infiltrated Into each 
of us the moral characteristics that we 
possess. But we should not forget that 
we are giving as well as receiving, and 
in a measure we are responsible for the 
moral status of the finite beings of the 
universe. This responsibility is a tre­
mendous one; ancklt therefore behooves 
us to give out nothing but that which is 
true, and beautiful, and pure.

B. F. SLITER.

KNOWLEDGE THE SAVIOR 
THE WORLD.

As the time draws near for

Illinois State Spiritualists’ Asso­
ciation.

Will all chartered societies of the I. S. 
8. A. please forward names, of their del­
egates who will' attend our . meeting, 
Wednesday, October 17, at 4203 Evans 
avenue, at 9 o’clock a. m., as soon as

IT IS SPONTANEOUS AND WILE 
CONTINUE SO.

For some time I have doubted the ex- 
pediency of a National organization ol 
the Spiritualists. While in some re­
spects it seems desirable, there are sev­
eral objections. According to my obser­
vation, men are influenced more by 
opinion than by truth, in consequence 
of which there are conflicts which re­
tard rather than advance the spiritual 
cause. Opinions are always associated 
with personal interests, while truth is 
Impersonal. As organization is founded 
on a statement of principles, It seems 
Impossible to eliminate opinions; and 
as opinion proves nothing, settles noth­
ing, and is regarded as a finality, it be-

The Kind of-Organization 
Needed.

differentiate the good from the bad? or 
the satanlc^from 7Uie. divine? Is the 
N. S. A. competent}io lead us, infallibly, 
In this direction? jOr must yve blindly 
run our owp Spiritualism, according‘to 
our own id^s? £ . .

Has the ^N. S. jA. produced in the 
world, during theBpast six years, any 
higher growth, . or grade , of Spiritual­
ism? Or ha^if been to Spiritualism just 
like,some gulden getting to a rare or 
precious je^el, simply for ornament’s 
sake? Doe^the N.(S. A.,’like all other 
organizations, control or subordinate all 
its integral parts and interests? Or 
does it possess any features that are 
specially advantageous In guaranteeing 
to the world, or to the church, a better 
class of spirits*-than the ones now 
abroad afflicting the church and the 
world with t^eir illusions and de­
lusions? .If the N. S. A. cannot do all 
this, if It cannot cast out or restrain 
evil spirits, then .the N. S. A. is not per­
fectly satisfactory as to. its need or 
utility, . • : (DR.) R. GREER.

Chicago, Ll.
' "Thomas Paine: Was He Junius? 
An Interesting pamphlet by Wm. H. 
Burr. Price 15 cents. For sale at this 
Office. .

hibitions, the writer with many others 
has failed to see it.

Spiritualism ought to Spiritualize, and 
not demoralize. And the education, or 
demand for these kinds of manifesta­
tions, has filled our ranks with the 
frauds or impostors. Is there no means 
of escape? Must honest workers be 
classed, with no distinction? as all are 
“Rev.,” “Prof.” nnd “Doctor.” Let us 
pray to get rid of these titles; they are 
the cloak that conceals a multitude of 
sins.) We ask, can nothing be done 
that will protect the honest worker 
from being classed with charlatans? 
Through this demand for the marvelous 
many good, true, workers have stepped 
out of the field and are to-day stranded, 
while Mr. Gullible stands with open 
mouth, courting that which, in the final, 
leaves doubt and an empty purse, with 
its additional experience, which, sad to 
say, only prepares him for the next fake 
or impostor. The result, as we all know, 
Is a depleted treasury in the societies, 
and uo worker to carry out the further­
ance of the season’s work. Yes, ’tis 
true, money is the barrier that prevents 
the trance and inspirational worker 
from serving, for it is the essential root 
that must sustain us. There is a great 
field ready for the harvest, and many, 
laborers awaiting the signal. Why not 
let every state sustain its missionaries, 
send them into towns and cities where 
Spiritualism has never been presented, 
selecting both,physical and mental me­
diums for the presentation and teaching 
of our philosophy. Prosecute those to 
the full extent of the law who would 
debkuch their powers (if they possessed 
any), then Will we deserve recognition 
and our ranks become purified, leaving

“Harmonics of Evolution. 1 tie Phil­
osophy of Individual Life, Based Upon 
Natural science, as Taught by Modern 
Masters of the Law.” By. Florence 
Hunuey. A work of deep thought, car­
rying the principles of evolution into 
Sew fields. Cloth, $2. For sale at this 
office. . <

“The Heresy Trial of Rev. B. F. Aus­
tin, M. A., D. D. Giving a sketch of 

Dr. Austin’s life, story of the heresy 

trial, copy of the charges, the heresy 

sermon, the scene at conference, and 
Dr. Austin’s full address defending his 
views on Spiritualism at the London 
Annual Conference at Windson, Can!,” 
etc. Price 25 cents. For sale at this 
office. • "

"Who Are These Spiritualists and 
What la Spiritualism?” A pamphlet of 
40 pages by Dr. Ji M. Peebles, tho welL 
koon authors Price 15 cento. Foe 
gain nt this efflec.

fads and declarations already made. 
*If we undertake to limit spirit return, 
we take our stand In the ranks of the 
superstitious. In fact tfie great problem 
of human development moans slow, 
steady strides of progress: so let us as 
tbe free and untrammeled advocates of 
progress and liberty keep our organiza­
tion free from all halters, and by assert­
ing the true and denying the false, lift 
mankind to a noblev stand. The world 
does not need isms, but a band of en­
terprising workers to stand firmly for 
the good hi everything which will en-

goodness until they will predominate. 
Spiritualism stands for Truth wherever 
it exists, and as an organization cannot 
pretend to stand as having all the 
truth, but only as a defender of human 
rights nnd liberties.

Galveston, Tex. JOHN W. RING.

erned by a code Qf ethics harmonizing 
with the declaration of principles.

Expenses of the N. S. A. to be met by 
local associations throughout the coun­
try, including delegates from state as­
sociations. ’ .

Local organizations to adopt a code of 
ethics in harmony with the declaration 
of principles, but not broad enough to 
include all the trash that is now sailing 
under the flag of Spiritualism. All 
could subscribe to them who are true 
Spiritualists; those who are not could 
be rejected, and those who are inde­
pendently self-conceited in their own 
opinions, could keep out.

The spirit realms are known as 
spheres, spirits occupying different 
spheres according to their development, 
yet all are spirits, and all in harmony, 
so with us, we cau < sslfy, this would 
meet the case. I am under no obliga­
tion to associate with my felioy-mun 
who is illiterate, undeveloped, aud can­
not comprehend my language, or, who 
is a gutter drunkard, or stretch out my 
arms and hug all God’s creation, good, 
bad and indifferent, to my bosom, be­
cause they are Spiritualists. Yet I cau 
stretch out my arm and take my fellow­
man by the hand, and say, “Look up.”

We receive communications from the 
spirit spheres just according to the re­
cipient, If tbe recipient is of an Intelli­
gent, developed class, a high class of in­
telligent spirits will be attracted, and a 
high grade of intelligence received. If 
the investigator is of a law grade, or un­
developed, just such spirits will seek to

thoughts have been given us, and 
through others ideas perhaps not so 
elevating, showing us that all express 
themselves according to their com­
prehension of things. For one, I believe 
that when we organize schools ’ and 
make occultism a study, determined to 
know if possible how the phenomena are 
produced through spiritual agency, and 
just how.to unfold the latent powers 
within us, so that spirits in and out of 
the body can co-operate and work 
together as human souls, then we shall 
have solved some of the problems and 
become wiser. Unless we do this, the 
liberal churches who are teaching the 
Spiritual philosophy will attract so 
many from our ranks that we shall be 
obliged to do something more than talk, 
but with our money, time and talent, be 
willing to make some sacrifice for Spir­
itual truth. Some In our ci/y write and 
talk beautifully upon the subject of 
Spiritualism, but use their Influence at 
home with the liberal churches and 
never give one dollar for our cause. If 
there is need for a National Association 
it should receive the patronage and sup­
port of the people, and we do hope that 
by the time the convention assembles 
in Chicago in October next that they 
may have formulated some plan where­
by Spiritualists will come together as 
one and build for time and eternity; 
also that lecturers and mediums of all 
phases, and Spiritualists as a whole, 
may cultivate their spiritual gifts and 
continue to unfold tbe latent forces 
within. If we aspire to do this we shall 
be enabled to go forth in might and 
spiritual power, for knowledge is the 
savior of the world and the key that 
unlocks all hidden mysteries.

NELLIE S. BAADE, ) 
Detroit, Mich.

FACTS TO BE CONSIDERED - IS 

SPIRITUALISM A RELIGION ?- 

AND HOW CAN WE PRESENT 
OUR “ISM” SO IT WILL BE AC­
CEPTABLE TO THE WORLD?
In view of the fact that soon the Na­

tional Convention will hold its session 
In Chicago, nnd that much will come 
before this body of representative men 
and women for discussion, we as Spirit­
ualists and workers look forward with 
interest, and hope that at its close some­
thing outside of having .met aud re­
joiced in the companionship of the good, 
true and tried, will have been accom­
plished. The ultimate results of these 
annual gatherings ought to have been 
productive of much good, yet those 
who must remain ou the outer fence or 
wall (since railroads demand the dol­
lars) are wondering what has been 
done by this great body of thinkers, as 
also the National Association, since 
their coming together the year previous.

They seem to meet, talk and discuss, 
subjects handled pro and con, then dis­
band. return to their homes, and forget 
all. Which to a looker-on is not only 
wasted time, but money. If our “Ism” 
is anything but a farce, why not draw 
the line between the farce and what we 
claim Spiritualism to be?—viz., a re­
ligion. If it is no religion of and for the 
soul, pray what Is it? I am a believer 
In the phenomena, or physical demon­
strations, but I draw the line when it 
comes to whistling “Marching Through 
Georgia," while what Is supposed to be 
an excarnated soul Is keeping time with 
a “clothes-pin” or tieing knots in hand­
kerchiefs to be thrown at the sitters. 
If there is anything inspiring or instruc-

schools of our own, but with the bound­
less foundation we have, assert these 
privileges In a most general manner. 
Make our public schools institutions of 
practical learning—“bulwarks of civil­
ization.”

Spiritualism must do more than dem­
onstrate immortality, that has with tbe 
suppression of stock and fagot existed 
in all history we have. Immortality is 
the keynote of all religion or spiritual 
philosophy, and in all ages witches, 
seers and mediums have proven it.

Having declared •‘there Is no death,” 
let us live each moment of our life by 
using tbe material at hand. As an or­
ganization let us be in keeping with the 
high civilization which we enjoy by be­
ing free from everything except a 
purely business organization for the 
purchase of protecting tbe liberties 
which we have (tor in many instances 
they are in danger) and to stimulate all 
Investigations. We. will then teach the 
sectarian the “Brotherhood of Man,” 
which he professes but falls to practice, 
and gradually fact will supplant faith, 
knowledge, belief, love, bate, and God 
will become Universal, Infinite Prin-

only be obtained1 by right living, doing 
and thinking—as? the prize won by our­
selves. and Awaiting all who come into 
the light of drug-Spiritualism, Be up 
and doing, Ve delegates at this coming 
National Convention, and may your de­
cision materialize to the bettering of 
our presenVconditlons.

1 MRS. M. E. KRATZ. 
Evansville, Ind?

purpose. There is such wide diversity 
of opinion among Spiritualists upon all 
sorts of matters that it seems impossi­
ble to find but two essential points upon 
which all agree, which are, the knowl­
edge of continued life of the spirit, and 
communion between spirits and mortals 
under favorable conditions.

Any declaration of principles covering 
more ground than the above two points, 
must necessarily limit the number of 
adherents and create division so that 
there will quickly develop another or­
ganization composed of Spiritualists 
who cannot accept the full declaration 
of principles of the N. S. A. This may 
be desirable or it may not, but I state

A RELIGION OF FACTS-RATHER 
THAN FAITH AND FANCY. •

As the time for the annual convention 
of the N. 8. A. approaches, 41U,persons 
who are in the least Interested are 
thinking of the living issues which are 
to come before the convention.

There Is one thought which especially 
occupies my mind, and I ask for space 
to mention the same. We recognize 
Spiritualism as a .fathomless science 
which deals with all problems of the 
human mind; a philosophy which leads 
man In all walks of life; a religion of 
facts rather than faith and fancy. The 
latter removes all action kindred to 
creed-making. For nineteen hundred 
years the few facts inculcated in the 
teachings of Jesus have been kept alive 
by constant revision until the different 
sects are numbered by hundreds. Every 
step forward by these faithful friends 
has caused bloodshed, distress and woe.

If Spiritualism, as an organization, 
begins by formulating a “Declaration 
of Principles” which, as advocates of 
such action affirm, will be revised each 
year, will It not be placing itself in this 
category? I believe In making the very 
best use we can of what Is already here. 
We have a government whose constitu­
tion Is free from gods—let us keep it so. 
Let us make our. organization a guar­
dian to personal and state liberty. We 
have schools of science, philosophy and

DISCORDANT TEACHINGS OF IN­
SPIRED MEDIUMS, ETC.

.To the Editor:—Another delegated 
National Convention will soon assemble 
In this city, apu like its predecessor, 
there will be many earnest men and wo­
men, whose best efforts will be directed 
toward the planting of a National Spir­
itual Organization upon a firm basis.

Soul-Inspiring addresses will, for tlie 
time, impress those who participate 
with the idea of grand success, and a 
sure method of attainment of most de­
sirable co-operation of all Spiritualists 
upon a-common basis of thought, pur-

IS THE N. S. A. COMPETENT TO 

LEAD.

To the Editor:—Now that the N. S.^A. 
Convention will soon be here, all inter­
ested will give to. It a hearty welcome. 
The convention, no doubt, will furnish 
lots of enthusiasm, earnest endeavor, 
and good sense, for which alKwill be 
glad, and especially so for anjA great­
ness of new ideal (without creeds or 
dogmas) for our practical good, in the 
direction of truth, love, or justice, so 
that when the, convention is over each 
and all may hate, once more, happy 
dreams of a golden future. But nothing 
great was ever achieved without en­
thusiasm/ Nothing can so expand the 
soul as the energy of enthusiasm, so let 
the combined energies of the convention 
be roused to enthusiasm, and new Ideas, 
more than ever before. And let the 
same proceed only from the divine foun­
tain of Infinite wisdom. And'now, Mr. 
Editor, a few questions for the con­
sideration of the convention will, I 
hope, be in order..

I suppose you as well as others must 
know the fact that there is everywhere 
In Nature two great departments' of 
Spirit or Spiritualism, namely: good and 
evil, the diabolical kind as tvell as the 
divine. Then . which department of 
Spirit or Spiritualism is our great na­
tional corporatlon.based upon? Or upon 
which department has it set Its seal of 
divine approval? The reason for this 
question Is nbviou^ The great present 
universality find popularity of Spirit, or 
Spiritualism,, under..the name of occult­
ism, etc., Is^implyfphenomenal. Every 
Church, too! .or religion, claims to be en-

anxious to appear respectable and gain 
a popular standing in the community, 
and they resort to popular methods, not? 
ably, by adopting church customs. This 
method calls for organization and they, 
proceed in accordance with the call. 
Organization gives rise to power, whose 
exercise is not always agreeble to all 
concerned. While the aim of popular 
recognition seems desirable, we should 
also aim at Individual spirituality; for 
upon that everything depends. Spirit­
ualism is the outward expression of 
spirituality.

It might be well lo Inquire whether 
there are not other menus to promote 
the cause, more efficient than by nation­
al organization, such as by psycholog­
ical societies, scientific investigators, 
philosophical writers, public speakers, 
the home circle and private workers, 
and above all the mediums who furnish 
the phenomena upon which Spiritual­
ism is founded. If these means were 
dependent on national organization^ 
then we should organize, govern and be 
governed.

The spiritual movement is unlike any, 
other movement. Its power is not of 
this world, nor under our control, and 
to attempt to control it, seems unwise. 
We are only recipients of that powea 
and subject to it.

Another objection to national organi­
zation is tbe expense Incurred in its 
support. Local organizations will do 
for what a national organization is de­
signed, with the aid of the spiritual 
press and the lecture hall. Tbe annoy­
ance in obtaining the means to defray 
the expense incidental to a national or­
ganization. and the difficulty in obtain­
ing them are not agreeable, and tend to 
impede the free course of the spiritual 
movement.

Tbe mere belief in spirit communica­
tion, after it becomes familiar, has but 
little moral or spiritual effect on the be­
liever—about as much as a belief in the 
golden rule. Wbat is more needed is a 
living, realizing, inspiring knowledge 
\<aich can exist only in the truly spir­
itualized soul. So long as the existing 
moral and spiritual status continues in 
earth life, it will be reflected back from 
spirit life. If we encounter contradic­
tory statements coming from the other- 
side. let us see to it that they are not 
made on the earth side, for here Is 
where they had their origin.

In tho early history of the spiritual 
movement, the cause spread with 
amazing rapidity. There was then no 
national organization, nor scarcely any 
other, as to that matter. Tho move­
ment was spontaneous, and will con­
tinue to operate in the same manner. 
It is for us to respond; the advance will 
depend more on tbe character of the re­
sponse than on any movement we can 
originate or direct.

It seems a serious neglect of duty 
among Spiritualists to allow their chil­
dren to go without spiritual instruction. 
It Is quite a common thing to see the 
children of Spiritualists, when grown, 
entirely indifferent to Spiritualism. 
There is a false notion of not interfer- 
ring with tbe religious opinions that are 
being formed in the minds of children, 
among Spiritualists. Church members 
have no such scruples, but vigorously 
resent any such interference in correct­
ing the false opinions instilled by the 
church.

There is a pressing demand for juve­
nile instruction regarding Spiritualism, 
and its neglect is reprehensible. Efforts 
In this direction, it seems to me, would 
be wiser than the same expended In na­
tional organization.

E. J. SCHELLHOUS. j

JECT ERROR.
To. the Editor:—The near approach of 

the National Spiritualists Convention is 
suggestive of thought. Is Spiritualism 
more or less than this: The knowledge 
of the truth that personalized, decar- 
nate intelligences, through natural law, 
can and do communicate with person­
alized incarnate intelligences? The 
modes of communication being various, 
and the communications themselves 
valuable or worthless, beneficial or det­
rimental, agreeable to their various im­
port.

Is this truth a religion? A No! Is it a 
philosophy? No! »It is simply one of 
the truths of nature. Is it a truth of 
such importance as to be worthy of or­
ganized efforts'to propagate it? I an­
swer this question most decidedly in the 
affirmative. Yes! It is a truth whose 
influence upon all religious, all philoso­
phies, all morality, and life itself over­
shadows all others.

In the final result it will matter but 
little as to how much rubbish there may 
be in the propagation and spread of 
this truth. The truth is not at all re­
sponsible for this rubbish. But the -uni­
versal acceptance of this truth will be 
of incalculable consequence to mankind.

It will prepare him for a higher and 
better state of being upon this earth 
and in the state of existence immediate­
ly to follow thia. It will bring him 
upon a higher plane, as a moral, intel­
lectual, and spiritual being.

I believe that I have discovered this 
law in nature: That she gives only to 
those who are worthy of receiving; and 
so fast as man becomes capable of wise­
ly and justly controlling her wonderful 
and mysterious, though natural, forces 
will he be invested with their knowl­
edge and uses. .

National and subordinate organiza­
tions should adopt no creed except this: 
1. We accept truth and reject error. 2. 
We encourage the good, the beautiful 
and the pure, and discourage the bad, 
the immoral, and the vicious. They 
should be organized upon business prin­
ciples for the spread of truth and-tbe 
general betterment of the brotherhood 
of man. Having it fully understood 
that they were entirely irresponsible 
for individual idiosyncrasies, predilec­
tions or Immorality.

Truth is the basic rock upon which 
must finally rest all religion, all philos­
ophy, and all morality. Its constant 
tendency Is to elevate. Its discovery Is 
the motive power to Intellectuality and 
spirituality.

Ignorance and Immorality are the 
screen (wisely provided by nature) 
which conceals dangerous forces and 
prohibits us from converting them to 
our selfish uses.

Truth is an attribute of Infinity. It 
never changes. What was truth, is now,

“Nature Cure.” . By Dre. M. Ek and 
Rosa 0. Conger.' Excellent for every 
family. Cloth, $1.50 and 42. .

Of Sentiment and Knowledge 
in the Invisible World.

fact; still, I have hoped, as a true Spir­
itualist and medium of more than a 
quarter of a century, that proof might 
come to me, that reincarnation is a fact 
beyond question of doubt.

As I am ever trying to understand the 
principles that are stirring the minds of 
the people of to day, 1 am equally inter­
ested in giving to mankind everywhere, 
greater liberty to do right, to hold first 
that the soul’s divine conviction should 
be given to the world as fast as the peo­
ple are ready to receive it.

I most heartily advocate organization, 
at all times and in all places, and feel 
sure that they arc a power for good if 
well officered and tbe principles if good 
carried out rightly and justly. There Is 
no question that many organizations be­
come monopolies, when evil-minded or 
egotistic persons are leaders of the 
same, and 1 believe the only way to 
work out this growing evil Is by direct 
legislation.

It is perhaps difficult to formulate a 
plan, that if carried out to the letter 
would remedy the evils arising out of 
organized bodies to-day, at once. But 
to my way of thinking a more perfect 
organization might be formed by dis-

hnmanltarian. So let us 
anization free from “dec- 

dlsmssion of ceremony

these chairs of psychometry, which In­
cludes clairvoyance as a demonstrator 
of immortality and an effective agency 
for healing. Colleges are only waiting 
for this, as the American Psy^hjcat 
Rosearch Society lias lately proven. 
When have we seen so much agitation 
in the science(?) of medicine as in tbe 
past few years, since clairvoyants and 
magnetic healers have taken their 
places in the field? Time can better be 
spent in protecting, than iu formulating 
a “Declaration of Principles.” Where 
can we find better opportunity to teach 
fact and truth than in the public 
school —the "illuminating glory of 
America. Then let us clean them ’of 
faith and doctrine and thus utilize this 
enormous existing organization. Let us 
demand that denominational lessons 
will belong but to their denomination; 
and pray don’t place Spiritualism in the

people who are supposed to be honest 
investigators and desire truth, but as to 
organization many are opposed to it, 
except so far as business purposes are 
concerned. But that any attempt to 
formulate a creed or have any basic 
principle to unite and build upon out­
side of spirit communion, seems pre­
posterous Indeed. Now while the phe­
nomena and the fact of spirit return Is 
true, does that fact satisfy tbe honest 
Investigator? Or, rather, do we not 
wish or desire to know something of 
these occult forces In nature whereby 
we may become wiser pertaining to 
spiritual things? We all believe in 
progression, both here and hereafter. 
Some of the noted spiritual instructors 
declare that every opportunity neces­
sary for the development of our spirit­
ual faculties will be accorded us when 
we lay aside the mortal;-that as spirit­
ual things are spiritually discerned, we 
as decarnate souls shall continue to rise 
higher and higher in the scale of being 
until we become as the Gods. Another 
class of our Spiritual speakers and 
teachers declare that it is only by re­
peated re-embodiments or through re­
incarnation that we evolve to higher 
conditions of soul growth, and not until 
the thinker becomes master of cere­
monies will we be fitted to remain out­
side of material or animal life, for we 
are all more or less-animal In our na­
tures. Then we are somewhat divided 
In our opinions regarding Christ’s 
divinity. Was he a master mind, a me­
dium, or a God? We think the friendly 
discussion going on between Rev. Moses 
Hull and Dr. Peebles in regard to the 
subject will convince the masses that 
it seems almost impossible to form a 
creed at the present time; but still we 
know that we must have some basic 
principle'to build upon, some form of 
belief or knowledge before we can con­

vince humanity that we have something 

better than faith. Perhaps some will 
say we have no belief, it is positive 

knowledge. If so, place that before the 
world in such a form and manner as to 
appeal to the reason of intelligent hu­
man beings.

We have Bible Spiritualists who try 
to prove that ancient and modern Spir­
itualism are one and the same thing, 
while another class declare they have 
no-use for Bibles, Christ or anything of 
the kind.

Through ' mediums’; the loftiest

Killer, —we are under no obligation to 
receive all we hear, or that is given, and 
call it pure.

Spiritualism proper Is not a religion, 
the belief in which is expected to land 
us right Into heaven; it is more of a 
naturalism. It includes the combination 
of both spirit and matter, resulting in 
what we call nature, thus our parent.

Articles setting forth our principles 
(not belief) and published toxthe world, 
are absolutely necessary for our future 
success and protection—otherwise we 
trail along as at present, a laughing­
stock for the world—outside of our own 
eyes.

I am aware that there are many able 
Spiritualists that are opposed to consol­
idating, or being bound by what they^ 
choose to term ^ creed. I will say to all 
such, there is no compulsion for you to 
do so. But we think you overestimate 
your freedom.

The theory of reincarnation I consider 
the most absurd of auy Idea that has 
grown out of Modern Spiritualism.

No spirit that has ever had an individ­
ualized existence, as a physical human 
being, cau counteract the laws of na­
ture and become incarnated over again, 
from the same standpoint; it Is contrary 
to the everlasting law of nature and 
progression. Nature s unfolding is final 
without a “re” attached to it, and to 
have a memory of living a former life, 
is a grand imaginary hallucination.

1 do not think that there was such a 
personage at the commencement of the 
Christian era 1900 years ago, known as 
Jesus Christ, but that there was such a 
being known as Apollonius of Tyana, I 
have no doubt, a very worthy person­
age, and probably a well developed me­
dium, teaching both by precept and ex­
ample, lessons far iu advance of the 
comprehension of the people, who was 
held up before tbe people, by later Tes­
tament writers, as being a wonderful 
character, a God—aud given the cogno­
men of Jesus Christ, “the Sou of God.” 
But I consider him no more to be held 
In reverence by the present people, as 
a medium of great value than A. J. 
Davis, or any other great medium of the

basis that you would a science, as no­
body thinks of having a creed for a sci­
ence. How plausible that all' sounds. 
But I will take these men at their word. 
I will treat Spiritualism just as I would 
a science. But how do we treat a sci­
ence when we wish to make It known in 
a systematic manner? We draw up a 

schedule* of corrollaries aud principles. 
That is just what we want for Spirit­
ualism. Of itself Spiritualism is . the 
grandest, broadest aud most beneficent 
of all sciences. It has Its great facts 
and principles which our broader and 
more analytical minds are able to set 
forth before the world. What kind of 
argument Is it to bring up the idiosyn­
crasies and absurd theories of some 
men aud then declare that the whole 
matter lies in confusion and there is no 
use in trying to bring order out of 
chaos? What does all such talk amount 
to? It shows that while the spiritual 
sun has illumined mountain and valley 
and given a new glory to life, it has 
also struck some swampy lowlands ^nd 
awakened luto action some forces 
which are less salubrious. What does 
it amount to? I again say. When we 
draw up our schedule of principles, we 
do not expect to have it done by our 
one-sided or ignorant minds but by the 
broadest and clearest minds we have, 
aided by the higher world. Shall we 
condemn astronomy because a colored 
preacher like Jasper declared that “de 
sun do move around the earth,” or be­
cause some transcendentalist who con­
siders the universe a mere subjective 
matter, may affirm that there are no 
starry worlds except those that circu­
late in one’s own brain? Is there auy 
danger that these one-sided minds will 
be called upon to give a synopsis of as­
tronomical principles?

In spite of all that is said against Spir­
itualism, in spite of its short-coinings 
and contentious which are regretable, it 
is one of the greatest movements of the 
world. It lias led off in all reforms, In­
cluding the temperance reform, the an- 
ti-slavery reform, the woman’s rights 
reform, medical reform, economical and 
co-operative reform aud has already 
given through mediumship, a higher 
liberty to several nations. Its demon­
stration of immortality aud the sublime 
destiny of man cheers and exalts the 
race, while the nightmare of the hell 
and devils of old theology is fast melt­
ing away before Its Influence. It was 
found that among 17.000 prisoners of 
the United States aud Canada not one 
of them was a Spiritualist, while thou­
sands of church members were among 
the number.

Spiritualism is both a religion and a 
science. Religion is aspiration toward 
tbe spiritual and divine. Materialistic 
minds are dreadfully afraid of it, be­
cause some of the ignorant and unholy 
religions of tbe past led to bloodshed 
and superstition. What have we to do 
with them? Mediums have been perse­
cuted in various stales and cities In a 
way that would not be ventured upon 
were it understood that they were chan­
nels of Inspiration and religion. Spirit­
ualism is the foundation of all real re­
ligion and has a right to the protection 
guaranteed under tbe United States 
Constitution. Let us foster our Nation­
al Organization, then, not only as a 
shield against bigotry, hut as a strength 
that comes from union. -

E. D. BABBITT. M. D. 
Los Angeles, Cal.

Continued (Life and Spirit 
Communion.

October 14,1890.
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SETTLE THE QUESTION
What the N. S. A. Stands 

. For! .. ’

It stands for poetry, -music: and 
flowers; for the good, the beautiful aud 
the true. - •'

It stands for universal humanity. •
Is there no possible need for such an 

organization? ■ ,•
T H. V. SWERINGEN.

BASIC PRINCIPLES it 1^ At least in goo^direct literary 
form and clothed 1$ ^r^wnallcal lan-

Should Be Along Perpetually 
Advancing Lines,

»««„..! AGREE TO DIFFER.
_ , _ „ tfth face of pre- ~—

railing conditions, tew, ^re those the Organization of Spiritualists 
most remarkably gifUd,and-that fortu- . . .

■ ...................... Yes, and Why.

guage, when deliver
average standing.

ITT STANDS FOR ALL THAT IS 
REASONABLE, UPLIFTING AND 
BENEFICENT.

i- The near approach of the sixth an­
nual convention of the National Spirit­
ualists’ Association of America nat­
urally invites to it the attention of the 

, friends of the organization.
That it is a question lu the minds of 

some people worthily prominent iu the 
; . ranks of Spiritualism "whether a na­

tional association of those who know 
aud believe Its truth is an absolute ue- 
cessity for the further propagation 
thereof, is quite manifest and accounts 
to a great extent for the lack of that 

! , measure of success which in a period of 
six years our N. S. A. should have 
attained.

If the proper aid is withheld on the 
ground that the N. S. A. is a useless 
and expensive organization, It is time 
that this question was settled oue way 
or the other. If there is existing uo 
possible need of the association, if it be 
only cumbersome, useless, an elephant 
on our hands, then tbe sooner it is dis­
banded tbe better. .
• In tbe opinion of the writer, however, 
tho National Spiritualists’ Association 
of America Is a very much needed or­
ganization, formed in the fullness of 
time for a great work in the twentieth 

‘ century. It had its origin in obedience 
to a law over which it had no control 
and to the dictates of which its charter 

.members had but to listen and obey— 
- .’ the law of evolution. Surely there can 
‘ <: be no other explanation of its origin 
;; v: when we recall the fact that probably 
/r Hot one who aided in its formation had 
/ the least idea that it would live even to, 

■ . this date, But its promoters builded 
■ better than they knew and by the 
‘ ■ operation of that same law which gov-

MI IS TO IE DONE?
The N. S. A. Should Exist at 

All Hazards.
ITS ONE 

BRING 
CHICS

SPECIFIC PURPOSE TO 
TOGETHER ALL PSY- 

TO EXCHANGE THEIR

I eras the spirit world bodied and dis­
embodied. Greater, grander success 
awaits the association if we but do our 
duty to ward 4t

It Is no argument against #e con­
tinued existence of, the association to 
gay that like charity, it covers a multi­
tude of sins, frauds, impostors, absurdi­
ties,. superstltous, ignorant pretenders, 
Illiterate factions, brazen adventurers, 
Indian pow-wows, vagaries, fortune- 
tellers, fakes, Punch and Judy shows, 
(humbugs and humiliating imperfections 
of every known description, for these 
nre found in every organization in 
which human nature is represented, not 
even excepting the church. Tbeir pres­
ence In the N. 8. A. ouly emphasizes the 
Importance of the work It has to ac­
complish—that of educating and de­
veloping the spiritual nature of its

. heterogeneous membership. Mortifying 
: fn the extreme as these conditions are 

to those who keep constantly In view 
the star of Spiritualism, we are obliged 
/to put up with them—to tolerate until 
we can improve them, and there must 
Ibo organized effort to do this.

The Christian creed with which tbe 
masses have hitherto rested apparently 
satisfied is now in tbeir minds shaken, 

v ; In the religions of the past they do not 
find light enough to contend with the 

. darkness with which they are sur- 
• rounded. To-day we are staggered by 
ithe Infinity of evil, misery, Injustice and 

' selfishness, the problem of humanity, 
the eternal mystery of suffering and 
wrong predominant In the world. If 

- the knowledge which Spiritualism alone 
< can impart will not in time remedy 

these evils what under the heavens 
remove them?

.. Afi an organized representative of 
Modern Spiritualism, the National Spir-

. JtuaHsts’ Association of America stands 
<. for the establishment in the minds, of

•■ universal humanity the truth of a fu- 
? . ture existence as a scientific fact in na- 
i- ture. What other organization upou the 
)■ . face of tbe earth stands for as much? 
\S Do we as Spiritualists realize fully 

'• what this great truth implies? It im­
plies the sooner or later banishment 
from the human race of all selfishness, 
avarice, greed and crime and the usher­
ing In of tlie dawn of the millennium 
wherein the whole of humanity will 
dwell together In happy, spiritual unity 

. preparatory to the higher glories which 
: await it We can therefore afford to be 

,. patient with our weaker brethren until 
■ they come up higher in the scale of 
'-.spiritual progression. We can overlook 

for a time the humiliating hindrances 
we have referred to, the contradictions 
and inconsistencies which for the time 

. being alloy our grand central truth as
they contaminate whatever of truth Is 

; contained in the Bible, to which, how- 
. ever, for our truth we are not indebted, 
although It contains much In support 

' . of it.
What, I ask, that is good and true, 

does the National Spiritualists’ Associa­
tion not stand for? It stands for hal­
lowed emotions and mystic enthusiasm 
to those who toll and sweat, teaching 
them to hope, to dream of God, to take 

' courage and lift themselves above the 
sickening miseries of human conditions 
by the demonstration of the fact of a 
future existence.

It stands for the elimination of the 
• ills of extreme Inequalities in the social 
structure and for hope in the near 
triumph of its knowledge and faith—for 
a glorious ending to a life of cheerless 

< ’ poverty and toll.
It stands for the bringing Into right­

eous prominence of the virtues of the 
poor as well as for the just acknowledg- 

r ment of the virtues of the rich.
r1 It stands for “the man with the hoe” 

and -the man with the scepter when
• ’. wielding it In righteous authority; for 
’<• the woman with tbe needle and the 

/ woman with the crown when just to
. her subjects.

. It .stands for “the sovereignty of the 
” ..people—for the interests of the whole 

people .as contradistinguished from 
' those of the few. It believes that no 

. personification of tbe popular genius for 
' financial scheming upon the part of any 

• . individual or company of Individuals 
: J can prove the right of that individual 

or company of individuals to sovereign 
... power to the detriment of the masses.

It stands for such representatives of 
•. Spiritualism as Wallace, Crookes, Lin­

coln, Edmunds, Owen, Holmes, Brown­
ing, Longfellow, Greeley, Tuttle, Howe, 

..Barrett, Richmond, Bryant, Francis, 
‘ .Hull, Flammarlon, J^oe Jefferson, Edwin

Booth, Savage, Thomas, Peebles, Sar­
gent, Watson, Newman, and, as a wel­
coming host to such’recent prominent 
converts as Austin, Hodgson, Hyslop 

. and Lease. ■
It stands for “working” out our souls’ 

salvation instead of “believing” it out, 
and for the law that “whatsoever a man 
soweth that shall he also reap;” and 
yet it stands for all faith that Is reason­
able, uplifting and beneficent. \

It stands for the prince and tbe peas­
ant, the rich and the poor, the bond and 
the free, tbe Jew and the Gentile, the 

• ignorant arid the learned, the saint and 
tbe sinner.

• It stands for the highest education, 
‘ science, literature, art and the drama.

It stands for the Fatherhood of God 
and the Brotherhood of Man; for ma^ 

. kind as they are, ought to be and might 
become. . • ■

It stands for all the camps throughout 
the country and for all good aiid honest 
mediums therein.. . .

STOCK OF KNOWLEDGE.
We are nearing the date set for the 

N. 8. A. Convention, aud being deeply 
interested in it, I feel impelled to drop 
a few words concerning it. The past 
year has been one of great agitation In 
tlie spiritual vinveyurd; work has been 
pushed according to means at band and 
the papers have been doing very great 
service in voicing the affirmations and 
contradictions of able writers, concern­
ing almost every subject that interests 
humanity.

Three things among the many, have 
especially burdened my mind: 1. The 
useless controversy about Jesus of Naz­
areth. I am quite certain that when we 
have mounted a little higher on pro­
gression’s spiral stairway, and (cached 
higher planes of mental and spiritual 
perception and expression, we will all 
see and understand his great services to 
humanity. Then why not let that mat­
ter rest at present?

2. Reincarnation. This is affirmed and 
denied by both spirits and mortals 
alternately. To my mind that subject 
will have its scientific demonstration in 
its own good time, for the reason that it 
is a process governed by natural law 
and in time must be rightly understood 
by earth’s people.

3. This great fraud agitation. It is a 
serious problem and I have carefully 
read and pondered all the pros and cons, 
and cannot see what has been gained, 
for it all moves on apparently as it 
ever did. One set of jieople denounce 
certain mediums as frauds, others de­
fend them, and it makes confusion 
worse confounded. A few weeks since 
Mr. Barrett, editor of the Banner of 
Light, published a list of books by one 
who claims to revel in mysteries and 
who tells all dishonestly inclined me­
diums to buy his wares and sail out into 
public practice therewith. Of course he 
is a trickster for whom no name Is too 
harsh, but he certainly received all this 
stock of information of which he boasts 
from Ill-designing worldly spirits. Then 
we have the card-readers and those who 
put out wonderful advertisements that 
they can do all things, and worst of all 
the inedluinistic voodoos who stoop to 
any kind of criminal work to gain their 
points. In tbe past we have had a 
forced experience with some of that

ELEMENTS OF A NATIONAL SPIR­
ITUALISTS’ ASSOCIATION, AND 

.ITS RELATION TO SPEAKERS. .
Any establishment or organization, 

more or less far-reaching in its effects, 
that shall conduce to the general eleva­
tion of its adherents; that shall sustain 
the dignity and respect, and add to the 
better understanding and influence of 
tbe philosophy and the phenomena that 
sustains it—that shall at the same time 
elevate tlie standard of its exponents— 
cannot fail to secure the confidence, and 
receive the support of every true and 
sincere Spiritualist. Yet permanency 
and growth cannot be attained without 
substantial and unremitting material 
support, which are exceedingly difficult 
to secure, as such an association must 
necessarily embrace among Its sustain­
ing forces incoheslve elements that are 
of a peculiarly disintegrating charac­
ter, aud that are in a sense nullifying. 
Besides, any establishment that exists, 
bearing upon the proposition that it has 
any special function for the regulation 
of “free-thought,” which must be in­
herent in progressive Spiritualism, is/ 
to some extent, paradoxical.

The workings of any National Associ­
ation of Spiritualists should, be along 
lines that are perpetually advancing, 
operating on a lofty ethical plane; sus­
taining a high standard of spirituality, 
as it purports to be, in this respect at 
least—as one cogent reason for its exist­
ence—an Improvement upon all ortho­
dox organizations, having, demonstrat­
ed ly, for a foundation/ more enduring 
principles. The purposes of such an 
organization are subverted,, when its 
power is dogmatically,,exerted Ui. up­
holding any pecuiar phase or form of 
belief, cult, faction or fad, that may be­
come popular with the dominating influ­
ences. The spiritual philosophy being 
educational in the highest sense, 
thought should-be allowed to adjust it­
self to tbe environment of each succes­
sive resting-place, where It must halt, 
for longer or shorter periods, for assim-

nate class who, possessiiigyi high order 
of business talent, w^iosejflgorous sys­
tems generate such^n qvprplua of en­
ergy, that while not ^nlq^terlng In the 
rostrum they are abl^^o^eep constantly
at the writing de^, sending out a 
ceaseless stream of correspondence, ne­
gotiating for engagements, are able to 
keep themselves in itlm pecture field. 
This demonstrates tw necessity for the 
establishment of al cewral bureau,
where societies that-so desire can apply 
for speakers or mediums,-where they 
can designate such fUIent'ds is thought 
most effective for thmr »oKn peculiar 
conditions, and where endorsements

IN -UNION IS ORDER, - METHOD, 
STRENGTH AND GREATEST EF­
FICIENCY—PROVIDED THAT ITS 
ELEMENTS ARE COMPATIBLE 
AND HARMONIOUS,
As the time is near at bund for the 

assembling of the National Association 
in a convention I do not expect to be 
privileged to attend, I avail myself of 
the hospitable columns of The Progress­
ive Thinker in which to express a few
personal thoughts pertaining thereto. 
From rumors floating in the Spiritual 

and credentials cau .be consulted, and I atmosphere, I conclude that all who as-

Ration and to afford a rendezvous 
its forces, until ready to advance 
other stage of the journey toward 
goal of Truth.

for 
an- 
the

class and know whereof 
therefore hold with Mr. 
that point, that much 
strongly aired practices
•’hellish verities.0

we affirm. I 
Dawbarn on 
of all these 
of fraud are

Now what is to be done? During this 
sifting process of years very little has 
been accomplished, because all who 
have communion with excarnate 
spirits of any class or degree nre me­
diums in thnt degree and come under 
the name of Spiritualism, aud the ques­
tion is; Must the N. S. A. rest on this 
composite foundation of the highest and 
purest and the lowest and impure? It 
is here where a strong line must be 
drawn. There is a plenty of the good, 
sound phenomenal brick and mortar,- 
and plenty of good, true workers to 
build a solid foundation. Tbe philo­
sophical and religious Importations 
from above have been so abundant and 
grand that there Is no need of using 
aught else that yet has Its course to run 
iu the conflicts of crude matter for 
assimilation. As fast a^it can be con­
verted into fit material It can be used.

I believe in organization, local, state 
and national. True, six years of the 
N. S. A.’s work has not made the mark 
It was hoped it would make, but it has 
been largely due to the fact that it was 
somewhat ahead of time. There were 
not enough local and state societies to 
support it Even now, tho local so­
cieties in large part cannot keep up 
their own expenses and therefore are 
not able to do their part by the N. B. A., 
which in turn is handicapped and un­
able to do its part W.e are not unmind­
ful of the fact that organization means 
tbe establishment of those conditions 
by which an exchange of tbe desired 
elements can take place. It must be a 
co-operative agency by which the wants 
of the units composing It are fully met. 
This, bo far, has been impossible and It 
has given rise to the query whether or 
no the N. 8. A. has a right to exist un­
der these conditions. For one, I would 
say, at all hazards it should exist Let 
the cause be supported and propelled 
onward In its good work. Let all who 
have the cause of pure Spiritualism 
truly at heart rally to its support and 
then in return receive the helps to 
which they are entitled. The N. S. A. 
should set Its Ideals high so as to mass 
the pure forces, drawing all who are 
ready for truly working for humanity’s 
weal into its ranks, and moving upward 
draw those struggling amid difficulties 
up with It Then a clear declaration of 
principles is needed, and let tbe N. 8. A 
put up before the world’s gaze Its two- 
sided shield representing Spiritualism 
on one side as a religious science, on the 
other as a scientific religion.

Religion deals with man’s emotional 
and finer nature, with thoughts, Ideas 
and heart-beats, and it is therefore no 
easy matter to reduce it to a palpable 
science. Science proves by demonstra­
tion the gathered facts belonging to par­
ticular branches of human knowledge 
concerning man and nature; hence we 
must look to the soul-life, the inner 
realm of man’s nature, and as we do so 

.wo learn that this intricate soul­
mechanism corresponds to nature’s 
physical organism. Thus we gain a 
foothold to observe and note facts 
which when carefully assimilated are 
clearly beheld as soul science.

The one specific purpose of tho 
N. H. A. should be-to bring together all 
psychics who have been and are now 

• taught by spirits, along these lines, to 
exchange their gathered stock of knowl­
edge and thus become able, to furnish 
the proofs referred to, to an anxious, 
watching, waiting world.

The success of our cause depends 
upon the proofs we furnish of our 
claims. MRS. M. KLEIN,

Van Wert, Ohio.

••Th® Bridge Between Two Worlds.” 
By Abby A. Judson. This book is ded­
icated to all earnest souls who desire, 
bj*harmonizing their physical and their 
psychical bodies with universal nature 
and their souls with tbe higher intelli­
gences, to coms into closer connection 
with the purer realms of the spirit­
world. It is written in the sweet spirit­
ual tone that characterizes all of Miss 
Judson’s literary works. Price, cloth, 
$1‘ paper, 75 cents. For sale at this 
office.

' “Edith Bramley’s Vision.” Vivid de­
scription of a Jesuit spirit conclave, 
together with interesting corroborative 
testimony. Price 15 center For sale st 
this office.

When the affairs of such an organiza­
tion can be conducted on a plane so ex­
alted spiritually und materially as to 
be above and beyond tlie petty spites, 
prejudices, jealousies and personalities 
characteristic of the cruder forms of 
mind that prevail in the conduct of hu­
man Institutions, then, aud not till then 
—when undevlatiug consideration and 
equitable adjustment shall be observed 
toward all its supporters, ' and the 
worthy, enlightened and inspired expo­
nents of its principles—will a National 
Spiritualists’ Association attract to its 
support aud maintenance endowments 
and emoluments from sources of wealth 
and influence sufficient to establish it 
on a sure and abiding foundation. Then 
will the glittering dome of tlie spiritual 
establishment shine afar reflecting the 
radiance of tlie suu of the immortals, as 
a beacon light alluring aud guiding to 
tbe haven of peace a weary, wait­
ing and long-suffering world.

The Royal Society of Englund, whose 
nourishing bosom bus sustained aud 
warmed into life the principles that 
guide the world of science to-day, have 
established the material foundations 
upon which tbe spiritual forces are now 
at work building the str nature, wherein 
shall be taught the reason- for the ex­
istence and perpetuation of all forms of 
life, a knowledge of the elements that 
sustain and prove that tbe attributes of 
the human soul are immortal. This so­
ciety, composed largely of tbe material 
scientists, was established in the reign- 
of Charless IL—who left his royal 
mace for its protection—in a bigoted 
age, and has flourished for more than 
two centuries, and has grown stronger 
aud more enduring with time; and Is 
the most influential scientific organiza­
tion embraced by tho learned world of 
to-day, whose leading minds are as 
household words, and which Include 
those of noted Spiritualists. Those 
who desire to strengthen and perpetu­
ate a National Spiritual Association, 
will, in this renowned aggregation ot 
the scientific educational forces of past 
ages as well as the present, find a 
model nnd rationale of methods; aud 
the sublime teachings that should flour­
ish under Its fostering Influence could 
scarcely fall to receive the same recog­
nition, confidence and respect as great 
as the R$yal society’s deductions.

The fact of the existence of a Nation­
al Spiritualists’ Association during the 
post six years has contributed much to 
force recognition from various powerful 
corporations of the rights, not only of 
Spiritualists, but of all bodies of free­
thinkers that represent the advanced 
Ideas of the times. It has been a potent 
factor for restraining unfriendly and 
adverse enactments at the hands of 
state and national legislators. This as­
sociation has also been regarded as a 
menace to tbe unjust proceedings of 
the law-courts, whose rulings are apt to 
be guided by the superstitious bigotry 
of the age; and It has been regarded as 
a power whose function was to Inter­
vene in the case of possible arrest and 
persecution of the exponents and dem­
onstrators of the philosophy it is ex­
pected to uphold. A discussion of such 
other functions as may Come within the 
scope of Its work, and further dilation 
upon the reasons for its existence would 
far transcend the bounds of this article; 
therefore only some short reference will 
be made regarding the connection such 
an association may bo presumed to have 
with the exponents of Ite principles and 
beliefs.

What of the speakers, mediums and 
other exponents of Spiritualism, with­
out whom any National Association 
would be almost in the same category 
as faith without-works—dead I It is a 
consistent assumption also,, that pro­
fessional speakers are a vital necessity 
to any Spiritualist society worthy of the 
name ouside tbe the private or family 
seance! Why do local societies exist, if 
not for the purpose primarily to come 
together—humanity being gregarious— 
to receive instruction from those who, 
though they be special subjects for in­
spiration, should be instructed in the 
principles of popular oratory; . besides 
keeping the Intellect bright and stored 
with up-to-date facte and discoveries in 
psychics and other pertinent sciences. 
And woe to the speaker who proves un­
true to his mission and subverts the 
truth according to his understanding 
and panders to the popular fads of the 
day. ••. . . .

What Is there more flat,"stale and un­
profitable to the cultivated mind than 
the pabulum that Is usually dispensed 
at the Spiritualist society that depends 
entirely for its edification and Instruc­
tion Upon the home talent of the aver­
age ability? Again, it is the tendency, 
in a large number of instances, to em­
ploy phenomenal mediums, though 
often grossly illiterate and shockingly 
ungrammatical, to the exclusion almost 
entirely of lecturers. whose discourses 
are along educational lines—though tbe 
crying need by “such societies for such

all tbe other business that pertains to semblo at the coming convention will 
engagements for platform or rostrum not be supporters of the National Asso- 
workers. elation, but some will be opponents for

A National Spiritualist Association divers reasons, the principal of which 
should Include such a bureau, -which may be stated as follows: 1. Spiritual-- 
Could be largely supported by pro rata ism is such a conglomerate compound 
contributions from those for whom en- of irreconcilable teachings as to furnish 
gagements are made through its instru- no proper basis of organization. 2. 
mentality, uud also by tho societies who Spirit communication is simply a sclen- 
have here secured desirable talent, tlfic fact, and there is no sense in found- 
while a substitute would be thus pro- jug either an organization, or a ereeda! 
vlded for the conference or synod of religion thereon. 3. The National Asso- 
chruch organizations. Such an estab- elation has been weighed in the balance 
llshment would seem to tbe all the more for six years, and has been found want- 
desirable, from tbe fact that the most ing In sufficient good works to justify 
gifted speakers are not of those who jts continuance,
best manage to keep themselves in the As a practical, worker In the spiritual 
field by effective advertisement, or who vineyard for at least thirty-five years, I 
can secure the best remuneration for ^ve always been in favor of organlza- 
their services. Sensitives are uot not- tion to facilitate the spread of spiritual 
ably successful financiers, truth, aud its application to human life.

When a speaker Is approached by an i have always felt It to be incumbent 
officer deputed by the National Assocla- on all who have received the great light 
tiou, aud informed: that unless he or of Modern Spiritualism, to do all in 
she contributes to the treasury thereof, their power to enlighten their fellow- 
its moral support and its good offices men. Human experience has proved 
generally will be withdrawn, the ques- the utility of .organized effort to ad- 
tiou may often be consistently asked: vance every other cause, and I have 
Why he or she was never engaged to seen no good reason why that of Spirit­
speak at any of the series of meetings ualism forms any exception to the gen- 
held under its auspices in various parts oral rule.
of the country? Such a one may draw Though the prlmum mobile of the 
well, or. even better than the average rgreat spiritual movement is In the spir- 
yet—under present conditions, through it world, its machinery, largely must 
engagements being necessarily inter- needs be framed here ou earth, and uot 
mittent, with occasional cancellations— only must human instruments as me- 
be found “fleeing from the wrath to diums co-operate with spirits, but ail 
come,” through unavoidable financial others on the mortal plane whom they 
delinquency. -have enlightened are needed to help

Unless the Association is able to do carry ou Its philanthropic work. In 
something practical in return, logically union is order, method, strength aud 
speaking, how is he able to consistently greatest efficiency, provided that its ele- 
respoud, self-preservation being the ments are compatible and harmonious, 
law of nature? But we are told by opponents of Splrlt-

“What shall we do with our speak- ualist organization that our ^ody 
era?” Is the most pregnant query that politic” Is too heterogeneous in make- 
should interest the Spiritualists of to- up, In opinion, and in doctrine to work 
day. “What shall we do with our- together. Granted that such has been 
selves?” is the all-absorbing problem too often the case hitherto, during the 
that likewise interests a large proper- iconoclastic and chaotic period, it does 
tion of the professional speakers, Rely- uot follow' that discord is inevitable for 
Ing upon observation,'aud noting the the future.
staggering condition-, of societies in It Is a sorry confession of the evil ten-
manypf our larger cities at the present dencies of Spiritualism, and of the in- 
juncture, unless something^an be done nate “crankiness and cussedness” of 
to foster its ethical phases, the intellect- Spiritualists as a whole, to assume that 
ual elements of Spiritualism will con- they must always remain a mob be- 
tinue to gravitate to thei.Unitariun so- cause they will not “agree to differ!” 
cleties, and to those* popular orthodox All who are so angular and crotchety 
churches where spiritual’ sermons are as to be chronically combative, are Spir- 
heard. THEODORE F. PRICE. I Rualtets only in name, and must have 

much personal discipline and growth 
ere they are ready to associate with de­
cent order-loving workers. No such 
need apply.

Furthermore, we are told that the

THEODORE F. PRICE.

A LOGICAL RESULT.
—. V i. basic foundation of organization is
The Forces of All Should Be “simply spirit communion—that and

Combined’’ nothing else,” and that this Is not a suf-
w • ^ flclent basis for forming an organlza-

tlon’ a creed, or a religion thereon. If 
FRLE TO b pUTSIDE ^ prein|S0 ^vere trUe, the conclusion

SHOULD ■ORGANIZE*. IFOR * PHI-, might be also. But to me, Spiritualism 
LANTHROPIO PURPOSES. 1ms always had a far wider scope and
The National Spiritualists Association meaning. It if meant nothing more 

appears to mo but the logical result of Umu intercourse with decarnate spirits, 
local organization. Perhaps a majority Ibe phenomenal manifestations, which 
of Spiritualists who live near a local so- are its means and methods, might prop- 
clety, and who aro not members of erly form the basis of a scientific organ- 
some church, lend their assistance to Izatlon to study Its facts and laws, and 
the. local organization; if they do not 1° teach tbe same as a spiritual science, 
hold a membership In it, they occasion- which might properly be called Spirit- 
ally attend Its meetings. Even public bim. True, no National Association 
workers, who oppose national organlza- would be called for to teach or support 
tion, have been known to accept en- mere Spiritism. But the higher order 
gagemeuts from local societies, thus °^ spirits who have been communicat- 
clearly demonstrating tbe fallacy of iu^ since Andrew Jackson Davis was 
their position. From my present point inspired to give Nature’s Divine Reve- 
of view, it seems desirable that those lotions, have continued his work, teach- 
who believe in the utility of organic ef- W a rational philosophy, and a spirit­
fort should combine thoir forces and u»i religion, or rather a natural philo- 
thus be enabled to exert a stronger in- sophic religion, for the promulgation of 
fluence upon the world for its better- which the associated effort of all be-
ment.

The churches have certainly succeed­
ed In acquainting the general public 
with their theological doctrines to a 
great extent, and foster sectarian edu­
cation and missionary work in many 
lands, all of which would have been 
practically Impossible without organiza­
tion. Because organization in tho past 
has not been an unmixed blessing is 
not a sound reason why it may not, if 
wisely directed, benefit the world here­
after.

The motive for such 'organization, it 
occurs to me, should be- purely philan­
thropic; nothing less will warrant its 
existence, and nothing ! more exalted 
can be said In its favor. It is the 
strong, earnest, loving desire to uplift 
others and diffuse the spirit of altruism 
throughout the world, blossoming Into 
concrete form and systematic effort

While the basis of organized Spirit­
ualism (or Spiritualists) may be the 
doctrine of spirit communion, that Is, 
after all, but the first stone in the foun­
dation. Upon It and that which Is 
closely related, might be erected a su­
perstructure as broad, liberal, scientific 
and humanitarian as Ite votaries desire.

If these considerations are true, what 
is there to hinder the success of Spirit­
ualist organizations? First, the preva­
lence of selfishness and consequent ab­
sence of that altruistic spirit which 
seeks to promote the’welfare of others;
and .second, wide-spread individualism, 
which has rebelled at all efforts looking 
toward co-operation and.°’Amblnntlon 
for the weal of all, afid no# persistently 
refuses to surrender an loti of individ­
ual prerogative. OfcourseJ this may 
be included under the first general term 
of self-lsbness. Anti, lastly, an Hiner-.. 
ant lectureship, witnout any system 
general supervision]0 ’ 9

That It Is not now possible to secure 
the active co-operation ofill Spiritual­
ists seems certain, nut pdrhaps enough 
are in favor of organization to make 
such institution a grand s^cess. Those 
who arc opposed to it are, and certainly 
will be free, under’any aifll all circum­
stances, to remain ’ unorganized ~ and 
maintain their ownroplnlofis.

Should Spiritualist organizations ever 
adopt creeds and^becoiSe sectarian,

or

those of us wlio do not believe in that 
course of procedure*1 would^certainly be 
as free to remain outside of them as we 
are to-day to remain outside of creed- 
bound churches. - • ■

WALTER5 P. WILLIAMS.
Salem, Oregon, ''

“Social Upbuilding, including Co-op­
erative Systems and tbh Happiness and 
Ennoblement of Humanity.”' By EL D. 
Babbitt, LL. D.. M.D.-This comprises 
tho last part of Human .Culture and 
Cure. Paper cover, 15 cents. For sale 
at this office. ; ’ •

^Religious ana Theological Works of 
Thomas Paine.” Contains his celebrated
“Age of Reason,” and a number of let- 
tets and discourses on religious and the- 
©logical subjects. Cloth binding, 4ft

instruction, is all too plainly exposed.
Whatever may be urged .against the ______ ________ _____
subject matter of the orthodox sermon,' pages. Price' $1 For sale at thia office

the part of those who lack moral cour-1 
age and devotion to the truth which is 
travestied and disgraced. Just so long 
as the spiritual cause is left unprotected 
and unguided, and allowed to go hap­
hazard by those who ought to be its 
leaders and supporters, It will be 
dragged In tho mire, and foul deceivers 
will prey upon the credulous public in 
its much abused name I |

If the National Association has not 
accomplished all that was expected of ■ 
it, it has done much toward giving dig­
nity and respectability to the cause It 
represents, and if croakers and critics 
would have It do more good, let them 
join it, and add their means, wisdom 
and influence to its future efficiency. 
It is high time that pure and undetiled 
Spiritualism should be upheld by an or­
ganization ot Its true constituents and 
votaries, and I appeal to all who would 
be glad to see their faith honored by 
the world as it should be, to come out 
of their hiding, and honor it them­
selves! •

I repeat with great emphasis: So long 
as there is no unity of the better 
class of Spiritualists, .and .they virtually 
desert the cause by neglecting to iden­
tify themselves with the movement, 
those who disgrace it and prostitute 
their spiritual gifts to base and merce­
nary ends, will continue to “bold the 
fort” and disgust all level-headed peo­
ple with their preposterous claims and 
nauseating practices. The following 
excerpt from an article in a.recent issue 
of the. New York Evening Telegram, 
concerning one of these “false proph­
ets,” should be pondered by every 
careless Spiritualist; “Spiritualists must 
respect themselves (and their cause, too, 
I will add—D. 0.) before they can hope 
for the respect of the community. 
(They must be a powerless sect, without 
any spinal column whatever if they al­
low such a disgraceful exhibition with­
out an earnest protest.) It is nonsense to 
say they can’t be held responsible for 
such things, for they can be, they will 
be, and for that matter, they are held 
responsible. If they permit humbug 
they must not complain if the word is 
stretched far enough to cover them all. 
If they have a truth let them stand by 

I It. And if anyone under their auspices 
swindles the public, they should be the 
first to try to bring him to justice. Un­
til they are ready to do that they have 
no claim on the general sympathy.”

Truly, without organization we are a 
powerless sect (a rabble more properly), 
without any spinal column whatever, 
and without any authority to deal with 
the‘fakirs who are continually bringing 
us and a holy cause, under the public 
ban.

lievers is much needed.
We are told by an eminent writer, that 

“That which flows from spirit commun­
ion constitutes In all respects the basic | 
superstructure of Spiritualism, whether 
It is good, bad, or indifferent; whether । 
it is composed of the grand and Imper- । 
ishable thoughts of one who is truly 
wise, or the Incoherent drivel of a wild । 
Comanche Indian, or a semi-Idiot.” We I 
are further assured by this opponent i 
that “The National Association’s basis . 
for recognition, must as a natural con­
sequence, rest upon this composite com-. 

pound designated as Spiritualism; 
either In approval, or condemnation. It 
represents the loftiest thought and the 
lowest drivel of a medlumlstic voodoo, 
who is willing for a consideration to do 
any kind of criminal work, for he is a 
medium for spirit intercourse, just as 
much as the wisest sage.’ After thus 
defining Spiritualism, this writer asks: 
“How can organization be rendered 
successful under these conflicting con- 
dltions?”

As I look at it, Spiritualism being a 
rational philosophy does not Include tbe 
“drivel” alluded to, even though It 
may come from the spirit world. If un­
developed spirits prompt mediums to 
evil deeds, or to the utterance of “Inco­
herent drivel” they are neither practic­
ing nor teaching the spiritual philoso­
phy or religion, and no spiritual organ­
ization would accept such conduct or 
utterance as a basis.

In fact one ot the greatest needs for 
organization on the part of true, repre­
sentative Spiritualists, Is thereby to 
separate chaff from wheat, and author- 
atlvely define what is, and what is not 
Spiritualism.

A Declaration of Principles is, in my 
opinion, greatly needed to show to the 
world at large what true Spiritualists 
accept and hold thornselves responsible 
for teaching. Until this is done, its en­
emies may continue to point the finger 
of scorn at the evil, the nonsense and 
drivel which the mantle of Spiritualism 
Is supposed to cover. The National As­
sociation shopld speak with no uncer­
tain sound In denunciation of modern 
sorcery which flaunts Its false and dis­
gusting pretences In all our great city 
dallies. The perversion and abuse of 
mediumship cannot be too forcibly dep­
recated and condemned. Those who 
now “steal the livery of heaven to 

serve the devil in,” should be relegated 
to their proper place among other crim­
inals, to be pitied but not petted by any 
association of true Spiritualists, no mat­
ter if they are mediums.

If all of the better class of Spiritual­
ists would, as they should, ally them­
selves with the . National Association 
and hold up tbe standard of true Spir­
itualism, it and they would soon com­
mand the respect of all truth-lovers in 
and out of our ranks. If voodoo medi­
ums, fakirs, freaks and frauds are to 
tbe front In our movement at the pres­
ent time, it Is not solely their fault, 
they are permitted to be by the apathy, 
indifference, and negligence of duty on

Cured Her Rupture
Happy Restoration from a Dan

gerons Malady.
Tlie Rice Method is a Wonderful 

and Certain Cure.
Mrs. M. E. Smith, of

Rockingham, Vt., au 
L found lu the Rice plan 
I of curing rupture a 
I measure of freedom 

and relief auch aa 
only those who auff- 

&cr can realize and ap* 
^predate. -Aira. Smith 
& says:—“One of our beat 
^doctors told me I could

I uot P°s6ibly bo cured 
aa I hrb 60 years old, • 

Mas. M. is. Smith, weigh bOO pounds and 
had a very bad naval rupture. However I or­
dered Dr.’Rice’s method and ever since then 
I have experienced relief aud comfort. I know 
Dr Rice cau euro any kind of Rupture and may 
God bless him in hie noble work Is my sincere 
prayer.”

Upon application to Dr.' Rice, be will send 
you free a book that fully explains bow he 
cures rupture. If you know of another person 
ruptured send and get a book for him. Such 
an act of kindness will be remembered all the 
rest of his life. Write to-day without fail. 
Address Dr. W.8. Rice 871 RrMaln st., Adams. 
N. Y. The book is mailed free to all who send 
name and address.

»W OF LIFE,
Do We Need a National Or. 

Oanization,

Those who cowardly shirk a responsi­
bility they cannot escape, by refusing 
to organize for mutual protection, and 
for aggressive warfare on those who 
bring Spiritualism under public con­
tempt, and those who are too apathetic 
and lukewarm to do anything but utter 
pessimistic croakings, are tlie passive 
friends of fraud, and they have only 
themselves to blame for tlie disgrace 
they seek to shun! Let those who nre 
respectable and self-respecting, come to 
the front, and give the National Associ­
ation impetus and power, and it will 
make tbe public reprobation of Spirit­
ualism “beautifully less,” and they will 
have no occasion to doubt its utility, or 
complain of its inefficiency.

If political parlies need a platform of 
principles, so does the National Associ-J 
ation, and so do all minor local organi­
zations, so that they may know “where 
they are at,” and the world may also 
know what they are at, and then every 
“blatherskito” and crank cannot foist 
his crazy drivel upon the public In the 
much abused name of Spiritualism. If 
we have any ism at all, let us have it 
defined by a “consensus of the compe­
tent,” so that all navigators of tbe great 
Sea of Spiritual Truth may have a 
chart and compass to guide them in 
making further and wider explorations.

I trust that the hue and cry raised by 
a few “tenderfeet” against a “creed”— 
a bug-bear conjured up by their own 
Inane imaginations—will not deter the 
members of the National Association 
from defining Spiritualism as It is gen­
erally accepted by the most highly in­
spired and deepest thinkers in our 
ranks. At the Jubilee convention I pre­
sented a Declaration of Principles 
which every rational Spiritualist could 
accept, and I hope that, among others, 
it will be considered at the coming con­
vention. It covered oply the demon­
strated truths of our scientific and phil­
osophic religion, and though a briefer 
one may be made, It cannot be done 
without leaving out some of the cardi­
nal doctrines of Spiritualism which 
ought to be stated for general enlight­
enment My Inspiration has ever taught 
me thnt Spiritualism, In Its most com­
prehensive sense, Is a religion—the re­
ligion generally held in the spirit world. 
Nature is its Bible, Science its revela- 

j tor, and Reason its interpreter. All 
: natural phenomena is tho Divine manl- 
। festation, and- nearly all spirit-quick­
ened souls, as Pope said: “Look through 
nature up to nature’s God,” whom he 
defined in his immortal couplet:
“All are but parte of one stupendous 

whole.
Whose body Nature is, and God the 

soul.
May the National Association have 

the courage and wisdom to distinctly 
affirm Itself the exponent and supporter 
of the Great Spiritual Religion of the 
twentieth century.

I DEAN CLARKE.

SPIRITUALISM MUST IN TIME BE 
ORGANIZED-ITS BASIC PRIN­
CIPLES.
In a few weeks the National Spirit­

ualist Association will assemble for its’, 
annual meeting. With many the ques­
tion arises, What is the use of this or­
ganization? And farther, Can Spirit­
ualists be organized? To answer these 
questions 1 ask another: What la Spirit­
ualism? If it is ouly a mass of phe­
nomena embracing all spirit influences 
from the voodooisiu of the African to 
the loftiest Inspiration of tbe most pro­
gressed minds of the earth, it Is useless 
to have any form of organization. 
Again, If Spiritualism is nothing but an 
inference, based upon those phenomena, 
that man will live on in the future, then 
organization is needless. And if we add 
to that the science which explains tho 
natural laws of the phenomena, we see 
no greater necessity. We need no creed 
or sect, or pretended religion to support 
such propositions as those. And If the , 
N. S. A. has no higher purpose, no 
nobler work than to build up a new 
sect, the sooner it disbands tlie better. 
We have too many sects already. Ami 
if the great body of professed Spiritual­
ists aro only a mass of divergent in­
dividualities, with ull sorts of opposing 
opinions, and no acknowledged, basic

Seconds the Motion. I
“Resolved, that the further preach­

ing of creed and the church and secta­
rian Christianity, in all its forms be 
postponed. Who will second the mo­
tion?”-Dr. Peebles in The Progressive 
Thlnker-ot September 30. ,

As the Doctor has himself been allied 
with tbe preacher crowd many years, 
and therefore knows full well that a 
second to his motion from the class he 1 
would prefer, may be slow in coming, I 
he will, I feel certain, pardon me for I 
doing so, as I most cordially and em- ’ 
phatically do.

I am well settled In the conviction 
that by far tbe greatest obstacle to the 
promotion of a higher morality, an en-' 
lightened civilization to-day is to be 
found In what Is technically known as 
the Christian religion,” although read­
ily conceding the point that thousands 
of the best of people are nominally 
classed with them.

But I took my pen merely to call at­
tention to another relic of ' this old 
Christian fogyism—the ’’Rev.” business 
—the prefixing of the term “Rev.” to the 
names of our lecturers, speakers and 
mediums. It grieves me sorely to say 
that Tsee so little in our Spiritualist pa­
pers and periodicals in the way of pro­
test to this silly offshoot of popular 
Christianity.- '

With all the physical, mental -and 
spiritual ability that an octogenarian 
can command, who for forty years has 
walked in the simple and beautiful light 
of our philosophy, do I hope and pray 
that at the coming of our National con­
vention, decisive action: will be taken 
on this matter, this relic of an effete 

• and barbarous civilization, thoroughly 
and effectually thrust out of the nomen­
clature of Spiritualists. V. FELL. 
, Washington, D. 0.

•'Success, the Key that Unlocks It” 
By Nancy McKay Gordon. 45 pages. 
Paper, 25 cents. For sale at this office.

principles of life and action, then 
national union is Impossible. Therefore, 
as tlie N. S. A. has no basic principles, 
it should cease to exist, or else form­
ulate such principles. But to dis-- 
organize the N. S. A. would be saying 
that all the societies of Spiritualists, 
state und local, are useless and should 
be dissolved.

And if Spiritualism has no distinctive 
principles of Ils own—no philosophy 
different from that of the past—if it has 
nothing which in practical application 
will overturn the false social systems 
which have grown out of the pre­
existent religions and governments, 
then ull its organizations should coaso 
at once. They are nothing but shams. 
In a word, if Spiritualism is not a new 
instauration of human thought, reach­
ing down (In Intent) lo the very foun­
dations of the social organism, with the 
fixed purpose of overthrowing the whole 
vast structure of theological super­
stition and tbe infernal despotisms of 
government, and building upon new 
foundations the rule of justice, equality 
and love, it is unworthy of notice or 
respect, and Its organizations are be­
neath contempt.

If the N. 8. A. at Its coming session 
will adopt a platform of principles 
affirming that Spiritualism is the sci­
ence and philosophy of life, it will lay 
the foundation for the ethical, religious 
and social regeneration of humanity. It 
will place itself where It can affirm that 
only an altruistic life is in harmony 
with its principles and requirements. 
Consequently “the highest wisdom and 
the densest ignorance” cannot be or­
ganized under one National Associar 
tion; for the voodoo medium, the trick­
ster, the fortune teller, the card reader, 
etc., etc., will not accept the principles 
adopted. They will go out and their 
dupes with them.

This will divide the Spiritualists, It 
will be said. Very well. That is what 
is needed. The success of the fraud- 

, ulent and mercenary gang attached to 
tbe Spiritualistic movement is owing 
very largely to the countenance and 
protection accorded it by tho Spirit-' 
uallstic organizations. This will cease 
when a genuine organization is effected. 
The frauds must then stand alone.

j Ism, attached to auy word, means a 
system of doctrines or principles related 
to the word to which it Is added. Spir­
itualism, then, means the doctrine or 
principles of the Spiritual Entity. Spirit 
Is Identical with life; hence the ism of 
the Spiritual embodies the science and 
philosophy of life. In other words, all 
the powers, susceptibilities and possi­
bilities of life are included in the word 
Spiritualism.

Life Is Individual aud social; hence all 
the relations of man to man, of the in­
dividual to society—all the rights and 
duties pertaining to life are Included In 
Spiritualism. Therefore ethics and gov­
ernment are only so many functions of 
life, and are embraced In Spiritualism.

Life is an organizing power; hence 
Spiritualism must, from the necessity 
of the case, be striving for organic 
form, which it will ultimately attain. 
Its platform of principles will be a full 
statement of the attributes, relations, 
rights and duties of life. This will cover 
the entire field of human condition. It 
will include religion; morality and gov­
ernment In short, it will include the 
totality of man’s powers, possibilities 
and actions.

I Now, if the N. S. A. Is prepared to 
adopt such a platform of principles, all 
the real Spiritualists will plant them­
selves thereon and go to work in dead 
earnest to “make all things new.” But 
if it shall prove unequal to the task and 
give us a sectarian, namby-pamby doc­
ument, it will become a grave question- • 
among the real Spiritualists whether 
the time has not arrived when they 
should assume organic form, and thus 
meet the purpose of “the circle of the

1 higher harmonies” in the spirit world. 
For Spiritualism must and will, In time, 
be organized, and like the “stone cut 
out of the mountain,” fill the whole: ’

earth. , X S. LOVELAND. -
- “The Molecular Hypothesis of Na</ 
ture.” By Prof. Wm. M. Lockwood. 
Prof. Lockwood is recognized aa one of> 
the ablest lecturers on the spiritual roa-.- 
trum. In this little volume he presents “ 
In auccinct form the substance of bis 
hetures on the Molecular Hypothesis 
of Nature; and presents his views as 
demonstrating a scientific basis of Splr- ' 
ituallsm. The book Is commended to 
all who love to study and’ think. Foa 
sale at this office.
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Subscribe for
The Progressive Thinker,

Subscribe for The Progressive Thinker and 
commence forming an Occult and Spiritualistic 
Library. We send out 4 books for $1.25, when 
ordered in connection with a year’s subscription 
to the paper,. You need these four books which 
have been sold in the aggregate for $6.25. We 
send? them out as above stated for $1.25, the 
postage on them and expense of mailing being 
45 cents. They are practically a gift. 15.000 
homes have commenced forming an Occult and 
Spiritualistic library, by ordering these books 
They are very valuable, and you should send for 
them at once. See second page for further par­
ticulars.

GENERAL SURVEY 
(Continued from page 4.)

ABSENT TREATMENT

ABSENT IN BODY-PRESENT INI SPIRIT.
DR. PEEBLES, one of the foremost investigators 
of the advanced and higher methods of Healing, as 
well 09 °f Psychic Research, is curing hundreds of 

- chronic sufferers where the regular' practitioner has utter­
ly failed. The vital weakness with, thfe old school physi- 

; cian is that he is not a good diagnosVoiau. He does not
^/ olairvoyantly grasp the diseased cdiidiiions. He guesses 
‘ aud prescribes. If the patient grows worse he writes an­

other prescription.

Psychic Diagnosing.
DR, PEEBLES being one of the best Psychic Diagnosticians living, is 

able to definitetyddoate the seat of the disease. The causes, conditions and 
effects he reads as clearly as if each organ and tissue were before him. With 
the exact knowledge of his patient’s condition, both mental and physical, he 
Is able to wisely apply the treatment adapted to each individual case.

OUR MOTTO
To Do Ail the Good We Can.

Mrs. Dr. Oobu-Barker,
Who is so widely known as one of the 

many

SPIRITUAL H-EALERS,
SHE HAS 1

Successfully Treated
And Cured

Thousands of Patients-
Will Diag,ioso Your Case

W. M. FORSTER, M. D„ 
1059 MARKET STREET, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., 
Special attention 1b given to

Diseases of the 
Nervous System,

The Liver and Kidneys,
Correspondence invited; enclose stamp for reply.

FREE
REQUIREMENTS:

PABULUM OF LIFE.
Best on Earth for Stomach and Kidney Trouble.

Will rcitoro at once healthy action to the stomach 
organ, of urination. By mall ||,

DR. R. CREER,
5!) Dwbormt, Chicago.

G. WALTER LYNN
THE CELEBRATED

Menial Healer
AND

Gifted Psychic.
Diseases Cured at a Distance by 

Absent Treatments.
Obsession, or Undeveloped Influ­

ences Removed,
INSTRUCTION IN MEDIUMSHIP 

JVlQrVeloCis Glares 
OF DISEASE

w Psychic Power.

RETO
AND

TI+INK!

The sick aro requested to 
look over the

Hundreds of Testimonials
That we have been publishing 

The Progressive Thinker for
THE LAST 
SIX YEARS

in

Especially the last 
TWO MONTHS

DOES THIS NOT PROVE

OUR PSYCHIC POWERS
and our success as a healer ? -

WE LET OTHERS 
TELL OF OUR SUCCESS

We don't claim to be the greates 
physician, but we believe

t

We Can Help You.
WRITE US TO-DAY, 

Sending leading symptom, 
age and sex

DR. C. E. WATKINS,
406 Mums. Avo., Boston, Mass.

Dr. J. W. Briggs writes: “Mr. and 
Mrs. Geo. E. Heinsohn, of Louisville, 
spent their vacation In Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Mr. Helnsohn holds a good position in 
the Internal Revenue department. He 
is an inspirational lecturer for the 
Louisville Spiritual Temple, aud Is 
able to give his services free. He in­
forms me their society Is in a flourish­
ing condition financially, and very har­
monious; have a flue Ladies’ Aid, hav­
ing purchased a church on very liberal 
terms, aud able to meet the payments 
promptly.

M. Theresa Allen writes from Spring­
field, Mo.; "Our work here is progress­
ing nicely. Since returning from our 
camp near Joplin, Mo., we have re­
sumed our regular spiritual duties, and 
expect to do all we can to advance our 
cause In this community. We hold two 
public services per week—Sunday night 
and Friday afternoon. Tbe Friday aft 
teruoou meetings are more especially 
under tbe management of tbe ladles’ 
organization, known as the Spiritual So- 
rosis of Springfield, Mo. We also visit 
neighboring fields in the Interest of our 
cause, and should he glad to hear from 
societies desiring our services. Terms 
reasonable.”

"Tlie announcement of a lecture by 
Mrs. Marian Carpenter of Detroit filled 
the church room of tbe 1'irsl Spiritual­
ist society to overflowing last evening. 
Many were turned away for lack of 
standing room. The subject of Mrs. 
Carpenter’s lecture, 'Spiritualism,' was 
handled In her usual masterly way. nnd 
at the close of tbe lecture she gave 
tests that were eonviueing proof of 
what she had said—'that Spiritualism is 
not a theory, but it demonstrable fact.' 
Mrs. Carpenter Is always a favorite 
with the people of Battle Creek as was 
shown by the large aud appreciative 
audience of last evening.”—Battle 
Creek (Mich.) Daily Moon.

B. Frank Schmid writes: "The First 
Spiritualist Church of Indianapolis, 
lud., has been exceptlonately fortunate 
in the work of September. A. W. Con­
nett and Mrs. Josephine Hopp hqye oc­
cupied tbe rostrum together. Bro". Con­
nett came among us a strauger, but we 
soon learned to know him and appre­
ciate bls work. He has been with us 
altogether three months, and this 
speaks volumes of his worth as n 
speaker aud worker. He has won the 
confidence and respect of our people, 
and we can cheerfully recommend him 
to oilier societies. Mrs. Ropp always 
gives very satisfactory tests; she Is oue 
of the few mediums that give names in 
full. Her work Is valuable and Is 
always appreciated by tbe audience. 
October finds us with J. C. F. Grum- 
blue.”

W. F. Jamieson writes from Correc­
tionville, Iowa, about Liberal Investi­
gator Societies: "I expect to devote my 
time to lecturing and organizing Liberal 
Investigator societies (making Correc­
tionville, Iowa, my headquarters) in 
towns throughout the surrounding coun­
try. The principles of the society are: 
'Physical and mental freedom for the 
human race.' The Liberal Investigator 
respects (he right of everyone to think 
and speak for one's self, with ‘charity 
for all, malice toward none.’ Deeds in-

MAGNETIZED MEDICINES.'
He uses only tbe mildest medicines, these being preparations from roots 

and herbs. Drastic drugs and poisons he has totally abolished. The reme­
dies for each patient are magnetized aud vitalized by the Doctor himself be­
fore they are shipped. In this way his patients get magnetic treatment as 
well as medical.

PSYCHIC TREATMENT
These treatments are both Magnetic and Hypnotic, combining the pow­

ers of the Magnetic Healer and the Hypnotist. Hypnotism produces a spe­
cial influence upon the nervous system. It is will in action—will suggestion, 
thought force; while mesmeric magnetism transfers a refined, invisiblenervo- 
substance to the subject or patient.

DR. PEEBLES is au adept in the occult, Jesus “felt-virtue" or mag­
netism “go out of him.” Healing, sympathizing spirits project their health­
giving magnetic auras into the sphere of psychics, constituting a magnetic 
battery, which afire with Divine life and love, and propelled by the law of 
vibration wakes tbe “lame to walk” the “bed-ridden to rise,” and the sick 

to say “1 am well," This is Psychic Healing:
Garden Plains, Kans., Sept. 20,1899.—Dear Doctor;—I am improving nicely 

and begin to feel quite as 1 used to a few years ago. The peyehio treatment is 
doing wonders for me. MRS. A. FOLLETT.

Toledo, O., Sept. 18, 1899.—Dear Doctor:—It is perfectly wonderful the Im­
provement in my Lekllh. I have great confidence in your psychic treatment, for 
when J come in your vibration I grow more positive and seem stronger. Yours 
with the kindest ot thoughts. • MARY M. V. JENNINGS.

ISyThis was a serious case, so the lady paid for three months in ad­
vance thinking it would take many months to cure her. At the end of two 
months she was cured:

Lawrence, Muss., Sept. 24.—Dear Doctor:—I have received your check re­
turning to me the money not used in the course of treatment for which 1 had paid. 
1 will be one that will ever remember tbe great good you have done me and any­
thing 1 can do to the remainder ot my days to show my, appreciation of all you 
have done for me I will gladly do. Your grateful patient/ SARAH P. PIERCE.

The doctor has hundreds of such letters, all sbowingftbe victory of ad­
vanced methods of healing over the old.

IC IM nnilDT Afi t0 Your triie condition ft will not'eost you a penny UUUD I to obtain a Psychic Diagnosis of youricase. stating your 
true physical condition, “Foods for the Sick and How to,Prepare them," a 
booklet of inestimable value to every home. Also to each lady writing him 
as above, he will send that practical booklet “Woman.” Nd wife or mother 
should be without it. State age, sex, full name and leading symptom.

Address, DR. J. M. PEEBLES, Battle Creek, Mich.

had heard all the best mediums In the 
United States, but never before had he 
heard such clear-cut aud perfectly 
recognizable tests. He had never heard 
her before as he arrived late aud spoke 
after the tests the Sunday previous. 
The subject of the lecture for Sunday 
evening, October 8, is 'The Power of 
Mediumship.’ Tests by Mrs. Crilly, 
Sunday afternoon and evening, aud 
Thursday evening.’’

Carrie F. Weatherford goes to Flint, 
Ind., for October 15. She has tlie 22d 
and 2!)th disengaged. Parties In North­
ern Indiana or Southern Michigan will 
do well to write her for terms. Address 
Alaska, Mich. She can be reached by 
the Citizens' phone.

Mrs. T. H. Brown writes: "It was my 
pleasure to attend n Spiritual meeting 
at Bankson Lake. The speaker on this 
occasion was Mrs. Amanda Coffman, of 
Grand Rapids, Midi., who gave a 
masterly address on the Historical Evi­
dence of the Continuity of Life. After 
tlie address she proved her premises 
with her descriptive work. She gave 
twenty full names, descriptions and 
messages. Mrs. Coffman Is of pleasing

stead of creeds; a good 
than creed. Be afraid 
doubts—not even your 
leads to investigation;

life is better 
of no man's 
own. Doubt 
investigation

WONDERFUL PROOF 
OF SPIRIT POWER.
Wolcott, N. Y., April 20, 1899.

Dr. Watkins-Dear Sir:—Your letter, 
bringing tlie receipt, just received. I 
am glad the money reached you all 
safe. 1 am still Improving, and 
strength gradually returning, and I am 
trying to get other sick ones to call on 
you. One of my neighbors wants me to 
ask you If you can cure bay fever; 
if you can, she wants to write to you. 
Please answer in your next letter. 
Hoping the angels will Increase your 
success with tbe sick ones all over the 
laud, I remain your grateful patient, 

MRS. S. D. FOWLER.

Lock of hair, age, sex, one leading 
symptom, full name, three 2-cent 
stamps, and plain full address.

SEND TO

Mrs. Dr. Dobson-Barker,
Box 132. SAN JOSE, CAL.

MAfJ3Fl€LJ)’3
FAMOUS

Homeopathic Treatment
Cures Where Others Fail.

Send name, age, sex and leading symp­
tom for Free Diagnosis.

W. A. MANSFIELD, M. D. 
215 Alanson Street, Cleveland, Ohio.

"THE LYCEUM."
The Lyceum, devoted to the Interests 

of the young, aud to lyceum work, is 
published by Tom Clifford, at Cleve­
land, Ohio, No. 1905 Pearl street. 
Only fifty cents per year. Every young 
person should have access to its co], 
umus. In fad. u11 classes will Ann 
something of special Interest in It. It 
Is published weekly. Try It.

BEAR IN MINO.
In sending remittances to this office, 

write your orders on a single sheet of 
paper, to file away for future reference, 
If you have anything th say to the ed­
itor outside of that, do so on a separate 
sheet It is not safe to send money in 
a letter; If it Is sent that way, aud lost 
In tbe course of transmission, you will 
be tbe loser. Do uot send personal 
checks, as it costs 16 cents to get them 
cashed. Send postal or express order, 
or registered letter or draft payable In 
Chicago or New York, and there can 
be no loss.

Write names and addresses as plain 
as ordinary print, and mistakes wUl be 
avoided.

A LOCK OF YOUR HAIR.
Readings and business advice, by ffllUl

If you wish to know what ails 
you and what will cure you, send 
a lock of your hair and four 
cents In stamps. State age and 
sex and name in full. Address

J.G.BRTDOKF.M. D
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.

DR. MAX MUEHLEN BRUCH, 
Prophetic Beer, 
Herbalist, 

Psychonietrlst 

and 
Medical 

Clairvoyant, 

Diagnose* Disease

by Lock of Hulr.

(No Symptoms Required) 25c in Stamps.

Delineations, past, present, one year In future.. .12.50 
Life Delineations, with Spiritual Horoucope,....... 5-00 
Kook from mines read Psycheinetrically................ 2.50 
Sil Questions answersd by mall............................... 1-50
Readings to Foreign Countries, extra,........... .. . W r-SrKend 10‘k of b“ir for all Psychometric Life 

d»le of birth necessary for Spiritual 
RuadlUK^' * pamphlet containing in full tbe three

editio^tHnonfal’ M°J“ *“*/.« «!!¥ one for two ^ cent 
w111

^“‘Sl’jjo® rlS^OaklaiuhCal^J^^Z-----------

MRS. G. PARTRIDGE,
The well-known Puycbometrist and Business Medium 
lieadlugo personally, by
Three reasonable question , jjre#a y n. Wild ave.,
SS conn, sliver or sUmpm ” 377tt
Chicago. __________________

Tire college of Psychical Sciences
The ouly one in the world for the unfoldment of all 
Spiritual powers, payebometry. clairvoyance. Insplra* 
tlon. healing, llluiuliiRtluu. Fur terms, circulars, 
percentage of psychical power, send a slumped ad- 
droned envelope to J. C. F. Guumbisk (nmhur uud 
lecturer), KlBla W.Geueeee et„8yr»cuae. N.I . luSU

Geo. F. Perkins, Emaline Perkins, 
torturers aud Te.t Medium,: residence S829 VJueeo- 
nee »ve„ near drill SI. All .treat ear, lr»'»fer tux m 
,1. car,. Circles Friday evenings.
Beacon Light Spiritual Church eviry . ., ..c
m„al Handel Hull, 4^

Mus. n. l. i'iekce, claihvoyant. business 
and Te,t Medium. I’ublle elrcl<» e'ery fuesday 

aud Friday evening. Private reading, dally 11# B.
Paulina .t. ______________

81.00 and two stamps.
For complete and absolutely correct diagnosis of di> 

ease send five two-ccnt stamps, age, name, sex and 
own handwriting.
pri have never known a more competent, rcllabl* 

and truthful medium for the Bpirlt-world than Chai. 
Walter Lynn. Job. Bona# Buchanan.

Address Box 117, Oakland, Cal.

COLLEGE OF FINE FORCES 
S^??S'^^£n8 Cwpr,nclVle? d®';®loped with their marveibU* *p> 
plications. Students lu four continents have taken tilt 
S?e"of D nVdocLV confers the de-
printed auctions •tu<?enuBoantt»k B>y ® *y*lem °? 
receive the diplomas at <-cul \ k® th® course aud 
removed to 253 South Brert^1'0^^ 
Diploma, granted under either the New Janey di 
Callforma charter. Bend stamp for catalogue to
W E. D. BABBITT, M. D. LL D.. Dean.

DR. J. S, LOUCKS
I* the oldest, most successful Clairvoyant Physician 
in practice. Hit cures are marvelous, Successful in 
all kinds Of Chronic and scute diseases. When othei* 
fall be cure,. Send rim .go, sex. n»n.e. lock or hair 
.nd 6 CU. lu M.»PJ»;; “ .wn‘l' ‘St ^X'® W 
»“ »& W^ "“i*™1' A^’«

DR. J. 8. LOUCKS, M. D„
85 Warren st., Stoneham. Mass.

BETTER THAN GOLD.
Elixir of Life Nos. Ono and Two
Curesall forms of stomach, liver aud kidney dtseaaet 
tlenroriBtt Patton. A sure cure for that tired, worn -out ? > coj^Tfuaranteed to ae»l»t your system to Health
^itn^ure rich blood. Buflloient Quantity for one 
^ont^aent f°r*V??ir »lBJrn^tJz‘,.dii^»^,poii,ld for •ora
*°One Package of Has been used and praised 
-ves or poor eyesl^' of the won®. Sent for co ceuta feiSBEe aSMs '-s 

photo....

Melted Pebble Spectacles;
Restorelost vision. Write for Illustrated Circular! 

showing styles and prices aud photo of Spirit Varma, 
who developed this clairvoyant power in me. I can 
adjust my Melted Pebble Spectacles m perfectly w 
your eyes in your own home as if you were In my 
office, ua thousands can testify. Send stamp for 
photo. B- F. Pools Clinton. Iowa.

PSYCHE
1, the invention ot gnrictlc*! medium, under spirit 
NrtTbylu ^  ̂ u,,dl'''«k'P modluiinhllk

tlon, from spirit tri?"," r^ccl',d lo“» commuulc*- 
tlon Price bi and cxPreM Kre»l Mlitfao 

20 cenu extra for express ago.
Fur aale at the a nice of Tub Phoukkabi ve Thinkur,

MRS. MflGGI&NfllTL
Bertins by mell, *1.06. BllllUeM Olll'lCO 1 IptCllllty.

A PERSONAL HOROSCOPE, 
And Astral Guido

For 1900 will reveal die future evenliof life and point 
tho way to avoid the evil Influences of destiny. Price, 
11. Booklet aud further Information free for Biamp.

URIEL BUCHANAN,
Lock Box 210, Chicago, Ill,

NOTICE TO THE SICK
the Philadelphia Spiritualist Society 
commenced its meetings on the first 
Sunday In September, with a very good 
audience which has been steadily In­
creasing since that time. We have had 
for our speaker, Prof. Victor Wyldes, 
who is a line lecturer and psyehome- 
trlst He will remain with us during 
the present month. We take great 
pleasure In recommending him to any 
society in need of a speaker. At an 
eleclion of the society held on Septem­
ber 29, Mrs. Locke and myself were 
elected to serve as delegates at the com­
ing National Convention to be held lu 
the city of Chicago, on the 17tli of this 
month, where we hope to meet many of 
tbe co-workers In the cause.”
ly a week and I am glad to report his 
time all taken up by the friends who be- 
ennte so deeply interested for the first 
time iu spirit messages. All his Individ­
ual messages have been most satisfac­
tory to the sitters, sweetening the sor­
row of many a sad heart"

William E. Bonney and Mrs. Mary J. 
Bonney will commence a series of meet­
ings of a spiritual, progressive and hu­
manitarian character, on Sunday, Oc­
tober 15, at 8 p. m.. In Room 200, Athe­
naeum Building, 20 Van Buren street. 
Psychometric readings and messages 
by Mrs. Bonney. The first meeting will 
be free admission, but collection at 
close. All are welcome.

S. E. Inman, Grinnell, Iowa, writes 
that the eamp at Marshalltown was a 
grand success, the last Saturday and 
Sunday being specially interesting. 
Great Interest has also been excited In 
Grinnell through two public meetings 
held by Max Hoffman and Mr. Elchner. 
Mr. Hoffman’s lectures and tests gave 
great satisfaction and when he returns, 
which he expects to do shortly, there 
will not be standing room In the hall."

Humanitarian Spiritualist Society will 
meet In Room 200 Athenaeum Building, 
20 Van Buren street, every Sunday 
evening at 8 o’clock. Lectures by Wm. 
E. Bonney and Mrs. Mary J. Bonney. 
Psychometric readings and messages by 
Mrs. Bonney.

Vlrgine Barrett writes: "I serve the 
Spiritual Church of Louisville, Ky., for 
November. I would like to engage for 
December anil-January. For the pres­
ent address mefat 819IE. 16th street, In- 
dlapapolls, Indi- I received in donations 
for Brother Eee, whose clothes were 
burned, from myself,^!; Mrs. -Martin­
son, 60 cents;. Mr. H Smld, 50 cents; 
a friend, 50 cents. I^t some one send 
him an overcoat” f s?

We call attention to the fact that Dr. 
C. E. Watkins has opened his Boston 
office for the winter. Hereafter address 
all letters to Dr. C. IS. Watkins, 40U
Mass. Ave., Boston, Mass. Ayer Is only 
the Doctor’s country home.

TESTIMONIAL.

278 Merrick avenue. Detroit. Mich.

517

Myself cured, I will gladly inform any one addicted to 

Morphine, Opium, Laudanum, 
or Cocaine, of a never-failing harmless Home Cure. 
Mrs. M. E. Baldwin. P. O. Box 1212, Chicago, I1L

B. F. Poole, Clinton, Iowa:
.Dear Friend:—Your Melted Pebble 

Spectacles received, and are perfectly 
adapted to Mrs. Hayden’s eyes.

We are fraternally.
MR. and MRS. B. F. HAYDEN.

Indianapolis, Ind.

For ten cents I will send by mall, a 
4-oz. package of my Magnetized Com­
pound, for .sore or weak eyes. Once 
used you will not be without It. Ad-
dress B. F. POOLE, 

Clinton, Iowa.

PASSED TO SPIRIT-Lir’k.

Longley's Beautiful Songs
For Public Meetings and 

the Home.
Contains tbe following songs with music:
I'm thinking, dear mother, of you. Wc inti's our 

boys at home. The land of the bye and bye. The 
good limes yet to be. The land beyond the stars.

gather «^,nJ;yIaOtb<“* tendere>M^
grind M'^ Cowe In some beautiful d'“"'o„r owu 
rniue IWWd. jirede. 1„ heaven we 11 kuuw u

FAT FOLKS ’X^^S S 

S^ToiSi^^ 'nelo.e stamp for pM- 
fleulars, “rB- p- T- Moleiworth, 116 Clymer St., 
Brooklyn, N. Y.

DR. J. SWANSON,
PSYCHOPATHIST,

And hie Spirit Band treat all kinds of dlmem, physi­
cal and mental, at any distance, without med11;1”®’ 
and cure many cases where medhlnc ba* faOed. » ^ 
tlmonlals from all parts of tho U»Bcd St*“‘^ a Rvo- 
atanip for circular# and terms, etc. 1<^ ^llu 523 
nue, Minneapolis, Mlou.

YOUR FUTURE^£^:^

-7—.............................,-------- ---  V —•■.,■1,1 W lUMrUCniOUH,delineate your phase of mediumship. and a spiritual 
song-book. All for 25 cents. Address MBS J A- 
BLISS. Sau Diogo, Cal.

CEO. B. HOLMES,
Inspirational Speaker, test medium, and teacher of 
oratory, 319 Crescent ave., Grand Rapids, Mich. 517

HAIR SWITCHES.
Roe Quality of Humin Hili’ at One-third 

ordinary prices,
Sot. HJIn.W.W | 3 us. 94 In,. .12.25 
2ot.22in. 1^5 3Kot.2Cin. 3.25 
Sot. 22in. 1.M | 4 ot.23 in... ft.00 

Remit five cents for postage. 
All switches aro short stem.

Send aamplo lock of hair cut 
near tho roots. We can match 
perfectly any hair. All orders 

___ .filled promptly. Money refund­
ed If unsatisfactory. Illustrated catalogue of hair goods 
free We send switches by mall on approval to those 

mention this paper, to be paid for when received if 
uftrisfactory. Otherwise to bo returned, in ordering, 

ut to «•’• *ff*L Yon run no rltk. we lake all the ehaneei.
ROBERTS SPECIALTY CO., 114 Dearborn 81 m>L CHICAGO.

Twelve New Lessons
IN MEDIUMSHIP.

[Obituaries to tbe extent of ten lines 
only will be Inserted tree.]appearance, an earnest worker and 

who does honor to the cause she 
vocates."

Thursday evening, October 5, 
Band of Harmony, auxiliary to

one 
ad-

Jason J. Morrill passed to the higher 
life, July 19, 1899, aged 67 years. He 
had been firm in the belief of Spiritual­
ism more than forty years. Burial ser­
vices were held at Dorr, Mich., under 
tbe auspices of the Masonic fraternity. 
A kind and loving neighbor has gone

Send 25c to J. M. & M. T. Alien. Springfield, Mo., 
secure a set of these valuable lebsonn. 520the 

tbeleads to trulli. Ideas, as soon as pro­
claimed, become the property of man­
kind subject to free discussion. Every 
Liberal Is eligible to membership in 
this society—liberal Christian, liberal 
Spiritualist, liberal Agnostic. All are 
welcome to unite their efforts In this 
organized humanitarian society, tbe 
simplest and most liberal In the world. 
A Liberal Investigator society organized 
In eyeyy, neighborhood and every town, 
will lielp'its members not only to search 
for truth, but to apply It for tbe uplift­
ing of humanity, A Liberal Investigator 
society should be organized wherever 
there are two or three liberal persons. 
Do not wait for large numbers, but be­
gin at once where you are, and let the 
secretaries hold frequent correspond­
ence with all Liberal Investigator so­
cieties throughout the world as fast as 
formed. Let us organize Liberalism on 
a basis as broad as the expanded heav­
ens. Enlist the young and enthusiastic 
to co-operate, and encourage them to 
take a leading and active part in form-
lug debating societies, holding sociables, 
fairs dancing parties, regularly, for the mils, Udut . Investigator so-
benefit of tbe l , jor tlie free cjr. 
ciety. to be r ^hfrnl llterature• for ttc 

am not raising nearly as much mucus. | culation of L»ioera Libera! lectures, 
l am glad to be able to go up stairs ■ support of courses o summer meet- 
Wifhoilt feelinc that ! shall never and for the holding . j j ofwituout reeling ( couI(1 so , Bvery ubeml-mlnded reader ot
breathe again. I only a tort-i thls lg cor<jlaiiy invited to correspond
to your Health Home and b y0nr6 ^ । with W. F. Jamieson, Correctionville, 
night and have i’c,rTt‘cl_r£,8l' caRT.L- Iowa. Send for him to give a course of 
spectfuiiy, MBS. g . lectures and to organize a 'Liberal In-

E. Somerville. Mass.. April 21,1899.
Dr. Watkins-Dear Sir-My breath­

ing has improved very much within a 
week, so I can sleep very much better;

Goffstown, N. H„ April 15. 1899.
Dear Doctor:-My Wife’s health is the 

V has had Since I have known best she nas un ber (18 years). Ton know tne 0

lectures and to organize a ‘Liberal In-
vestigator Society’ In your neighbor­
hood."

M. R. Crilly writes from Allegheny, 
veu.o,.__  Pa.: “At the Progressive Spiritual So-

adhge. “No news is good news,” and ciety, South and East Diamond streets, 
so long ns there is nothing but improve- pr Samuel T. Meyers addressed a 
“^i11!’ '‘’’J ket I will write, ]arge an(j appreciative audience Sunday
riirM nfr thlnn-c don’t nn Her nt ° . ~ . . ... . . - . . ^rlght off, If things don’t go right

Respectfully,
0. B. BIDWELL.

evening, October 1, the subject of the

•Somerville. Muss., April 15, 1899.
. Dear Sir:—Enclosed find remittance. 
Alice seems to be well now. If Lois’ 
eyes should get worse so that she need­
ed'medicine, could you treat her, with­
out seeing her! I Would not risk hav­
ing anyone else (rent her. Respectfully, 

MRS. D. J. HATCH.
Churchville, N. Y„ April 11, 1899.

Dear. Doctor:-! am thankful that I 

can say that I never felt better than I 
do now. Yours tr,1Iy'FBBD spross.

discourse being ‘What Is Spiritualism?’ 
The question was bandied Ip a manner 
that left no <I0Ubt Of the speaker’s 
zoning and showed long and careful 
S of the subject The Doctor main­
tained that Spiritualism and Spiritism 
are two things and should not be con- 
fu'sei 'Spiritualism 18 a llfe-a con­

tinual development of the spiritual pa- 
ture, a question of morals, while Spirit­
ism Is simply, a knowledge of the fact 
of spirit return and has nothing what­
ever to do with morals’ Af fhe con" 
elusion of the lecture Mr8. m j.CriHj 
gave a number of-tests, whereupon or. 
Meyers arose and paid a glowing trib­
ute to the medium. He said that ne

Church of tbe Soul, gave a reception to 
the new school of psychosopby (soul 
teachings). Mrs. S. J. Ashton, chair­
man, made,a few remarks regarding 
tbe work. Mr. Ervin A. Rice, chairman 
of tbe new school of psychology (mind, 
spirit and matter), gave a short descrip­
tive outline of tbe school In question. 
Mrs. Dr. Charles Bushnell, chairman of 
the school of psychomaucy (spiritual 
gjfts and mediumship), rend a paper 
giving an Idea of tbe work. Mrs. Dr. 
Ellen Sawyer, chairman of the school of 
psychopathy (healing and spiritual 
gifts), read a paper outlining the work 
of the school. Mrs. Richmond is both 
principal and instructor of the above 
mentioned schools. Tbe schools open 
Tuesday evening October 10, at Dr. 
Dutton's rooms, No. 54 Dearborn street.

Hazel Biddee, of Indianapolis, Ind., 
secretary ot the Mediums’ Protective 
Association, is In the city, stopping at 
the residence of the late Dr. E. H. Gam­
mon, 9 North Carpenter street. She 
will be In the city until November 1, 
and will be pleased to have all physical 
mediums Interested in the association 
call upon her for Information regarding 
the Intents and purposes of said associ­
ation.

Anna L. Gillespie writes: “I have just 
returned from a most pleasant and prof­
itable trip. I lectured In Port Huron, 
Fenton and Battle Creek, Mich., last 
week; had large and appreciative audi­
ences. I have arranged to visit the 
places again in the winter. The sight 
of the old friends was a most pleasant 
Inspiration, and the cordial greeting 
■reatiy appreciated. I was called home 
jy illness Of my son Fred, who has been 

h“pe to attend the Chicago convention, 
after which I will be home until No­
vember when I go to Indianapolis for 
two months if all Is well”

D. W. B. writes from Grinnell, Iowa: 
“Max Hoffman has come and gone from 
Grinnell, Iowa, and this little city, the 
seat of Iowa.College and the home of 
one of the largest church societies west 
of. the, Mississippi, has been discussing 
Spiritualism as never before for a week. 
Brother Hoffman stopped with us near­

Thomas M. Locke, president of the 
Philadelphia Spiritualist Society, writes, 
“Thinking that a word In your .very val­
uable paper might be Interesting to 
sonic of your renders, I would state that

T. H. Hartley writes from 501 State 
street, Chicago.-, “Mrs Georgia Gladys 
Cooley commenced her third year as 
pastor of the First Church,‘Sunday, Oc­
tober 1. She Was enthusiastically wel­
comed home by: the members of her 
church. The , rostrum was tastefully 
decorated without'flowers, and palms, 
which went to prove the appreciation 
of her services.. Mrs..; Cooley was evi­
dently deeply moveduby the' good will 
and love expressed for her on all sides, 
and spoke most feelingly in response. 
Little Mayflower was joyfully wel­
comed, and as usual gave a number of 
messages, which must have convinced 
the most skeptical mind' In the'audi­
ence. During the afternoon the board 
held a meeting, and decided ' to open' 
tlieli'-.doors to; the public on and after 
Sunday, November 5. This movement 
has been agitated by the members for 
some, time past. Contributions weekly 
or .monthly have been solicited from 
members aud friends in order to meet 
the actual expenses Wc will be very' 
pleased to hear from friends,who arc1 
willing to help us In this good cause. 
Kindly, address the financial secretary, 
Mr. Jaycox, 77 Thirty-first street."

home. COR.

PAINE’S POLITICAL WORKS.
Common Sense, The Crisis, Rights of Man, eto 

Illustrated edition. Post 8vo„ 650 pages. Cloth, 11.00; 
postage, 20 cents.

Harrison H. Smith passed to spirit 
life, at Newville, Ind., September 19, 
1899, at the age of 67 years, 6 months 
and 23 days.- He leaves a wife, three 

.sons ,two daughters, two brothers and 
one sister to mourn their loss. He was 
a kind husband and father, and a firm 
believer In Spiritualism. Tbe funeral 
was conducted at Newville, Ina., ny 
Rev. Dunlcan. *”

Mrs. Geo. Montague, of 24 Cottage 
street, Buffalo, N. Y., left her mortal 
form, September £9, tor the higher life. 
Funeral was held at her residence on 
October 1, Moses Hull officiating. Mrs. 
Montague left a large number of* 
friends to mourn her departure, 'for she 
was beloved by all who knew her. She 
was a life-long Spiritualist, and an ar-
dent one. J. W. DENNIS.

Passed to spirit life, September 15, 
Mrs. Amanda J. Finley, at Albion, 
Mich. After being sick only one week, 
she was stricken with paralysis, Sep­
tember 7. Hers was a beautiful belief, 
and the long, weary years have been 
made bright and hopeful with the 
sweet thought and knowledge of a re­
union with loved ones on the other side. 
She was 73 years of age, a faithful be­
lieve^ In the teachings of Spiritualism, 
and was ever anxious to share the 
blessed knowledge with those who 
would listen. •

MRS E. E. ALDRICH,

Passed to spirit life,' at her home In 
Columbia City, Ind., September 23, 
1899, of typhoid fever, Sarah E„ wife 
of D. D. Glass, aged 62 years, 11 
months and 22 days. She leaves, to 
mourn her visible presence only, a hus­
band and three grown children—two 

■sons and a daughter. She Is not dead! 
She sleeps not, but Is awake to a sub­
lime realization of the glories of thc 
higher life. ■ Sho was true to her con­
victions of tbe philosophy of Spiritual­
ism, and passed ou without a regret on 
her part. A beautiful selection .from 
Dr. Dean Clark was read at the funeral, 
the W. R. O. officiating afterwards, she
being a member. D. D. G.

2c FOR THIS SUGAR SNELL

five year®. Butone to each family. Flense write to-day. qUUM Uuet MFO CO., Him Herring St., ClllCAlA
N, B -While wo want, event family to hare one ot 

these ri fie any o"° '“P011"’ °n our liberality and re- 
eori^S more than one by .Innins another’! name, or 
by doeoptJon of on> sort, will be promptly prosecuted.

Researches in Oriental History,
A VALUABLE WORK,

Embracing the Origin Of the Jews, the Rise and De- 
*i«nment of Zoroastrianism and the Derivation of ( 
▼c*2Etianity. To which is added: Whence Our Aryan 

°- W- Brown. M. D. One of the 
A®f? vala#bl® works ever published. Price #1.50.

8816 BllW! Office.For - -

POEMS OF THE LIFE BEYOND 
AND WITHIN.

Volcei from iiWIttb and centuric» w^ 
thou ihait never die. An excellent « 1 „ 
lied and compiled by Giles B. Stebblol. C10tM^_

DEATH AND THE AFTER MEE.
By Andrew Jukrax PavU- 8ometl>laf you abould 

Ww. PttoeTJceatk’

♦ ❖❖THE.***

World’s Sixteen Saviors,
-OR-

OHRISTIAN1TY BEFORE CHRIST.

BY KERSEY CRAVES.

New and startling revelation! In religion* history 
which disclose the Oriental origin of all tne doctrines, 
principles precepts and miracles of tho Christian New 
Testament, and furnishing a tty fof unlocking many 
of Its sacred mysteries, besides comprisingthe His­
tory of Sixteen Oriental Crucified God*. This won* 
derfnland exhaustive volume will, we are certain, 
take high rank as a book of reference In the field 
Which ths author has chosen for IL The amount of mental labor necessary to collate and compile tne 
varied Information contained in it must have been ^ 
vere and arduous indeed, and °°X£n thoucht win not 
convenient •»*?'•‘h’,™fS nrtn^ But tho book M willing^ *»°J't * 5,StlmPe?5ii« « •“SSffi 
by nomeans a mere couau author—as will I* 
throughout IU fifitire c rhaDtcr'bc8^”^0^0Li^' ,MDiy Ml fftle-jap) «Bi .c“!Sit to the CMS, 
definite Hot, of research IDG MgWD«“ |M mitt 
and hi* conclusions go, like SOW WTOw> *£—- edition. 
Printed on fine white paper, 880 pagei. ^S- 
re vised end corrected, with portrait Of
**v~ 711.50. Povtaoe 10 mmM "

ejlce.

.1.

THE religion of science. 
5yn^’^»ul Carus. Very thoughtful and interesting, 
x nper, Zjc,

Origin, Development and Destiny 
of Man.

A Scientific and' Philosophical 
Treatise, by Thos. P. Fletcher.

Aontintb: Tho Beginnings; Fundamental Princt* 
pies; Formation of Constellations, Systems, Suns 
Planets and Satellite. The Origin of Metuo”* end 
Comets;ThO Organic Kingdom; Tho Origin of Man; 
N»u-H1s Attributes and Powers; The Soul-How ft 
Receives and Imparls Knowledge; Ho’ “““I Re­
ceives I a Highest Impressions; Tbe 5c“rd,,1)‘™J w 
The Htarenlv Ether; How to Culti'slc tbe Sixth 
sense; Ihe Finer or Spiritual Body; Growth ano ue- 
Sbie^Bn  ̂ Proved bJ'

Price, cloth, 81.00. Paper 50a

THE COMING

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.
BY BURTON AMES HUNTINGTON.

Thli MBlllent book II written In tbe Interwt of ho 
manltr of liberty, and of patrtotlnn-a book “r too purpore »f “>W «» “d Sore o*^ 
danger, tbatboset ua1,?^.®T5H the insidious wile, ot deify to the hostile attitude and »«i^“l;ion, fOe- 
an ever-present, tbongh secret, “^J, wornlng. 
the Catholics, ^“blngton a ore #( Qcncraj 
»ffi* ^ ^" £5?bTh$ 
&««^
so but she hates them with a deadly hatred, and 
hhpbaU ber power to annihilate them. Our enemies 
vnowbo”’8he treated heretics in the Middle Ages, nnd 

»b° treats them today where she bas thc power.
no Dlore th,Dk °f denying these historic facts than 

burning the Holy Ghost and thc princes of 
cnorch for That they have thought fit to do," 

----------- ahonld read thia work. Paper, 800 pngea.
lent, poatpald, for fifty cenia, For talo at

Every one should resdthli work, 
it will be sent, poitpsld, for fifty 
this office,

THE MISSING LINK
IN MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

By A. Leah Underhill, of tbe Fox Family..
interesting and valuable as a history of tho bepln- 

Ding of Modern Spiritualism, by one of the Fox Sla­
ters. 478 Pago*. 16 illustration*.-Including portraits of the Fox Family. History of the Hydesville rapping#, ns related by eye-witnesses; remarkable and well-at­
tested manifestations: the •■exposures." etc. Hand- 
lamely bound in cloth. But fow copies Tomnlning. 

.publishers’ price, 11 jo Wc will *ond the book post- 
paid for I1.4IL . . - ■ • -

Otren Ineplretloniliy by Mrs. Uui.M, King- Tos 
Will not become weary while reading Uia ucelleu 
Root Price7ICC3. .


