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» LIFE BLOSSOMS.

INSPIRED BT LYXAX O. ICOWI

Every blossom h u b  i(* promise 
Tho ' it wither on lift’s tree.

It hath wrought its purpose early.
For the fruit that is to be 

I f  the apple be not moulded 
A* our fancy mRy desire,

We they trust tho fragrant promise 
Of its lile, in something higher 

How wc grovel after plmnto^p 
In the forms tha t hide tho goal.

Never dreaming of the blossoms.
That haTe only fruit of soul.

0  ! the  swoetness they hare given 
To the b itter world of frowns.

Hath a language, only spoken,
When we soothe soul of sounds.

The bright blossoms that have perished 
Without product* for tho land,

Have a mission of the spirit,
And a might tha t mast command 

TheUs nothing lost in dying,
When the products of the years,

Are preserved in the translation.
And repented in tho spheres.

^ i t e r a n t ”
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CHAPTER IV.
“ There ia a sweetness in a tear 

Which springs from genuine sympathy,
That nought this side the grave can giTo 

In  such transcendent purity .”

“ Let us gather up the sunbeams 
Lying a ll aronnd oar pa th ;

Let ua keep the wheat and roses,
Casting out the thorns and chaff;

Let ns find our sweetest comfort 
In  the blessings of to-day,

With a patient hand removing 
A ll the briers from our way.”

The duties of the day were all accomplished, 
and Marion sat in her room thinking ; it was 
a strange habit she had, sitting for hours 
thinking and dreaming, wondering in memory 's 
■till chambers, and gazing upon the pictures 
of the past adorning tho walla, or, taking  up 
the circumstances of the present, trying to 
weave them into something like a prophetic 
view of the sealed future. A t such times, 
she loved to think that her mother was near 
her, and with spirit eyas read the tracings on 
the leaves of her heart’s book, and threw 
around her a strengthening influence to enable 
her better to bear the crosses of life, and en­
dure the burdens laid upon her patient should- 

'ers.
This afternoon she was living over the 

evA ts of the day, carefully revolving each 
trivial incident in her own mind, and studying 
where and how she might have done better 
than she d id ; and as the glad sunshine stole 
through the window, and crept stealthily over 
the carpet and kissed her feet, tears fell upon 
her folded hands; the thoughtless words ut­
tered by Maggio W ilbur had sunken deep into 
her heart, and wounded her acutely sensitive 
feelings, and she mused thus :

'• W hy should I  care for those thoughtless 
words 1 no doubt, the careless girl meant noth­
ing by them, and why does the thought that 
she is in some way connected with my destiny 
force itself upon me ? Alas, I  cannot answ er; 
would tha t I  could ; bu t her evident desire to 
tu rn  my friendly overtures to ridicule, almost 
made me cry w ith pain. I  tun too sensitive, 
too easily wounded in feeling, to occupy the 
position of instructor, and yet what else c a t 
I  do ? God help me to do my duty, and oh, 
my angel mother, watch over and guide your 
faltering child a r ig h t; let me feel that your 
spirit is near me, and I  can better bear my 
trials—struggle on with faith and hope, and 
realize tha t after all the storms of life, there 
will eome a  peaceful calm, and quiet rest, that 
will more than recompense tho weary heart 
for all its  struggles, agonies, and burdens.” 

A  loud knock was heard a t  the door, and 
rising from her seat, - and wiping the tears 
from her eyes, she opened the door, and before 
her stood Maggie Wilbur.

"M ay Icome in ?”  asked Maggie, in a child­
ish, pleading way.

"Certainly, I  am glad to see you— shall al­
ways be glad to see any of the young ladieS 
who may he pleased to visit me, s it down.” 
as she spoke, she resumed her own seat— the 
arm chair— Maggie seated herself upon an ot­
toman a t her feet, and looking up into her face, 
with tears in  her blue eyes, said—

“ W ill you forgive mo for my rudeness in the 
recitation room, th is morning? I  did not mean 
to be impudent, tru ly  I  did no t.”

"  I  know you did not, Miss Wilbur, 
and—”

"Please call me Moggie, then I ’ll think you 
like me.”

"W ell, Maggie, I  know you did not, hut 
your words hurt my feeliugs; it was foolish 
in me to allow them to do so, hut I  could not 
help it. I  was thinking of you when you knock­
ed a t my door ; when we first met this mora­
in a l  was strongly attracted towards you. I
oaB never account forSthcse peculiar fcclingB
of attraction or repulsion 1 feel for people of
whom I  know nothing, but I  was attracted to­
wards you most forcibly, and I  determined to 
win your affections, and after the little inci­
dent in the recitation room, I  fearod you had 
tak ra  a dislike to me, and ohoten that way

of manifesting it, and it made me feel very 
unhappy." Sflj||

And I  have been unhappy, to o ; I  am a 
wild, thoughtless girl, and am always doing 
somo thing wrong ; and the last teachor wo 
had, was such a cross old thing, that I did ev­
ery thing I  could to plague her, and I  have got 
so in the habit of saying saucy things, that 
1 did not think a moment before I  spoke this 
morning, bu t your gentle roproof made mo 
feel very unhappy, and I  have done nothing 
but cry about i t  ever sinoe school was o u t ; I  
never was a bit sorry for anything I  have said 
before; and so I  determined to come and ask 
you to forgive me, and forget that I  ever said 
any thing unkind to you— and you will, wont 
you?”

Marion bent down and kissed the rosy cheek 
of Maggie, and taking both her hands between 
her own, she said—

“ W e will forget i t ; let neither of us ever 
speak of i t  again; wc are friends now, Maggio 
W ilbur, may wo evor remain so ; I  am alouo 
in the world ; Mrs. Hanford and you are the 
only friends I  have.”

“  Oh, no, wo're n o t ; all the girls are your 
friends; every one of them likes you, even 
Evelecn Gray, who is so proud and haughty, 
said you were ju st like on angel, and they are 
all trying to please you and make you lovo 
them.”

"W hich  will be no difficult task, I  ain in­
clined to think, and yet I  shall always look 
to you, Maggie, for a deepor friendship, a ho­
lier love, than they can give. I  cannot fath­
om tho reason of this indescribablo attraction 
towards you, bu t we will accept it. and let 
the future solve the mystery ; you and I  are 
very unlike, and I am doubtless much older 
than you.”

" I  am sixteen—but I  don’t  feel so old,”  
said Maggie, with all the artless impetuosity, 
and frankness of her nature.

“ Sixteen,”  repeated Marion, "you do not 
look so old, Maggie, and I  am three years your 
senior, and I look even older than I am.”

"Y es, b u t you have known trouble, and I 
have not, my life has been all sunshine, and 
I  don 't believe I 'd  feel i t  much if  I  did have 
trouble, for brother P aul says my heart is 
made of India rubber, and sorrows, when they 
reach it, re-bound and leave i t  perfectly un­
harmed ; but I  don’t  believe he knows all 
about m e."

“ You are to be envied, Maggie, very few 
have reached your age without knowing some­
th ing  of sorrow.”

i f aggio ooownod to bo plnngo<i in tlcogp tho'û h*
for a moment, and then started up, and ex­
claimed, as if she had really some gratification 
in being able to inform her new friend that 
she had seen something of sorrow—

" I  forgot when I  said I  had never known 
any kind of sorrow; I  did once feel as if  my 
heart would break. I t  was when poor little  
Fannie died ; she looked at me so sorrowful,
I  shall never forget i t .”

"A nd who was little Fannie? a  younger 
sister ?”

“ Ob, no, i t  was my poor little  k itten .” 
Marion could not restrain a smile a t this 

reply— indeed, i t  was with difficulty she freed 
herself from breaking into a hearty laugh, for 
the Bolemn expression of Maggie’s face would 
certainly indicate the most serious of heart 
trouble.

“ You are a dear girl, Maggie ; judging 
from the expression of your face, and the in­
tonation of your voice, as well as the words 
used, I  should have supposed you were speak­
ing of your best friend.”

“ And so I  w as; no one hut Fannio loved 
me, Paul and his stuck-up cottage friends al­
ways called me Mag Wildfire, and papa said I 
was like an unbroken c o l t ; and I  don’t  be­
lieve cither of them loved me one half as 
much as Fannie did.”

“ And did your mother not love you?”
“ My mother died when I  was only a baby ;

I  never saw her to my knowledge, and tha t is 
why I  am so rude and wild, I  suppose, bu t -you 
will teach ine better, wont you ? Mrs Han­
ford, says she has more trouble with me than 
with all the other girls put together, bu t I 
cant help i t ; I  was horn so, and I can’t 
make my nature different; God intended me 
to be a wild, crazy, good-for-nothing, and I  
am only fulfilling my destiny.”

Marion smiled a t  the careless freedom of 
her companion’s remarks, and then replied— 

"No, Maggie, God never intended you to 
be a wild, crazy good-for-nothing. W e are 
all created to fulfill some mission, to perform 
some work, to do something tha t no other 
person can do for us ; your life work may not 
have been made plain to  you yet, for circum­
stances which surround us often prevent us 
from seeing as we should see, prevent us from 
fathoming the seeming mysteries of life, which 
when solved are so plain tha t we wonder a t 
our former blindness, and want of penetra­
tion. I t  seemed a  misfortune tha t you lost your 
mother, many would look upon it as such, and 
yet it was righ t.it was necessary for the proper 
unfolding of your life, or it never would have 
occurred. There is a higher and a wiser power 
governing our lives and holding our destinies, 
and when we learn to rely upon tho wisdom of 
th a t power, wo find ourselves happier, and 
truer to our own natures. I  hope you will 
look upon me in the light of an older sister, 
and confide in mo, and to the best of my abili­
ty, I  will advise you, and, with assistance 
from the source of all good, prove to you a 
friend .”

Maggio flung her arms around Marion’s 
neck, and from tha t hour the two were forev­
er dear to each other. Had a clairvoyant me­
dium been present—a description, aud eluci­
dation of the peculiar influences felt by Mari­
on, would have been given, bu t she was eon-

I tented to know that a calm, quiet happiness 
| had settled over her spirit, and tho futuro 
promised much of joy to her.

The consoling and comforting influences 
of sympathy and love were around her, and 
life’s w ithorcdfA bssom s wore reviving, 
and sending fo rth  wTragrajieo rich and subtle, 
tha t pervaded hl>Y whole being, and banished 
the gloom of past sorrows, and onablod her to 
realize the effulgent light of hope's over 
booming star, and her heart, in holy aspira­
tions thanked tho divine spirit of infinite 
goodness for thus leading her weary foot into 
ploasant paths, and costing her "lines in 
pleasant places.”

CHAPTER v.
•■How sweetly and gaily 

The fleet moments glide,
When wanned by the sunsliiae 

Of faces wo lovo;
As tho bright orb of day,

When he shines on the tide,
Makes its waves more swiftly 

And brilliantly move;
For a smile of affection 

Can lighten the heart,
As the sun to the stream 

Can a splendor impart .1'

“Each gentle word is n bird of love,
That wings its way through the sky nbove.
To sing a soug on the golden strand,
To giro thee joy in the summer land.
Each gentle word is n music tide,
That passes on to the other side,
To chant a lay on the golden strand,
To give thee joy in the summer land.
All gentle words are the silver bolls,
That echo forth from the heart's deep wells.
To ring a chime on the golden strand,
To give thee joy in the summer land.”

A fter the afternoon of which we have writ­
ten—the afternoon o f Marion’s first day’s ex­
perience as a teacher in a boarding school, 
Maggie W ilbur was a different g i r l ; she was 
none the less impetuous and frank, bu t she 
considered the feelings of others m ore; she 
was less boisterous, anil paid more attention 
to her studies. Marion was pleased to mark 
th is change ; and so was Mrs. linn ford, for it 
gavo promise of something still more earnest 
in the future. The fun-loving spirit, however, 
could never be subdued in Maggie W ilb u r; 
i t  could be regulated, brought uuder certain 
subjection, within prescribed limits o f proprie­
ty  ; b u t i t  was as natural to her to seek to 
turn even the most serious m atters into ajnuse- 
ment and ridicule, as it was to draw the breath 
tha t animated her being.

The young ladies all learned to love their 
gentle teacher, and in a thousand ways con­
vinced her that they sympathized with her, 
and delighted to make her duties less arduous.

Of Maggie W ilbur's appearance wo have 
said bu t little, and os she will figure conspic­
uously in our story, a description of her will 
not he out of place in this chapter. She was 
tall, well-formed, and would have been digni­
fied in appearance, had i t  not been for her al­
most childish playfulness of manner ; her eyes 
were dark blue, and when angry, they appeared 
to be almost of midnight blackness ; her hair 
was of tha t peculiar purple black shade, some­
times met with among Southern and Spanish 
women, and hung in tangled ringlets over her 
shouldors ; her lips were full, and red os ripe 
cherries; her skin was dark bu t clear, a beau­
tiful o liv e ; and altogether Maggie W ilbur 
was beautifu l; but if  conscious of tho fact, 
paid bu t little attention to it, being free from 
anything like vanity. H er mother had died 
when she was a child, as tho reader has al­
ready been informed through her conversation 
with Marion ; her father, a wealthy Southern 
gentleman, had allowed her to run almost wild 
over his extensive plantation ; her playmates 
being the children of her father’s slaves. So 
reckless and disregardful of propriety and 
enstom had she become, tha t her brother had 
bestowed upon her the name of ‘ ‘ Mag Wild­
fire,”  and never wearied with arousing the 
uncontrolled anger which slumbered in her 
bosom, bu t which was so easily awakened, and 
then laughed a t the shower of invectives heaped 
upon him, and the flashing fire of her brilliant 
eyes, as she would stand like a panther ready 
to spring upon him, or annihilate him with 
the fiery glances of her speaking eyes. Of 
course such a course was the height of impru- 
dcnco, but Paul W ilbur did not realize this, 
and only thought of the amusement it afforded 
him while spending his vacatione a t tlio lonely 
and dull plantation home, for which ho had 
little genuine attachm ent. Paul loved his 
sister, admired her beauty, and her independ­
ent, dashing, reckless manner, bu t she was so 
unlike the pampered children of fashion he 
met in tho halls of wealth and refinement at 
tho North, tha t he seemed to tako inlinito de­
light in heaping upon her all manner of ridi- 
oule, and making himself as unlovable and 
disagreeable to her during his short visits at 
home, as possible.

W hen Maggie reached her thirteenth year, 
her father had placed her undor the charge of 
Mrs. Hanford, a t Locust Grove, whoro she 
was to remain until her hitherto neglected 
education, should be completed, and only once 
had her father visited her during her stay of 
throe years a t Locust Grove, and she had 
never been permitted to visit her home, for 
hor father feared if sho was ollowod to do so, 
she would resume her wild and untrained 
course, and ho desired, if possible to trans­
form the reckless girl into a solf possessed, 
dignified young lady before she should return 
to her early home, dosired tha t others should 
destroy the weeds ho had allowed to grow un­
checked in her life garden, and in their placo 
sow the seeds of bright, beautiful blossoms, 
whose perfume might make hor own life, and 
the Hvob of others bettor and happier. Oh, 
misguided parent, tho task that should have 
been thy pleasure was left for strange hands to 
perform. Too many tender life buds are thus

left to open noath tho fostering care and cul­
ture of strangers— when those from whom 
they received their life should perforin the la­
bor, and find i t  indood a “ labor of love.”  
Too many paronts cast upon the shoulders of 
others, tho responsibilities they alone should 
boar.

Maggie W ilbur bail, during the three years 
of her rosidonco a t Locust G rove, enjoyed the 
reputation of being tho most fearless and un­
ruly pupil in the Sominuryi and though an 
object of constant care and anxiety to Mrs. 
Hanford, sho was a fuvoritjjlwith all, except­
ing Madame Ponti, the Frenoh teacher, who 
lnad^uo effort to conceal the dislike sho felt 
for the impulsive, hut noblA hearted girl, and 
Maggie most thoroughly returned the dislike 
of the little Fronch w  > and though all 
others stood in awe of Madame Ponti, Maggio 
feared her not, and never lost an opportunity 
to annoy her, and though frequently reported 
to Mrs. Hanford for disorderly and unlady­
like conduct, she invariably managed to escape 
severe reprimand. Whenever any of the 
young ladies were entangled in difficulties— 
Maggie was ever ready to help them out—  
even though to do so she was compollod to dis­
obey rules, or overstep the bounds of strict 
propriety, when she undertook a thing she 
was determined to carry i t  through, le t the 
consequences bo what they might, and certain­
ly no ono was more ready to moke, even the 
most serious m atters appear ridiculous, or 
find something to turn to ridicule in the most 
solemn exercises, and y et a more truly sympa­
thetic and tru st worthy heart never beat in 
human bosom than Maggie’*. She was indeed 
a diamond in the rough, needing only the 
hand of the refiner and polisher to prove to 
the world the purity and, brilliancy of the 
gem.

Madame Ponti was of noble birth, so the 
sa id ,b u t had m et with reverse of fortune, and 
by the forco of circumstances, not inclination, 
had been compelled to resort to teaching, in 
order to supply the demands of physical exis­
tence. She was a small, disagreeable looking 
woman, of perhaps forty, though she most 
positively affirmed th a t she had not reached 
Jier thirty-second year ; her eyes were small, 
keen and peuetrating, of a  dark gray color, 
and when fixed steadily upon you, made you 
feel very uncomfortable, and restless; her hair 
was sprinkled with threads of silver, and her 
skin was dark and wrinkled; no one liked 
her, and all, save Maggio, fearod her ; even 
Mrs. Hanford felt uneasy and strangely rest-
loaa whan alnno with barf Mnaoioiia th a t thaao
small gray eyes were fixed upon her, and it 
seemed to be a source of especial gratification 
to the French woman that she was generally 
feared and disliked. Why Mrs. Hanford re­
tained her in the Seminary no one could tell, 
and oven Mrs. Hanford herself could not give 
a  satisfactory reason for not discharging 
one who was so universally unpopular, and 
there was no ju s t  cause for such a step, for no 
one discharged their duties more faithfully or 
satisfactorily than M adams Ponti.

Marion Leo shared the general feeling of 
dislike and repugnance ; those small gray eyes 
she thought, told a strange tale ; and it had 
always been a singular truism with her, that 
she could read a person’s oharacter by looking 
into their e y e s ; a t all events she read the 
character of the Fronch woman correctly, 
when she made up her mind tha t she was un­
principled, avaricious, and one whose friend­
ship or enmity were n o t1 to be desired, and 
though always polite when she met her, she 
avoided her in every possible manner.

Madamo Ponti did not fail to notice this 
evident feeling of aversion and distrust, but 
sho cautiously guarded her words and actions, 
and by no outward sign mtdo her knowledge 
known, bu t on the contrary, sought every op­
portunity to th rust her society upon Marion, 
until the poor girl began to look upon her as 
her evil genius ; and so susceptible was she 
to the French woman’s presence, that she 
would tremble and quiver whenever Madamo 
Ponti was approaching, even though her foot­
step gave back no coho, and she never entered 
her own room without looking the door behind 
her, lest the quiet, stealthily gliding form of 
the French woman should be unceremoniously 
th rust upon her consciousness, for Madame 
Ponti never allowed closed doors, unless they 
were securely fastenod, to bar hor entrance 
into any apartment she felt inclined to favor 
with her presence.

FOUND.
BY GYPSIE.

“ O where shall rest bo found,—
Best for tho woary soul ?

'T  were vain tho ocean’s depths to sound,
Or picrco to cither pole.”

These were the words that greeted my ears, 
as I  roamed through the woods near my home, 
sung in a clear tenor. I  stopped, and peep­
ing through the clomatis vino, saw, stretched 
beneath a chostnut, my only brother. He 
was older by several yoars than I, still ho was 
not a  professor of religion, so I  felt it was my 
duty to toll him whore he might find abiding 
rest. Sitting beside him, I said :

“  Dear brother, there is no other name 
given under lieavon and among men, whereby 
wo may ho saved, hut the nzme of Jesus. I 
wish you would sook in tho right place for 
rest from your search aftor happiness."

“  Little Gypsio,”  was his reply, “ if  I  could 
believe your Jesus was the only savior—if I 
could  feel that I  was not to work out my own 
salvation"—

“  Of courao," I  interrupted, “  you ore to 
do tha t—with fear and trembling, the Bible 
says.”

But, Gyp, the Bible says “  We arc all tho 
children of God, by f a i t h  in Christ Jesus 
in another place, “ For by grace are yo saved 
through fa i th  ; and that not cf yourselves ; it 
is the gift of God ; not of works, lest any 
man should b o a s t;”  also, "  But to him that 
worketh not, hu t believeth on him who jnsti- 
fiotli the ungodly, his fa i th  is counted to him 
for righteousness.”

“ But, Willie, Jam es says, “  Show me thy 
faith without works, and T will show you my 
faith by my works.”

“ Gymsie, Jam es is bu t one of the writers 
of the Bible, but in his short book 1 can sec 
many inconsistencies ; for instance, if any man 
lack wisdom, le t him ask of God, that giveth 
to a ll  men liberally, and upbraideth n o t ; and 
it shall bo given him. B ut let him ask in 
fa i th ,  nothing wavering. • F or he that waver- 
eth is like a wave of the sea driven with the 
wind and tossed. For let not that man think 
tha t ho shall receive anything of the Lord.” 
And between the writings of James and Paul 
are still greater incongruities, for Paul says, 
"W o conclude a man is justified by fa i th  with­
out tho deeds of the law ; but Jam es, “  By 
works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without works is dead also.”  Paul says,
"  To him tha t worketh is the reward, not reck­
oned of grace bu t of debt. B ut to him that 
worketh not, bu t believeth on him tha t justi- 
fieth tho ungodly, his fa i th  is counted for 
righteousness ;’’ and James says, “  W hat doth 
it profit, my brethren, though a man say he 
hath faith, and have not works ? Can faith 
savo him ? By works was faith mndc perfect." 
Paul everywhere tells of being justified by 
fa ith ; Jam es contends that “  faith without 
works is dead.”

“  Oh W illie ! I  fear you have been reading 
tho Scriptures for no good—only to pick them 
to pieces. You know we must neither add to 
nor take from the words of the book of G od, lest 
God shpuld add to us the plagues written 
therein, or lest He take onr port out of the 
book of life."

“  I  know, my dear sister, nor have I done 
so ; only I  have looked upon its teachings in 
the light of reason ; why, if  he did not wish 
ns to reason on these things, did he give 
us the faculty a t  all ? And, Gypsie, how can 
I  look a t  the inconsistencies in the Book, and 
not doubt its divine authenticity?”

“ O.W illie 1”  said I ,  for I  had never thought 
much on the subject, having been taught to 
leave all my doubts and fears for God to tako

■ onro of *« you will bo ah boil an VoltAiro or
Tom P aiue."

“  And how had were they, little sister? ”
“ Why, they were infidels.”
“ W hat are infidels?"
“  Unbelievers— W ill, don’t moke fun of 

me !”
“  Dear Gyp, tha t is impossible but what 

is there so awful in unbelief?”
“ W hy, the unbeliever is to be cast into the 

pit th a t burnoth with fire and brimstone.”
“  W here is that, d ear?”  »
“ I t  is hell."
“  Puss, does not your Bible say tho king­

dom of heaven is within us? Why, then, 
should not hell be there, too?”

“  0  Willie ! come away to Pa— he will tell 
you all about it. I  am but a child in these 
things.”

“  As in all others, my dear. I have talked 
with our father on these subjects, and, darling, 
I  think him very bigoted. Don’t look so 
frightened ! I f  God is the merciful being 
you tell about, cannot you leave me in His* 
hands ?”

“  But, Willie, lie is merciful to those only 
who comply with certain conditions, and in 
your present frame of mind” —

“ Stop ! Gypsie, and define ‘mercy’ for mo.” 
“  I t  is— why, Willie— it is kindness.”
"  Undeservod kindness, dear? Now, my 

sister, if I  do all God commands me—in all 
things try  to serve him—it  is simply juptico 
for him to give me love; but if I  do not strive 
to obey him, then all are done in mercy. I t  
is useloss to tell me he is merciful, if you do 
not prove him so. Let these things rest for 
now. I  do not feel quite ready to discuss this 
subject with you.”

W illie and I were the oldest children of 
a clergyman, and from early childhood had 
been instructed in the truths of the scriptures. 
Tho conversation above narrated, led mo to 
study tho Biblo more earnestly, from that 
time forth, tha t I  might be able to speak more 
fully and decidedly to W illie at some futuro 
time. This earnest investigation, brought 
many questions to my mind, and led mo to 
seek furthor instruction from my Father. Ono 
day I  onmo to him with this question. "P a , 
how can we be happy in Heaven, when we 
know some of our dearest earth friends are in 
oternal misery ?”  “ My child our love is to 
bo perfected  there, wo will love only the good, 
and pure, and true.”

“ Father, there is much good in every one !” 
"True, my dear daughter."
“ Why, then, should God cost them eternal­

ly  from him ? why not punish thorn, and then
__as you do with us—receive them again into
his favor?”

"D aughter, God knows what is host for our 
good—lot us lonvo sueh things with him— 
our faith in him should bo unquestioning."

“ Ono more question, Father. Why are 
eternal, overlasting, and forevor, as translated 
in tho Biblo, sometimes said to mean until tho 
end of life, and a t others, through all eterni­
ty ? ”

Fathor looked troublod, a s ‘ho said. “ My 
door, I  fear you cannot comprehend my entiro 
meuuiug, still I  will strivo to mako those things 
plain to you. Tho translators of tbo Bible 
had not as many words with which to express

their meaning, as we now have, and some 
words at different times expressed different 
meanings.”

"Thankyou, s i r ! "  I left him but I was 
not satisfied on a single point a t which I  had 
approached him. I  thought perhaps my brain 
lacked some essential element, and wondered 
if women never had minds to understand the­
ology ; if Ood had hidden from them what ho 
had revealed to wiser ones. Then 1 remem­
bered Jesus said these things, while hidden 
from the wise and prudent, hod been revealed 
unto babes, and I prayed; “ My God, my 
Ood, why hast thou forsaken me ? why art 
thou so for from helping me? Save mo, 0  
God ; for the waters arc come in unto my soul. 
How long wilt thou forget me, 0  Lord? for­
ever ? how long wilt thon hide thv face from 
me ?”

find it. I am truly happy, -and have every­
thing I  need for perfect peace and joy. V er­
ily, if this be hell, none need desire a  heaven. 
But, if this be heaven, what did I  ever do to 
obtain m y  share of it. I  rejected Christ as our 
savior, and had not the faith tha t saves. Sister 
mine, had you been happy in your present be­
lief, or unbelief,”  he said with a  meaning 
smile, "  T should never have revived the old 
controversy, but you never would be contented 
until yon knew I was not miserable, so I  have 
coinc to set you a t rest. Darling, the kingdom 
of heaven is  within us ; and so is all the hell 
wc ever find ; you  have had more on my ac­
count than ever I  experienced. Live peace­
fully ! strive to do right, and you will not be 
cast out for want of faith in Christ. The rest 
I  warmly sought, when on earth, I  have 
FOUND.”

Was it all a dream ?
CHAPTER II.

"0  Ood! Ibis land grows rich In loyal blood !
It is tbc costliest land beneath the sun I 

“ ’Tis purchnselcss I”
When the civil war broke out, my darling 

brother thought it his duty to enlist and serve 
his country in her hour of need. There is no 
necessity for me to tell you how we suffered at 
parting ; many of you passed through similar 
trials, and can well remember the anguish, 
the doubts and fears— too often realized— that 
the loved ones would never again return to 
their homes. Midst the tears of all, onr Willie 
left us. I  said “ good bye Willie, if you were 
only a Christian, I  should not feel near so bad ; 
now, if  you die, I shall never see you again.” 

“ Nonsense, Gypsie ! I ’ll be home all right 
sometime— I ’m not going to die so young. 
Good bye !” with a  kiss he was gone.

Sitting sorrowfully a t home, I  was alone in 
the midst of many. Willie had always been 
my dearest companion, to him alone I  had 
opened my mind abont many things. Night­
ly I  prayed he might be saved from d ea th ; 
hourly I  wept lest he should die unsaved. In 
answer to a letter I  had written him about
these fears, and asking him to come to Christ, 
he wrote, "L ittle  Gypsie, I am waiting for 
the gift of God— that faith which is to save 
me, and which I cannot have of myself. I 
have tried to have faith in him, and lacking, 
I  have asked of him who giveth to all men 
liberally, but I could not have asked aright.for 
it has not yet come. L ittle sister, have faith 
for me— does not his mercy endure forever? 
How can you expect me to believe, when your 
own faith is so weak ? I  strive for peace con­
tinually,-but do not gain it. I  cry with David,
- lijavo moroy upon m o, O  L o rd  ui-cording to  
tby loving kindness ; according to thy tender 
mercies blot out my transgressions.' I pray 
•Lord all my desire is before thee ; and my 
groaning is not hid from thee .' Let me give 
you some advice, sister mine. ‘F re t not thy­
self because of evil doers. Trust in the Lord, 
and do good. Delight thy self also in the 
Lord, and he shall give thee the desires of 
thyfceart.’ There, my sister, am I  not al­
most as good a  preacher as my fat her ? W hat 
a pity I  could not feel it my duty to enter the 
ministry ! How much the}' lose by mv un­
be lie f!”

I  could not rest thus, I prayed and strove 
for the salvation of my loved one, bu t never 
did I  feel as though he would come to Jesus. 
A t last, among the names of the killed, I 
found my precious brother’s. I  did not weep, 
as did my parents, I  sat down and said. There 
is no God of Love, or he would never have 
taken away ray only brother, and cast him in­
to outer darkness, he was not bad, he did not 
deserve it: his only sin was unbelief and he
tried hard to believe.”

“ Father told me I must leave all to God; 
with him all things were possible. My an­
swer was, Does he save the unbeliever?” 

“ No”  said Father, “ he cannot do that: but 
perhaps our dear W illie believed at the last,” 
I  took out the last epistle received from him, 
and read, “ My darling sister, we are on the 
evo of a great bottle, and perhaps it may be 
my last, many better than I, and who had as 
loving friends to mourn for them, have given 
their lives, in their country’s cause; and I 
somehow feel that I  shall bo called upon to 
lay down mine to-morrow. I wish I  could 
toll you what you so ranch wish me to, that 
I  have ‘made my peace with God’ as you call 
it: hu t I  cannot rcalizo that I  ever was at va­
riance with him. I do not remember that I ev­
er, wittingly, disobeyed him. My dear Gyp­
sie, if  that is the caso, how oan he oast me off 
entirely? You know, my dear, wo cannot be­
lieve of ourselves, and will ho punish us for
what he withholds from us? /  do not believe 
it. I have never found the rest I sought, al­
though I have striven hard for it. Father told 
us H e would never refuse to answer tho peni­
tent’s, prayer; but I  have prayed with sorrow 
for auy wrong I  might have done, and He has 
nover given rao peace.— Gypsio, if wo never 
meet again, may God keep you, and may you 
never feel the unrest of unbolief I suffered. 
Do not, if you are satisfied, evor investigate 
tho scriptures too thoroughly, for that is tho 
rock on which I sp lit."

This letter, written the lust night 
life, was not the consolation I needed. Could 
it he possible my precious brother -was lost? 
Once I said, “ If Willie is in hell. I wan* 10 
tlioro too. 1 wished I were n Catholic, 
might have the consolation of doing 
thing to get him out ofpurgat" 
to bolioro they were right, anyway.

One night I  » U .d  »  » I  « « H * I
frame of m ind; nothing to uio. '  iU»
tvaa in eternal tormen*. anil I renl.l not r»>.
I bad not boon long in bed, when I felt u sweet 
pencil oouiu over me, and, opening my eyes 
Willie stood beforo me, a bright, happy smile 
on his face. “ Little Sister,”  said ho, “ ho 
conteulod, thie land is not what I expected to

•mo­
und I tried

W h at W om en an* D oing.

M e th o d i s t  W o m en  V o t in g .— Whatever 
merit may bo attached to the causo of Wom­
an’s Suffrage, the Methodist Church of this 
city may justly claim the credit of giviog the 
principle it embodies an ecclesiastical trial. 
Wednesday afternoon, May 26, for the first 
time in this state, perhaps in the countrv, the 
women of tha t great and prosperous denomi­
nation exercised the right of suffrage in voting 
for Trustees to take charge of the Great Camp 
Meeting, to he held a t  Sing Sing in August.

The arrangements for the election were com­
mensurate with its importance. The pastor 
of every Wesleyan temple on this Island gave 
notice to his congregation on the previous 
Sunday, that five officers would be chosen to 
make preparations to receive the Methodist 
family in their beautiful retreat on the Hud­
son, and that the feminine members of the 
Church would have the righ t to vote. Of 
course the fair daughters of the Church took 
the hint and prepared for the contest.

I t  must be confessed tha t the strugglo was 
one of a very exciting character, for many of 
the voters were known ns “ old campaigners" 
a t Sing Sing ; and they had in tbeir own esti­
mation ’ ‘ many wrongs to right. ’ ’ During the 
“  last great day of the feast,”  nearly a year 
ago, they complained that there had not been 
a fair or judicious appropriation of tents on 
the ground, and they had threatened the Trus­
tees that a day of reckoning should come, iu 
which their places would know them no more 
They have kept their word to the letter, by 
rejecting the names of the gentlemen who did 
not act with impartiality a t the last camp 
meeting.

THE POLLS AT THE CHURCH.
It was arranged that the polls should be 

opened at five in the afternoon, and close at 
eight o’clock, and the lecture room of the 
church was selected for the purpose. A plain 
work-basket, placed on the cushioned lectern, 
served for a ballot-box, while brother Jas. W. 
Barker and Joel Saminis acted Inspectors, and 
Mr. Chas. A. Benedict os Secretary. Thus 
organized the contest was begun, and continu­
ed six hours.

SCOUTS WITH TICKETS.
Five tickets were placed in nomination— 

each not wholly different from the other, as 
printed, bu t a number of them were “ scratch­
ed ,"  in tho ordinary political way. One of 
the peculiar features of this religious election 
was the presence of three elderly gentlemen, 
who took up their position iu John and Nassau 
streets near tho church, ami begged their ac­
quaintances as they passed to take their tick­
ets. .These “ scouts”  mentioned the uamesof 
their favorites and expected their friends to 
stand by them. “ Don’t scratch him” was an 
expression very frequently used, but seldom 
respected.

AN AVALANCHE OF LOVELINESS.
A t six’ o’clock there was a brief recess, in 

which the officers of the polls took refresh­
ments. When one of thorn bad said grace af­
ter meat, lie asked how many women had vo­
ted.

“ Thirty-five,” replied the Secretary.
• A h,"  said Brother Barker, “ wo should 

have a large number of sisters here only for 
the rain .”

"They’ll come yet,”  said a hopeful clder^ 
“ You may depend on it, they'll be here before 
tho polls close.”

“ Very likely,”  said Brother B arker, “ for I 
know they take an interest in the election.”

At this point the elder left the lecture-room 
and went to the sidewalk to ascertain whether 
his prediction was likely to be fulfilled. He 
returned in a few minutes with a smiling face, 
aud addressing Mr. Sammis, exclaimed :

“ They’re coming— I  told you they would 
be here. There’s apparently a hundred of 
them walking down the street. They’ll be vo­
ting directly.”

And his words proved true, for before the 
Secretary could put down more numbers on 
hi3 record, to show the whole vote, an ava­
lanche of Methodist loveliness fell upon the 
polls, and each sister east her ballot in the 
box.

“  WHAT w e ’r e  COMING TO.”
I t  was a noticeable fact that some of the 

women took charge of the ballots of the gen 
tlemen who accompanied them, and gave them 
to Brother Barker, who deposited them in 
the basket. In  one instance, a feminine mem­
ber of tho Allen street Church observed her 
husbaud coming to vote, and she at onoe 
rushed over to him and took tho ticket out of 
his hand. H aving examined it carefully, she 
gavo it back to him and exclaimed:

"  You may vote that, dear : that s all 
r igh t.”

This incident created considerable merri-

UUBrotber Barker remarked, “ T hat’s what 
wo’re  coming to .

THE TICKET ELECTED.
At half-pas* nine o’clock all the votes were 

counted, when it was announced that the fol­
lowing (regular) ticket was elected :

Trustees for three years—Charles H. Ap 
plogate, Daniel II. Huberts, John Falconer, 
William Truslow, and Richard Taylor.

The great question of lay delegation in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of the United 
States will probably be at rost for over next 
month. The eontest will ho ono of tho most 
important in the history of the denomination, 
and it will be marked by a peculiar feature, 
which may be regarded as a significant sign 
of tho times. The sisters of every church 
have been empowered to vote on the subject, 
and they will doubtless exerei.se tho franchise 
tho first time in casting: their ballots to change 
their present mode of representation. I t  ^  
optional, we believe, with the churches to 
hold tho elections at any time in June, but 
the vote must bo taken before August.— Sun
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Koform In P r is o n  D isc ip lin e .

Some of our readers, wlio have given but 
little attention to this subject; and calling to 
mind tho fact, that we have thrice editorially 
devoted a column of tho Aon to its considera­
tion ; may porhaps conclude that wo arc 
unnecessarily agitating the question. B ut wo 
are as confident, tha t were a ll the evidences 
have beforo us, fully presented to them, 
the vindictive punishment and the brutal 
treatment of tho convicts in most of our pris­
ons ; they would realise as wo do, the impor­
tance of the subject and its claims upon ovory 
citizen and philanthropist.

We call attention to the resolution passed 
by a unanimous vote a t onr S tate Convent! 
last week—which will be found in the pro­
ceedings as published in another column of 
this paper. We are not aware that any re­
ligious body has previous to this, given any 
expression upon this subject; and we are glad 
to find tho Spiritualists, as an Organization, 

#  among the first to take advanced steps in all 
the reformatory movements of the day. The 
sentiments expressed in the resolution, may 
appear extremely u ltra  and radical, which we 
admit, and a t  tho same time declare tha t they 
are no more so than are absolutely demanded.

We arc aware th a t societies have boon 
formed for the purposo of ameliorating the 
condition of the criminal, and to some extent 
introducing reforms, but in our judgment 
none have laid the ax “ nt the root of tho 
tree .”  We desire to change the whole system 
of punishment so as to make it solely, and 
only reformatory and curative in its character, 
and have all the arrangements and surround­
ings of tho prison such as shall minister to 
the highest good, not of the public (except 
incidentally) but the i n d iv id u a l  most deeply 
concerned.

We have been favored the present week, 
with the annual report of the •‘P h i l a d e l p h i a  
S o c ie ty ,  f o r  a l l e v i a t i n g  t u b  m is e r ie s  
op P u b l i c  P r i s o n s ,  forwarded to us by Chas.
I . Perot Esq.,of Philadelphia, accompanied by 
the following le t te r :

Mr. Editor—1 send for your perusal a  copy of the 
Annual Report of our “ Philada Society for allcvi

g the miseries of Public Prisons,’7 an association 
of Philanthropists instituted upwards of eighty years 
ago, which takes much pride m  being the founders 
of the separate (not solitary) system of confinement. 
Charles Dickens in his “ Notes on American Travel,”

mer partners in crime, and the young one from the 
contaminating associations of those who might con­
firm him in a course of evil. The system is not 
‘solitary’ as you will observe, but tends toward re­
forming the criminal by surrounding him with mor­
al and religous influences, looking to his comfort, and 
kind treatment while in prison, as well os welfare 
his return to society.

Other systems arc reviewed and compared, to­
gether with matters of interest to all reformers.

Very Truly &c., Charles P . P erot. 
Philadelphia, June 9th, 1869.
This report is published in pamphlet form, 

and contains one hundred pages of matter, so 
deeply interesting, tha t the reader will he loth 
to cease the perusal until finished. We make 
the following ex tracts:

“ When we consider that the obligations of benevo­
lence, which are founded on the precepts and exam-
Ele of the Author of Christianity, are not cancelled 
y the follies or crimes of our fellow creatures; and 

when wo reflect upon the miseries which penury, 
hunger, cold, unnecessary severity, unwholesome 
apartments, and guilt, (the usual attendants of pris­
ons,) involve with them, it becomes us to extend our 
compassion to that part of mankind who are the sub­
jects of those miseries. By the aid of humanity, 
their undue and illegal sufferings may be prevented: 
the links which should bind the whole family of 
mankind together, under a ll circumstances, bo pre­
served unbroken; and such degrees and modes ol 
punishment may be discovered and suggested, a; 
may, instead of continuing habits of vice, become 
the means of restoring our fellow-creatures to virtue 
and happiness.”

The following expresses the sentiments as 
advocated b y  the P r e s e n t  A g e  :

“ We would have a ll conducted with economy , 
would have the great end of imprisonment obtained 
by the least expenditure possible; but we would not 
convert our State Penitentiaries and County Prisons 
into “galleys.”  where the end is punishment and in­
struction to the convict, and some profit to the State. 
Men who are  sentenced for a  certain number of years, 
i t  is expected will return to society, and, it  is hoped, 
that they will come back improved, and tha t the evi­
dences of improvement will be more manifest than 
that of punishment.”

The following extract contains sentiments 
tha t ought to be inscribed in letters of gold 
in every  public p lace: “  S u r e t y  o f  p u n ­
i s h m e n t  i s  a  b e t t e r  p r e v e n t i v e  t h a n  
CRUELTY, AND THE REFORM OF THE CRIMINAL 
IS OF MORE VALUE TO THE COMMUNITY THAN 
HIS PUNISHMENT.”

T h e  M nrringo  Q u estion .

Our readers will rocolloct tha t Mrs. King 
o weeks ainoo, in one o f her interesting 

articles on tho present aspect o f  Sp iritua lism , 
took occasion to allude to this subject, and ut­
tered sentiments, so high, pure and noble 
their character, tha t wo wish they oould 
known, read, and practiced by all Spiritualists 
cverywhoro.

A writer from Ohio has taken exception 
her position, and  forwarded an article for pub­
lication ; which, although it contains many 
good thoughts upon other subjects, yet is 
extremely objectionable and cnuncintcs senti­
ments so diametrically opposed to all our in­
terests and highest impulses, whether corisid- 
srod socially or politically, tha t wo cannot de­
mote tho space the long article, and a necessa­

rily clieitcd answer, (perhaps many,) would 
occupy.

The following sentence embodies we sup­
pose his idea, and wo think will be nil 
readers desire, for cortainly they would not bo- 
stow timo to the reading of any arguments 

favor of suoh an obnoxious proposition. 
‘There is no use in looking hack. Marriage is 

Jead and damned past hopo of resurrection. Even 
if Spiritualists fly back to ^sustain it, Uioy cannot

will'bear th<
We believe the writer expresses tho senti­

ment of very few Spiritualists in the nbov 
We doubt not some such may be found among 
all classes of society; but wo trust 
dcncc in the intelligence and virtue of the 
people, and do not fear the result, which the 
tho writer himself predicts in tho following 
sentence :

I know very well what tho destruction of 
age means. I t means social anarchy, and I know it

is almost upon u It re it be provid-

Our correspondent can, if  ho pleases, “ pro­
vide”  for it, wo prefer to have faith in God, 
and the angels and with them work to prevent 

W e quote again—
The women arc up in arms,Woman’s Rights, the 

Elective Franchise, means death to the man-1 
marriage.”

Perhaps so, toe do not believe it, for earn­
estly os we desire tha t woman should have all 
her rights, including the elective franchise, 
we should hesitate in our support of these 
measures, if we conceived for a moment, that 
any such results would follow. We deny the 
charge. All its prominent advocates, such as 
the pure and noble Mrs. Livermore, Mary F. 
Davis, Susan B. Anthony, Mrs. S tanton, and 
scores of others through the columns of the 
Revolution, Agitator,and Woman’s  Advocate, 
deny i t ; and as tru ly  and ardently as they 
labor for the accomplishment of their purpose, 
we are  quite sure, did they anticipate any 
such result, they would a t once cease their 
labor, and devote their energies and talents 

other humanitarian objects.
In  contrast with above, we quote from Mrs. 

K ing’s article as published in the P r e s e n t  
A ge, dated June  12th, for no language of 

equal the beautiful expression and 
purity of thought tha t glows in every sen­
tence.

And further, when true  Spiritualists take
consideration the important tru th , tha t purity i
catchword o f their faith, and fidelity to the marriage re­

lation, the safety o f the Stale  ; and that it is tha t alone 
which will secure to posterity the chance of carrying 

the great work of human redemption commenced 
the civilization of the present ngc, and to 

summated through the fidelity of successive genera­
tions to the ju s t provisions of social order which are 
evolved by a  progressing civilization, then will they 
hasten to shake from the folds of tho beloved banner 
of Spiritualism, the dust of sensualism tha t clings 
to it, dimming the brightness of its colors, and, in 
the view of some, obliterating Us motto. Unjust 
laws can be repealed, and ju s t ones substituted im 
their stead ; wrongs can he righted by the power o f  
tho people who hold the ballot j order can be elicited 
from confusion by a  people whose instincts are  in fa­
vor of justice and order ■ but where is the hope of 
huumuity when all its  divine instincts arc  blunted or 
destroyed from the effects of the unbridled rule of 
the passions? When license takes the piucc of 
wholesome restraint in  society, and none can say, 
my wife, or my husband is my own, by any rule of 
society, then will he brought to pass the saying of 
the prophet; that, “ the dog has returned to his 
vomit, and the sow tha t was washed to her wallowing 

•c,” —then will Barbarism of the lowest 
type have succeeded to the civilization of an age 
that recognizes nature’s divine institution, Marriage 

the bulwark of society and a ll progress.

M ich igan  S ta te  C o n v en tio n .

The Semi-Annual Convention of the Mich­
igan Association of Spiritualists convened at 
Adrian, 11th, 12th, and 13th inst., was one 
of the most harmonious and successful we 
have ever attended in the State. The a ttend­
ance was large and composed of some of the 
most intelligent and oldest Spiritualists of 
Michigan. The proceedings throughout, which 
will be found in brief in another column, were 
marked by deliberation, and a  sincere earnest­
ness of purpose, seldom witnessed. The fol­
lowing persons were by a unanimous vote 
elected delegates to the National Convention, 
with power, in case of inability to  attend, to 
appoint substitutes : Dorus M. Fox, J .  C. 
Dexter, Allison Kinnc, D. B. Harrington, 
S : Kies, Mrs. 8. A. Ilorton, Mrs. E. 
8 . Sornm, and Mrs. M. J .  Fowler. For fur­
ther particulars see report of Secretary.

T h e  C o m in g  L i t t le  B ook .

“ BIBLE TEUTH8CONTRASTED.”

A  gentleman of high standing writes us to 
know more of the rea l scope of this forthcom­
ing work from our press— He says—

I f  Searcher, without note or comment of his 
others, has placed in contrast the teachings of tho 
Bible upon Deity, Solvation. Damnation, Resurrec­
tion, Temptation, Woman, M arriage, Divorce, Chas­
tity. Justice, Humanity, Temperance, Slavery &c., 
Ac.,—the little book wilt be a wonder, (as you say 
in your notice of last week,) and tru ly  astounding 
to the orthodox world; for these teachings have nev­
er been placed before us in the form you advertise 
forthcoming. The Christian will seek, and rend it 
with a devout interest, th a t he may know the whole 
truth, and “justify  the ways of Qod to man.”  The 
Spiritualists will seek It with a still greater avidity; 
for, if  the Bible is infallible, Its teachings parallel 
*nd consistent with itself, be wants and needs to 
•wow i t ; and this I apprehend will give him a  strong 
*nd awakening light in one direction or the other. "  
**” d o r  '  'hundred copies, ( it being so 

my friends and customers, both
®*y set m___________
Tw7 cheap) to supply my 
«rthodox and heterodox.”

We thank our correspondent most tordially 
for his confidence in tho little work, now on 
the way to the public e y e ; and assure him, it 
Is all, and even more, than he lias indicated 
in his queries. Should tho orthodox disap­
prove this little book, stultify themselves by 
rejecting the words and teachings o f  their 
0Um Bible 9 I f  Spiritualists and Liberalists 
road it carefully—as thoy most assuredly will— 
U *how that they adore Truth, and detest
Error. We will duly announce its issue from 
tl)o press.

£rant our (SorrtispomUtifl tutors.

F o u n d .

W e call attention to the well written article, 
with above title on our first page. Tho Au­
thor is a  young lady of Van Burcn Go, Mich., 
from whom we hope to hear again. W e call 
it a  story,—but i t  is not a fiction, the characters 
arc true to the life and the incidents occurred 
as related—similar to tens of thousands during 
the last war, wherein almost countless num­
bers of our soldiers, fell “ unconverted”  and 
and without the "saving faith”  which was so 
earnestly sought by W illie. Where are (hose 
fallen heroes, according to orthodoxy ?

F ro m  D ay to n  O hio.

L. D. Wilson writes us a brief account of 
his visit a t  the rooms of Mrs. Shaffers, in 
Dayton, where he witnessed some very convinc­
ing manifestations, H e sa y s ;

Tho Spirits speak through a trumpet without any 
contact with tho Medium, and a ll tho surrounding 
circumstances are such, tha t however sceptical tho 
visitor may ho, his judgment must bo convinced 
that ho is face to face with departed friends. Names, 
dates, and facts are stated with such unerring cer­
tainty tha t none can go away without admitting how 
strange, how wonderful a thing it  is. I have often 
thought the Spiritual papers of the country ought 
to keep this before the public mind. 1 experienced 
more satisfaction in three sittings a t Dayton, ■ than 
in a ll the rest of the tests 1 have ever witnessed.

P u b lic  O pin ion .

Tho belief so long current, tha t God and 
religion should bo Bought in tho creed and 
ceremonial instead of consulting tho soul it- 
80l f_ th a t  religion is rovoalod to  man instead 
of being revealed in  man, has led to othor 
equally mistaken notions regarding tho sour­
ces of happiness and conduct of lifo. All are 
seeking for happiness, and yet tho world be­
wails in disappointment. Tho reward is not 
oommensurato with tho labor and sacrifice, 
and at the conclusion of earthly pursuits and 
struggles, most of us fool like exclaiming, 
“ All is vanity and vexation of spirit.”  Wo 
arc confronted with disappointed expectations 
a t each succeeding stop in the lifo journey, 
the mean timo persuading ourselves tha t hu- 

existcnco is a failure, 
we would refrain from charging Dame 

Fortune witli our disappointments, and reflect 
on the causes of our ills, i t  is possible 
should discover ourselves, seeking in tho 
ternal baubles and artificial trappings of life 
for life itself. Instead of developing the inte­
rior resources of individual character, of be­
coming self-poised and self-sustaining, v t f  i 
sacrificing our selfhood by bowing in abject 
slavery to the arb itrary standards set up by a 
false public sentiment. The source of happi­
ness is rarely recognized to consist in the 
oonseious possession of manhood or woman­
hood, but i t  is thought to consist in tho ap­
proving smiles of public opinion. I f  tin 
favorable estimation of “ Lady Grundy”  ca: 
bo obtained, no sacrifice is too great to secure 
such a  precious boon. Physical comfort, 
science, health, moral principle, personal en­
joyment, are unhesitatingly sacrificed a t  this 
soulless shrine. Does a  morbid public taste 
require a small waist?

Tho physical vigor of maidenhood and the 
prospective destiny of unborn children 
small considerations. This molooh must bo 
salisGed, and our daughters are all too eager 
to appease the idol god. Docs madam G. 
propose to alter the fashions once a month ? 
Individual tastes must be waived ; the fashion 
must be conformed to, however ridiculous and 
absurd, and the time which should be devoted 
to become respectable in thought, is employed 
to become respcotable in outward appearance, 
not to gratify the individual taste for beauty, 
but to secure the approval of a morbid public 
tasto. Does public sentiment acquiesce ii 
the popular forms of worship? Then the 
M artin Luthers, and George Foxes, and John 
Wesleys, and Jackson Davises, must suppress 
the great thoughts which rise in their souls 
for expression, quiet the surges of spiritual 
tru th  which roll their dashes beyond the cir­
cumscribed limits of old conservatism, and 
seek no other exhibition of their powers than 
the mumbling of the ritual prepared by their 
forefathers, so tha t the proprieties of genteel 
life may not be disturbed. Does modern po­
liteness assume tha t Woman is in her proper  

? I t  is enough ! The prejudices en­
gendered by masculine rule must be allowed 
to foist themselves into a  criterion, by which 

regulate feminine activity ; and the criteri­
on thus formed, m ust have precedence over 
the instincts of tho Woman soul. I t  matters 
not how much Woman’s actual sphere may 
antagonize with her aspirations; i t  matters 
n o t tha t she may crave opportunities parallel 
with her pow ers; the opinions of the past 
have carved the grooves of her destiny, and 
se t limitations to the feminine o rb i t ; public 

sanctions the accredited standard, 
and to this standard the feminine career must 
forever Insubord inate , in as much as Woman 
was made for the institutions of society, in­
stead of the customs of the world being 
framed to conserve the highest ends of indi­
vidual existence.

H ere lies the secret o f disappointment so 
universal in society. In  our attem pts to con­
serve public opinion, wo have cheated our own 
souls, and surrendered our resources to a 
court of inquisition th a t deals in gossip and 

W e yield up our individuality and be­
come dependents, servants, slaves, in the pres- 
encu'of a  merciless tribunal, th a t should in 
reality perform the office of servant to the 
individual. The public sentiment th a t should 
aid us in the development of individual char­
acter, we allow to enslave us. B u t the blame 
does not rest particularly with the public. I t  
depends on each man and woman, whether 
their relations to society shall prove a mutual 
curse or a m utual blessing. E. W.

V i n e l a n d ,  N. J . ,  June  4tb, 1869. 
De a r “ A g e :”  N ext Sunday is my last 

here ; for four weeks I  have spokon for tho 
society, held public circles, and given private 
s ittin g s; and all who have received communi­
cations or had clairvoyant readings, have ex­
pressed themselves satisfied. I  go to  Troy, 
New York, on Sunday, tho 20th of June. In 
Vineland I  have met warm, true hearts, whoso 
sympathy and kindness have lightened my la­
bors he ro ; whose words of oncouragemcnt 
have made me strong to do the right, and 
may angels bless them, and strew in their 
earth paths bright blossoms of peace and joy.

Tho world is full of happy life ; every tree 
is vocal with bird’s songs; the little  brown 
chipping birds come upon tho sill of my win­
dow in couples, and make the softest, sweetest 
music for me while I  write. As I  glance over 
the garden dotted with its  varied colored flow­
ers, and inhale their sweet perfume, they 
speak to my soul o f God and love, and just 
beyond the flower bods the bright red straw­
berries glow among tho green leaves. This 
delicious fru it is so plenty here, and they are 
now ju s t in season.

0  these long, bright days in tho country, 
where tho birds sing us songs, and the flowers 
breathe out their fragrance all day long. The 
city with all its turmoil is far away, and the 
days glide by, these sweet, bright, peaceful 
days—each one bringing rich gifts of peace 
and joy ; and we will delight in them while 
wo may, forgetting in the mean timo tha t tho 
roses will ever fade, tho leaves over fall, or 
the snow evor again cover tho green, beauti­
ful earth.

“ Are wo then Tree, or U it  yot a  rain  
Assertion anil an empty boast?

Is there unbroken yot a single chain 
And have these years of toil been only lost?

Does our old banner wave without a spot 
To dim Us bars, or does it bear

Still on its stripes and stars tho hateful blot 
Which slavery and treason printod there?

Doo8 prejudice still bind us ns with chains?
Then vainly did our martyr heroes bicod,

If  yot our flag is marred with biota or stains,
Our lioast is vain; wo liavonot yot boon froei 

Is yet by us tho brotherhood of man 
Unrecognized? and is our brother still 

Doprivod of manhood, and plncod under linn,
And doomed in peonage our lands to till? 

Brothers, i t  muBt not, and it oannot he,
These years of valiant apooch and deadly strifo 

Wore but tho birth pangs of true liberty.
In them was bora tho nature’s  higher lifo. 

Stand, then, like men—the crisis, it is grand;
And. in tho vigor of a now found- youth,

Onthor our altars round I uplift tho hnnd,
And vow to kcop for ayo blood-purchased truth, 

By all tho metnorios of our conflicts past,
Manhood and suffrage to the fVccdman give; 

Wipe out tho lines of color and of caste;
“ Do justly ,’’ and the nation still will live;

Will livo to keep aglow the sacred flame 
On Freedom’s a ltar; and this land shall ho 

A refugo for tho oppressed; its very name 
The synonym for Truth nnd Liberty.”

Hastily thine, J .  W. V. N.

R E P O R T  
Of Hid Semi-Annual Mooting of the 

Miohignii|Association <\f Spiritualists, 
at Adrian, Friday, Juno I lth , 1869.

The meeting was called to order by the 
President, Col. D M Fox. Mrs. H attie 
Hamilton of P o rt Huron, sung tho opening 
gong, followed by an Invocation by Rev. A. 
J .  Fishbaok.

Mrs. S. A. Horton and Mr. Fishhook seve­
rally addressed tho largo audience during tho 
remainder of the evening. Sister Ilo rton’i 
words, as always, breathed forth tho spirit of 
harmony and charity^; Urging us to the neces­
sity of associative effort, for T r u th  was ours, 
and if with love nnd charity for eaob other, 
wo met, we should receive nn immeasurable 
abundance, for love is a part of God, and Ho 

Father, who has sent his angeljnessen- 
gers with the lighted torch of T ruth, to bear 
it beforo us ; and every gleam from this light 

on our way, while they, clasping 
their hands in ours, deal no t out sparingly, 
for their mission to earth is tho “  Triumph  
of T r u t h . ”  The cause of Progress will be 
advanced by our earnestness in the cause of 
God and right.

Brother Fishback’s,spark ling  earnestness 
in declaring “ W hy he was”a Spiritualist,” 
won him hosts of friends, because he was 
obedient to the T ru th  when found. A  tru th  
sustained by fa c ts  and knowledge, is a power 
untold, over the human mind ; for it, he was 
willing to bear all the odium cast on us, by 
those who see not as we see. Telegraphing 
was a truth, and its  power was established 
spite of sneers and contempt. Greater still 
is the m ental telegraph, with its subtile con­
nections between mankind and the kingdom 
of God above; wo know  this truth, and arc 
willing to suffer socially, for declaring that 
there is a  connection between man on earth 
and in Heaven. The President then an­
nounced the committees:

Order o f  Business—Daniel B. Harrington, 
George Bansill, Mr. Goddard, and Mrs. 
Chandler.

Bm uUI, Mr. W ilbur, 
S. M. Farlin , Mrs. H attie Hamilton, and Mrs. 
Rounds.

On Resolutions—Mr. Fishbaok, Mr. Will­
iam Bryan, and Mrs. S. A. Horton.

The Delegates then presented their creden­
tials.

[W e omit the; names of Delegates 
count of the crowded state of our columns.— 
E d . ]

The Convention then adjourned until Satur­
day morning, a t  9 o’clock, when after a song 
by Mrs. Hamilton, an hour was occupied 
Conference. B rother Fishback encouraged us 
to be worthy of the noble cause we advocate, 
fearlessly, ye t kindly whipping those who dif­
fer with us in  the light, though they usually 
whip us in the dark . A  gentle voice  was 
then heard greeting us with a  loving welcome, 

poetic measure. Where so many spoke 
well, ’twould seem invidious to extol 
one and not another; still the strong, 
earnest confession of knowledge— not faith— 
of the octagenarian, Brown, strengthened 
many tru th  seekers, while the cord of sym­
pathy seemed tightened, as tha t rich toned 
Brother Bryan, compared [the young S piritu ­
a list’s  path  and rest to a  travel worn and 
burdened Camel’s joy, when he secs^the longed 
for oasis in the desert, feeling sure of the 
cool shade under the greon palm trees, and 
refreshing draughts from its sparkling foun­
tains.

Mrs. Jan e  Fowler, then addressed tho audi­
ence in a clear, analytical, logical lecture. 
Subject, “ The Three Bibles.”  1st. Tho Bi­
ble of Nature. 2nd. The Divine Bible as 
developed in man. 3d. The man worshipped 
Bible, or tho “ L ittle Bible.”

A  synopsis of this masterly effort would 
scorn impossible, so intimately connected was 
one sentence with another. In  N ature’s 
Bible, she showed how immortality is hourly 
taught, leading us on, tq  nmn tho ultimate, 
the platform made for Dfcity to manifest him­
self through. Divine w velation  cannot be 
w ritten. You, are the great Bible,— how 
great a duty then rests on every soul in the 
universe. Belief changes, but principles nev­
er change. Christ taught tha t “ God was in 
man,”  yes, the Deity is the emanation of tho 
Divine principles in the little Bible. As com­
prehension depends on organization, each one 
views nature according to their capacity. 
H er explanation of the orthodox “ T rin ity” 
was fine ; as represented in man— one divine 
nature ; but a th ree fo ld  demonstration, three 
representatians of one principle— Physical, 
Mental and Spiritual, tho mental forces being 
the most powerful.

2 o’clock i*. m.
The Convention was called to order by tho 

President and the committoo on Resolutions 
presented the following:

Resolved, T hat the pure interests of mankind

.......... , all of literature, and all of truth, necessary
elevate the human family oro contained within its 
enfohlments.

Iltsolval, T hat ono of tho best methods to regoner- 
.. o tho world is to aid our children by preventing 
their learning, what wo, as Spiritualists had to un­
learn. This aid can ho found in tho Children’s Pro­
gressive Lyceum which should bo every whore sus- 
tnined. ,

Resolved, T hat tho P re s e n t  A ge has far exceeded
Ithu most sanguine expectations of its publishers, nnd 

only needs the extended patronage of the people to 
secure its permanent success and future usefulness.

‘cognize no spe-
— - °  , ,» — - ?* ° r  color, but
only rccognizo human rights for all mankind nnd 
consider tho right of suffrage to bn ono of tho most 
sacred nnd Inalienable. We , B ryant. Chairman.

After some remarks mndo by Mr. Orrnsby, 
Mr. Fishbaok, Mrs. Horton, Frank Rood and 
Col. Fox, those resolutions were unanimously 
adopted.
EVENING SESSION— SEVEN ONE-HALF O’CLOCK.

Brother Fishback’s fino address will no 
doubt, appear in full. His sparkling bursts 
of cnthusiasiifejgloctrilied tho audience, who 
warmly applauded him.

Tho subject given Mrs. Reed for a poem 
was, “ can spirits kcop mortals from danger 
and wrong doing,and do th ey ?” Rapidly but 
ingeniously this question was woven into 
rhyme and distinctly answered: proving
to tho satisfaction of tho questioner, tha t we 
must work out our own salvation ; pay tho 
penalty.for^every wrong; fiudiio scape-goat, 
for responsibility is qur own, oven though 
angel guides may council. (Afiplnnse was 
sincere.)

8UNDAY MORNING SESSION.
Called to order by tho President, a t  9 

o’clock for a  Conference. Convention opened 
by a soul-inspiring prayer by Mrs. S. A. Hor­
ton.

Father Woodruff urged us to dig out of 
old paganism, ’twaa idolatry to pray to any 
ono—lie wns tough and could afford to speak 
tho tru th—Answered beautifully by Mr. 
Stacey of Jackson in defence of prayer, to 
God and to friends bore, anti those gone be­
fore. L. Barnum thought tha t “ ask and ye 
shall receive”  came home with an unresistivo 
force.

Mr. Bryan thought tha t father Woodruff 
could ride his own velocipede, he was a self 
sustaining institution, b u t if  any poor cripples 
needed aid, le t them pray for it, lot the God 
within seek tho God without, and the hand 
terrestial grasp the hand celestial; he believed 
in a continual prayer, going upward and on­
ward to aid tho true interests of humanity, 
with which prayer, hands work, mouth talks, 
and foot walk ; this kind of prayer is answer­
ed in sweet blessings on the children of men.

Tho President^, was pleased with tho free­
dom of thought and harmony in our differ­
ences.

Music by tho choir, followed by an invoca­
tion by Mrs. Horton. Mrs. Jane[Fowler then 
addressed the audience, on tho subject of 

NATURAL LAW.

By natural law the influences controlled 
the medium ; through the positive and nega­
tive forces, man was becoming conscious of 
immortality. The Jew s prayed for a Messiah. 
Through natural laws he came, a medium, 
poor and despised. God works in tho still 
small voice, concentrated in the hearts of 
men. The Jew s opened the only  door for 
m in ’s salvation ; why then call them wicked? 
They, by natural law, killed the man whoso 
wordd and power they feared ; b u t C h r i s t  
was noi'' orueified, for C hrist is a princip le , 
and principles never die. Regeneration was 
a natural outgrowth from the Jewish dispen­
sation ; regenerate yourselves; be true to 
yourselves ; harmonize your physical with the 
Divine within you ; reach the angel in your 
own breasts— this is putting on immortality, 
becoming a law unto yourselves. Je su s con­
demned not the Jewish teaching, h u t only 
gave them the 11th commandment— “  Love 
one another.”  T ru s t jn  the God within you, 
for you are the centerstancc of the universe, 
and salvation is ours through the living prin­
ciple of the C hrist in ourselves ; ever falling 
upward instead of downward, till you grasp 
the angel hands— our guide posts in the work 
of regeneration. The Bible has been to  us 
the A rk of safety, hut the Dove—Aspiration, 
went out and soon found tha t there is a God 
in nature, and mightier tru th s  are found out- 
sidejthan within its  pages. Let the world 
seek to expose Spiritualism ; tliej more i t ’s 
exposed, the more it’s improved, the more i t ’s 
comprehended.

A  song by the choir, and a benediction by 
Mrs. Reed closed the Forenoon’s exercises. 

a f t e r n o o n  s e s s io n .
The exercises were opened by an invocation 

in rhyme, by Mr. Charles Farlin , of Deerfield, 
followed by’an address.

[W e are reluctantly compelled to omit the 
very ablo Lectures of Mrs. Reed and Mrs H or­
ton and also of D r. Barnum— E d .]

The now T rustees elected by the Conven­
tion on Saturday to fill vacancies were John
C. Dexter, Ionia C ounty ; A  Kinnc, Kalatn- 

C o ; W. B. Barron, St. Clair C ounty ;
Charles A. Case, A d rian ; George Bansill, 
Hillsdale County; all of whom were unani­
mously elected.

The Delegates elected to attend tho Na­
tional Convention were Mrs. S. A . Horton, 
Mass; Mrs. Jan e  Fowler, A drian ; John  C. 
Dexter, Io n in ; D. M. Fox, Kalamazoo; 
A Kin no, Kalamazoo ; S. Kies, Hillsdale ;
D. B. narring ton .S t. Clair; Mrs. E. S. Samni, 
H illsdale;

The same Delegates wore elected to attend 
tho National Lyceum Convention. Moved 
and seconded th a t delegates unable to go can 
appoint a substitute, and if  a t  Buffalo a  va­
cancy occurs, the Board can fill tha t vacancy. 
SUNDAY EVENING SESSION, SEVEN ONE-HALF 

o ’c lo c k .
Tho President called the meeting to;ordor, 

when Mrs. Frank {Rood sung one of A. B. 
W hiting’s compositions, and Mrs. Horton 
made a beautiful invocation for spirit aid and 
blessing.

Dr. Barnum then addressed tho audience on 
Thoeonfliot o f tho A ges.”  Tho Committoo 
ii Resolutions then offered tho following : 
Whereas, As Spiritualists iu Convention assembled, 

o deem it our duty to give expression to our senti­
ments, on nil questions relating to the diversified 
interests of Humanity; Wo do iiorcby expross our 
sympathy for nil our suffering fellow men whorovor 
found, whothor suffering from tho ovils incident to 

present system, or confined in nsylums prepared 
. .. tho Deaf, Dumb, Blind or Insane ; And also 
with thoso who have less of publio sympathy because 
thoy havo been confined iu prisons on account of 

irae, therefore:
Resol veil, T hat wo are fully convinced, tha t a ll of 
ir unfortunate follow beings convicted of orimo 

should be soul to Prisons, conducted upon tho same 
principles now prevailing in our best conducted 
asylums; ie , Bolcly for the reformation of tho offender, 
and tho moment a  cure is apparent, tho criminal 
should ho released, and any further punishment be­
comes vindictive in its character—Therefore, wo will 
henceforth labor to convineo tho public that all crim- 
nals should ho treated as morally disoased and ought 
to be treated with tho same kindness ns are persons 
sent to hospitals and asylums. And further; that tho 
profit derived from their labor, should ho paid to 
their ftunilies and friends ; instead of being paid as 
under our present system to avaricious contractors

Resolved, T hat the thanks of this Convention are 
hereby tendered to tho Bpiritualista of Adrian, for 
their generous hospitality, on tho present occasion,
ns manifested in tho free use of their Hall, and tho
ontertninmont of Delegates to the Convention.

Both resolutions unanimously adopted.
Two subjects were givon Mrs. ltccd to form

a poem which sho ingeniously wove together, ^ant  j,lay jn tho s treet or in tho house. There’ 
the nature and dignity of the God-head, and 
[ru th  and Reason man’s saviour. Tho atten 
tion of the audience and tho applause which 
followed, testified to its m erit and originality.

C ol !■ ox, then  m ade a  sh o r t s ta te m cn  t  o f  tho
condition of the cause in Michigan and thank­
ing the Convention for their kindness and a t­
tention, it adjourned to „lcct again next 
January . S a r a h  E . W e v b u r n ,

Sec. Michigan Association of Spiritualists.

For tlu- Present Age.
T h e  V a lu e  o f  a K in d  W ord .

Said a  little  girl soven years old to a kind 
lady who asked her why she appeared so fil­
thy, and was so im pertinent to thoso who ac­
costed her; “ I  dont c a re ; I  always feel cross, 
eos mother whips me, and father to o ; and I

great boy tha t plagues inc when 1  go round 
the corner when mother lets mo go sometimes; 
and tho girls aro all so m ean; I  dont like any 
of them.”  W hat a  sermon on family man­
agement, and tho influences that children ex­
ercise upon each o th e r!

“ My daughter,”  said a mother to her child 
seven years old, whom she was about to send 
on an errand in a  stormy day, and whose gar­
ments were thin and scanty, “ you must hurry 
by where Susan lives, for she may trouble you; 
and I am anxious for you to be hack soon. 
Should you meet your playmates, dont stop a 

S t o i c a l  looking land-lord was giving orders mon“ nt, for it storms and you must no t be out
to his stable boy, in a tone th a t indicated his 
determination to frighten tho hoy into obedi­
ence, or take his life in ense ho failed in the 
smallest particular to do his bidding. “ You 
good-for-nothing rascal! you shall never see 
day-light if  you don’t  leave this stable ii 
good order to-night. You aro the laziest 
scamp in this tow n ; and you only want to 
sponge your living out o f some decent 
tha t will keep you, out o f p ity .”  Thus for 
some minutes did the master rail a t  the hoy, 
who leisurely continued his work,grumbling in 
his teeth, and taking no great pains to save 
his life, if one might judge from the aspect 
the stable bore the next morning.

As the traveler who had listened to tho 
land-lord’s harsh words on the occasion alluded 
to, entered the stable in the morning to look 
after his horse, he found his host there before 
him, and endeavoring to put the animal in 
suitable condition to deliver to his owner. 
“ I  charged the groom to p u t your horse in the 
best order,”  said the irritated man, “ and 
how ho jias left him ! I  keep th a t boy ju s t  out 
of pity. He has a  mother I  respect very much 
and she begs of me every time I  see her to 
make something out of him if  possible. I  
talk  to him every day, b u t i t  is wasting 
breath.”  “ John , you block-head! I  have 
been doiug your work over as usual.”  John  
appeared, looking, indeed, more like a  block­
head than an attentive, industrious boy. The 
traveler accosted him with a  “ good-morning,' 
and said out of hearing of the master, “ I  at 
sorry to hear your master complain of you. 
John , you should do your best to pleaso him. 
Ho seems kindly disposed toward you, and 
tells me your mother is very anxious th a t you 
do something for yourself.”  John  looked the 
traveler in the eye, and said : ‘ ‘ S ir, did you 
ever know a dog th a t was good for anything, 
tha t was kicked about? I  might do ever so 
well, b u t I  should get no credit for it. 
would serve a man as faithfully as my mother 
could wish, if  he would give me, now and 
then, a  kind word. I  have all I  want to make 
mo comfortable hero, sir, b u t I  will leave and  
starve before I  will be treated so, and have 
my character ruined besides, for he tells every 
one,that stops here ju st such a story as he has 
told you.”  “  Jo h n ,”  said the traveler, “ stay,
nnd t»J- lo  1)0 a  nm n for y o u r  m o th e r’* uoko,
and for your own. W hy, you are almost 
man liow, and the country needs ju s t such 
stout, ambitious boys as you are, or can be, 
to m ake men of, to help make tho laws and 
govern it. I  sec in your eye, tha t you will 
byc-and-bye be something besides a stable boy 
if  you begin now.”  John  whistled and went 
to his work, saying not a word in answer to 
the kind admonitions o f the stranger. The 
la tte r went on his way, soon forgetting the 
incident.

This traveler was a man of note in the coun­
try , and in the course of years occupied a 
high position in the Congress of the United 
States. He was thus accosted, one day, by a 
fellow member— a young man who had but 
ju s t en tered : “ Do you know me, s ir? ” 
know you as M r.—, from— . I  never, to 
my knowledge, had the honor of a personal 
acquaintance w ith you.”  “  You have 
the same reason for remembering me, tha t I  
have you, sir,”  said tho first speaker. “  You 
arc the man th a t aroused the first glimmering 
of real ambition in  me, th a t I  had ever felt. 
I  was kiokod and cuffed about by heartless 
masters un til I  was fifteen ; and had lost, a t  
th a t age, all courage, and was fast sinking 
into a vagabond ; when you in sp ired  me w ith  
the sp ir it o f  a  man, by speaking kindly to 
mo and pointing to a promising future, 
was in  a stable where m y  Christ Was bom , 
and a  savior i t  has proved to mo. Do you re­
member me now ?”  Tho old man recalled 
the incident, and shaking his young friend’s 
hand hoartily, inquired what he had said on 
th a t occasion to impress him so strongly. “  I t  
was, in tho first place, your kind “ good morn­
ing ,”  th a t made mo fool th a t I  was a human 
boing ; and then you talked to mo in a  reason­
able manner, and appealed to tho manhood 
th a t was really in me, though i t  did not ex­
hibit itself to you on tha t occasion, I  am aware.
I  woufc s traigh t to my work, and worked like 
a man tha t day, and my employer looked with 
astonishment a t  everything my hands touched. 
Ho did dot praise me, however, b u t kept a 
rigid silence when he could not find fault. I  
left him in a short time, and have worked my 
way up, having for my motto, the country 
uoeds ju s t such stout, ambitious boys as you 
are, to make men of, to help make tho laws 
and govern i t .”

Who will doubt that, as tho old man listened 
to this strange story, his bosom glowod with 
joy, tha t ho had thus pointed the pathway of 
one of ea rth 's  worthy sons, to an honorablo 
position in society? I t  was so easy to say 
“  good morning”  to a stable boy as he was 
about to sorvo him. Who would not do it?  
Do not work-boys, whoso clothes aro soiled 
and bespeak poverty and nogligonoo, boar the 
imago o f manhood, and claim what is duo to 
human nature wherovor i t  is found ? Ah ! 
old man, i t  was easy for you, who possessed 
tho sp irit of a true man, to recognize tho 
righ t of a boy, no m atter what his character 
might ho, to k in d  words —encouragement. 
You know what would reach the human nature 
o f a  boy, and you possessed enough human 
kindness to ronoh after tho manliness of this 

blockhead.” Would to heaven there were 
more possessed of your spirit among the mas­
ters and mistresses, fathers and mothers of 
the land, than there are !

long.”  The child returned in  good Season, 
and reported to her mother th a t she had been 
stopped “seven tim e s  ;”  " b u t I  told them, 
said she, tha t mother would not be pleased if 
I stayed to play with them. Wer’n t they 
k in d 9 I  like Susan; b u t most all the girls 
hate her because Ahoy say she’s mean to them; 
but I  talk to lier w id show her my things, and 
tell her stories tha t you tell me, and she al­
ways lets mo pass w ithout giving me ranch 
trouble.”  The kind, “ m y  d a u g h te r”  spoken 
by the mother, gives the cine to the loving na­
ture of th a t daughter’s disposition toward her 
mates. Enough such mothers would fill the 
world with philanthropists; and soon there 
would he no need of one saying to his neigh­
bo r; “ Know the Lord, for all would know 
him from the least to tho g reatest.”

M ed iu m 's  a n d  S p e a k e r ’s  C o n v en tio n  in 
W e s te rn  N ew  Y o rk .

The Medium’s and Speaker’s quarterly meet­
ing met a t  Johnson’s Creek, N iagara Co., 
May 22nd, and again was enjoyed a  “ Feast of 
reason and a flow of soul,”  os no other meet­
ings so largely send forth and oxhibit, as do 
these same gatherings, which are becoming a 
permanent institution in W estern New York, 
called and institu ted  as they were, under the 
inspirational direction of brother Seaver, of 
Byron.

The meeting was largely attended by persona 
from different portions of the S tate , many 
Counties being represented.

John  Sybrant was chosen to  preside, and 
S. A. B urtis as Secretary.

Appropriate and instructive addresses from 
J .  W . Seaver, Mrs. Luddington of Holley, 
the venerable W arren Clark of Gasport, and 
others, characterized the morning session, a 
beautiful symbol was seen, and given by Mrs. 
Hazcn of Buffalo. A  communication was 
read by b rother Seaver, written by his hand 
from the spirit of brother Smedley, who bad 
not long since left his earth-home in tha t 
vicinity, and who was an early advocate of 
our religion.

N . F rank W hite being* in attendance, was 
invited to occupy the afternoon session. The 
audience had the pleasure of listening to one 
of the most profound, logical, as well as radi­
cal Lectures from our brother, much to their 
edification— and to whom the meeting tender­
ed a  vole of thanks, for the able and deep 
searching tru ths u ttered  on tha t occasion.

The evening gathering was formed into a 
large family circle, and participated in, by 
many of the speakers present.

2nd. Day a t  9 a .  m. found earnest hearts 
assembled, to  mingle their sympathies, and 
swell the tide of harmonious feeling which 
characterized and signally crowned this as­
sembly. The President opened the meeting 
with somejliappy remarks, when Brother Clutn 
arose and said, th a t a t  the Cleveland Conven­
tion, an old veteran in Spiritualism of nearly 
eighty summers, remarked “ tha t he was only 
nineteen years of age,”  tha t remark was 
very significant, however many years had pass­
ed over us, we had not begun the real life, un­
til we embraced this new born religion ; tha t 
he (th e  speaker) was but three years old, 
tha t it had opened up to his mind, the defects 
and improprieties of his own life, and by its 
light he had been enabled to reform from many 
habits, which would have an effect on his ever­
lasting existence.

A n address was listened to with almost 
breathless a ttention from Mrs. Nettie Maynard, 
the I la ll being crowded, and not ablo to con­
tain all who desired to listen. Near tho closo 
of her Lecture, the influence controlling, paid 
a m erited tribu te  to the untiring efforts and 
laboft of Brother Seaver, to which he re­
sponded in a beautiful manner.

The meeting was gladdened and refreshed 
by sweet songs by the choir, a t  intervals 
throughout tho two day’s session. A  vote of 
thanks was passed to the friends for their 
hospitality to tho officers of the meeting, and 
to Mr. Seaver, for his untiring labors. I t  
was agreed th a t the next meeting be post­
poned for six months, as the Picnic for Ju ly  
a t N iagara Falls, and tho National Conven­
tion in Soptember being near each other, it 

not deomed expedient to call a meeting 
for the next quarter.

I t  can be tru ly  said, tha t these meetings 
possess more harmony, beauty and inspiration 
than almost any others, as all present feel a free­
dom to speak tho thoughts within them, with 

spontaneity not always found in larger meet­
ings, where conventionalities have to be ob­
served more or less closely. The resolutions 
adopted aro as follows :

Resolved, T hat while we as Mediums, and 
advocates of the Spiritual Philosophy, have 
great cause for congratulation in our exemp­
tion from the sanguine persecutions of past 
ages, by immolation, strangulation, and pub­
lio executions of tho Spiritually inspired, (and 
of the so called witches, seers A c.) yet we 
still reoognizo tho samo spirit of animosity 
and ostracism in this day, a* exhibited by re­
ligious opposers, and by many authors, and 
journalists and also by certain aspirants to 
political power, through a union of church 
and state polieieo ; Therefore we oxhort all 
friends of civil and robgious liberty, to inces­
sant labor, to disseminate and enforce the 
principles of civil and religious liberty. 
v R eso lved , That in  view of tho persistent 
efforts of many American Journalists, in op­
position to tho tru ths of Spiritualism by mis- « 
representation, stigmas and burlesque, merits 
ju st rebuke a t tho hands of the hundreds of 
thousands of American Spiritualists, and we 
would suggest tho propriety of encouraging 
and patronizing thoso periodicals and news­
papers, which fairly present the glorious, sci­
entific and religious tru ths developed in mod­
ern Spiritualism. S a r a u  A. B u r t i s ,  

R o c h e s t e r ,  Ju n e  6 th, 1869. Secretary.
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ONLY THE CLOTHES THAT SHE WORE. 

(Recentlyi at the Morgue In tills City, the ettlro • 
drowned person alone remained for UlentlOcatlon.)

There is the hat 
With the blue reil thrown round it, ju s t as they 

found it,
Spotted and soiled, stained and all spoiled—

Do you recognito tha t ?

The gloves, too, lie there,
And in them still lingers, the shape of her lingers 
T hat some one has pressed, perhaps, and oarosset,

So slender and fair 

There are  the shoes,
With their long silken laces still bearing traces,
To the toe's dainty tip, of the mud ortho slip,

The slime and the oore.

There is the dress,
Like the bluo veil, all dabbled, discolored, and 

drabbled—
Thistyou should know, without doubt, nnd, if  so,

All else you may guess 1 

There is the shawl,
With the striped border, hung next in order,
Soiled hardly less than the light muslin dress.

And that is a ll.

Ah I here is a  ring 
We wore forgetting, with a pearl setting ;
There was only this one—name or date ?—none!

A frail, pretly thing ;

A keepsake, maybe,
The gift of another, perhaps a  brother,
Or lover, who knows ? him her heart chostj,

Or was she heart-free ?

Docs the hat there,
With the blue veil around it, the same os they 

found it.
Summon up a  fair fuco with ju st a  trace 

Of gold in  the hair ?

Or docs the shawl,
Mutely appealing to some hidden feeling,
A form, young and slight, to your mind’s sight. 

Clearly recall ?

A mantle now has passed,
And her sad history remains yet a  mystery,
Out these we keep still, and shall keep until 

Uope dies a t last.

Was she the prey 
Of some deep sorrow, clouding the morrow.
Hiding from view the sky’s happy blue 1 

Or was there foul play ?

A las who may tell ?
Some one or other, perhaps a  fond mother,
May recognize these when her child’s clothes she see: 

There—will i t  l>c well ?
The above sweet and tender, though trag­

ical lines from Appleton’s Journal o f June 
19th derive increased interest from the fact 
th a t they are the last ever penned by their 
author, Mr. N. G. Shepherd. W ithin a  few 
hours after receiving from the Messrs Apple- 
ton the price of his verses, he died from the 
effects o f intemperance. l ie  was well known 
as a  w riter for magazines, was genial, witty’, 
gentle-hearted, and o f very prepossessing man­
ners. B u t he wrecked himself upon those 
fearful shoals and quicksands where so many 
of the most brilliant and best beloved have 
been lost on the voyage of life. H is passion 
for strong drinks ruined him. And th is pa­
thetic poem may he regarded as a  requiem for 
the author, as well as for the poor unknown 
whose fate i t  attem pts to portray.

Who shall solve th is fearful problem of in­
temperance? How shall th is direful evil tha t 
works so ronch misery in human hearts and 
homes, and is the fruitful source of so much 
crime, be abolished ?

The craving for stim ulants is the natural 
effect o f the over excited condition our Amer­
ican people are always in. W e are  rushing 
forward toward every extreme. We do noth­
ing decently and in order. Fast, is the word 
in every direction. Fast matches, fast horses, 
fast men, and fast hoys. We all live too fast. 
The intellectual man, wearies his brain and 
wants more nerve force, and he calls for a 
supply in the shape of a stim ulant, instead of 
taking his supply from nature through rest. 
The business man hurries to ge t rich, and 
wearied and exhausted, calls for his tobacco, 
his coffee, his brandy. The laborer puts eve­
ry  nerve to its keenest tension to get through 
his toil, and puts upon himself burdens he 
cannot long hear, and the result is, wearied 
nature claims rest which is not given, and 
then the demand is felt for the stimulant that 
mokes rest unnecessary.

I t  seems to us the true way of reform 
this direction consists in pu tting before men 
nobler ambitions, and leading them through 
obedience to nature’s laws into th a t  harmoni­
ous condition of body and spirit th a t calls for 
a life of reasonable gratification and reasonable 
labor to gain it.

L et us seek the best methods of educating 
men, and for the highest means of culture for 
our young men and women.

Heaven’s law is one of severe justice, 
metes out to the transgressor against any law 
of his being, the effect of that transgression, 
and i t  never steps aside from the divine law of 
retribution sooner or la ter ; b u t in all its op­
erations, its tendency is to remove evil, 
strives to overcome evil with good. W hen we 
can make men know this, they will look with­
in for restraint, and find ever a  power strong 
enough to lead them past all temptation into 
paths of usefulness and pleasantness.

M eantime le t us do what we can to lift np 
the weak ones who fall, and throw the bread 
mantle o f our love over all.

M iss S in g le to n ’s C orrespondence-

I  promised you, my dear K itty , some ready 
news, or a t  least the assurance of my safe 
rival in this little  snuggery. B ut how insig­
nificant do all my movements seem, in the 
graud movement th a t nature has been making. 
Oh, these Juue days 1 Some one has called 
them delicious, and so they are,as are peaches 
and Delaware grapes and Catawba wine. They 
are full of beauty, and tha t means full of all 
goodness ; for is not true beauty satisfying ? 
and therefore is i t  not equivalent to virtue V 

IJsteppcd from the dirty cars through 
shaded road, into the dearest littlo cottage 
that you ever dreamed of. And my 
can only describe it by telling you it looks out 
on to an orchard. I  daresay you would rather 
hear about its carpet and chairs, and its little 
nicknacks, for your thought of beauty has 
been woven in looms or pricked into canvas, 
I am sorry to say. Why don’t your father 
•end you into the country V

Well 1 I  must tell you Unit sun t ** 
people here .11 e .tl her, i s .  little bit of •«  old 
meet, .m l she board. tbo m intatw  •»* b“ 
tbo parlor for his study, .n d  sloops I" the little 
room off of it. N~» dent >“"*'> “” d f«“ >’ 
some romaneo, for the Rev. Mr 1 l.ernton 
u  unsentimental os possible, nod takes his tea 
and coffee iu .  most common pl.eo way 
talks about the weather and a probable sliow- 

•, with aunt R uth , much as uncle J im  used 
to talk with you, nnd you know w hat a bore 
ho always was.

ust tell you this very Mr. Thornton used 
to preach in the city and was very popular, 
but ho lost his voice, and his popularity, and 
retired. Ho has a sort of disdainful way of 
looking a t  people, as if he felt himself 
little  higher piano than common folks, though 
aun t R uth  assured me he was the most modest 
o f men.

I  was a little disappointed to find tha t I  had 
no other companions than this old maid nnd 
old bachelor, and I  did not quite approve of 
the course taken to get me here. I  would 
have liked Ritchford Springs better, or some 
jolly farmers even, where I could toss hay and 
jokes a t the same time, w ith the farmer’s hoy 
B ut I  must submit a t  least for a month. But 
I  am resolved on a change then.

W hat would you say K itty , to having a 
man look up from his steak and say, “ Madam, 
the sun has gone Into a cloud, we shall have 
rain.”  I  am in doubt if  the man knows any­
thing, or if he thinks I  do not. Some 
think all women fools. I  took a poop into his 
study—the door was open—and it  was lined 
with hooks. B u t hooks dont make a student, 
and I dare say ho dont know any more about 

anan o r Coleus than 1 do.
B u t I  talk every moment about the minis­

ter, you will never know anything about, the 
cheeses and the pots of bu tter and tbo deep 
well, and the cool cellar. There is where 
aunt R uth reigns, and do you know K itty , I  

not sure b u t i t  is better to bo queen there 
than to he only a  servant in some other sphere. 
All my life I  have been reaching out for in­
tellectual pleasure, and trying to be some 
sort of a sovereign in the realm of letters,and 
what am I  ? Only a serving woman, and yet 

th a t looks down upon those of other oc­
cupation, as if  i t  were grander to read than 
to knit. When I sec aunt R uth going about 

her realm, sole mistress there, and fully 
equal to all th a t she encounters, I  feel hum­
bled and like pu tting my books under the table.

I  do believe, K itty  dear, tha t i t  is better 
to act well than to think well, and tha t a busy 
life close to good and pure things, is more like 
a poem than all the efforts to reel off other 
peoplo’Sjhrains into one’s own. A unt Ruth 
has soft brown hair which she combs most 
smoothly, and she wears snowy white collars 
and white aprons, and unless I  misjudge, Mr. 
Thornton thinks a  deal o f her, and will some 
day marry her. I  amused myself thinking at 
breakfast table th is morning what a splendid 
match it  would he, she so quiet and home like, 
and he so stupid and homely. Did I  tell you 
he has a great nose which you are sure to see 
the first thing when you look a t  him, and he 

irk on a thunder cloud—a real brown 
skin, and he has large bushy eye-brows, and a 
head large enough to represent Sampson, 
and he stoops a  l ittle  and walks in a  timid, 
hesitating way ? I  could h u t wonder whether 

natural and his universal gait, or on­
ly the effect of my overpowering presence ; 
though i t  is true, as I told you, he takes not 
the least notice of me, or ju s t the same that 
he does of aun t R u th ’s cat. W e have a won­
derful cat here, it opens doors, stands up and 
begs, and lies down when it  is told to. I 
spent an hour to-day speculating whether that 

was immortal. I t  has a  mind, how can 
die? I  notice Mr. Thornton is very 

attentive to the cat, patting  its back and 
stroking its  fur.

I  know ju s t w hat you will say when you 
read this letter—th a t I  have had one of my 
moods since I  came, and you are half right.
I  was vexed to  bo sent to this dull place, if 
the sending was only in the shape of a loving 
wish. I  was a  littlo b it angry to find “ the 
young man”  a stupid minister, and Miss 
R utli Rimer, an old maid who made butter 
and cheese.

W hen my mood passes away I  will write 
again. L e t me tell you what the orchard 
said to me this morning, when the sun first 
crept up over the bill. livery blade of grass 
glistened with the dew, and every clover tuft 
and daisy crown lifted tlieir heads, and the 
June  grass fairly laughed. All these beautiful 
things were like a  hymn of faith. They declared 
the glory of God. Oh, K ittie, why do I  ever dis­
trust the goodness of th a t power, tha t 
shadows the earth  ? Surely the littlo clover 
blossom lies close to tho heart of God, else 
how could i t  he so perfect. Tho tiny grass 

f.ilds in hi» proaoneo. else how could i t  bud 
and bloom, and tons its  feathery head with 
such grace. A ll these things grow into beau­
ty  because the life within them is divine, and 
all divine life reaches the life of God. Then 
why cannot 1 look up from clover blossoms 
and daisies into my own heart, and find the 
same nearness to the divine ?

T hat was the sermon, K itty , I  heard 
tie after sunrise. I f  you have read it you 
will believe in the dullness of this place, for I 
cannot translate the glory of summer, with 
my pulse beating time to aun t R uth’s churn.

Your loving H elen .

Boston and Frew Thought.

The papers arc full o f comments on 
Free Church movement in Boston, and the 
Radical Convention, which was such a success. 
I t  is not more than twenty years since Theo­
dore Parker stood almost alone. Now tbero 
is in Boston an army of religious radicals, 
tha t go even before Theodore Parker in con­
tending against forms and organizations. The 
society of Theodore Parker still exists, though 
no one'can call together the audiences that 
came to catch the inspiration of his words.

Besides this society, tho Rev. Rowland 
Connor has seceded front tho Univcrsalists, 
and called together an earnest society .o f freo 
thought. The Ilev. W. R. Alger gathers a 
large congregation every Sunday, who are 
radical on all religious subjects.

Perhaps there is not moio free thought in 
Boston than elsewhere, but there it is wedded 
to high culture, and forms an intellectual

standard tha t always is attractive. I t  is a 
representative city, sinco it  gathers to itsolf 
so many mon and women of standing and 
note in tho world of loiters. But i t  only 
represents to tho public what is active nnd 
vital everywhere, though not so distinctly 
seen. The Radical Convention was tho out­
spoken voice of thousands throughout tin 
land. Thcro is not a Wostorn town or city 
tha t was not represented there by many voi­
ces, if sympathy is representation.

Tho fact is, freo thought is like the free a ir ; 
it breathes everywhere ; or, like tho sunlight, 
tru th  is free to nil, nnd all rcjoico in it.

Much as wo regret the hesitation of free 
thinkers to recognize the great tru th  and 
beauty of the Spiritual movement, yet we 
can feel why they do not. T heir mission if 
to how down tho harriers th a t hem in the hu­
man soul. They must contend against bigot­
ry  and superstition. After them shall conic 
those who must reveal the truth, nnd as sure­
ly ns tru th  is, so surely must spirit commun­
ion bo recognized.

For this roason, wo rejoice a t  every step 
th a t radicalism takes, for i t  is a  step forward, 
and though it  leaves tho human soul for t 
time, without its full measure of food, yet it 
is hotter than the dry husks i t  has been feed­
ing on. Our Unitarian nnd Univorsalist 
brethron have missed their strong hold in o 
eluding the facts of Spiritualism. Radicalis 
will lend them to it. L. M. W.

T h e  I n te r m a r r i a g e  o f  R e la tio n s .

A pamphlet on the above subject, by Na­
than Allen M. D., of Massachusetts, is worthy 
of attention, for i t  is full o f valuable statistics. 
The laws of man’s physical being, as they re­
late to population, it is of vital importance to 
understand. Marriage concerns individuals, 
nnd yet in its consequences, i t  concerns tho 
public.

The instinct of the human race is opposed 
to the marriage of parents and children, 
brothers and sisters, uncles and nieces. But 
the union of cousins is tolerated, and is bc- 
ooming quite common. From the carefully 
gathered facts o f Dr. Allen, it is found tha t

such marriages there is a mysterious but 
certain tendency to increase tho number of 
deaf and dumb persons. I t  is ascertained 
tha t 25 per cent is tho result in Lyons, and 
30 in Bordeaux.

The report of tho well known philanthropist, 
Dr. S. G. Howe, gives the following facts. 
In  seventeen families where the parents were 
near blood-relations, of an issue of ninety-five 
children, forty-four were idiots, twelve wore 
scrofulous, four deformed, one deaf, and one 
dwarf.

D r. Allen gives overwhelming statistics to 
show th a t when tho interm arriage of relations 
is continued through several generations, the 
deteriorating effect upon offspring is very 
marked. Nowhere are these effects more vis­
ible than in .the Alps, where communities are 
hemmed in by almost impassable harriers, and 
ntermarriages between kindred have existed 

for hundreds of years. Here we find goitj-e, 
scrofula, mutism and idiocy, in aggravated

Tho Mosaic laws have been considered a 
rule, and the basis of most legislation on the 
iubjcct. B ut those laws were not as stric t as 

o f the Roman tha t commanded “  They abstain 
from marrying their kinswomen in every de­
gree of blood.”

The subject claims the attention of physi­
ologists and philanthropists, for whatever we 
may say of the ideal seHtiment of love, we 

tha t it should be restricted by laws that 
tend to protect the population of the country. 
As yet, very little  is actually known of the 
laws of reproduction, hut we should gather 
up carefully all the facts, until a science is 
founded.

(CoiTcsiicmdcncr.
Id. P r e s e n t  A uk .
A Philadelphia leading Daily, c is (he follow­

ing :
“ I lay my sins on Jesus,
Tho spotless Lamb of God,
He bears them all and frees us 
From the accursed load.”

W hat an unmanly, ignoble, lazy, soul-debasing 
creed must tha t be— thought we, resting on such 
a  shameless sentiment as th is doggerel expresses. 
Then a  spirit of commiseration possessed us, and we 
pitied, heartily pitied the weakness of the creed 
bound soul, educated so fnlscly as to pass through 
life depending solely on tho good deeds, kindly 

and merits jof another for nil his indi­
vidual moral value, nnd a t la st when ho 
comes down to die, gasps or goes off singing:

1 lay my sins on Jesus thus making a  scape 
goat of one who knew no sin, i f  the record bo true, 
neither was guile found in his mouth. IIow unjust, 

■ero it  possible, to add a single pang, or to nf. 
r wrong doing on him, whose every act was a 
of tho most gracious nnd benevolent deeds, 

through a life of charity nnd love for humanity. It 
of gross injustice in man, can it bo less in 

Deity,— the innocent to suffer for the guilty? “ Jus­
tice,”  “ compensation”  is written every where, nor is 
this in conflict with tho Book. “ Bo not deceived, 

not mocked “/o r as a man someth to tliall 
.” Every man’s punishment or reward shall 
•rding at hit work* have bun. Say to tho wick­

ed it  shall be ill with him, for ho shall receive the 
d of his own doings, hut sny ye to the Highl- 
vith him it shall he well. 
cc always carries its own punishin 

her reward.”
Every vile act, every deed of wrong committed by 
an or woman makes its impress, leaves its scar on 

tho soul. For the false teaching of modern theology 
to the contrary, notwithstanding man really has no 
senpe-gont, nor even a Lamb on whoso head to lay 
his sins, tha t they may ho homo away, nor yet a 
daysman, to advocate his escape from their ju s t pen­
ally, but every son and daughter of the race, mutl 
work out their own salvation, though in truth
God who“ workcth in them to will and to do his oi

will

. D. H.

Sauijatuck, May 28th, 1809. 
BuoTiir.it Fox.—Through the columns of t 

Pkkhkxt Aou,which I deem are open to tho reception 
of Spiritual progress, I joyfully hail the opportunity 

well as privilege of representing our success even 
in Saugatuek, which, though apparently somewhat 
obscure from tho benefits arising from material ami 
Spiritual associations, that belong to tho earth 
ipherc, nnd from which sourco our truest happiness 
arises, and our highest aspirations spring, because 
being sympathcticaly connected, isolation is not only 
unnatural,hut detrimental to our being and advance­
ment til nil Hint goes to mako up our individuality, 
as human beings, yet from tho interior perceptions 
of tho soul, thcro is ever welling up and going out 
through all the avenues of our being,little rivulets of 
happiness, giving forth uspirntions thnl proceed fr< 
the emanations of the great Divine source. Such 
from our earliest reccollctions, lias boon our experi­
ences, while coming up through tho muddy waters of 
opposition, founded upon ignorance nnd superstition;

whioli condition It bus ever been mine to bo sur­
rounded with, until my feet have been lacerated and 
bleeding, from treading the thorny path. But with 
my interior eye fastened upon Hie rook of our salva­
tion, naught in Earth or Heaven could induco 
my stops to faltor,until I had reached tho 
desired summit, from whoso height by Hie aid and 
guidance of tho Angol world, I  can proclaim I 
have drank of that puro walor which sntWioth, 
of Hint broad whioh perisheth not. Vos, tho i 
immortal must ever exist, act and move on through­
out God’s  vast domain, howovordurk axel obscure and 
to the umtirinl eyo invisible. Vet, within the Di­
vine law, nothing is lost sight of, hut all concentrate 
to form one stupendous whole in Hie grand ultimate 
of nil things.

' .......---------------  blessed with (ho presence

were highly appreciated, nnd now anticipate ni 
feast from Brother Whipple who is to speak her 

M. El Moi

Bonus M. Fox—Sir 
i08 of tho l’UBSRNT Ad 
nrr discontinued, nnd a

y, Mass, Mny 15, 1860.
I have received n few cop 
a place of tho M ite  Dan- 
much pleased with it. It

seems to he ju s t tho papor t cln ulnte among
who would bo likely to become intorested in our
tiftil Philosophy, ns well as tho o who are  ni
interested in it.

Tho familinr nnmes of Dr F. .. II. mid Lo
Willis, our old friends in tho oolumns of tho Da
of Light, add to Hie clmrm of your paper. If  I .....
aid iu the circulation of the A or I shall lie happy to 
do so. I enclose payment. Flora M. T iiatoiik"

A S p ir i tu a l  M usicitl S ean ce .

Some evenings ago, namely, March 24th, 
1869, my wife anil I were kindly invited to 
join a circle, by Mr. and Mrs. Childajnt their 
house. W e found assembled there with our 
host and hostess, a party  of twelve, including 
tho mediums, Mr. J2d. Childs, who is our 
host’s brother, and Mr. Austin. The visitors 
were Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Fitzgerald, Mrs 
Kossctt, Mrs. Dixon, Mr. Taylor, Mr. G. 
Gibbs, Mr. T. Jones, and the writer.

Tho circle arranged, musical instruments, 
namely, a  violin, a flute, a piccolo flute,and an 
organ-concertina, were placed on the table 
together with a  few card-hoard trumpets.

On tho gaslight being turned off, a whisper­
ing voice was hoard asking for paper. Light 
was reproduced, a few sheets of paper obtain­
ed, and—after being marked by some of the 
circlo with their initials, laid, with pencils, 
on the table. The light was again turned off, 
and a pencil was heard a t work, and after a 
few minutes, tho voice said “ L igh t.” 
this being again produced, we found on one 
of the sheets o f paper, written in pencil, in 
small well-formou characters of old fashioned 
stylo, tho following:

Ye Account o f  y c  Mnftclee o f  ye Eocniny. 
V iolin— “ Ye lover and ye bird”  M. S anc to .

“  “ Cappo In tro  ( ? ) ”  •'..............  “
“  “ Ye M inftrel Man.” .......... “
“  “ F a u ft March”  ....................  “

Piccolo— “ S in g , b ird ie , Bug” ........E s c o t t .
Concertina.— “ Coming thro’ ye rye”  “

M. SANCTO. 
Mrs. Anderson was anxious to possess this 

programme because her name was upon the 
paper, bu t Mr. Childs said he thought lie 
ought to keep it  among his records. On the
light being turned off, Mrs. A----------was told
tha t she should have something for herself; a 
light was produced for a moment while she 
marked another sheet of paper, and on its 
being extinguished tho pencil was heard a t 
work again. L ight was called for by the 
voice, and on the paper so marked was an 
elaborate vignette portrait in pencil,apparent­
ly done by some kind of stippling.

The circle then composed itself for the 
promised music, all joining hands, when the 
voice said, tha t before Sancto began with his 
programme lie would, if  ajycenlile, give a 
musical illustration of a passage in the life of 
an artist. We all willingly assented, when 
the flute gave forth an eccentric melody, last- 

half a minute or so.
‘T ha t’s the prelude,”  said the voice, “ now 

for the illustration. Understand tha t the 
music is composed on tho spot. Conceive now 
tha t our artist resolves to paint a picture ; he 
prepares his palette and canvas. (D escrip ­
tive  music.") The artist thinks of a subject; 
helooks upas forinspiration. (M usic .)  H e con­
ceives an idea; he rushes to his easel. (M usic. 
The artist drops on one knee and contemplates 
his work ; ho thinks he has achieved success. 
(M u sic .)  He hears a knocking a t  his door ; 
he opens ; it is his landlady; she demands 
her rent. (M u sic .)  The artist pleads for fur­
ther lim e; he points to his pieture. Music. 
The landlady will wait no longer; she puts in 
a d is tra in t; the picture is taken off.”  (M usic .)  

A pause following, one of the circle said, 
Oh, you won’t leave him so ; something 

ought to be done for him.”  “ He gels better 
off afterwards,”  said the voice, “ but we will 
tell the rest another tim e.”  (‘Oh, I  hope so,” 

.id Mrs. Anderson, “ but thanks for your 
music—many thanks— I was quite carried 
away by i t ! ”  “ And so was the picture,” 
said tho voice.

Each strain of the music lasted about lialf- 
a-minutc, each being distinctive, characteris­
tic, and illustrative of the words of the verb­
al tableaux preceding it. While listening to 
i t  one could understand tho meaning of the 
phrase, “ discoursing music.”  I  say “ the 
voice;”  but I  ought to say “ one of the voices.”  
The spirit, whose voice we had hitherto heard, 
and who had been addressed as Amos, calls 
himself “ Amos Ferguson.”  Tho voice we 
next heard was tha t of the spirit who had 
written tho programme, and who calls him­
self “ Antonius Sancto ; ” tbis voice is diffe­
ren t in pitch, intonation, accent, and articula­
tion, and is thus quito distinguishable from 
tho other, although both arc whispering.

Sancto asked Mr. Childs to tunc and 
lay the violin on the table. This was done. 
The spirit corrected the lunutg, and then ran 
over tho  in stru m e n t, bringing out tha t tOllO 
proper to i t  when tho mute is on. Some were 
so sure tha t tho mute must bo on, tha t Mr. 
Childs struck a light and searched the violin 
case, b u t found it  there. The light being put 
out, the violin was played again with thomuto 
sound, then without it, and so several tunos 
alternately ; the invisiblo™fayor evidently 
amusing us, nnd being amuseffl himself a t  our 
mystification. Then ho iiriKitcd the sounds 
of a repeater, striking the flK rsand minutes. 
This, I  was told, ho had done a t a previous 
seance, im itating on tho violin, the sounds of 
the repeater of one of the circlo who wanted 
to know how the time wus ffoing ; then he 
imitated “ Big Bon ;”  then flic sounds of the 
various animals of a farm-yard.

Along with those la tte r sounds we heard an­
other voice joining tho two others in remarks 
nnd repartee, vory diverting to thoso to whom 
they wero addressed and who understood them. 
The laughtor was frequently chcckod by  tho 
voice of Amos, calling for quiet and passivity, 
and saying tha t noise and excitement disturb­
ed the influence.

The third voice was sonorous and shrill ; it 
belongs to a spirit who speaks, in rustic dia­
lect, a droll sentence or two a t a time, but 
tho purpose of his coming seems obscure if it 
bo not to assist the others in physical manipu­
lations. This and tho other spirits have giv­
en littlo bits of their history while in the 
body.

As the last mentioned spirit made himself 
heard, wo heard also from Liniu to timo tho 
note of a bird, perhaps produced by this or 
somo other sp ir i t ; there must have been sever­
al. Sancto tells Mr. Childs tha t a spirit, 
named Escott, takes part with him in thoso 
musical manifestations.

Sancto's voice now called for quiet and 
passivity, and ho began his eoucort with the 
piece first in order on his programme, being

accoinpaniod not 
card-hoard tubo. Silence 
tho satno signal.

Tho air “ Sing, birdie....... .
fully played on tho fluto, tho

and then by a  tapping
also called by

mg. wps beauti- 
ipanimcnt

being really as by n singing bird. B ut In 
I  »po«k of tho March Ira n  Cam,, and tho
Maroh Iran  h o t .    1, „ ,l„d
for by one ol the circle, on the organ-concer­
tina, in the hands of this spirit ? Tho per­
formance of oaoli of thoso pieces could not 
have boon surpassed by a perfectly conducted 
hand, in foroo, accuracy, finish and reeling.
I ha audience were unanimous in requesting 
tho invisible friends to repeat them, nnd tin 
request was immediately complied with, will 
perhaps a higher appreciation on our parts of 
the music, and a more complete forgetfulness 
of the imperfect instrument by which i t  was 
rendered.

After an hour-and-lmlFs playing, tho pro 
grammo was concluded, each piece being play 
ed a t our request more than once, and then 
the invisible performers, seeming to like the 
enthusiasm of their auditory,invited tho mem­
bers of tho circle to name in succession nn nit 
and they would try  to play it. This was 
done; one asked for this favorite air, anothci 
for that, each being perfectly given upon oik 
or tho othor of tin: instruments. W hile Hit 
flute played we could hear the thrumming of 
accompanying chords from the violin. One 
asked fo ra  repetition of “ Sing, birdie, sing,” 
and it was given as before with the bird ac­
companiment. Whilo it was being debated 
whether the accompaniment was produced by 
some line management of the piccolo, Snncto’f 
voice said, “ I think you would like the air oi 
the piccolo; shall 1 play it on the piccolo V  
“ 0 , thank you. yes. ’ Tho nir was played 
on it most perfectly, the music being heard 
free, as it wero, from the vibration of the in­
strument, and accompanied again by the sing­
ing nf the b ird more clearly and effectively 
than before, now sounding far, then near, 
then far again.

Ono lady asked for a tune, of which she 
said she was composer ; the words beginning 
“ 1 remember, 1 remember, as my childhood 
fleeted by.”  “ Favor us, madam, with tho 
first bar,”  said the voico. The lady sang the 
first verso ; a t the end of tho first bar, tho 
fluto accompanied her voico note for note as 
delicately as if singor and invisible performer 
were playing from the same music with the 
same perception and feeling. As if  pleased 
with pleasing, the performer, or performers, 
accompanied the lady through the whole song, 
and then played the air successively upon 
each instrument on the table, ju st as the lady 
(did she know the instrum ents), so she told 
me, wonld have played it  herself.

As the time for breaking up approached, 
Mr. Childs asked Sancto to favor us with the 
usual concert finale. The concertii 
forth “ R uleB ritannia ,”  the last note of wTiich 
was prolonged into the first of “ God save the 
Queen,”  rendered with wonderful power and 
finish.

This brought to a close a  sconce more 
teresting than any tha t I  have been present at 
for the last fifteen years, as affording proof of 
the ability of spirits manifesting themselves 
by action. B u t the circlo was held under 
conditions favorable to the manifestation of 
such action ;— for, first, all present had h 
ed to know tha t we are in a spiritual sphere 
of existence; secondly, tho mediums woi 
good ; thirdly, the sconce was held under coi 
ditions suggested by the spirits themselves 
and fourthly, all present were in kindly ha 
mony with each other.

Thus it was tha t we were favored a t  once 
with an extraordinary spiritual manifestatii 
and an equally extraordinary musical enter­
tainment. J .  D ix o n .8, G ro a t O rm ond S t . ,  L ondon , \V . I!.

N O T IC E S O F M E E T IN G S.

•lOfil o s s iv

irsuant to adjournm ent, of Hie First Nation 
Convention!of Hie Friends of llio Children’s i’rogre; 

Lyceum, tho Second Annual Meeting will be held 
■mlin Hall, in the City of Buffalo, State of Ne 
•k, “ immediately after the adjournment o ft!  
h Nation ni Convention of Spiritualists,”  . 

Thursday the second day of September 186!1, nt t  
o’clock in the morning, and to continue in sejsii 
from day to day until the business of the Conventii 
shall he accomplished.

'■'e, therefore, invite each Progressive Lyceum i 
Continent to send two delegates, nnd an ndc 

tionnl one for every fifty, or fractional fifty over t! 
first fifty members, ami each State organization 
send us many delegates ns they mny have Kept 
sontntives iu Congress, and each local organization 
where there are no Lyceums, is invited ^to send

important and practical work ot the age-
Mary F. Davis, President, 

Orange N J . ,  on behalf of the Board. 
IJk s r y T. Child . M I>.

634 Itacc St. Philadelphia, Secretary.
Dorns M. Fox, Michigan; Michael B. Dyott, Penn­

sylvania ; George Haskell, M. D. Illinois ; Mary 
Sanborn, Massachusetts ; Nettie M. Pease,Maryland ; 
CIcmentini Avcrill, Now York ; C. M. Putnam, 
Wisconsin ; Hannah F. M. Brown, Illinois; Cornelius 
B. Campbell, New Je rsey ; Cora L. V. Daniels, 
Louisiana ; George B. Davis, District of Columbia ; 
Portia Gage, New Je rsey ; John II. Currior, Massa­
chusetts ; Eli F. Brown lnd.
F ou rth  A n n u a l F o iiv o i it io n  o l  f l ic  

lllin o iN  S ta te  A s so c ia t io n  o l'S p ii 
itu a ls ts .
By order of the Executive Committee of tho Ass 

ciution, the Fourth Aununl Convention of the lllino 
State Association of Spiritualists will he hold a t Hi 
vana, on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, June  2511
26th and 27th, I860.

Each local society of Spiritualists, or other reform­
ers, shall bo entitled to a  representative in tho Slat. 
Convention in tho following ratio, viz., Each society 
shall ho entitled to two delegates, and an additional 
delegate for each fraction oHifty over the first filly 
members. ,

Weather permitting, several sessions will ho held 
in a pleasant grove. The Spiritualists of Havana 
extend a cordial invitation to their brethren nnd 
sisters of tho State to moot with them ami enjoy the

Arrangements hovo been made with the Peoria, 
Pekin and Jacksonville I t. It. for reduced fare.

W .F . Jam ikson . Secy. 
S ta te  T e m p e r a n c e  C o n v en tio n  at 

K a la m a z o o —J u n e  • f in d , 1869 .
A strong desire having boon expressed of late, by 
me active temperaneo men, particularly in tho cc- 
nl mid wostorn portions of the State, for anotli 

Convention to bo held soon ; Hie friends of the Toi 
pcrance Party of Michigan are hereby requested 
assemble in mass Convention a t Kalamazoo, on Tues­
day, tho 22nd of J uno inst., at 2 o’clock P. M. of that

There are many valid reasons for issuing this call ; 
but the near approach of u N a t io n a l  Convention, 
for tho purpose of giving wider scope to the movc- 
iiciit, would alone justify tho holding of a previous 
necting in our State. “  For by wise counsel thou 
(halt make thy war : nnd iu multitude of counselors 
there is safety.” Temperance mon of Michigan ; 

l us have a full meeting.
Cnilcd in behalf of the State Contrnl Comniittoo.

j .  Ht ssKi.1., Chairman. 
Tho ltoligo Philosophical Society (Spiritualists) 

of Rockford, Kent County, will hold their regular 
Quarterly Meeting in the grove ( where it was last year) 
if  the weather is suitable, if  not, in Parker’s  Hall, 
Saturday and Sunday Ju ly  3rd, and 4th.

The Kent County Cirple will meet at tho snmo 

" A irn re  invited. Good speakers will be in ntten-

J ” ” ' l i n , , I n F n
June 9th, 1869. ____________________________

V curly M eetin g .
Tho yearly meeting of the First Society of Spirit­

ualists of Farmington, will bo hold in the grove, near 
that place, commencing Saturday 10 o'clock A. M., 
June  26th, 1868, and continuing over Sunday.

Also the third quarterly meeting of tho Oakland 
County Circlo will he hold nt the same time and 
place. Good speakers will be in attendance, among 
whom are Mrs. 1.. A. Pearsall. Invitation is extended

i all. n>N La , Dr,
Tho Van Bureti County Circle will- hold its tie 

Quarterly Mooting nt Lawrence, commencing Satu 
day, Ju ly  3rd, a t 2o ’oloek, i\  m., holding over Sh 
day. ilev. A. J . Fishbnok and Mrs. Frank Rood n 
the Speakers engaged for tho occasion. All a re ,on 
neatly invited to attend. J. H, T utti.r, Preaider 

Hodkrt Baker, Secretary.

N EW  A D V ERTIN EM EN TN .

Tlie Grpalesl Invention of fhe Age

A. MENDENHALL’S

C A L C U L A T O R !
C O U N T Y  a n d  S T A T E  I t l L I I T N  

F O IL  S A L E .

qiicnlly may he used
FOR THE SOLUTION OF ANY PROBLEM 
In our common Arithmetic. Is S iiout and IU lia-

ic Bank Kit, Maniivaotiikkii, Mechanic and Kar­
ikh, nlwnys being Correct, and freeing the opcrati 
-oni all mental effort and consequent fatigue.

Hundreds of our Practical Business ami 1’rofe 
lonal men have examined it, and all pronounce 
.^indeed the GREATEST INVENTION OP THE

We could publish Certificates from all who have 
xamined it. Wo only offer the following : ^  ̂ ^

WHOEVER
”\ ^ ln 1111 evening ., IVn of Sn/ariso, Siuc Data*

— if Casper, S n  oMravzszt Not«la, Iu.., ter., „r sclcct-

GREAT SPRING TRADE SALE,

TKN f’KR CENT
M I C H  I G A  N  B O N D S
For sale by A. WILKINS, Delroit, Mich.

SELAT. Heufor';1":;!:!''.
■'I 'l l  HTK III PIN. B,„ 111-J7, I'incinm.li “  

itO O O x Nsi 1st r y .  Address U S. P ian o  Co.,N V

GLOBE FIRE EXTINGUISHER CO.,

No. 3 S ir .;

Col. D. M. L x ,  Kalamazoo, Stating definitely 
tho territory you wnntto purchase.

S. K . M A SSEY .

LIFE PICTURES.
A IMJEM IIV T H R E E  CANTOS,

........ — , -jllcctive,
Domestic Life, from Childhood to Old Age. The 
Action of the Poem Is Continuous, Elaborating the 
Emotional, Maternal, Undicnl, and Heroic Aspects 
of Human Endeavor. The Make Up and Finish of 
the Book Looks Sentiment, Reads Sense, and Sir 
gests Wisdom. J .  I I .  IV . T O O I H ’.Y .

Mr. Powell is one of the best thinkers nnd ablest 
writers among Spiritualistic Authors— Amt 
Spiritualist.

A. G. Wortley,
Kalamazoo.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

J E W E L R Y !
American Waltham and Elgin

W A T C H E S!
ST E R L IN G , ELECTRO -PLA TE.
COIN, HOLLOW  & FLA T

S i e v e  I I - W a r E
B R I D A L - G I F T S ,

CLOCKS,
BRONZES,
1* A l l !  A N , 
FO RK S, 

Corner Mai 
49-ly.

JE W E L R Y , 
CUTLERY, 
FANCY GOODS, 
SPOONS, See., & 

and Burdick Sts., 
KALAMAZOO.

s abovi
nip.
J (H. f t o r t l i c r n  f a r m e r , ”  one year, 

i-Mo.) ami I II. of tho famous “ Early llotc” 
for 81.50 Address Tur. Farmp.ii, Fond du Lac, Wis.
R  ..... - Keller . I

Jdfo to I [I..... up < tuba in out
HUKNK t  i-.ikI to nr")L|fStre"i7ll«fon!l5a«. J’ A’ 3IIKK'

m o o  PER DAY GUARANTEED

IJU ILD BK S send for catalogue nf all new Architect- 
11 unit Hooks and Joucna/,. Address A. J . BiCK- 
NELL & CO., Publishers, Troy.N. V., or Spring-
fleld, HL_________________________________ v *
H A T F A T . S . - i l l l i n i l  Ac C o . ,  Editors, Scicn- 
1 lific American, 37 Park How, New York Twen­
ty-three yearn’ experience in obtaining AMERICAN 
nmf EUROPEAN PATENTS. Opinions no charge. 
A pamphlet, 108 pages of law and information free 

Address ns above.

D f / t l W f S S .  C A T J I K I t l l .  S r r o l u l a .
A Indy who had suffered for years from Deafness, 

Catnrrrh nnd Scrofula, was cured by a simple remedy. 
Her sympathy nnd gratitude prompts her to send tho 
receipts free of charge to any ono similarly afflicted. 
Address Mrs. M. (,' Lkouktt. Hoboken, N. .1

$20 A DAY to Male and Fem ale
Agents to introduce the B U C K E  Y E  820 SHUT­
TLE SEWING MACHINES. Stitch alike on both 
sides, and is tho only LICENSED SHUTTLE MA­
CHINE in the market sold for less than 840. All 
others arc  infringements, and the seller anil user are 
liable to prosecution and imprisonment. Full par­
ticulars free. Address W. A. HENDERSON & CO., 
Cleveland, Ohio.

T R Y  T H E  B E S T

ONE DOLLAR SALE!

FOR $100 PER LINE

It- I.KAMNO PA-

To tiik Working Class:—I am now prepared to 
furnisii a ll classes with constant employment a t their 
homes, the whole ofthe time,or for the spare moments. 
Business new, light and profitable. Fifty cents to 
85 per evening, is easily earned by persons of cither 
sex, and the hoys nnd girls earn nearly as mucii as 
men. Great inducements arc  offered those who will 
devote their whole time to the business; and, that 
every person who sees this notice, may send me their 
address and test the business for themselves, I make 
the following unparalleled offer: To all who nre
not well satisfied with the business,! will send $1, 
to pay for tho trouble of writing me. F ull particulars, 
directions, &c., sent free. Sample sent by mail for 
lOcts. Address F,. C. ALLEN, Augusta, Me.

WANTED-AGENTS-

PAC1FIC RAIL ROAD
Is this day completed.

P E R R IN  & B IS H O P
Arc now opening a New Stock of

DRY GOODS,
N O T I O N S .

DRESS GOODS, &c., &c.
In all the novelties of tho Season, bought on t 
specie basis system very low for Cash, WII ICIi COST 
l.ESS than others who bought before the decline in 
I lie New York Market, and now they propose to give 
rlieir friends ail the advantage of these low prii 

They can nnd do

Sell Dry Goods Cheaper
than any other House in Michigan.

CALL AND TRY THEM at
N o. 107 M a in  S tr e e t .

Kalamazoo, Mny 10th, I860.
4 8-4tv I‘KRUIN & B ISH O P.

PUTNAM ’S

ELOCUTION and ORATORY

T e a c h e r s  a n d  S tu dents,
R e a d e r s  a n d  S p ea k er s

IN T H R E E  PARTS.

I —Scientific j I I , —-Classic; III,--C om ic.

B y  WORTHY PUTNAM,

KSSOK OP PAK1.IAMKNTAKY AND KORBNSIO

AND THE BATTLE FIELD,

Devout, Patriotic, Dramatic, Terrific, Tragic, 
Comic ami Mimic.

.........._>rk is greeted by tho Tencher and Stude
by Professional Speakers, and by nil lovers of I 
eloquent, the good, the beautiful and true.

FROM MRS. A. J. DAVIS.
“ O ranok , N. J ., Sept, 17, 1868. 

in glad you have published tho book. I wi 
ecu in children could get hold of it. 
ir’a Fraternally, M ary F. Davis

TO TKACUKltS, STlIOKN-ra  ̂PUBUOs 9,,K*KKIW’ A'
■rk will he proni^W sent by^mml^ou r

Ceipt ot 81.511,- th e  price. p g G 'X A M ,
ull N |»rlilK *, H l i  l i .
in ordered from tho CHI ii

tago. Address, 

Also for salo i

i 44liftT !
l \  hiii.ib.ig.

f  B ittp.ii, take SWEET QUININE. 
I FREE—GIVEN GRATIS t.V mail wiio tvlif not as agent in a new, light, honor, 

able business paying 836 a day. No gilt enterprise. 
No humbug. No money wanted m advance, .au- 
drese R. Moxiiok K ennedy & Co., Pittsburgh, Pn.

• nil Inducement* to Agents’ Addrcw* AMKk"('aN̂ 'kNIT- 
TINO MACHINE! CO., Bo»ton, Ma-*„ or St. Lorn*. M o.___

WANTED—AGENTS
d ij”” *' (O  S 2 0 0  per month, everywhere, male 
*]p I t )  and female, to introduce the GENUINE 
IMPROVED COMMON SENSE FAMILY SEW­
ING MACHINE. This machino will stitch, hem, 
fell, tuck, quilt, cord, hind, braid aud embroider in a 
most superior manner. Price only §18. Fully 
warranted for five years. We will pay §1000 for any 
machine that will sow a stronger, more beautiful, or 
more elastic seam than ours, i t  makes the “ Elastic 
i.ock Stitch ”  Evcty second stitch can bo cut, and 
still the cloth cannot be pulled apart without tearing 
it. We pay Agents from 875 to 8200 per month and 
expenses, or a commission lYom which twice that 

Address SECOMB & CO.,
Bus Ma>

C au tion . - Do not be imposed upon by other 
parties palming off worthless cast-iron machines, 
uiiiler tbs same mime or otherwise. Ours is the only 
genuine and really practical cheap machine mnnu- 
factured.
I ’IK E E V I’I VGI ISIIE It. P la n t  Syr
1' I n g e .  Window Wasiieb and Uabdbn Enoink 

for §5. Send stamp for circulars to
N. E. P . PUMP CO., Danvers, Mass.

s * liw
*ip L U  wonderful! Eevcrybody buys at first sigh t! 
Agents making fortunes ! Illustrated circulars free ! 
Address Ai-rx S. M. Co., 208 Broadway. N. Y. 
W ’ A iV T IC D . A g e n t s . —“ Won.br o f the World” 
I ? is warranted to cure Rheumatism and Neuralgia 

Sold on tho package system. Nut to be paid for un­
til tested. I pay §60 per month and commission, to 
distribute packages. J . C. TILTON, Pittsburgh,Pn.

VINEGAR.

ADVERTISING AGENCY.

They have reduced advertising to a more per­
fect system than lias been known heretofore."— Ha- 
‘ m (Da.) Sentinel, Oct. 31, 1867.

Whatever is prompt, methodical and straight­
forward, they practice in tlieir dealings, and only 
' ii ’ -  Horton Commonwealth, NoV. 30, 1867.

• ■Wjqy now probably do the heaviest adveitising 
<i|li,ii in the country." — Manchester ( .V. II.) Pailij 
u . ... Jan. 25, 1868.
• Their establishment is perhaps the most oxteu 
e in the United S tate s/ — Cope Ann Advertiser

“ This firm is 
advert

■tnntial business 
l  obiinlry.” —-lmcricun 

Mining M e t,  (N . I'.,) A pn t 2, 1868.
With their reputation they can and do got tho 
,-st and most advantageous terms.”— Mishawaka 

(lnd.) Enterprise.
receive advertisements for all 

American newspapors, nt prices as low as can be 
the offices of publication.

I. P. !
K Age.i

GEO. P. ROWELL & CO.,
C irc u la r  to  A d v e rtis e rs ,

SENT FREE TO ANY ADDRESS.
CONTAINING

A list of 8even Hundred a. 1 Fifty choice
jug mediums, subdivided nto more than
I.jsta, witli Price Cards bowing the co
advertisement from one li •  “  culu“

A List of the leading Daily papers in nil
to rus nnd cities of the Unit ol States aud I

List of Two Hundred leading Weekly nnd Mouthly 
puhlications, with estimates showiug the cost of m, 
advertisement of from 5 to 25 lines, IVom one week

tills Advertising Agency, 
opinions of such men con

rs who huve patronized 
nd letters allowing the 
'ruing the advantages it

G E O . I*. R O W E L L  &. C O .,  
A d v e r t i s in g ;  A g e n t* ,

N o . 10 P a r k  I t o w ,  N .
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Signs of the Times.
All men are not prophets, but he would bo 

a bold man who would affirm tha t no one over 
possessed the power to read the seemingly un­
rolled page of the coming future. To deny 
tha t “ coming events east their shadows be­
fore,” would be flying in the face of experi­
ence, as well as ignoring the plainest pages of 
history. Among living Seers, none stand in 
position of greater importance than A. «T. 
Davis. The recent discoveries, verifying state­
ments made, some twenty and more years 
since, by him, render those still unfulfilled 
more intensely interesting. The quest!) 
stands thus : if  the discovery of certain facts 
respecting the atmosphere of the sun, verifies 
the Seership of Mr. Davis in the direct 
science, are there any signs in the social heav­
ens indicating the completion of his prophe­
cies of societary change? W hat answer shall 
we give? Before giving any, let us say, 1st, 
that many others have made the same predic­
tions, but Mr. D. takes priority in time, of 
them a ll; and 2nd, what the prophecies really 
are. Without quoting at length, 
purport as follows: The religious elements 
will be ranged in two groat bodios, Conserva­
tive and Progressive. The Progressive, em­
bracing men from all present organizations, 
will be ranged under the banner of Ilarmoni- 
al Philosophy, or the freedom and supremacy 
of reason. The Conservative will all be 
eluded in the broad pale of the Roman Cath­
olic Church ; and between the two a terrible 
conflict will be waged, ending finally in the 
triumph of Reason and right. Mr. Davis 
has not presumed to fix the precise time when 
these events will transpire, nor the exact steps 
by which they will be accomplished. Are 
there any definite signs indicating the ap­
proaching conflict? We think there are, and 
as a faithful sentinel, call the attention of 
the readers of the Age to some of the 
important.

1st, In  no period of history, has the Church 
more earnestly sought for power than the pro; 
ent. The issue is clearly made. Rationalism 
or the Church must go down. I t  is a last 
conflict, to be fought on new ground, am 
with new weapons. True to its ancient in 
stincts, the Church lt^ks to the sword as tin 
last appeal, and intends to be found sword ii 
hand, with its foes unarmed.

2nd, This contest is to be no child’s play. 
The army of 50 to 100, 000 priests in this 
country, controlling the educational system 
of the same, leagued with the prominent po­
liticians, and backed by some six to eight mill­
ion men and women, possessing a large share 
of the nation's wealth, is no mean foe, and 
will make no meager tight. Their all is at 
stake. Their lordship over human reason, 
their titles of superiority, and their fa t salaries, 
are all perilled in the contest. The person 
who dreams of an easy victory over such a 
power, has utterly misread history, and to­
tally misconceived all the principles of human 
nature. One source of deception on the 
part of liberalists, we feel bound to notice.
I t  is claimed that neither ministers nor mem­
bers have any very strong faith in the old 
dogmas of their creeds and confessions. This 
is true, but it is one of the most fearful ele­
ments of power possessed by the church, in­
stead of weakness, as many mistakenly sup­
pose. So long as sects are honest in their 
professions, they cannot unite, and their mu­
tual opposition serves largely to neutralize 
their several efforts. But as they become lax 
in faith, hypocrisy predominates, and policy, 
not principle, is the rule of action. Union is 
possible then, and power is in proportion to 
union. Again laxity of doctrine is accom­
panied with a Jesuitic spirit of accomodation 
to the ambition of politicians, and the osten­
tation of the wealthy, which unites them all 
in one. Any one familiar with church history 
will verify our position. So one eau fail to 
see, tha t the protestant sects have become 
more united ju st in proportion as they have 
grown lax in their creed&l faiths. To a like 
extent, have they become identified with a sin­
gle political party. Their pretence of liberality, 
is the siren song intended to lull the votaries 
of reason into a fatal sleep.

3rd. Mark well the means now proposed for 
the triumph of the church !

The union qf all cognate sects undi 
jurisdiction. The O. S. and N. S. Presbyte­
rians have substantially completed th e ir s ; 
and  th e  United and Reformed seem to be mak­
ing  progress in the same direction. No doubt 
a few years will see all Presbyterians 
body. Tbo Methodists will follow suit, and 
if lay delegation the Episcopal, or
largest body, all will be removed,
and the Reformed, United Bretli-
eren, and others can coalesce in one mammoth 
body of some two million people. Nor do 
see why the Baptists should loug linger in 
divided state. When these unions are c< 
pie ted, then the proposition will he made for 
a  coalition, or alliance of all these bodies, < 
what will be termed an Evangelical Platfon 
I t  is already mooted. This will be a union 
far as to prevent all that friction and opposi­
tion to each other, which has so largely crip­
pled them in the past. They will husband 
tbeir power. These measures, wo arc certain 
will carry. F ifty  years ago they would not 
have been listened to a moment. B ut then 
people were not urged to join the church be­
cause  it wum respectable. To-day, they are. 
Jesuitism  is in the ascendent.

B u t another important measure is proposed, 
and is being secretly carried out. The 
ry caucuses of the people are being manipulat­
ed, so as to prevent the election of all men to 
civil office, who will liot sustain the Sunday 
Laws, and other pot schemes of the sects. 
We heard the details o f such operations sta t­
ed in a Union Christian Convention, and its 
success in the election of members to the pres­
ent Illinois Legislature gloried in. If  liberal 
minded men find themselves laid on the shelf, 
in nominating conventions, they can under­
stand the reason. I f  we sleep on, we shall 
m erit defeat

(4.) Tho proposed amendment to the national 
constitution, is part of this same scheme, 
it is by no means so curtain, as many think, 
that this villainy will not bo consummated. If  
the people were to decide it, wo should not
fear, but i t  is in tho hands of dishonest politi
emus, many of whom arc the members, am 
p«i<r tools of the churches. There is to 
much corruption to warrant us in oxpocting 
either tru th  or justice.

( 5 . )  Another measure, inaugurated by 
some of the sects, is the extinction of nil or­
ganizations but tho church. Masons, Odd 
Fellows, Good Templars, and similar bodies 
arc proclaimed to bo inimical to the interests 
of tho church. Thoy arc irreligious and dan­
gerous. This is a true position from a church 
stand point. Every Lodge <>f theso bodij 
every society of whatever name, proposing 
the moral good of man, is a proclamation 
of the inefficiency of the church, 
sumes to do what tho church declares 
be done except through its own special 
agencies. Of necessity it must oppose them, 
or prove recreant to its own high pretensions. 
Secret Associations, and moral societies arc so 
many organized denials of the special claim 
of the church to bo the only reformatory pow­
er in the Univoree. The most unrelenting 
war is to be waged against them. Wo said at 
the outset, that tho lust of power never show­
ed itself more plainly than a t present. The 
hungry priests see that Masonry and Odd 
Fellowship are powerful. Thoy rear costly 
and beautiful edifices— they have a bond of 
brotherhood mightier than tha t shown by the 
church—they dispense vast sums of money i: 
charity, and in the case of Masons, the left 
hand is not allowed to know what the right 
hand doetli. I t  is not blazoned abroad like 
the pious charities of the church, and 
salaries are paid to some useless priest to dole 
them out. This maddens the priests. Here, 
is money and power, independent of their con- 

Hero is a religious and moral associa- 
not subscribing to their creeds, nor heed­

ing their influence. These institutions must 
be suppressed. They rival and put to slmmc 
the church in real benevolence. They are far 

ce of tho church in real growth. 
Therefore, the}' must be suppressed.

One thing more is necessary to complete 
lie programme, and prepare for unsheathing 

the sword of persecution, the Union of Rom­
anism and Protcstanism. That will come 
last, and it would not do to formally announce 

at present.
The Union has been proposed in Germany, 

bu t will be most likely rejected for the present. 
It, however, will open the question,^ind pave 

for its future accomplishment. I t  is 
policy, in this country, for the two to seem 

be a t great variance ; while, a t the same 
time, the P rotestants are rushing with fearful 
speed direct to Popery ; most of them ignor­
antly, while their Jesu it leaders smile in pri- 

r their simplicity. W hat are we 
doing to counteract the tireless workers in the 
service of falsehood ? Comparatively nothing. 
Let the readers of the A ge form an exception 
to this dangerous apathy. The heavens are 
black with angry signs. Tno clear toned voice 
of prophecy comes to us from tho unseen world, 
and tells us the meaning of theso angry tokens 
which, in turn, interpret the prophecies. Are 
wc Spiritualists ? Do we believe in the primn- 
y principles of our religion ? Do we propose 

to stand still, while Church-bate whets 
the knife for our throat in our very sight, 
and fiercely announces its intended use ? Will 

let the blood bought charter of our partial 
liberty be altered, and then wielded by priest­
ly bigotry ? We shall sec. L.

Sunday Heading Rooms.

On Thursday eve, 10th inst. The Chicago 
Library Association held a special meeting, 
called by its  President, Rev. Robert Collyer, 
for the purpose of voting on the question of 
opening their Reading Room on Sunday. Af­
te r discussion, the following resolution; to wit: 

Resolved, ‘‘T hat the by-laws of this Asso­
ciation be so amended os to allow the Execu­
tive Committee to open the reading-room on 
Sundays, a t such time as they may see fit,” 
was passed with few dissenting voices.

It was decided to open the room from 9
M. to 10 p . M.
Thus, a t the hands of Mr. Collyer, so much 

has been accomplished in overcoming the 
prejudices of people against Sunday reading- 
rooms ; and we hope the example may be 
followed by all other societies having charge 
of avenues to knowledge and mental improve- 

to the end tha t at no distant day 
Chicago may be proud of one of the finest 
public Sunday reading-rooms in the country. 
W hat a grand movement i t  would be if Spir­
itualists would take hold of this subject of so 

inch public importance and in a half dozen or 
more-of onr larger cities establish such libra­
ries and reading-rooms and open thorn to the 
public. Why don’t  they ? They arc 
fcssedly in favor of this sort- of thing. Are 
they too poor? They can count their hoarded 
millions. Are they too few? Behold! eleven 
m illions! (? )  Is there an insufficiency of 
public spirit among them ? Really no people 
should have the cause of education so much at 
heart as they ; anil while the much talked of 
College movement may be a fair demomi 
ational effort, a public reading-room mov 
nicnt, free to all on Sundays, would come 
nueh nearer the live demands of the timi 

>1 enlist the public spirit more generally, we 
W.think.

Historical KxwrjiUi.
WHO BURNED THE 111 HI AN LIBRARY ?

and intondod to cast obloquy on tho followers 
of Mahommot. W ithout presuming to sot this 
ontiro account down ns a falsehood, wc offer 
tho following reasons for doubting its oorroot-

rom our boyhood, we have read from 
what purport to be histories, that t |l0 Moham­
medans destroyed the famous library of tho 
Ptolemies, numbering some 700,000 volumes. 
The tale is told with many dramatic amplifi. 
cations. I t  is said that the Arab general sent 
word to the Caliph to know what disposition 
should be made of the library, on the cap­
ture of the city. The answer was, that, if 
the books contained anything contrary to tho 
Koran they ought to he burnt, ami if  they 
contained nothing but what agreed with tho 
Koran thoy were useless, therefore, let them 
he burnt. The hooks were consequently scat­
tered, and for many months fed the fires of 
the oity baths. This is the Christian account,

1. Tho conceded fact, "lying and decep­
tion” wore considered virtues in the Christian 
church, whore its interests could be thereby 
promoted.

2. Christians of to-day rejoioe that it was 
destroyed.

8. The b u rn in g  o f  books for th e  safe ty  
of tho  ehuroh, was for oonturles a common 
practioo. M anuscrip ts o f  tho  bible have bcon, 
by Christians, burned  by tho  thousand .

4, W ithin twouty-ilvo yours from tho death 
of Mahommot, the patronago of learning was 
the settled policy of the Arab sovereigns. 
They founded schools, acadoinies, collected 
libraries, copied manuscripts, .and in all ways 

uglit to promoto the cultivation of lourning. 
One decree was, that no mosque should be 
ereetod without a school was attached to it.

The unoontradictod facts in the case. 
This groat collection of books was begun by 
Ptolemy Soter, not far from 300 B. C., 
though to his successor, Philadelphia, the 
credit of founding tho library is most common­
ly ascribed. This was located in that quarter 
of the city termed the Bruohion, and was 
connected with the Museum. I t  numbered 
400,000 volumes. The second great library 

s established by Ptolemy Physcon a t the 
Sernpion, in tho adjoining quarter of the 
city. The library of the Bruohion was burn­
ed during the scigc of the city by Julius 
Creser. Mark Antony presented to Cleopatra 
tho library of Peagamus, numbering 200,000 
volumes, as a  partial atonement for tho one de­
stroyed. This was added to the one in the 
Sernpion, which thus became the greatest 
library in the world. I t  was in the la tter part 
of the fourth century, about 890 A. D. 
the reign of Theodosius the great, who w 
Spaniard by birth, that the famous temple of 

phis was destroyed. One Theophilus, 
who had formerly been a monk of Nitria, was 
tho Archbishop of Alexandria. W ith his fa­
natical followers, he boro undying hate to­
ward the temple and library of Seraphis, and 
only waited for a pretext to destroy it. Says 
Draper ; “ To them it  was a reproach and an 
insult. Its  many buildings were devoted to 
unknown, and therefore unholy Juses. In  its 
aults and silent chambers tho populace be­

lieved tha t the most abominable mysteries 
carried on. There were magical brazen 

circles and sun-dials for fortune telling in its 
porch ; every one said that they had once be­
longed to Pharaoh,or the conjurers who strove 
with Moses. A las! no one of the ferocious 
bigots knew tha t with these,Eratosthenes had 

the old times measured the size of the 
earth, and Timocharis had determined the 
motions of the planet Venus. ”  The desired 
opportunity a t  length arrived. The Christians 
provoked a quarrel with the pagans, who shelt­
ered themselves in the temple. The Emperor 

is appealed to, who ordered it destroyed, 
and entrusted the work to Theophilus and his 
Monks. Before tlicir infuriate zeal the mag­
nificent temple, with its works of art, 
went down in ruin, and a clinrch was orccted 
on its  site. W ith the characteristic hate  of 
knowledge, which has distinguished the Chris­
tian religion, Theophilus, and his black 
cowled Monks pillaged and dispersed the 
library first. Twenty years subsequently the 
empty shelves or cases wore standing.

Now, when the Christian world is prepared 
to show, when, and by whom these scat­
tered volumes were gathered, ( i f  not all de­
stroyed a t this period,) who had charge of 
them- - in  what part of Alexandria they were 
kept etc, we will modify our scepticism some­
what respecting t he reputed destruction by the 
Arabs, to whom we owe the revival of learn­
ing, and many, very many—  of tho most 
important elements of our present civiliza­
tion.

The Irish Church Bill.

The B ritish House of commons has passed 
the bill disestablishing the Irish Church. 
(T he  special provisions of their bill we set 
forth some time sinco in tho P r e s e n t  A g e .)  
The P ro testan t Episcopal Church is no longer 
the Established Church of Ireland. The bill, 

passed, has been opposed by all the means 
a t the disposal of n wealthy, powerful and 
desperate aristocracy. I t  has passed, in the 
face of threats o f Irish P ro testan t revolt and 
Fenian excesses. I t  is reported as a remark­
able fact, tha t one of the strongest arguments 
made use of to show why the Church should 
be continued as the established church, was, 
tha t with the exception jjf  half a dozen par­
ishes, there were not church members enough 
in any locality to support a rector and a 
rate, much less a Bishop and the intermediate 
dignitaries. I t  was, in fact, a church without 
a people. Partly , perhaps, as a cover to this 
objection, the bill provides for the support, 
during their lives, of the present official in­
cumbents ; but the Established Church itself 
is abolished and extinguished beyond the hop 
of recovery.

The bill now goes to the House of Lords, 
where i t  will undoubtedly be acted upon with­
out delay ; not because this body of concen­
trated  aristocracy, of itself, is in favor of dis­
establishment, but because a contest between 
the Lords and Commons on this bill would 
precipitate England into an excitement une­
qualled in her history for half a century ; und 
out of th a t excitement would spring a revolu­
tion, headed by a new liberal party, which 
would not stop short of Land Reform, Man­
hood Suffrage, or universal suffrage, and kin­
dred awaiting reforms. This tho Lords foro- 

with its  consequent jeopardy to themselves 
and their institutions ; therefore, they will 
doubtless accept the lesser inevitable step in 
reform, and not hasten, by a strugglo which 
would certainly be unsuccessful, tho other and 
vastly more searching changes in tho religious, 
social and political condition of their country.

So disintegration goes on. The old pets of 
aristocracy and tho bulwarks of despotism aro 
gradually passing away, and in tho light re­

eded  by sucb events us tho disestablishment 
of the Irish Churob. wo sec tho certain inau­
guration and success of all measures necessary 
to a free, rational, republican government, 
whore now subjects groan under tho burdens 
laid upon them by their political, social and 
religious masters. y -

An Appeal.
Readers of tho Age ! 'Vo have a fow se­

rious words to you, coupled with ft serious 
request. And tho gravity of the same, is 
vory much enhanced by tho fact that our rc- 
quost involves tho over recurring question of 
funds. In  a word, wo want more readers for 
tho Age, and more who pay therefor. Wo 
liavo good ovidcncc that the paper is well 
liked. Wo haven’t  yet got fairly settled down 
in our Department, but wc intend, and shall 
work with a will, to mako it the best in any 
of the Spiritualist papers published. And 
whether wc actually suoceed, or not, the effort 
will onhnnee the value of our columns. The 
publication of this pspor, is a declaration of 
its publishers, tha t those already in existence 
did not moot a ll  the wants of the Spiritualis­
tic public. I t  does not pretend that thoy 
meet none, and will scok to dotract nothing  
from their well earned standing. B nt i t  does 
claim to fill an especial sphere of its own, and 
it  purposes, in tho fnture, to realize more 
fully its ideal. The creation of its several 
Editorial Departments is in pursuance of that 
design. And its proposed enlargement in the 
future, will most essentially forward that de­
sired end. R ut to enlarge tho paper, and not 
materially, or a t all enhance the price, de­
mands a wider circulation. To gain that, re­
quires the earnest, volunteer work of all our 
readors. We want onr list doubled during 
the next six weeks. I t  can be done, an 
easily, if even half our renders will make 
decided move a t once. We do not regret that 
several papers started a t about tho same time, 
for it will try  our capacity, and make a better 
paper in the end, of the one, or more, which 
shall keep tho Bold. Try us, friends. I f  you 
take another paper, combine by two, or three, 
and give us a trial, and if wc don’t make our­
selves necessary to you, cast us one side. 
Reader, le t us move all together, and place 
the Age above nil possible pecuniary embar­
rassment, and see what the paper can be made. 
Get one subscriber each, and the work is done.

Down on Secret Societies.

Perhaps one of the tnost silly, weak minded 
affairs oil record, is the sayings and doings of 
a Convention of anxious theological bigot* 
lately held in Chicago-—The National Chris­
tian Association. They are down on all sorts 
of secret societies whatever, and continually 
expose their weakness and lack of reason by 
ippointing committees to manufacture special 

prayers in behalf of those who are bold 
enough to openly oppose Masonry &c. I t  is 
reported tha t heart rending accounts wore 
given of a large number of murders, by Ma­
sons, of those who had exposed the secrets of 
tha t O rder! The'Rev. Moses Thatcher gal­
lantly offered himself as an additional martyr 
in the cause of " n o  secrecy.

I t  is the purpose of this Christian Associa­
tion to remove all men from responsible posi­
tions, as editors of religious papers, officers 
of trac t societies <fec., who belong to any se­
cret society ; and they declare their determi­
nation not to support any man for office politi- 
:ally who has any i»lK%inn<-<; with tha t sort of 

thing.
All of this bluster arises from the supposed 

fact tha t secret socioties are “  unscriptural,”
opposed to the cause of Christ,”  and “ hos­

tile  to tho peace and welfaro of the Church 
of C h r i s t a n d  further, “  tha t secret socie­
ties set up a religion, and religious standards 
of their own.”  Well, tha t is reason enough 
why bigots should oppose them. Ho who 
won’t  bow his neck and take the yoke, must 
expect opposition from the tru ly  orthodox (? )

B ut what will this opposition amount to? 
There are undoubtedly many more members 
of secret societies in this country, than there 
aro Christians; and -only a handful of the 
Christians can be urged into this unequal war. 
Secret societies will feel the blow dealt against 
them by theso people, with sensations of pain 
equal to those which would bo felt by an ele­
phant run over by " th re e  blind mice.”

W.

Editorial Notes and Clippings.

The House of Lords has made some pre­
tensions to opposition to the bill disestablish­
ing the Irish Church ; but the latest infor­
mation concerning thoir attitude, is to the 
effect tha t they will consider "discretion the 
better part of valor” and pass i t  as it came 
to them from the House of Commons.

P a r i s ,  France, % disturbed. The late 
election showed a large majority opposed to 
the Government Candidates, and the tide of 
revolution rising rapidly, threatens the peace 
of the nation. The populace have for several 
days been kept in subjection only by armed 
force.

Mrs. Colby has lectured a t  Crosby’s Musio 
Hall, Chicago, during tho last two Sundays. 
Miss Susie M. Joliqson is advortised to speak 
in tho same place, for the remaining Sundays 
of the month.

The King of Swetfon in closing the session 
of the Diet, promised give his serious at­
tention to the q u e B ^ T  of a more extended 
religious freodom. ■

The number of I^A cstan t Christian con­
verts in China amounts now to about five 
thousand. A t this jrate each convert must 
have cost an immonsffiuni of money—many 
thousands of dollars^ and for what ? Simply 
to substitute one form of theological belief 
for another, without improving the ethics 
of tho people one whit. The same amount of 
monoy exponded in good works, whioh tho 
Christian scoffs a t as a moans of salvation, 
would have saved ten timos live thousand from 
muoh sin and more suffering.

does lnisinoss, wo believe, on Howard street 
To her thoro came, inspired by tho universal 
curiosity, a reverend efivino, Dr. Scuddor of 
this city, skilled in theology, and a t home in 
the Asintic languages. I t  was his firm deter­
mination to expose this humbug, and destroy, 
as Paul did of old a t Ephesus, tho profits and 
emoluments of those who minister to "  strange 
gods.” Tho simple preparations wero made. 
Tho little plain, lacquered table was placed in 
position, and tho customary scraps of papor 
llaccd before tho visitor, on which to writo 
lis questions. The medium did not seem 

muoh discomposed by the sanctified appear­
ance of tho gontlemnn, nor did her nerves 
tremble when she became aware tlmt he was 
testing her "  familiars”  in what was to her an 
unknown language. She had confidence in 
her “ sp irits ."  The questions were put in 
Hindoostan, Sanscrit, Arabic, Porsian, and 
all sorts of strange languages. The reverond 
scholar was airing his learning admirably, and, 
as he thought, to the complete discomfiture of 
the poor little medium. B ut ho was mista­
ken ; for back from the spirit world, or some­
where else, came, in the same languago in 
which the questions were put, full and most

tisfactory answers. Tho questioner stared.
o was sorely puzzlod, while tho medium sat 

calm and unmoved, with a stray sunbeam from 
tho partially curtained window glinting in her 
rich blonde tresses.

Tho divine tried her powers again nnd 
again, until his mind was in a state of sad 
bewilderment; and he was fain to acknowl­
edge, to himself, tha t he had signally failed ii 
his attempted exposure. H e arose to leave. 
B u t he could not re treat without a parting 
word.

"  Madam,”  said he, turning to the medium, 
who had risen with him, nnd was standing de­
murely by his s id e ; "M adam , your a rt is 
from the d ev il; abandon it  for tho sake of 
humanity, and for your own peace of mind.

Then there came a now light into tho eyes 
of the hitherto quiet medium—the light that 
shines when the temper is aroused.

“  Doctor,”  said sne, in calm, bu t decided 
tones, “ you, I  presume, are a ministor of 
some church in this city, and you mako a liv­
ing by tho practice of your profession. I 
simply do the same thing by the exercise of 
my peculiar gift. I t  may bo right, or i t  may 
be wrong. I  do not presume to argue that 
point. L e t i t  rest. B u t I  may say th is : if, 
as you assert, the g ift is from the Father of 
Evil, docs it not follow, from the promptness 
and correctness w ith which your answers came, 
th a t your friends must have a very near rela­
tion to th a t much abused individual?”

This was too much for tho doctor. H e was 
beaten a t  all points. W ith a muttered “ Good 
day ,”  he passed out into the street, and the 
medium saw him no more.

Are wo wrong in supposing th a t the little 
golden-haired lady had a quiet laugh to her­
self, after this remarkablo interview was over !

J. W. MOLIERE, M. D„
THE INTUITIVE

N A T U R A L  H E A L E R ,  

CHR0N0-THERMAL PHYSICIAN, 

Madame FLORENCE MOLIERE,
The wonderful

M e d ic a l  a n d  B u s in e s s

C L A I R V O Y A N T !
ELECTRO-M AGNETIC i n f i r m a r y .

H OT  A I R ,  V A P O R ,  A M
'-'Vi's OP D I.IE AS a

GEO. W. WINSLOW & CO’S
H T  E  A M

M A R B L E
W O R K S .

ESTABLISHED,  1849.
Shop on Portage Street, Opposite Union Hall.

K A L A M A Z O O ,  M I C

Having a Steam Engine, and machinery for sand­
rubbing, sawing, nnd high-polishing Marble, we are 
prepared to do work belter, nnd afford it cheaper than 
any dealers not having such facilities. A good aur

Ely of the best kinds of American and Italian M arti _ 
cpt on hand. MARBLE MANTLES furnished t» 

o rder; likewise, MONUMENTS of various sizes a 
styles, and H r  ad S to n es  of all descriptions.

We do not “ mnkc bold to say that my heqc 
can’t bo found, because they don’t  come hoveb
but w« 1*0 claim that bad abapcl lcttora, bad ptincl
ation, bad grnmmnr and worse spelling, a re  not co 
mon on work done at our shop ; and wc pronoun 
the marble agent’s story that wc have “  gone out 
the business," nnd our “  wagon will not be se 
around any more,”  maliciously false.
88-tf ..........GEO. W. WJNSLOW & CO.

D R .  H .  S L A D E ,

CLA IR V O Y A N T
AND

J .  S I M M O N  S ,
Formerly ol Jackson, have opened an office in Kala­
mazoo, south side Main Street, under the Present 
Age office.

DR. SLADE will, on receiving a  lock of hair, 
with the  full name and age, make a clairvoyant ex­
amination and return  a  written diagnosis of the 
with cost o f treatment. A fee o f two dollars i 
accompany the linir, which will bo applied on Medi­
cine where treatment is ordered.

BQf- Please write your address plain.
DR. SLADE will b

1. 2, 3. 14, 16, 18, 17, 28, . . .
1. 12. 13, 14, 16, 28. 27, 28, 29. 

- - 9, 10, 11, 12, 23, 24,
. . .  8, 7, 8. 9. 20, 21,

- - - - 4. 5. 0, 7. 181 10.
1, 2, 3, 4, 16, 18, 17, 18,

1, 2, 13, 14, 16, 10, 27, 28,
- - 10, 11, 12, 13 , 24 , 26,
• - - 7 , 8, 9, 10, 21, 22 , 23, 2-
• - ’ - *4, 6, 8, 7’ 18’ I5|

K A L A M A Z O O

|B L A N K B O O K
MANUFACTORY.

O . I H L I N G -  & C O .
B o o k  B in d e rs ,  P a p e r  R u le r s  a n d  

L i th o g r a p h e r s ,

$ 1 0 0 0 10 $3

^XV,'CKri*[in -iJ, oval*.
Mrs. A. B. ST0CKHAM, M. D.,

OK LAFAYETTE, INDIANA,
W ILL take ft limited number of women Into her hoi

i ^fo^Trezlnimit^i^rlng^lbe^tallrr^riage*^ of ̂ Gerini
i»vlng made Ob*t

THE GREAT SPIRITUAL REMEDY.

M R S . S P E N C E ’S  

POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE 
POWDERS.

'pUE^IAmc^O«JIOLof the POSITIVK AND NEO-

1»R. M O L IK R k
ailljlm

P e r m a n e n t  R e s u l t* *
All forme of Menial and Physical

D I S E A S E !
the u»e of NATURE’S HEALING FORCES, •elemiacaliy '

! CONTROL of l
-------- POWDERS o.„. ... . . .  ____   -

WONDERFUL IIF.VOND ALL PRECEDENT. They do no vlo-
1 lenro lo ihe.y.lem.caoelngno PURGING,NO NAUSEATING, 

NoVOMITINO.NO NARCOTIZING. MEN, WOMEN and 
CHILDREN lln-1 thorn a „ llr„ t 

'T h e  P O H I T I V  K M  C u r e  T V etirn llzin . 
Headache, R h ru in a lU m , Patna of all kind*; Diarrhoea, 
D yaentery , Vomiting, Dyaprpala, Flatulence, Worm*, 
all fem a le  W eakne.ee. and Derangement.; F i t . ,  
Cramp«, St. \  Hue’ D ance, Spoam* ; all high grade, of 
F e v e r .  Small Pur, Mea.lc, Scarlatina, Bryripola* ; all 
In flam m a tio n ., acute or chronic, of tho Kldneye, Liver, 

! Lunge, Womb, Bladder, or any other organ of the body ; 
C a ta rrh , Oonenmptlon, B ronchltla , Cougha, Cold.;
Sc ro fu la , Nervon.ne.e, Sleepier-..........

The N E G A T I V E S  c 
I whether of the mueclce or of the »

D eafnea., Iom of taate, amoll, feeling or motion ; all Lo« 
Fever., raen a. the T ypho id  and the T yphue ; extretm

hlho POSITIVE*- AND NEC.ATIVE are needed Ii 
-—1. and Fever.
^PHYSICIANS aro delighted with them. AGENTS act

re P a ra ly a t. or PaUy,

E le c tr o  - C h e m ic a l  B a th s

REMEDIES. ..... 
MAGNETISM Agency.

and the Wonderful Power of ELECTRO- „  „ , r , tm V HSM! Olven through Healthy llama., Mulled, f > ‘‘O f, U  I'm
ncy. CONSULTATION FREE. | J ‘ ,, “  A'£

who are unable to call Kill be el tiled al their I > \ i-B0'J'**< °’

of your dl.ea«e If you prefer .| 
POWDER H *1

0 be provided
SEND MONEY ___

Ith If «*nt by mall, .honld be 
c .. «r DRAFTS, or.eUe In REG 
■>«- I O F F I C 'K ,  37* St.

f a o ,  OR MORE,
• , -    o. MOSEY ORDERS,

•.cl.e In REOI3TERKD LETTERS.

ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.

M o llc re

PtAC.Siw Yore. 
PROF. PAYTON SPENCE. M. D..

GM17, New Y ork C ity .
F lo r e n c e

GIVES
Unconscious Clairvoyant Delineations

t  T R U T H  t

GREAT INDUCEMENTS
TO

MEN AND WOMEN
EVERYWHERE.

DR. MOLIERE REFERS TO 
nr,,. F. STRICKLAND, Pa.tor Flr.l Congregational. 
II. O. LAYBROOK, Ess., Merchant, Front Street,
JOS. B. CLARK, Esq., Attorney at Law,
D. E. WILBUR, Late Principal of High School,
IRA BROWNELL, Km .,

- ____ ,   KISER, O.htc
R. EDWARDS, E.Q., Sumncrvlllc, 
Mas. WAKKMAN, Menden.
COL. D. M. FOX, Editor PrtD. M. FOX, Editor Present 

CLARK, Editor Kalamatoo
\ .  IIASCALL, tvhotesaje Llqti .. ..... ....... .
4. DODGE, Orocer, Burdick Street,
O. B. SPERRY, Deajer In Hat. Cap. nnd Fum, Main St. 
II. WELLS, Agent Grover A Baker Sewing Machine*, Bar 

dick Street,
Mrs. II. BOOUER,
GARDNER ALLIS,
MM. P. HOBBS,
Mm . BELKNAP, and in

ring great Inducement* to thoM who wUh 
the nalo of tho Ottar SnattVii Ktltior, 
S POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE POW- 

’ ;ro, who de*tro a light
Dd profitable oe 
term* and prlct 
II he found

the only Spiritualist there. The 
inferring the bleulng of health, will dlat

J H E  VERY H IC illU ST

P R I Z E ,
T H E  G I I A N 1 )  C R C

LEGION OF HONOR!
W AS AW A RD ED  TO T H E  R E P R E S E N ­

T A T IV E  OF T H E

GROVER & BAKER
SEW ING M ACHINE COMPANY, 

AT T H E  

IN T E R  H A T IO N A L  E X H IB IT IO N  

AT

P A R I S ,  1 8 6 7 .
T H E Y  A RE

SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHERS!

G -R O V E R  &  B A K E R

S e w i n g  M a c h i n e  Co.,
S. RANDALL, Gen’l Agent,

82 WOODWARD AYE. DETROIT, MICH 
B eg-  Agents a t a ll the principal towns in th8 3tat»

. .n tl.fac t .

ratth, v
id and ct

orly at the *amc time. For term* and price*, add 
PROF. PAYTON SPENCB, M. I

Box 6817, Now York city.

EA TH ER CHOP

A Cord of Wood
THAN

W r ite  a  L etter .

therefore on

a cord of wood tl 
ho feel Jurt a« he 
irefer chopping

tnd being 
anything elae. 

c»slty that they ahoold

hundred* of «uch in ererr 
Tout to get a box of the 
SPENCE’S POSITIVE

write a letter, they delay, and pontpone, and procrastinate, 
until perhaps.lx month* or ayear hx* elapsed, nod iUlL the 
letter la not written. I have had correspondent* acknowl­
edge that they had been thinking about “  ~ ‘
neighborhood, who are
a n d  n e g a t iv e "p o w d e r s . .  .
gi t  a box, because there happen* to be no Druggist near by 
who keep* them for tale, and it I* too much trouble to write 
to New York for them. Iam confident that notwithftand- 
Ing the many thousand boxe* of Positive and Negative 
Powders which we annually tell, .till there are ten* of 
thousand* more which are a* badly needed and a* earnest­
ly desired,and would be bought were they within the Imme­
diate reach of all who dcaire them. Sow, to all *nch person* 
wc would ray ; Send on to  ua, or prevail upon one of 
your nelghbbr* (male or female! to tend on to uj, and get 
th e  A gency fo r th e  ta le  of the Po*lttve and Negatlt
. . . . . . . . -----------------  jlghbOl...................................
to buy the Powder* when needed, without 
delay ol writing — « —  v" 'v Tw> M»

ty be enabled 
’rouble and

Agency, evtnlf you arc the only Splriloall.t, t  . . . .
In your neighborhood. The Agency will be-profitable to 
you: le t, b y  p a y in g  y o u  w e ll fo r  y o u r  tro u b le s  
2d , by  e n a b lin g  y o u  to  co n fe r th e  b lea tin g  o f  
h e a l th  u pon  y o u r  ne lghbo re  ; 3d, by  convert-  
Ing  y o u r  n e ig h b o rs  to  th e  t r u th ,  w h ile  ehow- 
ln g th e m w h o t  good  th e re  I* In S p iri tu a l ism . 
Iu*^lmportaDtjili>o^o Remember Jhat^unoer our^prejent 
an A gency—you cannot lo*e anything, while the 
chance, are that your profile will be large. For mum, 
price*, *e., addr***.

PnOF. PAYTON SPENCE, M. D.,
Box 5S17, New Y ork  C ity.

RAILROADS.

THE APPETITE POP TOBACCO
D E S T R O Y E D .

LEAVE OFP OHBWnra AND SMOKING THE 
POISONOUS WEED, TOBACCO.

ORTON’S PREPARATION
ESSABLISHED 1SGG.

O N E B O X  OK 
tion is w arranted to 

Tobacco in any person, 
habit may be. If  it fail; 
will be refunded. It is al 
off the use of Tobacco by 
will. Something is need

O R T O N ’ S PREPRA- 
doatroy the  appetite for 
no matter how strong the 
in any case, the monev 
moat impossible to break 
the mere exercise of the 
ed to assist nature in over­

coming a habit so firmly 
the Preparation, there is 
Hundreds have used it 
witness to the fact that 
pletely destroys the appe 
the person ns free from 
he nrst commenced its 

directly upon the

rooted. With the help of 
not the least trouble, 
who are willing to bear 
Orton’s  Preparation com- 
tite  for tobacco, and leaves 
any desire for it as before 

i. The Preparation 
glands nad secretions

Ity fee!* araured that •
id good nur.c* furnish

« fully a

T he S pirits  in Sau Francisco.

The following, by the San Franoiseo corre­
spondent of the Ohioago Tribune, shows tho 
“  Golden Stnto” is not without its spirits, 
but tha t it has a full stock on hand, and lively 
ones a t t h a t :

DR. SCUDDBB NONPLUSSED.
The malo and female media, who moke a 

business or pleasure of holding consultations 
with disembodied spirits, for those who are 
not similarly gifted, Dut whoso curiosity leads 
them to seek a glimpse behind the veil, have 
some curious experiences occasionally, nnd 
meet now and then very oooentrio clionts. 
There i* a medium of the gentler sex who

J . H. B0STWICK,
LIFE AND FIRE INSURANCE,

R E A L  E S T A T E ,
War Claim, Collection and Conveyancing plflce,

o m e n  :
Israel's Store, Cor. Rose and Main Sts.,

K W.AMA/.OO, MK’lt.
A NEW  BOOK.

Better Views of Living;
L IF E  ACCORDING t o  t i i r  DOCTRINE, 

“  Whatever is, is R ig h t."

Author of “ Whatever is, is Right,”  Christ and tho 
People,”  etc.

This book contains twenty ohaptors on the follow­
ing subjects, viz. : “  Religion.”  “ Worship,”  Christi­
anity,” “  The Ten Commandments,”  “ l ’ho Devil,” 
“ Sunday,” “ Actg ”  *• Thoughts,” “ Passions,”  “ in ­
fluence before Birth,”  “ Sensuous Living,”  “  Social 
Living,” “  Miserly Living.”  11 Virtuous Living,” 
“ Chaste Living,”  “ Tho Dread of Death,” “ The 
Power and Purposo of Spiritualism,”  “ Tho Power 
and Purposo of Charity,”  “ Tho Head and Heart.”  

Prioe 8 l  00 : postage 12 cent*. For sale at 207 
Carter Street, Philadelphia.

affected by Tobacco, and through these upon 
blood, thorougely cleaning the poison of Tobacco, 
from the system, and thus allaying the unnatural 
cravings lor Tobacco. No more hankering for To­
bacco a lter  using Orton’s Preparation ! Recollect, 
i t  is w arranted. The time taken to allay all desire 
for Tobacco, by the uso of the Preparation, varies 
slightly in different persons—tho average time being 
about five days. Some have no desire for Tobacco 
whatever after using the Preparation two days.

The Health and purse of every Tobacco-user in 
the country calls loudly, Abandon the use of Tobac-

R « c o m iu e n d a tio n N .
The following arc a fow seloeted from the raulri- 

ttldo of recominondntions in  our possession :
Wo the undersigned, hereby cortify that we have 

used Orton’s Preparation for the purpose of destroy­
ing the appetite for Tobacco, and can assuro those 
who arc suffering from this habit that Orton's Prepa­
ration will certainly destroy the appetite for Tobacco 
quickly and permanently, and without any bad effect 
upon the health, and without creating an appetite 
either for the Preparation or any substitute.

W. P . Hcald, Bangor, Maine; J .  Moody, South- 
port, Indiana; E. W. Adkins, Knoxville, Tenu.; John 
Merrill, Bangor, Maine! J . lluuoh, Springfield, 
Tenn.; W. D. Harrington, West Point. Oa.
FROM SAMUEL CASSIDY, EDITOR OF TUB “ JOURNAL 

AND ARGUS.”
P btluma (Cal.), Decomber 12, 1868. 

For about twenty years I  had used Tobacco in its 
various forms, and for the past eight years hail been 
an inveterate smoker. Becoming satisfied tha t the 

of this narcotic was seriously affecting
— ! * **------,x , .  t0 break my.

1 Preparation
- - - ........... ..p . — . . .  — — — a c c o, I  sent to
Portland, Maine, for a box of the medielne, which I 
received through the mail on the 13th of November. 
A month has not elapsed, and yet tho medicine has 
effectually relieved mo from every craving or desire 
to use Tobacco in any form. Tho preparation is not 
moro unpleasant to take than common chewing gum. 
I  conscientiously believe tho Preparation will have 
the promised nnd desired effect in every instance 
where it is given a fair trial. Upon that belief, and 
from an honest desire to assist others who wish to 
break away from tho slavish appetite for Tobacco, 
I offer this testimonial. Samuel Cassidy.

4 0 ? ' Beware of counterfeits and all articles pur­
porting to bo like this, of tho same name or otherwise. 
The great popularity of Orton’s Preparation has in­
duced unprincipled persons to attempt palming upon 
the public counterfeit and inferior articles. Pur­
chasers will please order direotly from the proprie­
tor, or his duly authorized agents, the ra ic *  of 
Orton’s Preparation is 82 per box, or three boxes 
for 85, sent b j  mail to any part of the country, se­
curely sealed from observation, with passage pa>'L 
on receipt of price How to send money by mail: 
Inclose the amount in a letter, seal carefully, regia- 
te r  your letter and ta k en  receipt for it from your 
Postmaster. Money sent by mail as above directed 

my risk. An Agent wanted in every town.
Audi-all c . B. Cotton, Proprietor,
50m2 Box 1,748, Portland, Maine

THE MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD.
rrthan DatroltUm.

TRAINS WESTWARD.

10.13 5.60
10.36 8.151
11.68 ..........|

?M 1.20 ...........  11.00
3.47!.............’ 11.13
2.36 AM 4.25; AM12A2

TRAINS EASTWARD.

STATIONS.
Yril Exp Accom Exp Exp

CAbunazoo 
Battle Cr’k 
kantball

Jackson 
Ann Arbor 
Yprilantl
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11:06 
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I:
2:25
4:46

* 8: 10:10 
11:26 

P.M. 1: 3 
1:47 
2:36 
3:46
6:2#
8-JO

** 3:55 
8:20 
7:54 
9:50

A '>17 :05 
7:30 
8:56
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8:63

10:43
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2:4C
3:46
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11:16 
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2:25 
3:10 
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Kalamazoo, Allegan & Grand Rapids R.R.
GOING NORTH 

Leave Kalamazoo at 7.15 A. M. 8.00 P. M.

Arrive r t^ d B a p l d a  lo!« A. M. 0.36 P. M.
TRAINS SOJJTU.

Leave Grand Rapid, at 9 46 A. M. 5.45M. P
ArriveAatT.IamL*,oo at \ \ m  P. M. 9.WP.M.

ST. JOE VALLEY RAILROAD.

LEAVE KALAMAZOO 0 
•• Schoolcraft at 

Three River*

GOING SOUTH- 

8̂ 40
Pigeon at 10.06 A. M. 

GOING NORTH.
LEAVBJVIIITE PIGEON al 7.45 A. M.

laze
Arrlv* t Kalamazoo »’ 11.30 A.M. 5.46 P. M.

J  health, I determined, i f  possible, to break my- 
f  of the habit. Hearing of Orton’s Prepar "  

for destroying the appetite for Tobacco, I  hi

THE PRESENT AGE:
A  M e e k ly  J o u r n a l,

DEVOTED TO THE SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY’, POUTR 
LITERATURE AND GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 

PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY MORNING

KALAMAZOO, MICH.,

Tho Michigan Spiritual Publication Co.
DORUS M. FOX. - PxxsrolST.
DR. WM. WKYDCRN, - - - Ssciirxzt.
JEREMIAH BROWN, - TxxxiCZXZ.

The Resident Editor* trill be a*ri*ted hjra large corpi ol
the >
Tei-uiN o f  S u b scr ip tio n , S 3  «  t e a r ,

SIX MONTHS SI THREE MONTHS. 30 Cenla.

*3- SPECIMEN COPIES SENT FREE "S*
All communications ihouM be ad.lreased to

COL D. M. FOX, Kalamazoo. Mich.

R A T E S  O F A D V E R T IS IN 'Q -.
T r i e s 7 1 w~k 2 wks 1 mo 2 mo I year

1 Sq. ! s 1 00
~gl 50 82 60 S5 00 88 00 815 00

l 80 2 00 3 00 8 00 15 00 25 00

3 “ 2 00 3 00 5 00 12 00 20 00 40 00
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Ten lines ihl* .lie  typo eonrittute one »quar«: 
Business Cards, twelve dollars per year 
Legal advertisements, Legal rates 
Notices of death insorted froo.
Obituary notices fifteen cents per line. 
Marriage notioss on* dollar sash.


