
V o l .  1 .  N o .  7 .  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l . ,  J u l y ,  4 .  1 8 9 1 .  F i v e  C e n t s  a  C o p y .
T h e  P l o w s h a r e  a n d  P r u n i n g  H o o k .  

1 8 9 1 .
IS S U E D  E V E R Y  S A T U R D A Y  B Y

THE B U R E A U  OF E Q U IT AB LE COMMERCE.
212 & 214 Front Street, - San Francisco, Cal.

KOEESH, . . .  - . - . . Founder and Director
C. J. MACLAUGHLIN, - - - - - . . Editor.

Address all communications to the Editor.

One Fear in advance, - - -  - . . . 5 0  cts;
One Copy, - - - . _ . . . 5 .<

Sample Copy on Application.

We tv ill send any one TH E  P L O W SH A R E  A N D  P R U N IN G  

HOOK on trial for one month on receipt of ten cents in postage stamps. 
Do not let such an opportunity slip to receive for that length of time 
the most outspoken and fearless weekly paper published in America. 
Mail us the names of any of your f  riends whom you think would like 
to investigate our Matchless System of Commerce. We w ill send to all 
such two issues of this paper f r e e . N o financial obligation is incurred 
by those receiving the same. When you have read your paper hand it to 
some one whom you think its contents would interest. Thus do your part 
towards consummating a Revolution in Commerce.

LA B O R  TO S E C U R E  US SU B S C R IB E R S.

E Q U IT A B LE COMMERCE.

W h a t  is  i t ?

The equation of commerce will be reached by steps. The Bu
reau will first suspend the plumbline of equation. This implies an 
absolute revolution in all commercial methods. The competitive 
system is a scholastic cult wherein men, women and children are 
educated to cheat, steal, and lie for gain, and almost unconsciously 
they fall into the terrible habit of every man robbing his neighbor, 
in the church and out of it, and many see the sure road to an 
interminable hell, but no way of escape. The Bureau will suggest 
and execute the way out of the difficulty.

We have established our. blacksmith shop in hades down 
among the speculators on Front Street, where we will sell goods to

consumers at as near wholesale prices as it is possible to make 
them. We call it a blacksmith shop because we intend to forge 
some thunderbolts of Jove (Jehovah). We expect to heat our coals 
with the wrath of those who dwell and do business in Hades and 
make the fire fly from the hammer and anvil of justice to the 
laborer, clerk and every day consumer, rofebed by the merchant, 
who is getting fat in purse, while the ordinary consumer is getting 
lean. It is the Bureau’s object to become the producer by a process 
of growth to that end, and to make every consumer his own produc
er and thus break down the middle-man curse.

We expect, of course, to have a “ monkey and a parrot time” of 
it, for all the devils will perambulate on their aurific prominence, 
without doubt. For this we have prepared ourselves, and shall 
inarch right over the rubbish of generations of false education in 
business.

We do not anticipate the accomplishment of the process of 
adjusting the level of equation to the plumbline of commercial in
tegrity independently of the aid of every person interested in the 
work of abolishing the system of competism through which is in
augurated the corruption of this age of abominable barbarism, “ civ
ilization” )?) If the community at large is interested in|the regu
lation of prices, and the application of the laws of economy in the 
various avenues of trade let it put its shoulder to the w h e e l .

C o m p etin g  R a ilro a d s.

“ A Constant Reader” writes to the Daily Report, “ Sir : As 
you are the people’s advocate as against the railroads, why not 
constantly advocate postal telegraphy, Government supervision of 
railroads, and election of United States Senators by the people ? 
These are popular reforms wanted by all, regardless of party. Why 
not have all people as well as Californians sounding your praise?” 
The Report responds as follows : “ One thing at a time is a good
rule. Till the people of San Francisco awake to the necessity of a 
competing trans-continental railroad, it is hardly worth while to 
bother them about such things as postal telegraphs or directly 
elected U. S. senators.”

The people of New York State wanted a competing railroad, 
and helped to build the West Shore road to compete with the re
gular Vanderbilt line,— the New York Central. Well, they suc
ceeded in making a good competing road, when Vanderbilt was 
mean enough to purchase it. It doesn’t compete as much as it 
did. Competing roads do not seem to benefit the “ people”  very 
much generally. There is already too much competition but it 
does not work, so far as we have been able to discover, to the
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“ people’s” advantage. Can’t we invent something a little more 
effectual than competing railroads. How many competing grocer
ies does it take to reduce the price of the necessaries of life ? If 
there were forty competing railroads, every one of which was 
working for its own interest, they would be pooled to keep up the 
price of the freight and passenger traffic. A competing road, to 
be of use, should be owned by the people and controlled for their 
benefit, and no plan has ever been presented, that offers the people 
an extrication from their dilemma but the revolutionary one of 
the Bureau of Equitable Commerce originating with the Koreshan 
Unity.

Let the people watch and pray, showing their faith by their 
works, and in a little while something will show up to their ad
vantage.

T he C o m p ro m ise of th e  F a rm e rs  A llia n c e  w it h  
th e  S ilv e r  N abobs.

If there were nothing else to show the true animus and tendency 
of the Farmers Alliance, and its infidelity to the people, than its bar
gain with the silver miners, it has already fixed its condemnation; 
its language is: “ Give us money at two per cent interest and we 
will give you unlimited coinage of silver. ’ ’ To strike hands with 
the silver Shylocks is as bad as to be manipulated by the gold 
cormorants. Free and unlimited coinage of silver means that the 
government promises to insure a market price on stuff which has 
comparitively ltttle market value, for the exclusive benefit of 
Millionaire Silver mine owners.

The farmers will discover to their final discomfiture that bor
rowing money at two per cent will not free them from the grasp 
of thé tentacles of the devilfish floating in the watered stocks of 
Railroad Monopolists. W£y should the people pay any usury on 
that which they can better provide without interest, on the basis 
proposed by the Bureau of Equitable Commerce, with the Koreshan 
Unity behind it? If the people comprise the government they can 
have what they want if they will dispose of the thieving Congress 
and banditti legislatures. Too much legislation enacted by official 
lawyers for the sole benefit of the legal profession is what the 
people do not want and what they will not have when they once 
get their eyes open to their rights, and methods of securing them.

Tolstoi appears to have stirred up a hornet’s nest among French 
literators by his denunciation of liquor and tobacco, and yet every 
one knows that both these stimulants have a reactionary tendency 
and are therefore injurious, particularly to literary men. If a per
son can write well when under the control of one or both of these 
vices, poor writing must be the result of a literary effort on the part 
of such a person when not under such influence. Therefore good 
writing can in the end be uniformly produced by this same one if 
these stimulants are entirely dispensed with. An excited brain is 
not a safe brain. A good marksman always needs a clear head and 
steady nerve when firing at the target, which necessaries are never 
superinduced by a use of liquor and tobacco. If there ever was a 
time when the wielder of the pen needs these requisite qualities in 
forging thunderbolts to hurl at social abuses that time is now. No; 
Tolstoi is right and his literary contemporaries of France are 
wrong. Liquor and tobacco are injurious to the brain and should 
be discarded, especially by brain workers.

T he Su m m er V a ca tio n .

The minister, the teacher, the prosperous business man, the 
lawyer, the doctor, the dead beat,— all take a vacation during the 

-summer, while the millionaire has access to one whenever he wants 
it. About this time the steamers to Europe are crowded with for
tunate people seeking recreation in foreign lands. Ih e  amount of 
money thus transferred to European interests in one year by Amer
icans is prodigious. Summer pleasure-seeking in this country has 
grown to be a mania. People will leave magnificent residences 
surrounded by spacious grounds located in the suburbs of our cit
ies, when old Sol becomes so affectionate in the beamings ofbis coun
tenance, and hie themselves to Europe,, to the seashore or to the

mountains. It is vacation time you know, and they must go away 
along with their neighboxs. Those who through financial reverses 
cannot afford to rusticate at this season of the year, but who stand 
in favor with the fashionable, are said to close up the front of theix 
houses and live in the back portion of them until the fall so that 
the impression may not get abroad that they are not taking their 
usual summer outing

Ministers,, after freely throwing sweet missiles to the fat-pursed 
parishioners during the fall, winter and spring, take a respite from 
their base-ball exercise during the summer in order that in the fall 
they may be rec uperated from their exacting athletic sport involv
ing great expenditure of muscle and brain force; particularly that 
of the brain. Then there are the lawyers who have been lying for 
nine or ten months, they must get a rest or else impair the volubil
ity of their tongues. The prosperous business man, too, must cease 
for a spell from commercial prevarication, otherwise his operations 
for cheating his neighbor might lag through an over-expenditure 
of mental energy. The doctor and the dead beat, who prey upon all 
classes, but particularly the wealthy, must also “ take the wihgsof 
the morning and fly to the uttermost parts of the earth”  with the 
ides of June or else they would not reap so rich a harvest ‘ ‘when 
the robins nest again ’ ’.

But who do not get a vacation during the warm, sweltering 
weather ? Well, the clerk of the prosperous business man frequently 
gets no vacation, but works all summer long-at his desk early and 
late for ten or fifteen dollars a week; the poor widow who sews 
for a living doesn’t get a vacation; though, poor soul! with her 
family of little ones she needs it badly enough. The store girl is 
often forced to take a vacation; without pay during warm weather 
owing to a slack in trade. These are a few of the classes of people 
who do not get a vacation, and yet with their long hours of toil are 
they not more entitled to one than the classes first enumerated? 

If so, why do they not get the same ?

THE FOURTH OF JU L Y .

A day of national celebration which once was commemorated 
as a genuine expression of fealty to the common welfare but whose 
observance has latterly degenerated into a farce. And yet some of 
the methods employed by living celebrants to express their inexpli
cable jubilation are eminently befitting the times and the occasion.

The sky rocket, for example, as utilized by Americans upon 
this festive day is wonderfully symbolic of the prevailing methods 
employed by this new civilization of ours. The sky rocket explodes 
with a great noise, leaps fat iiito the ethereal blue, then, bursting 
with a second report and dazzling brilliancy, soon fades into noth
ingness. This masterful production of the pyrotechnist as it 
spreads its fiery plumage mid-air is, as it were, a handwriting on 
the wall to this age of copipetism and speculation. It foretells im
pending disaster to the financial centres. Railway corporations and 
other combines are launched upon the world with a sounding of 
trumpets and by a watering of stock leap quickly into fame and 
favor; yet a little while and these same concerns which receive an 
impetus from inflation and falsification will burst and be dissipated. 
But the dabblers in fictitious values fail to note the significance of 
unerring prognostications thus expressed.

When a fete is observed it is customary to have a clear concept 
of the motive prompting such celebration, yet Napoleon standing 
before the Sphinx was not confronted with such an enigma as that 
which faces the American in his efforts to explain the reasons for 
a national recognition and commemoration of the fourth day of July. 
Once the happy reminder of a nation’s independence dearly won, 
now nothing but the portend of its dissolution. The stars and 
stripes which were originally the emblem of a potential democracy, 
are now, with their red and white bars, a fore-runner of a revolution’s 
blood and a nation’s virtues disintegrated. The picture of George 
Washington which once fed the ardor of patriots now looks down 
with reproach upon a country doomed to dismemberment through 
corruption and prodigality.

No man can tell why we celebrate the fourth of July. Not 
because of our independence as a people, for that has long since 
departed; nor for the blessings that we can hand down to our pos-
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working for its own interest, they would be pooled to keep up the j houses 
price o f the freight and passenger traffic. A competing road, to 
be of use, should he owned by the people and controlled for their 
benefit, and no plan has ever been presented, that offers the people 
an extrication from their dilemma but the revolutionary one of 
the Bureau of Equitable Commerce originating with the Koreshan 
Unity.

Let the people watch and pray, showing their faith by their 
works, and in a little while something will show up to their ad
vantage.

T h e  C o m p ro m ise  o f th e  F a rm e rs  A llia n e e  w ith  
th e  S ilv e r  N abobs.

If there were nothing else to show the true animus and tendency 
of the Farmers Alliance, and its infidelity to the people, than its bar
gain with the silver miners, it  has already fixed its condemnation: 
its language- is: "G ive us money at two per cent interest and we 
will give you unlimited coinage of silver." To strike hands with 
the silver Shylocks is as bad as to be manipulated by the gold 
cormorants. Free and unlimited coinage of silver means that the 
government promises to insure a market price on stuff which has 
eomparitively ltttle market value, for the exclusive benefit of 
Millionaire Silver mine owners.

The farmers will discover to their final discomfiture that bor
rowing money at two per cent will not free them from the grasp 
of thé tentacles o f the devilfish floating in the watered stocks of 
Railroad Monopolists. WJiy should the people pay any usury on 
that which they can better provide without interest, on the basis 
proposed by the Bureau of Equitable Commerce, with the Koreshan 
Unity behind it? If the people comprise the government they can 
have what they want if they will dispose of the thieving Congress 
and banditti legislatures. Too much legislation enacted by official 
lawyers for the sole benefit of the legal profession is  what the 
people do not want and what they will not have when they once 
get their eyes open to their rights, and methods of securing them.

Tolstoi appears to have stirred up a hornet’s nest among French 
literators by his denunciation of liquor and tobacco, and yet every 
one knows that both these stimulants have a reactionary tendency 
and are therefore injurious, particularly to literary men. If a per
son can write well when under the control of one or both o f these 
vices, poor writing must be the result o f a literary effort on the part 
of such a person when not under such influence. Therefore good 
writing can in the end be uniformly produced by this same one if 
these stimulants are'entirely dispensed with. An excited brain is 
not a safe brain. A  good marksman always needs a clear head and 
steady nerve when firing at the target, which necessaries are never 
superinduced by a use of liquor and tobacco. -inhere ever was a 
time when the wielder o f the pen needs these requisite qualities in 
forging thunderbolts to hurl at social abuses that time is now. No; 
Tolstoi is right and his literary contemporaries o f France are 
wrong. Liquor and tobacco are injurious to the brain and should 
be discarded, especially by brain workers.

T h e  S u m m e r V aea tio n .
theThe minister, the teacher, the prosperous business 

lawyer, the doctor, the dead beat,— all take a vacation during the 
-summer, while the millionaire has access to one whenever he wants 
it. About this time the steamers to Europe are crowded with for
tunate people seeking recreation in foreign lands. The amount of 
money thus transferred to European interests in one year by Amer
icans is prodigious. Summer pleasure-seeking in this country has 
grown to be a mania. People will leave magnificent residences 
surrounded by spacious grounds located in the suburbs of our cit
ies. when old Sol becomes so affectionate in the beamiugs o f his coun
tenance, and hie themselves to Europe,, to  the seashore or to the

usual summer outing
Ministers, alter freely throwing sweet missiles to the fat-pursed 

parishioners during the fall, winter aiid spring, take a respite from 
their base-ball exercise during the summer in order that in the fall 
they may be rei uperated from their exacting athletic sport involv
ing great expenditure of muscle and brain force; particularly that 
of the brain. Then there are the lawyers who have been lying for 
nine or ten months, they must get a rest or else impair the volubil
ity o f their tongues. The prosperous business man, too, must cease 
for a spell from commercial prevarication, otherwise his operations 
for cheating his neighbor might lag through an over-expenditure 
o f mental energy. Tbedoctor and tbedead beat, whoprey upon all 
classes, but particularly the wealthy, must also "take the wihgsof 
the morning and fly to the uttermost parts of the earth" with the 
ides of June or else they would not reap so rich a harvest "when 
the robins nest again".

But who do not get a vaeation during the warm, sweltering 
weather ? W ell, the clerk of the prosperous businessman frequently 
gets no vacation, but works all summer long at his desk early and 
late for ten or fifteen dollars a week; the poor widow who sews 
for a living doesn't get a vacation: though, poor soul! with her 
family o f little ones she needs it badly enough. The store girl is 
often forced to take a vaeation; without pay during warm weather 
owing to a slack in trade. These are a few of the classes of people 
who do not get a vacation, and yet with their long hours of toil are 
they not more entitled to one than the classes first enumerated?

If so, why do they not get the same ?

TH E  FOURTH OF JU L Y .

A day o f national celebration which once was commemorated 
as a genuine expression of fealty to the common welfare but whose 
observance has latterly degenerated into a farce. And yet some of 
the methods employed by living celebrants toexpress their inexpli
cable jubilation are eminently befitting the times and the occasion.

The sky rocket, for example, as utilized by Americans upon 
this festive day is  wonderfully symbolic o f the prevailing methods 
employed by.this new civilization of ours. The sky rocket explodes 
with a great noise, leaps fai into the ethereal blue, then, bursting 
with a second report and dazzling brilliancy, soon fades into noth
ingness. This masterful production of the pyrotechnist as it 
spreads its fiery plumage mid-air is, as it were, a handwriting on 
the wall to this age of competism and speculation. It foretells im
pending disaster to the financial centres. Railway corporations and 
other combines are launched upon the world with a sounding of 
trumpets and by a watering o f stock leap quickly into fame and 
favor; yet a little while and these same concerns which receive an 
impetus from inflation and falsification will burst and be dissipated. 
But the dabblers in fictitious values fail to note the significance of 
unerring prognostications thus expressed.

When a fete is observed it is  customary to have a clear concept 
of the motive prompting such celebration, yet Napoleon standing 
before the Sphinx was not confronted with such an enigma as that 
which faces the American in his efforts to explain the reasons for 
a national recognition and commemoration of the fourth day o f July. 
Once the happy reminder o f a nation's independence dearly won, 
now nothing but the portend of its dissolution. The stars and 
stripes which were originally the emblem of a potential democracy, 
are now, with their red and white bars, a fore-runner of a revolution's 
blood and a nation's virtues disintegrated. The picture of George 
Washington which once fed the ardor of patriots now looks down 
with reproach upon a country doomed to dismemberment through 
corruption and prodigality.

No man can tell why we celebrate the fourth o f July. Not 
because o f our independence as a people, for that has long since 
departed; nor for the blessings that we can hand down to our pos-
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terity for we will have nothing to leave of the American Republic 
but a reminiscence of its once hopeful career. And yet this should 
not be a matter o f  regret for nations in the cq irse of destiny are 
but as

•‘A poor player who struts and frets his hour upon the stage 
Anti then is heard no more.”

The money that is wasted in fireworks on this day is another il 
lustration of the people’s foolish extravagance. One, two, five and 
ten thousand dollars are sent skyward in two or three hours. Eyes 
are blown out, faces disfigured for life and other parts of the body 
maimed, for what? Well, that is the conundrum we would like 
some one to answer, foi to us it is a poser. It is not enough that 
a people should be deprived of their liberties but on the day set 
apart for a farcical celebration of the original achievement of now 
lost liberty to run the risk of being killed by stray bullets or disa
bled by exploding fireworks is somewhat galling. Since, however, 
the fourth of July is a national holiday, thoughtful, truth-loving 
citizens who are alive to the gross injustice of existing conditions 
should appropriate it not for a meaningless exhibition of enthusi
asm or a foolish expenditure of money for that which soon ends in 
noise and smoke, but for the indulgence of health-giving recrea
tion, which, under the competitive system, our over-worked and 
under-paid millions so urgently need.

----- -----------

< The V ita lity  of Our System .

Some people fancy that this paper can not win to its support 
a constituency large enough to make it a potential factor in journal
ism: but herein they will find themselves mistaken. T h e  P l o w 

sh are  and P r u n in g  H o o k  will win to itself a larger and more 
powerful support than any other paper published and we are able 
to give our reasons for making this statement. There are plenty 
of journals published and some which advocate reform measures in 
the conduct of public affairs. Most publications, however, lack 
the moral courage to tell the whole truth; while they may be edited 
with skill and ability and their pages give every evidence of eru
dition, their influence and circulation can prove but ephemeral 
owing to the fact that they are reposing upon moral sentiment 
long since made but which has decayed. In other words their 
main mission for circulating, is to live off of and cater to popular 
prejudice and fallacy. Such a journalistic policy in these days of 
rapid and radical change must prove but short lived and disastrous. 
A great crisis has been reached in the world of thought and the 
journalist who attempts to evade, ridicule, or deny such a self- 
evident proposition is either a knave, a trifler or an idiot, whose 
paper no matter how large its existing circulation or apparen 
influence, must soon be buried in the debris of the crumbling and 
worthless system of social economy’ which he labors to support. 
Appearances are oftentimes deceitful, and popular support when 
not founded upon a great moral principle invariably' proves fickle 
and evanescent.

The gentlemen may cry for peace to their hearts content; they 
may employ their most subtle powers in deceiving the people as 
to the true status of social affairs; they may apologize for and con
ceal the true animus of a governmental policy' which does not con
tain one redeeming feature; they may pooh-pooh the portentous 
signs of approaching revolution; but none of these shallow exped
ients will avert the consummation of an effect heaped up by' the 
operation of a known cause. Modern culture and le.inement with 
all its piccadillies cannot thwart the operation of law and there
fore the sooner the literati and the “ utterly uttah’ ’ become recon
ciled to the inevitable and face the music the better it will be for 
them. As soon as the impending financial crash becomes a reality 
and the millions are running to and fro for bread, the pedantic and 
didactic “ literary feller”  with his high sounding periods and es
thetic notions, the ur.crupulous journalist, famous fop his “ nose 
for news” , and the chit-chat paragiapher with his lightweight 
caliber, will, with their instruments of public communication— 
their lying dailies, society weeklies and erudite monthlies— be left 
to perish by a public driven frantic in its efforts for self-preserva
tion, Passing witticisms, clever epigrams and elusive though well- 
turned sentences will then fall fiat upon the terrified ears of a ca

lamity-stricken race, The booming of the cannon at Fort Sumpter 
fell with startling surprise upon the ears of that large class of 
optim sts who ridiculed the approach of rebellion, and when this 
bloody struggle for the triumph of a great moral principle had ac
complished il s work and the slavery of the black-man was but a 
m itter of history, there vanished with the Southern Confederacy 
and the arrogant Southern planter a host of respectable, patroniz
ing, aimless journals and journalists who were relegated to ob
scurity because they lacked the moral courage to ride upon the 
crest of a great reform wave. History but repeats itself and the 
very clever fellows who fancy they are doing just the thing to 
cater to a vitiated public sense will someday be left to reflect upon 
their folly within the confines of “ innocuous desuetude.”

There are some reform journals which are seemingly fearless 
in their advocacy of right but a close observation will reveal the 
fact that their aim is unskilled and abortive. It w ill not do to alone 
tear down; there must also be some upbuilding. That is a fool
ish man who would demolish his present abode, no matter how di
lapidated it may have become, before supplying another place 
wherein to lay his head. Self-preservation is the first law o f na
ture and must therefore always obtain on the chess-board o f life. 
Calculating, sober people, no matter how desirous they' may be for 
good government, will never desert the old hulk until they' have 
signaled another ship and that is the reason why the various reform
atory schemes which have had their birth only in the minds of en
thusiast c theorists can never win the confidence of any but the 
wild, uututoied and demoralized. What the people are looking for 
is a tangible system of reform which instead of blatant denuncia
tion can erect a solid platform upon which to stand and spread, 
and this is more than socialism, nationalism, or any o f the other 
isms can do— hence they have no substantial support.

The Bureau of Equitable Commerce doss project a practical, 
workable and working plan which, in puerile vernacular, is “ as easy 
as r illiti off a log,”  and one bound to obtain because it meets every 
requirement.

The Patrons of Equitable Commerce become at once part own
ers and sharers of the profits of the system. And patrons, we are 
bound to get, and plenty of them too, because we are able to supply 
groceries and provisions at less than retail prices. W hile we are 
thus supplying the public with the necessaries of life at less than 
current prices we are also building up our own system of exchange 
which must soon render United States currency of small value to 
our Patrons. But this is not all. We shall at once establish a 
school of National Ecmomy where we will educate the people in 
the true piincipies of government and commercial exchange which 
are as different from the methods now in vogue in political and 
commercial life as light is from darkness. This School will be 
established through the mediumsliip of conventions.

I f  you want to win the unwavering support of the masses to a 
particular method of opeiation, put food into their stomachs and 
you have struck the right nerve. It must at once be apparent to 
the clear sighted admitting the practicability of our commercial 
plan, that through its opiratio 1 we will aggregate to ourselves an 
ever increasing constituency which will be more compact and in
vulnerable than a Grecian phalanx. The interests of our Patrons 
will be our interests and i w 11 be to the common interest to rapidly' 
spread and multiply our branches of commerce so that all may be 
benefited thereby. Every Patron will also quite naturally become 
a reader of and agent for t h e  p l o w s h a r e  and p r u n i n g  nook, 
which, having no interest to serve but that of the people, and be
ing afraid of no party or corporation, will hit the nail on the head 
.every time, and through its ever augmenting circulation and en
thusiastic support will become such a power in the land as has 
never been known to journalism This slight review of our plans 
for the reformation of a down-trodden world and revolution of com
mercial methods, gi\es some idea of the amount of vitality possessed 
by the Koreshan system of philosophy.

Believing in the potency of centralization and the futility of 
decentralization vye have an acknowledged head to our system who 
is the master spirit of the whole movement, in its theological, scien
tific and commercial phases. Our conceptions of the economy of life 
are not inspired by musty books or worn out methods but have been 
evoluted from the influx of culminating destiny. Our modes of
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terity for we will have nothing to leave of the American Republic 
but a reminiscence of its once hopeful career. And yet this should 
not be a matter of regret for nations in the co irse of destiny are 
but as

•‘A poor player who struts and frets his hour upon the stage
And then is hoard no more."

The money that is wasted in fireworks on this day is another i l 
lustration of tlfe people's foolish extravagance. One. two. five and 
ten thousand dollars are sent skyward in two or three hours. Eyes 
are blown out, faces disfigured for life and other parts of the body 
maimed, for what? Well, that is the conundrum we would like 
some one to answer, foi to us it is a poser. It is not enough that 
a people should be deprived of their liberties but on tbe day set 
apart for a farcical celebration of the original achievement of now 
lost liberty to run the risk of being killed by stray bullets or disa
bled by exploding fireworks is somewhat galling. Since, however, 
the fourth of July is a national holiday, thoughtful, truth-loving 
citizens who are alive to the gross injustice of existing conditions 
should appropriate it not for a meaningless exhibition of enthusi
asm or a foolish expenditure of money for that which soon ends in 
noise and smoke, but for the indulgence of health-giving recrea
tion, which, under the competitive system. our over worked and 
under-paid millions so urgently need.

* T h e  V i t a l i t y  o f  O u r  S y s t e m .

Some people fancy that this paper can not win to its support 
a constituency large enough to make it a potential factor in journal
ism; but herein they will find themselves mistaken. The P low
share and P r u n i n g  H o o k  will win to itself a larger and more 
powerful support than any other paper published and we are able 
to give our reasons for making this statement. There are plenty 
of journals published and some which advocate reform measures in 
the conduct of public affairs. Most publications, however, lack 
the moral courage to tell the whole truth: while they may be edited 
with skill and ability and their pages give every evidence of eru
dition. their influence and circulation can prove but ephemeral 
owing to the fact that they are reposing upon moral sentiment 
long since made but which has decayed. In other words their 
main mission for circulating, is to live oft* of and cater to popular 
prejudice and fallacy. Such a journalistic policy in these days of 
rapid and radical change must prove but short lived and disastrous. 
A great crisis has been reached in the world of thought and tbe 
journalist who attempts to evade, ridicule, or deny such a self- 
evident proposition is either a knave, a triflcr or an idiot, whose 
paper no matter how large its existing circulation or appaien. 
influence, must soon be buried in the debris of the crumbling and 
worthless system of social economy which he labors to support. 
Appearances are oftentimes deceitful, and popular support when 
not founded upon a great moral principle invariably proves fickle 
and evanescent.

The gentlemen may cry for peace to their hearts content; they 
may employ their most subtle powers in deceiving the people as 
to the true status of social aflairs; they may ap »logize for and con 
ceal the true animus of a governmental policy which does not con
tain one redeeming feature; they may pooh-pooh the portentous 
signs of approaching revolution; but none of these shallow exped
ients will avert the consummation of an effect heaped up by the 
operation of a known cause. Modern culture and ie inement with 
all its piccadillies cannot thwart the operation of law and there
fore the sooner the literati and the ‘ utterly uttah” become recon
ciled to the inevitable and face the music the letter it will be for 
them. As soon as the impending financial crash becomes a reality 
and the millions are running to and fro for bread, the pedantic and 
didactic "literary feller" with his high sounding periods and es
thetic notions, the ui.crapulous journalist, famous for his "nose 
for news” , and the chit chat paragiapher with his lightweight 
caliber, will, with their instruments of public communication—  
their lying dailies, society weeklies and erudite monthlies— be left 
to perish by a public driven frantic in its efforts for self-preserva
tion. Passing witticisms, clever epigrams and elusive though well- 
turned sentences will then fall flat upon the terrified ears of a ca

lamity-stricken race, The booming of the cannon at Fort Sumpter 
fell with startling surprise upon the ears of that large class of 
optini sts who ridiculed the approach of rebellion, and when this 
bloody struggle for the triumph of a great moral principle had ac
complished its work and the slavery of the black-man was but a 
m liter of history, there vanished with the Southern Confederacy 
and the ar.ogaut Southern planter a host of respectable, patroniz
ing. aimless journals and journalists who were relegated to ob
scurity because they lacked the moral courage to ride upon the 
crest of a great reform wave. History but repeats itself and the 
very clever fellows who fancy they aie doing just the thing to 
cater to a vitiated public sense will someday be left to reflect upon 
their folly within the confines of "innocuous desuetude."

There are some reform journals which are seemingly fearless 
in their advocacy of right but a close observation will reveal the 
fact that their aim is unskilled and abortive. It will not do to alone 
tear down; there must also l»e some upbuilding. That is a fool
ish man who would demolish his present alxxle, no matter how di
lapidated it may have become, before supplying another place 
wherein to lay Iris head. Self-preservation is the first law of na
ture and must therefore always obtain on the chess-board of life. 
Calculating, sober people, no matter how desirous they may be for 
good government, will never desert the old hulk until the)- have 
signaled another ship and that is the reason why the various reform
atory schemes which have had their birth only in the minds of en
thusiast c theorists can never win the confidence of any but the 
wild, untutoied and demoralized. What the people are looking for 
is a tangible system of reform which instead of blatant denuncia
tion can erect a solid platform upon which to stand and spread, 
and this is more than socialism, nationalism, or any of the other 
isms can do— hence they have no substantial support.

The Bureau of Equitable Commerce does project a practical, 
workable and working plan which, in puerile vernacular, is "as easy 
a? r .Uin off a log." and one hound to obtain because it meets every 
requirement.

The Patrons of Equitable Commerce become at once part own
ers and sharers of the profits of the system. And patrons, we are 
bound to get. and plenty of them too. because we are able to supply 
groceries and provisions at less than retail prices. W hile we are 
thus supplying the public with the necessaries of life at less than 
current prices we are also building up our own system of exchange 
which must soon render United States currency of small value to 
o.ir Patrons. But this is not all. We shall at once establish a 
school of National Fc >nomy where we will educate the people in 
the true principles of government and commercial exchange which 
are as different from the methods now in vogue in political and 
commercial life as light is from darkness. This School will be 
established through the mediumship of conventions.

If you want to win the unwavering support of the masses to a 
particular method of opeiation, put f<x»d into their stomachs and 
you have struck the right nerve. It must at once be apparent to 
the clear sighted admitting the practicability of our commercial 
plan, that through its op .-ratio i we will aggregate to ourselves an 
ever incieasing constituency which will be more compact and in
vulnerable than a Grecian phalanx. The interests of our Patro is 
will be our interests and i w 11 lx.- to the common interest to rapidly 
spread and multiply our branches of commerce so that all may be 
benefited thereby. Every Patron will also quite naturally become 
a reader of and agent for t h e  p l o w s h a r e  and p r u n i n g  n o o k ,  

which, havi ig no interest to serve but that of the people, and be
ing afra.d of no party or corporation, will hit the nail on the head 
every time, and through its ever augmenting circulation and en
thusiastic support will laconic such a power in the land as has 
never been known tojournaliim This slight review of our plans 
f.>r the reformation of a down-trodde i world and revolution of com
mercial methods, gi\es some idea of the amount of vitality possessed 
by the Koreshan system of philosophy.

Believing in the potency of centralization and the futility of 
decentralization \\e have an acknowledged head to our system who 
is the master spirit of the whole movement, in its theological, scien
tific and commercial phases. Our conceptions of the economy of life 
are not inspired by musty books or worn out methods but have l»een 
evoluted from the influx of culminating destiny. Our modes of
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procedure are logical, methodical and equitable, and our labyrinth 
of machinery while just unfolding is without a flaw in its masterful 
conception. We shall demonstrate to the world by our movements 
that we hold the key to the situation. The ICoreshan system of 
universal economy will demolish the modern church with its hypoc
risy, demonstrate the fallacies of modern science, and by its match
less system of equitable exchange seal the doom of the money 
changer and obliterate the legislative dens of thievery.

THE PLUM BER.

The plumber, like the broker, is one of the evolutions of the 
nineteenth century. The plumber is shrewd. He has carefully 
gauged the situation and purposes to make the most of it. The 
assassin may execute his bloody work but “ murder will out”  and 
the gallows fixes his doom; the bank cashier may embezzle funds 
but detection is sure to follow; the policeman may go to sleep on 
his beat but the sergeant or lieutenant is sure, some day, to catch 
him napping; the lover can prove false to his betrothed and is 
met with the inevitable suit for breach of promise; a woman can 
declare that she is “just 19”  when screened by the friendly aid of 
paint, powder, and stays, but some day when taken unawares she 
looms up in all her aged hideousness and the lie is out; the mer
chant may misrepresent his wares but his customers are sure to 
find out that he has been deceiving them, and then., so far as they 
are concerned his “ goose is fooked” ; the politician may hood
wink his constituents and finally pay the penalty amid the shades 
of private life; the Prince of Wales may gamble at baccarat and at 
last have the facts aired in court; the colored gentleman may pil
fer the hennery and pay the penalty with a load of buckshot or by 
a basilar incision of canine teeth; the small boy may get among 
the jellies yet cannot escape a maternal rebuke; the rat may tam
per with the pantry and even he will round out his illustrious ca
reer in the tenacious tentacles of the trap; but the plumber, Oh! the 
plumber! Have any of his nefarious tribe ever been intercepted in 
their villainy? • Like “ Jack, the Ripper,”  he stands out in bold 
relief as the masterful evader of justice.

Has any one ever dared to follow the plumber in his work of 
devastation among the ramifications of the lead pipe? Did he ever 
confess? Was he ever known to loosen his death-like grip upon 
the suffering house-holder? Are his visitations not more frequent 
than those of the doctor, thedunneror the book agent? Did you ever 
note the artless non-commital expression of his face? If the plum
ber were ever to make a clean breast of it his would eclipse any 
tale recorded in the annals of crime. But, no! He cannot, he 
dare not, confess. He is a close student of men andmethods and 
knows full well that the policy adopted in the commercial world is; 
“ Dog eat dog,”  and that piracy to day is peerless in the methods 
it employs for the acquisition of gold. He has adopted a profession 
that absolutely defies detection in its dishonesty and how he 
chuckles over a knowledge of this fact! How long must we 
endure him?

Well, the methods of the plumber afford a good indication of the 
business ’ relations of mankind. When the present commercial 
tactics are revolutionized we will have honest plumbers; not before.

Now I am credibly informed that this company, over 250 in num
ber, is constituted almost wholly of Catholics; and I am told that 
military companies similarly composed are springing into exist
ence in the large factory towns all over New England. Can it be 
that military companies thus constituted are merely fortuitous? 
What sane man can believe this? In John C. Calhoun’s time, and 
for not less than fifteen years preceeding our war of the rebellion, 
military companies were formed and kept in active drill, periodi
cally, throughout the Southern States, until the war-cloud burst 
upon us in 1861. Should not one such lesson be a sufficient warn- 
ing?

But we are not wanting in other significators bearing in the 
same direction. While your correspondent was in Boston last 
autumn,(I think it was early in the month of October) there occur
red one of the largest processions of Catholics I had ever seen 
marching through the principal streets of the city under arms! 
For two full hours the street on which I stood was blocked by the 
passing pageant. They were Father Mathew Temperance So
cieties;— at least so their banners said. What at once struck me 
as remarkable was the fact that no one I talked with on the subject 
seemed to think there was any thing incongruous in the matter of 
a body of temperance men bearing arms: still less did it sefem to 
occur to any one that these were Catholics— in large proportion, of 
foreign birth— marching in cadence to the music of Rome— whither 
and for what purpose the rank and file of them may have but the 
faintest perception to day. ‘Tis likely the average Bostonian 
would have smiled compassionately at me had 1 given him a full 
translation of the thoughts that passed through my mind on that 
occasion; and certainly no daily paper in the city, would have 
dared put them in print.

Three years ago this month (June) the people of this town were 
much stirred up on the important (?) question whether its High 
School graduating excercises should be opened with prayer, 
a Catholic priest, being one of the School-committeemen at the time, 
strenuously objecting on the grounds that the expenses attending 
the same, being paid out of the common school fund, it was not 
the intention of the public that the town’s money should be ex
pended for religious purposes of any kind. “ Catholics,”  he said 
“ cannot attend the religious exercises of any denomination but 
their own without offending against the rules of their church. 
We oppose prayer in the public school: why should we not oppose 
it at graduation?” Then in answer to a question he said: “ Yes, 
there will be prayer at the graduation; but it is against my solemn 
protest. I am but one against two. The scholars have voted on 
the matter, and a majority of them are in favor of having prayer; 
but it may be well for these people to remember that the time is coming 
when they will not be in the majority. When that time comes they 
may be able to see this matter in a different light,—  especially if  the 
Catholics should attempt to force them to participate in religious exercises 
which are distasteful to them.” I make no point here of the fact that 
his reverence, the priest, objected to protestant prayers or other 
religious exercises on the occasion referred to; because I do not my
self believe that prayers, made to order and merely formal in their 
character, can be regarded as particularly efficacious or morally help
ful on such occasions. I only give it as the furnishing cause of 
the intimation pregnant with which the priest followed it, namely, 
_“ that the time is coming when they will not be in the majority!”

THE HIDDEN HAND.

[From a New England Correspondent!]
“ In all deceivableness of unrighteousness” the Jesuitical 

power is everywhere in this country working with cunning hand, 
and with comprehensive and far-reaching schemes, for the subver
sion of civil and religious liberty; and yet our people seeing, see 
not, and hearing do not understand, nor even dream of what is in 
preparation for them. Particularly is this manifest in the busi
ness centres of New England where factories abound and foreign
ers mostly congregate. Here where I am is a large manufacturing 
town, comprising— as all such towns do— people who are chiefly 
of foreign birth. Two or three years ago a military company was 
formed, and was furnished with arms by the state authorities. 
This company meets frequently for exercise in the manual of arms.

The past history of the Catholic Church, and the volcanic and 
barbaric elements which so largely compose its present following, 
do not give us a very assuring or rose colored view of what we 
may reasonably expect in the day of its ascendancy and triumph, 
if that should ever come; which seems now far from improbable. 
Indeed this is the one bright hope which the Romish Church most 
often, and with the greatest persistency, holds up to the eyes of 
her deluded children. When we see her myrmidons swarming to 
our shores from the sinking kingdoms of dying Europe, do we 
realize the Jesuitical forces which are at work on both sides of the 
great ocean to marshal them on their way hither, and to distribute 
and direct them after their arrival?— on the one side, with money 
in hand to put them on ship-board and pay their fare (money fur
nished, as is known, through labor-contract agencies, by millionaire 
mining and railroad corporations, because these want and will have
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procedure are logical, methodical and equitable, and our labyrinth 
of machinery while just unfolding is without a ilaw in its masterful 
conception. We shall demonstrate to the world by our movements 
that we hold the key to the situation. The Koreslian system of 
universal economy will demolish the modern church with its hypoc
risy, demonstrate the fallacies of modern science, and by its match
less system of equitable exchange seal the doom of the money
changer and obliterate the legislative dens of thievery.

TH E PLUM BER.

The plumber, like the broker, is one of the evolutions of the 
nineteenth century. The plumber is shrewd. He has carefully 
gauged the situation and purposes to make the most of it. lhe 
assassin may execute his bloody work but "murder will out" and 
the gallows fixes his doom; the bank cashier may embezzle funds 
but detection is sure to follow; the policeman may go to sleep on 
his beat but the sergeant or lieutenant is sure, some day, to catch 
him napping; the lover can prove false to his betrothed and 
met with the inevitable suit for breach of promise; a woman can 
declare that she is  “ just 19" when screened by the friendly aid of 
paint, powder, and stays, but some day when taken unawares she 
looms up in all her aged hideousness and the lie is out; the mer
chant may misrepresent his wares but his customers are sure to 
find out that he has been deceiving them, and then, so far as they 
are concerned his "goose is fooked": the politician may hood
wink his constituents and finally pay the penalty amid the shades 
o f private life; the Prince of Wales may gamble at baccarat and at 
last have the facts aired in court; the colored gentleman may pil
fer the hennery and pay the penalty with a load of buckshot or by 
a basilar incision of canine teeth; the small boy may get among 
the jellies yet cannot escape a maternal rebuke; the rat may tam
per with the pantry and even he will round out his illustrious ca
reer in the tenacious tentaclesof the trap; but the plumber, Oh! the
plumber! Have any of his nefarious tribe ever been intercepted in 
their villainy? • Like "Jack, the Ripper," he stands out in bold 
relief as the masterful evader o f justice.

Has any one ever dared to follow the plumber in his work of 
devastation among the ramifications o f the lead pipe? Did he ever 
confess? W as he ever known to loosen his death-like grip upon 
the suffering house-holder? Are his visitations not more frequent 
than thoseof the doctor, thedunneror the book agent? Did you ever 
note the artless non-cominital expression of his face? If the plum
ber were ever to make a clean breast o f it his would eclipse any 
tale recorded in the annals o f crime. But, no! He cannot, he 
dare not, confess. He is a close student o f men andmethods and 
knows full well that the policy adopted in the commercial world 
"Dog eat dog," and that piracy to  day is peerless in the methods 
it  employs for the acquisition of gold. He has adopted a profession 
that absolutely defies detection in its dishonesty and how he 
chuckles over a knowledge o f this fact! How long must we 
endure him?

Well, the methods of the plumber afford a good indication of the 
business relations o f mankind. When the present commercial 
tactics are revolutionized we will have honest plumbers; not before.

TH E HIDDEN HAND.

{From o New England Correspondent!]
"In all deceivableness o f  unrighteousness" the Jesuitical 

power is everywhere in this country working with cunning hand, 
and with comprehensive and far-reaching schemes, for the subver
sion of civil and religious liberty; and yet our people seeing, see 
not, and hearing do not understand, nor even dream of what is in 
preparation for them. Particularly is this manifest in the busi
ness centres of New England where factories abound and foreign
ers mostly congregate. Here where I am is a large manufacturing 
town, comprising— as all such towns do— people who are chiefly 
of foreign birth. Two or three years ago a military company was 
formed, and was furnished with arms by the state authorities. 
This company meets frequently for exercise in the manual o f arms.

Now 1 am credibly informed that this company, over 250 in num
ber, is constituted almost wholly of Catholics; and 1 am told that 
military companies similarly composed arc springing into exist
ence in the large factory towns all over New England. Can it be 
that military companies thus constituted are merely fortuitous? 
What sane man can believe this? In John C. Calhoun's time, and 
for not less than fifteen years proceeding our war o f the rebellion, 
military companies were formed and kept in active drill, periodi
cally, throughout the Southern States, until the war-cloud burst 
upon us in 1861. Should not one such lesson be a sufficient warn
ing?

But we arc not wanting in other significators bearing in the 
same direction. While your correspondent was in Boston last 
autumn,(I think it was early in the month of October) there occur
red one of the largest processions of Catholics I had ever seen—  
matching through the principal streets o f the city under arms! 
For two full hours the street on which I stood was blocked by the 
passing pageant. They were Father Mathew Temperance So
cieties;— at least so their banners said. What at once struck me 
as remarkable was the fact that no one I talked with on the subject 
seemed to think there was any thing incongruous in the matter of 

body of temperance men bearing arms: still less did it seem to 
occur to any one that these were Catholics— in large proportion, of 
foreign birth— marching in cadence to the music of Rome— whither 
and for what purpose the rank and file of them may have but the 
faintest perception to day. -Tis likely the average Bostonian 
would have smiled compassionately at me had 1 given him a full 
translation of the thoughts that passed through my mind on that 
occasion; and certainly no daily paper in the city , would have 
dared put them in print.

Three years ago this month (June) tl,e people ofthis town were 
much stirred up on the important (?) question whether its High 
School graduating excercises should be opened with prayer,—  
a Catholic priest, l>eing one of the School-committeemen at the time, 
strenuously objecting on the grounds that the expenses attending 
the same, being paid out of the common school fund, it was not 
the intention of the public that the town's money should be ex
pended for religious purposes of any kind. "Catholics,”  he said 
"cannot attend the religious exercises o f any denomination but 
their own without offending against the rules of their church. 
W e oppose prayer in the public school: why should we not oppose 
it at graduation?" Then in answer to a question he said: “ Yes, 
there will be prayer at the graduation; but it is  against my solemn 
protest. I am but one against two. The scholars have voted on 
the matter, and a majority o f them are in favor o f  having prayer; 
but it may he w ell for these people to remember that the time is coming 
when they w ilt not he in Hu majority. When that time conies they 
may be able to see this matter in a different light .— especially if  the 
Catholics should attempt to force them to participate in religious exercises 
which are distasteful to them.” I make no point here o f the fact that 
his reverence, the priest, objected to protestant prayers or other 
religious exercises on the occasion referred to; because I do not my
self believe that prayers, made to order and merely formal in their 
character, can be regarded as particularly efficacious or morally help
ful on such occasions. I only give it as the furnishing cause of 
the intimation pregnant with which the priest followed it, namely,
_“ that the time is coming when they w ill not be in the majority!”

The past history o f  the Catholic Church, and the volcanic and 
barbaric elements which so largely compose its present following, 
do not give us a very assuring or rose colored view of what we 
may reasonably expect in the day of its ascendancy and triumph, 
if  that should ever come; which seems now far from improbable. 
Indeed this is the one bright hope which the Romish Church most 
often, and with the greatest persistency, holds up to the eyes of 
her deluded children. When we see her myrmidons swarming to 
our shores from the sinking kingdoms of dying Europe, do we 
realize the Jesuitical forces which are at work on both sides o f the 
great ocean to marshal them on their way hither, and to distribute 
and direct them after their arrival?—on the one side, with money 
in hand to put them on ship-board and pay their fare (money fur
nished, as is known, through labor-contract agencies, by millionaire 
mining and railroad corporations, 1 recause these want and will have
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cheap labor, at w hat ever peril to the country); and on the other, to 
receive and send them forth l ik e  cattle  where they are wanted? A n y  
one who w ill take the pains to inquire w ill find that these foreign 
labor-contract agencies are m ostly, and perhaps entirely— except 
in China and Japan— m anipulated b y Jesuits. A n  Italian told me 
this very day that all Italians who come to th is coun try through 
these agencies are supposed to be Catholics; and that their pass
age money is paid, and their tickets  furnished to them  by or 
through said  agencies. Those who can p ay for them , do so; and 
those who cannot, get them all the same.

As to the question of a State furnishing arms to societies— re
ligious or other— for holiday occasions; or even to com panies of 
State m ilitia constituted exclu siv e ly  of any p articular party or sect; 
it is a thing w hich  for obvious reasons ought never to be done. 
The very fact of a body o f men so composed m akin g  such a request, 
should cast it  under im m ediate suspicion. One m ay ask “ W h y 
not?— W hat is the special danger to be apprehended from i t ? ”  
Well, let us take  the Father M athew  procession in Boston last fall 
as an instance. P leading precedent, it  m ay continue to h ave such 
processions, and march under arms on h oliday occasions t ill it  be
comes an established usage. B ye and bye, in some one of the m any 
labor-troubles that are becoming more and more frequent and clam 
orous as the years roll on, there w ill be one o f those great popular 
uprisings— another M artinsburg affair, on ly on a far grander scale 
— such as Gen. O rdw av so g rap hically  described in h is address to 
a W ashington audience not long ago. It reaches such appallin g 
proportions that the whole country is paralyzed and the strong arm 
of the governm ent finds- itself over-m atched in its methods of deal
ing with it. Rom e’s myrmidons are in it, and am ong them are 
the chief conspirators. The lords o f Mammon tremble; for it  is 
Rome’s opportunity. The Rom ish C hurch is the only strong u n i
tary political and religious body in the U nited States, and they know 
it; and that she is ready to m ake “ friends of the mammon o f u n 
righteousness”  for religious and p olitical ascendancy they also know  
right well. A  word from her to the leaders of her legions w ill stop 
the fray and “ peace w ill reign in W a rsa w .”  Under such stress of 
dire calam ity in vo lv in g  their own ruin, w hat price w ill the gam blers 
of the nation— the lords o f Mammon— not p ay to end the reign of 
anarchy w hich  their own greed and avarice w ill have brought 
upon the country ? W ill they h aggle  w ith  Rome for terms then 
in order to save some faint shadow of the free governm ent w hich  
their own hands w ill have destroyed, w hen a word from her to her 
legions would stop the burnin g and the slaughter ? B elieve it  not!

More m ight be said; more ou ght to be said; nay, more w ill be 
said pn this subject hereafter; fot other pens w ill be employed as 
the heat of the cam paign increases; but th is m ust suffice for now.

T w e n t y-e ig h t  members o f the New Y ork Stock E xch an ge  
have been disciplined for run n in g across the board room floor. 
They were fined $1,00 each. T h is  is ’ nt a circum stance to the dis
cipline they w ill some d ay receive at the hands of the people upon 
whom they h ave been liv in g  by their gam blin g  methods.

M ONEY P A R T IE S.

Having reviewed the history of our money, and shown how iniquitous is 
our present financial system upon the debtor and the laborer and producer, 
we pause to reflect and ask ourselves “how came these things to be?” They 
oame through laws passed by Congress from time to time. Who was in Con
gress? The men whom our votes sent there. Why did not our representative 
oppose such laws? For reasons of his own. Why, at least, has he not told us 
about it himself? Because, perhaps, he did not understand it himself, and did 
not care to acknowledge his ignorance; perhaps he was a party to it and had 
more sense than to tell of his misdeeds. Perhaps the caucus favored these, 
laws, and he believed in serving the party, not the people. He probably will 
blame it on the “other party.” The party to be blamed, I have often noticed, 
is always like the soft side of a brick, “the other side.” It would be best to 
• educate yourself thoroughly on the subject and then ask him to explain. Be 
sure, too, to find out his record from (not him) the Congressional Record. Can 
either party (Republican or Democratic) prove their innocence in this great 
game of enslaving the people on the “European plan, led on by England?” 
The measure providing for and originating contraction (passed April 12, 1867) 
shows in the Congressional Record that in the House fifty-five Republicans 
and twenty-eight Democrats voted for it. In the Senate all but seven voted for 
it, and they were Republicans. A' majority of both parties voted for 
it. The act to resume specie payments—that is, to declare that the paper

money with which the soldier and laborer and producer had been paid was not 
good, and we must go to specie or coin. The Republicans voted for it and the 
Democrats solidly against it, because it called for this resumption in four years 
instead of immediately. My grounds for this assertion are solid. Read them. 
Democratic platform of 1876 :

“We denounce the financial imbecility and immorality of that party (the 
Republican) which * * * while annually professing to intend a speedy return 
to specie payments, has annually enacted fresh hindrances thereto. As such a 
hindrance we denounce the act of 1875.”

Both parties in favor of it : only the Democrats wanted it at once. In a 
speech in New York, September 23., 1880, Senator Bayard said :

“ I am for resumption, and the Democratic candidates for President and 
Vice-President want the same kind of resumption that I do—a real and not a 
sham resumption.”

In a letter written in December, 1879, Senator Wade Hampton said :
“ It would be sound policy, therefore, for us to do our duty and wipe out 

the greenbacks.”
President Hayes’ message, the same year and month, said :
“The retirement from circulation of the United States notes is a step to - 

be taken in our progress toward a safe and stable currency.”
John Sherman, Republican chairman of the Senate Committee on Fi

nance, reported in favor of the same. Certainly both parties were in favor of 
contraction of the currency, and both favored resumption of specie payment 
and destruction of greenbacks.

• Now let us examine the records of the two parties upon the national 
bank question. The Republican party instituted and has ever fostered the 
national banks ; although Lincoln gave them a parting warning when he said 
that he feared that “in the near future all wealth would be aggregated in the 
hands of the few, and the Republic destroyed.” Is it not time that Republic
ans were heeding this prophecy of the greatest Republican? In a speech in 
New York in September, 1880, Senator Bayard said :

“ I have seen it charged that the Democratic party were foes to national 
banks ; but I am at a loss to know the authority for this. The platforms of the 
party contain no such suggestion and admit of no such construction ; and it is 

• very certain that for second place on our ticket we have named Mr. Wm. H. 
English, of Indiana, one of the ablest financiers and best business men in the 
whole country, whose management oh thè affairs of a national bank of which 
he was president was conspicuous for its success.”

Having failed in their ticket with a man favoring the banks as “second 
place,”  the Democrats next time put one known to favor them in the first 
place and the Wall street mugwumps elected Cleveland. Mr. Cleveland in re
turn for their votes made Manning Secretary of the Treasury ; Jordan, United 
States Treasurer, and Canda, sub-treasurer at New York—all three of them 
being stockholders and officers in the Western National Bank of New York. 
In 1887 President Cleveland (or his secretary, with his knowledge and consent), 
instituted the placing of large sums of government money with the national 
banks free of charge. And this same pet bank (the Western National) received 
eleven hundred thousand of it.

The Hon. John G. Carlisle, that paragon and priest of this latter-day 
democracy, who with withering emphasis pronounces the Alliance sub-treasury 
bill “un-Democratic,” has a record also. The national banks not satisfied with 
the great power and iniquitous privileges already granted, desired to be further 
favored. They are allowed to issue bank notes to the amount of 90 per cent of 
their government bonds. They desired to issue up to the full value. The bill 
when introduced had to be referred to the Committee on’Banking. Mr. Carlisle 
as Speaker of the House had the appointment of that committee, and he put 
on it a majority of men known to be friends of the banks. And yet John G. 
Carlisle sets himself up as a judge and expounder of democracy. Cleveland 
has become the great Democrat and Bayard the pure apostle of faith. If they 
be Democrats at all, they must be better Democrats than were Thomas Jeffer
son, Andrew Jackson and John C. Calhoun ; for we have handed down to us 
the records of those great men ; men whose names will never fade, nor whose 
words be forgotten so long as America has a history, or liberty a resting place 
for the sole of her foot. Hear the words of Thomas Jefferson, the father of 
democracy :

“ I 'sincerely believe with you that banks are more dangerous than stand
ing armies. Put down the banks, aud if this country cannot be carried through 
the longest war against her most powerful enemy, without loading us with 
perpetual debt, I know nothing of my countrymen.”

Again, in a letter dated December 13, 1803, Mr. Jefferson.says :
“This institution is one of most deadly hostility existing against the 

principles and form of our Constitution. That it is hostile we know—first, 
from a knowledge of the principles of the persons who compose the body 'of 
their directors and stockholders ; second, from the sentiments of the news
papers they support. Treasury bills or notes, bottomed on taxes, and thrown 
into circulation, will take the place of so much gold and silver, but bank paper 

■ must be suppressed and the circulation restored to whom it belongs,”
Andrew Jackson, in his farewell address, devoted a long space to the old 

United States bank, every word of it endeavoring to impress upon Congress 
the danger to our government and liberties from that institution. I select from 
it these words :

“The result of the ill-advised legislation which established this great 
monopoly was to concentrate the whole moneyed power of the Union, with 
boundless means of corruption and its numerous dependents, under the direc
tion and command of one acknowledged head ; thus organizing this particular 
interest as one body, and enabling it to bring forward upon any occasion its 
entire strength to support or defeat any measure of government. In the 
hands of this formidable power, thus perfectly organized, was also placed un
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cheap lalx>r, at what ever peril to the country): and on the other, to 
receive and send them forth like cattle where they are wanted? Any 
one who will take the pains to inquire will find that these foreign 
labor-contract agencies are mostly, and perhaps entirely— except 
in China and Japan— manipulated by Jesuits. An Italian told me 
this very day that all Italians who come to this country through 
these agencies are supposed to be Catholics; and that their pass
age money is paid, and their tickets furnished to them by or 
through said agencies. Those who can pay for them, do so; and 
those who cannot, get them all the same.

As to the question of a State furnishing arms to societies— re
ligious or other— for holiday occasions; or even to companies of 
State militia constituted exclusively of any particular party or sect: 
it is a thing which for obvious reasons ought never to be done. 
The very fact of a body of men so composed making such a request, 
should cast it under immediate suspicion. One may ask “ Why 
not?— What is the special danger to be apprehended from it ?” 
Well, let us take the Father Mathew procession in Boston last fall 
as an instance. Pleading precedent, it may continue to have such 
processions, and march under arms on holiday occasions till it be
comes an established usage. Bye and bye, in some one of the many 
labor-troubles that are becoming more and more frequent and clam
orous as the years roll on, there will be one of those great popular 
uprisings— another Martinsburg affair, only on a far grander scale 
—such as Gen. Ordway so graphically described in his address to 
a Washington audience not long ago. It reaches such appalling 
proportions that the whole country is paralyzed and the strong arm 
of the government finds itself over-matched in its methods of deal
ing with it. Rome’s myrmidons are in it, and among them are 
the chief conspirators. The lords of Mammon tremble; for it is 
Rome’s opportunity. The Romish Church is the only strong uni
tary political and religious body in the United States, and they know 
it; and that she is ready to make “ friends of the mammon of un
righteousness" for religious and political ascendancy they also know 
right well. A word from her to the leaders of her legions will stop 
the fray and "peace will reign in Warsaw.”  Under such stress of 
dire calamity involving their own ruin, what price will the gamblers 
of the nation— the lords of Mammon— not pay to end the reign of 
anarchy which their own gieed and avarice will have brought 
upon the country ? Will they haggle with Rome for terms then 
in order to save some faint shadow of the free government which 
their own hands will have destroyed, when a word from her to her 
legions would stop the burning and the slaughter ? Believe it not!

More might lie said; more ought to lie said; nay. more will be 
said on this subject hereafter: foi other pens will be employed as 
the heat of the campaign increases; but this must suffice for now.

T wrnty-kight members of the New York Stock Exchange 
have been disciplined for running across the board room floor. 
They were fined $i,oo each. This is’nt a circumstance to the dis
cipline they will some day receive at the hands of the people upon 
whom they have been living by their gambling methods.

M ONEY PA R T IE S.

Having review«?«! tlie history of our money, ami shown how ini«|iiiloiis is 
our present flnanciul system upon the d«*btor am! the laborer and produeer, 
we pause to reflect and ask ourselves “how came these things to be?" Tboy 
came through laws passed by Congress from time to tint«'. Who was in Con
gress? The men whom our votes sent there. Why did not our ropn-sentative 
oppose such laws? For reasons of his own. Why, at least, has he not told us 
about It himself? Because, perhaps, he did not understand It himself, nnd «lid 
not core to noknowledge his Ignorance; perhaps he was a party to it nnd hail 
more sense than to tell of his misdeeds. Perhaps the caucus favored th«'8e 
laws, and he believe«l in serving the party, not the |>eoplo. He probably will 
blame it on the "other party.” The party to be blnmc«l, I have often noticed, 
Is always like the soft side of a brick, "the other side." It would bo nest to 
• educate yourself thoroughly on the subject nn«l then ask him to explain. Be 
sure, too, to And out his record from (not him) tho Congressional Record. Can 
either party (Republican or Democratic) prove their inn«»ccnco in this gr«>at 
game of enslaving the people on the "European plan, le«l on by Englaml?" 
The measure providing for nnd originating contraction (|>osse<l April 12. 1867> 
shows In tho Congressional Record that in the House flfty-flve Republicans 
and twenty-eight Democrats voted for it. In the Senate all but seven voted for 
it, and they were Republicans. A majority of both parties voted for 
it. The act to resume specie payments—that is, to declare that tho paper

money with which tho soldier nnd laborer nnd producer had been {»id was not 
good, nnd wo must go to specie or coin. The Republicans voted for it and the 
Democrats solidly against it, boenuso it culled for this resumption in four years 
inst«>ad of immcdintcly. My grounds for this assertion are solid. Read them. 
Democratic platform of 1876:

"We denounce the flnnncinl imbecility nn«l immorality of that party (the 
Republican) which * • * while annually professing to intend a speedy return 
to specie payments, has annually enacted fresh hiiulmnees thereto. As such a 
hindrance we denounce the act of 1875."

Both ¡Mirlics in favor of it; only the Democrats wanted It at once. In a 
speech in Now York, September 23., 1880, Senator Bayard said :

"I am for resumption, and the Democratic cnmlUlates for President nnd 
Vice-President want the same kind of resumption that I do—a real and not a 
sham resumption."

In a letter written in December, 1879, Senator Wade Hampton said:
"It would l>e sound policy, therefore, for us to do our duty an«l wipe out 

the greenbacks.”
President Hayes' message, the same year and month, said:
"The retirement from circulation of the United States notes is a step to - 

In? taken in our progn>ss toward a safe and stable currency.”
John Shermnn, Republican chairman of the Senate Committee on Fi

nance, reported in favor of the same. Certainly both ¡«rtles were in favor of 
contraction of the currency, nnd both favoml resumption of specie payment 
anil ilestruction of greenbacks.

Now let us examine the records of tho two parties upon the national 
bank qu«»stion. The Republican party instituted and has ever fostered the 
national banks; although Lincoln gave them a parting warning whon he said 
that ho feared that "in the near future all wealth would bo aggregate«! in tho 
hands of the few, and the Republic destroyed.” Is it not time that Republic
ans were heeding this prophecy of the grout«*st Republican? In a speech in 
Now York in September, 1880, Senator Bayard said:

"I have seen it charged that the Democratic party were foos to national 
banks; but I am at a loss to know the authority for this. The platforms of the 
party contain no such suggestion nnd admit of no such construction; and it Is 
very certain that for second place on our ticket we have named Mr. Win. H. 
English, of Indiana, one of the ablest flnanci«>rs nnd best business men in tho 
whole country, whose management of> the affairs of a national bank of which 
ho was president was conspicuous for its success.”

Having failed in their ticket with a man favoring the banks ns "second 
place,” the Democrats next time put one known to favor them in tho flrst 
place nnd the Wall street mugwumps elected Cleveland. Mr. Cleveland in re
turn f«>r their votes matlo Manning Secretary of the Treasury; Jordan, Unite«! 
Stat«>s Treasurer, nuil Cauda, sub-treasurer at New York—all three of them 
being stockholders nnd officers in the \V«'stern National Bank of Now York. 
In 1887 President Cl«?veinnd (or his secretary, with his knowk'dge and consent), 
instituted the placing of large sums of government money with the national 
banks free of charge. And this same pet bunk (the WYstern National) received 
eleven hundred thousand of it.

The Hon. John G. Carlisle, that paragon nnd priest of this lntter-dny 
democracy, who with withering emphasis pronounces the Alliance sub-traasury 
bill "uu-Democratic,” has n record also. The national banks not satisfied with 
the great power nnd ini«|uitous privileg«>s already grant«Ml, desired to be further 
favored. They are allowed to issue bunk notes to the amount of 90 per cent of 
their government bonds. They d«?sircd to issue up to the full value. The bill 
when introduced had to be referred to the Committee on'Banking. Mr. Carlisle 
as Speaker of the House ha«l tho appointment of that committee, aud he put 
on it a majority of men known to be friends of the banks. And yet John G. 
Carlisle sets himself up ns a judge and expounder of democracy. Cleveland 
lias become the great Democrat au«l Bayard tho pure apostlo of faith. If they 
be Democrats at all, they must lx' better Democrats than were Thomas Jeffer
son, Andrew Jackson and John C. Calhoun; for we have hun«le«l «town to us 
the recoals of those great men; men whose names will never fade, nor whose 
words be forgotten so long as America has a history, or liberty a resting place 
for tho sole of her f«x»t. Hour the wonls of Thomas Jefferson, tho father of 
democracy:

" I ‘sincerely believe with you that bunks are more dangerous than stand
ing armh'S. Put down the banks, aud if this couutry cannot be carried through 
tho longest war against her m«>st powerful enemy, without loading us with 
perp«'tuul debt, I know nothing of my countrymen.”

Again, in a letter dated December 13. 1803, Mr. Jefferson says:
"This institution Is ono of most «leadly hostility existing against tho 

principles and form of our Constitution. That it is hostile we know—flrst, 
from a knowhtlgo of the principles of the persons who compose tho Ixaly 'of 
their directors nnd stockholders; second, from the sentiments of the news
papers they support. Treasury bills or notes, bottome«l on tuxes, and thrown 
into circulation, will take the place of so much gohl and silver, but bank paper 
must be suppressed nnd tho circulation restore«! to whom it belongs.”

Andrew Jackson, in his farewell address, devote«! a long spaoo to tho old 
United States bank, every wor«l of it endeavoring to imprass upon Congress 
the danger to our government nn«l liberties from that institution. I sel«>ct from 
it those* words:

"The result of the ill-advised legislation which established this gn>at 
monopoly was to concentrate tho whole moneyod power of the Union, with 
boundless means of corruption and its numerous dcpenilents, under the direc
tion and command of one ncknowledg«>d heud; thus organizing this particular 
Interest as one body, and enabling it to bring forward upon any occasion Its 
entire strength to support or defeat any measure of government. In tho 
hands of this formidable power, thus perfectly organized, was also placed un
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limited dominion over the amount of the circulating medium, giving it the 
power to regulate the value of property and the fruits of labor.”

From a speech of John C. Calhoun, in the United States Senate, I give the 
following clipping:

“Place the money power in the hands of a combination of a few individu
als, and they, by expanding or contracting the currency, may raise or sink 
prices at pleasure; and by purchasing when at the greatest depression, and 
selling when at the greatest elevation, may command the whole property and 
industry of the community, and control its fiscal operations. The banking 
system places this power in the hands of those who control it. Never was any 
engine invented better calculated to place the destiny of the many in the hands 
of the few, or less favorable to that equality and independence which lies at 
the bottom of our free institutions.”

Read the words of Lincoln and Jefferson, Jackson and Calhoun, and then 
compare with them the words and deeds of these latter saints. No honest 
man, with any sense at all, can fail to admit that the leaders of both parties are 
renegades and apostates to the teachings of the great statesmen who founded 
them. That man who supports Harrison, Sherman, Foster, etc., and yet calls 
himself a Lincoln Republican, is assaulting the honor and fame of that great 
American, and places himself in the same category as Wilkes Booth. And for 
the followers of; Cleveland and Carlisle to call themselves Jeffersonian Demo
crats is to profane the tomb at Monticello. The party names are still shouted 
and the party organization kept up, but the principles taught by the founders 
have been forgotten, and now the leaders teach the very opposite. Tl)e parties 
now stand like a once holy edifice, and the congregation is in it and the preach
er is preaching; but if the gospel is no longer taught, and instead idolatry, 
that is certainly no longer a church of God. I  think it is high time for all 
honest men in the Democratic party to be Democrats.

Andrew Jackson, in 1829, put this plank in the Democratic platform: 
“A national bank is unconstitutional and dangerous to liberty,” and it staid 
there, and they won on it from then until 1860, with two exceptions only. The 
Supreme Court decided that they were constitutional; but it can not be decided 
that they are not dangerous to liberty. It would be well for some, one to tell 
us when they became “democratic.” It is in order now for Mr. Carlisle, the 
great expounder, to expound on the subject.—T. Brad Beverly, in Alliance 
jFamier, Petersburg, Fa,

R u ssia n  T r e a tm e n t  of th e  J e w .

rl'he ̂ Russian laws governing the Jews are oppressive, cruel, and perse- 
'"edtive. !TS»ey are compelled to live within the prescribed pale in the fifteen 
¡provinces in which they are allowed, but must not go nearer than fifty versts 
—abouttffiiirty-three miles—from the frontier. This is on account of the large 
wmuggliig business the Russians carry on, from which the Jews are excluded, 
as ttiiswery profitable. They are excluded from the villages and are permitted 
in ttexdities and towns only, and are interdicted from the employments of 
8kilieli;artisans, which embrace the trades and occupations of better wages. 
Prittters, bakers, glaziers, and vinegar-makers are not included among skilled 

..artisans. Jews are not allowed in the Grand Duchy of Finland and in Cour- 
! land, or Riga, as they formerly were, and the widows of former resident Jews 
rare expelled thence. In none of the important commercial centres are Jews 
¡allowed to live, either in Russia or Siberia, and those driven from interdicted 
¡places to the pale are forced to travel under military convoy, like prisoners, in 
!large gangs. ÌU some places, they are prosecuted and punished as vagrants, 
vagabonds, or rogues, and any who are not duly registered are accounted as 

•' alien trespassers. Jews are compelled to military service as soldiers, but are 
not allowed to hold even the lowest rank as officers, and no Jew is permitted 

; service in the navy. The penalty for a Jew in evading military service is more 
severe than that inflicted upon the Russians. The Jews are not allowed 

; schools of their own, and the children of Jews who attend school are required 
to be present on Jewish holidays, in spite of the religion of their parents. But 

. Jews of the highest degrees of university learning are permitted the privilege
■ of living outside the pale. Jews are forbidden the sale of intoxicants, except 
in houses they occupy as freeholders, and are interdicted from mining indus- 
; tries, the possession or dealing in mining shares, or being agents in thq indus
try  or barter; from forwarding goods from frontier custom-houses to localities
* outside the pale, as principal agents, or employees. Christians are prohibited 
; from serving as domestics in Jewish families, and Jewish domestics may be 
. employed only in Jewish families. A special tax is levied on animals slaugh- 
. tered for food uses, according to the Jewish method, and on the retail sales of 
: such meats, and this tax is farmed out to Russians, who are strict in its collec-
■ tion to their own gain. Special taxes and imposts are likewise levied on the 
I household property of Jews, on their business profits, on the skull-caps they 
' wear at prayers, and on the Sabbath candles they use. Jewish agriculturists 
a and rural communities of Jews are required to keep apart from settlers of an-
. other persuasion. No Jew can be chosen mayor, or judge, or town officer_the
1 law holds that “ the duties of a judge cannot be intrusted to Jews with conven- 
i ienoe or decency” ; and the Russian law declares all Jews to be aliens, whose 
r several rights and privileges are regulated by special ordinances, thus placing 
; them in the pariah caste, subject to the officials and to all Christian denomina- 
: tions. The Jews are compelled to obtain police sanction for every thing they do, 
: and hence they are the victims of continual black-mail and fleecing by the po- 
I lice. Synagogues are allowed only in localities of not less than eighty Jewish

houses, and houses of prayer only where there are not less than thirty Jewish 
i houses. At the age of fourteen years, Jews ean be received into the Russian
• Orthodox Church, notwithstanding the objection of their parents or guardians 

and on conversion they receive money-payment and are, thenceforth, free

from the disqualifications and restrictions enforced against the faithful. Jews 1 
holding religious worship in their own houses, without permission of the au- ] 
thorities, are punished by law, and special technical schools built and endow- 1 
ed by rich Jews in Russia are limited by law in the proportion of Jewish pupils 
or students to those of Christian denominations. But it appears that, with all 1 
these restrictions and prohibitions—the exclusion enforced against Jews in 1 
Russia—the government is not satisfied, and the unhappy people are now 
being expelled by harsh measures and actual force from the empire. The \ 
great scheme of Baron Hirsch and other wealthy Jews of Europe, to colonize i 
the refugees in South America, will relieve thousands of them. Still their lot 
is sad to contemplate.—The Argonaut of San Francisco, Cal.

R in g R u le in  C ities.

The case of John Bardsley, City Treasurer of Philadelphia, appears to bo 
one of the worst of its kind that has ever occurred, it is not yet known how 
much of the public money has been lost through his peculiar methods of doing 
business, but the amount exceeds $1,000,000, at least, and may turn out to be 
considerably larger. The most interesting and suggestivo feature of the matter, 
however, is not that which pertains to the extent of the loss, but that which 
shows bow easily the funds of a city may be abstracted, and how little the 
people know about the manner in whieh municipal affairs are being conducted. 
Philadelphia, New York and every other large city, is practically governed by a 
ring of Speculators and boodlers. These rings have control of the political ma
chinery, and are able thus to dictate nominations and control elections. Some
times they are of one party and sometimes of the other. They have no politic
al convictions except for purposes of plunder, and systematic corruption marks 
their course in all contingencies. Their only object is to manipulate contracts, 
to blackmail corporations, and to get as much money out of the city as possible! 
There is little or no opportunity to defeat the jobs of these conspirators, be-" 
cause they have men in most or all of the municipal offices who do their bid
ding in every respect, if not for a share of the profits, then in consideration of 
political favors. The people have no means of protection when once the ring 
gets possession of the legislative and executive appliances. They are purpose
ly kept in ignorance of the general operations of the different branches of the 
public service, and it is impossible for them to learn more than the ring is 
willing to disclose. There is no proper sense of responsibility on the part of 
the officers, since they hold their places by thè grace of the boodlers and feel 
entirely safe so long as this support can be retained. The reports of the vari
ous departments, when reports are made, do not represent the facts in a plain 
and satisfactory way ; there is always more concealed than revealed. Such a 
thing as a complete statement of city finances is unknown. The tax-payers 
contribute a certain amount of money each year for the maintenance of the 
city government, and it is expended, or squandered, according to rules which 
are so adjusted as to suit the designs of the ring, regardless of all other con
siderations.— The St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

T he M odern S c ien tist.

A morning paper deplores the small salaries paid to scientists by the 
government, while the truth is they get much more than they are worth. All 
that is necessary to produce 99 per cent of the so called scientists is a pair of 
large spectacles and a political pull. All the departments are loaded with 
them. There is Prof. A., of the Agricultural Department, who is so scientific 
that he measures the flow of an irrigation well in Dakota with a bucket. An
other of the same kind sits up late at night to see the bugs and worms make 
their evening toilet and retire. Another professor in the Smithsonian National 
Museum, a short time ago examined certain premises and pronounced the 
specimens obtained to be decomposed granite, but the owners of the premises 
put good every day sense against scientific ignorance and the result is a mine 
of excellent granite. In the Fish Commission it has cost the government fully 
$5,000 to have one of these so-called scientific gentry undertake to find out if 
the hake fish will breed the tape worm. A few unpronounceable names, a cer
tain amount of brass, and a large fund of ignorance constitutes the usual 
make-up of the average scientist of the present time. Their present compens
ation is ample, and the greater part could serve their country better in the 
business of sawing wood or hoeing cotton.—The National Economist.

U su ry  is  Theft.

Here is the way some of the human vampires flourish in our midst: A 
lady bought a bill of goods (furniture) and gave the regulation chattel mort
gage on them. They were worth about $65 and her bill was something over 
$200. She paid on them until there were only $14 left unpaid. Then, for 
reasons that need not be explained, she was unable to pay more, and the goods 
were taken away and stored to await final payment. In three months’ time 
the bill ran up to $27,and they told her that unless she paid it and took them 
away they would soon all be sold. Then she went to a money lender, a modern 
Shylock, and he agreed to loan her the money, but she would have to pay $10 
lawyer’s fee, besides usurious interest, and if the money was not returned in 
three months he reserved the privilege of selling the furniture. Then the 
choice seemed to lay between this and paying usurious rent for a little furnish
ed room while doing without her furniture. But the only choice, in fact, was 
as to which vampire should have, her life-blood.—Cincinnati Living Issue.
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limited dominion over the amount of tho circulating medium, giving it the 
power to regulate the value of property and tho fruits of labor.”

From a speech of John C. Calhoun. In the United States Senate, I give tho 
following clipping:

“Place the money power in tho hands of a combination or a few individu
als, and they, by expanding or contracting tho currency, may raise or sink 
prices at pleasure; and by purchasing when at tho greatest depression, and 
selling when nt the greutcst elevation, may command the whole property and 
industry of the community, nud control its fiscal operations. Tho bonking 
system places this power in tho hands or thoso who control it. Novor was any 
engine Invented better calculated to place tho destiny of the many in tho hands 
of the few, or less favorable to that equality and Independence which lies at 
tho bottom of our free institutions.”

Read the words of Lincoln and Jefferson, Jackson and Culhoun, and then 
comiwre with them the words anil deeds of these latter saints. No honest 
man, with any sense at all, can fail to admit that the leaders of both parties are 
renegades and apostates to the teachings of the great statesmen who founded 
them. That man who supi»orts Harrison, Sherman, Foster, etc., and yet culls 
himself a Liucoln Republican, is assaulting the honor and fame of that great 
American, and places himself in the samo category as Wilkes Booth. And for 
the followers o( Cleveland and Carlisle to call themselves Jeffersonian Demo
crats is to profane the tomb at Montlcello. Tho party names are still shouted 
and the party organisation kept up, but the principles taught by the founders 
have been forgotteu. and now the leaders teach tho very op|>oslte. TI)o parties 
now stand like a once holy edifice, and the congregation is in it and the preach
er is preaching; but If the gospel is no longer taught, and instead idolatry, 
that is certainly no longer a church of God. I think It Is high time for all 
honest men in the Democratic party to bo Democrats.

Andrew Jacksou, in 1829, put this plank in tho Democratic platform: 
“A national liauk Is unconstitutional and dangerous to liberty,” and it staid 
there, and they won on It from then until I860, with two exceptions only. The 
Supreme Court decided that they were constitutional; but it can not be decided 
that they are not dangerous to liberty. It would bo well for some one to tell 
us when they beoiune “democratic.” It is in order now for Mr. Carlisle, the 
great expounder, to expound on the subject—J. Brad Beverly. in Alliance 
Farmer, fWersImrg. I’a.

R u s s ia n  T r e a tm e n t  o f t h e  J e w .

'TheRussian laws governing tho Jews are oppressive, cruel, and perse-. 
'COtivo. 'They are compelled to live within the prescribed pule iu the fifteen 
i provinces in which they are allowed, but must not go nearer than fifty versts 
—about ifairty-three miles—from tho frontier. This is on account of the large 
sanigglikg business the Russians carry on. from which the Jews atro excluded, 
asititevrory profitable. They are excluded from the villagos and are permitted 
In theoeties and towns only, and are interdicted from tho employments of 
skUtethartisauis. which embrace the trades and occupations of laetter wages. 
Printers, bakers, glaziers, and vinegar-makers are not included among skilled 
artisans. Jews are not allowed in the Grand Duchy of Finland and in Cour-
■ Uu‘i|. " r Klga, as they formerly were, and the widows of former resident Jews 
:are expelled thence. In none of the important commercial centres are Jews 
: allowed to live, either in Russia or Siberia, and those driven from Interdicted 
I places to tho pale are forced to travel under military convoy, like prisoners, In 
¡large gangs. In some places, they are prosecuted and punished as vagrants, 
'vagabonds, or rogues, and any who are not duly registered are accounted as 
alien trespassers. Jews are com polled to military service as soldiers, but are 
not allowed to hold even the lowest rank as officers, and no Jew is permitted 
service in the navy. The penalty for a Jow in evading military service is more 
severe than that Inflicted upon the Russians. The Jews are not allowed 
schools of their own, and the children of Jews who attend school are required 
to lx* present on Jewish holidays, in spite of tho religion of their parents. But 
Jews of tho highest degrees of university learning are permitted the privilege

• of living outside the pale. Jews are forbidden the wile of Intoxicants, except, 
iu houses they occupy as freeholders, and are interdicted from miniug Indus
tries. the possession or dealing in mining shares, or being agents in the indus

try or barter; from forwarding goods from frontier custom-houses to localities
• outside the pale, ais principal agents, or employees. Christians are prohibited 
: from serving as domestics in Jewish families, and Jewish domestics may Is«
• employed only in Jewish families. A special tax is levied on animals slaugh-
■ tered for fo.nl uses, according to the Jewish method, and on the retail sales of 
r such moats, and this tax is farmed out to Russians, who are strict in its collec
tion to their own gain. Special taxes and imposts are likewise levied on the

i household property of Jews, on their business profits, on tho skull-caps they
• w<,* r prayors, and on the Sabbath candles they use. Jewish agriculturist’s 
” and rural communities of Jews are required to keep apart from sottlers of an- 
. other persuasion. No Jew can be chosen mayor, or judge, or town officer—tho 
; law holds that "the duties of a judge cannot bo intrusted to Jews with conven-
ience or decency”; ami the Russian law declares all Jews to l»e aliens, whose 

: several rights and privileges are regulated by special ordinances, thus placing 
them iu the pariah caste, subject to the officials and to all Christian denomina- 

: tions. The Jmvs arc compelled to obtain police sanction for every thing they do,
; and hence they are the victims of continual black-mail uud fleecing by tho po
lice. Synagogues are allowed only in localities of not less than eighty Jewish 
houses, and houses of prayer only where thero are not leas than thirty Jewish 
houses. At the age of fourteeu years, Jews cun be received into the Russiun

• Orthodox Church, notwithstanding the objection of their parents or guardians 
aud ou conversion they receive money-payment and are, thenceforth, free

from the disqualifications and restrictions enforced against tho faithful. Jews 
holding religious worship in their own housos. without permission of the au
thorities, are punished by law, and special technical schools built and endow
ed by rich Jews in Russia are limited by law In the pro]>ortion of Jewish pupils 
or students to those of Christian denominations. But it appears that, with all 
those restrictions and prohibitions—the exclusion on forced against Jews in 
Russia—the government is not satisfied, and the unhappy people are now 
being expelled by harsh measures and actual force from the empire. The 
great scheme of Baron Hlrsoh and other wealthy Jews of Europe, to colonize 
the refugees in South America, will relieve thousands of thorn. Still their lot 
is sad to contemplate.—7Yi* Aryan ml of San Francisco, Oil.

R in g R u le In C itie s .

The case of John Bnrdsloy. City Treasurer of Philadelphia, appears to be 
one of the worst of its kind that has ever occurred, it is not yet known how 
much of the public money has been lost through his peculiar methods of doing 
business, but the amount exceeds $1,000,000, at least, and may turn out to bo 
considerably larger. The most Interesting and suggestive feature of the matter,
however, is not that which pertains to the extent of the loss, but that which
shows bow easily the funds of a city may lio abstracted, and how little tho 
people know about tho manner in which municipal affairs are being conducted. 
Philadelphia, New York and every other large city, Is practically governed by a 
ring of Speculators and boodlers. These rings have control of tho political ma
chinery, and are able thus to dictate nominations aud control elections. Some
times they are of one party and sometimes of tho other. They have no politlc- 
al convictions except for purposes of plunder, and systematic corruption marks 
their course in all contingencies. Their only object is to manipulate contracts, 
to blackmail corporations, and to get as much money out of the city ns possible! 
There is little or no opportunity to defeat tho Jobs of these conspirators, bo- 
cause they have men in most or all of tho munici|ial offices who do their bid
ding in every respect, if not for a share of the profits, then in consideration of 
political favors. The |>coplo have no means of protection when one© the ring 
gets possession of the legislative and executive appliances. They are purpose
ly kept In ignorance of the general operations of the different branches of the 
public service, and It is impossible for them to learn more than the ring is 
willing to disclose. There Is no proper sense of responsibility on the part of 
the officers, since they hold their places by the grace of tho boodlers and feel 
entirely safe so long as this support can bo retained. The reports of the vari
ous departments, when reports are made, do not. represent the facts In a plain 
and satisfactory way ; there is always mon» concealed than revealed. Such a 
thing as a complete statement of city finances is unknown. The tax-payers 
contribute a certain amount of money each year for the maintenance of the 
city government, uud it is expondod, or squandered, according to rules which 
an- so adjusted as to suit tho designs of the ring, regardless of all other con
siderations.— The St. /Ain is dlobe- Democrat.

T h e M odern S c ien tist.

A morning |<a|»er deplores the small salaries paid to scientists by the 
government, while the truth Is they get much moro than they are worth. All 
that Is necessary to produce 99 |»er cent of the so culled scientist̂  is a (»air of 
largo spectacles and a political pull. All tho departments are loaded with 
them. There is Prof. A., of tho Agricultural Department, who is so scientific 
that ho measures the flow of an Irrigation well in Dakota with a bucket. An
other of tho same kind sits up lab» at night to see the bugs and worms make 
their evening toilet and retire. Another professor in the Smithsonian National 
Museum, a short time «go examined cortuiu promises and pronounced the 
specimens obtained to Ik» <lecom|»osed granite, but the owners of the premises 
put good every duy sense against scientific ignorance and the result is a mine 
of excellent granite. In the Fish Commission it has cost the government fully 
$5.090 to have one of these so-called scientific gentry undertake to find oht if 
the hake fish will brood the tape worm. A few unpronounceable names, a cer
tain amount of brass, and a large fund of ignorance constitutes the usual 
mnko-up of the average scientist of the present time. Their present compens
ation is ample, and the greater |»art could serve their country better in the 
business of sawing wood or booing cotton.—Tile National Economist.

U su ry  is  T heft.

Here is the way some of the human v.tmpiros flourish in our midst: A 
lady iHiught a bill of goods (furniture! and gave the regulation chattel mort
gage on them. They were worth about $f>5 and her bill was something over 
$200. She paid on thorn until there were only $14 left unpaid. Then, for 
reasons that need not bo explained, she was unable to pay moro, and tho goods 
were taken away and stored to await Anal payment. In three months’ tlrno 
the bill ran up to $27,nnd they told her that unless she paid it and took them 
away they would soon nil bo sold. Then she went to n money lendor, n modern 
Shyloek. and he agre.nl to loan her the money, but she would have to pay $10 
lawyer’s fee. besides usurious interest, and if the money was uot. returned in 
three months he reserved the privilege of selling the furniture. Then the 
choice seemed to lay between this and paying usurious rent for a little furnish
ed room while doing without her furniture. But tho only choice, in fact, was 
as to which vampire should havaher life-blood.—Cincinnati Living Issue.
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B u t One S a lv a tio n .

The work for personal temperance is in competent hands, and is ener 
getieally pushed. From their nature, all the social, moral, religious and 
business forces are arrayed against intemperance, ¿nd their effectiveness is in
creasing steadily; but there is one class that all these efforts cannot reach. 
We refer to that too numerous class who, through weakness, or ignorance, or 
bad surroundings, are outside the pale of the moral and social and other forces 
which are potent with those on a higher plane. For this class, there is hut 
one Salvation—that is through Prohibition, to crush the traffic and render it 

' impossible for them to become the slaves of drink. The problem then pre
sents itself in this form: “Shall the state remedy their lack of ability or desire 
to control the appetite for drink by rendering it, through legal means, very 

' difficult or impossible of gratification?” Public sentiment is growing in favor 
of an affirmative answer to this question. It is becoming well understood that 
the increase of crime is directly traceable to drink, that the rapid increase in 
the percentage of the insane and other defective classes is largely due to the 
same cause, and consequently that the increase of the public burden of sup
porting the machinery of the criminal courts, and of our penal reformatories 
and charitable institutions comes chiefly from the Bum traffic. To this is 
added the defiant attitude of the Bum Power toward all legislation intended 

• to protect society; its evasion and defiance of laws which interfere in any way 
with it, notabjy the Sunday laws; and its utter unmanageablpness in every way 
brings men to understand that there can be but one effective way of dealing 
with the evil—that is to crush, destroy, exterminate its cause. The Bum 
traffic is not a legitimate business. It supplies no proper human need, being 
simply a pander to vice and crime. It is a minister to human depravity, with
out one redeeming feature or one logical excuse for existence. The work of 
personal temperance needs be supplemented by the state reaching out the arm 
of the law to Pulverize the Bum Power.— Toledo Blade.

A lr e a d y  U pon us.

The coke strike in Pennsylvania has cost about $3,000,000, including the 
loss to the workmen in wages. Ten men and three women have been killed 
and over thirty were seriously wounded; more than one thousand persons 
have been evicted from their homes. If this is not social war, what is it?— 
Journal of the Knights of Labor.
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B u t One S a lv a tio n .

The work for personal temperance is in competent hands, and is em-r 
getleally pushed. From their nature, all the social, moral, religions and 
business fori-es am arrayed against intemperance, dud their effectiveness is in- 
erasing steadily; but there Is one class that all these efforts cannot reach. 
We refer to that too numerous class who, through weakness, or ignorance. <. 
bad surroundings, arc outside the |talu of tho moral and social and other forces 
which arc potent with those on a higher plane. For this class, there is hut 

m e Salvation—that is through Prohibition, to crush the truffle and render it 
Impossible for them to become the slaves of drink. The problem then pre
sents itself in this form : "Shall the state remedy their lack of ability or desire 
to control the appetite for drluk by rendering it, through legal means, very 
‘ difficult or Impossible of gratification?" Public sentiment is growing in favor 
'of an affirmative answer to this question. It is becoming well understood that 
the increase of crime is directly traceable to drink, that tho rapid increase in 
the percentage of tho insane uud other defective classes is largely due to tho 
same causo, and consequently that tho increase of tho public burden of sup
porting the machinery of the criminal courts, and of our penal reformatories 
and charitable institutions comes chiefly from the It uni truffle. To this is 
added tho defiant attitude of tho ltum Power toward all legislation intended 
to protect society; its evasion and defiance of laws which interfere in uny way 
with it, notably the Sunday laws; and its utter unmanageably nessin every way 
brings men to understand that there cun bu but one effective way of dealing 
with tho ovil—that is to crush, destroy, cxtermiuute its cause. Tho ltum 
traffic is not a legitimate business. It supplies no propor human need, being 
simply a ¡muder to vice and crime. It is a minister to human depravity, with
out one redeeming feature or one logical excuse for existence. The work of 
personal temperance needs bo supplemented by the state reaching out the arm 
of the law to Pulverize the ltum Powor.— Toledo BUule.

A lr e a d y  U pon us.

Tho coke strike in Pennsylvania has cost about $3,000,000, including tho 
loss to the workmen in wages. Ten men and three women have been killed 
'and ovor thirty were soriously wounded; more than one thousand persons 
have been evicted from their homes. If this is not social war, what is it?— 
Journal of the Knights o f Labor.
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Identification o f  th e  C hild ren  o f  Israel.
By Db. Andrews, . . .  Prick 15 crs.

N ational Su icide and Its  Prevention.
By Prof. L’Amoreaux, - - Cloth $1.00. Paper 50 crs.

K oreshan A stronom y.
THE EARTH A HOLLOW GLOBE,

By Prof. R. O. Spear, - - - Prick 50 cts.
Is  th e  E a rth  Convex?

By Prof. R. O. Spear, . . .  Price 5 cts.
Proclam ation and Judgm ent.

AN EXPOSITION OF THE SEX QUESTION,
By Cyrus, Price 10 crs.

Solution o f  the F in a n cia l Problem .
By Cyrus, . . . .  Pbick. 10 cts.

C o ntroversy
Between Prof. Spear and Alva May,

By Prof. R. O. Spear, . . .  Price ’0 cts.
TH E  E N T IR E  SERIES, P A P E R , $1.50.



8 The Plowshare and Pruning Hook.

^  ^  ^

Citizens of the B ureau of E quitable C ommerce.

COMMONWEALTH!
W e ur (e yo u to in v e s tig a 'e our system  o f Com m ercial 

E q u atio n  b y  w h ich  w e p u rp ose to revolu tion ize  the com 

m erce of the w orld  an d in stitu te  ju stice  in the in terch an ge  

of products.

T h e  estab lishm en t of equ itab le  com m ercial relation s b e 

tw een  m an an d m an is n ot o n ly  of v ita l im p ortan ce to you 

as a p ro d u cer an d con sum er, b u t  also to the Com m onw ealth  

w hose sacred  in terests, en tru sted  to the cu stod ian sh ip  of our 

le g is la tive  bodies, h ave b een  ru th le ss ly  abu sed  an d b etrayed , 

so th a t th e  v ery  fa b ric  o f g overn m en t is serio u sly  threaten ed 

w ith  dism em berm ent an d decay. F o r  the p ro m u lgatio n  of 

th is system , to  e ffect a com m ercial b alan ce, w e h ave issued 

this jou rn al, w hich , w h ile  it  m eans to pro claim  an d establish  

a n ew  an d in com parable  m ethod of trade, d estin ed to “ freeze 

o u t” m o nopoly, b ro k era g e  an d kn avery, w ill y e t  be the sharp  

an d p u n g en t  critic  an d o p p on en t of eve ry  v io lation  of social 

eth ics, fe a rlessly  a ssa ilin g  the m oney p ow er an d th e  p resen t 

b a n k in g  system , th e  g ree d  o f the capita lists, th e  p erfid y  of 

p u b lic  fu n ction aries, th e  h yp o crisy  of the C hurch, the in iq u i

ty  o f fed erate  labor, the tre a c h e ry  of the d a ily  press, an d 

the crim in al ap ath y of the p eo ple  to an in so len t usurpatio n  

o f  th e ir  so vere ig n  righ ts.

A n  e ig h t  p a g e  p a p er to u ch in g  terse ly  and com preh en 

siv ely  u p on  a ll liv e  questions, T he P lowshare and P runing 

H ook w ill b e  issued W E E K L Y  at the nom in al p rice  of 

F I F T Y  C E N T S  A  Y E A R , in advance. W e solicit yo u r early  

s u bscriptio n  fo r  th is m atchless cham pion of the cause of h u 

m a n ity  w hose c ivilizatio n  and p erp e tu ity  are threatened.

The Plowshare and Pruning Hook.
212 & 214 FRONT ST, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

S am p le  C opy on A pp lica tion .

212 & 214 Front Street. 

San Francisco, Cal.

---——FA;

W H O L E S A L E  A N D  R E T A I L

Grocery House.
CONDUCTED ON THE CO-OPERATIVE PLAN.

Th e atten tion  of the p u b lic  is  in vited  to  the C o-o perative 

P la n  of D istrib u tio n  an d C o llectio n  a d op ted  b y  the B u re a u  of 

E q u ita b le  Com m erce, w hich  enables every  one to becom e a 

sharer in  the p rofits of the organization. C ertificates of Con so- 

ciative  Com m erce ran g e  in  p rice  from  $5 .0 0  to $1 0 0 .0 0 . C e rti

ficate p u rcha sers  b ecom e patro n s o f the system  an d receive w ith  

the ir certificates, ch ecks of $5 .0 0  denom ination w hich  am ount is 

sta m p ed  on the ch ecks in  am ounts of 5 cts., 1 0 cts., 2 0 cts., 25 

cts., an d 50  cts. O n the op p osite  side of these n um erals is the 

nam e of the purchaser. T h ese checks are b etter  than  g o ld  for ■ 

the p urchase of an y go o d s at an y of our stores. W h en  a ll the 

am ounts are pu n ch ed  o u t of the ch eck  b y  the p u rc h a se  of 

good s the sam e is taken  up an d the certificate  canceled.

M an y of the go o d s h an d led  b y  the B u re a u  are con sign ed  

d ire ctly  b y  the producer, on com m ission w h ich  perm its o f their 

b e in g  sold  at a m uch low er figu re  than  if  th ey h ad  to p ay a 

p rofit to three or m ore dealers, ac co rd in g  to the p re v a ilin g  

com m ercial m ethods, b efo re  rea ch in g  th e  consum er.

Y o u  are in vited  to ca ll an d in sp ect our stock  of su ga r, teas, 

coffees, canned goods, b u tter, cheese, e g g s , hams, bacon, lard, 

an d a ll o ther go o d s u su a lly  k ep t in  a first class g ro c e ry  house. 

A ll  our m erchandise w ill b e  sold  fo r  cash at the lo w est liv in g  

prices.

T r y  the co-o perative p lan  an d g e t  go o d s at w holesale  

prices.
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Citizens of the B ureau of E quitable C ommerce.

C O M M O N W E A L T H !
W e ur ?e y o i to investiga'© our system of Commercial 

Equation by which we purpose to revolutionize the com

merce of the world and institute justice in the interchange 

of products.

The establishment of equitable commercial relations be

tween man and man is not only of vital importance to you 

as a producer and consumer, but also to the Commonwealth 

whose sacred interests, entrusted to the custodianship of our 

legislative bodies, have been ruthlessly abused and betrayed, 

so that the very fabric of government is seriously threatened 

with dismemberment and decay. For the promulgation of 

this system, to effect a commercial balance, we have issued 

this journal, which, while it means to proclaim and establish 

a new and incomparable method of trade, destined to “freeze 

out” monopoly, brokerage and knavery, will yet be the sharp 

and pungent critic and opponent of every violation of social 

ethics, fearlessly assailing the money power and the present 

banking system, the greed of the capitalists, the perfidy of 

public functionaries, the hypocrisy of the Church, the iniqui

ty of federate labor, the treachery of the daily press, and 

the criminal apathy of the people to an insolent usurpation 

of their sovereign rights.

An eight page paper touching tersely and comprehen- 

sively upon all live questions, Tm: P i.qwshakk and P kuxixo 

H ook will be issued W E E K LY  at the nominal price of 

F IF T Y  CEN TS A  YEAK, in advance. We solicit your early 

subscription for this matchless champion of the cause of hu

manity who se civilization and perpetuity are threatened.

The Plowshare and Pruning Hook.
212 &  214 FR O N T  S T , S A N  F R A N C IS C O . C AL .

Sample Copy on Application.

4 - 4 - 4-

212 & 214 F ro n t  Street. 

San Francisco, Cal.

W H O LESA LE  AND R E T A IL

Grocery House.
C O N D U C TE D  O N TH E  C O -O PE R A T IV E  PLAN .

-- ------
The attention of the public is invited to the Co-operative 

Plan of Distribution and Collection adopted by the Bureau of 

Equitable Commerce, which enables every one to become a 

sharer in the profits of the organization. Certificates of Conso- 

ciative Commerce range in price from $5.00 to $100.00. Certi

ficate purchasers become patrons of the system and receive with 

their certificates, checks of $5.00 denomination which amount is 

stamped on the checks in amounts of 5cts., 10cts., 20cts., 25 

cts., and 50 c!s. On the opposite side of these numerals is the 

name of the purchaser. These checks are better than gold for 

the purchase of any goods at any of our stores. When all the 

amounts are punched out of the check by the purchase of 

goods the same is taken up and the certificate canceled.

Many of the goods handled by the Bureau are consigned 

directly by the producer, on commission which permits of their 

being sold at a much lower figure than if they had to pay a 

profit to three or more dealers, according to the prevailing 

commercial methods, before reaching the consumer.

You are invited to call and inspect our stock of sugar, teas, 

coffees, canned goods, butter, cheese, eggs, hams, bacon, lard, 

and all other goods usually kept in a first class grocery house. 

All our merchandise will be sold for cash at the lowest living 

prices.

Try the co-operative plan and get goods at wholesale

p rices


