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“Thrice is he amid, that hath his quarrel just;
And he but naked, though lockd up in sted,
Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted.”

KORESH,

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF VICTORIA GRATIA.
COMMERCIAL RECTITUDE.

Justice demands that in the distribution of the products
of the performance of use, a given value of one product be
exchanged for an equal value of another product. “See thou
hurt not the oil and the wine,” means this and nothing more.
If upon the basis of an industrial unit— established as a
representation of a given average— all values of labor prod-
ucts are classified, and a man receives two units of one kind
for one unit of another kind, the man receiving the two units
for one has robbed the man receiving one unit, of one half
of his performance of use. This proposition is so plain and
simple that he who refuses to perceive it, does so through a
deliberate purpose to defraud his neighbor on the common
hasis of speculative greed, which at present comprises the
impulse to commercial activity.

The system of exchange inaugurated by the Koreshan
Unity, to be enforced through the Bureau of Equitable Com-
merce, has its basis in the principle of the equal exchange of
value for value, the basis of estimate being the unit of labor
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as fixed from the averaged estimate of ten hours use performed
in two days; that is, five hours per day.

TRIANGLE OF COMMERCIAL RECTITUDE.

The restraints of labor, founded upon that principle of
equation embraced in an estimated average of given hours of
labor related to liberty of labor equation, embraced in the
principle of a given amount of products from the given
hours of labor, with the equitable distribution of that product,
must and does comprise the triangle of rectitude in the ad-
justment of economic life.

ANALYSIS OF TRIANGLE.

Restraints of performance of use (restraints of labor).

Liberty of performance of use (liberty of labor).

Distribution and appropriation of products; equation of
use (equation of labor).

We sum up the question of commerce in the single word
exchange. Equitable commerce is the equilibrated exchange
of the products of the performance of use, as founded upon
a regulated system of industry which provides that the wealth
creator, the worker, shall possess the entire proceeds of his
performance of use. The law of such a regulation demands the
imposition of certain restraints upon, and liberties, to labor,
determined by the application of the principles of justice.

The relation of the skilled to the unskilled, in the com-
petitive strife, is such that, in a final race between the two,
the skilled would be burdened with an overplus, while the
unskilled would be left destitute. This is a disease destruc-
tive to the corporate whole. We may illustrate this by the
condition of the human body in which the trophic (nutritive)
corpuscle, in its contention with the atrophic, (non nutritive)
gains the ascendency and develops obesity, resulting in fatty
degeneration, which proves destructive to the body. Men
and women are but corpuscles in the body economic. When
enough of these cells or corpuscles become so superabundantly
accumulative as, by their force of accumulated wealth, to bear
heavily upon the mass with their burdens, disease— dis-quie-
tude-—is engendered, and destruction results. Such a deter-
mination must be obviated through a balance of restraints
and liberties.

It would be impossible to justly constitute nours 0f labor

j the basis of an equibalanced system of distribution, except by a

| regulated amount of produce, on the basis of average human
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capacity. Man power this estimated, would furnish elements
number one and two of a practical system of computation
for the equation of labor and products. Wheat shall con-
stitute the standard for the estimated average of all other
products of industry. Industry (the performance of use) is
element number one; wheat, the staple article, staff of life and
standard of average, is element number two, and distribution
of products is element number three, of the great triangle of
commercial rectitude.

Ten bushels of wheat constitute ten hours performance
of use. Ten hours, predicated upon this average, constitute
the unit of the Decimal Compounding System. This system
be|0ngS tO the Repository of Public Trust, and takes the
place of the present banking systems of the world. It is sup-
posed that all production, in every trade and calling in life, is
definitely classified, and thatthose who perform usesare related,
according to their tendencies, skill, and adaptation, to the
kind and classification of production. We will take, for
instance, coat making of a given class. A definite amount of
accomplishment is proportioned to ten bushels of wheat— ten
bushels of wheat representing ten hours use. Some men or
women would work more than ten hours to accomplish the
unit, while others would perform the same use in less than ten
hours; but the unit is so large, that the least would be ac-
credited with ample amount for all the purposes of life.

Performers of use do not receive a given amount of wheat
for so much use (labor), but are accredited to that value on the
accounts of the local Repository, which makes a daily report
to the central Repository. The coat maker thus accredited
may have the value of the coat, that value predicated upon
the unit estimate, in any one or more kinds of product to be
had at any of the storage centers of the Bureau of Equitable
Commerce. These storage centers may be more conveniently
distributed throughout local districts than are the ordinary
local merchants at present throughout country and city,
under the methods of the competitive system.

One of the Lessons of the Great Strike.

.The Flaming Sword, IN 0Utlining the mobilization of
the armies in the conflict of Gog aDd Magog (“capital and
labor™), has unequivocally declared that when the great rev-
olution materializes, the so called Government, the military,
the railroad, and other corporations, with so called capital,
the banks, represented and sustained by Wall and Lombard
Streets, would be arrayed against the masses. The first les-
son of the strike, and one of which the labor unions will not
be slow to realize the full purport, is the fact that the armed
forces of the Government are at the disposal of the robbers
of the people. The direct outgrowth of the foregoing fact
is the urgent necessity— so the labor unions will determine—
of going into the final conflict with a full comprehension of
all there is to meet. With a thorough organization of
workingmen'’s associations, and a complete confederation of
labor under the direction of a competent leader who has
authority to command all the labor forces of the country,
— this confederation embracing the telegraphic union, the
trainmen, with all railroad engineers,— there will be no such
tomfoolery as the ordering of a strike to settle the question
of the relation of “capital to labor.”

The strike has determined the settlement of one question.
When labor makes its final demand, it will make that demand
confronting the military power of the nation; and from this
time forward labor will have in view such a control of the
business of the monopolies, including the railroads, as to
compel them to perform service for the labor confederation
rather than for the Government. The battle of Gog and
Magog is one of the inevitable consequences of the competi-
tive system, and the culminating conflict will be one of
terrible disaster. No kind of warning will convince the

Government or the masses of the impending catastrophe;
but the wise will understand and foresee and prepare for the
great event so rapidly crowding upon us.

Reformation Must Be Radical to be Effective.

There are certain fundamental principles lying at the
foundation of social economics, which seem so plain that,
were it not for the fact of a conglomeration of radical errors
in which the people have been cultured, they would require
no exposition. Were all men co-operative instead of com-
petitive, comparatively little mental and physical applies
tion would be required for the production of a superabun-
j dance of products. A universal system of co-operation, or a

general system of united life, would create an abundance or
j surplus of thé wealth of production, hence all things would
I be cheap; that is, it would require little labor to produce
| them, therefore labor would be proportionably high. Labor
] would be valuable and goods cheap.

The conflict of sentiment among reformers arises from
the fact that in their struggle to correct abuses there is not
a clean-cut separation of the new from the old. “Old things
shall pass away, and all things shall become new.” The
system now in vogue, every tendency of which is toward the
culmination of such a crisis as now exists between so called
capital and labor, cannot be reconciled with economical sci-
ence. What the world wants is the day of rest. This can
only be brought about through the application of all the
principles of economic use. Labor-saving machinery, great
numbers of laborers, and economy (not profligacy) in the
appropriation of the products of industry, are simply the
means to that universal end to be sought and reached through
the united rather than through the competitive system of
activity. Free trade insures cheapness of creation. If a
nation can procure foreign goods cheaper than it can make
or produce them, then why not take advantage of such a
possibility to diminish the burdens of our own people and
hasten the day of rest and of liberty from the thraldom of
wage hondage?

The competitive system and attempts at modern reform
will not work together. The change must be radical, the
transformation complete, the organic change productive of
such a unity of heart and action as to preclude the possibility
of the conflicts which a divided house insures, and which
are the inevitable consequences of the system of competism,
where there isa general scrabble to accumulate wealth at a
loss to others with whom the competition is waged.

Congress Ever True to its Record.

“My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it
a den of thieves.”

Congress, the hope of the people, never goes back on
itself. The people, whose hopes rest in congressional enter-
prises, never get left. They are sweetened again, and with

| sugar too. The treasury of the United States is never drawn

| on so hard that Congress cannot go one hetter for the “dear
people” in whose interest it always acts!

] Every man who goes to Congress wants power; that
power is in gold. He wants gold, and he can get it— for his
vote. This last great swindle of the sugar trust ought to
convince the American people that the syndicate at Wash-
ington, called the American Congress, is a luxury that we

\ought to forego. We cannot afford to indulge in so much
happiness. “Turn the rascals out”— and substitute a more

; rascally set.

Any system of public economy which seems to benefit
one class while it is unjust to another, exhibits to the world
the element of its own condemnation.
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Wait Till You Are Out of the Woods-

“Thank heaven, Grover Cleveland sits in the White
House. Go back to 1861, and think what might not have
happened had the President of the United States been endowed
bj nature with the backbone that distinguishes the distant
successor of James Buchanan.” Thus Kate Field begins an
editorial in the washington, in which, while throwing the
entire blame for the great railroad strike upon Debs, she
attempts to show that it has ready been a blessing in disguise,
in that it has caused a Democratic President, who, she doubt-
less thinks, might fairly be supposed to look with a lenient
eye upon anything which tended to disrupt the Union, to
prove his loyalty by ordering Federal troops to Chicago to
protect Federal property. From her point of view, all the
untold suffering of the striking workmen and their families,
all the destruction of life and property due in great part to
the lawless element that took advantage of the strike to
bum and plunder, was brought about by God simply to
unite Democrats and Republicans, which, according to her,
means South and East, against the Populists, that is, the
West.  She quotes a Southerner to a Westerner, “We tried
to get out of the Union once and failed. We'll be d—d if we
let you.  And she adds, “There are no Waites, nor Altgelds
nor Stones, nor Pennoyers, nor Llewellings south of Mason
and Dixon's line.” By the way, what of Tillman of South
Carolina? He is usually placed on that list.

Oh, this everlasting barking back to the civil war! Cer-
tainly it was a great event in the history of the nation; yet
not so very great that every event since has been brought
about by God for the mere purpose of strengthening the
position taken at that time by the victorious side. It was
only the prelude to what is now upon us— a war between
capital and labor, which, although its beginning may, in
some of its phases, be sectional, will culminate in the arrayal
of plutocracy against the masses. It will not be the East
and South against the West, or the East against the South
and West; but it will be a general uprising of the people,
East and West and North and South, against the so called
Government with its military, and the great corporations.
Were Cleveland’s backbone twice as long he could not avert
this legitimate result of the legislation of the past thirty
years, nor could any other man in the presidential chair avert
it; and yet, before many months have passed, we may expect
to find the servile dupes of plutocracy who are now thanking
God for his firmness, shouldering the entire blame of the
war upon him. When Lincoln took his seat, the country
was facing a terrible crisis, but a crisis which pales into in-
significance when compared with that which the country
faces today. That labor has grievous wrongs, only self-blinded
bigots fail to realize. That these wrongs are no longer en-
durable, is evident from the widespread agitation among the
workers. The giant Labor is blind, but he is gathering his
strength to pull down the temple of Mammon, reckless of
the fact that in doing so he must himself go down in the
destruction which he brings upon his oppressors.

We do not favor violence. On the contrary we advo-
cate quite another method of settling this great wage prob-
lem; but, at the same time, all history, all law tells us that
sin is washed out only by the shedding of blood, and the sins
against labor are crying from the ground.

For plutocratic organs to thank God at this juncture for
the delivery of the interests they represent, is premature.
Do not halloo till you are out of the woods.— eila m. castle.

Every person capable of performing use to the common-
alty should be provided— by the general Government— with
the possibility of self-sustenance, and the performance of
use should meet its full reward in the necessary supply of
all normal demands of the commodities essential'to the direct
uses of the laborer.

19
SINGLE TAX.

The principal feature of the single tax proposition,
or the Henry George theory, is, that whenever a million-
aire gets to understand the character of its operations,
he immediately endorses it. Of course, as a business

Jproposition on the competitive basis, appealing as it

—

—

does to the financiers of the country, it must be a good
thing. Single tax means tax upon the land exclusively".
A tax is a burden, and the fundamental and central
thought oflandtaxationistliemitigationof, ortheentire
relief from service, or bondage. As beasts ofburdenare
supposed to be created to carry"burdens, and thus relieve
the higher orders of life; and whereas the so called com-
mon people are beasts of burden (and by the superior
orders of society" are forever intended to be), it follows
that all relief from the hardships of taxation mustapply
to those who are intellectual enough to bear sway" over
the “hewers of wood and drawers of water:” hence the
proposition of single tax, which affords relief to the
millionaire by" reducing his taxes, would thereby make it
doubly possible for him to grind the face of thepoor.

The burden should be lifted from the tax payer—
especially” the wealthy tax payer. The heavy" burdens
should always fall upon the poor people, and the
burdens of the rich should be correspondingly” relaxed.
So long as a mineral product is made the basis for the
exchange of other products, as well as the foundation of
all valuations, so long will it be hoarded by the men
who worship”™ the money god; and as land is the exclu-
sive basis of taxation,—or when land only is taxed,—
the rich will see to it that their wealth shall consist of
untaxable property. When the government issued non-
taxable, gold interest-bearing bonds, how quickly they
were taken by the specie owners'!

What is the truth underlying the Henry George
furore? The single tax proposition is the antithesis of
a genuine principle of truth, and may be taken as a
means of contrast, and thus of bringing the truth ac-
ceptably before the people. Henry George is the tool of
the millionaire and the medium of binding the fetters of
servitude upon the people.

Special Offer.

The Plowshare ami Pruning Hook |S the Only pub'
lication in the world capable of declaring, originally, the
science of commercial law; it is the only one giving to the
world the true solution of the labor and financial problems,
from the true secular standpoint. By sending twenty-five
cents to the Guiding Star Pub. House, we will send tne
Plowshare and Pruning Hook 0N t”al fOI’ S|X monthS
This offer remains open till the first of September. At any-
time during that period, fifty cents additional will secure
The Plowshare and Pruning H ook fOI’ the entll‘e yeal‘,
beginning with the twenty-five cent subscription.

Notice !

Since July 1,1894, the post-office at Washington Heights,
111, has been discontinued, and all our mail will now come
to the central office at Chicago. Our subscribers and friends
will please note the change, and in future direct all commu-
nications to the Guiding Star Publishing House, Washing-
ton Heights, Chicago, 111

We do not advocate a Government without the force of
organic unity.
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“Thank heaven, Grover Cleveland sits in the White
House. Go back to 1801, and think what might not have
happened had the President of the United States been endowed
by nature with the backbone that distinguishes the distant
successor of James Buchanan.” Thus Kate Field begins an
editorial in the Washington, in which, while throwing the
entire blame for the great railroad strike upon Debs, she
attempts to show that it has ready been a blessing in disguise,
in that it has caused a Democratic President, who, she doubt-
less thinks, might fairly be supposed to look with a lenient
eye upon anything which tended to disrupt the Union, to
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burn and plunder, was brought about by Gpd simply to
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means South and East, against the Populists, that is, the
West. She quotes a Southerner to a Westerner, “We tried
to get out of the Union once and failed. We'll bed—d if we
letyou.” And she adds, “There are no Waites, nor Altgelds
nor Stones, nor Pennoyers, nor Llewellings south of Mason
and Dixon's line.” By the way, what of Tillman of South
Carolina? He is usually placed on that list.

Oh, this everlasting harking back to the civil war! Cer-
tainly it was a great event in the history of the nation; yet
not so very great that every event since has been brought
about by God for the mere purpose of strengthening the
position taken at that time by the victorious side. It was
only the prelude to what is now upon us—a war between
capital and labor, which, although its beginning may, in
some of its phases, be sectional, will culmiuate in the arrayal
of plutocracy against the masses. It will not be the East
and South against the West, or the East against the South
and West; but it will be a general uprising of the people,
East and West and North and South, against the so called
Government with its military, and the great corporations.
Were Cleveland's backbone twice as long he could not avert
this legitimate result of the legislation of the pastthirty
years, nor could any other man in the presidential chair avert
it; and yet, before many months have passed, we may expect
to find the servile dupes of plutocracy who are now thanking
God for his firmness, shouldering the entire blame of the
war upon him. When Lincoln took his seat, the country
was facing a terrible crisis, but a crisis which pales into in-
significance when compared with that which the country
faces today. That labor has grievous wrongs, only self-blinded
bigots fail to realize. That these wrongs are no longer en-
durable, is evident from the widespread agitation among the
workers. The giant Labor is blind, but he is gathering his
strength to pull down the temple of Mammon, reckless of
the fact that in doing so he must himself go down in the
destruction which he brings upon his oppressors.

We do not favor violence. On the contrary we advo-
cate quite another method of settling this great wage prol>
lem; but, at the same time, all history, all law tells us that
sin is washed out only by the shedding of blood, and the sins
against labor are crying from the ground.

For plutocratic organs to thank God at this juncture for
Hiedelivery of the interests they represent, is premature.
Do not halloo till you are out of the woods.—Ella .¥. Castle.

Every person capable of performing use to thecommon-
alty should be provided—by the general Government— with
the possibility of self-sustenance, and the performance of
use should meet its full reward in the necessary supply of
all normal demands of the commodities essentiafto the direct
uses of the laborer.
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SINGLE TAX.

The principal feature of the single tax proposition,
or the Henry George theory, is, that wheuevera million-
aire gets to understand the character of its operations,
he immediately endorses it. Of course, as a business
proposition on the competitive basis, appealing as it
does to the financiers of the country, it must be a good
thing. Single tux means tax upon the land exclusively.
A tax is a burden, and the fundamental and central
thought ofland taxation isthe mitigation of, or theentire
relief from service, or bondage. As beasts ofburdenare
supposed to be created tocarry burdens, andthus relieve
the higher orders of life; and whereas the so called com-
mon people are beasts of burden (and by the superior
orders of society are forever intended to lie), it follows
that all relief from the hardships of taxation mustapply
to those who are intellectual enough to bear.sway over
the “hewers of wood and drawers of water:"" hence the
proposition of single tax, which affords relief to the
millionaire by reducing his taxes, would thereby make it
doubly possible for him.to grind the face of thepoor.

The burden should be lifted from the tax payer—
especially the wealthy tax payer. The heavy burdens
should always fall upon the poor people, and the
burdens of the rich should be correspondingly relaxed.
So long as a mineral product is made the basis for the
exchange of other products,as well as the foundation of
all valuations, so long will it be hoarded by the men
who worship”*the money god; and as land is the exclu-
sive basis of taxation,—or when landonly is taxed,—
the rich will see to it that their wealth shall consist of
untaxable property. When the government issued non-
taxable, gold interest-bearing bonds, how quickly they
weretaken by the specie owners!

\\ hat is the truth underlying the Henry George
furore? The single tax proposition is the antithesis of
a genuine principle of truth, and may be taken as a
means of contrast, and thus of bringing the truth ac-
ceptably before the people. Henry George is the tool of
the millionaire and the medium of binding the fetters of
servitude upon the people.

Special Offer.

The Plowshare and Pruning Hook is the only pUb-
lication in the world capable of declaring, originally, the
science of commercial law; it is the only one giving to the
world the true solution of the labor and financial problems,
from the true secular standpoint. By sending twenty-five
cents to the Guiding Star Pub. House, we will send T he
Plowshare and Pruning Hook on trial for six months.
This offer remains open till the first of September. At any
time during that period, fifty cents additional will secure
The Plowshare and Pruning Hook for the entire year,
beginning with the twenty-five cent subscription.

Notice!

Since July 1, 18)4, the post-office at Washington Heights,
111., has been discontinued, and all our mail will now come
to the central office at Chicago. Our subscribers and friends
will please note the change, and iu future direct all commu-
nications to the Guiding Star Publishing House. Washing-
ton Heights, Chicago, IIl.

We do not advocate a Government without the force of
organic unity.
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To Whom Do the Proceeds of Toil Belong?

“We stand upon the ground that the workingmen are
entitled to a just proportion of the proceeds of their toil,”
says President Debs, of the American Railway Union. Who
is entitled to that portion of the proceeds of toil to which
the workingman is not entitled? and why is not the
workingman entitled to the entire proceeds of histoil? The
proportion that the workingman should yield up should be
definitely settled upon, and made uniform. This plan would
prevent awkward complications. Such an irregular regime
enables a few to overfeed, while others are starving!

Why is it not as wrong for the workingman to be re-
duced to the necessity of imploring the robber of the toiling
masses to spare his life— to spare the means of his existence
—as it is for the wayfarer to be compelled to bend the knee
to the bandit? Robbery is robbery, be the perpetrator Robin
Hood or Pullman; yet the Pullman will turn the dungeon
key upon the Robin Hood becausg Robin Hood's method is
out of fashion. It was quite the style when the robber
barons issued from their castles and demanded tribute from
the passer on road or river; but that was long ago, and the
bread and water, the stone floor, the barred window and the
iron cot ticket persuade the holder thereof that he might as
well be out of the world as not in step with it.

Heaven deliver us from this farce of hair-splitting, with
the better man always getting the worst of it. If by any
earthly power these two evil doers could be arraigned elbow
to elbow and the moral standing of each analyzed, we should
find the sins of the oil color robber to be of the lighter hue;
we should see him comparatively free from the gloze of hy-
pocrisy with which the approved robber has beslimed himself
and polluted the atmosphere. He has not sugar coated the
pill of his proceedings with chicane of argument; he has not
paralyzed his victim's conscience, nor filled him with emula-
tion of nefarious practice. The subtle things are the danger-
ous things, and the very nakedness of his badness is protection
in compare with the ambushed vampirage which is leeching
the life-blood from the starving multitudes. He has simply
demanded the purse, and passed on. If he has considered the
present and pressing need of his victim and returned him a
portion of that which was his own, will the act abate the
weight of the chain which galls his capture? “What is
sauce for the goose should be sauce for the gander,” but if
the approved robber grants his wage slave sufficient to meet
the urgent necessities of life, he is not only unwhipped of
justice, but is a lauded henefactor of his kind and wallows in
respectability.

The American colored slave yielded the efforts of his life
to the hand which cradled, fed, clothed, housed, and buried
him. The American white slave took up arms and wrested
the colored man from the hand which, though it robbed him,
provided for him, then stacked his musket and settled down
to a fate in some respects less enviable than that of the colored
slave! The day used to close upon a well fed and generally
rollicking set of darkies; our sun sets upon millions of white
slaves either hungry or painfully apprehensive of the morrow.

Wake up!wake up! Become aware that robbery upon
the highway should not corner all the punishment to the ex-
clusion of chastisement for robbery upon the thousand by
ways by methods masked. Become aware of the fact that
the laborer is being robbed in just such proportion as he
yields his earnings to another; that he is, in the sight of
heaven, criminal both in his submission to such enslavement,
and in his willingness that such a system of bondage be en-
tailed upon posterityl— a. 1. potter.

Give to Csesar the fiction fiated by his stamp, which creates
a false valuation; but give to God, for the use of the people,
the real substance and value, intrinsically destroyed so long as
Cfesar’s stamp remains upon it.

Plowshare and Pruning Hook.

General Jaekson and the Money Power.

There cannot be raised a reasonable objection to the as-
sertion that the national banking system is a fraud against
the rights of the people, perpetrated by acts of usurpation.
The national bank is not a protection to the people, but a
scheme to strengthen the millionaire in his purpose to con-
trol legislation in the interest of the few. The so called
Government has been a tool of designing money kings. In
General Jackson’s veto ofmthe national banking scheme,
July 10, 1832, he said;—

“Most of the difficulties our Government encounters,
and most of the dangers which impend over our Union, have
sprung from an abandonment of the legitimate objects of
government bjrour national legislation. ~“Many of our rich
men have not been content with equal protection and equal
benefltS, but have, besought us to make them richer by ads of
congress.” By attempting to gratify their desires, we have,
in the results of our legislation, arrayed section against sec-
tion, interest against interest, and man against man, in a
fearful confmotion, which threatens to shake the foundations
of our Union. It is time to pause_in our career, to review
our principles, and, if possible, revive that devoted patriotism
and spirit of compromise which distinguished the sages of
the Revolution and the Fathers of our Union. If we cannot,
at once, in justice to interests vested under improvident legis-
lation, make our Government what it ought to be, we can at
least take a stand against all new grants of monopolies and
exclusive privileges, against any prostitution of our Govern-
ment to the advancement of the few at the expense of the
many, and in favor of compromise and gradual reform in
our code of laws and system of political economy.”

“Many of our rich men have not heen content with
equal protection and equal benefits, but have besought us to
make them richer by acts of Congress." In the above,
Jackson stated the whole matter in a nutshell. The per-
suasive power of gold, placed in the hand of the legislator,
accompanying the importunity, is irresistible. It has now
gone beyond the point of persuasive importunity. The mil-
lionaire commands, and legislation (national, gubernatorial,,
and municipal) is the humiliated servant of the plutocrat,
not the humble and obedient servant of the people.

W hy will honest men continue to be hoodwinked by the
promises and pretensions of those thpy place in office, month
after month and year after year? Who can point to the
passage of one law, the institution and enforcement of which
were voluntarily enacted for the people? No man can point
to such an enactment, for it does not exist. The interests of

j the plutocrat and those of the people are as distinct as black

j and white. As Andrew Jackson has declared; “It is time
to pause in our career.” There is no voice capable of effectu-

| ally calling this halt but the voice of the people, and that
ought to be the voice of God.

“Turn the rascals out!”

The second number of « vox rPopuii,~ the new monthly
of the People’s Party, has made its appearance. This is a,
finely illustrated journal, strong in tone and likely to prove
a powerful agent toward awakening the public to a realiza-
tion of the influence exerted by the Money Power to bring
about and perpetuate present conditions. “The Autobiog-
raphy of a One Hundred Dollar National Bank-note,” be-
gun in the first number and continued in the second, exposes
the frauds practiced upon the people by the present banking
system, graphically describing the various sources of bank
profit—e. m. c.

If it comes to a question of adequacy, as pertaining to
demand and supply, there is no lack of abundance in all
things conducive to human comfort. Why, then, are notall
bountifully supplied with the essentials of comfort, to say
nothing of luxury, which should be the inheritance of all
under a properly adjusted :ystem of human economy?
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Are the People Capable of Inaugurating
Reform?

Populists assert that if the people have not enough in-
telligence to settle the questions of the clay by political action,
they can never settle them by revolution. A long acquaint-
ance with pseudo-political reform parties has not strengthened
faith in the ability of the people to institute any measures
for the social emancipation of the race; neither has it created
a profound respect for pot-house politicians or office seeking
demagogues, no matter under what political brand or trade-
mark they were placed upon the market. There are many
honest, earnest, but mistaken men to be found in the ranks
of the People’s Party; the same holds true of the Republican,
and of the Democratic, Party. Have met a few among the
Democrats and Republicans who, disgusted with the present
conditions, would gladly exchange for a more just and hu-
mane administration of public affairs. They could see that
the People’s Party advocated no radical or permanent remedy
for the present evils, yet could not grasp the simple proposi-
tion of value for value in the equation of exchanges in com-
mercial life.

Democrats, Republicans, Populists, and “partvites” of all
classes are narcotized until the senses are completely stupefied
by some phase of the almighty dollar fetich. The exchange
of value for value leaves no holes for part of the products of
human hands to be sifted into the hands of those who do not
produce. The labor check is the only true money; it cannot
be cornered; nothing can be demanded for its use in perform-
ing exchanges; it is canceled when it completes its round of
exchanges. Plato said: “That money is good only, which is
good in its own time and place, and worthless anywhere else.”
This is exactly the position occupied by the labor exchange
check. A poor simpleton, in talking with the writer, said
that he did not want any local currency of that kind, but
wanted the Government to issue full legal tender. We hadno
means of ascertaining whether he was dishonest at heart and
wanted an opportunity (which was not offered by the labor
check) to rob his neighbor, or whether it was a species of
mild lunacy which made him believe that he and his neigh-
hors— who feared to trust one another— could, by the ballot,
elect a representative as dishonest as themselves, send him
two or three thousand miles to meet other dishonest or fool-
ish representatives at a centra! point or seat of government,
and then, by some wonderful modus operand+, metamorphose
this conglomerate mass into an organic unity of honesty,
which will compel dishonest constituents to deal honestly
with their neighbors.  “The foolishness of fools is folly.”

The editor of areform(?) paper propounded this hair-

splitting question to us: “If you destroy legal tender money, j

are you going to run around with a thimbleful of wheat
when you want a little sugar or coffee at a store?” Am
happy to say we survived. This same editor would be happy
to get wheat or anything else with which to make exchanges
at astore. The trouble with this editor, as with a majority
of the leaders and teachers .of the Populist Party, is that he
is laboring to perpetuate the wage slavery and the competi-
tive system of business. A radical and sweeping revolution
has been organized and will be pushed to final triumph.
Labor and capital are in the throes of a deadly struggle which
will ultimate in the destruction of both. The Populists have
no remedy to offer, being incapable of formulating a system
of organic unity which, embodying justice to all, will take
the place of the general chaos to result from the death-strug-
gle of competism. , ,
Equitable distribution of the products of industry is the
key-note of the coming Organic Unity. For two decades the
sledge hammer has been falling upon existing evils, yet the
evils have slowly augmented until they have passed almost
beyond the power of human endurance. The reform press
is still hammering away, though as yet offering no remedy,

no hope for a despairing and desperate people, while the greed
of plutocracy is piling the burden higher and still higher
upon the overtaxed and suffering masses. vet the people are
to blame. The remedy is in their own hands. They groan
under laws that they made or suffered to be made, laws which
violate all principles of equity and justice. It has been a
case of “Lord, bless me and my wife, my son John and his wife,
us four and no more,” with the people, until the recoil has
struck them. They have consistently pursued a policy of
“Every man for himself, and the Devil take the hindmost,”
until the Devil has them all, and they will be compelled to
sweat blood in agony of spirit until they turn to* a basis of
organic unity in commercial life—the golden rule— as the
guide of action.

We know that the people can settle their ills peaceably
and establish a paradise upon the hells of selfishness and
greed. It has been within their power for many years. The
Patrons of Commercial Equation hold out the olive branch,
and invite all who believe in justiee to join the only party
capable of formulating the Organic Unity that will crush
the money power. It is a radical departure from existing
conditions, having no compromises to offer with the enemy.
Join the Patrons of Commercial Equation, and be prepared
for the trying times which are at our very doors, and from
which no other avenue of. escape is open.— w. IT. pavitt.

Senator Vance's Protective Pastoral.

(Senator Vance once set colleagues and spectators in a roar by reading in
splendid style the following pastoral, which he said was entitled: “ The Girl
with One Stocking.” “A protective pastoral composed and arranged for the
spinning-wheel, and respectfully dedicated to that devoted friend of protected
machinery and high taxes, the senator from Rhode Island, Mr. Aldrich.” )

Our Mary had a little lamb,
And her heart was most intent
To make its wool beyond its worth
Bring fifty-six per cent.

But a pauper girl across the sea
Had one small lamb also,

Whose wool for less than half that sum
She’'d willingly let go.

Another girl who had no sheep,
No stockings,—wool nor flax,—

But money enough just to buy
A pair without the tax,

Went to the pauper girl to get
Some wool to shield her feet,

And make her stockings, not of flax,
But of wool complete.

When Mary saw the girl’s design
She straight began to swear

That she’d make her buy both wool and tax
Or let one leg go bare.

So she cried out: “Protect reform!
Let pauper sheep wool free!

If it will keep both of her legs warm
What will encourage me?”

So it was done, and people said
Where'er that poor girl went,

One leg was warmed with wool, and one
With fifty-six per cent.

Now praise to Mary and her lamb,
Who did the scheme invent,

To clothe one half a girl in wool
And one half in per cent.

All honor, too, to Mary’s friend,
And all protective acts,
That clothe the rich in wool
And wrap the poor in tax.
—Atlanta Constitution.

Honesty in the conduct of public affairs would so equili-
brate the uses of society as to meet every vidual and public de-
mand.
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evils have slowly augmented until they have passed almost
beyond .the power of human endurance. The reform press
is still hammering away, though as yet offering no remedy,

no hope for a despairing and desperate people, while the greed
of plutocracy is piling the burden higher and still higher
upon the overtaxed and suffering masses. Yet the people are
to blame. The remedy is in their own hands. They groan
under laws that they made or suffered to be made, laws which
violate all principles of equity and justice. It has been a
case of “Lord, bless meand my wife, my son John and his wife,
us four and no more,” with the people, until the recoil has
struck them. They have consistently pursued a policy rtf
“Every man for himself, and the Devil take the hindmost,”
until the Devil has them all, and they will be compelled to
sweat blood in agony of spirit until they turn to a basis of
organic unity in commercial life—the golden rule—as the
guide of action.

We know that the people can settle their ills peaceably
and establish a paradise upon the hells of selfishness and
greed. It has been within their power for many years. The
Patrons of Commercial Equation hold out the olive branch,
and invite all who believe in justiee to join the only party
capable of formulating the Organic Unity that will crush
the money power. It is a radical departure from existing
conditions, having no compromises to offer with the enemy.
Join the Patrons of Commercial Equation, and be prepared
for the trying times which are at our very doors, and from
which no other avenue of.escape is open.— W. Il. Pavitt.

Senator Vance’'s Protective Pastoral.

(Senator Vance once aH collwigni** anil apectator» in a roar by reading in
splendid stylo the following pastoral, which ho said wu* entitled: “ The (iirl
with Ono Stocking.” “A protective j>a*tornl composed and arranged for the
spinning-wheel, ami respectfully dedicated to that devoted friend of protected
machinery and high taxes, the senator from Ilhode Island, Mr. Aldrich.” )

Our Mary had a little lamb.
And her heart was most intent

To make its wool beyond its worth
Bring fifty-six per cent.

But a pauper girl across the sea
Had one small lamb also.

Whoe© wool for less than half that sum
She’d willingly let go.

Another girl who had no sheep,
No stockings.- wool nor llax.—

But money enough just to buy
A pair without the tax.

Went to the pauper girl to get
Some wool to shield her feet.

And make her stockings, not of llax.
But of wool complete.

When Mary saw the girl’s design
She straight began to swear

That she’d make her buy both wool and tax
Or let one leg go bare.

So she cried out: "Protect reform!
Let pauper sheep wool free!

If it will keep both of her legs warm
What will encourage me?”

So it wasdone, and people said
Where’er that poor girl went.

One leg was warmed with wool, and ono
With fifty-six per cent.

Now praise to Mary and her lamb,
Who did the scheme invent,

To clothe one half a girl in wool
And one half in per cent.

All honor, too, to Mary’s friend,
And all protective acts,

That clothe the rich in wool
And wrap the poor in tax.

— Atlanta Constitution.

Honesty in the conduct of public affairs would so equili-
brate the uses of society as to meet every vidual and public de-
mand.
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A Seventeenth Century Speech.

Through the researches of Dr. Wolfgang Michael, the
speech with which Oliver C/omwell put an end to the Long
Parliament is now brought to light, and singularly appropri-
ate it is at this time and in this country:

~ "It is high time for me to put an end to your sitting in
this place, which ye have dishonored by your contempt of all
virtue and defiled"by your practice of evéry vice.

“Ye are a factious crew, and enemies to all good govern-
ment. | e are a pack of mercenary wretches, and would—
like Esau— sell your country for a mess oftpottage, and— like
Judas— betray your Clod for a few pieces of money. Is there
a single virtue ‘now remaining among you? Is there one
vice ye do not possess? Ye have no more religion than my
horse. Gold is your god. _

"Vthch of you have not bartered away your consciences
for bribes?

“Is there a man among }/ou that hath the least care for
the good of the commonwealth?

“Ye sordid prostitutes! have ¥e not defiled this sacred
Blace, and turned the Lord’s temple into a den of thieves?

y your immoral principles and wicked practices ye are
grown intolerably odious to the whole nation. You, who
were deputed here by the people to get their grievances re-
dressed, are yourselves hecome their greatest grievance. Your
countr%/_, therefore, calls upon me to cleanse this Augean stable
by putting a final period to your iniquitous proceedings in this
house, which, by God’s help and the strength he hath given
me, 1 am now come to do.

“1 command you, therefore, upon the peril of your lives,
to depart immediately out of this place.

“Go! Get you out!

“Make haste!

“Ye venal slaves, begone!

h d“So!” Take away that shining bauble there, and lock up

e door.

How applicable today to the Congress of the United
States are these words, spoken in England two hundred and
forty years ago! “Gold is your god.” “Which of you have
not bartered away your consciences for bribes? Is there a
man among you that hath the least care for the good of the
commonwealth ?” “You, who were deputed here by the people
to get their grievances redressed, are yourselves hecome their
greatest grievance.” In America, the last and greatest of
the nations, the country where the destinies of all the nations
are to be fulfilled, agreater than Oliver Cromwell is demanded
today, to set aside a worse legislative body than England’s
tyrannical Long Parliament, and establish a nobler common-
wealth than that which Cromwell’s selfish ambition brought
to naught. A man is demanded with intellect clear enough,
and calm enough, and powerful enough to comprehend all
the religious, and social, and scientific requirements of
the age,— in whose brain science- and religion meet, whose
heart seeks only the good of humanity, in whose life is no
place for selfishness. Each age brings forth but one such
man; and the hour of destiny finds the man of destiny
ready. The hour is here! The man will not be wanting!—
Ella M. Castle.

Too Busy.

__This is the worst Government in earth, claiming to be
civilized. Our so called rulers are Bast masters in idiocy and
imbecility. There is not a thimbleful of statesmanship in
the whole outfit at Washington. Congress persists in legis-
lating about everything that the people do not want and for
nothing that they do want. A law of ten lines would settle
the coal strike, and bring untold blessings to millions of
human beings. But not a man in Congress has the courage
to propose it, and the fools would not consider it, if proposed.
It consists simply in turning over to the Government all the
coal-fields, to be’worked for the benefit of the people instead
of a lot of speculators. But our alleged statesmen are too
busy farming out the taxing power to the sugar and other
trusts to have ar_lly time to bestow upon legislation to remedy
the appalling evils brought on this country by fool politicians
and greedy monopolists!— American Nonconformist.

—

Plowshare and Pruning Hook.

Railroad Profits.

Those on the inside of the railroad business of this
country know how cheaply passengers and freight can be
transported when the business is conducted on a legitimate
basis. Yvhen the celebrated Hepburn Committee was taking
testimony in 1876, they examined a great many railroad ex-
perts—among them Edwin Worcester, at that time, and -per-
haps yet, Secretary of the New York Central and Hudson
River Railroad. A first-class passenger fare at that time, from
New York to San Francisco, was §148.50. Mr. Worcester
was asked at what fare, on railroads managed legitimately, a
passenger could be profitably transported to San Francisco
first-class, at the then existing rates of travel. He promptly
answered that a good profit could be made at a fare of 8§10,
and that the increased travel that would result from placing
the fare at that amount would, he estimated, become so great
that the railroad companies could then make a good profit
by carrying passengers first-class for §5.— national Econo-

mist.

In Austria you can ride a distance of one thousand miles
across the country for §6.50, first-class, too, while working-
men can ride srx miles for two cents, twelve miles for four
cents, thirty miles for ten cents.

In Hungary, where the roads are also owned by the State,
jrou can ride six miles for one cent. Since the Government
bought the roads wages have doubled. Belgium tells the
same story. Fares and freights have been cut down one half,
and wages doubled.

In Germany you can ride four miles for one cent on the
Government railroad. Yet wages are one hundred and
twenty-three per cent higher than they were when the private
corporations owned them, and during the last ten years the
net profits have increased fourteen per cent.

In Yictoria, where the Government owns the railroads,
fares are not half as high as in this country, and the net in-
come is sufficient to pay all federal taxes.

The Prussian Government has operated railroads so suc-
cessfully that a surplus of §1,000,000 has accumulated, and
it is now proposed to reduce fares still lower.— the independ-

ent, Paso Robles, Cal.

The intrinsic value dollar makes wheat low.

The intrinsic value dollar makes wages low.

The intrinsic value dollar makes millionaires.

The intrinsic value dollar makes paupers.

The intrinsic value dollar makes monopolies.

The intrinsic value dollar makes strikes.

The intrinsic value dollar makes riots.

The intrinsic value dollar makes crime.

The intrinsic value dollar makes insurrections.

The intrinsic value dollar makes suicides.

The intrinsic value dollar makes bankrupts.

The intrinsic value dollar makes high taxes.

The intrinsic value dollar makes high railroad rates.

The intrinsic value dollar makes more bonds.

The intrinsic value dollar makes more interest.

The intrinsic value dollar makes bankers.

The intrinsic value dollar makes vile legislators.

The intrinsic value dollar makes corrupt courts.

The intrinsic value dollar makes the few rich.

The intrinsic value dollar makes the many poor.

Pin your faith to the intrinsic value dollar idea, vote
for it, swear by it, and starve by it.— coming Nation.

Industry does not mean drudgery; it means organic
equilibrium, and therefore the reduction of labor (through
equitable adjustment) to its minimum for every man, woman,
and child in the Commonwealth.
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A Seventeenth Century Speech.

Through the researches of Dr. Wolfgang Michael, the
speech with which Oliver Cromwell put an end to the Long

Parliament is now brought to light, and singularly appropri-
ate it is at this time and in this country:

“It is high time for me to put an end to your sitting in
this place, which ye have dishonored by your contempt of all
virtue and defiled by your practice of every vice.

"Ye are a factious crew, and enemies to all good govern-
ment. Ye are a pack of mercenary wretches, and would—
like Esau— sell your country for a mess of pottage, and— like
Judas— betray your God for a few pieces of money. Isthere
a single virtue now remaining among you? Is there one
vice ye do not possess? Ye have no more religion than my
horse. Gold is your god.

*“U hich of you have not bartered away your consciences
for bribes?

"Is there a man among you that hath the least care for
the good of the commonwealth?

"Ye sordid prostitutes! have ye not defiled this sacred
place, and turned the Lord's temple into a den of thieves?
Hv vour immoral principles and wicked practices ve are
grown intolerably odious to the whole nation. You, who
were deputed here bv the people to get their grievances re-
dressed. areyourselves become their greatest grievance. Your
country, therefore, calls upon me to cleanse tins Augean stable
bw putting a final period to your iniquitous*proceedings in this
house, which, by God's help and the strength he hath given
me, | am now come to do.

"1 command you. therefore, upon the peril of vour lives,
to depart immediately out of this place.

"Go! Getyou out!

"Make haste!

"Ye venal slaves, begone!

“So!  Take away that shining bauble there, and lock up
the door.”

How applicable today to the Congress of the" United
States are these words, spoken in England two hundred and
forty years ago! "Gold is your god." “Which of you have
not bartered away your consciences for bribes? Is there a
man among you that hath the least care for the good of the
commonwealth?” “Y ou, who were deputed here by the people
to get their grievances redressed, are yourselves become their
greatest grievance.” In America, the last and greatest of
the nations, the country where the destinies of all the nations
are to be fulfilled, a greater than Oliver Cromwell is demanded
today, to set aside a worse legislative body than England's
tyrannical Long Parliament, and establish a nobler common-
wealth than that which Cromwell’s selfish ambition brought
to naught. A man is demanded with intellect clear enough,
and calm enough, and powerful enough to comprehend all
the religious, and social, and scientific requirements of
the age,—in whose brain science and religion meet, whose
heart seeks only the good of humanity, in whose life is no
place for selfishness. Each age brings forth but one such
man; and the hour of destiny finds the man of destiny
ready. The hour is here! The man will not be wanting!—
Ella M. Castle.

Too Busy.

This is the worst Government in earth, claiming to be
civilized. Our so called rulers are past masters in idiocy and
imbecility. There is not a thimbleful of statesmanship in
the whole outfit at Washington. Congress persists in legis-
lating about everything that the people do not want and for
nothing that they do want. A law of ten lines would settle
the coal strike, and bring untold blessings to millions of
human beings. But nota man in Congress has the courage
to propose it, and the fools would not consider it. if proposed.
It consists simply in turning over to the Government all the
coal-fields, to be worked for the benefit of the people instead
of a lot of speculators. But our alleged statesmen are too
busy farming out the taxing power to the sugar and other
trusts to have any time to bestow upon legislation to remedy
the appalling eviis brought on this country by fool politicians
and greedy monopolistst—American Nonconformist.

Railroad Profits.

Those on the inside of the railroad business of this
country know how cheaply passengers and freight can be
transported when the business is conducted on a legitimate
basis. When the celebrated Hepburn Committee was taking
testimony in 1870, they examined a great many railroad ex-
perts—among them Edwin Worcester, at that time, and per-
haps yet, Secretary of the New Y'ork Central and Hudson
River Railroad. A first-class passenger fare at that time, from
New York to San Francisco, was 814850. Mr. Worcester
was asked at what fare, on railroads managed legitimately, a
passenger could be profitably transported to San Francisco
first-class, at the then existing rates of travel. He promptly
answered that a good profit could be made at a fare of 810,
and that the increased travel that would result from placing
the fare at that amount would, he estimated, become so great
that the railroad companies could then make a good profit
by carrying passengers first-class for $».— National Econo-
mist.

In Austria you can ride a distance of one thousand miles
across the country for 80.50, first-class, too, while working-
men can ride srx miles for two cents, twelve miles for four
cents, thirty miles for ten cents.

In Hungary, where the roads are also owned by the State,
you can ride six miles for one cent. Since the Government
bought the roads'wages have doubled. Belgium tells the
same story. Fares and freights have been cut down one half,
and wages doubled.

In Germany you can ride four miles for one cent on the
Government railroad. Y*et wages are one hundred and
twenty-three per cent higher than they were when the private
corporations owned them, and during the last ten years the
net profits have increased fourteen per cent.

In ~ictoria, where the Government owns the railroads,
fares are not half as high as in this country, and the net in-
come is sufficient to pay all federal taxes.

The Prussian Government has operated railroads so suc-
cessfully that a surplus of 81.000,000 has accumulated, and
it is now proposed to reduce fares still lower.— The Independ-
ent, Paso Holies, Cal.

The intrinsic value dollar makes wheat low.

The intrinsic value dollar makes wages low.

The intrinsic value dollar makes millionaires.

The intrinsic value dollar makes paupers.

The intrinsic value dollar makes monopolies.

The intrinsic value dollar makes strikes.

The intrinsic value dollar makes riots.

The intrinsic value dollar makes crime.

The intrinsic value dollar makes insurrections.

The intrinsic value dollar makes suicides.

The intrinsic value dollar makes bankrupts.

The intrinsic value dollar makes high taxes.

The intrinsic value dollar makes high railroad rates.

The intrinsic value dollar makes more bonds.

The intrinsic value dollar makgs more interest.

The intrinsic value dollar makes bankers.

The intrinsic value dollar makes vile legislators.

The intrinsic value dollar makes corrupt courts.

The intrinsic value dollar makes the few rich.

The intrinsic value dollar makes the many poor.

Pin your faith to the intrinsic value dollar idea, vote
for it, swear by it, and starve by it.— Coming Nation.

Industry does not mean drudgery; it means organic
equilibrium, and therefore the reduction of labor (through
equitable adjustment) to its minimum for every man. woman,
and child in the Commonwealth.



Plowshare and.

STRAWS.

The most impressive tribute paid to the late Hon.
William Walter Phelps is: “He died worth twenty millions!”

— Cleveland Citizen.

We want protection for American iabor. American
“industries” have been so long protected that many of them
lord it over both laborer and consumer.— iV. v. voice.

All rich men are not bad because they are rich; all poor
men are not good because they are poor. It is the system
that creates unjust inequalities that is wrong.— paterson
Labor Standard.

The coal barons offer from thirty to forty cents per ton
to their employees for digging out the “dusty diamond,” then
charge the gullible public from ten to twelve dollars per ton.

— Voice of Labor.

The laboring men have got everything their own way
in this country, when the time comes to demonstrate it.
They can control every wheel, every line of communication,
and the food that feeds the nation.— western Laborer.

Wealth belongs to him who creates it, and every dollar
taken from industry without an equivalent is robbery.

“If any will not work, neither shall he eat.” The interests
of rural and civic labor are the same; their interests are
identical.— The Advance.

There are two facts that impress themselves strongly
upon the minds of the common people today:—on the one
side, the wealth of the country in the hands of a few;
on the other, the great mass of the people from whom the
wealth has been taken.— people's cause.

Ninety-five per cent of every daily paper is a chronicle
of anarchy and lawlessness, committed either by the rich, the
genteel idle class, or by the poor wage slaves driven to des-
peration by the manipulations of these rich or idle. And yet
the people who support this system are opposed to anarchy!
So they say.— coming Nation.

The noblest part of human nature can only develop
itself when the battles of men cease for the mere acquisition
of dollars.  The evil passions of man manifest themselves in
the untiring hunt after wealth, and the inordinate longing
afterenjoyment.  They will be exterminated by the abolition
of private property.— cieveland citizen.

“Labor is free,” says a machine newspaper. Yes, labor
is free to fight the battles, pay the taxes, and produce the
wealth. Labor is free to pay trust prices for food, pay tribute
to Shylock, and beg leave to toil. Labor is free to work for
what it can get, live in overcrowded tenement houses in back
alleys, and vote the monopoly ticker, or be discharged. Labor
is free to work out fines under vagrancy laws, sleep in jails,
and live on bread and water.

Labor is born to starve, free to die, free to fill a place
in the Potter’s field. Shades of Patrick Henry, what glori-
ous freedom— Sovereign.

It seems that one result of the dull times is to originate
in people's minds the co-operative idea. The machinists of
this city have gone into it, and from England comes the news
that hundreds of thousands of pounds have been saved in the
past year to the working people of that country, even by the
meagre system of co-operation practiced there. The dull times
have given many hard lessons, but, aseach cloud has its silver
lining, perhaps there may be some permanent good derived
therefrom by the object lesson the toilers have received of the
total lack of fairness in the wage-system.— trades uUnionist.

Pruning Hook.
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A Wrong System.

While | donot deny that under our laws a man may get a
legal title to a coal mine or to all the coal mines in a state, and
make every one who needs fuel to warm himself or cook his food
pay tribute to his avarice and greed, | am equally ready to assert
that the laws which permit such a monopoly are unjust laws.
They are at war with the prime conditions of human existence.
If any man has the right to monopolize what | must have to
live, and fix his own price in selling it to me, | might better be
his slave. In that case | would have a claim upon him; now
| do not, although | can only live by his sufferance.
It is.

You think this is pretty radical doctrine ? But who

can gainsay it? For one | am tired of temporizing; tired of
glossing over and trying to patch up and keep in running order
a system which is absolutely indefensible. Bight wrongs no

man. Truth has the eternal years of God on her side. You
may build a defense of lies and a citadel of injustice as high
as the but it cannot stand.

pyramids, The longer the wrong

prevails, the more crushing its downfall. You remember the

arrogance of the old slave power in the fifties? Yet itsloins
were not as thick as the little finger of the money power that
rules this nation today.

The rumble of the coming tempest can already be heard.
The people who create and preserve the wealth of the world are
beginning to ask themselves why they should toil every day and
all day long, that a few may surfeit in all the luxuries the imag-
ination can suggest. There is wealth enough produced,— no
trouble about that,— though not nearly so much as there might be
with the same amount of labor; it is the distribution that needs
overhauling. It will not always be the case that the idler’'s

share will exceed that of a hundred or a thousand workers.__
Star and Kansan.

A Thief's Reply.

A noted criminal, who had just been sentenced, was in-
terviewed by the New York woria, from which | extract
the following bit of good logic:—

“1 have been asked many times— while | have been in
jail and in other places— why 1 persist in following the
business of thievery, when by putting my talent to service
in some more alleged honest calling I might win fame and
fortune. Very well, my boy; the question sounds like a very
solid one, and it is meant to stagger, but it does not upset
me even a little bit. | have always been able to give a
satisfactory answer, and I'll tell you why. | have not been
able to find a strictly honest business— one in which some
form of deception is not used to fool the customers. Tailors,
grocers, dry goods dealers, contractors, in fact, all trades and
professions are hased to a greater or less extent upon mis-
representation, humbug, and fraud, as the thousands of suits
which are brought yearly in the civil courts will attest. |
find, after all, from my observation of affairs, that my
business is not so different from other people’s, the principal
distinction being that my trade is openly declared, while
many forms of dishonesty are covered by the cloak of hy-
pocrisy.”— ex.

Behold yond wise and sated people,

How with a wall of laws and interdictions

They have themselves well fortified 'gainst all intrusion
Of clamorous, boring, hungry, restless starvelings.

Woe unto him who through this wall would break.
Prepared are judges, hangmen, ropes, and gallows—
But never mind—some fear not even that.

— Translated from Heine.

Labor organizations should cease to demand more labor
and more wages, or less labor and more wages. The thing
to demand is free interchange of products, the utilization of
labor-saving machines for the saving of labor, (thereby ob-
taining relief from the burdens of drudgery) and then the
equitable distribution of wealth to the creators of the same
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‘eindustries* have been so long protected that many of them
lord it over both laborer and consumer.— N. Y. Voice.

All rich men are not bad because they are rich; all poor
men are not good because they are poor. It is the system
that creates unjust inequalities that is wrong.— Paterson
Labor Standard.

The coal barons offer from thirty to forty cents per ton
to their employees for digging out the “dusty diamond,” then
charge the gullible public from ten to twelve dollars per ton.
'— Voice of Labor.

The laboring men have got everything their own way
in this country, when the time comes to demonstrate it.
They can control every wheel, every line of communication,
and the food that feeds the nation.— Western Laborer.

Wealth belongs to him who creates it, and every dollar
taken from industry without an equivalent is robbery.

“I1fany will not work, neither shall heeat.” The interests
of rural and civic labor are the same; their interests are
identical— The Advance.

There are two facts that impress themselves strongly
upon the minds of the common people today:—on the one
side, the wealth of the country in the hands of a few;
on the other, the great mass of the people from whom the
wealth has been taken.— People's Cause.

Ninety-five per cent of every daily paper is a chronicle
of anarchy and lawlessness, committed either by therich, the
genteel idle class, or by the poor wage slaves driven to des-
peration by the manipulations of these rich or idle. And yet
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the untiring hunt after wealth, and the inordinate longing
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of private property.— Cleveland Citizen.

"Labor is free," says a machine newspaper. Yes, labor
is free to fight the battles, pay the taxes, and produce the
wealth. Labor is free to pay trust prices for food, pay tribute
to Shylock, and beg leave to toil. Labor is free to work for
what it can get, live in overcrowded tenement houses in back
alleys, and vote the monopoly ticker, or be discharged. Labor
is free to work out fines under vagrancy laws, sleep in jails,
and live on bread and water.

Labor is born to starve, freeto die, free to fill a place
in the Potters field. Shades of Patrick Henry, what glori-
ous freedom'— Sovereign.

It seems that one result of the dull times is to originate
in people’s minds the co-operative idea. The machinists of
this city have gone into it. and from England comes the news
that hundreds of thousands of pounds have been saved in the
past year to the working people of that country, even by the
meagre system of co-operation practiced there. The dull times
have given many hard lessons, but. aseach cloud has its silver
lining, perhaps there may be some permanent good derived
therefrom by the object lesson the toilers have received of the
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A Wrong System.

While | do not deny that under our laws a man may geta
legal title to a coal mine or to all the coal mines in a state, and
make every one who needs fuel to warm himself or cook bis food
pay tribute to his avarice and greed, | amequally ready to assert
that the laws which permit such a monopoly are unjust laws.
They are at war with the prime conditions of human existence.
If any man has the right to monopolize what I must have to
live, and fix his own price in selling it to me, | might better be
his slave. In thatcase | would have a claim upon him; now
I do not, although I can only live by his sufferance.

You think this is pretty radical doctrine? It is. But who
cangainsay it? For one | am tired of temporizing; tired of
glossing overand trying to patch up and keep in running order
a system which is absolutely indefensible. Right wrongs no
man. Truth has the eternal years of God on herside. You
may build a defense of lies and a citadel of injustice as high
as the pyramids, but it cannot stand. The longer the wrong
prevails, the more crushing its downfall. You remember the
arrogance of the old slave power in the fifties? Yet itsloins
were not as thick as the little finger of the money power that
rules this nation today.

The rumble of the coming tempest can already be heard.
The people who create and preserve the wealth of the world are
beginning to ask themselves why they should toil every day and
all day long, that a few may surfeit inall the luxuries the imag-
ination can suggest. There is wealth enough produced,—no
trouble about that,— though not nearly so much as there might be
with the same amount of labor; it is the distribution that needs
overhauling. It will not always be the case that the idler’s

share will exceed that of a hundred or a thousand workers.—
Star and Kansan.

A Thief's Reply.

A noted criminal, who had just been sentenced, was in-
terviewed by the New York World, from which | extract
the following hit of good logic:—

"l have been asked many times— while | have been in
jail and in other places—why | persist in following the
business of thievery, when by putting my talent to service
in some more alleged honest calling I might win fame and
fortune. \erv well, my boy; the question sounds like a very
solid one, and it is meant to stagger, but it does not upset
me even a little bit. | have always been able to give a
satisfactory answer, and 1*11 tell you why. | have not been
able to find a strictly honest business— one in  which some
form of deception is not used to fool the customers. Tailors,
grocers, dry goods dealers, contractors, in fact, all trades and
professions are based to a greater or less extent upon mis-
representation, humbug, and fraud, as the thousands of suits
which are brought yearly in the civil courts will attest. |
find, after all, from my observation of affairs, that my
business is not so different from other people's, the principal
distinction being that my trade is openly declared, while
many forms of dishonesty are covered by the cloak of hy-
pocrisy.”— EX.

Behold yond wise and sated people.

How with a wall of laws and interdictions

They have themselves well fortified 'gainst all intrusion

Or clamorous, boring, hungry, restless starvelings.

Woe unto him who through this wall would break.

Prepared are judges, hangmen, ropes, and gallows—

But never mind—some fear not even that.
—Translatedfrom Heine.

Labor organizations should cease to demand more labor
and more wages, or less labor and more wages. The thing
to demand is free interchange of products, the'utilization of
labor-saving machines for the saving of labor, (thereby ob-
taining relief from the burdens of drudgery) and then the
equitable distribution of wealth to the creators of the same.
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Books that Make Votes

for the Cause of the
People.

By special arrangement with Charles H. Kerr &
Company, of Chicago, the well-known publishers
of reform literature, we are enabled to supply our
readers with all the publications of that house, in-
cluding the following timely books of fact and
fiction:—

Washington Brown, Farmer.

A new novel, by Le Roy Armstrong, which expos-
es vividly and bravely the iniquities of gambling
in food products, and points out the way for farmers
to overthrow the system. Paper, 50 cents.

The Russian Refugee.

A story of absorbing interest, by H. R. Wilson,
which points toward an international union of the
friends of liberty. The scene is laid in America,
not in Russia. Paper, 618 pages, 50 cents.

The Coming Climax.

Lester C. Hubbard’'s famous arraignment of
America’s Triumphant Plutocracy, and his appeal
to the great middle class to act before it is tot) late.
Paper, 480 pages, 50 cents.

An Ounce of Prevention.

Augustus Jacobson’s argument for a succession
tax to break up great fortunes, and a manual train-
ing school system to make efficient workers out of
the next generation. Paper, 50 cents.

Peoples Party Shot and Shell.

By Dr. T. A. Bland. Our whole case in a nut-
shell. Give it away and make converts. 32 large
pages, with cover, 10 cents; 15 copies for a dollar.

The Rice Mills of Port Mystery.

B. F. Heuston’s great object lesson in free trade,
which reduces a protective tariff to an absurdity in
the course of an ingenious story. Paper, 50 cents.

Address

Guiding Star Publishing House,

CHICAGO,- - - ILLINOIS.

National Suicide and Its
Prevention.

A scholarly review of the social con-
dition of our country, an able disserta-
tion on and exposure of the existing
money system of the government, with
the evil which it has entailed. Should
be in the hands of every student of soci-

ology and finance.

PRICE, 50 CENTS.
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discover the laws, forms, and relations of Being and
Existence.

Koreshanity is a genuine interpretation of phe-
nomena and form as expressed in the universe. It
is a true index to the character of God and man, and
their relations. All intelligent people should read
this literature, and move in advance of the tidal
wave of progress.

The most radical subjects are ably, freely, and
fearlessly discussed therein.

KORESHAN SCIENCE,

By Koeesh, . Price 10 Cents

Reincarnation or Resurrection of the
Dead,

By Koeesh, - Price 10 Cents

Identification of Israel,

By a. W. K. Andrews, M. D., Price 10 Cents

Emanuel Swedenborg; His Mission,
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The Shepherd from Joseph,
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Woman's Restoration to Her Rightful
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Woman’s Mission, K. U.

No. 1. Proclamation,
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No. 3. Celibacy,
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No. 4. Judgment,
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No. 5. Wherels the Lord?

By Koeesh. - -

ENTIRE SERIES 50 CENTS.

Quiding Star Publishing House,
WASHINGTON HEIGHTS,

CHICAGO, ILL.

Plowshare and Pruning Hook.

A G E N TS

F oe The

P 5

ARE PAID 25 PER CENT

On all Cash Subscriptions.

(jhidigg~™ tar

NApublishing <4”[ouse.

COMMERCIAL AND JOB

PRINTING.

Paiqphlet Work a
Specialty.

Binding and Rebinding
M agazines, Books

and Pam phlets.

The Best Work, at the
Lowest Prices.

All Orders for Printing should be
Addressed,

Quding Star Publishing Houee,

99TH STREET,
Bet. Winston Avenue and Oak Street,

WASHINGTON HEIGHTS,
CHICAGO, ILL.

SUBSCRIBE FOR

THE FLAMING SWORD,
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of every form of social abuse in church
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