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Nature and Art.

Musie is a valuable accessory to the

© soul, It DLrings that interior harmony
or a state of blessedness creating that
pProfound- sensation of love and peace,
and infuses the soul with a light
sublime. "I'is the potent good of the
‘universe. It speaks to us like some
great celestial Dbeing imploring us to
follow her. Onward! first she cries in

" loud- strains. Next she beckons you to

- follow, Lastly she implores you in
*.. sobbing notes to love.the beautiful and

< »mingl&with it. Often she heals a heart
-that’s breaking—byeaking Dbecause it
cean’t shed a tem—blluglng solace to
_the weary sonl,

“But: first, 1 wlll speak of the musijc
mouhd us, 00t made by the hand of.
apan: the gentle breezes, sighing thro™
-1l trees, the rippling waters, the flerce
.thunder, Those are the voices of Na-
ture, . The " feathered songster that
raises his bead to sing his prajses to
".ilie” heavens,
gmsses and- insects’ hum, the tiny buds
of “springtime. that come in.whispers
© law, “The human volice, Thls 18 nll of

»Nature’s musie, -

. Next comes the. musle the com-
“upasition of man, the ‘grand .old. masters’
~work: that Hves throughout the ages. .

Trirst the soul must hear the delicious

beautiful or lowly environments must
be impressed npon his mind, The artist
. “draws Dbig pictnre upon some rough md-
" terial; painting the sublime beauty in
bll;,hc array, Or if the picture deals
wlth, the. lawer states, . it must be of
* darker shades.
- presses his thoughts sets them fo some
~beautiful. or pathetic melody. Each

“ chords in our natures, Bach is acted
upon- differently, and ag the senses are
affected by different strains, it leaves
--1ts impression,  The ‘composition of the
1ellgi0us strain ~with uplifting tho'ts
leaves it light within our hearts, Thus
we sit in raptures:listening to.its sub-
lime melodious tones, and we feel as
though something within us that flut-
" tered like a. bird rose and wanted to

. sonr away, This is the grandest of all

‘sensations, The sad kind touches the

- “tender chord In our natures and makes

" zwuseosigh Jfor happler days, casting a
~“glooniy. sensation over ‘us.
“The mazy -waltz only speahs of ad-
mhatlon and glory, p waving sensation
" that soon wears away, Thus the llghtel'
ditties only DLelong to earth.

.#The dirge, the dreariest of all, oply
- gpeaks of death,while the loftier straibs
seem to carry us with them to higher
spheres. Thus we catech a glimpse of
the beautiful beyond.

‘Music is Inspiration. It inspires us

with good or saddened thoughts. It
can inspire us to live a noble life, or to
dwell in idle melancholy, or to live only
for this life. ISach strain has its music.
Each tells of the condition the com-
poser’'s mind was In at the time it was
written, for the master will always
paint the picture 1o correspond to his
nature. 1 consider everything that is
DLeautiful is musie. If it does not pro-
duce a sound, it produces a profound
earnestness on the soul. Nature is mu-
sic. Heaven is musfe. Music leads us
on to victory. A good soul is the sweet-
est mysic; a dark soul is a funeral divge,
BLANCHE MARGUERITE GROELL.

PRAYER OR WORK.

[Inspired by the poem in The Pro-
gressive Thinker, August 20, entitled
“Pray Mucl,” by Ella Wheeler Wilcox.]

"Tis not the wealk, dependent man
That leads the useful life,

Nor woman built upon that plan
That makes the model wife.

These humble prayers, if God there be
Above Dame Nature's head,

Are begging words for things that IHe
Has made— “Our daily bread.”

If we have wronged our fellow-man
We know it very well;

If God can pardon. so lie can,
And lhelp those wrongs dispel.

If we have slandered or maligned
A neighbor, we must know
~ That neighbor feels somewhat inclined
To come and tell us so.

Let's go to her or him and pray
For pardon for the sin,

And let the Father rest one day
From our continued din.

Let's look within for fault to find
Before we look without

And clear the archives of our mind
Of every hoarded doubt.

If God there be, He must be grand
And great, and good and kind;

He must quile independent stand
Above this finite mind.

He must know all there is to know,
And order things to be

As he would have them thus and so—
Throughout eternity.

I feel to say no God will curse

The man who stands erect,
A part of this great universe,
- And strives to be correct.

I love the mah who tries to do
For others all he can,

And my God loves the man that's true .

-~ Unto his fellow man.

B

. To feel improved at heart
It is no more thao right and fair
That they should play that part,

No fanit to find should others have
.. Who think it wasting tise;

.iLet each one furnish he'llmg salve
- To suit himself and crime.

Though 1 would work while you would
ot pray,
Dach one must do his best
: For humankind each passing day,
-~ 'If 'he would be progressed.

Pray én! Pray on! Sweet spirit, pmy’
To whom? ’Tis left to you, . B

g

-~

When duty bids us do. .
: DR T. WILI‘I\S

- The Rhythmlcal Melodles of |

Next - the - whispering:

notes of the volces of Nature, -and the |

But the arilst that ex-.

“gtrainsof - ‘misie. vibrates -with certain.

If those who pray are made by prayer,

.onr work—my wmk—no.God mll stay

AN INCENTIVE TO HONESTY POR-
TRAYED IN VIVID COLORS-ITS
GRANDEUR POINTED OUT—
EVERY ONE SHOULD BE STRICT-
LY HONEST IN ALL THINGS, AND
THEREBY CONTINUALLY RISE
TO A HIGHER SPIRITUAL PLANE

That “honesty is the best policy” we
have long been told, says the Chicago
Times-Herald, With the idea of lon-
esty as a speclalist in character-build-
ing we have all béen acquainted ever
since Adam and Eve were children.
That the ultra-honest man oy woman i§
said to' be exceediugly lonesome upon
occaslons we lave most of s, heard,
But the idéa of honesty as a complemon
‘Leautifier will probably be ne\v to a
great number of people, =
*.This 1s the idea,” however, whlch n
celtulu so-called oceult. society. of Chl-
‘eago 1§ gravely advineing,

“Be - honest enzugh apd for long
enougl, and your ¢complexion will grad-
Jyally, assume the delicate, . flawless
whiteness.of finest m!nble, the puiity
iind trankparente of & perfect pexul.an(l

| the' lasting - qualities of a plece of

ahcient parchment,”

now inducing large nunbers of Chicago
eitizens” to forego even .the- disputed
“white lies” so long considered by
many. peaple a8 absolutely neéessary
for the proper greasing of soclety:and
busitess.wheels, . To:fib at all, even in
a good cause, Is just as lnlmlcql to the
longed for purity and whiteness of -the

The man who insigts that he doesn’t
belong to the N, 1%, C. Club, merely he-
cause ha desires to be civil to an old
friend, while all the while he 8 burn-
ingly conscious “of: -the - ¢lub- hutton
which he has hustily. concealed in an
inner pocket, will never be noted for
his- . perfect . complexion. 'The. woman
wlio 1)1evallentes politely-about not ‘be-
ing at allspusy ‘when'‘the caller, who-is
hindering; tlie work’ which-is fnlrly ery-
ing . 1o, be' done, asks the maomentous |
question; wight just as well fabricate
an, entire romance, so far as her com-
plexion i concerned.,™Iiven- the time-
honored fibs concerning the size ‘of the
fish caught durlng the summer vacation
or the powder which 10 woman: on
earth “ever really uses”—although she
does “just dab a little on her nose now
and then"—must go. You mnst be
“honest enough” and *long enough,”

too, it Fqu. wisl ‘for he'ultlfylug results,
<In these’ qU%p!;c.mous lies at once the
safeguard-glr the people, who ale DOW
presceri a coutse of strict honesty
for dernmt'o_ rical reasons, and the des-
pair of the people who are taking the
course,

SWELT

SCENTED TRUTI

ERS. ]

When the famous sister of an equally
famous beauty speciali§t and woman-
improver in gencral solemnly assured
her readers, some three years ago, that
“the really and perféctly truthful par-
gon exhaled a delicate perfume, as
beautiful and evanescent as the odor of
a blossoming violet,” and also promised
the truth keepers of the carth that they
would specdily attain to great physical
and facial beauty, only the very de-
voted among lher own personal follow-
ing believed that she knew whercof she
spoke. That the world, and the world
of thinking and beauty culturing men
and women in particular, “do move” Is
conclusively proved by the fact that the
present truth worshipers are meeting
with far less incredulity than belief, If
present indications are anything like as
truthful as the condition which the
truth lovers are desirous of bringtng
about, Chicago will be in exceedingly
honest and veracious company this win-
ter. Even to allow a street car or rail-
way conductor to wiss the fare which
hie should rightfully collieet or to use
an unmarked postage stamp over again
will suttice to endanger the pleasurable
results of a long period of painful and
painstaking truthfulness and honesty.
On the widespread understanding and
belief of these facts the truth keepers
base their bopes for a large and per-
sistently honest following.

DOCTRINE OF TIE CULT.

The reasons given as those underlying
the truth-and-complexion-beauty idea
are as follows:

“Every fib a man ar woman tells,
every insincere thought or action even,
helps to rob him of the perfect purity
and whiteness of skin, the wide and
open glance of the eyes, noticeable in a
little child,” is the explanation one
Chicago truth teller, whe was made so
pecause of her idtense de}ll‘e for a spot-
less complexion. gives the maltter.
“I1 docs this because insineerity, wrong-
doing of any kind, poisons the secre-
tions of the system, spoils the work of
the stomgch and digestive organs, and
produces a tendeney toward biliousness,
which is, as we all know, disastrous in
its effects upon the skin. Persisted in,
Iying and falsifying will Dbring the
shifty glance, sallow or reddened skin
and loose mouth noticeable in the pro-
fessional thief or linr. For lying, even
the slightest prevarication, spoils every
part of the physical development alike.
No liar ever stands up as straight as the
truly honest man: no fibbing woman
ever has as'sweet and tender a mouth
48 her truthful sister. The complexion
merely fades first because it happens to
be cntirely dependent upon the interior
condition of the body. "With the .poor
digestion and "unpiéasant breath re-
sulting upon the constant telling of lies
or lmlul"mz tusinéerity of thought or
action: the wiretehed or darkened com-
plexion must necessarily and inevifably
result. Let the vietim of this'condition
“go 'back to the tritthfulness natural-to
an inpocent child and the complexion
"will, in-course of “time, renew ifs child:
like purity.. The really fruthful woman,
for instance, will possess a complemn
like a baby’s for softness of touch and
coloring, and her breath will be as pure

TELL-

“1and sweet as that of a little child."

fnelnl epidermis. as to tell'a”“whopper.,*’

HONESTY 13 THB BEST SFlKlTUﬂLlZEK

It Is also the Best Beaunfler, According to a Certaln
Occult Society, of Ohlcago.

IT’S SO HARD T0 BE TRUTHFUL.

Already, it is whispered, some serlous
complicatious have come about ag the
result of sudden and unexpected truth-
fulness upon the part of some one here-
tofore only as veracious as the rest of
mankind,

“I had an awful exPerlence the first
day I tried to be utterly and completely
truthful,” wailed a clever little Chicago
wowan not long ago, “You know the
woman who told me about telling the
truth for the sake of a good complexion
also told me that I must be absolutely

and perf_ectlyahonest if-I wanted to earn
res] success in busginess and in faclal

beauty; it was in trylng to obey hel'

directions thiat I came to’'grief.”
“‘Honesty attracts honesty,’ she in-

sisted. “If you keep on telling the truth,

although it.may be.hayd and your ex- |

‘perlences trying .at flrst, you'll grad-
ually get so truthful that you can’t hélp
being lronest. Then' you'll ‘be just as
‘successful as.you could -wish, ng.one
will cheat or try to cheat'you, not even
your dressmaker. or'the Jeeman, ‘and
your. ki Will be perfee albvely “But
you must tell the truth e whole truth,

. ‘Land nothing- ‘butthe truth fxom the out-
This is-the-statement whlch is just.

set If you want to attain these delight-
ful results, .

BUT DON'T TELL ALL THE TRUTH

“The remembrance of that day is a
perfeet nlghtmme to me,” the narrator
continyed, with tears in her-voice, if 1ot

in her eyes, “for 1-really told: people.

what I thought of them.for. opce,'and

sorie’ of. tliem ' haven't spoken to.me,

since.- Those who have are exeeedlngly
chilly to me these days, and the only
friend I have in tbe ‘world, to be sure
of, outside of my husbgnd and baby, is
a girl,to whom I told the slmple truth
when I said T thought she was both
clever and pretty. Dven then, 1 didn't
tell her the whole trutli, for I never.said
how much prettier I thought she'd be if
her nese wasn't §6 awfully shiny.
only comfort left'me in life is the fdet
that my complexlon 8- decidedly. im-
plovlng And since T began to tell‘the
truth always,” she finished joyously,
“I simply can't freckle or tan, no matter
low much I'm exposed to ‘the liot sun-
shine.”

In addition to the complexion-beau-
tifylng virtues of truth-telling its -de-
votees are promised that every friend
lost will be presently restored to them
with thousandfold interest, and thai so
perfect will be their physical and spir-
ftunl “atmosphere” that they will be
posltively irresistible both in business
and society,

“And,” adds the woman who has been
lnrgely instrumental in getting up the
truth fad in Chicago, “it’s really a good
work to Induce people to stop lying, no
matter how you do it. If the hope of
securing a perfect complexion—and it's
a hope founded on honest facts, too—
will persuade 'em to do it, all the better
both for thelr morals and facial beauty.
Stop telling untruths and thinking them
and your skin will be white and lovely
enough for anything!”

While all that is promised in the
above may not be obtained at once, yet
all must recognize the beauty and gran-
deur of honesty. Let every one care-
fully read and re-read the above. Then
lay it aside and ever afterwards read it
monthly during the whole of the nat-
ural life. T shall do so.

Chicago, Il .TRUTH TELLER.

Two Workers United.

On Saturday. September 17, two good
honest workers for the Spiritualistic
cause, Mrs. Annie Wagner and Mr. Paul
Gillette, of Omaha, Neb., were united in
marriage at the home of the under-
signed. Two kindred souls thus officially
made hushand and wife, have affinities
which indeed make the {wain become
one in spirit as well as in flesh. May
the spirit world, whose advocates and
very able instruments they are. guide
them safely through all the difliculties
of this earthly life, bless their work
and efforts, to Lring the true light to
humanity. Mrs. Annie Wagner |is
known to the undersigned as one of the
most honest, well developed clairvoyant
and test mediums and her public plat-
form work is of a very high order. Mr.
Gillette, the secretary of the Nebraska
State Spiritualists’ Association. has de-
veloped as an excellent and gifted in-
spirational speaker.
clear, to the point and very powerful,
and are a great help to the cause in-
deed. The work of these two together
cannot but be very effective and suc-
cessful. and knowing them Dboth for the
last four years, and having observed
their work very closely, I cannot but
do them justice by saying that Mr. and
Mrs. Gillette are very gifted and able
workers and mediums, and that 1
heartily recommend them to all the
Spiritual societies in this country. They
intend to talke up work in the Spiritual
field very soon and are open for engage-
ments. All correspondence please send
in care of the undersigned, to whom it
is an honor and pleasure to recommend
these worthy workers to the Splrltual-
‘{sts of America, MAX GENTZKE..

West Point, Neb. ‘ ool

" THE NEW DAY.

In the newly dawning day
Shams will all be swept away, |
Right, not might, supremely sway,.
And peace alone will reign. . . .
-Our God will be the Perfect Love,
Such as the angels kuow above,
And like a brooding mother dove
Q'erspread all earth the same. -

In the newly coming day R .
There’ll be no room f01 vain dlsplay,

. All falsities be blown away -

. By Justlee, Truth and Love— -
All'sorts of slavery sink from sight-
Beneath the blaze of Heaven's light,
And freedom in her happy flight

Soar on to heights above.
- .mLIA H JOHNQDN_

His lectures are ]

The |.

' He stood:a’

THE RUMAN GHURCH

Before the Phllosophy of
History.

[Translated by Emest 8. Green for
The = Progressive .- Thinker, from La
Union Espiritista, of Barcelona, Spﬂin]

The idea of the 'l‘rinlty, of the immor-
tality of the soul’ind of the metempsy-
chosis were known, in' anclent India,
Timothy of Lacres, 4 contemporary of
Socrates, four:
Christian Era, w
to speak of the Trinity.

Plato proclaimed. three hypostases or

modes of existence of the Deity: TFirst,.

a supreme God; second, the Logos or

word, and thhd, the sphlt or soul of the

w01ld :

GThe Tlu‘tars alsd recognized a triune
od.

Mr.. MoHere, ln hls “Metaphysics of

Alt " traced the egthetic and flne arts
to the idea of the ’§lnlty Tor instance,
geometry is based upon the triangle,
and the triangle upon the Trinity; thus
‘bringing the Trinity into the -category
“of selence—a semblanee like the monad
and triad-of Pythagoras, which repre-
sents the spirit and the material.,
- The confesslondal was known in the
‘mysterles of anclént Igypt, of Greece
and Somofracia,’ {Not knowing ‘what
countly 18" here meﬁmt, I am unable. to
give  the Engllsbl equlvalent of thls
word.—G.) i

I*he fall of the angels is found in‘the

Shastras, the sacred-laws of India,. - |

Because the Grebk Jews of Alexan-
dria translated thie Bible into Greel,
they receiyed the guathema of the Jews
at Jerusalem. Thjg tliey became con-
verted into seets, |

‘Christian ldea,
Roman Church.
The most ancient gospel was w1ltten
in. Syro- Chuldulc, and was. that -of
Matthew, which® was afterwards de-
stroyed. -The. desnuctlon 'of ‘this man-
useript and the b jirning of the Alex-
andrian Hbrary age: two circumstances
the ‘motives of Which are open, to. sus-

bus preparlng the

piclon, and the enaymity of the erlme is’
. |- withdrawing them according to results.
The anclent Gréek philosopher I‘edon,_‘
describing the kln{;dom of heaven, sald;’
mangions -of 'the;

blessed,- could W‘Eget a-Yittle further |

not given us to.conmréhend. -

“We might ¢

out of our grosg fAgmosplicre, much as
the fish might vi¢w our'earth by mount.
ing upon the witer lily.”

Plato desceribed purgatory, saying:
“Those who are not entirely criminals,
nor yet absolutely innocents, will go to
Aquerante (those familiar with DPlato's
writings will know what this word is
in English—I don’t.—G.), and there suf-
fer the penalties proportioned to their
crimes, until purged of thelr sins, when
they will be admitted among the
blessed, where they will receive the
recompense for their good deeds.”

In ancient India woman, before the
law, was the equal of man, The word
Dam (Madame) 18 more ancient than
the Sanskrit, and means “love of the
home.” The woman was the priestess
of the home and.prepared the sacred
Soma plant for the sacrifice, an inter-
esting account of which may be found
in Michelet’s “Bible of the People.”

The story of the resurrection has heen
comnmon to the gods and heroes of all
lands. Among those resurrected were
Adonis of the Phoeniclans, Osiris of the
Egyptians and Atls of Phrygia.

As to the iminaculate counception,
there are many such recorded in the
Sacred Books of :the East. As an ex-
ample, Fo, the mai God of the Chinese,
was said to have been born of a virgin
impregnated by o sunbeam.

VICTOR OZCARIZ.

Minnesota State Association.
The first annu?l convention of the

State Spiritualistg Association of Min-
nesota was held in this city September
6and 7. )

The attendance was large considering
the counter attractions of the State
Fair and Carnival of Fire,

The speakers from abroad were W, I.
Peck, of St. Louis; George P. Colby, of
Florida; Mrs. McFarland, of Winona,
Minn. Local mediums participating
were Mrs. C. D. Pruden, Mrs, Frank
Shaft, of Minneapolis; Mrs. E. L. Lep-
per and Mrs. A. Talcott, of St. Paul.

Charters were granted to the Wash-
ington Union Spiritualists’ Association
of Minneapolis, Lincoln Band, of North
Hamlin; Washington Union, of: Eagle
Bend, Minn.; Band of Peace, and to
the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the State Asso-
ciation, of Minneapolis.

The election of officers resulted in the
choice of the old board, with the excep-
tion of three trustees. The following
are the officers for the ensuing year:
President, J.§; Maxwell, §t. Paul; vice-
president, C: D. Pruden, Minneapolis;
secretary, N, C. Westerfleld, St. Paul;
treasurer, H. E. Lepper, North Hamlin;
trustees, hmnk Shaft, C. M. E. Ridge,
H. A. Maas, 0. J. Johnson J. 8. Fritzen,
all of Minneapolis.-

N. C. WESTERTFIELD, Sec'y.

A LITTLE LAD'S ANSWER.

Our little lad came in one day
With dusty shoes-and tired feet;

His playtime had been hard and long,
Out in the summer’s noontide heat.
“I'm glad I'm. home"’, he cried and

.hun
His torn strayw h'\l’ up in the hall,

‘¢

R Whlle i thereprner by the door

" He put away his bt and ball

«I wonder why,” his auntle sald
“This Httle lad- always comes here,
When’ there are ma?y other homes
As nice as ijs andiquite as near?"
Mhment. éeep in thought,
Then, withih love-light-in his eye,
‘He pointed ‘Where hig mother sat,
~And_ said: “‘She llﬁes " here; ,that is
fwhy wET

W:th beaming fece the mother he'u'd

‘Her mother heart. tvas very glad,

-+ I'A trug; sweet answer -he:had .given, .

., That thoug-lﬁfu] lovmg ,llttle lad.

* |'And well I'knew that liosts.of lads

-Arve just as loving, true, and dear;
That they would answer as be did;: - .
”Tis home, for.mother’s living here "

-Chti.stlan Advocate. g

centurles before _the |
the first in Greece |

lopting the doctrines.
-of . Plato, Whlch ‘accommodated - the

HYPNOTISM ELUGIDATED AS ﬂN RT.

Secrets of Induclng Hypnosis, as Explamed by Doctor

. _ ey Sidney Flower.

“hn—. -

MUCH DEPDNDS ON DI‘I‘I]CT—-OP-

ERATOR MUST UNDERSTAND
. HOW TO INSPIRE CONFIDENCE

"-—ALL HYPNOTISTS, HONEST OR’

"DISHONEST, MAY BE CLASSED
AS DGOTISTS HUMBUGS OR EN-
THUSIASTS

Tt I8 assumed that you who read these
lines intend. to put the instruction here
presented to a proper use, 1, e, to make
of hypnosis either an educatlonnl ‘agent,
4 curative agent or a means whereby
the supranormal powers of the human
mind,” as evidenced: in- clairvoyance,
may be'studled to.the best advantage,

It'is further assumed that you need
admonition and directions, more than
argument, and I therefore refrain from
cumbering these lessons with theories,
or a-discussion of theories, giving you
only such reasons for certglin directions
a8 ‘seem Dnecessary to support the rea-
sonableness of. those directions.

Hypnotism’s place is the sickroom or
the hospital. Take your first case, a
man” who complains that.lhe has -been
‘unable to sleep soundly for the past
three months. Put him into a comfort-
able ehair-facing the light, and make
gure that he is cdmfortable. Shift him
_about; until he js resting, and'gays he is
resting. You do this for-effect.. Tyery-
thing in this work depends upon the ef-
fect you produce upon the -patient’s
mind. Even the sleep you intend’ to
glve this patient on’ the ..coming ‘and

succeeding nighti:when ‘he-is far away’

“from you will depend:upon the effect
you produce upon his'mind by your pre-
liminary acting. "’

You are not, whiie engaged in this
work, a man of original thought; you
are shnply an getor, weighing tone and
'gesture, testing the effect of a glance, a
sentence, o frown, a compression of the
lips, a persuasive .unbending; testing
‘these-things, welghing them, trying and

‘even as the regular physielan tries and
withdraws his material remedies ac-
cording to results, !

You are working upon a system; you

are -endeavoring by all meagus in your.

power to o impress the mind of your
patient with a sense of the weight that
attaches to your words that he will ac-
cept without questioning. what you tell
him; will believe, and so will realize
what you tell him to realize. He will
feel drowsy when you say that he is
feeling drowsy he will sleep when you
say that he is sleeping.

Now you understand how important
it §s that you should weigh all prelimi-
naries, because this is your business,
and you must understand bhow most
quickly to succeed.

THREE TYPES OF HYPNOTISTS.

You fall into one of the three types of
hypnotists:

1. An egotist, ignorant and vain, \g

2. A self-confessed humbug. e

3. A single-hearted enthusiast.

This classification includes all oper-
ators, whether honest or dishonest.

If a hypnotist knows himself to be a
humbug, knows that the success of his
work is dependent upon his power to
worl upon the power of his patients to
believe, 1. e., upon their credulity, then
he is an aclor and It makes little differ-
ence whether he calls himself a hum-
bug a dozen times a day, provided that
he does not say it aloud, and guards his
patients from entertalnlng the same
opinion of him. He will make a good
hypnotist, because he will calculate
points and study effect.

The ignorant cgotist is also a good op-
erator, because hls egotism givesweight
to his words; he believes in himself,
and this belief is a power.

The enthusiast acquires all his force
in common with the egotist from this
belief, but how different the source of
the power. In one it is drawn from a
love of a seeming truth, from a love of
the work itself. Note that the self-con-
fessed humbug has not this belief in
himself at all, but rather a self con-
tempt. However, his dramatic ability
supplies him with the carnestness neced-
ful for success, and he can impress his
patient as successfully as either the ego-
tist or the enthusiast,

A very beautiful study this, since it
leads to an understanding of human na-
ture, its heights and depths.

METHOD OF SECURING SLEEP.

You have put your patient in the
chair, and turped him with his face to
the light in order that the glare may the
more speedily tire his eyes, and that he
may be induced to close them., Now
you take a position in front and to one
side of him and say with the decent sol-
emnity of a fashionable undertaker:

“Mr. Jones, you have come to me to
be cured of insomnia. You have done
well to come. You have come to the
right man, because this happens to be
the one disorder of which I have made
a specinl study” (say this quickly, as
though undesirous of claiming too much
credit, and your seeming honesty will
produce a good effect—look for effect al-
ways); “and you bhave come at a con-
venjent time, inasmuch as I have an
hour to devote to your case without
fear of interruption.”

Now pause and watch your man's ex-
pression. You can judge his caliber by
the effect of such a speech upon him.
If he is duly impressed he will be grate-
ful to think that you single him out

‘| specially for this lengthy. sitting, andi

he will esteem himself fortunate that
you are disengaged for an hour. Such
_a one is easily hypnotized. Where there
is content-there is an affable disposition
to. obey  suggestions; . waste. no- more
time in preparation-of the mind of such
a-one, bt proceed-to. put him to sleep,
according, to. the method to be detailed
hereln later. e

-If. your ‘patient should be one” of'
those well-bred persons who will seem--

ingly acquiesce in the suggestions of
the operator. from a sense of politeness,

rest you content, because this very po-'
nteness, this good breeding, wlll cause )
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hllm to fall asleep later at your sugges-
tion,

Suit your prellmhmry talk to the ap-
pearance of your patient, and do not,
above all things, talk boastfully to. well-
bred, quiet, self-possessed persons, A
talk ot some kind you must give them,
of course, remembering that as you im-
press them in the first place so they will
afterward react,

DDALING WITH REFRACTORY PA-
TIENTS.

But' suppose that your patient is of
harder metal; suppose he is ot partie-
ularly well-bled suppose ‘he grins
bxondly, winks, or looks sharply at you
48 you speak—are you thereby discon-
certed and rendered speechless? By no
means. In this work, please remember
that audacity, audacity, and more au-
dacity is always successful,

Tor such a one shift your course and
tack easily in another direction, as fol-

“ASHAMED OF JESUS.” .

Splrltuahsm Has No Afflmty
With Falsehood. =

—

There are two kinds of Spirituaiists:
those wlo fearlessly avow themselveg.
and those who would appropriste the - .-
Joys :germane to a newly found truth,
yet -shape all their action by ftear of '
God-Grundy. 'The religion of ithe cruder
Christian is almost entirely made up of |
testifying in public that ke is ‘“nof .
ashamed of Jesus.” We have a similm"
class, who, on the same basis, go quite .
beyond the Christian, and make thems !
selves very offensive by aumfronlalng
other religious beliefs with a ‘positive: l'
“I am wiser” (in place of holier) “ihan {
thou.” 'T'he work of the secularist is a
Godsend to these, who delude fhemr
selves in supposing this manifestation §
of the lower nature to be evidence that‘ :
they are Spiritualists. Now, while the¥
negation of religlous error is a mosty.
worthy work, more can certainly be 3.
effected by unllmg our effort with the
already organized forces of the - sec- 1
,blarists, than to thus divide our en-
ergles and lessen our power for spiritual
work; and this, too, holds good thh'
other reforms,

"~ CLUBS

ln clubs of Ten Subscribers, at One Dolla,r
Each, The Progressive Thinker will be sent one |
year, mcludmg that magnificent book, Art Magic
free; and the paper and same book free to the
one who gets up the club. The names must all
Now is the time to act;
Just think ofthis offer, to each subscriber--a val-
uable book which is of itself as prices go, worth
$1.50, saying nothing of ﬁfty two wee l visits :
inker. A club can be gof: -
ten up at every postoffice-in the United States -
with a little effort, as every Spiritualist, every_
Theosophist, and everyone searching into the
oceult or spiritual should have the hook and pa-
per. 10 yearly subscribers, 10 Art Magics, $10,

be sent at one time.

of The Progressive |

CLUBS!

“Insomnia is an effect, not a cause. It
is our business to remove the cause of
insomnia and so remove the Insomnia
itself. I shall teach you first how to re-
lax the muscles of the body, then how
to fix the volntary attention upon a
given point, and in this way we shall
produce in you a drowsiness due to a

fixation of the attention upon a simple.

process; we shall deepen that drowsi-
ness by suggoestion, and you will finally
sleep. Then by a repetition of our pro-
cess you will do for yourself to-night
what 1 shall do for you here, and you
will go to sleep to-night., Do you wnder-
stand 7’

Ohserve that you have %Yy your
frankness pleased him, disarmed all op-
position, Now follow up your advan-
tage thus:

“It Is easy to prevent yourself from
being put to sleep; it is not so easy to
carry out carefully the instructions
given you, and thus allow yourself to
be influenced. It may take a little time
for you to grasp the importance of be-
coming instantly passive, letting go all
tension, telling yourself that for once in
your life, at all events, you will be ab-
solutely obedient, and sink your own
individuality. You can readily under-
stand how necessary it is that I should
have your full co-operation in this
work; otherwise,’ if your will conflicts
with my suggestions, I might as well
accept defeat at once, because the oper-
ator has only such influence as his pa-
tient permits.”

ALL MEN ARE PLIABLE.

At the sentence, “You can readily un-
derstand,” accept the “you,” and thus
strengthen the compliment to his un-
derstanding. He¥ must have a weak
point somewhere, and probably this is
it. He flatters himself that he is not
easily deceived, and such men are in-
variably easy to handle, being but wise
in their own conceit. Tread cautiously,
therefore, insinuating a wisdom beyond
the average as your patient’s portion,
and in a little while he will pass into
the sanie condition of mental content as
No. 1. A little knowledge of human na-
ture, a little more experience in this
work on your part; but all men are or-
anges with soft Interors—only the peel
is thicker in some than in others.

When he has reached the required
condition of content he is passive, and
you way proceed to teach him relaxa-
tion and concentration, which will pe
explained in another chapter.—Dr, Sid-
ney Flower in Journal of Suggestive
Therapeutics.

Infinity—Immortality—Qod.

The highest proof of our immortality
is the fact of the illimitable power of
our intellect. Its capacity is infinite--
there is no end to its power of memory.
Billions of facts it treasures up, and
still no sign of limit. Now the infinite
is eternal. Nothing can destroy it. To
the mental capacity of our brightest
animals . the limit is very short; it is
finite. Time; space, the human mind
are infinite and therefore imperishable.

‘All admit that the world of art must
have had a preconcéptiMn in the mihd

of .man: before it appeared. Then to

asselt that man himself and the uni-

versé had no preconception.in any mind

before it"Decame phenomenon is absurd,
for it supposes a thinker necessary to

the inferior but not to the superior and |

alldncluding.” © ~ CLARKE IRVINE.
Oregop, Mo.: .~ - :

. ;are pure and noble.l

Spiritualism’s mission is to iucreage
the happiness of human kind by takin,
from them the demons of doubt an
fear in respect to the future life, If
bridges deatl’s chasm and brings back
the loved ones gone from the physleal.’
slght. It is a beneficent religion, actin
from love for the s]uuluu]lv neuly an
suffering. It asks not of person’s’ be-
liefs—only if they grieve and suffer—tg:
offer its benefactions. The Spiritualist ©. ¢
who has grown, feels that the g)eﬂtel‘
suffering. It asks not of persons be- ..
more personal love must be given; and -
that which he will not do, is fo un- *
necessarily  hurt  another's l'eelmgs '
whose religious views may dlﬂ'(‘l‘ This: -
is policy as well as principle, for cons
version  cannot  come  with drawn:
swords.

With society a sham and material
success In almost all of life’s relationg: -
based on deception, it Is not strange
that Spiritualists swerve from the per-
fect fdeal of truthfulness and fidelity, -
that the angel world has given us. .
Frow its adaptation of mingled truth’ *
and evror, “Christian Science” has .
made rapid advance, though both Chris- .-
tianity and sciconce wpudl.ne it. That -
there are those, 100, in our ranks who |
would make success on a similar basig -
of falsehood, gilded as policy, is a mate =
ter of regret. Ilere is from a writer io .
one of our own papers .

“Investizator objects to the litile or-
thodoxy 1 our hymus. Radical Chris:
tians also ohiecte(l to the splmng of
Leathen rites into Christianity in the
beginning, yet it was done without in-
jury to the cause. A little policy JS
never out of place.”

In Spirltualism any poliey is out oﬁ
place that is false; and all intelligent.
Spiritualists know that orthodoxy, little .1;
or much of it. is falsehood. It decs not
concern us at this date, if Constantine’s
religion had more or less of lLeathen::
rites, I cannot concede the necessity of
falsehood as a basis for Spiritualism. ff,
On the centrary, it seems reasonable to - -
assume that, as we present to the world; . -
a selhexpoctmg individuality and ;|
avoid aping the doings of the (ohorts
of error, mot with antagonism, but in-
all kindness the while, we will co'm-l..-
mand the respect of those yet blind to
our light: and by free and kindly inter- \'
course with thein at last win a hearing,

It seems 1o me that only thosé who-
have skimmed the surface. could deem "_lj-
it necessary or even advisable to fraport
-any of error's-methods. So wide is the 7-\
ficld before us, so great its scone for
improvement, so needful to heep ever’
before us the difference Letween the.
livipg present and the dead past, that
the intelligent mind is shocked at sueli~
imitations of popular ahsurdities.
Originality and invention here have i~
their proper field; and it is evident that’;;;:
bad we the enterprise of our Christian. -
neighbors in the use of new and ouginal
methods, we could make a gain. . B

H. W. BOOZB R. {.

Grand Rapids, Mich.

“

s

. Spiritualism is the firét step townrd
the breaking of the seals of. thali
apocnlyptic age—the death-warmut ofi-
.materialism.

The gardens. of the Splmt world a
planted by good deeds, noble t.hough?
and aspirations, and . destroyed b,
wrong actlons, degrading and dehqsind )
thoughts and habits.

Spiritualism is young, and somet:mea
crude, but her thoughts and pmposeg
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;1 THE CHRISTIAN'S DAMN.
J“Damns have had thefr day,” an-
nounced a playwright loug years ago.
If it was ecelesiastical damnsg to whicl'
thé writer of plays veferred to, and if he
were living now, he could repeat the
assertion with greatler enmphasis.
Reader, we suspicion you did not live
fifty to sixty years ago, and have the
pleasure of listening “to a right smart
_clmnce" of a good old orthodox sermon,
-generously interlarded with preachers’
damns, fresh, flery and sulphurcous,
Just such as every dominie employed at
Ahat time to frighten women and kid-
lings into the elfurch, Oh, the horrors
‘of the bottomless pit, as depicted in
cach Sunday morning's discourse, and
repeated with inereased fervor in the
‘afternoon and evening! It took a back-
yoods exhorter, with the perspiration,
mingled with tears, streaming down his
fnce, his coat off, and, possibly his
sleeves rolled up, to do full justice to
the subject. His volee, something less
“than thunder, then dying away into an
audible whisper, frequently empha-
sized by stamping with the feet, he-
“trayed the earnesines of the speaker,
and prevented the hearers from sleep-
ing. There was no dullness, no mono-
{one. If Interest lagged the intonation
inereased in volume, Sinners quaked
as their wickedness was depleted, the
‘sisters shouted, and the deacons in the
amen. corner, cheered on the speaker
with words of encouragement, while
the thoughtful insisted the entertaln-
‘ment was more mirth-provoking than
that made by the cireus clown in the
rlug. Dan Rice, in his most vigorous
days, when imltting a Mormon preach-
er, never got in gun-shot of such real,
genuine, pyrotechnie displays as the
religions harlequin would exhibit when
on the revival stage beating up for re-
cruits to people an ahnost empty
heaven.

It was on such oecasions damns were
avorth something. It was then the poor
ginner saw through the eyes of fright
and  expiring hope what a  dawmn
amounted 1o, It was then little boys,
jow old men, else gone to their reward,
jearncd how to use the term and apply
i forcefully, with perhape a few ad-
Jectives and  numerous  expletives
added, to their young associafes. 1t
“svas the word with the bark ou to make
the timid shrink from danger.

But the damns have lost their
efficacy. They bave become almost ob-
solete, sinice the chureh surrendered its
hell, and substituted hades, defined by
Rev. Geo. Campbell, in his Bible Com-
mentaries, as “The place all spirits in-
Nabit, without regard to their goodness
or badness, their joys or their sorrows.”
In the light of present knowledge is it
not a fact that this word of former hor-
rible meaning “ls not now worth a
tinker's dam?' When the age shall
fully zo by wherein cuss words were the
principal stock in irade of the average
pulpiteer, the word will disappear, with
very many others of the same brood,
and no penal legislation like that re-
cenily attempted in New York, will he
necessary to bar its use.

TEARS FOR THE LADRONES,
The sympathics of The Progressive
Thinker go out very largely to the
Catholie fraternity of our new acqui-
sltions in Cuba. Porto Rico and the
“Philippines, for the loss of their means
of support, For several centuries they
have Leen treated as paupers, and have
been supported by the government. The
hablt, %o long continucd. unfitted the
-priesthood and the churches for self-
support. TUnder the pew order of things
they may flout their purgatorial fires
Im“n {ime, but cdueation, the essential
of a free government, will soon ex-
tinguish those fires. Parochial schoolx
Avont save them, and excommunication
avith anatbemas will not wring money
from the toiler afler a few years of
‘freedom. The revolutions, mostly bhav-
“us plafnly as words, that the people in
‘oUF new possessions have Dbegun to
“think, wiih a certainty that {he process
swill-go on until every species of oppres-
slon, religious as well as political, shall
‘end. While great big tears fall iv sym-
pathy for the ladroves, the church rob-
“bers, who have subsisied on the earn-
ings’ wrung by governwent taxation
froin the impoverished producer, our
‘congratulations are extended to the peo-
ple who can now see the end of a sys-
tem, quite as oppressive in is effects as
‘yvas African slavery.
“ TPhough opposed from principle to the
_extenslon of our territorial domain, we
are not certain but there will be com-
pensation in giving frecdom to the
oppressed which will follow, that will
overcome any objection in that direc-
tlon. :

VERITABLE FACTSR.

-“Pimes of general calamity and con-
‘fusion have ever been productive of the
greatest minds, The pyrest ore is pro-
duced from the hottest furnace, and the
prightest thunderbolt is elicited from

- the darkest storm” - -~ - L
80 some careful observer wrote long
years ngo, and the aphorism’ stijl - re-

_jpuains true;

ing tlteir origin in priestly tyranny, tell’

MENES NOT A MYTH,
- Th¢ London Chironicle, {n o late issie,
makes- the followlng important state-

.ment: - :

“A very iuteresting discovery lhas
beon made Ly Dr. Borchardt of the
Glzell musenw, which adds hmmensely
to our knowledge of carly Egypiian
history, provided it is fully sustained.
The scholars have hitlierto told us that
the origin of Iigyptian history was
wrapped in absolute obscurity, aud in
particular that the founder of the first
Lgyptian dynasty, wlose name was
Menes, was a mythjeal person, like
Cadmus of Thebes, and old Anchises,
and many other worthies, who, in sim-
pler tmes, were regarded as real men.
To Menes was ascribed by the ancient
Byyptians the canals of Egypt and the
uition of upper and lower Egypt lato
one kingdom, Last ycar a tomb was
discovexed near Thebes, -and now Dr.
Borchardt has identificd that tomb
with that of Menes, who turns.out to
have been a real character. The boues
and -the seal of Menes, whose body
was burned, not embalmed, and the
inseription in which he calls himself
the king of Upper and Lower Iigypt,
have been so elearly ideuntified that it
would appear there is little ground for
doubt, At least the authority of M. de
Morgan and Dr. Borchardt cannot
lightly be set aside and they are agreed
‘that this tomb is that of "the real
founder of the first Egypilan dynasty.
In other words, Menes was no myfh,
but a real human being, the founder of
a kingdom which endured, under the
guidance of a great and powerful
priesthood, for thousands of years. It
is c¢lear there is far more in aneient
tradition than the skepticisi of modern
wmstorians, espeefally of the German
school, has been wont {o admit, .

“1t seems not uulikely that much of
ancient history will be reconstructed,
not as the subjective

scionsness imagined, but by a very sub-
stantigl incorporation of much that was
held to be legendary or wythlical into
the surer history of the future. The
new history calls archeology, eranio-
logy and inscriptions to its aid, and so
earps for itself a position of sirength
which before our century iwas un-
Lknown. The strange paradox is brought
about that the further we are reimnoved
from anclent times the more we know
about them, ln @ special degree it may
be said that a fairly complete recon-
struction of Egyptian history and re-
ligion would be a most important con-
tribution to the kunowledge of the his-
tory of mankind, and this knowledge
seems to be on the point of being ob-
tained. According to M. de Morgan,
real Tgyptian history begins with a
vace of conquerors whose origin was
probably in Babylonia. They brought
with them wheat and barley, the ox,
the sheep, the goat, the beginnings of
writing, and perhaps the use of tools.
They blended with the primitive race
living in the stone age, and from that
union the Dbistorical Egyptians pro-
ceeded. It was this mixed race which
built the pyramids and temples, So
far, if M. de Morgan is to be relied on,
and there are few more trustworthy in-
vestigators, have the researches juto
the history of old Egypt led us, and it
is a long way."”

The principal archeologleal discov-
erles in Egypt during the last twenty or
more years have been made under the
auspices of the “BEgyptian Exploration
Fund,” an organization set on foot and

find some trace of the Jews in Egypt
during the period they are credited by
“divine revelation” with being in bond-
age. It was during the XVIIIth dynasty
this bondage occurred, if at all, and the
exodus was under Rameses 11, of that
dynasty, as Biblical scholars all agree.

Ldward Naville, in charge of thé ex-
cavations made by that Exploring
Fund, in a letler published in the
Church Press of July 23, '87, the then
American organ of that fund, wrote:

“In all the excavations which the
Egyptian Exploration IFund has made
in the Della, there is one remarkable
fact to be noticed. Absolutely no mon-
ueents have been found.”

More than eleven years have passed,
and what was {rue then is true now.
Not only in the Delta, but throughout
Egypt the same fact remains; but,
astonishing as it may appear, in place
of traces of the Jews the so-called
Eeyptian myths have proved to be re-
alities. Rameses 11, {be Pharaoh whe
led the Egyptians in pursuit of the flee-
lng fughtives, and was engulfed in the
Red Sea, was found with wany other
mummified kings of s dynasty, cave-
fully embalmed and inseribed, at Dayr-
el-Bahari, to which place the cherished
remains had been removed in their
mummy-cases  in which they were
found, 1o prevent their destruction in
sone civil comnmotion.

Lately the tomb and resting place of
the idolized and apotheosized Osiris was
found, a Lrief mention of which was
recently made by a correspondent in
these pages.

And now Menes, the first king of the
first dvnasty, the great law-giver, he
who founded Memphis, and united
Upper and Lower Egypt under one
rule; who introduced civilization, the
arts and letters into LEgypt from the
Rast: whose great deeds ante-dated
Moses 8.500 years, Is resurrected, so
far as evidence of his wertality is con-
cerned, and lives again in the memory
of a people separated from him by the
interval of near 7,000 years. Reputed
to have been killed by a hippopotamus.
this may have been the reason Dbis re-
mains were burned.

1t would seem {rom these new rev-
elations that the pseudo-myths of the
classtes are not all myths, Cap the
same Dbe asserted In truth of the beroes
of Biblieal fame? What of Adam? of
Eve? of Cain and Ahel? of EnochY
Methusalah? Noah? Abraham? Isaac?
Jacolh? Joseph? Moses? Aaron? Joshua?
Where the evidence that any one of
them was a real, living, genuine char-
acter? Tradition has enthroned many
a king who never had a being. It has
apotheosized many a god that was
pever mortal or immortal

A NOISELESS REVOLUTION,

1{ may not be generally known, but it
is stated as a fact nevertheless, that the
best minds of the country are making
a study of Buddhlsm as never before.
They are finding in that system of re-
liglon, morality, love of country, and
jove of all life—an emanalion of the
Divine—a very worthy faith. Its great-
est objection is its priesthood, which
will damn any system of religion. 1t is
said the Buddhist philosophy has be-
come a fad nmong the educated ladies
of New York, to the exclusion of the
dominent creeds. The women, too, of
Clicago, are turning away from the

selves famtliar with the teachings of
“the solitary monk.”

1f it were possible to turn the. eye
down the stream of time to behold the
future, it may be we sbould sec the
people Christian missionaries are labor-

1 Ing to convert to their faith, turning the
tables,, and filling the Occident with-

agents to prophg:;’»te their more humane

1 religlon.

crities who-
evolved camels out of their moral con--

maintained Ly Christians, its object to

falth of their childhopd to make them. |

. As set ‘forth. by the New York. Sun,
propositions have been made by wmore
or less fantastle social reformers for
the legal prohibltion of the marrlage of
the -morally or physleally depraved or
discased,  The exumination of appli-
cants for matrimony by an expert sci-
entific board under the rogulation of
the State has been advocatod frequently
in this country, but sentimental attice-
tion or whatever else may lead indi-
viduals into marriage has not yet been
interfered wlith Dby - legislation. *“I'rue
love” still remains as the undisputed
justification for marriage.

The question of “(he marriage of the
unfit” is now treated from the point of
view of modern science in an essay on
the subjeet published in the London
Lancet by Dr. Harry Campbell, physi-
cian o the Northwest London Hospital.
He starts out by defiving the tfiiness of
two individuals 0 marry as determined,
tivst, by “their fitness as regards each
other,” and, secondly, as regards “the
production and rearing of offspring.”
That is, their private inelinations must
accord with the general good of so0-
clety, or their marrfage is uusuitable.
The most mmportant consideration, he
says, is their “fitness to produce chil-
dren who shall reach a certain level of
meuntal and bodily excellence,” for “the
responsibility of making a life is scarce-
ly less tremendous than that of taking
life,” This heing so, “nothing i3 more

remarkable than the extreme self-com-

placency of human belngs, -and - those
often the most unfit,” in violating the
law; “one of the last things that eccur
to-a marrying couple is whether they
are fit to be represented in posterity.”
He is encouraged as to the growth of a
sounder sentiment, however, . because
even now “the physiclan is not infre-
quently called upon -to decide whether
individuals are fit as regards the pro-
duction of children,” and his -expecia-

the appeal: be’ jn vain? A .
“apithér the lan nor the church ‘ha

raised ‘its volce hgainst the marriage of

the unflt, for neilher hag realized that
worse than theft and well-nigh as bad
as murder-is thé bringing inte the
world, through gdjsregard of pavental
fitness, of individuals full of disease
tendencies,” ’ '

SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION..

It would seew’ g matter of natural
propriety—in, f;;ct; a wmatter of course,
that a people bearing Ly didice the
name of Spiritualists should be given
in Jarge and generous degree to the
cultivation of pirituality in thought,
life and aspiration, -

1t is, however, but too evident that
with very many the test scance is the
acme of thelr aspirations, the chosen
schiool of spirvitual culture. Such are

on the plane.of materlalistic thought,

and their development is along {le line
of sigus and wonders merely, and not
In the direction of spiritual- aspiration
and mental unfoldment in the percep-
tion of spiritual things, and love in the
heart for thé spiritually high, the good,
the true, the pure and beautiful,

Undoubtedly it is a fact that the
mind may become so engrossed and
absorbed -~ with wonderful - tests and
‘manifestations that the higher spirlt
side may be ahnost If not efitirely
ignored, omitted from the thought,
crowded out and. barred out by ihe en-
grossment of the: mind with the tests
and wonders of the seance, 'The mental
gaze may be so fixed and cohcenfrated
upont and -preosceupled by wonderful
test manifestations that the great over-
arching expanse and beautiful realm
of spiritual intellection and experience
is shut out from the rauge of vision
entirely.

Phis is but to live, in another way, in
the world of the sensual, the material.
In hiself it Lears no characteristics of
high, pure,elevating moral and spiritual
agplration. The mind may dwell in a

MY GREED.

Whoever is begotten by

And comes desired and welcome into

Is of immaculate conception. He

'Y

pure love,

life,

Whose heart is filled with tenderness and truth,
Who loves mankind more than he loves himself,
Who cannot find room in his heart for hate,
May be another Christ. We all may he

The Saviors of the world, if we believe

In the divinity which dwells within us,

S T . {
And worship it, and nail our grosser selves,

Our tempers, greeds, and our unwprthy aims,
Upon the cross.  Who giveth love to all

Pays kindness for unkindness, smiles for frowns,
Lends new courage to each fainting Teart,

And strengthens hope, and scatters joy abroad,
He, too, is a Redeemer, Son of God.

ELLA WHEELER, WILCOX.

tion 1s that “they will come before us
more and wore in the future.”

Dr, Campbell lays down the rule that
“every death not due to aceident or old
age is really the elimination of an unfit
variation,” Under our present social
system of Christian civilization mueh of
this unfit variation is preserved to pro-
pagate ltself. “Many lives are saved
wlhich  would ofberwise succumb
through incapacity to cope with the en-
viromment,” Philauthropy, the advance-
meat of wmedicine, hospitals, dispensa-
ries, and religlous [ustitutions are bat-
ting agalnst the operation of the law
of natural selecetion. The great effort is
fo save life, whether fit or untit, and
being saved, U proceeds to propagate
itself.  “There are now numberless
cases saved, and thus enabled to have
chlldren who tend to inherit the like de-
fects;” “hence it follows that these de-
fect are continually inereasing amoug
the civilized, and that the level of phys-
ical perfection among them Is lower
than among primitive communities, and
if the present state of things continues
it must go on getting lower still,” He
contends that “all diseases are hered-
itary;” that “you cannot eliminate the
influence of heredity from any disease,”
“All parasitic diseases, from a flea bite
to pulmppary consumption, frem ty-
phoid to malignant tumor, are bered-
itary.” Inasmuch as “organic evolution
proceeds essentlally by a survival of
the fittest, all further evolution of man
must  take place essentially by the
operation of this process,” and “natural
selection Is needful not only to attain
adaptation of the individual to his en-
vironment, but also to maintain "

How, then, are those unfit to marry
and have children to be harred from
matrimony ? Dr. Campbell's hope is in
the extension of the sentiment of altru-
jsm, “for the leavening infiuence of high
ideals for mearly two thousand years
has haad its effect, and modern progress,
modern clvilization, tend more and
more, consciously or unconsciously, to-
ward altruism; it has already widened
out man's conception of the duty he
owes to bhis neighbor, and more en-
lightenment as to his undoubted respon-
sibility to posterity will show him that
that service does not end with the pres-
ent generation, but reaches to a future
to whicl he can set no limits,” That is,
he does not make the impossible sugges-
tion of legal prohibition, “Loards of ex-
amination,” and the rest, but relies,
searce less hopelessly, on the self-sac-
rifice of the individual, indueing him to
refraln from marriage for the good of
posterity simply. All that is necessary
to cure the evil, he says, “is for those
who bave defects which, under natural
conditions, would lead to annihilation,
to forbear to procreate.”

Dr. Campbell then proceeds to in-
dicate diseases which unfit people for
marriage. FKirst and obviously he puts
pulmonary cousmnption, organic heart
disease, epilepsy, insanity, diabetes, and
chronic Bright's disea In his opin-
ion, “not only the present existence of
any one of these diseases, but the hav-
ing had it and recovered from it would
constifute unfitness.” He also includes
rheumatic fever. He regards as unfit
most, “if not all individuals,” of those
cases of non-aceidental disease in which

{ife Is saved by the surgeon’s skill.”.

QObjections by a physiclan because of
defects of eyesight, remediable by glass-
es, would be laughed at, he says, but he
evidenily has them, for he laments “the
increasing defect of vision which is
taking place In consequence of” pro-
pagation of the defect by marriage. He
is emphatle, however, in rejecting all
those with congenial defect of hearing.

Those “unfit” Dr. Campbell would
reach by an appeal to their “sense of
duty,” but, as be would fly in the face
of human sentiment and all the poetry
and romance. of the world, swould not

world of wonders, revel in “material-
fzations™ and multiiudinous “tests,”
even of the genuine sort, and yet ex-
perimentally know mnothing of real
spirituality, that ennobles and purifies—
may, in fact, live a debased and grovel-
ing life of moral uncleanness hnd de-
pravity,

So true is it that engrossment in
“spirit manifestatious” §s no indication
of spiritual cultivation, but may as
truly {ndieatle the reverse, the culijva-
tion of an all-absorbing thought on sen-
sual material Nnes, tending to degrada-
tion rather than to moral and spiritual
growth,

Nor nced true spiritual cultivation
Imply any lack of proper and needful
attention to the affalrs of this present
existence in the material world; though
the spiritual may be properly recognized
as the more exalted, more Important
and most prominent in the mind’s val-
uation of things, as things transient
may properly be regarded as of lesser
welght and lmportance, comparatively,
than those things having an element of
gooduess abiding angd eternal. :

There is room and time for the culti-
vation of the spiritual nature even
amidst the tolls and cares of earth life.
In the housechold, in the field, in the
shiop, the store, in the quiet of solitude
or amid the busy whir of wheels and
the grind of machinery, one can blend
spiritual thought and aspimtion with
the thought and attention required hy
othier things. One can so blend this
earth life with the life of the spiritual
that the {wo worlds shall hecome one
in thought.and realization.

When this shall have been accom-
plished, is it not a thought worth con-
sidering that in the final going-on from
the mingled earthly-spiritual to the
spiritual-ethereal we shall take the
spiritual with us, our spiritual gains
will abide with us; and the process of
change will involve less loss from
carthly materialism to be eliminated
and give us a larger factor of spiritual
capital to start with “over there.” We
shall be splritually acclimated before-
hand, and adapted to the spiritual con-
ditions of that country. Not with self-
ish thought let us seek, but with desire
for goodness, soul-hunger for the good,
the true, the bLeautiful, in spirituality,

IN LIMBO

The Philipplne;insurgents are holding
several Spanish. priests as prisoners.
They lately made an:attempt to kidnap
the Archbishop of Manila. This action
indicates that the Philipenos have little
respect for thos¢ of ‘the Catholic faith
who would tedel them the way Ly that
route to heaven, and how to escape pur-
gatorial fires. .

Would not this be.a grand time for
Spiritualists and, Liberals to do mis-
slonary work in the Phillppines? Tt
would not require a protracted effort to

sntisf.v“lhe people who have been tyran- |

nized over and oppressed by the Chris-
tlan system. as practiced by a corrupt
priesthood, that the church “is the sum
of all villainies,” for they know It
already by practical experience,

MRS. E. W. WALLIS.

Mrs. E. W, Wallis, of London, Eng.,
Is now in this city, and is stopping at
the residence of Prof. Yates, corner of
Sixty-third street and Stewart. avenue,
Mrs. Wallis. is one -of the leading in-
tellectual and spiritual lights of Eng-
land. Her lectures and tests in .this
country have been well recefved, and
Spiritualists everywhere bave given her
cordial welcome, . . . .

“Thomas Palne: Was He Junlog?
An interesting - pumphlet by Wm, H;
Burr. Price 10 cents,” For sale at this
office, . JEEE o .

1 made by a rust
| be touched to the ground. At the prayer
| meeting the members of the chiurch re-

_{ ness, or infury. He Dbuilds s faith on

trol becomes a victim “for life to. the

1 cents to 20 cents,”

: ‘MORD HERESY. = " -
+ A late press dispateh from Janesville,
Wis.,, reports that at a’ meeting of the
Madlson Presbytery, then in sesslon in
that - ¢ity, “A leresy trial, with fts
attendant scnsationallsm, was nicely
avolded In a way that was most sat-
isfactory to every one concerned, by
Rev. N, Sulzer, of Boscobel, requesting
that his numne be dropped from the roll
of the Presbyterian minlsters, Iis re-
quest caused a great surprise aud was
based on radicul changes in his doe-
trinal views and was granted,” ’

It would be pleasant to know what
those “radiecal changes in - docirinal
views” were. Untll better informed
imagination must supply the omission.

Rev, Sulzer; being a thinking man,
his first struggle with his ereed was to
get away from the Christian. theory of
original sin and _the total depravity of
all the race, because Eve ate that for-
bidden .apple, Then he must have re-
solved in mind the charvacter of the God
of his creed, who was so grossly
ignorant thiat he did not see the con-
sequence of his act of creation, so he
repented that be made map, and
brought on a mighty flood and swept all
away, save a chosen few, preserved to
people the earth agajn, doubtless to
save himself the necessity of making a
new pair. The destruction cowmplete,
he finds the instrument of his salvation,
Naaly, a beastly inebriate, of whom his
own sons saved in the ark with him
were ashamed. -

Passing over the long centurles, Rev.
S. must have contemplated God's anger
all the time resting on the people. Then
he suw the Eternal Spirit who made
and governs the mighty universe, be-
getting a son by a Jewlsb maiden, who
beeawe the Mothier of God; then allow-
ing that son to be saerificed to appease
his wrath; yet making salvation from
an endless hell through this son’s blood
conditioned the sinner believes him co-
equal with the IFather, yea, that Father
himself. '

By the time Rev. Sulzer reached this
stage of thinking, without stopping to
revolve in mind the old Roman and
Greclan belief in hades, with the Tar-
tarian gulf beneath for great offenders,
he was ready to become another victim
of a shattered faith, to Le branded a
heretie.

If Rev, Sulzer shall meet with this
article The Progressive Thinker will be
very glad to receive the outlines of his |
conversion from a brutal creed, having
its orlgin in gross Ignorance, for pub-
lication in its columns,

SPIRIT POWER AND PRESENCE.

The Rev. C. H. Currans, pastor of the
Maywood Presbyterian Church, says
the Chicago Tribune, lhobbled {0 a
prayer meeting on crutehes, his left foot
being so sore and swollen from a wound
nafl that it could not

membered the preacher’s foot. He him-
self asked for forgiveness for his lack
of faith in using crutches, When he
got home he pushed the crutches under
a sofa and tripped around the house as
gayly as a schoolboy,

At hig home-in Maywood he put out
his foot, which was seemingly no worse
for its encounter with . the nail execept
for a secar, and told of his remarkable
cure, which he ascribed not so much to
the eflicacy of prayer as to the atone-
Jnent, which he thinks relieves all who
will belleve from suffering, from sick-

Isajab, eighth chapter and fifty-third
verse, which, he says, in the original
Hebrew, reads: “Surely lie hath borne
our sicknesses and carried our pains.”

“It was a week ago Saturday,” said
the minister, “that 1 stepped on a rusty
ten-penny nail, which pierced my foot.
The woand bled profusely. ’

“I had faith that my foot would get
well, but so many of my friends gave
me 80 much advice about what I should
put on the wound that I must have lost
faith, for my foot swelled to twice its
normal size, and 1 had to get crutches
to enable me 1o move about at all.

“0On Tuesday night I went to our cot-
tage prayer meeting at the home of
Professor Hay, superintendent of) the
South Maywood schools, There the
members of the congregation prayed
for my foot, and after I went home and
my wife bad read a chapter {romn the
seriptures and prayed, I told her that I
could not expect the Lord to do any-
thing for me as long as I leaned on
crutehes instead of leaning on him. So
I put the erutches under the sofa and
got up and walked around without the
slightest pain,. The next day I went
about my duties as usual, and now my
foot is just as well as ever. I walked
thirty blocks to-day.”

The above is only a case of spirit
power, Spirit presence is manifested in
all the churches; in fact its presence is
felt everywhere, Spiritualism has not
now and never can have, a monopoly of
spirit forces. The only difference is, the
churches aseribe the phenomena to the
Lord, while Spiritualists ascribe it to its

true source—disembodied spirits.

WATCHMAYN, WHAT O THE
NIiGur?

Dr. I'. . Giddings, president of Co-
lumbia University, of New York, duving
a Iate address, is reported in the Annals
of the American Academy to have said,
among many other good things:

“In the name of religion, society for
geperations has cherished a dangerous
influence, and has encouraged the prac-
tice of arts that menace the happiness
and the further progress of mankingd.
Of all mistaken teachers In the com-
munity the professional revivalist Is
most to be feared. The revival meeting
s, and always has been, the chicf
school of impulsive action. Throughout
human history the revival has been the
foster mother of the mob...The meth-
ods of the professional revivalist are
those of the professional hypnotizer.
The only difference is they are some-
what more refined and keep their ma-
chinery a little more out of sight. The
revivalist tells his hearers that thelr
reason is the most deadly enemy of
their souls; that the deliberating, crit-
ical habit of mind cndangers their
eternal snlvation; that their only safety
lies in immediately acting upon the im-
pulse which he is striving to awaken J
in thelr bosoms.”

* It Is encouraging to note such dis-
tinguished endorsement of views fre-
quently maintained in these colomns,
They who have watched the methods
of the revivalist, at the same time are
familiar with the practice of hypnotism,
or are acquainted with -ts doings, are
unanimous In the opinlon that the two
manifestations are identieal: - The sub-
ject of either once ander complete. con-

successful -operator, not only to. the
original hypuotizer,"but to all who prac.
tice the art. The priest at the con-
fessional, and the successful lawyer at
the bar;are both skiliful hypnotists, -

God the Father, and the Man-the Im.
age of God. Two ‘lectures, By Mrs,

o UABLE. .
“The London (Eng.) Tid-Bits, a proml-
vent periodical, is responsible for the
following: “In the canny north of Eng-
land {s a man who gets bis living by
the pursuit of a very peculiar profes-
sion. Lle styles himself an exorciser,
or curer of hapnted houses, He makes

tate agents in various parts of the eoun-
try and inguire as to the houses of
ghostly reputation that they have upon
their catalogues. Then for an arranged
fee, ranging from £1 to £3, according to
the efrcumsiances of the case, he under-
takes to rid the premises of their vis-
fonary visitant, whbich function he in-
varlably fulfills to the sallent satisfac-
tion of all concerned.

“His methods are a mystery to all but
Limself, for he is engaged in ejecting
the phantoms from their favorite prom-
etiades, One of this gentleman’s en-
vious detractors avers that he has deal-
lugs with the powers of evil. All that
Is known of him in the loculity where
he resides §s that his religious convic-
tions are decidedly unorthodox, and
that ‘he is an enthuslastic patron of
spiritualistic seances. Indeed, he will
readily travel a score of imiles to be
present at one of these performances.

“Fully aware of the stigma attaching
toa haunted house, und its consequent
depreciation in value, agents having
such tenements upon their books are
only too glad to secure the services of
this extraordinmary exorcist. Nearly
every district in Great Britain has its
haunted houses, so that bhusiness Is
usually brisk with tbis uncanny in-
dividual.

“He has, however, been heard to re-
mark that when all the historical ghosts
in the kingdom are laid it will be com-
paratively easy to raise more by ju-
dicious converse with country folk,
most of whom are jncurably super-
stitious, Ile asserts thal Le has no fear
of anything supernatural, and he will
often spend successive nights alone in
houses which most folk caretfully avoid.
At present this exorciser Is earning at
least £200 a year by his weird art. He
says that he will confide his secret to
his son, who will succeed him in his
unique calling.”

ANCIENT RELIGIONS.

A Brabhmin, the distinguished J. C.
Chatterji, of Indis, lately pugsed
through Chiecago on his way West, He
proposes to relurn from the Pacific
coast, and *expound rcligion as a nat-
ural science,” to the liberal-minded of
this eity,

Until of late a Brahmin lost caste by

leaving his country though temporarily;
but those great barriers of the past to
advancement are being remtoved, the
Parliament of Religions having liberal-
ized the public mind In Asin as in
Ameriea.
It is said the various religious of the
Orient, particulurly Brahminism and
Buddhism, have a Lopeful eye turned
towards Chicago, with a view to mis-
slonary labor. If opportunity occurs
the thoughtful will be compensated by
listening to lectures from these ancient
schools of religlous philesophy. The
Brahmins with their three-beaded God,
and their pharisaical customs in
making a spectacular exhibition, well
représent the orthodox faith; while the
Buddhists fittingly represent the so-
called heretical sects, repudiating as
they do a multiplicity of Gods being
joined in one God-head, and whe make
good deeds the wonly passport to
Nirvana,

[It may Le well to define this Sanskrit
word Nirvana, which is in such com-
non use in connection with Buddhism,
Lut which most of our dictionarics have
overlooked. Nirvana is that condition
a person atinins when he has reached
the highest stage of perfection a mortal
cnn reach; Is free from desire for ma-
terial or spiritual existence, from pride,
self-righteousness  or  ignorance. In
short, 1t is perfeet peace, goodness and
wisdom, of which holiness would he a
very good English rendering.]-

A MEDIUM AND HIS INVENTION.

A, C. Itobbins, a medivm with rare
powers, and now at room 516 Chamber
of Commerce Building, this city, has
fected an Instrument which be calls the
Ventrilophone. As sel forth in the ac-
count of its deseription, ete., by the ap-
pication of the laws of harmonics to
the construction of the telephone a vew
instrument called the ventrilophone is
the result, and by means of which the
human vojee, music and other sounds
ecan be transmitted with neaely the vol-
ume and jutensity of the original sound.

Briefly described the ventrilophone
consists of the vrdinary electrie magnet
“and iron diaphram just as in the com-
mon telephone, but to the end of the
magnet is  attached a piano string,
whose vibration greatly magnifics the
soundd. The sound is still further in-
tensified by a sounding-board rescem-
bling that of a guitar. The whole con-
struction Is simplicity Itself and a ven-
trilophone is said to be much chenper
than a telephone,

Inventor Robbins bas rigged up two
ventrilophones in his office. One placed
over bis desk Is a long wooden box a
yard high, io the bottom of whicl is the
maguet, the upper portion inclosing the
string and acting as a sounding-board.
The other end is in the office vaull.
This end is equipped with the ordinary
transifter and receiver of the long dis-
tance tolephone, although the inventor
says these features will soon be dis-
pensed with, The wire has g tension of
several thousand pounds and is tuned
to G. \

Going into the vault and locking the
heavy iron doors behind him, Mr. Rob-
bins tested his invention for the beuefit
of a visitor., As he talked, sang or
whistled the noise was as great as
though the speaker had DbLeen in the
room. The process was reversed with
equal success. Sibilants and obscure
sounds were reproduced with far great-
er clearness than in the ordinary phone,

Mr. Robbins, while originally a New
Yorker, has speut many years in San
Francisco. He has applied for a patent
for the ventrilophone and as soon as it
is secured will start 1ts manufacture in
this city. 1u the near future he Intends
consulting with Chief Kipley about im-
proving the Chicago police signal sys-
tem. Chicago, he says, bas the podrest
signal system of any city in the coun-
try, consisting of nothing more than or-
dinary telephones.

Another use suggested for the ventril-
ophone is to utilize it as 2 means of lis- |
tening to operas and concerts at.a dis-
tance,

A CHAPLAIN'S DUTY.

“What are the dutles of a reglmental
chaplain® - o ]
“ #To avold swearing at the rations'and

“thus-set a good.example for. the other

fellows.”=~Philadelphia . North . Amerl--
can. : s .

. If reports.are true- they sometimes
fail in thefr missfom,. . % ¢

' wNature Cure” By Drs. M. B. and

Marla M, King. Price feduced from 25

family, )C!otl_:,_;}l.ﬁo. L

Rosa 0. Conger. Excellent for every.

it his husiness to call on house and es-

The above s the number of the pres-

right hand coruer,

per, then the time you lhave paid for has:
expired, and you are requested to renew
your subscription. This numbep at the
right hand corner of the first page is ad-
vanced e¢ach week, showing the number
of Progressive Thinkers issued up to
date. Kecp watch of the number on
the tag of your wrapper. .

COMMENDABLLE, -
The Advance, a New York religious

ished ihe name of God from certalp
sclool-books, and has now decided to ™
erase recognition of God from her coln.
1t is said the divector of French coinage
bas ordered 1he owission in future from
all colns of the twotto, Augliclsed, “May’
God Protect France” '

When will the American people sues
ceed in getting rid of the foolish legend, -
“In God we 'I'rust,” which the pious
Secretary of the Treasury, during the.
war of the rebellion, caused to be added
to our national coin? As “famiMarity
breeds contewpl,” so the Haunting of
this legend fn the face of all who handle -
money, lowers the estimate
cheaply advertised Ruler of the’
universe, and places him on an equality -
with the demagogue who devised this
method of gaining favor with chureh-
nien.

OUR FALL AND
WINTER CAMPAIGN,

It will be especially briliant, A
story by Charles Dickens, given through
the mediumship of the gifted Carlyle
Peterstlea, of Los Angeles, Cal, will
prove instructive and ioteresting, It
scintillates throughout with grand spir-
itual truths, It will be commenced
early in October,

Moses Hull will add his splendid
erudition to the attractiveness of the
paper by giving a scries of articles.

We have made arrangements {0 have
a scries of lectures reported, as given
through the remarkably gifted speaker,
Mrs. Cora L. V, Ricbmond. They will -
prove a veritable feast, They will ap-
pear from time to time.

Lveryone who subscribes for The
Progressive Thinker, will receive until
further orders the following lectures
comDbined in one paper:

1, “Christmas, Christ and the Cross,”
by Moses Hull. It is exceedingly valu-
able, It s & mine of instructive infor-
matlon. ‘e facts presented are worth
to any thinker at feast one dollar.

2. “The World's Parliament of Relig-
jon.”  An address by Mrs. Cora L. V.
Richmond. This address gives the “Re-
ligious Aspect’ of our cause; also {he
“Philosophical Axpeet,” and the “Phe-
nomennl Aspect,” followed by a “Re-
sume of its Work and Influence.” This
address should be read and re-read by
every thoughtful Spirftunlist,

4. »Trail of the Serpent—Landmarks
of Rowan Catholicism in History.,” By
A. M., Griffen, No oue on this earth 1o-
day is better posted than Mr. Griffen in
regard to the deep-seated corruption in
the Catholic church. His views will
not only interest you, but they will ap-
pall you with thelr showing of cruelty
and perfidy. This article alone Is well
worth a  year's subscription to the
paper.

4, A Ritual—Spiritnal Funeral Serv-
fee,” by Huwdson and Emma Rood Tut-
tle, This Is what ity title implies, diree-
tions for conducting a funeral where it
is impossible to secure a desirable per-
son (o ofliclate. The scutimedts  are
pathetic, philosophical avd cloquent re.
minders of the beauty of the change
called death. It should be in every
family. ready for any ecmergency,

H. ~Lvolution aud Revolution,” un
address by that master mind, Hon.
AL B Frencly, of Clyde, Ohio. A most
clogquent, thoughtful discourse, by one
who is not excelled as an orator and
profound thinker. It is a mine of val-
uable information,

Besides the above, there are other
valuable and instructive articles, Al
combived this is the most remarkable
paper ever jssued from the Spiritugl-
istic press. It will aftord you mental
food for retlieetion during the fall aud
winter months. It will be sent forth
free to every yearly and trial sub-
scriber. Not only  will every  yearly
subscriber get the above paper when
they send in their subseription, hut hy
sending 20 cents in addition (which
pays for postage and mailing they will
get Art Magic, a most valuable book.,
It is elegantly hound, nicely printed,
and js an ornament 1o any center table,
What we offer to every yearly sub-
seriber to The  Progressive Thinker
who sends §1.20: Fifiy-two numbers of
the paper; oue paper containing the
above attraciions, invaluable to every
reflective mind, and Art Magic, a single
copy of which has been sold Tor $25,

You who caunot seud in one dollar for
the paper, send 20 cents for a three
months' subscription, Keep in touch
with the great Splritual movement,

On account of pressure on our col
umns, occasioned by the discussion of
important questions in counection with
the N. 8. A, the Message from Spirit
Charles Dickens, and the series of ar-
ticles by Moses Hull will not appear un-
til about the first of November,

Washington Excursion.

If you are intending to go to Wash-
fugton, D). C,, with the party leaving
Boston Oct. 16, be sure to order your
tickets ahead so that your room can be
secured at the hotel. No ticket will be
sold on the train unless ordered in ad-
vanee, Remewber we {ravel in special
cars, via Royal Blue Liue, and to be
with the party you must order your
ticket. J. B. HA'TCH. Tr.

Manager of Party.

“The Molecular Hypotbesis of Ng. .
tare.” By Prof. Wm. M. Lockwood,
Prof. I,ockwood is recognized as ope of .
the ablest lecturers on the spiritual rog- -
trum. 1n this little volume he presents -
{n succinct form the substance of hig
Jectures on the Molecular Hypothesig
of Nature; and presents his views ag
demonstratiug a scieutific basis of Spir.
itualism. The book is commended to
all who love to study and think. For
mle at this ofice. Frice 25 cents,

*The Untverse.” What Force Is
The Beginning of Creation. What Mat-
ter Is.-'The Creation of the Earth,
The Beginning of Life. Immortality,
The Substance of Its Environments, .
Psychic Sclence.” What the “Soul of
Things" Is. Song of Psyeche: A pamph-
let by L. M. Rose. Contains 71 pages of -
interesting ‘matter. Price 25 cents, For
sale at this office. o o
The Brotherhood of Man, and What
Follows -from . It, Two _lectures. - By -
Mre. Maria M. King. Price reduceg

) grom 25 cents to 20 centa, :

ent Issue of The Progressive Thinker, . -
as printed at the top of the first page, ™

1f this number cor- -
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WRITE PLAINLY.

"We would like to impress upon the
1inds of our correspondenis that The
Progressive Thinker is set up oun 8
Linotype machine that must make
"gpeed equal to about four compositors.
Chat means rapid worlk, and it Is esscn-
. tial that all copy, to insure insertion in
the paper, all other requirements being
tavorable, should be written Wwith ink
on - white paper, or with a typewriter,
and on only one side of the paper. 1t
you are not a fairly good Dlenlllﬂﬂ.
please have your communications
.copled by some one who is, and oblige
The Progressive Thinker. =

- CONTRIBUTORS:—Each contributor

ig alone responsible for any assertions

or statements he may make. The edilor
" nllows this freedom of expressiol, b0:
" Heving that the cause of truth can be
" best subserved thereby. Many of the
gentiments uttered in an article mny be
Alametrically opposed to his bellef, yet
" “that Is no reason why they should be
" guppressed. No one person has the
"“whole truth, hence kindly feelings
*should always be entertained for those
.who differ from you.

a
YYYY

Mrs. M. H. Wallis has been working
and lecturing during Septewber in To-
ronto, Hamilton and Loudon, Outm:!o,
in Deiroit and Battle Creek, holding

- garlor and public meetings. Mrs. Wal-
lis s now in Chicago, and will be
pleased 1o hear from societies dosiying
her services for cither week evenings
or Sundays during October or in the
sarly months of 1869, and can be ad-
“Jressed care of Prof, W. Yates, (3d and
Stewart ave., Englewood, 111 Mr, E. W.
Wallis has been lecturing successfully
“in varlous cities in Canada during Sep-
iember, and has now returned Bast to
“#11 his engagements for October at Nor-
“wieh, Conn.speaking at Buffalo, Roch-
ester and Waverly on his way.
. Mrs. Eva Payne IHopkins would like
“to correspond with Spiritualist societies
i regard to engagements for the com-
‘ing season. Terms moderate. Address
at 421 E. LExchange street, Owosso,
Mich,
" Dr. H. C. Andrews, inspirational
- speaker, of Michigan, gave a lecture at
~the U. B. Church at Americus, Ind,
- Friday evening, September 23, and also
‘ pn September 16. He was greeted with
a large audience. He lectured from
“subjects given from the audience, clos-
- ing each lecture with platform tests and
‘poetic {nspirations. 1le has done great
‘work in that vicinity.
Milo R. Smith writes: “I am, indeed,
- surprised to see so many schemes to get
‘money out of the pockets of Spiritual-
“18ts. A true Spiritualist has all he can
“ svell do to aid those around him. On
-gvery hand he meets “God's poor,” and
when be has learned well the lesson
“_that “charity bLegins at howme,” he bhas
“all he can do. Spiritualists, as a rule,
‘are not rich. Iudeed, “per cent” is not
a part of the nature of those who seek
to comprehend Spiritualism in all its
" grandeur.”
i he resigpation of Mrs. Frances A.
‘Slhieldon as president of the State Spirit-
~nalist Association of Washington, under
: she N. 8. A., has heen accepted, and any
sommunication regarding said organiza-
"-ifon in the future should be addressed
(0. Mrs. Lillian S. Nagell, president,
D47y Tacoma avenue, Tacoms, Wash.,
o BEsther Thomas, secretary, 2003 Sec-
cnd avenue, Seattle, Wash.

Mrs. Florence Bailey writes: “A lady
friend was asking me what good in
Spiritualism. I told her it stands us in

“band to do what is right: if we do not.
we will have our wrong doings to an-
swer for ourselves. Orthodoxy teaches,

.po matter what you do, you can fall

;i down on your knees seventy times

. seven In one day, aud ask Jesus to for-
give you, and the sin is a1l wiped out.
Our loved onez are just as dear to us
when they have passed over as when
here.”

. E. W. Sprague 1s now doing excellent

cgervice at Lansing, Mich, He lectures
week days at the near-by towns.

“Mr. George A. Letford, the exceed-
ingly clever representative of Messrs.
H. E. Bucklen & Co., of Chicago, pro-
orietors of King's New Discovery, ar-
rived in.the city last night and is a
guest at the Orton. Mr. Letford visits
our city about once a year, hence his
visits, like the augels’, are appreciated.
He Is a.warm adherent of Spiritualism
and ‘is kitown the world over as the
#Dyaummer Medinm,” from bis wonder-
ml gifts as’a Spiritualistic’ mediunm:
His ability to read pnopened letters and
‘describe unknown parties by placing &
finger o their-signatures, is well known
to bis many friends. lhere. Since his
visit hete last October he has traversed
the greater part of this broad land of
ours, ' In addition ‘to his ability as a

mediym, Mr. Letford is one of the most
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suceessful  salesmen on the road.—
Wilmington, N. C., Dispateh.

Will J. Erwood writes: “Beipg con-
fined to my bLed I am forced to read
and write at intervals. 1 really believe
the good things in your paper have been
of more benefit to me than the med-
icine I have been taking. 1 like the
idea of Moses 11ull that our Spiritual
lecturers should Lecome teachers in re-
ality, giving to their audiences only that
which they know to be gctual facts.
We are not placed on carth merely as
figurcheads, but to gain experience that
can ounly be obtained Dby passing
through the conditions and elements
surrounding this sphere, and we alone
are responsible for the progress we
make. The majority of our speakers,
mediums and Spiritualists have been
for many years decrying the orthodox
fraternity for trying to shoulder all the
burden of their sin upon the Nazaréne,
and then Dbave comunitted practically
the same offense by endeavoring to
cast the weight of their own folly upon
the shoulders of decarnated intelli-
gences.”

John O’Neil writes from Seattle,
Waslh: “Mrs. Loe 18, Prior, missionary
of the N. 8. A,, is an excellent organizer.
Through her effort our society has be-
come a branch of the National, The
appeal she made (o the people regarding
the benefits of organization brought in
a special collection for the N, 8. A, Her
lectures were inspiring, while her test
work was genuine and convincing, She
ordained four mediums whjle here: Dr,
G. E. Chesbrough, Mrs. Maud Ches-
brough, Mrs. 8. J. Lenout, and Mrs.
Lena 1. Gifford. As a society we feel
that we cannot be too careful whom we
ordain, and we are glad to know that
the National advocates this. The above
named candidates having been long res- |
idents of this city, are held in high re-
spect as mediws,  Dr, Chesbrough and
wife have served this soclety in a highly
creditable and satisfactory manner
since its inception, and we have had a
chance to know that Mrs, Chesbrough’s
tests have proved accurate, As a so-
clety we tendered Mrs. Prior a vote of
thanks for her services.”

J. C. F. Grumbine opens his class
work in the College of Psychical Sci-
ences for unfoldment of all spiritual
gifts and powers, Tuesday at 3 and 8
p. m,, October 4, at flat 3, 3960 Langley
avenue, Chicago. A special course for
afternoon and evening.

S. E. Anderson writes from Spokane,
Wash.: “We had Mrs. IFrances A. Shel-
don, from Chehalls, Wash., with us for
five Sundays, and we have listened to
some very fine and able lectures. She
occupied the pulpit in the Unitarian
Church. She is a fine lecturer and very
spiritual of the right type. We bave
been trying to organize a church here
and I think we will succeed all right,
The people are waking up here,”

Frank T. Ripley has jﬁst finished a
successful engagement at South Bend.
lud. He commences a month's engage-
ment next Sunday at Baraboo, Wis.

Mrs. In@ia Iill writes: “I find Spirit-
ualists as a rule depend largely upon
the information they gain from spirits
through the different mediums avail-
able, whethier or not the spirit or me-
dium has gained that height of self-de-
velopment so as to be able-to elucidate
the higher philosophy of spiritual life.
It is high time that we as a people get
beyond the primary grade of Spiritual-
ism, and enter into the realm of mind
and there discover that we are spirits
here and now, endowed with all the pos-
sibilities of the disembodied, and that
we can only come in touch with the
more advanced spirits by reaching out-
ward and upward and meeting them
upon a higher plane. I most beartily
agree with Brother Moses Hull in hix
statement that Spiritualism should be
more educational, hence I would advise
all to read The Progressive Thinker,
the best spiritual paper in the world.
and be in touch with some of the ad-
vanced thinkers of this age who con-
tribute to its columns; then we shall in-
deed be a progressive people, and we
will grow in at-one-ment with the hosts
of advanced spirits who are striving to
free man from the sin of ignorance and
undeveloped spirituality, and the ery-
ing needs of humanity will be supplied
from thie great fountain of everlasting
{ruth.”

Della Rlatt writes from Battle Creek.
Alieh.: “The people of Battle Creek
were highly favored in having with
them Mrs. M. I, Wallis, of London and
Manchester, Eng., ‘Sunday afternoon
and evening, September 25. The lec-
tures were very Instructive and inter-
esting and were listened to by a large
and appreciative audience.: She also
gave two parlor meetings, and gives
fine -clairvoyant descriptions at the
close of each meeting. ‘She will be sure
of a cordial welcome should she ever

visit e again,” -~

:Mrs. ‘Mattie Thorn, of: L A
‘Cal., writes: “I' wag for a number of
years 2 member of the Salvation Army,
but somehow I was never really satis-
fied' in my soul.  ‘About a year ago the
scales fell from my eyes” and 1 came
out into the glorious light of Spiritual-
fsm. The members of the Salvation
Army have a favorite chorus they sing
a great deal, and as I am not satisfied
to sing the words as they sing them,
the thought came to me bhow much
more beautiful it would be to make ouy
petitions to those loved spirits who have
gong before. I have read Ghost Land,
and think it is a wonderfully grand
book, and am now looking forward with
great pleasure to the reading of Art
Magie.”

J. A. Atwood writes from Hamilton,
Ontario, speaking in high terms of the
lectures given there by M. and Mis. X.
W. Wallis.

Alfred Craven writes: ‘“I'wo weeks
ago my subscription ran out and I have
been positively lost without your valu-
able paper. It is indeed a welcome vis-
itor. Your feartessness and bold stand
for the truth, and your unbiased judg-
ment have rvendered your puaper the
foremost in the special field which it
represents.”

George W. Walrond, trance and in-
spirational lecturer, opened his Sunday
evening services in the Opera House
Block, Curtis street, Denver, Colo., on
the first Sunday in September, with a
large audience, which las grown in
numbers and interest with each suc-
ceeding Sunday service. His occult and
developing classes on Tuesdays and
Iridays are largely attended. Three
years steady, persistent work in Colo-
rado has enabled Mr. Walrond to be-
come the one recognized authority and
teacher of psychic and occult sclence in
the West:

Dr. Carlos Wright, who has been on
a bicycle tour through South Dakota,
Wyoming, Montana and the Yellow-
stone Natlonal Park, is now in Idaho on
his way to Salt Lake City, where le
hopes to find an opening for developing
classes, in which work his spirit guides
have had wonderful success.

There will be a Spiritualists’ parlor
meeting every Sunday evening at 8
o'clock at No. 9 N. Carpenter street, at
the home of Dr, E. H. Gammon,

Miss Ethel Hodge has removed to
37561 Langley avenue, and holds seances
on Wednesday and Ifriday evenings,

| and Saturday at 2 o'clock.

The Spiritual Home will give a bene-
fit hop at the Auditorium Theatre, 77
31st street, South Side, Tuesday even-
ing, October 11, Excellent music. Re-
freshments served. Tickets, b0 cents a
couple. Public cordially invited.

Mrs. Horine writes: “The Spiritualist’
Home and Aid Building bas been se-
cured by the Ladies’ Aid and Home So-
clety, at 3208 Prairie avenue, one block
from Indiana and 31st street car lines.
Beautiful location, five or six Dblocks
from lake shore. A four-story brick,
supplied with good lght, heating ar-
rangements and water, furnace bheat.
We ask all who can to assist in furnish-
ing with chairs, tables, carpets, beds,
d.shes or money in small or large
amounts, Those desiring 1o contribute,
address Mrs. C. H. Horine, 508 $4th
Place, Chicago, and you can be advised
wlhere and when to send.”

Mrs. Virginie Barrett is at present
holding meetings in Toronto, Ont., with
good reswsts, She is open for engage-
ments after October to serve and organ-
ize in States or Canada. Terms reason-
able. Persons or socleties please ad-
dress lher at 372 . King street, W, Toron-
to, Ont., Canada.

Mrs. M. E. Kratz is now holding meet-
ings in Haundel Building, room 518,

Correspondent writes: “Mrs, 8. Au-
gusta Armstrong, of Buffalo, N. Y., re-
celved a large and select party of
friends at her pleasant home, Tuesday
evening, September 27, the guest of
honor being Mr. I W. Wallis, of Eng-
land, who entertained the compauy
with a short and interesting address on
the ‘I’'bilosophy of Spiritual (iifts,” fol-
lowed by psychometrie rundmjs, all of
which was highly appreciated.  With
the musie, the perfume of potted plants
and a profusion of cut flowers, inter-
and stripes, a Cuban flag, the ﬂxi(i;' of
Great Britaln, with many others, is it
any wonder that Inspiration pure and
true, came with ease and cloguence
from the speaker's lips? May le ever
have sueh beautiful surroundings along
his path of lite, is my earnest wish.”

Murs. M. J. Crilly, the lecturer and test
medium, is now located at No. 3 Gran-
than street, Allegheny, Pa,

E. W. Sprague s engaged at Lansing,
Mich,, to lecture and give tests; ulso
visits adjacent towns and holds meet-
ings. Mr. Sprague writes: "We were at
Dansville last Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, and held three meetings,
the most enthusiastic and best attended
since the camp-meetings. It is a town
of 700 or 800 population, and we had
the rink pretty well filled. One night
there were 550 people out to lhiear us.
Perfect order prevailed,  One man re-
marked, ‘you could hear a pin drop,’
all were so absorbed in the lecture.
We have been to Bellevue, Charlotte,
Pottersville, Dansville and Hastings,
and have held ten meetings besides our
regular three meetings each week in
LanS§ing, and we think this is pretty
good work for September., The people
hear us gladly, and they are accepting
the 1ruth as fast as they understand it.”

L. W. Van Dyke writes from Denver.
Col.: “There has been but little concert
of action in an organized way to push
Spiritualism in Colorado during the
past year. Now that the summer has
passed with its vacations, the first indi-
cations point 1o an active work. Con-
siderable interest is being manifested
and people show they are ready for act-
ive educational work. Prof. Walrond
has resumed his Sunday night ipeetings
and the attendance is Letter than the
start last fall. He is making arrange-
ments for a larger hall than he had last
season. His occult meetings twice a
week for study and unfoldment are
well attended and the general outlook
is for an active winter's educational
work in progressive lines. Mrs. Bedell,
the N. 8. A. missionary, is arranging for
a hall to commence an active winter's
work. Other mediums and people of
progressive thought are arraniing their
work. From visiting among the Theos-
ophists, Divine and Christian Scientists
and others there seems to be a renewed
interest in all lines of progressive
thought.”

) Correspondent writes: “The Spiritual
Society of Buffalo, N. Y., had the pleas-
ure of listening to Mrs. 8. Augusta
Armsfrong, Sunday, September 25, at

spersed with the ever beautiful stars
-4

. our afternoon and evening meetings.

Her address delivered in the evening,
‘Keep the Beacon Lights Turning,’ was
a touching and earnest appeal to all for
earnest work. Our soclety is starting
out well in its winter's labors and we
hope to bring comfort to many along
“the way.” ]

+ Julia Steelman Mitchell, husband and
family. have permanently located -at
North Evanston, 111, No. 2328 Hartzell
avenue. Mrs. Mitchell has open dates
for- 1808 and '99. She Is at home for a
few weeks and will engage to give se-
ances to sclentists for -their Investiga-
tion of psychic phenomena, or in the
homes of skeptics or investigators, who
_may be reached within a day’s irayel
s e R

“of: ‘Los -Angeles, |

_ Dr. N. F. Ravlin has become president
of the Psychoputh}c
man Institute, eorngy Wabash avenue
and 28th street, and resides at the
Woodstock Hotel, flai 64, where his cor-
respondents will please address him.
The roowms of the Iustitute are located
ol the first floor of ,this magnificent ho-
tel, fronting on Walbgish avenue.

From Tke Freathinker, Lon-
don, England,

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM.

Eighteen hundred and ninety-eight
years ago, If we are to believe the gos-
pel, a number of astrologers came from
a wild region called “the east” to Judea.
They were led thither by a wonderful
star, which apparently accommodated
itself to thelr rate of locomotion, and
descended low enough to journey vis-
ibly over the earth’s surface. This bit
of celestial pyrotechny was of course
the star of some great person’s nativity,
and on arriving at a house in Beth-
lehem, over which it rested, they
learned that an uncrowned and un-
anointed Xing of the Jews had Just
been born in a stable and was cradled
in a manger. After giving him the pres-
ents they had considerately brought
with them, they retwined to “the east,”
and were never heard of afterwards,
What is still more curious, they were
never mentioned in the whole course of
that wonderful child’s career, although
thelr visit to Bethlehem, and the sub-
sequent massacre of the innocents,
should have kept them fresh in the
memory of every inhabitant of Pal-
estine.

It is also recorded in

THE NEW TESTAMENT

that the birth of this wonderful child
wias wmarked by the appearance of
angels to some nameless shepherds in
an unknown place. These angelic yis-
ftors proclaimed peace on earth and
good will towards men, or peace among
the restricted clauss of men in whom the
Lord “is well pleased,” as the Revised
Version expresses it,

Accordingly, it has been the

CUSTOM OI* CHRISTIAN

scribes and preacher to celebrate the
astral herald of Christ’s nativity as the
morning star of a new day. Every fresh
Christmas sees this threadhare theme
new-worn. Pulpiteers and pious jour-
nalists expatiated ad mauseam on the
fmmorality and brutality of pre-Cliris-
tian civilization, and the goodness and
tenderness which have gradually erept
over the world as Christianity has ad-
vanced. Fortunately for these profes-
slonal apologists, they can presume on
the most utter ‘gnorance of their read-
ers and hearers, aitd, neglecting history
and the logic of facts, they are able to
givea ;

FREE REIN TQ THEIR CHEAP
and tawdry rhetorie. Nor does it in the
least interfere with. their periodical
jubilations that while they praise their
perfect system, which has had eighteen
centuries to produce its perfect fruit,
they are obliged to bewail the ghastly
diseases of Christian vivilization; its
ehronie pauperism, its rampant vices,
its widespread drunkenness, its crimi-
nality, its costly military systems, out-
vieing anything which even

ROME EVER WITNESSED

and the frightful gecale of its wars, as
well of its warlike preparations, whiclh
are astrange commentary on the gospel
of peace, True, there are some dis-
sonant voices in this  well-practiced
chorus, but they are pearly lost in the
swelling volume of sound. A Shelley
sings of “the Galilean serpent,” and a
Swinburne of “the polson of the cru-
cifix.” Such voices, however, are only
audible to diseriminating ears, and so
the sweet songsters of orthodoxy keep
the concert pretty much to themselves,

Glancing back over efghteen centuries
of listory with a free and fearless eye,
who can truthfully assert that

THE STAR OIF BETHLEHEM
was the herald of a better day? It is
quite obvious to the candid student that
Christianity wroxght no practical im-
provement on the great body of the
Roman Empire, either before or after
it secured the patronage of Constantine.
The early Christian enmperors were not
a whit more moral than the pagan
Caesars. They were simply pale copies
of great originals; and if their vices
were less flugrant and monstrous than
those of a Nero or 2 Caligula, their vir-
tues were lnxignificant beside those of
an Augustus or an Antoninus. Nor is it
easy 1o se in what respect the glad-
fatorial shows at Rome were worse
than the faction-ights at Constant.-
nople, Still less is it easy to ece how the
the burning and torturing of Christians
by pagans were any worse than the
burnings and mrtnrfngs of heretics by
their fellow Christians,

Intellectually, Christianity
substituted a new and

VIGOROTUS SUPERSTITION

for an old and dying one, which was
gradually being supplanted among the
educated classes by a prudent, though
spirited, philosopuy. The gods of Olym
pus gave place to the Trinity and the
Devil, who wielded all the arbitrary
power of their predecessors without ex-
hibiting any of their grace or bonhomie.
The national religions succumbed to one
of universal pretensions, and their spirit
of mutual toleration was succeeded by
a malignant fapaticisin which regarded
every difference of opinion as a crime.
And while the national religions were
always more or less subservient to tem-
poral welfare, the new religion dwarfed
this world into the mere vestibule of
heaven or hell. .

Borrowing the bigotry of Judaism,
exalting falth as, the supreme virtue,
and denouncing unbelief

AS THE BLACKEST SIN,

Christianity did its best to obscure and
degrade morality. At the same time it
arrested intellectual Pprogress, which
always follows méntal dissatisfaction
and the restless spirit of inguiry. The
proof of this can be given in a sentence,
During six or seven centuries of undis-
puted supremacy Chrigtianity could not
point to a single new discovery in sci-
ence, or {0 a single new book of the
least importance to ‘literature, What
mo

merely

re
DAMNING IMPEACHMENT

than this could be conceived? Nor can
it be answered by pointing to what
Christendom has since produced, for
there was no sign of improvement untii
Arabian science flashed its light upon
the darkness of Europe. Even then the
church intercepted its rays as far as
possible, and she might have succeeded
in restoring.the old darkness had it not
DLeen for the Renaissance, which was
simply the revelation of the classic art,
literature, and philosophy of Greece and
Rome, and the political reconstruction
‘of Burope, which, by inducing quarrels
between princes and popes, led to the
so-called Reformation. -
Since the Reformation the progress of
Europe has been wonderful, but it
HAS NOT BEEN INSPIRED

by Christianity. The. leading minds in
every branch of intellectual activity

“Have begn gecounted heretles b

and Electro-Ther-

own generation, and the neater we ap-

proach to.our own day the more distinet:

is the line of separation between the
churches and the great discoverers and
thinkers. It is now impossible to give
an accurate list of the chief scientists
and writers In Christendom without in-
cluding three skeptics for every be-
liever.

But while the progressive movement
is wholly inspired by skepticism, and
mainly
CONDUCTED BY FREETHINKERS,
thie government, that is the organized
forces of soclety, is in tlie hands of or-
thodoxy, which rules in our legislative
halls, our courts of justice, our universi-
ties, our schools, and in every depart-

‘ment of the public service. Obviously,

therefore, it is orthodoxy that must bear
the respousibility for the chronic evils
and the low tone of society. Let us
look into these phenomena and see
what that responsibility amounts to.

What has the Gospel of Peace brought
us t0? Eurepe lhas now more than

TEN TIMES AS MANY SOLDIERS

as sufficed to preserve the peace and in-
tegrity of the Roman Empire when it
was surrounded by hostile and pre-
datory barbarians, Europe is,

IN FACT, AN ARMEDR QA‘MP,

not for the repulsion of barbariaps, but
for internecine war among Christian
states, After eighteen centuries of the
Gospel of Peace, Christendom is dark-
ened by the shadow of the sword, and
the highest lionors are pald to success-
ful generals who are skilled in the art
of slaughter,

Treating men as a spiritual instead of
a material entity, Christianity has no
remedy for the vices it perfunctorily
reprobates. Drunkenness

IS NOT DIMINISHED

by sermons, nor are the grosser forms
of vice lessened by unectuous texts,
while families crowd in single rooms,
while filth breeds fever, and pernicious
herding destroys modesty and self-
respect. Not by futile appeals to the
will, but by wise political and social
changes, can this state of things Dbe
altered. Christianity wastes its breath
in preaching “righteousness,” while
Freethought strives for practical re-
form, ’

Hypocrisy, which is

ONE OF THE MEANEST VICES,
is essentially a Christian produet. Or-
thodox travelers tell us that they find
very little of it in the heathen world,
but when- they return to Christendom
they find it circulating ‘in the very at-
mosphere. The reason of this melan-
choly fact is not remote. The evil is
entirely due to the exaltation of bellef
over conduet, and the erection of false
and impossible standards which are
openly revered and privately neglected.
Theophrastus gives us one Character of
a Hypocrite, and not a particulasly
offensive one, The lterature of Chris-
tendom gives us scores of the most dis-
gusting type, :

The benefits of Christianity appear In
the apologies of its professiopal cham-
plons,

ITS EVILS ARE WRITTEN LARGE

on the pages of impartial history. What
real good has it ever achieved? Deny
it the right to approprate ail the im-
provement of the secular intellect and
the natural growil of humanity, and
how much has it to boast of its own?
But the miseries it has inflicted on man-
kind are appalling in their magnitude
and number, It has shed oceans of
Dblood, and bitter tears have rolled from
myriads of eyes under its iron tyrauny.
It closed every thinker's lips. It kept
men in darkness and slavery. It made
men bow at the foot of the altar and the
throne. It preached poverty to the
poor and ook its share of the wealth of
the rich. It invented the raclk, the
thumbscerew, and the wheel. It illus-
trated its love of man with the flames
of a thousand stakes. It has been a
curse rather than a blessing. And its
star of Bethlehem was not the herakl of
a glad new day, but the portent of a
long and dismal and disastrous night,

FAREWELL

Ordinatic;n at the Church of
the Soal.

Sunday, September 25, brought to a
close for the present, the ministrations
of Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond to her
own people of the Church of the Soul.

liandel Hall was again packed with
an audience who manifested their ap-
preciation by the spell-bound attitude
in which all sat during nearly three
hours of service.

After the usual cloquent discourse,
the guides proceeded to the service of
ordination, Mr. Chas. M. Wellington be-
ing the first recipient of this sacred rite.
After explaining the nature of the cere-
mony, and also that this ordination had
not been sought by cither of those upon
whom it was {o be conferred, but by
the especial desire of the guides them-
selves, these had been set apart to ald
in the promulgation of the principles of
the Churel of the Soul, and the bearing
forward of the truths upon which those
principles were founded. The council
of twelve, who with the trustees of the
churelh were seated upon the platform,
were asked if they knew of aught which
should debar the one before them from
receiving this rite of ordination? A re-
sponse in the negative was given, and
Mr. Wellington was asked and satisfac-
torily answered the usual questions
upon such an occasion, after which
came the declaration from the guides
that be was now a minister of the
Chureh of tbe Soul, and the blessings of
the Infinite was invoked upon the life
that had thus publicly been conse-
crated to the great work of breaking
the bread of life to hungry souls.

The other upon whom the choice of
the higher powers had fallen was Mrs,
Nettie Ashton, daughfer of the revered
ex-president and faithful stand-by of
the church, Dr. Lewis Bushnell. Frop
childhood, Mrs. Ashton has been a stu-
dent of the soul teachings of the guides,
and by her own inspiration of later
years, has proven her well qualified to
bear forward these truths.

She came upon the platform clad in
white ((as also was Mrs. Richmond),
the ordination dresses being patterned
from that now so well known; being al-
ways worn by Mrs. Richmond in ler
public work, and as the two stood hand
in hand in their spotless garments, the
one whose life from childhood had been
consecrated to this work, the other who
now for the first time was realizing the
fulfillment of a hope, the scene was at
once touching and impressive, and one
rhust indeed have been out of tune with
all spiritual things not to have felt the
holy Influence that pervaded the sane-
tuary. As:the words of love were pro-
nounced which consecrated that young
life that had grown up from childhood
in their midst, to the sacred -calling,
scarcely an eye could be seen that ‘was
not moist with tears of gladness. Im-
mediately following the ceremony,
twelve young ladies of the Sunday-
school (of which Mrs, Ashton has. so
long been superintendent), also clad in
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white, each bearing white carnations,
entered, and ranging themselves on
either side of the principal actors of the
scene, a beautifu) tableau of purity and
consecration was formed. These young
girls were the bearers of the congratu-
lations from the Sunday-school, which
were sweetly given by Miss Thornburg,
in a few well-chosen words, as also a
few words of loving farewell to Mrs.
Richmoud.

Thus ends the preclous month which
brought to us again our beloved pastor.
Its results have certainly shown that
there has been no weakening of the tie
that binds us as pastor and people.
Again we yleld to the pressure which
we caunot resist, and relinquish her
with sadness and regret, with, however,
added hope that ere long she may be
permanently restored to us.

The regular services of the Church of
the Soul will from this time be con-
tinued as usual. The work will be car-
ried forward by Mrs. Ashton as the pas-
tor's assistant, she being occasionally
aided by such lay members, as shall be
called upon to take their part in the
work of bearing forward the truths

which constitute the principles of the

Church of the Soul.
CAROLINE CATLIN,

THE NORTHWEST,

A Letter from Mrs. Loe. F.

Prior.

To the Editor:—Many months have
passed away since I have had the pleas-
ure of addressing you. As you well
know, for the past two years my work
has been confined to the south-land,
but failing health last June compelled
me to letve that field of labor for a

time. Turning my face westward and
breathing in the strong, fresh air that
is brought over the plains, it seemed to
me a new life had entered into my be-

ing ‘and I stepped upon old, familiar
ground with a joy in my heart that had
not been mine for a long thne. My first
labors were at the New Bra Camp-
Meeting, New Era, Oregon, of which
mention has been made in your paper.
From there I visited Salem, Oregon, and
spent two delightful weeks with my
friends, W. P. Williams and wife. I
then went to Seattle, Washington. It is
of the work and workers there that 1
desire to speak.

Spiritualismm has grown; it has spread
over g large field, The harvest s a rich
one, and in time that section of country
must recognize It, for it is already a fac-
tor that can never be destroyed.
years ago, when we left that Biate,
there was only oue Spiritual society:
upon our return, we find four., M.
Ada Foye has been doing excellent
work and is pastor for the Spiritualist
Society of Seattle, She needs no words
of praise or commendation from me, for
all who know ber kunow what her
work is,

Mrs. Esther Thomas is pastor of the

Cliurell of the Soul, and has also been
elected secretary of the State Associa-
tion,

Dr. Chesbro and his able wife, Maud
Chesbro, are working for the Spiritual-
ist Institute of Seattle, which has re-
cently been chartered by the N. 8. A,

Mr. and Mrs. Lovelet, of California,
have also Dbeen conducting services
there,

While in the city our services were
tendered the Spiritualist Institute So-
ciety. We delivered four lectures for
them and were called upon to perform
two ordination services, The first Sun-
day afternoon Dr. Chesbro and wite
received the hand of fellowship.
work has entitled them to this recog-
nition. On the last Sunday of our labor
in that city we were called upon to per-
form a similar service for Mrs. M. 8.
Lenont and Mrs. Lena Gifford. Mrs.
Lenont has been a worker for Bpirit-
ualism for many years, her labors being
mostly confined to tlie Northwest. The
past syyumer she spent several mooths
in Skagua, Alaska. where she taught
the truths of Spiritualism, ?nd no one
is more worthy of receiving he hand of
fellowship than she. Mrs, Gifford's
work has not been as extensive as Mrs.

Lenont’s, but is that which speaks of

truth at all times. She expects soon to
resume thie public work which she bas
been forced to abandon for the last fow
years. Our friends, Mrs. Ada Foye and
Mrs. Mell Spaulding, assisted in these
ordination services. The church was
Beautifully decorated with flowers, and
sweet strains of music filled the air as
the candidates entered. At the close of
the ordination service the Misses Spray
beautifully rendered “Only a Thin Veil
Between Us,” after which many who
were not Spiritualists flocked to the
platform and remarked that it was one
of the most solemn services they bad
ever witnessed.

While doing our missionary work in
the State of Washington we were called
upen to visit Snohomish, about seventy-
five miles from Seattle, where we found
a great many earnest, true Spiritualists
working to advance the cause. We also
visited Edmonds, about twenty miles
from Seattle, on Puget Sound, where
again we met with many faithful ones.
The only regret we have in leaving the
State of Washington is that we could
not remain longer, for there is much
work to be done there.

From here we go to San Diego, Cal.,
where we expect to be for the next
three months.

MRS. LOE F. PRIOR.

“Religion a8 Revealed by the Mate
rial and Spiritual Universe. By E. D.
Babbitt, M. D., LL.D.” A compact
and comprehensive view of the sub-
ject;- philosophic, historie, analytical
and critical; facts and daja needed by
every stadent and especially by every
Spiritualist. "One of the very best
books- on - the subject. Price, rediced
to $1, cloth; paper, 60 cents. For sale
at this office. - : o

“The World Beautiful” By'Lilian

IWhiting. Most excellent in their high‘

and elevating spirituality of thought.
Series 1, 2, and 3, each complete in it-
gelf, Price, cloth, $1 per volume. For
sale at this office, o :
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VICTORIA,

Spiritualism in British Co=
lumbia. -
-‘.." ." H

There is & spiritual awakening in this
section of the globe as well aselsewhere,
We have had to put up with a great
deal of trash purporting to be Spiritual-
ism, in cofisequence of which our cause
here has been dragged down 1o such an
extent that mediums, whether true or
false, have been notitied by officers of
the law to move on or be prosecuteds
The Brockway fumily made their ap-
pearance here about six weeks ago, and
there was un interest wanifested by
many to have them remain in the city,
but they refused to do so if there wag
any law which they would violate. Mr.
Maynard, an ardent Spiritualist, called
upon the officers of the law, and they,
said if the Brockways were honorable
people they would pot be interfered
with, and 1 am pleased 1o say there hag
been wpo “blue papers” served upon
them, as has heretofore been doue to
several wediums, and never hefore hué
Victoria bad such an awakening to @
realization that our friends who have
passed through the veil, can und do res
turn and communicate,

P'rior to the coming of the Brockways
our city papers seemed to take delight
in deriding the truths of Spiritualism,
but now a different feeling prevails,

I have been somewhat skeptical of
independent  slate-writing, having had
sittings with mediums who were not
satisfactory on account of the slates
being in their possession. When they:
were out of my sight or possession, i€
left a doubt in my mind. Having heard
s0 much of the writing given through
Mrs. Brockway, I concluded to go, and
if possible have my mind set at rest omy
that point. 1 was particular not to let
the slates (my own) go from my hands,
Mrs. B, just touching with her fingers
the tops of them. They were on the
table all the time, and 1 had a tirm grip
upon them with Loth hauds. In a few,
moments writing counld be heard dis-
tinetly going on between the two slates.
Upon opening them they were found to|
Le written full, there heing W08 wordg!
upon the two inside surfaces, with full:
names signed. While all the messages
were of a convineing character, one was
more so than the rest, i

I have been among the Indians of the
Northwest  for the past twenty-five
years, While prospecting in the moun-
tains in 1880, one day when I was going
up a deep guleb I came neross an Indian
lying unconscious on the ground. I
used every effort at hand to restore him,
and succeeded. Being conversant witl
Iis language, 1 learned he was on the
slde of the mountain and the earth and
rocks slid, earrying him down ahout
100 feet. In after years we became
great friends. At one time he saved
me from drowning, He passed on aboug
five years ago by the accidental dis-
charge of his rifle, In my sitting witly
Mrs. Brockway, on the under surface of
the slates next to the table, wis a mes-
sage written by this Indian in his own
language, which T am able to read, give
ing incldents which no one but himself
and myselt knew,

I am acquainted with a lady (for
special reason I do not give her name)y
whose husband has been in Alaska for
three years, leaving his wife and three
children without means of support. She
had not heard of him for two years and
had began to mourn him as dead. I
sent her to Mrs. Brockway's son Charlie
for a sitting. Indian George, my spirit
friend, came to the medium, told the
lady to Le of good cheer: her hushand
was well and getting lots of gold, and
he had sent a letter and some gold to
her by a man coming down. He gave
a description of the man. In ten days
afterwards the lady beard a knock at
her door, and upon opening it the oune
deseribed by Indian George stood be-
fore her. She immediately recognized
him from the deseription given her, He
had just come down from Dawson, and
handed ber a letter and $500 in gold,

J. AL WATTS, |

A TrueTestimony.

To the Editor:—I send this true and
wonderful demonstration of the returw
of my dear brother, who passed to the
spirit side ten years ago next montly,
while at Mukwonego, Wis, This sum-
mer, I went to my room: it being late,
I neglected to take a drink of water. T
was alone in my room. I awoke about
one o'clock, very thirsty. I became very
wakeful, could not sleep, 1 was so
thirsty, As I lay there, all of a sudden
there came over me a misty blue color,
like smoke, and I looked and there
came my Dbrother holding a glass of
clear water ip his bhand, reaching it outi
to me. He was smiling, and placed the
glass to my lips. I drank the water; iti
was npatural as at any time of my
drinking water. I was not afraid. He
said when he took the glass from my;
mouth: “Now, dear sister, you will
thirst no more.” He was g0 natural ag
he left me; he bheld his hand up and
waved it, and I watched him as long as
ihe eye could sec but a epeck. Oh, what
joy it gave me, my dear arisen brother.
1 was thirsty and le gave me drinks
Let the dear ones come to us, let us not’
be afraid. It s the truth that makes
us free.

myself and brother will feel gratified
in this truthful and comforting demon-
stration of the return of spirit. The
body dies, the spirit liveth. "
MRS. J. LINDSEY. 4
Grand Rapids, Mich. g

“The Bridge Between Two YWorlds®
By Abby A. Judson. This book is deds

and their physical bodies with
universal nature and their souls withl
the higher intelligences, to come Intq:
cloger connection with the purer realmg
of the Spirit-World. It i8 written in the
sweet spiritual tone that characterizes
all -of Miss Judson's ‘literary works, l
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. .

Mediumship. A chapter of Experl;

10 cents,

I have related this to many knowing

fcated to all earnest souls who desire; -
by harmonizing thelr physical bodieg: : -

ences. By Mrs, Maria M, King. Prica
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