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 SOUL AND STARS

Thoughts on the Science of

.

, the Soul and the Stars.

D

'l‘HD HIGHEST GOAL OF
ATTAINMENDT.
There is a
Lkuown from time immemorinl, a science
thgt is shrouded In the obscmlty of the
ages; it is the science of the stars,
There is a religlon that has thrilled the
Learts of wen in every unation and in
every period, a religion that was
praised by those who built the pyra-
mids of lu;,yp( s plains; {t is the religion
of .the sout and the stars, There is a

HUMAN

bible that was read by the first parents

of our race, when they began their pil-
grimage on Bartl; a hible that will con-
trol the destiny of uations yel unborn,

‘and sing thelr funeral requiem when

tliey die: it is written in the heavens,
and hound in the blue of ethereal spuce,
where countless millions of suus speak
to vou in living letters of fire,

T'he planets of the solar system re-
volving in space, and throbbing with
energy aud live, continually change the
magnetic effect of the microcosmie enr-
rents, and are (he jinsiruments by which
the different s{reams are concentrated
into Individuality of existence—produc-
ing the diversity of foris in nature,
mid difference of individual clharacter.
A special vibhration, or magnetic polar-
ity, Is staped npon the plastic nature
of the ¢hild when the lungs hecome jn-
flated with the first magnetic hreath

L-of life, charged with vibrations of pow-

er aceording to the Influx of the stellar
vays ut that time,eyhich it w ill retain
(lmlu" its earthly (fnstcuco, or until
it gains the lmowlmlge and power of
will to rule the stars instead of blindly
obeying them.

In the still hours of night, go if you
will to some silent place, where no
sound is heard save the voice of the
stillness  broken by your own leart-
throbs, then gaze at the innumerable
stars moving with magical eqoilibrium
through endless space, and In the ten-

e der light shed from those distant orbs,
" sepl the ray that binds your soul to

them, and you will tind e way that
Jends. to God and immortality. It is
with the mystic key o1 the starry heav-
ens .that we unlock the door of the in-
ner temple of our existence. learn how

* the circle of being is kept in endless

miation tlirough all the depths of meas-
ureless space, ascertain our true rela-

. glon to thie nniversal law, and find the

hidden secrets of life and death.

Born of flume and clothed with the
s0il of earth, you are tosse® like a reed
by the converging rays of rushing
worlds.  But those w 1o know and un-
derstand the planetary waves as they
ebb and flow in the astral sea, can rise
with the eyelte wave as it nears the
erest, and pass to higher realms, while
those enslaved with  seltish thoughts
Awill fall with cach receding wave—souie
to rise no more. and some to grope
about until another wave of light flows
in to free their =ouls from bonds of
gense aud waft them  on to  golden
shores of peace,

The unity of Infinity is impencirable
and anknowable. We comprehend the
first emanation of this inconceivable
state as  Vibration. 'The outfowing
pulsations of creative spirit, dese oudm-'
in  curremts of Involution from the
realm of unmanifested heing into sue-
cossive grades of objective conditions
kpown as apimate and inanimate exist-
ence; and-again the inflowing pulsations
ascending in currents of Evolution, up
through all the stages of manifested
being, returping again to the formless
One, constitute the dnal motions of vi-
BHration whereby the pulseless silence
Dreaks into electro-magnetic waves of
eternal tone. Converging rays of the
great positive and negative foree of In-
finity create finite sparks, whereupon
the sgilent, formless  vold  scintillates
with lght, and the universe is filled
with countless suns and worlds that
pulsate. through the sea of love the
musie of the spheres,

Flashed from the bosom of Infinitude,
refracied rays—implanted in the womb
of tithe—are robed in finite  forms.
Phese embaodied rays, by circling spirals
through the v .nlo«‘ér ates of life. are
slowly 1)01mzod. 0 on the human
plane of consciousness the rays con-
verge around the central flame, where
for the first time the vibrations produce
fn the finite roul the prophetie instinet
of its divinity. As a finite unity the
Divine Igo in man bears the same re-
1ation to the positive and negative ele-

. ments ©of his microcosmic existence, as

the unity of Infinity is related to the in-
volution and cevolution of the macro-
cosm. The dual currems of creation
are hrought to a focus at the central
ray of his being, and when the po%ith‘
aud negative ulemont< exactly blend in
divine equipoise he hecomes the finite
expression of the masculine and femi-
nine rays. and such is a divine expres-
sion of Love and Wisdom. This is At-
one-ment with the Father. The finite
sonl is polarized to its divine center of
being and is In conscious rapport with
Deific vibration. The center governs
all. In the Macrocosm it is God, the
universal will, the spirit and source of
All, In the Microcosm it is Man, the
finite will. an infinx from the universal
fount of 4ife. As the will of the Macro-
cosm s creative, so the will of the
Microcosm, by controlling the dual
forees of existence may create from the
Juminous rays of Deific light a con-
crete form whose external polarity will
correspond exactly to the vibrations of
the indwelling life. When there is a
perfect polarity of all the individual
parts of the soul, vibrating in uaison

- with t)\irmuor mll the soul (form) and

spiritz.¥e) are united as one in-the im-
ape oftdod—a deathless ‘Ego, conscious

Cof individual immortality.

I'rom the onme Delfic_conter of Celes-
tml Love there emanates all the won-

~drous manifestations of the Loundless
“universe, and from the secret depths
.~ of every human soul -there rays forth

- t{he same creative life, '

“the objective plane of thought a eon-
geious recognition of Divine Truth..
- But this Deific light shines through the

"ynwakened soul in broken rays, divid-
..ing as the sunlight reflected {hrough the

nshlug upon

(Continued on page-7.)

sclence tliat has been

SUUTHLANI] ECHOES,

Thoughts and Notes from the
~ Land of Magnolias *
and Roses.

PROI,
FIELD — SPIRI'TUALISM" GROW-
ING IN THE SOUTH—NORTH AND
SOUTH COMPARED.

might be acceptable, and that my old
friends, who know of my love and de-
votion for the cause of Truth, would
be pleased to know that I have once
more entered the arena of ideas. 1
send you these scattered thoughts,

1°irst, let me say 1o ihe readers of The
P'rogressive Thinker, living in other
portions of the Unipn, that Spiritualism
is growing in the South, And “under
the bl)lc.l(lllll, vine and- tigtree” of
knowledge and wisdom, llw seeds of
apunun)ny are growing and thriving,
as they never have before.

In the second place, it is an encour-
aging omen, that minds who have be-
come vrestless and dissatisfied with
creeds nnd  dogmas, with  time-worn,
custom and ceremonianls, are seeking
here as elsewhere the gems of truth
and counsolation that Spiritualism pre-
senits, and more than this, they realize
the abnormal condition of former teach-
fngs, as methods of soul-growth, and
readily apd freely grasp the thoughts,
which our grand science, profound phi-
lesophy, and ever beautiful religion, of-
fers to creed-bound, priest-ridden, hun-
ary souls.

1n the third and last point of prescenta-
tion, let us notice the peculiar phases
of organic and psychal developuent of
the Southern mind as contrasted with
that of the borean eclimes. Having
lived in the South upwards of three
years, and studied somewhat the char-
acteristics of the people, 1 can spesk
sclentifically of what 1 have observed.
The warm and hot-house nature of our
climate follows the emotional; and in
this as js  well kuown, the religious
phases of life and belng are strongly
developed. Axa faet, 1 know the South-
ern people to be warm-hearted, hospita-
ble and well-ineaning, and notwithstand-
ing the eream of the intelligence, and
social fervor of this geographical point
of God's universe laid uwpon the altar of
the “Lost Cauge, precious lives—which,
according to organization, heredity, ac-
quisitions, und environments, was s
natural as was the desire of the North,
with its “conquering legions,” to re-es-
tablish the old “Stars and Stripes.” and
stamp forever under her feet the writh-
ing form of “harter in human flesh”—
the New South, Hke Phoenix from his
ashes, has arisen, rejuvenated and re-
vivitled—not for a thousand years, but
for historic ages to come,

Into this new Hlood has been infused
the electrical currents of o higher
thought and more divine wisdom. The
“sons  and  danghters” of the “Lost
Cuause,” are becoming unfolded in mind,
and soul-growth—with its powers of ex-

tsin, The emotional of the human is
taking on conditions of diviner motives
und  purposes; and hence Spiritualism
stands at the door of every home, and,
as thne grows on apaee, it finds its en-
trance Tuto open- souls. Its grand and
uruthful revelations never fail to bring
thelr commensurate proofs of the life
beyond!

Once more 1 have entered the field of
labor—have left wife and home, and
come to the beautiful eity of Atlanta,
Ga. 1 bave engaged with the Society of
Spiritual Science, for the coming sum-
wer, and hope to do a good work here,

The people ure open-hearted and free
to oxpress their opinions, and whether
in praise or denunciation it is the out-
flow of the rising spirit of the time. It
will be remiembered that from this his-
torie city Gen, Sherman began  his
menorable “Mareh to the Sea” Up-
wards of a quartér of a century has de-
veloped new hopes and aspirations.

Our society, though small in numbers,
having vegeived its charter from the
N. &, A, only about twelve months ago,
is Increasing in size and strength, and
wany of the hest people of the city are
becoming convineed of the “life beyond
the veil.” and are beginning to realize
1hat “death does not end all.” 1 inclose
a copy of our “Constitution and Ry-
Laws,” also one of our weekly pro-
grams.

We occupy the X, of P, Hall, corner
of Alabama and IForsythe streets. cen-
tral and easily acccessible by the excel-
fent street-car system of rapid transit.

In coming to this vineyard of laber,
I feel the exceeding weight of responst-
bility, devolving upon me; but know
tlat through the super-mundane help-
ers, who are ever ready to inspire with
words of wisdom and encouragement,
that we will succeed.

A number of mediums are in process
of development, who carry in their or-
ganisms, the prophecy of grand unfold-
ment. Thus, with (the philosophy to
point out and teach, and the phenomena
to demonstrate, there can be no such
thing as failure.

Dear readers of “The Progressive
Thinker”--*The Statue of Liberty En-
lightening the World"—we ask you to
send out your good thoughts for the
growth of Spiritualism in the South.
And any—who may Dbe drawn to the
“land of magnolias and roses,” either
through soaial . or business - relations,
will find weleome hearts to greet them
and the right -hand of fellowship ex-
tended 1o redeive them into this great
Brotherlrood of Man, and the' Kingdom
of-.heaven, we: are trying to establish
Pem on earth, i

Mrs. Prior, “hom I succeed did a
good work liere, and it-should. not pass
'unnonced Brother ‘Rowland E. "Web-
ster, & Kind-henrted, affable’ gentleman,

the  wheel, “with .
equally as intereeted in. the cause.
From time fo limg we shall write of
our work, and shall endeavor .to ip-
crease the circulation of the matchless
Progressive Thinker - in - this. growing
city of Truth and Religwm Yours for
the Caure of Man. .

- PROE. SIL&S ¥, I‘D\IC\"DQ

EDMUNDS AGAIN IN THE!

Thinking a few words from my pen

pansion is bursting the shell of creedal-

and a thorouﬂlhgoing Bpiritualist is at
notable; supporters,| <

EASTER \§ LILY DALE,

Mrs. Olara Watson Rlses o
the Occaslon. '

EXCDRPI‘S FROM HER FINE DIS-
COURSES—A FITTING SPIRITUAL
CELEBRATION OF EASTER.
There bas probably been no religious

observance of private community im-

port, in years, that has created among

our usually placid, easy-going citizens,
such universal interest and comment as
the Kaster service held in this valley of
the “sacred white lotus.” To be sure,
sollie yenvs ago, on the occasion of -Lily

Dale’s  first public anniversary of

Modern Spiritualism, there was con-

siderable ebullition in the keftle of ex-

pectation, and & much graver seething
in the eauldron of fruition,dueto a mis-

. apprehbension of ludlviduul gtatus with

some who participated in the exercises
and adornments of that oceasion; but
differences of opimon and schisms of
unity were gradually bridged oveyr by
Time's assuaging hand, and the regular
Anniversary of Modern Spiritualism at
the Dale has become a recognized insti-
tution, a landmark along the road of
spiritualistle faith to which the longing
eyes of our maldens and matrons, our
youths and patrlarchs turn  with-ex-
pectant, hopeful glanees, And not our-
selves alone, but very many of our ap-
preciative neighbors from adjoining
towns are learning that the “feast of
reason aixd How of soul” that abounds
upon our broad platform on these and
similar occasions, is something to be
looked forward to with interest, and en-
Joyed much in the partieipation.

But the presentation of this matter
of Iaster service, recognized as such,
which was promulgated and chaperoned
by a few of our elderly but wmirth-loving
citizens, who were supposed to be more
filled with the enthusiasmn of earthly
pleasure than the fervor of ecclesi-
astical plety, was a sort of conundrum
to many, especlally when it was learned
that the able but practical Mrs. Clarm
Watson of Jamestown had been chogen
to De the exponent of that oceasion; for
it is well known that this worthy lady
is very inconoclastic concerning clerieal
rites, canonfcal creeds,and ecclesiastical
dogmas in general,

I her auniversary address here of
March 28th, referring to the present
tendencey of many Spiritualists to follow
in the wake of orthodox forms and cus-
toms, she expressed herself with a
meabning smile, and naive glance to-
ward an ex-minister who sat at the rear
of the hall, as puzzled and somewhat
disturbed at the tendency of many
Spiritualists to run in orthodox grooves,
After working strepuously for uearly
fifty years 1o keep the orthodox God out
of the Constitution, and get the old,’
cramping Calvintstie creeds of siraight-
lnced Christianity out of the hearts and
heliefs of the people, it seenmed singular
to het that on the eve of this IMiftieth
Jubilee so many of our representatives
were struggling so earnestly to tug all
the old inxignia of the c¢hurch back into
the homes and heads of our common-
wealth, She seemed fo feel that it was
a  metaphorical  bramble-bush  of
“Mother Goose” order.

And so. on this Easter day, tiny rib-
bons of curiosity persisted in inserting
themselves teasingly among the ruf-
fles of our devotional caps, as we tiled
in singly and in groups, till the hall was
filled to over-flowing; for we were all
curious to know how she would deal
with this canonical habe of the resur-
rection, this paschal feast day of an-
clont Semitie origin. We are told that
thie lady herself was non-plussed for a
moment upon receiving the invitation
to give this Kaster address, and won-
dered at flrst what she would do with
the subjeet, but finally decided to trust
to her inspiration, which proved very
happy and equal te the emergeney on
this occasion, as it seems to be in all
others where she has been called to
act. She offered a most fervent and
eloquent prayer that included all the
people and nations of the earth, a
prayer that seemed to throb and.pul-
sate with the cosmic breath and bless-
ings of the universe, and then return
10 nestle inthe heartof cach listener, and
whigper of peace and good will to all
God’s creatures,

She opened ber address by saying:
“This is the glad Easter-tide when
many of ecarth’s vast multitudes re-
joice. We are glad to meet you here in
this bower of beauty. We rejoice, not
alone that ages ago, one called Jesus
arose from the dead; but because
through his and others’ resurrection,
we know past all doubting, that im-
mortal life is the birthright of every
child of eartl.”

She referred to the springtime awak-
ening of bud, blossom and stream, and
said: *All nature rejoices in gladnesg—
why should not we? for Spiritualists be-
lieve in resurrection, Death is the in-
evitable law, that life may be evolved.
Earth has its seed-time and harvest.
Oyt of death comes life. Night dies
and brings the resinrection of the gold-

en, glowing day. The dirge of the old |.

year blends with hallelujahs of praise
for the new. All physical bodies have
their time of unfoldment, ripeness and
decay, returning to the eleimnents from
which they sprang, thence through
chemical changes again to resurrection
in manifested life; but not in the old
forms.

“Spiritualism does not recognize the
resurrection of old physical forms. We |
believe deathwMo be the living splendor
of the -unfolding universe, budding of

‘the blossom that unfelds in the resur:

rection morn of its perfected life,

“It was the province of Modern Spir-
ftualism to.resurrect i and- bring™ the

‘mind of man’ the methods of the law of |
. While i populaf  obinlon |
.teaches thaf there ig;but one inspired
volume, the Bible, Spiritualism produces
many inspirel valumes of lofty. tmeh,

inspiration.

and God-like import - and .revelation
Not only through intuitive minds comes

the kuowledge of immortality, but down

from angelic hosts glad' messages of
love are borne to weary, waltmg ones

-of earth,

“There never has been a ’dme in the
sworld’s . history . when mankind . could
enjoy communion with-{le spirit world

‘like the presen_t. Spintuahsm@emon-

strates that 1usplwt!oh c}aiwoyance,
clairaudience;. heullug, and: all the so-
¢alled miraclés’ of -olden ties are the
glifts and inhelltance of this day and
age of man,

“Sphltualism has 1esur1eeted many

'| fmportant truths, foreingstamong them

belng the lesson- of labor, ‘which is the
price that nature, éver active from age
to age in Dearing the fruits of Infinite

daw, demands for her jeWels ere we can

wear them,”

Thus did this glftgd speaker talk to
us for more than an hour, finally asking
that Lily Dale be made.a great center
to radiate through the davkened condi-
tions of earth-life with its many fossil

creeds, a more glorions Baster-tide than
Old Mother Earth has yet known.

We wounder no longer how Mrs. Wat-
son will deal with an orthodox Easter,
She closed with the; following poem, of
lier own ingpiration: .

Life and death are eveig‘_lnterblended;

Death does not comé when earth’s brief
life is ended; ’

"Pis but the freedom of 'spirit ascendeq,

The body agaln with iearth elements

blended, )

Our fair faith teacles that life over
there

Is the product of this, and if every-
where

You've been true to the God or good
that's within, %

It matters not what your
may have been, -

0, Christian, Spiritualist, Pagan or Jew,

You‘ll find joy and peace awaiting you;

But if anger and hatred, envy and strife

Have embittered you;; owl or anothel's
life,

past faith

We care not how g;eap ryoul faith may
have been,

That uluothel wlll ct\uy; your burden of
sin,

You'll find over tlmre that you must
atone

For the wrong in wur llte and the evil
you've done. . ¢

Then welcome, O, frtends, to your home
and your livos, '

These God-given bigsstngs. proclaimed
from .the skies, *

And welcome the nmsdn;,e which unto
you saith

Glnd Lite is the vietof’ the king over
death.

At the close of the nddlesﬂ President
Gaston of the C. I, T, A, being called
to the rostiuin, gave a few,timely, well
chosen wotds of goqd cheer and encounr-
ngewent, ind e\prpssgtl-a wish- that the

yearly observance -of l3nster: become an
ostnhllshed custom’ at, the Dale. Our
local quartette with B; H. Bowen, the
¢ L' AL eamp basso, as director,
rendered - n most pleasing song service,
one selection of which “White Lilies of
Laster,” was especially, noteworthy for
its larmony and fine rehdering, It was
arranged and preparved, by Mr. Bowen,
and sungon this ocwéion for the first
time. R

The hall was carefully decornted with
everything whielr thought could suggest
1o make it attractive. Spirit-Artist
Campbell, who is heve for the seuson,
contributing many beautiful specimens
of fine art for the oceasion. Rare flow-
ors, potted and cut, in vases graced the
rostrum.  The cut flowers were espe-
clally fine, consisting of superb Easter
lilies, hyaeinths, roses, tulips and daf-
fodils. They were sént from Cleveland,
a donation of Mrs. A. L. Pettingill, who
is now at the Dale

MRS, J. E. HYDE.

BALLADE OF GREBN THINGS.
{SPRING.]
The sun-wind drifts through the forest
rifts
(Lovingly, softly, sun-winds blow),
Each starrrayed hand on the gum trec
shifts
And the birch lemes glint in the cd-
dying flow;
And down in thg} hollow the fern
plumes grow
In a mist of lace o’éx the cozing springs:
0O, the leaves are thoughts of the
Lord, 1 trow— ;
Green little thoughts: from the soul of
things!
[sumﬂxﬁsn]
The green light sit’ts ,through the maple
rifts
(Quiver, good leaﬂets,thrm and glow?),
As the sunshine sli{its with its welght
of gifts
Of love and life to the earth below.
The crinkled lenves.of the elm trees

know

The secret wox‘d- that the summer
brings; - -

And the burdened boughs of the for-

est show -

Green little tho\lghts ;fmm the soul of
things!

[AUTUMN]

The seed-downswifts erough the bram-

ble rifts

(Bmwn 1ittle seeds t%nt the sun-winds
w),
A\Y hele the mullelu’ fedes and the
sumaeh- Iift:ﬁ:
Its garnered w th‘ for the storms to
Strow.
But the buried sung of the long ago
And the mother sodtmd the root that
clings
Will shape fromy the dreams of the
sleeping snow :
Green little thought; frpm the soul of

things!
m*mir. L

Spirit of sprlngtlm&tzaﬁapture and woe,
Hintings nngl e "ings anpd whlsper-

‘!;'from the sonl of

~

R LT X T

I‘ate served mem o]
. her and Jaigh
That pone might ktﬁﬁrhcw bitteLwns

J--

the cup I qud
Along caiiie’ Jov and paused beslde me
w3 " wherel sat, .’

Saying, I came 10! see what you wele
laughing at.” . &7
—ELLA- WHEELER WILCOY

 MEDIUMSHIP,

Its Blessings ‘and Dangers
Portrayed

SOME INSTRUGT IVE CHADPTERS

OF' EXPERIENCE~A FORTRESS
'OF  PROTECTION — THINKING

PURE THOUGHTS AND LIVING

PURE LIVES,

To the Kditor:—What a privilege it is
to be seated at home penning one's
thoughts for a paper through whose
columms one may commune with
thousands of people all over the coun-
try. Such were my reflections after
reading The Progressive Thinker of
April 3, 1897. 1 was especinlly iunter-
ested in Mr, Dawbarn’s article, and an-
other under the caption, “Sensing the
Influite,” by Mr. M. Denmark. Both
of these gentlemen reluted experiences
1 have so often encommered that is
pleasing 1o me 10 see iem expressed
by others, and if 1 may trespass oun
your valuable space, I will unburden
my mind of some things very like to
those Mr. Dawbarn relates.

Irirst, “Mediumship and its blessings
and dangers.” My life has been check-
ered by varied experiences. 1 have had
visitations from very high. Lright spir-
its, and a band of this c¢lass have con-
frolled my development and taught me
with regard to man's wonderful conmpo-
sition, unfoldment and pelation to God
and Nature. I have also had bad ex-
perfences as o result of what Mr. Daw-
barn calls the foe. These, however, did
not assail me directly, but acted upon
and through those with whom 1 was,
of necessity, associnted; yet the trou-
DLles and perplexities thus caused were
Just us real, nevertheless. 1 have
lenrned that the only way to cope with
these invisible foes in wlhatever way
they trouble us, is to he pure in our
thoughts and lives, and then the bright
spirtty weave about us, from their own
shades of purity, a fortress of protec-
tion, This, no crude or ill-disposed spir-
it can enter.

Second: ‘“lmitations and
fons.” I am sure there ave mischief-
Loviug spirits who will do this if they

an, but they may be detected every
time {f questioned. The lower cannot
imitate the higher successfully, for they
have no knowledge of things in the up-
per spheres. 1 will elte one experience
that may be explanatory of many in-
stanees In the experiences of others be-
gide myself.

But first.. I wish to’ say, thit when
those bright spirits conwe to us In per-
son they generally do so for the pur-
pose of connecting our souls’ highest
fibrous output, so that they can control
us, from a distance if they so desire,
hecause ont those llnes or fibres, our
thoughts when pure vibrate in harmony
with themielves, and inspiration be-
comes ensy apd natural. But they fre-
quently use spirits nearer our own level
of development, to deliver messages for
them, when care presses upon us and
we are so engrossed with things of an
earthly nature, that our finer vibrations
are sllenced: and moreover, it is not at
all tmes agreeable to those bright wpir-
its to come in person—and here is the
experience to which T referred.

1t oceurved some twenty-seven years
ago. 1 at that time was almost contin-
vously clairvoyant so that I saw any
and all spirits who came near me or
tried to do s0. Moreover I sensed them,
as erude spirits always had an odor of-
fensive to me, and I could not tolerate
them, At this particular time 1T was in
serious trouble, and called on my higher
guide to show me the way out of it if
possible, A few seconds only elapsed
when a spirit appeared with 2 message.
I refused to receive ft, thinking him one
of those intruders whom Mr, Dawharn
enlls threshold spirits, and I felt keenly
disappointed; when, like a flash of
lightning this high spirit vpon whom 1
bad called appeared, and in his kindli-
est way explained the message and
then said: “My dear charge. when 1 or
any member of the hand send a mes-
senger, pray accept the message as
though we had come ourselves, as it is
not always possible for us to come in
person.”

Errand spirits do useful service for
mankingd.

Third: *“Several consciousnesses.”
On these lines I have been taught by
ihese bright spirits, as a pupil at school.
1 have witnessed the whole process
from incipient life, through the stages
of form and brain-building and develop-
ment, to that state which Mr. Dawbarn
designates fourth consciousness,

There are still higher grades of con-
sclousness, but my instructors speak of
all of it as individual evolution and as
being graduated through sense aetivi-
ties and experiences out of the lower
into the higher grades of conscious life.
Each advancing grade reveals to man
more of his own powers and possibili-
ties, but it is one consciousness inte
which these tributaries merge. These
several stages—animal, intellectual,
psychical, merge into the spiritual, at
which time one realizes—as did the
Brother when, as he says. he unfolded
his higher consclousness—that one is
filled with the love of God. A new and
gsuperior state is reached, one's subcon-
scious deeps are stirred by an induetion
of that love and life which flows freely
to all if they but put tbemselves into a
receptive condition by thinking pure
thoughts and living pure lives. 1t is
true that each unkind thought beclouds
the mind and lowers the. vibratiouns,

This theory of vibration and fibrous
rystem is wonderful. I delight thercin
and in hearing others’expressions there-
of, and slthough thoughts and experi-
ences are crowding nie for expression,
I will close by saying that if3s also true
that We who have such experiences are
but channels through™which they can

persomni-

ve it to the world—it “iz for “aly
et _one must bide -bis time, to give it

indfviduals serving God and. maun . in
‘suéh ways. The time has come at last
for rewoving the obstacles;to. progress,
by .uniting the output of thought fwm
.lugher “gpiritual planes, say from--the
_Christ plane, to bar ‘out the - houble-
causing clement, -~

3 1 -am sure it can and will be dcme
! More later. "MRBS. M. KLEIN,

L

Cwith a shmilar organization.

ow. .. The demand of the spirit is: ]

when the parts - of -great. truths are:
sready-to.be put.forth by thc sop'uate"

WAYSIDE E JOTTINGS,

From an Old Worker in the
. Cause,

THE TRAINING SCHOOL AND
OTHER SPIRITUALISTIC METH-
ODS.

Of course, My, Iiditor, I do vot intend
that the term *“old worker,” shall ap-
ply to age, for 1 really am feeling
young, and I am alwost led to imagine
once In a while in these latter duys that
the wheels of Tihme are turning back-
ward; however when 1 see myself jn a
lllill()l and note an occasionul new line

on my face, or twou grey hairs where
there was but ope a few  days
slnee, 1 am convineed that the hurry-

ing days are leaving their mark upon
the house 1 live in, but the tenant, 100
busy to note little changes that cowme
to the external, enjoys the house and
all that pertains to the interior living,
more and more as the seasons come and
go. 1 do not suppose 1 have more op-
portunities for enjoyment than fall to
the commeon lot of mortals, nor that the
path I tread is more even or sunny thaa
the path of many of my co-travelers,
but I aw learning mucely of the wouble
in this world {s caused by “crossing
bridges we never see,” and by living
over and over the sorrows that cotne
incidentally to our lives. Ilow much
more prone we are to report our sad, il
feelings, than our giad, healtliful ones,
Hours are sometimes spent in the rela-
tion of a terrible sickness--its every de-
wil, after it Is all over; the one who
habitually does this, lives, to a certain
extent, those conditions over again
when relating them; the effect is bad
and such habits should not be allowed
to hold us.’

But I have not the time to write a ser-
mon nor do the readers of the Thinker
need one from me,

I ook my pencll to jot down a few
events connected withh the work as re-
gurds the writer, during the past two
weeks. 1T feel thar wlatever can be
written or said in the way of encour-
agement along the line of spiritualistic
work, should be given to the frieuds of
the Cause, knowing as do all the toil-
ers in the tield that there are wmany dis-
couraging features counected with the
lahor at present,

T am happy to report that every point
1 have visited since leaving Massachu-
setts, hag been one of interest us far us
the spivitdalictic work is  concerned.
My first work was in Findlay, O., where

there is a young soviety, active, and in
splendid  working  order.  Mr.  [Hull

reached Findlay three days before my
arrival, and when 1 joined him 1 found
he had awakened a genuine revival, 1
leetured on the night of iy arrival,
tlriday), supposed 1 was to remain
over Sunday, but  armagements had
been made between the Findlay and
Lima Npirftaalists, that Mre, Hull and
myself s<hould change off on Sunday:
accordingly he remained in o Findlay
and I went to Lima. My, Hull has heen
in Lima nearly a month, and the inter- |
est manifested on hehalf of Spiritaal-
ism in that thviving town, reminds one
of the “good old timeg™ when Spiritnal-
fsts  were united i the work—one
brotherhood. The Lima society is com-
paratively young, it has a good record,
that i= it has ewmployed the best talent
and up to this point of time, worked in
perfect harmony,

The Lima Spirttualists have a newly
organized Lycenn, it is under the load-
ership of ., M. Chown, un ecificient
worker in that lJine. He was at one
time assistant where T was conneried
and took
charge of the Lyceum one season at the
Mt Pleasant Pavk, «Clinton, Ta.y Camp.
Of course 1 could not have felt 1 had
done my duty i 1 had not attended the
Childven's meeting and taken part in
their work. 1n addition to this, 1 de-
livered two addresses  Sunday; the
waeather was inelement, hut the hall
wus filled on each occasion and 1 never
met a seeingly more interested or ap-
preciative people,

The Spiritualists ip Lima bhave an-
other organization which is by no
means the least among the others, it is
“The Ladies’ Aid:" this society meets
every week. Oue afternoon is deveted
to visitors, and many who Dhave at-
tended as guests, have become deeply
iuterested in Spiritualism and twrned
thefr attention (s far as Sociely work
is concerned) in that line.

During the week 1 spent so delightful-
Iy in Lima, Mr. Hull and myself were
tendered one of the pleasantest recep-
tions it ever has been our privilege to

enjoy. Between sixty and seventy
were present; it seemed at one time as
though Brother and Sister Chown's

apartinents would scarcely accoinmo-
date the friends. but the affair was so
well arranged that one.felt absolutely
crowded. An impromtu program was
arranged, conslsting of songs; speeches
und recitations. Refreshments were
served in a charming manner, after
which the rooms were put in order for
dancing. Moses among others of his
age “tripped the toe,” (there were no
old people present,) and when the
friends separated it was decided that
the soclety had never speut a more en-
jorable evening.

I have written in detail concerning
the work in Findlay and Lima, more
than I would have done, were it not
that such doleful reports have reached
me of late concerning the work in other
quarters.

I Qesire to sa\ a few words to those
who are interested in the wanagement
of meetings. 1 wish I could get their
eats as close to my pencil-point as pos-
sible, -as the outside -world may not
need my #axhortahon 80 much Those
words are-thesey: -

Don’t, parade your socieLy tmuhles be-
fow the world; don't- get.jealous of the
WorL of some othel" ;dor’t- resort to
schieniing’ and intllgue to - edlry some
point that cannot Ue earreld in a legiti-
mate, way;.don’t. alk ‘over Jhad enl.xrge
upon the shorteomings of I
ers; ‘don't “make an. effort to” put ob-
stacles'in the way of othér workers, for
he'who does-this Is liable- toxlrmdmnces
more than e’ whom hie séels; to hluder'
don't expect the spirit World to give lts

- (Continued on page .T)

co-hbor- ’

heard and

‘tached to my feet,and I distinetlyfelt

WS SPIRIT RETURNS

A FUTURE LIF Iu—AFTl‘ THIRTY-
BIGHT HOURS, W. A. LAUFMAN
COMES BACK INTO THE “OLD:
SHELL,” AND RELATES HOW HE
SAW HIS BODY PADDED IN IOB,
AND HIS BEREAVED BROTHER
GRIEYE OVER HIS DEATH--A
MARVELOUS, BI"I' 'RUE STORY—
EVIDENCE OF IMMORTALITY.

To the Lditor:—W, 4,

Laufman, g

prominent Mason and Odd I ellm\, und‘_‘ '

a4 well known traveling man in tig
whole northwest country, who for g
number of years lasy past has resided
at Mankato, Minn., and who is new in
the employment of the W arder, Bush-
nell and Glessuer Co., of (lmnﬂo, has’
bad an experience worthy of the sober
and  solemn  consideration  of every

thoughtful student upon the question .

of immortality,

Mr. Laufman is a modest, plain and
quiet man, And like the average travel-
ing sulesman gives very litle thought
to religion, polities or auy sociul ques--

tions. and 1 o not know that he ever -

vonversed or even thought of the sub-
Jeet of Spirftualism, or any other ism,
for ten miinutes i his whole lite, ’l‘he
story which he relates, and which hag

Just been given with great wlm-muw,w:.

comes from a grieved aud broken heart..
1t is ereating a great sensation in thls
whole northwest. Mr. Laufmuan  was

e

i,

careying $19.000 life insurance, and hig

heneficiary was his young, handsome,
and gandy wife, who had decided that
she would rather have the said $19,000
than the husband who was freely lay-
i=hing his entire salary upon the child-
Tess nid ungrateful wife. 8o Mrs. Lauf-
g while ar Council Bloffs, Towa., gave

her lwsh.nu] it dose of deadly poison,

known ax “Tudian bemp.” This was in -
December, 96, and since then she hag
not heen heard from in these parts,
My, Laufman's sickness and death jn
an Omaha  hospital  supposed death)
are well known and undisputed faets,
That he das dead, for 1wo days, padded

i dve, ready for removal 1o Mankato,
Minn., for buml that his grief-stricken
brother from Des Moines, lowa, was

telegraphied for, and wemt to necom-

pany the renstins to their burigl in -
Mankato, Minn, aud  his long, slow
months  of  recovery  are umlispulod

facts, as 1 understand.
portion of Mr. Laufman’s own story is
given to o reporter, for the Minneapolis
Daily Times:

"1 took wick and was removed to the
hoxpita) in Omaba. There 1 higd an ex-

perience which few men have lived o -

tell ahout. Under the intuenece of the
drag I sank into a condition which was
ealled desth by the physicians. Thig
was on December 261896, at 11 o'cloek
inthe morning. The doctors pronouneed
i dead and oy body was turned over
10 AL Maul's ndertaking establishment,
It was given out that I had died of
hegrs disease, My brother, ¢, 11 Lauf-
man, of Des Moines, lown,
cgraphed for amd cune on 1o tiake charge
of my rematns,

"My oexperiences ar the time of my
death Luve never bheen told except to
the physicians who pablished an ae-
count of them in one of the medical
Journals. On that fatal motuing 1 was
suddenly aware of an indeseribible
sensation, beginning at my  feet and
snapping clear thravgl wy frame and
out the top of wmy head, 1 was then

conscious of something Jike a ball of .

cotton releaxed amd spreading out in.
form the size of a man at least three
feer taller than myself. 1 was standing
i the center of the reom and plainly
saw my dead bedy lying on the cot. I
stiarted to Jeave the room and met one
of the doctors,
nat sav

samething 1o e, but as he

imade no effort to stop me I went out

o the street. 1T walked down Four-
teenth street 1o the corney towards Cali-
fornia avenue, and there met an old ac-
quaintance trom Mitehell, 80 D, named
Milt, Blosxe. 1 atempted 1o stvike him
ol the baek by way ol saiutation, but wy.
arm passed vight thaough Lim,
not speak 1o him, but sirack at him
again with the same yesnite 1 utterly
failed to attract hix atiention, although
1 followod him at least a block., 1 dis-
tnetly saw him walk seross the street
and gaze at a winditure Perris wheel
in one of the store windows.” -

It may be stared thar Mr, Laufman
hits letters and telegrams showing that:
Mr. Blose was in Omaba on the date
mentioned and walked on  the - street
and saw the Perris wheel exactly as
deseribed Dy Mr. Laufman. -

Continuing  with lus  parrative, Mr.
Laufman said: “After leaving Blose 1
went up to the hospital to see the body:
I found the door closed hut as I could
see iimto the room 1 passed through the
door and gazed at myself for a while.

I then went out and found the doctors

and heard them discnssing my case. I
hung around with them until the ar-
rival of my brother. 1 went in with
him and the doctors and watehed his
anguisi\; as he looked at my dead face;
He rentained at the hospital that night
as it was very late aud I went joto the
room with him and wateched him- until
he fell asleep.

“l forgot to mention that I saw m)
body packed in ice by the undertakers,
and was much interested In the wash-
ing of the body. .

“1 was laid out dead exactly thirly-
seven hours and fifty-eight minutes. X
stayed around with the doctors and my
brother during all of this time, and -
remembered every word-”
spoken by them. The doctors wanted
to make a post-mertem, but my brother-
objected.

“Of course you want to know how I

got back into my shell, and it happened

In this way: One of the specialists. :
wwanted to. {fy some experiment with a-

new electric appavatus. My brother’
consented to it, and I nccompanled‘
them ta my death bed to. watch the
operation. The instrnments - were  at:

the sengation’ whl]e standing out in the-
center of the room:

would affeet m¥ head. and I walked
around {o ihe head of the bed to see

My body was quite black in places, and

(Continued on page 7.)
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Heve is o small |

wias tele-

I wondered that he did -

1 did

The moment 1 felt:
‘the shock, I was curious to know how it
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Uncdnsbc‘:'iouvsly a Trustee of Thieves,

- AMAZING IMPUDENCE OF SPIRITS AT A WED-

© WHITE TONGUE—TRAGIC VISIONS OF TWO

*RAILWAY ENGINEERS—SPIRITS THAT RAISE

- A BREEZE AND CELEBRATE THE FUNERAL

- 01 ONE OF THEMSELVES.

- Clint Zahner is by reputation a crank, heeause he sees
things not visible to common eyes and says things not
camprehended by the ordinary man, says the Cincinnati
Enquirer. Undoubtedly he is a seer—certainly an ec-
“centric. Among superstitious persons he is thought to
‘be a-wizard, and as such would have been persecuted, pos-
-sibly burnt at the stake, had he lived in the seventeenth
or first half of the eighteenth century. He is patiently
endured by all who know his honesty of purpose and
steadfast adherence to that which.appears to him truth,
althongh many of his statemeyts of fact are astounding.
Some corrections of phraseology have been made in the
appended narrative, but it is Zahner’s in fact and effort:
-7 “When very young I saw appatitions,” he began, “and

~. . they seemed matural and common enough till I found

- that my playmates did not see them. Previously I had
-~ ~told my mother about them, and-was so pleased when m
" stories made hier laugh that for some time thereafter.
‘deseribed to her everything I saw of this kind. She en-
_couraged me to talk on the subject till one day I deseribed
~a hideous spook which menaced me with gestures. She
‘was Trightened at the simple word picture, and when I
“answered ‘yes’ to her inquiry if he had a bad crooked eye,
~ much larger than any 1 ever saw, she commanded that [
tell her nothing more about such-appearauces. )
-~ “But, after, she looked at me pityingly, imploringly,
_yearningly, as if she thought 1 needed the sympathy she
£ did not dare to afford or 1 to ask, and right she was if she
i o thought. I was in great-need,- though, of the-con-
. -fidence of some appreciative spulinto which I could pour
- my griefs aund the long story of that mystery with which
-1 seem to, pe indeptified. : :
" “For several of my younger years my life was so
" strangely, associated with real and shadowy personages
- "that it is impossible to separate thie evenis which trans-
« pired at an early time into duly classified departments,
.~ “and I can do tlus only partially by analysis with experi-
ences at a later date.  As consciousness responds to real-
“.ities alone, it puzzles me to find terms in which to de-
.. seribe my first iniroduction to things hidden from the
“muliitude, but to me as real as flesh and blood, and there-
“ fore I will not try to detail first impressions of these phe-
omena. At the age of twelve I began to clearly distin-
guish that the creatures which sought tne in solitude and
“vanished at the approach of others, which played hide
and. seek with me in dark corners and secluded places, re-
“mote from sunlight, and jeered at all my attempts to
“cateli them, which played thousands of anties for which
there are no descriptive words in any dictionary, were not
exaetly like 1he specimens of humanity with whom I at-
tended church, sechool and an occasional picnic, and the
difference grew more and more marked as the years ad-
vanced. '

=

DETAILS ARE DIFFICULT

select from the great mass of phenomenal manifesta-
ns-1 have witnessed, but a few which left the most
sting impression may be related to indicate the tendency
of all; I wasawakened one night by a strong breeze that
gailed my face, and [ arose to close a window at the
2 side.of the bed. Looking out upon- the night I noticed
«that the atmosphere was calm. When 1 turned to the
bed ‘again it was surrounded by tall, gaunt and ungainly
figures in white robes, with great flapping sleeyes, pnd
moving their arms up and down with concerted motion,
they were inient upon fanning the air. That was the
breeze whieh awoke me. 1 would sooner it hadn’t.  The
sight was not good for a boy’s nerves, and 1 sat down
upon a chair to rest, also to gather my wits. llow was I
2% 4o break through that cordon of frightful things and re-
m to my sleep? Why were they agitating the atmos-
{:"phere above my hed? Was there a hidden meaning in
“this demonsiration of constituents I had never before
niet? »

“4Soon those indescribable objects began a dance
aromnd the conch, crooning sadly in time with the slow
movement, and one leaped upon the spot where a few
inoments hefore T had lain and uttered a shocking howl,
whereupon the whole crowd instapntly vanished. It
seemed they had only then noticed my absence from the
bed, and were astounded at the discovery. 1 did not see

#“them again for more than a year, and then it was in my
father’s roomn on the night of his death. They stood
around his bed in apparent rejoicing, and called my at-

©".tention to his sufferings by motions and winks as if indi-

“cating the nice points in a comedy. 1 asked acquaint-

ances if they saw anything unusual in the room, and when

they. answed in the negative I held my peace for fear of

derision. Those fearful apparitions remained {ill breath

left my father’s body, and then, with indications of glee,
-they tripped away.

\ .“Short{y following this second manifestation I at-

en¥fl a seance for the materialization of spirits. I went

. into- it nnknowing what I believed on the subject, and

“unwilling to declare for or against it. Startling mani-

“festations were witnessed in the materialization of my

“father and an old neighbor long deceased, the latier lead-
ng -the former and directing his steps in true guardian-

‘ship. Next night this act was repeated in my chamber,

‘and when I asked,

- ‘FATHIER, IS THAT REALLY YOU?

“He bowed his head in affirmation. Then materialization
“wag possible. Since that moment I have never for an
starit doubled it, although much fraud has been prac-
iced in its name. Many years afterward I was enabled
‘enjoy the testimony of a friend as to the existence of
Tris orignal band of spooks. Al the funeral of a lady to
hom 1 was distantly related a cousin sat by my side and
;gaw-as-1 did an independent funeral in pantomime by
*{hese intruders. They had o semi-transparent casket,
ough the side of which a semi-transparent personage
as discovered, in whose mouth a funnel was seen, and
the attendants kept themselves busy in pouring down the
hiroat of the encased person a never-ending stream of
ery -transparent liguid. The recipient of this whole-
ale libation oceasionally -drew up hig feet and kicked
gainst the end of the casket, as if to drive his servitors
o greater speed, and laughingly they renewed their ef-
orts to appease his thirst.  When the real funeral moved
from the church these pantomimists followed with their
casket, but the whole scene was dissolved as soon as it
truck the outer air.
“In récounting the features of this strange manifesta-
=’ tion my cousin’s observations agreed with mine in every
etail, and glad indecd wae I to find a friend with vision
ike my own. We compared notes on many subsequent
ceasions, with like result, and especially one night when
Cousin Will occupied part of my bed. I was awakened
y-a fierce light thrown suddenly 1:Fon my face. Look-
g up to discover the source of illumination, I saw a
read that appeared inwardly aflame, and fire darted from
ves, nose and mouth as if moved by a heavy propelling
orce:-d noticed that Will ‘had partly arisen, and was
ropped up by his elbow, a8 T was. Both transfized with
tcrror,,axic{)’ unable to speak, arid the subsequent proceed-
ngs did not improve our.condition, . :
“In a few words I.will trytodescribe this hideous thing,
d what it did in’ our sight.- The head was round, the
yuth triangular, and the éyes and nostrils were diamond
‘ghaped.. The general complexion. was a bright copper
lor, but around the eyes. was. 8, broad band of sno
hite, as if painted there, and around-the mouth a ban

to

A the:

DING—AN OGRE WITH AN INTERMINABLE|

red blood
features, ¢ D1sg
while the eyes menaced us with fie

while , ry wrath.” Thig spook
went through many contortions’in the effort-to "show
himself in.body and continuations,dnd at length was guc-
cessful; thus-raising. himself to an attitude of hot less
than seven feet, the whole mass illnmined by an inner
light which gave the effect of a lamp behind a sheet of.
parchment. ~All his proportions were ; i

FRIGHTFULLY GIGANTIC
and awe-inspiring,and both’ his spectators felt relieved

when le quit expanding. More fire came from eyes and |

nostrils, and as it darted down toward our faces the mon-
ster laughed at our trepidation. In the fore-front of bat-
tle afterward I never experienced anything like the terror
of that monient, and it was by no means modified when
through-the erimson lips the ogre ran out a snow-white
tongue dripping with froth, and tied it around the neck
in a wide-flaring bow!" This was merely the ‘voluntary’
that . preluded -the grand demonstration, for after strut-
ting & moment in pride over this strange bedizenment sev-
eral additional yards of tongue were pulled out and the
waist encircled, and from the how depending there a
head like that of a serpent was darting within an inch of
my face, When it recoiled it darted beneath the feet of
its owner, gnd, immediately used the tongue as a skipping
rope. But only for amoment. As if suddenly en-
raged, the ogre seized upon the great tongue with either
hand, and, bracing with both feet, pulled with hereulean
strength-till that lively member was dislocated from the
mouth, whereupon it escaped and went flying about the
room like a furious python. It encircled the apartment
several times and then all was still, ‘When we looked for
the monster it had disa
time it came frequently and always enacted the same
program, . :

“Tired at length of these visits, I told the clergyman
of whose congregation I was a member all about their
persecuting infliences, and he said they were either
dreams or freaks of my youthful imagination; Upon
this arraignment I invited him to spend a night with me
and see things under guidance of his more equably
balanced mind, - He came; and, as if to give him a fa-
vorably opportunity for observation, the ogre came, too,
and awakened us by a display of its fiery ettributes. My
clerical friend did not wait till the close of the cere-

| monies, but when the head hegan to rise in the air to die-
play gigantic proportions he quietly slipped out of the

opposite side of the bed, gathered up his clothing and
conveyed it to the hall, where he dressed and left the
house with all possible speed. As if its work was done
for that occasion, the apparition immediately collapsed
and disappeared, and I had a malicious hope that it would
pursue and stampede my reverend companion, but this
did not happen. Thereafter the good man avoided as
much as possible all conversation with me on this subject,
and never again did I see him under my father's roof.
Tividently he was impotent to battle with some grades
of adverse influence.

GIOSTLY TRAGEDIES.

“Three years ago I attended in Pennsylvania the wed-
ding of an old schoolmate. My original specters, who
long before had fanned me into wakefulness et the mid-
night hour and shaitered my boyish nerves, were there
among the company, unseen by any but myself, and in
the most comical way they imitated the marriage cere-
mony from beginning to end. They all kissed the bride,
who, unconscious of the liberty, must have had some idea
of the grewsome act, for at each selule ghe shivered as if
from cold and looked much troubled. The spooks soon
withdrew.

“Standing upon the station platform next night wait-
ing for'a train that had been detained by an accident till
nearly three hours behind schedule fime, I saw at last
the laggard engine far down the track, and when it was
some fifty feet from the plaform, slowing. for a. stop,
there came out of the darkness from the oppesite side
seven spectral figures, which I recognized as having ap-
peared among the kissing spooks, and one after another
they laid their heads before the all-crushing wheels of
the engine and secemed 1o be ground to pulp. I ran to
the track where this act of self-immolation had appeared
and found nothing—not the least sign of that which had
appeared to my senses a8 & horrible tragedy. Subse-
quently I learned that seven people had lost their lives
in the accident which delayed our train.

“T returned to the West by way of Cleveland, having
business there. At the station I incidentally heard that an
aceident had happened on the Buffalo and Erie line, but
particulars were not known. When the train for which
1 waited steamed into the station I saw four figures step
out of the darkness and throw themselves under the
wheels of the locomotive, and then I felt that four other
lives had gone out at the behest of railroad carelessness.
Such proved to be the fact. Not long ago I told this
story to a retired locomotive engineer. Ile not only
credited it, but said that one reason why he quit the runp-
ning of {rains was hecause the ghost of a man he had run
down and killed always came out and threw itself under
the engine wheels when he passed the locality of the
tragedy! It almost drove him out of his mind, and even
now it appears to him in dreams.

“Another ex-engineer told me he would not make a
single trip over o line where he served faithfully for
twenty-seven years on any account—not even for all the
money the strongest train could haul. Once, after his
engine had crossed a bridge some forty feet above the
water, the great structure fell with the train, and more
than a score of lives were lost. He went to the rescue,
aud was instrumental in saving some from drowning,
but at length one man he found wedged between heavy
timbers, crushed and dead, he saw by the dim light was
his only brother, whose presence among the passengers
was before unknown to him, and he fainted and fell into
the raging torrent and with great difficulty was rescued.
While lying upon his bed recovering from the physical
and mental injuries of that grim experience, it was re-
enacled before his eyes scores of times, interspersed with
all the fatal disasters by rail in which he had ever been a
participant, and their reproduction in these visions was so
appalling that for the {ime being they drove him out of
his mind. Ie recovered his health, but refused to re-
sume railroading.” ‘

RECEIVER OF STOLEN GOODS.

“There is a story about a recciver of stolen goods in
your neighborhood. Do you know anything about him ?”
“Yes, I am the receiver referred to,” said Mr. Zahner.
“The story will bear telling. Nine or ten years ago a
neighbor missed from his house many little things ap-
parently by theft, and so frequently were these depreda-
tions repeated that they grew to be very annoying.
Some of the articles were valuable, and others not cagy to
gaglace at any cost—souvenirs and heirlooms., A beauti-
silver epergne, an important memento, was especial-
ly mourned, and the gentleman, whom for this occasion
1 will call Johnson, spoke to me about it. -

“On several following days he repeated to me his
lamentations, and finally asked if I was the owner of a sil-
ver epergne. I said no, but we had that article in silver
plate. He requested that he might see it, to which I, of
course, assented. Turning it bottom up he pointed to his
own intitials there inscribed, and asked how it came into
my possession. Naturally I was taken aback. My
throat grew suddenly dry and I could not articulate a
word. When I found my voice, Mr. Johnson had left, car-

rying his property away from the man he had good}

grounds to regard as a thief. But I knew I was not &
thief, and that for years I had been the owner of a plated
epergne of exactly that pattern, upon which Johnson’s in-
itials'were not inscribed. ~“Whence came the confusion?
For a little titne it wés inexplicable, and then I thought
of our ghostly visitors as -havinia finger in the buginess.
‘They have played upon-me ot
and why not this? = -~ =~ ~ .
“1 tsqf ht nelghbor Ji ohﬁson-next day and gave him my |
view of the matter, at which he laughed incredulously.

peared; but thereafter for a long |

er embarrassing pranks, |

otught-to aﬁo,rd'mq an.opporfunity to clearmyself by any
‘upon him."-He ¢onsented ta. ]
in his ownrlhouse)'ind collecting a lot of trinkets at the
‘appointed {ime wefsat down to watch.. - In g dimly lighted
TOOm wheqq circumstances put restraint upon’ conversa-
tion my 'ﬁ;fud soqn fell into a-nap, but enly for g little
time. I aroused him with a nudge, when the form of a
man entered and with
sideboard,* - - R :

“The intruderdielped himself to a few articles, smong
which was the prived epergne, just as another form, sin-
ilar to the lirst, appeared bearing gifts, and among them
we saw an-epergne of the same pattern ss Johnson’s.” I
read the viddle at a glance and restrained Johnson from
interfering, begging him to keep quiet till the end of the
manifestation. © When the appagitions had withdrawn we
found that my silver-plated epergne had been left and
Johnson’s solid silver had been taken. Immediately we
crossed over to my house, and there upon my sideboard,
as before, was my neighbor’s stolen' property, except some
trinkets had beeén left with-a larger piece; and returning
with Johnson to his residence we found several additional
articles belonging to me. - : : o

“Not many days had elapsed when my wife complained
of missing several household articles, and Johnson in-
formed me that thieving was still in progress at his home.
I suggested that e watch one pight'at my house and
learn what it was possible to discover, and Johnson con-
sented to join me in the vigil. Well paid were we for the
effort. - An hour past midnight we saw two marauders in

!

stealthy movement approached the

my dining room. One carried a :
LARGE BUNDLE OF PLUNDER

and the other helped himgelf liberally from the little
temptations: I had - collectéd upon  my sideboard to at-
tract the attention of pickers-up of unconsidered trifles.
When they were ready to depart we followed them into
the liall, up stairs; all the way up to the attic, and there,
in a contracted cateh-all, under the eaves, they vanished.
Tvidently they were run to cover.

Early next morning Johnson and I overhauled their
place of retreat. - We found more than 100 articles, some
of considerablé value, many that had not been missed,
a few whose :ownership we did not know, but more than
ninety were theproperty of Johnson and myself, hidden in
that catch-as-can. My neighbor was convinced that un-
consciously I had acquired a reputation to which I was
not entitled, and thereafter we were cordial friends, At
about this time the thievish demons ceased to annoy us.

“I have seen-in visions that which proved- to be pre-
monitory of history, political changes, tragic events, tor-
nadoes, conflagrations, murders and robberies. Onece I
gave a detective, 4 clew to a crime, and at fust glance he
said it was impogsible. When I insisted that it was right
he followed it and found his man, but with difficulty T
escaped arrest. ~ It was claimed that I knew too much to
he wholly innocent. Explanation did not sufficiently ex-
plain to that astute servant of the law, but I took him to
sleep with me one night, and my big-headed demon with
the interminable snow white tongue came and put in the
finishing argomenf. Less than a month ago I had a
vision of 01'1)13 cowljry spreading over the entire length
and breadthpf thig continent, in the enjoyment of peace
and unpreceflented, prosperity, and I feel sure this grand
premonition js to hie at some time happily realized. For
such a consupimatign it is worth while to pray.” T.P.
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ClOSE TO NATURE.

Cipse to nature, holﬂ thine ear;
Close and closer, draw thou. near;
She will speak, and thou wilt hear.

Tréasures rare she’ll give to thee,
-QGems: and: jewels. fair to see, i
«,»Crownimg hfe eternally,

Thles of hirds and' flowers and trees,
Songs of streams and sumier seas,
Bursting blooms and honey-becs.

Entér iy, through open door,
Nature welcomes to her store—
Gives thee answer evermore.

i e

She will lead thee on thy way,
Through the night and through the day,
Through her glories’ bright array,

Loving, kind, and full of cheer,
Knowing nought of doubt or fear,
She will speak,.and thou wilt hear.

Touching, too, thine own soul’s need,
She will teach thee, she will lead,
Safely, till thy soul is freed.

To thy being’s centered source,
To thy being’s ruling force,
Nature brings thee in her course.

Piercing through the shadowed mist,
Till the darkness is light-kissed,
Nature, faithful, keeps her tryst.

Mother, teacher, friend and guide,
Guard of forces glorified,
Nature does with thee abide.

Nature waits thee. Draw thou near.
She will answer. Thou wilt hear.
She will make her secrets clear.
Oak Park, TIL ELLA. DARE.
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"ONLY A DREAM.

It was only a dream, but O, how glad
My heart in pleasurc sped, .~
Mingling again with those I-had
Thought were lost and dead.
Their forms and faces wore
The same expression true,
Familiar as in days of yore—
In daysl of youth I knew,

The summer air with breathless ease
Filled our sail’s silken folds,
As our bark on sun-lit seas,
Scattered foam-wreaths like marigolds,
Wher€ eddies shied in sparkling glee,
Through isles and shady glen, -
And Wirm® hearts came and greeted me
As thidugh time had never been.

o or g ’
The dawn sped athwart.the sky
In lapges light as noon,
And oygrr.all there seemed to lie
The.dgws of early June; .
And softthe air, with music sweet,
Droppegd incense from above,
And earth.and heaven seemed to meet.
- And, Jife; was one of love, N
We wiitchéd the day fade into night
Andvpaifit the sky and sea
Tight,

With goldth hues of crimson
© o Ap feddiled dreamily -
Adown tH¢ western sun-lit land
Mid faily'scthes and throngs,
Guided by fingel loving hands ~ v
. And-the echoés of ‘their songs. .. . .
Summerland, CdL .~ BISHOP A, BEALS,
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. -Swinburne is quoted a¢ saying, “James 1. was a knave,
-8 fool, 8 tyrant, a-liar and a coward; but I love-him be-
‘cause he-slit the throat of that-blackguard Raleigh, who
invented smoking:: . e T e
Herr Cufly, a 'Gbrmen expert sent ‘to Bombay by
Emperor William, lias arranged for an animsl hospital
for the ‘purpose of studying the plague poison.. He in-
tends making extensive experiments. o

means I’ colﬁld.fcdkf’mand,’ and this appeal had an effect - i
| c{m watch with uie next night{ .

embraced only error and: faleehood,

 "RESTATED

A “Lecture Delivered at Lowel}l,’ Mass., by
' “ Theodore F. Price, .

WHO WAS SO BADLY PERSECUTED IN PHILA-

- DELPHIA—PRIMARY - LESSONS AND PRIN-

CIPLES — DIVERSIONS THEREFROM ARE

NOTED, - T SR

The near approach of another anniversary of Modern
Spiritualism impels the mind to institute a comparison
between its principles as primarily announced, and the
philosophy as it slands to-day affer being subjected to
many and various modifying influences. The forty-nine
years that have passed since its advent have brought with-
in its ranks many orders of minds; each from its original
environment; and which colors more or less the concep-
tion imbibed of these new and startling truths, . Without
considering any well defined lines of demarkation, for the
purpose of illustration, I may question in a general way
the Theosophic conception, or . Blavatskian..creation,
which is largely of East Indian origin; the Kardeckian
or French system; the Christian Spiritualist, who finds it
difficlt to eradicate entirely the inborn doctrines of his
church; aid the veteran who adheres staunchly to first
principles—of which _the trance utterances of Andrew
Jackson Davis and the Hydesville rappings were the
original exponents—and who stands firmly on the founda-
tions established by scientific-demonstration. Besides
these there are the multitudinous psychic schools, the
Christian scientists, etc., the outgrowth of the spiritual
phenomena, whose chief purpese appears to be, “how not
to.do it,” or how not-to believe it, and those who “touch-
and-go” at the commands of Mother Grundy.

PRIMARY PRINCIPLES,

It may therefore be well to refer to some of the-primary
lessons and principles laid down by the first spirit teach-
ers who had charge of the movement, and observe how
far some of us have drifted from the original course; and
take a few bearings in order to see if we are still in the
right “psychic” latitude,

The pioneer communications and discourses given by
the spirit world through the media that were rapidly de-
veloped from every department of life, all over the land,
clearly indicated that the trend intended by the pro-
jectors of the movement was adverse to all the present
popular forms of theological teaching. It was umformly
declared that transcendental gods and partial and exclu-
sive divinities vested with power to institute and remit
penalties for infractions of any form of law, cut no figure
in their then startling, novel—and when examined and
understood—fascinating and satisfying system.

NATURE’S SYSTEM OF EVOLUTION.

A sympathetic philosophy was substituted for eold and
empty Fagenntry; dogmalism was swept away by the prin-
ciple of enlightened teaching;and thesimpledemonstrated
facts of the present were made to take the place of the
misty and musty traditions of the past. One of the very
first lessons taught was, that of Nature’s system of cosmic
Evolution as opposed 1o the orthodox theory of creation,
along with that of spiritual development ihrough cul-
ture and experience, subject to the unvarying law of
eternal progression, the lines of which hore equally upon
the conditions of both the material and spiritualwvorlds,
w}llich were shown to be acting and reacting upon cach
other.

THE GOD IDEA.

The God-idea was shown to have originated in tree, ser-
pent, and ancestor worship, and in various other ways
comimon to. the puerile coneeptions of the untutored

‘mind. It was also deduced that the idea of a satanic per-

sonality owed its existence to the fear of man of the ac-
tion of the destructive forces of Nature, and ignorance of
their governing laws. While man now recognized the
creative power, and the universal prevalence of natural
law, and the unvarying harmony of its working, the mosi
exalted intellects of to-day are no nearer defining the at-
tributes of & typieal god than were our unschooled ances-
tors ten thousand years ago. Iivery individual who as-
sumes to cherish some conception of deity, forms his god,
materially or mentally, according to a standard hounded
by hig greater or lesser degree of enlightenment, and em-
bracing the qualities of the human personalities with
which he is familiar.

SACRED BOOKS.

There was no acknowledgment, nor is, by the spirit
teachers of the exislence of any special divinely-inspired
work, Bible, Koran, compilation or code of laws, in any
form emanating from an infallible source. 1t was shown
that the so-called sacred books upon which rest the vari-
ous and multidinous religions of the world were and are
but records of tradition, folk-lore, superstition and spe-
cial providences, national and personal, sirung upon a
thread of more or less authentic history. It was proven
by reference to the demonstrations of science, that Na-
ture’s governing forceshad never varied one jot or tittle for
the special benefit of any individual, tribe or nation; and
that such an occurrence would have jangled the chords
of the whole universe, and jostled in their paths the
countless myriads of solar systems—suns with their fam-
ilies of planets and satellites—in their ceaseless circum-
ambient procession through boundless space. All mir-
acles were relegated to the realms of myth.and fable, as
being hut the result of exaggeration, mendacious slate-
ments, and ignorance of the operation of Nature’s subtile
elements.

TOUCHSTONE OF REASON.

On the foundations laid by the material scientists, the
teachers of the spirit-world builded their enduring strue-
ture whose shining dome pierces the realms of immortal
life, and whieh is illuminated by the lambent radiance of
imperishable suns. The corner-stone of this angel-built
structure is Truth, and no element is incorporated in its
system that does not bear the touch-stone of Reason.

Walking hand in hand with science, Spiritualism
demonstrates that all idess inculcating special creations
are fallacies, originating through a belief in miracles
wrought by and through some personification of Supreme
power not amenable to the control of natural law.- It
teaches that througout all the countless eons of time,
from the most finite beginnings, there has been a cease-
less unfoldment from within through all departments of
life; simpler cells and forms combining to produce more
complicated and higher aspects; and that the evolution
of spiritual and intellectual has kept even pace and has
correlated with the physical through the ceaseless har-
monious workings of the law of eternal development.

. Through the phenomena of Spiritualism is demon-
strated spirit~communion and the continuity of life after
thie change called death; proving that man in becoming
immortal, loses none of his mental acquisitions, and that
he is distinguished in spirit-life by the same attributes
of mind that united to form his individuality in earth

life; that he takes up the thread of human experience on *3

the other side of the grave just where he laid it down
on this gide, and continues with those pursuits which are
congenial to his mind and necessary: for his'development
in the line'of and consonant with' the Taw of eternal pro-
gression, - St Eem

0

|- The primary fact that the intelligences manifesting
through rap, trance, writing, or any .otlier.phase of the]

phenomens,- were very human, anvouncing themselves
a8 existing: and - moving in close sympathy and near:en-
vironment-with: all departments of human life—hailing
neither from heaven, hell nor purgatory, nor. any other
arbitrary locality of reward or punishment that eor-
responded with the orthodox idea or any other theological
system—proved that the creeds of the popular churches
and that their as-
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The To-Morrow of Death,

.-+OR THE...
Future Life According to Secience,

BY LOUIS FIGUIER.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH
BY 8. R. CROCKEE,

A VERY FASCINATING WORK,

This fine volume might well have been entitled
8piritualism Demonstrated by Scicuce. It {a writtem
in that peculiar interesting siyle In which French
writers excel when they would popularize sclentifig
subjects in adapiation to the needs of the general
reader. The author {s hot 8 Spiritualist—he even
mouiions Spirftualists a8 “'devotecs of 8 new super-
stitfon,” ete,, ete., In which he manpifests the usual
onimus of the “scienuific class,”" yel he says agaln:
*“I'here fsa trus and rospectable fdes in Spiritualism,”
and regarde a8 proved “the favt of culnmuouication
between superhumans sud the fuhabitants of Earth;"
and he goes oo to relate tnstunces of fact in evidenee,
There {s, w 8 Splritualst, o manifest discrepaucy in
theauthors's tdeas, but the weil-read mind wiil resdily
select and arrange the pros and cons, and out of the
whole will find not only guod mentnl culture, but
much vaiuable information. The author holds the
theory of relucarmativn.  Price ¢1.50. For sale at
tuls ofilce.

—The Evolution of the Dex;il.-

By Henry Frank, the Independent preacher of New
York Clty. The most Jearned, accurate, selent!tc and
phllosophical snalysis of His Satanle Majesty ever
published. The book coutalns 66 puges, and 18 beau-
{fully bound, with llkeness of aucthor on title page,
’rice 25 cents, ’

Mahomet, the Nlustrinss.

BY GODFREY HICGINS, ESQ.

. This work {8 one of (he Library of Liberal Ctassics.
No author was better quatiied to write an fmpartial
apd hovest 11fe of Mahowmet than Godfrey Higglus,
opd this volume {s {ntensely intercsting, 1t should he
read in conjunction whth Gibbon's work,  For sale at
ibis otice. Price, 25 cents.

THE REAL ISSUE.

By Moses HuLL. A compound of the two pampl-
lets, *T'he lrrepressible Conflict,” and “Your Auswer
or Your Lifes™ with dmportant additfons, making a
book of 160 pages all for 2 ceuts.  This book contuing
stalistics, facts and documents, on the tendencies of

the times, that every ono should hsve. For sale at
this office,

SPIRITUAL HARP,
A Collection of Vocal Music for the
Chotr, Congregation and Soctal

Circles.

By J. M. Peebles and J. O. Barrett; E. . Balley,
Muslcal Editor. New editlon, Culled from a wide
field of lterature with the most critical care, free
from all theologlical Lims, throl:bing with the soul of
fnapiration, embodying the principles and virtues of
the spiritual philogophy, sct (o the most cheerful aud
popuiar music, (nenrly all orlgina), end soapted toall
veeasfons, {t 18 doubtless the tmost attractive work of
thekind ever yubiishied. 18 heautdful. songe. duets
'lud quartets, with piano, orgsn or melodcon accum-

panlinent, adapted bothy to pubiie weetings und the
soclal circles. Cloth, 62.00. VPostars 14 cents.

INGERSOLL’'S ADDRESS

Before the New York Unitarfan Club. The firat time
{nthe history of the world that a Christian Assoclation
ever fovited a noted fnfidel to lecture befgre them.
The lecture {s 8 gramd one, and was received by the
Club with contlnuous appianse from beginning toend,
The pamaphlet contains 12 pages, beautifuliy printed,
Price 6 centg; ten coples, 50 cents.

NMCATN
—IN THE—
PAS1, PRESENT, AND FUTURE.

A PCPULAR ACCOUNT OF

lasulss of recent sclentific rescarch reparding the
origwa, position and prospects of msnkind.
From the German of

DR. LUDWIG BUCHNER,

Autbor of “Force and Matter,” Exsays on Nature and
Science,” *Physiowogioal Metures,” “Six Lee-
tures on Darwin," Ete.

‘The grest mystery of existence conslsts {n perpet-
aal and uninterrupted change. Everything is innnor-
1al avd Indestructible—the smallest wormn as well ag
the most enormout of the celestial bodies—the sand
i'rain or the water drop as well as the highest beingin
creation, man and his thouglits, Only the forms In
vhich being manifests {taelf are changing: but Belng
wwelf remains eternally the rame awd hinperistable

Vhen we die we do not Joke oursclves, but only oul
crsonal consciousness. We llve on fn nature, inout
‘v, in eur children, in our decds, In our thougiis—

- short, in the entire material and phyrical contribu-

-n which, during our short personsl cexistence, we

-+ furnished to the subsistence of mankind rnd of

ot memewal ML Mueshner

The Molecular Hypothesié

OF NATURE.

BY PROF. W. M. LOCKWOQOD.

The only treatise cver offered tho reading wnd
thinking public-In the interest of modern Spiritual
Ism, thet {8 absolutely free from the theorias 61 super
stitlon, and which
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iment Jehovah; the’
.orthodox form of God,
8d Joined in the processign about the gréat white throne;
hearing palms in their hands and singing psalms, .
-There appeared to be & very careless disregard for 'that
ay, the thought of which was in earth-life" so- fearful,
the dreadful day of Judgment, There scemed to be
great equanimity of wind as to consequences among those
“who were eventually to take their places among the
- Sheep or the goats to he exalted or condemned at the com-
“Ing of that “great dnd terrible day of the Lord,” when he
should judge the quick and the dead and when the gold-
paved streets of heaven, or the suphurous flames of hell
should be their portion. Therefore, toward this icono-
clastic and radical iniruder that so mercilessly and irve-
verently denounced all its so-called sacred dogmas and
Araditions—and by irrefragable seientific evidence, -de-
monstrated that all its asstmptions were false, thereby
~destroying its power-—the church was forced to assume a
hostile attitude for sheer self-preservation.
In its methods of operation, ihe widely diversified
. stratas of society, and the departments of life from which
its instruments were chosen, and is total disregard for
i . shams and all manmade - religious institutions, demon-
' strated conclusively that the spiritual philesephy was en-
tirely at varianece with, and antagonistic to'all theological
_establishments.  In the seleetion of its {eachers, the oc-
cupants of pulpits-——the sanetified exponents of creeds—
all those who assumed the distinctive garh of superior
sanciity, were entively ignored. Iis agents were chosen
from the shoemaker’s bench, the lowly cottage, the fac-
tory, the field of the agriculturist and the-home-circle;
and - quite frequently they were children entirely un-
schooled, whose marvelons utterances- confounded the
most erudite sages, The tHeological schoals were passed
' { by, and their "entire ‘cwriculum ignored; then why

of the Igyptinns, by borrowing the nomenclature of or-
thodoxy? S ' Co o
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY WAS SPIRITUALISM
Since the: extinction -of primitive Christianity, which
oceurred soon after its introduetion, and  which then
meant Spiritualism fromthe very nature of its phenomena,
-there has heen no such character ag-a-Christian Spiritual-
ist. 'The termis an-anomaly from the fact of the innate
antagonism of the modern form of ifs dogmas to the basic
prineiples of- the- doctrine -from -which- it- borrowed its
name, :

" Christianity, {he term to-<;]ay in any connection, em¢
bodies the idea that Christ is an-incarnation of orthodox

primitive sin; while Spiritualism ignores the “fall of
many” rendering . “redemption” wnnecessary by proving
that every individnal is his own Savior.
Man’s environments in carth-life make him what he is
heye; and what he primarily will be hereafter; and his
- spirit bears the impress of all his acts, small and- great,
. Doth good and bad; and the results can only be effaced
‘by growth, and the education of experience. Man is re-
- gponsible to himeself alone, thus precluding the possibility
L OI% a deathbed repentance, and the utility of a scapegoat
to carry away the fruits of wrong-doing. Secars on the
= gpirit can only be eradicated by man’s own exertions in
" an antipodal direction. '
MODERN CHRISTIANITY SPURIQUS.

Tt has been well said, that in the period embraced in
- tthe first thirty-three years of primitive Christianity, after
~making all due allowance for environment, and the ab-
- solute ignorance at that time of aatural law, and the ex-

istence of certain potent imponderable forces underlying
‘the spiritual manijfestations of that day, as they do those
of this, and of which we now have comparatively, some
_-knowledge, the records show that the leading features
_~embraced in the phenomena of Modern Spiritualism were
- characteristic of the first few years of the Christian dis-
* pengation. In its later forms Christianity is entirely re-
~moved from ifs original base, and it is now actively en-
gaged in endeavoring to destroy the later spiritual edifice
":huilded upon its original foundations, 'The church of
“to-dayis bt an aggregation of old pagan forms and cere-
= monies, both branches, Catholic and Protestant alike; the
Iatier only a modification of the former, and neither em-
bracing aught but the merest shadow of the precepts
" enunciated by the medium its founder.
~The pagan nations that combined to form the
church as organized under the likewise pagan Con-
stantine in the beginning of the fourth century, were
too coarse and materially minded to comprehended any-
thing other than what appealed to the outward senses;
" consequenily what little may have remained of the
"~ original Spiritualism was incontinently smothered be-
~“neath a load of ceremonial and covered with the gaud
~and glitter of Roman pageantry. In like manner it
.. would frequently appear that the tendency crops out for
" modern Spiritualists to get away from first principles and
“the dear familiar landmarks of the gpiritual philosophy
- with all its consolations and natural simplicity, and to
. -adopt other and more popular modifications and off-
- shoots from the parent stem, which are offered in various
- pleasing and sugar-coaled forms and guises. There al-
- ways have existed high and mighty exclusives, the ultra
advanced, ambitions to rule cults and secs of their own;
of such was the tartar Blavatsky; some of themn have come
. in contact. with the un-American aristocracies of the old
.- world, and imbibed a conception of some peculiar and in-
<. congruous form of caste; verily these shall find a length-

- ening train of followers!

MODERN SPIRITUALISM IS RADICAL.

. Modern Spiritualism, per se, is radical, and makes no
" compromise with error, no matier how attractive and
“popular its garh. 1t began nearly forty-nine years ago
< on an entirely new and original foundation; borrowing
* mothing from tradition, {faith or superstition, basing its
“assumptions and all its phenomena on scientifically de-
" monstrated facts: and it is not now {o he warped from its
%~ foundations by any form of creedalism, or mysticism that
at intervals heats ahout its foundation.

It 1s needless to reiterate what is known to all who are
acquainied with its history, that when Modern Spiritual-
ism first come before the world secking recognition, it
found no home or abiding place; was christened a child
of the devil, and persecuied by every Christian church in
Christendom. No religious establishment opened its
“doors to it and gave to this heneficent offspring of Truth
and Science a welcome 1o its altars, The thunders from
-every pulpit in the land were fulminated against it, and
its mediums and exponents were subjected to every form
‘of humiliation, and made outcasts from sociely. Yet, not-
withstanding all this it numbers its followers by millions,
~-and has made more converts in the fifty years since its ad-

vent than any faith or religion has done in many cen-
.- turles. :

CONVERTED BY EVIDENCE.

Its converts have become convinced of the truth of its
rinciples through the evidence of their five senses; the
-“bridge is burned behind them, and they cannot turn back
* without doing violence to their reason. This philosophy

- has fully demonstrated its iruth, benuty and power, and
"~ has well proven that it is no longer a weakling, being en-
~--dorsed and its principles sustained hy the staunchest and
- best scientific minds of the age. It stands on its own
- merils, and is capable of demonstrating its position in

every detail, and ig armed at all points to resist the at-

- “tacks of sophistry and shams of which it is the implacable
- “destroyer. - -, e R ]
EERRE RELIGION AND SCIENCE.

-~ ‘However much we inay love; fondle and ‘cherish- the
*_ term religion, it has nsually been found associating with
., very bad eompany, and in.its general acceptance means
. = creedalistic theology. It was applied originally to the
_early monkish establishments: which weré the homes of

qt"

-~ should Spiritualists show a hankering after the flesh-pots|

divinity, and that his crucifixion was an atonement for|.

the lowest orders: of superstition and the most debasir™|

\BEF, e Ailiflde arg: Hening
¢ bones, and the valleys are
of millions ‘who have been ‘slain in. order that religions
might live!, Between religion and science there hus been
in‘progress a struggle to the death, with the odds terribly
against the former, until to-day it is gasping in’its ex:
piring throes.  Then why should Spiritualism adoypt the
war-cry of the enemy it has defeated? .

‘In the larger cities Chyistian church edifices are offered
for sale to Spiritualists; but they do not buy! and why¥
The réason is ohvious:. If orthodox church stock con-
tinues to depreciate during the next twenty years as it has

fered at a much lower price; in fagt, it may then be good
policy. to let spiritual societies tale possession on paying
running expenses! A large proportion of the congrega-
tions of a great number of the popular denominations’are
in principle Spiritualists already!
SPIRTITUALISM AND SCIENCE.

Spiritualism—ifrom its inherent elements, the manner
in which it manifests its truths, showing the action of
mind upon matter by means of the magnetic connecting
link hetween the two, and dealing with the imponderable
forces, by means of which its phenomena is produced—
is placed distinetly in the realm of science. Religion
deals witly gods and priests and creeds, with faiths and
forms and ceremonies, and refuses to be tried or tested by
the process of reasoning, but illogically forces the accept-
ance of its dogmas, though opposed to every.conception
of justice and the action of natural law. Scientifie. Spir-
itualism—and there Is no other—calls on man to use his
reason; leads him into the realms of thought, where he
is taught to compare, to weigh and analyze, and to learn
all that the mind can grasp and assimulate in the sue-
cessive stages of enlightenment.- , L

In the philosophy of Spiritualism can be found the only
solution of the problem of creation, and therein lies the
only yeasonable hypothesis for the existence of all things.
It conclusively demonsirates the immortality of the soul,
through the countless indubitable proofs which it offers
of spirit communion; demonstrates the existence and na-
ture of the sublimated matteér of the spirit-bedy, and
enunciates the actuality of the origin of life through the
natural processes of evolution., = It arrogates to its teach-
ers no peculiar sa‘n_c,tit{, who are without the theological
halo that pertains to the pulpit; its exponents being sus-
tained by their own merits and skill as expounders of
truth and it entirely repudiates all conceptions of ec-
clesiastical caste. - ' :

ASTRAL SHELLS, HOOT-KOOMI, ETC,
When this philosophy, in its modern form, was first
made known to the world, directed by the group of im-
mortal scientists, headed by Franklin, nothing was said
nbout “astral shells,” “bodies of desire,” the Blavaiskan
creation of the “Hoot-Koomi,” or the “adepts;” whose
mysterious habitations are supposed to exist in the sha-
dowy caves of the Himalayss. Nothing was said abouat
the transmigration of souls, or any modifications of the
idea; or any other of the nauseous weeds that have been
transplated from the Jewish Caballa and the traditions of
India, some of which have hecome popular fads, and are
being acelimated in order that they may take root in the
beautiful gardens of Spiritvalism,sand transform it into
a tangled jungle of the Orient.
The intelligences communicaling through the earlier
and later mediums announce that they were and are our
fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers, children and
friends, as well as the wise and foolish, known and un-
known, from every nation, kindred, tongue and people.
These were, and are still, distinguished as spirits by the
traits and personal idiosyncrasies that marked them while
denizens of the material world, and by means of which
they are known and recognized when communicating
with mortals {hrongh media.
The Blavatskan Theosophist tells ws that we have been
deluded all these years; that we have been communicating
only with “astral shells,” “bodies of deésire,” ete,, ele.;
that tlrese queer things have been the controls of all the
mediyms—modern at least—from Andrew Jackson Davig
to the latest developed sensitive through whom spirits
manifest!
It is declared from spirit source, that while the spread
of truth, per se, with the consolations drawn from spirit
communion, are indeed prominent factors in the move-
ment, one of the strongest and most urgent reasons for
the dissemination among mortals of a knowledge of the
real conditions of spirit life is that the teachers and mis-
sionary agencies there are being so over-crowded with the
constantly arriving millions of darkly and densely igno-
rant minds from carth, that they could not he educated
as rapidly as was desirable; and that a large proportion of
these spirits newly born from the mortal form, were so
crude and the earth earthy—so unspiritual, that they
can he reached only from the mortal side amid the con-
ditions to which they are altached. It is therefore pro-
posed by the spirit teachers that as much as possible of
this primary education, necessary for the spirit beginning
progression should be accomplished while in the earth-
life, by removing erroneous ideas relating to the condition
of the soul and spirit after the change called death, as
commonly enunciated from the pulpits of the popular, or-
thodox churches. ‘

It is a stale of mind that greatly conduces to their spir-
itual advancement for mortals to be informed previous
{o transition, that the conditious of spirit-life are, in the
fullest measure, sufficient for the full and complete un-
foldment of all the faculties of the human soul. The
comforting fact thal our immortal friends are about us,
mingling in our affairs and partaking of our enjoyments,
show they still retain every human attribute, howbeit
divested of much of the selfishness developed hy earthly
conditions, and the love principle is expanded and devel-
oped & thousand fold.

1t is demonstrated by the spiritual philosophy that the
spirit form inereases in stature when cut off from further
material growth, in childhood, in the world beyond; and
after the lapse of corresponding periods of time, our loved
ones show themselves as progressing through all the vari-
ous changes and stages of man and womanhood. They
tell us_of their “homes over there,* of their schools and
colleges, and wonderful inventions, their physicians and
teachers, their artisans and philosophers, their musicians
and players, their friends mortal and immortal; and how
our spirit guides, guardians and inspirers strive in every
way to guard, warn and assist us, who are still-on the

munication will-admit; convey to us an understanding of
what constitutes the experiences of actual spirit life.

N
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Sir Isaac Pitman, the shorthand man, and vegetarian,
who died a short time ago, was peculiar in his habits,
He arose every morning at 4 o’clock and went to his desk,
where he worked with short pauses only for his simple
meals, until 10 at night. -On Sundays he preached in the
Swedenborgian Church. S .
Archbishop Martinelli, the apostolic delegate and repre-
sentative of the Pope in the United States, has just sus-
tained a severe Joss by the death of his only surviving
brother, the Augustinian monk, Father Aurelius Mar-
tinelli. The Archbishop’s other, brother, Cardinal Mar-
tinelli, died two or three years ago. - »

Mrs. McKinley presented to each of the young. ladies
in her party who attended the inaugural ball a handsome
fan and lace handkerchief as a souvenir of-her love.. - -
Mrs.- John Shermaris exceedingly well read and deeply
interested in current events. Next year she and Secre-
ggry:' Shermam will be able to celebrate their golden wed-
ding. e ]
King Leopold of Belginm is véry fond of going about
incognito. ~-Whenever hé finds it possible to go to Eng-
land unaccormpanied he strolls arourd the streets like an
humble-tourist. R '

- _immorality. To the student and historian, to all who ex=
- amine its records, the term is too suggestive of all that is

.

= Katxuo’Hatoy’dmn, Y grad_uate, :ofi Yale, in the class of

are flowing ved with the blood

in the same time in the past, chiireh buildings will be of-

earth-plane; and as well as the limited means of com-]
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PROT. VON HOLST .

STORY _WITH! 4]QX;§I]G'1‘NESS‘——H ISTORIAN TO
. WRITE A TRIEGTISI, :
_-T'o the Editor:—As set forth by the Chicago Tribune,
Edward-von Holstfirofessor of history in the University
of Chicago, has sfastled the world of science by the-an-
nounceent that e is dbout to prepare an illustrated

Naples that erystals are living entities.

This endden decluration that the matter hitherto sup-
posed to be inert.réally feems with active life in all its
phases flashes upon humanity one of the most astonish-
mg démonstrations of modern times. 1t is classed with
the great. discovery of Darwin, which set the world won-

vehemence that it is ot a dream, nor & theory; but a fact,
"To demonstrate it 4o,the world, as the discoverer demon-
strated itvto him-yecently in Italy, is one object of the
forthcoming pamphlet,. ~ ~ -~ 700 S
Prof. von Holst nlso seeks. to raise by tlic sale of his
brochure some of the $500,000 néeeded to elaborate the
discovery and profusely. illustrate. it.. He desires that
America be a sharer in the honor of giving new light to
the world of sciencerpy contributing to this expense fund.
MEDICINE MAY BENEFIT GREATLY.
The possibilities of the new discovery are yet vague ag
far ag their application is coneerned, hut it is expected
that medicine will :henefit- greatly hy it and that the
hitherto accepted system of philosophy will have to un-
dergo remodeling.... ... . s

anatomy in the University of Naples. He also is a con-
sulting physician: “-During his recent vacation Prof. von
Hojst spent.much time in Naples and hecame aequainted
with Prof: von -Schroen, As.ihey grew to be closer
friends the discoverer, little by little, imparted the secret
of the crystals to his companion. . :

"Prof. 'von Holst learned that Von Schroen, believing
gso-called inanimete natter veally- was alive, conduncted
experiments to demonstrate the foct. He used powerful
magnifying glasses made expressly for this purpose. . He
was delighted to findanortal loves and tragedies enacted
by parts of what to the naked eye were dead or inorganic
substances. o .

PHOTOGRAPHS THE LIVING CRYSTAL,

By the aid of a camera co-operating with his magnify-
g glassés he was able to photograph these living crys-
tals.” He made fourteen pictures of separate entities.
By repeating the photographic process at different times
he was able to show the progressive development of each
of his gxamples. ~ ™

Among the wonderful processes shown was the birth
of & haby crystal. Thie %‘fduul separation of the infant
‘from the mother e:é;st}ﬂ Was shown, :

Prof. von Schr '_'n‘als'é discovered that erystals are
‘bellicose. 1t is wal to Jhe death among them, They
clash savagely with ea 'h other. They fight in twos,
the old-time hand*to-land combat of the ancients.
"There is no cessatioh until one expires. A singular fact,
however, is that crystals born of the same mother never
combat. Their relations are those of amity and lave.

‘VON HOLST EXPECTS GREAT THINGS.
These phases of ‘crystal; life are shown in the photo-
graphs. . ‘,J )}
“Of course, I am a historian and not an expert in sci-
ence,” suid Prof. von Holst, “but T saw these things with
my own eyes, g0 Dreannotdoubt them, And when so
eminent an investigatow us ‘Spencer has' studied my
friend’s views and becomes converted to them I do not
see how there can be any question as to their genuine-
ness. :

“There are hundreds of the photographs and besides
niany drawings made by Von Schroen direct from the
microscopic observation. These latter are colored and
show the evolution of matter. ‘
“It is arduous, painstaking, and costly work to develop
the pictures. It will require $500,000 to secure what we
want for distribution, We expect to ninke thousands
of them and distribute them through the world for sci-
entific men to examine.
“I have no interest in {he matter except as a lover of
truth and a friend of the discoverer.”

SEEKS AID FROM GOVERNMENTS.
Prof. von Schroen has applied to the Governments of
Germany, Austria, and Italy for financial aid in carrying
out his researches and laying the result before the world
in as perfect and complete a form as possible. He would
prefer the assistance to come from IHaly, becanse his
labors are centered there.

Prof. yon Holst hopes to begin work on his treatise on
crystal life soon, ung, if his health will permit it, to
finish the pamphlet during the summer. As he said,
he bronght back with him from Naples a large numnber
of Von Schroen's photographs. He has guarded them
with faithful zeal. He believes the new light will revolu-
tionize philosophy, hecause it strikes at the very base of
creation, When the germ was discovered it shed a flood
of new light on science that benefited humanity ineal-
culably and marked one of the most notable strides in the
advance of medical science.

MAY CURE “INCURABLE DISEASES.

Prof. von Holst is sanguine that the Von Schroen dis-
covery will be magy times greater in importance than the
germ discovery. ln the domain of hygiene practical re-
sults are looked for that may overturn mnedical theories as
facts at the present time. The power of one crystal to
annihilate another may be focused in a winning battle
on diseases that now are held to be incurable.

Prof. von Sehroen has spent thirty years of his sixty
in work on the vital erystal theory. He was born in
Bavaria, He has two sons in the-German army. ‘A
large part of his life has been passed in Italy.

ROMANTIC COLOR IN THE WORK.,

Romantic color ig:given to-Prof. von Holst's meager
disclosures and promised;labors in the manner by which
Dr. Von Schroen’s secret was imparted o him,

All Chicagoans remember how the venerable historian
was given a Jeave of absence about a year ago on account
of ill-health, and how hé“went to Naples hoping for hene-
fit from the mild clinf#t¥ - »

Holst met Prof. von Sehroen and asked him to become
his physician. - The"’d*_(}ptqr “long before had given up
practice, but he grew 4ttached to the historian and agreed
to look after lis cdse.'tIt was during the chats of

Prof. von Holst is,not: well now, and finds that his
duties in the Universjty of Cliicago tax his strength to the
utmost.- But so strang:is his gratitude to his physician

of elaborating the crystal discovery. : '
And during the hot summer months, while most col-

9f Von Schroen will address himself to writing a treatise
on the evolution thegry as applied to.“inanimate”. sub-
stances. - . ' S Lot
set every Spirituslist to-thibking—thinking to'some pur-
pose. * Why has this discovery been left to mortals? Why
have not wise spirits presented these facts? Simply be-.

be studied from the material side of life, and not from
the spirit side, and {liis is the reason why adventuresome

*78 has been elected Speaker of the Japanese Parliament.

.V 8T ARNNOUNCES A STARTLING |
DISCOVERY%’YI’DM& SPARK IN CRYSTALS--
VON SCHROEN'S [RESEARCI DEVELOPS A
NEW IDEA—NE SBES THE SHAFTS MOVE—
MICROSCOPIOU PIIGTOGRAPHS TELL THE|

treatise on the, disepyery anade by Prof. von Schroen of-

dering a half century ago. - The Chicago historian, while
guarding the minutedetails of the new idea, declares with

.. Prof. von Schroen occupies the chair of pathological

‘when':trying “to” ékplain ‘the lan tom X
They Jiave not sense enough to realize that they know s
little of matter-and its laws as the mortals do of spirii
and its laws. It makes one sick to hear some spuits
talk “learnedly” of matter-and its laws, when they are
only capable of dealing with spirit and its laws. When| |
Spiritnalists learn-to think to some purpose, then and
not {ill then will they-advance to a higher mental plane.
, R DIVINE WRIGHT,

e ——(—
~~ ANN ODELIA DISS DEBAR.

THIS NOTORIOUS BARNACLE WHO POSED AS-A
MEDIUM IN NEW YORK AND CHICAGO, IS
NOW TRYING T0 JOIN THE THEOSOPHISTS.

It appears from the Wisconsin, a paper: published at

Milwaukee, that the Theosophists -of that city " have

scored a good deal of trinmph in their discovery recently

that a woman who came here, professing to he oné of their
numbper and calling herself Mis. Gilbert, is in reality the

‘notorious Ann Odelia Diss Debar, known to New York

and Chicago, and for various reasons to most of the gen-

eral public. She was suclis well known character that

‘her indentification was easy, and only shortly after her

coming it was suggested-that Mrs, Gilbert was the wo-

.man who had stirred other than theosophical circles in

New York years ago by her indentification with a num-

ber of swindles in which some prominent lawyers and

othiers were conceined. ~ She was promptly sent notice to
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far as South Milwaukee by two members of the Theoso-
phical ‘society, who were determined that she should be
no further- indentified with them. She went from here
to Chicago. '
~ Miss Debar came {o Milwankee several weeks ago and
engaged board af one of the hest boarding-houses in the
city, appearing to the landlady a quiet, middle-aged wo-
man, with light, wavy hair and not particularly well
dressed. She began at once attending the meetings of
the Theosophical society and speaking there and with
members at other times, and apparently deeply interested
in the teachings in which she professed belief. She was
50 enthusiastic about the sciences that she talked of it in-

of
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cessanily-in the house where ghe boavded, and hefore long
every day saw’a procession of visitors at the place {o see
Mrs. Gilbert and to talk with her about Karma. To do
the woman justice she was well up on all the teachings
and well informed about all the teachers representing the
modern school of philosophy, and she talked well and at
length to eager listeners about her professed helief and
theirs,

Before long, however, suspicion was aroused by various
actions on her part that her interest in the doctrine was
not so real as she had made apparent, and the members
bestirred themselves {o identify Mrs. Gilbert with their
recollections of Miss Debar. A letter was written by O.
Ii. Severance of the local branch, to the headquarters of
the society in New York, asking for a description of the
woman, and it was wmailed back with no delay, giving a
pen picture and declaring ignorance of her present where-
ahouts Meanwhile it chanced that a picture of Miss
Debar, published in most of the newspapers throughont
the country at the time of the New York story, was ob-
{ainable here in the cify, and Mrs. Gilbert was promptly
confronted with the overwhelming stafement that she
was no other than Miss Ann Odelia Diss Debar.  What-
ever objection she had to concwrrence with this firm he-
lief was speedily silenced by- the unavoidable recognition
of her own features in the pieture with which she was con-
fronted, and to the request that she leave the city im-
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THE GOSPEL OF BUDDH,

According to 0ld Records.”

BY DR. PAUL CARUS,_

A translation from Japanese, made under ths aut.

of the Rev. Bhaku Suyen, delegate to the Par.*

lament i nellglons, Was lately published in Japan.
Pricesl. For eaie at this ofiice. .
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)In England (Contfnued fn Threq . .+ 4§

snd Statements of Members of the A

Arrived in the Ttalid¥ city, the story goes, Prof von -

physician and patientthat the secret gradually came out. |

and friend that he spon, will-address himself to the task |-

lege ‘instructors are faking needed recreation, the friend |
The above stateniénit is most astounding, and should |

canse material laws and- the peculiarities of matter must |

mediately she had no response except acquiescence,

possession warranted {o {ake her to Chicago.

a choir exit she achieved a disappearance and had it given
out promptly to the intcren‘te(i world that she had been
kidnapped. This was the accepted version for some
time, and the police were at their wil’s end to find the
noted leader and teacher; and she had front-page staries
and iljustrations in the newspapers for some days until
the police who were lookingher up accidentally found her
to her dismay, and the Vera Ava notion was exploded to
give place to the theory, casily proved, that she was Diss
Debar.

it is extremely fortunate for the local society that her

identity was so soon-discovered, as she had done a good

deal of harm elsewhere by those who did not learn that
her belief in theosophy was only assumed to suit her pur-
Poscs. -
0
: 0
MISSOURI STATE ASSOCIATION,

At the annual delegate meeting of this association, re-
cently held in Springfield, the following persons were
chosen as its Kxecutive Board during the ensuing vear:
J. M. Bell, president; J. M. Allen, sceretary: . R. Hux-
ley, treasurer; John T. Shank, 1sl vice-president; S. (.
Mills of Monett, 2nd vice-president; Mrs. Amelia I.. An-
drews, of Liberal, and Miss (‘ora M. (‘arpenter, of Hanni-
bal, trustees for one year; J. M. Mitchell and . .J. Under-
wood, {rustees for two years; and Mr=. L. N. Fckas and
Mrs. L. (. Hawking, trustees for three vears. i
This association was incorporaied under ihe laws of
the State of Missouri, February 16, 1891, 1t is legally

State; to ordain properly qualified persons as ministers
of the Gospel of Spiritualism; to license medinms; and to
perform any other functions appropriate to a religious
State hody. 1t is chartered by the National Association
—~vwhich secures to each local hranch society in the State
a representation in the National Conventions, without the
necessity of procuring a charter from the N, 8, A,

It is desired {o canvass the State thoroughly; to organ-
ize and charter additional braneh societies; to mainiain a
Bureau of Inforination, between places desiring speakers
and speakers desiring places; {o develop an adequate mis-
sionary fund; to accomplish a complete spiritual census
of the State, and do vurious other work, hy co-operation
of those specially concerned and inierested, All Spirit-
ualists and friends throughout the State, fecling an in-
terest in developing ihe cause and bringing it to the front
in Missouri, should put {hemselves into immediate com-
munication with the Stale Secretary, enclosing stamp.
Springfield, Mo. J. MADISON ALLEN, Sec.

)
A/

LA BELLE FRANCE TO COLUMBIA.

Oh, Queen of Freedom, hear the cry

‘. Which wounded Cuba sends to thee;

Thou canei: not, must not let her die:
One smile of thine would set her free.

~ Pdy now fo Freedom of her dve—
~ How vast, how very vast ihy debt;
, ‘Thﬂﬂood would bound with strength anew,
~ And brighter gleam thy Coronet. '

What! “ Silent? Listen, thou shalt hear
- -The cry of Cuba io be fyee;

What dammed spirit dulls thine ear,

. As now she kneels and pléads to thee?

" ...*"Awake Columbia! speak the word, .

" - __Ere yonder passing sun shall set;.. - .. .

- Untheathe, if 1t must be, thysword;- = 0«
Remember France and Lafayette! -~ " .

S I -CHARLES WESLEY KYLE., -~
- 1,_fIn San R

Franeisco Call; -
R.-L. Stevenson, Prof. ‘Henry Drummond and “Tan
‘Maclaren™ were classmates at the Edinburgh University,

pretentious spirits generally make fools ‘of themselves

and fiot one of the three won distinction as a-student,

R
f . - : »

To
make quite sure that her departure was bona fide, she was
seen safely outside the city limits and with a ticket in her

In Chicago Miss Debar is a well known figure, {oo, only

of Vera Ava. As Vera Ava she went one day into one of
the large churches theve, and through an organ door or

empowered {o charter hranch societies throughout the |y

PART 1. THE PENTATEUCH. |

Comments on Genesls, Fxodus, Leviticus, Numbers
and Deuteronomy, by o

. . Blake, Rev, Pheboe Hanaford, Clar 'S
there she will bhe regogmzed by the name she wick Colby, Kilen Ba{u,,,,'mm':k?
fancied for that loeality some vears ago—that Mrs. Lowlse Southworth, Ur-

siwla N. Qestefeld, and
Frances E. Bare.

—_— s

“In every soul there fs bound up some tyuth and .
g0y error, und each glves to the world of thought -
what 5o other oke possesses. —Cousin, -

of bright minds nre of deep Interest, and throw &
SuU'ong and new Jight on the Blble teachings relating
to womau. All should read ft.

Pn-lpq__ﬁOc. B For sale at this Office.

THE DIAKKA.

1y Victims, by the Beer, A. J. Davis, 18 o very o
‘tergsting and suggestive work, 1t s an explanation ot
much that s false and repulsive th 8piritwal{sm, em-
bodying a most important recent interview with James -
Viotor Wilson, a resident of the Summer-Land, Pric
K cents. For sale at this offics .

WLAR AL MUY el waew 22ESULRY

or Man,

A Scientific and Philosophical
Treatise, by Thos. P. Fletcher.

CoxTeENTs: The Beginnings; Fundamentat Princle
les; Formation of Constellations, Systems, Suns
lancts nnd Fatellites, The Origin of Meteor= nnd
Comets; Tue Organte Kingdom;s
Mau-—111s Attributes and Powcere; The Soul~How It
Recetves and Imparts EKnowledge: Yow the Boul Re-
celves 1ts Highest Iuwpressions; The Record Book, or -

Seuee; The Finer or Spiritual Body; Growth and De- -
eneration: Morally, Spiritualism Proved by tho
{blo; The Bible and Christ; The Bummary: “Whag

Must We Do to Be Saved.” )ur sale &t this office,

Price, Cloth, $1.25. Paper, 50c¢,

e 1

duction to the revelations coutained in thie book,
Some idea of this l{ttic volume may be gained from the
following table of cuontents:
{fe; 2—Bcenes in the Summer-Land; 3—Soclety {n the
Summer-Land; 4—-Soclai Centres in the Summer-Land;

Ltfe tn Sununcr-Land: 7—Msterlal Work for Spirftuat
Workers; 8 ~Ulthmates in the S8ummer-Laod: 9—Volce
from James Victor Wlison. This enlarged edition cons
tains tnore than double the amount of matear f= fou
mer editicog, and {a curiched by o beautitvi rontiy
%Inc('. Htustrating the *formailon of the Spiritua;
ody.”” Cloth 75 cemts. Postage 5 cents. For salg .
at this office.

THE HISTORICAL JESUS

And Mythical Christ. By Gerald Massey. 180
;‘Zmn. Pricett rents, ¥ peges. -

Children’s Progressive Lyceum. -
A manual, with directions for the organizatfon end -

management of Sunday schioolr. Il{ Andrew- Jackson :
Davis, Something [ndispensabic. Price 50 cents, -~

E. V. WILSON'S BOOK.

The Truths of Spiitualism-

E. V. Wilson was one ot thc ploneers of Spivitual-.
fsm, and was noted ss & speaker and test medium, Ho:
414 a grand work for the cause, and this bohk narrates
many of his striking cxpericoces during bis labors.
Parchage.8 will find 1t inteneely |nteresting, and
will render kindly service ta hls widow swho wasleft-
in straftened circumstances. :

The book contains 400 pagen, aud 1k old for 81, Ad-

ress MRS, K. WILSON, 81 South Locust streoty
Valpsaraiso, In A
edeTHE ¢o e

|World's Sixteen Saviors,

CHRISTIANITY BEFORE OHRI.ST.A .

BY KERSEY GRAVES.
Kew and startling révelations in _religions history

‘which disclose tho Orfental origin of all the doctriner,”
_ “r_rlncmlen precepts and miracles of the Chriatian New -

‘estament, and furnlshing s key for unlocking wman

© Jotitasecred mysteries, beeides compristng the mi’»
1 tory of Sixteen Oriental Crucilled Gods.
- {derful and cxhaustive volume will, we are certain, -

This wons -

take high rank as a book of reference In the field ..
whleh the author has chosen for it. The amourt of

-} mental 1abor nccessary to collate and compiie the - ¢

Yaried information contained {n ¢ must have beea se-

.} vereand arduous indesd, and now that It is in surl-

convenlent ehape, thestadent of frec thought willnot

-} witiingly allowitto go out of print. But the buok s -

by nomesns & rere collatlon of views or statistlcs; -
throughout it entlre coursc the author—as willbe
eeen by his titie-pge coG chepter-heads—follows & -
definite ltne of research and argument to thic cloge,
and his conclusions go, ko sure arrows to the.mark, -
Print¢d on fine whitn peper, 88 pages, New cditton, . -
revised end corrected, with portraly of guthor. . J

Price $1.50. - Postage 1G cents, Forsale o =
" his offices Ag ‘ i .

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lillla Devercus

The hright apd scholstly comments of this galexy - -

E DIAKKA AND TIEIR EARTH.

he Origtn of Map; .

The Heavenly Ether: How 1o Cuitivate the 8ixth - -

AN EXCELLENT WORK,
EATH AND THE AFTER-LIFE, . -
The * Stellar Key™ {8 tue vhilosophical Intro. . -

{—Death and the After-

S—Winter-Land and Summer Land: 6- Language nn& -




. qus- with Dr. Nansen.

: FERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, - - .
ROORESSIVE THINKER Will bo furnished urth
ey notige, a4 the followlng terms, fuvariubly fn

........ J TR TIITTLITIE )

to the oup geiting ;xp 't'he
o 150

Bty
Gcls

i s BEMITTANCES. .
“ Remit by Postoflice Muney Grder, Regtstered Letter,
or draft o Chicago or New York, It costs from 10
1018 Tents to get checks cashed on local banke, sudon't
send them uniess you wlsh that amount deduoted from
e anount sent, Direcet all letters to J. R. Francls,
No. 40 Loows Strect, Chlcago, 1L

CLUBS! _IMPORTANT,SUGGESTION!

Adthere ure thouepnds who will at first venture
"only twenty-five cents for THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER
thirteen woeks, we would sligg2st to those who recelve
. & ssnple vopy, to soliclt severwd others to unfte with
‘them, sud thus be abte to remtt from §i to 810, or even
smore thim the fatter sun A lerge vuwber of Uttle
amounts.wiil make a large sum total, and thus extend
the tield of our labor sud usefulaess, The same sug-
gestlon witl epply in all chses.of renewwd of subscrip-
tlons—sollclt othiers to atd in the good work. You wiif
“experlence no diiicuity whatever in inducing Splrltu-
‘allats 1o subseribe for Thr Proguessive THINKER,
for pot oue of them can afford to be withouat the valua-
.ble Information imparted thereln each week, and ac
-the prive of only about two ceuts per week

.4 Bountiful Harvest for 25 Cents,

. Do you want 3 more bountiful harvest than we can
glve you for %5 cents? Just puuse ond thivk for s wo-
ment what an Irtellectusl foust that siall fuvestinent
‘will furnisliyon. The subseription price of Tux Pro-
GBRES&IVE THINKER thirteen weeks is only twoaty-five
cents! . For that amount you obtain one lhitndred and
four psges of egiid, substantial, soul-elevating and
mind-refresling reading matter, equivalent to a inedi-

" um-sfzed book!

TAKE NOTICE!
W& At explratien of subseription, {f not renewed,

o -the paper is discontinued No bills will be sent for ex-

tra puinbers.

. 3" I1f: you do not recclve your paper promptly,

write to us, and errors ju address will bo promptly

 corrected, and misstng numbers supplied gratis.

§3™ Whenever you desire tho address of your papor

- changed, nlways give the uddress of the place to which
-~ 4t 18 then sent, or the change cannot be made.

BATURDAY, MAY 22, 1807,

PARALLELS,
Dr. Nansen, the Aretlc-explorey, has

. Just published an acconnt of his adven-
‘tures on his late tyip towards the North’

Pole, nuder the tiile “Farthest North,”

~rjl‘he' religlous press is-In great agony,

because, they say, “In all his hundreds
of pages God Is shut out. "Only once is
God mentioned in all the book,” . °

- - An’old lady kept a hotel years .ago,

and one’of her fads was.to refuse to en-

- fertain g Universalist, That she might
-aet-wisely in the premlises she interre-

‘gated each ‘applicant for entertainment

~a8 "to* his ideas of future punishment.
*7 A traveler had learned of the host's pe-
. culiarities, . and though opposing the

cternal hell theory, yet it was necessary

.he should tarry at that place.for the

night, So in answer to the usval ques-

.tion whether le lelieved they Who re-

Jected Jesus as a Savior would be
damned, replied, that be had given the

-gubject much thonght, and had come to
- the conclusion that one or two would
Jbe damned, If not they ought to be.

The good woman did not like the an-

- §wer,-but concluded she could not re-

jeet him under her own rule, even the
belief that one or two would be damped
was proof he was not a Universalist,

‘and was better than none, hence he {vas
-permitted to remain for the night.

‘Ohurchmen should be equally gener-
If he has men-
Atoned the God of the Jews, without as-

soclating him with the erimes of those

ancient savages, he should be tolerated.

~Rev, Reynolds, in the Christian Com-
“monwealth, says:

iy Hle.r
* Nature, and some of hig descriptions of

Nansen ig full of admiration of

the scenery of the Polar realm is ma-
jestic in their diction and poetie in their

-gtyle,” Only once is God alluded to.
'Ehat is something, of course,
. than: absolute atheism, but no Christ-
“lan-ean read the Dbook without a con-

better

sclousness that the writer seems to be
-utterly regardiess of a Creator, as well
a8 g creation,”

“Had the explorer graciously referred

to the. junior God it Is probable no ex-
. eeption wounld have been taken to his
_seeming neglect of the IFFather,
Tools these mortals be.”

“What

OD'S GENUINE REVELATIONS.
The New York Herald of the 24 Inst.,
under the head of the “Deepest Hole in
e World,” copled from the Scientific
American, a detailed account of a bor-
ing. in the earth searching for gold,
near Rybrick, Upper Silecla, a province
of Prussia, of 6,571 feet, almost one and
one-fourth miles in depth. The work

‘“twps only stopped because of the brealk-
< ing of the boring-rod which became en-

3

taugled in the tubiung, and could not be
extracted. Incidental to this narration
mention is made of a boring in Leipzig,
Saxony, In search of coal, where the
earth was penctrated 5,733 feet—over a
mile, In this boring cighty-three sep-
arate and distinet seams of coal, some
of ‘conslderable thickness, were passed
through.

< Sclépee has long siuce demonstrated
‘that - coal is of vegetable origin; that
each  formation separated by rock,
shale, gravel or sand, denotes a period
when-the earth was above the sea line;
that covered with a dense flora sub-
‘mergence had followed, chemiecal action
Jhad transformed the woody fiber into
coal; then, covered with marine depos-
its of varying thickness, it bhad slowly
cmerged; again been adapted to vegeta-
ble and animal life: had again descend-
ed, and. thus on through the eighty-
“three periods marked by Nature's own
device, each oscillation probadbly indi-
cating millions of years.

S This was the work-of God’s unerring
‘hand, and doubtless indicates in the
-aggregate many hundred millions of
years, ‘Were the earth penetrated to
still. greater depths , additional evi-
‘dences of its antiquity~would be found,
perhaps more numerous than have al-
veady been reached.

With such revelations 13 to the eter-
 nity of time, matter, and organized
‘life, and of the unveiling of the Crea-
“tor's bandiwork, it seems absolutely
gbameful for sectaries to Hmit the du-
‘ration of this earth to less than 6,000
years. .and ‘denounce as Infidels and

Atheists all who cannot contract their
: doneeptions of Divinity inte the nar-
row limits of some conceited priest who

- knew as little of the true origin of the

world- as the bats fitting back and
rth in dark caverns, prototypes of
_n,in his primeval ignorance.

. ° " JUST REVISED.

‘A new revision of the Index Librorum

" Probibitorum has just been publighed
by, Pope Leo XIII.
. nine paragraphs, and they point'out the

There are forty-

“Mterature good Catholics must not read.
: &fter looking over the long description
.pf -books the faithful are forbidden to

- buy, have in possession, read, recom-

mend others to read, or to publish, few
“left save those which have been
itten or compiled by Catholics in the
nterest of the church, and  have Te:
celved the approval of the Apostolic
Séo. -Artiele 2 declaves T
- %Al books written by apostates, here-
fes, schismatics, and those who' pro-
mulgate heresy or schism, or attack the

gandamentals of religion -are strielly:

orbidden.” : )
uch'devise ik well ealenlated to make
s, but freenien never,

troth about the troubles with.Tuikey.

- We commend the followiug from s ed-

ttorial- columns of a' lufe date, to the
careful’; tonsideration of such’ of our
rbaders, 1f any, who questioned the cor-

gressive Thinker, that the Chrlstians
were the aggressors, not-only. as to the
pending war in Greece, but in Crete as
well, We have listened to the exagger-
ated and false reports from Christian
sourees in regard to the wicked dolngs
of the Turks until vexation has taken
the place of disgust.” The great erime
of the Mussuhnang has been, 1si, In re-
jeciing belief in a virgin-born God; 24,
fn not quietly submitting to be slaugh-
tered by those in rebellion without of-
fering auy resistance, or retalinting in
kind. But to the Tribune article:
“Yyhile it is both natural and right
that the sympathy of Christinn people
should be with the Greeks against the

that.sympathy ou the assumption that
the Christinns of the Bast are lecessa-
rily Jess cruel and releniless than the
Purks, The world does not need to be
told that the Turk is capable of barbar-
oug cruelty. The Armenian massacres
are a proof of that. But Christians also
have been and are to-day -barbarously
cruel. 'The savage treatment of J@\'S
by Christians in the Middle Ages 15 a
watter of history, and even in modm-q
times men who worship the Prince of

| Peace have not scrupled to torture and

kill men of an alien race and faith,
“In this present difficulty between
Greece and Turkey instances hayve al-
ready occurred thut show lhow ecruel a
Christian can be in spite of his faith.
And doubtless if a war between the two
countries should take place, [as it-has
now done] each side would be equally
guiity . of unspeakable atrocities. A

1 Greek journal of recent date gave the

names of sixty-six men, thirty-two wo-
mnen, gnd. seventy-one  children who
ere murdered not long ago in the vil-
lage of Sivan. A few weeks ago the
massacre of two thousand  Turks by
Christians in Crete was reported, and
though ‘the report has never been con-
tradicted there have been .no indigna-
tion meetings of Christians to protest
against the savage deed.. Nor so far as
the Ghristians of Crete are concerned,

.would it be possible to get-up such a

meeting, Irom their point of view the
only good Turk is the dead 'Turk,
Among the Turks who escaped the re-
cent massacre of Mohammedans In the
Cretan villages of Sivan, Dothnes,
Athgnia, Episcopl, and Kaunloni was a
little girl whose ears had been.cut off
by some champion of the Cross against
the Crescent, and another little girl
who was horribly cut in the neck.

“A woman living in Canea, in a letter
to the Berlin Tageblatt, tells how six
Turkish soldiers who had surrendered
to the Cretan insurgents were burned
alive. A detachment of Turkish sol-
diers who were compelled by hunger to
lny down their arms, -were promptly
polsoned by their captors, in spite of a
promise that their lives would be
spared. No wonder this woman, her-
self a Christian, asks: ‘Shall the Mo-
hammedan have no right which a
Greek must respect? Can a heart re-
main unmoved in the face of sufferings
among these persecuted people? It is
a fair inference from such deeds as
these that if the adherents of the faith
of Islam were as completely in the
power of Christians of the Hast as the
Armenians are in the power of the
Tunks the latter would be outraged and
murdered just as have been the Ar-
menians,”

The Truth Seeckér suggests that bar-
barism and fanaticism will continue to
characterize Mohaminedans and Chris-
tians so long as they are only jaught
the respective creeds of their faith, but,
it says in substance: “Let science teach
nll of them that races are a common
blood; that each individua! is a produet
of environment, and that religlon is a
delusfon, then race prejudice will dis-
appear,” towhich propositionswe heart-
ily assent. : .

THE SEPTUAGINT.

Prof. Wilder, in his letter from which
we made several extracts two weeks
ago, ventured to question the genunine-
ness of the Septuagint translation of
the Hebrew Scriptures. He s by po
means alone in his position. The whole
account of that translation, as given
by Josephus in chapter 2, book 12, of
his Antiquities of the Jews, is wholly
fictitious, as are the statements of Aris-
teus and Philo from whom it is claimed
he borrowed. Christian crities now con-
cede there was no such translation.
Without entering into detail, and citing
numerous learned authorities which are
already marshaled for use, in confirma-
tion of this assertion, we are content at
this time to copy two sentences, the
first by Rev. Chas. Bigg, D. D., Chap-
Iain of Corpus Christl College, Oxford,
England, in his “Christian Platonists,”
note on page 4:

«It i§certain that the. Septuagint Ver-
sion was made at different times, by
different hands.”

Dr. Bigg, in the same note, cites with
approbation a learned German Chris-
tian author, saying:

“Schurer regards it as clear that the
translation was originally a private
work, and gradually acquired official
recoghition.”

There {s s0 much known to be false
in Josephus, scholars have failed to
place confidence in any of his unsup-
ported statements. Indeed some of
them go so far as to assert with great
firmness, that the whole production is
a monkish forgery, to which first

from time to time as the great needs
of the chorel have required. The legal
maxim “[False in one thing, false in all
things,” is as applicable to.books as to
parole evidence, .

PRIVATE MALICE V8. PUBLIC IN-
- TEREST

"The defeat of the arbitration treaty
with Great Britnin in the United. States
Senate on the 5th inst., shows that par-
ty feeling and personal hate have more
fnfluence in that body.than has love of
country, President McKinley well said

“1-of that treaty in his inaugural:

“The importance and moral influence
of the ratification of such a treaty can
hardly be overestimated {n the cause

men and people of every country,
and I cannot but consider it fortunate
that it was reserved' to, the United
States to have the leadership in so
grand a work.” C - -

But the treaty was framed under the
auspices of President -Cleveland - and

of Senators who could not rise above
their dislikes of these  gentlemen, so
.they caused its defeat on the final vote,
failing a two-thirds majority as’ re-
quired by, the Constitution. .

Many claim to be praying for the con-

version of the world who are not doing

~ anv thing else,

the lovers .of the church, who, if. they

‘rectness of the position of The Pro-’

Purks, if would be a mistake to base’

“fest man the Presbyterian church ever

"and nelghbors rushed to the woods. In

forgery interpolations have been made.

of advancing civilization, It may well
engage the best thought of the states-

-Secretary Olney, and there was a class:

Aunder”. should- be the dism,,siyg ery of
have ‘ordinary’ discérniment, must note
the constant weakening of the hold see:
tarianism has on the people, and the
breaking away of the masses -from
priesteraft. S

The Progressive Thinker, from its ele-
vated position. commands a superior
view of the ever-changing religious ka-
leidoscope, and it is more certain as the
days go by that the people are ripefor
a change, and that -the revolution is
hearer to hand than is generally sup-
poed.. 'The clergy are ever sounding the
alarm to their flocks, but are powerless
to arrest the onward. incoming tide,
which is bearing on its crested waves
the tiuths of heaven,

Here is a telegram to the Chicago
Clironiele, published in its issue of the
3d inst.: - .

New York, May 2.—Men have ve-
nounced religion; the minlstry is in its
decadence; women are the only support-
ers of the church.” Thus Rev. Thomas
Dixon, Jr.. {Bapilst] declared himself
in the Academy of Musle to-day. ‘

“Ihe organle church,” said Mr, Dixon,
“has lost its hold on the public mind.
The decay of the organie life hasg be-
come assured. Women are the only
ones who hold steadfastly to the church
orvganizations of the day. There are not
35,000 men in the city of New York to-
day who go into Protestant churches,

“It is an awful faet, This is true also
of the Roman Catholie ehureh, Aecord-
ing to the last statisties it is estimated
that 385.000 persons attend the Catholie
churelies, bhut it mmust be understood
that out of that number there are many
who go to church once or twice a year
and some who never go unless they
think they are abount to die. Within
the last 100 years they have lost from
thelr organiec union 600,000 persons,
whereas to-day they oushf fo have
900.000 communicants in this city,

“The decline of the ministry is anoth-
er great factor in the decay of the eccle-
slnstieal machinery: If there is a runt
jn the family, who is of no earthly use
for anything else, the narents make .
preacher out ‘of him. There are 1.000
vreachers in the eity out of a job. There
{8 not only. a glut of preachers in the
market, but there 18 8. perféct cyclone of
nreachers walking gbout without johs.
I rin across A dozen of them every day.
* “There was a vacaney in a pulplt un
the 8tate a. short time aco, and the pul-
pit committée rveceived 400 letters wwrit-
ten by 400 hungry preachérs, - You can
maké up your mind thatwhen a preach-
er Is out of a iob there was something
the matter with him before hé went
fnfo the business, ! .

“If 'men of braing get into the minis-
try and hegin to think and give expres-
slon to their thoughts they have got to
get out mighty quick or stand trial on
charge of heresy. Dr. Briggs, the brain-

bad. was put out when he began to
think, :
“0ld forms,” contlnued Mr.. Dixon

“have had power, not hecause theyvwere-
formsg, but because the peonle believed
they had power. The ministry of the
future must be of the indenendent sort,
and the new theology will embrace all
creeds united under one grand cliurch,
that shall belleve in the fatherhood of
God and the brotherhood of man.”

ANOTHER VICTIM OF RELIGION.

A - dispatch form Elba, Ala,, to the
Chronicle of this city, says that Oscar
Willlams, a colored Baptist preacher,
residing in the negro settlement three
miles from that town, went daff lately
over the story of Abraham and Isaac,
which was his favorite text and which
he held as his pattern of faith, The ne-
groes thought little of his ldiosyncrasy,
which developed into his having vis-
iong, in whieh he gaid he had been com-
missioned from on high to repeat Abra-
ham’s testimonial of obedience. When
the old man started into the woods one
morning with his two-year-old son,
‘whose name, Isaac, belped to carry out
the crazy man’s conception, no one sus-
pected anything wrong.  In a half-
hour's time térrific screamg weve heard

the heart of a thicket they discovered
the boy strapped to a log and the old
man standing over him with a bloody
knife in his hand. The boy died soon
after the neighbors arrived, the old man
baving cut his throat, The old man
sald he had obeyed the Lord, who had
commanded the sacrifice and did no
{nterrupt it. : .

Thus once more Is shown the effects
of religion, -

ASTRAL BODY COMES FORTH.

To the Editor:—With your permission
I would like to give the readers of your
valuable paper a little of my experience
with the astral body, In my own home
in this city. My wife and I are sitting
for materialization. At this time we
were alone, She went into the cabinet,
and after a short time the - curtains
parted and o form stepped out of the
cabinet. I thought.it was my wife, as
she was dressed just the same, and I
should have always thought it-was her,
had I net had an impression to look in-
gide of the cabinet. ‘There sat my wife
in her chair, in a deep trance. The form
walked across the room and stood for
a moment, and then returned to the cab-
inet, without saying anything to me.
In 2 moment I looked into the cabinet
agaln, but no one was to be seen but
my wife, In o moment she-came tothe-
curtains, and the guides gave an ex-.
planation of the manifestation, saying
that it was the astral body of my wife
gthe medium) that came from the cab-
net. . :
Now to me it secms clear that this is
what i seen at -the .materialization
seances, ‘and - the people svho attend
these seances not understanding. the
laws that govern these manifestations,
cry fraud, when it is all right, the spirit
wishing: to manifest itself using the
astral body, which certainly must look
like the medium. I am of. the opinion
that if the manager of ‘the medium
would explain to the audience or the
Iriends to whom the manifestation was
being given that this was a personation
or ‘materialization, whatever it might
be, there would be much better satls-
faction. and not so much cry of fraud.
I would like to hear from some one who
is posted on tlils matter, as I feel there
-cannot be too-much said on this subject.
S DR. B. VAUGHN: -
-Mjnpeapolis, Minn, - . L

THE BANNER OF LIGHT SOUNDS

THE ALARM AGAINST FRAUDS!, .
‘- *The-good people of:Buffalo, N, Y.,
‘are now suffering from a visit from the
_unmitigated fraud, against whom. we'
warned our readers a few. weeks since.
Qur Buffalo friends should be on their
guard, and warn all investigators to
keep away from this prince of raseals.
True Spiritualism bas no place for such
as he, and the sooner Spiritualists take
a firm stand against all frauds and pre-

seamen, © “Stind from? 7

tenders, the better it will be for our
cause” . - : S

" fion Qnward. . -
THE CAU'E';JL‘b ING UP-UNDER

THH EFFORTLY OF WORKERS-

PUTTINC

WHEEL." L : o

T'o the E(i tor:—I promised my friends
sowe time ‘dgo that 1 would write for
your paperh shiort'synopsis of the work
in the Bpisftualist field lere in the
South as I spe it. ;. .

I find a great dei}re on the part of the
Southern ple t8 gain all the knaowl-
edge they-’can: of Spiritualism in lts
philosophy, religion and science, but we
have not as a Spiritualistic body sent
many mediuvms into this section of the
country, hence what work has been
dope is more or less pioneer.

In Chattanoogy, enn., at one time
was a large spjrifual society, but to-
day it is disbanded; there are mauny
Spiritualists there, but only a few who
openly ackhowledge themselves to be
such, S

In some of the homes private circles
are held every week and spiritual com-
munieation received therefrom. 'U'he
development- of medivmship I8 going
steadily forward, but no organization
has been effected thus far, dMrs. Ella
R. Willlams is at the present time in
that city endeavoring to bring about
sucil results, and from reports we -know
she will succeeq, -.

Messrs, Albert and ‘White, Stale
Agents for the N. §. A, are anxipus
that a soclety should be formed.

In Atlanta, Ga., we find two socleties,
one known as the Society of Spiritual
Science, - which bas a membership. of
eighteen strong, relinble men and. wo-
men, each one working for the best
good of all, without any hope of self-
aggrandizement, ‘There is also-a Spir-
itual lyceum. The little ones take much
interest In the work. In connection
with tiis soclety is a Ladles' Auxiliary
of s'xteen recorded members, which
hag done a great deal of good, socially
and finanecially, bringing the memberz
ot the soclety together to know each
other, and adding many dollars to its
coffers. . The aim of the Ladles’ Auxil-
fary 18 to have-a temple of their own.
Prof. 8. W, Edmunds. is now filling
their rostrum, - o

The old soclety has been revived
which ‘Wwas organiged many years ago,
and at the present. time is holding Sun-
day meetings, This soclety I8 known

SH'();_ULDERS TO THE

‘ag the First Spiritual Church pf Atlan-
‘fa.,

Mrs Gebauer {s ministering to

them, dofng good -and efficient work.
The mass-meeting which convened in

Atlanta the 12th of March, closing the

-evening of the 14th, did- great good,
holding -two sessions dally. The press

of .the city. gave:fair reports of the
work. Onr-last meeting was attended
by over 700 people, nearly 200~ bejing
tmrned away, ag there was not even
standitg-room. Rév. J. 8. Vail, of the

‘Unitarian clyireh, ably assisted in these

meetings. In his remarks he said that
he was onlybpoo glad to render any as-
sistance he d/:ould‘ o those who were
trying to aid-hunifnity. He could not
truthfully say he svas- a Spiritunlist,
but he had seen maay things which led
him to belil?e tth fruth of the Spirit-
ualists’ claini’ ! :

Prof. H. Di!Barrett presided over the
-meetings, 3Irs. B R. Willlams aided
much in the entertainment, angd all fell
in love ,Wltal her kindly manner. Mr,
R. B. Webster;, president of the society,
alded by other mémbers, entertained
Prof. Barrett; and iid all they could to
make the meetingg the suceess they
were,

. Golngisonth. from Atlanta, Ga., we
reached the town of Cordele, known as
the “Magiec City of the Plues” Here
we found a number of self-mnde Spir-
itualists, brought inte the light by one
W. W. Shipp, who a few years ago re-
ceived the benediction of the spiritual
world, and became a great Instrument
in the hands of the spirit people who
have since never forsaken him. He,
aided by Mrs, Hyde and M. L, Weleh,
of that city, hag done much to aid our
cause. We visited' there somme weeks
ago, succeeded in, chartering o soclety
for the N. 8, A, The friends in Cor-
dele are anxious to have some good
gpeaker to come to them for six months
or one year, hoping by having a resi-
diznt medium to be able to build a tem-
ple. : L

: Seventy-five miles west from Atlanta
we reached-Tallapoosa, Ga., where we
found a number of Spiritualists, and
many readers .of The Progressive
Thinker, which has heen to them a
door to much spiritual knowledge,

They are as yet but standing in the
outer court, but hope, by the aid of
some worker who will come that way,
to gain more, andiperhaps stantl after
a while within the. “holy of holles.”

‘Here Mr. R, M. Willlams and Mrs. Gil-

nack do all they can to keep the light
ever burning, C

At Truithurst, ‘Ala, only sixteen
miles distance, ‘we found a number,

_perhaps thirty, who are all anxious for
‘some of the spiritual food. Then going
to Macon, Ga., Dalton,Crawfordville and

Griffin, we are met by inquirers who
are pnxious to know more of Spiritual-
ism. We have received letters from
Irlorida, Louisiana, Mississippi and Ala-
bama, all inquiring if at any time lec-

turers of Spiritualism would visit these

different States.’ ’ .

Yes, the South-is a.broad field. We
hopé that some of our mediums and
speakers will find it advisable to visit
here before long. - We will have to lay
the work down in Georgia for a time,
coming to Nashville, Tenn., -where we
hope to have a large mass-meeting in
September. All of our energies will be

for the next two or tliree months put

forwdrd. to make’ this work a success.
We are ably assisted by Ceol. C. H.
Stockell and others, -who are using- all
of thelr influence and strength, hoping
thereby to present to the people of
Tennessee and othier States of the South
the claims and beauties of Spiritunlism,

With our shoulder;do -the wheel, we.
the car of Progression.

hope to help ro}l
on. o et LOB F. PRIOR.
Nashvme, Tenp. S

\

THREE MONTHS “FOR 15 CENTS.
The standing.gffer'we have -had In

‘The Progressive, Thinker to send the

paper three thonthg for fifteen cents is
now withdrawn.. '~ - - :

" “Hyman " Culthifé, and’ Cure, ~Part
First: -The Philosophy ‘of Cure. -(In.
cluding ‘Methods . and. Instruments),” By
E. D. Babbitt, M. D,, LL. D. A very in.
structive and vdhiable work, It should

‘have a wide circulation, as it well ful-

fills the promisd: of:its title. For sale
at this. office.. Price;75 cents,

“Social Upbullding, Including Go-op-
erative Systems and the Happiness and
Eunoblement of Humanity.” By E. D,
Babbitt, LL, D., M.D, This comprises
the last part of Human Culture ‘and
‘Cure. . Paper cover, 15 cents. -For sale
at this office, S

-#Commentaries on Hebrew and Chris..
tian Mythology.” By Judge Parish B.
Ladd, LL.B, of the San Franclsco Bar,
This book is of more. than ordinary val-
ue, giving the results of much patient
thought and Tesearch by a mind well.
qualified to sift evidenmce and arrange
facts, - In compact:form it gives just
what Is needed on the subject. Paper,
T5-cents. - Cloth, $1.50. For sale at thig

- office. .

.

The Ghurch of Divine

- Fragments. .

A CHURCH THAT ONLY ADMITTED SINNERS—
- A CHURCH THAT HAD MORE MEMBERS THAN
ALL OTHER CHURCHES COMBINED—A
CHURCH THAT EXPELLED THE GOOD, AND
- ONLY DIRECTED ITS ATTENTION TO TIHE

ING SIN THAT POINTED OUT THE TRUE

ROAD T0O HEAVEN. ‘

Humanity seems 1o be as prolific in the production of
theologies (based on some particular bible) as the earth
s of pernicious weeds, noxious insects, and poisonous
serpents. Which las been the greatest curse to the
\\'orld——-produ‘cfive of the most evil—the theologians,
weeds, Insccts or serpents? This is a question that has
never heen answered to the satisfaction of the calm, re-
i}echng mind.. If the bite of the loathsome eohra or hiss-
ing ‘_rattlesnake produces death, no less destructive of
precious human life have been various theologies that
have afllicted the world with their adminstration of pub-
lic affairs and determination to control the consciénces
and Delief of mankind generally. ' ' '

The head of“a vicious reptile is no more hideous and
disgusting in its general appearance and make up, than
a certain law that, in a ghastly manner, disfigures }(
statute hooks of the Distriet of Columbia, and reminds
one of that dark age of the world when an arbitrary,
heartless theology reigned supreme, ,

That law sets forth-the monstrous penalty, a fine of
twenty pounds sterling, and ‘a8 a supplement thereto, a
hole must actually be hored throngh the tongue—and
for no other offense than expressing a belief that Jesus
is not the gon of God! That law, like a grim, ghastly
skeleton, still éonfronts the world, reminding one of the
hatefulness,intolerance, cruelty, barbarity, and dominéer-
.ing spirit of those in authority,wha determined that those
who expressed a simple belief with reference to the na-
tivity and birth of Jesus, should be eruelly subject to the
horrible torture of having a hole hored through the
tongue. A cobra deprived of its poisonous fangs is harm-
less, theugh it has lost none of the hideous qualities which
render it so.disgusting in appearance; apd so this law,
resting like an ipsatiate fiend on the statute books at
Washington, and which through the instrumentality of
an enlightened public sentiment, is held completely in
abeyanece, and is perfectly powerless, yet it presents a no
less-hideous aspect. This outrageous law is the legiti-
“mate outgrowth of a false theology and is an excellent re-
- minder of the condition of certain sections of this country
in former times. -

.. It has been demonsirated, however, in this 19th cen-
tury, that a church can be evolved, a simple creed formu-
lated, a minister ordained and members be received, inde-
‘pendent entirely of any “theology” whatever. A
church of this character, in the midst of the different the-
ologies formed through the ingenuity and cunning of
man, must of course present an anomalous appearance,
and be the subject of incisive criticism on the part of those
who dislike to see any innovation in the established re-
ligions of the world. A church entirely without any the-
ology in it, entirely destitute of a bible, with no sysiem of
sanctimonious prayers, no established hymns, no devil,

man being ean' understand, may certainly be regarded as
a nondescript production, and cannot fail to excite sus-
‘picion. .

A church in order to be popular must have a Gog,
‘savior, devil, hell, heaven; angels with wings, and other
things too numerous to mention, and that man must be
4 bold innovator on old established usages who shall
seek to establish a church entirely independent of those
secessories, That very thing the Rev. J. . Harter, of
Auburn, N. Y., not on{' attempted to do, but he fully ac-
complished it—his “C?mrch of the Divine Fragments”
was a living entity—an acknowledged fnct—and he per-
{ormed a most excellent work in a quiet. unobtrusive
way. When we say that the church evolved through Mr.
Harter’s instrumentality bad no God, no devil, no savior,
no winged angels, and no houses in which to worship, we
do not wish to convey ihe idea that he did not recognize
the existence of the one true God and Savior; but be le-
lieved that world must be reclaimed, made purer and bet-
ter, entirely independent of their efforts, for, as God, if
he rules at all, and carefully supervises the affairs of man,
and is ever mindful of his welfare, hus never succeeded
in placing the world on a strictly moral basis, then those
who are sufficiently advanced should endeavor to do what
every one must admit God has failed in accomplishing—
that is, to so reconstruct the world that evil cannot exist.
In this respect, then, “The Church of Divine Fragments”
was decidedly unique, and its points in many respeets
were well taken.

" Ignoring the methods adopted hy the churches of ser-
monizing twice each Sunday, Mr. Harter went directly to
the root and foundation of all evils; and thereby saved a
great deal of precious time. He reversed, in a most sys-
tematic and orderly way, the prevalent customs and rules
of the various churches. 1f a man steals, murders,
drinks to excess, or commits any of the numerous crimes
that are prevalent, and is expelled from an orthodox or
liberal church organization for so doing, they at once
became an honored member of Brother Harter’s “Church
of the Divine Fragments,” where they were treated with
the gréatest kindness and consideration. Those who had
been in prison and still persisted in their dark and evil
ways; husbands who beat and otherwise maltreated their
wives and children; those who were licentious in habit
and thought, and those corrupt and villainous politicians
who disgraced this country, were members of his large
congregation of unscrupulous sinners. Hie parishioners
in this country alone numbered at least 40,000,000, for,
from the pecaliar nature and mechanism of his church,
all sinners gravitated directly to it, and must inevitably
remain -there until reformed, and by no method what-
ever could they escape therefrom until then. He wasted
no time on the good man; he would not consent under any
circumstances. to preach a sermon to those exclusively
good, unless it be to ordain' them as ministers of his
“church. SR : e
It is a well known fact the orthodox churches expel a
man the moment he sins, and only those supposed to be
of itimaculate purity are retained. ~ This, of cowrse, is
wrong and vnchristian-like in. every -respect—for it is
well known that Jesus came ‘o call thé sinners—not the
righteons to repentance.. The very ones'that need the
“gospel” are: from the very nature of things deprived of
it, by the exclusive dividing line between what is denomi-
nated’ good and that which is regarded as evil. Would
not a hospital for the well, healthy and sound, be a cari-
cature on common sense and- charity? -Should not’'a
chirch be the exclusive asylum for those twho desireto be
healed morally, and so strengthened that they. can resist
temptation. . oo T T
:If Jesus has a healing balm, he would be regarded as an

and uncermonously kick from his presence: the:sick and
infirm!- Acting on this principle Mr."Harter with serupu-
lous care organized “The Church of the. Divine Frag-
ments,” located wherever there was an unfortunate or sin-
sick soul. The moment he succeeded in reconstructing
the moral nature of the criminal, he unceremoniously ex-
pelled him from his church—that is by virtue of his ref-
ormation he ceased fo be a member, and on the ground
that only the sick need a physician, he was administered
to no longer:: - - ST

This method, so quainfly adopted by Mr. Harter, is

certainly founded on sound principles, though it does

{and eloguent

BAD—A CHURCH WITIH ITS SEETHING, BOIL-|

he!

no savior, and. with a recognition of no Ged that any hu-

imbecile, if he should aiply it only to-those who are well;}

e whole gystes £ racticed ‘g

ti

of the orthodox churches, :
Mr. Harter passed to spirit life several years age, leav-

ing the Church of Divine Fragments without & pastor. .

Is'there no one on whom his mantle can fall?

We hope
there is.

J. R, FRANCIS.

SONE STARTLING ASSUNPTIONS, -

IS THE EARTH A LIVING BREATHING THING?
—AMAZING DISCOVERY - OF PROF. VON

SCHROEN. ’ '

A story as telegraphed from Chicago, says the New

York Daily Woyld, containing ihe statement, attributed

to the well known German professor of history, Prof. Von
Holst; of the Chicago University, that his f)r_ieud, Prof.

[douard Von Schroen, of Naples;has discovered that crys-
tals are living things and that consequently the rocks and
the great globe itself are alive. If only a part of this ds-
tounding statement should prove to be founded on fact it
would'.l;e, the beginning of a revolution in science. '
. The idea that our globe is a sentient creature and that
we are mere parasites, dwelling and feeding upon a
gigantic living organism, very much as microscopic foring
of life derive thei¥ nourishment from the animals whose
blood and tissues they infect, is not new. It has hung
dimly in the background of hwman thought from very
ancient times, although in modern days the progress of
science has tended to drive it out of consideration. Sei-
ence divides all visible and tangible things on the earth
into three great classes or kingdoms of nature, viz., ani-
mal; vegetable and mineral. The first two are manifestly
endowed with life, but the third appears to be devoid of
that mysterious quality. To quote rof. Asa Gray:

“The earth itself, with the nir that surrounds it and all
things naturally belonging to them, which are destitute
of life, make up the mineral kindom, or organic world.
They were formed but they did not grow, nor proceed
from previous bodies like themselves, nor have they the
power of producing other similar bodies, that is, of re-
produeing their kind.”

These assertions, which certainly accord with ordinary
human experience, as well as with the prevailing doc-
trines of science, are flatly contvadicted by the alleged
discovery of Prof. Von Schroen. He is represented as
having observed nol only that crystals possess life, but
that they reproduce their kind, giving birth to smaller
crystals which, in turn, grow and develop and generate
living successors.

Such an annomcement may well be called incredible.
What!, Is a diamond a living thing, and can it produce
other diamonds? Could a necklace of brilliants give
birth to alitter of similar gems? Or, according 1o P'rof,
Von Schroen, arecutandset diamonds, dead crystals, mere
glittering skeletons, which once were the abode of life.
Possibly he would say that they must be placed in a dif-
ferent environment i order that their slumbering vital-
ity may be awakened; that they are like those seeds taken
from Xgvptiun tombs, whose life, which had been latent
for thousands of years, suddenly became an active prin-
ciple when they were restored {o the sunshine and the
soil, so that they sprouted und brought forth living
plants.

Suppose it should he estublished that there is life in the
mineral world, what an astounding change would instant-
ly occur in our mental attitude towards the planet on
which we dwell! The phrase “mother carth™ would
have a new significance. Think of the barren rocks
filled with life neither vegetable nor animal in its nature,
and yet akin to hoth of these forms! The old iden of the
carth a living creature would be revived with new
potency. In one sense we should be helitiled and de-
graded in our own opinion, although we could never fail
of the consciousness that, parasites though we were, we
yet, belonged to a higher order of animate existence than
that of the rolling globe.

But we eould not stop with the earth. Jupiter, Saturn,
Venus, Mars and all the wandering planets must be liv-
ing if the earth lives. ISven the sun and its fellows, the
distant dtars, would have to be regarded as animate things
in this new and broad senge of the word.  This reealls a
remark once made by Sir John Herschel, the astronomer,
which seemed to intimate that some of the dazzling
shapes seen on the sun suggested to his'mind the idea of
gigantie living things dwelling there awid the bluze,
creatures whose Dodies were instinet with vital fire, and
whose very brilliance was a source of radiant light.

Take the well known phosphoreseent property of dia-
monds. When these gems are exposed to the sunlight
and then removed into a dark place they shine with a
faint luminoesity, recalling the manner in which a glow
worm renders itself visible af night. Would Prof. Von
Schroen's alleged discovery throw light upon, this mys-
tery? Only a short fime ago the celebrated Prof,
William Crookes, the original inventor of the tubes by
means of which the X rays were discovered, said in a
lecture before the lmperial Institute in London:

“Many diamonds after exposure for some time to the
sun give out light when viewed in a dark room. Some
diamonds are fluorescent, appearing milky in sunlight.
In a vacuum cxposed to a high {ension eurrent of elec-
tricity, diamonds phosphoresce of different colors. In
these circumstances most South African diamonds shine
with a bluish light. Diamonds from other localities
shine with different colors, such as bright blue. apricot,
pale blue, red, ycllowich green, ovange and. pale green.
The most phosphorescent diamonds are those which
are fluorescent in the sun.  One beautiful green diamond
in my collection, when phosphorescing in a good vacnum,
gives almost as much light as a candle.  The light is pale
green, almost white.”

Crystallization has alwaysheena puzzling thing and {ull
of wonders. Watched under a microscope the formation
of erystals from a simple solution of common salt is a pro-
ceeding that suggests to the eve the operation of laws as
definite as those of life. Naluralists no longer think
they can recognize any fundamental difference hetween
vegetable life and animal life, and it would apparently be
only another step in the same direction if the supposed
difference between the forces which form crystals and
those which create living forms were swept away.

Only if that were done it would have to be shown,

either that the so-called “physical basis of life” proto- =

plasm, which is found in plants and animals alike, be-
longs also to erystals, or that the real basis of life is some-
things else than it has hitherto been supposed to be.

1t is the beauty of science that it never objects to hav-
ing its conclusions upset, or displaced, provided only that
it ean hand on its torch to a swifter and stronger runner
than any that have borne it before.

New York. LUCRETIUS. .

()
\/

"-He-was earnest in his éfforts, was practical -
as g speaker, and was constantly working—
‘for-the elevation -of humanity. His aim was & gaod one,
and he was much nearer to God and the angels than any .

Zola, busy as he is su posed to be, works only three - =

lours a day, and the first hour hardly counts. 1t is usual-

ly between 10-and 1 in the day that he writes. He is
growing stout, his voice is weak and high. S S
.. ‘A-prize of $5,000 has been offered by King Ieopold
1II. of Belgium for.the; best treatise to be written before

Roman:Invasion Uniil-the Present Day.”

1901 on “The Military History-of the Belgians from:the "~

“The Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir apparent to the -
Austro-Hungarian crown, intends to build'a magnificent;
an indieation: -

palace in Vienna, which fact is.faken as

that he contemplates matrimony. - . .

‘The bronze statuc-of Stephen’ Girard; ;\vAhichv will be

unveiled in Philadelphia next month, is of heroi¢ size

and will rest wpon a pedestal- of gray grenite nine«gfeef-

high, making the total height nf the monument eighteen -

feet.

President McKinley‘-aﬁended Alégtufés at the Albany. B
' Law School before he was admitted to the bar. =~ "



would.be

ﬁfdf the Christian Jesus- Exwi.?. :
ITHE NEGATIVE

PRESENTED.

Jorse, and have taken a prominent part in the spiritual

.with all the ardor and earnestn
.- ¥yotec of the church. = -~
- Being people of education, it can

ess of the unthinking de

teachings that dominated their minds in mortal life

childhood state.:
My attention was recently calle

the wool.

‘edge, in the hands of ind (} ' ntis
as well as the continual discovery of relics of antiquity,

- from the gpirit side, it would seem that even Dr. Peebles,
or his colleagues eould not.have the aundacity to.offer to
the thinkers and investigators of the present time as
evidence, such a mass of absurdities, worn threadbare by
the manipulations of the priesthood, and Christian writ-
ers, to fit and serve their selfish ends—the purPose being
.- that they may be continued in power, to still hold the
. .mind in bondage. In view of the situation, the records
of the New Testament canfiot be gecepted as proving the
existence of the historical. Jesus. hen these sticklers
for Jesus leave the main track and switch off on a side
-~ track, by claiming that he, was not literally the Son of
W~ God as presented, and was not born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered and died on” the cross to atone for the sins of
~mankind, but was simpll)v a man and a medium, they have
no case. The cunningly devised fabric of the Christian
religion must be aceepted as a whole if at all; there is no
-dividing line, or middle ground.
- Dr, Peebles alludes to what
. formidable question, and only g;lotes what one says in &
" eommunication through a medium. The message was
_-indefinite and unimportant. But there are others, who
" lived contemporancous with the beginning of the Chris-
‘- tian era, who rightfully demand a hearing, to which they
- are fully entitled. )
"From ten to fifteen years ago, J. M. Roberts then editor
. of “Mind and Matter” received a long series of communi-
" “-cations from the spirit world, bearing upon the existence
“-of the historical Jesus and the origin of Christianity.
While these sticklers for the antiquity of the Christian
. Jesus, the central figure of the Christian religion, hold
" Mr. Roberts and his researches to ridicule, as well as the
spirit messages, they cannot let the subject alone, but
" lose no opportunity to express their opposition by meth-
~ ods not calculated to convince the candid invesfigator,
Though Mr. Roberts in his travels had not encircled our
- globe, neither was he a member of the American Ord:ntal
Society, or R. A, 8. of Great Britain, ete., he was an up-
to-date scholar, the voice of whose pen silenced these ad-
herents to ancient myths and legends, before he passed
thé boundaries of mortal life. Like many others he left
- his work unfinished, at the touch of the sient messenger,
“ "but it stands thus far impregnable. The only attacks
" that have been made upon the great and important work
..-40 which Mr. Roberts devoted the last years of his mortal
-Yife, have been through ridicule and mud-throwing.
“ “No attempt has been made by these knowing ones to
- yeet his logic and prove the spirit testimony false, or the
results of his rescarches and conclusions untrue. Ridi-
.cule and flippant pen Yictures readily affect the superficial
mind, but fall powerless upon those who think, reason
““and analyze. It requires vastly more than these futile
* efforts to set aside the light and truth brought to the sur-
face through the tircless efforts of this fearless investi-
. gator. Like many others, his work will be understood
" and appreciated, as mankind outgrow their old rellglgqs
- garments, and become clothed with the effulgent spirit
+light of to-day. o
. “Following, we call the readers’ attention to some ex-
_{rdcts from communications received by Mr. Roberts,
“‘bearing upon this question.

PONTIUS PILATE.

., Many men were brought before me on al[ kin@s of
_charges, for these Jewswere themost bitter sectarian bigots,
“ jni regard to their religious views that I ever met with as
~a mortal or a spirit. There was never brought before me a
man, or so-called God, as the present Christian system
- claims. There was a Jesus Onanias, who was tried before

me for highway robbery and crucified by my soldiers;

but of the now renowned Jesus I know nothing whatever.
- As I hope for a happy spirit life, I can say that I know
nothing of any Jesus, Jew or Gentile, excepting the one
mentioned. 1 am Pontius Pilate.

CYRILLUS LUCHAR, A GREEK PATRIARCIL

“" "No more ardent follower of Jesus Christ ever appeared
upon this planet than I was, but my hopes, my prospects,
and my realizations as a spirit, have all been blasted, by
what? By the non-realization of what I expected. If

* I'had to-day a thousand tongues and as many trans-

migrations as Buddha of old, 1 would ever aim to teach

_the iruth and realities of spirit life as I know them.

Christianity is a combination of the Platonic and Alex-

. .andrian doctrines, with the doctrines of Apollonius of

. Tyana, who was the Syrian Christ. Out of these, together

with the forged letter to the Emperor Trajan, from

-Pliny the younger, A. D. 103, has grown Christianity.

- Deny this who can.—Cyrillus Luchar, Patriarch-of Con-

" ‘staninople.

QUINTALIAN, A LATIN SCHOLAR.

-~ ~When in mortal life I lived in Rome from about A. 1),

40 to 90, I was master and teacher of Pliny the Younger;
- and it was by his invitation that I am here today. Iam
- glad to bear witness to the truth. In regard to that per-
~ -sonage whom the Christians claim once lived in Judea,,
_ “there was no such a personage in my day; nor have I been
. “able to find a single'limnest unbiased spirit in his, or her,
. weligious views, who knows aught of Jesus Christ. An-
-.other thing that occurs to me in relation to_the story
" of Jesus. It is my clear and positive conviction, that the:
veal Jesus was Apolloniug of Tyana. While in mortal
life I heard Apollonius preach the very same, or nearly
the same that is_called: Christ’s sermon on the Mount.
" MThese spirit voices will make all false religions bow at the
_.ghrine of truth.——Quintalian.
“JULIUS LUCIUS FLORAS, A ROMAN HISTORIAN:
.+ "My mortal life came to an end about ‘A: D130, The
" * gpirit of progress wae strong, but it afterwards became
- .- buried beneath Christianity. To that religion we owe
" the long dark night-of slavery: ‘I-think I can affirm
- from what T positively know, thit not only did the man
7. ealled Jesus Christ never live, bpt none of his Apostles
" go-called were known at Rome when I lived there. I
* - wyas engaged in writing a history of the Roman Emperors
- at that time, and all sources of information were open to
.- tme, g0 that I cou}d investigate all evidence and write &

the épirits say as to this

SIDE OF THE QUESTION IS
v Thisrpwsﬁon continues to be agitated by some who en-

- istic movement, and it is astonishing how tenaciously they
" stick to.the myths of by-gone ages. They hug the fetters
that bind them, conceived and forged in remote antiquity,

not be ascribed to a
lack of intelligence, and I know not how to account for
it, unless it is by reason of pre-natal conditions, or sensi-

. tive minds being dominated by spirit intelligences, who
desire to still propagate on the Earth Plane, the religious

This elass of spirils scem bent upon holding the mind in
bondage, by mems of chains whose links were forged
from the legends in existence, while humauity was in its

d to a pamphlet com-
~piled 1 presume by Dr. J.-M. Peéebles, who, with his op-
portunifies ought to have outgrown his early theological
teachings; however with him they are evidently dyed in
The tille of the hook is “Did Jesus Christ
Exist?” in which no new evidence is offered, to sustain
the affirmative side of this much-discussed question. The
old ground is worked over with no new resulis, all of his
“¢onclusions are hased upon the New Testament; a few
disputed passages in history, and the opinions of individ-
- uals who are dominated by their religious education. In
“view of what is beingexposed by the searchlight of knowl-
ependent scholars and scientists,

hearing upon this question; to say nothing of what comes

‘has also the possession-of thelettersof mine, in which they

fear.

refers to prove the authenticity of Jesus; but they most

{lissue.. ~These passages réferred 1o by the Doctor as evi:
dence, have heen repudiated by independent scholars. who
“are; notdominated by ehiurchinfluence. ‘They are ‘about all

‘instead of accepting the truth that comes to us to-day,
from unreliable history, changed and mutilated as it has

been.  Does the Doctor and his colleagues expect the peo-
ple who live and think under the light and iruth that is

T 1t
religion ig a fraud, and. yet:

; e,
ow thei

r

‘ber of 5
life,

VESPASI'AN, EMPEROR O ROME. )
. I commanded the forces at the taking of Jérnsalem

Nazareth.

aught of what is known as the Christian Savior.
SATURNINAS, TOE FOUNDER OF GNOSTICISM

125,
Apolloniuvs of Tyana and Damis his disciple.

of Jesus of Nuzateth, were taught by me.

period 1 certainly should have met them.

ARBGARUS, A GRECIAN PRIEST.

1 lived at the exact time it is claimed that Jesus lived,
not -only that but it is claimed that I-had & correspon-
dence with Christ. * Now for the facts. "I was a Priest in
Abdera, afterwards in Reine, in the-reign of Tiberins
Caesar. I held correspondence with a Jewish Priest:in
Jerigalem whose name was Jesus Malathiel. - This cop-

Urgal, in Spain, in-the Bighth Cenfury, and was used
hy Christians after that time, fo prove the existence of
Jesus Christ, when no such’person ever existed. I came
here to-day to throw what light T could ipon this'subject:
I departed-this life about A, D. 60, . : Lo

PAU

I

LINUS, FIRST ARCHBISHOP OF YORK, ENG-

, LAND. »: oo ’
T think it was A. D. 645, that I entered. spirit life, and
from that day until 1700, I endeavored with -all my per-
severence to find Jesns Christ..+ But these centuries: of
searching, ended in finding the man I ignored on carth,
Apollonivs of Tyana. I was one of the first translators
of scriptures from the Gallic-into the Saxon tongue. I
substituted as did Kusebius, Jesus Chriat of Judea. for

-

| with Fusebiug’ versions.” . .
Now we come to those historicel characters to which
Dr. Peebles in his hook refers as witnesses to prove the
authenticity of the historical Jesus, He and others
point to the mutilated histories of these celebrated char-
acters for preof, but they now speak fo us off-hand from
spirit life. This I consider direct testimony, therefore it
should take precedence. of all hook: testimony that has
been manipulated by priesteraft, _
Dr. Peebles refers to, Josephus, Tacitus, Pliny. the
Younger, Porphyry, Ignatius and Origen. The follow-
ing in what they say as spirits concerning the question at
issue: g : .

TLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, JEWISH HISTORIAN.

I am here to-day to testify in regard to a question,
which is of vital importance to humanity, and to millions
of spirits also. It is in reldtion to the correctness of the
doctrine of salvation through a Savier, At the time
when I wrote my histories there was no such man as
Jesus of Nazareth—a doer of wonderful works: and any
person of ordinary comprehension can see that the pass-
age in which it is said that I referred historically to such
a person. was fraudnlenty interpolated by some Christian
copier of my history. Iirst, it interrupts the narrative
1 was writing at the time: and in the second place, T al-
ways gave all the facts concerning those persons of whom
1 wrote, and if so important a person as this Jesus has
been represented to have been, had lived at that time, I
would have given a full description of him. There were
no Christians at the time of my retirement from public
life, in the year of 100, in the reign of Trajan. Chris-
tianity was the outgrowth of all the mystical religions
gystems previously existing.

TACITTS, ROMAN liISTO_RIAN .

My object in coming here js to speak in relation to a
passage in my works, that the Christians wish to make
out, refers to the Nazarene. I lived from A, D. 52, to the
beginning of the Second Century. During that time ¥
knew glmost everything that was taking place, especially
in Judea, but I never heard of the Christian Jesus, nor
Christianity. I have heard, however of the Nazarite sect,
who changed their name A. D. 66, to that of the Essenian
brotherhood. My name was Cornelius Tacitus,

PLINY THE YOUNGER.

1 am an important witness in the settlement of the dis-
pute, ccncerning the reality of Jesus Christ. One of the
greatest proofs they bring forward to establish the au-
thenticity of Jesus, is my letter to Trajan. I did write
such a letter but the name of Christian was not in it.
That word was a forgery. The word I-used was Essenes,
rot Christidns. I had no knowledge whatever of the so-
called Christian religion. I do not come here in malice
to give this communication, but I do come because I
wish to testify to the truth. As I hope for future hap-
piness, I affirm that what T have stated here is the positive
truth. Sign me Pliny The Younger.

PORPHYRY.
Many persons may say: These spirits have deprived
me of my Lord what have I left? Oh foolish mortals; to
rely so implicitly on that which never existed. The first
question to be answered is, did Jesus Christ so-called
ever have a personal existence? to which I answer he did
pot. - I come to set forth such facts as I know to be ab-
solutely correct. None of the early Fathers were Chris-
tians. . They never thought of establishing such a
gigantic system of fraud as is practiced by:the Christian
priesthood to-day. In all the earliest books and manu-
scripts of the so-called Christian era, there was no men-
tior of this Jesus, except as a kind of Sun-God. There
are ‘writings of Suetonius and the Emperor Trajan, in-
possession of the Papal Church, that would settle forever
the question as to the personal existence of Jesus. It

have altered the word Gnosticism to Catholicism and on
the strength of that, haveclaimed me as'a Christian. This
voice of mine is a spirit voice, that Priests do-mightily

I am not done with them yet. They will be made
to hearme. = - . L . -
So much for spirit testimony wpon this question.. The
last six spirits whe gave the foregoing testimony, are the
very individuals to -whose ancient writings Dr. Pecbles

emphatically deny-the allegation, as intelligences. who
are in position to know the. truth, as fo the question at.

that he and all others who are nursing Ancient Myths, ]

can refer fo, in attempting to prove their claim, even|

1". porrect history of what Iﬁ ‘had taken ip hand. The so-

dawning upon us at the present time, to believe testimony
of the character of that offered by thése Ancient!army.

. t will not;
acknowledge it to be so, “They seek-to keep up that mental
slavery wlich they maintained when here, "The difficulty
‘in‘the way of reforming these spirits is; that you in' earth.
life are constantly sending fresh additions to swell their
ranks, So long as this state of affairs continues,you must
not: wonder at the spiritiial darkness. that. overshadows
mankind. The enemies of truth you meet here on the
-earth plane, are as nothing compared o the infinite num-
pirits, who ave confending against it on this side of

T'was afterwards an Emperor. - Amongst the Jews at that
time there was no account of such a person as Jesus of
But there were several Jesuses commanding
the mutineers; yet neither Greek, Roman or Jew, knew

1 lived and taught at Antioch from about A. D). 60 to
I met, conversed and exchanged philosophies with
We were
Communists, and all you find set down as the teachings
They were ob-
tained from Apollonius, who gave them in exchange for
what T knew of the Gymnosophists. ‘This was about A.
D. 65. . I knew of no Jesus who lived at that time and
was killed, with the exception of one, who was run
through with Roman javeling for heing a bandit, and I
am certain that he knew nothing of ‘philosophy. Jesus
and his Apostles I never met,  If they had existed at that

respondence was taken advantage ef by Felix, Bishop of-

Apollonius of Tyana, and made the versions correspond |-

 funeral of any may,.woman or child, rieh or poor; bond
or free, learned or unlearned, white or black, Catholic or
Protestant, Atheist;-infidel of Agnostic. The evangel-
ical churches do nbt-affiliate with one another; each ‘try-
ing to outdo and girppss thé other or them all. While
there are Spirituglisfs,in all the churches,’ Catholic and
Protestant, it seemy skrange that & purely ' distinctive
Spiritualistic' funéral ¢hnnot b

in the French Chamber of Deputies, who has just been
_elected to fill Jules Simon’s seat in the French academy,

1

Princesses Charles and: Albert of Prussia;, the Empress
-and Empress Dowager of Germany, the Empress Dowager

of Russia and the” Queen Regent of the Netherlands, all
occupy the posit '

TRy f his. ges to that
effect. An b:public cannot be expected-to swal-
“low such a ? that, for it.is more absurd if possible,
than thé ‘stovy of'the vlﬁy__tlﬁc'al Jesus itself. ‘The reader

will bear in mfnd; one j%npm'tnnt fact:  This spirit testi-

' &ent il

mony was not. épied
and nmtilated'h,iﬁgory, ‘t}m’t has been written and re-writ-
ten, as well as radically changed from time to time, all
down throujh the centjiries, even unto the present day,
under the direc ‘91'1'_()& Christian copiers and a vandal
priesthood. " It cemes to us direct, Ly the voice of the
spixit, or spirits, who lived at the period in which it is
said that the Chyristian? Jesus lived and died to redeem
mankind from sifj,” " Wiien these spirit witnesses lived in
1he mortal form,they were important factors in the his-
tory of their times.:> In view of this fact, to what source
could we look, and from whom could we expect to obtain
divect and reliablg evidence upon so important a matter,
if not from these same spirits, who have testified in the
foregoing. communications. . :
Some individuals will ask, why keep up this agitation
as to the existence of Jesus? Ask Dr. Peebles, W, L.
Coleman, Dr. J. R..Buchanan and other prominent writ-
ers on Spiritualism, to say nothing of the Church, why
they persist in this-eourse,
rial whether Jesus existed or not. This is an entirely
one-sided and selfish view of the matter. It may Dbe in-
material to some who have outgrown the effect. of these
mythical doctrines, but there are millions in both worlds,
to whiom it males a vast difference, as they are in-a de-
plorable state of mental hondage, resulting from -teach-
"ings based upon the existence of Jesps Christ, If they
are freed from these honds, by the helief in the non-ex-.
istence ‘of this central figure of the Christian religion;
they go forth nolonger slaves, for-the tfuth has made
them free.” Looking at the subject from this point of
view; it makes 2 radical difference whether the Gospel
hero'is-a fact or a faney. . :

I wish to' call the .x¢a

; ders’ special’ attention to what
“Julius Lucius Floi'adsjg gaid ‘in ‘his communication upon
this point, in speaking of the millions of spirits in spirit
life that are in bondage. He says: “The difficulty in
reforming this clags. of spirits is, that yon of earth life
-are constantly sending fresh additions, to swell the ranks
of these misguided spirits.” ~Here again iz -where it
makes a.radical ‘differénce whether Jesus existed and
whether the Christian Scheme of Salvation is 4 fact or a
-fallacy. Again, it makes a difference whether our chil-
‘dren-in the helpless state of gestation, are branded with
the impression of this infamous dogma' of salvation
throngh the blood-of Jesus Christ. It makes a difference
‘here and. in yonder life whether we send our children to
orthodox Sunday gehools, where these doctrines are
taught to innocent-unsuspecting minds, who depend upon
those more advanced in life for direction in matters
ethical and religious. = 4 ' .
Many Spiritualists might panse and think of this, with
profit to their children as well as themselves,

mony, with what has come to us from independent in-
vestigators in the pagt, in my opinion, is enough to prove
to any unprejudiced mind, that not o scrap of veritable
evidence, can be brought forward to establish the report,
that Jesus Christ: was ‘h living character, or aught else
but &n ideal, forxf)(ulnt,'d from the lives and characters of
others, real or mythical, whose history dates back to the
period when man perused the Bible of Nature, and read
his destiny in théftars.”"
In closing I would saf, that these communications with
.many others nrquubliaﬁled in a volume entitled, “An-
tiquity Unveiled” with comments thereon by J. M.
Roberts, against §vhich Dr. Peebles and others geem to
have a spite. Aﬁ shouf,ld read this work, which may be’
found with many,other,valuable books on the shelves at

The Progressive Thinker Office, B. B, HILL.
Philadelphia, Pa. " . )
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Crooning a song such as babies love
When they drift away into slumber land,

The soft lidg falling o’er sleepy eyes, -
And his playthings dropped from the tiny

hang

One baby safe in the mother arms here,
Slumbers and dreams in the twilight gray;

And holding him close the mother heart

: keeps . ’ °
Another?‘the bahy in Heaven alway.

One so tender and warm in her arms,

The other unseen, yet close to her heart—
Luilaby sopg for the one who is here,

Song for;.ti.e one with the angels apart;
‘And Dending over the little form,

She whispers softly at close of day,
“A kiss for thié baby safe in my arms,

And one for the baby in Heaven alway.”

Darker the ghadows of evening fall,
. Mother lids droop o'er the babe on her
breast, -
Wander the déar ones in dreamland fair,
Mother beart lonely in ioy knowledge rest;
One baby sleeps in your sheltering arms,
The other but waits o’er the shining way;
Love from-the baby on carth, dear heart,
" And love from the baby in Heaven alway.
—CALLIE BONNEY MARBLE.

0
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THE GOLDEN RULE.

I have often wondered why it was that the “Golden
Rule” was not as applicable to nations, denominations,
sects and societies as it is {o individuals. Why the dif-
ferent religious séets did mot practice it among them-
gselves. As Spiritualists our platform is a Ifri.vileged one
to the represenfatives of all creeds and religions, to all
shades and grades-of theught. We extend to all re-
ligions, no matter how antagonistic to our own, the
courtesy of & hearing upon our own platform. But is
this courtesy reciprocated? Do the varied religious
denominations extend to us-the courtesies we extend to
them? I noticed in The Progressive Thinker some time
ago, that in the State of Michigan a Spiritualistic funeral
was held in a Methodist church; and methought that the
fact was encouraging and prophetic of the dawn of a
more liberal feelitig dmorg our brethren in the near
future. | o s ’ . c S R

Such instances are, however, yet far too rare.. T do not
believe there is a church of any denomination in my city.
that would open it§¥vors to the funeral of a Spiritualist,
nor. do ¥ believe ‘{Hlaf’ there is a Spiritualist church or.
temple in the world ‘that. would .close its doors to the

the rostrum I was sure the manifestations were genuine

€
B

e held in #ny-of them. -
“H. V. SWERINGEN. |

CLE Ly Yep—

Count Albert D

N
e:Mup, the leader of the Cathblic party
sz great-grandson'of Helvetius, the revolutionary phi-
osopher, and a grandson of Mine. De Stael. -~~~ = '}
The Queen of England, the Duchess of Connaught, the

Tom books containing incorrect |-

Some say that it is immate-

One more suggestion before closing, This spirit testi- |

voung ballot test medium of California, will give remark-
able exhibitions of the work of lier spirit guides.
an honest, straight-forward way of producing the phe-
nomena that is astounding {o investigators and highly
satisfactory to Spiritualists. She leaves no opening for
chronic doubters to censure or ery fraud.

nowped independent slate-writer occupied the rostrum.
Afler a short instructive address he proceeded to pro-
duce the phenomena of

the audience and in ful{]
slates, rubbed them vigorously with a handkercltief, then
made large figures and crosses upon them with chalk.
These he bound together with rubber-bands giving one
pair to our president, Mr, Van Luven, to hold up in full
view of the people. The other was held by an old lady on
the rostrum. In a few minutes after, the slates were
opened and on the surface of two of them appeared sixty-| the ammunition furnished by his own
two short ‘messages to people in the audience, signed by
full names and some of thein appeared to have been writ-
ten in various colors of chalk; some in fine pencil marks
and all written over the chalk marks which the Professor,
had' previously made on the slates. TFrom a seat near

and very satisfactory and yet many were disappointed be-
cause more messages did not appear in.the audience.
it not infinitely better that short messages appear under
strictly test conditions, than to see a dozen or more
strangers rise out of a promiscuous audience with long

federates? . Knowing this demand. for messages. is the
very loop-hole for fakirs to creep in and give a large
quantity of bogus phenomena to satisfy the-test-seekers
for the time being, who are sure to learn afterward that
they have been badly.duped.
* ‘The Spiritualist Canip-meeting a
the topic for talk among the Spiritualists in this part of
‘the State. .- There will be a number of the finest mediums
and -speakers in spiritual work, who will assist in making|do net want any. education mixed up’

with my Spirjitualism.” I presume what
she says Is true, for meariy.eveiy Hue'
of the letter gives evidence she is not -

.ina grand success. Of course everybody is invited to at-
‘tend the meetings, with a special invitation to all eastern
{ talent who may journey wesfward to the land
flowers in the delightful

‘powers_off, the coast of Crete, is & South American by

“WIST EXGELENT RESULTS,

_ ARTISTS AND SLATE-WRITERS.

There were many of the best people of Denver presen
anxious to witness the truth of these phenomena,

skeptical. - He requested to be examined by a committe
who did so. He next had his cabinet examined.

ful foree.

der the conditions imposed, it would be impossible for

ceived,

Y., where he has been for some little time.
friends and inquiring minds. - They lave made many
they will return at an early date,

Madame C. Winslow, and many others,
- {\
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THE SWEET NOW AND NOW.

As Set Torth by Rev. S. S. Bartlett, of Painesville, Ohio,
A Recent Convert to Spiritualism—Reported by Dr.
H. V. Sweringen.

The friends that are with us to-day
Come from the bright golden shore;

They dwell in those mansions above,
And bid us to sorrow no more,

Oh the sweet now, the sweet now and now,
It is better to-day than before;

Ol the sweet now, the sweet now and now,
Shall fill us with joy evermore,

Their sorrows have all passed away;
They walk in the sunshine above;
Being free from this cumbersome clay
They touch all our hearts with their lave,

They tell us to be of good cheer
While we dwell in these temples helow,
For we need every hour while we're here,
That our souls into fullness may grow.,

 CALIFORNIA NOTES,

Some Acc;ount of Workers and Work—The
Camp-Meeting at Trestle Glen.

To the Editor:—We give an outline of the work being
done in Oakland, Cal, under the management of the
Union Spiritual Society. Mrs. R. Cowell, of East Oak-
land, labored for us in March and April. Sle is one of
the best test mediums on this Coast. It is simply mirae-
ulous to investigators to observe how carefully she fells
them their life’s secrets. By her generous co-operation
as a member of oursocicty, she has been largely instru-
mental to its success. Through the month of May, at
2:30 p. m., Mrs, Maud L. Von Freitag, the accomplished

She has

In the evening of May 2nd, Prof. Fred Evans, the re-

sychography. In plain view of
gas-light he took up some dry

A TEST SEANCE BY CHARLES ALFRED CAMP-
BELL, OF THE CAMPBELL BROTHERS, SPIRIT

On the evening of April 21st, 1897, at his parlors on
‘16th streef, Denver, Col., Mr. Chas. A. Campbell, the
mystic, gave an exhibition of his wonderful pewers, under
test conditions. On the evening above numed Mr, Camyp-
bell proposed to give some of those manifestations which
‘they are so celebrated for in Furope and this country.

At 8 o’clock the room being full of people, My, Camp-
bell stepped forward and gave a short address, stating on
this occasion he would endeavor to satisfy the miost

The
committee reported everything correct. Mr. Campbell
then placedelates, type-writer, bells, and tambourines on a
table within the cabinet, and dyew the curtain, e then
took his place under the full gas light some five feet from
the cabinet, and had a lady and gentleman stand with
him on either side and hold his hands, and while standing
thus, five feet from the cabinet and held by the com-
mittee, he asked if there was any foree present, to please
manifest, when to the delight of all bells were rung, tam-
bourines were heard, ete, Then My, Campbell sat down
outside of the cabinet, in full view of those present, and
the type-writer wrote out messages to every.one, and on
‘the slates were most heautiful paintings of roses, daisies,
pansies, lilies, golden rod, and nine portraits in oils, all
-recognized by those present as guides and relatives who
-were on the other side; also messages in gold and- color
came in profusion. -Taking it in all, it was one of the
most positive proofs that has been given of this wonder-

A testimonial of satisfaction was proposed and hailed
by all as only just, for the manifestations received were
beyond doubt produced by an unseen force entirely inde-
pendent of Mr. Camphell, and we, the undersigned, do
recommend him to all skeplies, investigators and believ-
ers, knowing that in the future success will erown him as
it has for years in the past, and we further state that un-

Mr. Camphell to have produced the results that we re-:
Mr. Camphell leaves for his home at Lily Dale in a few
days, but we have the promise that himself and brother
(Mr. A. Campbell), that well known psychie, will return
to Denver sometime in the coming year. The Camp-
bells are test mediums of great power. Mr, A. Campbell
has returned from Florida to his home in Lily Dale, N,
The Campbells are always pleased to hear from all
good and true friends here and it is the wish of all that

We the undersigned attest to the above. Signed: by

MA'PIE B. HULL PRESENTS HER
VIEWS IN REGARD T0 THI. EDU-
CATION OF MEDIUMS — THE

SCHOOL T0 BE LSTABLISHED
IN OHIO.

To the Editor:—So wmany letters
have come to me of late, with questions
and opinions relative to the prospeetive
school to be opesed I Mautua, Ohlo,
the first of June, I feel called upon te
sénd a communication to The Progy
sive Thinker concerning the subject
that has raised not n little controversy, -
“The IBducation of our Workers.” Ihe
communications to which I refer cou-
tain opinious pro and con. concerning-
the school. 1t is evident that  those
who offer the strongest objections, up-:
derstand the least the. object of. the’
movement, . E
One correspondent writes: It seems
to me the leight of folly to Inpugnrate
schools for medinms, The spirit world
can educate its ministers beiter than .
any mortals can in schools.”  The' -
writer contlnues: “Mediums are not
mude, they are born.” Dvery intelli- -
gent Spiritualist. admits the lust state-
ment, that is, -no amount of training
can make a‘medlum of one who is not
endowed with the elements that consti-" -
tute mediumship, - .
The projectors of the schoel, which oL
will be opened the first of next month -
au the Maple Camp grounds, have no
idea that medimmship will be buparied
in that school by one, or a corps of -
teachers, Medinmship is in the indi- 7 f§
vidual, and no amount of training will . J{
bring ont of a person what never was 43
there. The instructors along the varl . 7§
ous lines of work that will be intro-. .7}
duced in the school do not assume that < {]
“rales” can Le laid down by which the 5
great body of mediumistic persons may -}
be developed. The development of me-
diumship is o process of evolution, de-
pending always upon the organization

of the individual. No “formula”- can -
be handed to the world that will make . ..
mediums. No one understands this bet- -
ter than the ‘I'rustees of the Association
under whose auspices the school ig In-
augurated. Among those who are the. = i
most interested and genercus in thefr: |
contributions, on the Board of Man- - -
agers, are persons who have worked as. - .}
mediums; they have had an extended <, /f
experlence in private and public worle -
aud have enlisted in the movement be-"
cause they deem it of the utmost im-
portance. I am unable to understand In.
what manner an instrument in the
hands of the spirit-world can  be in- -
Jured by cultivation. A good musicinn
cannot express hls genjus or skill while
performing of a poor instrument. The
mechanie who would produce a plece-
of work that might be a credit to himi- -
self, would not make the attempt with-
out the proper tools. o
One of the objectors to Spiritualists”
schools writes: “You and i know of
many who have been successful as lee-
turers  that were wuot educated.”
Granted, and such have done a grand ~ -~
work, but I would ask, if so much ean '
be accomplished  without self-eultiva-
tion, might not more have been accom-
plished 1f, In addition to the inspiration
that was so fine, they could have united
culture, and an individual knowledge
of subjects they presvnted so ably?

1 eannot go into detafls in the way of
replying to every objection urged in the
letters under review, A few must suf-
fice:  One writer expresses himself i
thus: “It seems a little strange that -
teachers cannot be found outside of ..
ministers to work in the Mantuna school, "}
This feature alone, will cause many to. --:
think the school will be run in “narrow =
grooves. [ would say in reply, teach-
ers can be found without searching for . -H
them; numerous applications have been ..
made by worthy persons for positions in 1
the school, but outside of those who are %
engaged, 1 do not know of any who -
could have been secured on the terms
agreed upon between the managers and. -
those who will serve the coming term,
The movement fs an experiment, and
those who are to be indentified the com-
ing season, consider their work for the
greater part, I8 & missionary one. But .
this Is not the point under consldera.
ton. Objections offere:d on the ground-
that “ministers are to be in charge,” -
strike me as belng absurd. Who aré
the ministers? Rev. A. J. Weaver and-
Moses Hull. Mr. Weaver's record as
a writer on Spiritualism and kindred
themes as they have appeared from .
time to time in the Spiritualist papers,
ought to convince his readers that he is
& broad-gavge man and cannof be °
drawn into “parrow grooves” e has
refused time and time again to preach
in so-called liberal pulpits because he
was denied the freedom to express hig
honest convictions, He has served
spiritualistic societies muny times, ac-
cepting as a remuneration for his ser-
vices what the friends felt to give
him. I know of no Spiritunlist who is
more liberal in the patronage of the
spiritualistic press than Mr. Weaver,
As far as Mr. Hull is concerned, who
that knows of his work on behalf of
Splritualism, need have fears that le
wili make an attempt to lead the school
into “narrow grooves.” Is it because
he uses the Bible in defeuse of Spirit-
ualism that the objeciion Is urged?
Perhaps so, as one correspondent asks:
“What do we want of a4 Bible in a Spir- -
itualist school?’ In answer to this .
question I will say, as many have said,
“we de- not need the old book in this
controversy.” Others realize Mr. Hull's
work bas been of the wutmost impor-i-
tance. One fact must Le admitted: he
he has put some of our fiercest com-
batants to flight by firing at long and
short range into the camp of the enemy;,
using their weapon—ihe Bible—the gun
through which they had fired into our

t

€

Is

ndearing messages claimed to have been written in the
eance? Who could tell but- what they were all con-

t Trestle Glen is now ]

of fruit and

. ‘N;

mbnth of June:.

. M.E.VANL

t

'
-

d of t‘lxé"‘"ﬂéétskoi t}’)e

¢
C

e Y.
_Admiral Canevaro, in

comman

iof} of Honorary Colonel in the German

birth,” having been born in Pern, of a Genoese father.]
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