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A Lecttire by Gora L. V. Richmond. -

-

INVOCATION,

Infinite and Etergal God; Life of all
suns and worlds; the glory of the en-
sphering heavens;* Thou who giveth
unto the feeble earth its small pulsations
of life and light, shining dimly among
the grander orbs: Thou whose lgve is
the light of souls, whether in the splen-
dor of the heavenly kingdom through
the celestinl presence is revealgd Thy
glory, or whether immured in the shad-
ows ©f time, inthe duvkyess of the under
world, in that which the angels call
death in mortal life, they perceive the
flickering of the light of Thy love pene-
trating within and summoning them
unto eternity, or whether in spirit

them to the New Jerusalem, to be their
ruler—that they felt such vtter barren-
ness and desolation when the physical
fact qf the crucifixion of Jesus was
known to them.

ECYPTIAN AND ZOROASTRIAN.

especially in Egypt, the dwellipg-places
of the dezd were set apart from all the
residences of mankind; those who had
‘aught to do with the physical dissotu-
tion. or prepared the bodies for inter-
ment, were Jariahs, were set apurt
from contact with all other people; no
“human being could touch their hands
iunder penalty of violating the law:

states, purtidlly released from the thral-  nonhe, indeed, could even come in contact

dom of time, but still unaware of the
grander glory that lies beyand, they
feel more pulpubly the love divine aud
turn to it more fully: in all these states
the human soul praises Thee, and human
lips, feeble though they are, and human
hearts, though weak and flatering,

sponse to Thy light and love. They
would praise Thee more becuuse the
deep shadows that lie arvund them re-
flect the glory of that which is beyond:
becuuse, though- they cannot see the
light, they can see its reflccted radiance
from within, and can understand that
even upon the clouds that form the back-
ground of its splendor Thy love has
puinted itself in crimson and golden
lory. Q God, may those who know the
cath in life rejsice at the life that
cometh beyond death; may those who
know of the prison-house of clay, its
thraldom, its fetters, its deep bondage,
realize how perfect is that freedom that
cometh, even here, when the spirit is
made aware, when in the fullness of
coneciousness the soul stands in Thy
presence, even through all mists of
time, O God, may TBhy children feel
that splendor, and though" the light is
darkling here, may they. undevstand
that the glory and power of Thy love
holdeth them, and they abide in that
forever. Amen, ’
DISCOURSE.

*"‘How are the dead raised up? in what
body do they come?”’

. "1l a man die shall he live again®”’

“There i8 no sight, nor sound, nor any

Jifein the grave.”

“In my I‘ather’s house are many man-
sions: I go to prepare a place for you.”
" “Where are the dwelling-places of
the deygd?” . .

The'aneient séripture, or the compila-
tion which appears in connection with
the Christian Bible aflords very little

. clue to what the Jews reflly thought

concerning the future life, for the dead
are referred to as being so utterly déad,

-and the grave is referred to as the habi-

tation of - the dead: those who have
passed from mortal sight are spoken of
as not knowing anything, that it would
seem at a casual glance Trom the inter-
retation otiered you that there wag no
lief in a future state at all. It would
seem that angels appesred among men
as men, in their talk of a future life,
and salvation, and of the soul in .its
highest estate, and those who were
inspired always referred in such a. way
to the future state as though it were
certainly athiug that was undars“ood.
So we have areived at thisconclusion:.
That the Rabbinical Jewish Bible difters
essentially from the Christian interpre-
tating, that the teachings of the Jews
have been translated by Christian au-
thorities and compilers rather with the
view of offering what they supposed to
be a prophecy concerning Christ than to
correctly interpret the views of the He-
braic religion. : .

We think there were three ®istinct
classcs—the initiated, er priests, who
understood the Kabalistic lore, and who
preserved trom the ancient records and

- Oriental Bibles the inner meaning of in-

spiration; they beiieved in immortality,
belicved in a future state, believed in
all that you understand as the recogni-
tion of the immortal life. The second
class'understood hut dimly those myste-
rious things, and accepted salvation and
everlasting life more as a physical fact
than a spiritual thought, and this phys-
i¢al fact became more and more mate-
rial—was transferred more from heaven
to earth. The majority of the people
believed that the dead were dead; that
the wicked would never rise again, but
continue to’ be dead, while the good
would be resurrected and ioherittibe
physical earth, since their idea -of the
New Jeruralem and of the-kingdom

which was to be theirs -was-purely | P

hysical. Such is our interpretation of
he three lines of history that are found

~in thé Jewish record; that which is

prophecy and inspired is spiritual; and
that reaches far forward into Christian-
ity. .

};3ut there certainly can be no doybt,
when one turns to the pages that give
the history of Jesus, asto whbat kind of
heaven or future state awaits mankind:
all the teaching therein contained,
which is very little in pointof language,
but very much in meaning, refers dis-
tinctly to e spiritual state, refers dis-
tinctly to a kingdom that is notof earth.
He refers to the “Father’s house™ or
the mansions in heaven as being a_ spir-
itual, not a material condition: but the
Jews who heard Him did not-under-
stand Him, did not know whom he
meant by the word ‘‘Father,” did not
understund to what He referred when

He spoke. of His ‘“kingdom"—supposed’

that His “Father” and His “'kingdom”
were physical facts, which would be
demonstrated to them by the arrival in
gomie grand or wonderful manner of this
King or Father. Such was the tenacity

with which the Jews clung ‘to material,

1fe, Christ heing their king, that when
the death-blow came, when the fact
reglly appeared that He had physically

: geris ed as other men do, it was also-a

eath-blow to their- spiritual faith; no

.+ wonder they felt the-blow-so keenly; no
: ;811'&313 tha'z' the people who believed in

with them, (except through especially
appointed ways): although they were
possessed of human loves und human in-

jterests they were literally inhabitants -

jof the city of the deud, Across the
criver from where{JngpL’s splendid cities.

; arose, these dwelt in absolute isolatiqn. ,
would still give forth their praises in re- | never coming in contact with the daily | physical ({)_a.radise;
i lives of their kind, having for compan: | that coul

1

ionship only the thoughts of the dead.
But a still more subtile idea pervaded
the minds of the Egyptians and Arabi-
ans: That far in the desert where no
fmun had penetratcd was the dwelling-
place of the dead. For some time in
Africa, afterward in Kgypt, it was cus-

the desert, where the elements would
destroy the bodies, where birds of the
air und wild beasts would feast upon
them; where nanght would be neur
any human habitation of aught that re-
mained of the dead forms. [t was even
thought that souls imrisoned for sin
and selfishness were wandering in those
distant wastes; thut the arid desert held
the wandering wraiths of those who had
been wicked upon earth: and sych-soyds
a8 had been faithful and frue pavbed
through the shadows and by the hand of
Horus into the upper heavens, and were
admitted into the kingdom of celestial
light.

Still another theory prevails in the
Orient among the worshipers of Or-
muzd and Ahremines. Ormuzd, the god
of light; Ahremines,the god of dagkness
or shadow. The former was the sun,
not the literal sun, but the sun of splen-
dor, dwelling in the .upper heaven,
Ahrcemines was the winter, the night.
the Satan of mythology, not endowed
with such revengeful fury as the Satan
of Christendom, but whatever shadows
were upon the earth when winter or
darkness came
Ile also was the god of death, and into
his kingdom, which was the lowenr
world or world of shadows, passed
the souls of those whose odies
were dead; there they either passed to
Ormuzd in his temple of light, or
through other forms of reincarnation
wrought out vheir destinies on earth to
win the kingdom of ,Ormuzd.

- NIRVANA.- )

Under the Brahminical and Bud-
dhistic religion there ix also a subtile
theory about souls. All souls come from
Deity, from the state of Deity whieh is
Nirvana, beyond thé state of time and
sense, but when they once enter the
: realm of time and sense they must pass
through all its changes of planetary
conditions, all physical conditions upon
each planet, and they even teach that

mal life—we think, hewever, that this
isan interpolation. Then, according to
‘Buddha, such sotils as -have conyuered,
as have ceused to desire to have any
contact with matter, as their desires
have become so exalted that the mate-
rial life no longer enchains them, pass
"again into Nirvana. But such others as
are in the shadows still, pass through
{the various stages " of earthly life en-
| chained by the Karma, or conditions of
their previous incarnations, until. final-
i 1y, they are lost in the shadows utterly,
or are restored unto Nirvana.

Awmong the Jews it is undoubtedly
true that some portion of these Oriental
teachings ptevailed. They believed
that' the’ dead only occupied a spirit
state, an intermediate state, for a cer-
tain length of time and then were in-
carnated again upon earth, But there
also was another thedry among the
Jews: That is, the dead were sleceping,
and that they would reappear ag possess-
ors of the earth, or they would slumber
forever.

Christianity,on the other hand, makes
a distinct digression, almost in the op-
asite direction. and the teaching, com-
Ang gs it did, in the midst of that kind.
of materialism that prevailed in Judea,
is as much a _s'tan_’lplof its genuineness as
any Eroof that could be revealed. Ev-
erything taught in the Christian Bible
is spiritual; that which is taught in the
Jewish Bible is literal. Everything
taught by, Christ concerning man as a
| spirit is so distinct that he makes &
! man's desire to do wrong as sinful as the
wrong-doing- itself; He makes the
thought of anger as palpable a murder
. as the slaying by the hand; He makes
the.thought of robbing one's neighbor
as real ag the act itself; so that there
was an entire transference of the sinful-
ness of man from the mere violation of
the law to a lack of spiritual pevception.
So also was there 8 change with refer-
ence to the dead. This is why it isso
impossible to gather: lrom that which
was cqmparatively a’ Jewish record, or
rather Jewish tradition, (which is, after
all, history,;) exact data concerning thé
birth, life and death of Christ, for they
did not.expect Him to. die .physically at
all, and if He did die physically they ex-
pected Him to. .be. restored . physically,
to live in a literalJobm jn & literal king-
dom,’ i : o

" CHRIST'S TEACHINGS.

It ¥ only by reading .-between the
lines and behind the record, by under-
standing tliat the . spirit ol  Christ’s
teachingsreferred to Hinttelas a spirvit

T

tomary to Lear their dead far out into!

they must pass through all stagesof uni-!

1

senses, a distinet spirit in man separgte
from his body, and a distinet existence
beyond this life separated from the
physical form by the change called
death, the distinet inheritance of anim-

!mortal nature as separated from the
i

physical nature. That He did not

Among the still more ancjént nations, ! teach many of the doctrines of the

Orient taught by Buddha is no evidence
that He did not recpgnize them, farit is
certain that He intimated that He be-
lieved that John the Baptist waus Elias;
in fuct He states it in so mun{ words, 50
it {s accepted as a portion of His teach-
ing recorded in the New Testament that
He believed thut the prophets and oth-
ers could appear again onearth, When
we tukeo this in counection with all the
other things that He taught, we find He
wus here more to teach the triumph of
the moral nuture over the physical
form, the spiritual nature of mun as dis-
tinet from his physical nature, and an
immortality that was spiritugl. But.He
taught no literul heaven; He taught no
He taught nothing
be construed into an accéept-
ance of the stute of the_hereafter as be-
ling a literal state in any sense. Since
He made the moral realities of life spir-
.itual whien here, if is utterly impossible
that He would make the spiritual real-
jities of a future life material. when
there. So when He says to [lis disci-
ples, His wondering and bewildered dis-
ciples, who did not know whom He re-
Iferred to when He feferred to Mis
| Father; whodid not know- of what He
,8poke when He spokagof His kingdom,
or*in" my Kather's house' there are
many mansions; 1 go to prepare a place
for you.” They tovk it in a literal
sense; they supposed He would send for
them, or that a messenger would arvive
from that great kingdom of the Fathers
"and bear them materiully hence. When
{ He dicd and gave no sign; when He was
i crucitied and did not claim them, it was
.4 deathblow. But, aftertall, the minis-
ttation came: the appearance in their
midst was a revelation: itJed them step
. by step to.the duorway of spiritual truth.
! When He finally’ went ‘away and came
'corded that He camea ain—there wos
i 5till u consciousness of that presence, of
i that light that had led them before,
‘ Of course into Christianity, strange
;a8 it must appear to the impartial mind,
. there has crept the material, revolting
and impossible interpretation of death
‘that the Jews entertaincd, The bedy,
' holding in thrall the sleeping soul, and

Ahremines prevailed. ! the narrow house of cluy as the habita-

tion of the. dead, and even the }iteral
resurrection of those who are to be
saved is t,ypiﬁed spiritually in the vision
‘of John,, This is accepted literally as
the truth, and these theological dogmas
_are olaimed to be predicated upon the
“life, death and resuvrection of Christ.
 1f there is auy resemblance between
the teachings of Christ and those who
teach the sleeping of the spirit until the
resurrection of the body, we have not
; found it: if there is any resemblance in
; Christ's picture of the Tuture state and
His préparation for His disciples and
that which has been woven into these

theological dogmas wany centuries after |

*we hive not discovered it: and if thay
which follows the supposed resurrection
unto life and the supposed - resurrection

, unto eternal torment can be tortured by
any misrepresentation from the teach-

i ings of Jesus we cannot possibly discover

tit. ITtis Jewish and not Christianm: it is

:the ignorant Jewish faith, not even the’

faith of the Hebrew pruphet; it is the
commonly accepted idea of the literal
,multitude who do not know the meaning
of the resurrection or spirit-life at all.

Aud yet into that house of eclayas
. taught in Christendom, and especially
,in Protestant Christendom, has been
crowded the hepe, the love,and the life
of humanity: intothat house of clay as

, pictured under Calvinistic doctrines, as,

,revealed even by the ritual of the
"Church of England, must be thrust all
bopes and fears of a pleading, longin
humanity to wait that dim, disma
"sounding of the final trumpet. No one
is spirdtual enough to know that the

iudgment day and-the judgment seat is

n the soul: no one .is spiritual enough

to know that the recording angel is also
there; and no one seems to be endowed
with perception encugh to discover that

the summons that comes to you, and|

, comes to each, to rise up from the gravs,
"is not to those who are physically dead,
_but to those in human life who are mor-
ally dead.’

| If it were true that the spiritand body
could slumber together for any length
of time in the resting-place of the house
.of clay, prepared for.the forms alone,
,then would annihilation be true; then
, woyld materialism be true; then it would
be true that man could lay down his
treasures at the grave with the certain-
ty of never beholding them again; but
because Jesus taught of another life,
that which was divine, and because the
- heart of the whole world, by common
.consent, turned to something betser,
even Protestantism has been rescued
from that dismal thraldom; a_ broader,
faiper religion has swept acrpss the
t.bé::logy of the past, imperfgctly it is
, triye: but human thoughts are greater
. than buman creeds; poets have sung bet-
- ter 80! b ministers havehpt'_enched
'sermons, and the world has hung
'upon vigions of hope more than upon
' pictures of. despair.
forgotten Milton'since Tennyson, Long-
fellow, Wordsworth and Shelly sung of
-gpiritual themes; Dante's pictures of
Hades are :blotted out in the lightof
that spiritual truth; and to-day . the

\ heaven which is

was painted by Calvin, or which Milton
wove into his song, : ’

.Gradually the dwellings of the-dead |
have bean gpened to your vision: grad-'
! ually the habitations of the Spirit-worfd:
' Yas well a8 to’ others, 10 know that He. have been revealed to your comprehen-
¥ gome sortof Wway that: ‘He was to lhék‘id_‘f taught a distinet 1ifo separate. from the-.sion;.- gradually that. realm:las. been

i n0 more in personal form--or it is not re--

The people have

pictureéd by even those |
who worship at the shrina of Christian
theology is no such heaven asthat which:

e 1 )

’ .
drawing nearer, and (no man por woman
'who has any intelligent faith- to-day
‘looks to the narrow’ house of clay in the
'AURE for the loved: ones: not even those
who say in the ritual: *I believe inthe
resurraction of the body,"dveam of what
they say. They, believe their friends
live soméwhere; and they do notunder-
stepd what horror-they are repeating
when they say, ‘I believe in the resur-
rection o¥ the bedy.” That spiritual
life has all been pictured by their
friends: eveft as Chiriet did before them,
and their loved ones ‘are there.

Who could comfart -a mother who be-
lieved that her babe was sleeping in the
tomb unti) the judgment day? What
voice could reach the father ‘or friend
who contemp)uted thé fearfulness qf
that sleep? Nay, there is faith in man-
kind stronger than:the walls of the
strongest creed: even- Calvinism hus
yielded up its babes; that were lost be-
cause not bagbized, and pluced them ut
the feet of Christ in beaven, Kven those
babes that it was sgid hell was paved
with have beeu restored by the light of
an inward fuith, to the mother in para-
dise by the better natuve of an inspived
humanity that will not bend to a creed
that stultifies the name of Christ.

Now by a steadily moving impulse
that picture of the new Jerusalem, that
heaven with its alabaster throne. and
literal streets of gold, with its walls of
{:recious stones and gates of pearly must

e understood to meun a spiritual state:
those glittering terms are symbols of
the light and love divine: such attri-
butes us ouly could abide in the inner-
most heaveu within the soul of the blest.

SPIRITUALISM.
Spiritualism has swept into the world
to save mankind from the thought of an-
nihilation and the night-time of Theolo-

over this horrible picture of the pastb

& certainty,-a divimd certainty, of a
future life.” But Spivitualism has found
mankind just as theolagy  left it; hag
found mankind -in theelugy; and whén
a spirit has come knoekipg- at the doors
of your. hearts by sometimes making
signs and sounds and tokens in your
dwellings, it has beeri with various con-
flicting emotions thet people have re-
ceived the wmessage. Sometimes they
have thought of it 48 people returning
from the grave. You weuld hear in the
first years of Splritnalism the phrase-
ology -of “‘calling up the spirits.” as
though they were called: up literally
from their slumberingbodies; you would
hear the thought of:spiuits as in a world
beneath, as though they tholght the
dead camg up out of their graves.. No
one believed thein dead nor any-
thing of the kind; no one helieved

| that people called up spirits, in point of

altitude: no doubt they thought they
came from what you would cull above
instead of below (unless they came from
Hades,'and none thought their friends
came from that place), yet into the the-
olofy whieh formed the individual state
of each mind the messenger from the
Spirit-world had t enver; the Culvinist,
| Baptist. Presbyterian, Methodist, Kpis-
j copalian’ and Roman Catholic euch
- had to be upproached according t6 their
|'state: and the great surprise of those
| expecting only to meet their friends at
the resurrection can well be understood.

But now that these barriers are bro-
ken away; now that Methodism, Pres-
byterianism, Kpiscopalianism and even
Romun. Catholicisin  have melted as
creeds before the dawning of spiritual
light: now that the spiritual realm is
opened to your inveitigation, and you
converse daily with your friends, receive
admonition and adyice. from them,

you ask them concerying their states,
1t is no longer excusable that you
are ignorant of their dwellings; they
are not the dwellings of the dead. The
bodies are dead, save as they have been’
regenerated into the Jife of trees, grass
and blooming flowers, save that the
great and small, proud and lowly have
revivified the éa¥th and mude the dais-
ies and Violets bloom more brightly,
save that even on the battlelields,
scarred, seamed and furrowed with hu-
man carnage, nature has kindly spread
her mantte of brighter green above the
groves. In the South where the conflict
of the lute war waged fiercest, the blu-
est of the forget-me-nots bloom: where
the battles waged flercest nature has
incorporated the lesson of her spirit
into physical life. - . :

So has Spiritualisth incorporated the
lesson of her resurrection into man's
spiritual life; you,do ook for any
part, or portion, or smallest limsy frag-
‘ment of your friepds in their graves,
Then if you do not look for thew in the
grave, where do you look for them?
What is the state of fhose whom you
heretofore, before ypu had any knowl-
edge of the life immortal, calied in the
state of. the dead? Then people say: We
do not know, wé_are not able to gather
from the teachings where they are,.we

{

are unable to decidec?qcerning the real-
ities of spirit-life, thd gtatements are so
conflicting and contgadictory. Not at all:

you mean that you grenot able to make
those statements cenform to what you

wish them to. Pegple think the future’
life.impalpableas it is, but as they wish

to have it, or as theyl philosophize that-
it must be from'a gp{u,t giving a mes-

sage concerning hisotbher state in spir-

itdife: the statewpent {s given correctly,

the lack is in thesahility of geople to
understatid. When Jgsus said to His.
disciples, my Father's kingdom, they

thonght He meant.a' iiteral kingdom:

when He sald the k}n%dom ol-heayen is

not of earth they still-dig not know what-
kind of & kingdom He gnegnt; when he

said the kingdom™of hea¥en is within

you, they ttei'e” uttarly 'unable t even

form o conjecture as\to what it might
mean. ot .

So when_gpirits -deglare their states,
their conditions, "their’ suvroundings
when they épeak o, jou of thelr habita-
tions; theit plivsuits, of allthat they de,
you wish to miake somo{g’guersl applica-
tion-to something, }igeFpl-to make ita
literal kingdom, &.physical land like
this earth,and dividg it 0 into quarter-C
sectiony” whicl'can he inhabited, and, if
negds Be; to conforik to your understand-
Ing, bedivided up by railways, and each:
alternate sectiont beowned. by the rail-
-ways. . L '»‘f-, ¥ L ] _ L ."..'

“THE SPIRITS DWELLING—WHERE? *
. The spiri’s -divelling. is whernrer the
spirit's-atiructitns “are,.vand that one
state; first anidlast; you eauSearcely un-

gy and fo spread the mantle of its beautyJ
Y

derstand. If it be in the habitation
that you eall your mortal home; if it be
the chair the spirit occupied in the ma-
terial formj if 1t be beside the loved one
who longs for th e physical presence
more and more; if it be in the pursuifs
that fill your daily life, it is not becuuse
the spirit loves the pursuit, but because
the spirit loves you; and if it be ina
larger sense in the companionship of
‘those who are also in spirit-life, who as-
sociate with your loved ones, forwming a
loving ‘company that dwell together,
you still would fasten your dwelling to
some particular star or point in space,
and make it a certain number of miles
from the surface of the earth, and huve
it made of boards, stone or brick in
order to undevstand it. Never mind;
spirits teach according to your state;
as you build block houses for babes; you
teach them A while you are building
u house, and B while you are making a
miniature earth, and C while you are
making something else, and while
they are growing gradually the
terins and knowledge of the aipbabet
enter their minds, take possession and
become o language, then they know all
their block houses were only stepping-
stones to the lunguage: aufter u time
when they are grown-up children in the
very large human scuse they undevstand
that language is only a term, the ex-
pression of an idea: that in the building
of block Jouses, the using ol letters,
and the learaing of words, the construe-
tion was simply a process 1o arrive at
that which would convey an ides. All
these states have been passed’ through
in Spiritualism, they are being experi-
enced gvery day: some ure in the block-
house stuge, yet others have passed be-
vond it and are learning sowme of the
lotters and terms: but the great lan-
zuage of the skiesis 1o convey the one
thought—that spirit lives are according
to spiritual states, not according $0 ma-
terial states: and there is no meas-
ure of any material thing that will meas-
ure the state of the Spirit-world. But
the measure of your spirits here gnd
now, what you think and feel are the
pulsations of your real lives: these are
already your spiritual dwellings, these
are those dwellings that are eternal and
not made with hands.

Over, and over. and ovér, must the
lesson be told, while children grow to

bloek-house letters took their place in
their minds, the thought at last expands
to fuller meanibg. Teach the Rule of
Three, it is not understood, bye and bf'e
the mind grasps it, bears it slong on its

J mathematical journey, solves problems

with it,but does not make it the rea)
life of the mind, so in these spiritual
dwellings: oh, how airy, how spacious,
how roomy, how wonderful they ave!
The construction of the human form,
the dwellings which you call your habi-
tations, have no semblance to these, un-
less the mind in that state fashionsthe:n
for itgelf. But all that dreams are made
of, all subtile processesthat the thought
can conceive of: the passing to and {ro
withoyt the "intervention of solid sub-
stance, all the divine and wondrous pow-"
ers that fasten the spirit by laws of love
and attraction to some soul, these are
unknown, : )

1f the Spirit-world were material it
could easily be described: all travelers
journeying thither would give somewhat
of the same outlines, you would have
maps and charts,- as you have maps of
South America and, India; you know
where the Alps and Andes are: you
koow.the course of the rivers, whether
they are as long as the Mississippi or as
wide as the wopdrous Amazon. You
have nothing of this kind of the heaven,
the celestial charts of the clairvoyants
do not suflice to fix and fusten the spir-
ual geography in the human mind. =~ 7

There is no spiritual geography: there
is no spir&tuu[) geology: there is no
spiritual chemistry: theve is no astrono-
my, all these things are material, they
are known in’spirit-life to have their
uses in time and sengg; they are great
and fill the measure™of human knowl-
edge while here. But the realm of the
apirit is & realm of its own, its powers
and possessions its own:what it recembles
you may ooly ‘know by measuring it by
itself, and if you measureit by the stand-
ard of theé senses you will fail utterly;
but if sometimes imaterial forms are
used to illustrate spiritual mneanings: if
sometimes to reach your small spiritual
stature or perception the spirits descend
to the consciousness of matter as they
once posseesed it,it is only as a stépping-
stone that leads you onward.

The dwelling-place of the spirit is not
the dwelling-place of the dead at all, for
the spirit.is life, the spiritis love, the
gpirit is truth, the spiritis knowledge;
in proportion as these are uafolded
the spirit has its dwelling: in pro-
portion as these are not unfolded the
spirit is”in the shadow of the death
of the senses.

You are living in the dwelling places
of the dead in that degree that your spir-
itual knowledge is not unfo)ded. Yon-
der palace in which there may be gleam-.
ings of lights that rival the stars, sounds
of music enrapturing as the sounds of
the spheres, forms of loveliness that
seem o rival the forms of angels, may
be a dwelling-place of the dead, but in
the light of the soul in that heaven
which is all perception of the enrapt-
ured presence of the loved ones
whom you thought dead there is
neither touch, nor sight, nor any phys-
{cal sense, but the garvading heart rec-
ognition of my loved one who lives and
agides with me—within me. . Lo

All that there is of you is your love;
take that human love, and all that ren-
ders it divine,away, and there is nothin
in life but & mere glitter, a pasteboar
existence, & miniature; it is like the

ainted dolls that you offer your chil-
Eren compared to living forms. ’

The dwelling-places of. the epirits are
within' the innermost that- you love;
arvound, above, beneath, where you may
be, of, In groups or families they come
to minister to you with words of love.
and - kindness. Into your states they
may enter, finding the splrits that ave
imprisoned {mortals in_the bondage of
death).” Why should they be limited?
Why should any atmpsphere or stale in
space hold them,; when their raiment is
-waven of the fine thoughts of the spirit,
when their habitations are upbuilded

-} avound them by their own lives? Foolish

and vain is every ladder with which
‘man -attempts; materially, to ¢limb to
beaven. - That :which Jacob saw. in the

understand its meaning; while formerly |

vision was & ladder let down from
heavdn by’the angels to lead him to
their condition; but no man ever built a
pyramid, dome, spire, or any building,
80 high that it was any nearer to heaven
than the lowliest cot on earth; nor does
the loftiest mountain pesk gleaming,

lowing and shining in perpetual sun-
ight have any more of the celestial
light than you may have in a garret, in
dungeon, or in-g cellar, where the pure
heart is uplifted in prayer.

Dwelling-places your spirit friends
have not, but they dwell within the
hearts they love, in the lives that they
lead and governin the lofty themes that

ossess them.  Not only is the lnfinite,
iternal life that beams upon “them
greater than suns and worlds, greater
than all the enrapturing visions depict-
ed in the city of the New .lerusulem: but
one thought of an anvel ministering
unto & soul in bondage is more full of
splendor than all the pictured heavens
of the puradise of Mohdmmed, the Nir-
vana of the Buddhist, the literal heav-
ens of the Christian; or the muaterial
Spirit-world of many Spiritualists,

The following impromptu poem was
giyen by the guides—the subject being
suggested by a member of the audience:

THE FREEDOM OF THE SOUL.
You cannot imprison the sun's pure
light,

Though one ray may be held in the

blooming lower,
For evermorce from that fountain bright

A million rays assert their power;
Though one’ may slecp in the diamond’s

bed,

Another be hidden in the ruby bright,
There are all the wouders of heaven in-

stead.-

There burst ten Jnillion new rays of

light. :
You cannot imprison a human thought;

When once it bursts its fetters 'tis

gone,
Whether with beauty or sadness fraught

Still on and on it floateth alobg:
Though it may rest in the heart of love,

Though it may find no acceptance

here, .
That open thought still ever will move

Forever from the soul',. own atmos-

phere.

/
You cannot imprison a living soul, .
Though the spirit may seem to be sti-
fled here, .
It forever seeks its eternal goal,
Relusing the night of the mortal
sphere;
Bodies]ure dead, and the dwellings of
cla,
Are tm{v pervaded by one small beam;
Like the small boam of light whose all-
potent ray :
May quiver and dance on a darkened
stream;

But who can say that the sou(is en-
chained;
Who shall declare that the dust can
v hold .
Any portion of that which is named
" The light of the soul, its all-burnished
gold?
-Nay, ltl;_s only. the fluttering pinion ot
ife, .
Ounly the small plume dropped from
- its wings,
Only a glance, a glimpse of earth's
strife, :
Only.the shadow of Lethean springs:
But the soul mounts and quivers on pin-

ions of light - ,
Aware of its freedom, aware of its
might
Eternal; only a moment of shadow is
ere
Of darkness engulfed in the external

gloom,
But the light all-eternal, and blessed
add clear,
Banishesdarkness, displaces the tomb:
And out of the shadow of earth and of
time
The soul chants its anthems free, eud-
less, sublime. ’ -

BENEDICTION,

Out of the dwelling-places of the dead
may your thoughts arise uuto where,
within the immortal life, the living
abide in the soul's paradise, Amen,

\- Positive Testimony.
T

0 MHE EDITOR:—In THE PROGRESS-
1VE TRINKER of May 2, Mr. Robert
White, Jr., makes some sweeping asser-
tions, and he does not care whom it may
disturb. Itis this: “There is not one
medium who practices in this line {ma-
terialization) that does not have para-

hernalia or a confederate, and some
‘have both,” In regard to this assertion,
if the editor were to publish all the con-
tradictions that might be given, the col-
umns of THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER
would not hold one-tenth part“of them.
I have had full-fortn materializations
of at least two members of my own fam-
ily, and many others of both sexes, in
my own parlors, in a cabinet constructed
by myself, and through two, three and
four genuine mediums, when fraud was
impossible on account of strict test con-
ditions. Thave been astndent of spirit-
ual phenomena (not “‘psychic science™)
for lorty-eight years. I never ‘went
hunting for frauds, and never got hny.
The phenomena were witnessed during,
twenty years past. Ido not doubt that

many frauds have been perpetrated u
on unwary investigators, but the frauds
are less numerous than people gener-
ally are led to belleve, henever or
wherever I see a fraud I shall be swift
to expose it. I do not care to give names
of genuine mediums whom I believe to
be above suspicion, but they are easily
attaigable, and as Rev. J. Minot Savage
“I think I know® that scores of

| materialized forms that I have seen and

felt and talked with were veritable facts,
not fancy. C. H. MATHEWS,

Sentenced to Death by the Bible.

In the case of John Jones, of Anba,
Ill., sentenced to be hanged for the mur-
der of Mrs. Mendenhall, it seems that
the jury which convicted him steod for
ore night eight for hanging apd four
for life imprisonment. The next morn-
ing one juror, of a relifious turn -of ;
and, sent out by the bailiff for a Bible,
which was taken into the jury-room and
& sermon delivered from the law of
Moses, whereupon the jury returned a

Jones will now go beforer Governor Alt-

of Moses, and if he will not commute

aow
.

verdict of hanging. The attorneys for |
geld and see what he thinks- of "the law |

Janes’ sentence to & life imprisonment, |

A SPIRIT IDENTIFIED,

Her Own KRemarkable Psychio
Experiences,

Mrs. J— an intimate acquaintance
of the writer, was one of those skeptics
who would believe her intimate friends
on any oceasion, except when they were
relating their experiences in the invess
tigation of Spiritualismn.  Just why
some people think their friends liars
when discussing Spiritualism, having
found them truthful on all other sube
jeets, I never could understand.

For thirty years this lady has persiste
ently combated all the evidence given
her on the subject, urguing that *if
others can get these manifestutions,
why not 1" She refused to go to ges
ances or (o a medium to investigute, but
abouta year ago [ advised her to sit and
investigate for hersell, having veuson to
.b(zpeve that she wus unusually mediume
stle.
the house but herself, she secretly fole
]o»ycd the instructions, and after the
third sitting, as she alterward told me,
she obtained automatic writings, which
a week laterdeveloped into strange, fan-
tastic pictures. At lirst beautiful flows
ers and plants were given, although the
medium had never attempted drawing
in her normal state, and later rocks,
trees und wountuins were made which
had the appearance of being composed
of human forids and fuces, reminding
one of Dore's illustrations in Dante's Ine
ferno. She at once sdmitted tha
“"theve wus something in i1, but still
would.uot believe further than her own
experience, Luter she ‘became claire
voyant and passed through the trance
}Jhase, but becuuse she was deceived by
ler automatic writing on several occae
slons she tried to lay the whole series of
phenomena 1o her own mind or *“sub-con-
scious self,”

But a surprise was in store for her,
One day she was calling upon a neigh-
bor, who is clairvoyant to a remarkable
degree, but who does not go before the
Eu lic as 4 medivm on account of her

ealth., The neighbor was suddealy.
controlled by Mrs, J—-'s sister, who
passed over nearly forty years ago, and
received a very pleasaut message, but
as it gave nothing except what the mes

convinced. However, after the control
left she stood by the side of Mr. J—,
and the medium, seeing her clairvoyante
ly, gave an excellent description of her,
ending by saying that the lady ape
peared t0 have either a large black
spot on the left side of her face and
neck, ov else there wasa cavity there,
Now. the circumstances, as related to
me by Mes, J— ure as follows: Near-
ly forty years ago, when her sister
passed out of the form, herself and huse
.band sat up with the corpse until morns
Ing, when it was discovered that after
her transition a large black spot had
formed on the left side of the face, pass.

also sunken under the spot, which would
have given it something of the appears
ance of a cavity to the medium. Of
course the lady does not wear this spot
in spu'itﬁbheres, but psycologically im»
pressed it upon the medium for the pur-
pose of identification. The only living
witnesses of this strange phenomenon of
forty years ago are Mr. and Mprs. J—,
both of whom were present when the
test was given. The circumstance had
never been related by them. neither had

the test was given like & flash of light-

was 4 German lady and had never met
Mrs. J— but once or twice before give
ing the test,

mother, who passed to Spirit-}ife in
Ne\y York many gears ago—such a de-
scription as would have been impossible
had she not seen her.

Of course Mrs. J. is a skeptic vn a
future life and spirit return no more.

It wearies me to be obliged to give
this evidence to prove that which has
been proven millions of times before,
but I suppose we shall be obliged to
keep at it until peoplg/get hinking
for themselves.  ERNEST S, GREEN.

San Diego, Cal. , . :

- CHILDREN.

Come to me, O, ye children,
For I hear you at vour play,

And the questions that perplexed me
Have vanished quite away.

Ye oﬁen the eastern windows
That look toward the sun, ~ -
Where thoughtsgre singing swallows
And the brooks of morning run.

shine, :
In your thoughts the brooklets flow,
But in mine is the wind of autumn
And the first fall of the snow.

Ah, what would the world be to us

f the children were no more?
We should dread the desert bahind us
Worse than the dark before.

What the leaves are to the forest,
With light and sir for food,

Ere their sweet and tender juices
Have been hardened into wood,

That to the world are children,
Through them It feels the glow
Ofw brighter and sunnier climate

Théan reaches the trunks below,

Corﬁe to me; O, ye children,
And whisper in my ear '
What the birds and winds are singing

Eor what are all our contrivings -
And the wisdom of our books

Ye are better thanall the ballads
That ever were-sung or said,
For ye are living poetns,
And all the rest are dead. - ..
h .Y LONGFELLOW:

T merson, .

mythology.—

ing down upon the neck. The flesh had.

they thought of iv for many years, until.

ning from a clear sky.‘ The medium-

Science surEaszs.a's the'old” miracles of
D [ '; A

How a' Stubborn Skeptic ™
- Was Convinced. ' -

When everyone was absent from -

dium might have found out, she was not

During the same visit the medium -
gave Mr. J—— a vivid description of his

In your hearts are the birds and the sune -

In your sunny atmosphere. ; .. . ¢

When compared with young catesses =
And the gladnebs of your-looks?” ' )
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