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'EDUCATION OF MEDIUMS. -

The Night Side and the Bright
Side,

Much has been said in favor of the
education of mediums coming before
the pullic in the capacity of teachers,
Little has been offered in opposition,

or cau he; for we all know the value
of - education, unless it be those the

“advice is intended . for—those who

cannot see themselves as others see
them, Yet there are cducaled people
who have nothing else but that—
neither brain nor heart-interest in the
race, other than to secure all possible

‘good to themselves—those upon whose

grammatical ear prates inharmonious
English, whose souls arc never stirred
by the sounds of distress made by the
environment that they themselves
have helped to create by their cold,

_calculating education, gained in col-

leges where they can turn out every

. four years students by the score,

many of whom think they have had a

“¢scall” to preach, Bome have doubted
. that all these calls have been au.
~thentic; their education did not fi

them for their calling, nor years of
experience make up the deficiency.

Mediums are necessarily sensitives,
and are impressed by influences that
they mnst go forth into the world; and
irrespective of education - or any qual-
ifleation but that of mediumship, they
do so—some to & grand work for hu-
manity, some to utter failure. We all
know, who have felt the touch and
pressure from the invisible hosts about
us, that their cry is to reach the peo-
ple, to impress earth’s children with
the truth as they conceive it, that the
means at their disposal does not meet
the demand of the hosts who are seek-
ing to communicate, and these hosts
are like unto those abont us here, of
every degree of spiritual and mental
worth, We know there is a night side
to mediumship that so far has been
largely uncontrolled and little under-
stood. We say like attracts like, but
we all know good people who have
been touched by invisible influences
that did not seem to be, to say the
least, desirable, Some sensitives are
possessed of positiveness enough to
overcome and control the controls,
while others lament the evil, but have
not foree enough to apply the remedy.
Kuowing all these intricate complica-
tions of psychic life as sensed by me-
diums, is it any wonder that we have
updn our platform those displaying
unbalanced conditions, and those in
the audience upholding and calling it
all leaven-sent—when it may be a
combination of heaven and earth, with
a little hell also. The education that
will remove these conditions must be-
gin hundreds of years before the child
is born,

Moses Hull says in THE ProaREsS-
1ve THINKER of February 29th: «Our
greatest trouble is that as the cause
comes to the front, too many try to
pose as teachers who themselves need
to be taught. While we tolernts such
teachers we will have plenty of them,
and the world, taking them as a sam-
ple of our workers, judges Spiritualism
by them. Our speakers must compare
morally, intellectually, spiritually and
educationally with those who fill the
pulpits.”

And do they not so compare, all
things considered? If they do not, it
is time we knew it. Lgss than half a
century has the movement known as
modern Spiritualism been expressed
through mediums in divers ways, all
acted upon differently according to
orgnnism, with no systematized effort,
no schools adapted for the unfoldment
of mediumship.

That we have poor speakers is a
fact, but we have not got them all, for
the Methodists have some, as well as
all other denominations,

That we lhave bad and immoral
speakers and mediums, is only too
true, but if we can believe the ac-
cusations made against {he pulpit by
Bpiritnalists, as well as the daily press
of our land, we know we have not a
moopoly in this direction either.

Mr, Hull says: ¢I wish we had
some means of severing the ‘chaff from
the wheat,” I am willing the ‘tares
and the wheat' shall ‘grow together
until harvest,” but I am sorry the tares
will persist in claiming to be the best
wheat.”

The only means that I can grasp
for the ¢‘severing” would be organiza-
tion so thorough that no speakers
could speak as the spirit moveth any-
where, unless some recognized board
of Spiritualists had examined them
and found them ¢‘morally, intellect-
ually, spiritually and educationally”
up to some standard settled upon by
some such system as that by which
our orthodox friends have spared
thenselves the mortification of un.
educated fools for preachers. But

- they have not always saved themselves

from impurity in the pulpit by their
most careful methods, though the ten-
dency has been to that end. And
when our people get to this part of
theiv investigation they will need their
sixth sense fully developed.

The clergy has education as a sup-
port -and tower of strength, but the

+:isigns” Lave not followed them. T'a <

not this fact hold a lesson forus? it
may be in time the Spiritualists will

_ devise some means to relegate the

troublesome ‘‘tares” to the back-
ground.

Large numbers of representative

- people in our. ranks have ever hurled
“sarcasm at the title of <Rev.,” yet we

now have ¢‘Reverends™ and «Pastors”
1 increasing numbers, having adopted

these terms :for.'the benefits that ac-

arne.  Following the same line of
rensoning, we shall soon have bishops
anil all the rest of -the t‘sops.” -This
s not offered as a thrast at the church,

- for my position- is, and--always has

deen,-as expressed by Lyman C. Howe

in the last ProgBEssivE. THINKER,.

"z.; +The. clergy represent & large

class of thinking people, and carry an
influence on the side of morality and
humanitarianism,” -and ¢we cannot
afford to undervalue a. movemeut
which involves so much of public in-
terest,” and muclkr more worthy our
close thought. The church is a part
of the past, the present and the fu-
ture.. If they have been untrue to
their name, therefore unchristian, we
have been go likewise, therefore un-
spiritual. The only excuse to be made
on our side, that cannot also be made
for them, is that we are still in our
infancy.

Yes, organization will bring order
out of chaos, more ¢‘Reverends’ and
less reverence, perhaps, more of the
letter and the law, less of the spirit
that quickeneth,

Once the writer was the most en-
thusiastic of workers . for organiza-
tion, could see no practical way to
work otherwise. Nor can [ now, but
I have lost ‘faith in the probability of
thorough systematization- along any
lines tried thus far, and without it
Spiritualism will- never  attain greater
distinction than to be the leaven “that
leaveneth the whole lump, The good
emanating from it will be absorbed by
the great humanitarianism everywhere
gaining ground in-the world to-day.

An old Spiritualist, hearing this
remark, said he <‘was not a bit afraid
of it." That's the point; Spiritualists
are not afraid of anything, not even
themselves,  Sometimes we need to
be fearful of results. So many seem
to exude that old, comfortable-
sounding yet selfish saying: ¢I am at
liome, and wish you was"—caring
very littlo to build up their own cause,
yet crylng lustily at any encroach-
ments, letting a few bear the burden,
then complain and condemn, when
you stagger and fall under ‘the load.
In other words, we like a well-fought
battle, providing we are not in it.

There has been a call from a ¢‘Pro-
gressive Thinker"” for the expression
of mediums on their own education,
My own position is this: I have found
mediumship itself to be an education.
My guides have said of our own worl::
It is one of co-operation; we will
help you, guide you on to higher
ground.” When I have complained
at some bitter experience, and ask
why, if they linew the action bringing
the experience to be unwise—also
knowing that I was acting from my
highest concept of right, they did not
save me from the step, the reply has
always been that I might learn and
have the growth that only comes from
individual responsiblity. I believe in
the broadest kind of education for
every soul, but some have more of
that precious gray matter than others,
with better opportunities for cultiva-
tion., TFor myself, I have but little
cducation, which has been & great re-
gret, but [ have all that it has been
possible to attain, counting capacity
and environment. I cannot help the
lack of more brain power, nor the en-
vironments. If this be true of one,
why not of all others, differing in de-
gree only.

The fact is we are all evoluting up-
ward as fast as we are capable, all
things considered. Agitation is the
beginning of wisdom, therefore it is
all right for those with a superabund-
ance of brain matter and fortunate
educational conditions before and after
birth, to stir gently these uneducated
ones, that they may not remasin in ig-
norance. It is all right, yet I hope
their suggestions will only reach those
who are really passing themselves off
for whole wheat, and not some sensi-
tive souls, worthy and trtie, who feel
they, too, have a message to give (yet
doubting their own ability) struggling
with mysterious finite life, trying to
find their own place, their mission,
their relation to other lives, and the
infinite life of which we all form a
part. Errie F1IELD-JOSSELYN.

GOOD WORK IS DONE.

Meetings and Mediums at Bay
_ City, Mich.

We opened- our meetings in Bay
City, Mich., for this season in Qc-
tober, with Frank T. Ripley for the
month, and have had continuous meet-
ings since—two sessions each Sunday.
We had with us for January Mrs.
Celia M. Nickerson, of Buffalo, N. Y.
She is giving splendid satisfaction.
There is a growing interest, with larg
and appreciative audiences. :

We have in our city a very flne
physical medium, recently developed.
This is Mrs. Augusta Lewis, who is
an old resident here. A few weeks
ago she offered to give the Spiritual
Society of this city a test seance for
the benefit of the soclety. We ac-
cepted the kind offer, and fixed the
9th day.of January for the same,
Abhout sixty well-known and influen-
tial citizens made up the company. A
committee was selected to thoroughly
examine the medium and all who
might be confederates. The doors
and windows were all sealed. The
lights being extinguished, in a very
short space of time we heard the ex-
clamation, “I have a flower,” come
from different parts of the two rooms.
There were fifty or more carnations
distributed to the company, and in
some instances the flowers were placed
in the button-hole. A splendid wreath
of smilax was placed around the me-
dium’s neck. It was noticed that the
flowers were as cold as if just brought

in from outdoors, and had the appear- |

ance of being freshly plucked; the
flowers and smilax were bright and
crisp. An old and well-known citi-
zen, who has recently developed clair-
voyant power, said he saw two girls’
(clairvoyantly) bring the flowers. This
seance was given under strict- test
conditions, and everything - was con-
ducted in. an ~honest "and straight-
forward manner, and -was considered
a grand success’ and a wonderful ex-
hibition of spirit-phenomens. . :
‘ " FRANK RossMaN.

et ceimie

WOMAN AND CLERGY.
‘Eva A. Cassell SpeaksiAgain
Concerning Them.:

THIS I8 NOT THE DARK AGE, AND SHE
REFUSES TO BE MUZZLED — THE
CLERGY TOTTERING ON THEIR PUL-
PITS—PRAYING DAILY TO A FALSE
JESUS—THE NATION'S GROWTH RE-
TARDED—IMPUDENCE OF THE OLER-
GY—HAVE GIVEN THE LIE TO GOI-
ENCE AND GEOLOGY — MUST STEP
DOWN AND OUT, '

It seems that my harmless littlg
pleasantries concerning the clergy have
created a furore in many feminine
breasts; but there are some who have
rend the article with interest. I again
acknowledge the receipt of various
letters tendering me the kindest
thoughts of the = writers, all of whom
are strangers to me, ‘An elderly gen-
tleman writes: ¢<I have read Mrs, R.
Andersqi’s article in THE PROGRESS-
1vE THINKER, hitting upon ‘you, and
I think the matter reads more like a
fairy tale, or the idle thought'of a
roaming brain, or it may be a fitting
production for ‘Vanity Fair.,’ Don't
be put down, lhowever, or let your
sense_ of justice be crushed by any-
thing she has written. Go on, and
help turn aside the current of evil
caused by the false teachings of the
clergy.” I will say to this kind friend
that he peed not fear for me, for
truth crushed to the earth shall rise
agnin and demand a hearing,

To the lady herself I extend a
greeting, and will quote from her ar.
ticle: «I have read Eva A. Cassell’s
second upbraiding of our wise and
benignant clergy, and feel called upon
.to come to their rescue at once, She
and the other women who express dis-
respect for the servants of the Most
High, through these columns, must
let the clergy alone or I won't let
them alone, It is not right or womanly
to call a pure-souled preacher like Mr,
Matley hard names,” '

Mrs. Andersqn threatens me, and
says I must let the clergy alone, in
the columns of THE PRoGRESSIVE
Toinger. I question her right to
dictate to the editor matter which shall
be published in his paper. I challenge
Mrs. Anderson’s right to cut off my
free speech; she is infringing on my
inherpnt rights, and is not nearly so
broad and liberal as I am, since I
welcome her to the columns of Tine
Progressive THINKER, and concede
that she has a right to her own po-
gition, as I have the right to mine;
and if we can each advance arguments
to sustain our convictions, we have
the right to. As for her not letting
me alone because I dare to speak my
own opinions, I shall probably go on
in the interests of truth and justice,
and defy her to muzzle me in any
way. Woe are not

LIVING IN THE DARK AGES,
when free speech was strangled and
human reason enslaved, I say that
error and superstition is represented
by many of the clergy to-day, and we
have the proofs of it. I am really
glad that Mrs. Anderson has come to
their rescue, for they are on their last
legs and need bolstering up, and it
will take a great many women to help
lkeep the clergy in the pulpits which
are already tottering beneath them.
As for the wisdom and benignancy of
the ministry, there may be several
opinions ag to how much they possess
in this line. Several of them have
already proved themselves deficient in
wisdom, by preaching to-day an eftete
theology which has darkened the hu-
man brains for a thousand years, and
made man the ignorant slave of priest
and prelate. Had it not becn for the
teachings of the clergy, man to-day
would have been an age ahead in pro-
gress and humanity, and woman her-
gelf would have rigen to the plane she
should long ago have occupied; she
would have worn the crown God and
nature intended, that of inherent pu-
rity, and possessed the reason which
would have been hers had it not been
DWARFED AND CRAMPED BY THE

i CLERGY,

who taught that she was lower than
man in the moral scale; who taught
that she brought sin into the world;
who used her bodily functions as a
stigma to humble her to the dust, and
taught that she was doubly cursed
when bearing a girl-child; who dubbed
her the

CATE OF HELL-AND MAN'S TEMPTER.

Bishop Throgmorton wrote: ¢t
brings the blush of shame to the cheek
of woman even to reflect on her im-
moral nature;”’ and he was a clergy-
man, T say that the ministry have
ever taught falsely concerning my sex,
and they deserve to be censured for
the teachings they are ever giving
forth to the world. They have taught
and are daily upholding a fraudualent
Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Ghost
to the people, and pray daily to a
false Jesus, who probably never ex-
isted, teaching the masses to rely on
the so-called Lord Jesus Clrist for
help, instead" of exerting their own
faculties in warding off the evils of
life. I say that it is pernicious in the
clergy to teach people that Jesus suf-
fered for the sins of humanity, ¢‘Jesus
paid it all,” ete. And I, for one, pro-
test against burdening an innocent
Jesus with

SINS HE NEVER COMMITTED.

These teachings are permicious, 1n-
asmuch as they cause men to commit
gin, if Jesus, instead of they, shall
suffer the .penalty. The principle of-
justice causes me to repel such téach-
ings with horror.. ' '

As for the love and mercy of Jesus.’

that it is not the gospel of Jesus that:
humsnity wants at this time; it is not
the preaching of the clergy that man
wants to-day, but it is the. love and

charity of his brother mad that he

that the clergy prate of ' to-day, I say | -

wants, and notrdhe gospel of a far-
away Jesus, whowan never assist him,
as the clergy falgely clalm. Itis the
false shams ' taught from the pulpit
which have ever trammeled and de-

|eraded man,

It is arrogan¢e and impudence in
the clergy to assume to stand between
man and-deity and  deal out salvation
yearly for princely incomes; to assume
to be teachers 40 the race, and to

and allow the la't‘éér to support them
in luxury. The yace needs no clergy
to- interfere between it and its-God.
Man may stand face to face with his
maker, without™ the aid of the min-
istry, and he shall draw as much
gpiritual pabulum without the inter-
ference of the high-priced preach_t[a:]'}
The time is coming when man sh
say: “Out! Step down, thou

IMPUDENT USURPER OF DIVINITY!
Henceforth I ghall do my own pray-
ing and shoulder my own sing, The
money I have hitherto paid to support
you in idleness shall - be given to the
poor, Away, priest and prelate,”

The evil the ministry have ‘done
shall be felt for years to come, The
nation’s growth has been retarded;
the natural laws of the universe have
been set aside by falge teachings, and
man made incapable of comprehending
the wonderful processes of nature,
which, had his reason been left ftee
to investigate, would have advanced
him an epoch ahead and made him as
a god to walk the earth, The human
mind ceased to expand when the clergy
thundered to the ears of the world
that the earth was made in six days,
out of nothing; that Lot's wife was
turned into a pillar of salt; that
Elijah was taken up bodily into
heaven; that seven she-bears were
made to come outof the wood and
eat the children who called Elisha
¢‘bald-head;” when a Talmage teaches
that Christ was born of a virgin; that
humanity can only be saved through
the blood of the lamb. When he and
other clergymen teach conglomerate
trash which acts as an

EMETIC ON THE

STOMACH
of to-day, itis time to cry halt. I
have too much regard for posterity to
perpetuate the folly by remaining si-
lent. We have outgrown the ministry
and have no ionger a use for them.
If they wish ‘to preach longer, let
them do 8o as g labor of love, without
pay, instead of receiving large saluries
for pretending: to know more about
God than their brothers,

«‘Pure-souled preacher like Mr.
Matley,” says’ Mrs. Anderson! A
man who would deny the blessing of
heaven to even'the'smallest woman of
my sex, cannof possess such a thing
as a pure soul, for it is so blackened
by his prodigious selfishness, and so
narrowed by his ‘conceptions of the
feminine half of th race, that I doubt
if we could discover that he possessed
a soul, even with the aid of a mag-
nifying glass.

As for the womanly part Mrs. An-
derson mentjons, it is not a question
of womanliness, but one of rights and
justice. I protest against having it
even inferred that my sex is not
worthy to enter heaven with man. I
have as good a right to heaven as
man. ’

«Servants of the Most High,” says
Mrs. Anderson! Most High what?
I would like to know; unless it is the
Most High Jehovah,-the Lamb, and
the Ram, and the Nanny-goat (but I
forget that heaven is occupled only by
masculine gods, and thus it could not
be a Nanny, but a Billy-goat), the
Holy Ghost, or other nonsensical
names that the clergy apply to Deity.
They are servants, not of anything
high or elevating, but they are slaves
to the lowest ignorance. The teach-
ings of o

THE CLERCY HAVE GIVEN THE LIE TO

' SCIENCE,
to geology, physiology, chemistry and
to all advanced thought. Such teach-
ings Kave sealed the intellect of our
youth and enslaved their reason. The
clergy teach them that the world was
made in six days, when geology proves
that it takes nature years to change
the face of a rock. The clergy teach
that the sun stood still to let Joshua
complete his victory, when astronomy
proves that it has been ever station-
ary. . The clergy teach that woman
.was evolved from Adam’s rjb, when
physiology proves that no woman
could ever have been born into life
excepting through the ova in the
womb of her mother, Qur students
are taught by chemistry that thunder
and lightning are the products of
atmospheric cutredts, instead of the
manifestations 6f"';god’s anger to the
people. I say %n»
ERROR AND, ¢ JPERSTITION

have been taughtlong enough, and it
is time that we.tench .the clergy to
emerge into the light of-the nineteenth
century. Too long have the natural

ENLIGHTENED

nored; too long*lids -the mental de-
velopment of the'rite been thwarted.
Truth, erushed ¥othe earth, has risen
in this age to défnatfd a hearing. The
errors of the Jank Ages are to be
eliminated. - Justie stands smiling
in our midst to-day; weighing in her
scales the harm and the good done by
the teachings of the ministry, and the
wrong overbalances :the good. Wel-
come in our  1nidst,- oh great and
smiling goddess, Justitia. Thy shadow
falls over the high places of the earth
where truth has been: erushed and free:
‘speech stiangled, and the false money-
:changers are departing in fear. To
thee, ‘avenging Spirit, we..bow our
heads in welcome and-join with thee
for-a noble posterity— -~ . ...
‘A GREATER-UNFOLDMENT.
Priesteraft-is tottering;-for- -no longer:

regime of <goddeses i’ established-in
this Golden Age;- Justitia, and the

Goddess of Liberty—oh, fair Queen,-

4

know more of Gott! than their brothers,

laws governing thétuniverse been ig-’

shall the people be ruled by gods;-the:

who touches the brow of man and
looses the honds imposed by super-
stition—most fair unsealer of the en-
slaved intellect, there {8 peace and
joy iu your presence here; therc is
hope and blessing for posterity; there
is happiness for women, the mother
of the race. Under the magic touch
-ghe shall rise from out depths aud
stand clothed in the purity she derived
from her Creator. Side by side, equal
in all things, shall reign the gods and
goddesses, men and women, who shall
occupy the planet, and together ad-
minister the law and rule in wisdom
and truth, bringing peace and heaven
‘upon earth, making it truly the Gar-
den of KEden, without the clergy and
without the serpent.

o liva A, CaAssELL,

Onset Bay, Mass,

HE WANTS MORE

He Desires $i.000 to Con-
vince E. A. Holbrook.

FOR THAT PRICE HE WILL PRODUVE
GENUINE MATERIALIZATIONS,

To Tue Epitor:—My attention has
been called to a standing offer of $100
by one E. A. Holbrook to any me-
dium who will cause a genuine ma-
terialization in Watertown, N. Y, I
have read his three-column aggressive
article, in which he throws down the
gountlet to materializing mediums at
large, and states that he has also dil-
igently challenged mediums by pri-
vate correspondence, He seems un-
able to account for his failure to get
a medium to come from a distance to
his town for the tempting sum of
$100, on any other theory than that
the mediums are mere pretenders,
Perhaps I can enlighten him some-
what by asking him to consider for a
moment whether a first-class medium,
who is busily engaged, could afford to
drop business for several days and
break engagements for such an in-
ducement as he offers, even to satisfy
¢‘a small coterie of learned and shrewd
minds” in some obscure corner of the
the earth.

Bnt Mr. Holbrook says: ¢“We in-
tended to offer to be geuntlemanly,
courteous and fair. Why theve should
be, touching this great question,
danger-signals around this beautiful
city of 22,000 inbabitants, that the
light cannot come in, I know not.”
Nor do I. I firmly believe that the
angel-world could manifest in the
Stock Yards of Chicago, and would
do so if occasion should require, I
therefore pick up Mr, Holbrook's
gauntlet and make him the following
clear-cut proposition:

I will produce a medium in Water-
town who will give genuine material-
ization, ethercalization, and independ-
ent levitation, under crucial test con-
ditions, for one thousand dollars,

I hope the brother will not be ap-
palled by this sum, and while I far
from approve of making the power of
splrit-return the subject of wager, and
lowering it to the level of sporting
methods, Mr. Holbrook must remem-
ber that these tactlcs are his own.
His offer simply amounts to betting
$100 that no medium can materialize
spirlts in his town. If he has the
couragd and confidence to bet $100,
why not bet $1,000?7 He cannot lose
one sou marque if he knows as much
about the inability of materializers and
thelr fear of Watertown as he appears
to think he does; and if this learned
coterie of his should be convinced by
ocular and other demonstration that
materialization is a fact, would not
such an achievement be worth $1,000?
To give him the incontrovertible proof
I must need bring a medium from a
long distance, which is impossible to
do with $100. There is nothing what-
ever theatrical about my offer; it is
plain, boni-fide and business-like; is
nowise designed for free advertising,
and for that reason the medium's
name will not appear pending the com-
pletion of negotiations. Let Mr. Hol-
brook at once deposit $500 forfeit to
guarantce his readiness to the full
performance of his part, and I will
then immediately forward articles of
agreement for him to sign. Then let
him deposit the remainder of the
money—with, of course, any responsi-
ble person mutually agreed upon.
Within two weeks from the day on
which all of the money shall have
been put up I will appear in Water-
town with the medium, and will sub-
mit to Mr. Holbrook’s own tests, and
in the presence of the most prominent
people of the town, who shall be the
judges. If we fail to produce genuine
materializations, as I have promised,
we will both admit over our own sig-
natures in THE PrRoGRESSIVE THINKEB,
or in any other paper desired, that we
are a brace of frauds and scoundrels,
trying to steal the livery of heaven to
use in the business of hell!

I trust that Mr. Holbrook will sus-
pend writing about his own remarkable
achievements long enough to post his
forfeit. We have had enough of the
color of his ink; now let us see the
color of his money, and until his
money shall have been posted I shall
take no further notice of him, either
publicly or privately. However, Ishall
not in the meantime class the gentle-
man with those wind-smiths who are
forever challenging mediums for ad-
vertising purposes, and ‘dexterously
backing out when they are called
down, ‘I refer to Herrmann, Kellar,
Tyndall and” other blatant ‘mounte-
banks. - I and others have repeatédly
accepted the challenge of  these char-
latans, and all to no purpose. They
-will agree to win or lose, according as

credit .apon - Spiritualism, and daring.
mediums.to meet them on their stages.

‘aloof rather thah be subjected to the

insults’ of a jJeering audience led by

\

it may be to, their. advantage, - They
1go around the country, throwing dis-

Too..often have - the mediums kept-

these calumniators. Not so, however, |

with Slade, Evans, Foster, Allen, and
0. Y. Montague, who fearlessly vol-
unteered to meet them on their own
ground,

A few years ago Steen, the so-called
prestidigitator, was in Denver, flaunt-
ing an utmospheric reward of $1,000
for any Spiritualist who could perform
any phenomenon which he, Steen,
could not duplicate, - No Spiritualist
came forward, and Steen then caused
to be inserted in a daily paper an ar-
ticle stating that a long-haired, wild-
eyed, old Spiritualist had rushed into
the newspaper office and declared that
he would that evening step on Steen’s
stage and vanquish him, The gullible
publig responded hugely, expecting to
see a weird, grotesque combat, and
the house was packed, Bteen, with a
great flourish of trumpets, announced
that he was now ready for the long-
hajred man. There was no response,
and the audience stirred out of its
expectant silence to resentment against
the long-haired levanter and against
Bpiritualism . generally, Steen then
scored the Spiritualists for their im-
pudent pretensions, and with a dra-
matic gesture thundered: ¢<If there is
any Spiritualist present who can make
good the boast of this .old defaulter,
let him speak!”

I arose and said: ¢I will take the
place of this mythical personage, Mr,
Stecn, and the moment that you put
your $1,000 in visible evidence I will
put the medium on the stage,”

Even the monumental nerve of Mr,
Steen was somewhat abashed. He
sajd that he could not produce so
much money on the spot, the gate re-
ceipts of the evening had been hy-
pothecated, but his own financial
standing was well-known, and he
would tender his check for the
amount. Knowing that his paper was
worthless, I insisted upon first seeing
the cash, and the audience backed my
demand. Steen then said that sueh a
contest could be best decided upon
terms agreed on beforehand, and if I
would call on him the next day he
would arrange preliminaries to bring
off the contest as soon as possible.

When I had met him the next day
he said: ‘‘See here, I don't think you
treated me very white last night in
making that disturbance in my show.
You should have come privately to me
beforehand.” _

“Well,” I said, I have conle now
for business,”

“Oh, well, of course you are not a
damned fool,” he replied. ¢You
know, as well as I do, that there is no
such thing as a spirit. I admit that
there is a medium here and there who
has a little work that I'm not ontq. ¥
have had several of these contests,
and won all but onme or two, They
take fine with the public, and there's
good money in 'em. You're out for
the stuff, same as I am, and what's
the matter with having a contest some
night next week, so we can have it
well advertised in advance. T'll give
you 40 per cent of the gate receipts
me to win; or I'll take 85 per cent and
let you win, and that would be a great
advertisement for your medium."”

I exposed Mr. Steen and his meth-
ods.

In conclusion, I will again say that
now is the opportunity for Brother
Holbrook, whoever e is, I will take
no notice of private letters or news-
paper articles until his forfeit ma-
terinlizes. Let him act at once, or
else let his pen be forever afterward
dry. L. H. Burke.

New York.

CINCINNATI ITEMS.

Mrs. Lillle Suffering from Nervous
Prostration—Marguerite
St. Omer’s Work.

To THE EDITOR:—‘‘Great is the mys-
tery of (Spiritualism) godliness,” and so
seem the hunters after the phenomena
of Spiritualism, in this so-called Queen
City, but it would be encroaching too
much on your valuable space to give you
a full and detailed account of all the do-
ings of the different societies and medi-
vms, and the various plots and plans for
the so-called exposing of fraud or sem-
blance thercof. The philosophy without
the phenomena falls flat, and cannot
hold or command audiences. Mrs. Lillie
is suffering from nervous prostration,
and leaves here for her home in New
York.

Marguerite St. Omer, who has sev-
ered her connection with the Progres-
sive Soclety, is conducting services in
the new Odd Fellows’ Temple, so long
hald by Mrs. Lillie.

Miss St. Omer would not be anything
if not practical, and so she deals with
spiritual subjects, hence her popularity,
for Spiritualism is a practical religion.
Cincinnati may well feel proud that Miss
St. Omer bas taken up he
here; too much cannot be
of her practical discourses, X
chometric readings of sealed letiiys,
etc. Iheard Ler read one last evenlig
in which she said:

“This letter contains naturalization
papers of one who has been in Spirit-life
about eighteen years. You are seeking
advice about that property in Germany.
You also want information about your
mother, who is sick.”

The lady said all was correct, and that
she had’ previously been told by Mlss
Omer to write to Hamburg, Germany,
about some property, which she did and
got an answer “back that property
there awaited claiming, and the natur-
alization ‘papers was a connécting link
towards gctting the property. Her
tests of the prools of an immortality by
spirit retirn and messages are very con-
vincing, as she is a comparative
stranger, which leaves no room for the
croaker to say who told her, whichI
know is the case with many of the so-
called tests. Many who were leading
lives of dissipation here have been led
to start onthe road of purity to a higher
standard of manhood, and the true road

.to spiritual .progression, through her

ministrations here. .~ LEVI JONES.
*~ “The Molecular  Hypothesis of. Na~
ture,” By Prof. W. M. Lockwood.
Prof. Lockwood is recognized as one of
the ablest lecturerson the spiritual ros-

trum. -In this little volume he presents
“an succinct form the substance of his lao- |
-tures- on the Molecular Hypothesis of

Nature; and presents his views as dem-:
onstrating a scientific basis of Spiritual-
ism. The book is commended to all who

love to study and think, Forsaleat thi-'
office, i

‘Priceicenta, '

Of the Encyclopzedia .of Dea.th_,
and Life in the Spirlt-Worid,

Vol. II. is now ready for delivery, - I
is neatly and substantially bound in
cloth, and printed in the best style of the
printers art, It is furnished on 'the::
same terms that the first- volume was,
When remitting a year's subscriptio
for THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER Vo
II, will be sent you for 50 cents. -Tha
is, by remitting $1.60 you will get 1BH :
PROGRESSIVE THINKER for one year:.
and Vol, II, of the Encyclopedia., B
remitting #2 you will get THE PROGRE%,-
SIVE THINKER one year and Volumes §,.
and IL of the Encyclop=dia. = .~ "~ -

{®" In ovdering one volume of the -
Encyclopzdia, always state whether it i3
Vol. L. or Vol, If, that you want, i

BEAR IN MIND. .

Vol. 1. of the Encyclopzdia of- De&’tt% :

bound in paper cover, nicely printed '
and substantially stitched, is sent out ad ..
a premium on- terms stated elsewhere,. -
It is cailed the PREMIUM ENOYCLOw :
PZDIA, and is only 0given away on thy
terms mentioned. 10,000 copies are tg: .
be distributed on the terms stated, af :*
great expense to the Editor, Read th. :
conditions carefully., It is not sent ou
in connection with the bound copies of
the Encyclopadia. The bound copleg.
are only sent out in connection with'a - .
year's subscription, and at prices stated .-
above. o
(=¥~ Bear in mind, that in order to ge®y.:
the Encyclopwedia of Death, and Life ify
the Spirit-World, Vol. L., bound in pas
per, free, you must get a new subscribey.
to join with you. It would bankrup

our present subscribers this 400-pagg -
book frce without any recompense whatd .
ever.

book, each of our present subscriberd
must send a new subscriber, which pars
tially aids us in bearing the burde
The new subscriber will also be entitled " :
to the book. See full terms elsewhere, -

Unparalleled Offer.

To send forth free a 400 page bool{',‘
which has received the commendation

thing unparalleled. We are now absos
lutely giving away Vol. L. of The Enocje

Spirit-world, to each of our present subs
scribers, and those who may hereaftey-

ER See conditions in another colummns

If the halir has been made to grow a
natural color on bald heads in thous

newer, why will it not io your case?

“Science of the Soul.” Bv L. & -
Sherman. The price of the cloths:
bound edition of this very interesting -
book has been reduced to 81. 5 ;
bound, 60 cents. Ior sale at this otfica

“Relhgious and Theological Worksof - -
Thomas Paine.” Contains his celebrated -

ters and discourses on religious and thee "

pages.

‘‘Angel Whlﬂperln%;
After Truth.” By Hattie J. Ray,
moral and spiritual tone that all will b
pleased and benefited by it, For sale
this oftice. Price 81

‘‘Human Culture and Cure. Marrig,
Sexual Development, and Soclal é? )
building.” By E. D. Babbitt, M, D,,
LL.D. A most excellent and very valus
able work, by the Dean of the Collegs of
IFine Forces, and author of other ims
portant volumes on Hoalth, Soclal 8¢
ence, Religion, etc. Price, cloth, 166, -
For sale at this oflice. L
“Social Upbuilding, Including Co-ope
erative Systems and the Happiness ang
Ennoblement of Humanity.” By. E. D
Babbitt, LL. D.,, M. D.  This comprise
the last part of Human Culture an’%
Cure. Paper cover, ldc.
this office. S
“Voltaire's Romances,” translated
from the French. With numerous il«
lustrations. These lighter works of the
brilliant Frenchman, and invincible ena

emy of the Catholic Church, are worth_%.

For sale &

of wide reading. Wit, philosophy and:
romance are combined, with the sltill of.
a master mind. Price 81.50, For salg.
at this office. L
“0ld Testament Stories Comically-
Tllustrated.” Church people are cat
tioned not to open this book, as its coniy
ical pictures, based on Bible texts, tend -
to induce uncontrollable levity. It is 8
book for the freethinker who wishes
rest from busy cares, and drive away
ennui. Price, in strong board covers,
81! cloth 81.50. For sale at this office," .
“Mahomet, the Illustrious.” By Gody
frey Higgins, Esq. (Library of Liberag-
Classics.) No author was better qual
fied to write an impartial and hones)

life of Mahomet than Godfrey Higg\:i
iy,

and this volume is intensely interestin,
Tt should be read in conf‘l'mction W,

Gibbon’s work. For sale at this
Price, 25 cents. :

““Talleyrand’s Letter to the Pope" wil}.
be found especially interesting to
who would desire to make a study<
Romanism and the Bible. The histor

officH

“The Gosg)el of Buddha, According
Old Records,” Told by Paul Caru
This book is heartily commended to stud:
dents of the science of religions, and tq
all who would gain a fair conception f
Buddhism in its spirit and living prlnc%:
ples. Spiritualist or Christian can.
scarcely read it without spiritual profit,
Price 31. For sale at this office.” .~ . -
*The Occult Forces of Sex.” By Lois. -
Waisbrooker. Three pamphlets arc ems .

.| bodied in this volume, in which quests

‘jons of great importance to the race are
discussed from the-standpoint of an
vanced social reformer, Price §0c. -

OTHING will so enlighten . a ¢o
munity as to have several copies
THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER

there. -Try and get up & club, and

will not on:}{vl_hnve the bemnefit of .
paper, but wili recsive the Encyclo

d fli)oath, and Life in the Spirit-Wor
ee terms onsecond page. . “i
. e VR S

any paper on this earth to give each of ..

In order to be entitled to thg .

of leading minds everywhere, is somes - -

clopwedia of Death, and Life in theq . =

subscribe for THE PROGRESSIVE THINEx- ' -

sands of cases, by using Hall's Hair Res "

Papep .

“Age of Reason,” and a number of lets =

ological subjects. Cloth binding, 430 - -
Price $1. For sale at this office, . :

for the Searchey i

volume of genuine poems, of such fing
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GENERAL SURVEY

“Bear in mind, pleass, that we cannot
ublish weekly reports. of meetings,
enever g change is ‘made in speak-

or anything of special intevest, send |

‘188 brief itewn, please. . A great deal
tan be expressed in a dozen lines; but
-long reports will not be used. Meetings
are of local interest only. We extend a
“cordlal invitation to all speakers to send
in. their appointments "to lecture, and
_genoral movements, which will be reah
by at least 40,000, We go to press early
l\fondny morning, and items must reacd
‘us.as early as Iriday or Saturday in
.o rder to have immediute insertion
" “W. H. Bach writes: ‘‘Please say to the
-people that I already have calls from-
three times as many places as I can pos-
3ibly visit in the threce months atmy
disposal for that purppse, I will ar-
range to visit as many places as I can,
50 will not be able to make very long
stops, I-will leave Aberdeen March 30,
semain in St. Puul & few days, then go
Lo points in  Wisconsin, and will reach
Chicago about the middle of A%ril.
Trom there I will go to Benton Harbor,
Micl:, Dowagiae, Mich, -Elkhart, and
other points in 1ndiana; then through to
several points in Ohio, and further east,”
- JUT. 8. writes from Lockport, N, Y.:
#*The United Progressive Club has had
orits speakersince Marchl,and will have
the rest of the month, Oscar A, Edgerly,
< pne of the most logical speakers we have
" ever had with us. IIe deals some terri-
_-ble blows to that old sailless, rudderless
- ship of orthodoxy, which is floundering
“among “the great rocks of ignorance
* which the shallow water of their super-
-stition fail to cover. His tests are far
~above the average, all so far haviug
been yecognized.” .
#:Muvs, 8. C. Scovell was in the city last
- :week. She is now engaged in Elgin,
I1;, and is doing a most excellent work
.~there as lecturer. She never falls in
building. up the cause where employed.
Secretary writes: ‘“The Spiritualistic
- Church of the Students of Nature have
- beensuccessful in their study, and have
a ‘full house cvery Sunday evening.
" The lectures are delivered by the pastor
of the church, Mrs. M. Summers. Tests
. given from the rostrum by Mrs. Hanson
which are all recognized.” 1
~Mrs, E. N. Warne of this city, writes:
. 9 went to Royal Center, Indiana, March
11, to speak over the remains of our

"+ arisen brother, Eli Walters, The {riends
. .- came in eight miles through the storm
- - and over bad roads, to be refused ad-
" mittance to both Methodist und Baptist

.~ churches for funeral service, although
. Mr. Walters helped build both edifices,

. and had lived an upright, honored life

in that county for over forty years. We

... went to the town hall, where many lis-

~ tened for the first time to the truths of
our philosophy. Soldier brothers joined
usat Star City, and amidst the tears of
“honest patriotisin and true affection,
-words of adieu wcre accorded the de-
. ceased, The widow, Mrs. Elizabeth
- Walters, lives in Logansport, and is a
staunch supporter of our faith, In-
“tensely cold and bitter as were the ele-
“ments, they seemed kind compared to
.. the prejudice that fenced our orthodox
~ nelgbors: eo, without church-knell or
~prissteraft the rites of burial were per-
. formed. - When we returned to the vil-
lage. Michael Frushour, who owns the
hall where scrvices were held, came and
- offered his place free for a course of lec-
tures, and all around were such expres-
" pions as these heard: ‘1f that ig Spiritual-
-~ jsm, T.want more of it." Mr. J. H. Beck-
 ley and others olfered to sustain meet-
_ings in the near future, if I would re-
" furn: so you sec our cause grows by op-
- position. Dr, Buck and wife accompa-
“-pied us from Star City and rendered val-
- ugble service in singing, the Doctor
_presiding.”
. Suciety of Spiritual Research of New
"York. 'Tuesday evenings at eight
‘o'clock, Carnegie Hall, 7th avenue and
-.B7th street. Seymour Van Broeklin,
. .chairman.
.. Mrs. W. Scott writes from Pittsburg,
. Pa.: **The last night Evangelist Tucker
. ‘'wasat the Walton M. E. éhurch, hold-
ing a great revival, he thought it would
~.be a good chance to run down the Spir-
tualists, 80 his sermon for the ovening
was on Spiritualism. He said it was the
work of the Devil and all the mediums
were servants of his Satanio Majesty;
* that Satan was loose and roaming the
. earth; that was why so many people went
©'to the spiritual church; they were In-
: fluenced by the demon to follow him,
- and he said pcople would rather listen
- t0 him than listen to Jesus for there were
move Lo follow after him than after the
- " blessed Lamb who shed his blood for us.
: {:Ie talked terribly about Spiritualism.
sLam very well acyuainted with a good
.. many of the members of the congrega-
- tion who hold circles at their own hotnes
~-pnd who get grand manifestations of
. -gpirit power, and who heard him run it
~.down. A prominent lady member who
" 1is investigating Spiritualism was ready
~:to.get up and contradict him; she was so
* disgusted she walked out and has not
“ 'been there since.”
U7 Sceretary Rosenstein writes from
Marshalltown, lowa: “Qur society is
--prowing and our atlendance is good.
-Last Sunday our hall was well filled, and
we weore highly entertained. Mrs. Anna
H. Shaft gave us several lectures, which
were duly appreciated by the audience.
As a'lecturer and test medium she can
ive gencral satisfaction. She will be
1n Towa for some time yet.”
" Mrs. Celia Hughes, trumpet, trance
and platform medium, hoids trumpet
.circles, Monday, Wednesday and Friday
~evenings at 2517 Michigan avenue, Chi-
“redgo. |
¥ %Medium? writes from Rookford,
.Mich.: *Our quarterly meeting, held
-»1ast Saturday and Sunday, was a prand
-"guceess,-for 1t was both a feast of reason
and aflow of soul. Mr. Smith, a trance
. medium, of Fruitport, Mrs. M. E. Hen-
.- derson, an excelient test medium, of
~ Grand Rapids, and Mr. Charles Howell,
-+ ‘an inspirational speaker, also of Grand
" Rapids, were with us on Sunday., Mr.
. Smith was with us on Saturday also and
did good work at our Saturday meocting.
:-In the forcnoon of Sunday we had a con-
: “ference meeting and Mr, Smith. under
control, and Mr. Howell, inspiration-
ally, answered many questions {rom the
‘gudience, and Mrs. Henderson gave
" tests. . In the afternoon the hall was full
‘and after a fine programme of literary
_.exereiscs, com%risin s0Ngs, recitatiops
and rcadings, Mr. Howell gave a dis-
‘eourse for an hour on the subject, ‘Pun-
‘Ishment.’ 1t was grand,logical and elo-
uent. Then Mr. Smith, under control,
ollowed with a ten minutes' talk along
‘the line of argument used by Mr. How-
‘el]; which was excellent.- Mr. Howell
ok the broad ground, &nd with logic
nd reason proved that no person in ex-
tence, of wgatever name, color or con-
dition—be he God, man or devil—has
he right in any manner, or for any of-
fense, to punish another person; that if
person commit evil it is indicative of
gome environment causing s lack ol de-
.yelopment of his or her spirit, and needs
“the power of love to bring him or her to

 higher condition where the expression,
, good. - That . ehould  be done in-

mple of fruth where truth alone is

‘taught and love expressed instead of the
abominable .prisons: now . used for re-
straint, where hatred ' only is shown.
Following this Mrs, Henderson gave
splendid tests from the platform that
were many and all recognized.” Mrs,
Henderson is-a .youpg medium, cow-
mencing her first platform work heve at.
our meeting a month ago; but she did
most excellent work and - gives promise
of becoming one of the best platform
test mediums in the land,” =~ - -
Mr, Grumbine writes: ‘‘Special serv-
ices will be held at the A. O, U. W, hall,
448 Wabasha street, St. Paul, Minn.,
Sunday, March 29, in commemoratlon
of the anniversary of modern Spiritual-
ism, A special and elaborate inspira-
tional and musical programme has been
repared. I'he speakers who have been

‘invited are Mrs, ILeper, Mrs. Braun,

Mrs. Prudens, Mrs, Aspinwall, Mus.
Lowell, Mrs. Tryant, Mrs, Wetherford,
Mvrs. Haskins, Walter Howell and Rev.
J. C. F. Grumbine, Mr, Howell will
speek at 3 p. m, and Mr, Grumbine will
spenk at8 p. m. 1tisto be hoped: that
out-of-town Spiritualists - will join in
these services and make the day one
long to be remembered ‘in the. great
Northwest. Dinuer and supper-will be
served at the hall for 25 cents, and it will
be a delectable affair.” - .

E. H, C. writes from . Owosso, Mich.:
“The “friends of Mrs. A E, Shests, of
Grand Ledge, will be pleased to learn
of -the ‘great success her efforts are
meeting with in Owosso. The First Spir-
itual Society secured her for the fall and
winter months for Sunday work. -Her
lectures have drawn into the 'meetings
many who have never been interested
before—a class of intelligent people that
would be a credit to any gathering.
This has been brought about mainly by
Mrs, Sheets’ brave, outspoken appeals
for a higher standard of* morals, based
on an intclligent understanding of the
spiritual philosophy. Many of the sub-
jects are handled in a way that shows

er guides to be deeply versed in sci-
ence, and as expluined by them sciec-
tific facts prove the claims of Spiritual-
ism. Among thesubjects, '‘Hypnotic In-
fiucnces; the Danger as Well as the Im-
portance of the Same to the Work,' re-
ceived attention. Two Sundays were
given to the bill for God-in-the-Consti-
tution, and Sunday-law for the District
of Columbia. Many names were thus
secured remonstrating against the bill,
She also reorganized and conducts the
lyceum, which is in a Hourisbing cond}-
tion. The outlook for the soociety is
very good.”

Mrs. I, C. Brown, secretary, writes:
“The Wyoming Valley I’sychic Societf',
Wilkes Barre, Pa., is moving on slowly
but surely. The members are holding
their private meetings, seeking to learn
more of the forces and laws of nature.
We have had a very instructive course
of lectures on astronomy and geology,by
our president, Mr. J. R, Perry., We
hore he will favor us with another
oou 8:.00n.- We are now enjoying the
prnlege of listening to Mrs. Nickerson,
of Buffalo, N. Y., who is a gifted trance
speaker. Her invocations and instruct-
ive sermons are enjoyed by large and
intelligent audiences,”

P. C. Mills writes from Summerland
Cal.: “Please state in your paper that i
am in California, and will make engage-
ments to speak anywhere in this State
or Oregon, on reasonable terms durin%
this month, and April and May.
have been speaking liere at Summer-
land every alternate Suuday since Feb-
ruary 2. T have had the pleasure of list-
ening to the grand and cloquent lec-
tures by brother Bishop A. Bealson the
otlier alteruate Sunday. It is a great
leasure to me to listen to that veteran.
n the cause. My address at present is
Summerland, Cal.”
A subsceriber writes from Clinton,
Towa: “The meeting of the First Pro-
ressive Spiritualist Society, last even-
ing, notwithstanding many obstructions
wore thrown in the way with the inten-
tion of preventing our holdin% it, was a
large and enthusiastic one. Our young
and eloguent trance speaker, B. L. Es-
kelson, gave one of the finest and most
ractical addresses it has been my good
ortune to hear for a long time, compar-
ing the teachings of the man Jesus with
those of modern Spiritualism; and clos-
ing his zrand effort by saying neither
was new, but had been taught since
man had an existence. At the close of
the lecture Dr. Phillips gave psycho-
metric readings in his peculiar man-
ner, stating positively what he saw and
felt for those he read, which was ac-
kuowledged correct in every imstance.
Mr. kskelson was then controlled by
Half Moon, a Black Hawk chief, and
dceseribed spirits, which were correctly
iven. Dr, Phillips then sang James
3. Clark's beautiful song, entitled, ‘The
Isles of the Bye-and-Bye,’ and the meet-
ing was dismissed with the best of psy-
chic feeling.” -

S. Gardner writes: *I will venture &
fow thoughts on obsession. We all feel
like aiding our afflicted brother. He
says the sgirit was not drawn to him
from any departure from upright life:
also that he is an old man, and that the
advantage is taken in sleep. Now, is it
not possible that the aches and pains of
which he complains are the result of
vhysical difficulty incident to old age?
i, too, am an old man: was once quite
active. Now if 1 stub my toe doWwn I
go. 1 have taken little medicine, but
now I have to aid nature by taking a
tonic. Like our brother I suffer most
nights, but have no thought of its being
the work of spirits. On the contrary it
secms as if they were trying to aid me.
1 believe there are cases of obsession,
and as firmly believe that if the truth
could be got at, that nincty-nine cases
out of one hundred would he found to be
from other causes. When I was a boy it
was charged to the Devil; now the ten-
dency seems to be to lay every physical
ailment to the spirits. I remember
when quite young that a minister ven-
tured the idea that indigestion might
have something to do in some cases, and
not all of the Devil. It seems to me
we are running wild with obsession, and
we had better call & halt.”

Secretary writes from Battle Creek,
Mich.: “Dr. M. F. Hammond, a fine in-
spirational speaker, has -been serving
the First Society of Spiritualists all this
month, and has given three lectures, be-
sides many tests, which were very in-
structive ag well as entertaining. To
those who did not hear him we would
say, you missed arare treat. He will be
with us the two remaining Sundays of
this month, and to societies desirmga
first-class laecturer, we say secure his
services at once.”

Secretary writes from Bay City, Mich.:
‘‘We have lately closed & very success-
ful month's work, with Dr. Charles A.
Andrus of Grand Rapids, Mich., as
spoaker, The Doctor is a foreible speak-
er, and handles his subjecta without

loves, and much can be learned from
Eis discourses. He ranks among the
first speakers on the spiritual rostrum.
This was his second engagement with
us since we began our work, last Octo-
ber, and also the second engagement
with the Ionla society, where the Doo-
tor_lectures durin |
well for camp-meetings In need of a leo-
turer t0 make an esrly date with him,
for his work is well done under all cir-
cumstances. Qur gociety is in a pros-

erous condition, due to many of our
ady workers. Mrs. Ferris, a member
ttXle soclety, 18 one ¢f the best medi-
ums in the Biate.. Bhe gave a flowe
geance to abont s&ty repns,.some. tim
ago, for the benedt

oity,

March. It would be-

i $he socletpy Al

ter having. & committee segrob: the.

double parlors and “the guests, and the
.mmedium also, and seourlng the doors—
all persons being .satisfled- that every-
thing was well done—the seance began,
and in less than half ar hour flowers of
various kinds were brought to -many
guests, and the medlum was covered
with flowers and smilax. This was the
talk-and wonder for wmany. weeks, and
created much enthusiasm for our cause.”

Mrs, Cora L.V, Richmond was called,
on Tuesday,the 17th,to attend the serv-
ices on' the occasion of the passing to
bigher life of Carl, ton of Major M. and
Mrs, Jackson, of Milwaukee, Wis. The
lad had been pursuing his studies pre-
aratory to entering the High School,
last fall, when he was stricken with the
illness that finally resulted in his sepa~
ration from his mortal body. He suf-
fered much during the weeks preceding
his transition, and although the heart-
pang was great at parting with this
f'.oun life, the parents were almost re-
leved to see him released from suffer-
ing, There was greaf. strength given
them to bear up under this haman sor-
row, in the knowledge that Spiritualism
ever brings, Mps. Richmond retuirned
on Tuesduy»eveningf, in time to com-
mence the series of lectures to be given
on five consecutive Tuesday evenings at
the residence of Mr. and Mrs, Biddison,
cor, G5th and Myrtle avenue, in this

The following splendid. endorsement
comes from the Philadelphia Spiritualist
Society: ‘‘The scientific .lectures and
demonstrations of the ‘Molecular and

 Spiritual Principles of Nature,’ before

our soclety by Prof. W, M. Lockwood of
Chiecago, have awakened the Spiritual-
ists of onr ¢ity toa greater realization of
the fact that a future existence can be
logically and scientifically demonstrated
when properly presented.. .The largest
audiences that we have ever had have
crowded our hall, the Handel & Hayden,
and the consecutive attendance of intel-
lectual and thinking people that have
been attragted to these lectures, assures
us that Spiritualism will meet with
greater approval and success in the field
of sclentitic verification, than in any
other. We are of the opinion thatin
this respect Prof. Lockwood’s lectures
fnlly meet the requirements of the hour
and are the ablest presentation of the
truths of Spiritualism that have ever
been given to our cause and society.—
Thomas M. Locke, president, Charles
L. G. Fraser, secretary.”

A subscriber writes; ‘““The meetings
at North Side Masonle Temple, 617
Clark street, are increasing in numbers
and interest. Several mediums take
part in the afternoon by giving tests or

-speaking as they may feel impressed.

he singing is a8 good or better than at
any similar meeting in Chicago. The
speaking and tests by Mr. and Mrs.
Perkins Is enjoyed by all, and altogether
it is & most wortgy enterprise, and
should receive the support of everyone
who habitualy frequent Spiritualist
meetings. The hours of these services
are Sundays, 2:30 and 7:30 p, m. Week-
day circles. Monday and Friday even-
ings, and daily consultation at 480 West
Madison street.”

D. R. Higbie, M. D., & prominent
physician, writes: “Your paper is a
treasury of spiritual knowledge. It is
well nigh an encyclopadia. Some of
the best minds of this nineteenth cen-
tury, their heads covered with the frosts
of many winters in the pursuit of sci-
ence freely and invitingly spread before
your large audience of forty thousand
readers, Through some, and perhaps I
should sa.{) many minds, there streams
upon us the golden spiritual light of the
spheres of love and wisdom to cheer the
wretched, hungry, starving poor, sur-
rounded i)y hard times and sounds of
wars and rumors of wars telling us that
‘over there’ is & land of pure delight
where everlasting spring abides and
never fuding flowers.”

Reporter writesfrom Lawrence,Mass.:
*“The meetings of the First Spiritual As-
sociation were well attended on the 15th
inst. by an unusually large number of
earnest seekers for the truth, A short
instructive lecture by Dr. Hatch was fol-
lowed by wonderfully correct readings
biy Mra. A. Hatch, of Boston, whose
clear and concise statements were in ev-
ery case acknowledged by the owners of
the articles. This lady's time should be
fully taken tor this work. Later we
learn the same medium held a seance
for materialization at & private residence
where such undoubted proof was given
that entire satisfaction was the result,
and other engageiments were made in
consequence, Letthis good work con-
tinue. “There is a large field open for
genuine manifestations.

E. J. Bowtell spoke for the spiritual
society at Yonkers, N, Y., March 20;
“Spread the Light" society, Single Tax
Haﬁl, 1188 Bedford avenue, Brooklyn,
N. Y., March 22. His anniversary en-
gagements are: March 28 and 24, Sin-
gle Tax Hall, March 30, 484 Lafayette
avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.; April 1, Asso-
oiation for Psychical Development, 27 E,
218t street, New York City, where he
also speaks March 25. At liberty for
camp-meetings and season of '96-7. Pres-
ent address, 484 Lafayette avouue,
Brooklyn, N, Y,

Late News From the Polk County
Jail, Neb. ’

To THE EDITOR:—I am still confined
in the Polk county (Neb,) jail. I have
been confined to my bed the pastsix
days from catching cold from being
locked in a cell where thers had been
no fire the past two months. I now have
a better place in the jail building. The
sheriff, who has charge of the jail,found
I had taken to mfv bed on account of
sickness and provided me with different
quarters—a room which is set aside for
insane patients. - However, I feel that I
am still in my right mind yet. I was
about to be released to-day on account
of my disabiiity by the county attorne
and county physician as they deemed it
injurious to my health to remain longer
as a prisoner, but one of the doctors
from Stromsburg who first had me ar-
rested, appeared promptly, as I have
learned to take me before the Board of
Insanity to try and send me to the insane
35{71um. He 18 a Catholic.

erily the Devil must surely be mak-
ing his home in Polk County, Neb., at
thepresent time. T have engagements
at other towns in the State but am una-
bla to fill them on account of being
locked up here; so it is plain to be seen
I.am unable to earn a dollar while here.
I will probably be here until April 6th.
My fine, now 350 and costs; total about

$76, and I am allowed 83 per day for ly-1

ing in jail. I hope the friends will send
what they can to Mrs, George and my
children, while I am being persecuted
in the manuer that I am. When writing
to Mrs. George, address her as‘follows;
Mrs, P.8. George, 340 South 20th street,
Lincoln, Neb. When released from jai
I will write a full account of my case.
March 19, .DR. P. 8. GEORGE.

 The P. S.”George collection at Mr.
and Mrs Perking' meetings, last Bunday
amounted to -#8, which was forwarded
to Mrs. P. 8. George, 340South twen-
tisth street, Lincoln, Neb. Ifall meet-
ings did as well for Mr..George he would
soon be out of bondage. Mrs, and Mr,
Perkins have generous hearts.

. Honqét designs justly resemble our de-
votions, which we mustg)y and wait for
our reward.~Sir Robert Howard, .

SPIRIT CONTROL A QUESTION OF HAR-
MONY—NOT A (};;‘SE OF OBBESBION,
There is a mogf, plaintive cry, over
N 151 A . A
the signature oiP ¢:0bsession,” in THE
Prooressive THINKER of February
29th, from one who'says’ kie is an 6ld
man, and tormented by ‘‘obsession”
of a ‘‘low, wicked spirit.” I will ven-
ture a reply, with a practical sugges-
tion or two, for I fee] that the great

"

majority of the phenomena worshipers,-

calling themnselves ¢Spiritualists,” will
pass such an appeal unnoticed, as they
have no personaj experience of direct
spirit control, either good, bad or in-
different. And on the other hand
most of our public mediums have been
developed and guarded - by bands of
spirits carefully holding their instru-
ment for their own uge, and thus, for
the most part, shutting out other in.
fluences, whether better or worse than
their own. Still the class of sensjtives
to which our ‘aged brother belongs is
more numerous than either of  the
above classes of Spiritualigts believe,
I know this to be s0 from the many

“who have  applied to me for counsel

and assistance.. But for the most part
they feel humiliated by their expe.
riences, and shrink from any publio
discussion of that which they realize
can degrade manhood almost; or quite,
to the level of insanity.

Bpirit control is really & question of
harmony. The note struck. upon a
stringed instrument will be responded
to by every sfring or wire in the room
that is capable of expressing the same
vibrations, and all others will be si-
lent, 8o the sufferer who has made
this appeal must accept as a fact that
his organism can "and does thus echo
the thoughts and feelings of his spirit
foe, which have no existence for
others around him, He tells us he
has been a sensitive from birth, That
means that throughout his long life
he has echoed the tones of thought
from the invisible which the con-
ditions of the hour have permitted to
find expression thrpugh his organism.
But taking his tatﬁment of his pres-
ent trouble jusi ds'he tells it, his is,
most evidently, not'a case of obses-
sion. He continuek to be his own
thinker and doer{:for he says that he
can and does successfully resist this
influence during his hours of business
and labor. Theréfore it is only a case
of spirit annoyfpce, that the sufferer
can overcome by:a.little effort in the
right direetion. w !

An active brain is death to spirit
control. In otﬁ'ief_;WOrds, while the
mortal I8 thinking :his own thouglits
the thoughts of ¢he spirit-can find no
expression. But mental recognition
of the presence of the spirit offers
usually the very vibration that per-
mits the spirit to ¢*hold on"” and wait
for the fzvorable hour, Hence the
first step must be to forget the spirit,
and, at least for the time, the whole
Spirit-world. This is not as difficult
as it may seem. This sufferer does
it constantly during his hours of busi-
ness and labor; for it is nature's law
that there cannot be two thoughts in
the mind at the same time. And if
his business and labor continued day
by day to the, point of practical ex-
haustion, he would at last drop asleep
unconscious of any spirit visitor. But
such slavery to business and labor
would be little better than his present
gpirit annoyance, although many a
so-called success{ul business-man glo-
ries in his obsession by the spirit of
greed. Yet herein is the suggestion
that should point your unfortunate
correspondent to velief from his pres-
ent trouble.

Happy is the man who has a full-
grown, healthy ¢‘hobby” to which he
can turn his thoughts when his day’s
work is done. No matter whether it
be pets in dogs, cats, poultry or chil-
dren, intense love of flowers, or a
direct interest in science or art, with
their wondrous outreachings of to-
day; whatever the natural taste, every
man should cultivate a hobby. With
such a hobby every man can fill his
waking and wakeful thoughts to the
exclusion of every spirit visitor. But
our complaining brother should notice
that it won't do for him to try and
make choice of spirit visitors and say,
“T will welcome my spirit mother, or
my sister or guardian angel,” and use
this method to drive off others, for in
his present state of sensitiveness he is
sure to be fooled by the unseen, and
will soon find his'fée as active as ever.:
He should, if nedésdgry, shut the door
to the Spirit-world ;for months, and
possibly for years, before it may be
safe to again opefi it

_If he.can but réalize that the active
brain becomes tae pesitive for use by
spirit friend or foe,"and will carry out
the above practidal aggestion, he will
find that mentfl ‘detivity on good,
sound subjects ofjinterest to the mor-
tal, continued - till exhaustionh brings
the desired sleep:!will afford him the
relief he seeks. ‘It ifiay mean for him
a sleepless nightor {0, -but nature is
on his side, and:~he must win the vie-
tory if he will persevere. -His present
tormentor will find no point of mental
contact, and his physical influence
must soon eease. o

True cases of spirit -obsesgion are
awful facts in ‘mundane life.that have
been but little noted -and studied, so'1
have great pleasure in congratulating
‘the old gentleman upon having mis-
stated his..case when. he-signed him-
gelf <‘Obsession.” LT
o CHABRLES DAWEBARN, .
San Leandro, Cal. . o

1 The world 18 an old 'vabﬁxgn,' that

mistakes any -gift farthing-for a-gold
coin; whereby . being often-cheated, she

will henceforth-trubt nothing but the-
| common copper; —Carlyle. « - . ./

at’

‘made & record of remarka

" Passed to Spirlt-Life.
Passed to Spirit-life at Gasport, N. Y,,
November 11, 1895, Mra, E.S. L, Kitt-
redge, wife of F. H, Kittredge. Bhe
was & full believer in tho doctrines of
Spiritualiam, and a regular attendant at
Lily Dale camp.

Passed to Spirit-life, Eli Walters, of
Logansport, Ind., March 9, 1896, of pneu-
monia, aged 66 years. Bornin Tusca-
rawas Co,, Ohlo, he came to Royal Cen-
ter when 22 years old, where he has
lived ever since. e served in'the 22d
Reg. Ind., Vol. He leaves a wife, llliza-
beth Walters, and a brother, Isaac Wal-
ters, He was a firm believer in Spirit-
ualism for over thirty years. Nature
marked him one of her noblemen, He
beautified the earth by toil, the world
by thought and charlty. Mvs. E. N.
Warne officiated at the funeral.

Born, into the new life on .March 10,
from her earth home in Elgin, [1l., Mrs.
Preelove Horn, wife of J. Horn, at one
time an active medium, Mrs, Horn was
66 years old; waa bhorn:in Ft. Edward,
Washington county, N. Y., and came of
an old Knickerbpcker family by name of
Surdam, or properly speaking, Suydam,
She had been a Spiritualist for thirty
years and in'living its principles her
right hand knew not of the left hand’s
doing, Pneumonia made its rapid work
with her, but her end was painless. and
peaceful, Her funeral was. largely at-
tended by neighbors and friends, the
services being conducted and the truths
of Spiritualism unfolded for the -first
time to many by the writer.

. M, A. CONGDON,

IN MEMORIAM.

———

Resolutions of Respect to Homer
W, Prindle, Who Djed Near
Yilla Ridge, Ill., Janu=
ary 26, 1896,

e

The Meridian Truth Seekers' Society
of Pulaski county, 1ll., sustain a loss in
the transition to higher realms of our
brother, Homer W. Prindle, which ive
can best appreciate by realizing what
the spirit-world has gained by the de-
partare of his kind, noble and gentle
sﬁirit to the bright summerland beyond
the mystie river of (so-called)death. It
is approprlate that we make formal ex

ression of our individual and collective

ereavement, and that we make open

-avowal of our grief at his passing away.

Be it therefore .

Resolved, That we recognize in the
death of our brother, Homer W. Prin-
dle, & sense of loss unspeakable, that
while we bow to the decree of nature’s
divine law, which doeth all things
right, the impulse of our hearts and
minds is to wonder why he was taken
from among us, hut that we realize that
our loss is his spiritual gain,

DOX.,

Resolved, That it is a fitting tribute
a8 the associates of our bhrother, that we
make his noble and admirabie lifea pro-
totype of our conduct, that we emulate
his unselfishness, his self-sucrificirg de-
votion to his family and friends, his in-
terest in the wellare of others—in short
his enthusiasm in all that promoted the
welfare and uplifting of humanity,

W. H. LEIDiGH.

By order of the Society.

Anniversary Progrumme at Den-
ver, Col.

To THE EDITOR:—Word comes from
President Barrett, from Texas, saying
he will be in Denver from March 27 to
April 1, and asks if we cannot arrange a
mass-meeting, assuring himsell and us
we can equal Boston or New York.

As arrangements are well under way
for anniversary, we propose to combine
and present a programme of five days’
meetings as follows:

Friday, 27th—Public reception to
President Barrett in Unity Church (Uni-
tarian), afternoon and evening; supper
between.

Saturday—Reception to President
Barrett and publie speakers, by Star-
light's Ladies’ Auxiliary, at “'Star-
light's Home,” 1420 Franklin street, res-
idence of Dr. Ewell,

Sunday—President Barrett and Dr.
Ewell as missionaries of the National
Assoclation, will present its claims at
all the meeotings in the city. Forenoon,
at the Independent Spiritual Church:
Dr. Ewell, pastor. Afternoon, at Lyce-
um and Conference; G. W. Kates, con-
ductor. Colorado State and Mrs. Loe I,
Prior's. Evening, Mrs. Edith E. R.
Nickless-Musk’s, Mrs. Shustrum’s, and
0dd Fellows' Hall, Mr. and Mrs. Kates,
speakers,

Monday, 30th—Mass-meeting at Unity
Church, afternoon and evening. Supper
and soolal by the Colorado State Soci-

ety.

{‘uesday——Auniversary Exercises of
the Independent Spiritual Society, after-
noon and evening; supper between,

President Barrett proposes a day at
Pueblo and Colorado Springs, 2ith and
26th, where Dr. Ewell will join him to
contribute what interest he may and to
strengthen the hands of the National
Association.

These meetings are suggestive of ex-
tended interest, and counducted on our
highest plane of unfoldment yetreached.
We hope they may command increased
respect—at least, tolerance—from our
enemies, and give growth to ourselves.

: . 8. L. HaRD,
Secretary Independent Spiritual Church.
Denver, Colo. .

Oh, the Heretlic,

Charges have been preferred against
Rev. W. T. Brown, pastor of the First
Congregational church at Madison, by
Rev. 8. L. Blake, of New London, and a
hearing is to be held in Madison some
time this month. The causes of the
charge are at the present vague, Itis
stated that Rev. Mr. Brown has been

reaching *‘up to date sermons” and his
Pdeas are not indorsed by some of the
members of his congregation.

A Remarkable Advertisement.

This issue of THE PROGRESSIVE
THINKER prints aremarkable advertise-
ment from a remarkable newspaper—
The Chicago Record. : The Record is
Chicago’s leading morning newspaper
in point of clrculation. In fact, next to
The New York World it claims the
largest circulation in America—160,000
aday. Itisbutld yearsold, yet it has

ble achieve-
ments within that comparatively_short
period. It has a way of doing new and
strange things. Its latest enterprise is
the institution of competition among
the authors -of the world for the best

 original stories of a type which it calls

“‘mystery stories.” A year ago if offer-
ed $30,000 in oash prizes to aythors for
the best stories of this kind. The award
of prizes has just been made, and the
publication of the first prize story,
which won for its author $10,000, is an-
nounced in The Record’s advertisement
in this issue "of the THE PROGRESSIVE

KER. . .

Not satisfied, however, with this un-
usual schievement The Record goes
farther and announces that in connection
with the - publication of.the first prize
‘story.it will~distribute 810,000 in cash

Jor the best 830 guesses as to the true ex-

langtion of the mystery of the story as

isclosed in the final chapter, the publi
cation of which will be delayed a week
or ten days beyond the rest of the story
to give an opgortunity for readers to
frame and send in thelr guesses to the
ofice of the paper. ‘But perhaps the
strangest feature-of this unprecedented
competitive contest, both as to anthors
and readers, is the unique condition im-
posed on the guessers that ‘‘only women
and girls imay guess and win the prizes.”
We refer our readers to the advertise-
ment on the eighth of THE PROGRES-
51vis THINKER, whichi sets ‘forth more
in detail The Record's-remarkable an-
nouncement. . The concluding feature—
that new readers from out of town may

send 10 cents and get The Chicago Rec- |

ord 10 days on trial, is a peculiarly
happy and wise conclusion to this most
unusual enterprize.

. It may be added thatinthe publication
of its first series of ‘‘mystery stories,”
last year; The Record distributed cash

prizes to the besy guessers, but on a|-

more modest scale than it now an-
nounces. D

[ts list of those who won and received

rizes for best guesses in 1895 counts up
900 names- and aggregates over 5,000,
The complete list of these fortunate
guessers, with the addresses, has been
sent us by The Chicago Record, and it
makes a truly formidable and interest-
ing showing,

PLANETS & PEOPLE

e e ——

...THE GREAT...

Year Book of the Heavens

FOR (896.

—_— e

PLANETS AND PEOPLE, the Astronomical and As-
trological Monthly which has attracted so anuch at-
tention during the past year, becauee of the wonder-
fully accurato predictions mado therelin, and the very

' valuable and highly {natructive lessons on the infu-

ence of the stars, as well as the cholce Mtorary, sclen-
tific and political contributions, will be {ssued in one
completo volune for the year 1898,

The rcasou for this change {8 because many sub-
subscribers prefer to have the entire year's conditions
in advance rather than by the month,

It will be profusely fifustrated with about 100 cute
elaborating upon the sclence of planetary life, aud the
relation of the poople to the stars.

FIFTY-TWO LESSONS

on the gencral weekly doings for the year, is the
feature of the work. and together with a world of
other {nformation and speclal matter make up the
most marvelous book on the wonders of the Leavens
and earth ever hefore published.

Bubscribe now and Secure 8 copy of the Airst print
which will be ready December 15t

THE CONTENTS OF THE WORK ARE:

Preface.

Introduction.

Bigns and Figures,

Advance Weekly 8tar Reports for 1806,
talning 78 pages of matter pertaining to Horo-
scopial dellneations relative to the times.
t'I.Amgrm.lp of Mystics, emblematically illue-

a

con-

A group of Vegetarlans, emblematically il-
Justrated,

A group of Reformers, emblematically {llus-
trated.

Personal Character Delineations, giving
;lumerous oceult lessons for students of the
aw.

Ormsby's Calendar Ephemeris, a marvelous
compilation of facts for the year 1808.

Agricuitural Pointers—a guide for farmers
and gardeners,

Weather Bulletin—showing storm perfods
for the year.

Physiclans' and_ Burgeons’
Chronometer.

Health Department—gtvin
and suggestions of value to all.

Editorial Mention, Reviews, Special Matter,
Etc., Ete,

Pride: Paper, $1.00; Neatly Bound in
Cloth, $1.80, Address all orders to

40 LOOMIS ST., CHICAGO, ILL.
JUST PUBLISHED!

AUTOMATIC WRITING

{s0-CALLED] WITH OTHER

PSYCHIC EXPERIENCES
SARA A. UNDERWOOD,

With Half-tone Portrait and Speci-
men Pages _of the Writing.

Anatomical

numerous hints

Handsomely bound in Cloth,
Price, $§1.60, Postage 10c extra,

Woman, Ghurch and State,

A Historical Accountof the Status
of Woman Through the Chris-
tian Ages, with Reminis-
cences of the Matri-
archate,

BY MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE.

HE AMOUNT OF VALUABLE IN.
formatiou succinctly and clcarly stated in thls
volume of 554 pages {8 amgpzing. The title, ns above
given, fails to convey an {dea of the fulness and com-
g}oteneu with which the subjeots are treated. The
atriarchate, or Mother-rule, {u the theme of the first
chapter, in which much lore, queint, queer and cur-
ous, 1s brought to view in clucidation of the subfect.
This is followed hy chapters on Celibacy, Cenon Law,
Mgerquette, Witchcraft, Wives, Polygamy, Womlunnd
Work, The Church of To-dey, Past, Present, Futnre;
and there isnot & chapter {n the book thsat is not
bandled in & masterly manner, and that for quantity
and qualfty of {nformatlon, is not worththe full price
of the volume. It {8 packed with knowledge well-
Arrnnﬁgd, and Inwnncllylnwremlug from beginoing to
end. No one can possibly regret b“{mﬂ“ tis a val
uabic addition to the Ybrary of any
{ng mind.

Price, §%.03¢. For sale at this
office.

The To-Morrow of Death,

-+-OR THE---
Future Life According to Science,

BY LOUIS FIGUIER.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH
BY S. R. CROCKEE.

A VERY FASCINATING WORK,

This fine volume might well have been entitled
Spiritualism Demonstrated by Befonee. It {8 written
in that peculiar interesting style In which French
writers excel when they would popularize scienlific
subfects in adaplation to the needs of the general
reader. The suthor is not a Spiritualist—he even
mentlons Spiritualists aa *‘devotecs of a new snper-
stitlon,” etc,, etc., {n which he menifests the wurual
animus of the “sclentific class," yet he says hgain;
“There 18a true and respectablo tdes in Spiritualism,’
and regards ‘88 proved “the fact of commnnication
between superhumans and tho {ahabitants of Earth;"™
and he goes oa to relate instances of fact in evidence,
There is, toa Spiritualist, a manifest discrepancy in
the authors's ldeas, but the well-read mind wil resdily
select and arrange the pros and cons, and out of the
whole wiil find not only good mental culture, but
much valasble {nformatfon, The autbor holds the
theorymot refncarnation. Price ¢1.50, For sale at

office.

AN EXCELLENT WORK.

EATH AND THE AFTER-LIFE,
The “ 8tellar Key" is tho sbilosophical Iatro-
duction to the revelations coptdined in this book
Some fdes of this little volume may be gatned from the
ollowing table of contents: 1—Deathand the After
Life; 3—B5cenes in the SummerLand; S—8ocliety inthe
Bummer-Land; 4~—Boclal Centres In the Summer-Land;
5—Wintpr-Land and Summer Land; 6—Langusge snd
Life in Summer-Land; 7—Msterlal Work for Spiritua)
‘Workers; 8—Ultimates o the Summer-Lapd: 9—~Voice
from James Victor Wileon. This ealarged editlon con
talns more than double the amount of matter in fon
met editions, and §s enriched by a besutifal fronus
Elcce. {llustrating the *‘formailon of the Bpiritusy
ody.” Cloth 5 centa. Postage 5 cents. For Jale
at this office. .

“THE WATSEKA WONDER.”
To the student of peychic p A, this li
is 1ntensely interesting.. It gives deleiled accounts of
two cases of 'double consclousness,” pamely Mary
Lurancy Yennum, of Watseka, Tli., and. Mary Rey-
nolds, of Venango county, Pa. Forsale at this office,
Price 15 osnis, B s

The Science of Spirit Return.
By Charies Dewbamn. . Price 10ceata,

ree and truth-lov.

THE UNKNOWN LIFE

—OF—

Jesus Christ

NICOLAS NOTOVITCH.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH,

Since the writing of the New Testament no book hag
appeered of as great fmportance to Chrlstianity ag
the UNKNOWN Li¥e o Jusus CHRIST,

This volume, written by tho discoverer of the man«
gcript, contals a thrllling account of the privations
and perlle cncountered in his search for it, & literal
translation of the orlginul manuscript, end lastly g
critical analysieof what it contalns, :

Tbis work containa 185 neatly printed pages, and {y-
published on_the basls of combining cheapness a
excellence. Prico, neatly bound, one doliar. Paper
cover, prico 25 cents, postage 6 cents,

Addiess this office, 40 Loomis 8t., Chicago, I,

VOLNEY’S RUINS

—AND— .

THE LAW OF NATURE,

<+ TO WHICH 18 ADDED .

Volney's Answer to Dr. Priestly, a Blographical Noticg
by Count Daru, and the Zodlacal Bigne and
Constellations by the Edftor;

Also, a8 Map of the Astrologicel Heavens ¢
the Anclents,

Printed on heavy paper, from new plates, {o la
clear type, with portrait and ﬂlustra!?ona. ' One v?l‘.,
po’;;tliv;), 248 pnubel; paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 centa.

8 {8 undoubtedly one of the best and most use:
books ever published. 1t eloquently advocates th
best interests of menkind, and clearly points out th
gources of human |gnorauce aud misery. The auth
{s supposed to mect In the ruins of Palmyra an apparf.
tion or phantom, which exglalns the true principles of
goclety, and the causes of both the prosperity and thd
ruin of anclent states. A general assembly of thq
natlons fs at length convened, a leglslative body
formed, the source and origin of reli on, of governs
ment, and of laws discuesed, and the Law of Nature—
tounded on justice and equily—is flually proclaimed
Lo an ecxpectant world.

IVEAINT

—IN THE~

PAS1, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

A POPULAR ACCOUNT OF
Rasultt of recent sclentific rescarch regarding the
- orign, position and prospects of mankind.
From the German of

DR. LUDWIG BUCHNER,

Author of “Force and Matter,” Essays on Nature aad
Bclence,” “Physiologlcal Plctures,”* *8ix Lee-
tures on Darwin,” Eto.

“The great mystery of exlstence coneists {n perpep
ual and uninterrupted cbange. Everythingis fmmopn
ta) and indestructible—the smullest worm as well
‘ho most enormous of the celcstial hodles,—the san
Jrain or the water drop as well as the highest being 1
‘reation, man and his thoughts. Only the lormfl
whlf}] befug manifests {tself drc changihg; but Beln
taolf remains eternally the same and {mperishabl
‘Yhen we dfe we do not lose ourseives, but only ous
crsonal consclousness. We live on in nature, In ong
ace, In our children, in our deeds, {n our tbough
: short, {n the entire muterial and plys{cal contribyg.
lon which, durlng our short persopal exlstence, i
ave furnished to the subefstence of mankind and o,
~sure In greneral,”- Buceboor.

. shout 83 pares, vellum cloth, ¢1,

THE ELIMINATOR

Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal
Secrets.

BY DR. R. B. WESTBROOK.

Profonndly reverent, but thoroughly radical: expos
ing the fabuleus clalms of aucleut Judufsm and tfo
matic Christianity, cou lnlnlvﬁ many slartling concluz
#lons never before published, showing clearly th¢
mythical character of maost of the 0ld and New ’;‘esw
ment storfes, and proving thatJesus wasan luperson
atlon aud not & person. A genuine sensation.

Price 81.!;(7).‘ For Sale at this Office.

'MARGUERITE. HUNTER,

A Narrative Descriptive of Life in
the Material and Spiritual
Spheres,

Transcribed by a Co-operative Bpirit Band, combined
with chosen media of eaurth. Ii was given through 1g.
dependent slate-writing, The {llnstrations were glven
{n oll paintings on porcelain plate by 8pirit nrtlslg. 1
{o not & fiction, but a narrative of real lifs, without
parallel in the lterature of Spiritualism, betng o cle
snd succinct erposition of thé philosophy, religion an
science of Spirftualism  [he book contains 260 pages
with six {llustrations In balf-tone, qud twclve Dages
in orjginal independent writing. It fs besut! fully
bound in blue slik cloth, stamped {n
91.25. For sale at this offico.

Urigin, Development and Destiny
ot Man.

A Bcientific and Philosophical
Treatise, by Thos. P. Fletcher.

CoNTENTS: The Beginnlngs; Fundamental Princps
{n’lea; Formation of Constellations, Systems, Sun
lanets and Astellltes, The Origin of Metcors am
Comeu;’l‘uc(:rgnnlc Kingdom; The Origin of M
Man—Hls Attributes apd Powers; Tho Boul--How
Recelvfﬁ and Imparts Koowledge: 1low th ouLH
celven Its Highest Lmpressions; The Reoord Book,
The Heavenly Ether; Row to Cuitivate the Sixt!
Senso; The Finer or Spiritual Body; Growth and
joueration;  Morally, Ep ritualismn Proved by
{ble; The Bible and Chriet ; Tho SBummary: “Whal
Must We Do to Be Baved." For sale at this ofice,

Price, Clotb, $1.25. Paper, 50¢,
ENCYCLOPEDIA

e OF .,

BIBLIGAL SPIRITUALISM

«+ OR...
A CONCORDANCE

To the principal passages of the Old and New
Testament Seriptures which prove
or ¢mply Spiritualism; B
Together with a bricf history of the origin of many ot
the lmportant books of the Blble.

silver, Price,

BY MOSES HULL,

Much that {e in this book appeared in an abridged
form {n a eeries of nino full pages of TOE PROURRSS
1vE THIXKER. These articles wers prepared at ¢
call of huundreds of 8piritualists who folt the need o,
some kind of document for ready roference. They
only seemed to whet the appetite for more; hence the
pl{il‘)lllloathﬁn of ;{uls wcgk.

eauthor, Moscs Hull, has written many volumes
on Splrlmnllh‘mc had oéher themes and each one fs
full of careful study on the subject chosen. My,
Hull, in bis fatroduction of this work says:

“Hoping that this book will serve to lead the people
out of the wilderaess of doubtand despair; and tfat
when Spiritualism shall bave wrested tt}e Bible fro|
its ‘sanctified’ enemles, It will not ‘spike’ it, but wi
use it to batter dowY the walle of Christian superstf
Uon and ignorance, I send 1t out on {ts errand of en-
lghtenment with the humble prayer that it will prova
8 divine bonediction to every reader."

THX ENOYCLOPEDJA OF BIBLICAL SPIRITUALIS
contafne sssiugea, beautifully printed on good papef,
contalns 8 full-page portralt of (ho author and |
bandsomely bound {n cloth. Every 8plritualist shoul
bave this work. |

PRICE $l. FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE,

QLEANINGS
FROM THE ROSTRUM.
BYA.I;.—ETRENCB.

This work {5 one that every one should read. It
besmns throughout with rare geme of thought, prac-
tical as well 88 profound. ere is sunshine and
beauty in every seatenceuttered. The work 1s ded!-
cated to the aunthor's favorite sister, Barash Fren
Farr, now passed to Spirit-life. Hudson Tuttie, of
Berlln Heights,Ohlo, gives an interesting sketch of the

author's life.
e ——

CONTENTS:
Dedication.
Bketch of the Life of A. B, French.
‘William Denton, -
Liegends of the Buddha. .

M?sl;ammed. or the Faith and Wars of
oy . .
Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon'
Conflicts of Life, S e
The Power and Permanency of Ideas, :
The Unknown. : ’ o
Probability of a Future Life, .
Anniversary Address. ' - :

The Egotism of Our Age. -

What Is Truth? R
Decoration Address. . = -
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