
f VC/ "7k J ->s~i )
f

 The Present Age.
%   1    - -   

$2.00 PER YEAR. "EEP.OR IS MORTAL AND CANNOT LIVE. TRUTH IS IMMORTAL AND CANNOTDIE." INADVANCE.

Vol. H. KALAMAZOO,MICH., SATURDAY, JANUARY 15, 1870. No.31.

poetry.

ENDLESS MISERY.

BY A. B. MOORE.

Let those who believe in God's partial love.
Speak never again of heaven above !
For if endless woe is true, as they tell,
'Twill surely change that heaven to hell!

For who could be happy in heaven, and know
That father, and mother, and children must go
To regions of misery, there to remain,
With "serpents" and "devils," and never again
Enjoy the calm sunshine, thakpeace of the soul,
Which reaches from God, and encircles the whole
Of creation's domain, from the East to the West,
All mortals to save, and all sinners to bless.

What husband or wife in heaven could dwell,

Whose companion of earth, was wailing in hell 1
What father could Titv, in tfaat " ocean of fire,"

A daughter thus doomed to miseriesdire,
Forever to burn in that dark, seething flood,
And yet believe the truth, that God can be good 1

What mother could dwell in heaven content,
And yet see her child in a hell of torment,
E'er surrounded by "devils" and dark demons grim,
On oceans of sulphur forever to swim,
With sharp-pointed spears and torches of fire
To scourge the poor soul with infinite ire,
And not cry aloud with anguish of heart,
My God ! from thy heaven, 0 let me depart ?
With my fond, doting child, 0 God, let me dwell,
For thy heaven to me is worse than a hell!

The angels in heaven, the saved and the blest,
Could never be happy, and never at rest,
While one single soul is condemnedto remain
in a region of woe, forever in pain.
Is the God of all truth such a being as this,
To create some for misery, and others for bliss t
To form man of the dust, to make him a worm,
And then cast him to hell forever to burn ?
To make him imperfect, and subject to sin,
And then make a hell to e'er keep him in ?
To give him an agency, making him free,
To be what he knew he never could be 1
So send him a Savior, imperfect t® save
All mankind that die and pass to the grave ?

Such are the creeds that mortals have believed—
Such are now taught, and as truth received !
AH Nature, and reason, and Scripture declare
Such tea«hings are false, wherever they are ;
While endless misery is ever an error.
And creeds that teach it, eternal terror.
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CHAPTER V.

I am the Doubter and the Doubt.—Emerson.

William and Hannah Tilghman were Qua-

kers from their birth, as were their parents

before them ; but it had come to pass that

they were skeptical Quakers, especially Wil-

liam; indeed, William was sceptical on all

subjects that would not bear analysis or dis-

section. Nothing was too sacred for his in-

tellectual criticism. "If it will not bear

criticism—willnot stand the test of reason,"
he would say, "then it is good for nothing,

and should be thrown overboard. Intellect

is a spark of divinity in the human—it is

God's best gift to man—it is a light to light-

en the darkness, and surely should be well

trimmed and ready for use on all occasions,

and on all subjects."
• William was called by some of his Quaker

acquaintances "the Doubting Brother," by

others, "the Infidel Quaker,' the latter ex-

pression being often applied to him by Isaac

Carman, in pleasantry, when William expres-

sed doubt or disbelief on certain subjects.
Hannah was naturally religious, naturally

spiritually-minded, or in Quaker phraseology,
"a tender one." She had imbibed enough

of the spirit of Quakerism to disregard forms,

even the forms and fashions of the Friends.
Their dress to her was a matter of taste rath-

er than of religious duty: drabs, greys, and

browns were modest colors ; but blue, pink,
and even red, were equally as good and pious;
were not the flowers dressed in the latter col-
ors? "Thee" and "thou" were certainly of
the singular number ; and "you" of the plu-
ral ; but the latter pronoun was at present
used to one person and to all persons; and

was not now, as in the olden time, a distin-
guishing mark between poverty and wealth,
or plebeian and patrician. Entertaining these
views, it sometimes came to pass that Hannah
deviated so far from Quaker discipline as to

use the plural pronoun to one person ; yes,
and even yet farther and more heinious than
this—Hannah, the "tender one," did some-
how, when she did not know the first name
of some one, say Mr., Mrs., or Miss, as the

case might be. She moreover believed in
music, both vocal and instrumental, regard-
ing its prohibition as a retrograde step on the
part of the Quakers.

She listened to all William's skeptical crit-
icisms with not only respect, but apprecia-
tion ; for she liked his logical, energetic
mind ; it struck a wavering, though differ-
ent, chord, in her own quiet,® clear intellectu-
ality. Yet there was in Quakerism much
that found a ready response in her own soul—
much that she regarded as Divine truth, be-
cause of this response, and not because of
any'desertions made by herself or others, from
known facts.

This being their respecitve mental condi-
tions, William and Hannah had looked over
the high wall which surrounded Quakerism
to the flowery fields beyond, and had even
stepped into the green pastures that stretched
away to the horiion. There they had espied
the Vegetarian ohurch, had become acquaint-
ed with the minister and his wife, had some-
times attended his public services, had visited
his hom# and talked with him on religion and

other topics—so that we now find them firm
friends, enjoying each other's society, though
greatly differing in religious views, their
point of agreement being a high appreciation
of that which should be the vital and funda-
mental principle of all creeds, sects and par-
ties, viz : Truth, in one or another of its di-
vers forms.

The minister and his wife, who had return-
ed from A , well pleased with their visit
to Mrs. Allston, with whom they had spent
a very pleasant evening in conversation with
her and her friends, now called on Hannah
and William Tilghman, to whom they gave
an account of their visit. They were not a
little surprized to learn that William and
Hannah were acquainted with Jane.

"I love her, Doctor," said Hannah ; "she
has been here several times, and I love' her
more and more every time ; I know thee will

like her, and so will thee, mother Meredith ;
she and my William there, (laughingly,) have
long talks on ' 'What isTruth ?" Jane is so sin-
cere-so discreet, I just =vant to take her in my
arms and kiss her ; were I a man, I would
run away with her, would I not, Ponto, (ad-
dressing her dog, on which the animal jump-
ed with delight at the referenee made to him
by his mistress.) He is a sensible dog, I as-
sure thee, Doctor."

"What a demure little Quaker !" said the
minister as she finished ; this made the smile
on their faces open into a laugh.

''We must see her," said Mrs. Merideth ;
"and now, as it is evening, suppose thee and
William accompany us to Mr. Isaac Car-
man's?"

To this proposition there was a ready ac-
quiescence ; and while they are on their way,
let us, a la Mephistophiles, look into Mrs.
Carman's nursery.

On that day she had returned from a long
journey undertaken to see after a legacy of
two thousand • dollars recently left her by a
relative ; she had taken off her bonnet and
shawl, and was carrying them in her hand,
when she met Jane on the stair-landing, near
the nursery. How does thee do, Jane ?
Have the children been good ? how much
sewing has thee done ? Finished Lucretia's
Alpaca dress?" "Yes," "Baby's frock ?
"Yes," And the children's shirts? "Yes."
Why, thee's been real smart. Now I'll tell
thee what I am going to do: I can't let thee
leave me ; I want just such a person as thee
is in my family ; I have had $2,000 left me ;
I've just been to see about it; I hate the
new law that's been passed ; a husband can't
get money left his wife, she has to go herself ;
it's all a bother and nonsense. I'll tell thee
what 1 am going to do : I'm going to give

t thee more money for working for me."
Her blue eyes looked so bright, and a be-

nevolent smile rested on her whole face. At

I such moments Jane always felt the charm of

her countenance.
"I'm going to give thee a dollar a week !"

Then she paused and took breath, looking
i) at the same time in Jane's face.

r "Thee'll stay with me, won't thee?" she
^ asked with the confidence of a person who

[ had made a superior offer.

t "No, Mrs. Carman, I can't stay with you ;
II 1 have made arrangements to leave very

soon."
' "Thee has ! Going to get married ?

"No."
3r

Here she bounded into the nursery and

closed the door with more emphasis than
£

dignity.
10 Jessie, who had called to see Jane, was in
s" the nursery. After greeting her children,

she said with more than usual interest in hei

voice and manner, "Well, then, Jessio, what

does thee think of gaiter-binding?"
J" The "pretty Jessie" as she called her, "al-
,s> ways seemed to awake a tender chord in hei
's' heart whenever she appeared.
k" "I think I shall like itverymuch." I'n

glad to hear thee say so ? How many younj
folks are working there ?—I suppose quite f

s; number."
"Yes, eight."
"Why !" Mrs. Lycett must be making

money out of so many. Thee has had a long
walk, so stay here to supper, and J ane can
go part way home with thee. Jane has been
very smart while I was away. I suppose she
is dreaming of gaiter-binding, and fancy-

ing how she will have to make her fingers
go to get boa.ru and washing, and a dollar a

week over."
Jessie felt like saying "seventy-five cents,"

but Mrs. Carman espied the thought afar off,
and added, "yes, a dollar a week ; I just of-
fered her a dollar. Well, well ; I suppose
it's all right, and my hope is, that you may
be happy. I suppose I must look out for a
new sempstress ; but let me tell thee, child,"
she continued with emphasis, "thee and Jane
will have to stitch a great many gaiters to
earn $1.75, over expenses. "Here, is Isaac,"

she said, as her ear caught the sound of his

footsteps ; "what does he want ? I saw him
before I came up ?"

Isaac opened the door, saying as he looked
around the room, "where is Jane ?" "She's
putting away some things ; what does thee

want with her?" ''Hannah and William
Tilghman have called with Dr. and Mrs. Mer-
ideth to see her, and her sister Jessie."

"Go and tell her, Jessie," said Mrs. Car-

man ; "thee'll find her in the spare room."

Jessie was gone in an instant. "How light
her step is ! O she is smarter than Jane, I

know ! Jane always moves and looks as if
her thoughts were a thousand miles away."

Isaac made no reply to this remark of his

wife ; he said something about her journey,
and went down to the parlor with Jane and

Jessie.
Here Jane had first met William and Han-

nah Tilghman—two friends whom she and
Jessie had learned to prize ; here, for the
first time, they meet the minister and his
wife, and thus are commenced acquaintances
with individuals through whom influences are
brought to bear that will affect both Jane and
Jessie through all their after life. How
curiously woven is the web of destiny !

But other influences are just now pre-emi-
nent in their history, and with these we have
at present to deal; so let us not anticipate.

When Jessie had finished her apprentice-
ship, she was introduced by Mary Parker to
the foreman of the shoe establishment for
which she bound gaiters. Ten pairs of Mis-
ses' gaiters were given her for which she was
to receive the small sum of eight and ten
cents per pair.

Mary told her not to be discouraged at the
low price, as new beginners had always to
commence with small Misses' gaiters, but
by-and-by, when she had proved to the fore-
man that she was a good sewer and eould be
depended on, she would probably obtain
French lasting and Congress gaiters, which
would pay well, so that she could easily earn
four and five dollars per week.

So Jessie stitched, stitched, stitched, from
four in the morning until ten or eleven at
night ; but withal could earn only one dollar
and ten cents. Jane, however, added her
one dollar, on giving her which Mrs. Car-
man remarked, " I'll pay thee a dollar a
week anyhow, while thee is here and so
the close of the first week saw them with
ten cents over expenses.

Not a very cheering commencement; but
those two strong hearts despaired not, know-
as they did, that the most remunerative
work could not be expected as yet. So
Jessie must work and wait; meanwhile they
must beware of placing themselves in such a
position as to be unable to pay their board ;
so Jessie would work two weeks alone, and
see what could be done before Jane took any
steps to join her.

During the seeond week Jessie had earned
$1.50; but each day found her with an in-
creased cough, accompanied by slight fever ;
but she must bind her gaiters, as two dollars
must be paid for board ; so each morning as
the first glimpses of day-break made objects
in her room faintly visible, Jessie arose, and
applied herself to the Misses' gaiters of di-

vers hues. Occasionally, by great effort and
close application from four in the morning un-
til midnight, she could bind four pairs, which
gave her forty cents. Ardently did she de-
sire daily to perform this task ; but though
she rapidly acquired ability by constant effort,

there was a point to go beyond which was

impossible.
Thus three weeks had passed, when came

the very important question, what is to be

done !
" We will go from one establishment to

! another," said Jane, " and try what can be

obtained in the form of work. If we can
! have better kinds of gaiters, and enough to
1 keep us employed, I will leave Martha Car-

man's at once, and we will be together."
Jane was resolved to lighten Jessie's labor ;

r the cough and hectic flush on Jessie s face

filled her with anxiety and apprehension.
" Let us commence on Second street,"

said Jessie, "shoe establishments are very
^ numerous there; thee Jane, will ask for
1

work, as thee is the elder."

a " O, yes, of course ; leave all that to me,"
said Jane in a brave tone ; but her spirit
trembled within her, for she shrank from such

j. contact with the world; besides, this was a
new field for her.

[- Up one flight of stairs, then up another ;

r the foreman's room gained, Jane inquires

for work of a tall dark man, who replies in a

n careless tone; " we have enough girls to do
g our work, and don't need any more.'
a Half a block farther, and up three flights

of stairs; the proprietor a gray-headed

gentleman with a pleasant countenance, was

there himself ; one glance at him gave Jane

confidence as she asked :
" Do you require any gaiter binders,

sir?
" New business is it not, ladies?" he asked

kindly.
" Yes sir, it is."
" Well you must not be discouraged if

you do not meet with success immediately ;

gaiter binders are very numerous ; we have
more Misses' gaiters than any other kind,

and we only give our fine work to the more
experienced hands, I have several regular
hands for this, or I would with pleasure em-
ploy you."

" Stepping aside evidently undecided in his

mind about something, he asked to be excused

for a moment, then looked at his book, then

at some work, and finally taking up several

rolls of gaiters he came to them saying,
" Well ladies, I'll tell you what I will do : I

give twenty-five cents per pair for those black
[ gaiters, and I will give you five or six pair a

j week. They will pay much better than
. Misses'gaiters."
, Down the three flights of stairs they go,
. thinking that they will never forget the

gray-headed old gentleman who had spoken so
- kindly to them.
' One after another place was tried—upstairs

t —downstairs, to and from every shoe manu-
[ factory on Second street. "No!" "no!"

f " no !" " We have enough hands," or "call
' again," met them almost everywhere,
s " Never despair," said Jane to cheei
• Jessie, mentally including herself; "let us
3 try Market street; there are several stores

there."
l- One after another is entered, but nothing

gained except promises of Misses gaiters at y
eight and ten cents per pair. It was now near- b
ly night; they had been out all day, and had f(

tested the gaiter binding market thoroughly, a
Six pairs per week, at twenty-five cents each tl
were all they had obtained to better the pre-
sent. Down, down sank the spirits of Jane t(

and Jessie as sinks the" mercury in the ther- h
mometer by increasing cold. A sudden and h
heavy rain storm compelled them to take n
shelter in one of those broad stairways lead- a
to offices and other places of business. Pat- t:
ter, patter, fell the rain drops, and patter, -

patter fell something? analogous thereto on p
thd spirits of Jane and Jessie Allston; it
may be that all matter has a spiritual princi- 1;
pie, and that the spirit of the storm hid c
itself in the sorrow-ihadowed recesses of
their despairing hearts. ... § '

As they walkod aloifj'-the wet pavements n
and over swollen gutters, Jessie said, "come c
home with me, Jane, to Kensington first; don't t
let us go to Martha Carman's ; I don't want
her to see us in the ' slough of despond her a
questions and remarks just now would be
gall, I know."

So on they walked to Kensington; very little
was said; it was all dark, dark night to those
two ; Jane could see no way out of their dif- n
Acuities. Nevertheless there was a way, and
a light at a very little distance. 1

When nearly there Jessie's merry self be-
gan to come uppermost, and she talked cheer- t
fully, and even mirthfully, of the day's ad- e
ventures. " 0, dear !" she exclaimed, " how t
we are going along hanging our heads, feel- f
ing as if we had not one solitary friend ! how g
we have trudged upstairs and downstairs, ^
knocking at this door and that door, just like r
beggars! Poor mo! poor thee ! poor t
us!"

Jane laughed with Jessie, but it came from j
an aching heart. j

" Have we not a mother, I wonder?" con- (
tinued Jessie, "and have we not a brother
that would, if he knew what we were doing, j
leave College in an instant, and come and j
work for us] Now, I'm going to prophesy, ,
my little mother (Jessie often gave her sister
this pet name) : I am going to be wealthy

one day, and if I am then thee will, I'm (

sure ; then every sempstress, every gaiter-
binder and every woman that I know, who ,

wants work shall have it, and they shall not
run for it or beg for it. They shall have, too,

more than $1.10 per week for their work ;

they shall not stich, stich from four in the

morning until midnight for forty cents. I

wish I had the golden key to wealth ; I d

turn this world upside-down and right side
up in a twinkling. O, I m not sad ; I feel

like laughing at our taking it all so seriously ;

O, its only a dream to me ; it won t last long,

I know ; it is no part of me—no part of our

life; so I feel about it."

Jane smiled pleasantly on Jessie as she
rattled along ; it pleased her that her sister
could be happy in spite of circumstances.
When she had finished Jane said earnestly,
" Had I sufficient wealth, Jessie, I would try
to organize some plan by which woman, labor
and bread on this continent would be brought
into systematic relations, and the supply
made to equal the demand, both in regard to

labor and compensation."
Mrs. Pierson, the lady with whom Jessie

boarded, received them very kindly. She

was an elderly lady, with no children, having

buried her only child, a daughter, many years

a<*o. Her heart was warm and motherly ;
©

Jessie, she often said to her husband, was

such a nice little -thing that she could almost

love her as her own.
"Why, my girls," she said when she had

them seated in her comfortable parlor before
a nice warm fire, " what a long day you have

had of it! Jessie told me," said she, address-
ing Jane, "that you were going to see what
could be done about getting work ; what suc-

cess had you ?"
Jane was almost afraid to trust herself to

speak, she was so sad; but Mrs. Pierson drew
from her by degrees the history of the day,

their disappointment, what they desired re-

specting themselves, and finally, respecting
their mother.

What is your work at Mrs. Carman's?''
" Sewing. "

" What do you sew 1"
"Dresses, caps, bonnets, under-clothes,

anything that is to be done with the needle, "

replied Jane.
Is that so ! Why then, children let me

tell you that there is no need for you to be

sad; you can get enough to do and you can

make money too. Jane come here with Jes-

sie ; I will board you both for three dollars a

week ; the same bed-room will do for both,
and it will be no more trouble for me. Get
a piece of tin and have painted on it, " Dress-

making and plain-sewing done here, and put
it in the window there, and you will have just

as much as you can do. If you have not, then

I will not charge you for your board, Now,
' what do you say ? "

'
" 0, you are too kind ! " said Jane through

1
her tears; Jessie, too, wiped her eyes as she

sat looking into the fire.

"1 will speak to my neighbors and friends

J about it ; you will soon have more than yon

can do. "

3 Here Mrs. Pierson put on her bonnet and

. stepped across the street to the house opposite,
' In half an-hour she returned, saying, "I'v(

] been to Mrs. Taylor's over there, who has i

large family. I remembered hearing her sai

r she wished she could get some one to sew fo:
g her, so I thought I would see her at once
s She needs underclothes made for the children

she has materials for two dresses, and severa

g little frocks for the youngsters ; so she say

you can begin at once. Then I'm going to
buy a dress this week, and you can make that

for me. Don't work any longer for a dollar
a week ; it is an imposition ; two dollars is

the very least you should have."
Before leaving Mrs. Pierson's Jane decided

to remain no longer at Mrs. Carman's, who

had that morning said to her, " Thee can

leave now any time thee likes; Isaac has got
me a poor runaway slave ; I wonder they don't

all run away., Poor things ! " she parenthe-
tised ; " he got her at the abolition office here

—office of the Underground Railroad ; I sup-

pose thee has heard all about it ?''
While Mrs, Carman was talking, the mu-

latto—a girl about fourteen years of age—

came to the door, and looked in.
" Come in, come in ! " said Mrs. Carman;

"thee need not be frightened, there's no

masters or slaves North ; but thee must not go
out for six months',"or thy master might catch
thee ; it is dreadful to be a slave ! "

"Was thy master good to thee?" Jane

asked.
" Yes."
'' Why did thee run away ?
" I wanted to be free.
" What kind of work did thee do at thy

master's ?"
" Mind chicken's and wait on de young

ladies."
"Well, said Mrs. Carman, all thee will have

to do now is to attend to my children and do

chamber work. I'll show thee how to do ;

thee is free now, but thee must not go out

for six months. Then turning to Jane, she

said, "I don't want to hurry thee away ; I've

plenty of sewing ; I'll keep thee going six

months for that matter ; but if thee can bet-

ter thyself, thee can leave to day if thee likes.

Mrs. Carman had said this probably believ-

ing that she felt it; but when Jane returned

in the evening and told her she was prepared

to leave she felt greatly outraged.
"Leave to-morrow, does thee say! thee is an

impudent thing ! Conscientious, indeed ! thee

is conscientious ! I'd like to know what Isaac

will say of thee now—he thinks thee so won-

derfully good ! I do think men are blind."
" Did thee not say this morning that I

could go at any time ? ''

"Yes, I did, but I did not think thee was

go mean as to take mo at my word.
<. Thee ought to say what thee means."
" Thee is an impudent thing! "

Jane felt very good-natured. She onl;

smiled and asked: "Will it be any mor

convenient for thee if I leave next week in

stead of this ? as if so I will remain a week.'
"0 no ; thee can go to night, if thee likes

but a nice predicament thee is leaving
me in

a month would be something, for then the.

could teach that Maggie what to do when the<

is gone ; but if thee leaves in a week thei

can leave now."
So in the morning J ane left; an expresi

wagon was sent for and her trunks moved t<

the house of Mrs. Pierson. When Jam

bade farewell to Mrs. Carman, the latter

who was in a kindly mood, said to her, "the<

must call and see us often, Jane, I'll alwayi

be glad to see thee and thy sister Jessie

thee does not know how sorry I am to sei

thee go (wiping a tear). Thee must no

think of mo as mean or cross ; I have s<
many children, and so much to think about
thee might excuse me, Jane."

" Certainly," Jane replied, " don't thin]

about it, Martha; farewell!"
Jane and Jessie were now together, busil.

went the needle from dawn to dark; th
first week Jane earned $5, Jessie $1.50
0, how rich they felt !

Sunday came; it was indeed a day o
rest to Jane and Jessie. A cheering lette
was written home to their mother, giving ac
count of their success ; hope was very bright
it began to loom up betore them as an actua

' fact that their mother would soon be wit]
them ; week after weGk passed ; busily flcs
their fingers, Jane never earning les
than five dollars per week, though sometime
more.

" I will, I must work for mother," Jessi
would say when Jane insisted on her resting

. " let us all be together, then I will rest am
, grow strong."
' The hectic flush and night sweats were t

Jane's anxious heart omens that .she wonli
indeed rest folded in the bosom of mothe
earth, unless something eould be done imme
diately to restore her. Little comforts wer
purchased for Jessie, and all that Jane it

' her sisterly devotion could do for her, wa

done. " My little mother," Jessie wouli
frequently exclaim, " thee is so good! the

3 is too good !"
0 (_To be Continued.')

For the Present Age.
OPEN THINE EYES.

BY S. N. W.

I sat within a darkened room, I thought,

And murmured that it was so dark, while bright

Without the sun was shining ; glorious light!

I seemed to know it not, for yet I sought

To know, whence came this darkness, what had brought

tie there in such dense sloom, why had my sight,

Departed? murmuring still, [a luckless night]

X heard a voice ; it said, "Would'st thou be taught

Whence comes this darkness, and this bitter woe ?

It is for good, that man may thereby grow

Unto the light;" and then in glad surprise,

I said, and can it be, that this is so?

The answer, "If thou would'st indeed be wise,

If thou would'st see the light, open thine eyes."

Dec. 20th i860.

"A short time ago at a meeting held in
Elliott street school-room, Rochdale, the Rev.
Mr. Lewis, in the course of his remarks, said
that a circumstancethat had come under his
observation recently had afforded him much
pleasure and encouragement in his work. In
the course of his visiting the sick, ha had
a conversation with an invalid girl, who in-
formed him that Mr. Bright, when at his
Rochdale home, often came to read to her
from the Bible, and show her what the Sav-
iour so beautifully terms 'the way of life ,
'and,' added the woman, 'he does it as well as
a minister.' 'Why,' retorted the reverend gen-
tleman, isn't he a minister—the greatest min-
ister in England.' "

Fromthe Independent.

State Theology.

BY REV. SAMUEL T. SPEAR, D. D.

The term state, used in the political sense,
means any civil community, organized under
the forms of law : exercising, through some
governmental agency, legislative, judicial, and
executive powers ; being monarchical or re-
publican according to the form and manner of
vesting these powers in such agency ; and hav-
ing for its conceded sphere the definition and
defense of human rights, and the regulation of
human conduct, iii the relations of time, By
the term theologywe understand the science
of God, called natural or revealed in reference
to its sources ; embracing in its contents all
that is assumed to be known of the nature, at-
tributes, relations, purposes, and actions of
the Supreme Being ; consisting subjectively
in the opinions or beliefs, whether true or
false, which men hold in regard to God, and
hence as diverse as these opinions ; in its nat-
ural sequel involving all the forms, types, and

I expressions of religious worship, and in this
' sense having the character of an experimental
or practical theology ; and in reference to the
thoughts and hopes of men relating specially
to their duties and interests for another life.
Such are the elementary ideas of the two terms
which compose the title of this article.

Compounding these terms, and thus creat-
ing a state theology, we have theology at-
tached to the organic being and functions of
the body politic, forming an integral part of
its life, giving shape to its legislation, and reg-
ulating individual action through the agency
of civil law. We have theology with the
authority and powers of the state impressed
upon it and mingling with it. It is not an
abstraction without any forms or modes of life;
it is not the theology of individual conviction,
simply representing the aggregate of all the
opinions held by the people ; but it is the
state's doctrine or creed in regard to God,
when speaking or acting as a state. No oth-
er state theology has ever existed in our world,
and no other can exist. It is either a state
theology, or it is not such. The moment it is
a matter of individual conviction and choice,
untaught, unregulated, and untouched by the
state, and hence dissevered from it, and hence
again leaving the whole question to the pri-
vate judgement of each person, it ceases to
have the essential character of state theology.
It is then no part of the law of the land. All
then exercise their religious liberty, without
any constraint or restraint, disabilities or ad-
vantages, arising from civil law; thinking
what they please, and worshiping God accord-
ing to the dictates of their own consciences.

The natural and, as experience shows, th<jLiie natural anu, as buuwo, >

necessary result of such a state theology is, 1
either an absolute identification of church and 1
state, so that the powers of each b;come prac- 11
tically the powers of the other ;or such an inti- \1
mate legal union between the two that they I

' mutually act through each other. In the for-
e mer case the state is the church, and the church
- is the state : in the latter case they are for
' mally distinct as organisms, yet so related as
, to transfer their functions to each other. In
. pom lorms ecciesiasnciiiana civn jjunei* are

' blended to a greater or less degree.
6 The reader will see at a glance that tliis
B quesiton of state theology is really a very
3 grave matter. Who shall determine what

this theology shall be? whether it shall ^ be
g Atheistic, Deistic, Pantheistic, Pagan Jewish,

or Christian? and, if the last, then, whether
3 it shall be Calvinistic, Arminian, Trinitarian,
s Unitarian, Protestant, or Roman Catholic?
, State theology is a definite something, era-
3 bracing a certain number of dogmas, or it is

absolutely nothing. The propounder of this
3

definite something is, by the very terms of the
' case, the state itself; for the purposes in
9 question becoming a theological professor
t through the edicts of a king, or by the votes
() of those who represent a popular majority., There is no other possible way of having such
' a theolooy. It must exist, if at all, by the

action of the state defining it, and formally in-
k corporating it into its own life.

What shall the state do with its theology ?
There would seem to be but little use in hav-

^ ing it unless some use be made of it. All the
e reasons which demand its existence at all equal-
; ly demand that the state should put it

into effective action. Surely, if the

^ state has a right to construct a theology for

r itself then it has an equal right to be govern-
ed by it, and to govern the people by it.

7 The least that it can do with its own theology

J is to devise the ways and means of asserting,

^ perpetuating, and enforcing it. State patron-

v age, state power, and state administrations
s are its logical corollaries. That would, in-

deed, be a very queer state theology which
the state first adopts and legalizes into oeing,

0 and then leaves to shirk for itself. We ac-
. cept the conclusion that, if the state ought to
| have a theology, then it ought to use all the

means which are necessary to maintain and
administer it; and that, too, as against all

j opposing forces. We then go for putting it
into effect. The state should see to it that

1 not only the children in the public schools,
"

but also the adult population, should have its ;
theology, provided always tbat the care of ]

, theology is one of its proper functions,
n Moreover all this would be practically sim-

ple enough, whatever might be the fate of the
e F. & ,i  , :j! .11 *i.„
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thought exactly alike, and their common
thoughts were faithfully reflected by the state.
This, however does not happen to be the case,
never has been so, and we cannot reasonably
expect that it ever will be so. hat, then,
shall be done with those who dissent from the
theology of the state, who do not believe it,
and will not conform to its requirements?
This is a question with which the state is con-
fronted, which it must answer, and which it
generally does so answer as to involve some
principle of proscription or persecution. It is a

fact wide as the world that state theologies
have with great uniformity been "persecuting
theologies, sustaining and enforcing them-
selves by the power of the civil arm. Such
was the fact with the state theology of the
Jew in the days of Christ and his apostles ;
with that of the Romans for three bloody
centuries, and with that established by Con-
stantine ; and the same feature has marked
the state theology of the Roman Catholic and
the Protestant. We have the same fact in
the state theology of Mohammedanism and in
all the state theologies of the Pagan world.
The missionary efforts of the present age to
propagate Christianity among the heathen
meet with one of their most formidable ob-
stacles in state theologies ; and the same was
true of like efforts made in the apostolic age.
It is a general fact that the moment theology
allies itself with the state and commands its
powers it becomes persecuting in respect to all
who dissent from it—and that, too, whether
it be Pagan or Christian, Catholic or Protes-

tant. Such a result flows naturally from the
very theory of the case. The theology of
the state is a part of its organic law, to be
supported by its authority and power; and,
hence, heresy is a crime to be punished by
the state. So the state reasons, and that too
correctly, provided we accept the doctrine of
state theology. "Heresy and unbelief are
crimes—that's the whole of the matter ; and,
where the Catholic religion is an essential part
of the public laws of the land, they are pun-
ished as other crimes.' So says the" Shepherd
of the Valley, a Catholic paper published at
St. Louis ; and so Protestant state theology
has often said, and is likely to say wherever
it prevails.

We present, then, the history of the disa-
bilities, persecutions,and martyrdoms of ages
past, as the dire commentary of facts upon
this theory. In the presence of such a history*
we more than suspect that there is some rad-
ical mistake in the very doctrine itself. It
certainly has proved itself a malign enemy to
'religious liberty and the rights of conscience,
as vested in individual minds. The plain

i truth is, religion is always a question between
\ the individual himself and his God and no
theology of the, state can settle it for him, or
determine how he shall settle it. It may load
him with its curses in the name of God ; but
it cannot reach his soul or govern its spiritual
movements. State theology, in its relation
to the individual mind, is not only a gross
usurpation, but a natural impossibility, ex-
cept by the mere law of force.

Christianity, as a matter or fact, has pros-
pered most when it has had least to do with
the state, and the state least to do with it.
For the first three centuries it was the theolo-
gy of individual conviction, holding no other
relation to the state than that of a persecuted
religion, and doing its entire work by the use
of spiritual means ; and then it was that it
spread with a purity and power that have
never been equaled. Afterward it became a
state theology : and then, in the hands of the
state, it was not enly corrupted and half pag-
anized, but became itself a persecuting relig-
ion. All the persecutions of the Romish
Church have their basis in state theology.
Be it remembered tbat the state is not inspir-
ed, and hence that it can furnish no guaranty
for the correctness of its theology. It can
show no warrant from God to propound the
true religious doctrine. It is, at best fallible
and often exceedingly corrupt. Unless God
shall be pleased to inspire the state, or send
archangels to earth to administer its affairs,
we think it best for religion and best for the
world that the state should mind its own bus-
iness, andleave theology to the individual con-
victions and private judgements of men.

The structure of this government, both
state and national, is built upon the wise
principle of excluding all religious tests and
all establishments or prohibitions of religion
by civil authority. It neither affirms nor
denies any doctrine in respect to God. It
commands no duty as a religious duty. It
deals with the people as citizens, and leaves
out of view entirely the question as to what
sect of religionists they belong, or whether

V .1 • o -„ C' - ' C- —- -> 

ican principle iu respect to the sphere and
functions of civil government; and would
to God that it were as universal as the race
and permanent as time ! We have been not
a little astonished at the position taken by
some who have participated in the recent
discussion of the school question. A large
part of the argument of Messrs. Ramsey,
Sage, and King before the court in Cmcin-
nati means, if it means anything, that Protest-
ant Christianity is a state theology in this
country. Others who have written on the
subject plant themselves squarely upon the
principle that the state should have a theolo-
gy ; and in this respect they unwittinglv ally
themselves with all the religious despotisms
that have ever existed among men. Have
they well considered the tremendous overturn-
ing of American society, and the utter rever-
sal of the best antecedents of our political
history, which are involved in the adoption
and application of their theory? What do
these gentlemen mean ? In a moment of in-
tellectual rashness, fired by a zeal that would
be better if it were wiser, they have commit-
ted themselves to a principle which has
in all ages .been the enemy of religious
liberty a principle against which heroes
have fought, on whose cruel altar
martyrs have bled, and whose historic enor-
mities are sufficient to startle the world; a
principle that never did anything for Chris-
tianity but to corrupt and weaken it as a mor-
al power; a principle which the political

| fathers who organized this government swore
before high Heaven should never rule this land.

We design in this article to place on record
an earnest protest against the whole theory
of state theology from top to bottom, any-
where and everywhere ; and that, too, wheth-
er it be applied to men, women, or children
The history of the world shows that the state
can do religion no favor so great as that of
simply letting it alone. It asks no favor at
its hands. It wants not its patronage. It
cannot accept its authority without serious
injury. Let the state take good care of the
citizen in his rights as a man ; and, the citi-
zen being thus cared for, the religionist will
have all that he needs. Going beyond this,
the state passes out of its province, and al-
ways does vastly more evil than good.

Let it be granted, as we do most cheerfully
grant, that a sound theology in the heads and
hearts of the people is a very important and
much-needed influence in relation to civil gov-
ernments; and it does not follow that the state
is the proper party to take care of this theolo-
gy—to define it, teach it, support it, or en-
force it, or in any way organize it into the
ferms of effective life. Those who set up the
proposition [and this seems to be the sum of
their argument] that religion is essential to
morality, and morality essential to good gov-
ernment, and hence that the state must have a
theology to give to people, are guilty of a log-
ical non sequitur. The truth of their premise,
even if granted, does not by any means prova
the truth of their conclusion. It may b?
[facts prove that it is so] that the state will
receiove the largest contribution of morality
founded upon religion when the latter is left
entirely to the educational influences of the
family and the church: and, if so' then state
theology is not only a superfluity, but a posi-
tive damage to the best interests of the com-

monwealth. We totally deny the proposition
which directly or indirectly commits the ad-
ministration of things spiritual to the state.
The government of the state is for this world,
and in relations which begin and end in time,
and for no other. It is quite enough for the
state to preside over things temporal,here ex-
ercise its authority, and administer all its
functions, without attempting to take the eare

. 1 of souls in their relations to God.
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GOOD FROM EVIL.

Joy ripens where the days make night
With bitterest draughts of sorrow;

Hope leaps to meet the dancing light
That ushers in the morrow.

Thro' clouds, and tears, and angry fears.
Dead hopes and fruit untasted,

The resurrected spring appears,
Unheralded, unhasted.

We gather flowers too soon to reap
The harvest's glad fruition;

We blight the fairest hope, then weep
To find it but a vision.

And yet the rainbow's silver sheen
Is born of many a sorrow,

And fields that glow in living green
And slumbering in the morrow.

Each star that's lost, and dream that cost
Such anguish in its going,

But build a bridge of gold across
The river's sullen flowing.

These dark, lone days are God's good ways
Revealingsunny places ;

Life's dying years have many tears
Yet cloud they angel faces.

Come on, then, toil, and fear, and pain.
That bar the goldenportal;

Through suffering, garner we the grain—
Through death become immortal.

Religion and the Bible in the Schools.

The agitation of this subject is extending,
and now bids fair to enter into the thoughts
of the people, more than ever before ; some-
what to the annoyance of the pretestant
sects, who have had the entire moulding and
training of the children and youth of this
country. This discussion, too, is awakening
enquiry as to the book itself, and its claims
as an infallible and final revelation from God,
and a true record of his dealings with mankind.
If the Bible could be placed in our schools
standing alone upon its own merits, but few
would object. The objection entertained by
progressive minds, may be found in the fact
that nearly all our schools are under the con-
trol of the sects of Protestantism, who ac-
company the reading of the Bible with their
peculiar religious instruction, urging it upon
the youthful mind as an infallible book, and
as authority to be unquestioned by every hu-
man soul. Aside from this, few care to spe-
cially oppose. The main objection to our
common schools, is to be found in the fact,
that although intended for secular instruction
alone, they have been perverted from the true
idea, and are being used for sectarian pur-
poses and the advance of the orthodox faith.
This can not be denied, in fact it is now
claimed to be their rieht and dutv to do so.
All understand how easily the youthful mind
is influenced in almost any direction, particu-
larly in the religious. To illustrate this, we
give the following, which we find in the Jfes/-
ern Christian Advocate, the leading organ
of the Methodist church—We think the ar-
gument a very good one, for a Protestant,
with* his abhorrence of Romanism, and we
ask in all consistency, will not the same argu-
ment hold good for the Catholic, who in sin-
cerity, and with equal earnestness opposes
Protestantism. And again, we ask, if the
same argument will not apply with eqaal
force and power to the Spiritualist who stands
equally opposed to both, and who sends his
children to school for the purpose of acquir-
ing not a religious, but a secular education ?
To illustrate our ideas, we present the com-
plaint made by our Methodist friends :

Shall Rome hare Otu- Children ?

BR REV. R. H. DAYLESS.

I called upon a family tlie other day, and learn-
ed that a boy about sixte3n, a member of the family,
had been attending a Roman Catholic school for a
few months:—only about six, and was already firm in
the belief of transubstantiation, and that the priest
can pardon sin. He had told his father a few days
before that all the world could not move him from
those convictions. The father is not a Christian,
but is a decided Protestant, and was very angry at
the discovery of his son's conversion to Komanism.
Anger after the fact, however, is not as powerful to
prevent this calamity, as discretion before. The
boy is lost to Protestantism, at least for the present.

1 had met other cases similar to this, and was con-
siderably impressed by this new discovery, for it
confirmed the idea already in my mind that every
Protestant child U'ho goes to a Somish school, is drawn
away, in whole or in part, to the Romish faith. This
may be a little too strong, but there is no exception
to it, so far as my own observation extends.
* * * * * * *

Some students by constant fighting, might resist
these powerful influences and come out unscathed,
but those who would do it are few.

"But how about the pledges that religiousopin-
ions of students shall not be meddled with 1"

He answered : No direct effort is made, perhaps,
but, for the sake of order—a little Jesuitism you
see—for the eake of order, students must be present
at religious services, listen to are marias, invocation
of saints, and guarded expressions of Romish opin-
ions, until, little by little, they become accustomed
te these things ; and thus, by processes wholly con-
cealed from the students themselves, they are led
away by imperceptible stages, until ono day the pa-
rents are horrified to find their children Romanists."

"And so," I said, "they always succeed."
"Yes," said he, "and they always will succeed,

if children are put thus into their power, and I am
astonishedbeyond measure, that Protestants do not
penetrate their designs and methods, and see the
danger."

And it is plain, from this showing, that the proba-
bility that a student will pass any considerable time
in a Roman Catholic institution and not become
wholly or in part a Catholic, is very small. It is
not in human nature, at the student time of life, to
resist the combination of influences-which Jesuitical
priests and nuns understand so well how to use. One
might as reasonably hope to live in Iceland and not
feel the cold. Sleepless vigilance : tireless work ;
fanatical zeal, concentration upon one point; meth-
ods as secret as they are intense ; these are the
means used by men and women, the ablest in the
church, and as artful as they are able to win to their
faith the young and unsophisticated children, whom
Protestants are evermore putting under their power.
What is more inevitable than the result I met the
other day ? How can any other possibly occur 1
Shall Rome have our children ?"

Now will our readers take another look at
the above extract and imagine himself to be a
Roman Catholic, just as sincere and devoted
as is the Protestant. Make the heading of
above article to read as follows : "Shall Pro-
testantism have our children ?" and in view of
the undeniable fact that our common schools
are controlled by Protestants, that religious
exercises according to Protestant usages are
almost universal in these schools. Cannotth

Catholic with propriety, substituting the
word Protestant in place of Roman Catholic
where it occurs above, make equally just com-
plaint against our common schools.

The Spiritualist and Free Religionist, if
we may use that term, to embrace those known
as radical Unitarians, and others, opposed to
religious instruction in our common sshools,
can with propriety and earnestness, oppose
this whole system and insist that our schools
shall be kept, free from sectarian influence,
and sacredly devoted to the cause of secular
education for the masses. This class would
ask shall Orthodoxy or Pabtialism have
our Children '?

The first paragraph could bo made to read
as follows : I called upon a family the oth-
er day and learned that a boy about sixteen
years old, a member of the family had been
attending the common school for a few months
only, and was already firm in the belief of
salvation only through Jesus, that the conse-
quences of wrong doing may be avoided by
exercise of faith, in his attoning sacrifice, that
God will eternally punish a part of his chil-
dren, that the good Father, is subject to anger,
wrath, jealousy, etc., and that sins may be
pardoned. The Father is not a Spiritualist,
but is a decided free thinker, and was very
angry at the discovery of his son's conversion
to Orthodoxy. Anger after the fact however
is not as powerful to prevent this calamity as
discretion before the boy is lost to liberal-
ism and progressive ideas.

"I had met other cases similar to this, and was
considerably impressed by this new discovery, for it
confirmed the idea already in my mind, that every
child who goes to a school under sectarian influence, is
drawn away, in whole or in part to the orthodoxfaith.
Some students by constant exercise of reason might
resist these influences, and come out unscathed, but
those Who would do it are few. No direct effort is
made, perhaps, but for the sake of order, students
must be present at religious service (in our common
schools) listen to prayers, and expressions of ortho-
iox opinions, until little by little they become ac-
customed to those things, and thus by processes
wholly concealed .from the students themselves,they
ire led away by imperceptible stages, until one day
the parents are surprised to find their children con-
verted to the contractedviews of orthodoxy."

It will be seen by our readers, that no in-
justice is done to our orthodox friends, in
making the slight changes as above. We
can but rejoice in the agitation ef this sub-
ject. The friends of the bible, .and religious
instruction in our common schools, assume in
their arguments upon this subject that this
is a Christian Government, and a Christian
Nation, and hence, it is the duty of the state
in some way to impress upon the mind of the
children, the teachings of the Christian re-
ligion. In connection with this subject, we
ask a careful perusal of the article on our first
page by Rev. Samuel T. Spear. We hope
all our readers may be as deeply interest-
ed in its perusal as we were.

Religion in the state schools is a matter
of course, where church and state are
united; but in such a nation as ours, where
the two are strictly independent, religion
in the schools is, to say the least, a strange
inconsistency. Regret it as some may,
the secularization of the state in this west-
ern land is a fact—that is the American
idea. That the secularization of our state
schools is also involved who can honestly
denv? The American principle, for
which many a battle has been fought, is
the principle of toleration—or of that
which mis cruwtnonai word Dut imperfect-

ly expresses, perfect religious liberty.
That principle we do not practice so long
as we read a Protestant Bible in the un-
willing ears of a Roman Catholic; so long
as we read the New Testament in the ears of
an unconverted Jew ; so long as we thrust
any book-revelationupon him who profess-
es to believe in natural religion only, or to
believe in none. We may speak of the
precious treasures which have come to us
from the past; but let us remember that
consistency also 'is a jewel,' and national
honor and fidelity to pledges better than
misguided zeal."

Our schools are secular; and the morn-
ing chapter and morning prayer do not
make them^otherwise. Indeed, there is a
somewhat violent contrast between the
devotions of the opening hour and the de-
liberate secularization—theintentionalbut
respectful godlessness—of the hours which
follow it. But even if the reading of the
Bible in the schools were more than an
empty form—if it were a service fruitful of
blessing-—there are other considerations
which wre, as American citizens, could not
honestly disregard. We have already re-
fered our readers' to the article on first
page relating to the divorce of church and
state, which has made America conspicu-
ous in the history of human governments.
The^author therein speaks of the state's
reception under its own care of the great
business of education ; or, rather of the di-
vision of that business into religious and
secular, and the acceptance by the state
of the secular part of it. To this arrange-
ments we, as American citizens, do fully
consent. Shall we not acknowledge, then
at once, that the retention of religious
symbols and services in the common
schools is an anomaly ?

Since we commenced the writing of this
article we have ree'd from Rev. D. B. Lyon,
formerly of this state, now superintendent of
jublic schools for the ceunty of Fond du Lac,
Wis., his annual report in which he alludes
;o this subject. The report is in many re-
jects good, but we are sorry to say does not
some out boldly in its suggestions upon ques-
ions now agitating the public mind, and
vhich are calculated to keep our school sys-
em fully abreast with the progressive move-
uents of the age. In our next issue we shall
n connection with this subject give special
ittention to Mr. Lyon's report, which as all
vho know the author would expect, is one of
narked ability, taking into consideration its
ery conservative author.

Woman's Suffrage—State Convention.

We are glad te announce the calling of a
State Convention for Michigan appointed to
be held at Battle Creek, Thursday and Fri-
day, January 20th aud 21st.

We are glad, also, that Battle Creek is
finally designated as the place for holding of
this, the first state convention of the friends
of this movement. It is a central point, and
pr»bably no other locality in the west, can

muster more of both sexes, unwavering friends
to the cause, not even excepting Sturgis,
where over one hundred women last year
went to the polls and voted. We hope to
see a convention in number and character,
that shall be worthy of the cause we advo-
cate, and of Michigan, a state ever abreast
with all others, in the progressive work of
the age. We call upon friends in every lo-
cality to send delegates. We have often cal-
led their attention to this subject, and have
urged upon Spiritualists the claim upon them
to come forward, and earnestly work for all
reforms, social and political, This is a grand
advance movement in which all party and
sectarian influences are lost sight of, and all
unite for the accomplishmentof the object in
view. This is not a woman's movement as
is often represented,but humanitarian, and the
highest and best interest of both sexes,
largely depend upon the early achievement
of success. Final success is sure, it is only
a question of time.

Spiritualism and Reformatory Move
ments-

For the past twenty years great and mo
mentous changes have been going on in thi
religious world. Inspired minds have given ex
pression to integral principles, those have pro
duced thought, discussion and investigation
This free discussion has brought about perse
cution and misrepresentation. The result ha;
been to bring out for liberal minds a mor<
definite plan of thinking, believing and acting
Now these liberal minds are perfecting aplai
of organization.

A missionary work has been successfully
inaugurated, and we now realize the necessity
of organization in order to unite our scattered
forces, to strengthen and sustain continued and
well directed efforts, that they may bo pro-
ductive of good to the greatest numbers.
The question now arises as to the object the
power thus accumulated is designed to ac-
complish.

We realise that all power is in the unseen,
that spirit is King, that mind rules the Uni-
verse. Phrenology teaches us that we must
take into consideration the texture of the
brain as well as its size. So with the mind,
the greater its power; the more harmoniously
unfolded, the broader its range of thought,
the more intimately it blends with the princi-
ples, that sweep in golden circles around it,
the more it laves in the great ocean of infinite
wisdom, the greater "will be its spiritual power;
n other words the more the individualized
spirit approximates to the soul of the Uni-
rerse the greater its Knowledge, wisdom and
goodness. Then if Spiritualists are in ad-
vance of others they must necessarily have a
greater portion of this Spiritual force. Or-
ganization brings these liberal elements to a
"ocus, and blends the illuminating rays of truth
into a great spiritual sun, harmonizing and
uniting thoughts until they glow with the
beauty and glory of the principles they are
seeking to express. By organization we have
concentration and consolidation of Spiritual
forces. Here then within our grasp is a God-
like power. How may we use this power to
the greatest advantage ? Think you the sole
object is accomplished by calling Conventions,
passing resolutions, building churches endow-
ing Colleges, or founding a religious sect ?
Because liberal minds meet together as Spirit-
ualists, it does not follow as a logical necessity
that all the intellectual or Spiritual force of
that organization must necessarily be consen-
trated upon the accomplishment of one object.
We fully realise the truth of the ministry of
angels, but the contemplation and enjoy-
ment of this blessing, does not blind us to
the more glorious truths that burn like stars
in the galaxy of mind.

We can no more concentrate the power vested
in this spiritual organization in the dissemina-
tion of this one truth then we could confine
our gaze to one of the fragrant flowers that
enamel the cheerful green, or limit our vision
to the burning ruby, forgetting diamonds that
sparkle with a brilliant water, sapphires that
are decked in the fairest hues of the sky,
Amethysts empurpled with the glory of the
morning.

While the law of spirit communion, is one of
the principles upon which the organization is
based, while it is like a great diamond reflect-
ing all beauties, it is also a great sun throw-
ing out its warm magnetic beams in every di-
rection. Hence we cannot confine this power,
for like God's sunlight it falls freely over all;
sr mother words, it deals with political, social,
md religious institutions. The disturbance
n the political elements of to-day, is but the
•esult or legitimate outgrowth of the free
ihoughts, that have been promulgated by your
idvanced minds. Question it as we may the
political and religious life always go, hand in
land. They are but parts of one great body;
m advance in religious ideas is ever followed
>y a corresponding change in political and
ocial institutions, hence this great power
vhich is vested in the bands of the Spiritual-
sts, does not deal with the religious element
done. It stretches out its strong arm and
rrapples with injustice wherever found. It
ecognizes God in humanity, and in working
or .humanity it works for God. This Spiritual
or«e then embraces all the reforms of the day
,nd in subsequent articles we propose to show
ts bearing upon the Labor question, Woman's
suffrage, Temperance Reform, in a word we
iropose to show its bearing on all the reform-
ory movements of the Age. We desire to
how that what has hitherto been accomplish-
d through organic work, is but the stepping
tone leading to the harmonious era, when
very individual shall be a whole soul; and
be great work of life shall be spirit culture
nd soul growth, when our goverment shall
e based upon-the principles of justice, and
ur religion the law of love. N. M. P.

Knowledge Our Saviour-

The aid which knowledge has afforded in
saving man from gigantic evils, and the in-
adequacy of merely moral feelings, is best illus-
trated in the history and decline of religious
persecution. No greater evil ever cursed the
human race, or darkened the annals of crime,
and yet moral feelings, alone, were powerless
to save the millions of victims who have suf-
fered for opinion's sake. Charles V. of Spain
put seventy thousand to death on account of

their religion. Phil D II, of Spain, put to
death forty thousand uring his reign—Chris-
tians fighting against Christians, on account
of different views co jerning the same reli-
gion. The Pagan i.nd Christian were no
less hostile against each other. Indeed,
Europe was a perpetual scene of carnage du-
ring the dark ages of ignorance, when men
were possessed of religious zeal, but destitute
of a knowledge of eveu the rudiments of
modern science.

Those who have been foremost in religious
persecution, with very few exceptions, were not
bad intentioned men. Their sincerity and
earnestness exceeded that which characterizes
modern Christians. They were men who
possessed an absorbing conviction of the su-
preme importance of their religious doctrines,
and if these qualities alone were sufficient to
redeem the world, it would long since have
been saved. But that zeal, unguided by
wisdom, pursued with a fanatical perseverance
the end it aimed to accomplish. They em-
braced with all their souls, the doctrine, that
correct faith is necessary to salvation in the
future, and those who are destitute of that
faith are doomed to perdition. Reasoning
logically from these premises, it was consider-
ed a mercy to burn the body in this life, if
thereby the sinner could be made to recant
his heresis and save his soul in the next.
Hence the persecutors pursued their victims
with an enthusiasm proportioned to their sin-
cerity and zeal for God, and they never re-
laxed in the performance of their inhuman
work, until the boundaries of knowledge were
sufficiently extended to enable them to per-
ceive the unity of the diversity of human
thought, and the inherent right of every child
of the Infinite Father, of interpreting the
universe in accordance with its revelations to
each individual soul.

The man of large observation and profound
thought, is always a lenient judge of human
nature, tolerant of opinion, and hopeful of the
future. He sees in man much present good,
the germ of vast possibilities, and a prophesy
of glorious achievement. A better knowledge
of comparative history has taught the theolo-
gian to depend less on his creed, and forced
upon his mind the conviction that possible er-
rors are interfused through the formulas upon
which he had been taught to rely. In conse-
quence he becomes more lenient toward those
of different belief. This recent acquaintance
with rival systems, has revealed to him some
excellencies not embraced in his own, and
though he may beeome a hypocrite, and de-
fend his creed from personal interest, yet the
former zeal and the desire to persecute has
measurably subsided, and a spirit of tolera-
tion is substituted for the contempt in which
be held adverse opinions.

Scientific and not theological tendencies
give character to modern thought. The in-
vention of the steam engine has localized
industry, established facilities for the inter-
change of thought, united distant lands in
fraternal bonds, and put in operation the com-
plex machinery of a more advanced social
state. The introduction of the cotton mill
and sewing machine, has diminished the vast
demands made on the time and muscles of
our mothers and sisters, giving their finer
brains opportunity for grander realization
in the realms of the artist mind. The
school-house and printing press have emanci-
pated suffering millions from the thralldom of
ignorance and poverty. The dark clouds of
superstition are rolling away, and the sun of
knowledge has arisen from out the vista of
the rolling years, lighting the pathway of an
sxpectant world. W.

Oakland County Circle.

We have received from Mrs. B. B. Aller
Secretary, an account of the Quarterly mee
ing held in Farmington, Dec. 18th and 19tl
The meeting was very interesting and profii
able to all attendance. A. B. French an
Mrs. M. J. Fowler were the speakers. Th
former delivered a very able lecture Satui
day afternoon, and Mrs. Fowler in the ever
ing. Sunday afternoon the subject of th
lecture by Mrs. Fowler, from the words—
"If a man die shall he live again?" wa
said to be one of great depth of thought
and a successful effort to prove the immor
tality of the soul. A. B. French inter
rested a well filled house in the morning. I
affords us pleasure to report the proceeding
of this quarterly meeting, and we hope th
secretaries will favor us in all cases witl
brief reports, and give us as near as possibh
an accurate account of the state of the causi
in the county from which the report is made
It will be seen by reference to the proceed
ings of our late State Convention that oui
county circle system received the unanimous
approval of that body, and we earnestly re-
commend that in all cases the officers to be
elected for the ensuing year be chosen from
among the best workers in the county.
Men who will not only sustain the societies
now existing, but such as will go to work as
missionaries and organize new societies in
every neighborhood, where it is possible to get
even half a dozen spiritualists and liberalists
together. We believe our friends have not
fully realized that the special duty of these
county circles is to take the charge of the
whole work in the county, without reference
to the State Association. We wish every
county circle would employ a Missionary at
ence, form a circuit of the county, by con-
necting the several societies, and so arrange-
ing that the villages may have Sunday lec-
tures, and the more isolated county socie-
ties be supplied week day evenings. The
advantages of this system are that the peo-
ple obtain their lectures at less cost, and
many places can be supplied that would not be
otherwise. The speaker becomes acquainted
with the people, and can better enter into
their sympathies, and all their interests.
These were the objects in view when this
county circle system was adopted. It com-
bines the advantages ot the itinerant and lo-
cal system in the employment of speakers,
and if practically adopted will result in
widely disseminating our teachings—and of
bringing the spiritualists of every county
into co-operation, and acquaintance with each
other.

We hope at all these meetings our friends

will make special effort to extend the circula-
tion of the Pkesent Age. We are working j
earnestly for you, and we desire within the
next three months to double our subscrip-
tion. If some one of our friends will take
the matter in hand, at least twenty subscri-
bers for three months, may be obtained at
every Quarterly meeting.

The Woman Suffrage Question.

The continually increasing interest upon
this subject, cannot be denied even by oppo-
nents, and the public are begining to realize,
that the question involves not merely the
" right of suffrage ;" but, that the advocates
of this measure demand admission to all our
institutions of education on an equality as
to privileges with men, and further they de-
mand, justly too, as it appears to us, for the
same service in any capacity, when as well
performed equal compensation. No impar-
tial person, can deny the validity of these
claims as abstract questions. The only ob-
jections, we have heard worthy of considera-
tion are their probable effeets upon society
and the sex.

These questions we can safely leave in the
hands of the women for discussion. The
Age has from its first number, given to this
movement its earnest support, and we have
in the organization of our editorial corps, ex-
emplified practically our faith in this cause
by selecting one-half thereof from the oppo-
site sex. We have thus been the first to
adopt this plan. It remains to be seen what
the result will be. We believe it to be for
the best, or we should not have inaugurated
the system. In our office too from the be-
ginning we have paid women the same
wages as men for the samo work, and
although we know of offices that are sav-
ing money by the opposite course, we will
not preach in this respect as some spiritual
papers even are doing, one thing and practice
another.

We believe the demand, made by the wo-
men for the ballot, will be granted the mo-
ment a majority, or even a large minority of
their own sex are in favor of the measure.
As it is therefore a work mostly among wo-
men, we can safely leave its future discus-
sion with our associates, Miss Pease, Mrs.
Willis, Horton and Watson.

Earnest woman, now is knocking
At the door of Senate Halls,

Equal rights for all demanding

She for justice loudly calls —

Leisure for the working women,
Social evils to explore,

" Social science" for the people,
Herald it the wide world o'er.

A Spirit Communication.

Alone ! Alone ! who that has not felt the
full meaning of that word can understand all
its import. Alone, I repeated it over and
over. It seems to have been one of the first
words I learned to pronounce; and,

Then standing upon the wave washed shore,
And listening to the billows sullen roar,
Looking up to the dark frowning sky

I prayed to God that I might die.

I was young not quite thirty, but to me it
seemed that I had lived a century alone. I
was the youngest of the family, and yet, it
was not with me as it usually is with the
youngest; I was not a favorite. My earliest
recollections were, that I was somehow out of
my proper place. I never felt at home in the
family circle, and being timid and sensitive,
shrank from the cold looks and unkind words
that came to me, instead of the affection and
kindness that my young heart was yearning
for. My brothers and sisters called me
strange, and I was made to feel that although
with them, I was not one of them. It was
the same in the school; the teacher as well as
the scholars, seemed to withdraw from me.
I was fond of my books, for they never re-
proached me ; and in books I found the com-
panionship that I failed to find elsewhere.

But as I grew older, and realized that I
had not the power to attract or draw to me,
that for which my soul longed, I became
yery unhappy. Here let me say, that the
greatest misfortune that can befall an indi-
vidual, is to lack the power of inspiring
friendship or love in anothers soul. This was
my doom, hence I walked alone. My fate
might have been different had my mother
lived to care for me ; for I think I could not
have failed to have awakened a mothers love.
But she was taken from earth, and I know
nothing of a mothers care. My father was
wholly absorbed in business, and I was placed
in the charge of one, who supposed her du-
ties were fulfilled when she supplied my ma-
terial wants ; never realizing how small a part
she was doing, in comparison with what was
needed. Oh ! if kindness, sympathy, and
love, are essential for the happiness of those
who have advanced to the standard of man-
hood, if they are essential to the angels that
have passed beyond all doubt, and out-grown
ill scepticism ; if the brightest gem of the
celestial spheres is wisdom the perfect flower
jf love, then how essential it becomes to' the
poung spirit, as is just starting out
jpon the broad sea of life. Think of this,
you who would keep your children at a dis-

;ance and freeze their young hearts, by the (

lonventionalities of society. Deprive your j
lowers of sunshine if you will, but in the ,
lame of justice we ask that you give your .
ihildren the light and warmth of love. De- ,
irive them of this, and like my soul, their 1
spirit, will be compelled to dwell in a darkness •

hat is felt, an atmosphere that destroys every ]
jud of beauty that would have blossomed in .
he heart. Oh ! see to it that those little (

>nes are surrounded by an atmosphere from ;
vhich the spirit may be fed. Let your home i
vant material blessings, let the walls be una-
lorned ; but oh let there be food for the soul, j
>eace, happiness, and affection. Had I not t
ealized the necessity of this, had I not suf- f
ered the most terrible torture, I Bhould not t
lave had to return, enter again the magnet- i
sm of earth-life, to gain those experiences r
fhich should have been mine while here.
Jeing compelled to return for that purpose, f
attracted to myself those properties which v

fere necessary for my soul growth. Having n

now learned the lesson which should have
been learned here I am prepared to go—

Out 'neath the smile of the infinite,
Out where the angels have trod .
Lighten for man the pathway of duty,
Guiding him home to his God.

But in order to do this more effectually, I
must give you a sketch of my earth-life, and
then will give you brief articles upon the
subject of deepest interest to me, heart and
home. N. M. P.

Kalamazoo-
Last Sunday Miss Nettie M. Pease again lec-

tured morning and evening to attentive audi-
ences. Oil account of the extreme coldness, the
congregation was not large in the morning,
but deeply interested by the lectures in the
consideration of the following subject : "The
Mission of the Beautiful." The Lec-
ture was preceded by the following appropri-
ate invocation :

God of the beautiful, we know that thou art
Enshrined in each being, enthroned in each heart.

God of the beautiful, all things speak of thee;
From the stars of the sky, to the gems of the sea.

God of the beautiful, thy glories unfold
In the light of the sky, its purple and gold.

God of the beautiful, thy power we have felt,
And low at thy shrine, have reverently knelt.

God of the beautiful, teach us through beauty,
To walk in the straight narrow pathway of duty.

God of the beautiful, inspire and uphold us,
And in thy warm arm's forever enfold us.

Miss Pease speaks again next Sunday af-
ternoon and evening—

The conference meetings held every Sunday
afternoon at 6 o'clock, are awakening interest.

The question discussed Sunday 3d inst.
was, "Can sins be forgiven, or is there any
escape from the penalty consequent on wrong
doing?" Last Sunday the question consid-
ered, "Is there a principle of absolute evil in
the universe ?"

We would recommend to our friends where
half a dozen can be brought together to insti-
tute these circles for investigation. Fre-
quently interchange of thought may be pro-
ductive of as much good as lectures, and al-
ways profitable to those who participate.

Triumphant—The world moves.

We have only space enough left in our col-
umns before going to press to announce that
on Wednesday 5th inst the Regents of our
State University voted to open its door* for
the admission of women to all its priviliges.
We do feel like shouting Victory, Victory.
Which is about all we can say to-day. We
feel a great satisfaction in having been per-
mitted to work for many years in a private
capacity, and the last two years by the pen,
in these columns for the accomplish-
ment of this object. Oh it is glorious
to be permitted to labor and suffer if need
be in this great contest between error and
truth. We feel that the age of which the
poet wrote in the following lines is already
near.

"How beautifulwill lile be then
When earth can cry, behold my men I
And woman in her perfect atate
Be womanly, and yet be great." J

For the Present Age.

George Peabody—Reflections.

George Peabody has left this sphere of ex-
istence ; and two continents vie with each
other in doing bonor to tbe great merchant.
Monarchial Britain, Pontifical Rome and Re-
publican America set up his statues; and
clerical panegyrics, sometimes more brilliant
than profound, represent him as the ideal
man of the future.

And why all these honors to the illustri-
ous merchant ? Is it because of his frugal
and temperate habits and his character for
strict veracity? Thousands in the hum-
bler walks of life are equally worthy in these
respects; unless, indeed, it be, that these
virtues are more meritorious when found in
palaces of wealth than in unpretending cot-
tages. Is it because from being a poor boy
he succeeded in amassing a princely fortune ?
Hundreds of others have been equally success-
ful. It is because he gave a large portion of
his wealth back to the people in the form of
useful charities. He founded libraries, and
endowed institutions of learning ; and gave
large sums for the amelioration of the poor,
and the education of the ignorant. These
are monuments to his fame, more endur-
ing than marble, and furnish an excellent ex-
ample for the imitation of all men of great
wealth.

Much distress might be relieved and much
ignorance dispelled, and our common humani-
ty thus greatly benefited and elevated, by a
more liberal distribution of the wealth that is
accumulated in the hands of the favored few.
But such examples are so rare that when they
do occur, they touch the heart humanity with
a sense of gratitude similar to that which the
emancipated slave feels for the master, who
felt sufficient interest in the welfare of a fel-
low being to give him his freedom.

The churches give us many elaborate
works on Christian perfection, in which they
expatiate freely on the mysterious workings of
faith, the Holy Spirit and divine consecration.
All this impracticable theorizing might be
saved by accepting the simple definition of
Jesus; "If thou wilt be perfect, sell that
thou hast and give it to the poor, and thou
shall have treasure in heaven." But some
of the clergy and many of their followers are
in the condition of the young man to whom
this definition was addressed. " He went
iway sorrowful, for lie had great posses-
sions." Imperfect man cannot realize the
aroad principle of disinterrested benevolence
taught by the great Judean Reformer, and
le endeavors to gratify his selfishness and
imbition, and, at the same time, to lull his
sonscience by merging the plain language of
Scripture in a maze of theological metaphys-
cs.

Yet the true Reformer, the enlightened
ihilanthropist is not satisfied with, simply,
he charitable distribution of a man's super-
luous wealth. He takes a broader view of
hings, and calls in question that form of civ-
lization which permits the accumulation of
nillions of wealth in the hands of one man.

Wealth is the product of labor; there-
ore the laborer is the just owner of
eealth. And as it is impossible for one
aan to produce a million of wealth; it fol-

lows, that, wThen a man is worth that much,
he holds it by the law of might, and not
by the law of right.

The practice of abstracting the produce
of the laborer and accumulating it in the
hands of the few has obtained in all stages
of civilization ; but the mode of this prac-
tice is continually being modified by the
progressive development of human socie-
ty. The practice had its origin, and low-
est forms in the depredations of savage
tribes, the stronger always plundering the
weaker or more defenseless; and as man
became more civilized the sword of the
conqueror, on a larger scale, established
the law that might is right, and the labor-
ing or producing classes acknowledged the
law from necessity and not from a sense of
its justice. And a long, sad scene of des-
olating armies, burning cities and tri-
umphal processions carrying the wealth of
conquered nations, with their inhabitants
in chains, passes before our vision as we
look into the history of the past.

The common sense of mankind now de-
nies this barbarous idea of right, and no
longer permits the destruction or privilege
of private property by military power. Yet
the idea that might is right in the acqui-
sition of wealth still exists in practice,
though not in its former form of brute
force. It exists now principally in the form
of capital and commerce. In our own coun-
try we have outgrown that execrable relic
of tbe middle ages, the law of progeni-
ture, which still exists in Europe; yet capi-
tal enables one man to appropriate a large
tract of land to himself, thus curtailing

* O

i the natural right of the husbandman to
the soil, and compelling him to pay a

' heavy interest to the capitalist; in other
words, taking the product of the producer
and giving it to the non-producer. True,
this is not done in the savage style in
which William the Conqueror seized the
lands of England, and appropriated them
to his followers ; but it is still the law of
might; not the might of the sword, but
the might of circumstances.

The exorbitant rates of interest that capi-
tal imposes on labor is another modified form
of the old idea of might. It is folly to deny
this under the plea that a man need not pay
it unless he chooses. To prosecute his busi-
ness or save his property a man may be under
the necessity of borrowing money, and, of
course, under the necessity of paying the in-
terest. The poor man is thus as effectually
compelled to deliver his hard-earned money
to the capitalist as the mountain traveller is
to deliver his purse to the highway robber.
The one is an outlaw by common consent;
while the other, if he makes a few worthy
donations at the close of his life, when he
can no longer enjoy his ill-gotten wealth, is
exalted to the skies for his virtues and voted
into the canon of saints as the ideal of the
coming christian manhood.

Ever since the merchants of Tyre reveled
in luxury and wealth, commerce, perhaps,
has afforded, in times of peace, the most pro-
mising field for the accumulation of vast for-
tunes. And though it is a powerful means
for advancing and diffusing civilization among
all classes and nations, yet it is also, in its
present form, a vast system of oppression
and injustice. It enables a few men to con-
trol its vast machinery, and the laboring
classes everywhere are at its mercy. It is in
fact one of the most gigantic and successful
schemes in existence for accumulating the
wealth of the world in the hands of the few.
In other words, it enables a few to seize a
large share of the fruits of the honest labor
of the multitude, and appropriate them to
their own use, that they may live in splen-
dor.

These are faults and errors in our civiliza-
tion, and are not particularly chargeable to
any class of men. For we frequently see
men rise from poverty to great wealth whose
actions indicate that the sentiments of justice
and benevolence have but little control in
their mental councils.

Man s social and political institutions are
the out-growth of himself, and invariably in-
dicate the point he has reached in his devel-
opment. When we compare our civilization
with past history we are highly gratified with
our improvement; but when we seriously
contemplate our institutions we discover many
imperfections which must be remedied before
we can inaugurate the reign of Universal
Truth and Justice. H.Straub.

Dowagiac Mich.,

In Memoriam.
On Sunday evening, December 12th, at the

hall of the Law-Buildings, Baltimore, the
popular young lecturer, Miss Nettie M. Pease,
delivered an appropriate discourse in com-
memoration of the late Alcinda Wilhelm
Slade. Alcinda Wilhelm was a native of
this city, where her qualities as a woman, no
less than her brilliant talents as a lecturer and
her heroism as an advocate of reform, secured
her the love and esteem of a large circle of
friends. In their behalf are framed the fol-
lowing resolutions.
• Whereas, our well beloved sister, Alcinda
Wilhelm Slade, the faithful laborer in the
cause of spiritual philosophy and practical re-
form, has fulfilled her earthly mission and en-
tered upon a broader sphere for the unfoldment
of her noble capacities, therefore do we, in be-
half of the friends in her native city by whom
she was loved and revered, present this trib-
ute of grateful remembrance and apprecia.
tion of her worth-

Resolved—Thatwhile we deeply sympa-
thize with the husband, sisters, and other per-
sonal friends of our departed sister, that a
void has arisen in their midst which only her
genial physical presence can fill, yet we know,
and trust they will realize, that she has not
passed beyond the plane of actual commun-
ion with them, but still retains her place
among them as when in fleshly form.

Resolved—That in the transition of our
sister from the scene of her earthly usefullness,
we feel that the cause of progress has lost one
of its ablest, noblest, and sincerest advocates,
one whom we are justly proud to claim as a
daughter of our native Maryland, an honor to
the State whence she went forth, the open,
fearless vindicator and exemplar of truth and
freedom. Ellen M. Hakkis.

Levinia C. Dundoee.
Rachel Walcott.
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THE CHILDREN.

The following beautiful poem was written by Charles
Dickens:

When the lessons and tasks are all ended,
And the school for the day is dismissed,

And the little ones gather around me,
To bid mefgoodnight and be kissed :

Oh, the little white arms that encircle
My neck in a tender embrace!

Oh, the smiles that are halos of heaven,
Shedding sunshine of love on my face !

And when they are gone I sit dreaming
Of my childhood too lovely to last;

Of love that my heart will remember.
When it wakes to the pulse of the past,

Ere the world and its wickedness made me
A partner of sorrow and sin:

When the glory of God was about me,
And the glory of gladness within.

Oh, nay heart grows weak as a woman's,
And the fountains of feeling will flow,

When I think of the paths steep and stony,
Where the feet of the dear ones must go;

Of the mountains of sin hanging o'er them,
Of the tempest of Fate blowii g wild ;

Oh 1 there is nothing on earth half so holy
As the innocent heart of a child.

They are idols of hearts and of households;
They are angels ©f God in disguise;

Ills sunlight still sleeps in their tresses,
His glory still gleams in their eyes:

Oh 1 these truants from home and from heaven,
They have made me more manly and mild!

And I know how Jesus could liken
. The Kingdom of God to a child.

I ask not a life for the dear ones,
All radiant, as others have done,

But that life.may have just enough shadow-
To temper the glare of the sun;

I would'pray God to guard them from evil,
But my prayer would bound back to myself;

Ah ! a seraph may pray for a sinner,
But a sinner must pray for himself.

The twig is so easily bended,
I have banished the rule and the rod;

I have taught them the goodness of knowledge,
T hey have taught me the goodness of God;

My heart is a dungeon of darkness,
Where I shut them from breaking a rule;

My frown is sufficient correction ;
My love is the law of the school.

I shall leave the old house in the autumn,
To traverse the thresholdno more;

Ah ! how I shall sigh for the dear ones,
That meet me each morn at the doorl

I shall miss the "good nights" and the kisses,
And the gush of their innocent glee,

The group on the green, and the flowers
That are brought every morning to me,

I shall miss them at morn and at eve,
Their song in the school and the street;

I shall miss the low hum of their voices,
And the tramp of their delicate feet.

When the lessons and tasks are all ended,
And death says, "The school is dismissed 1"

May the little ones gather around me,
To bid me good night and be kissed.

Mr. Thornton's Diary.

July 21.—No one could Lave made me
beJiere that one person could bj any possi-
bility, have so changed the atmosphere of
the house. Since Kate come in every thing ,

is lite a real summer day. She is so full of
life, takes every thing so merrily as if there
was nothing to do in the world but to have a
good time. I fancy there is something differ-
ent about the table, the toast has a crisp
lively look, the tea spoons seem to be on the
broad grin, the knives jingle merrily, and
the tea pot seems breathing out merriment
from its spout. Kate has a penchant for
house keeping. It is astonishing with what
zest she will commence at a batch of bread
or with what vigor she will attack a dusty
carpet. I am a little ashamed to say it, but
it is a truth and I compel myself to write
down truths. I have been contrasting Kate
with Helen, Hslen is so grand, so above all
common people, she is so far—I must confess
it—my superior in all matters of judgment,
and she is so large in all her ideas of life,
and of action that it is quite a relief to find
this little brisk practical body so close to my
life. And then Helen is so calm and always
has such an air of conscious strength that
one feels a little bit humbled, at least I do,
being a man and assuming the position of a
man.

Aim. 1.—A great question has been pres-
aing upon me and I feel I must face it. Kate
has given me so much real delight that I am
wondering what the relation may be between
us. I can't deny to myself that Hove her in
some soft of way. It is not that tender love
that a brother gives a sister, is it something
dearer ? I ask this in face of Helen's sweet
gentle brave presence. 1 ask it because I am
not a coward and I dare ask it. I believe
half the misery of the world comes from cow-
ardice ; men will not look things straight in
the face. I thought this out as I lay this
morning in the still twilight. Kate is useful,
she is sprightly, she is pretty. She makes
my house happier, she gives me real comfort.
She can do for me what Helen can not do. I
have never wished to face those questions
relating to my connection with the world. I
have hated all those theories of universal
love, expressed through humanity. But now
I know that Kate loves me, I see it in her
eye, I feel it in her presence. Is there a
possibility of one man's satisfying two na-
tures? I say this in face of my Helen's sweet
life, which just now is doubly precious to me.
If not, why is Providence not wise enough to
keep those lives apart that must bring suffer-
ing to each other. I got so puzzled over those
questions that I was forced to go to Helen.
I illustrated my case, and did not bring it
home, but she was ready for me as she al-
ways is, and said, sitting in her arm chair
looking to the west. ''Our lives cannot be
isolate. The Infinite love includes our love
God could not express himself fully if you
and I were not. Love is the life of God,
and so it must become our highest life. We
truly live when we truly love. But no wealth
of love given to one soul can defraud anoth-
er. The truly wedded bestow love as God
bestows it, for God is masculine and femenine.
The earth cannot be said to be growing into a
likeness of Heaven until men and women un-
derstand the first laws of heavenly life. For
instance there is my dear friend Kate." I
was glad it was twilight and she could not
see me, fori was visibly agitated, "a true,
genuine woman yet she does not know herself.
I sometimes wish I was a good wise man.
"What would you do? said I a little timidly.

"I would reveal the strength and purity
and love of God."

"Can you not do it now?"
"Yes and no, I can speak to the heart and

soul of men, but not so clearly to woman,
because I am a woman. The femenine na-

ture, the heart ot woman cries for its life, its
love, its ideal in man. Women are so restrict-
ed, so bounded, their natures are so hampered
by their condition in life, their longings ar£
so repressed, their ambitions are so checked
that more than men they need their spiritual
ideas, and where can woman truly rest but
in the nature of man. Good and wise men
feel this, but few are wise enough to know
how to represent any part of God, and not
show that selfishness which results from van-
ity, and self esteem."

"You mean" said I "that men are flattered
by the attitude of woman toward them."

"Few men are good enough to represent
the manhood of God without claiming a wo-
man's most sacred life. I see how it is pos-
sible for a noble true man, to give not only
strength and protection to woman, but love
also, yet that love could defraud not even
his wife. But the love must be akin to the
divine in its unselfish strength. Who so well
as a noble man could lead Kate on to the
heights, where her soul could sun itself in
the light of spiritual love. But to do that,
there must be in the man that central positive
power that is as far above the sensuous plane
as the flower is above the earth. We are all
seeking one thing, the attainment of one
ideal. Every true woman wants to feel her-
self the life the inspiration of some other
soul. Kate is happy because she blesses you.
I never knew her so happy as she is now. I
feel how good it is for her to be here. She
will through you reach toward her ideal. She
will feel her nature blessed in being able un-
selfishly to help you, and little by little she
will understand the great beauty and blessing
of uuselfish love."

"Oh Helen" I said "how good and true
you are, how your life stands out like that
evening star."

"You think me so noble because I am not
jealous, Is that it? The union of two souls
is a representation of God. Love given
through two harmonious souls is like the love
of God. You cannot love that which I do
not love. My love flows through yours, yours
through mine. Were it not so I oould feel
myself defrauded."

I sat long in the twilight without saying a
word. It was enough for me to feel the pres-
ence of that angel of my life. But I am
sure of one thing, some power is about Helen
that knows my heart, my wishes, my aspira-
tions, that was dim and shadowy to me is now
a clear truth. The trouble with me was, I
was in danger of interpreting my highest as-
pirations through a lower expression. I waspirations through a lower expression. I wa
nigh to that place of fable dragging my ange

e down with its shining wings into the dust an<
" shadow of external things. I see how so ma
f ny have made the mistake that I was likelj
' to make. In my manhood I sought to be what
: my divine nature claimed that I should be,

but I thought to put divinity on a par with
materiality. Helen stands now like the
queen of my heaven. I want to worship her.
She is my divinity. Beaching through my

'

humanity I press toward the ideal. My soul
stands related to God through her.

The First Eccnmenical Council.
It is over fifteen hundred yoars since the

first assembly of bishops took place in Nicaea.
This was a Greek city in Asia Minor. It
stood on the shores of Ascavia, a lake not far
from the Mediterranean Sea. It was doubt-
less chosen as the place best fitted for the
Council, because of its easy access by reason
of its excellent roads. It was adorned by
five buildings and had much wealth within its
limits, but now the traveler finds there only a
village whose inhabitants cultivate the mul-
bery tree ; for the city was partially destroyed
by an earthquake and afterwards by the de-
vestations of the armies that passed over it.
The Turks the Saracens and Crusaders. But
why was this council assembled ? The Chris-
tian Church had been almost extinguished by
Dioclitian. The Christians had been subject
to the most terrible persecution; they had
been burned, torn in pieces by wild beasts,
whole villages had been sacrificed, the holy
books had been burned the church property
had been confiscated and the bishops and the
church members had hid themselves in the
wilderness, in caves,and in the mountains. No
one dared call himself a christian. But Con-!
stantine the Great, passed with his victorious
armies from Italy to Syria, and under his
friendly banners the christians came forward
to the light of a new day. They resumed
their worship and dared confess their faith,
and now they dared to proclaim their joy and
triumph in a great couneil. Three hundred
and eighteen bishops came from their moun-
tains, over seas, through deserts, to meet for
congratulation and thanks giving. They were
men of sorrows, they were all martyrs they
had been purified and ennobled by suffering,
they had been persecuted for conscience sake,
and had withstood all threats for the sake of
a divine truth. We can conceive through
three centuries of the solemn joy with which
they came together. They were humble yet
victorious. They had not learned yet the dan-
of power.

History does not give us very accurate ac-
counts of the proceedings of the assembly, but
we know of many of those who were present.
There was James of Nisibis, who wore gar-
ments of goats hair, the ascetic bishops of
Heraclea who followed in the steps of Anthony
the father of Monastcism. There ton was St.
Nicholas, the tender-hearted the saint of lit-
tle children whose memory has come down to
our own time and whose honor is commemor-

. ated every christmas from lowliest hamlet to
proudest palace. Athanasius the man of gen-
ius and power, was there to turn the tide of

: influence forward. Paul, Bishop of Neo-Cae-
. sarea with his sightless eyes and his mained
. hand testimonies of his adherence to truth,
" called forth the symvathy of the people. Be-

t sides there were bishops from the East and
, West.

But the one in that hall that ri.veted all
. attention and claimed all reverence, was Con-
. stantine the first Christian Emperor. He
j was there in the glory and strength of his

youth. lie had not yet ruined his peace by
deeds that made his conscience tremble. He

1 was proud yet the humble deliverer of an
, abused people. In this assembly he placed
- himself as an inferior, yet all held him as the

greatest hero of all ages. There was about
him a divine glory, for the miracle of his con-
version was as remarkable as that of St. Paul.
The cross of light, and the words written on
the skies were no fancies, but veritable facts
of spiritual power. Think what a power the
words of this man must have had on that as-
sembly. He was at once their head, and
leader and yet their brother and equal. They
not only loved but honored him.

The Emperor wished that the doctrines of
the church should be clearly set forth. There
were bold heresies even there, Speculations
were rife. There was no unity of thought or
doctrine. The Gnostics had grafted on the
ideas of the scriptures those of Plato. There
was the theory of eons ; of the trinity of wis-
dom and love and justice ; of the divine incar-
nation in humanity, the outgrowths of philos-
ophy called pagan. Then there were a sect
who beheld divine wisdom in the form of a
snake, and who worshipped the form as the
incarnation of_wisdom. Then there was the
sect called Caunter who honored Judas as
chief of the apostles. Montanus originated a
sect that believed him to be superior to Jesus
or his apostles. All their ideas were dividing
the christians, and there was really no har-
mony of belief.

But there was another and more vital sub-
ject of dispute, tho nature of Deity. The
christian world was divided into two parties.
It was necessary to know which power was
dominant. Constantinewas not committedto
either party, though probably he had his own
convictions. Arius had created a party by
his assertions that Jesus had a direct person-
ality, and also the Holy Spirit. Athanasius
advocated the doctrine of the Trinity, and a
large party sided with him. This council was
expected to decide the matter. Great was
the excitement among the members of the
council. Discussions were carried on con-
cerning the substance of God, and whether
the son was made or begotten. For two
months the controversy continued. At last
the Athanasisan gained the victory and it was
declared that "christ was the only son of God,
very God of very God, God of God." This
doctrine was to be believed not understood.

Arius was discomfitted. His confession of
faith was torn in pieces in his presence,
and all persons were commanded to burn his
writing, on pain of death. He received the
anethemas of the whole council, and was de-
clared banished from Alexandria.

Constantine was believed to lean towards
Arianism, and his sister Conslatia avowed that
faith, but they were overcome by the love of
popularity and permitted the doctrine of the
Trinity to be avowed as the christian doctrine.

. The verdict against Arius was signed by al
r the bishops but three who refused, but thej
j were threatened by Constantine, and one

yielded, the other two followed Arias into ex-
ile. Eusebius of Caesarea, finally consented
to accept the creed of the council, but he sent a
carefully prepared explanation of the doctrine
to his diocese. This Council began the prac-
tice of requiring an assent to certain articles
of faith, which should be established by the
clergy. Before parting from the assembled
bishops and prelates Constantine gave them a
splended banquet, setting before them all the
luxuries of that luxurious climate, rare wines,
rich viands and delicious fruits, for it was in
August when the assembly broke up. Con-
stantine was more at home at the festive
board than at the learned debate, and he pre-
sided with easy courtesy. He flattered, and
caressed, but could not win the Anchorites
to taste his wines,or the ascetic James to revel
in his delicacies. He paid the expenses of
the bishops and sent them home by conveyan-
ces, to carry to the people the tidings of peace
and union in the church, but also accounts of
his renown his friendliness and wisdom.

Constantine had not then murdered his son
or persecuted those who differed from him.
He had not become the cruel tyrant and the
morose man. He was a hero only asking for
greater renown and more certain honor. It
was he who corrupted the church, and proved
its inefficiency for it is said that in the re-
morse he felt for his wicked deeds he sought of
the Pagan religion some expectations, but as
the priest could not grant it to him, the
Christians promised it, and assured him of
ample forgivness. But he began from thence
his life of cruelty, and the bishops, did not fall
far short of his example. Bishops contended
with bishops. Blood shed and murder were
means of christian power. The council had
power only for a day. Division and conten-
tion followed its peacable effects. Its joyful
assembling its humility of thought, was soon
followed by pride arrogance, hate and bitter
contention.

When we remember to what a small chance
the church of to-day owes its primal doctrine
of Trinity we can but wonder at its inconsis-
tency. The whole Protestant world looks

. with derision upon tho present Eccumenical
Council. It does not consider that its de-
cision will in the least effect its creeds or be-
liefs. Yet to just such a council convened in
a less progressed age does it owe its founda-
tion stone of faith.

With the present council modern Christ-
ianity will have little to do, but the one
convened in the year 325 it still holds as its
Alma Matre, the benign mother of its faith.

The Effect of Festivals.

Christmas has passed, and has left for us
vivid pictures of hurrying crowds, eager faces,
gleaming lights, and joyful greetings. One
can hardly imagine the intense life of the city
for several days before christmas. The shops
are so crowded that it is almost impossible to
be served, There is no caste at such a time.
The irish woman with her gifts for the stocking
jostles against the lady iresh from her car-
riage. But in a broader sense than of mere
contiguity, they are equal, both are on the
gieat platform of human love. Both are eager
and earnest for one object, to give pleasure.
The unity of the whole human family nevar
seemed more perfect than when like impulses
govern them. The Fatherhood of God ex-
press itself in the tender hopeful love that
moves the great crowd To bring little child-
ren happiness is the most beautiful expression
of the fraternity of God. Even in the buy-
ing of a few bonbons, or a christmas trumpet
the great spirit of love reveals itself. The
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earth comes nearer to heaven by the gladness
and hope that fill all hearts.

There is a great lesson of love in this sea-
son that should give us more faith in human-
ity. Nothing gives such pleasure as the do-
ing of kindness. • Women have stood patient-
ly waiting at counters and have been crowded
and jammed for the sake of the little hearts
that were to jump for joy, at the glittering
bauble. Purse strings hard to open have
been freely loosed in the thought of the lov-
ing pleased glances. We want more of these
heart-warmers, more of these seasons of unsel-
ishness. We have only one saints day, we
need a calender of them.

Lectures in New York.

There has been a slight change in the pro-
grame of regular speakers for two Sundays.
Judge Edmonds and A.J. Davis drew to-
gether a largo crowd last Sunday, I am not
able to report Mr. Davis lecture. It was full
of living thought, and concerned the present
and future. We wish Spiritualists would call
more earnestly for this true friend of progress.
We have too many sensational speakers, whose
influence lasts but a day. We want to be
able to give ideas to the people, and not high
sounding phrases.

When Doctors Disagree, Who shall
Decide ?

The correspondent of the New-York Herald
has had an interview with the Greek Patri-
arch concerning the Ecumenical Couneil in
Borne. It is interesting to learn how this
venerable Father of so large a branch of the
church regards the present position of the
Pope. On many important points of belief
the members of the Eastern religious commu-
nities differ from the Holy See of Bome.
The Patriarch is styled his Holiness, and
should claim as much reverence as the Pope
himself. We quote from the letter to the
Herald :

"I now asked vrhat the Eastern church thought of
the position claimed by the Pope.

The answer I reoeived was substantiallyas follows •

"The Pope is by right only Bishop ot the Diocese
of Rome. Precedence was accorded to this see by
the early church, but for centuries neither the Ro-
man bishop nor any of his brother bishops imagined
that he had jurisdiction beyond the limits of his own
diocese.

"Unity of the church, as now understood at Rome,
therefore, did not exist in the first centuries !" I
asked.

"No," was the reply. "The unity of the church
up to the time of the Latin schism was everywhere
maintained by communion between the sees, or. as
they were then called churches, and the universal
or Catholic church, the church in its entirety, was
governed by councils, formed of delegates meeting
as equals and sent from all parts of the Christian
world. All bishops were equal. No one dared to
dictate to another or to arrogate to himself authority
not granted by a Council of the Universal church.
The bishop of Rome was simply (primus inter pares J
—the first am one emmls. Th Id nnncfUntinnol fnvm
of government is still preserved in all the orthodox
churches of the Orient. The contrary has taken
place in the West. Tho Bishop of Rome having
usurped power over all the other sees, succeeded in
reducing his brother bishops to the position of lieu-
tenants, ruling in subject provinces, and obliged to
!ook to Rome for countenance and support."

"The early Christian churches, and the churches
of Russia, Greece and others countries in commun-
ion with them may be looked upon," then, I asked,
'as forming, in a certain sense, a confederation or

United States of Christianity"
"That gives," said the Patriarch, "the idea to a

great degree. Each church had, during the first
centuries autonomy in administration, and in af-
fairs having purely a local significance, each coun-
try was allowed to retain its own language in the
ritual, as well as to have all sacred books in the
vernacular tongue. In every thing relating to the
doctrine and discipline of the whole church, a coun-
cil alone had authority."

My next question was about the infallibility of the
Pope. This is a subject upon which the Patriarch
has very decided opinions. They are as follows .
"For any man to affirm that he is the vicegerant of
God and infallible, is nothing less than blasphemy.
Infallibity was promised to the church, and not to a
few men, or one man. Even if the primacy had been
granted by our Saviour to Peter, it could by no
means make him the successor of Christ; he was
Head or the church, and has promised that his spir-
it shall never depart from it ; therefore no visible
and mortal head is necessary."

When asked how the Eastern Patriarch's looked
upon the invitation to attend the Council, His Holi-
ness answered, "We augured no good from it. We
knew that Rome has never made a move which has
not tended to the further enslavement of the church,
and we did not think that this would be an excep-
tion."

The Radical.

The Badical announces itself for 1870, in
an "extra. This magazine is testified of in
its name. It is one embodiment of the spirit
of the age, it is religiously free ; but it is not
universal in its spirit, therefore we miss some-
what of that broad spirit of tolerance, that
testifies for truth without assertion. We ex-
tract the followin :

The modern spirit, by its roistering movements,
renders impossible for the time being, circumstances
and habits from which emerged the historic works of
the past. Those conditions have been destroyed in
what are supposed to be the interests of freedom.
We have come to despise solitude and privacy. A
man's house is au open court, and we barely submit
to the formality of knocking at his door. Once in,
we have a right to have an eye on every object; to
know all he is doing or expects to do. He is despoiled
of his secret before he he has wrought it into shape.

He is robbed, and nobody is benefited. No soon-
er are we ought than a report of all we saw or heard
is sent flying over the country, for the public edifica-
tion. We are a nation of news-mongers. Our
freedom riots in gossip. We run to great occasions.
We forget that the least thing may be blown up to
astonishing dimensions. "Great—and therefore
grand,and free !"—enough to furnish our intellectu-
al and spiritual tables for this world and the next.
It is a pity that we do not see, while we are thus in-
flating our importance, that we are the victims of our
littleness. If this state of things were indeed the
final product of free-thinking and universal freedom,
we might with reason despair. We do not refer to
it as discouraging ; for we recognize it as the first
natural step in our departure from an effete civiliza-
tion.

But to pass on into another climate—is not that
advisable 1 Tho necessity of such a movement we
both perceive and urge Our work in America is
to harmonize Universal Freedom with those ample
opportunities which Culture with equal right may
exact. The impulse which defies any less cheering
result, and sustains the endeavor of the age to in-
clude the entire human family in a regenerating and
ennobling system j with no class left permanently
under restraint and obedience to an outward au-
thority, is entitled to all honor ; it should not be al-
lowed to perish even on great provocation. But the
use of criticism, the need of protest as to the com-
parative worth of that which has as yet been won, is
at the same time obvious. We welcome this critical
reflection recently offered by a correspondent: "It
is well to insist upon free thought; it is better to
think seriously and studiously. Free thought in
some instances signifies much freedom and very lit-
tle thought; but indifference is more fatal to intell-
gence than chains, racks, fagots, all the implements
of persecution." The point is well taken. It is
proper to say to Americans generally, "You have
given a great emphasis to your Adjective : it is time
to equally honor your Noun, to become tree-thinkers.
To this end, set about reforming your habits; aban-
don so much publicity ; do not intrude upon each
other with so much free gossip ; be not so greatly
interested in the trappings and shows whereby you
claim importance; do not place so extravagantan
estimate on your ability to help each other ; exercise
the mind long and patiently, and olieerfully as well
in themes of profoundest interest, to the neglect of
much that is short, pithy, noisy, sharp, brilliant,
amusing,—these latter things may have their share
of your respect, but do not let them monopolize your
years ; do not be merely money-getters and cheap
pleasure-seekers." If, instead of the fulsome praise
of "the people," now so common among us, some-
thing of this sort should creep into the lecture-sys-
tems and magazines we honor and support, wpuld

I "the people''' take offence ? Perhaps so. But
would they not be benefitted, even if they did ?

s State Woman's Suffrage Convention.
The ;;nder.-igned, believing a Michigan

State Woman's Suffrage^Association impor-
tant and demanded, and that such Associa-
tion should embody and represent the action

. of organizationsand individuals in different
parts of the State, do hereby invite such or-
ganizations to send delegates and such indi-
viduals to attend a State Woman's Suffrage
Convention at Battle Ceeek, Thursday
and Feiday, January 20th and 21st, to form
such State Association.

All are invited to attend and take part ;
yet, iu voting on business, only delegates or
persons admitted as voting members, up to
six times the number of State representa-
tives of the Districts they represent, will be
expected to vote.

Mrs. H. M. Teacy Outlee, of Cleveland;
Mrs. Miriam M. Cole, of Sydney, 0. ; Rev.
Mr. Cockee, of Ann Arbor, Cr. B. Steb-
bins, of Detroit, and others, will address the
Convention, and it is hoped and expected
that Mrs. Livermoee, Mrs. E. C. Stan-
ton, or Lucy Stone, will he heard from in
time to attend.

Detroit—Colin Campbell, George B.
Smith, Mrs. E. G. Booth, Mrs. N. B.
Gardner, D. C. Durfee, Mrs. S. S. L. Jones,
M. D., Dr. E. R. Ellis, Wm. Wiley, Mrs.
M. J. Wiley, Rev. W. R. G. Mellen, Mrs.
Euphemia Cochran, Miss Emma Ives, Gr.
B. Stebbins, Mrs. Cath. A. F. Stebbins,
Miss Eleanor E. Howe, M. D., Mrs. Eliza
S. Leggett, Mrs. Geo. S. King.

Ann Aeboe—Mr. & Mrs. Thos. S. San-
ford, Mrs. Jennett E. Tyler, Prof. B. P.
Cocker, D. D., Prof. A. K. Spence, Prof,
E. P. Evans, PH. D., Prof. G. B. Merri-
man, Prof. Moses Coit Tyler.

Union City—Mrs. Desire Twiss, Mrs.
Caroline E. Hurd, Miss Julia Hobart, Wm.
P. Hurd, M. D., Edward Twiss, M. D. Chas.
W. Crocker, J. D. Zimmerman.

Ypsilanti—Mrs. Sarah C. Owen, Mrs.
Dr. Geary.

Battle Creek—Mrs. Prances W. Titus,
Mrs. Esther Titus, Jeremiah Brown, Mrs.
Jeremiah Brown, T. B. Skinner, Mrs. T. B.
Skinner, A. C. Hamblin, C. Wakelee, B. F.
Hinman, Dr. S. B. Thayer, Charles Merritt,
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Merritt, Mr. Ford,
Thos. Hart, Miss Julia Smith, Mrs. Julia
K. Merritt, Richard Merritt.

Kalamazoo—J. A. Stone, Mrs. L. H.
Stone, Col. D. M. Fox.

Mrs. Mary Peck, Mrs. Wm. Kyte, Sturgis.
Mrs. Anna Mortimer, Mrs. Dr. Jewett,

Mrs. Dr. Hampton, Lyons.
Hon. G. C. Jones, Dowagiac.
Rev. J. Straub, Lansing.
Mrs. Jane P. Owen, Adrian.
Mrs. J. Goodsell, Pontiac.
William S. Farmer, Eau Claire.
Edwin Fuller, Mrs. H. Degarmo Fuller,

Plymouth.
Mrs. E. A. Freeman, Libtrty.
Mrs. L. H. T. Dexter, Miss Mary Thayer,

Ionia.
R. Illinden, Three Rivers.

V oiccs of the People-

Battle Crekk, Jan. 1st, 1870.
Col. D. M. Fox— Dear Sir: Permit me to wish

you a Happy New Year ! Happy, and with renewed
zeal in spreading the truths of our glorious Philoso-
phy through that splendid paper, The Age. Im-
mediately after the close of the convention in this
city, the thought was presented to me, that we could
help the Lyceum cause very much throughout the
State, by calling a State Convention composed of
the officers, leaders and children of all the Lyceums
in the State, to meet about the 17th of June, next,
and continue for three days ; to be held in a grove
at some central point, easy of access ; each Lyceum
to carry their tents, equipments and refreshments,
and have a camp-meeting and a good time. Please
speak of it in your paper and get the minds of the

j people in the Lyceum interest.
Our Lyceum is growing in numbers and interest

at every meeting. Under the conductorshiD of Broth-
er J. S. Loveland, we are doing better than ever be-
fore. Respectfully yours for truth and the right.

DK. G. T. Fen'S.

OBITUARY.
Lied at Jackson, Mich., Dec. 18th, 18G9, of rheu-

matism of the heart, Mrs. Piiujbe Ccrtis, wife of
John Curtis, in the 69th year of her age.

Mrs. Curtis was well known as one of thepioneers 1

of Spiritualism in Jackson, and passed away firm in !
the knowledge of its truth. She leaves an aged com- 1
panion: also children and grand-children, and a <
large circle of friends, to mourn her departure from t
the form. May they ever realize her nearness in (

spirit. Funeral services were held by the under-
signed, at her late residence, Tuesday, Dec. 21st.

Albion, Jan. 1st., 1870. A. B. Whiting. c
 —... nmnjiu,

1 SPECIAL NOTICES,
Lenawee County Circle.

The Annual Meeting of the Lenawee bounty
Circle of Spirtualists, will be held in Odd Fel-
low's Hall, in the city of Adran, commencing
on Friday, the 28th day of January, at 2 o'clock,
p. m,, and continuing over Saturday and Sunday. It
is earnestly requested that all members will be pres-
ent, as the officers of the Society for the ensuing
year are to be elected and other business of impor-
tance to be transacted.

Accommodation for all who may attend, will be
provided.

Come all, and let us reason together.
C. H. Case, Secy. S.Farlin, Prest. 7 J' • -I. j A IMl.

The Quarterly Meeting-,
Of the Spiritualist of Nunica, will be held on Satur-
day and Sunday, 15th and 16th of January. Mrs.
L. A. Pearsall is engaged as Speaker, a cordial invi-
tation to attend is extended to all.

A. Bartholomew.
Nunica, Jan. 2d, 1870.

Q" AN EXTRAORDINARY CHANCE.
ir  

n* The Leading Literary Paper of the West
:o

t FREE FOR ONE YEAR.

it WHO WILL TAKE IT?
e  

Is The Western Home.e
y Is a large first-class literary periodical of sixty-four col-
g umns, printed on paper 28 by 42 inches, sixteen pages, ex-

tended quarto.

^ Each number contains several choice stories, soul-
stirring poetry, original contributions,from the ablest
writers in America. Correspondence, Youug PeopWe
Department, Wit and Humor, News, Reviews, etc.,"

Also a discourse by America's most gifted preacher,e Henry Ward Beecher. Harriet Beec^r Stowe,
l- Robert Collyer, Geo. P. Upton, Mary E. Hoffman.
s Emily L. Whiting, and other distinguished writers, are
i regular contributors,

L* The only Publication west of New York which employs
t the best Eastern as well as Western writers.
O The organ of no sect or party, it inculcates the purest
n morality, while it is infused with the life, spirit and vivacity

of this teeming, progressiveage.
It is such a taperthat we are now prepared to offer as a

L- free giftfor one year, to all new subscribers to the Pres-
s ent Age who shall subscribe immediately and pay in ad-

vance. This is a rare opportunity which the readers of the
Age will no doubtduly appreciate. Hand in your subscrip-

6 tions at once and secure the Western Home for a year,
e The claim for Home must be made with remittance.
. DORUSM. FOX, Supt.

£ Fresli Garden, Flower, Friiit,
y Herb, Tree, Stuml* and Ever-
u green Seeds, with directions for
n culture, prepaid toy mail. The
I® most complete and judicious
,r assortment its the e o u n t r y.—
t, Agents wanted.
>e 25 Sorts of either for $1.00; prepaid by mail. Also SuiaU
ir Fruits, Plants, Bulbs, all ihe new Potatoes, &c., prepaid by
,p mail. 4 lbs. Early Rose Potato, prepaid, fer $1.00. Cono-
£ ver's ColossalAsparagus, $3 per 100; $25 per 1000, prepaid.

New hardy fragranteverblooming Japan Honeysuckle, 50
cents each, prepaid. True Cape Cod Cranberry, for upland

s- or lowland culture. $1.00 per 100, prepaid, with directions,
[j Priced Catalogue to any address, gratis; also trade list.—

, Seeds an Commission.
11 B. M. WATSON, Old Colony Nurseries and Seed Ware-

house, Plymouth, Mass. Established in 1842. 29mo4

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS. •

^ NEW BOOK JUST FROM TIIE PUESS,

REAL LIFE
— in —

T'lJE SPIEJT-LAISTD.
JBeiug Life Experiences, Scenes, Incidents, and Condi-

tions,) Illustrative of Spirit Life, and the Princi-
ples of the Spiritual Philosophy.

Given Inspirationally
BY MRS. MARIA 31. KING,

Author of The Principles of Naturs,'' etc.

CONTENTS:
Chapter I—The Experiencesof an UnknownOne.

II—A Mother'sStory.
4* III—Chilrenin the Spirit World.
" IV—A Council of Ancients.

V—A Chapter in the Life of a Poet.
" VI—The Pauper's Resurrection.
'• VII—Conditionof the Depraved in Spirit-Land.
" VIII—The Inebriate, Gambler and Murder in Spirit

Life.
" IX—Courtshipand Marriage in Spirit-Land.
" X—Incidentsof Spirit-Life.
11 XI—Methods of Teachers and Gnardians with their

Pupils and Wards.
41 XII—Passages from the Experience of Napoleon

Boneparte as a Spirit.
Price, $1.00; postage 36 cents.

For Sale at the Banner of Liglil Book Store, 153
WashingtonStreet, Boston.

Also, as the OFFICE OF THE PRESENT AGE. 29tf

BLOOMINGTON, ILL. NURSERY.
19t!i Year! 5 00 Acres! 10 Greenhouses!

Largest, best stock and shipping facilities. APPLE,
Dutchess,Transcendent,Hislop l, 2 and 3 yoars. APPLE
ROOT-GRAFTS,choice, including above.

ROOT-GRAFTS,Pear, Plum, Cherry, SEEDS, Apple,
Pear, &c., WILDGOOSE, Miner, Lombard, Plums, EVER-
GREENS,ROSES, 3000, $100. Dahlias, Gladilous, Tube-
rose, GREENHOUSE, BEDDING PLANTS. Send 30
cents for Catalogues.
29ino3 F. K. PHOENIX

tlTHE GIRL OP THE PERIOD!" a full length repre-
resentationof the ideal of a beautiful young lady, in the
act of executinga piece of handicraft characteristicof the
gentler sex of the present day ; an excellent holiday gift;
finely engraved by a first-class New York artist; size suit-
able to frame; just out. Price 50 cents. Sent carefully
packedby returnmail (postagepaid), on receiptof price.

Address H. P. WILLIAMS, Publisher,
v2-27w3 Penn Yann, Yates Co., N. Y.

WANTED

EVERY LADY
To know that she can get a

First-Class Sewing Maeliine, a $60 Gold Watcli,
or a Knitting Maeliine, for Four Days light,

honorablelabor and agreeable work,
in her own Town. And

EVERY YOUNG MAN
Or old^man, if smart, can get a Forty Dollar, .Coin

Silver Elgin Watch* for Two Days'
Work. Or, it preferred,

$10.00 A DAY, CASH!
To either Man or Woman.

No Capital Required. Not One Cent to
.be Invested.

A. SURE THING,
And no risk whatever. One or two chances in each

town, according to size. Send for particulars at once and
name two good references.

Address STODDARD & PARKHURST,
v2-27tf  Chicago. 111.

Forty thousandcases of goods were ship
ped from our house in One Year, to families, clubs an

merchants in every part of the country, from Maine to Cali-
fornia, amounting in value to over

ONE MILLION DOLLARS.
Our facilities for transacting this immense business arc

better than ever before. We have agents in all the princi-
pal cities to purchase goods from the Manulacturers Im-
porters, and others, for Cash, and often at an immense
sacrifice from the original cost of production.

Our stockconsists, in part, of the followinggoods:
Shawls, Blankets, Quilts, Cottons, Ginghams, Dre*s

Goods, Table Linen, Towels, Hosiery, Gloves, Shirts, Cor-
sets, &c.

Silver-Plated Ware, Spoons plated on Nickel Silver, Des-sert Forks, five-bottle plated Castors, Britannia Ware, Glass
Ware, Table and PocKet Cutlery, in great variety.

Elegant French and German Fancy Goods, Beautiful Pho
tograph Albums, the newest and choicest styles in Morocco
and Velvet Bindings.

Morocco Traveling Bags, Handkerchiefand Glove Boxes
&c.

Gold and Plated Jewelry, of the newest styles.
-

We a!so made arrangements with some of the lead-
ing Publishing Houses, that will enable ua to sell thestandard and iatest works of popular authors at aboutonc-hali tho regular price:—suchas Byron, Moork. Burns,
Miltonand Tenyson-s Work#, ia full Gilt sad Cloth Bind-
ings,—and hundreds of others.

These and everything else for

One dollar fob each article.
We do not offer a single article ©i merchandise, that can

be sold by regnlardealers at our price. Wo do not ask you
to buy goods from us unless we can sell them cheaper than
you can obtain them in any other way,—vbile ihe groater
part of our goods are sold at about

One-Half the Regular Rates.
We want good reliable agents ia every part »f the coun-

try. By employing yo*r spare time te form clubs and
sending us orders, you can obtain tho most liberal com-
missions, »ilher in Cask er Merchandise, and all
goods sent ky us will be as represented,and we guarantee
satisfaction to every one dealing with our house.

Agents should collect ten cents from each customer and
forward to us in advanse, for Descriotive Checks of the
goods we sell.

The holders ef the Checks have the privileg« of either
purchasingthe article thereondescribed, or exchangingforany article mentioned on our Catalogue, numbering over
35U different articles,—notone of which can be purchased
in the usual way for the same msney.

The advantagesof first sending for checks are these ; We
are constautly buying small lots of very valuable goods,
which are aot on our catalogues, and for which we iesne
checks till all are sold; besides, in every large club we
will put checks for Watches, Quilts, Blankets, Dress Pat-:erns, or some other article of value, givinq somt members
if the club an opportunity of purchasing an article for about
me quarter of Us value.
"In every order amountingto over $50. accompaniedby

:he cash, the Agent may retain $2.00, and ia ev«ry order of
>ver $100, $3.00 may be retained to

PAY THE EXPRESS CHARGES.
This offer is more especially to assist Agents in the West-

irn and SouthernStates, but is open to ail customers.
COMMISSIONS:

— Agentswill be paid ten per cent, in Cash or Merchandise, i
when they fill up their entire club, for which below we
give a partial list of Commissions :

~

For an order of $30, from a Club of Thirty, we will
"

pay the Agent, as commission,28 yds. Brown or Bleached ,
Sheeting, Good Dress Pattern, Wool Square Shawl, French ,

y Cassimere Pants and Vest Pattern, Fine Large White Coun-, terpane, etc., etc,, or $3.00 in cash.
For an order of $50, from a Club of Fifty, we will i

cr pay the Agent, as commission,45 yds. Sheeting, One pair t
heavy Wool Blankets, Poplin Dress Pattern, Handsome h, Wool Square Shawl, Silver-Case Watch, etc., etc., or $5,00

£ incash. j
For ail order of $100, from a Club of One Hundred, \

- wewill pay the Agent, as commission,100 yds good yard-
wide Sheeting, Coin-Silver IIuntiDg Case Watch, Rich Long

= Wool Shawl, Suit of Wool French Cassimere, etc., etc., or
w $10 incash, p,

We do not employ any Travelling Agents, and customers in
should not pay money to persons purporting to be our pe

^ agents,unlesspersonallyacquainted.
" SEND MONEY ALWAYS BY REGISTEREDLETTERS A

For further particulars send for Catalogues,
PARKEIi & CO., in,

98and 100 Summer St., Boston, Mass.    z~ t is
-C/*'.52352256lSaE:2SS£S2Katf

Cpl^- T--XO-3T
Is curable! We have.1 D«»itiie t. m. <i\ j.,, ;. ;:u,j B

ders of the throat and Jiro-c, ..n,i gj "*0,'
^ | Jl

offer immediate and permanent r«i'< , in nil ee. See a
testimonials ! $1 .ccoivili §

23X3 
given by us for any case in which we do not afford pouiive S

benefit. All who would be

can receive a sample ofjour medicine free.
Address, SAYRR & CO., 210 Broadway, ^
     —— Un

M NEW MUSIC! W |
Subscribers to Peters' Musical Monthly are receiving all the Alatest and best Music by Hays, Thomas, Kinkel, Frey, Keller, toriBishop, etc„ at less than one cent per page. It is issued on in \the first of every month, is printed on fine white paper, from arra

full-size music plates, aud contains over $5 worth of our latest locaand best music in every number. p0r|
Single numbers, 30 cents / ?3 per year. Back numbers sup- Aplied. Vol. IV\ from July to December, sent by mail on re- 5 00'ceipt of$1.50. 'A
J. L. PETERS, music Publisher 599 Broadway, N. Y. 10 0(

Opposite the MetropolitanHotel. \Clergymen and Teachers supplied at 12. 20,0i
,       tion

Michigan State Agricultural College. aul"
  A

Tlie Term for 1870 will begin on cult!

Wednesday, the 23d of February. ci^e
tionf

The College has just completed a large building for the A
occupancy of students, has purchased new apparatus, and Amu
is better prepared than ever before to promote the cduca- A ]
tiou and comfort ofstudents. mas(

  Al
j..    

'

, mere
Instruction is given in the Mathematics and their applica- Law

tious, Chemistry, Botany, Horticulture,Agriculture, a1
Stockbreeding, Physiology, Etomology, Higher inpa

English branches, French, etc. an di

As means of illustration the College has Farm, Gardens, Th
Orchards, Stock, Chemical Laboratory, collections in asket

Natural History, Surveying Instruments, etc. Set
  dnsti

Manual labor is required. o/ad
Expenses are very moderate. Fo
  andj

Send for Catalogue or information to ^°lt i
29w4 T. C. ABBOT, President, . guid<

    Lansing,Michigan.

GIECULATI0N 86,000 COPIES! S
JJ^HE greatest success is attending the publication of

BALLOU'S MONTHLY MAGAZINE £c
of any periodical in the world. Each number contains W<
One Hundred Pages of the choicest Stories, Poems and mor<
Engravings, or Twelve Hundred Pages every year for we h
$1.50—being fully three-fourths as large as either of the ofth
four dollar Magazines, at about one third their price. faith

BriT JSTow is the time to Subscribe. ^8 in ai
Terms—$1.50a year; 7 copies, $9; 13 copies, $15.

Sind stamp for specimen copy and prospectus to
ELLIOTT. THOMES & TALBOT,

1 Publishers, Boston, Mass.

The Great Spiritual Remedy.
MRS. SPEJTCE'S

POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE
POWDERS.

mm MAGIC CONTROL of ihe POS fTE V IS
. JE over diseases

ot all kmdf. is WONDEHFUL BKtOXJD ALL ?iiSC£-DhNT. They do no violence to the svsten. csnxiic no
PtRGING. NO NAUSEATING, NO 'V OfflTISS NO
NAKUOflZISG. MEK. WOflfKa fend CHIXMUiwnncl them a silent but sure success.
. ^ he FOWITIVE!^ cure Neuralgia, H®d»siaei,
Rheumatism, Pains of all kinds; Diarrhoea, Dyeeitery,
vomiting. Dyspepsia,Flatulence, Worms.allyeMult Wea*-[ nesses and Derangements; Fits, Cramp?, St. Yifcis' I&*cfc.Spasms; all high grades of Soever, Small Pox, Mete.te,
bcarlatma,Erysipelas; all IniiaBiiailomsacut*©rcJirw;-
ic.^ of the Kidnevs. Liver, Lungs, Womb, Bladifc*. *r »iy
other organ of the body; Ca tar rlc 9 Consumption,B>rot»<*

Coughs, Cold?; Scrofula, Nervous*e«ts,
lessness, etc.

rL^lie JSfKO VTlV1-Ccure Paralysis sr
ra-sy, whetherof the muscles or of the senses, as in Jriliati
ness, Deafness,loss of taste, smell, feeling or raotioa ; all
low Fevers, such as Xy pit old and the Typhus: «sl-
treme .Nervous or Muscular Prostration or Relaxa"
tiou.

Both the POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE are needed
in Clulls and Fever.

PHYSICIANSare delighted with them. AGENTS a*d
Druggistsfind ready sale for them. Printedterms t«
Agents, Druggists, and Physicians sent Free.

FULLER LISTS OF DISEASES and DIRECTIONS
accompany each box, and also sent free to any addr*£P.
Send a brief description of your disease if you pr«tfcr spe-
cial written directions.

Mailed f 1 i^OJT, 44 POWDERS Sl.O*

poaftdf' A-*.
PRICES: \2B0^ES'- 

SENI> MONEY AT OCR RISK. Sums of $5, 9* MOSB.
if sent by mail, should he in the f<A-m of MONET
or DRAFTS, or_elsc in REGISTERED LETTERS.
OFFICE,37;4 Sr. Makes ?u«, Niw Yobk.

Address, PROF. PAYTOJf SPENCE, M. D.,
Box 5817, New York. City.

The INGENUITY OF MAN has never yet devised
a remedy for the Fever and Ague, or Ciiilis and
Fever, equal to the Great Spiritual Remedy, tlia
POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE l'OWDEKS. I
have known a single box to care tw© ar three eases, rad&
cally and permanently,in 24 hours. See advertisement«
the Powders in this paper. Mailed, post paid, on j»

ceipt of $1.00 tor oaie box, or $5.00 for six boxes.
Address PROF. PATtTOIX SPEJS'CE, M. B.,

Box 5S17, New York City.

MOJVEY MADE WITHOUT KISK. Send foran Agehcy of the Positive and Negative Pow-ders. See advertisement of the Powders in this oanerAddress PKOF. PAYTOiV SPENCE, M.B..
Box 5817, New York City.

EXECUTRIX SALE
— OF THE—

FINE AET COLLECTION
OP TIIE LATE

THOMAS THOMPSON, Esq.

By IT. II. LEEDS & MINERE, Auctioneers, Art
Galleries, dl7 & 819 Broadway, N. Y., eonmeno

ing Monday, February 7tli, and continuing
day and evening until the entire col-

lection shall be sold.
This collection is believed to be the most extensive and

valuable ever owned in the United States. Compri«i»£
more than a thousand pictures from European Artists, from
the 15th century to the present time, including many origin-
als of great value, also many hundred Painting! from osle-
brated American artists.
The Entire Collection will be Sold without Reserve or

Limitation to close the estate.
The Catalogue, a book of more than 100 cloiely printed

pages, will be forwarded on receipt of 95 ceite. Addr«sttie Auctioneers.

POCKET REV0LVERs7^fusoTo't!r7
A neat, durableweapon,four-inchbarrel, Price $1 SO d(M-
paid. Address S. G. AUSTIN, Elsie, Mich.

Collegiate dt Commercial Institute, (Gen, HusteU's SeheeI)
New Haven, Conn. Winter term begins Jan. XI.

CEi'fjt/ : rj;
CIIA?. A. "DATA, rr.i ' . .

The f.'.ioaoc-st, ard N- ^ -%-**.>» -

Everybody likes i?. T'jrco e-^utjons: Di::
and "Weekly-, i»yp—. A - TH-. yir«rs

at hflif-priee. Full v?i>nvts of market*."«-r ir.ir v"i
«nd Fruit Growers? Clubs, and a tvm^Sete tfe-ry in

r Waeslyand Semi-Weeklyniimbcr. A ofplants and vines to every subscriber; int1n*e>»;ant* t* «»-
aasers unsurprised. $1,000 Life Insurances,Grand P5asr,3,

j Mowing Machine*. Parlor Organs, Sewir'sc Michine', Ac.,
monjj t>,e premiums. Specimens a»d lists f.-eo. Ssasj
Dollar and try it.

~
 
_V?* ENGLAND, Publisher Bun, Jfow York.

For first-ciass new 7 Octave PlaiTot. Senttrial. U. S. Piano Co., New York.

• COMMON SEMilur
' P"moulil to soil the onto

w ED COMMON SEN-SE fAiflL?SEWING MacHI>tk. price only <Jre-t j-
dneemeni* to Agents, xhis is the most popular lew inarMachine ol the day-makes the famous - Slagtic iJcBStitch -will do any kind of work that can be done en any

, Machine—loo.ooosold and the demand constantly ic-creasing. Now is the time to take an Agency. Seed for
SECOMB&^CG ^mir t "'"I^BKtUMB& CO., Boston, Mass., Pittsburg. p3„ 0TLouis,Mo. '

^TAMMERING cured by Bates1 Appliances. For dlscrm-kJ tive pamphlet,addressSimpson Co., box 5070, If. Y.

1 robissoSS
i ANTIDOTE FDR INTEMPERANCE

Is an mfallibla »ure fer the fearful vice. Its as. will at onceI remove the taste or desire for stimulants, and will docui ereatean actual dislikefor them, it can be admin!»toredin tea, coffee,or eaea water,without executing su«Bici#a as
it is free from taste or sm»U. fW" Itikt tictjii of ra-

' 1'EMrERANCB cak ee «r*E». Price $3 per box. Sent free
'

mal'onreceiptor the meney. Sold by Dru»ffists,or ad-dress GEO. It. Robinson & CO., Druggist?, eor. Csnrtand Harrison Streets. BrookHn. New Yorfc.

! H n M H <
TO THIS WORKING CLASS.—We are now prepared tofurnish all classes with constantemployment at home, the

whole of the time or for the spare moment. Business b«w.light and profitable. Persons ef eithersex easily earn from50c. to $5 per evening, and a proportionalsnm by <ev»tift£their whole time to the business. Boys and Girls mthnearly as much as men. That all who see this notice mmsend their address, and test the basiness, we make this an-paralleled offer : To such as are not well satisfied, wo wiHsend $1 to pay for * enbie of writing, full plrticalar», a
valuable sample, which will do to commence work ©a, snd
a copy of™People'sLiteraryCompanion-oneef the lar-gest and best lamily newspapers published—all sent treeby mail. Reader, if you want permanent, profitable work,
address E. C. ALLEN & CO., Augusta, Maine.

KNIT-- KNIT- KNIT-
AGENTS WANTED everywhere to sell the AMERICAN

KNITTING MACHINE,the only practical Family Knitting
Machine ever invented. Price $-23, Will knit 20,000 stitch<»per minute. Address AMERICAN KNITTING MACHINECO., Boston, Mass. or St. Louis, Mo.
Persons thinking of advertising to any extent, will do wellbefore making contracts to apply to

Geo. P. Rowell & Co.
Advertising Agents,

For an estimate. They have unequaled facilities for seenr-mg an insertion of advertisements in all newspaper# andperiodicals at low rat.ea. Address them at

40 Park Row, N. Y.,
nclosing stamp for their circular containing the name« ofnore than one thousand newspapers, and the cost of adver-
ismg in them.

AMER1CM
Newspaper Directory,

PRICE, FIVE DOLLARS.

CONTAINS
A Hist of the Newspapers and other Periodicals 1» themted States and Territories, the Dominion of Canada andle British Colonies; arranged alphabetically by towns rivisr name, days of issue, politics or general character toVmze, subscription price per year, date of «tabli»imeHt,'liter's and publisher'snames, circulation etc """h

A list of Towns and Cities in the United States and Terri-ries, the Dominionof Canada and the British Colonie#which Newspapersand other Periodicalsare published :
ranged alphabetically by counties, giving population'
cation, branch of industry from which it deriTes its im'irtance, etc.
A list of Newspapers and Periodicals claiming more tha»X)0 circulation each issue.
A. list of Newspapers and Periodicals claiming more than,000 circulation each issue.
^Hstof Newspapers and Periodicals claimingmore than,000 circulation each issue, with actual amount of circula-in given in cach case, according to the best accessiblethority.
I list of .Religious Newspapers and Periodicals

list of Newspapers and Periodicals devoted'to A»ri-Iture and Horticulture. **
V list of Newspapers and Periodicals devoted to Medi
le and Surgery.
i, list of Newspaperand Periodicals devoted to Ednr,
nal matters.
i list of Newspapers and Periodicals deroted to th«lusement and Instruction of Children.
L list of Newspapers aud Periodicals devoted to Free-sonry, Odd-Fellowship and Temperance
.listof Newspapers and Periodicals devoted to Com-rce and Finance, Insurance, Eeal Estato, Mechanic*,v, Sporting, Music and Woman's Eights. '
L list of Newspapers and Periodicals printed wholly »r
iart in the German, French, Scandinaven, Spanish Hol-lieh, Italian, Welsh and Bohemian languages. '

Opinionsofthe Press:
'he informationit contains is worth ten times what t«
ed for the book.-Sflr, Mansion, Wis.
eerns to have been prepared with honesty as well as 1h-itry and intelligence.—Nation,N. V. City.
twill be valuable to all who are inter«eted in the seieneeidvertising.—Sunday Herald, Boston. Mass.
'or practical information in regard to the newspaotM
1 periodicals of our country, it is unsurpassed —^ Word*
Jesus, Bockford, III.
tis "anew thing under the sun," and a most *omploto
de to the newspaper business of the United States —
tss and Messenger, Knoxville, Tenn.
t surpasses all the NewspaperDirectories evtr p®blhihe«
ler in Americaor Europe. So completea work has Ions:n wanted in this country.—City Item, Philadelphia 1't'he work is handsomelyprinted and the matter contained
t most splendidly arranged. Eowell & Co. have bub-;d a work which was much needed by advertisers andtors in all parts of the country.—A'cje l'orl Weekly.
behave among our ready-reference books none that Hi
>re valuable or more frequently consulted than the onehave most recently added to the number. The editor
this most useful and most handy book has done hiaworfc
[hfnlly and well, and the publishers have brought it oai
an elegant typographical garb.—Republican Lyon*. If. £

Forwarded on receipt of Price, S5.
GEO. P. ROWELL & CO., rcwjsHXBa,

No.40 Park H'UV, New York*
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Philosophical Dept.

J. s. lOVCIJNO. - - Editor,

All eommuiiic&u*. • f*r ikis i^opartment should be

addressed to the Ed.cor, at Battle Creek, Mich.

EXISTENCEOF GOD.

"My doctrineshall drop as the rain;
My speech shall distil as the dew ;
As the small rain upon the tender herb,
And as the showers upon the gra=s-"—Jehokah.

"As other men have creeds, so I have mine;
I keep the holy faith In God, in man,
And in the angels ministrant between.'*—T'dton.

"I hold a faiih more dear to me
Than earth's rich mines, or fame's proud treasures,

**#**
A faith that plucks from death its sting;
Communeswith angels every day,
Sees God, the good in everything.
Whp.rfi Truth. KiarnnL hnldfl hftr swav."—Powell.

Herbert! Spencer's Philosophy.

Of the many great men, which the present
century has produced, but few have rendered
more important service to the cause of educa-
tion and human progress than Mr. Spencer.
Taking, as he does, high ground against al]
the creed-cramping philosophies of the day,
he has made himself obnoxious to the wrath
of the clergy, and to the sharp, carping
criticisms of all who follow the lead of the
priesthood. It is not our purpose to detail
all these objections, or to restate all of Mr.
Spencer's positions. Nor is it necessary for
the gist of all clerical opposition to his works,
is found in the supposition that he inculcates
the idea that all forma come into being in ac-
cordance with the law of evolution, instead of
direct creation by an Almighty person. Mr,

Spencer does not see the necessity for invoking
miracle, and therefore, the clergy can see
nothing but danger from the circulation of
his books. But the popularity of some por-
tions of Mr. Spcncer's writings is so great,
that the common slang denunciatory of infi- j
del will not answer the purpose ; hence, he
must be assailed in some other way. His
philosophy itself must be shown to be at fault.
And as Mr. Spencer lays so much stress up-
on the fact of evolution, making that the law
of progress in a very strong sense, it has been
attempted to show that he only presented one
half the truth, For, while he defines the law
of progress to be the evolution of the hetero-
geneous from the homogeneous, some of his
critics declare that involution is as real as ev
olution, and therefore, he is wrong. Now it
is not to be supposed, that a man of such
power of thought could write as he has of evo-
lution and never think of involution. Of
course not, Mr. S. recognizes the law of in-
volution as really as he does its opposite ; but
his position is that in the production of the
present order of things, the heterogeneous has
been evolved from the homogeneous. This is
the greatest fact, and so far as the law of invol-
ution has come into play, it has been in *n in-
ferior degree, aud to an infinitesimal extent
compared with the other. To illustrate this,
take a living creature. As related to the
great mass, the animal, or man, comes under
the category of the heterogeneous ; but con-

siderd by itself as a separate entity, it is a
homogenity formed of multitudious hetero-
geneities. When, then Mr. S. affirms evolu-
tion to be the method of progress, he is
speaking of the whole epoch of formation and
growth, without ignoring in the least, the
limited sphere of involution, which the larger
one, evolution includes. It is, however, with
the consideration of all thinkers whether we
have not reached the highest point of evolu-
tion, and whether human progress hereafter
is not to be mainly the steady dimiiiuation of
the hetreogeneous, by fusing the separate
entities of thought and idea in wider, more
all-embracing generalizations. We think this
ceurse has already commenced, and the ten-
dency of thought is to a higher unity, instead
of a more divergent individualism, unless we
much misread the development of our age, its
thinkers are seeing eye to eye, as never before
in human history. The constancy and inexo-
rableness of laws is uniformily admitted as to
most of the phenomena of our existence.
Principles, once supposed to be antipodes, are
now seen as the dual halves of one perfect
whole. And the conviction is deepening that
we are only commencing the grand work of
unifieation. Perhaps, it is not too daring a
speculation, to suppose that Evolution and In-
volution are the equal segments of the Eter-
nal circle of changing being. Not separated
by any sharp lines of demarkation, but each
one predominate in its respective sphere.
Thus, from one vast, homogeneous oeean of
unparticled matter, has been evolved systems
of worlds, with all their innumerable forms of
organic and inorganic entities. But as the
coming eternities sweep on, the worlds will
have travelled the era of evolution, and have
entered upon that of involution. Worlds
and suns will be resolved again into the great
fire ocean, and creation must recommence, at
the beginning of another great world year.
Thus substance must travel the infinite spiral
of creation and dissolution, or evolution and
involution. That man will escape the opera-
tion of this law can hardly be supposed. His
personal life will most likely run parallel
with that of the Stellar Universe to which he
belongs. This is, however, a speculation,
and if the law of Involution, some millions
of years hence, shall find us ripened up, so as
to drop into the vast ocean of impersonal
spirit, from whence we came, we shall gladly
and sweetly sink into the deep sleep of God.

Excepting this speculation respecting man,
we understand Mr. Spencer to hold the doe-
trine of Involution essentially as stated
above, and therefore, the speculations of
would-be critics fallBharmless to the ground.
Truth will most surely vindicate itself in the
end, and the temporary mistatemcnts re-
specting its teachings will pass away like the
mist of the morning revolving a glorious sun.

Having said this much in behalf of Mr.
Spencer, and entertaining the most profound
admiration for his genius, culture and bold-
ness in the enunciation of unpopular truths,
and with no wish to detract one iota from his
well earned fame. Yet, we feel compelled to
dissent from the almost universal concession te
him of being the originator and first teacher
of the doctrine of Evolution. So far as we
know, to him belongs the honor, of first us«-
ing the happy terminology by which science

may so readily express itself; but the idea
was taught clearly and vfetaistakeably some
time before the publication of Mr. Spencer's
works. In the year 1847, a large volume
was issued from the press in New York, and
about the same time in England, Mr. Spen-
cer's residence, entitled "Nature's Divine
Revelations, And a voice to mankind." In
this volume, given by A. J. Davis, then an
uncultured lad in his teens, while in a mes-
meric trance, we find the whole theory of
evolution distinctly affirmed. In fact, a very
large portion of the work is devoted to an
exposition of the processes of evolution, com-
mencing with the "vast Univerceolum" of
"unparticled," "homogeneous" substance,
and following it out into the innumerable,
"heterogeneous" forms which now make up
the boundless whole of the Universe. Mr.
Davis, to be sure does not always use precise-
ly the same terms as does Mr. S., but he does
employ those of precisely the same import.
Mr. S., says evolution—outrolling, while Mr.
D., and his school, more often express the
process by the terms development or unfold-
ing. Those who have understandingly read
the Revelations, will need no citations or
references to substantiate our position as to
Mr. D's teaching, for, to all the accepters of
the "Harmonial Philosophy," it has been
a settled fact for many years. But for those,
who have not perused this wonderful book, we
give a few quotations. In the first chapter
of Part II, we find the following : "In tiib

Beginning), the Univercoelum was one bound-
less, nndefinable, and unimaginable ocean of
Liquid Fire. * * * * This was the

original condition of Matter, It was with-
out forms ; for it was but one form. It was
without parts ; for it was a whole. Particles
did not exist ;^'but the whole was as one^Far-
ticle, * * * ** Matter and Power were
existingfas a whole inseparable. The 1Mat-
ter contained the substance to produce all
suns, all worlds,? and systems {.of worlds
throughout the immensity of space. "Language
cannot more fully express the idea of homo-
geniousnesa than do the above quoted sen-
tences. And these are not mere incidental
phrases, but they constitute the fundamental
definitions of the book, and are set forth as
expressing the basic principles of the philoso-
phy. By following up the author's revela-
tions, we find not only the idea of evolution
continually presented, but the language also.
For instance, on page 139, Part II, Mr. D.,
says. "Yet it is but one general Evolution of
Worlds from the great eentre, and therefore,
is but one infinite production from one eter-
nal origin, "on page 142." And from this
great, living Vortex roll forth the unimagina-
ble elements, properties, combinations, laws,
forces forms, and motions that have produced,
and will still produce an infinitude of sys-
tems, and systems of systems." In these,
and numerous analogous passages the philo-
sophy of evolution is stated as clearly and
strongly as by Mr. Spencer himself.

Now let it be noted, that the "Revelations,"
were published in 1847, and in England as
well as here—that the publication created
a great sensation on account of the youthful-
ness of the author, and still more so, from
the peculiar condition in which he delivered
it. It would be very strange if Mr. Spencer
had not read this work of the youthful seer.
But the time has not come for a frank ac-
knowledgment of the merits of this unique
production,' or of the standing of its author
in the world of thought. Another age must
do this tardy justice. But as Spiritualists,
as students of the Harmonial Philosophy, we
have put on record the fact that the doctrine
of Evolution cannot be credited exclusively
to Herbert Spencer, but to A. J. Davis.
Moreover, its presentation came not through
the accredited channels of science, but of
revelation from the sphere of causation,
through the opened intuition of an ignorant
boy. We do not say these things to dispar-
age science in the least, but to hint to the
proud Greeks of scholastio culture, that all
knowledge comes not through their methods.
It may be said that Mr. S. had no knowledge
of the Revelations, and it may be true that
ho had not; but it is an absolute certainty
that Mr. Davis had not seen any of Mr.
Spencer's works, from the fact that none of
his philosophical productions were written till
after the appearance of the Revelations.
Did the limits of this article allow, we think
it could be satisfactorily shown that the theo-
ry of the unknowable is not so exclusively
the property of Mr. Speneer as has been sup-
posed by some. We are sure that for years
we have been accustomed to present essen-
tially the same ideas, in the use of the same
terms, before his books were re-printed in
America. The air of this age is burdened
with ideas, and the human consciousness is
gathering them in. Spiritualism seems a
prolific soil for their birth and growth.

The Purpose of Spiritualism.

In recent numbers we have defined Spiritu-
alism to be a New Religion—a New Dispen-
sation. We have found all the characteristic
features, which distinguish a new religious
era, appertaining thereto. We might
strengthen this position, were it necessary,
by showing that Christianity is in precisely
the same condition as was the old Polytheism
of Greece and Rome at the advent of Christi-
anity. An eminent writerremarks as follows:
"Added to the effect of geographical discove-
ry was the development of philosophical criti-
cism. It is observed,that soon after the first
Olympied, the Greek intellect very rapidly
expanded. Whenever man reaches a certain
point in hi* mental progress, he will not be
satisfied with less than an application of exist-
ing rules to ancient events. Experience has
taught him that the course of the world to-
day is the same it was yesterday ; he unhesi-
tatingly believes that this will also hold good
for to-morrow. He will not believe or contem-
plate any break in the meehanism of his-
tory. He will not be satisfied with a
mere uninquiring faith, but insists upon hav-
ing the same voucher for an old fact that he
requires for one that is new. The operation
of this principle is seen in all directions
throughout Greek literature after the date
that has been mentioned, and this the more
strikingly as the time is later. The national

intellect became more and more ashamed of
the fables it had believed in its infancy. Of
the legends, some are allegorised, some are
modified, some are repudiated. The great
tragedians accept the myths in the aggregate,
but decline them in particulars; some of the
facts transform or allegorise them ; some use
them ornamentally, as graceful decorations.
It is evident that between the educated and
the vulgar classes, a divergence is taking
place, and that the best men of the times see
the necessity of either totally abandoning
these cherished fictions to the lower orders,
or of gradually replacing them with some-
thing more suitable. Such a frittering away
of sacred things was, however, very far from
meeting with public approbation in Athens
itself, although so many people in that city
had reached that state of mental development
in which it was impossible for them to con-
tinue to accept the national faith. They tried
to force themselves to believe that there must
be something true in that which had been
believed by so many great and pious men of
old, which had approved itself by lasting so
many centuries, and of which it was by the
common people asserted that absolute demon-
stration could be given. But it was in vain;
intellect had outgrown faith. They had come
into that condition to which all men are lia-
ble—aware of the fallacy of their opinions,
yet angry that another should remind them
thereof!" It would be impossible to por-
tray more accurately tlie present condition
of Christendom than is done in the above ex-
tract. If the terms did not apply it to the
decadence of Polytheism, we should feel sure
the author was describing our own age. But
when such a period is reached, a new religion
becomes a necessity and nothing can arrest
its advent. Humanity will evolve one as na-
urally as the motion of the planetary orbs.
And as there is nothing which can lay claim
to essential newness outside of the great
spiritual movement, we are warranted in the
position we have taken. But having made
our argument thus complete—having found
through recurrence of phenomena old as his-
tory, that the human intellect had outgrown
the old faith, as to their character, and mode of
production, and had disoved their entire dis-
severance from the domain of the supernatu-
ral or miraculous, and has relegated them en-
tirley to the realm of law, or the orderly
acting of natural forces ; and furthermore,
has found the phenomena of to-day to paral-
lel all the assured miracles of former times,
there is evolved, of necessity, in the human
consciousness, the idea of a natural, yet spir-
itual religion. We are not, pirecipitated into
materialistic, atheistic naturalism, as were
the infidels of the last century, for the phe-
nomena of spiritualism assures us of an here-
after, while it dissipates the old dreams as to
its character.

Our fundamental idea has been stated—it
springs naturally from our fundamental facts.
Now, as these phenomena are the result of
concerted action on the part of men and wo-
men in the spiritual spheres of life, the ques-
tion is pertinent, what end do you propose ?
What is your purpose in this movement ?
Man cannot act without some definite pur-
pose, hence, there is one in this movement.
What it is, we are concerned to ascertain.
Coming, as it does, in the decline of the old
religion, it joins hands with its enemies for
its entire overthrow, and yet it adopts all
there is of good therein. The superstition
only dies. As it proposes the overthrow of
the old religion, it must certainly contemplate
tfie establishment of a new system, upon a
new and different basis. That is, the power
—the intelligence producing the manifesta-
tions must thus have purposed. But, when
we change a nation's religion, we also change
the genius, and form of its government—the
nature and spirit of its laws, in fact the tone
and habits of its social life. It needs no
lengthy argument, to show that the principles
ef all governments are borrowed from the
teachings of the people's religion. It is no
vain boast of the pulpit, that the jurispru-
dence of the civilized world is borrowed from
their sacred books. It is fundamentally so,
and the more humane portions, are those
which infidelity has wrung from the reluc-
tant savegeism of our dominant religion.
The whole history of important legislation
for a century past, is one of contest, between
a growing humanitarianism on the one hand,
and the brutal barbarism of the church, on
the other. Religion is the fountain whence
issue the streams of government and so-
cial order. Consequently, to change the re-
ligion implies the purpose to revolutionize all
the minor departments of human life. We
might as well say that the man, who aimed to
effect an entire change in the character and
condition of our blood, had no purpose to af-
fect the general condition of the body, as to
pretend that the promulgators of a new re-
ligion have no intention to modify the gov-
ernmental and social conditions of people.
It is true, that some, who attach themselves
to it, may not fully comprehend its nature
and scope, but those who conceive it and un-
derstand it, know full well that it can com-
prehend nothing less than an entire revolu-
tion of all social conditions—to " make all
things new," is the only possible limit of its
purpose. Such is the purpose of the spirit
world in its manifestations of the present
eentury. Some one may object, that the pur-
pose was to convince man of his immortality.
This, however, as an end would never be at-
tempted. If purposed, it would only be as a
means to an end, and not the end itself. This
we will more fully show hereafter.

It is one evidence of the extreme sagacity
of the clergy that they perceived the scope of
spiritualism long before some of its adherents
had themselves suspected it, and they urge it
as an objection, which some attempt to repel by
denying its truth. This is unfortunate, for
it obscures the actual merits of our religion,
and places us in a false position with our op-
posers as well as with those who would be
earnest friends if they only understood the

real merits of the New Dispensation. We

hope to make this matter clear to all the

readers of the Aqe. And we hope the large

purpose of the angel world will stimulate us
to a more perfect fellowship with them in the
measures for its accomplishment.

Written for the Present Age.

The Lesson of j)istrust.

BY LIBBIK.

Among all the lessons, which humanity is
forced to learn, there is none so hard or re-
quiring more time than the lesson of distrust.
From the earliest period of consciousness,
man trusts and desires to believe in the truth
and moral worth of his brother, and though
years may follow years of unloving, unrest-
ful life filled with betrayal and sorrow,
though one friend after another may prove
traitor to the holiest trusts, the soul never
ceases its search for the ideal God or Goddess
of its early dreams. The first look of Baby's
eyes in ours is confiding, those little win-
dows, which let the earth light into its in-
ner consciousness, know not suspicion. It
stretches its tiny arms for aid, and strong
ones clasp it. It raises its infant wail for
care or love, and tender voices, modulated by
love, murmur in sweet song a lullaby. Its help-
lessness appears to the love in our nature, tis
faith calls forth our loyalty. But as baby
grows older, and the muscles harden with age,
as it grows stronger to stumble and fall, pa-
rents are apt to throw it upon its own respon-
sibility ; forgetting the spirit which ever
needs the same love and care, and hesitate
not in frightening the wounded ideal, or griev-
ed spirit with fables of "black bears" or
" ghosts." We have often been grieved be-
yond expression when hearing mothers and
fathers poison the susceptible minds of their
children with these foolish and sinful false-
hoods, thus laying at the home fireside the
foundation for future distrust and untruth.
If children cannot believe their own parents,
whom can they trust ? But the soul loves
truth; the soul loves to trust, and all
through our weary lives we seek for it. Who
is so cold, or has grown too old to not pine
for that which we imagined in our dreamy
child days V Who does not long for shelter
from the rude winds, and pelting storms of
this wild sea of doubt and distrust! Who
does not long to smile upon and greet all hu-
man kind and as our brother and sister—
parts of own lives, with no fear of the slimy
serpent of slander which spits it% baneful vi-
rus upon life's sweetest flowers ? Who is
not weary of the burden of our own fullness
of love, which yearns for the holy retreat of
love tq grieve it forth freely ? Is there a
man or woman so vile to-night, (this merry
Christmas night) as not to desire, deep down
in the green oasis in the desert of his or her
life, the deep appreciation of one soul, who
is true ? I answer no. But man is to him-
self the greatest mystery." All our lives we
seek to be known, and to know others ; seek
to trust and be trusted, and from time to
time, our best and holiest outgushings are
thrust back upon us, the white robe we put
upon our brother the crown of glory, all the
the costly habiliments of love's sacred gift
are lain soiled and torn at the door of our
hearts. Are we never to find this rest ? Are
we always to wear the crown of thorns, and
drink the wormwood of life ? To-night I am
alone—a stranger among those who should
know me best. I have gathered a few flowers,
and, when I would have taken them to my
breast, the thorns pierced me, and I found
the brightness had gone—nothing was left
but a serpent whoso glaring eyes looked up
in mine as though 'tweuld sting me to
my life eenter. I shudder to-night, and
though to my ears come the glad charms of
youthful veices, with the merry jingle of bells;
though the same true stars are above me, the
same calm moon looking dawn with her cold
queenly face ; the same sun at mid-day, the
gentle rain and dew in their season ; soft,
pure snow in its time, coming to cover our
dead mother, and then disappearing before
the march of the incoming spring—time
flowers ; yet with all these trusty friends,
companions, preachers, prophets though they
be, I am alone ; for when I reach to the hu-
man plants in the garden of life, where I fain

would " rest me till the cool of the day,"

when I would fill my pitcher at their well, or
give them of my abundance, they know me

not, and this is life to-day. He who loves,
is he who agonizes ; he who trusts, is of-

ten he who is most deceived ; he who toils,
is he who suffers; ho who wins unfading
laurels, is he who bears the stigma of truth
upon his brow. But there comes a day in
the " eternities," when all these blissfull
dreams will become luminous realities, clad in
robes of living light. A realm of peace,
where souls shall learn to trust and be
trusted ; where man and woman shall know
their own, and none shall say them nay.

From Des Moines Daily Register.

Rev. W. W. Kins and tub Spiritual-
ists. Editor Register:—I had the pleasure
of listening on Sunday to the dedication ser-
mon of Rev. W. W. King, the greater por-
tion of which was in strict accordance with
the Harmonial Philosophy. Indeed, Mr.
King is a very liberal clergyman; but we
Spiritualists, while rejoicing in the free use
which liberalist Christians make of our am-
munition, do protest against having our own
heads shot off. It is not kind. In the afore-
said sermon Mr. King declared the heretical
opinion as his own, that the Bible is notplen-
arly inspired ! That is good Spiritualistic
doctrine. We were hardly prepared, after
hearing that statement, to listen to this in the
same sermon:

" I wonder how the believers in modern
Spiritualism can reject the Bible, and reserve
for it their fiercest hate and scorn."

Yet Mr. King vied with us, in the last Iowa
State Convention of Spiritualists, in the com-
parison of liberal views of the Bible. He sat-
isfied us that he did not believe in its divine
inspiration any more than we do. He said
he did not see any reason why Spiritualists,
worthy of the name, and Universalists should
not unite. I replied that it would afford us
great pleasure to unite with Liberalists every-
where, and enquired, What shall be the basis
of our union ? We Spiritualists, I said, could
not endorse the errors of Universalism; we
could not accept the doctrine of the divinity
of Christ, nor the Bible as an infallible reve-
lation from God to man. Mr. King says he
does not believe in the infallibility of the Bi-
ble. As to Christ, he said He was a man,
born of a woman, not miraculously, but natur-
ally, in the same manner that all men are
born. The response of several members of
the Convention was that Spiritualists could
unite with Universalists if they were all as
liberal as Mr. King.

Now, it is not true that Spiritualists reject
the Bible, unless to disbelieve in its plenary
inspiration is a rejection of it—in which

case our friend is infected with as much infi-
delity as we are. It is not true that Spiritu-
alists reserve for the Bible their fiercest hate
and scorn. They accept the truth in it, and
reject its errors, so far as they can determine
what is true and what is false. Mr. King
does the same thing.

There has been considerable misrepresenta-
tion of Spiritualism by the clergy of this city.
Our authors have been garbled, our views
distorted, and our motives aspersed.

To the clergy of Des Moines—any one or
all of them—I extend a courteous invitation
to orally discuss modern Spiritualism ; and if
it is the infamous system you have publicly
represented it to be, we Spiritualists will
help you bury it from human sight. You
owe it to the cause of truth, to your own
people, and to Spiritualists, to accept this in-
vitation to debate. W. F. Jamieson.

For the Present Age.
OPEN THE DOOR AND THOU WILT SEE THE

LIGHT.

BY. S. N. W.

I sat within a darkened room, I thought,
Downcast, and sad, wishing for a single ray

Of light, wondering when it would be day;
Thus murmuring on, while yet, I think I sought

To know, what had this utter darkness brought;
Methinks a voice I heard, it said this; "Pray !"

And then, again, it seemes to speak straitway,
"Would'st know from whence all darkness comes ? be

taught
That error is a cloud, which denser grows,

Until it brings innumerable woes.
Be taught, that if the darkness of the night,

Thou'dst shun, and shun most sad and bitter throes
Of heart; if rather thou would1 st that the sunshine

bright,
Open the door, and thou wilt see the light."

ITEMS.

Salesmen and Employees in A. T.
Stewart's Retail Store.

The average daily sales in silks in this es
tablishment have of late been $15,000; cali
coes $l,500;relects,$2,000; gloves $1000
furs, $1000 hosiery, $600; boys' clothing
$700; Yankee Notions, $600; embroideries
$1000; carpets, $5,500. The total average
daily receipts of the entire establishment ar
$60,000 and have been known to reach $87
000.
To superintend and do all this buisness ther

• is one general superintendent and nineteei
superintendents of departments, nine cashiers
twenty-five book-keepers, thirty ushers, fifty
five porters, two hundred cash bosy, nin
hundred seamstresses and others in the mann
facturing department (including the laundry
three hundred and twenty clerks of whom
small proportion are women, and one hun
dred and fity in the carpet department in va
rious capacities. With the extra help ofte
demanded, twenty two hundred persons ar
usually required to discharge the duties of th
establishment. Such figures were never b<
iore known in the trade of a single house.

The business hours are from 6 o'clock, F
M., with thirty minutes intermission for dir
ner for each employee ; but one-half are a
ternately dismissed at 6 o'clock, P. M
When leaving all must pass through a privat
door, where they run the gauntlet of two es
perienced detectives, maintainsd at a cost c
$2, 400 per annum, to protect the proprieto
from his employees, and his customers fror
pick-pockets, and whose particular mission i
is just then to see that ne one leaves with sus
ninmnti no nlr n rraa  dnlrtnrn -fn*• - TfrntlflVH

He Drinks.

How ominous the sentence falls !—How we
pause in conversation and ejaculate—"It's a
pity!" How his mother hopes he will not
when he grows older, and his sisters persuade
themselves that it is only a few wild oats that
he is sowing! And yet the old men shake
their heads and feel gloomy when they think
of it. Young men just commenced life, bouyant
with hope don't drink. You are freighted with
a precious cargo The hopes of your wives, of
your children—are all laid upomyou. In you
the aged live over again their young days:
through you only can the weary one obtain a
position in society, and from the level on whieh
you place them, must your children go into the j
great struggle of life.

Good Hit at "Sects."

John Wesley once was troubled in regard to
the disposition of the various sects and the
chances of each in reference to future happi-
ness or punishment. A dream one night trans-
ported him in his uncertain wandering to the
gates of hell.

"Are there any Roman Catholics here ?"
asked thoughtful Wesley.

"Yes," was the reply.
"Any Presbyterians?"
"Yes."
"Any Congregationalists?"
"Yes."
"Any Baptists?"
"Yes."
"Any Methodists?" by way of a clincher,

asked the pious Wesley.
"Yes !" to his great indignation, was an-

swered.
In the mystio way of dream, a sudden trans-

lation—and he stood before the gates of heav-
en.

Inproving his opportunity, he again inquir-
ed :

"Are there any Roman Catholics here?"
"No," was the reply.
"Any Presbyterians?
"No."
"Any Congregationalists?"
"No."
"Any Baptists ?"
"No."
"Any Methodists?"
"No."
"Well, then," he asked in wonder, "who

ire there inside ?"
"Christians!" was the jubilant answer.

A. O. Wort ley,
Kalamazoo.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

JEWELRY!
American Waltham and Elgin

WATCHES!
STERLING, ELECTRO-PLATE.
COIN, HOLLOW & FLAT

SilveR -WarE
BKIDAL-G-IFTS,

CLOCKS, JEWELRY,
BRONZES, CUTLERY,
PARIAN, FANCYGOODS,
FORKS, SPOONS, &c., &c.

Corner Main and Burdick Sts.,
49-ly. KALAMAZOO

SENT FREEl
H. O'KEEFE, SON & CO'S

SEED CATALOGUE
And GUIDE to the

Flower and Vegetable
GARDEN for 1870.

Publishedin January. Every lover of flowerswishingthis
new and valuable work, free of charge, should address im-
mediately to M. O'KEEFE, SON & CO, Ellwanger & Bar-
ry's Block, Rochester, N. Y, 14Junel 70

SIMMONS, CLOUGH & CO.'S

IMPROVED CABINET ORGANS
A ND

MELODEONS
Combine "all the desirable features sought for in Instruments of this

Class, and in every essential particular are equal to
THE BEST REED INSTRUMENTS IN THE WORLD,

WITH

Wood's Patent Modifying Chamber and Perfect Harmonic Sweli,
NEWLY INVENTED KNEE LEVER,

MANUAL SUB-BASS,
AND IMPROVED VOCAL TREMOLO

In Walnut Cases, In Jet cases, Varnish Finish,
In Rosewood Cases, Oil Finish, Frencn Polish,

In Ebony Cases, Shellac Finish, Piano Polish.

TONE,-Pure, Sweet, Deep, Rich, Powerful,
ACTION, Prompt, Elastic, Alelloio, Sensative, Durable.

OPERATION, Easy, Convenient, Reliable,
CONSTRUCTION, Simple, Unique, Permanent.

WORKMANSHIP, Artistic, Complete, Thorough.
DESIGN, Neat, Tasty, Elegant.

FINISH, Rich, Beautiful, Faultless.
PRICE, as low as First Class Instruments can be offered anywhere.

TERMS, so liberal as to place them within the reach of all.

Every Instrument Fullys'Warranted for Five Years.
Price Lists sent free by mail to any address. Liberal inducements offered to desirable Agents.

Manufactory and Warevooms•.

Nos. 96 and 98 Miami Avenue, near G-ratiot Street,
A. A. SIMMONS, ) HFTRniTMiPM S J.JE. CLOUGH,
GRANVILLE WOOD. S WU I nVI I , miVn. ) F.J. SIMMONS.

O'KEEFE'S
LARGE WINTER HEAD LETTUCE.
Messrs. M, O'Keefe, Son & Co., the well known and
reliable Seed Importers, Growers, and Florists,
Rochester, N. Y., haying grown and thoroughly test-
ed this new variety for the past three years, now
offer it to the public as a FINE and VALUABLE
acquisition for both the market and privat e garden,
as it is ready for use fully

THREE WEEKS EARLIEK
than any other variety of Lettuce, except that grown
under glass. It will stand the Winter without protec-
tion in the coldest of our northern climates. It forms
very large, solid, exceedingly tender, greenish yel-
low heads, the outside leaves being of a brownish
tinge. Orders for Seed will be received now, to be
filled by mail, in sealed packages, at 50 cents each,
and can only be had GENUINE AMD TRUE at
their establishment. Order immediately of

M. O'KEEFE,SON & CO., Rochester,N. Y.
4to Jan 1

Woman's Advocate.
DEVOTED TO WOMAN:

HER EMANCIPATION"FROM

Religious, Social, Political and Moral

Slavery.

The Woman'sAdvocate,editedby MiriamM. Cole, and
A. J. Boyer, has been received with great favor everywhere,
and has a very generous and liberal patronage.

The Advocate is published every Saturday, in royal
octova form, sixteen pages, and printed on fine white book
paper, manifacturedexpressly for this purpose.

I, TERMS—$250 per year, strictlyin advance.
Sample copy will be sent on receipt of two cent postage

stamp. Address
' J. J. BELVILLE,

Proprietor Woman's Advocate,
Dayton, Ohio.

DR. H. SLADE,
CLA1M¥4>YA.WTS

AND

J. SIMMONS
JpORMERLY of Jackson, are now located at Kalamazoo.

OFFICE-- S. Side Main St., near Bnrdlck.

DR. SLADE'S Clairvoyant ability and past experience
as a Practioner enables him to successfully examine and
prescribe for Patients at a distance by receiving lock of
hair, with name and age.

Examination fee, with written Diagnosis to Patients, $2;
which is credited to remedies where treatment is desired.

CORRESPONDENTS will please write their address
plainly.

All letters pertaining to business should be directed to
J. SIMMONS,

Kalamazoo, Mich.

J. H. BOSTWICK,
LIFE AND FIRE INSURANCE,

REAL ESTATE,
War Claim, Collection and Conveyancing Office,

OFFICE:

Israel's Store, Cor. Rose and Main Sts.,
KALAMAZOO, MICH.

GEO W, WINSLQW & CO'S
STE AM

MARBLE
WORKS.

ESTABLISHED, 1848

Shop on Portage Street, Opposite Union Hall,
KALAMAZOO. MICH.

Having a Steam Engine, and machinery for sand-
rubbing, sawing, and high-polishing Marble, we are
prepared to do work better, and afford it cheaper than
any dealers not having such facilities. A good sup
ply of the best kinds of American and Italian Marble,
kept on hand. MARBLE MANTLES furnished t#
order ; likewise, MONUMENTS of various sizes ana
styles, and Head Stones of all descriptions.

We do not "make bold to say that my hequal
can't be found, because they don't come hover,"
but we do claim that bad shaped letters, bad punctu-
ation, bad grammar and worse spelling, are not com-
mon on work done at ouit shop ; and we pronounce
the marble agent's story that we have " gone out of
the business," and our "wagon will not be seen
around any more," maliciously false.
38-tf GEO. W. WINSLOW & CO.

HAMBAUGK'S
CELEBRATED

Plantation Liniment,

PROPRIETOR, v
MOUNT STERLING, ILLS.

THIS GREAT MEDICINE is justly titled the Lion of
Medicine, from the fact that it contains,within itself

all the properties, strength and virtues of all other pain
killers, disease eradicators, &c„ combined, and is conceded
by eminent Physicians and men of science to be the most
perfect and effectual Remedy ever before offered to the
public of all diseases to which a linament is applicable.

fegT'No Family should be without it.^gj

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED,
OR

M O IV E Y REFUNDED.

FOR SALE BY ALL DRUGGISTS:

WHOLESALE AGENTS.

Burnhams & Van Schaack, Chicago.
Meyer Bros. & Co., - - St. Louis.
F. E- Suire & Co., - - Cincinnati.

—  : '      
.  ' y

Lake Shore & Michigan Southern R. R.
(Kalamazoo Division.)

GOING NORTH.
Leave White Pigeon, 2:10 a. m., 1:00 p. m., 6:00 p. m., 4:46

A. m., 9:00 A. M.
Arrive Three Rivers, 2:40 a. m., 1:40 p.m., 6:40 p. .m., 5:40

a. m., 10:40 a. m.
Arrive at Kalain zoo, 4:35 a. m., 3:10 p.m., 8:05 p. m., 7;4Sa. m., 1:25 a. m.
Arrive at Allegan, 6:15 a. m., 4:40 p. m., 9:88 p. m., 10:t0

a. m., 4:40 p. m.
Arrive at Grand Rapids, 8:15 a. m., 6:30 p. m., 11:15 p. m:,

•1:00 p. m., 8:00 p. m.

GOING SOUTH.
Leave Grand Rap;ds, 6:15 a. m., 12.10 p. m., 7:40 p.m., 1:45

p. 111., 0:00 a. m.
Arrive at Allegan, 7:52 a. m., 1:55 p. m., 9:23 p. m., 4:40

p. m., 10:20 a. m.
Arrive at Kalamazoo, 9:10 a.m.: 3:15 p.m., 10:65 p.m..

7:20 p. 111., 1:45 p. ni.
Arrive at Three Rivers, 10:40 a. m., 4:44 p. m., 12:30 a. m.,

10:00 p. m., 6:40 p. m.
Arrive at White Pigeon, 11:20 a. m., 5:20 p. m. 1:10 a. m.,
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THE PRESENT AGE:
A Weekly Journal,

DEVOTED TO TIIE SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY, POLITB
LITERATUREAND GENERAL INTELLIGENCE,AND

ALL THE REFORMATORYMOVEMENTSOF THE
DAY. SUFFRAGEFOR WOMENSPECIALLY

ADVOCATED.
Doeus M. Fox, - - - Editor in Chief.
Prof. E. Whipple Sc Miss Nettie M. Pease, Associate Editors.
J. S. Loveland. - - Edtr. Philosophical Dpt.
Mrs. E. L. Watson, Mrs. S. A. IIortox, A. B. French, Dr.

F. L. WadswORTn, CorrespondingEditors.
Dr. F. L. H. Willis, Mrs. Love M. Willis, Edt's N.Y. Dpt.

The Resident Editorswill be assisted by a large corps of
the ablest writers in the East and in the West.
Terms of Subscription* $2 a Year,

SIX MONTHS $1 THREE MONTHS, 50 Cents.
INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE.

SPECIMEN COPIES SENT FREE
We have arranged with the publishers of

the following named papers and periodicals,
so as to enable us to make the following very
liberal offers and thus accommodate all classes
of our readers. Will our agents please eall
attention to the advantages of clubbing with
the Present Age for any of the following :
Pkesext Age and Lyceum Banner $2.50
" " N. Y. Independent 4.00
" " " Harper'sM'nthlyMagazine 5.00
" " " " Bazar 5.00
" " •' " Weekly 5.00
" " " The Galaxy 5.00

Our readers will see at a glance, the saving
effected by ordering through this office any of
the above. All of the first-class magazines
of America above named are $4 each. In
addition to the above, we are authorized to
offer as a premium, and will send to all who
subscribe for the Age and Independent, and
remit us $4, postage paid, a copy of Ritchie's
splendid steel engraving of Grant and Colfax,
(the price of which is $2 each.) In other
words, for every new name you may send
us and $4—we will send the Present Age and
the Independent one year, and also both of
these popular engravings, worth in the print
stores $4.

We think these liberal offers, and the efforts
we are making to make the Present Age
the best spiritual paper in the world, will in-
duce all our present readers to go to work and
secure for us at least one copy each.

For particulars as to Harper's publications,
wo refer our readers to notices of the Maga-
zine, Bazar and WeeMy, found on fourth
page. %

In addition to above inducements, let it be
remembered that for every new subscriber for
one year, on receipt of $2, we send as a pre-
mium when claimed at time of remittance, for
one year, the Western Home, a monthly
magazine published in Chicago. See adver-
tisement on third page.

All communications should be addressed to
COL. D. M. FOX, Kalamazoo, Mich.

RATES OF ADVERTISING-.
spauk. 1 wk | 2 wis 1 mo 3 mo 6 mo 1 yea

1 Sq. $1 00 $1 50 ?2 50 $5 00 $8 00 $15 00

2 " 50 2 00 3 00 8 00 15 00 25 00

3 " 2 00 3 00 5 00 12 00 20 00 4000

X col. 5 00 7 00 10 00 25 00 45 00 80 00

X " 8 00 10 00 15 00 40 001 75 00 150 00

1 " 15 OOj 20 ooj 30 00j 75 OojlGO 00 250 00

THE MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD.
Run by Chicago time, 15 minutes slower than Detroit time
 

TRAINS WESTWARD.
STATIONS. Mail Day Exp JJex Ac. E-vg^jfj jPac.Exp

AM AM P M PM PM
Detroit, dep. 7.50 11.00 4.40 6.35 10.G©
Ypsilanti 9.15 11.IS 6.10 7.00 7.10
Ann Arbor 9.50 12.30 6.40 7.30 11.35
Jackson 11.30 2.15   9.15 AM 1.00
Marshall PM12.50 3.23   10.40 2.10
BattleCreek 1.45 3.48   11.15 2.37
Kalamazoo 2.45 4.35 AM 5.50 AM12.22 3.30
Niles 4.50 PM 6.10 7.45 2.35 5.10
MicliCity 7.45 7.45 9.35 4.05 6.53
Chicago. Ar. 8.50 10.Oo 12.00 6.301 9.0

TRAINS EASTWARD.

Dex Ac. Mail NY Exp At'c Exp Ng'tExp
STATIONS.

M AM AM PM PM
Chicago. 4:00 5:00 8.00 4:15 9:00
MicliCity 6:22 7.25PM10.15 7:00 11:15
Niles 7:521 9.00 11.25 8:35 AM12:25
Kalamazoo 10:00 pm 11:00 1.03 10:25 2:25
BattleCre'k   11.58 1.45 11:12 3:20
Marshall   12.50 2:35 AM.11:48 8:53
Jackson   2.15 3:43 1:00 5:15
Ann Arbor AM 7:45 4.00 4:55 2:15 6:50
Ypsilanti 8:10 4.25 5:15 2:35 7:1(>

Detroit. 9:25 5.50 6:20 3:40 8:60 -

DETROIT MD MILWAUKEE RAILROAD.
  

TRAINS WESTWARD.

stations. Express. mail. Accom.

Detroit 8.20 a.m. 9.00 a.m. 3.40 p.m. 9.00 p.m.
L Pontiac, 9.50 10.30 5.00 10.55
Ilolly 10.40 11.40 6.10 12.10A.M.
Owosso 1.20 p. m  2.05
St. Johns 2.30   3.22
Pewamo 3.10  
Muir 3.25   4.32
Ionia 3.45   4.52
GrandRapids 5.00   6.50
Nunica 6.05   8.25
GrandHaven 6.30   900

  TRAINS EASTWARD
stations. Accom. I Mail, j Express, j sleep'Car

Grand Ilaven. i  8.00 a.m. 6,40p.m.

Nunica  [ s.25  7.SO
Grand Rapids  I 9.25 I S.40
Ionia  10.45   11.05
Muir ii.oo   11.25
Pewamo 11.15   11.43
St. Johns 11.55   12.30 a. ac.
Owosso 1.05   1.37
Holly 10.00 A. M. 2.35 4.15p.m. 3.30
Pontiac 11.05 3.40 6.00 4.50
Detroit 12.30 5.15 6.15 6.35

Detroit, Dec., 1869. 5)1103. BELL, Gen'l Supt.


