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UNDERWOOD,

GENESIS OF THE GOD-IDEA,
The ides of God is & product of evolu-
“tion,
tempts to interpret the objective world
‘in- terms of the subjective; to explain
phenomens by investing objeets with
}mowledgc and volitiop Jike his own.
Al the qualities aseribell to God, every-
-where and at all times, arederived from
amap.  Anthropology is the key to the-
ology. AsSchiller eays: “Man paints
himsell in hisGods,”  What man wor-
“ships is not the picce of wood or stone,
the mountain, the sky, the sun, moon
and sturs, but the intelligence, such as
hie himself is conscious of possessing,
imagined to exist in these uatural ob-
jects, The evolution of the God-idea
as depended upon. and corresponded
.with the evolution of the hmman mind.
.Man has sought for causes of natural
occurrences which have impressed him
“most deeply, uud knowing no higher be-
ing tban himsoll, he has, without being
.awnre of the fact, projected his own
mental and moral naturo into the ex-
ternul world. 'The God of the design
arguwent of Paley's “Natural Theol-
ogy,” is an evolution from the concep-
-tion of the fotichist in regard to the ob-
ject which he invested with his per-
sonality, as certainly as the mnind that
can reason us Paley did is unevolution
from mental conditions represented by
fetich men of the remote past.
IDEA OF GOD NOT INNATE.
Thus evolution digposes of the thcory
that tho idea of God is innate, by show-
ing that it is an acquired conception
“which has arisen in experience and un-
dorgone changes liko other conceptions.
In positing personality, to.account for
natural phenowena, man aneted nato-
rally, of course, a3 he did in trying to
avert calumities by prayer and sacrifice:
but the iden of divine personality has uo
claim to acveptance simply because it
is one of the primitive,fundamental con-
coptions of religious systems. 1t must
-be tested by itsreusonableness alone.

DEANTHROPOMORPHIZATION.

The evolution of religiousthought has
‘consisted in u process of deanthropo-
morphization, to use Dr. John IYisk’s
very long. but also very appropriate
word. Deity is no longer thought of by
enlightened minds as.having body, parts
-or pussions. Such words us intelligence
n.mrdesign are still used by theologians
in referring to God, but thinkers see
that they are inadeguate and inappli-
cable. Intelligenee implies perception
and external objects perceived: ideas,
or impressions based upon perceptions:
reflection und reasoning, dwelling upon
whut Lius come into experience, or may
be beyonll experience, and comnparing
jdeasund reaching conclusions thereby;
jmagination, the power of sumwmoning
before the mind ideally objects and
events distant in time und space, otc.
Intelligence iwmplies organisin and en-
vironioent, genesis and growth, new ex-
pericnees, added knowledge: and since
these are gharacteristics of finite beings,
products of evolutionary processes,whon
God is invested with them, *the eternal
power,” as Johu Fiske says, *‘the eter-
nal power whereof the web of phenom-
cna is but the visible garment, becomes
degraded into a mere strand in the web
of phenomens, and the cosmos, in ex-
change for the loss of its infinite and
inscrutable God, receives an anomalous
sovereign of mythologic pedigree.”

A LARGE VIEW OF GOD.

Those who invest the Ultimate Real-
ity with volition, feeling, and all their
own mental characteristics, thusforming
God in their own image, and making an
idol. not out of wood or stone, it is true,
but out of the phenomens of their own
minds, regard as atbeists those who re-
jeet these anthropomorphisms, much
the saine as the Indian or the Negro re-
gards as denial of God the denial of his
crude conceptiens of the supernatural as
adequate representations of the Infinite
and Eternal. .

A lurger and decper view scems to
warrant what the eminent physicist,
Haeckel, said in an address at a meet-
ing of German naturalists and physi-
cians:

““This kernel (of true religion)does not
consist in the special form of one's con-
fession of fuith, but rather in the crit-
jcal convietion of an unknowable com-
mon ultimate ground of things, and in
-practical ethics springing immediately
from the purified theory of nature. In
thisconfession, that with the present or-
ganization of one brain the last ulti-
mate ground of all phenomena is un-
knowable, the critical philosophy of
nature comes athwart dogmatic relig-
jon. The faith in God, however, of

course assumes endlessly difierent de-}

grees of the knowledge of nature. The
farther advances we make in the latter,
the move we approach that unattainable
ground, the fewer will be our ideas of
God,”

Of an absolute Leginning of things or
of thcir ending, we have no_ knowledge
and no proof, Forms and conditions
change. but substanoe persists. As that
clear-headed scientist, Tyndall, put it:

“Asregards knowledge, physical sei-

_ence is polar. Inonesense it knows, or
is destined to know, everything. In‘an-
other sense, it.knows nothing. Science
understands much of this intermediate

- phase of things which we call Nature, of

“which it is- the product, but scienco

‘knows nothing.of the origin or the des-

tiny.of Nature,.: Who or what made the

‘sun, and pave' W liis rays their alleged

power? Wh hat made’and be-
stowed upon ultimate particles of

- ‘matter their 'wondrous power of varied

interaction?  Science " does not know,

" The mystery, though pushed baclk, re-

mains unaltered, - To many of us who

-en and carth than are dreamt of in the

ave been also taughis, -
hovw.vaii is the:nftbimpt o grappl ‘E‘ﬁ‘

M
- ¥

1t had its genesis in man’s at-}-

Ithe inserutable, the ultimate frame of
I'mnind is thav of Goethe:

‘"W ho dares to name his name,
Or belief in him proclaim,
Veiled in mystery as he is, the all-en-
folder? .
Gleams across the mind his light,
Feéls the lifted soul his might,
Dave it then deny his reign, the all-up-
holder?'”

WHAT GOETHE SAID.

Conceptions of God cbange;the eternal
Power persists through all changes, and
gradually it is divested, in the minds of
men, of all these human quallties which
men, in conceiving God as & mun, have
bestowed upon it.

"Tho more ignorant a man is the more
he thinks he knows abeut God. With
unshackled thonght on the subject one
comes to recognize the wisdom of what
Gocthe said:

“Since tho great Being whom we
name the Deity manifests himself not
only in maan, but in a rlch and powerful
Nature, and in mighty world events, a
reprosentution of Bim framed fromn hu-
iman quulities cannot, of course, be ade-
quate, and the thoughtful observer
will soon come to imperfections and con-
tradictions which will drive him to
doubt—nay, even to despair—unless he
be little enough to let himself be soothed
by an artful evasion, or greatenough to
rise to a higher point of view.”

WORDS |INADEQUATE TO DESCRIBE
THE INFINITE.

While tho words used to describe an
organism—u more product of evolution—
are inadequate to describo or define that
which is not an organism, which has no
enviromment, which had no genecsis or
growth, but is the cause and basis of all
phenomena, and while intelligence, voli-
tion, personality, as lknown to us cannot
be predicated of Deity, the student of
ovolutlon s at liberty to hold, in
the reverent spirit in which he once
worshiped a personality, that greater
than any conceivable personal being,
greater than any known intelligence—is
the Ultimato Reality, in which all phe-
nomena, psychical and physical, have a
common buasis—the foundation of the
cosmic order we observe, and of that
marvelous sevies of cvolutionary pro-
cesses by which fromn star dust have
been produced myriads of worlds with
their inhabitants, the hrain and heart
of man, his gonscience, his hopes and
aspirations, his wonderfulachievements.
his wonderful history, his prospects for
the future.

PHJLOSOPHICAL MATERIALISM,

I'hilosophical materialism, which
ascribes sensation and thought to phys-
ical causes, and assumes that matter is
the ultitnate cause of phenomena, finds
as little justifieation as does anthropo-
morphism, in the teachings of modern
science. Thereis no proof, but all the
proof the case admnits of i3 opposed to
the view that a motionor a collision of
material atoms ig ever transformed into
fecling or thought. Feeling and thought
are subjective  phenomena: inotions
aud collisions of matter are objective.
That two or more insentient atoms, by
moviog and changing space relations to
one another, shovld give rise to the con-
sciousness of *'1,” or to a feeling of pleas-
ure or pain, isa fancy as wild as any of
the fancies of the old mythologists.

A PSYCHICAL BASIS.

Indeed the qualities and state of mat-
ter, so regarded by us, arc names for
different ways in which our conscious-
vess is affected. Light (luminousness)
is a fact of consciousness. and does not
exist where there is no eye. Prolessor
Newcomb proposed to abolish the word
light from physical science, since licht
isa psychical and [not a physical phe-
nomenon. There is no musical quality
in the waves of the air, saveas the mind
through hearing constructs it. There is
no fragrance 1n the rose, the word
standing only for the sensations pro-
duced in us t?xrough the:sense of smell
by an object, the ultimate nature of
which is inscrutable. When we say that
iron is hard, we mean that if we press
against it we experience a feeling of
resistance, which is distinguished by
the word hardness, a word that describes
our feeling, and the iron. 1If, as Huxley
says: "‘The force of the myscles of the
body were increased a hundred fold, our
marble (or other hard substance) wounld
seem 1o be as soft asa peliet of bread-
cruinbs.” Even the conceptions of vi-
brations among the particles of matter
as the objective factor in the production
of sound [and color are but infercnces
fromn states of consciousness—subjective
experiences produced in us by some un-
kuown cause. '

Hackel,and others before him and af-
ter him, have been so impressed with
the necessity of a psychical basis for
psychical phenomena, that they have as-
sumcd that the atoms possess sensation
and consciousness, and thus endeavor to
escape the conclusion that mindis the
motion and inter-action of insentient
atoms. When matter is assumed’ to be
eternal, and it is invested with sentienece
and consciousness, it must be regarded
as psychical or spiritual in its nature,
and mind, according to this view, being
eterual,and mental phenomena due t) it,
the materialistic theory that sensation
and thought are ‘préducts of material
combinations and motions is nécessaiily
abandoned. A o
- Qur-position 1s,. that tha
derlies phenomena-~that Which' is not
geen, and is known_biuly agravealed in
consciousness, is such “thateed ]
ceiving, thinking min Anife
itself objectively as matter @nd: force,
and subjcctively as fecling'and thought.
Man in his essential ‘natufé belongs to
it, for-the substance and basis of his be-

ing is-in.-the noumenal ‘world.of which

resentatjon,
PURPOSE AND DESIGN?

Does the.untverse visible to us afford
auy indications of divine purpose?

Prof. Asa Gray regarded all béneficial
variations as providentially designed.
Mrv. Darwin asked him whether cach
variation in the rock-pigeon in the
change to a pouter or fan-tull pigeon
was thus designed; and added that if
such variations were not designed, he
could ‘‘sec no rveason why lie should
rank the accumulated variations by
which the beautifully-adapted wopd-
pecker has bgen formed, as providenti-
ally designed.”

"These speculations about design in-
volve us in perplexities of thonght,
from which, so far as I can see, the con-
ception of evolution gives no relief, if
we insist upon interpreting all the phe-
nomena of nature as though. behind
them and the cause of them were an dn-
thropomorphic being, who reasons, de-
cldes and acts like man., A man is killed
by lightning; a city is devastated by &
tornado. s this destruction of lifc and
property designed? A swallow devours
a gnat: o hawk kills a chicken; large
fish eat smaller ones. !s all this de-
signed? 1f thedeath of any particular
insect or animal is not designed, was its
birth designed? 1fa child’s death at
the age of one or two yeurs is not ide-
gigned, was its birth designed? Is the
transimission of discase designed? Was
the birth of all the descendants of the
woman Jukes desiened? The history of
lifo on this globe is a history of struggle,
sutfering, the destruction of the wesk
and the survival of the fittest. Has
there been design in this? With an im-
proving environment the survival of the
{lttest has resulted, generally speaking,
in the survival of the best. Therels
little doubt that the earth, intime, will
become u desolute waste; that gradu-
ally the higher forns of life will die
ont. and that the survival of the fittest
will then mean the survival of the low-
est, until, perhaps, all living ereatures
disappear before our planet, now so
fruitful and the scene of man's great
triumphs, returns to the great mauso-
leun of worlds. Will there be design in
all this?

AN INTOLERABLE THOUGHT.

We cannot help feeling with Darwin
when he says: “Believing as I do that
maun in the distant future will be Tar
moro perfoct than he now is, it is an in-
tolerablo thought that he and all other
sentieni belngs ard dootued to comnplete
unnihilation after such long continued
slow progress. To those who fully ud-
mit the immortality of the huinan soul,
the destruetion of our world will not ap-
pear so dreadful.” Yet Darw:n conld
not neeept as proven the doctrine of im-
mortelity, and in the honesty of his
Leart, when lesser minds dogmatized

the shows of things, the '"sy»mbolic&l’ vep-

about God, he said: **The mystery of

the beginning of all things is insoluble

by us: and 1, for one, must be content to

remain an Agnostic.”

There are evolutionists whosee in the
painful evolution of the human race
through countless ages, and in the intel-
lectual and noral conditions and
achievements which have been uattained
and in the certain ultimate, physical ex-

tinetion of the race, us well us of itsin-
dividual mecmbers, & strong argument

for the spiritual immortality of wman;
and with
had some weight,
SOME GREAT END.
il every birth aud every death and

every event were not designed, may we
at leasi find reasons for the beliefl that
the Jaws under whiech all ereatures ex-

ist and all the operations of nature oce
cur, are the methods or modes of action
of Divine Power by which is to be at-
taincd some great cnd that will justify

the enormous and appalling sacrifice

and cost involved,

“One far-off divine cvent
To which the whole creation moves.”

Is there, as Huxley intimgtes, a pos-

sible wider teleology than that which

assuines that the eye was, with Lhe(}we-
to

cise structure it exhibits, designe
see, a teleology, to quote from Huxley,

“based upon the fundamental proposi-
This proposition is
that the whole world, living and not
living, is the result of the mutual inter-

tion ol evolution,

action, according to definite laws, of the

forces (powcers) possessed by the mole-

cules of which the primitive nebulosity
of the univorse was composed.
be trug, it is no less certain that the ex-

isting world lay potentially in the cos-

mic vapor, and that a sufficient intelli-
gence could, from a knowledge of the

properties of the molecules, have pre-

dicted, say, the state of the fauna of
Britain in 1879, with as much certainty
as one can sug what will happen to the
vapor of the breath on a cold winter's
day.” k

Prof. Huxley never intimated that he
had any faith in this “‘wider teleology,”
but his admission of its possibility has
given a little comfort and consolation to
some who, though they have been com-
pelled to reject as worthless the old fa-
miliar arguments for design in nature,
would be glad to believecontidently that
Wisdom controls the universe, and

“That somehow good
Will be the final goal of ilL."
YISIBLE NATURE A VEIL.

Profcssor William James, in a paper
in the International Journal of Ethics,
for Octgber, 1895, alter referring to na-
turewoPship in language not less severe
than that used by John Stuart Mill, in
his Essay on Nature, says:

“There were times when Leibnitzes

with their hecads burjed in monstrous

wigs could eompose Tbeodicies, and
when stall-fed officials of an established
church could prove by the valves in the

‘hegyt and the roupd ligament of the hip- |

‘joint the existence of a ‘Moral and In-
telligent Contriver, of the World,) But

.those times are past, and we of the nine- |!

teenth century, with our evolutionary
‘theorics and our mechanicil philoso-
‘phies, already know Nature too impar-
.tally and too well to worship unreserv-

> |.ediy ary god of whose character she can

‘be an-adequate ‘oxpreszion.  Trnly -all
‘wo know of good. ahd  beauty :procceds

‘from Nature, but .none the lessso all'we |

knoow of evil, = Visible Natureisall plas-
ticity and indifference, o _multiverse; as
‘one might call it, and not & universe.

To such a harlot we owe -no moralalle.

the world-we sce 43 But'the appearance; .

glance; with her asa whole we can gs:

Darwin these considerations

If this

' B S

tablish no sent!‘ingz‘jta\ communion; gnd
we.are free in pur:dealings with her pev-
eral parts to ohey'@ destroy, and to fol-
low no_ law but'thdt of prudence ln com-
ing to terms with such of her particular
features as' will "hélp=-us to our private
ends. If there bp & divine spirit of the
universe, Nature; such as we know her,
cannot possibly be‘its ultimate word to
man. Kither thére is no spivit reveuled
in Natuve, orelse itids inadequately re-
vealed there;-and (asall the higher re-
ligions have yssumed) what we call visi-
ble Nature or this:world must be but a
veiland surfaée-glow whose full mean-
ing resides in a sipplementary unseen
or uther world,”- '~

Professor J:_untgi{ on the whole, ac-
connts it gain'that ‘‘the naturalistic su-
perstition, the worship of the God of
-nature as such, has begun to loosen its
hold upon the educated wind. The re-
bellion aguinst such & coneeption of God
is the iwitiul stepi toward getting into
healthy ultimate rélations with the uni-
verse." :

According to the writer, a man's ve-
li&{ious faith is his faith in un orderin
which the riddles of the observed order
may be found explz’yf’iued; an unseen uni-
verse in which spiritual forces are
oternal, a dimension of Being that we
now have no organs for apprehending,
but the reality of which is necessary to
give significance to this life, and faith
in which is raquired to meet the innor
neods of our nature: I think Professor
Jumes' criticism of mere Nature-worship
is none too severe, *The dark ride of Na-
ture cannot be ignored. The rattle-
snuke, the tarantuig, the tornado ar the
carthquake is as much a part of nature
us is the gentle dove or the refreshing
shower. .

The religious sentitnent and the moral
nature of onlightenefl man can lind no
sutisfuction in conterplating as ultimate
the order in which whatover is hideous,
frightful and cruel akists,

THE RELICIO‘J§ SENTIMENT,

The religious séptiment is a part of
man's nature. As Tyadall said in his
Bolfast address: .

“You who have eséaped from these
religions into tho Bigh-and-dry lightof
intellect, may deride them:Rbut in so do-
ing you deride scéfdents of forn mere-
ly, and fail totouclithe immovable busis
ol the religious somtiment in the nature
ol man. To yield thissentinent rcason-

lemns at the prescnt hoiw."

Feeling is decpep than thought, and
the demands of this hedrt sre more jin-
perative than those ! tho intelject.
Neither is satisliéd with recognizing the
external world, visiQjoto us as complete
and ultimate, being, - Philosophy re-
guires the postulation of an invisible
universe, or an order of heing of which
the world cognizable:by Bus is but a phe-
nomenal manifegtatian—*‘an infinite und
eternal Konergy, from which all things
pl'ocoed,” of whieh the visible wiverse
1s & sign or symbol only. And the in-
scrutuble reality mauifested in the phe-
nomenal world, oven though it is left
undescribed and undefined, meects,as the
mind advances, the reguirewnents of
man’s religious nature,

The mass of mankind will, no doubt,
continue to find satisfaction in concrete-
ness in religion as in cverything else,
and will continug to contemplate God
only as a personal being, only as a man
enlarged snd divested of the grosser
qualities of humin ~nature, but the
thinker who " peugtrates beneath the
surface of things, and uses language to
express ideas, and 1pt to represent the
absence of ideas, will'be cautious in mak-
ing atfirmations as to tke personality of
the Universal Péwer, or in applying to
the Ultimate Reslity and the Basisof all
activity terms whieh but inadequately
describe our own’ sense-bound thoughts
gud feelings. ‘We'may call it the Divine
Spirit to distinguish it from our concep-
tions of matter. and to deseribe it in the
terms of the highest and best that we
can conceive, but remembering that
conceivability is 'not the limit of possi-
bility, we may regard the Universal Ul-
timate Being as unpicturable, unimag-
inable, yct greater, infinitely greater
than any creature subjected to the lim-
itations of organic form and material
environment, to the conditions of birth,
growth and physical surroundings. In
his essential nature man, 1 bhelieve, be-
longs to the nouménal or unltinate order
of being, but thé conception of that or-
der unconditioned by the organically
imposed limitations of sense, is impossi-
ble. As Emerson eays: **Man is a stream
whose source is Kidden. Always our
being is descending into us from we
know not whence. , . . Iam con-
strained every rjoment to ncknowledgo
a higher origin, foff events, than the
will'l call mige.”

‘BONSET.
—l

. Lo! in the west ffiel(;ved ones blessed

-

Rise glorious to few;
On mossy elopes dion opes
‘Throughiaisles b¥ vafiory blue;
Q'er mountains ¢réwineéd and gulfs pro-
found oy
The dazzling pagedn$ gently wound.

On sunset Sky myf,s'bﬁaa‘ o by;
Sllvery white théir efils ara furled;
Blue as the sky their merchandise
Gleaned from'h glowng world:
Harbored withit a visibnary pier
That spans tho drekiy atmosphere.
The mottled sky, &hele snow-drifts lie,
In imaczes of moudterf seas
Rise soft to view, throtgh arching blue,
On evening's haliy bBreeze:
And faces [air, witk fidiving hair,
Drop dewy fragrantd through the air.
High overhead tiq day has wed
The night, hefiguriained bower
In rosy sleep a'sijgnct deep,
Charmed earthavith mystic power,
While over all eems to be* .
‘Death and instit

Summerland:Ga o

One telling. s 'that sich a one.
was nothing improv&l by his travels, “1
very 'well-be‘.ie'vti'lt-,{’i said“he, - “for -he
took himself. with him.*~Mon-
taigce. ’ o :

td:of heart and mind!
{'s loosened rind to
qivih behind; so fall
mxf;'a-child again,my’
“lap. of this sweet

-rian chureh, who has received unofticial

uble satisfuction ia” the' problem of prob-

‘he ‘'makes against . the ‘‘ecclesiastical

ORTHODOXY SCORED,

Three Reverends Step Out
of Creeds and Tell
Some Truths.

One by One the Scales Fall from
Thelr Exes and They Bee
tlw Light.

The Chronicle, of thiswcity, says re-
garding the casc of the Rev. I, B. Vroo-
man, pastor of the Kenwood 1’resbyte-

notification of the desire of the synod
for his resignation, on the grounds of
heresy:

“*According to Rev., I’. B. Vrooman,
modern Christianity is a failure,”

T'he sermon referred to by the Chron-
icle, and from which the above is a guo-
tution, wa$ reproduced in the cditorial
columns of TH1: PROGRESSIVE THINKER
last week: therefore 1 nced ouly call
attention of the readers to the fact that
Rev. Mr. Vrvooman is no old fossil of
that church, butis s young nan, dresses
in the height of fashion, nnd after leuv-
ing his church might be mistaken for a
man of the world, With modern silk
Liat, light overcoat, patont loather shoes,
cream-colored necktieand creased trous-
ers, e little resembles Lhe pustor of an
old-established Presbyterian congrega-
tion. His advanced thought and feur-
less utterances, however. are likely to
creste quite a commotiort in church
circles,

Re-read his sermon and then read the
following, relative to the sameo, by

ANOTHER REVEREND GENTLEMAN.

Rev. 1. . Gregory, pastor of the
Church of the Redeemer, reviewed the
action of the Presbytertun chureh in the
cuse of Rev. I, B, Vrooman thus:

“l have always felt that of all the

crceds known to me, the Wostminster
confession i3 by far the inasterpiece.
There are creeds that damn men,but the
Weatminster is the only one that damus
thew coolly, deliberately, and with mal-
ice aforethonght. The men who wrote
the Westminster creed needed not to
take any lessons in the science of dum-
nation—they knew it all. [for cold-
blooded brutulity the crced thut the
men of 1643 gnve us—and thatny hroth-
or Vrooman Is unkind enongh to reject
~beats the world.
_ %I have often wonderkd how it was
ever possibla for such a document as
the Westminster confession to be writ.
ten. But possibly u couple of dates will
explain it. 1t was composed in 1443—
Gulileo died in 1642, Astronomy was
still in its cradle. Geology lucked u
century of being born. (hemistry was
practically unknown. Niebuhr, Momm-
sen and Grote, the great pioncers of the
science of history, were more than 100
years in the future. Sir William Jones,
the Columbus of the oriental wizdom
out of which was to come the greatsci-
ences of comparative theology and eth-
nology, was not to see the light for sev-
eral geuerations. There was not an in-
stitution of science on the continent of
llurope—the Academy of Sciences of
Paris, the RRoyal Society of London were
not to be for a quarter of a century.
There was but little intercommunication
of men or ideas. The ox or horse-cart
was the [astost means of conveying eith-
er thoughts or bodies.- The greatest di-
vines in the pulpit preached witcheralt,
and the greatest judges on the benech
rentenced unoffending old women to
death for practicing witcheraft. It was
an age of supernaturalism and supersti-
tion, of strong prejudices and startling
ignorance.

“Such were the conditions out of
whieh this terrible old creed was born.
1t was the natural effect of the existing
causes. But times have changed, and
the living present is not to be judged by
the dead past. It is wrong to turn down
a bright man ltke Mr. Vrooman because
he cannot subscribe to the opinions ol a
company of theologians who died belore
his great-great-grandfather was born.
If our Presbyterian friends were truly
wise they would leave Mr. Vrooman
aloue, to preach aecording to the light
that God gives to-day.

*Tha great authority is not the West.
minster confession or any other cut and
dried document, but reason assisted by
the largest wisdom of to-day, We know
more than meu knew in the year 1643,
We have a larger knowledge of the na-
ture outside of us and of the human na-
ture within us. Our intellects have
been onlarged, our sentiments have
been refined, our entire mental and
moral .nature has been ennobled and
beautified; and we can no longer see
things as men once saw them. That
which seemed perfectly proper to the
wen who met in Westminster Abbey in
1643 appears to be all wrong to us. We
are living in a different intellectual
world—in a different moral world—from
that in which the framersof the Calvin-
istic theologysdwelt,and we can no more
accept their theology than we can go
back to the tallow candle and the stage
coach.

“We necd an up-to-date religion—a
religion that shail have more of the
spirlt of the Master and less of hair-
splitting dogmatizing about the Master.
The age needs a church that shall be
made up of men and women full of the
Master's disposition, whose single
thought shall be how they may make
thémselves and others happier and Let-
ter.”

So much for the Rev. Mr. Gregory: but
here is one of the Mcthodist divines who
has grown too broad for his crib.

A METHODIST HERETIC,

" Rev. Henry C, Meyers, who had
charge of the Methodist .church at
Schuyler, Neb,, the past year, Iras with-
drawn from  that denomination.

‘bitter tenor of it, as .well as the charges

‘bosses,” as he calls the church author
ties, ‘has” créated a -sensation in"the
State.. Among other things he says: - -

“First, I can.no longer suybject m
thinking to the thovghts of a lew secta-
rian bosses who thought their thoughts
100 years ago. M ] _ 5
the lamp in the light of which ever,

1 man must walk for himsell.’. The world :

His |
{-letter to the presiding elder of the dis-
-1 triet has’just been made public, and the

‘of the island.
“Georgo L,

Paul, o
motto- is, ‘Reason is |

has outgrown the sectarian thinking o1
the eenturies past, and is now moving in
the progressive light of reason’s lamp of
the present day. The Dantean hell of
the past—the pit froin which flames of
fire und sinoke ascend, mingled with the
breath of brimstone and the criesand
groans of the suffering spirits—is & hell
no longer reasonable to all thinkin
men and women of this age. To preac
men into hell who do not bow down to
the ereed of the church, a formula once
possessing a measure of life, but now
dead and decaying, lsas unreasonable
as the mind that pictured it.

“*My second reason for withdrawing
is thia: Methodism is controlled by u set
of ecclesiastical bosses, and ull under-
graduates are their tools, All ordinury
preachers are instuntly erushed to death
unless they salute the pope. All kinds
of chicanery and infidelity are practiced
by the leaders underr the cloak of eecle-
siastical and religions duty. The church
guillotine stands upon the platform at
every conference, sharpened and ready
to decapitate every preacher who pros-
trates not himself to the gods. Unless
they become professjonul beggars they
are immediately relegated to the rear,
The man of brains must seek his field
for himself, while the beggar rides Lis
circuit gathering supplies for bosses.
Millions of dolarsannually are collected
and carried to foreign fields to build up
personal enterpriscs at the expense of
privation, suffering and beggary inour
home country.

*Why send millions of money needed
by the destitute and poor of this country
to China? 1t is to keep missionary secre-
taries in lucrative positions, To this
end the popos of tho charch will crush
out of existence all preachers who do
not indorse the wmovement. Book con-
cerns are run by this gigantic institu-
tion, and sll preaghers are required to
purchase their literature from them at
enormous prices, so that the bishops can
come and draw large ealaries, ride in
Puliman palace cars, stop at costly ho-
tels and build fine mansions,”

Now here is & man who has for years
been wearing the yolke of “ecclesiasti-
cul bossism.” What he has 1o suy must
be trus cr he would not say it; as there
is no need of it but 1o free his conscience
of a weight that was pulling him down,
I’ride and desire for popularity have
long held the mask of deception over
many a well-rounded naturve, but now it
is becoming the most popular und profit-
uble ministerialacttoturnand denonnce
the old dogmas and point out the nu-
merons errors of the church.

The'inteliéet of man is pushing away
the eloud of ijgnorance and inliumanita-
rignism, and the man must keep in the
push or be counted out as anunknown
atom in the universe of matter,

Like the Rev. Vryooman, i, Thomas,
and the hundreds of minds too broad for
tho straight-jacket of creedism. Rev.
Mr. Gregory is just placing himsell upon
the summit of usefulness by this act
I1is fees are unshackled, his hands have
broken the iron bands of ccclesiastical
oppression, his mind is fres, his con-
science is clear, and he is a whole man.
The world needs him: the world needs
his ability, his knowledge. his truth,
The toilerin the vineyard who is will-

ing, true and strong,
Is needed ovory immoment to push the
work along, Dr. ‘I WiLKINS.

SOME GOOD IN SPIRITUALISM.

A Medium Told Where Her Son’s
Body Was.

To THE EviTor:—I am anxious that
the religious element that cries down
Spiritualism shall know of what good it
is to the people, by relating a c¢ircum-
stance thathappened in our own home a
short time ago.

On the 24th of September our cight-
vear-old son, Virgil, was missing, and
for fifteen days we searched for him,
dragged the river, and blasted. in the
hope of findirg his body if he were
drowned, but with no result, TFrantic
with griel, 1 sought comlort from Mrs.
J. R. Nagell, 2 medinm, in Everett.
She told at soon as1 entered the room
that I came to find some onc—it wasa
child—and that he was drowned. She
deseribed his clothes perfectly. even to
the missing buttons on his - shoes; de-
scribed a large bruise over the left eye
(of which 1 T{new nothing); told me he
was under a log float used by fishermep;
that he was about five miles down the
river, but that he was drifting all the
timg. This 1 could not understand} I
recognized the float, but it was made
fast as far as 1 knew. Also she said: “I
see sixtecn: you will find him on the
sixteenth day, wedged in the logs.”

* I went home sad with the thought that
my child was dead, for ] had hoped he
would come back to me alive. I told my
husband about it, and on the moraing of
tho sixteenth day Lo started out with
some men and searched for the float,
but it was gone. The day before, a tug-
boat had become entangled in the ropes
tkat held it, broke it from its moorings
and druﬂged it down the river, carrying
the child's body with it. This explained
the mystery of the child's floating under
the logs. The bruise over the left eyvo
was three inches long and very deep, in-
dicating it had been done before drown-

ing.

" Our child’sbody was found by the aid
of the spirit-world, through this grand,
truthful medium, and Spiritualism has
become the greatest blessing I have ever
known. Mrs. Nagell is a fine medium
and has brought tbe light to hundreds
in this vieinity. I hope I have not made
this article too long. You say, *try the
spirits,” and I have done so with the re-
sult as givéti above. Itrust all may Te-

-ceive the truth as correccly as I have,

MRS, MARY A. JACOBS.
.- Lowell, Wash,: :

Dufing the war betweell - the; Mace-

‘doniaus -and the Romans. bith parties

met peaceably on the Island of Delos,
tho roputedl birthplace of . Apolid, .and
offeired sacrifices together %0 the deity

SR s . ‘. T
{ Exigland, :never learned
onguage,. )
ia, was insane during the

sia, 0
reater part ofthislife, .~ ~ - 5. -
onrad ITT,, emperor of Germanyy had:
ngerson hisxrightliandes. . s

the Engl
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PRE-EXISTENCE, - . |

It must be so, Plato, thou veasonest
well, else whencs this pleasing hope, .
this fond desire, thls longing after im=
wmortality.” Sy
I have lived another life. When? That-

I cannot tell;

But I know that I have, aird counted

"

years, :
For a falnt echo, like a bell, i
Brings softest whisperings to my ears,
Oh, thouumisty shroud that veils the,
ast. R
T am clothed in a shadow now; mysoul
Labors in vain to grasp and hold the
past, o
While];)'er my being glimpses sweetly.
roll. 5
All joys, all ]nnqua%e is bleak and coldj.
They cannot hold the visions t}
arise; s
'l‘heylfjunnot puint the beautles of the'
old,
Of other lives
skies.
My thoughts
spheres, .
When in the distant time and space
Ilived and loved—can alinost trace th

passed under oth{a

are searching lo[ti;r'

years; .
Iknow I am an exile in my present
place. -

1 almost feel the throb of & loving heavt,
The lips that guve me Leaven's kigg,
The hand which clasped and did its par

In framing hours of perfect bliss, -
‘Time vells an unkuown forin that once I
wore. o
Ican't tell when, nor where, nor how;

I only know that | have lived before, °
Andbwore & laurel wreath uponmy

row,

Oh, planning hearts that droop and
sigh, ‘.
To watch the days go fiitting past,
Look up, sad souls, sweet blessings lie-
In truths which bind and hold th
past. X
I fecl the Father's love withholds
‘The glory back, till 1 shall be
Strong from obedience, so controlled
By lives, which sets my spirvit free,
Rosg L. BUsnNELL,

OPEN THE WAY.

JHBrrors Come from Igunorance o!.'
Natural or Spiritual Law. '

To THE Eptror:—Nearly all the ews
rors we make in life come fiom ignor- :
ance of natural or spiritual law,sand
though they may be distinct from ops. -
another in some respects, yet we find
them very wuch mixed when we come
to examine and assort our stores
lknowiedge aud try to determine. ho
much of truth we do possess, N

There is nothing more deserving  th
attention and the earncst .cndeavor of
cvery person, than that of keeping his
mind free from error. ’ositive knowls
cdge is not only a power--it is furtheps
more a safeguard against evror. If, "
thercfore, we tuke care to sccure for -
ourselves true knowledge, we shall with
it secure liberty and happiness. u

Tnthe study and pursuit of the phys-
ical sciences, in music and art, errors
und mistakes are a positive har 1o prog-
ress.  In spiritual seience, as well, thero :
must be the most diligent, searching
care, to avoid crror and fallacious con-
clusions. :

The true, impressible medium is our
only relinble earthly teacker of spiritual
science. What an important oftice! ~ To
mislead here is a serious mutter for
both teacher and learner. Through
these tried teachers the knowledge of
the spirit and of the soul, and of the
spirit-life beyond the Lounds of time,.is
given to us from those who bave reached
the higher and celestial spheres—knowl-
edge ol eternal things—of cternal life
and its'great and manifold dutics—of
which the larger portion of the raceis
in absolute ignorance.

There is a great, an earnest work to
be done by somebody. ‘The press is'the
great disseminator of truth, but it needs
an auxiliary, a lielp, in this mwissionar
work. Who shall it be? 'The sound,
moral, honest, sensible medium—intel-
ligent and not vain. One who feals thie
responsibility of the office uund the s
credness of the gift of mediwmship,

The common mediumn is a burden—-a
dead wcight—without charaeter o
knowledge, and in too nany cases with-. ;
out honesty and virtue, controlled by
spirits from the sccoud zone, who are
often deceivers and liars. Such nedi-
ums are the bane of Spiritualism and &
reproach to its holy evangel. R

We want our teachers to be men an
women who will command the respect of
the community in which they live=
whose instruction and tests must bé re-
ceived with attention and considerRtion
by all people. Then spiritual science
will become attractive and .its import-
ance will be realized. Rt

I beg to correct a mistake 1 fell into
through ignorance of certaiu spirit ¢on-
ditions, and which was vrinted in this.
journal last July. I stated that the.spirit
who had first annoyed me and had been
released 1had returned to his old wérk,
but it was another, who operated 5o
nearly like the first that 1 was led to-be-
lieve he had got back. 1 have learne
from Mrs. Brown, occult seer and/mi
dium, that once released. these splrits
are taken to an institution and tieated
for any malady or defect they may be
suffering from, and nover return to:-an-
noy. My first tormentor now visits me
quite often and always yives me the old
salutation. After exchanging congrate
ulations, he leaves. .

Through the wonderful power of Mrs,
Brown, 1 am now entively free from ols- ™
sessing spirits. I learn that these ‘o
sesslug spirits are from the second-zonb,
and that before mnn?f years elapse their
power will be greatly curtailed, if nof
completely taken away, and they will
not be allowed to visit the earth, . Tns
formation lias reached this earth sph
that great changes will take place-{
our planet withina féw years, beg
ning very soon.. - CHas. BETTS,
- Bwrr Oak, Mich,- . L

Cﬁarlés Martsl, or Charlos the Ham.
mer, carried a_mace weighing -thirty
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- . be the chief suffcrers, while the harle-
quins, and charlatans, fortune-tellers
and coniiden¢e men will escepe Bcot free.
Even now the innocent are the wictims
of the torrible conditions to which I re-
for,as s instanced by the persceution-
of honest mediums in tho ndme of the
law, for crilmes commmitted by the -very
ones whose testimony is sending thon
to prison. The time for action hua cowme.

. Aspade is a spade, no matter what
nawe is applied to ig, but the truth
should be told—toldso that our people
will awaken to a full sense of the clluuger
by which they are threatened. Unless

" Spiritnalists themselves dlecriminate in
thiese matters, true mediumsbhip will be
outlawed, and -public secnces will Le-
come a thing of the past. Tho frand
element will be the chief cause of this
condition, but it will be aided by those
among us who object to truthfuluess and
iustice on'the part of investigators.. Un-
-less som :thing is done, there will soon
be a do.cn places where the parapher-
nalia of the wateriallzing seance-rcom
is manufactured, instead of the two now
in existence in Now York and Chicago.
If we as Spiritualists do not act, wemay
reasonably expect, ina very short time,
not only one lurge blue book of tests for
half-developed-or counterfeit mediums,
but ono for each city and town on the
continént,

We have a remedy, and it wili cure
the disease if it {s but rightfully used.
‘We must make crime of all kinds odious,
s0 odious that it will cease to fourish
save iu the darkest cornersof the earth.
How can we do this? By allowing our
better judgment to deterinine our ac-
tions in regard to such mattersas 1 am
describing, ond by ceasing to rush o
the defense of every person who claims
to be & medium, without having given
proof of the same. ln other words, we
ought no longer to defend criminality
becuuse of some fancled mediumistic
gift on the part of the crimlnal.

I now hear the words, *'the N. S. A,
wishes to establish censorship over our
workers.” 1 reply most emphatically,
“‘Not so; It only purposes defending
honest mediums from enemies without
and foes within our own ranks.” It can
de this when all of our Spiritualists will
rally around the flag of trath, and re-
cord in Jetters of living light the work
done in cach community in the land.
‘The N. &, A.mnust never, und 1 don't be-
lieve cver will, be permitted 1o estab-
lish a system of espionage upon onr me-
diums.  13ut it should faithfully keep
the records when placed in its hands,
and truthfully state the deeds, good, bad,
and indifferent, that are therein fited
from different sections of our country.
I recommend this action--the establish-
iug of an information bureau at the Na-

- tional office fromn which the public caa
be informed of all that it nceds to know
concerning the standing of such people
as ure considered shady. Dlacemy own
name at the head of the list when you
find me induvlging in fravdulent, prac-
tices, or committing that which human
6Peech fails to have words to describe.
I*riends, a highwayman, with loaded pis-
tol and gleaming knife, is a manof honor
when compared with those who tratlic
in the sacred cinotions of the hiwman
eoul, and palin 0 as genuine phenom-
ena, upon our suffering humanity, bogns
manifestations in place of the real that
only the spirlt-world can give. No sin
s0 deadly, nocrime s0 black as tho oune
to which [ now refor, cxisted among
men.  We can destroy it, if we will only
try.

At this point something should be
eaid concerning the over-credulous
brethren in our ranks,  They aro per-
fectly sincere in all that they do, yet

. they serve as o stimulus to tho fakirvs
and counterfeiters to increase the num-
berof marvels they try to give the pub-
Ye. “T'his class will scoff at the story of
Jonal and the whale, yet attend six ma-
tervializing seances per day with the
same mediuw, in company with sixty or
one hundred others, because this nme-
diuin has eight or ten spirits on the floor
at one time, and never fails to material-
ize forty or sixty forms ateach sitting.
Veriiy this class ‘“*strains at a gnat and
swallows a camel.””  This love of the
marvelous has become a disease that
*should be cured by heroic measures if
necessary.  We have wandered away
from the simpler forms of manifestation
until we are almost adrift upon the open
sen of hazy speculations, over which
hangs the enchanting mirage of onr own
fahcies. Like Ulysses, we must lash
ourselves to the mast of the ship of
Truth, lest the eivens upon the shore
lure our beloved barque upon the jagged
breakers and destroy us forevermore.

Let me point you the way to remedies
for these manifold ills. Re-estabiish the
home cirvlo, and call around itthe loved
anes in your own households.  You cun
trust tbem, and they can trast you.
From the sacred hearthetone of the
home willarise a mighty power that shall
heal us of all our diseases. That power
is spirituality, which will restore us our
lost estate. Through the home cirele
we can wring in the higher influences,
and re-establish the phenomena of for-
mer times, 1t will weed out the sordid

lust for the marvelous and cange us to |

accept the simpler and trucr forms of
manife~tation that did so much for us in
the carlier days of our movement.
not advocate the taking of Lackward
stops, but | do advocate the restoration
of the clearer manifestations of the spiv-
it amona men. We can do this by re-
forming the home cirele.  As soon as
this is done, we can move forward to the
establishment of schools of psyehie sei-
ence atid philo.ophy. in which ail sensi-
tives can be placed, their medinmship
properly developed, and explained to
them, so that when they go forth they
will be equipped with the solid armor of
truth, able to demonstrate their religion
with mathematica! exactitude, thereby
proving ut blessing to their race.  Now
our medimms enter the work half-
fledged—the prey of the curious and the
victiins of the unscrupuions.  Until we
can obviate the causes, the results will
boas | have stated. 1 most earnestly
recommend therefore, the re-establish-
ment of the howe civele, and the imme-
diate founding of psychic schoolg, not
institutions with sectarian bias, but
schools of advanced thought, whose cul-
ture will fit our platforin workers for
leaders and toachers in the arena of cv-
ery-day life. In this way we can best
protect our mediums, and render the
publica ¢ignally beneficial service. Last
year 1 urged the necessity of protection
and defense of onr mediums; this year 1
do the same thing in stronger termns
thap before. let us protect them with
our love and good will, with our cordial,
sympathetic support. from competition
with the vampires in our own rauks, and
from the hwwan barpies in the ranks of
our oppouents, who seek to destroy
these instrunients upon whom the hand
-~ ol inspiration Lias been laid by the an-
els, calling them to be the comforters,
eaders and teachers of their fellow-men

" . in hypmanity's upward mareh,

.. One method sugggsts itsell to my
-mind at this time whieh I respectiully
‘recommend to this coovention. As a
body let us carnestly request our people
to texe a deeper intevest inour medinms
and mediumship than ever before, by
seeing to it that they receive just com-

ensation for their services, and thereby

‘ge removed from all kinds of temptation
to0 add by illegitimate means to their
limited incomes, - 1f means were at

~ hand, it would rerhaps be well for the

N. S. A. to cmploy at a living salary all |

" worthy inediums, whose whole  time

should be devoted to the N.S. A., and |
be_;placed. indts-

. 'whose earnings-should,
reasury, 137t
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 STATUS OF LOCAL SOCIETIES.

- During the past year I have visited a
-jargej number of our locyl societies in-
vavious Stutos.  'With the cxcéeption of &
very fow, I found them finuncially weuk,
if:'not- weak in “numbers; T.ocal jeal-
ousies and petly personalities have com-
bined to produce this result’ in many in-
stances, but theve are. other causes tp
which this weakness is also due. Pootr
music, badly-voutilated-and dingy halls,
and carelessness in telecting thie plat-
form talent, as well as the personnel of
the officers of the soclety, must not be
overiooked in the considcration of thls
question, - o i . :

In mz‘miy cities and towns flourishing
Spiritualistic tocieties existed twenty
years ago, whercas to-day a dozen. out-
spoken Spiritualists. cannot be found.
In some of these places the Unitarians
and Universallsts have come in, built
cozy little chuwichesand chapels, called
towethier the liberal element, and es-
tablished a creditable society, whose
leading members, from a financial point
of view, were once promlnent Spiritual,”
istsof the place. , Wherever Spiritual®
ism begins to recede, the churchman
can begin to dohis work, and out of the
wprecks of the Spiritus)ist societies he
builds his sectaripgn church. 1t is notto
ba supposed that these people lose thelr
knowledge of Spiritnalism .in uniting
with these so-called liberal churches. In
fur too many cases they haye just cause
for their actions, They wish a spiritusl
religious home. removed from the bick
erings and jealousies that have so o ten
prevailed emong us asa people. They
wish also to listen to instructive, schol-
arly discourses, and not to the vaporings
of 4 haulf-developed inspivational speak-
er, or to the statements that somebody’s
John, Mary or Henry had returned to
sy there wus no death. Thus my
friends you can see tho drift—let the in-
terest once begin to wane and the inev-
itable resuit will follow. In some in-
stances | have found socleties that have
cngaged notovious swindlers, Sodomites
and gamblers for a month or nore, be-
cause of some real or pretended gift of
mediymship,  This fact prejudiced the
entire comwmunity, especially the better
elemont in the ranksof Spiritualism,
against the society, and ina short time
they would drop ouv entirely.

1 do not approve of this cowrse. I be-
lieve they should stay in the society, re-
cure u change of management, purify
the platform of this undesirable clement
and goon their way. No one has any
right to withdraw his or her support
from a locul, state or national soviety
for personal reazons. To dothis betrays
a ngrrowness of mind and u bigotry of
spirit not countenanced by the angel
world, whose tervants we are. They
should remain in the society, und re-
form it by working within tho body,
and not by attempting to destroy it,

some of owr socicties practlee the
unigue method of employing a speaker
forone or two months,and then charging
an admission fee at each service, com-
pel the speaker to pay his own salary,
hall rent and wusic from the proceeds.
This custom has so thoroughly exhausted
the patience of many of our public me-
diwms that they refuse to work for so-
cleties at all, preferring to rent a halt
at their own expense, manage their own
platforn, and reap the full reward of
their labors,  There is justice in their
cluim, too, for the management of the
society is often unsatisfactory and the
conditions made so unfavorable as 1o
render it impossiblo for 4 mediuin to do
Lis best work, 1 know of cuses where a
president of a local society, us he called
it, would engage o speaker or medium,
advertise him well, fill a hall full eight
times a month, pay the worker fifteon
ot twenty dollurs per week, and put into
his own pocket one hundred and fifty or
two hundred dollars clear profit to him-
sell. Naturally the mediwm would feel
that the extra cash could have been his
if lie bud only been by himself; and the
next engagement iy that place would be
an independent one.  Had a duly organ-
ized sceiety received the benefit of the
surplus not one medinm cut of a hundred
would have objected, but the idea of
working to fill an individual's purse, as
against the purse of the cause, they con-
scientiously objected to. | have alrcady
adverted to the bad location of our
places of meeting and the condition of
the halls themselves as militating fee-
: tors in this problem, and 1 need not en-
large upon this branch of the question
any further. The facts remain as they
ure, and we must consider the guestion,
what ean we do to remedy them?

1t is an unpalatable truth that we as
a people are lareely to blame for the
condition by which we are confronted,
and can thank ourselves for it. Ilad we
organized years ago upon business prin-
ciples, built halls or churches, or tem-
ples, with the money we have squan-
dered in exorbitant rents, employed in-
spiring cultured music. our local so-
cieties would be double in number to-
day, und their membership tenfold
larger. 1 can see no immediate pros-
peet of a change in this patter, so long
as the pernicions practice of changing
speakers every Sunday, or every month,
is persisted in.  The settlement of our
speakers and mediums means perma-
nency for the local societies by implant-
ing the idea of stability in the minds of
the people,and by concentrating the spir-
itual influencesin a helpful manner upon
the cowmunity in which the society
exists,

1 recommend, therefore, that long en-
gagements for both speakers and me-
diums be urged wherever practical, 1
alsorecommend that due attention be
piven to the question of sceuring suit-
able places for our mcetings, and urge
thata temple fund be established
cach societv.

In connection with thissubject of local
societies, let me call your attention to
the fact that many of them can be re-
vivified and rebuilt by the visit of an or-
ganizer, or wissionary of some State or
National society. My own visits to sev-
eral such places during the year put
new life into their veins and roused
them to activity along healthful lines.
Such visits did not galways render imme-
diate financial returns, but paved the
way for grand results in the futuve. 1f
a Nutional organizer or missionary
could be cmployed by the N. 5, A,
whose duty it should be to vlsit for two
weeks or a month, the weak and strug-
gling societies, as well as organize new
ones in communities where none now
exist. it would be one of the best things
tbat could be done to advance Spiritual-
ismn. I consider this & matter of vital
importance, and earnestly recomimend
the appointment and equipment of such
an officer, under authority from this
conventicn,

MUSIC.

At this point permit me to say afew
words upon the question of music in its
relation to the growth aud permanency
of our local societies. 1 consider it so
very important that [ give it a special
place in this report. . 1f the right kind
of 1nusic could be emploved, it would re-
move onc-half our trouble. TFor some
unaccountable reason our people have
neglected this important topic, and
dwelt more in the realm of the wonder-
ful than in tlic realm of the practical,
or of tha true ideal. - Inspirational
‘poems of great length, able lectures,
profound essaysupon all sortsof themes,
have baen given the public for nearly
fifty years, yet less than o dozen at-
tempts to furnish us a spiritual hymnol-
ogy have - been -made. The Spiritual
Harp. and . other.books are-all - well
:enough’in their way, 'but none’of them
shave the'melodies that catch the public

ear, and fasten themselves to the public
heart. The music is nearly always diffl-
‘cult, and the beauty of the wordsis often
lost in the attempt to adapt them to the
unspiritual airs attached to them. Some
-of our good people have tried to chango
the wording of popular melodies so that
a spiritua) meaning would be thereby
conveyed, yet the tunes are unchanged,
and whenever one begins to sing to the
tupe of “What & Friend We Havo in
Jesus,” the supposed now meaning is
forgotten in the memories roused by tho
song. At some of my meetings during
the past year such inspiring songs as
“Jesus Paid It All,” “Come, Holy Spivit,
Heavenly Dove,” etc.,- were wailed out
to invoke to my aid tho inspiring s})irits
who have long since entered the Home
Beautiful beyond thé Gates of Dawn.

‘We have talent enough in our ranks,
and inspiration of so high and pure an
order us to be able to give to the world
of song something that will entranco tho
popular heart. and call the people to us,
as the Gospel Hymns rallled them twen-
L{ vears ago avound tho standavd of or-
thodoxy. All attempts to put new wine
into the old  bottles, by a few verbal
chapges in the catch orthodox songs,
will work no lasting benelfit to aur peo-
pie.  Musle, sweet and simple, that
touches the heart, as well as pleases the
artistic sense, }is what we need, andI
recommeud that immediate steps to that
end bu taken by this convention. Our
veuar of jubilee is near at hand, and we
canndt celebrate our fiftieth anniversary
imore wisely and well than we can by
proclaiming to the world that” we have
music of our own, which, while not
wholly raising mortals to the skies, nor
yet drawing angels down, will yet cause
the two to meet in one grand pwan of
joy, one uplifting symphony of tong in a
realm where all souls can find rest and
peace. We have been on the borders of
that realm for nearly flfty years, wafling
“'Nearcr, My Gud, to Thee.” and shout-
ing **'The Swect By-and-Bye” all that
time. Let us go nearer still, do our own
work in the sweet now and now, to the
end that Spiritualism may e bene(ited,
and our race blesied by our labors,

ORDINATION,.

I approach this subject with many
misgivings, and 1 bespeak your careful
attention while the subject is under con-
sideration. Like the percnnial plant of
the fable, this subject recurs again and!
again to trouble vs. It was discussed at
length at the convention last year, and
the general public was given to under-
stand that the National Associstion had

ness, and it did not intend todo 0. The
true meaning of the word *ordination”
was clearly shown, and ovr platform
workers wero givon to understind that
ceclosiastical ordination was rendered
obsolete years ago, by the divorce of
church and State, in this Republic at
least.

A secular ordination, however, is per-

initted under the laws of many of the
States, by vietue of which all ministers!
of religion are empowered to perform.
certain acts, npt beeause of the ordina-
tion ceremony alone, but beeause of the
recoguition of thewn by the law of the |
States. The word in this sense mcans,
to appoint t9 an oflice, to cwmpower to.
act In @, certain capacity: hence our,
local and Stato associations, by availing!
themselves of the luws referred to above,
could telect competornt persons to fill

THE LARGEST SPIRITUAL PAPER ON

Treating upon Spiritualistic,
jects.
the Procession.

)

have referred ubomc, Spiritualism is

jeopardized as @ movement by these
wholesale ordinationk,’ and by the con-

duct of those who ud- their papers for:

selfish purposes onlyii The public.looks

to this honorable body of delegates ol

relief from this feayful nuisance, and I
trust the conventioninits wizdom will so
act as to scttle this (testion for all com-
ing time. il

T"hold papeys of qqqgnatiou from two
societies, and a licey
crnor of Maine. f \'vizl“l gladly survender
them all if by so dolby all other papers
can be cancelled orjrevoked. I am pre-
pared to recommepnd, that resolutions
protesting against#gy ordinations what-
ever be adopted Mere, and that peti-
tions be circulated - in every city, town
and hamlet in the Union, praging our
leglslative bodles to pass laws forbid-
ding priests and ministers of. al} denom-
inations to perform wmarriage cerdmo-
nies, or to receive any special rights by
virtue of his ov hey papers of - ordina-
tion, and relegate the quostion of nar-
riage to the civil authorities, wheve it
properly belongs.

1 amn gctuated solely by the desire to
advance Spivitnalism inmaking this rec-
ommendation for 1 fully believo thut the
time has come for a° forward step by our
whole body. We should be leaders, not
imitators; therefore; 1 fuvor thie absolute
separation of chureh and State, hence
recomnend the abyogation of the rite
of ordination from all rellgious bodies.
Lf this cannot be done, and it caouot at
once, some ineasures must be talken here
by you to remedy the abuses now ex-
tant amongst us,  State Associations in
Michigan and California control the or-
dination question to the satisfaction of
all Spiritualists in those States. But
what is to be done -where there are no
State associations, gr where State asso-
ciations have no jurisdiction? The
N. S. A, cannot act at long range, nor
can it go into the ordaining business
without sowing the secds of discord,
whose harvest will be the utter ruin of

our organic movement. To pass resolu-’

tious is an easy matter, but we nced ac-
tion in place of words. We must cut
this Upas tree out from the root, and
the method is o matter for you whoare
liew as delegates to decide. 1 feel that
the only remedy that will cure the dis-
eas¢ is legislation, and 1 recommend
that action be tuken against any und
ull local societies Liereafter indulging in
wholesale ordinations at whatever price
per capita, in the courts of the several
States, praying for the annulment ov
revocution of its incorpoeration as a legal

never engaged in the ovdination busi-erOdy of the State, becsuse of the indis-

crimlnate ordaining of unworthy und
incompetent persons to Ge ninlsters of
the rellgiou of Spiritualism.

HALF RATES.

At this point the question of half rates
for our speakers and mediums nuun'u]]f/
comes into view. West of Chicago, all
of our speakers and mediums who devote
their entire time to religious work, and
who are properly endorsed by the
N. 8. A.. have been granted inter-
changeable permits over thirty-nine
roads. East of CHicago, and west ol
Pittsburg, they cun secure trip ypermits
il they are missiongyiey, or snnuals if
settled as pastors, gn the various lines
traversing that section. So far us 1
know, no one of our wérkers has been
refused in either tervitory, where he or
she has complied vith the rules pre-
scribed by the several passenger asso-
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the office of loader or speaker for our ]e-\
gally incorporated societies.

The officers of the N, S. A., as wellas
the delegutes to the last convention,
united in urging all local and Slate asso-
ciations to exercise great care in select-
ing candidates for this oftice, by appoint-
ing only those whose inspivational, edu-
cational and spiritual development espe-
cially fitted them for the important posi-
tions they were being called to fill.  De-
spite the kindly advice and earnest sug-
gestions mede by the N. 8. A, as well as
by the leading Spivitualists in our runks,
an utter disrcgard of law, order and de-
cency has become uﬁ)purent in far too
many instances, and I must eall your at-
tention to the facts as they exist. The
best elements in our ranks are appeal-
ing tothe N. S, A. for protection from
ordained charlatans, prostitutes, trick-
sters and criminals, and 1 feel that we
should speuk with no uncertain sound
upon the subject. Sotne societies have
eneaged in the ordination business upon
the wholesale plan, granting unto all
candidates papers by which they were
cnabled to solemnize marriage, oficiate
at funerals, and stand before the publie
asrecognized representatives of Spirit-
ualism. Many of these people find it
difficult 1o write their own names, while
others are totally unacquainted with the
simrlcst rules of Webster's spelling-
book.

Nor is this all.  Several ordained as
Spiritualist ministers have been found to
be graduates of the penitentiary, or
wanted in other localities for cause.
Others have been found guilty of gross:
inisconduct in regard to the use of in-
toxicating liquors, and others still
proven -to be sodomites, prostitutes,
keepers of houses of ill-fame, and com-
mittersof crimes against nature too vile
to utter in words. Instead of accepting
the office as agrave resporsibility,
carryin with it certain  duties
as well as privileges, these peo-
ple have evidently considered their
ovdination in the light of some spiritual
hocus-pocus, by means of which they
were the vreciplents of divine unction, or
inoculated with the Holy Ghost. Inany
event, they have used their papers as a
shield for vice and crime, and caused
the blush of shame to mantle the check
of every true Spiritualist. Thereis yet
another class of ordained whom I must
not forget. 1refer to thoss who get
their papers for sums varying in amount
from\wenty-five cents to as many dol-
lars, and then make use of them for the
purpose of securing half-rates on the
railroads. One society, for example,
granted = hal{-dozen or more ordination
papers in blank, to be filled in by
friendsof the officers of the society, who
were intending to go to California for a
few weecks' visit. These papers were
duly signed in blank as stated, filled out
by the parties wishing them: [California
was visited and the railroads mulcted of
one-half fare each way.

1 have now outlined to you the several
classes of the ordained against whom a
loud, long protest is Leing made. But
there is the legitimate worker to be
considered. Such ones wish faithfully
to discharge every duty laid upon them,
according to-the lawg of the land and to
represent Spiritualism_in its noblest as-
pects. If this class stood alone, how
readily. all Spiritualists would rally
around them! As it is; however, the
general public makes mno discrimination
in their favor, and they are classed with

:the -undesirable clements: to whom“f

-

ciations. Iiast of 1?ittsburg, on all lines,
1 know of no Spiritualist whozhas re-
coived permits for the present year. It
is rumored that clergymenof all denom-
inutions are also refused. If such is the
case, then as o body we have no eom-
plaint to make, 1t we are discrlminated
against, then it is a question for the Na-
tional Association to settle. I have been
persunally refused by all lines east of
Chicago, but have no complaint to inuke
of the rouds west of I’ittsburg, because
their rules forbid the issuance of per-
mits to parties ontside of their territory.
Last of{’ittsburg 1 still have no com-
plaint to male,provided clergymen of all
denowinations ure treated in like man-
ner. I discrimination is made becsuse
of our being Spiritnalists, it becomes a
question of moment to this body of dele-
rates, Mres, Rachel Walcott, of 13alti-
more. W. I°, Peck, and your president
have been refused permits over BB. & O.
lines, Mrs. Walcott is a settled speaker,
having no otheroccupation or business,
and her case is a good one, provided
this body decides to take legal action.
Such action can be taken, if other de-
nominations are favored, while we are
denied equal rights with them. 1 now
have evidence thut such is the case.
In order that we may preserve the few
rights we now have, and to avoid injus-
tice heing done our worthy workers, |
recommend that the incoming boapd be
instructed to investigate this matter
thoroughly, and to make a test caso of
Mrs. Walcott's application before the
Interstate Commerce Commission, or
the Supreme Court of the United States
if necessary.

In closing this paragraph, permit me
to say that the matter of reduccd rvates
for clergymen does not meet my approv-
al atall. 1 bolieve in equal rights for
all, and special priv.leges to noue, hence
am opposed 1o special rates for any class
of people.  But so long as orthodox
¢lergymen and Cathdlic /priests secure
these privileges, 1 hold’ that our Spirit-
ualist speakers and mediymsare entitled
to the same consideratiop, for our work-
erstravel four times Gs much asdo
other clergymen, henée] furnish a
greater revenue to the railroads. Jtis
principle. and not persopality that is at
stale in this mat.ter.',.} )

STATE ASSQCIATIONS.

The great value and importance of
having a strong, healthy State associa-
tion in each State in thefnion, becomes
more and more appgrent #s I become
better acguainted with the conditions
affecting the welfare ahd standing ol
Spiritualism in Amterida. The work
dooe in Michigan, wherd class legisla-
tion in behaif of the ;medical {raternity
was defeated by the carnest efforts of
the State Association of Spiritualists,
shows what the real worth and efficacy
of such an association would be in all
States. The new State association in
California has grappled with the knotty
problem of ordination; and solved itin
avery practical manner: Other States
where such associations exist also send
in good reports, and there is no doubt
but what similar results could be ob-
tained in all States if strong State assn-
ciations were once established, It is the
most practical plan of settling the ques-
tion of ordination, for.the officers ol a

State society can come into closer rela

tion with . local" societies, and become
better acquainted with the standing and
merit of all candiiaxeg ~for . ordingtion
than can & National secicty,” By taking

e from the Gov-’

society and placing it solely in the hauds
of tho State, it gives dignity and stand-
ing to the office, and - prevents local fa-
voritism from.foisting unworthy persons
upon the public as ministers of the 're-
‘llgion of Spirjtualism, :

State Associations can also give nore
attention to legislativo bodies, and  ac-
complish more in working against in-
iguitous legislation than can ufew scat-
tered local societiesin each State. They
can further ascertain tho reguireinents
of each community and send such 1nis-
sionaries or workers theve as will gerve
the -cause to the greatest advantage,
‘The true basis of our National Associa-
tion should be State associations, and I
rocommend -that steps to that end be
taken by the convention, by instrneting
the incoming bourd of trustees to secure
the establishment of the same wherever
aund whenever practical. I consider
themn towers of strength to owr cause,
and hope to see one in each State in the
Union erethe close of this century,

NATIONAL TEMPLE,

The rapidly increasing business of the
N. 8. A., as woll as tho extension of in-
terest in it as a movement, leads we to
the conclusion that the timme has come
for it to have & liome of its own. The
present headquarters are centrally ;lo-
cated, and no fault whatever cun be
found with them, save as regards the
amount of room necessary for carrying
on the work of tho association. 1 be-
lieve it would be wise for this convention
to consider the questionof at onee taking
steps towards ereeting a National Spir-
itualist Temple in Washington. This
building should contain office rooms for
the 1;\)]msident, secrotary and treasurer of
the N. 5. A., the National Library, a
commodious auditorium {or our National
conventions, 1rooms for seances and such
others as may be needed by thuy Spivit-
ualistic public. 1 recommend that a
National Temnple and Building Commit-
tee be created by this convention, with
powor to solicit and reeeive funds, and
carry forward the work of construction.
Notwithstunding the hard times of the
Bresent hour, a fair start has already

cen made, and only awaits the approval
of this body to be rapidly pushed
forward throughout the nation. Small
contributions from the many will sooh
create a fund sufticiently large to ercet
a temple worthy of the name of Spivit-
uglism. 1 have found many people will-
ing to contribute to a special fund of this
kind, whereas they wonld not. give one
dollar to the general funds of the N. S,
A. DPeoplelike to have a definite ob-
ject for which to work, and will con-
tributo their dollars for a specific pur-
pose freely and gladly. 1t will add dig-
nity to our movement, and prove to the
worid that we are really doing a practi-
cal work as a body. It will give the
idea of permanency to the Association,
and be the means of securinr a more
liberal revenue from the Spiritualists of
the nation. Such a temple could be
rented with profit to the local Spiritual-
ist association. to tho Children's lLy-
ceum, Young [People’s Club, and Ladies
Aid, thereby creating an income suffi-
cient to keep up all repairs, pay janitor's
services, insurance, taxes, light and
fuel. -

I'urge this proposition upon you, and
trust that it will meet with your full ap-
proval. The dignity and standing of
our cauge warrant us in wmoving this
matter, not to build this year, or next
perhaps, but as soon as money enough is
in sight to warrant such action. Sve-
cial agents, responsible to the building
committee, could be put into the field us
solieitors of contributions, from whose
labors umple revenues could be devived
within a year or two for the purpose
named. 1trust that this matter will
receive your considerate attention, and
hope you will authorize the incoming
bourd of trustees to select the commit-
tec mentioned above.

fSCHOOLS.

The schopl guestion hascome up in va-
rious sections of the country, notably at
Cassadaga Camp, N. Y., Chesterfield,
Ind., and Belvidcre, N. J.  Writers for
our several Spiritualist papers ave uvg-
ing action in this direction, and I learn
from reliable sources that nearly all of
the friends of this movement are anx-
ious to have the N. 8. A, take the lead
in this matter, It has been rumorved,
upon good authority, that many thou-
sands of dollars have been found for the
estublishment of a school of philosophy
av Cassadapa. No definite action has
been taken by the management of that
very progressive camp, and it has been
suggested to me that the contributions
thus pledeed could be secured by the
N. 8. A. upon guarantee that it wonld
at once move in the direction of such a
school. Itcould be located at Cassadaga,
if the donors desired, and its endowment
would be sutficient towarrant the state-
ment that no expense to the N. 5. A,
would thereby be incurred. It should,
however, be under the supervision of
the N. S. A., and directly connected
with it. Thesc remarks also apply to
the Chesterficld and Belviderc proposi-
tions. I cannot speak with authority in
reeurd to the former, but | do know that
a fund of 7,600 will secure the entire
Belvidere property, and put the school
there upon its feet once more. Until
this is done the world outside will have
a right to say that we Spiritualists are
ungrateful iu our treatment of owr most
carnest workers, and unjust to our chil-
dren by neglecting to give them a thor-
ough education compatible with the re-
ligion of Spiritualism. Contributions
for such schools will readily be forth-
coming when definite plans are properly
luid before tho people. 1 recommend
that action be taken here looking to this
cend through proper instruction to the
incoming board of trustees.

LYCEUMS,

In all my travels during the past year,
I have not found a dozen children's pro-
gressive lyceums, or Sunday-schools.
From the most reliable sources, 1 can
only learn of less than thirty of them in
the Unpited States. This deplorable
condition of things should be carefully
considered by your honorable body. |
can see no reason for this state of things
to continue any longer. Prompt action
should be taken by this convention and
the equipment of a lyceum organizer at
once authorized, and means provided to
set him at work. Sincws of war are
necessary, and something must be done
for the children. It is a standing dis-
grace to Spiritualism to find so many
children from Spiritualistic familiesin
the orthodox and Unitarian Sunday-
schools. Ireferred to this question in
strong terms in my revort last year, and
cannot but feel a deep regret that so
little has been accomplished in the way
of reform. Several of our most promi-
nent platform workers are educating
their children for the ministry in some
church, upon money carned by their pa-
rents upon our platform, and contrib-
uted by Spivitualists. Thisis one of the
strongest arguments in favor of schools
of our own that can be advanced, and
cannot be contradicted. ]

The decline of the lyceum is no doubt
due to the lack of spiritual instruction
in the text-books used as ycetim guides.
The books now in vogue are valuable,
but the inner meaning.of Spiritualism
has evidently failed to touch the minds
of the children, 1If.diflerent text-books
“arp needed, let’ us supply them; if “dif-
ferent mothods of work are required,
let us .resort to them. We have the
talent, and ought to encourage it. The
‘splendid work done by thelyceums in

oston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Cleve-
‘land, Chicago, Denver, San ‘Diego and:

Ana] 3 National & : Bg |'San Francisco, shows what can be: ac¢
‘the right of ¢rdinstion. from . the ‘local |'comiy

miplisbed by -the Spititualists of ‘the

land when they try. The welcome given
me by the Denver, Sun Dlego @and San
Francisco lydeums ave ' pléasant mem-
opies to me now., I would that every
city and town in the land had itsly-
ceuln, or Spiritualist Sunday-school.” "¥I
the N. S. A. is proporly sustained this
happy Fesult can bo secured. .

1f we wish our movemnent to become
the leading religious and philosoplical
cult of the *)resent age, we 1nust look
out for the children. Parentsshould be
urged to send them to our lyceums, or,
better - still, go with them in person.
They should be shown that no Spivitual-
ist is ever placed under the social ban
by reason of his religion, Our fellow-
citizens aro now judging us by our lives,
rather than by the complexion of our
belief. A desire for society is no excuse
for the abandonment of Spirityallsm.
Those who ridicule Spiritualisin and its
votaries are resorting to the politician’s
or lawyer's ruse when he has no casc,
viz:® Abusc of his opponent. Abuse is
never argument, and is tho weapon of
the coward and the bigot, not of the in-
tellirent and progressive citizen, I be-
lieve Spirltualisia te be so much better
than any othor system of religion now
in existence that I would advocato its
presentation to the children under the
same rule that I apply to myself, *The
best is good enough tor me.” If we'be-
lieve in that best, then let us prove it in
tho world by estabiishing and support-
ing our Sunday-schools and lycenms. |
recomnmend action upon this vital ques-
tion by this convention,

IAISSJONARY WORK.,

I have alveady briefly aliuded to this
important feature of our work. Itsim-
portance demands for it & special para-
graph at this point. It is imypossible for
one or two missionaries in so greata
country us this to do the work for the
N. 8. A. that should be done. The
United States should be divided gco-
graphically into sections, comprising
not more than slx States as the maxi-
mumn  limit, and active missionaries
placed in charge of each division. Such
acorps of workers ina very short time
would be returning .a revcuue to the
N, S, AL treasury, and would be the
means of establishing many auxilinry
societies to this body in their respeetive
scetions,  The experience of both Uni-
versalists and Unitarians proves the
truth of this statement, and we can af-
ford to profit by a good exawmple when-
ever we find one, | have done my best
to reach as many societies as possible,
but have not visited more than one-
sixth of the entire number in the United
States during the past year. 1[ the lield
weredivided into districts, every soeiety
could be visited atleast once cach year,
and many new socictits established in
communities where Spivitualism is now
unknown. 1nsome eases in my experi-
ence this past year, | reccived alarvger
revenue from missionary meetings than
1did in towns where there were vegular
societies under whose auspices my meet-
ings were held. | therefore recommend
the appointment of at least ten mission-
aries who are to devote their entirve
time totheservice of the N. S, A., under
the supervision of tho president and the
directlon of the board.

FINANCES.

This is the one vital question of the
hour, so fur as our association is con-
cerned, During the past year donations,
contributions, collections and sales of
books, pamphlets, ete., have furnished
a very generous reveauc cousidering
the few people approached in regard to
the matter. The per capita dues of-
loval societies have been generally paid,
and every one of the soventeen societies
belonging to the Californiu State Asso-
ciation has paid its assessmentof ten
dollars each to the National body. If
all States would do as well as California
has done during the current year,a rev-
cnue of fifteen thousand dollars, outside
of =mall donations, contributions, cte.,
would be annually turned into our treas-
ury. This would insure us an income of
twenty to thirty thousand dollars per
year, which would be sufficient for all
practical purposes, and would enable
the N. 8. A. to carry its praiseworthy
abjects into effect.  Such an incomne can
be raised, if thisconvention will but in-
struct the incoming hoavrd how to act in
the matter. People have held aloof
from the N. 3. A, because of misconcep-
tion of its aims, and a misunderstanding
of its methods of work. As soon us they
understand its objects, [ have invariably
found them ready and willing to respond
tomy appeals. 'I'his fact shows the ne-
cessity of having a complete corps of
workers in the ficld conveying this valu-
able information to the people. The
district missionaries whose appointment
| have just urged, could scrve this Asso-
ciation in collecting money. in theiv re-
spective fields of labor, for its treasury.
Last year 1 recommnended the appoint-
ment of three special fipancial agents,
whose sole duty it should be to call upon
the Spiritualists of this country, asking
for contributions to the N. 8> A, This
recommendation was adopted, and the
three selected for the positions named
were rank Walker. of Hamburg, N, Y.:
Mrs. Al, K. Cadwallader, of [PPhiladel-
bhig, and Mrs. A, H. Colby Luther. of
Muncie, Indiana, The illness of Mrs.
Luther rendered it im{\ossible for her
to serve, hence (. W. Sprague, of
Jamestown, N. Y,, was selected in ler
stecad. These thiee agents are to report
to this convention, according to the hy-
laws of our Association. I do not know
what cither of thewm has done. but1 be-
lieve tho results obtained will wmore
than justify their appointment, and
warrant the solection of a larger force
next year.

All societies directly chartered by the
N. 8. A. aud socicties belonging to State
Associations having cxelusive jurisdie-
tion over their several Statcs, when
chartered with this body, are required
by our by-laws to take up oné collection
each vear for the benefit of the N. 8, A,
treasury. oIt is with no little satisfac-
tion that I‘report the fact that very few
of these have failed to comply with this
requirement. Some societies not con-
nected with either State or National
bodies have also sent in collections, but
while all sueh receipts are especially
gratifying, they do not furnish revenue
sufficient to meet the running expenses
of this Association. If each oneof the
six hundred and fifty Jocal societies in
the United States aud Canada would
adopt the California plan, and pay ten
dollars per annum to the Natiosal body.
it would supply sufficient means to pay
all the running expenses of the Associa-
tion, and leave a surplus at the close of
eaoch year. while donations, etc., would
supply an income sufficient to warrant
the enlargement of the scope of the
N. 8. A, work in divers ways.

The plan heretofore followed of mak-
ing speciul appeals to the delegates at
our annual conventions does not meet
with my approval. Many of them give
when they cannot aflord to do o, and
thoso who do not give feel their poverty
all the more keenly when they find
themselves unable to respond to what
they realize to-be a worthy cause. Each
delegate and local society should do all
in their power for Spiritualism, and
give to the N.S. A.such aid as they

-can- spars from ‘their own needs. Be-

%ond this they should not beasked to'go.
p to the present timoe appeals to onr
delegates ‘scém to' bo' all that could be
done to secure such means as are abso-
lutely needed for the majntenance of

‘the N. 8. A.. But" there is another and

1 beliesve & better.method. Appoint
special financial agentsof character and
standingzi:andinstriet ‘thed ta:
among the people, asking, not for ‘P

go out{

ter's Pence,” nor foralms, but for co
tributions to the treasury of the ange
world in poyment of the debt of man-
kind to our arisen helpers who have
taught us that theve'is no such thing &g

1death., Place these agents nnder bonds,

if desired, and utilize their entire tim
in this direction. Thls plan will enable
us to reach the weplthier Spiritudlists
in our ranks, and cause them to take an’
interest in the N.S. A. to which hith+
orto they have paid no attention what-
ever. Of course great careshould.be
taken in selecting snch ugents, and
proper papers placed in their hands to
prove to the pcople their official and
representative standing. ' .
The total receipts during tho year
ending September 30th may be stated in
round numbers at five thousand dollars,
The total expenditures less than [our
thousand dollars, leaving a net  cash
balance of nearly or quite one thousand,
one liundred dollars in the hauds of
Treasuror Mayer. 1t will take about
seven thousand dollars to pay running -
expenses next year, avd it devolves upon
this convention to devise ways and -
means to raise this sum. 1f the N, S, A, -
means to be of service to the cause, it
must enlarge its sphere of work from
year to year, and present measures’
to the people that will benefit all
alike. In order toaccomplish .this, an
active policy is necessary on the part of . *
the management, and an active golicy -
means the outlay of cash. 1f our peopls’
hud not, in tou many cases, loft their .
pocketbooks in the churches when they
graduated therefrom, the skies above -
would be much brighter than they are -
to-day. R
The Medinms' Defense I'und hags
grown slowly during the past year, and

a fraction over five hundred dollars will .

be reported as the amount now on hand, -,
This 1s a fairly good showing, but the

amount should be fifty thousand iustead’ -

of five hundred dollars, when the noble

purpose for which it is designed is con-

sidered. Such would be the figures in
un orthodox body of similarstanding:
and growth, and yet we, with, three

years' hard labor, can only do one hun- o

dredth as much as opponents can do in
a single day. Wedo not know the day
or the hour when one of our mnost velig-
ble mediums may be attacked, there-

fore we should excreise ull possible vig. -~

ilance and swell this fund as rapidly as
possible. [ do not urge the usc of hyp-
notistn a8 a means of raising our reve- - -
nue, but if our orthodox opponents, in
two hours’ time, at one small githering
inthe State of Maine, cun
handred thousand dollars for foreign -
missions, we as Spirvitualists, with a rec-=
ognized constituency of one und a half -
millions behind us, surely oughttodo |
one half as well as they did with only
one-thousandth part of our numbers’
presont or approachable in that direes
tion.

In my last annual report (page 22) I
referrcd to the Hlumphrey and Wheeler |
funds, to be raised by the united contri- -
butions of one hundred persons ench. A
person contributing 1o the Humphrey .
fund paid five dollars annually, and . -
twenty-five dollars to the Wheeler fund, -
Neither of iheze quotas has ever been
filled, Only four or five people paid the
twenty-five dollars subseription, and not
more than forty the Humphrey sub-
scription.  These ace sad facts, but they
are true nevertheless. It isa pitiable
confession of wealkness to be obliged tg
say that one hundred persons cannot be -
found willing to testify that Spiritualism .
has done him five dollars worth of gootl
during the year. It does secm strange.
to me to find that there are not one hun-
dred friends of our late gallant leader,
Col. kd. 8. Wheeler, willing tounite in °
a tributo to his memory in the form of .
u fund, devoted to the cause he loved so ©.
well, and for whoso sake he yielded up
lLis Jife. 1 feel that these funds should -
be filled annuoally, and | recommend
that the incoming board of trustees be
instructed to {)luce the facts regarding:
these funds before the Spiritualists of
America, and to appeal to them to prove
their loyalty to their leaders by prompt-
ly illing these funds to the full, They
are a part of the N, 8. A, funds, having
been permanently established by a vote
of the convention last year, and the sec-
retary's books await vesponses {rom a
generous publie. 1 would further rec-
ominend that weekly or semi-mounthly
notices concerning these funds be pub-
lished in each of the Spiritualist papers,
with appeals for donations thereto prop-
erly appended.

Another means of increasing our rev-
enuc is by securing special days at each
one of the fifty odd camp-mectings in
the I'nited States, knownasthe "N, 5. A,
Day.” on which oceasion special attrac-’
tions can be placed upon the platform,
and appeals made to the people present
foraid for the N. 5. A. [ have already -
wmentioned this mnatter brietly in this re-
port, but its importance warcants a vep-
ctition of the notice. Thiv plan was =
most successful daring the present sea-
son at all of the camps visited by me,
where the N, 5. A. hus speeial days, 1t
will work 1o our advantage next year if
plans arc properly lJuid now, 1 recom--
mend this matter to your careful atten~
tion and urge thut speedy applications
for special NS, AL services be requested
of each camp management for next sea-
sou. As a further mcans of supplying
means to the N. S, AL, 1 vespeetfully -
urge each delegate present to constijute.
himself or hersell a committee of ofic to
raise a few dollars among howme friends
and forward the sameto our National
oftite,

MASS MEETINGS.

On page "Jof my last aunual repor
will be found a vecommnendation to the
eflect that a sevies of grand mass-meet- .
ings be held in the large citiesof the !
United States and Canada in the name
of the N. 8. A, This recommendation -
was adopted by the convention and very .
little done in the matter therealter.
Four mass-nectings only weve held dur- -~
ing the year, one in New York City: one .
in Denver, Col.: one in San )rancisco,. -
and one in Oakland, Cal. Those four
meetings did more for Spiritvalism in
the four cities named than fifty local €o-
cieties could have done in a whole yeur.
The New York City mass-meeting was':
under the personal supervision of our
vice-president, Mrs, Cora L. V. Rich-: "
mond, who was ably assisted by our as=
sistant secretary, Wm. Riehmond, and
many local workers in New York and -
vicinity. A speeial report of this meet~ -
ing will be made later on by our vice~
president. 1 was not present, but read
long accounts of the work done at that ~
meecting in the Associatcd Yress dis-
patches in all of the leading dailies in
Pexas, where [ was then ut work: [
loarned afterwards that reports of this
great mass convention found their way' -
into all the columns of the secular press: -
in all sections of the land, with no un--
favorable comments upon the persounel,. -
or work of the meeting. This was ‘a.
great gain for Spivitnalism, and proves:
that the inauguration of such meetings-.
was a step in the right direction. When
a full report of the same is madec to'this
conveniion, you will have yetfurther
evidence of the wisdom of this step. -~

I attended the mass-meetings in Den-
ver, San Francisco, and Oakland in per-
son, and aever did Spiritualism have a
faircr hearing, or fonore considerate’
treatmont in those cities. The Denver
meeting was .under the direct manage-
ment of our State agent in Colorado, D,
G. C. B. Ewell, who was ably ascisted by
Mr, Geo. W, and - Mrs, Zaida B. Kutes,

‘Mrs. Los :¥. Prior, John Slater, Mis. E.

A Wells-Bedell, "Dr. G. W. Martinand
' ™. CONTINUED " ON PAGE U:- '
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) TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION,
- TuE PROGRESSIVE THINKER Wil be furniehed until
further notlce, at the foliowlng terme, lavmiably fn
dvanee:
‘One year
Clube of

- elub)

Thirteen we
Blogle copy...

. 150
WHels
o dgts
REMITTANCES. .
Remit by Postoflice Money Order, Reglstered Letter,
Tor dreft on Clifcigo or New York, 1t costs from 10
10 15 cents to get checks cashicd on local 1 anks, sodon’t
send them unleas you wieh that amonet doducted from
" the amount senf. “Direct sll letiers to J. R, Francls,
0. 40 Loor!s Btreet, Chicugo, 1.

- CLUBB! IMPORTANT SUGGLESTION!
Asthere are thousunds who wHI at first venture
~*only iwenty-five cents for THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER
thirteen weeks, we would suggest tothose who recelve
* @ somplo copy, to solicit several others to unite with
them, and thus be able Lo remit from 81 to $10, or oven
more than the lattee sull™ A -large nuuniber of Nitlo
sineunts wili vake @ lurge sun ¢otal, and thus exteud
tlie field of our lubor and usefulpess, The same sug-
gestion will apply {n all cases of rencwal of eybscrip-
vons—sollclt others 1o ald in the good work, You wiil
experlence no difieulty whatever fu fuduclog Spiritu-
- nlists 1o subsenbe for ‘Tne Proourssive Tiixger,
" foruot une of them cut atford to bo without the valua-
ble informution fmparted therein each weelk, and at
the price of only nbout two cents per week

A Bonutiful Harvest for 25 Cents.
Do you want a more bountiful harvest thrn we cau
© glveyou for 25 cents?  Just pause aud thiuk for w mo-
nent what au iutellectual feast thag small {uvestment:
7 wlill furnish you. ‘The subscription price of Tae IPro-
GREeBIVE THINKER thirteen weeks s onliu\'cmy»n\'o
- cents!” For that amount you obtalu one hupdred und
- four pages of eolld, substantinl, soul-clevating and
" - mind-refreshing readlng nntter, equivalent to a medi-
. unesized book!

TAKE NOTICE!

. $7 At explraticn of subscriptlon, it not renewed,
* the paper is dlscontinued  No billg will ba sent for ex-
© trauumbers, .

2 11 you do mot reccive your paper promptly,
-write to -us, and crrors in address will be promptly
‘3 corrected, wud mnlssing numbers supplied gratls. .
(@ Whenever you desire the address of your paper
. changed, always givo the address of the pince to which
- it is then sent, or the chunge caunot be made,
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. Narrow Views of a Priest.
* ‘Bishop Worthington, of Omaha, visit-
“ing in New York, isroported to have
said, in reply to the statemnent that the
farmers are not in & prosperous condi-
tiow:
“The trouble with the farmer, in my
~'judgment, is, we have carried our free
educutional system entirely too far.
The farmers’ sons—a great many of
them—who have absolutely no sbllity to
rise, get & taste of education and follow
“itup. They will never amount to any-
thing—that is, many of thcm--and they
- become dissatistied to follow in the walk
Cof life that God intended they should,
and drift into the citles. It isthe over-
‘edycation of those who are notqualified
to.receive it that fills our cities while
‘the favms lie idle.”

It is mortifying tolisten to such sanse-
less verbluge from gentlemen of educa-
tion. The church opposed the education

yof women, becauso it unfitted them for
*domestic servitude. Priests oppose edu-
‘cation because it deprives them of the
~power of thinking for the masses. Edu-
~cation and superstition are incompatible.
. It was felony to educate ‘a slave in ante-
bellum times, Lecause it was impossible
herenfter to hold him in slavery.
Instead of educatjon prejudicing the
-interests of the agriculturist, it is the
“lack of proper education wlich unfits
.youth for manual labor. Change the
methods of teaching. Let labor and
study join hunds. Teach youth the in-
“predients of the soil, and how 10 make
1t produce bounteous harvests: how to
yreardomestic animals, and give them
‘machinery—unfeceling nuscle—to do the
heavy labor, then farming wiil become
8 pleasure. If the drudge is wanted,
‘- keep him in ignorance, and the nearer
“the brute the more faithfully will he
- sorve hiis master. The poet, Alexander
_Pope, seems to have comprehended the
-subjeet when he avrote:

‘A little learning is a dangerous thing:
"Drink deep or taste not the Pierian
spring,
These shallow
brain:

- Botdrinking largely sobers us again.™

drafts intoxicate the

i

A Colloquy and a Fact.
Two gentlemen of large stature and
~corresponding minds met on the streets
-.of Rockford, 111., u few days ago, Doc-
“tor B., addressing hisstill larger friend:
© HMi AL, do you know why we are to
" be oternally damned?"
“. .41 know a good many reasons the
preachers give, but may not have in
~mind the oné to which you refer. Why
+is it
. SWe are both physically large, and
.the world credits us with being similar-
.1y endowed mentally. Weare too posi-
~tive magnetically to be psychologized
~by the runtlings who call themselves
. ‘the Lord's anointed.” The consequence,
" we cannot be madc to believe the child-
“ish teachiug of the chureh in regard to
‘o triune God, and the salvation by be-
Clief, for the want of that faith hell is
—our doom, with no fault on our part.”
“"You think the preachers psycholo-
gize their converts, and by so doing
- male them believe any silly thing they
Cplease.” .
T ¥Most certainly 1do. Itis the unde-
-veloped boys uud girls in their teéns,
- and the nervous, hysterical women who
mest generally fall victims to the pulpit
psychology. 1t 1s the sharp, penetrating
- “black eye, the magnetie touch, the soft,
“itender words of the preacher, perchance
.‘one. of those =oul-thrilling kisses for
which he is fained, that sccures the at-
~tenfion of the victim and causes the
vietim to fall into his moshes as the fly
falls into soup.™
<. “Ha, ha. ha, you are corrcct. We
- cannot be enmmeshed by the intermedi-
ates between GGod and inan, $o our desti-
nyisirrevocably fixed, as you snggest.
‘But we are not at fault for our dimen-
~ sions.”
- “Tpue, but it scems to be one of the
-inscrutable devices of divine Providence
to-damo the very best productions of his
wisdon,” '

Not Made for Thinkers.

“Keep always in mind, good readers,
the Bible was not made for thinkers, or
‘to encourage thinking. Anend is put
" to rcason and to argument by a “Thus
sajth the Tord.” What the Lord has
‘sald'or done finite man cannot contro-
vert. There is no appeal from such
high authority. And then the priest
o steps- in, claiming superior wisdom
touching heavenly things, and wherein
the'infallible word of God is silent, the
_living voice of the preacher supplies
" the'omission. All the layman has to do

- i to tremble and obey. .
‘Asthe politician is always denouncing
.everything his opponcnt does or pro-.
‘poses as - ‘‘unconstitutional,” 'so. the
preacher has’ stercotyped and: ever. on
is tongue, ‘It is_contrary to.the .ex-
ressed will of Gg‘ﬂ ag revealed in the
joly Scriptures.” L

Charles VL., of France, was a “hope-
ssimbecile. . : :
The Assyrian kings

all wore \fel‘j: ipﬁg-

4

7 Buddhblst Misslonaries,

About 230 years - belore” our ers,
& General  Council of, Buddhists was
convened by the Emperor Asoka the
Great, at Pataliputra, on the Ganges,
in India. This was followed by the send-
ing to all parts of the then known world
80,000 missionaries to promulgate the
great iruths taught by Buddha. Among
the countries visited were China, Japan,
Ceylon, Persiu, Babylonia, Syria, Pales-
tine and ligypt. It is estimated by late
statisticians sthat are. thore full ttive
hundred willions of devout followers of
Buddha now living, quito one-third of
the entiro population of the globs.

"The introduction of Buddhist mission-

aries into Chicago marks a new era in

the history of Western nations. -Chris-
tian missionaries have been laboring for
long years to convert these Iastern peo-

ple to the worship of Jesus. VaBt sums-

ol money- have bcen annually expended.
to little purpose i the promulgstion of
the Christian ‘faith ‘in-Indin: ~ What
would have beenthe result had the same

amount of zeal, of, energy, of education,’

of wealth and’ protracted eifort been di-
rected towards the Buddhizing -of our
Wostern civilization® - They. who have
waken pains tU'become acquainted with
the teachings of Buddha, tell us it is the
purest, most moral ‘and ‘most humane
religion in- its origin that was ever
taught./ Read The Light-of Asia, by
Slr Edwin Arnold, ye avlio would learn
of this religion, ere it was contaminated
by contact with more corrupt systems,
There are many. wlo believe Chris-
tianity ‘is a revamping of -Buddhisn,
which was adapted-to the West and en-
grafted on Roman Paganism, 1t is
shown that Buddha lived and taught

| 600 years before” the alleged birth of

Josus; that at the time of Alexander’s
Conguest, B, C. 325, it had spread, all
over the- I'ast, and was the . prevailing
religion of all the countries conquered
by that usurper. The returniog vietors
brought this new faith with them. Al-
tor hiis day every West.ergf-nntion wis
more or less influenced by Buddha's
teaching, ST

This movenent Chicagoward anay ul-
timate in bringing thousands of educat-
ed missionaries to America, to promul-
gate this ancient religion which grows
more iuferesting the mors e know of
its practical workings.

- Out of Patience,

Jesus taught his Disciples to enter
their closess and shut tho door when
they prayed, so as to be heard by the
IFather. He said the hypocrites
prayed in the synagogues and.in the
streets to be seen of wen.” No teaching
of the dear Savior has been more grossly
disregarded by Christians than this. In-
decd, 4hat which Christ rebulced has
become universal: even praying bees
ave held, hoping by combined andim-
portunate teasing the Alinighty will re-
verse some of his inexorable laws.

Frow the multiplicity of deaths in the
act ol prayer, during the last year in-
terpreted in the light of chureh teach-
ing,that the sudden doaths are attribut-
able to divine interposition, may it not
be justly inferred that heavenly patlence
is exbausted, and is Leing followed by
retribution?

On the evening of October 29, at Lan-
sing, Mich., so suys a press telegram,
Rev. Wm, H. Allworth, a Congreega-
tional minister; well - known in that
State and Canada, while attending a
midweek prayor-mecting at Plymouth
chureh, and making a forvent talk on
the broad catholicity of the church, fel
to the floor und died instantly. '

1t seems like an insult to the intelli-
gence of Providence to discourse about
“broad liberalism” in church civcles,
for such was ovidently the idea tho
peacher was conveying when the fiat pf
ternal Justice ended his discourse.

Clerical Clap-Trap.

A political demagogue just on the cve
of the late election borrowed the clap-
trap of the average prcacher, and kaid:

*‘1 don’t believe the time is long that
we may remedy the great evils that af-
flict the country, for God will not long
bear with the present course of debauch-
ery and degradation of the American
people.”

Whether peliticians or preacher who
engages in calamity howling, and pro-
fesses an intimate knowledge of the pur-
poses of Heaven, we have no respect.
As wrong-doing carries with it its own
punishment, so unwise political action
will carry with it its own penulty.
Wherein simpletons lack facts, argu-
ments o sense 1 arvay them in support
of their positions, they draw on supersti-
tion to supply the omission. God is al-
ways wheeled to tho front on such occa-
sions with the hépe of making him the
winning card. The God appealed o on
suclivccasions is the same one whose
“yoice” walked in the garden of Iiden
in the cool of the day, and called to
Adam *“Where art thou?” The misera-
ble apple-cater had hid, and the Creator
of the mighty universe took that method
of hunting up the derelict,

Deparled Glory.

“I'wo wealthy Hebrews of Bagdad
now own all that remains of the ancient
town of Babylon.”

What a world of thought bursts upon
themind as we read the above news
item. The splendor, the glory, the
power of that magnificent city of 2,250
years ago vise before us. We see It sit-
uated on the banks of the Euphrates,
virtually the mistress of the world, giv-
ing laws, manners, customs, to all that
vast region lying betwcen the Dardan-
clies on the west, to the Indus on the
east, and south to the Indian Ocean and
embracing Egypt for a time, We watch
ber expanding, then her fading glory,
until she sinks into obscurity. For
many centuries her site is lost, and she
remains only a memory tothe historian.
An sccident reyesls the anecient loca-
tion, the archaologist digs in the sands
and exposes her buried monuments, and
the scholar revives again the story of
her full. Thus vise, flourish and fall
cities and empires, and time moveson
for other conquests. Nothing is sta-
ble. Allis transitory and fleeting as is
man himself. Shall we say, only spirit
survives?

Unpopular Litigation.
.-Father Lyons, pavish priest of Noko-

mies, T11., has commenced a slander suit.

against one of his parishioners for $5,000.
‘He alleges the defendant-in numerouns
conversations charged the plaintiff with
divnlging the secrets of the confessional,

and’said the father. was ‘a poorexcuse,:

and people are afraid to go and confess

{orfear né will tell théir sins toothers,
"‘Other than a Catholie jury will find for
.the - defense, whatever -.the evidence,

Confessions to & priest and contributions
to the church, or penance,'are not fa.&'o‘p-

. i .. Maine, . . o
My, Upderwood’s address on *Evolu-
~ion and the Idea of God,” which is |
printed on the first page of THE PRo-
GRESSIVE THINKER this week, was
given -before the Congress-of Evolution-
ists at Greonacre, Me, 1t waa the open-
ing address at the last session of the
conferenco this year, and it formed the
basis of an able and animated discussion
in which €. Stanitand Wake, the ethnol-
ogist; Horace W. Dressow, of Cambyidge,
Muss.; Dr. Lewis G. Janes, of Brooklyn,
N. Y., and Miss Saruh J. Farmer, of

Lliot, Me., among others, teok part.

On tho oecausion of the closing sympo-
sium of the conference tho intorest was’
very marked, aud the pavlors of the
Greenaere lan, tlhie papers :reported,
*were crowded ‘to the - doors and -ull
availuble standing-rcom was occupied.
1t aflords us . pleasurs to be able to pre-
sent the'leading uddress of this meeting’
to the readers of THE PROGRESSIVE
TIIRWER. . . - i :

Dr. Janes, tho chaiiman, uttering the
closing words of congratulation on the
success of the conference said:  *'1t
must . be clearly: evident that if the
higher aspects of evolution have been:
{:roperly interpreted ‘to us, and woe have

ad the plensure of listening to some of
its ablest representutives in ‘America,
thero need be no fear of - pessimistic.or
materiulistic implications in the teach-
ings of wodern ¢clence.  Without any
distinct purposé oF offort oniny part
there hasbeen ustriking and notable con-
sensus of testimony 1o this effect.” How-
ever deeply the newteaching way touch
the springs of man’s splritual nature, no
flower of beanty on God's green acres,
whicl bas hitherto: been nourished hy
their waters, shall yerish under the new
inferpretation. The watehword of the
future on the banners of science and ev-
olution, shall be an ull-porvading unity
and the essential beneticeénce of life.”

“Spirituulists were among the first in
this country to defend and popularize
evolution in opposition to the old theory
of miraculous creation of worlds and
specics, and in the light of this great
conception every subject, ethics ang re-
ligion, as well as organic life, s studied
to-day.

The Premium Buecyeclopxedia.

- Several weeks ago we withdrew our
offer tosend the Incyclopadia of Death,
and Life in the Spirit-World to new
three wonths' subscribersa, We have
beeu ut great expense in sending out
this premium, knowing that thousands
of Spiritualists would want it without
any {intention whatever of becoming
permanent subscrlbers to THE PPro-
,GRESS1VE THINKER, for, as a rule, they
take no Spiritnalist paper. But the in-
ducement of getting a 400-page book,
worth flfty eents, and the paper also for
threc months, all for twenty-five cents,
brought them tempovarily to the fromt.
The great good that the thousands of
copies distributed will do, compensutes
us for the great expense wé have been
to in this direction, in cndeavoring to
illuminute the minds of thote who do
not choose to patrontze the Spivitualist
pupers. .

We still have a few hundred volumes
on hand of this **Vol. 1” of the Enecyclo-
prdia of Death, and Life in the Spirit-
World, in paper cover, which wa will
send to all new six months’ subscribers,
and also to each of -ouy ‘present sub-
scribers who renews for 1ot less than six
months, and who sends‘us at the siune
time one new six months® subscriber.

It is fur better for the new subscriber
to tuke the paper for six months, for,
duving thut time he will begin to see
the necessity of continuing it,

President Barrett.

We call particular attention to the ad-
dress by President Barrett in this week’s
issue of THE PROGRES3IVE THINKER.
[t covers three pages of the paper, and
shonld he read carefully by every Spir-
itualist. His views on ‘‘Ordination,”
“Mediumship,” and the *‘Rochester Ju-
bilee,” will command special attention.
While President Barrett, like cvery
true Spivitualist, is an earnest, unflinch-
ing friend of true mediumship, he is at
the sametime the enemy of fraud, de-
ception ov trickery, under whatever
gulso it may come. We are sure that
his position in that respect will meet

with cordial endorsement.
R ey

Prefers The Progressive Thinker.
To THE EpIToR:—Enclosed find 25
cents, for which please extend my sub-
scription to THE PROGRESSIVE THINK-
ER. 1 hope to be able to send you a full
year's subscription before this expires.
1 am like **Job’s Turkey,” but yet I can-
not livo without the paper. I have tried
severil different “‘Spivitual” papers, but
none give e the velicl like THE PRO-
GRESSIVE THINKER, and I hope to be
able to get it and pay for it aslong as 1
can see to read, and that will not be
long. 1 am 80 yecarsold now. I have
floated to and fro upon every wind and
tide of doctrine known to the oldcst in-
habitants, but, like Noah's dove, I never
could find rest for the sole of my foot
untii the floed of orthodox creeds was
dried up; but now I am enjoying my
freedom after many years of captivity to
“priestly”’ dogmas. W. H. CoUcH.
Cleveland, Ohio.

CONGRESS OF FREETHINKERS

—

- !
To Be Held In Chicago November
13th, 14th and 15th.

NOTED LIBERALS OF THE WORLD WILL
MEET IN THIS CITY,

An Intornational Congress of Liberals
and Freethinkers from all partsof the
world will attend this Congress. Central
Music Hall, McVicker’s Theater, and
‘Washington Hall, 04 to 70 ¥ Adams
street, have been secured for lectures
and. congress. Geo. W. Foote and
Charles Watts, from England,,and
others arrived in New York last Satur-
day, and were tendered a reception in
Chigkering Hall. Col. Robt. G, Inger-
soll will close the congress .with a lec-
ture in MeVicker's Theater Sunday af-
ternoon, at -2 o'clock; subject: “‘Indi-
viduality.” The intention isto have a’
reuniotrand jollification of all freethink-
ers, and every country on earth has been
iunvited to be represented. E. G, Reich-
wald, secretary, 141 South Water street,
.has chaige of the arrangements, :

.o . BAMUEL P, PUTNA),
President . 8. U. and I, I',

" “The (Gospel of Buddha, l&ccording to,
-01Q Records,” Told by Paul Carus.

dents of'the science of religions, and to
‘all who would gairi a fair conception of
Buddhism in its spivit and living princi-
ples, . Spiritualist’ or " Christian can

;searcely read it without splritual profit..
rice $1. ffice,

For sale at this

B, F, Un;lerwo‘dd at Greenacre; |

This book is heartily commended to stu- |

 SPIHI] RETURN.
Sbirltilailsm ' Is iin.sed Upon

Knowledgq Derived from
Egideuc\ev. Y

KNOWLEDGE 'O BE GAINED BY FAITH-
PUL SEEKING.
- To THE Epyror:i—In a. letter pub-
lished in your 1sstie of October 21, from
Mre, R. I l.ungflﬁ'll‘, the writer, aithough
interested in updy in sympathy with the
grand philosophy.of Spirvitualism, takes
exeeption to thé following language
used in one of 'y Yoplies to Rev. Dr. A,
15, Muhin, which appeared ih the con-
froversy printed” in your.columns under
dute of Septewber 12, The statement
which Bro. Langford . cousiders. strong,
f.\'veplional and‘unsupportable, is as fol-
Vs '
“Spivitualism is bused.npon the knowl-
edge of a future -stute of existence, de-
rived from evidence that has never been
successfully controverted; evidencs that
is now to-be secured every duy thvough-
put ‘the world:.evidence -that is to be
had by its mere seeking.” :

£ Bro. Langford says that *if this state-

ment wore true, thei'e would not be an

unbeliever .amongintelligent people.” |

This, it -occurs to me,;is & Statement
oqually as, if not ‘mope, unsupportable
than the ove aboye hoted to which he
takes exception.. - Co

‘How-much of .the world’s truth to-day
is accepted by intelligent people? How
muny intelligent. people believed that
the world was. rround. when thistruth
first dawned upon them? I have yet to
learn of a grent truth or a-great reform
that was at once ‘accepted and welcomed,
by even intelligent people. Time was |
required for u upiversal yeceptance.

But Bro. Langford is tulking about
“belief,” while in: -my statement quoted
Lrefer to *"knowledge.”

1t is.sald that new converts to any
faith are the mnost enthusiastic, and that
after a fime of soberthought and evolu-
tioo, mueh of their enthusiasm is dis-
placed by doubt- gs to:the correciness of
their faith.. While 1 awn 4 convert to
Spiritualism, I an1 one not to its *‘faith”
orto its speculutive philosophy,«theo-
riey, ete., s0 much-as I amto the “wruth”
of its phenomena, which appeul to my
naturel senses for the proof of their re-
ality. If 1do not “‘know® that thers are
real and genuine Spirvitualistie phenom-
ena proving boyond a question the fuct
of spirit return,-and therefore a future
existence, then 1 donot ‘know"” any-
thing—not even’ thdt 1 am now writing
It may be that 1 have been peculiarly
fortunate in witnessing genuine phe-
nomena and inreceiving incontroverti-
ble evidence of the return of my eplrit
friouds, perllups more fortunate thaun
Bro. Langford has been. But becuuse
he has been lesg fortunate thun [ have
been in securing this evidence 13 no
proof that 1 have not received it or that
1 have been deluded.

A few years ago, to use tho language
of Bro. A. E~IMahin, *no one coutd
huve hud a moye. thorough contempt for
the supersliti&mﬁ folly of Spiritualism
than | had.” ‘At that time, at Jcast, my
sanity and “inl6likence” was not ques-
tloned by my Ronus and acquuintances.
1 wus raised ip- tho Methodist chureh,
finally becume o materialist and an ay-
nostic, but singe, within o few years
pust, T recoivéd’the cvidence of tho
trath of spiritaeturn, 1 have anchored
in the hitherto-amneh abused and ridi-
culed Spiritualism, “The stone which
the builders préjected has become the
head of Lhe co¢fher’.‘" o

Now, Bro. linnglold: wants the “‘evi-
depee.”  Thatawasy just what [ wanted,
and 1 got it to.my,  entire and complete
satisfaction so fur " as, proving the possi-
bitity of spirit Pbturn, but ob! how that
evideuce has whetted my mental, moral
and spiritual appetite! My very long-
ing to know more, to cutch more than a
mere glimpse of the Spirit-world, has
rendered me at timos miserable, alimost
wishing that I had not had the
“elimpse” il I am to be deprived of a
full und glorious vision of the world of
gpivite, But we all believe that the veil
which separates us from our spirit
friends is getting thinner and tbinner
us-tine passes. S0 mote it be.

In &onclusion, 1 wlll say for Bro.
Langfiord’s benefit, that 1 have contem-
plated writing an articte upon *“Some of
the ‘Fvidences’ and Heasons for the
‘Knowledge' that 1s Within Me,"” but
have oot as vet executed such intention,
1 iope to be able to do so in the not dis-
tant future. ‘T'he trouble will be, how-
ever, that my evidences wili not he evi-
denco to the reader of them,

Tach Investigator must get the evi-.
dence for him or herself, and to get such
evidence he must seek until he finds it.

H. V. SWERINGEN.

National ‘Spiritualists’ Asso=

ciation.

Four chatters have been granted sinc®
the convention, making total member-
ship of the N. 8. A., 154 societies; about
twenty societies are making arrange-
ments to aftiliate with the National body.
A little co-operation will bring member-
ship up to two hundred before anniver-
sary, 1847. This we are determined to
accomplish.

Mass mcetings will be held in Balti-
more in November, in New Orleans,La.,
and Atlunta, Ga., in December, Onc
each month will be held during the
year: more if possible.

All persons who contribute one dollar
or more to° the treasury of the N. 5. A.,
are enlitled to a certificate as a contrib-
uting member. Weo ought to have a
thousand of such members this year.

The last convention voted wisely I be-
lieve,not to increase the per capita dues;
they therefore remain the same. I trust
all societies will endeavor to have a rep-
resentative at the next convention, 1897;
try and arrange for this early in the
season. The N. 8. A. is hereto stay.
Let all itsintegral partz be lively parts
this year; 1€t there be no droaes, but all
work for- one %‘rea’o object—humanity's
good. L
A few copieg' off President ‘Barrett's
report and history of the N, S, A, can
be secured by gny, one, by lorwarding
two two cent stamps to this ofiice.

Do not condellin the N..S. A. until you
study its workyilabd realize what it has
accomplished. ..{}

FrANCIS B.j W,00DBURY, Bec'y.,

[CIE
A Self-Movipng Rocking Chair.
The unknown ang the unknowable has
reached Columbus, Ohio. At the resi-
dence of Charles ‘Hhmmond, of No. 314
Lazelle street, there'is considerable un-
easiness over the mysterious .actions of
a certain rocking chAir which seemsen-
dowed with certain supernatural pow-
ers, With no one near, the chair begins
1o rock to and fro, and this has not only
been noticed by Mrs.: Hammond;-but by
her mother, who came. here on a visit
and knew nothing -~ of any unusual man-
ifestations. -~ While reading in the chair
Sunday, Myr. Hammond states that the
chair began to rock and he was unable |
to determine the cause. It has been
suggested that the floor may be un-
steady, butthls he denied, leaving the

trouble very much in doubt.’

“Hypnotism Up to Date.” By Sydney
Flower. In the form of diuloguc and
story, the author presents very success-
{ully & condensed acconnt of hypnotism
its theory and “practice up to date

25 ommts; Sold at: thi

(I:éloe, ; p.a_per

A SPIRIT USES

13

CHAI’TER II1.—CONTINUED,

The mind-reader has also clairvoyant
vision. - Through the aid of the me-
dinm in the second sphere his mind is
turned into the channel for divina-
tion of the truth, us regards the
searching for articles concealed from
his own natural sight. Catalepsy
often being the result of the ex-
haustion of the nerve, or, more prop-
erly speaking, of the nutural electrical
force, overstrained, acted nupon by the
mind of the medium, who, uncon-
scious of the action of the law in re-
gard to its use, has suffered the ten-
sion to coutinue too long, till nature
asserts itself; relaxes the strair and
subdues the whole being, till rest has
been procured and consciousness re-
stored to him, N

In conscious trance, where the me-
dium has clectrical force sufficient to
lold the mind uunder the impression
ot the spiritusk there isless danger
from excess of use, the medium hav-
ing power to observe the signs of ex-
haustion, more or less sure of being
productive of danger. Still there is
cause lo be watehful, for a strong
mind, subjugated to any will but that
of the most spiritual desire for truth,
overworked or exhausted, is liable to
come under the influence of less highly
developed spirits in a state of bodily
weakness, and should be protected by
the higher guiding or protecting spirit
whicly, in the second sphere, is using
itself for the development of the one
oii earth who has desired it. This
protection is agsisted by a prayerful
gpirit, on the part of the sitter, for
the advancement of truth, prayer
being used to draw the angelie foree,
which is attracted earthward in pro-
portion to the desire expressed by
word or thought. Conditions being
cstablished harmouniously in this way,
there is no danger of excess on the
part of the medium, strength being in-
creased ruther than weakness. The
conscious tranee medium has thus the
advantage over the unconscious, and
in more than one way. If his mind
is active, and the eclectrical cord of
life which holds it in a conscious con-
dition is not detached from the upper
magnette cord, what instruction is in-
tended to pass to the seeker for com-
munication is possibly waylaid, as it
were, by him, and if of suffcient in-
terest is retained as well as passed on.
This makes the eunquirer in general
more anxious that the medinm should
he unconscious, as his own secrets are
preserved, and he feels more certain
that the medium’s -mind has not
adnlterated the character of the com-
muaication by mixing its own work
with it. The adulteration in this way
causing often the mixture of the true

cribed to the intervention of evil
spirits, whereas, though perfectly in-
nocent in intention, the medium, in
ignorance of the natural law which
governs communication, becoming in-
terested in the information which is
passing- through the channel of the
mind of the medium, inadvertently
intrudes his own mind’s action and
notl unfrequently subverts the truth.
After a time, medinms who have been
unconscious become less so.  Tu nost
cases, the electric power hecoming
stronger, so that after a time they are
at least less reeognizable as entranced.
It being more agreeable to the me-
dium, less strength is used by his
powers to prevent it, though, as it is
more likely to” be agrecable to the
sitler, some wmediums recognize it as
such and offer no resistance. Resist-
ance can be offered in such a manner,
bowever, by the medium as eflectually
to prevent entrancement if the me-
dium so wills it, unless the body is
very weak, and entrancement takes
the form of catalepsy, when all the
forces are subdued and life_returns to
the body slowly. The cataleptic en-
trancement has apparently an enjoy-
ment of its owr, it would seem, the
subject commonly, when awakened,
regretting Lis return to life, often ex-
pressing himself as having been in the
most delightful dream possible, from
which he found it so disagreeable to
be awakened lie would have preferred
to be- allowed to die. From this we
infer that death itself bad so far taken
place as to have allowed the'spirit to
bave passed -into . the higher life, but
the umbilical life cord not having been
severed, it was -compelled “to- return
till the spiritual had asserted itself as
strong enough fo .retdin it- in the
spirit sphere. : '

The illumination of the.mind in
trance” speaking is caused,. first, by
the pliability of the medium’s brain,
acted upon by a spirit of the second
gphere; whose  intelligenee -is . used,

ipitated, a8 ‘it -were, by the mag-

By -Mrs. C E. Stevens, of San Francisco,

and untrue, is not unfrequently as-;

R TYPE-WRITER.

LAWS GOVERNING SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS.

INTERCOMMUNION BETWEEN THE FIRST!{AND SECOND
S SPHERES. . .,

Cal. -

Ux'leﬁ’c poﬁm'_ of ‘the higher upon that of
the lower, - If it is strong enough to

;| control  the wliole organism, the sub-

ject is scarcely awaye it is being used,
ang - is’ little ‘or not at all fatigued,
giving out “ideas entirely new to lim-

/| self and making no hold upon him, so
. _tlm_t i being aroused 1o consciousness
“|of what has been said remains with it

and life goes ou with the medium just
as he left it beforc becoming en-
tranced. 'I'he conscious trance medium

effort on his part to recall it, to make
it clenrly perceptible that any idea
had been-left from it, - “Ihus an“effort
was next made to use the brain, and
through the brain, by connecting elec-
trieal life witli the hand and ann, so
to control it as to move the land, as
in ‘meehanical writing, the use-of the
planchette and other articles, leaving
the spirit power to do the work, and
making it paipable to the minds of ull
around the medium thal something
was at work outside of the wedium to
reveal the mystery, or miracle, if you
like, of the action of unseen powers,
the quality of the work thus tran-
scribed depending somewhat upon the
power or gift of talent possessed hy
the mediom, If in him or her is la-
tent artistic talent, o “be conjoined
with that of the spirit-world, and the
medium there, with those around, a
picture would be found upon the pa-
per, either of n flower, old Egyptian
beads, or those of Brahmins, who
seemed Lo have an attraction for that
sort of work. There is a certuin pe-
culiarity about all these pictures, so
that they are recognmizable anywhere
they may be found as spirit pictures,
‘The flowers are not ofteu recognizable
as any earthly flower known, perhaps,
to the medium, still are unmistakable
flowers.

The photographer next called into
use his camera for this new purpose,
and on the plate with the sitter like-
nesses appenred, bearing resemblance
at least Lo some spirit known to have
departed, not always recognizable, it
is true, but rough work is hetter than
uone, if it be reproduced upon the
brain of the earth inedium, and thus
transeribed upon the paper placed be-
fore it. The writing mwediwm, half
unconscious of what she is doing,
gathers up the thought, if she can, us
it passes, and makes it her own, if
she can digest enough of it and re-
members sufficiently well to do so,
but more likely receives too little as
her portion to mauke it of my use till
she has read and reread it, in the first
place to understand, and then to
assimilate it with Ler own thought. to
make it of use to her own under-
standing. '

Transmission of thought, so often
noticeable in these days of the re-
vival of observation of occult forces,
is brought about in the sume way. An
unusually plastic brain catching a
thought on its way from one point to
another, sometimes several, as it may
do if corresponding electrical con-
ditions in the carth are en rapport, as
it were, when suddenly & new or ap-
parently original thought is born all
once, in different parts of the world,
so that, like suicide for example, it
will be said to have become epidemic.
The illustration of some new foree, in
the way of invention, scems to have
sprung ap of a sudden, in different
localities, if it only helps to the
establishment of truth.

From one gtep to another the man-
ifestations progressed in strength.
: The writing on the wall at Belshuz-
zar's Feast was already aceepted ns a
miracle by the Clunistian community,
not to be doubted in the past.  Why
it should in the presenl. any imore
than were the pheaomena of old, is a
iquestion, Is it not ore probable
"in these enlightened days of tel-
egraphy, when modern miracles have
the background of strength afforded
by science and reason to sustain them?

Soon, thén, writing made its appear-
ance in very strange places, in books,
cupboards and drawers, between
slates, anywhere where a medium
could be found possessing the guality
of cleetricity and magnetism combined
in sufficient strength, with surround-
ings adapted to the purpose, was this
kind of telegraphy introduced to prove
a higher kind yetof manifestation pos-
sible.  Knowing not how it was done,
but acknowledged by all who gave it
any attention, it could not be denied
it was done; the simple law of mental
telegraphy, understood and applied,
explains the rest. If a mind in the
body is made negative, and *the mag-
netic mind sufficiently positive, the
two poles can be united in sucha
manner that the transcription of any
message made by the spirit medium
on the brain of the human can be
transcribed by the electric force em-
anating from the medium in the body,
tirected by that from the spirit-world
toward the pencil; placed for the
purpose 80 it ean reproduce the re.
sult. . , .

Transmission ‘of thought, then, is
the action of one or more - brains act-
ing
cach Vrain receiving at the same time
what has been :propelled by spirit
force from some point, cither in the
body, or more likely out of the body,
as thought seems creative only when
a powerfully magnetic mind has re-
ceived other ‘forces: to strengthen if,
and can - bring. to bear - sufficient
strength electrical - from itself w pro-

£l induce har--

ligs & faint idea, but so faint it takes

together - through - ‘magnetism, |

monious relations, when thought is
created and brought o hear upon
things of this world, ‘so that it is
horn iuto existence, as it were, {o be
used or not as eonditions réquire, "
Tivery thought produced produces

another, and so the work. goes on, -
creating and re-creating, till the work
shows itself in progress and: mauis - -
uu inventor, culmost u' creator, ap-
parently from his own forces, pro-
ducing an equivalent iy kind of some
sort, which gives him an idea of his

really, deserves, as bebind him, or
rather over. lim,. is the mind which
has sustained him, even if it has not
altogether brought to bear from its
own resources the thought impressed
upon the humun brain, over which lie -
has  obtained control. This, then,
again is the law of cause and effect
in spiritualforces. The higher spirit
brain has brought to hear the thought
conceived in his own mind, or per-’
haps has received from still higher,
transcribed it upou the brain of the
human medinm, who lms received it

electrical forces, and sent it out again
to be used as required, or without
recognition, 1o be attracted to other
forces of the same description, and
then transmitted again for the active
purpose of material life. This, too,
is the origin of what is ealled civiliza-
tion, and brings again into view the
condition of the Indian, whose mind,
through the character of | his brain, is
evidently nol prepared, as a general
thing, for the purpose of the spirit-
world in advancement. Their natural
clairvoyance is ugeful to them; they
supply their own wants; heyond this
admission mmong civilized races cun
alone prepare them for mueh spiritual
advancement for progress in truth,

Trunsmission of thought, then, ug
well as mental telegraphy, which hag
often come under the observer of
spirit manifestation sufilciently to ad-
mit of its possibility, are under the
sume law s other manifestations of
the same character, all being dem-
onstrated by the laws of magnetism
and eclectric attraction properly ar
ranged to produce results,

Combining the laws of photography
with that of magnetic attraction, spirit
photography is obtained. The prepared
plate having atiracted the sun's rays
through the atmosphere, has also
attracted the illuminated picture of
the attendant spirit as well as the
sitter, which has the power to mmnke
itself visible, through the combined
magnetism of the mediom acting in
the spirit sphere, as well as such ag
have power to hecome medivms for
use there, who stand beside, as great
strength of spirit magnetism is re-
quired for this kind of manifestation,
which is not often suceessful enough
for the person requesting the likeness
to be satisfied with the result, as other
faces often appear which possibly can-
not he recognized.  This is the result
of non-understood laws by the person
operating.  The non-understunding of
these laws, and consequeat failure, is
often aseribed to fraud upon the part
of the humuan medimm, who, in his
chagrin at the disappointment he is
causing. is ready to helieve in his own
evil spirits, and soon, perhaps, to re-
linguish all effort, or if by nafure
himself dishonest, attract to himsell
such aids as to produce a fraud.

That sunlight or artificial light of
any sort is an injury rather than a
lhelp to all kinds of manifestation, is
ascribed to the fact that magnetic
light, being of a finer and wmore del-
icate character than earth light, is
almost quenched by it, and so far de-
stroys the eflect as (o muke it more
difficult to obtain strength enough to
overcome other obstacles to which the
medimm is subjected. Dark cireles,
which have been productive of so
much ecriticism by those ignorant on
the subject of the laws goveraing
wmanifestation, have had to he aban-
doned as much as possible, for the
reason specified, and a great deal las
been  lost in  consequence.  Never-
theless materialization has oceurred in
at least partiallv-lighted rovms; and
cabinets, having been to some degree
tolerated, have gome far to show the
possihility of what might be done un-
der more favorable circumstances.
Thus there is still room for hope, as
many fine minds have recently openly
declared their belief in a great deal
mwore than the community in general
have been inclined to tolerate.  And
the time, we helieve, will come when
men will he more ashamed of their
unbelief than they are now proud of
ignorance, which is blindfolding them
to the truth, of which none havea
right to be ashaimed. This, then, must
close this chapter. In the next we
will try and formulate the material-
ization problem in such a way as to
demonstrate it, not only as a pos-
sibility but a probability that none
may care (o dispute.

{To be continued. ]

“The Dead Man’s Message,” an occult
romance. nv Florence Marryat. The
author’s wide experience in Spiritualism
and her study of occult science have
prepared her to write this romance,
which wili be found laden with gems
picked np in the course of her investi
gotion and studies, Cloth $1. For sale
at this office.

“Talleyrand’s Letter to the Pope™ will
be found especially interesting to all
who would desire to make astudyot -
Romanism and the Bible. The historic
facts he states, and his keen, scathing-
review of Romish ideas and practices
should be read by all. Sold at -this
office. Price 25 cents

“"Human Culture and Core. . Part®
First. The Philosophy. of-Cure. . {In-: .
cluding Methodsand Instruments).” By
E. D. Babbitt, M. D., LL.D, A very in-
structive and valuable work. _1t should -
have a wide cirenlation, as it well fulfills.-
the promise of its title. .For sale at this.
office. Price, 75 cents, .

“'From Soul to Soul.” By Emma Rood ’
Tuttle. Lovers of poetry will find gems
of thought in poetic diction in this hand--

.some -volume,: wherewith to “sweeten:
-hours of laisure-and enjoyment,” Prioa

$1.00.- For saleat this'office;

own strength perhaps beyond that he -

as his own, amalgamated it with its -


intolligei.it

- sought.
“.-the reason why mitres, copes, dal-

~“India had traveled east or west.
“ Greeks themselves never claimed that
7 kind of literature as their invention,

~ ehild, | :
“wives claimed . the boy. They went

~ NOV. 14, 1806

’: - GOINGIDENGES,

Prdf;AMa'x_ Mueller on Chris-
tianity and Buddhism,

‘Catholic Ritual Borrowed from

the Buddhist Priesthiood. .

Professor Max Mueller lectuicd at
the vooms of the Royal Society of
Literature, Hanover Square, London,
on Coincidences.” The Lord Chan-
cellor took the chair, and there was o

“large company of ladies and genile-
“men, ivelnding the Rev. Canon Wil-
- berforee. S

The Professor said that two Roman
Catholic missionaries  traveling in
Thibet were startled at the coincidence
between their own ritual miid that of
the Buddhist priesthood, .Fhe latter
had croziers, mitres, delmatics, copes,”
services with' two ‘choirs, five-chuined
censors; blessings given while exténd-
ing the right hand- over the people,
the- use "of ~beads; worship of the
saints, processions, litanies, holy
water. The “miissionarigs attributed
these coincidences to the -Devil, de-
termined to -scandulize pious Roman
Catholics. There the matter rested.

When the auecient langnage of the

~Brahwins began to bo seriously studied

by sueh men as Wilkins, Sir Willinm

- Jones, and Colehrooke, the idea that

all langnages were derived from He-
brew was so firmly fixed and prevalent
that it would have required great
courage to say otherwise, Ifrederick
Schlegel was the first to announce
that the classic lauguages of Greece
and Ialy, and Sanskrit, tbe sacred
linguage of India, were offshoots of
the same stem. 1t might be laid down
as a general prineiple that if a co-
incidence could be produced by natural
causes, no other explanation need be
This, lowever, could not be
matics,

croziers, and many other

= things, exaetly like those in the Ro-
“man
“Thibet.

Catholic  Chureh, existed in
The conclusion was forced
upon those who first studied the sub-
ject without passion, that there must
at one time have been communication

between (‘atholie priests and the Budd-

~hists, and it was an historical {act

that Christian missionaries were active
in China from the middle of the sev-
enih {o the end of the eighth century.
They had monasteries and schools in
different towns, and wepe patronized
by the government. Here, then, was
.4 coincidence explained in a fuirly

“ patisfactory manner,

Other coincidences between Bud-
dhism and Christianity had been
pointed out again and agrin, but too
‘often in the impassioned tone of the-
ological  controversy. Coincidences
between all the sacred books of the

* world existed, and Professor Mueller

ventured to say that they ought to be
welcomed, for surely no truth lost
valué beenuse it was held not only by

©.sourselves  bot also by millions of

buman beings whom we formerly

*ealled unhelievers.

Some of the coincidences between

Bnddhism and Christianity belonged -

to the ancient period of the former.
They included confessions. fasting,

_celibacy of the priesthood, and even

rosnyies, and, as they were honoved in
India before the begiuning of our
ery, it followed that if they had been
borrowed the borrowers were Chris-
tians.

How, it might be asked, had knowl-
edge of these things Dbeen spread!
Through the fact that Buddhism in
its essence was a missionary religion.
We heard of Buddhist missionaries
being sent to every part of the known
world ju the third century before
Christ.

Indian and Buddhist influences had
‘long been suspeeted in the nncient
Greek fable and some parts of the
Bible. The story of the ass in the
‘Jion's skin was to be found in Pali.

- Probably it was true that the germs

of sowe famous stories existed mmong
our Arvan ancestors hefore their sep-
aration. but the form would be that
of the proverh.  Rome difticulty had

© been cansed by the question whether

the to Greece and

The

fabiles common

“though they made it their own by
clothing it in Greek forms.  More-
over, the fable had wmany traces of
Tastern origin, and they abounded in
Sanskrit literature. They were con-
“gtantly appealed to in India, and were

““incorporated in the sacred canon of

the Buddhists. Formerly doubtful,

“Professor Max Muller had, after con-
- .-seientions  study, become ore and

more. convineed that India was the

ol that originally produced the fable

as we knew it. :
Again, there were in the Old and
New Testaments stories which had

.. been traced to the Buddhist Jataka,

and, indeed, nobody could look at
Buddhism without finding something
-which reminded them of Christianity.
The Professor did not allude to these

* “ things essential to Christianity; he

-spoke rather of the framework.
- Under the disguice of St. Josaphat,

“Buddha himself had been raised to

the rank of = saint in the Roman

© - Qatholic Church, and the Professor
- saw no reason why Buddha should
- _mot retain a place winong saints, not

" gl of whom were more saintly

than lie. - »

" The story of the Judgment of Sol-
“‘omon ocenrred i the Buddhist canon,

‘butin a somewhat different form.  We

i read ‘there of {he man who had' no
+* children by his first wife, but one son
" by his sccond wife.

To console the
first lie gave her -the custody of the
After his death each of -the

- “before Misaka. - .She (hfected them to

try which could pull the child from

- {he other by main force.:

e began to. cyy ong: of the yjomen
‘vould pull né longer, and Misaka- Ney
clared that she was- the - true mpther:
The Professor considered this: story
truer, psychologically, than tlie judg-
ment of Solomon. To look upon the
latter as aetually dating. frony thg time
of Solomon, could hardly commend
itself to Hebrew scholars of the pres:
ent day, :

The parable of "the Prodigal Son
was fgund in the “Buddhist sacred
books.,  So was the story of ‘the man
“who walked upon the water so long as
he had faith in his divinity, and began
to sink when his faith fajled, Such a
coincidence could. riot be get"doivn to
aceident, and it must be remembered
that the: date of the Buddhist parable
was anterior to that told, by St. Luke.

Then tliere was the payable of the
loaves and fishes, . In Buddhels ¢ase
lie had one loaf, and aftey he had: fed
Lis fiye hundred, brethren, as well ‘as
his host and hostess and the people of
a moastery, so mucl bread was left
that it had to be thrown. into a_cave.

If such coincidences between. the
Budahist sacred ‘books and the. Bible
‘could be accounted for by reference to
the tendency of our common humjnity,
let analogous cases be produeed. 1f
they were set down as- merely ae-
cidental, let similar cases be brought
fromn the chapter of dcecidents. -

Max Muller’s own opinion was that
at least they were too numerous and
complex to be attributed to the latter
cause, e had tried to lay the case
before his_hearers like a'judge sum-
ming up for a jury. He would only
ask them to remember that the Bud-
dhist canon in which these coincidences
were found was certainly reduced to
writing in the first century bhefore the
Cliristian era.  All, however, that he
felt strongly was that the case should
not rdmuin undecided. The. evidence
was complete. —Journal Maw-lioﬂhi
Sodiety, v., 4. '

The above, from The Open Court,
is very interesting and instrugtive.
There can be no doubt that the entire
body of the distinctively Catholic sys-
temn of so-ealled Christian doctrines
and ritual observances lad its origin
in two sources, namely, wholesale
forgery and wholesale appropriation
of the doctrines and rituals of older
Paganism and Buddhism.

Torgery injected into the purported
Christian gospels and epistles n vast
amount of matter foreign to truth and
to the true spirit and teachings of the
Christ. It placed words that he never
uttered in the mouth of the Nazarene;
and it has been upon these forgeries
that the distinetive doctrinal system
of Christianity, so-called, has been
based and erccted.

Doctrines abhorrent to the enlight-
ened natural moral seuse of mankind,
concerning (fod. man and human des-
tiny, were foisted, by dark-minded,
designing priests, into the simple and
more truthful accounts of the earlier
and simple-minded disciples of the
Christ, who himself has Leen made,
by these uuscrupulous priestly for-
gers, to give utterance to doctrines
and sentiments that could only have
heen horrowed from the repertoire of
gross DPaganism.  Aud upon these
forged “holy seriptures” the doetrinal
superstructure of the purported or-
thodox Christian Chureh—in all of its
branches and all of its sects—is
formed and founded.

The ridiculous and ub!\n‘d acts and
sayings imputed to Jesus by these
wretched priestly and wonkish forgers
are on n par with the vast brood of
Catholic monkish miracles man-
ufaetured during the Dark Ages. when
priesteraft ruled the minds of men
and fastened upon the world a vile,
unseemly nightmare of superstitions,
not even yet outgrown.

The brave thinkers of  the world.
and those whose moral sense led them
into revolt against these pernicious
monk-made scriptures and doctrines,
have beeu branded as infidels, her-
etics, blasphemers, doomed, to dun-
geon, rnck and stake liere and to end-
less torments of lell Lereafter.  Men
have utterly rejeeted the entire gospel
account, hecause of these base for-
geries, that shocked their moral sense
and contradieted the plain dictates of
reason.

The borrowing of the ritual of the
Buddhist priesthood is a minor matter
in comparison with the base forgeries
pulmed off as heaven-ingpived. If
they had borrowed, also, the prin-
ciples and spirit of ‘Buddha, the world
would have been saved the wars,
slaughters. devastations, persecutions
and countless crimes committed under
the name of Christianity,

The same spirit of deception and
fraud that characterized the founders
of the so-called Catholic Church
characterizes the papacy, its priest-
hood and apologists to-day. It is the
spirit of Jesuitism—deception, {rand,
forgery—anything and any crime that
may further the ends of the church.

The mask of patriotism is worn,
that the church may strike down lib-
erty the more surely; the mask of love
to God is worn, that it may the more
surely enslave the minds of nien and
bind them with the shackles of priest-
craft and churchly superstitions.

X-Rav.

‘Mahomet, the Ulustrious.” By God-
frey Higgins, Esq. {Libravy of Liberal
Classics.) No author was better guali-
fied to writc an impartial and honest
life of Mahomet than Godfrey Higgins,
and thisvolume isintensely interesting..]
It should be read in conjunction with
Gibbon's work. For sale at. this .office.
Price, 25 cents. . ‘ o

_“Social Upbuilding, Including -Co-op-
erative Systems and the Happiness and
Ennoblement of Humanity.!” "By, E, D.

‘the - last part of Human Culture and

this officc.

¢Alediumship and  Ifs bevelopment,
and How to Mesmerize to Assist Davel-
opmént.” By W.H. Bach, " Especially
usefnl to Jearners who seek to know and
atilize the laws of medinmship -and|de-
velopment, and avoid errors.. Price,

Babbitt, LL. D.,’M. D.— Thiscomprises.|

Cure. Paper cover, 15e.  Forsalo at )

- NATURE'S SEGRETS.

They Are Béing' Gradually

Revealeql. :

3 Diaﬂmnds Can Now Be Made,

AT NO DISTANT DAY BREAD AND MEAT
AND ALL THE NECESSARIES OF LIFE
-WILL BE MANUFACTUNED FROM THE
VARIOUS ELEMENTS, .AND HUNGER
AND WANT FOREVER BANISHED FROM
- THE EARTH. ‘ .
Before an - appreciative audience

that completely filled the large lecture-

room of the College of Physicians and

Surgeons; in -"New York, M. Heuri

Moissan, of the ‘Instituic of ' France

and . of - the Academie des: Sciences,

who "is known' thronghout the. world
for: his..chemical investigatiqns with
high temperatuves and “his' researches

JAnto the iiature and applications of the

carbides, - delivered o -lecture last

“Wednesday njght on the: uses. of the

electric furnace de the results ob-

tained by it; agcompanied by some
brilliant.experiments.” ' :

five years, of medium height and slen-
der build, s face is n striking one,
his Dhair and beard are jet ‘black,
streaked with gray, and his smile is
pleasant. He spoke easily and un-
affectedly gin a clear, melodious voice.

FACTORS IN DIAMOND FORMATIONS.

He explained that while the carbon
compounds have been studied with
great care by organic chemists during
the last fifty years, the study of the
different stages throngh which carbon
passes had been comparatively neg-
lected.  In his endeavors to obtain
pure carbon, the ordinary amorphous
-carbon, lumpbiack, containing from
10 to 15 per cent of impurities, he
had found it necessary to use very
high temperatures, and had suecceeded
in obtaining onc form of puré curbon,
graphite. . High temperature alone,
however, would not yicld the crystal-
lized form of . carbon, diamond, lle
set to work to find out the comnposition
of diamonds by reducing some to
ashes. In all, whether they came
from the Cape of Good Hape or from
Brazil, he found iron, save in one very
pure green hard stone from Brazil.
By the study of thé nature of the
ground and of the geological forma-
tion in which Cape dinmonds are
found, he found that -the earth, be-
gides graphite and wmicroscopic din-
monds, always contained granite.
Granite is the product of great press-
ure, and this fact led him to the idea
that diamonds night also be obtained
by pressure. As cast iron increases
in volume in passing from the liquid
to the solid state, he was led to be-
lieve that if an element of carbon were
inclosed in a-globule of cast iron that
was cooling it would be subjeeted to
the requisite pressure.

SIMPLE ELECTRIC FURNACE.

In order to obtain & heatsufliciently
great, and nt the same time he able
to measure it, he devised the simple
form of electric furnace with which
the experiment on Wednesday evening
was. performed. It consists of two
clay bricks, the lower one about
gighteen inches square and a foot
deep, the upper one about six inches
deep. In the lower one is hollowed
out an elliptieal hole to contain the
crucible, while two carbon electrodes
pass from the cavity to the exterior,
where they are connected with the
electrical battery. The upper brick
serves for a cover. M. Moigsan first
sprinkled the cavity with magnesia, in
order to prevent the formation of cal-
cium carbide. He then placed it in
the crucible, into which he had put
some soft iron filings and charconl,
covered it with the top brick and
turned on the current.

In three minutes the indicator
showed a temperature of 2,500 de-
grees Fahrenheit. The clay was boil-
ing before the eves of the audience
when M. Moissan put his hand on the
top bLrick and kept it there to show
that the heat didaot come through.

At the end of ten minutes the pro-
cess was complete. M. Moissan lifted
the top .with his hauds, though its
under side was a whité, hot mass of
flame, and after holding it up for a
while dropped it into some water.

The crucible he took out with tongs
and also dropped into cold water. He
explained that the first time he had
cooled the mass in that way he had
taken every possible precaution, ex-
pecting an explosion, but that, aflter
repeating the process three hundred
times without an accident, he  felt
that the andience was safe.

On breaking the crucible he took
out an ingot the size of a leaden
bullet, and explained the processes by
which the iron would have to be
climinated in order to get at the crys-
tallized carbon. that was probably
within it. The diamond will have no
commercial valae, as the largest he
has succeeded in making is only one
millimeter in diameter.

COLORING METHODS DECIDE FORM,

The form of crystals varies accord-
ing to the method used in cooling,
When, water is used the diamond is
often full of black specks, which
jewelers call crapauds—¢‘pogs”—and
which detract from the value of a
stone. ."M. Moissan was_delighted to
discover these. spots, as they proved
‘to him that “he was following in the
track of nature. o S
' When molten -lead ‘is used fo cool
the ' érucjble - the - erystal takes - the
shape of 2 small rectangular figure,
sometimes with . the" sharp edges
rounded, but when mercury is used
the crystal is a -regular octahedron.
Some of the last, when exposed to the

the diamonds found at the Cape. This
i itional proof.to" M. Moi

cloth, 50-cents; paper; 2 cents,

s an additional -proof Toiséan

M. Moissan is a man of about forty-

“of original and selected hymns, for lib-

air, split, as has happened’ to some of-

THOSE THINGS WE SHOULD FORGET, -

N = U
A Sunday Sgi'mon

S
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“Forjgetting’ those things which

.

by George. H., Hepworth, Editor of the
“New York Herald. -

are behind, and reaching forth unto

those things whigfj are before.” —Philippiuns, iii., 13, , ,
It is just/ns snuch our ‘dut.:v to forget sowe things as it is to remember

others, 1In forg’t%ﬁfuluess alone can the soul find strength to do what the

present demands and to endure what the future may have in store. ’

There are. many things in a man’s life whiel it is a great cothox'tv'tq
forget, which, indeed, he must ‘forget'if le is to ¢:reach forth” with- either
comfort or encouragement; and which he ought to forget if he expects to do |

justice to lis aspiration for. ‘hetter
contains. B :

thonghts and deeds than his past life

If a mai, for example, has at some’ time or other yielded to, temptation,
has repeated of "his wenkness and aeqiired resolution enough to fortify him-
self against a recorrence; he would be very foolish to keep that period-of - his

life in his mind..: The mbre he-thinks of it the more injury Le does to

self-respect, ands wounded self-respect

his
is always-a peril. -

If, 'under & sudden impulse or from: sliéer foolhardiness, you choose to
go thwongh % bog instead of “traveling” on*the’ hard upland, and. if, after
having - accomplished this' foolish feat, you recognize ypur folly and wash
your soiled- boots in the neaiest spring, you *need not constantly reeall your
escapade or Wwiste your time in looking at the boots which yesterday were

muddy..

Thie” experience was possibly useful in its way, but you will never

go through it.again. . Put aside, therefore, the remembrance of it so far us
you can, thenk God you did not sipk in the bog, and push forward with a
light. heart,” - Wheli you repented God forgot your misdeed, and you cap

afford to do the same.

There is no revenge in heaven, and -though certain

marks, indistinet :tracings, may be left on the soul in consequence of evil
doing, they are like the scar on the arm, a very slight disfigurement if the

wound has’ propérly healed.

I do not say that penitence can entirely erase the consequences of grave
.misdeeds, for- the laws of nature will
face that sternest fact in our human lives.

have their way, and we may as well-
But when a man sces that the

conrse he has pursued hasbeen an injury; determines to halt, to right about
face and to march the other way, that attitude of mind reduces consequences

to a minhipum, When God does this,
well forget the things that are behind
to the nobler life before you.

Some people have the bad habit

not by miracle, but by law, you may
in your eager desire to ‘reach forth”

of keeping everything disagreeable in

mind, and the worse hubit of forgetting what has been pleasant and delight-
ful.” If they could do just the contrary their lives would be sweeter and

more productive of good.

There are weeds in everybody's garden, and no

garden was ever planted in which weeds did not insolently present themn-

selves. They come without invitation und without a welcome.

1f you vecog-

nize them s weeds, if you have scuse enough to know that weeds choke
flowers, and if, with a desire to cultivate and protect the flowers, you pull
the feeds up, roots and all, the beauty of the flowers ought to make you
forget that weeds ever grew there, even though they did grow through neg-

ligence on your purt.
Religion, in its highest aspects,
matter,

gives us a very practicgl view of this

St. Paul was wise when he told us to make life happier by for-

getting sowpe things, and what a beautiful world this would be if we could

wholly forget -the . injuries we have
things that have heen done,

received and remember only the kind

How it hardens the heart and takes the sweet-

ness out of life tg dwell on the evil thet has befallen us, either through our

own folly or the selfishness of others!

A sort of despair, or at least of in-

ditference, seitled on the soul when we look only at the under side of our-

selves and of out, péjjrhbors.

We ask ourselves what it is all worth when one

friend has proved{u}se. and that single falsity spoils our lives, just as a drop

of ink will spoil su-glass of water.

Wo forget the water which will quench

our thirst, and remember only the drop of ink, then mingle the two and spoil

everything. v

: A I .
In my judgment this is a very serious watier, and one that calls for om

most carelul attention.
with rogues, becunsetone debtor failed

1 have met men who thought the world was peopled

to meet his obligations er one friend

betrayed their confiflence. They do not generalize from the honesty which

they have 1net ﬁ\,

apundance, but from the dishonesty which is exceptional,

1t would be just asduir to say that it thunders always because you have seen

one flash-of lightning, -

And there are “omen who have wropged themselves by becoming quer-
ulous because of on¢ or two sad experiences, and others who have walked in

shadow beenuse some dear one walks in the light of an immortal life,
is religion for if\it does not make us see things as God sees them?

What
Why

ahould we fix our eyes un one dark cloud when all the rest of the heavens is

in the blaze of sunlight?

If you have had weeds in your garden and have pulled thew up, do not

let your memory dwell on weeds.

If you have not pulled them up, that is a

very different affair, and the more soberly you think of weeds in a Hower-
garden the better. 1f you have had sickness or deatl:, do not think of graves,

but of the house not made with hands.
to remember it.

God has been good, and you do well

If you have been false to yoursel{ and are now faithful,

bury *ithe old man,” and rejoice in “‘the new man.” With heaven to loo«
forward to, with a kindly Providence and a host of angels to keep you lest
you stumble, you should gracefully face the present and cheerfully look to

the futnre.

George H. HErwonrH,

that dimnond is produced under strong
pressure. '

His conclusion is that at the or-
dinary temperatyre carbon does not
liquefy, but changes at once from a
solid into a ges, always taking the
graphite form, and thdt only under
pressure. does it take the *liquid”
form, diamond.

The rest of the lecture was taken
up with a hurried review of the other
products obtained by M. Moissun by
means of the electric furnuee, metallic
chromium, molyhdenum, and tung-
sten. These, with many of the oxides
supposed to be irreducible, which have
yielded to the furnace, he had on the
table in glass jars. He spoke partic-
ularly of the excellent qualities of
molyhdenum steel. R

AGETYLINE GAS]QUICKLY'MADE.

He ran over the properties of the
long list of carbides discovered by
him, and produced acetyline gas be-
fore the audience by putting some
lithium carbide into a high jar of
water, which thereupon bubbled up.
After whieh he touched the gas off
with a mateh, producing a brilliant
flame, 1t smoked so much that after
two minutes the jar gas removed, and’
during the rest of thie evening smoky |
filaments kept falling upon the spee- |
tators. EARY
The last experjmEnt was the vol-
atilizing of silicia, ong of the latest of
M. Moissan’s scientific achievements.
This was done in the electric furnace,
a glass globe pldced- over it catching
the beautiful violet gas as it eseaped.

M. Moissan, hm’ir@ carried out the
mission which broﬁgh_tfhim to America,
attendance at thg Princeton celebra-
tion as the representative of the In-
stitute of France, will sail for home
on Saturday. = 7% <7

The above account is most-astound-
ing. The time .is not far distant, I
hope, when the various necessafies of
life can be manufactured direct from
the elements. If a diamond, why
not bread? The aweetest of all sugars
can be made from coal tar, - -

oo e LUOREBTIS,

,"Cosmiaﬂ HfmnBo’ok.” _A collection

eral and ethical societies, for schools
and the home; compiled by L. K, Wash-
barn. This volume - meets a public
want. It comprises 258 choice selections
of - Eoetpy- and music; embodying the
highest moral. sentiment, and free from

i: "50¢, “ Fo é
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Passed to Spirit-Life.

Born into” higher life, October 19,
1894, st her home in Mecosta, Mich.,
Alima A., daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Hinman, aged 22 ycars. The
parents, one brother and a sister are
left to mourn the loss of their loved one,
but they know their dear one is still
their near one, and that thought tukes
from them the sting of death. The
oung lady wasa general favorite and
oved by all. A stranger to me, yet [
shall not soon forget the sweetness of
that young face as she lay in quiet still-
ress among the flowers brought by ten-
der {riends. The uoble character had
left its impress in every feature, and
showed the rich gains the new life had
for our loss. The services wepe held by
the writer, in Spiritual Temple, in Me-
costa, in preseace of a large concourso
of friends. ANNA L. ROBINSON.

Passed to spirit-life, at the age of 30
years and 5 months, from the result of
injuries received in a runaway in La
Crosse, Wis., Mr. Lewis Riggs, of Leon,
Wis. I have officiated at many funerals,
but none so sad as this. Mr. Riges’ wife
was also seriously injured; unable to
bear her weight on her feet, besides a
broken wrist. Mr. Lewis was never
known to use an unkind word, always
patient, a devoted son, husband aud
father, and a true friend. While his
fanily and Telatives are overcome with
the terrible affliction, yet they are sus-
tained by the truths of ,Spiritualism.
Thus the spirit-world has become en-
riched by the birth into its life of
another trre and Jofty sonl, but we all
koow he isnot a"ar off. but near to his
family and {riends. The funeral was
very largely attendcd, and the writer
offered the consolation that can only be
found in Spiritualism,

: G. H. BROOKS.

“The Priest, the Woman, and'tue
Confessional.” This book, by the well-
known Father Chiniquy, reveals the de-
grading, impure influences and resultsm!
of the Romish confessional, as poved by
the sad experience of many wrecked
lives. - Price, by mail, 81, - For sale at
this office,

“The Woman’s Bible, Partl. The
Pentateuch, Comments on Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deut-
eronomy.” The contrast between the
thoughts of these brave women and the
thoughts of the orthodox world during
all time past, is very striking. Keen
analysis, ripe scholarship and fearless
adherence to the right,- characterize
this very interesting effort of some of
the brightest minds of to-day. Ior-sale
at this office. Price 50 cents.

*Old Testament Stories Comically
Ilystrated.”  Church people are cau-
tioned not to open this book, as its com-
ical pictures, based on Bible texts, tend
to inducg uncontrollable levity, "It is a
book for the freethinker who wishes to

rest from - busy cares, and drive away.}~
‘ = Pri i covers, {

¢

{ Bubblestor
Medals.

- Nl . . ’

. ¢ Dest sarsaparillas,” When you
think of it how coniradictory that
term is, For there can be only one

~ best in anything — one best sarsapa.-

~rillaj as there is one highest moun-
tain, one longest river, one deepest
ocean.  And that bestsarsaparilla is
~——12.4a. There’sthe rub!” You
can measure mountain height - ahd
ocean depth, but how test sarsapa-
rilla? -Youcould if you werg chem-
ists, Butthendoyouneedtotestit?

«'The, World's ¥air Committee tested
it, —ayd thoroughly, #3They went
“behind thelabel on the bottle,” What
did this sarsaparilla test result in?
Lvery make of sarsapaiilla shut ount
of the Fair éxcept Ayer’s, So it
was that Ayer’s was the only sarsapa-
rilla admitted to the World's Fair.
The committee found it the best,
‘They had no room for anything that
was not the best, And as the best,
Ayer's Sarsaparilla received the
medal andawardsdueits merits. Re-
member the word # best ” is a bubble
any breath can blow; but there are
ping to prick such bubbles.. Those
others are blowing more “ best sarsa-
parilla” bubbles since the World's
Tair pricked the old ones. True, but
Ayer's Sarsaparilla has the medal,
fl‘?le pin that scratches the medal
proves it gold, The pin that pricks
the bubble proves it wind, We point
to medals, not bubbles, when we say:
The best sarsaparilla is Ayer's,

VOLUME IL

Of the Encyclopesedia of Death,
and Life in the Spirit-World.

Vol. 1. is now ready for delivery, It
is neatly and substantially bound in
cloth, and printed in the best style of the
printers art, It is furnished on the
same terms that the first volume was.
When remitting a year's subseription
for THr Prouuessivi: THINKER Vol
11. will be sent you for 50 cents. That
is, by remitting $1.50 you will get 't v
PROGRESSIVE THINKER for one ycar
and Vol. 11, of the KEncyclopmdia. By
remitting §2 you will get THE PROGRES-
SIVE I'HINKER one year and Volumes L
and 11. of the Kncyclopadia.

% In ovdering one voiume of tho
Encyclopwedia, always state whether it is
Vol. L. or Vol. 1. that vou want.

BEAR IN MIND.

Vol. 1. of the lncyclopiedia of Death,
bound in paper cover, nicely printed
and substantially stitched, is scnt out as
a preminn on terms stated clsewhere.
It is cailed the PrEMIUM ENCYCLO-
PAEDLA, and is only given away on the
terms mentioned. 20,000 copies are to
be distributed on the tcrins stated, at
great expense to the Editor. Read the
conditions carefully. It is not sent out
in connection with the bLound copies of
the Encyclopwdia. The bound copies
are only sent out in conncction witha
year's subscription, and at prices stated
above. -

HUMAN GULTURE & CURE

MARRIAGE, SEXUAL DEVEL-
OPMENT, AND SOCIAL
UPBUILDING.

BY E. D. BABBITT, M. D., LL. D.

A most excelient and very valnable work, by the
Dean of the College of Fine Forces, and author of
otler important volumes on Ilealth, Social Science,
Religion, etc. .

Price, cloth, 75 cents, For sale at this office,

PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRIT

~ AND —
THE SPIRIT WORLD.

BY HUDSON TUTTLE.

A most ablcand Interesiing presontation of a most
important subjcct. Every Spirituslist and overy in-
qulirer into the proofs aud philosophy of Spiritual-
1em sliou'd have thie excellent book. {u value {s ree-
oguized and ncknowledged all overthe world. Price,
clotly $1. for salc at this ofice.

THE GOSPEL OF BUDDHA,

Acecording to Old Records.
BY DR. PAUL CARUS.

A translation from Japancse, made under the auns,
pices of the Rev. Shaku Soycu, dclegate (o the Par-
Hlament oi_Twcilgions. Was lately poblished In Japan-
Pricesl. For sale at this oflice.

The Molecular Hypothesis
OF NATURE.
BY PROF. W. M. LOCKWOOD,

“The lonly traalise ever offered ¢he reading and
thiuklag public fn the lntercst of modern Spiritual-
{sm; that {8 absolutcly freo from the theorles o1 super
stitlon, aod which
Demnonstrates continuily of life and eus envie-

ronmnent of epirititual influences,

from the data of modern physical apd pbyslologioal

sclence. .

To tbe Spirltualist, an {mpregnable foundation of
scicntifo data and verliled facts, B

To the matcrialiet And skeptic; 8 revolation of the
{uvisibio energles operativo in Nature's formula of
evolution. .

To the ccclesiastic, @ new heaven 8nd a. new-earth.
Alook ta reed, to study and think about, A cous
densed volnme of scicatific informstton for 25 cents.
Address your orders to .

The Progressire Thinkcr,.40 Loomnds. ctrm‘t{

- CHURCH AND STATE.

The Bible {n the Pablic Schoole; the .New “Amere
ican™ Party, By.*Jefferson” Third edition. This
beaut!ful pamphlet of 23 pages s the most thorough
Rreanntnuon of the Church and State guestion that

ns sppeared, PriceWeents. -, . - v -

- LIFE, A NOVEL. .

15 Detma With sdvanced thought, Wad Is farctniiiag.

Experiences of John Brown,
Tho Medtum of tho Rockles, with an introductjonhy.
PROF. J. S. LOVELAND,

“Thia book should be in the heuds of cvery ouo Intet
ested in Splritualism. ¥ tep:

Chapter t, Notorlety; Early Medlumnship. Chaptey
2, Thoe Heavenly Manston,” Chapter 8, Removal to
Callfornia; Return of 1is Gulde. Chuapter 4, Remark:
able Tests. Chapter 5, His Work as u Healer.. Chap
ter§, Leaves the Body.  Chapter 5, Visit to the Spirlt:
Land. Chapter 8, Methods Uscd by Spirits to Commw -
nicate; How to Conduct u Clrele.  Chapter 9, Miscel:
ianepus Articles, Chapter 10, A Straoge Ex(»criencc.
vhapter 1}, Remurkable Manifestat{on of Splrit Pow:
er. Chapter 12, New Experiences—Ilustrative of
Prophetic Vislons. Chapter 18, The Kirst Bresk {o
the Atlantic Cable Blown to Johw' Drown, Chaptes. °
14, Unseen Opposition,  Chapter 14, Ola-podrida.
For sale at this officn.  Heuvy paper cover, price @ .

~ THE UNKHO
esusChrist

™

, —BY-- , :
N1COLAS NOTOVITCH.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH,

Blrice the wiiting of the New Testament no ook has
sppeared of ag greas [mportauce Lo Christianity ue -
o UXENOWN Livx oP Jesve CHRIST. ’

Thig volume, written by the discoverer of the manu-«
script, contains o thrillfug account of tuaa privations -
snd perils encountered in his scarch for &, s literal
translation of the orlgingl manuscript, and lastly &~
critical analyslg of what It contalns, A .

This work contafns 185 ncatly prlionted yeges, andia-
published on the busls of combining chieppiess and
excellence. Price, neatly bound, one deitur. 'eper
cover, price 23 cents, postage 5 cents, o
Address this office, 40 Looinis 8t., Cdeago, I,

LFE IN THO SPAERES,

A Fascinating Work.

The readers of THE PROGRESSIVE TRINKER Will rer -
member the story under the sbove title, by Hudeon
Tuttie, which was publishied {u {te columns, ‘Atthe

time, conatant inquiries were made ae to its nrpenrlug s

in hook forin. This wish has now been gratified.. I -
mukes a volwne of 243 pages, In style end form ke the .
*Convent of the Sacred Meart,” with a fincly-engraved -

Mkeness of the author on the cover., Thescenesof the - -+ i

story alternately sbift from earth to the spirit spheres,
god the philosophy of 8piritualiem, the occupation and
modes of }fe of splriturl Lieinge, are presented in the
pleasing forn of narratfve. .
Tbe following are the chapter-titles: Tntroduction;
The House of the Sage; Home of tho Miser; The Low
Gocteties; Hader; Jhrlstmastide in the épueres ‘of
Light; Christmastide and the Golden Gute; The Un-,
lappy Merrlage; LEaster Day In llenv%;; AVisitto
the Eartb; The Change Celled Death; Comning to the
Kuowiedge of the Light; The Bocfety Agatn-Visits
Earth: The Forsskeu sud Desplsed; Tiscussion; A
Vigit to & Dlstavt Globe; NReunion in the Spirlt-world;
Contentedness )Xot Goodness; Addrossof the Sage. .
1t Is 8 book the Spirituslist will be delighted with; &
book iu which tle {nvesilgator will find answeratp
ever-recurring questiong: & hook which will interest

ONKNOWN L1FE~

L

the church member, nor repel the most prejudiced. -

The price in paper s 60 cente; wusio@l; postpaid,

ovoTHE ce e

World's Sixieen Savinrs'_;fng

~— __OR_ 'vv,
CHRISTIANITY BEFORE CHRIST

BY KERSEY GRAVES,

New and startling revetations in religions history
which disctose the Oriental origin of ull the dootrines, .
q‘rlnmplus precepts and miracles of the Christfan New .

estament, and furnisbing s key for unlocking many
uf {ts sucred mysterles, hesides comprising the Iiss
tory of Sixteen Orfenta! Crucitied Gods. This won- .
derful and exhaustive volhume will, we are certafn, -
take bigh rauk as a bhook of refcrence {n the ficld
which the author has chiosen for {1, The amoupt of
mental lubor necessary to collate and comlllle the -
var{ed {nformation contuined tu 1t must huve been se- .
vere and arduous indeed, and now that {t is in such
convenient shape, thestudent of free ghought will not
witlingly allow]t to go out of print.  But the hook 18
Ly no means & mere collation of views or statistics;
throughout {ts entiro course the nuthor—as willbe - -
ecen by hia title-page und chapter-heads—follows o
definlte line of research and argument 4o the close,

snd his conctuslons go, ke sure arrows to the mark, .

Printed vn fine white paper, 880 pages. New cdition,
revised and corrected, with portrait of auihior. .

Price $1.60, Postage 1¢ cents, For sale at
this office,

THE WOMAN'S BIBLE

PART L THE PENTATEUCH, -

Comments oo Genosls, Exodus, Levitlcus, Numbers -
and Deutcronowny, by

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lillie Devereun
Blalke, Rev. Plhebe Hanaford, Clara Be- -
wick Colby, Ellen Battelle Dietrick,
Mry, Louisa Southworth, Ur-
sula N. Qestefeld, and
Frauces E. Barr,

“In every soul there 48 bound up some truth nnd"'
some error, and each gives to the world of thought -
whal no other one possesses."—Cousin. N

The bright and scholarly comments of thie galax: .
of bright minds are of dcop interest, and throw x-'
strong gud new lHght on tbe Bble teachings relaltng
to woman, Al! should read {1,

Price 50c. For sale at this ofmce, -

THE SPIRITUAL BIRTH, -
OR DEATH AND ITS TO-MORROW., "
The Spirituul Idea of Doatl, Heaven zod Uell.
Mosks HuLL.
[tunlistic Interpretution of many things in the Bible—=
tnterpretations never before given, explaing tue

heavens nod hells betieved {n by Spirttualists. Priee, -
cents.  For snlo at this ofilce. r N

RELIGION OF THE FUTURE.

By .
‘Tbis pampblet besldes glving the Splry-, -

BY S. WEIL. o

Cioth, 31.2%. - < - Paper, 50 cents.

This {8 8 work of great value, written by one :
kclel:leut. most Sy reitron
minds of the day. It s particularly 8 work which .
sbouid be put into the hnmln of those who have freed -
themesclves from the dogma, of orthodoxy and from -
the dogmas of materlnlistic sclence, for It wili:--
strengihicn the convictlon of the free mind tbhat mind
an(l senees are not the whole of fe.

The chopters reveal n new

spiritual research. They show vivid glimpscs of a-~

stupendous moral cosmos that will supersede moral -

confuslon; that only ver!flable tencts can survive, nnd

powerful and tost truly religlous U

method tn psychic and : .

the childhood perfod of faith and faney will Le super. - -

soded by knowledge and facts. Forsale ot this ofice,

r TORKRRY: =

BIBLE MARVEL WORKERS;
4 ND TIE IFONDROUS POWEER
which helped or made tbem perform raighty -
works and utier jospircd words, together wiill somg -~
Personal Tralts and Cheracteristics of Prophets, Apos -
tles, acd Josns, or New Readings of ** Tho Miraclea™ .-
by ALLEN PuTxax. Price 75 cents. For salo st e

BY LOIS WAISBROOKER, '

This admirable work consists of three pamphiets-
embodied in one volume, fu wbich questions of great
linportance to the race are discussed from the stand-:

olnt of an advanced soctal reformer, Price 50 cents,

or sale at this ofiice. .

ROMANISM_AND THE RE:

PUBLIC. '

WORK THAT EVERY LOVER 0O

his country shiould have at hand for consulta °
tion. By Rev. 1saac J. Lansing, M. A. Thisls e mas}
sble work, consisting of a Discuseion of the Burposes,
Assumptions, Principles and Methods ot the Romaj .
Catbollc Hlerarchy. Thc work containd 447 pages, tn
may be consldered s mine of valuable informrtion fo}
cgary patriot tatheland. Price ¢, For eale ot thit
<ffice. T

“EDITH BRAMLEY'S VISION.

A thriiling appeal to all who are intcrested inleorns
fng how the great forces of the Romau Catholls
Church are secking to control all movements per-

wlnlng 10 human progress thot arr io oppoeillonto - .-
0f

their dogmatic religlous teachings, Prlce 15 cepts. .
For sale at this ofice. - B

“THE WATSEKA WONDER” -

To the student of psychlc phenomens, thls pamphlet. .
{3 Intensely foteresting. 1t gives detajied accounts of
two cnees of “double consolonspess” nawmely Mary
Lurancy Veunum, of Watseks, Ill,, 834 Mary Repe -
nolds, of Venango county, Pa. 8alo at this oflice., -
Pricels cents. : S

— ey N
THE AGE OF REASON. -
Dy Thomas Paine. . Delag nn nvestigation of Trug

end Fabulous Thbeology. .A new and complete cdf--.
tion, from new plates and new type; 186 pages, post

gvo, Paper, 25cents; cloth, I8 cents, - N

STANDING UP FOR JESUS, -

Or wast the editor of the Freclhlnker's Magazing
thinks of him. FPrilce, 4 cents;. lwenty-0ve coples foy
50 ‘ -

.. Embriciog Spiritusilsm, past and
M: Peebes, N.-D._ An en
Ao - Price

“SEERS OF THE AGES. .
of thiriening
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