THE PRASNOTTARA.

Moo M-} BENARES: JAN. & FEB, 1901. { . S5ti%% ),

NEW YEAR.

With January 1901 our Prasnoltara steps in its eleventh year, and
this stepping out entails upon us a dity of roviewing the past and
‘foreboding the future. In the past we did our best to better it in the way we
could, but our hopes were not realised and the realisation of that is our
future aim. We know our defects and difficulties under which we
laboured, but as we have now favourable circumstances to help us we hope
to utilize them and to please our members and subscribers and to do the
mpiseion of T. 8. work which falls on our shoulder.

CHANGES PROPOSED.
.. We intend not publishing the receipts in details, but will replace it by

seédmg regular receipts for all payments, noting therein the adjustment.
Tliis will secure for us more space and will at the same time furnish the
members with convenient acknowledgnents. We will simply note the
month’'s receipts and disbursements and the balance in hand.

We intend devoting a few pages for new members, by incorporating &
sammary of the elementary books on Theosophy, s0 that those who cannot
hgve the advantage of a branch library may find in it something to think on
and then to select their own books according to their choice.

We also intend giving more attention to the questions asked.

This is our proposal for the future, we hope to be helped in our'
endeuvour by contributions from our wmembers.

o'

As we do not send our report to all the menbers, we think it just that
Qch member be supplied with the interesting matter of our Conjvention
proceedmgs, hence we have determined to print a portion of the repor in the

of the Prasnottara, as woll as some interesting speeches, so thut the
members who could not come to our Convention might have a rough idde of
What happened here and we hope this will bring us in closer touch with thém
gpr better work and sympathy.
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We beg to apologise onr members for not sending with the last Pras-
nottara pages 269-72; we kept them back that the issue of the paper might
not be delayed. We are sending them herewith,

v
.'.

Members and officers of the T. 8. are requested to report to this offica
without delay the particulars of Theosophical books translated in any of the
Vernacular languages, that they may be published in the Prasnottara, so
that no other member may take up their translations to the loss of energy
and monoy. )

Such translators are requestod to submit their translations to the con-
vener of their provinces as appointed in the last convention, and it would be
better if they intimate beforchand of their intentions to their respective
convener,

It is hereby notified that the following translations have been undertaken,
The Path of Discipleship

in Tamil—by the Namakal Branch.
The Great War.

We acknowledge with thanks the reccipt of the following Journals in
exchange :—
Theosophy in Anstralasia ... for Docember.

Theosophic Messenger e »
Theosophischer Wegweiser ... »

* Siddhanta Decpika oo ’
The Dawn o for November.

Astrological Magazine «. for Jan. and Feb.
Central Hindu College Magazine

Punjab Theosophist. ws  for Jonuary.
Pantha
The Theosophist. o for February.
o'
TOUR PROGRAMME.
. Mrs. ANNIE Brsant’s, Miss, L. Epaer’s,
b1, Place. Departure.] Arrival. Placo. Departure.
b. Dhagalpnr, Tth Feb.] 5th Feb. Amritsar. 10th Feb.
Berhampore. 9th ,, ] 10th ,,  Lahore. 18th ,,
Krishuagore.  11th ,, | 19th ,,  Hyderabad.  25th ,
12th ¢, Tamluk. 13th ,, | 25th ,, Karachi 4th March
13th ,, Milnapur. 15th ,, [ 5th March Ahinedabad.
16th ,, Cuttack. 18th ,, | 10th ,, Baroda.
19th ,, Calentta. 24th ,, | 13th ,, Broach.
25th ,,  Nagpnr. 2Tth ,, | 17th ,, Surat.
27th ,,  Awmraoti. 28th 22nd ,, Bombay. 20th ,

1st March. Jubbulpore.  2nd March
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REVIEWS.
ON THE THRESHOLD.

This is a lovely, sweet and ever helpful little book, on the same lines as
the one published by Mrs. Besant some two or three years ago nnder the
titlo of “ The Doctrine of the Heart.” Indeed this new Vade Mecum and
helper to the worn way-farer on tho Path of Life will form a most admir-
able companion supplement to the one just mentioned. It consists like its
predecessor of selected extracts from letters writtcn by an elder disciple, in
this case to one who had just entered upon the Path. Tho letters arc plainly
from the same source as somne of those which Mrs. Besent published, for
they come fromn the same school, breatho the same atmosphero and reflect
the same divino light.

Where nll is good it is not easy to single out special points for remark,
but perhaps the note which thrills out most clearly from this special serics
of extracts, is the necessity for unshakeable trnat and confidence in the ulti-
mate goodness, merey and lovo which underlica all life, all manifestation. The
friend to whom they were wrilten was passing throngh a period of severe
trial and keen suffering both from outer no less than from inner causes, and
this fact, it is, which probably gave them this koy-note, for again and again
one finds passages aiming to meet and disperse the despondency, discourage-
ment, weariness and, sometimos cven impatience, which every onc who
has trodden, it may be, but one or two steps along the Path, has often and
often experienced, It is these passages which give the hook its special
colour and render it so full of help and consolation to the worn and weury.
For thongh it contains also nany an illaminative suggestion, many a lucid
explanation and exposition of the occult laws of life, with here and thero
an admirable, though all too bLrief, treatment of some spocial points of
difficulty in matters of teaching, philosophy or piactice, yet it is specially
the passages which bring comfort to the suffering and distressed which
I shonld single out as marking the characteristic place of this book in onr
literatnre, rathor than the remainder, valuable as these other pussagos
assuredly are,

Of ane thing I am sure ; the pnblication of these extracts will draw
a flood of grntitucle; to onr *Dreamer” as he calls himself and many an
aching heart will thank him for the comfort he has been the means of
bringing to them.

1t is to be hoped that the London T. P. 8. will take up the book, and
bring it out in suitable form ag one of that serics of * Lotus Leaves” which
form the jewelled crown of our Thevsophical literature.
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SADHANA SANGRAHA.

The above is the title of & book written and published by one of our
Muzaffarpur brothers and I have bad real pleasure in going through its
peges. This is just the kind of work suited to the time, and yet the truths
it embodies are eternal, a thing*which can be said of very fow works of the
numerous publications of the age. The spirit that breathes throughout the
book is just that noble and lofty spirit which one sees in the true ancient
Sandtana Dharma of Aryavarta—intensely religious without the least touch
of bigotry, all-embracing in its liberality, yet without a trace of iconoclasm.
The language too is appropriate to the subjects—simple, chaste and sonorous
80 that the child might read it with as much delight and illumination as
the philosopher. We have little donbt that the book will be a valuable
addition to Hindi literature and will be a soothing campanion to many a
bereaved heart—a delicious fountain whereat many a seeker of wisdom may
quench his thirst.” And though it may not aspire to the rank of the
Ramayana of Tulsidasa or the Vicharsagara, no household will be the
worse for its possession, and even those monumental productions in the
lingua-franca of North India do not surpass this far less pretentious volume
in that tone of wide tolerance which is the key-note of the Theosophical
Society and without which no progress can be made in the century. Works
like these are due solely to the influonce of this blessed Society whose
existence again is fully justified by them, for herein we sce that happy
reunion bet'ween science and religion which alone can,bring forth the holy
light of Divine Wisdom and the absence of which has been the cause of
all the darkness the world has heen groping and struggling throngh the last
few centuries. Need wo add that wo commend the Sadhana Sangraha to
every reader of Hindi and wish it all success and prosperity ?

L
* ¥

We are requested to publish the receipt of donations made to the
Central Hindn College, through :—Mr. A, Venkatarama, Secretary, Salem,
T. 8. by the following gentlemen.

T. Subramanyas, Aiyar, B. A,, B. L.

High Court Vakil, Salem, 2nd Instant of Subscriptions ... 100 0 0
T. V. Gopala Swami Iyer Dy. Collector Salen w 26 00
A Srinivaga Iyangar, Disteict Munsif |, w 20 00
T. V. Gopala Swami Aiyar |, " we 65 0 0

Ide ' Total Rs. ... 200 0 O
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Report of procoedinigs of the Tonth Anniid étin'véiftion of
Tudian Section T.8:; lield at Beusres on Decewber 26th; 27th,
28th; 29tk und 30th 1900:

Intobucrogy:

itio Fentli Anningl Con_io'iltioﬁ of the Indian Scction wag
lield at the new Sectional Head-quarters, Bennres, on TVecember
26th and fotiv following ‘days; simiultancously with the 'fwisnty
Fifth Amniversary Meeting of tlic Theosophieal Socicty; it accors
dance with the sirangement,; to which oar honoured Presidents
Founder so kindly éonseited two yeurs ago, by which thée Anni-
versary Mooting aud the Scctiounl Convention should be held
togetlier ot Adyar and at Benaves slternately. In honotr of the
oceusion it was resolved to extenid the meeting to five fall days.
One of these was devoted to the Auniversary Meotings, consisfing
of & morning meeting in the now Hall of the Sectiomal Head:quar-
ters at which the President Founder read his Annuut Roport; and
an safternoon meeting in the large Hall of the Central Hinda
College, at whiclt the Colonel, Mr. Brovks, Bubu Novendra Nath
Sen, Mr. K. Nuvaysuswawri Iyer, Mr., Keightley and Mrs. Besant
spoke.

The detailed programimo of tiie varions mcetings was alfready
printed in the Decembor Prasnotiura.

The Managing Committee of the C. H. C. most kindly placed
the Collego with its new cluss rovurs at onr service, and the boar-
ders, nemrly nll of whom remnined in the Uolloge to be present at
the proceedings, nrost kiudly and willingly gave up their separate
rooms and crowded thiemselves, at some cousiderable inconvenience,
T fear, into two of tliv larger rooms and thus enubled us to dispose
of seven or eight snrall rooms which could accommodate each two
or three delogates in comfort.  Altogether wo accommodated some
200 delegates in the Uollege and Head Quarter buildings, Babu
Bhagavan Das, having tuken & hivuse near his own for the purpose,
entertained half n dozen more, while some fifty or sixly others
put up with friends in the city.

Owing to delsys by the contractors and other nnexpected
difficulties our Head-Quarters uccommodition was not us fully
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rea:ly as we had hoped, and owing to the necessity of pressing on
tho work of getting these into order, our other arrangements were
at first loss complete than wo could wish, and we could not make
all our welcome guests as comfortable as we had hoped, or s we
shall on future occasions, bo able, to do. However all was got
into comfortable working order by the 2Gth, and though we feel
purc of doing better next time, westill venture to hope that no
ono suffered more than the slight inconvenience which is almost
inevitable at largo gatherings of this kind. On the 26th Decembor
we were visited by & very heavy storm and floods of rain, but
Inckily the actual Convention days were fine, thongh clondy, and
the rnin kept off until the 31st when it recommenced with groat
violence, so that some of our visitors expericnced a good deal of
difficalty in taking their departure. Such weather is unnsnal hore
ab this season and we will hopo that it will not recur at our next
gathoring. )

All the meetings passed off with the utmost harmony and with
great enthusiasm, and it was, 1 bulieve, unanimously felt and re-
marked that never had a Convention been held at which so rauch
real life and spiritual influence were felt and realised Ly those
present.  'We conld have no better angury for the future of our
Bection, nor any stronger omen for the usefulness of our new
Head-Quarters,

Our Section Hall was quite full at eack mecting and lecturo,
while the andiences at Mrs, Besant’s usunal conrse of lectnre fillod
the grent Hall of the Collego to overflowing and more than half
covered the large stone platform in front' of it, over which an
awning had been most ingoniowsly improvised by our College
boarders under the direction of their much loved and honored
Superintendent Pandit Cheda Lal B. A. They also undertook
the decoration of the Hall which they fostooned most artistically
with wreaths of marigold and other flowers, making it guite a
pretty picturet framed in its decorated columns and ornamented
arches.

Mrs. Besant's lectures were, as usnal, reported verbatim by our
dovoted brother Babu Sirish Chandra Bose, the District Munsif, to
whom we already owe so large and lasting u debt of gratitude for
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much similar work, which has enabled the pages of onr Irasnottara
to contain the invaluanble discourses with which she has enlightenod
and instructed the local Branch.

‘Her Convention Lectures this year were exceptionally impor-
tant, for they deult with some of the main )practical points in
which change is indispensable, if the present spiritual revival of
Hiunduism is to spread and prosper so as to lift our beloved mother-
land out of the saddening condition into which she has fallen,
These lectures are now in courso of being printed and will I trust
be read, studied nnd assimilated by every member of the T, S, ; for
their importance to India's futuro can scarcely bo overstated.

.PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION.

Finst Day——26tn DECEMBER, 1900.

The Twenty-fifth anniversary moeting of the Thensophical.
Socicty and the Tonth Aunual Convention of the Indian Scetion
was hold at the new Head-Quarters of the Indian Section, Benares,
on December 2Gth, 27th, 28th, 29th and 30th 1900, Col. H. S.
Olcott presiding.

The proceedings commenced at 9 A. M. on tho 26th December
1900, with an informal Meeting with Mrs. Annie Besant in the
Scction Hall at which the following questions wero discussed (1)
If actions are determined by previons Karma, where does then
froe will como in P (2) what is the explanation of the Earth's
rosting npon tho head of Shesha ? (3) Has the performance of
sraddha nt Gayn any spivitual effect, if so, why ?

At 5 r. M. Mrs. Annio Besant delivered her public Lecture, -in
the Central Hinda College on *Tho Four Ashramas.”

Tho usual Convorsaziono was held in the Section Hall during
tho evening.

Seconp Day—-27rn DrceMpER, 1900,

Tur AKNIVERSARY MEETING OF THE THEOSOPIICAL SOCIETY.
At 8a. m.
The President-Founder after rending his own Annual Report,

ealled npon the following persons one by one to read the reports
of the Sections they representod :
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i dvinsis i

Tha nbstruct of the idports of the imﬂuu,- An'wri'can,- E‘umpmd
French, Scandiuavian; Australian; New-Zeland, Netherland, tvere
rend by Dr. W. A, Elxg'lish; Mrs. Aunis Besant, Mr. F. Brooks

- Mr. H. Banbery; Miss Annie Duvis, Miss J. Davis and Mr. 3. A,
C. Thirlwall; respectively.

Tiettovs aud Talegrams of dougratilation wero tlwn read by
Col. H. 8. Olcott:

The rejiort of the Buddhist Schools was read by Col. H. 8. Olcott.

" Adyar Library i s

" Panchama Schools i Dr. W. A, Buglish,
»w  Treasnror of the T. 8. 35 Col. L 8. Olcott.
" from ltaly % W

At 9-30 A. M. the letogmpil of the Convention was taken.

At the Informal Megting with Mrs. Anuie Besdnt held at 10
A.M., tho following questions were discussed. (1) what is the
general iden which underlies the aymbolism of Gods ? (2) how
can the idea of transmigration of Soul Ve rovunciled with the
theory of Reincarnation ? (3) Is there any linem in animal sacris
fice before the Gods P (4) Avo the diseases of animals cansed by
‘their own Karma P (5) Devas have been cursed to become animals;
why ?

At 5 ». u. Mrs. Besant gave the Second Lecture of her Conrse,
in the Central Hindu College, on * Tomples, Priests und Worship.”

Tuirp Day——32811i Ducesiser, 1900,
CoNVENTION OF THE INDIAN SECTION,

Proposed that Babu Srish Chandva Basn, assisted by Babu
Dhana Krishun Biswas and Aghor Chaudra Chattorji, be appoint-
ed Secretaries for the occasion:  Carried nnanimously.

Tuk PrESIDENT sAWD :—* Geutlemen and Biothers, I am ex-
ceedingly glad indeed to have an oppovtnnity of presidiug once
more at the meeting of the Indian Section Convention and obser-
ving the growth of the Section. It gives me great plensure to see
8o many old familiar faces, and 1 think you tvo should feel proud
and carry with you home the collected good influences and leave
here your good will fur the sutceess of the sacred cause.”

Letters and telegrams of congratulation were read frowm the
following :—
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Salem, Coimbatore, Lahore, Namakal, Purswalkam, Kalugang,
Midnapur, Dehra Dun, Dharampur, Sivaganga, Coconada, Calcutta,
and Noakhali.

-After reading the letters and telegrams, "the President Foum -
der said :—*“ Our brothers are thinking of us in all the different
-parts of the world and at this moment thoir thoughts are concen-

~ trated here and wo fecl their good will.”

Roll-Call of Delegates :—

The following Branches were represented :—Adyar, Ahmeda-
bad, Aligarh, Amvaoti, Allnhabad, Anantapur, Arvah, Baidyanath,
Bankipnr, Bara-Banki, Bareilly, Benares, Bezwada, Bhavnagar,
Bowbhay, Broach, Culoutta, Cawnpur, Cuddapah, Delhi, Dharampur,
Ghazipur, Gorakhpur, Gya, Hyderabad, Jallandbur, Jamalpur,
Jubbulpur, Karachi, Kanigiri, Kumbakonum, Lahore, Lucknow,
Ludhiana, Madras, Motihari, Mattra, Muzafferpur, Nagpur,
Nellore, Nilphamari, Palni, Ramdaspur, Runchi, Rangoon, Siva-
ganga, Surat, Tumluk, Tanjore, Tirur, Vizagapatam.

The Report of the last Convention was taken as read.

The President-Founder then called upon the General Secrctary
for his Annual Report.

GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT

DEAR BROTHERS,

It is with the very keencst pleasure that my dear Brother, our
Joint General Secretary, Babu Upendra Nath Basu, and myself,
bid you a most warm and hearly welcome this year in these,
the new Head Quarters of our Section, where for the first time
wo hold om usual Annual Convention at the close of the teuth
year of our life as ono of the great members of our Theosophical
body ¢ rporate.

The building in which we are gathered, no less than the
various adjoining quartevs and accommodations ave, it is trne, less
perfectly finished and complete in dotail than I had hoped they
might have been. Various unforseen cirenmstances and difficul-
ties have caused delay, and several buildings yet remain to be
erccted, as well as o good deal of internal work dome, especially

2
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in the way of decoration, before our plans will be realized
completely. But allowing for this incompletoness we hopo that
“our Members will be pleased with their new home, and that in
the future many of them will avail themselves of it, by spending
their vacations with us and giving us the pleasure of their company.

At our next gathoring hore, two years henco, I hope that this
Hall in which wo are now met, may- present & handsomer and
botter decorated appearance than it does at present, when its sole
ornament is the fine portrait of our beloved and revered Teacher
H.P. B. which we owe to the generosity of our devoted Countess
Wachtmeister.

Before I pass on to deal with our year's work in its various
departmonts, I must not fuil to grive expression to the great joy we
all feel in baving amongst ns ouce more onr honoured and rovered
teacher, Mrs. Annic Besant, to whose splendid and devoted labonrs
our Society as & whole, no less than each individual, Member
thereof owes so great, so deep a debt of gratitnde. And next it
is our pleasant duty to welcome our dear and honoured President-
TFounder again amongst us, and to thank him most gmt'efull y fov
having generously consented to hold bis Auniversary Meeting
here in Benares and thus to be with us to preside at this
Convention. '

Among the important featnves of this year's work, there stands
out very prominently the steadily growing support and assistance
which the public has extended to the Central Ilindu College. This
is very largely duo to tho influence and devoted work of onr
members, and tho really great progress which that bencficent
Ingtitution has alveady achieved, must stand, in no small measure,
as a part of the work which onr Section has accomplished. DBut,
as I reminded yoAu last year, wo mnst not let onr inierest in,
and work for, the College draw away our energies and devotion
from the true and special work of the Society; and I hope that
the current year will bear ample testimony to the zeal and activity
of our members in their own more peculiar ficld of work.

Let us turn now to the work of the past year and take first
the building of our new Head-Quarters.



Jan. & Feb. 1901] CONVENTION REPORT 11

The actunal total receipts (deducting a sum advanced and
since repaid) since the project was started
The new up to 30th September last, the close of our
Head-Quarters.  financial year amounted to Rs. 21,646, The
total expenditure up to the same date was
Rs. 17,793-3-103, leaving a balanco on October 1st of Rs. 3,847-
12-10%. Bnut since September, while only a small additional sum
has been received, the expenditure on work already begun at that
date and since completed, amonnts to Rs. 3,219-10-3, lenving us
now with the very small balance in hand of Rs. 628.2-1} only.
Indeed at this moment our building fund is somewhat heavily in
debt, as a good deal of work imperatively necded for the conveni-
cnce of delegatos attending the Convention has had perforce to
be done, relying, as we felt wo might confidently do, upon the
devotion and gencrosity of the delegntes present here to enable us
to meet ouwr linbilitics,

TFarther, to complete the main building we desire to build two
tower-rooms on the west side to contain the pictuves of our Blessed
Musters and serve as Pujn rooms for our members wheu staying
Jiere. Additional quarters are also much neceded for the accom-
modation of delegntes and visitors, with a further row of kitchens,
whilo & wall must bo erccted on two sides of the compound,
Altogether, including the expenditure already incurred, we need
pressingly and imperatively & further sum of Rs. 7,000 to com-
plete tho work wo hiave entered upon, and I now most carnestly
appeal to you all, individually, to help us in this, and to put down
your names on the list, which will presently be circulated, for as
much as you can afford.

Even including this additional Rs, 7,000 which I am now
asking you to contribute, our whole outlay will amount to less
than R, 80,000, only and I think you will agree with me, espe-
cially when you come to see all tho huildings in their completed
stato two years hence, that the work hag been done most ceono-
mically and that we have obtained a ITead-Quarters of which we
may all fecl proud and one admirably adapted to our necds, at a
wonderfnlly small ontlay, Aud Imust take this opportunity of
telling you that this happy and enviable result is mainly duc to
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the devotion, skill and ability, no less than to the untiring in-
dustry and minute care of our admirable Assistant Secretary,
Babu Dhana Krishna Biswas. He has practically acted as our
clerk of works, supervised all details himself, checked and mado
measurements, and done in short the work of a regular overseer.
But for him I feel sure that our ontlay would have been nenver
to Rs, 50,000 than Rs, 80,000, when all was completed, and T trust
you will one and all join in according to him a most hearty vote
of thanks and really sincere gratitude for his invaluable sorvices.

The Office Staff now consists of the Assistant Secretary, the

Accountant, the Hoad Clerk and the trans-

The Office and Office criber. Of the dobt we all owe to our

Staf. Assistant Sceretary, Babu Dhana Krishna

Biswas, I have aleady spoken, and I need

here only mention that during tho past yonr tho Office has been

entirely nnder his chargo, as Babu Upondra Nath Basu and my-
self have had more than enough work to do in other directions.

How well our Assistant Sceretary has acqnitted himself of
his heavy responsibilitics you have all had experience, and thongh
owing to the heavy work entailed upon him by the supervision
of our buildings, hohas not been able to give as much time and
attention to Prasnotfara and to personal correspondenco with
members as he wishes, yot the satisfactory record wo can show
this year proves how successful his management of the Office has
been. Additional work, too, has fallen upon him throngh a neces-
sary change of Accountant and the resignation of our Treasurcr,
Babu Mokhsada Das Mittra, to whom also our thanks are due for
his past services,

1 propose to recommend that the vacaney thus occurring in
the Offico of Treasurer he not filled np; for experience shows that
with & good system of hook-keeping and a regnlar trained ac-
countant, such as we now have, tho work can be more conveniently
done, with equal safety and moro despateh, by our present staff,
the nltimate responsibility for the proper care and custody of the
Sectional funds resting, of course, npon the Joint General Sec-
retaries.
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Our Head Clerk, Mr. T. 8. Ganapathy Aiyaris, as he has
always been, devoted to his work, and as he performs his duties
in thorough harmony and good feeling with our Assistant Sec-
retary, we may congratulato ourselves on having such & good and
useful worker in our Office. Our thanks are due to him also for
loyally assisting, to the best of his power, in bearing tho heavy
weight of extra work which- this last yoar has fallen upon the
whole staff.

The various changes mentioncd above have mnde necessary
a redistribntion of work, into tho details of which it is neodless
to go here, though the fact must be noted, as all theso changes
and alterations have added considerably to the tax upon the staff
during tho year.
The Records introdnced last year have, in spito of all diffi-
culties, been, I am glad to say, properly kept
The Records. and are posted np to date; and in addition
a Register of Telters has been started in
which & memorandum is entered of all letters received with the
date and number of the reply, for greater facility of reference.
Besides this, in the Accounts Department, an abstract of
Deposit Accounts has been opened which will prove very useful,
and it is proposed also to have a book showing the monthly re-
ceipts of Annual Ducs both from Unpattached and Branch mem-
bors.

It would bo a great advaniage to our Section to have a per-.
manent Auditor, whose advice we conld take
The Auditor. once and for all as to onr system of ac-
counts, and who would be willing each year
to undertake tho labour of the Audit. Besides if we can only
havo the same person each year this labour would be much
diminished and in addition our account keeping would gain a
stendiness and regularity of system which at present is rendered
very difficult, owing to tho fact the ench snccessive Auditor has
his own ideas on the subject.
Under these cirenmstances I suggest that this Convention
should vequest Rao Saheb Venayak Row Paindsey of Benares to
be so good as to accept the troublesome office of our permanent
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Auditor, and give us the benefit of his valuable services each year.
As he resides at Bonares and is 'therefore constantly available I
trust he will accopt the office at your unanimous desire, and I
believe wo shall find in him an admirable man for the post.

Owing to the prossure of his other duties our Assistant Secro-

tary has been obliged to devise somo means

Oorrespondence.  of substituting print for writing in many

formal letters. Ilence the nominal number

of letters written is less than was the ease last year, thongh in

reality the actual number of real, and not mercly formal letters,

is as Jarge or larger.

. During tho last Session, Mrs. Besant visited twelvoe Branches,

' lecturing at each place both on behalf of the

Visits Central Hindu College and upon Theo-

to Branches \ sophy. She was accompanied throughout

the southern portion of her tour hy Bahu

Govinda Das of Benaves, and Mr. K. Narayana Swami Aiyar, our

provincial Secretary for Southern lndia, and during u purt of it
by our Joint General Secretary.

Mr. B. Keightley visited only three Branches this last year
viz: Aligarh, Meernt and Delhi, lecturing at cach; while wo
severely felt the absence of our good Countess Wachtmeister and
her devoted work in this field.

Still I am glad to say that the amonnt of active work of this
kind that is being done by our own members is steadily on the
increase, as the following details will show :—

Mr. R. Jagannathiah visited twelve Branches, viz: Nandyal,
Bezwada, Tenali, Narasavavupet, Bellary, Mudras, Adoni, Namakal,
Guntar, Rajamundry and Vizagapatam, and also the following
places where no Branch of our Society as yet existy, viz: Gidda-
love, Rupanagudi, Somasamudrum, Kunrugode, Kathukamba and
Somalapuram,

At all of these piaces he delivered well attended lectures, and
his work both for the College and our Socicty has been admivablo
and deserving of onr sincere gratitude.

My, J. Shrinivasa Row visited and lectured at six Dranches,
and three other places.
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Mr. T. Ramachandra Row visited ninec Branches and lectared
at them all.

Pandit Bhavani Shankhar visited and lectured at eight
Branches, remaining in most cases several duys at eachiund assis-
ting tho mombers in their studics.

Mr. T. 8. Lakshminarayana Aiyar visited three Branches:
and two other places where thore are no Branch.

Mr. K. Narayana Swami Aiyar, besides accompanying Murs,
Besant on her tour also visited nine Branches: a good season’s
work.

Babu Purnonda Narayan Sinha visited two, Mr. A. C.
Biswas one and Rai Pyare Lal Sabeb, our N.W.P. Provincinl”
Secretary, visited cight, and Dr. Arthur Richardson also visited
threo Branches.

This brings the total number of visits paid to Branches during
last season to 78, exclasive of visits paid to and lectures delivered
at other places whero no Branches s yet exist,

I am glad to say also that tho system devised last yenar of
regular forms for the wse of Branch Inspectors has proved nseful,
and T wish to urgo on onr workers the need for employing them
regularly and systemudicully, us by so doing they will ronder a
great service both to mysclf and to our Oflico Staff, which is
already very hard worked.

During the Session, 472 now members joined the Section as

against 363 during tho previous year, shew-

New Mewbers. ing o gain of over one hundred—a very satis-

factory increase. Of theso 472 new mem-

bers, 301 paid the full Entrance Feo, 133 paid reduced Fees and

33 were admittod free, including two members who were trans-
forred to our Section from foreign Sections.

Twolve now Branches were formed during last year, viz:—
Amraoti, Bansberin, Bettiah, Kulitalai, Marakpur,

New Branches. Nandalur, Srinagar, Tenali, Tindivanam, Tirn-
koilur, Villupuram and Vriddhachalam, while

sinee the end of our offivial yeur (Scptember 30th) four more new
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Branches have been added to our roll by the exertions of our
indefatiguable brothers T. Ramchandra Row and K. N ornyans
Swami Aiyar.

Seven old and dormant Branches were also revived during last
year viz: Broach, Cuddalore, Erode, Guntar,
Branches revived.  Krishnagivi, Rangoon, Tiruvallur and since
September 80th, three more havo been added

to these, viz; Adoni, Kanigiri and Narasaravupet.

Thero were a number of Branches in an almost hopelessly

dormant condition last ycar, which this year

Dormant Branches. we have decided definitely to class as dor-

mant, 21 in all. And thus summing up the

sitnution we find that at the beginning of tho Session we numbered

155 Branches (including the 21 just alluded to) which wers

classed as active,’so that we have now (deducting these 21) only
143 renlly active Branches on our rolls.

We have lost twenty three members by death, nine by direct

rosignation and 55 by refusal of the V. P.

Losses. receipts for the Anmual Dues which counts

-

as resignation.

Prasnottara has on the whole well sustnined its growingly

useful and interesting character, we have

Prasnottara. already doubled its size added a cover but

we hope in the near future to be able to do

still better especially in respeet to its editing, when the demands

of our huilding work are done with. In this wo shall be much

helped by the increasing flow of useful contiibutions from various

‘parts of India and especinlly by the publication in onr pages of

the lectures which Mrs. Besant is now delivering to the Benaves

Branch on the Bhagavat Gita. These, togethor with other contri-

butions, will I hopa render the pages of onr little Sectioual organ

full of intorest and life, so that members may tako both prido and
pleasnre in reading it.

This year, I am very glad to say, onr financial position is much

more satisfactory than was the case at the

Finance. close of last Session. Our total receipts for

the past ycar have increased by Rs. 1,651,
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while our expenditure, in spite of varions additional charges, is
less by Rs. 435. And this will be seen to be the more satisfactory
in that this increase is almost entirely due to additional receipts
from our Kntrance Fees and Aunual Dues. Indeed our total dona-
tions during the pasl year have fallen off from Rs. 1,560 to
Rs. 1,187, a diminution of Rs. 375; while the contributions to
travelling expenses have decreased from Rs. 602 to Rs. 120, a loss
of Rs. 481. 1ence under these two important heads our income
has been less than that of last year by Rs.355. Thus our net
increase under tho heads of Entrance Fees and Annual Dues has
amounted to Rs. 1,164 from Annual Dues and Rs. 1,120 from
Entrance Fees, making together a total increase uuder these two
heads of Rs. 2,234 which scems to me exceedingly satisfactory,
especially when we recall the terrible burden of famine and plaguo
which still pressed so heavily throughout the year upon many
parts of our beloved country.

It is even more gratifying to find, on studing the details of the
accounts, that not only is our movement spreading and growing
rapidly, but that further we are re-awakening active interest in
the minds of & good many old members who had quite dropped out
of touch, In many instunces we have received back Annual
Ducs from such for several years, in some cases for as many as
nine, and this fact appcars to me a most bopeful and encouraging
sign.

There has been considerable saving under several heads,

though on the other hand this has been partly

Expenditure. counter balanced by the addition of some

fresh charges. Thus there has been a dec-
rense under the head of travelling expenses of Rs. 345, in spite
of all the good work done in this field, while we have saved
Ras. 821 in printing charges, although we have enlarged the size,
added a cover and, 1 hope, improved the appearance of our
Prasnottara.

On the other side our salary bill has grown slightly, as was
inevitable under the circamstances, for we have now to keep a
Mali for the garden and a staff of servants pormanently employed.
Bat seeing that our total expenditure iy less than that of last

3
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year, we can only congratulate ourselves on having managed so
well.

Avpart from the above figures we have a sum of Ra. 554
standing to the credit of a Deposit Account. This consists of
various sums which have been received from time to time, mostly
without any advice, and which could not be entered under the
proper heads. From time to time we succeed in adjusting varions
of these items, but I desire to call the attention of our members
to the fact and to press upon them the need for sending full parti-
calars whenever money is remitted. For instance, it sometimes
happens that a Branch Secrotary sends in a certain sum simply
a8 “ Annual Does from so many members,” without giving the
names of those who have paid. In such cases we cannot make
the proper entries, and much trouble and delay is caused in the
office. A full list of all such items “in Deposit Account” is
given with the accounts and 1. beg to call the attention of all to
this list and to request that those concerned will kindly send
us the information required, which inall cases has already been
more than once asked for by letter, wherever possible.

It givos me very great pleasure to announce that we are at
last in a position to make our Sectional
Bourding errangements Head-Quarters available as & real centre
at Head-Quarters.  to which our membera can come for rest,
peace or spiritual refreshment, no less than
for further instruction in Theosophy. From now onwards we
shall be delighted to welcome to the Head-Quarters those of our
members who may wish to spend some time there, whenever they
can find the necessary leisnre. Rooms and so forth we shall
provide free, but it has seemed advisable to make a small charge
for board. Asan experiment this has been fixed at Annas 8
per day to cover two regular meals and a supply of good milk.
Those ‘who wish to take tea and sweetmeats in addition will be
charged Aunas 4 per day extra, making Aunnas 12 in all.
Farther, as we have received a number of requests to that
effect, we are arranging to have family quartors, in which mem-
bers who wish to bring their families with them can onjoy the
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same privacy as in their own houses. It is largely in order to
enable these arrangements to be carried out, in addition to the
accommodation needed for single members who can share a room
with one or more others, that I am asking yon to raise the
further sum of Rs. 7,000 for the completion of our buildings.
And I feel that I can confidently assure you that, with this
further amount, we shall be able to make our Head-Quarters
a place to which yon will rejoice to come, where you will find
simple comfort and a warm welcome, and where you can bring
your families and enjoy rest and-peace when on leave, or during
the holidays.
The following Publications have continued to be issued
during the past year, namely:~—Ths Arya
Publications. DBala Bodhini, Madras which henceforward
will become the Hindu College Magazine;
Pantha, Calcutta; The Theacophw Gleaner, Bombay, and The
Punjab Theosaphist, Lahore.

A new work published this year the Gita Prakashini, being
a translation of the Gita into Telugu by Lient. Henry Wahab,
of Hyderabad, Deccan.

To sum up, we have, I think, good reason for satisfaction in

the record of the past year's work. A most

Summary. important step onwards has been taken

in the building of our permanent Head

Quarters, and when the work on them which still remains to bo

done is finished, I am confident that each passing year will in-

crease their value and usefulness to our movement. We are

favoured by the presence amongst us of our revered Teacher,

Mrs. Besant, and during this new Session shall also derive great

help and benefit from the work of our able and devoted sister,

Miss. Lilian Edger, M. A., who is now at Adyar and will make a

prolonged tour in the North-West and Sindh during the early

months of 1901. If it can be arranged for our Section to have

the advantage of her permanence amongst us, either with Lahore

or some other Presidency Town as a cantre, we shall have taken

o great stride towards providing for efficient work and supervision
throughout a large and important field.
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Our most grateful thanks are due to Dr. Balkrishna Kanl of
Lahore for most valuable and able assistance in many ways. He
has both contributed largely himself and raised considerable
smounts for our building fund ; he greatly aided in the formation
of & Branch in Kashmir, and has done splendid work in furthering
the spread of Theosophical literature. Our sincere gratitnde and
hearty appreciation should also be given to our able and energetic
Provincial Secretary, Mr. K. Nurayana Swami Aiyar, for the splen-
did work he has accomplished in the Sonth, as also to his devoted
helpers, Judge A. Ramachandra Row, J. Shrinivasa Row of Gooty,
R. Jagannathiah, and also K. Lakshmi Narayana Aiyar. Good
work has been done in other fields, but that in the South is
especially deserving of mention; while over the whole field it is
most encouraging and satisfactory to find a spread and deepening
of interest in Theosophy as well as a growing recognition of tho
usefulness of our Socicty and its vital importance for the future of
our beloved India.

"With so many hopeful signs we may well look forward to the
future with confidence and courage. We have
Conclusion. lived through many dark and gloomy days in
! the past; India has beon suffering sorvely in-
deed during these last four years, but still our movement has grown
steadily, gaining year by year in strength and solidity. Aund so
long as we remain true to our ideal, so long as we Inbonr selflessly
and devotedly for the good humanity, so long as we seek the
Truth and the Light, aud keep firm our faith and trust in those
Mighty Teachers who have called our Society into heing and still
give energy and real spiritual life to our Movement, so long no
storm can overthrow us, no foe injure, no adverse power hem the
progress of the work which we are striving to do for Their service.
Upon Their wisdom wo can ever rely, npon Their strength we
can confidently build, save that so long as we are faithful and
true, They will never abandon us or leave us without the light of
Their guidance and the support of Their mighty hands.

Bertrav Kricnriey,

General Secretary.
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A short conversation then ensued npon some point raiged in
the General Secretary’s Report after which the President Founder
said :—

“I will now ask Mrs. Annie Besant to say some words of
greeting from Europe to the delegates and visitors of the Indian
Section Convention.” Mrs. Annio Besant thereupon said,

“ Mr. President, my brothers,”

* There is not much to add to tho roport of the European
Section read yesterday and which practically covers the whole
field. Imay say with regard to the work in Europe that it is be-
coming very much simplified by the growth of different Sections.
Some years ago, the work of the Head Quarter was difficult to
carry on but now the work is verymuch casier. This is cansed by
the growing up of Sections in the varions European countries one
after the other. In fact Tialy, Germany and Spain alone exists
as parts of the Knropean Section, all the other countries having
formed Secetions of their own. And we hope before very long
those countries too will also have Sections of their own. An
Italian Section is already in the course of formation and you
heard yesterday from the President-Founder that other countiies
of Kurope are going to have Sections of their own. There is some
hope of forming a Spanish Scction; but as to the forming a
Section in Germany there is not much hope. In Russia we haveo
not made any impression. It is not satisfactory that the couniry
which gave birth to H. P. B. shonld not form an integral part of
the Theosophic movement.  But conditions theve are very differ-
ent. Wo have there a fow very energetic members and they are
translating Theosophic literature: but the printing has to he
earried on in private presses and the circulation also ean only
proceed sub rose, heeanse of the nnwise rigour of the polico rules
there, and so the cireulation is very small. We cannot send them
books, for they do not get there, but are stopped and confiseated
at the fronticr. The authorities scem to have some idea that
there is some conmection between Theosophy and Revolntion and
they regard the Theosophieal literatnre as rovolutionary liternture.
But wherever Theosophy goes, it makes good men, good citizens
and loyal subjects. Russin will one day learn this lesson. Tt is
not (uite impassible that some steps might be taken. The other
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day I received an invitation to deliver some lecture at St. Peters.
burg. I donot know whether I should ever come back except
through Siberia, but perhaps some day I shall go there and hope
to make some impression. The population there is one which is
very ready to reccive Theosophic ideas. There still is found
among the people a tendency distinctly towards mysticism. 8o, if
8 hearing can be obtained, Theosophy will spread very rapidly in
that land. Much discussion is going on as to the connection be-
tween the Slavonic race and the races of the Eastern part of the
world. There are so many curious resemblances between Sanskrit
and the Slavonic dialects. They are very close to each other and
8o it is not impossible that if we can once, gain & hearing there
we shall win their hearts within a very short time.

“In Englafid the movement has solidified and strengthened
in a way quite remarkable. Members are there drawn chiefly
from the educated classes and from among people who are useful
when once convinced. In addition to that, the movement there is
affecting the Christian churches. Clergymen are beginning to
read Theosophical Books and to make them a part of their own
teaching. They do not absolutely teach reincarnation but do it
indirectly, and they are willing to admit that Christianity has a
mystical, esoteric side which it is not wise to ignore. Clergymen
are beginning to speak of Christian mysticism and to recognize it
8s & part, an integral pavt of Christianity instead of calling it a
mero superstition as they were inclined to do a few yenrs ago.”

“In addition to this we find more and more that the clerg;
are beginning to ask for Theosophic Lectures. From 4ime to time
invitations come to me in London to give lectures in places
directly united with the Church organism, where a few years ago
they used to lecture agninst Theosophy which was of course
eutirely due to their ignovance of the Theosophical Society.
Instead of doing that, now-a-days they are beginning to ask Theo-
sophists to lecture on Theosophy; and Theosophic thoughts are
being welcomed very warmly by large numbers of people who do
not belong to what we call the edncated social class. The artizans
of London ave listening eagerly and receiving warmly. Reincar-
nation and Karma give them some key to the problem of life. As
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discontent has followed the wake of education, it is most ime
portant that they should be given the Indian view of life which
will explain the difficulties of their own position.”

“These English people are your rulers. They are possessed
of powers, they discuss your political questions. If it is possible
to spread among them a broad outline of the fundamental Eastern
teachings, they will sympathise with India and will look on it as
an integral part of this empire. Then they would put pressure
on their own parliamentary members and instead of Indian ques-

tions being judged by a handful of men, better reprosentatives
would settle them.”

“When I gave a public lecture in London to & very crowded
public meeting, I found a very warm feeling for the Indian people
and the Theorophical propaganda will make that sympathy practi-
cable. It will educate your rulers in a very satisfactory way.”.

Col: “I do not know whether Mrs. Besant’s attention has
been cnlled to one pregnant fact in Russia. In the Holy Syned a
leading man called the attention of his colleagues to the spread of
theosophic ideas in the edncated class, speaking. of it as dangerous
and warned them against it. That is very encouraging indeed.”

It was then moved and seconded that Rao Saheb Venayak
Rao Paindsay of Benarcs should be appointed auditor of the
Indian Section. Carried unanimously.

Mrs. Annie Besant then said :—
“ My Brothers,

The General Sccretary asked me yesterday to put befdre you
the duty and necossity of taking the Head-Quarters entirely ot of
debt. There is a system in the world of building Churches and
then leaving them under mortgngo. It is not & good way. If there
is a great load of debt, it is not possible to take up new activities.
Thirty thousand Rupees is not much, is not difficult to realize in a
short time. You represent the branches of the Society from the
whole of India. When you go back, you will carry with you ILope
the gense of your duty to raise the necessary fonds. Those who
happend to be here two years ago, may remember that there was
nothing here then at all but trees and plants and the land. When
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you come back after thut short period you see the chauge, yon see
plenty of encrgy and fauith in those on whose shoulders the prac-
tical burden has rested, who had the privilege of responsibility.
I remember our President-Founder then told a significant and
benutiful story. In & Buddhist land some people were carrying a
busket of flowers in order to offer them to the God. The passers-
by were touching the basket, so thut the flowers that were going
to be offered touched by them might carry some effect. Why
should not every one of us touch this basket as passers-by ; Why
should not every one of us throw & flower into this basket, which
will be carried on to the Gods, this house itsclf being the abode of
the Gods ? I consider it so high a privilege to be ullowed to work
with this our Society that I feel shy about pressing npon you the
privilege ; only some times we are not fully conscious of it. Every
one of us who is privileged to take part in this great glorious
movement must think of how much he ean give and not of how
little. 1f I ask you to completely clear off this dobt, so that the
debt on our Head Quarters may no longer hang there, and a balance
may be left at hand, it is only that I may have good Karma in
giving a push and sharing with you the benefit of it.”

After this a subscription list was opencd and a sum of about
Rupees Scven Thousand, including the money realized and pro-
mised, was raised.

CELEBRATION OF THE 25TII ANNIVERSARY MEETING,

Four Students of the Central Hindu College recited a stotra
at thebegiuning. .

Then the President said “ My Brothers, It is meet and proper
that the celebration of the Anniversary of the Theosophical
Society which is now held for the first time in the holy city of
Benarces should be preceeded by the repetition of mantras, They
will prepare vibrations which will bring us neaver together, so that
when we leave the place we shall feel as if we belonged to ono
fumily.

This eeremony is the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of tho Theoso-
phical Society, Some of yon may remember to have seen me here
twenty yeavs ago. At difterent times I have visited Benares and
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have always gone away with the feeling that it was a pity that we
did not havo the centre of our movement in & city like Benarcs.
Muny years ago I proposed to H. P. B. that we should make our
Heud Quartors here, but for various reasons we settled in the south.
To look back upoen the life of our Society, though it is only a quar-
ter of a century, is an impressive thing. We have the privilege
of being able to see our beginning fructify to a marvellous degree.
From tho little gathering of the Socicty in New York, from the
seed plunted on 17th November '75, we now see the mighty treo
of Theosophy spreading over 42 different countries of the world
while the number of our Brauches has grown to over six handred.
A movement which has had such expansion mnst have been judi-
ciously planted and there must have been a need for such a move-
ment at this critical moment. Wo have our success to prove that
wo have administered our work faithfally. I sco abont me sevoral
men who entered the Society the first yoar after I came to India.
I am rejoiced to see them here, hecanse they give me strength to
go on with my work. They have seen all that we havo suffeved;
they have seen our disappointments, our obstacles, our troubles and
finally onr success. Yon cannot imagine how difficult it was to
aturt our movemont in the West. The press gnve us the worst
kind of treatment. Some said wo were fools, somo said woe were
charlatans, sometimes spiritualists, sometimes fanatics. Often we
woro looked upon with most injurious suspicion. But now we have
gained & firm footing, and all men can see that, our Society, though
it has committed many a mistake and error in judgment, due to
follies and ignorance, has yet seenred a noble place for itself in the
world. We have fallon and stumbled, but we have always kept
our faces to the direction of forward march and no power that has
been brought to bear against our movement has been able to shake
us an inch. We have produced a considerable body of literataro,
somo six-hundred books have been writien by us, and we publish
a considerable number of Magazines. Our books wherever literary
men are and whevevor our bovks go they develop sympathy, and in
course of time our movemont strikes firm roots.

Now we stand here before you claiming your respect and sym-
pathy for the work we have done. We have populavized the teach-
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ings of Aryavartn, oxplaining them to the people of the whole
world. Works written by Mrs. Annie Besant and others in English
have been translated into various languages. The Gita, which is
the creet jewel of Indian wisdom, which embodies in itself every
teaching given to humnanity, that book has been made accessible to
almost the whole of humanity by being translated into nbout thirty
languages.

See how grent is the change of public thought in the west in
connection with tho Theory of Karma and Reinearnation. That
is another thing which Theosophy has done. Look to the West in
1879 and look on it now, and tell me is it not far better now, and
is it not aspiring to something higher P That Theosophy has
done for the West.

We have discovered tho basis of religion and we have proved
to the devotees of all religions that their roligions have all one
and the same hasis. There can be but one religion and one life.
Unity of mankind, Universal Brotherhood, that is onr watchword,
we live for the promulgution of that idea.

Then we have done very much indeed towards the revival of
Hinduism. From the tone of the native press you can see that. I
shall eall upon our veteran Brother, Narendranath Sen, and he
will bear witness to you of this. Then we have done so far as
wocould to revive Sanskrit literature. Wo have created ome of
the finest libraries where wo have 200 old manuseripts which yon
cannot find in any other library. This we have dune for Snuskrit.

Then wo bave revivified so far as we conld Buddhism in
Ceylon. For the education of children we hiave there under onr
direction 150 schools where we have 19,000 children and 50 more
schools under private management. We have also established a
journal there.

Thus we try to tench men their own religion: for our Society
does not represent any sect. Wo establish schools for Hindus, for
Buddhists, for Parins. As an examplo this Hindu Collego is
sectarian. But the Socicty must not be looked on in that light.
We work everywhere as the friends of Religion, and of each and
every separated creed. And still we shull do our work as wo
have been doing it with the watchword in our mouth: Forward,
onward to sco the higher life,
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I now call upon the Hon'ble Babu Narendra Nath Sentosny a
few words,
The Honble N. N. Sen then spoke :—
 GENTLEMEN,

‘We are on the threshold of the new centnury and having been
more or less nctively connected with the Theosophical Society for
nearly 19 out of the 25 yenrs of its existence, I have thought it
my duty to be present at the Society’s present Convention. I
regard it as an honour and privilege for me tobe present in Benares,
one of the most ancient and important Hindu centres of all time,
to take part in this gathering.

I have heen a close observer of the events that have transpired
during the last qnarter of this century and, as a Theosophist, I
can sny with pride that the present Hindu revival is due, t0 a
great extent, to the influence of tho Theosophical Society. That
the Theosophical Society has done much for the revival of Hindu-
ism is admitted on all hands. The spiritual out-look of India,
thanks to the work that Theosophy has done, is a hopefal one.
We all know that there is a real veligious revival in Hindu Society.
People are beginning to understand their own religion. Non-
Hindus are becoming Hindus. The present religious activity in
India is taking many.sided forms. Swarms of books and maga-
zines dealing with Hindu religion and philosophy are issuing from
the press. The Indian Press is devoting more and more space to
religious matters. Socicties and institutions for the formation and
acquisition of a knowledge of IHinduism, Sanskrit Toles and
Pathshalas are increasing every year. Anglo-Sanskrit Schools and
Colleges are springing up every where. There is a spirit of enquiry
among us and & larger desire to road the sacred Books. The Hindu
revival shows itself in many ways: in the Arya Sam4j, the Brahmo
Samaj, the Mahabodhi Society and others, all of whom are of
course doing good work in their own way and I look upon them all
as helpful to the T. S. movement. Theosophy is no longer talked
of with sneers and redicule. The attitude of the public is becoming
more friendly and folerent. The importance of moral and reli-
gious education for Hindu boys and girls is moreover being recoge
unized on ull sides.
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The erowning point of the labours of the Theosophical Suciety
has been the establishment of the Central Hindu College. I am
glad to say that a Ilindu School has just been established in
Miduapur just on the model of Contral Hindn;College of Benares.
The enrly lectures of our venerable and heloved President Founder
and the subsequent lectures of onr devoted sister and revered
teacher Mrs. Annie Besant have helped very much to bring about
this religious awakening nmong the Hindns.

Many of the Theosophic predictions have been fulfilled to the
very letter, and many more will come to be true to the utter
amazement and bewilderment of people. Modern scionce has
assimilated many of our truths and the time is now near when
there will be nothing to differentiate modern science from oceultisn.
The union between the Wost and tho Kast is growing stronger
and stronger every day. The Blaguvat Gita has become the
sacred Book of many people in Europe and Amerien. And if
the past and the present of the I. S. when thus reflected upon,
are seen to have been so noble, useful, successful, then even more
does it seom, when I look forward that its future looms before me
still more glorions.”

Col: Oleott: I now call upon our devoted worker K. Nara-
yanaswamy Iyer to say a few words of what he bhas seen in the
South.”

K. Narayanaswamy Iyer then said :—
Brothers,

“On oceasions like this, it is customary on the part of dele-
gatos to speak some words of the work thcy have done. I havo
thrown up my profession. I have dcvoted myself to the eanse
itself. Twenty-five years gao materialism was rampant in our
Presidency. The whole atmosphere was Indon with it, and our
gospels were materialistic books. But the whole of that Las heen
transformed. Materialism is rapidly disappenring. In illnstra-
tion of this I find that taking into consideration the numher of
branches all over India two-thirds of them are in our own Madras
Presidency, while the number of members has risen to move
than half the total number of members of the Indian Section,
Journal after journal, periodical after periodical, devoted to



Jan. § Feb. 1901.] CONVENTION REPORT 29

spivituality wnd other kindred subjects, has been published,
translation after translations of our Hindu religious books has
arisen. Worker after worker have arisen, throwing off their pro
fessions, and making great sacrificess Men become tired of the
social lifo and come to Theosophy for shelter.

But in conclusion I must say with my whole heart that
when I see in this sacred city so little of the old traditions and
prestige, my heart boils, and I pray to the Gods that hereafter
1 shall sce more self-sacrificing workers in our beloved India and
especially in this holy city,

Col. Olcott t “I can offer you speaker after speaker. But I
need not detain you much longer. So far as Hinduism is con
cerued, you havo heard much. Now I shall call upon our Prof.
Unwalla to speak on bohalf of tho Parsees” t—

Professor J. N. Unwalla then read a most interesting speech.

Col. Olcott:—“I shall now call upon Mr. Kecightley to say
a fow words,”

Mr. Bertram Keightley then rose and said :—
My brothers,

Twenty-two years ago I enlered the University of Cambridge,
and Ifound that the whole atmosphere of the place was full on
the one hand with materialism, attracting to itself all the brightest,
all the keenest, all the most studious, most practical minds in
the University. On the other hand this materinlism was con-
fronted by a narrow and dogmatizing religion. The idea of re-
ligion, as & world-wide reality, I think I may fairly say had
not dawned upon any mind in the University. Things were put
before us as a choice between dogmatic Christianity or uncom-
promizing materialism. All other faiths and religions were con-
sidered as entirely beside the question oxcept as literary or anti
quarian curiosities. That was the intellectual atmosphere in one of
the two leading English Universities 22 years ago. And in the
whole University, of probably some two thousand students, I do
nob think that there were more thun 6 or 8 in ull who Lad the

5 -
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smallest interest in nny kind of studies tending in the Theoso-
phical divection. Iremember well that even the phenomena of
spiritnalism, which were being discussed and written about in

inglaad at-that time, attracted nothing but an incredulous smile
and o sarcastic laugh among both the students and professors.
"Sueh phenomoens were not even regavded as.objects of scientific
@ﬁosiby, but a8 mere illusions of the senses or deliberate frand
on the part of the tricksters. That atmosphere of Cambridge
University may be tuken as representative of the intellectnal
atmosphero of the whole of Englaud at that period. At least
in the literatnre of the day, that spirit is amply reflected and
iilustrated, for such a thing as an occult novel: or story in the
tagazines was a thing undreamed of. Lord Lytton’s Strange
Story and Zanoni were the only books of the kind then known
and they wore usnally spoken of with a certain deprecatory air,
as ex.travngant and not altogether worthy of a man whose literary
répntation stood as high as did that of Lord Lytton. Even the
Christmas numbers of the Magazines seldom dared to venture
upon the occult, and contained nothing nearer to it than a crecpy
ghost story. No thought of Reincax-qation or Karma, nor of look-
ing for wisdom in the books of tho East, was dreamed of twenty
two years ago. Indeed some years later, in ’84, '85, '86, which
wore the carliest years of my connection with the Theosophical
Socicty, the whole literature accessiblo to even the most earnest
student was represented by a fow books, which could be connted
oun the fingers of one hand. Isis Unveiled, Tho Ocenlt World,
Esoteric Buddhism, and Col. Oleott’s Lectures and Addresses—
that was the liternture of the Theosophical Socicty—that was
tho food which tho earnest stadent and members of the Society
had to subsist upon as their supply of intellectnal pabnlum. Yon
eonld carry the whole of this literatore very comfortably in your
travelling trank. But now I would not care to travel abont with
the present literature of the Theosophical Society as part of my
ordinary luggage. Forif I did so and travelled with it round the
world, a5 I easily conld have dune in those early days, I feel very
certain that I should not get back again to my home with the
blothes on my buck, becuuso the Ruilway and Steam Ship Cox’.
whuld bardkrupt me for curryiug such u huge mass of exira lnggage.
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Not only is-this the. case in our own literalure; but_you cannot
take up a maguzine, yon can hardly take up a novel of the day
but you will find in it more or less of Theosophic conception or
even downright occultism. I took, the trouble to look three or four
years ago, aud count the widely read magazines. In nine out of
every twelve numbers there was a story which was markedly,
distinctly, indubitably occult in its character. The whole of that
change in England in the thoughts and feclings of the people
is due eumtirely to this Theosophical movement of ours. I can
go on illustrating it for the next half an hour. But I know youn
aro eager to listen to the silver-tongued eloquence of our Teacher
Mrs. Besant which ever charms and enlightens us. So I will con.
clude by saying that this enmormous change in the feeling and
thonght of England is due to our Theosophical movement and
to the impetus given to the thoughts of men by our great and ever
revered teacher H. P, B.” $EED

(To be continucd.)

-0t~
SRI KRISHNA.

(Continued from page 203.)

But there is another aspect of the thing. Those who ara
too dolicate to conceive of such an idea may think of the whole
of this as an allegory (for, as no oue in our state of society could
allow of such a thing its existence therefore in any society at any
time wounld have been an improbability, assnming the state of
society at that time to have been similar to this onr present one) and
that the love of the Gopinis was made to represent the devotion
of a disciple to his Gurn or Ista-Deva; when this love becomes
vory intense, disregarding all he resolves to enjoy His sweet
and peaceful company. Some of those who are afraid of the
world, worship Him in secret and try to roalise Him in the heart.
In the second class are those who attend to their worldly duties.
but at the same time try to have some secret interview with their
Lord and in the first class, thoso who disregarding all the world
resolvo to remain perpotually in His company. This can be made,
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jntelligible to men at the present state of development; bat I
think I cannot make them think that the intercomrse between a
disciple and his Gnra could ever he similar to that between a
husband and wife and that such a freedom of communion eould
. ever be possible between them. This I think is due to the pre-
valence of a dormant puritan spirit in them who in their stern-
ness find fault with anything joyous and merry. Bat I can
gimply say in answer to this that if we can think of the father.
hood and motherhood of God why should we not think of His
husbandhood which with the Hindus was no less a sacred tie and was
not always meant to tie him as & family man P For that way of life
was not enjoyined in the three higher forms of marringe, viz,
Daiva, Arsha and Brahma, but was only enjoined in the Prajdpati
form. In this connection I venture to say that if there be
any tie firm, lasting and happy in this illnsory world it is the
pure love of a husband to his wife, and the devotion of the wife
to the husband ; that such a connection is both sacred and per-
manent and most elevating no one can deny. And none but a
devoted and loving and dutifnl husband knows the intensity of
his affection for his wife. What is the harm there if knowing
this we place ourselves under the sweet influence of the Jagat
Pati the husband of the Universe P Why should we refrain from
having the benefit of the influence of the Snpreme Himself P Let
us give onrselves entirly to Him always craving to place our head
under his sweet lotus feet. But if we cannot rise to such a height
it i better that we should learn to climb humbly over the same,
rather than ignore its existence. It is for the bencfit of those
who hnve an aspiration to scale over the height that this article
is written hoping that by reading it they may in time be able to
form some idea of the divinity of the love that existed between
Sri Krishna and the Gopinis, and in this expectation I hope
that my article will be read with the spiritual insight that is
required of a student who wants to rise above the ordinary run
of humanity, aspires for & higher life, and has a desire to
realize not only the fatherhood and motherhood of the Sapreme
but also the childhood, husbandhood, grandfathership, playmate-
ship, and companionship of the Divine who is omnipresent and
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who is ever ready to gratify all the emotions of the human heart ;
and it is right that to make these emotions grow He shounld
himself be the object of such emotions, for these are better fosters
ed when there provails a perfect harmony and sympathy bet-
ween the subject and the object of emotion, especially when the
object holds a superior nature. Hence we see that the Hindua
have shown a great advance in their apiritnul conception when
they ventured to depict the divine as the iderl child, the ideal
playmate, the ideal lover, ‘the ideal companion, the ideal friend,
the ideal diplomatist, and the ideal saviour. They have farther
ventured to prove that a male could love Him even as a husband
as is shown in love of Sri Gaurdnga for Sri Krishna, and hero we
have perfect manifestation of the sweot lovo that can exist bet-
ween a devotee and his Ista-deva. For in the incarnation of Sri
Ganranga the divine has played both the parts of a male and a
fomale—sometimes manifesting this love as that of a wife to her
husband and sometimen as that of a hushand to his wife, thereby
eonvincing the world that snch love can exist bhetween a male and
a female even withont the idea of sexual gratifiention ; and it is
to support the Hindusin their spiritual aspiration that He Himself
has assured in Gita IX. 17, 18 and X. 41.

Of this universe, I am the father, the mother, the snpporter,
the grand.sire, the Holy one to be known, the Omkidra, and salso
the Rig, Sima and Jyaur.

The path, hnsband, lord, witness, abode, shelter, lover, ori-
gin, dissolution, foundation, treasure, home and seed imperishable.

Whatsoever is royal, good, beautiful and mighty, understand
thon that to go forth from my splendour.

Thus whatever is above the ordinary shonld be considered as
His manifestation and making offerings to Him the offering
reaches the most High. Then again he says:—Qita, IX. 26. He
who offereth to Me with devotion, a lenf, a flower, a fruit,
water, that I accept from the purified self, offered as it is with
devotion.

This shows even if we can offer Him such n common place
object such.as water (which is of His own creation) why shounld
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not & female offer to Him the love she bears towards her husband P
For what is more noble and beautifal in her than such a love, and
if she is iuspired to direct that love to the Supreme, will He not
take it because it comes from & femalo? Is it not the outcome
of the seed of love which He has sown in her heart f Is she not
theu justified in offering the fruit of the tree grown out of the
divine seed planted.in her heart and tendorly and piously nourished
by her P Of eourse we should be afraid to offer Him what is in the
slightest degrce impure, being tinged with anything material or
oven Kimic, but if it be pure as the snow on the summits of the
Him4vat who could ever hestitate to offer it to the most High
from whom it comes, and what husband could object to such offer-
ing by his wife ? Blessed is he who has got ¢ <h a wife and blessed
are those who have the simplicity and innocence to offer the best
fruit of their love to the Divine, the Source of all and the end of
all. It was for this reason that the Hindus have perpetuated
the names of Alalyd, Draupudi, Kunti, Tdrd, and Mandodari in
their morning enumeration of the pious names, in the following
Sloka :—

weear froft gedl s wead aaw
QY HHAT EUHA AGUER YT U

Think of the five women—Ahalyd, Draupadi, Kunti, Tard
and Mandodari. They are capable of destroying great sins.

This is simply because of their excessive devotion and love of
these noble women to the Divine—Sri-Krishna or Rama. It is
simply to convince my readers of the importance aud purity of
this love, 80 often misunderstood, that I have dealt at length with
the subject and I pray that the Divine teacher may ever holp us
in the proper appreciation of this diviue love', and enable us to
approach the Divine with the loving simplicity, innocence, cou-
fidence, and openness of a loving wife.

(To be continued.)



Jam, § ‘Feb. 1901.] ' ° EMOTIONS - . )

EMOTIONS.

(Continved froﬁ page 273)

That is an illustration of the genersl point that I want to
make to you, that just as we implant in the wenk by eompassion
the seeds of virtwo, so do we implunt i the wesk by contempt the
seeds of vices which retard their evolution. With regard to the
people over whom we are exercising suthority, the first thing we
should ask ourselves, when we find fault with them, is: how far
are these faults the results of our own actions ¥ The superior is
largely respousible for the faults that arive in bis inferiors. The
fanlts of the people whom we control are lurgely of our making.

That is & very truo thoory which you continually find in the
Mahébhdrata, that the condition of & kingdom is the resalt 0f the
character of the king, If there arc thieves, murderers, cheats,
unfair dealers, the fault of all these are thrown on the shounlders of
the king. Whenever a Rishi comes to visit a monarch, the ques-
tions aro all directed by this idea. ““Are there people in your
kingdom who aro cheats and murderers £ If there are, Why P'”
He iy responsible for these persons. 'That iv trne. Those who are
in the pesitien of suthority are lnrgely responsible for the fanlts
of thoso over whom they excrcise authority, Wheve the Karmic
action is traced, it may be found $hat the snffering on account of
the vice by the weaker is very mueh less than the suffering which
falls on the strong man who has oppressed the weaker. Woe cane
not cseape this relationship.  Onr Karmas are all interwoven and
intermingled.  The Karma of each is a Karma that has grown
out partly of the actions of other people. That was snmmed up
very neatly by Confucius. A king was complaining to him, of the
disorders in lig kingdom; on which he answered very bluntly ¢
“Q king [ if you did your duty thon you would not have a come

plaint of rebbers.” R

So that in srmming np this study of the way in which onr
emintions react, we have to keep constantly in mind that according
to the diforence Dotween us and others is the greatness of ovr
espousibility for then. -Just in proportion to the height that we
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are above n person that we are connected with, so is the share of
respousibility which we have with regard to him,

Bupposing that we realise this, and taking this general view
of virtues and vices as growing out of tho two root principles of
love and hatred, we get a fairly complete schemo for our couduct
in life. Thus we find our rclations to our fellowmen definitely
marked out. Wo find under the head of each of those relations,
great groups of virtues which we can set before ourselves, as the
things at which wo are to aim in our daily life. We have put
before us definite virtues on the one side, and we set ourselves to
build those into our own character. This intellectual conception
of our relation to our fellowmen is, I thiuk, for the most of us at
least, a necessary part of any definite and followed-out attempt to
build up character. The great difliculty in regard to tho ordinary
teaching of religion consists in this: you are told that you ouglht
to be good and thut you ought to aim at the higher life. Bat we
did not get much further, becuuse no reasons and no definite ins-
troctions were given. But if we see that out of our relations with
our fellows there grow certain deflnite virtues, which we can take
one by one and build into our characters, we cun build in o definite
way and cannot fail to improvoe,

How then is that building to he'done ?  We know that virtue
is rooted in love and vice in hatred, llow should we luke a parti-
cular virtue and build it into our character P That in two differ-
ent ways: by thought and by practice. All must begin with
these two conditions of character-building. There is no use in
having before you a vague general thought that you want to be
good. You must select definite virtues for practice. 1t is a good
plan to turn most of your energies to one virtue at a time. Other-
wise you will not get the one-pointedness in thought and will.

In this hard work with his character, the particular virtue to
be achieved must bo found out by self-inspection ; by studying him-
solf quietly, the aspirant will notice what is his great weak-
ness, where he is most deficient. Is he most deficient in his rela-
tion to his superiors, or equals, or inferiors P What is the parti-
cular fault which he fiuds in his character in that relation ship?
Having made up his mind on this, it is of vital importance that Le
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should not allow that fault to dwell in his mind. There is no
greater mistake than the habit of dwelling upon our faults, of
constantly lamenting over them and regretting them, This is all
& mistake. The fault is there, and there is no good in crying over
it. There is no good in wasting your strength in bewailing it.
The more thought you throw into any channel the deeper that
channel becomes. You will intensify the fault by dwelling upon
it too long. This use, this kind of pain may serve in caunsing re-
pulsion from the fault, is practically ontweighed and rendered
inefficient by the strength you add to the fault by thinking about
it. The mind is a creator by thought, The moment that is re-
alised you will see that you shonld not think of the fault; on the
contrary you should rather try to get rid of the thought of it.
Look at your character and see the fault in it, so as to know what
to work at, and then do not think of it any more, but fix your
mind on the virtue which is the exact opposite of that fault. This
is an entirely opposite method to the old orthodox one. Suppose
you find in yourself a tendency to untruthfulness, There is no
one among ourselves who has not found out by self-analysis a
certain amount of untruthfalness in him; such as inaccurate
statement, or observation, or repetition. Supposing that is found,
recognised, you put it right out of the mind and get to work at
the opposite virtue, trath. You must not do it in a slipshod way.
But in the morning, in your meditation, the mind should be direct-
ed for some minutes to that virtue, so that the whole energy of
mind is turned towards it, and all the vibrations of the mind are
tuned to it. As the mind vibrates to the virtue, it throws out of
itself the materinls which answer to the vibrations of the op-
posite vice. Thas you eliminate that which expresses the vice by
thinking of the opposite virtue, and you draw into yourself that
kind of matter which vibrates to virtue, 1f this process be re-
peated sufficiently long the will become habitual, necessary. Only
remember that to make it successful, the practice must be definite,
regular and prolonged. These arc the necessary conditions. It is
1o good to think vaguely. It is no good to meditate one day, and
not to meditate the next. For then you merely make a shock
which disturbs the present matorials, but does not expell them, and
6
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they settle again, Yon may practise irregularly for a year and
not mark any progress. Many people find this, aud the result is
that they get untterly weary. Their failure in gefting a result is
due to this irregularity. They are like soldiers * marking time,”
who do not go on.

Then the practice must be prolonged as well as regular. It
may take you a year, two years, or three yoars, before that virtue
will be an instinctive thing in your character. But ultimately it
becomes a part of you, and you have made a definite step forward.

The secound is that you must practise that virtue during the day.
Practise the particular virtue you think about during meditation,
taking every opportunity for practice that life offers you. At first
you will fall into the habitual fault. Do not worry over the slip,
but repeat your effort and the dominant thought will gradually
shape the practice of this virtue.

Think and practise, yon will find that your character complete-
1y changes, and you will bo able to use knowledge as the gunide
of conduct. This is the most economical way of growth. A kind
of aimless effort for progress is really most painful to see, for by
this so much good will and good heart are wasted withoat result.
Of course people go on a little, by virtue of the general evolution.
But that is not enough. Where a person tries to grasp a thing
mentally and then uses that knowledge, he gets on firm ground
and however he may fall he rises again and goes on.

Knowledge and practice give directness of all his efforts, He
goes straight along the high road of evolution that leads him to
his goal. That is why it is said that the Self is not known by
knowledge or by devotion alono, but by the two together. You can-
not do without knowledge or without devotion. Devotion without
knowledge or knowledge without devotion cannot carry you far,

(To be Continued.)
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STRAY THOUGHTS ON THE BHAGAVAT GITA.

Caste CoNFUSION.
(Concluded from Page 262)

With the conflict of duties, with the deterioration of the caste
life, with the non-performance of what are known as the proper
caste duties, the physical plasm is vitiated, hostile and incougrnous
vibrations disturb the harmony of the Upddhi. This is what the
Gita refers to as the deterioration of the females due to the loss
of Kula-dharma. As a result, there incarnating soul gets a body
which cannot express its whole life, which cannot afford, & harmo-.
nious substratum for its growth. Thus a Brahmin soul getsa
body, it may be of a lower caste, if it cannot find a body, proper-
ly built amongst the physical Brahmin Caste. Thus in reincar.
nating it has to get & body, where only a part of its whole nature
can be expressed, where only the predominating qualities of the
soul are provided the suitable materials of manifesting themselves.
Thus in the cases cited it may be that the Brahmin soul had to
incarnate in a lower body, among such physical parents who had
evolved in them the corresponding predominating virtne. So the’
path of evolation instead of being simple and harmonious becomes
involved and incongruous to the soul and physical caste becomes
tainted.

There is another and higher aspect of the gquestion which we
must now consider, The improvements effected in the physical
caste being vitinted are nothing compared to the disturbauce which
is created by the devolopment of incongruous qualities in the soul.
Thus the want of proper balance in the play of colours, in the order
arrangement and proportion so to say, between the colours in the
Auric body, is a greater evil disturbing and throwing into disorder
the law of spiritual heredity and thus the whole inner nature of
man becomes a chaos. The spiritnal plasm going one way, the
mental heredity, the other, Kimic and astral the third, and so in
an endless variety. Aud the whole fabric is thrown into a state of
confusion worse confounded—till by pain and misery, by war and
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pestilence, by mental angnish, by moral deterioration, the man and
the Society learn to respect the laws of the growth of the soul
and to choose by increase of knowledge, to abide by the Divine
order of things. India of to-day is in such a crisis and we should
try to recognise the law and mould ourselves, according to its
dictates, or else, as & nation we must porish. The vehicles are
there, though tainted and we can with some little effort purify
them, and render them harmonious so as to be a fit instrument for
the divine Harmony to manifest itself. Arjuna's mistake lay in
mistaking that physical preservation of the castes is enough. He
overlooked the importance of the duties and their proper discharge
which alone can help in purifying the physical castc and main-
taining its solidarity.

DREAMER.

QUESTIONS.

Q.—What is the relation between the Doclrine of Karma and
the incarnation ?

Q.—Has the belief in Reincarnation any practical ralue in the
Sformation of a national life ?

Q—How can the existence of the different bodies of man enw-

merated in the Theosophical literatures be demonshaled fo the lay
man ?

——i——
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE MONTH OF DEcEMBER 1900.

ﬁ:{“ﬂf:nt‘l’f Receipts. Total. Expenditure. Balance.

Rs. As.P. Rs. aAs. P, Rs. a8.P, Rs. As.P. Rs. as. P,
Genoral Fund... 7859 6 0 1520 15 0 9380 5 0 1949 0 2 7431 4 10
Building Fund. 2646 1 3 1160 00 3806 1 3 1543 8 0 2262 9 3

Suspense § Depostt 636 8 0 420 001056 80 30 001026 8 0
Accounts. | Advance.1971 11 0 886 11 0-1085 0 0 777 11 0-1862 11 O

E.8.T.Fund... 20 00 45 80 65 80 0 00 65 8 O
Central Hindu
College .. 46 80 158 00 204 80 72 80 132 0 O

Total e 9236 12 3 4191 2 0 13427 14 3 4372 11 2 9055 3 1

J. N. BANERIER,
Accountant.
—i0i——
GENERAL FUND ACCOUNT FOR DECEMBER, 1900,
——1 0

Casu ACCOUNT.

1. Aonual dues from Salary we 165 00
Branches «. 376 0 O | Vernacular Work e 20 00
2. do. from Unatlached Travelling Expenses ... 17 4 0
members ... 60 0 O | PostageandTeclegrams... 82 16
3. Entrance fees from Stationery we 1214 6
Branches .« 563 0 0| Contingencies w 2150
4. do. from unattached Lighting w 129
members e 60 0 O | Boarding Charges o 115 11 1}
5. V. P, Commission ... 0 10 0| Garden Charges o 26 29
6. Donation to the Sec- Miscellaneons . 8109
tion .. 245 0 0! Convention Charges ...1497 1 94*
7. do. to the Conven. -
tion we 4 00
8. Subscription to Pras-
nottara we 1713 0
9. Boarding Charges ... 56 8 0
10. Miscellaneous w 13 00
11. Contribution to Tra-
velling expenses of
Mrs. Besant w 55 0 0
Total Rs. ... 1,520 15 0 Total Rs. ... 1939 0 7
Balance of last month... 7,859 6 0 | Balance in hand Rs. ... 7431 410
Grand Total Rs. ,,,9,380 5 0 Grand Total Rs. ,..9,380 5 0

® This inclndes Rs, 162-4-3 which was spent for the purchase of
crockery.
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1. AxnvNvaL DuEs rRoM BRANOHES.

42

Palghat e 18
Silvlguganga w 39
Rangoon w 4
Periyakulam e 6
Paramakudi v 30
Salein w 10
Madura e 60
Tanjore o 10
Ghazipore ]
Tindivanam . 2
Dehradun o 8
Udamalpet we 36

2. AwnvAL Durs FROM

B. Narahari Mukherjee, Krish-
nagore for 1900 and 1901..,
Thakur$. S. Bhupji, Moradabad
for 1901 oo
Pandit Anandi Lal Kaushik,
Agra for 1901
Mr. Mehta Harnam Dutta,
Shahpur for 1901 s
Babu Bansidhar, Rai-Bareily
Laja Sroogovinds Subai
a vinda Sahai,
Rai Bareilly for 1900 ...
M. R. Ry: G. Kothandaram-
anjulu Naidu for 1901
Pandit Balkrishna Kaul,
Lahore for 1901 . e
Mr. A. Madhaviah, Tiravallur
arrears up to 1900

oo

o

Sivaganga .
Periyakulam
Bezwada
Paramakundi
Chapra
Madura

. Tanjore
Tindivanam
Gorakhpore
Karachi
Udamalpet

oo

Pt. Anandi Lal Kaushik, Agra
Mehta Harnam Dutta, Shah-

ur
M. B. Ry : G. Kothandaram-
M. R. Ry: K. 8. Sub;e;.:

[Jan. & Feb.1901.

0 0, Arrah w 14 0 0
0 0| Tirar w 2 00
0 0 | Durbhanga w T 00
0 0 | Ramduspur w 800
0 0| Amritsar w 16 0 0
0 0 Adyal' e 2 0 0
0 0| Lahore - 8 00
0 O] Ami w 4 00
0 O Surat «w 4 00
8 3 Motibari w 14 0 0
00 Total Rs. ..376 0 0
UNATTACHED MEMBERS.
M.R.Ry: K.8. Subramaniam
6 0  Aiyar, Adyarfor1901 .. 3 0
Rai Bahadur P. C. Chatterji,
30 Lahore for 1901 w 3 0
Bhai Shewa Singh, Lahore for
30 01 w 30
Baba K. P. Roy, Lanore for
30 1901 we 30
Pandit Niranjan Nath Rena,
30 Lahore for 1901 .. 30
- Rai Buhadur 8. B. Mukherjee,
30 Lahore for 1901 e 30
Hon’ble R. Pandit Suraj Kaul,
30 Lahore for 1901 w 30
30
Total Rs. ... 60 0
12 0
8. ENTRANCE Fres rFroM Brancmes.
51 0| Arrah w 23 0
37 0 | Krishnagore w 10 0
10 0] Tirar w 10 0
23 0] Adyar w 20 0
30 0 | Lahore w 60 O
63 0 Beﬂﬂrcs e 10 0
40 0 | Surat w 20 0
10 0 | Motihari w 16 0
80 0 —_—
20 0 Total Rs. ... 563 0
30 0
4. EnxtRANcE Fers ¥rom UNATTACHED MEMBERS.
10 0 Babu Mathnra Prasad Ray... 10 0
Babu Pulin Chandra Mu-
10 0 kherjee w 10 0
10 0
Total Rs. o 60 0
10 0

anjulu Naidu
mania Aiyar
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5. Value Payable Commigsion 0 10 0
6. DONATION To THE SFCTION.
Krishnarpan 10 0 | Mrs. Annio Besant § Piopor-
Mr. M. H. Cama, Nander 5 0 tionate share of Ro; aliy
A. Nilkantha Sastri we B0 on sale proceeds of H. P.
B's. Books w 225 0

|

Total Rs. ... 245 0
7. DoNATION TO THE CONVENTION.
Mr. N. M. Dosai—Illichpur. 7 0  Mr. Nilkenta Sastri , .. 50
Babu Hari Krishna Rao— Babu Kam Kirat Singh ,, . 10
Arrah w 5 0 ,, Sivashanker Sahai-
Dr. . J. Edal Behram— Bankipur . 20
Surat o 260 » Sreekrishna Lal
Mr.J. N. Unwalla, Bhavnagar. 10 0 Bankipur . 20
Gaya Delegates . 120 —
Bni:u Ramdhan Lal—Gaya, 5 0 TotalRs. . T4 0

8 SUBSCRIPTION TO PRASNOTTARA

Mrs. Terrel for 1899 and Pandit Devi Proshad—Ha-
1900 w 60 mirpur for 1901 ... 3 0
y Dr DPrer Richardson —
from October 1900.,, 8 13 Total Rs. .., 17 13
9, CONTRIBUTION TO BOARDING EXPENSES.
Misses. Davies - we 14 3 Tamluk Branch w 40
Mr.J. N Unwalla we 5 0 M. R.Ry. Kotaya Chetty... 1 0
Parsee delegates 31 8
Babn Rajkumar Roy Total Rs. 56 8
Culcutta Branch w 10
10 MiscELLANEOUS.
Pandit Jugbir—Ramdaspuar Misses. Davies 10 8
—vprice of Books w 20 —
Tamlnk branch—roward to Total Rs. 13 0
cooks . 10

11. ConTrIBUTION TO TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF MRs. ANNIE BESANT.
Mr. Ha:"pat L. Mehta-Bulsar

L11] o
Dr. D. J.Edal Behram-Surat 50 0

Total Rs. 5 0
BUILDING ACCOUNT FOR DECEMBER 1900.
. CAsH ACCOUNT.

Donation 1,160 0 0 ° Furniture w869 15
—_ Ry. freight for Ditto... 326 13
Minor Expcnditurc w456 15

Refund of the amount

credited to this Fund

under misdirection .. 97 0 0

Total Bs. ... 1,750 11 9
Deduct refunds ... 207 38 9

“Total Rs. ... 1,160 0 0 Net Total ... 1,543 8 0
Balanco of last month, 2,646 1 3'  Balancein hand ... 2,262 9 3

Grand Total 3806 1 3 Grand Total ... 3806 1 3

# In the accounts for tho last month Bahu Kailash Chandra Banerji—Arrah—was noted to
have paid Rs, 51 for Bs. 60. Llcncs * Lalance of thic Jast month* should be 2,646-1-3,



Dewan Amarnath, Jummoo.
Dr. Balkrishna Kaul, Lahore,
Mr. N. U. Trivedi, Surat ..,
Mr. Balwant Sahai, Gaya.
Mr. B. B. Bose, Baidyanath.
s A.C.Banerjee, 4
» M. 8. Iyer, Rangoon ...
A Member e
Babu Bholanath Chatterjee,
Gorakhpur L
Mr. Sankar Sinih Bhupji ...
Babu P. C. Mukherjee, Pa-
nihati e
Mahamu Sundara Pandya
Tevar, Sivaganga s

M. B. Ry : Swamy Iyer ..
A Member o
Mr. Rameswar Chidwalla ...
Misses Davies
Babu Nalin Chandra Roy ...
Mr. Jatasankar P. Bhat ...
Hyderabad Branch e

A Parsee ° e
Mr. G. E. Suteliff s
Hoxa'glo Babu Narendranath

n [11]

Printed by Freeman & Co., Lid., al the Térd Drinting Works, Benares.

DONATION.
250 0 Mr. Motilal. D, Dasai ...
40 A. friend o
5 0 Mr.Sawan Mall e
1 0 Lala Suraj Bhan, Lahore ...
20 0 Lala Jagannath, Sambhor..,
20 0 Mrs. Lloyd—Benares ...
5 0 Mr. N.C. Dutta, Noakhali,
1 0 Dr. D. G. Edal Berham,
Surat e
50 0 Babu Devi Sahai, Snltanpur,
10 0 ,, Juinty Prosad ,,
Mr. J. R. Arya .
10 0 ,, Ram Raju Rai,
Mohamadabad "
25 0 Mr. F.S. Madon o
1 0 A Parsee .
2 0 Parsee Delegates i
5§ 0 Babu Jugbir Prasad, Ram-
10 0 daspur soe
2 0 , Abinas Ch. Bannerji,
5 0 Allahubad e
125 0 Mr. M. D. Pandey oo
50 0 Babu Panchcowri Dey, Ranchi
50 0 Mr. R.P. Varma .
40 0 Total Re, ... 1,160

THE PRASNOTTARA [ Jan, & Feb, 1901,
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attitude of contempt, and this grows until he gets into thab
intense disdain, which feels itself aggrieved if the object of dis-
dain, even approaches him. Tyranny, injustice, and oppression
grow out of the feeling with which the man meets those whom he
lonks down upon and despises. The fecling which expresses
itaelf in violence is marked very emphatically sometimes in the
case of the lower animals. Takea dog. If he comes up to an
Englishman with his tail between his legs, the Englishman, if he
is & rough man, will kick him. Bat if he comes up wagging his
tail, he will caress him, The kick is a sort of instinctive
answer to the shrinking of the dog.

Now that comes ont very strongly in the relation which ex-
ists hetween the nations which typify the tremendons development
of AhamkAira and those whom they have conquered by force; and
then you get on the side of the latter that gronp of vices, which
are called the vices of the slave. These grow from the disposition
to intrigue and falsehood in all shapes, and the fear which at any
moment will show itself out, if it can, by troacherons revenge,
These two things nct and react upoun each other. Instead of see-
ing that, the tyrant wonders why he is met with untruthfulness.
The reason is that he himself has misbehaved and has thus im-
planted in his inferior the tendency to be untruthfull in order to
shicld himself from unjust power. Instead of realising that tho
fault is on his own side, his tendency is to get angry with his
inforior and to blame him, as if the vices which ho has implanted
in him were not of his own creating. Tike tho case of a child.
Be unjnst and hnrsh, and you will inevitahly find that the child
becomos untrathfall, e will tell falsehoods to escape punish-
ment.  Falsehood is the defence of weakness against tyvanny.
Tho inferior t-ies to cscape by the lie any ronghness and crnelty
on the part of the superior. You will find that a person who is
harsh complains of the untrnthfnlnoss of the child is the result of
his closo treatment. 1f yon find in your child the tendency to
tell falsehood, the canse lies in you.

(To be Continud)
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THB OHART OF THR OASTE DIVISIO]

MAN II. 81. X. 48, :
|
Varna Chatustays
(Pour Varnas I31.-X-48.)
CAmenable to the Laws of Mantt L 81102)
i
. y
‘ of Pare blood of Mixed blood
by Pinigrahans ;ym Cby An;l.o:;’: ;T;n of
i "fn,g, b, xam.,z?. 45, 111 44.18
: i 7 | 1
¥ Bnlhmln Kslnlltrly: Va}nya 8 | ra

| | |
Female. Mn{e. Flemnle. Mnlle. chmnln. mll. ¥emale Malew

: |

' x.41.  Budra

Twioo born.) & 3 Sudra

, | x,0. 14,

|

Propet. Bril
, i Shvitriparibhirastin
* ]
§ Ugra . 9.

‘mhman -Eshatrya Vi ¢ Killer of Godba)
T | |

rihman Kshattriyas ~ Vaishya

x.' 1. X. 22 x':a.

' L‘Blm]uhﬂs b1 Jhalla c. 1. Sandhariva, 6 Nisadha

s Abenta b 9. Malla e 2 Acharya, Purisab (Fisher). X. 8,64, 65.

4 8 Bhdldhdn. b, 8 Nichhib, ¢. 3. Kdrus. The Vertical lues imply female and slanting

- 1ines imply the nnle connoction,
.4 Pushpada. . 4 Nota. ¢. 4 Bijonma,

N. B.1, 3, 3aredvijadharmi x. 41,
5.Balkba, 0. 5 Earone, ¢ 5, Maitra.

1. to Gare Apasada. x. 107

, b 6 Kbara, ¢, 6, Edlvata, 1. to 6 attaius to Superor caste x. 64, 65
. ‘b, 7. Orabira, In the text 16 compiete Now, of Sankipnn Juti
rl. B.~The Kshatrya inbabitants of the fol- are uot mentioned, I have included E, 1 to 7

ng places hiave been redueod o Brisulatvan der that head for waut of clear classification
t] ﬂu relinqui-hunent of thefr easte duties. o, ander that h W clear

Paundrak. d, 2. Drabira. . 8, Ondra, .4, of thew in the text.
‘Zamboze. d. 4 Jaban, d. 6, 8ak. .7, Pl\rml
;% 8. Pahnaba. d. 9 China X. 43. 44 d. 10. Kirata,
‘!j-ll. Darada. d. 12. Khasa.
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JORDING TO MANU,~MAN L 81.—(Continued.)

1

Nasyus
(Buhln Jatl x45.)
! 1
Arya Bhsht Mlechha Bhisht
Sankirna YIJI!
Varna Sankarag " Hrom
x, 12 I“' 40.)
|
by snh-':ltm by Bybhlchit by Abedybednn by I‘rnt'lomn form
By relinquishment of  (By adultary.) (By warriage within of marringe.
oasto dutles.) the »wlflliit;:fl degrees.) x.11. 12.' 11,12, 16,17;
| | i [
nnhlm.m Knh:t'rlyn Vw;-ya Sudra
|
| ] I
Male Female ME Female Male Ft-!nale Male ;Im.u
Suta V. Magadha
V1. (Charioteer.) (trader by land 1. Ayogab
x, 17, 26, 27, and water. ( vond cutter)
x, 1113 17 2627 x,12, 16, 26, 27,

V. Vaideha
{Keeper of Ilarem.)
x, 11,12, 17,26, 27,

111 Chendal, x, 13,16, 28, 27,

11. Khatta
CKiller of Gola)
x,12, 16, 26, 27,

XN. B—VT is not mentioned as Varnasankar x, 12,

1. 1L 111, are Apasadd,
1 to V]l are Sudrwdharmi x, 41,

|
Malo

Female Name of the class.
E. 1. Bralmana X Ugrimi = Abrita,
E 2 Do, X Awvasta = Avirs, }x,m, .
E 3  Do. X Ayogab = Digwun (Denter in Skin.) |
B. 4 Nbid X Swlrant = Pukkds (Killer of Sadn.)
E b Sum X Ndl = Kukkutaka, }’““'
B 6 Kattd X Ugrinl = Svuy Aka.
¥ 7. Duldeba X Auvastani = Bena Cplayer in Karatdl and )Ilnhngu)]x' 1.
)!m. !‘en!ale.
¥, 1. Dawu X Ayogobi == Sairindra Chrir-culter.) x, 33, 75,
¥. 2. Pnidcha X Ayogobl = Maitreya (Kulogist.) x, 33, 6, 35,
Y. 3 Nl X Ayorobi = Mirgab or Dus (boatman and Kalbatya,) x, 34, 35
¥, 4. Nisad X Baideha = Kdribar Cleather worker.)
F. 5. Baidcha X Kirdbdr = Andhra Chunter,) }x,&),
¥. 6 Do X Nishad = Med,
¥. 7. Chandal X Baidcha == Pandupaka (dealer {n Bamboo articles.)
F. 8 Nishad X Daldehs  — Ahindika, l""'
F. 9 Chandal X Pukkast = Sopik (Haugman,) x, 38,
F 10. Chuudal X Niadi = Antydbi.i x, 89,
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The above is the chart of the dmsmns of the caste or I would
Mkhor say humau beings as classed by Manu; I will subsequente
i, give a chart of the dnties of the clisses. DBub this charb

Sifftires o little explanation for its proper understanding, In the
b I have quoted the numbers of chapters aud stanzas so thab
Bse who want to study it particularly muy refer to the original.
¥have followed the original, but I have deviated in some parts from
" commentators whom [ have found to he limiting the texts in
Wiber disregard of the original and that is withsrespect to the
kqua X. 41. There the commentators mke the cistes marked

79 and 4 Dvijadharmi, instead of those marked 1,2, 3. The

ns for my deviatwon will bo clear to all who will study tue

.hxt carofully. For the word .luantarajih means those hegotten

y the male of a superior cliss on a female of a lower one but

:o! on those ono degieo still lower, the latler are Ekintaraji.
Fhis is also according to the principlos laid down in Manu that
the children of a Sudrini hy Dvijas cau rise up te higher class by
the females always getting marriod with the mnale of that Class
for several generations as well as by Tapns. X GL. 42,

From the above chart it 14 clear thit man was divided by Manu
{nto two Principal classes, Varna Dhiarmi and Dasyus or Bauya Jati.
f'hose who adopted the rules of Mann wers called Avyas irrespec-
five of their origin —but those who did not follow it were cast outof
the class (Arya) which wanted to live highor lives by observing the
rules of conduct founded on principles based on spivitual knowledge.
‘xdo not find any meution in Monu of the term non-Aryan and see
that now a days some who aro called non-aryans were according
to Maun included in the Aiya class, and they weve classed under,
Varnasankar or Sankirna Jati; s0 even the Chandals, the Gonga-
putras, Sapdk, Andhra foll under degenorated Avya class, This is
fnot a mere theoretic.l enunciation, for we seo these classmen call
¢hemsclves Hindu meaning therehy to bo included in the still larger
olass Arya. Idonotfind the use of the term Hindu in Maun,
pnd this seems to be of laiest intzoduction, when people became
glividgd iuto difforeut scot of religion, 8o 1t is clear that oven the
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

e 2@ s

The Theosophical Society was formed at New York, November 17th.
1875. The Bociety as a body eschews politics and all subjects outside ité
declared sphere of work. The rules stringently forbid members to com-
promise its strict neutrality in these matters.

The simplost expression of the objects of the Society are :—,

First :=To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humumt.y
without distinction of race, creed, sex, caste or colour.

Seconp :—To encourage the study of comparative religions, philosophy
and science. -

TaeDp :—To investigate uncxplained laws of nature and the powers
fatent in Man.

From the ohjects of the Society, it will be observed that its programme ‘
offers attractions chiefly to such persons as are imbued with (@) an unsel-
fish desire to promote the spread of kindly and tolerant feelings beiween
man and man (b) a decided interest in the study of ancient literature and
Aryan intelloctual achievements, (¢) a longing to know something about the
mysterious department of our human nature and of the univerg: about us.

The act of joining the society carrics with it no obligation whatever
to profess belief in cither tho ypracticability of orgaunising a brotherhood
of mankind or the superior value of Aryan over modern science, or the
existence of occnlt powers latent in mau. The Society may be truly said
to appeal to the sympathics of auy one who wishes to do what lies in his
power to make the world better and happier than it is now, by awakening
in nunkind a greater love of all that is uoble, good and true.

WI{ntaver may be a member's religions views, he is at perfect liberty
to enjoy them ummolested, butin return he is expected to show equal
forhearance towards his fellow members and carefully avoid insulting them
for their creed, their colour or their nationality. If he belongs to a caste,
_he will not ba nsked to leave it nor to break its rules,

The promoters of the Soclety's objects hope and mean at least to
induce a large body of the most reasonable and best educated persons of
«all extant races and religious groups to accept and putinto practice the
theory that, by mutual help and a generons tolerance of each other’s pre-
euneeptim;, mankiod will be largely benefitted and the chances of discover
ing luddou truth mmennly mcroued.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

WaureD by the Salem Brench Theosophieal Socisty (Madralf
Presy. India) the following jonvnals and books for price i~
Lucirer.—Volumes I, 1T, and No, 49 dated September 15, 1891,
TrrosormisT,—Nos, 1, 8, 4, 7, 8, 9, 1, 11 aud 12 of Vol, II,

No. 8 of Vol. IIL and whole of Vol TV,
Vaman,—No, 12 of Vol, II and No, 2 of"Vol. 1V,
Pavses,—(Now Theosophic Gleaner). No, 2 of Vol, I,
“ From the Caves and juugles of Hixousian” by H, P, B.

TagosorHIcAL Grossary (hig Vol,),
Please write to the undorsigned,

B. C. Ravasnamr Anar,
Secretury, Savem. T, S,
Salem, Madras Presy,

THE SPHINX.

@he foremost Asti Nlwyical Journal of the Worll)

Contains Birthday Infi mation and Daily Advice. Supported
by the best writers in Enrope, Ama and America,

The Sphinx Publishing (ompany, 480 Massacousetts Avenuo,
Boston, Mass. Thirty Cents a Number. Three Dollars a yewr.
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