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PRASNOTTARA, THE GAzErrg or T Inpiax Seerion of the Turoso-
PHIGAL Sucikry, containing wotices of the movements of Theosophy in
India and the workings of the Indian Scction, is published at Benares, India,
onor before the 15th of cvery month. Two-thirds of it is devoled to
religions and philosophical subjects explained in the light of Theosophy
and to Quostious amd Answers for the elucidation of the intricacies of reli-
gious customs and manners of the Uindus &e. A wew volume beging with
the Junuary number.

Subsorintions For non-members of the Theosophical Society in advance:—

Yearly, Indian, B 3. Foreign, 4 s.or$ 1. Single copics, Anuas 4.
4d.or 12 ¢ each.

Members of the Section paying their full annual dues will cach got a copy
free, in the case of & member attached to a Braneh throngh its Seeretary and
in the case of one nol attached to any branch, dircet from the General
Secretury.  Ech member is entitled to a copy from the month of the issne
of diploma to liim.

Buck munhers : —when available are supplied to both members and non-
members at annas 4. 4d or 12 ¢. cach.

Co warnati wations ;==\l commanications  shonlt be addressed to - the
Editor, Babu Upendranath Basu, 1. Genl. Secy., Indian Sec., T. 8., Benares
or the Sub Editor Babu Dhana Krishua Bisvas Asstt. Secy. Indian See. T8,

Contributions :—All matters for the Prasnottara including Muswers to
Questions, sisonid b i hand on the 20th of the previons month to ensure
their appearance in the next issue.  They should be written on one side of
the paper only.  When necessary, communications will be condensed by
the Editors.

Phie Theosophical Society is not responsible forany stafements contained
aerein.  For answers bearing no initials the Editors are persanally linble.

Non-delivery :—Mombers and subacribers are requested to intimate to
us within a month of its issue if it has not reached thenm. so that we may
enquire xbout it and send o duplicate copy, if uecessary, before the number
is exhausted. :

Circulation :—It hus o wonthly cireulation ol vver 3000 copivs in prost
parts of thie world,

Adeerlisement . —We intend in futwre to advertise notices of Bouks
published on religions, philusophica and Theosophical subjucts.

RATES FOR ADVERTISEMENT.

For a puge per month . . IV O I |
o §apage e w d0
» ) page e .. T VI -

The minimnm charge for advertisement is Rupee one only. For tenms
of advertisements for a Ionger period, cowmunicate with the Asbintaut
Secretary, T. 5. Benares,
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DEPOSITS.

Members and Secretuics of Bianches aie requested to enquire iinmedis
ately if any money sent o1 paid by them mthe month of December has nof
yot been acknowledged m the Prasnottua There is some mouey lying with
me in deposit, but winch [ conld not acknowledgs as the advice was not
foithcoming, I shall be much obhged by such enyuiry,

Duaza Krisuva Biawas,

Assistant Secretary,
NEW BRANCIIES.
We are glad to announce the formations of the following Branches =
Namg Date Orricrns

Karkul e 203-1901. ... M Babn Rao, Sub-Registrar.
Phevatipnr ... 22-8 1001, ... O V Jagannath Sastry, Seeretary.

Both the Bianches were established at the exertions of Bio. K. Narayan
Swamy Aiyar.

THE WHITE LOTUS DAY.

Secretaies of Branches are requested to note that the 8th of May i
the day of demino of our revered L. P. B. That the anniversary is to be
celebrated on that day by the Branches in the way they think best, and we
also cxcept to have 1epuits of such celebration from the Bianches.

ANNUAL DUES.

Owing to our being short of hands for the present, we cannot iseue the
V, P. recvipts for annual dues as intonded.  We therefoie request oyp
Secretarios and unattached members to send theiv annual dues as soon as
possiblo.
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HISTORY OF THE BRANCHES.

As we intend keeping in this office a complete record of the History
of the Branches, the Secretaries are requested to supply us with a brief
history of their Branches from the very beginning, noting the names of
office-bearers, the progress made, and the strength of the Branch, during each
year.

We are glad to welcome our dear Sister Miss Rdger to our Benarcs
home after her long and very cffective tour in ihe Punjdb and the
Bombay Presidency ; she is a great acquisition to us.

THE 10T WEATIIER.

The dull season is coming, the oppressive heat will slacken our energy
and we cannot except even half the work from our ofticers heve during the
time.

Most of the active resident nembers are intending going up to the Hillg,
Mrs. Besant with the Joint General Secretary and Mys, Lloyd intends going
to Cashmere. Dr. Richardson, Mr, Banbery aud Mr. Thirlwall also intend
going to some Hill stations. So the Head-Quarters will be deprived of
much of its nctivity.

FAMILY QUARTERS.

Two of our family quarters are ready, one is ocenpied by one steward
and the other is let out to Babu Tridhara Charan Bhattacharjee who is
occupying this house awaiting the completion of hisown in the Hend-Quarters
gronud, sanctioned by the Convention.  These Family Quarters will be o
great help to the members wishing to come here with theie family, as well
as, asonrce of income to the Section, by which the ecust of repuirs will
be met.

THE PLAGUE.

Owing to prevalence of plague in these Quarters, the C. H. College was
closed, but we are glad to infor our mewmbers, that by the grace of our
Masters all the resident members in the Head Quarters gronnd are in perfect
health and that they are not at all scared by the dreadful havoe
made by the Plagne all round,
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION,
(Continued from Puge 61.)

Mr. Keightloy :—* [ shall now ask onr Provincial Secretary
Rai Barodakinta Lahiri to say a few words of his work in the
Punjab.”

Rai Baroda K. Lahiri then said.

“Dear Brothers, wo are in this hall, the hall of the Indian
Section with H. P. B. the great spiritunl teacher who gave us
the light, who took us from darkness. There is that big portrait
of her, aml she hears every word that wo speak and she knows
every thought and theveforo we stand before her angust pre-
sonce.  Kvery hrother should bear ever in mind that it is not «
small thing to “have that blessed portrait hefore his eyes.
Yesterday I was so much pleased to hear the words of Brother
Navayanaswimy, that it strack wty heart, that each and every
une of us should take some energy from him and tey 1o do our
work with greater strength and foree than we have beeu hither-
to doiug.

Owing to a mistaken idea that got into people’s mind, con-
necting the T. 8, with Buddhism, Theovsophy has not made so
mueh progress here as in the South.  But the time has now come
when we should show some self-sacrifice.  Mere talk will not do
now, We Lave had enough of this. Now the time has come, for
real work with the revered teachers al our hack and President-
founder to help.  We shall never get such opportunity again.

Now abont Panjub, T tell you that Punjab is a very fine field
for Theosophic progress. Tt is siill somewhat backward in edu-
cation, but we have got good materials there and 1 think we shall
find that Puujab will not only progress very much in Theosophy,
bat that it will show practieally what wo have heen thinking.
Mrs. Besant's last visit to Junmu, Lahore and Favidkote created
a good denl of interost there. My Brother and co-worker Dr.
Balkrishna Kaul has done much and is still doing much for the
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cause. He has also done much for the College. He has sent
about 50 thousand Rupeces for it. Then we have got brother
Jagannath who has devoted lis life to the cause. He was work-
ing hard in tho famino and was helping the dying, & work which
very fow persons would do. Then onr Brother Sawan Mull,
has taken as his duty to goround villages and sprend Theoso-
phy among the villugers. He has succeeded in ereating sympathy
for Theosophy among the villagers and the time will come when
every village in the Punjab will hear the blessed name of Theo-
sophy and H. P. B.”

Babu Purnendu Narain Sinha then spoke on behalf of Behar.

Dear Brothers, 1 do not think T have much to say as to the
work in Behar. There have been several brauches five of which
were founded hy Countess . Wachtmuister and Rai B. K. Lahiri
during their last year's tour. They visited Dumraon, Buxar,
Bettia, Siwan and Mokhama, establishing new hranches in each of
them, and reviving the Branches at Monghyrand Jamalpur.  Some
of the branches arc very active and some dormant. There aro
some sincere workers. Some of them do their work quictly,
there is not mnch fuss in them and there are many devoted
members. I might just name one or two--Babu Raghunandan
Prasad who has been doing very nzeful work in the north side of
Ganga and Baba Baijnath Ningh who has heen working in thoe south.

Rai Saheb Ishwari Prasad then spoke on hehalf of the Central
Provinces.

Brothers, I don’t want to fake much of your time to speak of
the and acconnt of fumine—muost shocking and heart-ronding in
its character. Tn the Ceutral Provinees, I want something to bo
done. In 1885 when our Colonel went there, somo branches were
formed at Nagpur, Sewun, Chapra, and Hyderabad.  But they are
practically all dormant. It is a good field indeed. I would ask
your sympathy to help us, so that we may he ablo to do better
for we are so very few workers there.”

Rai Peare Lial, then read his report on the work in the N. W.
Provinees
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Thon K. Nurayaunswamy Iyer, tuking the rveport for the
Madras Presidency in his hand said :—

“] have got the report in my hand, which I submit to the
General Sccretary. I shall take from it one or two points. 1 have
already told you that many new branches about 9 in number have
sprang np last year and several dormant ones revived. Another
point 1 want to make iy this:—

There are some huildings built by the Theosophical Society.
As for examplo two temples one at Madura and the other at
Shivaganga and a library of 3000 hooks has heen founded.

The speaker then added some other salient points from his
repord. after which the President Founder who was obliged to leave
for  Adyar next morning early on his way to  America took leave
of the Convention in the following words:—

“Brothers! The time has now come for ny to part. It isa
jov to wy heart to haveseen adl these dear and familiar old faces.
T was delighted to have an opportanity of sitting with a group of
veterans, in which the very oldest of the members of the Society
should bhe perpetunted, There are constantly more and more
people coniing into the society and so T like to preserve the re-
collection of those who were the fivst on our side when 1 eame lere
last. I folt great joy and cmotion, heeause you are all associated
in my mind with the presence of H. P B whose loss T still
deplore. She was my companion and condjuter, who made all
saerifices who bore the heaviest bruni of the baftle, It is the
greatest possible joy and comfort to think that [have heen able
to tuke a part in this work as an humble ivsterument. 1 T have
done nothing betfer than this, still. T was at least hier companion
and st she stands ot asn majestie figure which demands all onr
devotion, [ have often profested against personal worship and
hero worship; but still hers isa fguve which requires always our
devotion for the services she rendered {0 onr race. 1 feel now at
the thresh-hold of the second quarter of the century, that the
Soeiety was never so strong never so full of vilality as it is at the

present moment  We have every prospeet of sieeess belore ny
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during the coming centnry. It is possible, though not probable,
that I shall be with you to preside again on that occasion the
Jubilee of our movement. It is not an impossible thing, becaunse
we have men over a century old. We used to have in Madras one
old gentleman who was more than a century old. It seems to
me that I am going to be kept here. I am sorry I cannot vacate
the place if any body wants it. I have tried three timos to
resign and retire, but I have been ordered to stop and work. So
unless I am turned ont I will not retire and then even I shall start
another Theosophical Suciety as I shall have nothing else to do.
So you will do better to persuade me to stop. You will never
find a man who loves you more than mysclf. T feel towards yon
all and towards this Theovsophieal Sociecty a peculiar sense of
kinship, a relationship which is like blood-relationship, Kvery
Theosophst is my brother and is near to my heart. I may say toyoun
personally that throughout the whele of my tour I was folloved by
a current of good will and sgmpathy sent out by you which was of
great use to me nnd the good wishes sent out to me by the members
of the E. S. T. under the direction of the Head of the Schoul
helped me a great deal in my work. Thave felt it everywhere.
T am going now on a very very long {onr of ahout 45 thousand
miles round the world. 1 am no longer a young man. Tam liahle
to accident, And it may De that my health may hrenk down.
There is nothing which conld be more nseful to we in this my
jonrney than your good wishes and if you send them eontinually
tome, I am quite sure that nothing untoward will hefall me.
Now ag T realize it, there is no such thing as parting in this world.
And [ extend my hand to yon as pavting from one day to another.
Aud we shall meet again and we shall work on from year to yenr.
I wish evory blessing may full on you, ag I am sure every
blessing will follow me.  Our Masters have no favourites.  Their
blessings fall on every one who deservey it.  So I bid you farewell
for the present.”

Mrs. Annie Besant :—* Starting as yon do to-morrow, on a
long journey, we caunot ict vou go from Benares without voicing,
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however feebly, our gratitude to you for five and twenty years of
faithful service to the cause. And our earnest hope is that on
your return to the land of your birth, you will meet with henrts
there that will welcome yon as heartily as we do here. 1t is a great
thing to go back to your birthplace to stir again in American hearts
the fire which youn lighted there with H. P. B., five and twenty
years ago. In bidding you farewell, we pray on you the blessings
of the Great Ones, that they will give to yon advice,
insight to sec what is best, courage to do what is best and that
you may bring us back additions to the rocord of your services,
when you return to us twelve months honce and when you greet
us again at Adyar.”

At 5 p, m. Mrs, Bosant delivered Ler third lecture in the
Central Hindu College on * Caste Syston.”

At 8 p.m. Mr. Banbery, Head-Master of C. H. College,
delivered an interesting loecture on * Visnalisation as an art in
tenching and in learning” which will appenr hereafter in Prasnot{ura.

Fuern Day —29tne Decexrer 1900,
Mrs. Annie Besant was clected nnanimonsly to the chair.

Mrs. Annie Besant t—* Brother Upendranath is to lay before

the mecting a subject of great importance. It needs your careful
cousideration.

Babu Upendranath :—“ T have liad several requests mado to
me hy members of tho Society to huild honses for their own
residence in the Society’s compound. Tt is a matter vory serious
and important, so I don’t think it proper to decide withont this
Convention. I think we might enconrage building of that sort,
but under conditions in which Society should not he the loser.
1 think if no proprietory right is claiimed st all to the building
and no hereditary interest is allowed, unless his son tarns an nseful
Theoxophist, the right may be given. If his son becomes & good
Theosophist, e mny live in the honse built by his father or if not

then the General Scevetary might use it for any purpose he thinks
proper
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The first request came from Bro. Sris Chandra Basu, and the
second from Bro. Tridhara Charan Bhatta, both of whomn are
working very hard for our sacred causo. Tridhara Bubu has been
working for the College and also for the Society. Ho is going to
devote to Theosophy the rest of his life. He will be & very useful
member, If his example is followed by Sris Babu so much the
better, But certainly under such conditions, as I have stated.
But I should like to propose that such sanction be granted and
rights given by some lawyers who should be appointed for the
purpose.”

Cavried nem-con.

The following resolution was put by Baba Upendra Nath Busa
geconded by Mr K. Nurayan Swami Iycr, carried unanimously.

Resolved that this Couvention authorises the excentive Com-
mitteo to permit members desiving to do &0 to ervet houses for
themselves upon the Society's land, upon such terms ag may be
settled by a Committeo to he appointed for that purpose provided
always that no proprictory or hervitable rights of any kind shall
be acquired by any member so building a honso and that the
plans thereof shall ho approved hy the General Secretaries.

Proposed by Babn Upendra Nath Basu and seconded by Mr.
K. Narayanaswamy Lyer that Brothers Purnondu Navain Sinba,
M. Ben:trxuu Keightley, Babu Upenden Nath Baan, and Pt.
Parmesheri Dass bo appointed o Gommittes to draft the necessary
undertaking to bo execnted hy members desiring to build houses
in the T. S. compound nuder conditions aforesaid.

Mr. Ketoutney :—

“During tho last year’s Counvention there were appointed
two Commitices for vernacular publication for Southern India.
1 should like to suggest that wo might re=appoint those committees
for another yenr and I should like to add to the list, for other

provinces also.”

Proposed and seeondod that last year's Committeo for Telegu
and Tamil he re-elected and T. Rama Chandra Row and K. Navnyana-
swamy Iyor be clected conveners respeetively.  Curvied nom=con
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Mr. Keightley said “It is a very important matter and you
shonld have cummitiee of this kind for Bengali, Ilindi and Urdu
also.  Last year we had appointed such commitice but they appear
to have done very little work, hecanse no ouc is responsible. So I
shonld propose that last year’s committces should he re-olected and
conveners be appointed for each langnage.”  Secunded and carried
HOMCON.

Preposed and seconded that Babu Hirendra Nath Dutt be
appointed convener for Beugali.  Catried nemeron.

Proposed and seconded that Bubu Ruglu Nandan Prased

Sharma be appointed eonvener for Hindi in Behar, Curvied nemecon.
.

Proposed and seconded {hat Ram Clhandrs Purushotham
Kamal be appointed convener for Bombay.  Carvied uen-con.

Proposed and secanded that Professor Suraj Bhan, B. A. be
elected convener for Panjab.  Carvied wen-con,

Me. Keightley : -1 have one request -ty wake, and that is
when you return home, you will try and remind your friends, the
writers of books, to kindly sead us here any publication whether
English or Vernaealar, vepresentiug the work done by members.
1 tind we have received practically ouly two or three publications
while thirsy ov forty must have been published. 8o | reguest you
each and all carnestly to he goed enough to send us any new book
80 as Lo help us in keeping a record of T, 8. publications. If
loeal members will send ns 2 eepy of auy publication which
vepresents the activity of the Neciety and tell ns what it deals
wibth that will be of great help for us”

K. Narayanaswamy : —“ I reccived a lefter asking me what
books to translate. T think it is bedter that statvinents should be
shown in the Prasuottara as to the hooks thai ave being translated, ”

Mrs. Annie Besant: =1 am gaing to ask you to do your best
during the coming year to spread among the young Indiauns aronnd
you the knowledge that we are poblishing the Central Hinda
Collegge Magazing and that it wonld be o suitable Magazine for
tho hoys toread, The snbscription i« enly Rupee one. bui we
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have only 1350 subscribers. I know there are many who would
liko to have u magazine like that. If people will send us hright
and short contributions they will be used. If those who are present
here will take with them the notices and cireulute them, then I
think it will help much in making the magazine known. So T think
of sending the IHand-bills by post to such Branches only as nre
not represented herve. 1 wish to make it a rewlly good, interesting
and most widely-cirenlated magazine. The more help you give
us in this, the better it is for the College,”

K. Narvayaunaswamy :—* Will the membhers here undertake
to take some copies ¥”

Mrs. Aunie Besant: — Well, this you should do jndicionsly
and sensibly. Beeause the number of copies we shall print in
futare will depend on January sale.  So whatever nnmber of copics
you take, you must hl'kc on yourself the respousibility of payineg
off of the whole year's subseription for so many copies.”

After this appeal had heen made, 530 enpies of the Central
Hindu College Magazine were subseribed for ou the spot.

Mps. Annie Besant:-— It is now my duty fo close this meeting
of the Indian Section, to congratuliate yon on the gond work doue,
and to express the hope that yon may earry to yonr brothers wlo
are not present here, something of the enthusiasm amd fervour
you have shown in this meeting.  The Convention is veally useful
as it vivifies all hranches of the Society that eather here. Yo
who have come as delegates and represent branches, are veally
channels as it were through which life will pass over the whole of
India and just in proportion as you wake yonrself tvae channel
of that life, will be the strenath of the Society during the cominyg
year. We united here shall offer earnesl prayer to the (fols
above ns and the great Rishis who proteet the movement 1ha!
They will give us sneh devotion that we may he able to serve
Thew rightly and properly. And T express the hope that. we may
meet next year in the sonth of India and that Convention may he
as harmoniows, as fervend, as uselul, as this Bennres (?nn\'un.liun

which T now declne to he eloged.™
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After this Mrs. Annie Besant ( Col. Oleott. being obliged to
leave Benares the same morning for his “tour round the world,”
nominating Mrs. Besant to preside in the next meetings) called
apon Babu Jagadish Chandra Chatterji to deliver his lecture on
¢ India in the West.”

Babu Jagadish Chandra then delivered most interesting lecture.

At 5 p. s Mrs. Besant delivered her invaluable last lecture on
“Womauhood.”

At 8 p.m. Mr. Ko Narayanaswamy Iyer delivered his lecture
on “ I'rom Saguna to Nirguna.”

STRAY TIIOUGUTS ON THE BITAGAVAD GITA.

L—Tur Rean Axp tue UNRESL.

The very first step in the path of oceultism—the very prele-
minavy requisite without which the steep “razor path ™ may not
be trodden at all —nay the very gate-way {o the Path that leads
to life and power is the deserimination between the Real and
the Unreal, the Substance and the Phenomenon—the cognition
and pealisation of the Self in man, the Individual as being the
one reality in the midst of shifring surronudings and changing
eirenmstances.  This veadisation of the nature of the human Self
as heing divine in ifs essence and as such wnaffected by the
changes in the varvious vehivles—as the unchanging spectator
@@mdt) of the workings of Prakeiti - -this notion, though dim, hazy,
and undetined, ab the outset, of the distinetion between the indes-
tractible, permanenl, individualised sell in man and its food. the
pleasures and pains of the persoualily s necessary ere the path
of Wisdom and Bliss can De safely tvodden. Withont this reali-
sation, even ihongh dim and unconscions, man would go on identi-
fying himself with his vehieles and their workings, considering
these ay part of his being and essential to his existence and

couseiousness.
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Action cannot avail. For, by action, the inner I-notion is
brought out into manifestation. The physical law of action and
reaction holds good in all the planes of being and the I-notion
which prompts actions is only accentuaied and thas all actions
have the only effect directly of viveiting tho fetters of ignornnce
on the Ego--of accenfnating the initial iden which led to the
actions, just asin the physieal planes, a (hing is not moved by a
forceo uz:ting on its plane, so tou, the actions which a wan does
with the idea of the physical personality as the centre from
which these activns emanate and to which {hey converge, go
directly to develop and feed the physical personajity in the fivst
instance. All motives of self improvement thus, in order, to be
effectual have their being in the knowledge of the Fgo aud the
non-Ego, and it is only when there is an awakening of the inner
life, thengh fuint may be its pulsations and unrecognized by the
brain-consciousness, that external aid comes to he recognised as
nsefnl. Teachings in the Shashiras ave nscless, if the basis upon
which they ave built, is not existent, and lectures, sermons and
homilys fall flal on ears as yet nnable to deseriminate Lotweon the
eternal and the transitory.  True progress means always an un-
foldment from within; it is the adoptation of the inner man tn
the world external—the harmony of the inuner with the ounler.
How often do we hear lofiy thonghts embodied in the Shashivas,
fall glibly from envious lips without Teaving any frace on the
inner man ¥ How often do we mect with Picksuills and Micawhers
and Malaprops in the feld of religion with a good deal of text
and authority vet refleeiing nothing of ihese in the funer life ¥

The recoguition of the phenomenai natave of things as op
posed to the permanent centre of conseiousness --of the permanent
and unchanging ego as against the fleeting non-cgo indicates to
some mensare the age of the sonl. 1t is only when the Fgo has
exhausted to a larpe exient the pleasures and pains of the
personality, when the Igo has realised that these pleasuves
and paing are evanascent in their nalure like the Dead sen
fraits beantiful to louk at hat ashes to the taste, when weary
with the unceasing panorama of fleeting foreex and ever-vanishing
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forms, the sonl pants for the reality within, when the strong vihra-
tions of the external world have evolved the mind-body, now well
sfocked with experiences conflicting in their character and sti-
mulating the Fgo to find out the unchanging substance in which
these expericnces have their play, when the Ego wooed out to
seck for itself existence. eonscionsness and bliss in the pheno-
menal forms, sees the hollowness of things, that, the realisation
of the trne life becomes a possibility. The Ego mocked every
way in its ardent search after the peace and secking for life takes
up forms which crnmblo in the tonch or at hest, shut ont the life
within from nmingling with the life withont. Repeated thirst for
sensation, repeated tiery unrest which comes of its eravings follows
ed hy the blauk void of satintion, if not positive pain, make tho
Ego fall back upon itself ay the Just resort. A vague idea of the
immensity of life with the pettiness and limited nature of sen-
sations gradnally impress the soul and the obstinate questionings
of sense and outward things, the fallings from ns and vanishings
of things, impress the Fgo moving in a world yet unrealised—the
blank misgivings, the dull satiety stimulate the quest after the
reality.  The Ego dimly feels that the peace and Anandu which
prompted it to activity caunot be got outside in things, that exist-
ence and self.conscionsness depend not on things. The world of
forms which atteacted the Ego now appears as unsubstantial of
their fabrie of dreams, Pleasures and pains appear as passing
shows ; Ny even fails, for its pleasures comes to be recoguised
as impermancut.

Religion helps net, for actuated by strong desive for possession
the Ego tries by religion and worship, by rituals and ceremonies,
to hold things in the name of God. Tt worships if, undergoes
penances, for getting and possessing things beloug to the Non-Ego.
Tts veligion is hut o masked representation of self-secking, and
its God too, the mere exfernalisaiion of its own inner nature, fails
it in this erisis. Weary. tempest tossed, the sport of every devious
wind, hammered on all sides the intelleet quickens and the man
now awakes and wants to know the why and wherve-fore of things.



20 THE PRASNOTTARA ° [ April 1901

The ont going tendencies which bring out and express the
life of the Ego in the terms of matter and form, the Kwma which
stimulates the desive to seek itself in externul Upddhis, holps
however indirectly in the gradual manifestation of the Individual.
The almost infinite expressions of this Kdma and attachment to
forms, mistuking the broken images therein as the life, all help
to feed the I-notion accontuating the duality of the Fgo and Non-
Ego muem and tuem. And as form after form perishes the inner
life deprived of the strength and susienance of the images created
by the Upadhis, is thrown back upon itself into the darkuess of
apparont non-heing. But the thivst after the “ 1™ which prompted
the desires, remains and the Ego is forced by the very laws of its
being—the very desire of attaining to the realisation of its own
existence and bliss, to seck for the expression of its life in the
very darkness. The mirror heing broken, the very bhroken frag-
ments cach of them reflect the image. Thus we sco that when
tho object on which our heart is fixed is broken we find onrselves
in the first places in a state of acnte anguish in the darkness.
But ere long we seek to people this darkness, this utfer void, with
beings of our own ereation and in the place of the ohject we hug
the momory of it, and oft times cherish the very auguish, the very
breavement and loss secking there to refleet onrselves. So is it
why a bereaved mother lovingly dwells on the very iden of the
loss of her only child and the very idew of misery, the memory
of loss and suffering the very void of despair. serve as a vehicle
wherein the ego sceks itsell reflected.  Treuly pleasure and pain
tonch not even the {ringes of the life of the Ego. Verily there
is a vitality in poison and “ thus the heavt will break and brokeunly
live on.”  (Child Harold 11 52) and in the process one thing is
gained, instead of the physical object the ego lerns o vefleet
itself in the ubstract ideof paing loss wid hereavement,

The multifurionsness of the ohjeets of desire have too similar
effeets.  Dircetly they help in the development and enriching of
menial and even higher hodies hy furnishing them with materials
of growth. Indircetly however their use is greater.  The chang-

ing desives manifold as they are, “imprison the one F-notion within



April 1901.] TIE REAL AND TIHE UNRE.LL 91

their astromental forms” (Aunic Besant’s Karma) very often
conflicting in their nature and object. Then conflicting forms
gshare in tho life of the ego and when rigid, shot ont the
reflection of the Kgo—the life within—from the life with-
out. Thoy thus form semi-antomatic Lives, semi independent
centrey of consciousness iu the field of conseiousness of the one Ego.
Thus every desire that a man secks, confiney a part of his lifo
within its folds forming water light compartments in the conscions-
ness of the divine man, Theso vigid subdivisions of oue life, very
often conflicting in their natuve, distarb the one uniform stable
harmonised T-notion. Lt us take o conerete example; let us con-
cive & man in whom the higher impulse of generonsity and self
saerilice exist with, say, desive for name and power. Naturally that
man’s notion of the “ 1" varies with the changes of eiveumstances.
LE there is an object which can aronse the higher nature, our man
becomes, unconscionsly and in spite of himself, a hero, sacrificing
his pleasares for the sake of ofhers.  Dut it the lower impulses
attract, he becomes, similarly for the time heing at least, identified
with the personality. The I-notion which manifests when he is
gencrous, vigidly shats out the l-notion which comes into being
when he is dominated hy the lower impulses.  Fach of these
notions, sharing as they doin the life of the Ego, are hostile to
cach other and the vesult is disharmony and pain and what is
more the break of the one uniform eonscivusness and the Eeo is thus
foreed to havmonise these jurring reflections and synthesising them
by resolvine them to a higher form. FEvolution is one tale of the
synthesising process. Heis the geadual subiimation of the tiger
and the ape in us for the manifestation of the more divine in us. The
cultivation of virtues is also an example. No also the develop-
ment of the higher powers of absteaction and analysis, After a
time these very higher forms eonflict and Evo- eradually develops
higher and higher poinis of union and more real harmony until it
reaches its own heing.
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THE SAHA-MARAN SYSTEM OF THE HINDUS.

The word “Saha-maran” known in the west as immolation of
the Satis, generally conveys to us a very hortid idea of burning
alive of widows on the funeral pyre of their hosbauds’ aguinst
their will, in order to get hold of the hushands property. It
mighty be that before it was put a stop to by the generous Lord
William Bentick, such an abuse might have become common,
when the widows were either induced by religions hopes or wero
deceived or forced to be immolated with their dead hushands; and
I fully belicve that to have heen the cuse. 'There is no doubt
that it was a very cruel thing and for putting a stop to which, the
Hindus are highly indebted to the British Government. But |
think on that ground I cannot =ay that it was the sole motive
which led the Hivdus to adopt it ; neither ean L say that the prac-
tice was of a later introduction, for I sce there are instances
mentioned of it in the Mahabhirata; and from a perasal of the
description of some of them I think 1 shall be able to couvinee
my readers that the ahove is unot the sole motive of the most
honoured practice of the Hindus, and that the want of the true
knowledge of the practice that prevailed in the ewrlier days and
the associntion of the hovried practice that grew out of it in later
days, made its name so horrid and detested, that to think of it or
to utter its name even, seems shocking to ns; cousidering howeyer
that these feelings should not be associated with the old practice |
give below the description of u real fact deseribed in Chapters 125,
126, 127, of the Adiparva of the Mahabharata, whevein is describ-
ed the Saha-maran of Madri with her Lord Pandu. Thoe story
runs thus:—

Accovding to the cnrse pronouuced on Panda ¢ That he
should diec whenever he shonld try to have sexual intercourse.”
while living in a state of Bralhmaehdri in the Satasringa, he onee
tried to approach Madri, his younger wife, and thereby saddenly
met with his foreboded death,  On geeing this M&dri beeame very
disconsolate and called for the eldest wife Kunti, while hersell stild
in the embrace of her departed husband.  When Kunti came wed
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suw this event she scolded MAdri for her imprndent net and said
that she herself being the eldest wife, wonld follow her departed
husband, and that Madri should look after the children (Chap,
CXXV. 25 and 26). To this Madri said that she was still clasp-
ing their lord and had not allowed him to depart. Therefore she
should follow him,  Ibid, 27,

This *“not allowing the king to depari,” has reference to lifo
in the Etheric body, not in the dense physical, where the life was
certainly not. This no doubt implies & power which was possessed
by MAdri but which is not known to us for the present. Then in
the following slokds she gnve her reasons why she herself
should follow him in preference io Kanti,  “ The king came to her
with the objecet of having interconrse, His de<ires were not sa-
ciated, she therefore must follow him.”

She thevefore confidently enquived “if she shonld not go to
the kingdom of Yima to satisfy him (28), for if she survived she
wonld not he able to reaver all their childeen with equality, for
failure in whicl duty sin wonld touch her (20, wherens if Kunti
remained behind she would be able to discharee that duty pro.
perly. The king having songht herself with desire, he way
obliged to go to the regrion of the dead (30),  Therclore she deelare
ed that her hody shonld be burned with that of the king and
entreated Knnti not to refase her the permission for doing what
was agreeable to her, and then giving her Iast diveetions to Kunti
in Sloka (32,) rhe followed her lord who was placed on the faner-
al pyre,”

From the last statement it wonld cecm as if Madri went into
the barning pyre of her hushand, but from what follows it would
be clear that after aranging for the diseharee of her vemaining
worldly dutes, she left her Dhody by her own will to follow her
hushand, when there was not yet any physieal pyre to bur them.
This sertence is not quite dear, it eamnot mean physical pyre, hut
may mean something in the super-physical.

When this happened the gieat Rishis of the palace held a
eonneil and thonght that Pianda having left hebind his wife and
gons to their enre, it was their duty  to take chavee of his wile,
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sons and dead body and hiy kingdom and tharehy they considered
their duty to him would be fullilled. CXXVI 3 & 4,

This clearly showed that the dead body of Pundu was not
yet burned.

They therefore resolving fo give the wife and children and also
the dead body over to Bhisma and Dhritavashtea, determined to
lead the sons of Pindu to the city of Hastina, Then they imme-
diately went with Pandu’s wife, sons and the two dead bodies (uf
Pandu and Midri-which were not yet burned as might have been
supposed from Slokn CXXV, 33), aud veached the palace where
they were vespectfully veceived by Bhisma. Oue of them older
in age, said that “steadily adhering to the path of the wiso and
.the virtnous and leaving beliind him these childven, Pindu went
to the region of the Pitris. On the 17th day before this, the
Pativratd Madri secing him on the Chitd or the funeral pyre (not
a physical one) aud heing offeved to the month of Vaishvanara,
entered the same fire and went to the Pati loka.” It is to be
noted here that this Vaishvanara tive is not the funernl pyre lut.
the Yoga fite, The Rishis suid “ Now their rites with respect 10
the next world should be done. (30, 31),

This is another misleading pussage which seems fo imply that
their dead hodies had been burned, But the doabt would be
removed if we vead the following : --The Rishis again smd “ Let
these two dend bodies and the wife (Kunti) and the sons of Pandn,
he received with the honour.”  (32)

[t mnst be noted heve that the translators, nnable to reconeile
the seemingly conteadictory statements in (CXXV, 33, CXXVI, 52)
have interpreted the * twodead bodies ™ as the © unbnened porfions-
of the hodies,” quite overlooking the faet thal wo such cerenmoney
hal yet taken place, and that this was yet to he done; of conrse
their mistake a rose out of Sloka CXXV, 33, True there is a
custom with the Hindus to take o portion of the unburnt hody
aud Lo deposit it in some holy place, but in that ease the portions
are ot enlled = dead hody ™ hut “Asthi” aud that is never reburnet,

Henee 10 we vead dhe Tollowinee, e miconeeption will by pees -



April 1901, SATIAMARAN SYSTEM 5]

ed. Dhritardshtra told Vidur to perform the finernl ceremonies
of the King Pdudu and Méadri in proper from, CXXVIL, T He
gave orders for making arrangements also for the performance of
the last rites of Midei by Kunti in suoch & way as would
please her.  He ordered Miadai’s hody to he cavefully covered that
neither the sun nor the wind might sce it, The priests went out
of the cily carrying with them the Jifequi of Pandu, fragrant
with the scent of Homa-sacrifice for burning his hody, Friends
relatives and adherents wrapping it up with cloth, decked the
bady of the king with flowers of the season and sprinkled it over
with various perfumes, They decked the hearse also with gar-
lands and rich hangings. Then placing the bodies of the king
and queen on a beautiful bier, decked out very hrightly, they
eansed il to be earried ont on the shoulders of men.

At last Bhisma and Vidura came to a charming and holy
wood on the Bank of the Ganges (16). There they Iaid down
the licarse on which the teathfal the lion-hearted aud the pions
king and his wife lay. Then they besmeared the bodies with all
kinds of perfumes, and dressed them with eountry-made white
cloth. With the new dress on, the king appeared like a living
man, as if he were only sleeping on a eostly hed.  This elearly
dispraves the assumption that the Rishis brought only the unburnt,
portion of the dead -hadies to Bhisma and Dhritarashtra,  The
priests having finished the presevibed Prot karma, Vidwra and
Bhisin hiened the king with Madm, (22 and 23),

Fram the above we mather that the following events took

Lo Madei detained hor hashand afior his death. XXV, 27,
2 Rie wanted permission to follos him ; this permission was
necessary, that her remaining duties might he done by others,

3. She handed over her duties with respeet to her children
to Kunti.  The king being dead and gone her diy as o wile was
gone. Having given her charge fo Kunti she was free, if she could,

to leave the hody which had no duty to perform in this world.

4. Her object of leaving this body was not to relieve bovself
of the earthly sorrow, nor {0 cpjoy any pleasure in the next woereld
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but to serve hier husband in the next world where he went with
unsatinted desire ; and to satisfy him in Kmaloka, the wife was
willing to follow him even there, Tt is to be noted that this object
may differ with diferent individnals, it may vary from company
to Kdmloka to that to the Devachédu.

5. How wuas this to lfo done—by self-immolation ¥ This is
called Shaha-maran which means dying togoether 7. ¢, to die when
the other person is dead. 1t does not mean Saba-Diha or buening
together, which takes place mnch later with respeet to the dead
bodies but nut with respeet to the person who dies voluntarity hy
hier will power.

6. The burning of the dead bodies hy the relatives according
to the rites.

Henee the luter and recent idea of Sati-Diaha has litele con-
nection with the old Himdu idea of Saha-muana. From the story
nbove quoted it is clenr that Salwemaran means the leaving of
the body voluntawily by will power, and it eannot menn the hurn-
ing of a living budy, nor of a dead hody, which is not uw part of
the duty of the Suti hersell, but of her relatives after she has
left off her hudy

Tu orler that a Sati may have Suha-maran or dig together,

Bl

she shall have do the following : - -

1. The determination of the motive of the act.

2. Detention of the life of the departed in the Etherie hody,

B, Getting permission of her supetiors. .

4. Disposal of her retmaining duties.

5. Saha-maran, or dying at her will.

Now if the practice stoppued here, there wonld have been wo
peed of a legislition to put s stop to it, and there would have
been nones to blime sueh a practice bat on the contrary if we conld
sea one or Lwo sieh oceuranees ab present, as o wilfe volintarily
lenving her body, to follow her hushand, the civilized would have
been struck with amagament ai the devotion of the Hindu wifo

and could knve forme Do dightiden of the saeradness of Hindu
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marringe, and we shonld not have been ut all ashamed of such =«
noble self-sucrifice, the sacrifice not of auny earthly thing but of
the life itself to sorve the dead hushband in Kamalokn, But the
glory of the Hindus seems to have set for ever, gradually one by
one her spiritunl powers ave lost, and when wives could not leave
their bodies in the manner deseribed above, yet eager to win for
themselves the honour of the Sati they tried (1) to make their
body insensible to the touch of fire (2) to go on the faneral
pyre (3) to invoke the fire to burn themselves with their hus-
Dbands.  This *invoking of the flee™ is also a mysterious power
wnknown in the present.  Subsequently when the ahove power
was gone too, the body was made insensible by wmeans of some
dengs oud then the ordinary fire was used. Lastly when there
wis neither the power nor the will to enrn the renown, the cove-
tons relatives indnced and sometimes foreed the child widows to
enter the five, to enable them to get hold of their property.  Aud
it was this last kind of horrid bratality which led the generouns
Loed Bentink to put a stop to this Sati Déha, the burning of a
(suppused) Sati which had no manner of resemblance to the

’

Sahnemarann the “dying together” of a Sati, the most heroic

glorious and spivitual elimax of the eareer of a Hindu wife, '

Such is the old fact.  Can any one, realizing in the least, the
motive that impelled the wife to follow her Jushand, thinking of
the pnwm’ﬂmt was al the command of the Hindu Sati, and of
the moral effect of such an aet, can any ovne in his senses, find
fualt with the Hindus for their Salw-maran system P 1f we can-
not form any idea of it we are at liberty, like the king of Siam
to deny ““lee in frozen water,”  Bat here 1 have narrated a fact
of Hindu history for the benetit of those who may be able to
appreciate it and for the purpose of vindicating the old Saha-
maran system of the Hindus, 1+ is for the thoughtlul readers to
think what it was.

——0 -
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE MONTH
OF MARCH 1901.

Balanee of
last month.
Re. as.p,

Receipts.
Rs. as, r.

Total,  Expenditure.  Balance.
Rs. as. r. Rs.as, ro Rsoasop

General Fund ...6499 411} 2170 0 6 8670 5 5} 351 24 8319 3 14
Building ,, ... 378 8 4} 75200 1130 8 4} 964 12 2} 165 12 2
Suspence (Deposit 131915 0 4200 1361 1Hh 0 200 80 1160 7 0
A.-mnm;,{mlvnm\!. 425 30 1300 -412 30 25 00 437 30
EST.Fud.. 5580 7000 12 80 117 B0 8 00
C.HLCollege ... 230 8 0 12000 363 80 352 80 11 00
C.H.C.Maygzine 18 0 0 4500 64 00 62 00 2 00

Total ,..8085 0 4 3218 0.6 11303 9 10 2074 6 6) 0220 3 3}

J. N. Baxerier,
Adecountunt,

. Anmnad dues from

Branc w200
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members e
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Branches e 626
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members v O3
5. V. P. Commission ... 0
6. Donation to the Sec-

tion . RI8
7. do. to the Lum:n

tion 200
8. Subseription fo aml

sale of Prasnottara. 15
0. Boarding Charges .. 13
10. Sale proeeeds ol Crar-

den produee ]
11, Miseellaneons 1
12, Contribtion to Tra.

Balanee of Tast muonth,..

velling expenses of
Mrs. Desant . 100

Taotal Rx . 2171

G A

Grand Total Rs. ...
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———
GENERAL FUND ACCOUNT FOR MARCH 1901,
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=]

NS
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0
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Salary w193 13 8
Vernacular Work 20 00
Travelling Expenses oo 50 0 0
Postage, Telegrams &e. 6212 9
Stationery W« 30
Printing R (1 I VI
Furniture BB R @
Boarding Fxpences .25 11 0
Garden w32 R
Contribmtion o ¢ 1.

College Moo
Books and Publications. 135 8 0
Miceellaneous e  H10H
House Tax e 210 8

'l'!)'

Balanee i hand R,

al Rs,

tirand Total Rs.
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LB 3

}
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1. ANyuanL Dures rroM Bravcues,
Amraoti wee 2400 3 Miduapore e 200
Anantapur 100 0] Numaknl e 2 00
Bowhay--The l)h.um.l Parvotipore 7T 0 0
laya "I 8. o 20 0] Patukota . 00
Calentta e 1 0 0} Rangoon e 20 0 0
Chicacole e 220 01 Rayvadrug 20 0
Dharampore e 260 0] Surat we 120 0
Harur e 100 0 Tiwdivanum e 12000
Jullundhur e 220 0] Tirakoilar v 200
Karkul er 260 0] Vizagapatam w28 000
Madras we 1000 e e
Malegaon w42 000 Total 205 0 0
2. Axxvan Dees rrod Uxarracnenp MEMBERS,
Babu  Abniash Chandra Sajuwal fop 1902 & 1503 6 0 0
Bose, Pingla for 1901, 3 0 0 Mr. €. Snbrmmainaiyar,
Alr. Kai Khusro Sorabji, Praddatur for 1900
for 1901 e 00 and 1901 6 0 0
Mr. Raja Gopala Cliaria, Babu Shyamlal] Etwah
for 1001 .. 300 for D 6 0 0
Babu Tincori Mukerjee, Mrs. Edith 0. Curtes for
Rishrea for 1901 .., J oo 1901 300
Mr. Raju Gopalaiyar, Mr. & Sher Singh fm'
South Travancore for 1901 .. 300
1900 and 1901 6 0 0] Dr. Chanan Singh for
Mr. N. Venkatanarayana 1901 300
Swamni, for 1901 ... J 0o —_———
Mr. Tokarsi Tricanji Total ... 48 0 0
3. Exrraser FEES eroyM Brascues.
Awraoti oo 1000} Parvatipore . 120 0 0
Benares we 100 0 Surat e 100 0
Caleutta we 4000 ] Tirmpati e 150 0
(hicavole e 0000 0] Timlook e 20 0 0
The Dharanlala T. S, Vizagnpatam W 13 0 0
Bowbay e 100 0] Yelunanchli e 13 00
Karknl e I 0o —_————
Kurnonl e 1000 Total .., 626 8 ¢
Palghat 28 0 s
4. Exrawer Fees rrov Usarisonnn MeMsers.
Mr. K. K Soraliji oo 1000 O Mys Edith O Cites o 10 0 0
Babu Tincori \lllkn'l‘iu‘(' Mz, Sher Nineh we 1D 00
Rishea 30 o] Dr.Chanan Singh ., 10 0 0
Mr. N. Venkatanarayana
Swami e 000 Totei o A3 0 0
OV P Comwnme -ion . no2o0
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6. Downartion 10 ik GrNErRAL Fuxp.

Mr. N. IL Cama, Nander 10 0 0 royalty on 1. P. B.'y
w Ao Nilkantha Swtry 20 0 0 Books, I Section ... 273 0 0

Babu  Monohar Lal, A Friend e w000 0

Sangrur we B 00 —_—

Krishnarpan W oo Total ... 818 0 0

Mrs. A. Besant, one thlul —_—
7. Doxarion 10 CONVENTION.

Sirdar Umnran Singh, Lahore . 100 0 0

Mr. D. Gustling, Bombay v 0 ¢

Total Rs, ... 200 0 0
8. SuBscrIPTION TO AND SALE oF l’mwolmm

Dr. Marshal Enficld, Clarinda ee w 300
Mrs. LaweagRandel bluc 180 we B 0 9
Sule l’roccc«lu e e . 6 4 ¢

Y ——— e e

Total Re. ... 15 4 ¢
9. BoArpING CHARGES.

Mr. R. P. Virma e 012 0 Mr. V. Venkatanaragana. 3 0
Babn Aghor Chandra Chat- ————e
terjeo . 10 2 0 Total R, .., 1314 0
10. Saue Prockens oF GavpeN Provver,
Sale of Kanchan flower . w 0100
11 MiscELnANEors.

Prosident-Periyakulam T. S, A. Telegraph Pass ... w 1 00
12. Coxrrinvriox o TRAVELLING ]\I’L\'sl‘s or Mps. :\\\u Besaxr.
Mr. . Gostling, Bombay . Re. 100 0 o
BUILDING ACCOUNT FFOR MARCH 1901.

Donation e 102 0 0 ) Messes N. Dass & Co.,,

Benares, part - payine nt”

for consrneting  the

Delegates’ quarters ... 200 0 0
Jagannath Mistry  for

Messrs Crown & (lo,,

Bensnres, for wond work

ol thetTead -Quarters

Building % L P
Purchiase of Bricks tnr

the Dalegates” quanters 82 1 0
Do. of wood, Stones &e.,

for “u 69 10 3

Labonr e T2 10T

Miscellancons 1 210

Total . 782 0 0 Total ... 96412 2

Balineoof Lastmonth, 378 8 44 Balanee in hand Lo, 165 12 2
Grand Total . 1030 8 44 Grand Tl L1304
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Dasatinn,
fabi Giirishebaondra Hoshangabad we 200 0 O
IKundu, Benares ., 2 0 0| Dr. Balkrishna TKaul,
Prof. J. N. Unwalla, Lahore W 100 0 0
Bhavanagar wo 200 0] Kashi Tatwa Sabha, T.8,,
Babu Asutosh Banerjee, Benares 100 00
Saunbalpar w250 0] Babit Devi Prosad; C. IL.
Alr. D. Gostling, Bombay 250 0 0 C. Boarding e 20 0 0O
Pandit Adityaram Bhat- Mi ROIL Mehta Do, .., 2 00
tacharjee, Allababad. 10 0 0
Ar. Munipat Das, Benares 1000 ——
Vizagaptam T.S. .. 8 0 0 Total .. 752 0 0
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Vicogapatam . e 22 00 —_—
Vizianagiam .. e 2 00 Total .. 42 0 0
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n
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(I ESTION S,
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1‘;,..\-,.,,- Bodip 215 soc wwhal dhen comvins b canse o hirtic or refurn (o
varth ¢ 17 ooty what s the diffeccaee belecon dusives cond Desive Budy ¢
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wovon o indeileel i the Wigher Maas 2 What wre the distinetive
wllyibndes of e Wigher Mewos ?

-
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

KK

The Theosophical Society was formed at New York, November 17th,
1875. The Society as a body eschews politics and all subjects outside its
declared sphere of work.  The rules stringently forbid members to coms-
promise its strict neutrality in these matters.,

The simplest expression of the objects of the Socicty are :—

Frwsr :—To form a mieleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity
without distinction of race, ereed, sex, caste or colour.

Secenp :—To enconrage the study of comparative religions, philosophy
and science.

Tun :—To investigate unexplaived Taws of nature and the powers
Jatent in Man.

From the objects of the Soviety, it will be observed that its programme
offers attractions chietly to such persons as are imbued with () an unsel-
fish desire to promote the spread of kindly and tolerant feelings between
man and man (b) a decided interest in the stwdy of ancieat literature and
Arvyan intellectual achievements, () a longing to kuow something about the
wysterions departiment of one human nature and of the universe abont us,

The act of joining the society earries with it no obligation whatever
to profess helief in vither the pracicability  of organising a brotherhood
of mankind or the superior value of Aryan over modern scienee, or the
existence of ocenlt powers latent i man,  The Society may be truly said
toapp -l to the sympathies of any one who wishes to do what lies in his
power to make the workd better and happier than it i< now, hy awakening
in maukind o greater lovo of all that is voble, good and e,

Whatever iy he amember’s religions views, he is at perfect liberty
to enjoy them unmolested, bt in return he s expected o show equal
Torhearance towards his fellow members and carefully avoid insulting them
for their creed, their eolour or their nationality. Tf he belongs 1o a caste,
he will not be asked to leave it nor to break s vules.

The promoters of the Society™s objeets hope and mean at least to
induce alarge body of the wost reasonable and best educated  persons of
all extant races aud religions groups to aceept and pat into practice the
" theory that, by mutual help and a generons toleranee of each other’s pre-
conceptions, mavkind will he largely benetitted and the chances of discover-
g hidden teath inmeusel 3 increased.
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' TRANSLATIONS OF THEOSOPHICAL BOOKS.

Ready for Sale.

- Kaled Theosophy,
(Key to Theosophy) Do. By A. C. Biswas, Ludhiana.

Gul Dusty Khaydl, Do. By Rai Bishamber Nath, Laulhiana,
Makhzan Israr Theosophy, Lindhiana,

(Seven Principles of man) Do, By A. C. Biswas, Ludhfana.

TRANSLATTION UNDERTAKEN.

“ Ancient Wisdom” in Tamil, by R, Sundra Rajam Esq,
of Periyakulam,

UNPAID LETTERS.

Col. Oleott is extremely annoyed at being obliged to pay
exhorbitant. double charges on Ietters sent him to America during
the present tour, by persons who do not. take the pains to find ont
what is the rate of letter postage between Tndia and the linited
States. On such a letter, which contained a request for an entirve-
ly personal favour, there wus a stamp of 1 anna, which was the
proper postage for Great Britain, but to Ameriea it should hiave
heen 2} annas, and he had to pay on it 1o cents Awmeritan moncy,
or neurly 8 annas, When letters ave thus addvessed 1o persons
who cannot afford fo squander mmoney a great injnstice is done,
and he asks friends in Indin who wish {0 write to him, ov any

W

other person in Awerica, to pud on a2} annas stamp.



