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I. MIISCELLANEOUS PAPERS.

1. On the dpplication of Phrenology to Criminal Legislation
and Prison Discipline. By Mr C.J. A. MiTTERMAIER, Pro-
fessor of Criminal Law in the University of Heidelberg ;
and Mr George CoMaE.

I. LETTER FROM MR CoMBE TO THE EDITOR.

Edinburgh, 18th November 1842.

Sir,—In transmitting to you the two accompanying letters
on the application of Phrenology to criminal legislation and
prison discipline, I beg leave to mention the circumstances
which gave occasion to them. Mr Mittermaier, the author of
the first letter, and to whom the second is addressed, is now
approaching to sixty years of age ; he has repeatedly been re-
turned by his countrymen as a deputy to the second chamber
of the Legislature (the House of Commons) of the Grand
Duchy of Baden, and been chosen by that body as its Presi-
dent or Speaker. He was a member of a Commission ap-
pointed several years ago by the Grand Duke to reform the
criminal code of Baden ; he has long been, and is now, profes-
sor of criminal law in the University of Heidelberg, and is
very favourably known in France, Italy, and Germany, by his
writings on this branch of jurisprudence. A small treatise of
his has also been translated into English.* He has visited
personally most of the great prisons in these three countries ;
and is in correspondence with the most enlightened jurists
and friends of an improved system of prison discipline in
Europe, and in the United States of North America. At the
close of the course of lectures which 1 delivered last summer,
in Heidelberg, he, in a letter dated 23d July, expressed him-
self in terms of warm acknowledgement concerning the prac-

* On the Effects of Drunkenness upon Criminal Responsibility. Edin-
burgh: T. Clark.
VOL. XVI.— N. S. NO. XXI. A



2 On the Application of Phrenology to

tical importance of the views which T had presented in the lec-
tures, and particularly in reference to criminal legislation.
He, in the same letter, requested me to write also for pub-
lication, a fuller exposition of my views regarding the silent
and: social systems of prison discipline in North America, than
I had been able to present in the lectures. He subsequently
mentioned, that if he had been acquainted with Phrenology at
the time when he was a member of the before-mentioned
Commission, he could have offered some valuable suggestions
for improvement to his co-commissioners, and been better able
to remove several difficulties, and to answer objections, which
presented themselvesin the course of their deliberations. Be-
ing aware of the great weight of his authority in criminal
law in Germany, I requested him to favour me with a brief
written outline of his opinions in regard to the application of
Phrenology to criminal legislation and prison discipline, and
to permit me to publish it in Germany and Great Britain.
He most cordially complied with this solicitation, and reite-
rated the request that I should write to him regarding the
American prisons. This desire gave occasion to the second
letter now sent to you. His letter to me, in its original form,
appeared in the Sdcksische Vaterlands- Blitter, published at
Leipzig, on 1st November 1842 ; and the following translation
embodies its contents.

Allow me to remark, in order to prevent misconception,
that, in copying my letter to Professor Mittermaier from my
original draught, I made some slight alterations in the ar-
rangement and expressions of the three introductory pages,
but omitted to transfer them to the original mannscript,
which is what I now transmit to you. There is, however, no
difference between the draught and the letter in principles or

topics. I am, &ec. ‘

GEeorce CoMBE.

II. LETTER FROM PRrOFESSOR MITTERMATER To MR ComBE. Translated
from the German,

Heidelberg, 16th August 1842.

Airow me, my highly-esteemed friend, once more to return

to you my thanks, and to express in writing the assurance

_that I shall never forget the instructive lectures, for which
we in Heidelberg have been indebted to you this summer.

 You have, with intellectual acumen and perspicacity, led the
_ way to the re-introduction of Phrenology into Germany. You
have excited new ideas, and prompted us to new investiga-

tions. I am convinced that the researches of phrenologists
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will essentially contribute to place psychology on a better
foundation ; and as the influence of legislation can become
beneficial only when it is founded on an exact knowledge of
human nature, I consider the jurist, in an especial manner, as
interested in the study of Phrenology. I am accustomed
neither to surrender myself blindly and instantaneously to new
ideas and systems, nor to reject them from prejudice, 'merely
because they are new. I try all things; and every inquiry-
which has for its object a more accurate knowledge of the na-
ture of man, or which can contribute to the progress of hu-
manity, is important in my estimation. I am aware that
many individuals are apt too rashly to carry new systems to
extreme lengths ; and I therefore guard myself against em-
bracing too hastily all conclusions which the founders and en-
thusiastic adherents of such systems deduce from them. I
have been gccustomed, moreover, to view all new inquiries
from the practical side, and to measure the importance of
every science by the degree of mediate or immediate utility
which is involved in its applications. I have held fast by
these principles of judgment also in the study of Phrenology,
and am aware that in this science much remains to be accom-
plished—that the number of observations and the extent of ex-
perience must still be greatly enlarged, before we shall be war-
ranted in placing, with certainty, the laws of human nature
on the basis of Phrenology. Great caution also is necessary
in deducing conclusions from phrenological observations ; be-
cause frequently accident affords the true explanation of the
coincidence of certain phenomena, without our being justified
in ascribing them necessarily to their antecedents as their
certain causes. Nevertheless, I am equally convinced, that
the observations which have already been made, when rightly
understood, are sufficient to shew the soundness of the funda-
mental principles of Phrenology, and to warrant us in bestow-
ing a serious attention on its cultivation. With me the study
and improvement of criminal legislation are highly important
objects ; and I believe that Phrenology will prove advantage-
ous in promoting these ends in the five following respects :—
I. In relation to forming a correct conception of the nature
of particular crimes, and judging soundly of the kind of punish-
ment the threat of which, by its conformity to that nature,
will be best calculated to prevent them. The physician who
desires to cure his patient, studies particularly the nature of
the disease under which he suffers, and tries to discover reme-
dies appropriate to counteract it. Our lawgivers, unfortu-
nately, do not imitate this example. The distinguished states-
men who enact our laws, are too often not sufficiently acquaint-
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ed with the people, with their wants and propensities, and
with the temptations and excitements which impel them to
crime. They form arbitrary notions of crimes, and denounce
punishments against them under the influence of those con-
ceptions. The legislator who studies Phrenology, however,
must acknowledge that many offences have a deeper origin ;—
namely, in organs and excitements, which, through their pre-
dominance, produce a certain disposition of mind that impels
the individual with extraordinary force to crime. On this ac-
count, it is important to study these exciting causes, and to
enact punishments bearing a just relation to their nature.

I1. Phrenology will be useful in leading to a judicious choice
of the kinds of punishment. If punishments are to be regarded
in the light of curative means, applied to the dispositions of
the eriminal, the legislator is certainly bound to inquire into
the nature of the remedies which he intends to apply. A par-
ticular kind of punishment is proper and conformable to the
nature of the crime, only when it can operate beneficially on
the individual criminal, conduce to his improvement, and ulti-
mately effectuate his moral reformation ; while, at the same
time, by proclaiming at once the seriousness and dignity of
‘eriminal justice, and by increasing the motives to virtuous
conduct and antagonising the excitements to erime, it makes
a salutary impression on the other members of society, and
operates on them as a means of prevention. Phrenology
teaches us that the power and activity of the human organs
are increased by external excitements, and this of course holds
in the case of eriminals. Punishment is one of the most im-
portant means of operating on the mental organs. Whenever
the punishment has the effect of exciting exasperation and
despair in the mind of the criminal, his moral faculties will
close themselves against every beneficial influence which it is
intended to produce, and he will be found in a state of con-
stant exacerbation against the individuals intrusted with its -
infliction. On the other hand, where the punishment is ap-
plied with seriousness, but with benevolence and moderation,
a corresponding improvement will be effectuated in the cri-
minal’s moral dispositions. Corporal chastisement, on account
of the debasing influence which it exercises on the mind, is
an inappropriate means of punishment. It exasperates the
feelings, and presents obstacles to moral improvement. The
punishment of death also is inexpedient ; because, through
the strong impression which its accomplishment necessarily
makes on the spectators, it excites, in a decided manner, their
destructive propensity, deadens their moral sensibility, and
increases their thirst for blood, and the cruelty of their disposi-
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III. One leading object of a sound criminal legislation is
the prevention of crimes. Phrenology teaches us that the
activity of our mental faculties and organs is powerfully in-
fluenced through the impressions made on them by external
objects. The first duty of the legislator, therefore, is early to
produce the most beneficial impressions on all the organs
which lead to virtuous conduct; for example, to cultivate, by
practical education (an effectual means of improvement), the
sentiment of Benevolence ; in the next place, to present every
impediment to the undue development of those organs which
are liable, through abuse, to produce evil, such as Destructive-
ness; and, lastly, to give a right direction to other faculties
(such as Acquisitiveness) which become dangerous to society
only through their misapplication. This last faculty, for in-
stance, may be properly directed by early training to diligence
and industry, and by forming the habit of accumulating spare
money in savings’ banks.

IV. Phrenology is, in an especial degree, important to the
criminal legislator and to the judge, in reference to questions
of responsibility. While legislation hitherto has relied too
much on deterring from crime by mere severity, and has at-
tended too little to the excitements which impel to it, and
which in so far circumscribe moral freedom, Phrenology
teaches us to study the peculiar dispositions of effenders, and

- it authorizes punishment only in so far as each individual is
really accountable. Accountability, however, is influenced by
the condition of the organs which we find in the offender. For
example, certain organs, whose functions are to guide the con-
duct to virtue, may in him be extremely deficient ; or other
organs, whose normal development would have given him
a clear perception of the criminal nature of the action, may
be not at all developed ; or those organs which, in excess,
incite to certain crimes, may in him be enormously large ; and
in proportion will his moral freedom and responsibility be cir-
cumscribed. In all such cases it is important to inquire nar-
rowly into the state of the organs in the accused. Phrenology
shews that there are cases in which the excessive predominance
of a particular organ—of Destructiveness for instance,—in
combination with great deficiency of the moral and intellec-
tual organs, really abrogates responsibility ; so that only per-
sonal restraint, as a means of protecting society against in-
jury, but not as a punishment, can with justice be applied to
the individual. Thus, also, there are other states or conditions
in which a real alienatio mentis (Geisterkrankheit) is occa-
sioned, where a certain organ is affected with disease, while
the patient is conscious of his condition, and knows what he
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does. This so-called partial insanity is rendered easily intel-
ligible by Phrenology. It is most important, however, in or-
der to remove the objection that the moral freedom of man
is detroyed by Phrenology, not to go beyond the limits within
which this science may be legitimately applied to questions of
legal responsibility.

V. The study of Phrenology will produce a beneficial effect
on the arrangement and administration of institutions for the
punishment of crime. Legislators will, by its means, come to
understand that those individuals who are condemned to im-
prisonment on account of their crimes, stand in need of con-
siderate treatment on'the part of the State, because what may
be called a diseased condition of the mental faculties, is really-
manifested in their offences ; and it is important (as in com-
municating a good education) to avoid every thing that can
increase the activity of the abnormal organs and thereby aug-
ment the disease, and to aimat producing a normal development
of those faculties from the excess of which the crime proceed-
ed, as the best means of suppressing future abuses. Farther,
the legislator must make it his serious endeavour to cultivate
and bring into activity all those faculties and organs which
serve to conduct to virtue. From these principles it follows,
that, in the administration of prisons, the superintendents must
study the individuality of the criminals, and direct their treat-
ment in reference to it. Farther, it will become necessary to-
avoid every thing harsh and arbitrary, calculated only to em-
bitter and exasperate the moral dispositions of the criminals;
above all, the principle of benevolence must enter into the
administration in order to gain the confidence of the prisoners
towards the prison directors. The latter must then labour to
awaken in the former correct perceptions of the good and evil
of their actions; and every thing must be avoided that can
diminish injuriously the bodily or mental vigour of the prison-
ers. In this view, I regard absolute and unbroken solitary
confinement as prejudicial.

The foregoing remarks are only sketches of principles, the
full elucidation and application ofy which I reserve for another
place. With much esteem, I remain yours, &ec.
: MITTERMAIER.

III. LeTTER FROM MR CoMBE To PROFESSOR MITTERMAIER.

Ischi, 20th August 1842.

My Dear Sir,—Your letter of the 23d July has afforded
me the most lively satisfaction. I was oppressed by the con-
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sciousness of the imperfections of my lectures on Phrenology,
owing to the difficulties presented by the German language in
the communication of my ideas; and the assurance that you
have been interested by them, is the most heartfelt reward
that I could have received. I know how to appreciate your
approbation, and shall ever regard it as a happiness and honour
to be able to say, that you were one of my hearers who did not
miss a single lecture in the whole course.

It will give me much pleasure to answer the questions which
you put to me regarding prison discipline in America ; but I
beg leave to remark, that as they involve matters that are
still the subjects of controversy in the United States, as well
as in Europe, it is not in my power, with a due regard to the
interests of truth, to give you brief and direct answers to them!
I solicit your indulgence, therefore, for entering at some length
into the points to which they relate.

You ask, If my observations in the United States lead
me to believe, that entire solitude is prejudicial to the physi-
cal and mental condition of prisoners.

In answer, I beg to remark, that the social system of prison
discipline is carried into effect in the State Prisons of New
York and Massachussetts, and in those of several other States,
and the solitary system in those of Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. I visited several of the prisons in these States, and
enjoyed the advantage of much conversation, not only with the
prison superintendents, but also with lawyers and physicians
who had seriously considered the subject of prison discipline.
The impression made on my mind by all that I saw and heard
was, that none of these American prisons were conducted on
principles that merit entire approval, while, at the same time,
all of them exhibited many sound and valuable practices.

I shall endeavour to state as briefly as possible my views of
their advantages and defects ; but in order to enable you to
judge of the soundness of my remarks, I consider it necessary
first to explain my views of the mental constitution of those
persons who generally become criminals. Unless we form
correct ideas on this point, we have no solid foundation on
which to build opinions regarding prison discipline. A physi-
cian must know the constitution of his patient, and discover
the disease under which he suffers, before he can successfully
attempt a cure. Inlike manner, the lawgiver must know the
dispositions of man, and the influence of external circumstances
in leading men to virtuous or criminal actions, before he can
judge wisely of the treatment which should be administered,
to deter them from the one and lead them to the other course
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of conduct.* From extensive observations, I am convinced
that men in wham the base and hinder parts of the brain (the
seats of the animal propensities) are very large, and the coronal
region (the seat of the moral sentiments) and the anterior lobe
(the seat of the intellectual faculties) are relatively deficient,
are prone,underthe temptations presented by the ordinary state
of society, to abuse their animal propensities; that is to say,
to injure other individuals in their persons or property for the
gr?.tiﬁcation of their own selfish desires,—in short, to commit
crimes.

In framing laws in reference to such men, legislators aim
very properly at accomplishing two objects,—1s7, To treat
them in such a manner as will present to other persons simi-
larly disposed, motives to restrain their propensities, and to
avoid committing crimes ; 2dly, To reform those individuals
who have offended, so that they may be again restored, as use-
ful members, to society.

In order to accomplish the first object, lawgivers have too
generally supposed, that the most effectual method is to
punish severely,—in other words, to inflict great suffering on
convicted criminals,—and that the fear of this suffering will
effectually deter other men from committing crime. This sup-
position assumes, that the minds of men disposed to crime are
constituted precisely like those of men disposed to virtue ; in
short, that the criminally disposed are cautious and considerate,
and will therefore seriously weigh the pains of transgression
against its pleasures, and prefer that course of conduct which, '
on the whole, promises to be most agreeable and advantageous.
That men with well constituted minds are capable of acting
in this manner I admit, and therefore grant that such men
are deterred from committing crime by the fear of punishment.
But this is not the point on which the question of criminal
legislation turns. The fundamental faculties are the same in
all men, but they are combined in very different degrees of
relative strength in different individuals; and my conviction,
founded on extensive phrenological observations, is, that the ge-
nerality of criminals have strong passions, or strong selfish
desires, and feeble powers of calculating consequences, or of
feeling the force of moral obligation. In consequence, the

* The errors of the prevailing systems of criminal legislation, with sug-
%astions for their removal, are forcibly expounded in an article « Ueber das

erhiiltniss der Phrenologie zum Strafrecht, vom Herrn Obergerichtsadvo-
katen von Struve in Mannheim,” which appeared in Fagemanns und Noli-
ners Zeitschrifft fiir Criminal Recht Jahrgang 1842, H:igt 3, Carlsruhe, and
to which I beg leave to solicit your specimtent.ion.
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impulses which lead them to crime are naturally strong and
urgent, and manifest themselves vividly in action, while the
powers of weighing motives, of feeling fear, and of restraining
passion, are generally deficient. There is, therefore, in the
minds of such men usually a deficiency of those powers on
which severe punishment is intended to operate ; and hence
punishment is not calculated, in exact proportion to its se-
verity, to deter them from committing crimes.

This consideration gives strength to the supposition, that that
method of treatment which is best calculated to reform cri-
minals, may, in reality, be also best calculated to deter other
men from committing crime. I therefore proceed,—

2dly, To state my views of this treatment.

In order to reform a criminal, it is necessary to diminish
the vehemence of those desires which led him into crime, and
to strengthen as much as possible those faculties, viz. the
moral sentiments and intellect, which are appointed to guide
and restrain them.

To diminish the energy of the animal propensities, the
offender must be withdrawn from the influence of external
temptations to commit crimes. Imprisonment in a well-
ordered penitentiary will accomplish this object. To increase
the power of the moral and intellectual faculties, the offender
must be trained to habits of sobriety, order, and industry,
and at the same time, he must be furnished with intellectual,
moral, and religious instruction.

Such a mode of treatment will withdraw from the criminal
the enjoyments afforded by sensual pleasures, generally the
greatest objects of his desires, while it will also restrain his
vehement and ill-regulated passions, and force them into sub-
jection to discipline ; a change which will be attended with
no trivial suffering to an ill-constituted mind. It will also
excite his higher faculties into activity, and lead him to form
sounder views of his duty and his interest; which mental
process, also, will at first be to him very disagreeable.

I view the sufferings which will unavoidably attend this
mode of treatment, as analogous to the pain which nature
inflicts during the healing of a broken limb. Both appear to
me to be calculated to serve as motives to men to avoid in-
fringing the organic and moral laws under which Providence
has placed them. In kind and degree of severity, these suf-
ferings seem to be adapted to the case of each individual,
more accurately than is generally perceived. For example,
the more the corporeal system, at the time of sustaining an
injury, has departed from the laws of health, the more severe,
as a general rule, is the suffering which attends the cure ; and
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in like manner, the more impetuous the passions, the more *
debased the moral feelings, and the more untrained and unin-
structed the intellect of the criminal, so much the more
severe will the suffering be, which the treatment necessary
for his moral reformation will occasion. Farther, in propor-
tion as the injured limb returns to a state of health, will the
pain which it occasions diminish ; and in exact proportion to
the progress of the moral reformation of the criminal, will his
mental sufferings decrease. If in the latter, as in the former
- case, the treatment should prove effectual in producing a
radical cure, all suffering will terminate. The limb, again
sound and strong, will no longer ache; and the mind, when
all its judgments and desires have been brought into har-
mony with sobriety, order, industry, and virtue, will no longer
feelobedience to the moral lawas asource of uneasiness, but the
reverse; and then only will the individual be prepared to
take his place in society as a virtuous and useful member.

Let us now apply these principles as rules for judging of
the merits of the American prisons.

In both the solitary and the social systems, the criminal is
removed from the influence of external temptations; but the
solitary system accomplishes this end more effectually than the
social. - Under the former, the criminal is withdrawn from all
intercourse with his fellow-men, excepting only the director,
physician, spiritual instructor, and authorized visitors of the
prison. Under the social system, the criminals, although
confined in separate cells during the night, eat and labour in
the society of each other. Superintendents, indeed, are ever
present in the eating-rooms and workshops to enforce silence
and to prevent communication among them ; but I was assured
by persons who had the means of knowing, and I was myself
convinced of the fact, that nevertheless their ingenuity baffles,
to some extent, every effort of the overseers, and that they, in
a limited degree, interchange intelligence with each other.
As all attempts to do so are forbidden and punishable, the
presumption seems to be warranted, that the information con-
veyed is chiefly of that kind which most interests the criminal
mind ; in other words, that which is not favourable to virtue.

2dly, In the solitary system, the criminal solicits labour as
a favour, to relieve him from the intolerable pains of solitude
and idleness. He thus learns to prize it as an advantage.
Under the social system, labour is forced on him, and he does
not learn to view it as a source of pleasure.

3dly, Under the solitary system, the presence of the crimi-
nal in prison is not known to the other criminals, and when
he is liberated, he, if disposed, may therefore more easily
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avoid the society of profligate associates. Under the social
system, this advantage is wanting.

At the same time, I must remark, that, from the publicity
attending criminal trials in America, the conviction and sen-
tence of every offender is announced in the newspapers, and
practically few men pass through the penitentiary without the
fact of their confinement in it becoming known to nearly all

_who are acquainted with them. As the interests of society,
as well as justice to persons accused, demand that criminal
trials should be conducted publicly, I do not attach much im-
portance to the concealment which is generally considered as
a great advantage attending the solitary system.

4¢hly, In regard to the influence of the two systems on the
bodily health of the prisoners, my impression is, that the -
social system, as practised in the New York prisons, deserves
the preference ; in them the prisoners appeared to be in
robust health. In the Pennsylvania Penitentiary, under the
solitary system, they in general looked like persons who were
not actually labouring under any specific disease, but whose
bodily functions were to some extent enfeebled. They resem-
bled, in some degree, patients whose strength has been re-
duced by fever, who have escaped from the disease, but whose
vigour has not yet been completely restored. In their appear-
ance, there was a degree of softness and susceptibility which
indicated relaxation of the muscular and nervous systems.

At the same time, it is proper to observe, that several emi-
nent physicians unconnected officially with the Eastern Peni-
tentiary in Pennsylvania, but who had attended to its effects on
the health of the prisoners, assured me that the extent of disease
and number of deaths in it, were not greater than in the pri-
sons conducted under the social system. The tables of mor-
tality of the different prisons seemed to lead to a different con-
clusion ; but these physicians furnished explanations which ap-
peared to modifythe conclusions pointed to bythe tables. Hav-
ing had no sufficient means of investigating the facts myself, I
base my inferences on the appearance of the prisoners and the
general principles of physiology, and continue tobold the opinion,
that solitary confinement for a long period (even with all the
mitigations implied in permission to labour, abundance of nu-
tritious food, good ventilation, and occasional visits from
teachers and religious instructors), reduces the physical powers
of the prisoners to a lower condition than the treatment under
the social system ; and I conclude farther, that, when the or-
ganic system is lowered in its general tone, it is more liable to
disease, either from constitutional causes or from injurious ex-
ternal influences, than when it is maintained in full vigour.
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5thly, As to the effects of the two systems on the mental
condition of the prisoners, I remark that, from the robust state
of health apparent in the social prisons, the tone of the whole
nervous system, and of the brain as its great centre, appear to
be more healthy, and in consequence the power of manifesting
the mental faculties to be greater, in them, than in those con-
ducted under the solitary system. I should say that a prisoner
on his release from the social prisons will feel his mind more
capable of making vigorous exertions, less liable to be over-
come by obstacles, and also less exposed to vivid excitement
from external influences, either physical or moral, than a pri-
soner on his liberation from the solitary prisons: in short, in
the social prisons, the nervous system, on the condition of
which mental energy depends, appeared to me to be main-
tained in that degree of vigour which is the concomitant of
good health ; while, in the solitary prisons, the nervous system
seemed to be reduced to that degree of feebleness which is the
natural concomitant of long-continued seclusion and solitude.
In consequence of tlis reduced tone, the mind would be more
susceptible of impressions, but at the same time more liable
to excitement beth from internal and external causes, than un-
der the social discipline; and it would be less capable of mak-
ing vigorous exertions.

Itis stilldisputed in America, whether the solitary system pro-
duces more cases of insanity and intellectual stupidity than the
social system, and I had no sufficient means of investigating the
facts to authorize me to hazard a decided opinion on the ques-
tion. But I mayremark that, in 1839, the physicianof the state-
prison of New Jersey reported that solitary confinement had ac-
tually enfeebled the intellectual capacity of the prisoners.
Farther, the warden of the Eastern Penitentiary of Pennsylva-
nia told me, that as the day of liberation approached, many of
his prisoners became mentally excited, feared to encounter
again the labours ahd temptations of ordinary society, and al-
together manifested a state of mind that made him strongly
desire to see an institution provided for them, in which they
might be prepared physically and mentally to cope with the
difficulties and resist the seductions of social life, before they
were forced back into its vortex. This state of mind appeared
to me to be the natural consequence of the enfeeblement of
the nervous system in general, and of the brain in particular,
produced by solitude.

These remarks, however, do not exhaust the question con-
cerning the effects of the two systems on the mental condition
of the prisoners. I havesaid that, under the social, the men-
tal faculties suffer less diminution of power than under the
solitary system ; but this remark applies to some extent to a//



Criminal Legislation and Prison Discipline. 13

the faculties of the individual. If his moral and intellectual
faculties are less enfeebled, so also are his animal propensities,
the excessive energy or uncontrolled activity of which was
the cause of his crime. The removal of external excitement
does, to a certain extent, diminish the vigour of the propensi-
ties ; but as the social system leaves the whole brain in a healthy
condition, the propensities do not become so languid as they
do under the solitary system, but continue to crave with con-
siderable vehemence for gratification, by the mere internal
activity of their orgaus.

In the solitary prisons, not only arc external stimulants with-
drawn from the animal propensities, but, by the lowering of
the tone of the nervous system in general, their organs are
weakened, and become less prone to spontaneous action.
I observed only one exception to this rule, and it related
to a vice which can be indulged in solitude.* Hence, under
the solitary system, [ consider the extent of vicious de-
sire generally present in the mind of the criminal, with the
above mentioned exception, to be less than under the social
system. In point of fact, I was struck with the higher moral
expression in the countenances of the prisoners in the Eastern
Penitentiary under the solitary system, than in those of the
prisoners under the social system.

Anothercausecontributed to produce this highermoral expres-
sion in the solitary prisoners. Their moral and intellectual or-
gans, by being abnormally reduced in strength, were rendered
more susceptible of impressions ; and as some degree of stimulus
was applied to them, in the form of secular and religious instruc-
tion, they were more vividly excited, in proportion to the ex-
citement of the propensities, than they would have been by
the same amount of cultivation under the social system. They
therefore became, relatively to the propensities, more active ;
and hence arose the higher moral expression. The prisoners
appeared to feel more profoundly the contrast between their
criminal desires and the precepts of morality and religion ;
they looked more repentant, and seemed to take a deeper in-
terest in serious subjects.

In so far, therefore, good effects appeared to be produced
by the solitary system ; but I must remark, that this deeper
repentance and higher interest in religion seemed to me to
bear a close analogy to the repentance of men of sensual dis-
positions, under the influence of diseases which weaken their

* Those individuals in whom the cerebellum, the organ of the sexual pas-
sion, was very large, gratified it by self-abuse, and this evil was apparently
increased by solitude. But as there were no means of gratifging any of the

other passions, these appeared to me to be more quiescent under the solitary
than under the social system.
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nervous systems, and withdraw the accustomed stimulus from
their propensities. It issincere and real, while the organs con-
tinue in that condition ; but as soon as health restores vigour
to the body, and the temptations of the world are again ad-
dressed to the animal propensities, the individuals, in the ge-
nerality of instances, return to their immoral indulgences.
Solitary confinement produces and prolongs this feeble and
susceptible condition of the mental organs, and the criminal is
discharged from prison actually labouring under it. The re-
formation, therefore, which appears to be produced under its
influence, cannot be regarded as permanent. When the excite-
ment of unfavourable external influences is again addressed to
the mind of the offender, he is, to a great degree, incapable of
resisting them ; and when time and intercourse with society
have raised the tone of all his mental organs, the prepondera-
ting activity of the moral and intellectual faculties (as in the
case of the patient recovering from disease) too often vanishes,
the propensities resume the ascendancy, aud all the high hopes
entertained of his reformation disappear.

It is proper to remark, however, that, as there are some
sensual individuals who, after restoration to health, fulfil their
vows of reformation, formed under the influence of disease,
so there are criminals who are permanently reformed by the
moral and religious impressions made on their minds during
imprisonment. The explanation afforded by Phrenology, why
such instances are but few, is the following :—In the per-
sons who are thus reformed, although the organs of the animal
propensities are large, the organs of the moral and intellectual
faculties are also considerably developed; so much so, that
only strong impressions and favourable circumstances were
wanting, at any period of life, to give to the latter faculties
the ascendancy in power over the propensities. In those in-
dividuals in whom the reformation is not permanent, the

ns of the moral and intellectual faculties are less favour-
ably developed in proportion to those of the propensities.

Farther, age exerts a considerable influence on the per-
manency of a reformation begun under the influence of soli-
tary confinement or disease. If the individual be still young
when he is restored to society, the chances of permanency are
diminished ; if he be past 45, an age at which the animal
powers naturally begin to decrease in vigour, they are in-
creased.

To sum up these observations in a few words, I remark,
that, as a general rule, the solitary system, by weakening the
nervous system, increases the susceptibility of the prisoner to
receive moral and religious impressions ; but by wvrolong-
ing the weakness on which the susceptibility depends, to
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the very day of his liberation, it restores him to society
with diminished muscular, nervous, and mental powers,
and therefore with increased liability to excitement, and
diminished capacity to resist temptation, and to surmount
difficulties. = The social system, by placing the prisoner
during the day in the society of his fellows in crime, and by
preserving the nerves and brain in full health, renders him
less susceptible of deep moral and religious impressions ; but
it restores him to society with the vigour of health, less liable
to sudden excitement, and more capable, ceteris paribus, of
.overcoming obstacles.

There is a radical defect in both of these systems of prison
discipline, as administered in America, in not providing suffi-
cient means for strengthening the moral and intellectual fa-
culties of the prisoners. In the majority of criminals the na-
tural strength of the animal propensities is plus, and that of
the moral and intellectual powers is minus, in relation to each
-other, or at best they stand i @quilibrio. Until the prepon-
derance in activity be brought to the side of the higher facul-
ties, the reformation, amidst the temptations of ordinary life,
cannot be relied on as permanent. In order to strengthen
the higher faculties sufficiently, they must be exercised and
instructed, far beyond any thing which I have seen even in
the best-conducted jails. Their cultivation must be great and
prolonged in the ratio of their natural deficiency, before moral
fruits can be obtained. This principle is too generally over-
-looked in the treatment of criminals.

If I were called on to present a sketch of prison discipline
calculated at once to deter individuals from infringing the
law, and to reform offenders, I would propose something like
the following :—

First, The sentence of the offender, after conviction by a
jury, should be confinement in a Penitentiary for an indefinite
period of time. Commissioners named by Government should
_be invested with power, in certain circumstances and on cer-
tain conditions, to restore him to liberty.

Secondly, The criminal should at first be placed in solitary
. confinement, without the means of labour; until he should,
by suffering under the influence of ennui and mental depres-
sion, learn to-appreciate them as an advantage. When re-
quested under this conviction, they should immediately be
. granted.

Thirdly, Solitary confinement, with a duly regulated diet,
should be continued until the brain and nervous system were
brought into the highest state of susceptibility for receiving
moral and religious impressions, consistent with a due regard
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to the preservation of health. The process of lowering the
tone of the nervous system should not be carried so far as to
endanger the constitution, or to expose it to the inroads of
disease, mental or bodily.

Fourthly, The criminal being so prepared, a very effective
course of moral, intellectual, and religious instruction should
be commenced, and continued in solitude until repentance
and the desire of reformation were produced.

Fifthly, In proportion as these impressions were deepened
and the resolution to reform strengthened, the severity of the
discipline and the degree of the seclusion should be relaxed.
Before the moral and intellectual faculties can be rendered
capable of governing the lower propensities, they must be
strengthened by exercise ; and they cannot be sufficiently in-
vigorated in solitude. Strict rules for proper conduct should
be framed, and the offender should be placed more and more
in circumstances in which the observance of them would
depend on the vigour of his own moral and intellectual facul-
ties; and he should be advanced to greater and greater
degrees of liberty, of self-regulation, and of social enjoyment,
in proportion as he shewed himself to be capable of acting
virtuously and wisely ; while, on the other hand, his power of
self-action and his means of enjoyment should be abridged in
exact proportion to his abuse of these advantages.

During the whole period of his confinement, seclusion during
the night, and active labour during the day, should be com-
bined with vigorous moral, intellectual, and religious culti-
vation. Classification of the prisoners during the day should
be duly attended to, so that the more advanced might operate
as guides and examples to those more recently received ; and
those who contributed most effectually, by precept and ex-
ample, to the reformation of their fellows, should be propor-
tionately rewarded. Before the final discharge of a prisoner,
I should consider it necessary to bring him into that state of
moral and intellectual vigour, and of clear perception that
the paths of virtue are the only paths of peace and happiness,
that he could be allowed to go at large into society on parti-
cular occasions, on the pledge of his word to return at a cer-
tain hour to the Penitentiary. These institutions should be
placed at a distance from large towns, but near rural villages,
with the inhabitants of which the prisoners in the progress of
their moral probation might hold regulated communication.
. If the treatment within the Penitentiary were conducted on the
principles now recommended, my opinion is, that, in the course
of time, a great majority of the criminals could be brought
into that condition of mind in which they would not only give



Criminal Legislation and Prison Discipline. 17

the pledge, but would redeem it faithfully; and until they
were capable of doing so, I should consider them not fit to be
restored to society.

In some individuals, the moral and intellectual organs are
so deficient in size, in proportion to those of the propensities,
that they may be found incapable of reformation.* Such
men are moral patients, and they should be confined for life.
Under this system of treatment, they could be easily distin-
guished ; it would be seen that no deep moral or religious
impressions were made on them, that they did not advance
in reformation, and that they abused every extension of
freedom allowed to them. According to the laws of the
prison, they would, by their own conduct, postpone inde-
finitely the day of their liberation; and they would thus
remain prisoners for life, without the necessity of any special
sentence condemning them to this detention. The opinion
that offenders, if once at large, would, under the pledge of
honour, return to the prison, will, by many, be regarded as
Utopian ; but the object of the treatment now recommended,
is to rekindle in the prisoner’s mind the sense of honour and
of the sanctity of a promise, and if this cannot be accom-
plished, his reformation is hopeless. Besides, the motives
which prompt the prisoner to flee from an ordinary prison
- would not exist here. In support of my opinion, I may men-
tion, that the Bridewell of Glasgow is conducted, as far as the
state of the law will allow, on humane principles; and that
four boys who had been confined in it, and at the expiry of
their sentences had been liberated, having found themselves
unable to procure employment, and having been reduced to
the alternative of again becoming criminals or of dying from
want, after a consultation among themselves, resolved to
return to Bridewell, to state their case to Mr Brebner the
Superintendent (who, by his humane treatment, had convinced

* The fact that a class of irreclaimable offenders exists is now acknow-
ledged by the greater number of humane and intelllifent prison superin-
ten(glents.v Mr Frederick Hill, the enlightened and philanthropic Inspector
.of the Prisons of Scotland, Northumberland, and Durham, in his Seventh
Report, dated 10th August 1842, says, ¢ I have already stated it as my be-
lief, in this and others of my Reports, that there is a considerable class of
offenders, who, on account of confirmed habits of crime, or want of self-con-
trol to resist temptation, must be loocked upon as incurable; and that these
ought to be withdrawn permanently from society. But the fact, that these
persons are beyond the power of prison discipline to reform (although the
greater portion even of these may be rendered quiet, inoffensive, and, to a
certain extent, self-supporting, in prison), is no more a proof that prison
discipline is inoperative, than is the corresponding fact, that many persons
are suffering from physical maladies which must end in death, a proof that
the science of medicine is mere quackery.” P.11. -
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them that he was their friend), and to solicit as a favour to
be received back again into the prison, until they could find -
the means of earning an honest livelihood. He opened the
prison gates, restored them to their cells, and reported in the
city this spontaneous triumph of their moral faculties; on
which masters were speedily found who unhesitatingly re-
ceived them into their service, and they were saved from a
life of crime.

In the present state of the criminal law and of public opi-
nion, it may appear to be impossible to reduce these views to
practice ; but I beg leave to suggest a method by which they
might be brought to the test of experience. If an institu-
tion, capable of accommodating 40 or 50 persons, were pre-
pared in conformity with the principles nowadvocated, it might
be supplied with inmates in the following manner. Let the
criminal law, the punishments awarded to crimes, and the
treatment of offenders in the common prisons, all remain as they
now are ; but let a new law be made, placing it in the power
of the supreme judges, to offer to each of a limited number
of criminals who have been sentenced to three or more years’
imprisonment, the option of either undergoing the punishment
awarded by the previous laws to his offence, or surrendering
himself, without condition or limitation, as an inmate of this
new institution, to be treated as its rules should prescribe, and
to be confined in it as long as its directors should consider
it necessary to detain him. This law should declare the
contract by which the criminal surrendered himself to the di-
rectors to be legal and valid ; so that the directors might en-
joy power to enforce the rules of the institution, and to re-
claim any offender who should attempt to escape.

When condemned criminals clearly understood the object
and spirit of the treatment to which they would be subjected
in the new institution, many of them would willingly surren-
der themselves to its directors, and by this means the experi-
ment now recommended might be tried at little expense, and
‘without any important interference either with the existing
criminal laws or with public opinion; and if it should prove
unsuccessful, very little harm would have been done, either
to the public or to the criminals themselves.

. It would be indispensable to the success of the experiment,
that the directors and all the officers and teachers of the in-
stitution should be convinced of the soundness of the princi-
ples on which it proceeded, and should desire to realize its
objects. Ifits execution were intrusted to the advocates of the
existing system of prison discipline, or even to the admirers
of any system different from the one now recommended, the
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failure of it might safely be predicted. As the results con-
templated could be attained only by fervent and long-sus-
tained moral, religious, and intellectual efforts on the part of
the officers of the institution, any lukewarmness on their part
would prove an all-sufficient cause of non-success,

Finally. A practical knowledge of Phrenology on the part
of the chief superintendent and directors of the institution,
would be of great advantage. By means of this science, the
natural dispositions and talents of each individual could be as-
certained, much deception on the part of the criminals be
prevented, and a steady and consistent direction be given to
the efforts of all the persons employed in the institution.

The views contained in this letter are of necessity general;
because a volume would be requisite to state all the modifi-
cations and details that would be necessary ta be attended to in
carrying them into“practical effect; but your own extensive
knowledge of the principles of criminal legislation and the
practice of prison discipline, will enable you to correct the
errors into which I may have fallen, and to supply the defi-
ciencies of the present exposition. I haye the honour to re-
main, with the highest esteem, my dear Sir, yours most faith-
fully, Geo. ConsE.

I1. Progress of Liberal Education—The Glasgow Western
Academy.

[It was mentioned in our last Number, that a seminary had
recently been established in Glasgow under the title of the
Glasgow Western Academy ; and that, from the addresses de-
livered by the head masters to a meeting of ladies and gentle-
men assembled for the ‘purpose of hearing the objects of the
institution expounded, it appeared that those objects were
highly beneficial and worthy of encouragement. The address
delivered on the occasion by Mr George Greig ome of the
masters, and subsequently published in the Glasgow Argus,
contains so many sound and enlightened views on the subject
of physical and mental culture, that we think it worthy of a
more than loeal circulation, and therefore here present it, in a
slightly abridged form, to our readers.—Enp.]

It has been stated, in the prospectus which has been cireu-
lated amongst the friends of education in Glasgow, that ¢ the
object of this institution is to afford to the inhabitants of
Glasgow, and more particularly to those resident in the wes-
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tern part of the city, an opportunity of obtaining, without
resorting to distant seminaries, a comprehensive, liberal, and
systematio course of instruction for their sons, under the eye
and tuition of the same masters, in the same building and
play-ground, and with the same companions.” The advan-
tages thus proposed are as evident as they are important ;
and no argument can be necessary to shew, that, as a know-
ledge of the temper and taste, as well as talent, of the pupil,
is essential to the educator’s success, there is much greater
probability of a successful system of training and tuition being
pursued, where the teacher has the opportunity of seeing his
charge in the playground as well as in the classroom, than
where he beholds him only under the usual sedate aspect of a
student. But while these several advantages will be generally
admitted, it will be naturally expected that some explanation
will be afforded of what is included in the comprehensive,
liberal,” and systematic course of instruction thus promised ;
and it is to furnish this explanation that the efforts of my
valued colleague and myself will, on this occasion, be made.
The duty that devolves upon myself is to furnish as full and
complete a development of our general management, and of
the particular departments of tuition committed to my charge,
as the limited extent of a single address will allow; and,
leaving to my worthy associate that explanation which he is
so well able to afford, I shall endeavour so to unite theory
with practiee, as to enable you at once to understand what we
conceive to be the objects of the several branches of a physi-
cal, intellectual, and moral training, which constitute the sum
of education ; and what will be the instrumentality or means
employed for their realization in that institution in which we
are to be labourers.

1. The greater importance and more lasting duration of the
influence of moral education, demand for it our first considera-
tion. Believing, with an eminent countryman of your own,
~ that the great object of education * is to make man wiser and
better—to give him a greater means of happiness to himself,
and a stronger desire to promote the happiness of others—to
train the imbecility and ignorance of infancy into all the vir-
tue, and power, and intellect of mature manhood—to form a
creature, the frailest and feeblest perhaps which Heaven has
made, into the intelligent and mighty sovereign of the whole
animated creation—the interpreter, the adorer, and almost the
representative of Divinity !” Believing this, I say, to be the great
end of all teaching, it will be easily conceived that we are pre-
pared to assert, most distinctly and most emphatically, that
religion ought to be the basis of education; for ¢ the human
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body may attain its noblest perfection of health and strength,
the observation may be acute, the intellect profound, the
imagination rich, and yet these varied and glorious powers
turned to evil. Strength may support tyranny, acuteness and
depth raise up obstacles to truth, and imagination spread its
gorgeous eloquence in the service of the basest vices. The
work is incomplete if the moral nature remains uncivilized.
Physical and intellectual education aim at the perfection: of .
the instruments, which may become implements of evil, if
moral education does not succeed in regulating the power
which is to use them.” How gladly, then, do we hail the
sacred Scriptures as the most powerful agency in moral edu-
cation—how readily do we admit that they alone contain that
perfect code of morality, by obedience to which man’s greatest
happiness is only to be obtained. We are well aware, that
precepts, however important, will not produce that character
which it is our great aim to secure to our pupils. Example
must be added, and the teacher’s conduct should furnish the
best illustration of the lessons he would instil. Training also,
or the constant exercise of the scholars in acts of virtue, must
be employed. In order to unite these various processes in
our institution, a constant watchfulness will be exercised over
the pupils, the slightest deviation from rectitude checked, a
studious regard for truth and justice inculcated, and the ex-
change of the most kindly and most benevolent feelings with
their playmates unceasingly encouraged. In addition to this,
the strictest punctuality will be exacted, habits of order and
regularity will be induced by the arrangement of the classes,
and every attention will be paid to decorous behaviour, both
in the class and in the playground; and thus, as the pupils
will never be left without the care of one of the masters during
the whole time that they may be under our charge, we trust
that we are not promising ourselves or you too much, when
we hope, with firm reliance upon the Author of all good, to
succeed in training up our charge to ‘love the Lord their
God, with all their heart, with all their soul, and with all their
strength,” and ‘ to do unto others as they would that others
should do unto them.”

2. By physical education, we understand the employment of
those agencies by which that sound and vigorous frame of body,
which is one of the greatest of blessings, may be more readily
attained by our pupils, and, at the same time, a powerful in-
fluence be exerted upon their intellect, their morals, and their
happiness. A sound body was the chief element in the hap-
piness of the ancients; and modern educators, aware of the
important and intimate connection hetween the body and the
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mind, have turmed much of their attention to the conditions
necessary to the well-being of the former, as a direct means of
influencing the latter. Many of the conditions upon whieh
the vigour and health of the body depend, such as diet and
zest, will not be within our province or power; but it will be
an object of no small moment with us to acquaint our pupils
with the wondrous mechanism displayed in the structure of
the human frame, and with those laws of health essential to
its preservation. 'The valuable works of such men as Drs
Andrew Combe, Southwood Smith, and Curtis, will make
this a comparatively easy task; and experience has shewn
that there are few studies more replete with interest to the
intelligent youth, and none more calculated to benefit, than
those which shew “ how wondrousty and how fearfully man is
made.”” For the practical accomplishment of our views, every
provision has been made; thus, in addition to an airy play-
ground, a spacious and well-provided gymnasium has been
prepared, where regular lessons in gymnastics will be given
to all the pupils. Every attention has also been paid to the
arrangement of the class-rooms—to their ventilation and to
their warmth. The pupils will be able to assume easy posi-
tions ; and the appearance of the rooms being light and
cheerful, the lessons will assume a much more pleasant cha-
racter than would be possible under the usual educational
plans. Care has also been taken to provide against the un-
healthy as well as the inconvenient practice of crowding many
scholars, pursuing different studies, into one room, by pre-
paring a commodious apartment for each branch of tuition ;
and thus good order and method, so essential to physical as
well gs to intellectual training, will also be preserved. The
tlasses will be limited in duration to about fifty minutes, a
short period being allowed between each class for breathing
the open air, and taking lively exercise, the beneficial effect
of which upon intellectual vigour is so well known. A longer
interval of half an hour or an hour will also be allowed in the
middle of each day, so as to prevent the pupils from feeling
the time devoted to teaching tedious, and consequently un-
profitable ; and, as a master will be with them in the play-
ground, the pupils will still be undergoing a system of training
even in their games; and, to prevent that long abstinexce
from food, which is especially to be avoided in youth, arrange--
ments will be made by which our pupils can partake of some
light refreshment duaring the time thus allowed for recreation.
Physical training is a branch of edueation, the value of which,
as part of & complete system, has been but little recognised ;
we are inclined to attach much more importance to it, know-
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ing how often a long train of serious evils has resulted from .
the neglected physical education of youth ; and, satisfied that

much of the happiness of the man depends upon the proper

unfolding and healthful training of the bodily powers of the

child, we shall, at all times, carefully endeavour to avail our-

selves of every opportunity that is afforded of improvement in

so0 valuable a department of human education.

8. Imtellectual education should include not merely the com-
munication of knowledge, but, as still more important, the
development and strengthening of the intellectual powers of
the child, by which he may the more readily secure knowledge
for himself. Hitherto, the mere communication of a certain
amount of knowledge has, in most cases, been allowed to pass
for a good education ; but the power of memory having been
almost exclusively addressed, while the reflective powers of
the mind have been left with scarcely any working, the ideas
which have been conveyed, instead of taking root and bring-
ing forth real knowledge, have but too frequently lain in
‘“ dead useless masses upon the surface of the mind.” Unless,
therefore, the child is taught to think as well as to repeat, he
will scarcely be made to understand ; he may remember facts,
but will not be able to derive instruction from them ; he may
repeat lessons, conned by rote, but unless his reflective facul-
ties have been exercised, and the clear ideas conveyed by these
lessons have been grasped by himself, by the application of
thought as well as of memory, no solid good will be obtained.
The child must be taught to observe, and trained in the habit
of reflection. It has been well remarked by Mr Lalor, in his
valuable essay, that “ Education is a preparation for after-life.
It should not attempt so much to communicate extensive
knowledge, as to excite the love of it. The results of the
observations of the most eminent observers, received passively
into the mind, are worthless, compared with the habit of
observing for one’s self. In the one case, a man enters life
with cumbrous stores which serve no purpose, because he
knows not how to use them; in the other, he cgmes with a
slender stock, thoroughly at command, and with skill to in-
crease it by daily fruits of original observation and reflection.”
To accomplish this important end of intellectual education,
our pupils, in the earlier stages, will be taught as much as
possible by objects, and thus be enabled to understand the
things themselves, as well as the words, which, alone, would
convey a much weaker impression than the reality; and, in
all the subsequent departments of tuition and training, care
will be taken to afford constant exercise to that power of
thought which it. will be our great aim to educe. The
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course of instruction will include all the branches of learming
usually taught in schools, as well as various departments of
general science, which at present have been admitted into
comparatively few institutions as parts of a scheme of educa-
tion. As my highly respected colleague will unfold the rou-
tine to be observed, and. the plans to be pursued, in his
important departments of tuition, I shall briefly explain the
course to be followed in my own department, and advert to
those other branches of tuition which are embraced in our
curriculam. In the English department will be included
reading, elocution, spelling, grammar, composition, logic, and
rhetoric, with geography and history. In reading and elécu-
tion, especial attention will be paid to correctness of pronun-
ciation and intonation, and various methods will be employed .
to secure clear and distinct enunciation. Spelling will be
taught in various ways, but without the old parroting spelling-
book ; and the pupils will be constantly examined as to the
meaning of the words they spell. Grammar will not be sys-
tematically taught at so early a period as is the usual practice,
although it will be incidentally taught from the commence-
ment of reading. When the pupil has obtained some know-
ledge of the language and its usual phenomena, a systematic
course of instruction upon the rules of grammar, or laws of
language, will be far more eagerly pursued, and such lessons
far more easily acquired, than by the usual drudgery of «
ing through grammar” before commonly able to read the
language to which it has reference. By delaying, also,
systematic grammar to a somewhat advanced period of
tuition, the great advantage will be secured of having the
pupil most probably studying the grammar of the Latin,
Greek, and French languages at the same period ; and, from
the great similarity observed by him, he will be much facili-
tated in its acquisition in each department. Composition will
be commenced as soon as the pupil can write freely, and will
extend from the mere written names of ordinary objects to the
writing of gssays upon various subjects, always associated
with some branch of study. The object of teaching the ele-
ments of logic and rhetoric will be in accordance with what I
have stated in the first part of this division of my address—to
induce habits of clear and connected thought, and to enable
the pupil to express those thoughts in appropriate and elegant
language. Geography will be taught not merely as the
science which explains the external appearance of the earth
and its various changes, but also as the pioneer of history,
preparing for and aiding its proper understanding. The use
of the globes will necessarily form a part of this department.
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History will not be taught merely as a record of the past, but
will be used also as means of enabling our charge “ to deduce
what will be from what is, by means of what has been.” It
will be our object also, as well expressed by an eloquent
writer on education,  to give history an aspect more of peace
than of war, to render it a true picture of the successive
generations of the human race, rather than a mere chronicle
of kings ; a valuable record of experience related to the phi-
losophy of man, as a gradual induction of facts capable of
being systematized into a code of practical principles, with a
beneficial application to every department of human affairs.”
In the course of our lessons various departments of general
knowledge, such as zoology, animal and vegetable physiology,
mineralogy, geology, and different branches of natural philo-
sophy, will be included ; some as means of recreation, most of
them incidentully and systematically taught, but all of them
as sources of valuable instruction. It is almost needless for
me to say, that lessons in the natural history, geography,
chronology, and poetry of the Bible, with the manners and
customs of the Jews, will occupy a prominent place in this de-
partment of tuition. Great attention will be paid to writing
in our institution, not simply as a separate branch of educa-
tion, but also as forming a part of our whole system of intel-
lectual teaching ; and as habits of careless writing are chiefly
induced by a want of attention to the penmanship of exercises
and essays, neatness and beauty in the caligraphy, as well as
correctness in composition, will be expected from our pupils.
A new system of instruction in writing will be pursued in the
junior classes, which time will not permit to be further ex-
plained .at present than to say that it will consist of the ap-
plication Of the principle of analysis to letters, and thus the
pupils will be taught to write by learning the simple ele-
ments of writing, just as we teach them every other kind
of knowledge, by making them at first acquainted with the
simplest and clearest ideas of the matters to be known.
Book-keeping will be taught both as to its theory and practice, ’
and every effort employed to perfect our pupils in a branch of
knowledge so important in a commercial city like Glasgow.
Drawing will be taught not merely as an accomplishment, but
as a powerful auxiliary to many other branches of education ;
and, by causing the pupils to insert sketches of objects, dia-
grams, views, &c., in their written essays, we shall study to
promote a taste for this useful and elegant study. Provision.
will be made for teaching the most important modern lan--
guages—the French and German. Efforts are at present
being made to secure the services of an efficient native, direct
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from the Continent. These arrangements will preclude us
from commencing German at once, but, for the time, atten-
tion will be paid to the French department by another mas-
ter.

Being wishful to give a somewhat complete outlire of our
proposed plan of operations, I have necessarily drawn largely
upon your time and patience, while at the same time I am
aware that my details have been most imperfect. It is, how-
ever, in the class-rooms that a knowledge of the system pur-
sued can be alone correctly obtained, and to such investigation
every facility will be given by the masters. We shall, it is
true, have no * exhibition days,” but we earnestly invite
parents and friends of education to examine, on the spot, into
our plans ; making but one condition—that they shall time the
period and duration of their visits so as not to disturb the
order of the classes, nor to distract too much the attention of
the teacher and scholars. Though I have thus been speaking
of these several departments of tuition and training as sepa-
rate, it must be remembered that they are but parts of a sys-
tem, and that it is only in the agreement of each one of these
branches with the other, and the perfect performance of the
duties of all, that sound education can be said to consist. It
is from such an education, which, with religion for its basis,
and intelligence for its superstructure, shall have taught the
child to think, to feel, and to act, so as to promote his own
happiness, and the happiness of those around him, that we
shall look for the full development of those thoughts, feelings,
and actions through life, ¢ which is itself, upon the concur-

- rent testimony of revelation and reason, a state of preparation
or education fyor a subsequent and more glorious existence.”

A fewwords will suffice as to our means of discipline. From
what has already been advanced, it will easily be supposed
that, making that love which the Bible teaches the great mo-
tive, we shall superadd all those incitements to learning and
obedience, which the nature of truth, the importance and love
of knowledge, and the affection of devoted masters, can fur-
nish. Thus supplied, we confidently rely upon being able to
dispense with the usual modes of rewards and punishments.
Personal chastisement will not, on any consideration, nor
whatever the offence, be inflicted : if there should be a case—
though we do not fear it—where all kind, suasive, and correc-
tive means fail, it will be a sufficient evidence that, so far as
that pupil is concerned, he is neither a fit scholar for us, nor
shall we be fit masters for him. We have, however, too great
a reliance upon a well-organized system of education, to be-
lieve that such an instance will occur. Every means of cor-
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reetion that kindness with prudence can.dictate will be
employed, and the pupils taught to feel that whenever cor-
rection becomes necessary, it is for their benefit, and not for
the gratification of the master’s anger. Rewards will not be
given for mere intellectual advancement, which is more fre-
quently a proof of superior natural ability than of stricter and
more attentive application. Our testimonials will have refer-
ence to the entire conduct of the pupil, and may, therefore,
be justly looked upon as credentials of character, not as re-
wards for scholarship. Although throughout all these remarks
we have been considering our plans of education irrespective
of other influences, yet we are justly sensible that the prepara-
tion of the child, before he is committed to our charge, and a
joint care of him whilst under our management, devolves upon
his parents. We would, therefore, most earnestly solicit that
affectionate co-operation, on the part of parents and guardians,
without which our efforts must be comparatively fruitless, but,
combined with which, we may well command success. Your
smiles will cheer him in his labour when preparing for his
class; your approbation secure to him his most cherished re-
ward in success. If you think us worthy to share your
responsibility in training up your child in the way he should
go, at least exhibit your sense of that worthiness by attending
a little to the studies of the child when at home. We would
also entreat you not to judge too hastily of the system ; nor
altogether estimate the value of the studies of your children
by the different course that you may have pursued. Look for
the fruits of education ; make yourself acquainted, by person-
al investigation, with the means employed ; allow a sufficient
time for the unfolding of the results you have been led to ex-
pect ; and then, but not till then, form your opinion of the sys-
tem which has been adopted.

[When Mr Grei% had concluded, the meeting was address-
ed at considerable length by Mr R. J. Nelson on the depart-
ments of classical and mathematical education, which have
been committed to his charge. It was then intimated that
the Academy would be opened om 16th September; and,
after voting thanks to the Lord Provost, who occupied the
chair, the Meeting adjourned.]

111. Notes on the Connexion of Temperament with Cerebral
' Organization. By Mr E. J. Hyrcue.

Amongst the active powers in modifying and controlling
the bias of the cerebral organization, the temperaments are
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in cases of great intellectual precocity, when in fact the men-
tal stature of manhood is attained in extreme youth. In
Sunday schools I have found 70 per cent. of the sanguineous
in boys, and above 80 per cent. in the girls. The bilious ap-
peared to be introduced about the fifteenth year; and after
that period, the influence of the sanguine temperament gra-
dually lessened ; hence the ratio of the sanguine in male adults
is not at all in proportion to its prevalence in boyhood. The
change in females is not so great, but the nervous tempera«
ment is more powerful after than before puberty.

Farther, we find that the lymphatic temperament increases
with the advance of age, so that persons who presented little
sign of its existence in manhood, display its predominance
when senility arrives. This growth of the lymphatic is most
observable in persons engaged in trade, particularly those
whose circumstances do not require much anxiety as to their
prospects, and who are devoid of intellectual taste. It ap-
pears that persons in whom the nervous most prevails, are
least liable to the encroachments of the lymphatic tempera-
ment, whilst the sanguineous are most subject to this dege-
neracy.

II. From much observation, I am convinced that where
there is a general commixture of the temperaments, most be-
neficial results ensue. Indeed, this appears a law of nature ;
for it is rarely that we find one temperament only; but cases
are not unfrequent where of two temperaments one so pre-
dominates, as to nullify the antagonistic power of the other.
Indeed, as a general rule, one temperament prevails. The
desirableness of a mixed temperament appears from these
facts—that the nervous and sanguine impart general acti-
vity ; the bilious, the power of untiring action ; and the lym-
phatic, that degree of inaction which is essential to the resus-
citation of the brain after fatiguing employment. Take, for
example, the case of G. S. He has a pure nervous tempera-
ment—he is characterized by the utmost degree of cerebral
activity, and in any given period he can perform an uncommon
amount of intellectual labour. But, when his task is completed,
physical prostration and mental exhaustion ensue, insomuch
that he can neither think nor act. Now, if to this pure ner-
vous the bilious temperament had been conjoined, the fulfil-
ment of his task would have occupied more time, but it would
have produced less consequent fatigue; and the completion
of the old task would not have precluded his entrance on a
new engagement. And by the addition of the sanguine and
lymphatic temperaments, the physical system would have re-
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ceived that nourishment and rest, upon which the proper ac-
tion of the brain is dependent. v

But here the question recurs—How can we produce this re-
sult? If we cannot entirely eradicate the temperamental
tendency of a man like G. S., increased as it has been by the
growth consequent upon habit, its power can be at least li-
mited to the individual. Herein proper regulations for inter-
marriage will become beneficial ; and the moral feeling of the
person who possesses a temperament to an injurious excess is
appealed to, as he values the interests of his offspring and
society, to subscribe the marriage-contract with an antagonis-
tic temperament. For as surely as the orgamic tendency to
scrofula and insanity is transmitted, so certain is it that tem-
peraments also are hereditary. Family portraits indicate
family features and family temperaments. From sluggish
temperaments those of an active character rarely emanate ;
and from the nervo-sanguine in man and woman, we usuall
find the same combination in the offspring. Nor is this all.
When two persons are united in whom one and the same tem-
perament prevails, it is not only found in the issue, but in
greater abundance, and its energy is more excessive. And
hence, from the illustrations with which I am acquainted, I
am inclined to consider that the continued intermarriage of
the pure nervous would generate a cerebral activity provoca-
tive of insanity, and that the constant combination of the
lymphatic would ultimately produce idiocy.

Further, upon the intermarriage of antagonistic tempera-
ments, we generally find those temperaments blended in the
issue. It does not, however, appear from whom the predomi-
nating temperament shall be derived —that of the father
sometimes prevailing, and occasionally that of the mother.
Thus T am acquainted with a family of seven children—all
possess the combined temperament of the parents; but in
some the father’s temperament predominates, and in others
that of the mother, and this irrespective of sex. The general
rule of temperamental production is, however, elicited—¢ like
produces like ;” and hence, the existence of temperaments,
their design, and the evils which may be engendered by the
neglect of due regulation, should no more be forgotten pre-
viously to the subscription of the marriage-settlement than
-moral and intellectual qualities.

The late Mr T. A. Knight, who devoted much of his at-
tention to the laws which regulate the transmission of quali-
ties, intimates, that the influence of the -temperaments is not
confined to the physical constitution, but also prevails in in-
creasing or curbing mental power. He says, that he is ¢ dis-
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posed to think, that the most powerful minds will be found in
offspring of parents of different hereditary constitution ;” and
that he has “ witnessed the bad effects of marriages between
two individuals very similar to each other in character and
colour.” So also Mr Alexander Walker, in his very curious
work on * Intermarriage” (page 419), states his opinion, that
the “ union of-different temperaments should be favoured ;”
but adds, that «the notion that the bilious might adva.ntarre-
ously be joined with the lymphatic or sanguine is founded in
error.” The latter opinion, however, is a mere hypothesis ;
for the combination of the sanguine and lymphatic tempera-
ments is common, and the conJunctlon he repudiates is desir-
able, because the vivacity of the sanguine counteracts the
sluggish lymphatic, and thus the action of the brain is properly
regulated by being neither too excitable nor too inert.

HI. From some observations, it appears to me that there is
an affinity between the nervous and bilious temperaments,
and intellectual pursuits; and that the predominance of the
sanguine or lymphatic, indicates the prevalence of the physi-
cal system, or its cognate organs. It is true that illustrations

1 the temperaments may be found in men who have
attamed eminence ; for we find the nervous in Fuseli and the
bilious in Beranger, while strong traces of the sanguine in
Mirabeau, and of the lymphatic in Thomson and Fox, are
discoverable. But we shall find that the adverse tempera-
ments were not solitary, but combined, although in less de, ee,
with those of an antagonistic chara.cter and the size o
brains of the illustrious men in questlon, was as far above the
ordinary standard as were their actions. The life of Mira-
beau shews how much he was addicted to the physical gratifi-
cations, and I need scarcely indicate what strong inducements
were requisite to incite the sluggish powers of Thomson and
Fox into activity.

The connection between the temperaments and intellectual
vigour or inertness, has been recognised by many observers.
Dr Brown, indeed, considered that temperamental are not
innate qualities, but that they are produced by habit alone.
But this opinion is partially erroneous ; for however much the
temperament of manhood may be engendered by the special
mental development, yet there can be no doubt of the exist-
ence of inherent temperaments: for we perceive their indica-
tions in infancy, when scarcely more than the organic functions
are performed. Nevertheless, the connection of temperament
and intellectual habit must have been very striking, to have
allowed Dr Brown to make so strange a deduction. Shak-
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speare, with that masterly observation which has rendered his
portraitures of character as life-like now as when they were
first embodied, also recognises the connection of mentalization
and temperament. In his play of Julius Ceesar, the following
pithy lines occur:— ,

¢ Let me have men about me that are fat,
Sleek-headed men, and such as sleep o’ nights :
Yond’ Cassius has a lean and hungry look ;
He thinks too much : such men are dangerous !”

The relation between the lymphatic temperament and inert
intellect, has even been recognised by savage tribes. Mr
Moffat, in his able account of his labours, in speaking of the
Bechuanas, who, it appears, possess a periodical conclave re-
sembling our Parliament, says, in reference to the head chief—
“I have heard him inveighed against for making women his
senators and his wife prime minister—while the audience
were requested to look at his body and see if he were not get-
ting too fat, a sure indication that his mind was little exercised
in anxieties about the welfare of his people.”

It is a well-attested fact, that distinguished warrior-states-
men—men whose talents were as strikingly developed in the
cabinet as in the camp—have been characterized by the
nervo-bilious temperament. Julius Ceesar, Charlemagne, Crom-
well, and Napoleon, are éxamples of this fact. Most poets
have also possessed a large share of the nervous temperament
—the portraits of Tasso, Dante, and Alfieri, and of Pope,
Campbell, Keats, Shelley, and Leigh Hunt, indicate its pre-
sence. Great thinkers, like Kant or Spurzheim, have possessed
much of the bilious temperament.

Nor is the rule confined to public characters: for in most
cases which I have observed, the nervous or bilious tempera-
ment has rarely been found in connection with the addiction
to mere animal gratification ; but where there have been strong
propensities, there has also been the antagonistic tendency to
intellectual exercise. But in those men in whom the Iym-
phatic has prevailed, and who have been engaged in intellec-
tual labour, it has sprung from the force of great natural
talent, and from external influence or necessity, as in the
case of Dr Johnson. It has resulted from this, that, when
the counter-operating temperaments have been blended in
equal portions, and the brain has been of the medium class,
the organs to which they are related have been alternately
supreme, according as internal excitement or external circum-
stance has predominated.

To shew the connection between temperament and the
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prevalence of the intellectual or animal system, I may notice
the different intellectual positions occupied by the nervous
French and the bilious Germans, when compared with the
mental status attained by the lymphatic Dutch. It is impos-
sible to trace the progress of literature or science without
concluding that our attainments could not have been what
they are if these countries had not existed, whilst the names
of few Hollanders are engraved on the tablet of memory. It
is true that the Dutch can boast of a Grotius, a Huygens,
and a Boerhaave ; but these philosophers did not possess the
national temperament, the bilious having prevailed in their
constitution ; and hence they can scarcely be considered as a
type of the national character, no more indeed than could the
head of Eustache be considered as a type of the negro head.

‘Whilst pursuing these investigations, many persons, who
possess a large endowment of the sanguine temperament,
together with a cerebral organization such as tends to meta-
physical studies, have confessed that their great physical
vivacity is an impediment to continuous reflection on abstruse
subjects. Nor is this the only obstacle to intellectual progress
which is derived from the sanguine temperament. Persons
in whom this temperament predominates will be found com-
mencing a study with much vigour, and with an earnest
intention to persist in its attainment; but difficulties soon
discourage, the brain soon becomes too tired for the attention
to be fixed, and the unaccomplished task is abandoned with
as much alacrity as it was commenced. Nor will a large
endowment of Concentrativeness serve to fix the attention, if
the sanguine temperament too much prevail. Such persons
admit that they possess the mental snclination to concentre
their energies on one pursuit; but they intimate that, as their
physical constitution is a great antagonist to the completion
of their aims, by inducing wandering of thought and ennui, it
is only by repeated efforts, and a determination of purpose,
continued day by day, that they are finally successful.

Again, Sunday scholars exemplify my position. Ask the
teachers to indicate the restless, fidgetty children—the clock-
watchers and untiring trick-players—and in nine cases out of
ten the boys of sanguine temperament will be pointed to, and
it will be found that their inclination to frolic arises meore
from natural physical vivacity, than from any wilful desire to
neglect their lessons. Again, we do not choose the nervous
temperaments for our porters ; but we select the sanguineous,
with its physical vigour. Besides this, the extreme nervous
organization is rarely found amongst the agricultural popula-
tion ; the peasantry of Yorkshire display much of the sanguine
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and lymphatic temperaments. But amongst the "artizans of
London—who require the dexterous employment of many
intellectual organs—the bilious temperament abounds. Nor
is this contrast of temperament more striking than is the
difference between the intellectual apathy of the one, and the
energy displayed by the other. But in those cases where the
rule is reversed, we find the country labourer seeking the
more congenial town, for his birth-place and position are alien
to his feelings; and the lethargic townsman, if he retain his
station, is rarely elevated in the scale of society. A large
town, therefore, becomes the destined home of the energetic
temperament, for none other can compete with its difficulties
and overcome rivalry and opposition. The mere sanguineous
cares for physical enjoyments alone, and the lymphatic heeds
the luxury—to him at least—of doing nothing, too much to
hold out his hand for the prizes of society. The nervous and
bilious, on the contrary, are rarely happy except when actively
employed, thus exemplifying the dictum of Byron—

“ For quiet to quick souls is as a hell.”

IV. The fact that intellectual and physical vigour are pro-
moted by activity and workableness of temperament, is gene-
rally admitted ; but a few further illustrations of the doctrine
may be adduced. Most factories present obvious proofs of its
correctness. We shall find that the best workmen—those
who seek out new methods to evince their skill, and suggest
practical improvements in machinery—possess the nervo-bili-
ous temperament. So those who are slow in their work, and
slow in comprehending their orders, particularly if their per-
formance involve any novelty, will be noticed as much for
temperamental as for intellectual sluggishness. Thus, we shall
also find, that the secretaries to sick-clubs, and the delegates
to trade-meetings, possess vigorous temperaments.

We have a striking illustration of the influence of tempe-
rament in the pauper class. They are characterized by a
mental apathy and physical sluggishness, which approximate
to idiocy. Their movements are slow ; the play of the coun-
tenance is feeble ; the eye lacks lustre, and is expressionless ;
and the prevailing physiognomical sign indicates that exercise
with them is synonymous with pain. As a class, they possess
the lymphatic temperament, varied in the young by the addi-
tion of a small portion of the sanguineous.

Now, it is rarely that we discover amongst the pauper class
‘any aspiration for the melioration of their mental condition ;
and if it be at all improved, it is not by self-help, but from
the leading of other men. Give them much food and little
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work, and they are satisfied. Hence it is, that in the riots
which occasionally occur in workhouses, we rarely find that
they are so much generated by official cruelty, as by what
they consider over-work and under-food ; and it will be found
on inquiry, that the men in whom some degree of physical
vivacity remains,—the sanguine temperaments, in short,—are
the planners and ringleaders. Those persons who have been
induced by the parish gratuity to accept the youthful paupers
as apprentices, describe them as almost incapable of self-exer-
tion, and intimate that they require double care and double
instruction before their perception can be sufficiently awaken-
ed, so stolid is their intellect. Nor need we be surprised
that these charges are not exaggerated, for, according to the
Reports of the Poor Law Commissioners, whole generations
of paupers exist ; men whese family history is a record of
mendicancy or pauperism, and many of whose progenitors
were derived from the workhouse itself. The existence of a
hereditary pauperism has been ascribed to the influence of
cunning alone, but improperly in my opinion ; for I conceive
that the hereditary transmission of an inert temperament, in-
creasingly deteriorated as it is by circumstances, which dis-
pense with the action of antagonistic qualities, effectually pre-
vents any alteration in their eondition, so far as it depends on
their own exertions. And thus, as each generation increas-
ingly deteriorates, can we be surprised that the unhappy vic-
tims become so inured to the position which they occupy, as
- to be unable to perceive its degradation? Hence, if heredi-
tary pauperism is to be destroyed, it can be only by eradicat-
ing the pauper sentiment; which can be accomplished only
by first eradicating the lymphatic temperament, otherwise no
cerebral change can be of any avail

V. With respect to the connection between temperament
and taste, it is a noticeable fact, that, in persons who are cha-
racterized by the display of taste, there is generally found a
large share of the nervous temperament. Innumerable facts
confirm this position, to a few of which I shall refer. The
French, who are distinguished by their great taste in the de-
corative arts, possess the nervous temperament. Musical com-
posers, more particularly those of the Beethoven class, evince
the possession of the mervous constitution. So those musi-
cal teachers, who, like Mainzer, regard their art as a means
of ministering to Ideality, and thereby of elevating the con-
ceptions and taste of the masses, possess a large endowment
of the nervous temperament. Artists also exhibit the con-
comitance of taste and the nervous constitution. So, amongst
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those artizans who have made their homes graceful by simple
and beautiful decoration, and for whom their own fireside
and the literary club possess the greatest attractions, I have
found the nervous temperament to prevail. Literary men,
who, without any practical skill, still display a strong appre-
ciation of the fine arts, possess a fair share of the nervous.
Again, woman, who is acknowledged to possess more delicac
of taste than man—more natural refinement of manner, an
a greater inherent aptitude for the elegancies of life—has also
a larger comparative share of the nervous temperament.

+ In consequence of this coincidence, some philosophers have
been induced to consider that taste is the production of tem-
perament alone—thereby reviving the old fallacy which
ascribes to the effect of temperament qualities which are neces-
sarily of cerebral origin, and in which the organic influence
can be readily traced. In analyzing taste, take decorative
taste, for example: Here we perceive an appreciation of
beautiful forms ; and surely the co-operation of Form, Order,
and, above all, Ideality, is competent to produce this effect
without the intervention of temperament. And yet, so inse-
parable is the connection of taste and fineness of tempera-
ment in our idea, that we involuntarily look more for coarse-
ness than refinement in the sanguineous, and when we per-
ceive the presence of the pure lymphatic temperament, we do
not expect the exhibition of distinguished taste; and these
conclusions are rarely unfounded. Hence, in ascribing the
origination of taste to a special organization, I do not doubt
that a specific temperament, the nervous, has the same ten-
dency, but I merely deny its creative power. From the evi-
dence contained in these Notes, it appears to me that certain
temperaments are allied to specific organs—that in concomi-
tance with the growth of those organs is the growth of the
related temperament ; and that the nervous has an affinity to
those organs of intellect and sentiment, by the co-operation of
which taste is produced. As, however, the temperaments and
organization possess a mutual reaction,—when the nervous
quality exists, it is so far influential as to incite and sustain
the taste-creating organs in action.

The few facts which I have related indicate how wide a
field of inquiry has yet to be explored before we shall have
exhausted all the facts which illustrate the connection of tem-
perament and mental phenomena. At present, our knowledge
on this subject is very limited ; and he who knows most, feels
how trifling is the amount of information accumulated, com-
pared with that larger portion which is still unattained. For,
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notwithstanding the researches which have been made from
the time of Aristotle down to Alexander Walker, the very
constituent of temperament is as obscure now as it was three
thousand years ago. Every temperamental theory has been
exposed to startling objections; and the best arguments in
their favour have been .derived from probabilities, and not
from irrefragable facts. Hence it is no exaggeration to assert,
that the positive knowledge to be acquired from most observ-
ers is confined to these particulars—that the existence and
kind of temperament is denoted by physical signs; and that
they confer a tendency to cerebral activity or sluggishness.

I have, however, endeavoured, by tracing the temperaments
in some of their more remote results, to shew that their in-
fluence is not limited to mere cerebral excitation, but that a
definite relation subsists between each temperament and
specific classes of organs. Moreover, that not only do the
cerebral powers manifest a want of power, if the related tem-
perament be absent, but that on the continuous development
of the class of organs is dependent the growth of its allied
temperament ; and hence, that the innate temperament can be
eradicated. These results prove that, if ancient philosophers
over-estimated the function of the temperaments, others have
underrated their influence ; and it behoves us, by rigid obser-
vation, to deduce the laws which regulate, and perceive how
far extends, the indubitable action and re-action of brain and
temperament.

12 Brunswick Terrace, Islington, April 1842.

IV. The Ancient Macrocephali.

In Captain Jesse’s ¢ Notes of a Half-Pay in Search of Health,”
published last winter, the author, describing the contents of
the Museum at Kertch in the Crimea, says :—

“ The greatest curiosity in the collection is the skull of a
Macrocephalus, said to have been found in the neighbourhood
of the Don.

¢ It is not alittle remarkable, that the Greeks, being igno-
rant of the natures and languages of the people to the eastward
of the Euxine, were very much in the habit of describing dif-
ferent tribes by names formed from their physical characters ;
just as we say that some tribes on the north-west coast of
America are ‘¢ Flat-heads,” so they called the Macrocephali
< Long-heads.’

¢ Their historians seem to have peopled the countries beyond
the stormy Pontus with inhabitants, to whom they have attri-
buted the most extraordinary physical peculiarities, so fabu-
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lous and marvellous, that it is quite inconceivable how they
could have believed in the existence of such monsters. It has
been observed, that the natives of this unknown land were
Sauromatse, which may mean, with a slight deviation of ortho-
graphy, ¢ Lizard-eyed.” Herodotus refers to the Arimaspi,
one-eyed people ; the Argippei, bald from their birth, having
large chins and nostrils like the ape species, and others. There
were, likewise, the Gymni, naked people ; the Kehryphi, the
concealed, hidden people ; Aonopes, sheep-faced people; the
Bathychsetones, the thickly-haired people.

¢ Strabo speaks of a tribe called the %htbirophagi, or louse-
eaters: they came to Dioscures for commercial purposes, and
from their filthiness received this appellation. It is true, an-
cient authors have left but meagre information regarding the
history of the Macrocephali. Their existence, however, has
been amply authenticated, even if the testimony afforded by
the preservation of their skulls were wanting. It is rather
singular that Pliny, who, as a naturalist, might be expected to
have made some inquiries on so interesting a subject, merely
mentions the site of their principal town, while, in many in-
stances, he gives his attention to the greatest absurdities, and
exhibits a credulity exceeding even that of Herodotus, who
lived upwards of four hundred years before him. Amongst
other wonders, he asserts that he was an eye-witness of a
woman being transformed into a man on the marriage day,
and that the gentleman was alive when he wrote his book.
But he is not alone, for Livy also alludes to a similar circum-
stance having taken place in his day.

“ According to the opinions of Hippocrates, Pomponius Mela,
Pliny, Valerius Flaccus, and others, the Macrocephali appear
to have inhabited that part of the shores of the Euxine be-
tween the Phasis and Trapesus, the modern Trebizonde.
Xenophon places them near the Scythini; Strabo and Eusta-
thius affirm that the Macrones or Macrocephali (for they ap-
pear to have considered them the same) were anciently called
the Sanni. Strabo speaks of another nation called the Sigynni,
who also used artificial means to alter the natural shape of the
head ; they lived nearer to the Caucasus, and some among
them were in the habit of making the heads of their children
very long ; so that the forehead, by being compressed, was
forced out beyond the chin. This people adopted many of the
customs of the Persians, and had a race of small horses with
very thick hair, which were too weak to be ridden. They
were generally harnessed four together in a carriage ; the
women were practised from their infancy in driving these
light teams, and those who made the best wAips had the pri-
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vilege of choosing their own husbands. Pliny, however, takes
no notice of the Sigynni; Herodotus alludes to them, but
places them in European Scythia, beyond the Danube ; and
Hippocrates and Apollonius of Rhodes confirm Strabo’s opi-
nion of their living near the Caucasus. Pliny, however, dif-
fers from Strabo, and thinks that the Macrones and Macroce-
phali were two distinct tribes of people, for he says, ¢ More-
over, in Pontus you have also the nation of the Macrocephali,
with the town Cerasus and the port Condula;, beyond which
are the Bechires, and so forward to the quarter of the Ma-
crones.” But be this as it may, the majority of* the ancient
writers concur in fixing upon Cerasus, now Keresoun, as the
principal town of the Macrocephali, or long-heads, of their day.
Pomponius Mela calls it one of the most notable towns of
Pontus. The city was not celebrated in this respect only, for
from it the cherry was introduced into Europe by Lucullus. * *

It was a subject of great regret to me, that, in consequence
f the Curator’s absence at Odessa, 1 was unable to obtain a
Irawing of the skull 1 saw in the Museum at Kertch. It pre-
sented all the peculiarities of a head compressed by artificial
means, and may possibly have been that of a Macrocephalus,
who left Pontus, and settled near one of the Greek colonies on
the Tanais. Hippocrates, the only author besides Strabo who
gives any definite account of the process by which the Macro-
cephali accomplished the distortion of the head, says, that this
nation had heads different from all the world. Assoonasa
child was born, they formed its soft and tender skull, by com-
pressing it with their hands, assisted by the use of bandages
and proper arts. In this way the spherical figure of the head
was perverted, and being forced out of its natural shape, they
effected their object of lengthening it by sacrificing the width.
He does not say whether the forehead projected or receded,
but it has been shewn that Strabo, in describing the mode in
which the Sigynni practised this custom, asserts that their fore-
heads projected forward, and in the words of the translator,
‘au point d’ombrager le menton,” whereas the skulls of the
Caribs and Chinouks recede. Hippocrates accounts for this
custom amongst the ancients by an opinion prevalent amongst
them, that a long head was evidence of a noble nature ; other
authors, that it was an indication of courage, which, in those
days, it may be inferred, meant the same thing.”

V. Materialism and the Phrenological Association.

The proceedings of the last session of the Phrenological
Association have elicited a number of letters from correspond-
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ents, of which we here insert as many as our space admits.
The first is from an eminent English physician, who has long
been an active and steady advocate of Phrenology.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL.

Sir,—I hope that the manifold errors of Dr Engledue’s late
Address will be duly exposed by some sound phrenologist and
competent critic. Were the principles avowed those merely
of the individual propounder, they might, perhaps, be safely
left to the neglect they merit. But this is not the case : they
are stated as the opinions of a section of the Phrenological
Association ; they are delivered in an Introductory Address at
‘a general meeting, where they appear to have been commend-
ed ; and, if not repudiated, they will go forth to the public as
the acknowledged doctrines of the science. Under these cir-
cumstances, omitting to disclaim the erroneous assertions and
unsound reasonings of this declamatory production, would, by
the enemies of Phrenology at least, and even by many who
are now friendly to it, be deemed a virtual admission of their
truth. My feelings would strongly impel me to enter the lists in
vindication of our misrepresented science, if circumstances did
not forbid me to engage in such a conflict ; but having just satis-
fied myself that Dr E.’s confident averment of his Materialism
being the doctrine of Gall, is utterly destitute of truth, I wish
to submit to you the grounds of my conviction on this point.

Ere I proceed, I would premise that discussions on Mate-
rialism would be made more clear, if the term Mind were re-
stricted in its use to one definite acceptation. It is the only
term we have to designate the aggregate of mental faculties,
and, in this sense, its employment is unexceptionable. But
long usage has sanctioned the practice of expressing by this
term the Soul or spiritual part of man, I continually find even
the same writer using the word in both senses, without any
notice of how he intends each particular employment of it to
be understood. This vague use of the term has been a source
of great confusion and much false reasoning ; arguments refer-
rible to mind, the congeries of mental powers, being continu-
ally misapplied, as if they related to mind, the spiritual part
of man ; and vice versa. How far this confusion has sprung
from carelessness, or from dishonesty, I pretend not to say.
This source of error I have long wished to see removed ; and
my correction would be to use the term Mind solely and ex-
clusively to express the aggregate of mental faculties,—desig-
nating the spiritual part of man always by the appropriate and
correct term Soul. Dr Engledue seems to have perceived a
necessity for some change in this respect, but his proposed
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correction is the reverse of mine. He retains Mind to express
soul—and proposes to express the aggregate of mental powers
by the barbarous and inaccurate term Cerebration—a coinage
which I trust that all sound philosophers will determinately
reject.

He commences his exposition of his speculations with the
unqualified assertion that man has no soul! His words are,—
“ We contend that mind has no existence.”” The attempt at
argument by which he upholds this assumption I pass over.
Having assigned his reasons, such as they are, he proceeds,—
¢ But some one remarks, this is not the doctrine of Gall.
‘Where are there ten cerebral physiologists who have studied
his writings ? It is a crying shame that we are not more in-
timately acquainted with him—more influenced by his boldness
—more anxious to profit by his researches—more ready to
adopt the same truth-loving course of inquiry. But this is
Gall’s doctrine.” When I read this, I was impatient, I own,
to re-examine Gall, astounded to think that I could so lon
have misunderstood him ; and, having a copy of his works,
turned to the chapter on Materialism. My disquietude was
soon allayed, for I immediately found that my long cherished
conviction of Gall's principles was true to the letter, and
that Dr Engledue’s confident assertion was eminently false.
Throughout Gall’s works I have never met a sentence which
could for a moment be regarded as countenancing such an as-
sertion as Dr Engledue’s. His own positive declarations on
the subject will, I presume, admit of no dispute. In vindi-
cating himself from the charge of Materialism, he very pro-
perly, in order to clear the way for accurate reasoning, com-
mences with describing the species of Materialism that had at
different times been professed. He notices two. The first
asserts that matter is the only existence, and that all the
phenomena of the world are simply the effects of matter ; this
species leading directly to atheism.—The second maintains
that man is not composed of two substances essentially dif-
ferent ; but that all the phenomena which are ordinarily at-
tributed to the soul, are only the results of the combinations
and the forms of matter, &c. On this species Gall remarks,—
“ My doctrine has nothing in common with this hypothesis,
nor consequently with this species of Materialism.” .

He proceeds to say, that into the essential nature either
of body or soul he attempts no research ; that he confines
himself to phenomena ; that, certain material conditions being
indispensable to the manifestation of every faculty, he inves-
tigates the material conditions only ; concluding with the fol-
lowing clear, explicit, and unequivocal declaration of the prin-

-
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ciples which he holds :— I call the material condition which
renders the exercise of a faculty possible, an organ. The
muscles and the bones are the material condition of motion,
but are not the faculty which causes motion ; the total or-
ganization of the eye is the material condition of sight, but is
not the faculty of seeing. I call a material condition which
renders the manifestation of a moral quality or an intellectual
faculty possible, the organ of the soul. I say that man in this
life thinks and wills by means of the brain ; but if it be thence
concluded that the being willing and thinking is the brain, or
that the brain is the being willing and thinking, it is as if
one should say that the muscles are the faculty of motion,—
that the organ of sight and the faculty of seeing are the same.
In both cases the faculty is confounded with the organ, and
the organ with the faculty. This error is the more unpar-
donable, as it has been committed and corrected very fre-
quently,” &c. These passages, which might be multiplied to
any extent, shew, I think, to demonstration, that Gall not
only acknowledged the existence of soul, but that it formed
an essential part of his system ; for throughout his writings
he uniformly represents the brain as the organ of the soul,
without which latter no intellectual or moral faculties could
be exercised or manifested. His philosophy aimed at eluci-
dating the instruments of thought and feelings, not the agent ;
but the agency was not overlooked, much less denied. On
the contrary, his reasonings every where imply the agency as
an indispensable requisite, without which his whole scheme
of mental philosophy would be baseless, and incapable alike of
construction or demonstration. Such, and so clearly enun-
ciated, being the principles of Gall, with what front can Dr
Engledue assert that the rank Materialism which he has
broached is the doctrine of Gall? I am, &ec.

Another medical correspondent says— The barbarous epi-
thet cerebration, invented by Dr Engledue, should mean the
act of braining, or the state of being brained! When patho-
logists talk of hepatization of the lungs, do they wish us to
understand that the pulmonary organs secrete bile in such
cases? When Drs Engledue and Elliotson réesolved on deny-
ing the existence of mind, they should, at the same time, have
had the foresight to perceive that there would, on the estab-
lishment of their fancy, be a necessity for discontinuing the
use of the terms organism and organs. In their natural mean-
ing, the former term signifies organie structure, and the latter
means a natural instrument, an instrument to be used by an
agent—by Life or Mind; and the existence of these two
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powerful agents, or active powers, is as distinctly and com-
pletely proved as the existence of caloric or light, electricity
or magnetism. If the brain, or the body indeed, be a system
of organs, then, as the term implies, there must of necessity
be some agent or agents to use these organs as instruments ;
and, as you know, the agent which maintains vital actions we
term Life, and the agent which maintains mental actions we
denominate Mind ; but the precise nature or essence of either
Life or Mind is altogether unknown. Let the material cere-
brating apparatus be ever so perfect, it will not, and cannot,
cerebrate without the co-existence and agency of two active
powers—Life and Mind; and consequently, without those
powers, using the cerebrating process, there can be no cere-
bration! Some persons hold these powers to be spiritual ;
others call them immaterial ; and we need not refuse to to-
lerate such terms, so long as we continue in a state of com-
plete ignorance regarding the nature of these invisible and
impalpable powers. It is every way unjust to continue the
charge of materialism against phrenologists, so long as they
continue to teach that the brain is the organ of the mind.”

A third medical correspondent, Dr James C. L. Carson of
Coleraine, warmly repudiates the doctrine of Materialism, and
requests us to publish the fact of his resignation as a member
of the Phrenological Association. He thinks that, ¢ according
to Dr Engledue’s theory, not only is man deprived of a soul,
but the God of heaven can have no existence;’” an inference,
we humbly conceive, which Dr Carson too hastily draws.

The next two communications have been sent us in com-
pliance with requests made to the writers of them. Soon after
the publication of our last Number, we learned with regret,
that the Report there given of the discussion on Dr Engle-
due’s Address was considered by some to convey an erroneous
impression of what took place. Shortly before the meeting
of the Association last summer, finding it impossible to be pre-
sent ourselves, we requested a friend, who meant to attend it,
to endeavour to procure for us materials for a report of the
proceedings. Unfortunately the matter was overlooked ; but
on application being made by us, after the meeting, to Mr Cull
the secretary, that gentleman did all in his power to meet
our wishes, by furnishing a copy of the committee’s report, a
memorandum of the dates of meetings and titles of the papers
read, a copy of the resolutions of the concluding meeting, and
a copy of the treasurer’s account. He also collected and trans-
mitted to us as many of the papers read as could be procured ;
but for none of the reports of debates is he responsible. With
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one exception, about to be mentioned, our notices (all we had
the means of giving) of the debates were derived from the
Medical Times and Lancet. Thinking it desirable that the
substance of the discussion on Dr Engledue’s Address should
appear along with the Address itself, we requested our friend
above mentioned, who had been present on the occasion, to
favour us with an outline of the remarks of the speakers;
and this he sketched accordingly, but under the disadvan-
tage of writing unaided by notes, and after the lapse of a
considerable interval of time. With every desire to be ac-
curate, it subsequently appeared that he had relied with too
much confidence on & memory not usually so unfaithful.
In order to remedy, as far as possible, the errors thus unin-
tentionally committed, we brought the report in question
under the notice of the gentlemen whose speeches it professes
to record, expressing at the same time our wish to publish
any corrections that might seem necessary. Mr Simpson,
who spoke first, authorizes us to say that, to the best of his re-
collection, the report of his speech, although probably differ-
ing from the original in arrangement and expression, and
perhaps including some remarks which he may have intro-
duced at subsequent meetings and not on the occasion refer-
red to, certainly expresses, in substance, opinions which he
has long held, and which it was his object, in addressing the
meeting, to lay before his audience. The communications
with which we have been favoured by Mr Sergeant Adams
and Mr Tulk, are inserted below. Mr Cull informs us, that he
made no remarks at all on the first day, and never mentioned
Materialism during the session : on the subject of Mesmerism
and mesmeric excitation, he spoke rather fully on the Thurs-
day evening after Mr Atkinson’s paper. Mr Churchill writes
—* The report of what I said is, so far as my memory serves
me, substantially correct.” Mr Donovan’s speech, also, is ac-
curately reported. With respect to Mr Beamish, as he was
not present at the first meeting, probably some remarks of his
at a subsequent meeting were in the reporter’s mind. From
Dr Moore we learn that the sole ground of his reprobation
was the introduction of Mesmerism. To Mr Logan, Dr Elliot-
son, and Mr Symes, who are merely alluded to in the report,
and who, we have reason to think, entertain the views ascribed
to them, no application has been thought needful.

LETTER FROM MR SERGEANT ADAMS TO THE EDITOR.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
5th instant. The report in the Phrenological Journal cer-
tainly does not give a fair representation of what I in sub-
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stance stated. I should say it was written by a friend of Dr
Engledue, and with the object of putting his principles in a
strong light, whilst appearing to give mine. I most cautious-
ly abstained from entering into the argument ; but I protested
strongly against the impropriety of discussing such principles
without notice. I said, I came to hear a discourse upon
Phrenology—not upon Materialism, Necessity, and Mesmerism ;
that I had not the slightest objection to the discussion of
these subjects, if avowed beforehand, for it was then at the
option of persons to come or stay away ; but that I thought
it most unseemly so to introduce them as if connected with
Phrenology, with which they seemed to me to have no con-
nection. I added, that I had only become a member of the
Society that morning, supposing it to be a phrenological so-
ciety ; and that I should certainly withdraw my name before
night: and I did so. I left the room immediately after I had
concluded my address, as did a vast number of other persons,
amongst them some clergymen—one of whom, a young man,
expressed to me his thanks, telling me he did not like to make
himself conspicuous by getting up during the lecture and walk-
ing out of the room, but that he had no notion when he en-
tered it that such a discourse could have been permitted.

I have understood that the greater part of the audience had
left the room before the vote was put, and the great majority
spoken of arose from the circumstance that Dr Engledue’s
friends only remained, and that the numbers were about 20
to 9 ; but this I cannot vouch for. .

Allow me, in conclusion, to say, that whilst I admired the
talent of Dr Engledue, I did not hear one new argument upon
the subjects of Necessity and Materialism, or one with which
I was not familiar thirty years ago. Of Mesmerism I know
nothing, and want to know nothing. :

You may make any use of this letter you think right. I
am, &c. JouN Apaus,

No 6. STaNHOPE PLACE, HYDR PARK, Nov. 8, 1842,

LETTER FROM CHARLES AUGUSTUS TULK, BSQ. TO THE EDITOR.
Lonbon, Nov. 11, 1842.

Sir,—I feel greatly obliged to you for the courtesy of your
offer. Your reporter, in giving you an account from memory
of what passed at the meetings of the Phrenological Associa-
tion, could not but fall into mistakes, which may, in some in-
stances, bear the appearance of unfairness. Of this I have
no reason to accuse him, and yet I am bound to say, that his
report of the part which I bore in the discussions, is as incom-
plete a8 it is inaccurate. With your permission, then, I will
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correct what I have been made to say, and endeavour to sup-
ply the more important parts which have been altogether
omitted. ,

It is quite correct, that Mr Sergeant Adams denounced,
with considerable warmth, Dr Engledue’s discourse, as one of
a most dangerous tendency ; expressed his regret that he had
ever entered an association where such sentiments could be
delivered ; and declared that he should immediately erase his
name from the list of its members. But in no part of this
denunciation by the learned sergeant, nor in the propriety of
his retirement, did I in the least concur. I thought at the
time that he was entirely wrong in expressing his abhorrence
at the sentiments of Dr Engledue, without offering an anti-
dote to the moral poison; and had he been present when I
rose, I should have called upon him to stay among us, and
combat by our side, instead of depriving the friends of mora-
lity and religion of the assistance he could so well afford them.
But his indignation appeared to me to have warpt his better
judgment. He was but a young member, knowing but little
of Phrenology or phrenologists, and naturally enough he felt
amazed and disgusted at the boldness with which the obscene
form of Materialism was stript naked, and displayed before
the meeting. Had he been a more experienced member, he
would have known that Phrenology includes among its vota-
ries many a man who can see in its phenomena nothing but
80 many confirming proofs of the most irrational Materialism ;
who are Fatalists of the grossest kind, resolving all our purest
sympathies, and our most elevated thoughts, into the healthy
action of a well-formed brain, and all the viler lusts of the
criminal into some molecular disturbance in its convolutions.
But the boldness of the avowal was, in fact, its best feature.
It gave those who held different opinions the opportunity of
pointing out distinctly the sources of the error, and of this Mr
Sergeant Adams should have availed himself.

In the observations which I made after the learned -ser-
geant left the meeting, I did not express any concurrence
whatever with him ; neither did I say, that ¢ I was not pre-
pared to surrender the thing called spirit ;” nor did I give ut-
terance to any of the solemn sentences which have been fa-
thered upon me. The memory of your reporter has here
entirely failed him. I knew that an opportunity must oc-
cur before the close of the meetings, and of which I in-
tended to avail myself, of pointing out the absurdities of Ma-
terialism ; but upon the occasion in which I am introduced,
I confined myself to the consideration of the vote of thanks
to Dr Engledue, which had been proposed by Mr Simpson—
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a vote which, if it was to be passed at all, should not, as I
thought, be held to imply any approval of the sentiments we
had heard, but be merely the usual expression of civility, on
the part of the meeting, for an address on which evidently a
great deal of labour had been bestowed, although, as some
might think, most unprofitably.

On the following Saturday, after the reading of a paper on
Insanity in connection with Phrenology, by Dr Davey, I deli-
vered my sentiments at large in opposition to that gentleman
and Dr éngledue. I combated their views, not only because
they were mischievous, but because, to my mind, they were
unsound. To shew that such was the case, I directed the at-
tention of the meeting to the nature of the objections which
had been urged against the existence of mind as distinct from
matter ; and I pointed out the error involved in the assertion
that we knew nothing of mind, but knew a great deal about
matter, We knew nothing about mind, in the opinion of the
materialist, because it could not be subjected to the scrutiny
of the senses ; and as it could neither be seen nor felt, it was
at once pronounced to be a nonentity unworthy of further
consideration. But to insist upon such a test was as unreason-
able as it would be to quarrel with the eye, and to deny its ex-
istence, because it could not convey the impressions of sound, or
with the nose because it could not see. Mind and matter were
unlike in kind, both as to their powers and properties ; and
no conclusion could be drawn that the one did not exist be-
cause it did not happen to possess the sensuous properties of
the other. But the materialist was equally wrong in suppos-
ing that he knew any thing whatever about matter. In be-
lieving that he had a sure basis in his knowledge of matter
from which to educe the phenomena of mind, he was under a
complete delusion. His ingenious system of secretions was
built upon a mistake,—the mistake of supposing that he was
in the least acquainted with that matter which he was so
anxious to identify with mind. Of matter he positively knew
nothing whatever, and was therefore unable to demonstrate
its existence. He had never seen it, nor touched it ; nor had
it ever been, nor could it ever become, by any possibility, ob-
vious to his senses. The fact was, that, in speaking of matter,
the advocate for Materialism had unknowingly been talking,
not about matter, but about the images of sensation, which
existed only in being perceived by the mind, connected though
those images might be, in his opinion, with some imaginary
substratum which can never be perceived by the senses. To
shew that mind is a secretion of the brain, the materialist is
bound first of all to prove the existence of matter independent

4
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of mind ; for, until he can do this, he is reasoning from a hy-
pothetical fiction, for which many a man, who had not the
good fortune to be a phrenologist, has been clapt within the
walls of a Lunatic Asylum. But the truth is, that the coinci-
dence between the representative forms of the brain and the
powers of the mind, has been at once set down by the super-
ficial thinker as a proof that they stand in the relationship to one
another of cause and effect. Certain convolutions aceompany
certain propensities, and straightway their molecular actions
are supposed to have produced them. Instead of seeing these
convolutions as the words of a universal language, in which
the mind, whatever be its condition, healthy or unsound, may
behold itself as in a mirror, the antagonists of mind, because
they correspond, believe them to be identical. So strong is
the under-current against Revelation, that there is nothing,
however monstrous, that they will not believe, nothing, how-
ever mischievous, that they will not assent to, provided only
that mind or spirit be got rid of, and matter be enthroned in
its stead. In their hands Phrenology is misused for all man-
ner of pernicious purposes. A fatalism, derived from the sup-
posed activities of brute matter, is openly proclaimed and de-
fended. For what can be more obvious than this, that if the
brain be the mind-secreting organ, or if the mind be nothing
more than some incomprehensible play of atoms, man can have
only such thoughts and desires as his organs are fitted to
secrete ? It follows, therefore, from such views, that no one
ought to be punished for the commission of any crime, since
he is but following out the law of cerebration, which deter-
mines every one’s course, whether for right or wrong, even
more inevitably than if he were a piece of clock-work. For
these reasons, in substance, and, as far as I can recollect, in
form also, I considered the cerebration of the materialist to
be a mischievous piece of absurdity ; mischievous, because it
tends to destroy all belief in moral responsibility, by excusing
every one, both to himself and others, who is credulous enough
to believe that his vices are the vices of his brain, over which
his mind can have no control, beeause his mind happens to be
the very organ which requires it ; and absurd, because, while
he thinks that he is dealing with matter, and has made thought
a mere curious play of atoms, or a chemical secretion, he is in
fact dealing with nothing more than his own sensations,—sen-
sations which presuppose the existence of mind for their per-
ception. I am, &ec. C. A. Turk.

VOL. XVI.—N. §. NO. XXI. D
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LETTER FROM JOHN ISAAC HAWKINS, ESQ. TO THE EDITOR.

Sir,—I feel that I have been wronged by your reporter in
his report of the proceedings of the meeting of the Phrenolo-
gical Association, held at Exeter Hall, London, in June last
(see Phren. Journ. vol. xv. p. 317) ; he having omitted to men-
tion that, on the question of a vote of thanks to Dr Engledue
for his Address, I strongly expressed my reprobation of his
conduct in taking advantage of the position in which the As-
sociation had placed him, to mix up Materialism with Phre-
nology.

So strong were my feelings on the occasion, that I rose at
the same time with Mr Sergeant Adams, but yielded the pre-
cedence to him ; Mr Tulk having next caught the chairman’s
eye, I yielded to him also ; but I followed Mr Tulk, and spoke
as earnestly, although not as fluently, as either of them, against
this point in Dr Engledue’s Address; at the same time, but
strictly under protest against his Materialism, I stated that I
should vote for the thanks to him as a tribute of respect for
his talents and zealous advocacy of Phrenology. Thus, I made
the same distinction that Mr Simpson did in his proposal of
the thanks.

As 1 cannot willingly take a second rank among the defen-
ders of Phrenology upon Christian principles, I have resigned
my membership of the Phrenological Association, and also of
the London Phrenological Society, with which I have been
connected for eighteen years, and had the honour of being re-
peatedly elected to the offices of Vice-President and Treasurer ;
from which connection it must be supposed that I would not
separate myself upon slight grounds, especially as I continued
a member for many years after numbers of my Christian
friends had resigned in disgust at the Materialism so often
obtruded on the meetings by influential characters.

After having been the pupil and personal friend of Dr
Spurzheim, and received the visits of himself and his amiable
and intelligent lady, and after having been the zealous advo-
cate of Phrenology for near twenty-eight years, and frequent-
ly lecturing on the subject to several scientific and literary
institutions, I have earned a right to a front rank among the
defenders of the science against its worst enemies,—those who
would mix it with anti-christian principles.

Materialism and Spiritualism are questions quite distinct
from Phrenology, yet every one has a right to mix either of them
with Phrenology, if he thinks they will illustrate the science ;
but he has no right to obtrude his view at meetings attended
by a large proportion of those who have made up their minds
to the opposite side of the question, as nothing but discord
could be the result.
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From a thorough conviction, which I know to widely exist,
that Christianity and Phrenology can be beneficially blended
in investigating the condition of man, I have issued proposals
for the formation of a * Christian Phrenological Society,” and
several eminent phrenologists have already sent their names
to be enrolled as members. The meetings to be held monthly,
and the annual subscription to be five shillings, payable in ad-
vance at the first meeting of each year. I have offered my
office, No. 26 Judd Place West, New Road, London, for the
first meeting to form the Society, on Wednesday, the 1st day
of February 1843, at seven o’clock in the evening.

Those Christian phrenologists who wish to join this Society
will please to send their names and addresses to me, post free,
prior to the meeting, and they shall be proposed as members.

It is my intention to propose to the Society, when formed,
the publication of a quarterly Journal, beginning at 6d. a
number, and increasing in size and price as communications
of sterling worth may be sent to the Editor. The title to be
“ The Christian Phrenologist.” :

Thus the Society would offer a bold front to stem the tor-
rent of Infidelity and Materialism which threaten to overwhelm
the noble fabric of Phrenology, but which is too firmly built
on the rock of truth to be shaken by such impotent means.

I send you a copy of a syllabus of four lectures, which 1 de-
livered last winter at the place and times mentioned, “ On
Phrenology, illustrated by Christianity ; and on the importance
of the science in education, and in the treatment of disease,
of insanity, and of crime ;” which syllabus, if you have room
for its insertion, may possibly aid the cause I have at heart,
namely, the dispossessing the public mind of the false notion
that Phrenology leads to Materialism and Fatalism.*

With best respects, and many thanks for your able editing
of the Journal,—I remain, &ec. } I. Hawxkins.

26 Jupp Prack West, NEw Roap, LoNDON,
Nov. 23, 1842,

LETTER FROM T. S. PRIDEAUX, ESQ. TO THE EDITOR.

Sir,—Although circumstances, to which it is unnecessary to
advert, have long prevented my acting as a contributor to the
Phrenological Journal, I feel desirous, on the present occasion,
of making a few comments on the observations in the last
Number on the split in the Phrenological Association.

Sir George Mackenzie commences his letter on the subject

* These lectures were delivered at the North London Training Seminary,
Liverpool Street, King’s Cross, London, on the 16th and 23d February, and
2d and 9th March, 1842. If room can be spared, we shall insert the syllabus
in the section devoted to “ Intelligence.”—ZEp.
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by observing,  To many of your readers the announcement
of the mere fact, that differences have arisen among the mem-
bers of the Phrenological Association, such as to lead to the
resignation of many of the members, may not be satisfactory.
They may wish to learn why the declaration of a doctrine
which can neither be proved nor disproved, should have led
to the decided disapprobation of so many phrenologists.”
Now, unfortunately for the gratification of their curiosity,
this is just the point on which Sir George’s letter does not en-
lighten them ; and if surprised at the occurrence before, I
think this feeling is more- likely to be increased than dimi-
nished by its perusal,—for a more unsatisfactory cause than
that assigned for his own resignation, viz., that he felt forced
to resign, lest he should be “ held as giving the slightest aid
to prejudices, already too inveterate, against Phrenology,” it
would, I think, be difficult to render.

For myself, 1 ma{ remark, that what has recently occurred
in the Phrenological Association would have much more sur-
prised me had I not long since come to the conclusion, that,
with a certain endowment of Veneration (probably not more
than an average one), how great soever the intellect, the in-
dividual is quite incapable of reasoning impartially on any
subject connected bfy early association with this feeling ; and
as to the question of authority which has been appealed to in
this discussion, I must confess that, for my own part, I should
set more value on the opinion of one sensible man greatly de-
ficient in Veneration, on any point in which the venerative
feeling was implicated, than in that of a dozen oppositely or-
ganized, however illustrious their names in science and litera-
ture. .

For Faith, fantastic Faith, once wedded fast
To some dear falsehood, hugs it to the last.

That Sir George Mackenzie has suffered his usually acute
reasoning powers to be obscured by his feelings on the present
occasion, is proclaimed equally by the style and matter of his
letter,—by its inconsistencies, its erroneous deductions, and
the frequent occurrence of the words “ mystery” and * mys-
terious.”” ‘I meddle not,” says Sir George, ‘‘ with specula-
tions respecting things which are mysterious.” Buat are not
all first causes mysterious to man, and does not this very qua-
lity usually act as a condiment to whet the appetite of the true
philosopher? But what does Sir George mean by this repu-
diation of examination ? That he will hold no opinion on such
subjects? Alas, no! but only that in forming it he will dis-
card the assistance of his reason, and resign himself to the dic-
tates of his feelings. Truly a most irrational determination.
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Sir George, speaking under the guidance of his reason,
justly observes, “ The same views of (God’s works, leading to
the adoration of his wisdom and goodness, may be entertained,
whether the Creator has formed mind out of matter, or of
something of which we know nothing ;” but when he resigns
himself to the guidance of his feelings, he exclaims, « We can
join for once with bigotry and fanaticism in denouncing the
doctrine.” How inconsistent to denounce a doctrine, which
is not only harmless, but asserted to be quite negative in its
tendencies, and one, the carrying out of which is to be produc-
tive of no practical results! Again, in another part of his
letter I find the following passage: “ They” (i. e. the phreno-
logists) ‘“ may also be pleased to see the utmest extent to
which proof can go in support of the doctrine.” Now, what
is to be inferred from this passage, if not, that the doctrine is
of so pernicious a tendency, that the circumstance of its being
shewn to be deficient in proof is to be hailed as matter of con-
gratulation ? Is it usual, in abstract questions of science, where
no feeling but a love of arriving at truth is brought into play,
to speak of the want of proof for any determinate proposition
(thus leaving the question in doubt) as a cause for pleasure ?

The statement that ¢ Dr Engledue calls upon phrenologists
who believe in the existence of mind to shew it, saying that,
as it cannot be seen, it cannot exist,” is quite erroneous, to-
tally devoid of foundation. Dr Engledue possesses far too
philosophic a mind to assert such an absurdity as, that in-
cognizability to one of our five senses, Sight, is a proof of non-
existence.

The application of the word ‘ assumption” to the doctrine
that no such thing as mind exists as an entity apart from ner-
vous matter, I confess, amused me not a little; it appearing
to me that the term by far more justly appertained to the
creed of those who choose unnecessarily to conjecture the ex-
istence of a phantom, without being able to bring forward
the slightest evidence in support of even the probability of
their opinion.

Sir George seems to consider that he has disposed of the
question in a most conclusive and unanswerable manner, when
he observes,—‘ The whole subject is une involved in the deep-
est mystery ; and let the observations of manifestation, and of
its connection with the brain, be ever so minute and careful, no
demonstration can ever be made that there is not, or cannot be,
some power connected with the body that gives us the notions
of personal identity, and performs the office of what we de-
nominate will.” ranted ;* but what then—does the impos-

* Aga phrenologist I cannot recognise, neither am I able to conceive, the
existence of any “ will” in man, apart from the desires of the cerebral organs,
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sibility of demonstrating the non-existence of a thing estab-
lish the rationality of a belief in its existence? Such a mode
of reasoning would introduce a chaos of absurdities into phi-
losophy : the wildest doctrines which it is possible for the
mind of man to conceive, provided they be framed with just
sufficient care to avoid being self-contradictory, might, by
such a system, be triumphantly vindicated, and refutation de-
fied. How does such a procedure agree with the hitherto un-
impugned axiom of Newton, given in his Principia as the first
of his Regulee Philosophandi, viz. that ¢ no more causes of
natural things are to be admitted, than are sufficient to ex-
plain their phenomena’'? All experience has hitherto shewn
man, that the exhibition of feeling and intellect is invariably
preceded by the development of a certain form and arrange-
ment of nervous matter; and I fearlessly maintain, that the
only conclusion which, as a philosopker, man is warranted in
drawing, is, that the two former are the product of the latter.
Is it consistent with any sound principles of philosophy, gratui-
tously to burden science with an imaginary being, the existence of
which i8 not demanded for the explanation of a single phenome-
non? I defy any one to answer this question in the affirma-
tive. '

Sir George Mackenzie, in thinking that Mr Simpson, who
moved the vote of thanks to Dr Engledue for his Address,
stands single in his gratitude amongst the Edinburgh phre-
nologists, has, I should hope, underrated their liberality ; for I
am unwilling to regard them as so bigoted as to wish to with-
hold a customary compliment, from any individual, who dis-
charges a task intrusted to him, conscientiously, and to the
best of his ability, merely on account of difference of opinion.

Of all the topics adverted to in the letter, that on which I
differ most widely from the writer is, as to the probable effect
of Dr Engledue’s Address on the advance of Phrenology ; for,
so far from anticipating it will be productive of any injurious
result, as apprehended by Sir George, I believe it »ill, nay,
already Aas, done more to popularize and extend a knowledge
of the science, than all the proceedings of all the other meet-
in$ of the Association put together.

ou, Mr Editor, in your remarks, bring forward such an
array of great names in favour of the doctrine of Materialism,
that if one were surprised at the terrible outcry raised at its
introduction into the Address, by some of the members of the
Association, before their perusal, this feeling is likely to be
increased tenfold aftermards; and I must confess it is a mat-
ter for wonder to me, how you reconcile your own resignation
t?f membership with the holding of the opinions you there pro-
ess.
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Since the doctrine, that the brain is a mere instrument
through which a superior being, Mind, acts,—and the doctrine,
that Mind per se has no existence, but is a mere function, the
result of the action of nervous matter,—cannot both be true;
I cannot agree with your opinion that, practically, it is per-
fectly immaterial which doctrine we espouse. It seems to me
rather a hardy assertion, that in any science true principles
may be rejected, and false embraced, with a perfect impunity.
It is easy to say, that ¢ the man who endeavours to improve
the brain upon the one theory, is as usefully employed as he
who strives to effect the same object upon the other ;" but the
question is, Which is the theory, the profession of which will
cause the greatest number of men so to employ themselves?
There are doctrines so absurd, that, even when abstractly pro-
fessed, they fail to exert any influence as a rule of conduct.
The common sense view of the question will ever be the popu-
lar one ;—and it is this—That results do not depend solely
upon the tool with which they are effected, but jointly upon
the tool and the workman that directs it ; and as long as the
brain be represented to be the mere organ through which
a superior being, Mind, acts, so long will a full and entire
recognition of the importance of those laws which determine
its formation, and regulate its health, be delayed.

At the outset of your remarks I read,—¢ Had Dr Engledue
merely expressed his own belief in the non-existence of mind,
and adduced what evidence he could in support of thatbelief, we
should have been the last to find fault with him for doing so ;”
but a little further on I find the following contradictory state-
ment—* It seems to us, then, that religion has nothing to
fear from the doctrine of Materialism, even if established ; but
since the notion prevails extensively that dangerous conse-
quences are inseparable from it, we consider Dr Engledue to
have injured the cause of Phrenology and the usefulness of the
Association, not only by publicly professing his own opinions
with respect to the nom-existence of Mind, but still more by
erroneously representing the truth of Phrenology itself to be
involved in their accuracy.” Which of these two dissimilar
opinions you now hold, it is of course impossible for me to de-
termine ; but I cannot allow the- latter to pass, without re-
cording my protest against the implied advocacy of concealing
the truth, and fostering, instead of combating, popular preju-
dices, which it contains. The statement that Dr Engledue
has represented the truth of Phrenology itself to be involved
in the accuracy of his opinions, is erroneous. Dr Engledue
has asserted that Materialism is the inevitable inference from
the facts of Phrenology, but he has nowhere asserted that
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the truth of Phrenology depended upon the correctness of his
opinions.

That there is nothing in the doctrine of Materialism in itself
which need to have occasioned the retirement of a single
member from the Association on account of its introduction,
you have, I think, very satisfactorily shewn ; and Dr Elliotson,
after quoting the authority of Locke, the erudite Dr Law,
and lastly, the renowned apologist of the Bible, Bishop Wat-
son, in its support, humorously observes—* Thus that which
a Bishop viewed with indifference, terrified all the more pious,
learned, and enlightened members of the Phrenological Asso-
ciation !”

Whilst we smile at the alarm of the superstitious, yet re-
cognise in their belief an adequate reason for their conduct,
in what light are we to regard that of those, who, whilst they
profess to regard the doctrine of Materialism as harmless, with-
draw from the Association on its introduction, because preju-
dices exist in the minds of the public as to its tendencies ¢ Is
not the step they have so ill-advisedly taken, the most direct
means to confirm and extend these prejudices ? Is it to be
expected that any one will surmise, what seems to be the fact,
that certain members of the Association withdrew themselves
from this body, because another introduced certain (harmless)
opinions, not in accordance with their own? No ; most un-
doubtedly, by the public generally, the fact of their withdrawal
will be looked upon as prima facie evidence, that the doctrine,
from the approach of which they so precipitately fled, must
have possessed in their eyes a most dangerous and pernicious
tendency ; and thus, probably for the first time, the vulgar
will read in the conduct of a body of phrenologists a confir-
mation of their own prejudices.

Sir George Mackenzie, and those who agree with him, have
then, it appears, withdrawn themselves from the Association,
not because any doctrines of a dangerous or pernicious
tendency bave been advanced ; not because the principles of
free discussion have been violated, and an opportunity denied
them of advancing, promulgating, and defending their own
opinions, in opposition to those of Dr Engledue ; not because
any attempt was made to identify them with an opinion from
which they differed (the very fact of such difference being
p-oclaimed by Dr E. at the commencement of his Address)—
but because—because—What must I say !—because, for the
first time, these gentlemen have become morbidly sensitive to
public opinion, and shrink from being identified with a doc-
trine, not evil in its tendencies, but at present erroneously
supposed to be so by the ignorant. Can this be the same Sir
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George Mackenzie, known and respected throughout the phre-
nological world for his manly avowal of his belief in Phreno-
logy, at a time when no other individual of any scientific re-
putation in Scotland had embraced it?* “ How are the
mighty fallen!”

ho can wonder that prejudice weaves her dense web
around the minds of the commonalty, when we find such
minds as Sir George's entangled in her toils? I ask this
question, because, notwithstanding the reason assigned by Sir
George, and those who act with him, for their conduct, I am
disposed to attribute it to a different source, and one less in-
dicative of moral poltroonry. The true key to their conduct
is, in my opinion, to be looked for in that sentence of Sir
George’s letter, where he observes, « It has surprised and of-
Jended many members of the Phrenological Association, that
any individual, in an address at the opening of the Session,
should dogmatically announce that there is no such thing as
Mind.” It is no new thing for men not to tolerate difference
of opinion on points associated with early prejudices, and to
be angry at its expression, whilst an obscure consciousness of
the unreasonableness of their emotions will make them shrink
from avowing their true source, even to themselves, though
insufficient to subdue their activity. In short, I think it is
sufficiently evident to all impartial spectators, that prejudices
have been shocked, and feelings of irritation as a consequence
called into action, and that this is the cause to which the
scene just enacted in the Phrenological Association must be
assigned. Yes, the principal actors have felt gffended—they
have suffered for once their feelings to get the mastery over
their reason, and taken a step, which all their statements
shew to be not only uncalled for, but calculated to prove in-
Jjurious to the interests of that science they had associated
together to foster, I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

T. S. Pripravx.
SouTHAMPTON, November 1842,

- Having in this and the immediately preceding Number
published so much about Materialism and Dr Engledue’s Ad-
dress, and having thus laid before our readers pretty copiously
the means of forming for themselves a judgment on the ques-
tions at issue, we think it unnecessary, in concluding the pre-

* As an index of my own sentiments towards Sir George Mackenzie, 1 may
relate that, at the close of the 4th Session of the Assoclation in 1841, I ex-
pressed a hope to several friends that Sir George would be selected to deliver
the ensuing Address, because I considered that, next to Mr Combe and Dr
Elliotson:lge possessed the best claims to the compliment.
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sent article, to do more than offer a few remarks, in as brief
a manner as possible, on the communication of Mr Prideaux.

To the tone in which that communication is written we
have nothing to object, farther than as regards the too confi-
dent ascription of undignified motives to those from whom he
differs, and the unseemly dogmatism with which the assertion
is made, that those who believe in the existence of the soul,
are “ unable to bring forward the slightest evidence in sup-
port of even the probability of their opinion.”” With Mr P.’s
remarks on the influence of Veneration in misleading the in-
tellect of men otherwise capable of judging and reasoning
soundly, we entirely concur; but the question whether Sir
George Mackenzie * resigned himself to the guidance of his
feelings” in writing the letter commented on by Mr P., isone
on which we take leave to differ from that gentleman—whose
criticisms, however, may safely be left to the consideration of
Sir George himself, who, we doubt not, will ably defend him-
self, should he judge any vindication to be necessary.

It is a subject for wonder to Mr Prideaux, how the editor of
this journal can reconcile his retirement from the Phrenolo-~
gical Association with his published belief that the doctrine of
Materialism is perfectly harmless in a religious point of view.
Now, although some members have resigned because they
look upon Materialism with horror, there is no authority for
the assumption that we withdrew for the same reason, or with
the object of encouraging the popular alarm. In tendering
our resignation, we assigned no reasons for the act, nor do we
conceive it very important that the public should know what
our reasons were. Since, however, we are charged with in-
consistency, it may be allowable to mention the principal con-
siderations which induced us to take this step. The two great
objects of the Association we have always understood to be, the
advancement and the diffusion of Phrenology ; and so long as
there seemed to us to be a reasonable prospect of these objects
being effected by it to any considerable extent, we gladly gave
it such small support and countenance as it was in our power
to bestow. But we ceased to perceive such a prospect, when
Dr Engledue, with the approbation of a section of the mem-
bers, and in circumstances tending (in spite of his own
express wish to the contrary) to make the public suppose
that he was the spokesman of the British phrenologists at
large, had broadly and openly promulgated a doctrine which,
whether true or false, has no necessary connection with Phre-
nology, and, though it had, might have been discussed with
at least equal benefit elsewhere. The tendency of this im-
prudent, though, as we believe, conscientious proceeding,



Materialism and the Phrenological Association. 59

was, we thought, to excite against Phrenology a host of
prejudices which had well-nigh fallen asleep; and thus to.
convert the Association into a means of retarding instead
of promoting the diffusion of the science, and, as a neces-
sary consequence, also to throw a great obstacle in the way
of an accession of labourers to the work of advancing it. Hold-
ing this opinion, which was likewise that of Sir George
Mackenzie and Dr Andrew Combe (another seceder on the
same ground), we considered that no good object could be
served by remaining any longer in connexion with the As-
sociation. Other reasons of less cogency, though of much
earlier growth, concurred to strengthen our inclination to re-
sign ; and resign we did accordingly. Into the reasons which
induced other members to withdraw from the Association, it
was quite unnecessary to inquire: each, no doubt, like our-
selves, acted according to his own perceptions of what was
right and becoming. Some of our friends, whose judgment
we respect, and with whom we agree in regarding Material-
ism as harmless, have preferred to adhere to the Association,
which, they appear to think, may still prove serviceable to
the cause of Phrenology. While following the course that to
ourselves seems best, we, of course, have no objection that
others should act on the same principle; and it will gratify
us to be convinced by experience, that our apprehensions are
groundless.

Mr Prideaux quotes two passages from our last Number,
expressive, he thinks, of ‘ two dissimilar opinions.” Doubt-
less there might have been greater precision in the language
employed ; but what we meant to say was, that though Dr
Engledue had, as an individual, a perfect right to promulgate
and defend his own opinions in all proper circumstances, yet,
standing as he did in the ostensible position of representative
of the phrenologists of Britain, his conduct, viewed in refer-
ence to the progress of Phrenology and the efficiency of the
Association, deserved to be strongly reprobated. We are fa-
vourable to the free discussion of every subject; believing
that truth has notbhing to fear, but, on the contrary, much to
gain, from the minutest and boldest investigation. But is
there aught in this belief at variance with the opinion, that
there are times, places, and circumstances, in which discus-
sion of certain views (even if generally admitted by thinking
men o be true), is much more fitted to retard their progress,
and that of associated truths, than to hasten their reception ?

Finally, as our pages already contain too much about Ma-
terialism, we desire that, so far as this Journal is concerned,
the discussion may now be considered as terminated.
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V1.—Opinions of Lacke, Dugald Stewart, and Robert Hall, on
_ the Relation of Immaterialism to the doctrine of Immortality.

Ar the present time, the following extracts are likely to be
read with interest. The first is from the private journal of
Locke, published in 1829 by Lord King.

‘“ April 20. 1682.—The usual physical proof (if I may so
call it) of the immortality of the soul is this ; matter cannot
think, ergo, the soul is immaterial ; nothing can really destroy
an immaterial thing, ezgo, the soul is really immortai

“ Those who oppose these men, press them very hard with
the souls of beasts; for, say they, beasts feel and think, and
therefore their souls are immaterial, and consequently im-
mortal. This has by some men been judged so urgent, that
they have rather thought fit to conclude all beasts perfect ma-
chines, rather than allow their souls immortality or annihila-
tion, both which seem harsh doctrines ; the one being out of
the reach of Nature, and so cannot be received as the natural
state of beasts after this life; the other equalling them, in a
great measure, to the state of man, if they shall be immortal
as well as he.

¢ But methinks, if I may be permitted to say so, neither of
these speak to the point in question, and perfectly mistake
immortality ; whereby is not meant a state of bare substantial
existence and duration, but a state of sensibility ; for that way
that they use of proving the soul to be immortal, will as well
prove the body to be so too; for since nothing can really de-
stroy a material substance more than immaterial, the body
will naturally endure as well as the soul for ever; and there-
fore, in the body they distinguish betwixt duration, and life,
or sense, but not in the soul ; supposing it in the body to de-
pend on texture, and a certain union with the soul, but in the
soul upon its indivisible and immutable constitution and es-
sence ; and so that it can no more cease to think and perceive,
than it can cease to be immaterial or something. But this is
manifestly false, and there is scarce a man that has not ex-
perience to the contrary every twenty-four hours. For I ask
what sense or thought the soul (which is certainly then in a
man) has during two or three hours of sound sleep without
dreaming, whereby it is plain that the soul may exist or have
duration for some time without sense or perception ; and if it
may have for this hour, it may also have the same duration
without pain or pleasure, or anything else, for the next hour,
and so to eternity ; so that to prove that immortality of the
soul, simply because it being naturally not to be destroyed by
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any thing, it will have an eternal duration, which duration
may be without any perception, which is to prove no other
immortality of the soul than what belongs to one of Epicurus'’s
atoms, viz. that it perpetually exists, but has no sense either
of happiness or misery.

«If they say, as some do, that the soul during a sound quiet
sleep perceives and thinks, but remembers it not, ene may,
with as much certainty and evidence, say that the bed-post
thinks and perceives too all the while, but remembers it not ;
for I ask whether during this profound sleep the soul has any
sense of happiness or misery ; and if the soul should continue
in that state to eternity (with all that sense about it whereof
it hath no consciousness nor memory), whether there could be
any such distinet state of heaven or hell, which we suppose to
belong to souls after this life, and for which only we are con-
cerned for and inquisitive after its immortality ; and to this I
leave every man to answer to his own self, viz. if he should
continue to eternity in the same sound sleep he has sometimes
been'in, whether he would be ever a jot more happy or mis-
erable during that eternity than the bedstead he lay on.
Since, then, experience of what we find daily in sleep, and
very frequently in swooning and apoplexy, &c., put it past
doubt that the soul may subsist in a state of insensibility,
without partaking in the least degree of happiness, misery, or
any perception whatsoever (and whether death, which the
Scripture calls sleep, may not put the souls of some men at
least inte such a condition, I leave those who have well con-
sidered the story of Lazarus to conjecture), shall establish the
existence of the soul, will not, therefore, prove its being in a
state of happiness or misery, since it is evident that percep-
tion is no more necessary to its being than motion is to the
being of body. Let, therefore, spirit be in its own nature as
durable as matter, that no power can destroy it but that Om-
nipotence that at first created it ; they may both lie dead and
inactive, the one without thought, the other without motion,
a minute, an hour, or to eternity, which wholly depends upon
the will and good pleasure of the first Author; and he that
will not live conformable to such a future state, out of the un-
doubted certainty that God can, and the strong probability,
amounting almost to certainty, that he will put the souls of
men into a state of life or perception after the dissolution of
their bodies, will hardly be brought to do it upon the force of
positions, which are, by their own experience, daily contra-
dicted, and will, at best, if admitted for true, make the souls
of beasts immortal as well as theirs.”—Lord King’s Life of
Locke, p. 127-130.

4
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Dugald Stewart, in the First Dissertation prefixed to the
Encyclopedia Britannica, asks—* Where is the sober meta-
" physician to be found, who now speaks of the immortality of
the soul as a logical consequence of its immateriality ; instead
of considering it as depending on the will of that Being by
whom it was at first called into existence ? And, on the other
hand, is it not universally admitted by the best philosophers,
that whatever hopes the light of nature encourages beyond the
present scene, rest solely (like all our other anticipations of
future events) on the general tenor and analogy of the laws by
which we perceive the universe to be governed? The proper
use of the argument concerning ¢the immateriality of mind, is not
to establish any positive conclusion as to its destiny hereafter ;
but to repel the reasonings alleged by materialists, as proofs
that its annihilation must be the obvious and necessary effect
of the dissolution of the body.”—ZEncyc. Brit., 7th edit., i. 58.

Robert Hall, in a letter to his congregation at Bristol,
written in 1790, says, with reference to Materialism—* My
opinion, however, upon this head is, that the nature of man 1s
simple and uniform ; that the thinking powers and faculties
are the result of a certain organization of matter; and that
after death he ceases to be conscious until the resurrection.”
—Id. xi. 115 ; art. HarL.

II. CASES AND FACTS.

L. Case of John Williams, executed at Shrewsbury, on Satur-
day, April 2. 1842, for the wilful Murder of Emma Erans,
at Chirk, near Oswestry, Salop. By Mr W. R. Lowe, of
Wolverhampton.

On a recent occasion, when at Ironbridge, Shropshire, a
modeller from the Coalport China Works in that neighbour-
hood, informed me that he had attended the execution of the
above named culprit, and, by the permission of the Sheriff, had
taken a cast of the head after death, for the perfect accuracy
of which he could confidently vouch. I obtained the cast, and
perhaps the following observations respecting it may not be
deemed unsuitable to the pages of the Phrenological Journal ;
for, although a sufficient number of murderers’ developments
has been already published, to convince every one not wilfully
blind, that their heads differ materially in shape from those of
virtuous and superior persons,—yet the phrenologist cannot
be provided with too ample an array of well authenticated
facts, nor can he bestow too much attention on all strongly
marked cases, where there is an opportunity of comparing the
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indications of cerebral organization with actual manifesta-
tions.

In taking a first glance at the cast of Williams, the phreno-
logist cannot fail to observe that it is one of that shape so com-
mon among atrocious criminals, as to have received the ap-
pellation of ¢ the criminal type of head.” The head was in
itself very large (the circumference of the cast over Indivi-
duality, chuisitiveness, and Philoprogenitiveness, being 24}
inches), consequently great power must have been associated
with it ; but, of course, the nature of this power,—whether it
related to the animal, moral, or intellectual features of the
character,—would depend upon the relative development of the
three regions of the brain in which these organs are situated.
And, in noticing these regions of the head, the phrenologist
finds that that occupied by the intellectual, particularly the
reflective organs, is very feebly developed, and the coronal or
moral region miserably raised, while that of the animal pro-
pensities is absolutely enormous. In the writer’s private col-
lection of casts, there are about a dozen of murderers, but
none of them shew so excessive an animal development as that
of Williams. The cast of Hare very closely resembles it, not
only in general configuration, but in the calliper measurements
of many of the organs ; that of Williams is, however, the worse
of the two, the animal region being in greater preponderance
than even in the cast of Hare. From this general outline the
phrenologist would at once infer that the tastes and character
of the individual were of the lowest and most depraved de-
scription,—that he was the slave of his animal passions, and
alike insensible to the pleasures of intelligence and merality.
The largest organs exhibited by the cast are Combativeness,
Destructiveness, Secretiveness, and Acquisitiveness (the last
three of which are absolutely enormous), with Self-Esteem and
Firmness also large ; it would follow then, from this develop-
ment, coupled with a deficient moral region, that his natural
disposition would be quarrelsome, cruel, cunning, and prone
to theft. Conscientiousness being small, there would not be
that nice sense of right and wrong, which would be requisite
to keep his immense Acquisitiveness within proper limits ; Be-
nevolence being poorly developed, there would not be that
repugnance to an act of violence, which alone could control
so0 enormous a Destructiveness ; and Firmness and Secretive-
ness being also large, with Cautiousness by no means wanting,
there would be cautious cunning enough to plot a scheme
which would pander to the cravings of Acquisitiveness, with
Firmness enough to carry it out, and too little Benevolence to
cause the heart to fail though bloodshed might be required.
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There is no deficiency of Veneration, but Hope is small, and
(as in most depraved criminals) Ideality and Wonder are both
wanting ; a large development of these organs giving a refine-
ment and polish to the character, such as is inconsistent with
systematic familiarity with infamy and vice. Among the in-
tellectual organs none can be called large, except Individuality
and Locality (and perhaps Order); the rest are all moderate
or small, and the reflective organs exceedingly deficient ; from
this, therefore, the phrenologist would say that the head was
that of a weak or uncultivated man. Let us now apply these
inferences to his real character as unfolded by the circum-
stances of the crime for which his life was forfeited, and by
the confession of the wretched criminal himself.

It appears that Williams was a very ignorant man, follow-
ing the business of a horse-breaker, and that his companions
were uniformly of the lowest and most depraved character ;
that he was habitually drunken, and habitually violent, espe-
cially when under the influence of drink ; that the crime for
which he suffered death was the last of a series of offences ;
and that, though only 22 years old, he had been at least
twice previously in gaol ; thus shewing that the phrenological
indications respecting his excessive animal endowment and
the deficiency of the moral and intellectual regions are per-
fectly correct. :

The murder for which he suffered, was cold-blooded, unpro-
voked, and premeditated ; a desire (incited, in the first instance,
by a companion as bad or worse than himself, but too readily
acquiesced in by Williams) to possess the purse of a poor old
woman keeping a village shop, being the only motive ; they,
at the same time, having fully determined not to stop short of
murder, should that be deemed requisite for the accomplish-
ment of their plan. On this subject, however, let the culprit
speak for himself. In the confession made on the day prior to
his execution, he says,—* Slawson (his companion) had been
at Bronygarth one day, after he heard this old woman lived
by herself, on purpose to see what he could spy. He said—* I
saw the old woman’s purse’ I made the agreement with him
to go there. Slawson said, I thought to have taken another
lad with me if I had not seen you.’ I was asking him whether
he thought one could get into the house, because Slawson said
the other lad had some false keys. We kad agreed to take away
her life, while we were together in the stable hay-loft at the Lodge.
I had, before this agreement was made, expressed a hope, that
after waiting so long we should not be deceived, and enquired
whether he (Slawson) was sure the old woman had no one in
the house with her. Slawson, in reply, observed that she was
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quite alone, and that if I would be of the same mind with him,
we should be certain of it (meaning her money). I did not
wish to go towards the house until about the middle of the
night, but Slawson said we had better go about dusk ; as the
place was not much frequented, the door would then be open
or unlocked, and we should be sure of getting into the house.
I was to lay hold of her while he (Slawson) was to go to the
counter where he had seen her purse, and if he could not find
it, he was to come and search her pockets while I held her,
and if not found there we were to settle (that is, murder) the
old bitch, as he expressed it. The door was shut, but not
bolted. I knocked at the door, and she came and opened it.
I said, < Have you got tobacco? She said, ¢ Yes.’ I said,
Please to give me an ounce or half-an-ounce, I forget which.
She then turned towards the kitchen. I went in after her;
Slawson was close at my back. ;I put my hands upon her
mouth ; she began to shout as well as she could. Slawson be-
gan to rummage for her pocket. He could not find it. We
threw her down between us. Slawson gave her the first kick
on the head. Iknocked her once or twice on the head after-
wards, and cut her throat as she lay on her side, with her face
from me. Slawson did not see me cut her throat. He, at the
time I did this, went towards the door, thinking he heard
some one coming. We both made the bargain to murder ker, if
we could not rob her without. Slawson, though he may not have
seen me using the knife, knew very well what I was doing, as
he was not three yards from me at the time. After this I
said, ¢Come here, for I have settled (that is, murdered) her.’
¢ Then, said he, ¢ we will have a fair rummage.’”’

This statement of the coolly-made arrangements, and brutal
execution of their plan, is horrible indeed ; but it agrees per-
fectly with Williams’ immense development of Destructive-
ness, Secretiveness, Acquisitiveness, and Firmness. Another
incident, taken also from his own confession, will shew still
further to what an extent of crime he was impelled by the
cravings of his Acquisitiveness, which his small development
of Conscientiousness, coupled with the want of a religious edu-
cation, was totally unable to control. “ The Saturday night
after the honey-fair at Wrexham” (he goes on to say), “two
or three years ago, I and two or three companions were out
together, and about the middle of the night we found Thomas
Jones, an old man, lying on the steps of Highgate publie-house,
fast asleep ; I went up to him, and picked his pocket of a purse
containing thirty-six sovereigns and a-half, and made off as
fast as we could. I did not take either his hat, or the silver
he lost. We divided the money among us in equal shares.

VOL. XVL—N. §. NO. XXIL E
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As to the case I was in Ruthin gaol for, as to robbing Henry
Jones, I have no recollection about the particulars, I was so
drunk. I remember having a row with some one.”

According to Phrenology, Amativeness is also very large,
and to the abuse of this propensity he attributes, in a great
measure, the sad end to which he came. He says,—* I attri-
bute my sad end to beginning with Sabbath-breaking, and
playing at pitch-and-toss on Sundays, and frequenting public-
houses, which caused me to lose my work ; and then I got bad
eompanions, particularly bad women, and did anything I could
to get money, to go to tie public-house.”

Among the meral organs, it has been seen that Hope,
Wonder, and Ideality are, besides Conscientiousness, all small ;
respecting the last mentioned organ, nothing more need be
said to shew the accordance between the development and
the real character; and the truth of the phrenological indica-
tions relative to Ideality and Wonder, will be equally appa-
rent from the general tenor of his life and pursuits. We know
nothing respeeting his Hope until after his trial and sentence ;
then, however, unlike M‘Innes and some other criminals, who
have almost to the last moment indulged in expectations of a
reprieve, Williams (notwithstanding the fact that his com-
panion in crime, and the original instigator to the deed, had
met with a more lenient sentence, in consequence of the ano-
malies of our criminal law) appears immediately to have pre-
pared himself for the worst, and become resigned to his fate,
never expressing even a hope that he might escape that
penalty which the law has attached to his offence. Veneration,
however, is decidedly full, being better developed than any
other organ in the moral region, except Firmness, which has
been already noticed. But though Veneration is by no means
deficient, yet, from the want of a religious education, and the
immense preponderance of the animal region, it could not be
expected to produce a great effect upon the character, parti-
cularly when under the influence of such unfavourable circum-
stances as those with which Williams was surrounded, from
the very nature of his occupation and the depraved companions
with whom he generally associated. His Veneration was,
however, shewn by the strict observance of his religious duties,
as well as his general demeanour since his trial and sentence,
and is strikingly apparent in the last words which the wretched
culprit uttered. They were as follows :—“ When I was
brought into this gaol, I knew not how to pray, nor did I
understand anything about a Saviour ; neither had I been in
any place of worship for years before, except in the chapel at
Ruthin gaol, where I also read the Bible ; but while I was in

-
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chapel and reading the Bible, my thoughts were occupied
about some roguishness or wickedness, so that I derived no
benefit from either. But soon after I was brought here, I
aeard a sermon about the prodigal son, and what was then
said made a deep impression upon my mind, so that my heart
melted within me, and I burst into tears. I thought the obser-
vations then made were so applicable to myself, that I trusted
the door of mercy was opened, and that I might obtain an
entrance thereto, through the merits of Jesus Christ. As soon
as the service was over I knelt down to pray, and felt myself
much relieved in my mind afterwards. From that time I gave
up my thoughts to reading my Bible with care and attention,
constantly meditating upon some part or other of it, as I was
directed by the chaplain.”

The foregoing constitute the principal features in Williams’
cerebral organization and real character ; the intellectual
region generally being so poorly developed, as to present no
striking peculiarities worthy of notice. The following are the
calliper measurements of the head.

Inches,
From ear to ear, over the crown, . . . 14}
...... to Individuality, . . . . 61
...... to Comparison, i . . . b}
...... to Benevolence . . . . &%
. to Veneration . . . . 53
...... to Firmness, . . . . . 5%
...... to Self-Esteem, . . . . 6}
...... to Philoprogenitiveness, . . 55
... Combativeness to Combativeness, . . 6
.. Destructiveness to Destructiveness, . . 6
.. Secretiveness to Secretiveness, . © 6%
... Acquisitiveness to Acquisitiveness, . . 6%
... Cautiousness to Cautiousness, . . . 6
. Ideality to Ideality, . . . . 4%

The relative sizes of the organs may be stated as follows : .

Predominant. Amativeness, Combativeness, Destructive-
ness, Acquisitiveness, Secretiveness, Self-Esteem, Firmness,
Individuality, Locality. .

Above medium. Philoprogenitiveness, Constructiveness,
Veneration, Cautiousness, Size, Order.

Medium. Concentrativeness and Inhabitiveness, Adhesive-
ness, Form, Weight, Colouring, Number.

Belorw medium. Benevolence, Comparison.

Small. Love of Approbation, Conscientiousness, Hope,
Wonder, Ideality, Imitation, Eventuality, Time, Tune, Causa-

lity.
{?Vith a view of instituting a phrenological experiment, when



68 Oase of John Williams, a Murderer.

the preceding remarks were written, I deposited them in the
hands of another gentleman (a physician in this place), and
then forwarded the cast to Mr Donovan of London, with a note,
merely stating that the cast wus that of an individual with
whose real character I was perfectly acquainted, and request-
ing his opinion as to the indications there exhibited. That
gentleman, with his accustomed courtesy, at once acceded to
my request; and, in the course of a day or two, I was favoured
with a note, acknowledging the receipt of the cast in the
following terms :—
« London, Juneé 3. 1842,

* Dear Sir,—I have this morning received the cast, and as
soon as I shall have recovered from the shock which I have
actually received from the inspection of it,I will write a paper
thereon. Such poor things as Greenacre or Good fade into
insignificance, in comparison with this great chieftain of the
rufian race.”

Mr Donovan then goes on with the greatest candour to
admit, that the rope-mark (which I had done all in my power
to conceal) was unfortunately apparent.—He says, “I regret
that the mark of the rope is obvious; had it not been, I should
have gone to the work with more gusto ; now, I have only to
shew what is said by the organization, and sealed by strangu-
Iation.” -

Without any further information on the subject from myself,
the following post brought another communication from Mr
Donovan, containing the following concise and admirable
summary of the character indicated by the cast.

¢ The head before me exhibits such an appalling tendency
to every description of criminality, that one may almost debit
the unfortunate person upon whom it was inflicted, with the
‘seven deadly sins’ at once. These (according to the Church
of Rome) are, Pride, Covetousness, Lust, Anger, Gluttony, En-
vy, and Sloth ; a nice inheritance truly ; and upon what or upon
whom should our pity descend, if not upon him, who, from
the operation of natural laws, which had begun to operate
towards the production of such a result perhaps a century
before he was born, came into this breathing world with such
an organization? Here we have the murderer, the burglar,
the ravisher, the drunkard ; ¢ Nascitur, non fit.’

«This person was of a lymphatic temperament; there was
no activity but such as was produced by the necessityof acquir-
ing the means of procuring sensual pleasures ; but under this
stimulus it was not to labour he had recourse. It was neces-
sary o get, but that which was done for this purpose was done
quickly, and under excitement.—Poaching per force, not sneak-
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ing, snaring poaching, but open. ¢ vi et armis’ work, or house-
breaking, would be the most likely means, if living in an agri-
cultural.community. In a city, employed at hard labour, such

-a man might go on tolerably well for a time, but the monster
would ultimately break out, and then—

« Hope withering fled, and Mercy sighed—farewelll®

“T can see no indication of any thing bordering on a virtue,
beyond that occasional good-fellowship, which so often accom-
panies reckless profligacy.* I cannot even suppose that,
during the pauses between deeds of violence, such a person
could keep his hands from picking and stealing ; we have, there-
fore, the wholesale and retail robber. Some social attachments
might have shewn the ‘one virtue midst a thousand crimes,’
but there was no security even for friend or wife (a child only
would, perhaps, be safe) when the monster was roused.

- ¢ As regards the intellect, a good deal of shrewdness and
cunning must have existed, when the passions were in abey-
ance; and, in any occupation, quickness and readiness would
be shewn, when an olject was in view to stimulate to activity.
Of such a person common people say, ¢ If he would only exert
himself, he could do this or that, &c.t This being was intel-
lectually educable, though morally, nothing short of a series
of miracles could keep him in the »ight path. There is a ful-
ness in the region of Number, very close to where the organ is
said to be; close enough, I think, to warrant the belief of the
existence of this faculty in a high degree.} Such a person
might be brought to some sense of the enormity of his crimes
in a religious view, and ‘in extremis’ would exhibit a shew of
repentance ; but his regret would really be for his detection,
not his crimes. He would, however, die boldly, if not reck-
lessly ;§ but that boldness would be the hardihood of the mon-

* We have an instance of this good-fellowship, in his division of the thirty-
six sovereigns and a half among his companions equallg, when he alone had
stolen them from the pocket of the sleeping man.—W.R.L.

t Tliere is an apparent difference here, between Mr Donovan’s remarks
and my own, as to the poorness of the intellectual region generally; this
difference is, however, only in appearance, as the “ readiness” of which Mr
Donovan speaks, would naturally result from large Individuality and full
Constructiveness, while the intellect generally was very deficient.— W.R.L.

+ I had noticed this fulness, which has a peculiar appearance, and which
seemed to me to belong to the adjoining organ of Order, rather than of Num-
ber. Hence my remark in a former portion of this paper, that Williams
had “ large Individuality and Locality, and-perkaps Order.” We have no in-
formation as to the actual manifestations either of Order or Number.—
W.R.L.

Williams died “boldly,” but not  recklessly.” As a proof of the com-



70 Case of Jokn Williams, @ Murderer.

ster, rather than the undaunted courage of the ¢ noble savage,
man.’ :

¢ Gluttony and drunkenness having been predominant fea-
tures, I cannot, with every disposition to modify my opinion on
some point or another, see any ground for believing the charac-
ter to have had any redeeming features. There is so strong a
tendency to every vice, and such impulsive force and self-re-
liance, that Nature seems to have done her very best, to pro-
duce a sample of mankind of the very worst.

« C. DoNovan.”

Onthe general correspondence between Mr Donovan’s sketch
of character, made from phrenological development alone, and
my own, made from phrenological indications with a knowledge
of the real character in addition, it will be quite unnecessary
for me to comment; for though the captious opponent of
Phrenology may magnify the fact (which Mr Donovan so
honourably acknowledges) of the rope-mark being apparent,
yet the rope-mark could convey no intelligence as to the
general character of the individual. It would perhaps natur-
ally lead to the conclusion, that the cast was that of a murderer,
(murder being the chief, if not only crime, for which the punish-
ment of death is now inflicted), yet this would byno means imply
that the criminal must needs be the glutton and adulterer,
 the wholesale and retail ‘robber ** as well as the murderer,
nor could it throw any light upon the subject of the criminal
being eventually brought to a sense of the enormity of his
crimes in a religious point of view.

Before quitting the subject, I would, however, direct atten-
tion to another short extract from the wretched criminal’s
Confession, to which our Legislature and judicial authorities
would do well to lend a listening ear. It is this:—¢* I was made
worse by being two months in Ruthin gaol as a vagabond ;
all the misdemeanants were together in one court, and we
learned a great deal of wickedness there. I wish the truth
to be known that others may take warning.” Would that those
who have the power, would take this  warning,” and remedy
this crying evil !

‘WOLVERHAMPTON, June 18, 1842.

posure with which he awaited his end, the Skrewsbury News says—* On no
night since his imprisonment,—certainly on no night since his condemna-
tion,—did he sleep so soundly as on his last night; and so little were his
spirits ruffied by the imminent approach of his untimely and ghastly doom,
that on the morning of his execution he ate with unusual keenness of appetite,
a most substantial breakfast, and asked Gough, the turnkey, who was with
him, if he ever saw a man enjoy his last meal so heartily.” At the period
of execution also, while the horrid preliminaries were taking place, and even
. onvgle Igcxiﬂ'old, he evinced the greatest self-possession and presence of mind.
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I1.—Case of Hallucination and Epilepsy; with Remarks on the
Study of Insanity, and Improvement of Mental Science, by
Medical Men. By Joun Crenpinning, M.D., F.R.S., Senior
‘Physician to St K’Iarlyébone Infirmary. (From Report of
one of Dr Clendinning’s Clinical Lectures on Medicine
:{g«i})fedical Practice, published in the Lancet, 12th March

There was a case amongst the discharges of the last week,
which had been about three weeks under treatment for men-
tal hallucination, connected with fits, which I must notice.
This woman was fifty-seven years of age, and had for nine
years been subject to occasional fits of an epileptic character.
The night before her admission she had one, and, after herre-
covery from the fit, her mind was affected ; she said that she
had been bewitched by somebody in the workhouse ; on every
other subject her mind appeared to me quite clear, but on this
subject she never hesitated ; she seemed quite satisfied of the
reality of her fancy. I listened to her story gravely, not at-_
tempting to dispute with her about it, as I knew I might add
to her excitement materially by doing so, and that I should
certainly not succeed in undeceiving her. On examining her
person, I found the head hot, the carotids full, and resisting
compression strongly ; her manner and expression indicated
excitement ; she complained of headache. She was put on
broth diet, and was cupped on the nape to eight ounces, and
had a senna draught immediately. Cold was then applied to
the head, and light antimonials were ordered. In a day or
two the head was much relieved, and she told me that she
had no trouble from the witch after the second day of treat-

“ment. On the fifth day, however, I cupped her again to eight
ounces ; and on the ninth day, all trace of determination to
the head was gone, and weakness only remained : her hallu-
cination had disappeared some days earlier.

This witchcraft is a common fancy of this class of wrong-
heads, or a common form of what is now called monomania.
We have another example of the illusion up stairs at this mo-
ment : it is a case you have all seen in Alderton’s ward, of a
woman of seventy-eight, admitted January 24th, with head-
symptoms, like those of the case just detailed. This old lady
assures me, that for a long time the spirit of some person that
is dead has lain on her, and caused her sharp pain in every
part of her body, so that she suffers torture from it. The
oddest feature in her case is perhaps this, that, though a Pro-
testant, she says none but a Roman Catholic clergyman can
release her from the spirit. We meet strange things in the
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practice of physic ; facts stranger than fiction : but few things
in physic are stranger than the phantoms of the crazed mind.
There was formerly (now many years ago) an official register
kept by the house-surgeon of this infirmary, of the illusions
and airy visions of the inmates of our vesanial wards, and it
. contained some curious matter. Witchcraft frequently re-
curred in it, but, of course, amongst various other dreams.
In the very same ward in which the former woman was lo-
cated, T met the following examples, amongst others, within
a few years, while it was a male ward. One day, on entering
the men’s vesanial, I saw a patient sitting up in his bed, co-
vered over with the bed-clothes; he was moaning sadly. I
asked what was the matter, and he whined out, that he had
wrapped himself up because of the cold, for the angels, he
said, were pouring water on him down from the ceiling ; and,
he added, he thought it very unkind of them, as he would not
serve them in such a manner. * * * [ do not mention
these things for the idle purpose of raising a titter. My ob-
Ject is very different, namely, to excite curiosity in you re-
specting the inmates of our vesanial wards. I can assure you,
that amongst the ten or twelve, or more, persons commonly,
for a longer or shorter period, under treatment in that part of
the infirmary, you will often meet with facts of high interest.
I now draw your attention to them in this pointed way, be-
cause they are, so far as I have seen, less attended to by our
pupils than other wards, and less, I think, than they deserve.
Those wards will show you that, as in the two cases just al-
luded to, so in most cases, if not all, nmiadness, in whatever
form and degree, involves some cerebral disturbance more or
less amenable to medicine and professional care. You will
see in them the effects' of bleeding, antimony, mercury, sti-
muli, opium, cold applications, &c., administered on the same
general principles as in other diseases, though with important
differences as to degree of activity, mode of combination, and
other details. It is very much during the acuter states, when
medicine has most direct power, that our insane patients are
admitted, being passed to various asylums when confirmed or
chronic. If you are ever called before a court of inquiry re-
specting lunacy, &ec., you will feel the advantage of having
familiarized yourselves with the signs and effects, physical and
moral, of mental derangement. Let me add one more reason
or inducement to watch the patients in these wards. It is
this :—In all ages medical men have been large contributors
to the progress of science ; every department of human thought
and research is indebted more or less to medical learning and
talent; and none more than mental science, for which, per-
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haps, more has been done by medical men than by any other
class of men whatsoever. Not to go too far a-ﬁeld{ I may re-
fer to our great reformer Locke ‘as a physician. His system
has gone to pieces now some time since, and out of the frag-
ments have been constructed, as a French philosopher (Baron
Degerando) has clearly shewn, some seven or eight different
and jarring systems or sub-systems. But the business of re-
form in mental science has been resumed on other and sounder
principles, and by a physician, I mean Dr Gall ; and Phreno-
logy, or the science of mind, when it shall have been disen-
cumbered of numerous crudities, heaped on it by its founder
for the most part, will, I make no doubt, generally be regarded
as the only system before the public that makes- any tolerable
approach to what the enlightened common sense of mankind
can recognise as real in science, or useful for practical pur-
poses. Now, it was the study of insanity very much that gave
Gall the clue : mad people are unconscious witnesses against,
and telling illustrations of, the unsoundness of the earlier sys-
tems. But I have said more than enough on the point, and
must conclude with this, which, if you will, you may consider
an apology for alluding to such things as philosophy and men-
tal science in this place of sickness and suffering, or for a mo-
ment turning your attention away from practical medicine,—
and it is this :—Having been for many a long year a physician
and practitioner before I had been able practically to study
insanity, owing to the exclusion of lunatics, &c., from our
hospitals, and of medical students from our lunatic establish-
ments, I have personally experienced the want of that fami-
liarity with mental disease against which I now warn you in
time to provide yourselves, as to a considerable extent you
may, in a moderate period, in these wards.

IIL. On the Derangement of the Organ of Amativeness in Herod
the Great. By the Rev. Mr Barrow, Episcopal Minister at
Flatbush, Long Island. (From the American Plrenologi-
cal Journal, March 1842). ‘

Having occasion some time "ago to recur to the account
given in Josephus, of Herod the Great, I was much struck
with his description of the illness of that prince, occasioned
by the death of Mariamne, as an instance of the reversed
action of the organ of Amativeness.

That Jewish Bluebeard, like his royal English antitype,
Henry VIII., was remarkable for the strength of the sexual
passion, and the furious jealousy and revenge to which it oc-
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casionally gave rise. The beautiful and chaste, but indis-
creet Mariamne, was the object of his most devoted love. The
selfishness of that passion was twice evinced, by his giving
private orders for her execution, in the event of his own death,
lest she should fall into the hands of Anthony. These orders
were betrayed to her, and, together with the death of her
brother by Herod’s orders, had the effect of alienating her
affections from him. This circumstance enabled his mother
and sister to effect her ruin. In a sudden paroxysm of jealousy,
which they had excited, he caused her to be tried, condemned,
and executed. On the subsequent discovery of her innocence,
he was seized with the deepest remorse, which was followed
by a severe illness. The account of it given by Josephus is as
follows :—

“ But when she was once dead, the King’s affections for
her were kindled in a more outrageous manner than before,
whose old passion for her we have already described ; for his
love to her was not: of a calm nature, nor such as we usually
meet with among other hushands ; for at its commencement
it was of an enthusiastic kind, nor was it by their long coha-
bitation and free conversation together, brought under his
power to manage; but at this time, his love to Mariamne
seemed to seize him in such a peculiar manner, as looked like
divine vengeance upon him for the taking away of her life;
for he would frequently call for her, and frequently lament for
her, in a most indecent manner. * * * He was so far
conquered by his passion, that he would order his servants to
call for Mariamne, as if she were still alive, and could still hear
them. * * * At'length he forced himself to go into
desert places, and there, under the pretence of going a hunt-
ing, bitterly afflicted himself; yet he had not borne his grief
there many days, before he fell into a most dangerous dis-
temper himself. He had an inflammation upon him, AND A
PAIN IN THE HINDER PART OF HIS HEAD, JOINED WITH MADNESS ;
and for the remedies that were used, they did him no good at
all, but proved contrary to his case, and so at length brought
him to despair.”’—Josephus, Ant. b. xv. c. vii. 7.

“ This was a clear case of the deranged action of the organ
of sexual love. Deprived of its object, it put on a morbid
action, and drove the frantic monarch through the apartments
of his palace, calling for the murdered Mariamne. The un-
conscious sleeper answers not; and the wretched tyrant flees
from the halls and chambers which remorse and hopeless love
had made a dreary solitude, and seeks a refuge from self-re-
proach in the desert. The aggrieved organ at length be-
comes acutely inflamed, producing ¢ pains tn the HiNDER part
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of the head, with madness.”” The inflammation extended at
length to the neighbouring organs of Combativeness and De~
structiveness, and made him, as Josephus goes on to inform us,
“ readier than ever upon all occasions to inflict punishment upon
those that fell under his hand. He also slew the most intimate
of his friends.” They might well suppose him to be smitten
by the curse of God, or possessed of the devil. The phrenolo-
gist, however, will find no difficulty in giving a more rational
account of the king’s distemper.

IV. Case of Deficiency of the Organ of Concentrativeness.
By Mr E. J. HyrcaE.

I'have recently met with a case which illustrates Mr Combe’s
views respecting Concentrativeness, and which as . strikingly
refutes the opinion of those phrenologists who consider that
Firmness is competent to produce mental concentration to any
pursuit which is allied to the specific intellectual development.
On examining the head of a friend of good intellectual de-
velopment, and possessing the bilio-sanguine temperament, I
found the organ of Firmness very large, and that of Concen-
trativeness very deficient. His mental characteristics may be
described in a few words :—He is obstinate in the expression
of his opinions, whilst, at the same time, he complains of his
inability to concentrate his powers on any pursuit which re-
quires continuity of thought. Having an intellectual deve-
lopment far above the average, he has attempted most sciences
and arts; and though for every branch he has displayed much
natural capacity, yet he has been unable to study any one suf-
ficiently to obtain that mastery which the ability displayed at
the outset might have led us to anticipate ;—in his own words,
he “ begins well, but tires soon.” Although he possesses a
large organ of Eventuality, I have heard him complain, that
even when reading a novel, he is unable to combine chapter with
chapter, when the events have not been consecutively reported,
or the details have been in the least degree fragmentary ; for
he has lost his interest in the first chapter before he has arrived
at the third. He was unable to reconcile this deficiency of
mental steadiness with his large organ of Firmness, and his
almost bilious temperament; but his doubts were removed
when I stated, that obstinate adherence to opinion in most
cases results from Self-Esteem in cembination with Firmness,
and that Concentrativeness imparts the tendency to continuous
study or fixity of attention.
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V. Cassof Local Tubercular Deposit on the Surface of the Brain.
By Roserr Dunx, Esq. (Report of the Proceedings of the
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, 14th June 1842,
published in the Lancet of 25th June, p. 460.)

" The patient was a little boy, two years old, a fine intelli-
gent child, who had been healthy from the time of his birth.
He had suffered little during dentition : at eleven months he
had twelve teeth, and could then walk alone. On the 7th of
October he was first seized, and he died in about six weeks,
on the 15th of November. He had awoke in the morning as
usual, and was suddenly seized with a jerking or convulsive
twitching of the left hand, but which did not extend beyond
the wrist. Excepting this continued convulsive jerking of
the hand, the child seemed to be quite well. There were
no indications of general derangement. About a fortnight
before, the child had fallen down stairs, and from that time
had been irritable and fretful. In about twenty minutes the
jerking subsided ; it returned the next morning for half an
hour, and then extended to the elbow. The following morn-
ing there was a slight attack, and the next day passed with-
out any jerking, but there was partial paralysis of the hand
and arm, pyrexia, and general constitutional disturbance.
He complained of pain in the head, and frequently applied
the hand to the right temple. He had been freely purged
at first. Leeches were now applied; counter-irritants; cold
lotions and ice to the head; saline medicine; and calo-
mel and James’s powder every four hours. This course was
pursued throughout the disease, and the mercurial ointment
was also applied to the armpits night and morning, but saliva-
tion was not induced. During the next four or five days he
had frequent attacks of the convulsions, not confined to the
hand and arm, but involving the whole of the left side and
lower extremity in convulsive agitation, with twitchings of the
eye and angle of the mouth, the attack lasting for hours.

e cried, and even screamed violently towards the termina-
tion of the fits, but was sensible throughout, and could at
times be soothed by his parents. The attacks were followed
by profound sleep for several hours, and the side was left par-
tially paralyzed. For about a week he had no return of the
fits, except occasional jerkings of the hand and foot: the
paralysis was not persistent. He was dull and heavy, sleep-
ing many hours, yet sensible when awoke, and eager for
food. He had a quick but weak and irritable pulse; dry,
hot skin, and great thirst. He was then seized with a kind
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of cramp or spasm in different parts of the affected side,
arm, and-leg. The pain was most distressing, and seemed
as in ordinary attacks of cramp, which it closely resembled,
to be in some degree relieved by active friction. After suffer-
ing in this way for three or four days, he was left with de-
cided symptoms of effusion. The convulsions returned, at-
tacking the right side in a similar manner in which the left
had at first been affected. Both sides and the whole body,
indeed, were eventually affected with convulsive agitation, and
the head at the same time drawn backwards. On the subsi-
dence of one of these attacks he gradually sunk.

Note of the Post-mortem Appearances, by Dr Todd, of King's .

College.—The scalp was pale and bloodless, like the rest of the
body, which was much emaciated ; the dura mater healthy.
The vessels on the superficies of the brain were turgid with
dark blood, but there was no subarachnoid effusion. The
arachnoid cavity was natural. On the surface of the right
hemisphere of the brain, under both the arachnoid and pia
mater, there was a deposit of tubercular matter, disposed in
patches of irregular shape and size, but the whole occupying
a surface of about two inches square. The deposit was most
abundant on the surface of the convolutions, but it nevertheless
descended into the sulci between them ; a circumstance which
proved its connection with the deep surface of the pia mater.
The cortical substance of the brain in contact with the tuber-
cular matter was reddened and greatly softened, and, on mi-
croscopic examination, evinced a nearly total destruction of
the tubules in it, a great enlargement of the proper globules of
the grey matter, and of the pigment granules which adhere
to them. The softening extended a slight way into the sub-
jacent white matter. On the edge of the left hemisphere,
corresponding to the diseased patch on the right, a slight tu-
bercular deposit had taken place in a similar manner, pro-
ducing a red softening of the grey matter in contact, but not
occupying more than a half inch square in surface. The ven-
tricles contained more water than natural, about double, and
did not collapse when laid open. The cerebral substance
throughout, excepting at the diseased parts, was firmer than
usual at the patient’s age.

Mr Dunn was of opinion that the fall which he had, had
operated as an exciting cause in setting up diseased action
about the tubercular deposit, and that the local affection, the
simple twitching of the hand and jerking of the arm, was the
consequence of the local membranous irritation thus induced.

Irritation of the membranes and cineritious substance of the -

)
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brain he believed to be attended with convulsions, without de-
cided or persistent paralysis, and that it requires the medul-
lary matter to be involved to render the paralysis permanent.
Admitting that red softening of the brain is the result of chro-
nic inflammation of its substance, persistent paralysis in the
present case was not to be expected, until the inflammatory
action had involved the medullary substance. In briefly ad-
verting to the phrenological bearing of the case, Mr Dunn
considered Phrenology not in the light of a system of psycho-
logy, but of an attempt to elucidate the physiology of the
brain, and that it was a duty incumbent upon the medical in-
quirer to avail himself of every opportunity of bringing its
Pretensions to the test of experience ; and that it was to post-
mortem examinations of the brain, and to pathological inves-
tigation, more than to any other source, that we are to look
for evidence in support or refutation of its dogmata. In the
present instance the parents of the child, who know nothing
of Phrenology, had been forcibly struck with a change in the
disposition of the child, which they had observed for some
months previous to the child’s illness to have been gradually
taking place. From being a happy, placid, docile boy, he had
become more and more petulant, self-willed, and obstinate.
On the post-mortem inspection of the brain, the tubercular
deposit was found to be situated on that part of each of the
hemispheres where Gall and Spurzheim have located the or-
gan of firmness. Among the first of the morbid effects aris-
ing from the tubercular deposit, would be an irritating excite-
ment in the grey substance, which would lead to an abnormal
development of its functional power. Now, obstinacy is an
abuse of firmness, and if we associate the change of disposi-
tion which had taken place in the child with the structural
disturbance induced by the tubercular deposit, the case might
be fairly adduced in support of the hypothesis of Gall and Spurz-
heim, and of the locality which they have assigned as the site
of the organ of firmness. :

In the desultory discussion which followed the reading of
Mr Dunn’s paper, Dr Seymour called the attention of the
Society to the various poiuts of interest which it touched upom.
He did not agree with the author regarding the necessity of
the involvement of the medullary substance of the brain for
the production of persistent paralysis.

Dr Anderson agreed in the main with Mr Dunn. He
believed that irritation of the membranes of the brain in-
duced convulsions, and that it required lesion—sudden and
violent, perhaps,—of the medullary substance to produce per-
sistent paralysis.
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Dr Mayo alluded to the use of mercury in cases similar
to that related by Mr Dunn, which he considered one of tu-
bercular deposit brought into an active state by the fall. The
use of calomel has been highly lauded by some, and condemned
by others ; he thought we should be guided in the use of this
medicine, by taking into consideration the strength of the
child, the condition of the glandular system, and the state
of the secretions. Where these contra-indicated the use of
mercury, the plan of support should be adopted.

Dr Addison entered at some length into a description of
the various forms of tuberculous disease of the brain. He
took occasion, in the course of his remarks, to make an ac-
knowledgment of the correctness of Dr Hall’s theory, that
epilepsy resulted from spinal irritation, and which, two years
before, he had disputed in that Society ; he was now convinced
that Dr Hall was right. His (Dr X) attention had of late
been much directed to the condition of the spine in cases of
epilepsy ; and he had found even in those cases in which it
had originated in the brain, that the irritation had been con-
veyed down the spinal marrow.

Mr Dunn said that the first symptoms, as the twitching
of the hand and jerking of the arm, in his case, he considered
to be associated with the true spinal system of Dr M. Hall,
and dependent upon irritation set up in the membranes of the
brain in consequence of the fall. Dr M. Hall had shewn by
experiment that irritation of the membrane of the brain, as
well as of the spinal cord, did produce convulsions.

III. NOTICES OF BOOKS.

I. A Review of Berkeley’s Theory of Vision, designed to shew
the Unsoundness of that celebrated Speculation. By Samuer
BarLey, Author of Essays on the Formation and Publi-
cation of Opinions, &c. London: Ridgway. 1842,

Thisis a clear, logical, elegant argument on a subject purely
metaphysical. Itis extended to a volume of 239 octavo pages,
and therefore, we fear, destined to be read through by a very
select few indeed. To our mind it completely succeeds in its
object ; and as a model for the metaphysical student, as well
as a total demolition of a theory which has misled the most
celebrated metaphysicians for a hundred years, it is well en-
titled to take its place among standard metaphysical works.

Although the author assumes the credit of great boldness,
in questioning a theory which Hartley, Reid, Smith, Condillac,
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Voltaire, and Stewart, not only did not question, but did not
dare to examine,—Stewart even denouncing as utter folly
the very approach to a doubt about it,—we must claim for the
phrenologists the first assault upon it, and, moreover, the first
complete refutation of it.

In treating of the Senses, these writers have, for many
years, challenged the theory of Berkeley, and vindicated the
sense of Sight from an alleged dependence upon Touch, for
its perception of form, and of all the three directions of size,
height, breadth, and depth. the last constituting distance, or as

_it has been called in the theory, *“ outness,” Mr Bailey first
shews clearly that Bishop Berkeley assumed, without proving,
his predicate ; and that his metaphysical successors lauded, but
never examined, his ¢ beautiful theory.”” He then proceeds
to ask mhy the sensation of outness, or distance, should not
belong to the sight as well as to the touch, and most legiti-
mately fixes the onus probandi on those who assert that it
should not, or does not. We do perceive distance by the eye;
that we got the power through any other medium but the eye
requires demonstration, and it has received none.

Besides much cogent metaphysical reasoning, the author
adduces the unanswerable fact, that many of the inferior ani-
mals, when they have not been an hour in existence, demon-
strate by their actions that they perceive outness and distance
by the eye alone. The human eye, at birth, is too imperfect
to be a fair test. The cases of restored sight, by the removal
of cataract, although likewise not fair tests, considering the
state of the organ immediately after the operation, are, never-
theless, mainly in the author’s favour. These also prove
that form or figure, as well as distance, can be seen. To this
it is no answer, that at first Mr Wardrops adult patient
ceuld not by her sight tell which was the pencil and which
the key, and wished to touch them to ascertain. It is enough
that she saw them to be different, and she would learn by sight
alone, as she had once done by touch, to distinguish and name
them. Unless it could be shewn, which it cannot, that with-
out touching them she could never have perceived their forms,
her hesitation at first is no confirmation of the theory of
Berkeley.

The following, which forms the concluding chapter of this
able treatise, we extract as a specimen of the author’s philoso-
phical and elegant style of composition :— '

¢ In the preceding treatise I have endeavoured to give the
ingenious Theory of Berkeley a close, comprehensive, and, I
hope, candid examination. With this view, I have directed
my attention, in the first place, to the phenomena of conscious-
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ness, on which Berkeley himself has almost exclusively dwelt,
and have shewn that they not only offer no support to his
doctrine, but are wholly inconsistent with it.

«¢ In the next place, I have examined such phenomena as are
external to the observer. The indications of vision presented
by the lower animals, by infants, and by blind persons restored to
sight, have been successively passed in review, and have all
tended to prove the unsoundness of this celebrated hypothesis.
Wherever I have sought for evidence the character of the
testimony has been uniform ; metaphysical investigation and
physiological inquiry have given the same answer, and alike
served to confirm the universal belief of mankind in the direct
visual perception of the three dimensions of space.

“If these conclusions should be corroborated by strict investi-
gation on the part of various competent inquirers, and appear
as clear and correct to others as they do to the author ; and
if the theory of Berkeley should consequently fall ; its general
reception by philosophers heretofore must be considered as
one of the most extraordinary circumstances to be found in
the annals of speculative philosophy.

“ This general reception of it is undoubtedly a proof of the
great ingenuity with which it is developed and maintained ;
- and yet a close examination will scarcely fail to convince any
one, that the Essay towards a New Theory of Vision is rather
a clever mustering of plausible arguments, in support of a
favourite notion, by a mind delighting in the exercise of its
own subtlety, than a masterly exposition of the subject in
hand, or a skilful arrangement of a train of ideas in their due
logical order and dependence. It has little method, and
abounds in repetition for want of it, while the author scarcely
seems at all times sufficiently master of the impalpable and
shadowy notions which he has called up, to escape confusion
and perplexity.

¢ That an hypothesis so insecurely founded, and so slightly
although ingeniously supported, should have been so long re-
garded as valid, has probably arisen from the abstruseness of
_ the subject, and the consequent disinclination of most people
to think it out for themselves.

“ It is so much easier to adopt the reasonings and repre-
sentations of an ingenious philosopher, than to scrutinize them
step by step, that when his doctrines are speciously main-
tained, when they are at the same time not concerned in any
practical result, and when the correction of their errors de-
pends rather on continuity and precision of thought and ac-
curacy of deduction, than on physical investigation or experi-
mental inquiry, it is not surprising that they are handed down
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unchallenged from one generation to another, and are, per-
haps, at last arrested in their tranquil descent by some for-
tuitous circumstance, which instigates an inquirer to question
their soundness.”

II. Die Phrenoléyie in und Ausserhalb Deutschland. Von
Gustav voN Struve, &c. Heidelberg, 1843. 8vo. pp. 55.

Phrenology in Germany and Elsewhere. By Gustav von
Struve, Advocate in the Supreme Court of Baden in Mann-
heim. Heidelberg, 1843.

The first section of this very judicious publication em-
braces a brief history of Phrenology. * Long,” says Mr Von
Struve, “was the sleep of the seven brothers in the cave
of the mountain Celion near Ephesus, and great was their
astonishment when they awoke. I will not maintain that the
Germans may in every respect be compared with propriety
to these seven sleepers; but certainly they may be so in re-
gard to Phrenology. They have slept for more than thirty
years, unconscious of the advance which this science has been
making in France, England, Italy, North America, the East
Indies, and Australia, since Gall left his native country ; and
even yet the greater number of them have not awaked from
their repose. A striking proof of this fact is exhibited by the
lately published work of Dr Carus of Dresden,* which pre-
tends to found a new and scientific cranioscopy, while the
author does not betray the slightest appearance of knowing
that this scientific foundation has already been given to the
study through the co-operation of several hundred persons
in lectures and published works, in a much more satisfactory
manner than any single individual could be in a condition to
accomplish, however suited to the task.”

The author proceeds to sketch the history of the science ;
he then treats of its principles, and afterwards of the indivi-
dual organs. Section IV. contains a powerful representation
of the practical importance of Phrenology ; while Section V.
treats of the explanations which it affords of many important
mental phenomena. In Section VI. the objections agninst
Phrenology are considered and refuted. Section VII. con-
tains a comparison of Phrenology with former systems of psy-
chology and anthropology ; from which we learn that, in Ger-
many as in this country, every leading author founds and de-
fendsa psychological theory of hisown. ¢ What should we think
if, in Heidelberg, one system of human anatomy, in Leipsic

¥ Noticed in our 15th vol., pp. 154, 376.—Ep.
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another, in Berlin a third, in London a fourth, in Dublin a
fifth, and in Edinburgh a sixth, were taught, in which the pro-
fessors of these universities differed from each other, not in
regard to minute and inaccessible parts of the human struc-
ture, but in regard to the existence or non-existence of import-
ant bones, muscles, nerves, and blood-vessels? Yet such is
the spectacle presented by psychology, where Phrenology is
unknown.” The author concludes the work in Section VIII.
with some remarks, illustrated by cuts, on the relation between
national character and national development of brain.

We consider this little work as calculated to be: eminently .
useful in the present state of the public mind in Germany in
relation to Phrenology, and expect that it will attain an exten-
sive circulation.

The Phrenological Almanac, or Psychological Annual. No. II.
— for 1843. Glasgow : J. and G. Goyder. 8vo, pp. 64.

The second Number of this successful Annual has just been
published, and lies before us. It reflects credit upon its con-
ductors in the zeal, industry, and judgment which it displays.
It ransacks the phrenological world for matter, seizing the
near, and sweeping the horizon, like the seaman with his te-
lescope in his hand, for the distant. We are happy to observe,
that “ two very large editions of the first number were speedily
sold off,” and that it has been *“ deemed advisable to have the
work stereotyped.” This success is well merited. The first
article in the new number, is the second lecture of a course
delivered in Newcastle-on-Tyne, by Mr Alexander Falkner,
now of Edinburgh. We hail the labours of well-educated
honest lecturers in a field so wide, and yet so imperfectly
supplied. It is important that men ef education and intelli- -
gence should occupy it extensively, to the exclusion of quacks
and impostors. As we think well of Mr Falkners lectures
in their substance, we cannot withhold a word, in friendship,
on their style. It is too much the style of a young man.
While he communicates to his audience faithfully the informa-
tion which forms the introductory matter to all good phreno-
logical lectures, he creates the impression, which nevertheless
may be unfounded, that his ambition is to shine, as much as
to teach. His smartness, poetry, and eloquence, are not sub-
ordinate, but prominent and primary,—do not arise out of a
grave philosophical development of the subject, but are stuck
upon it all over, to the detriment both of the theme and its
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adornments. This fault of youth's Ideality and enthusiasm
so much more promising than dulness, is curable; and in
Mr Falkner is well worth curing. If he will think more of
the body of his subject, and less of its dress, which last, in his
hands, will be all the more graceful that it is less thought of
and worn more easy,—if he will advance the philosopher in
front of the poet, wit, or orator,—he can hardly fail to be an
effective and reallg/ eloquent teacher of Phrenology. We ob-
serve Mr Falkner’s name at Article I1X., in which is seen the
same ambitious composition, though in a less degree. Decla-
matory treatment of the question of Materialism is peculiarly
inappropriate, and tends, if not to obscure the subject, at
least to puzzle the reader as to the author’s views of it.

The second article treats of the subjects of Materialism and
Mesmerism, both at present, but with very different degrees
of claim to attention, agitating the phrenological world. In
the Materialism question, the author takes the same view as
wedoof the unadvisedstepof Dr Engledue, and of our ignorance
of the essence either of matter or mind ; but goes beyond what,
we think, that ignorance warrants, and holds them to be
distinct existences.  Before .this conclusion can be fairly
drawn, we must, it appears to us, know the essence of both.
He concurs in our opinion that the doctrine of immortality is
not affected by either view of the question ; yet he is not free of
fears that Materialism leads to atheism, seeing that if we deny
an immaterial part to man, we cannot conceive of an immate-
rial God. This, we humbly think, besides being a non sequitur,
is founded on an assumption, in boldness far beyond any
made by Dr Engledue,—that we know the divine essence of
the Incomprehensible,—that * by searching we can find out
God.”” We farther differ from the author of the article, in so
far as he excepts to the introduction of mesmerical phenomena
as confirmatory of phrenological organology. We wish to
give the alleged facts fair play, and regret the disposition
shewn by not a few phrenologists, to treat them pretty much
after the fashion of that treatment which their own facts have,
as they themselves think most unjustly, received. This is to
kick the dog at Stamboul, according to a Turkish proverb, be-
cause of the dog that bit us at Cairo. On the whole, we can-
not accord to Article II. the character of a perfectly unpreju-
diced composition.

We have not very much to remark upon the other ar-
ticles. Dr Maxwell’s is a sensible short paper on the
questio verata of the coincidence of the two tables of the
skull, in which he advises phrenologists not only not to con-
tend for parallelism, but to admit, or rather found upon,
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non-parallelism as the truth, and address themselves to the
easy task of shewing that, instead of injuring, the fact aids
Phrenology. It ought to be mentioned that absolute pa-
rallelism has never been contended for by phrenologists, and
that the existence of such inequalities of thickness of the skull
as those spoken of by Dr Maxwell, has long been recognised
in the standard works. Dr Maxwell says,—* Were the organs
of the mind of all men exercised according to the same ratio,
all heads would be of precisely the same shape ; man, going
on in the evenly tenor of his way, would present no variety.
In this case, the manipulator, the phrenologist, would have
nothing striking to predicate ; his art would be gone.” Here
it is erroneously assumed that all are born with the same con-
formation of brain, and that all brains which are alike at birth
have a natural tendency to equal development in the same di-
rections. On the main subject, the opinions of Dr Maxwell are
thus expressed :—* The brain of man is not stationary in size
—neither as a whole, nor in any of its parts, or artificial divi-
“sions. On the contrary, various portions of it are, from the
constitution of the human mind, in an irregularly alter-
nate state of activity and inactivity, -and must, at all times,
be either increasing or diminishing in bulk. That this is
agtually the state of matters during the natural life of -every
individual, we have much in proof, and among the best
proofs we have, is the thickness or thinness of the cranium.
The smaller variations in size in the different parts of the
brain may not tell on the surface of the head ; for a part of the
brain, after having for some time advanced outward and pushed
the inner table before it, may retrograde again, before the outer
table has advanced to any sensible extent. When we consider
the many accidents to which mankind are liable, together
with the many seasons of indefinite purpose to which all are
more or less subject, we may not be at all surprised - that its
smaller differences in size are not seen on the outer surface
of the cranium. That they have their effect on the inner
surface of it, there is, however, no reason to doubt. In
every skull that we have examined with a view to this fact,
and they are not a few, we have seen some parts of it thin-
ner than other parts of it; even to that extent was it thin-
ner, as to be diaphanous. In all subjects in which this is
found, we may presume that the corresponding parts of the
brain have recently, and for some time, been experiencing an
increase in bulk, and that the inner table of the skull had for
a certain duration of time previous to the death of the indivi-
dual, been actually yielding to pressure from within, caused
by the growth of brain at the particular part. - Other parts of
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the same skull may be found thicker than natural. In such
places, we may presume that the brain has recently become
of less bulk, and that the cranium, in process of adapting to
it, has the inner table receding from the outer one. Con-
cluding from appearances in a skull that the brain of the in-
dividual, for a certain period recently anterior to death, must
bave experienced in particular parts, corresponding to certain
organs, an increase or decrease in size, we are warranted fur-
ther to presume, that these changes were attended with con-
. comitant activity of some, and inactivity of other organs, si-
tuated in their localities respectively, corresponding to mani-
festations of the mind, which may have been recognised by
the friends or attendants of the deceased. Large frontal
sinuses, we think, are under the same predicament with thick
cranium ; that is, the organs behind them have shrunk from
inactivity, and that in exact proportion to the depth of the .
sinus over each of them respectively, and the inner table has
followed them, leaving the outer table in its original or state
of greatest elevation.” These opinions are worthy of consi-
deration ; but it is important to keep in view the distinction

between what “ we may presume” and what is proved. :

The history of William Henderson, a criminal, is told with
spirit, but with rather too much straining after effect, in Ar-
ticle IV. Mr Hytche’s successful experiment on religious me-
lancholy (Article V.), by explaining to the patient phrenologi-
cally the delusions under which he suffered, though it will not
uniformly succeed, is always worth trying. The conversion
to Phrenology of the Rev. S. Deane by his preparations to
fit himself to lecture it down in America, and the astonish-
ment of his audience when he delivered a powerful lecture in
its favour, is a history worth recording, and is well recorded
in Article VI., borrowed from the American Phrenological
Journal. That Journal is very properly censured, in Article
VIL, for the extravagancies with which its editor, Mr Fowler,
sometimes deforms its pages. Article V1II. is devoted to a
description of Mr Hawkins’s triple callipers, illustrated by a
very distinct engraving. The object of this ingenious instru-
ment is to measure the head, particularly the distance from
any medial organ to the middle of a straight line passing
through the orifices of the ear.

We have already alluded to Article IX., Mr Falkner’s not
very clearly expressed opinion on the question of Materialism.
He “regrets that this denouement of a mere  section’ (of the
Association) should have led to the resignation of any member,
far less to that of those who can only be regarded by the pub-
lic as the fathers of the science, and as the guardians of their
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opinionate morals against theological heresy. Our lamenta-
tion is for the cause of truth, and for Phrenology.”

The next article is a very short one on the origin and moral
protection of property,—Acquisitiveness and Conscientious-
ness,—in contrast with the lengthened dissertations, on the
first by Paley, and on the last by Adam Smith. ,

Among the articles of Intelligence in the Almanac, we find
the proposals which Mr Hawkins has published in our present
Number, p. 51, for founding a society to be designated « The
Christian Phrenological Society,” and for establishing a quar-
terly journal, to be entitled ¢ The Christian Phrenologist.”
That the intentions of Mr Hawkins are worthy of high respect,
all who know him must be satisfied ; yet we doubt whether
these proposals are judiciously made. They are not, we fear,
capable of being successfully or beneficially carried into effect.
First, the Society will inevitably become a theological more
than a philosophical association. Its enquiries will cease to
be free, and will be made to quadrate with its Scriptural in-
terpretations, to the serious damage of both. Or, if no reli-
gious creed be adopted, differences of opinion on theological
points will give rise to disputes which must utterly mar the
utility of the Society. Secondly, its members, if bound to-
gether by a creed, will form a sect of phrenologists who will
either themselves direct the odium theologicum against all
phrenologists without their pale, or, by their very existence,
encourage the “ falsely and perniciously impressed” public to
do so. The impressions of the public will not be cured by the
Society ; they will only be differently directed and most un-
justly strengthened. The philosophical truth of Phrenology,
and the falsehood of the impressions with regard to it, require
nothing more for the triumph of the one and the refutation of
the other, than their own respective characters. What should
we say to a Christian Chemical, Mechanical, or Geological
Society ! Science, as the result of observed phenomena, ought
to be pursued without connexion with revealed theology. Let
us not forget the consequences of assuming the Scriptures as
an authority for the dogma that the earth is the centre of
the universe, around which all the heavenly bodies revolve.
Nothing will more tend to injure Christianity itself than such
an unwarranted use of it as that proposed by Mr Hawkins. We
trust that, on reconsideration, he will see the propriety of
abandoning his plan.

The Almanac contains several communications, by Messrs
Craig, Leighton, Hall, and Atkinson, of experiments in Mes-
mero-Phrenology, on which subject we have not room in the
present Number to make any observations.
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After giving a useful list of Phrenological Societies, Lec-
turers, and Commercial Museums, the Almanac concludes
with a meteorological vaticination by Mr Mackenzie for 1843,
valeat quantum valere potest, and the usual monthly tables for
the same year. We say, as we said before, to the editor—
* Euge et perge.”

1V. INTELLIGENCE, &c.

Aberdeen.—The Phrenological Society in this city continues in steady and
active progress. Since the date of last report, the following are the prin-
cipal papers that have been read :—On the Education of Veneration, by
Rev. Mr P. Olerihew. On the tendency of the Popular Movements, by
Mr J. Stratton, On the Education of Causality, by Rev. Mr P. Clerihew.
The Edinburgh Review and Phrenological Ethics, by Dr Gregory. The
Peculiarities of human nature considered in reference to Happiness, by
Rev. P. Clerihew. Practical Remarks on the Education of the People,
by Mr John Esdale. Introductory Paper on Education, by Mr R. J. Reid.
On Popular Amusements, by Mr Esdale. At the annual general meeting
on the 5th instant, the following gentlemen were elected as office-bearers
and committee for the ensuing year :—George Combe, Esq. Honorary Pre-
sident ; Professor Gregory, King’s College, and Mr. J. R. Reid, teacher, Pre-
sidents ; Mr James Straton, Secretary ; Mr William Still, Treasurer ; Mr
Thomas Kirby, Librarian ; Messrs G. Petrie, J. Johnston, John Finlason,
Alex. Masson, and J. Esdale, Members of Committee. Twelve velumes
of the latest works have been added to the library last year, and surplus
funds are expected to enable us to add as many during the ensuing year.
Dec, 1842, J. 8. Secretary.

Colchester —To the Editor.—Sir, I take leave to inform you, that a So-
ciety for the study of Phrenology has been recently established in this town,
Mr Donovan of London was engaged by the Society to deliver a course
of four lectures to the public upon the leading principles of the science,
which were well attcnded by highly respectable audiences, and appeared
in some degree to remove the prejudice which too generally exists, A
medical gentleman of the town has since favoured them with a public
lecture on the Anatomy and Physiology of the Brain and Nervous System,
and they have some other lectures promised upon some of its applications;
and although novices are said to be enthusiasts, they feel warranted in
congratulating themselves upon having induced at least a spirit of inquiry
into the principles of Phrenology. I am, Sir, yours respectfully,

- JouN UNDERWOOD, Secy.

East Stockwell St., Colchester, Essex,
December 2. 1842,

Edinburgh.—At the Annual General Meeting of the Phrenological So-
ciety, held on 12th December, the following gentlemen were elected of-
fice-bearers for the ensuing year :—Sir G. S. Mackenzie, Bart., President ;
Peter Couper, James Tod, Patrick Neill, LL.D., and Francis Farquhar-
son, M.D., Vice-Presidents ; Charles Maclaren, Andrew Dun, George Monro,
George Cox, James Simpson, and Andrew Combe, M.D., Councillors ;
Robert Cox, Secretary and Curator of Museum.—Thomas Oliver, Esq., Loch-
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end, was unanimously admitted as an Ordinary Member.—The following
donations were received, and thanks voted to the donors:—Cast of the
Head of Daniel Good, executed at Loundon for Murder; presented by Mr
James Deville. Bust of the Rev. B, T. Stannus; presented by the Sculp-
tor, Mr Olarke of Sheffield. Six Skulls, presented by Miss Baillie of Pol-
kemmet : viz. (1.) Skull dug up on Mount Henry, near Lewes, and sup-
posed to have been the head of a soldier who fell in the battle 6f Lewes
in the reign of Henry ITI. (2.) Skull found in a moss-moor at Linton,
and supposed to have been the head of a young trooper, killed during the
rebellion in the reign of Charles II. (3.) Skull from Rome, having the
situations of the organs marked on it by Dr Spurzheim. (4.) Skull dug
out of the beach near Larnahinden, Argyleshire, and supposed to be the
head of one of the Danish invaders who were defeated there by the High-
landers, and whose slain were buried in the sand. (5.) Skull sent to a
lady by Dr Monro, and said to be the head of an Irish girl. (6.) Skull
taken from the excavations of Tusculum, near Frescati, Rome, 1830.
Cast of a Skull found under a Round Tower at Drumbo, county of Down,
five miles from Belfast, in January 1842; presented by the Natural His-
tory Society of Belfast. Four Skulls from the western coast of North
America, presented by W. F. Tolmie, Esq., surgeon in the Hon. Hudson’s
Bay Company’s Service: viz, (1. and 2.) Flattened Skulls of Chenooks,
from a cemetery on the banks of the Columbia River. (3.) Skull of a
Chimmisyan, from between 52° and 54°30' N. (4.) Indian slave-boy who
died in the Vancouver Hospital at the supposed age of 12 ; tribe unknown,
but to the southward of 43° 30’ N, Chinese Skull from Chuchan; pre-
sented by George M. Sinclair, Esq., Edinburgh. Catalogue of Skulls of
Man and the Inferior Animals, in the Collection of Samuel George Mor-
ton, M.D., at Philadelphia; presented by Dr Morton. First and Second
Bulletins of the Proceedings of the National Institution for the Promo-
tion of Science at Washington ; presented by that Body. The Remini-
scences of an Old Traveller, by Thomas Brown, Esq., 3d edition; pre-
sented by the Author.—The Society will meet in Clyde Street Hall on
Friday evening, 13th January, at 8 o’clock, when Mr Simpson will read
a phrenological analysis of the non-restraint system in lunatic asylums.

London.—At a meeting of the London Phrenological Society, held in
Exeter Hall on the evening of 21st November, casts of the heads of se-
veral criminals were exhibited and commented on by the Secretary and
Dr Elliotson, the latter of whom delivered some excellent observations on"
the treatment of criminals. About one-third of the audience consisted of
ladies. A report of the proceedings will be found in the Medical Times of
26th November. From that journal, of 10th December, we extract the fol-
lowing notice of another meeting of the Society. “ Ou Monday evening
the usual meeting was held at the Rooms, Exeter Hall. After the minutes
of the last meeting had been read by the secretary, T. Hewett, Esq. R.A.,
'W. Topham, Esq., Middle Temple, and Dr Debout, of Paris, were elected
Members of the Society. Dr Elliotson, in alluding to the case of Cooper,
which had been the subject of the last meeting’s lecture, said that the
head was small —the organs of Destructiveness and Caution were very
large, which must inevitably produce revenge. He then remarked upon
the curious mesmero-phrenological phenomena elucidated by Mr Carstairs,
of Sheffield, where the patient, upon the organs of Time and Tune being
touched, sang an air, and when Language was chafed, added words to the
tune. The other organs produced similar results, and this under circum-
stances which precluded all possibility of collusion. He next entered into
a clear detail of phreno-mesmerism, for the honour of the discovery of
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which, there was a sharp contest in America between Dr Collyer of Mas-
sachussets, and Dr Buchanan of Louisville. By this discovery, the
Doctor said, it is shewn that, during mesmeric sleep, one organ may be
separately excited, and that also, at one and the same time, an organ on
either side of the cranium may be simultaneously excited; thus present-
ing, as it were, two distinct minds co-existent with each other. Thus,
whilst one arm should menace upon Combativeness being touched, the
other, upon Veneration being excited, should be put forth to welcome.
The president exhibited the cast of a young lady (et. 18) in whom all the
moral qualities were highly developed, and whom he had cured, by mes-
merism, of severe epileptic fits. He observed, that he had never been
able to excite the intellectual faculties in this case, although he had re-
peatedly tried. He concluded his observations by announcing, that at
the next meeting ladies would be admitted. Nothing of further interest
occurred.” ’

‘We observe, from the New Moral World of 12th November, that the
phrenological class in the Social Institution, John Street, Tottenham
Court Road, continues in active operation. 1t is added, that, in a recent
lecture by Mr Buchanan on the Literature of Socialism, he “ took a short
view of Socialism, and stated it to consist, not only in the opinions of Mr
Owen, but everything which advances humanity. The lecturer took a
more extensive view of the human brain, and how it ought to be treated
or educated, than is generally done by most lecturers—in fact, he took a
phrenological view ; and as the science of Phrenology is now demonstrable,
and gaining respectability by being more known, we are not so much
afraid of being laughed at for talking about it.” The New Moral World
of 26th November, we may add, contains a powerful article ¢ On the Ap-
plicability of Phrenology to the General Affairs and Management of the
Rational Society.” We hope it will have the intended effect of inducing
the Socialists to take, more generally than hitherto, the valuable guidance
of Phrenology.

It will be seen, from pages 51 and 87 of this Number, that the for-
mation of & ¢ Christian Phrenological Society” in London is contem-
plated. Our opinion respecting this scheme has been stated already.

Sheffield.—In March last, seven lectures were delivered by the Rev.
D. G. Goyder, in the Assembly Rooms here, to crowded audiences; and
the result was the formation of a Phrenological Society, at a meeting
on 13th May, convened in the same place for that purpose—Mr H. Atkin
in the chair. The objects of the Society are— 1st, The advancement of
Phrenological Science ; 2d, The diffusion of an accurate knowledge of its
principles; 3d, The prombotion of intercourse amongst phrenologists of this
and other similar institutions.” The office-bearers are—Corden Thomp-
son, M.D., President ; Mr Jehoiada Rhodes, and Mr. J. J. Simmonite,
Vice- Presidents ; Mr Spencer T. Hall, and Mr J. Derby, Secretaries ; Mr
H. Atkin, Treasurer; and a Council of 12 Members. ¢ The Society,”
says Mr Derby, ¢ is founded upon liberal and unexclusive principles,
being composed of men in all stations in life, The number of members
is at present about 70, There are 150 casts, &c. in the Museum. Place
of meeting—A ssembly Rooms, Norfolk Street. The Session is from Octo-
ber to March, during which six lectures will be delivered to the members.
Besides the above, meetings have been held every Thursday evening since
the commencement, to go through the whole of the organs separately,
allowing discussion thereon, for the reason of affording to those members
who had not s0 much knowledge of the principles an opportunity of gain-
ing a better acquaintance with them, and also of reading portions from



Intelligence, &c. 91

the Phrenological Journal; which has answered very well.” — The first
lecture of the Session was delivered by Dr Thompson on the evening of
11th October, and is reported at considerable length in the Shefield Iris
of the 18th of that month, from which we extract the following passages :—
“ Having regarded with peculiar interest the quiet but firm appreciation
of.Phrenology which has for some time been taking hold of the public
mind, we are glad to observe the respectability, as well as stability, that
now appear to characterize the Society which commenced at the Assembly
Rooms, in this town, in the beginning of the present year. Notwith-
standing the many prejudices which operated at first against the spread of
this enlightened and useful science, great numbers of our townspeople
had, by reading and observation in their separate walks, come to view it
With various degrees of interest, from passive toleration up to ardent in-
vestigation. These individuals, however, were scattered, and their senti-
ments unknown to each other for want of some general rallying point; and
the establishment of a Phrenological Society, on popular principles, was
consequently a signal simultaneously hailed with the highest gratification,
88 1s evinced by the promptness with which it has been joined by numbers
of the intelligent—far surpassing the anticipations of the most sanguine
of 1ts originators. Fortunate in such auspices, the Society is still more
50 In having its first session opened by a gentleman so well qualified in
every respect as Dr Corden Thompson, who at the very commencement ex-
Pressed his readiness to give it his support, and consented to become its
President for the year. His sound and eloquent lecture on the funda-
mental principles of the science, delivered on Tuesday evening, was very
numerously and respectably attended, and appeared to make a deep im-
pression on the audience. . . . . We are happy to hear that it is to
be published in conjunction with others still more fully illustrative of the
propositions it lays down ; and we cannot refrain from joining in the satis-
faction of the members on the talented lecturer’s promise of a course to
which this is the key. The lecture being concluded amid umanimous
cheering; and a vote of thanks to Dr Thompson having been moved by
Mr Spencer T. Hall, seconded by Mr Wood, surgeon, and passed; its
acknowledgment by the Doctor was received with general applause by the
audience, scveral of whom added their names to the list of members.”

Mr Carstairs, surgeon, delivered the second lecture of the session, on
Mesmero-Phrenology, before the members and friends of the Society, on
the 18th of November. The lecture was well attended, and afforded
general satisfaction. Mr Carstairs will deliver another lecture on the
same subject; also one on the Anatomy of the Brain, Three public lec-
tures on Mesmero-Phrenology were delivered by Mr Spencer T. Hall, in
the beginning of December, to crowded audiences. The first was in the
large Assembly Room, and the others in the New Circus. This gentle-
mén seems to be a very candid and zealous experimenter, but, we suspect,
is rather apt to draw conclusions as to the existence of new organs from
too limited spheres of observation. In this new and extensively-ridiculed
branch of Phrenology, the greatest caution ought to be exercised.

Lectures on Phrenology.—The following recently delivered lectures have
been reported to us:— v

1. A course in Belfast, by Mr J. Q. Rumball, in September and October,

2, Several courses by Mr C. Donovan, which he mentions in the fol-
lowing note, dated 24th November :—¢ I beg to make a report of my lec-
tures, past and to come, within the current quarter. I have delivered a
course of four at each of the following towns,—Ipswick, Colckester, Bury,
Norwich, and Cambridge. On the 30th of this month I shall commence a
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course of three at the Polytechnic Institution, Southampton ; on the follow-
ing week a similar course at the Mechanics’ Institution, Chickester ; and
on the 2d and 3d weeks in December, one each week at the Mechanics’
Institution, Reading, to be continued probably after Christmas.”

3. A course in Coleraine, by Dr James C. L. Carson, who, in a letter
dated 8th October 1842, says :—* I am happy to inform you that the science
is making considerable progress in this town and neighbourhood. In the
commencement of last winter, I delivered twelve lectures on the subject,
for the benefit of our Mechanics’ Institute. At first there was such an
inveterate prejudice against it, in consequence of the opinions entertained
by the great body of the supporters of the Institute, that the attendance
on my lecture did not exceed about 150 people, The number, however,
increased rapidly afterwards, and averaged, from first to last, something
about 500. On three different occasions gentlemen volunteered to have -
their heads examined in presence of the audience, and this contributed
more to a belief in the science than any other thing.”

4. Two lectures at Kirkowen, on 20th and 22d September, by Mr Dunn,
“ from the Andersonian University, Glasgow.” These are noticed in the
Dumfriesshire Herald of 6th October, which adds,—* Mr Dunn is going to
Stranraer, and afterwards will visit Dumf{riesshire.”

5. A course of four lectures in London, last spring, by Mr John Isaac
Hawkins. These have already been noticed at page 51 of this Number.
Another course of four lectures was delivered in November at the Dock-
head Mechanics’ Institution, by Mr Raine, descrited to us as “a very
promising - young man, who has recently commenced lecturing on the
science.”

6. A lecture, or ¢ phrenological lesson,” at Manchester, on 12th Decem-
ber, by Mr William Bally ; a long report of which is published in the Man-
chester Guardian of the 14th. It was addressed chiefly to mothers, governess-
es, and those baving the charge of the tuition of children, ¢ In this lesson,”
says the Guardian, “ striking out an entirely new path for himself, instead
of going over all the various organs, 35 or 36 in number, which phrenolo-
gists recognise as forming the perfect organization of the human brain, Mr
Bally’s object was rather to demonstrate to his auditory, that there are
broadly perceptible differences of the form or shape of the head, even in
childhood, which, when once made known to parents, they may easily re-
cognise, and which are indications of certain classes of individual charac-
ter and disposition, as widely differing from each other as do these forms
of head, often in the same family. Besides endeavouring to communicate
to his auditors this acquaintance with the differences of form in the seve-
ral regions of the brain—namely, the anterior, posterior, and coromal, or
the intellectual faculties, animal propensities, and moral sentiments—he
endeavoured to give some general practical suggestions for the correction
of whatever might be faulty in an individual child of any of these general
classes of character, The lesson was delivered twice, in the Athenzum
lecture theatre, to audiences consisting chiefly of ladies, In the afternoon
we were sorry to see that the audience was by no means large, though
highly respectable, and consisting chiefly of those for whom the lesson has
the most weight and deep significance,—we mean ladies, mothers. The
walls were covered with neatly delineated outlines of heads, taken from liv-
ing subjects and from casts, by an exceedingly ingenious adaptation of the
pantograph to this purpose, by Mr Bally. One striking series of illustra-
tions which he is thus enabled to give of the form and relative size of diffe-
rent heads, in the several regions, is worthy the notice of all phrenologists.
—Taking, for instance, the bust of an individual eminent for high moral
character and great intellectual attainments, he delineates the outline on
paper, with the pencil of the pantograph ; and inside this outline he has
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succeeded in pourtraying, by the same means, from casts in his collection,
the heads of no fewer than sixteen notorious criminals, most of them mur-
derers, in every one of which the predominance of the animal propensities,
and the peculiar lowness and ridgy form of the coronal region (taking all
above the organ of Cautiousness as constituting that region), are most
strikingly obvious features. Indeed, from the number of casts of the heads
of criminals in his collection (upwards of 40), he is enabled to approach
nearer to the delineation of a type of this class of heads than any other
phrenologist with whom we are acquainted. For the purposes of illustrat-"
ing this lesson, and to enable his auditors to study it practically at home,
he has also had a number of forms of heads delineated in reduced size, in
a lithographed sheet, which is presented to every purchaser of a ticket;
and in this way the lesson is not liable to the risk of being speedily for-
gotten (which is too often the fate of mere oral instruction of the nature
of lectures), but the forms become impressed on the mind by recurrence
to these little diagrams, which include numerous varieties of the human
head.” The report, which we regret we cannot quote farther, concludes
as follows :—*¢ In the evening, the lecture or lesson was more numerously
attended, and on the whole was exceedingly interesting; and, of course,
by the apt illustrations afforded-by the numerous casts and diagrams, was
made much more intelligible to the auditors than any mere report of what
was said can convey. We recommend Mr Bally to repeat this lesson oc-
casionally in this and the neighbouring towns. It is well worth the at-
tention of mothers.”

7. A course at Nottingham in November, delivered in Barker-gate meei-
ing-house, by Mr T. Beggs, the Secretary of the Complete Suffrage Asso-
ciation. The Nottingham Review of 11th November, in noticing the intro-
ductory lecture, says :—¢¢ Considering the brief notice, and the inclemency
of the weather, there was a numerous and respectable audience, and the
deepest interest was manifested. We understand this to be the first of a
series of lectures on the same subject, and entirely gratuitous, being for
the object of endeavouring to diffuse information amongst the masses.
Phrenology, illustrated as it is by Mr B., by a great number of casts, is a
highly amusing and interesting subject. The announcement that the
second lecture would be given in the same. place, that day week, was re-
ceived with great applause. The plan adopted by Mr Beggs of giving lec-
tures on subjects of popular interest, gratuitously, is a novel one, but we
think laudable, and we wish it every success. We hope the public will
appreciate it by a good attendance.” . :

8. A course at Taunton, by Mr E. T. Hicks of Bristol, in the beginning
of November, ¢ The lecturer,” says the Somerset County Gazette of 12th
November, “displayed an intimate acquaintance with the subject, and
considerable ability as a lecturer, and gave great satisfaction to the
audience on each occasion, Each lecture was illustrated by busts of dif-
ferent well-known individuals, with skulls, &c. We believe Mr Hicks
intends paying a visit to Bridgewater shortly, and those of our readers who
feel desirous of gaining information upon a subject which has lately
created pretty much interest, cannot do better than attend Mr Hick’s lec-
tures.”

9. At Wolverhampton, on 8th December, the last lecture of a course of
six, delivered at long intervals by Mr W. R. Lowe, in the Mechanics’ In-
stitution, The lecture-room, on this occasion, was completely crowded.
From the Wolverhampton Chronicle of 14th December, we learn, that when
Mr Lowe had finished, ¢ and silence was obtained after an unusual demon-
stration of gratification, Dr Bell, the vice-president of the institution, ad-
dressed the lecturer in behalf of the subscribers, and thanked him for the
very excellent lecture of that evening, and also for those he had before-
times delivered in that room. Dr Bell remarked, whatever the opinions
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entertained on the subject of Phrenology, and whether those held by Mr
Lowe were correct or not, there was one thing all must concede to him,
and that was, an intimate acquaintance with the subject. He felt bound
to express his approbation of the fairness and fulness with which Mr
Lowe had stated some of the objections to Phrenology, and his general
satisfaction at all the answers given to these. After complimenting Mr
Lowe on his style of lecturing, and on the zeal and earnestness displayed
by him, he concluded by saying, that the members of the institution would
be exceedingly glad to hear him again on this or any other subject, which
was warmly responded to by the company.” Judging from the copious
reports of Mr Lowe’s lectures which we have perused, we consider Dr
Bell’s compliments to be richly merited.—On 18th October, Mr Lowe
read an excellent paper on the heads of criminals, before the Literary and
Philosophical Society of Wolverhampton. A report of it in the Staford-
shire Examiner of 5th November concludes thus :—¢ The paper having oc-
cupied so long as to leave little time for discussion, Mr Lowe kindly pro-
mised to re-introduce the subject on a future evening, from a paper natu-
rally suggested by this examination; that is, on criminal jurisprudence.
The meeting separated soon after nine, highly gratified by the evening’s
occupation, and looking forward with anticipations of equal pleasure from
the fulfilment of Mr Lowe’s promise.”

10. A course of three lectures at York in the end of November, by Mr
E. T. Craig, upon Phrenology in connexion with education and physiog-
nomy. The attendance on these lectures, one of which is amply reported
in the Yorkshireman of 3d December, appears to have been very good.
From the same paper of 3d September, we learn that this active and
clever phrenologist had recently lectured in the school-room at Brampton,
to very numerous and attentive audiences; and that, ¢ at the close of
the course, & vote of thanks was proposed by Edward Cayley, Esq. M. P.,,
in a very neat speech.”

Phrenological Association.—The following declaration by 66 members of
the Association, has been sent us for insertion, and we are happy to give
it a place. Its date is 1st November 1842.

“ We, the undersigned, Members of the Phrenological Association, ob-
serving that, in consequence of the public avowal of the theory of Ma-
terialism, made by Dr Engledue, in his Introductory Address delivered on
the opening of our Fifth Session, a considerable number of the Members
have resigned,—some of these founding their resignation upon the opinion,
also expressed by Dr Engledue, that Materialism is the only sound founda-
tion of Phrenology,—although we do -not see, in either of these opinions,
sufficient reason for resignation, deem it advisable to make public, and
endeavour to place on the Records of the Association, the following de-
claration :(—

“ First.—We hold that there does not yet exist, so far as known to us,
any evidence to establish either the theory of the Immateriality or of the
Materiality of the mind ; and any conclusion yet formed on either side has
been assumption. 'We never forget that, whatever be the essential nature
of mind (were it even a function of matter, and of matter’s functions we
do not know the limits), it is God’s work, and therefore wisely fitted for
its purpose in creation.

“ Secondly—When Dr Engledue asserts that we can discover, in the
brain’s structure, the actual origin, or evolution, of thought and feeling, it
appears to us that he has only described the molecular structure of the
brain, as seen by the microscope. Among these molecules he has con-
jectured motion, but admits that he has not seen it. Mr Combe’s Ameri-
can case, which Dr Engledue cites, in which convolutionary motion was
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felt with the hand, does not demonstrate molecular., But even had Dr
Engledue seen molecular motion, that motion itself may still be only the
working of an instrument, and would not warrant the conclusion that it is
itself the evolution of thought, in either animals or man. More generally,
Dr Engledue has not, in any part of his Address, predicated any thing of the
brain, which cannot be predicated of it as the medium or instrument of an ul-
terior power.

¢ Thirdly.—Nevertheless, while we hold that Dr Engledue has not de-
monstrated his theory of Materialism, we do not assert the converse of
that theory, namely, that an immaterial essence actually does originate
thought and feeling. On the contrary, we repeat, with submission be-
coming our ignorance, that we know nothing in the matter.

“ Fourthly—As we think it probable that the mystery of the mind’s
essence has not been placed within the reach of human discovery or cog-
nizance, it is satisfactory to us to be convinced, as we are, that that know-
ledge is not essential to Phrenology ; and that Dr Engledue has assumed
and predicated that essentiality without shewing it. Phrenology has not
been obstructed by our ignorance of the essence of mind, that science hav-
ing to do with the conditions only, not the essence of mind ; so that phre-
nological truths and their applications would have been, and will be, the
same, whether the brain be the mind, or only its material instrument.
The discovery of either to be truth would do Phrenology, in so far as it
is the connection between development and manifestation, no good; much
less the doctrine without the discovery. But, on the other hand, the doc-
trine, as avowed by Dr Engledue, cannot do Phrenology any possible
harm, with any one who understands both subjects.

“ Fifthly—We hold that the doctrine is equally harmless to religion.
‘We agree with Milton and Locke, and with Paley, Belsham, Lowth, Wat-
son, and other divines, that the question is entirely unconnected with that
of man’s immortality. On this head, none should be more at ease than
those who hold that it is the special revelation of Christianity alone which
¢ brings to light’ the immortality of man, while his essential nature here
is left a mystery.* That destiny would not be in the least affected by the
fact, were it so, that his nature here is entirely material. The religious
question, by dismissing a bugbear, actually gains by the conviction that
Materialism itself is not an irreligious doctrine, We, therefore, do not
participate in an inconsiderate alarm on account of it; and we regret the
resignation of some phrenologists, who, nevertheless, take the same view
of the question with ourselves, as affording a sanction to that alarm which
they do not intend, and to which it is by no means entitled.

“ Sixthly.~Notwithstanding these our views of the doctrine of Materi-
alism, aware that, with a vast majority of the public (very few, even of
educated men, having thought on the subject), it does excite an alarm
highly prejudicial to the general reception of Phrenology; and of opinion
that, besides not being called for, its public discussion in the Association
was the least likely way to remove prejudices against it, especially when
it was announced in a seemingly authoritative manner, and appeared to
commit the Association by being contained in the Introductory Address,
we regret the course followed by Dr Engledue; and such of us as voted
thanks to him for his Address excepted from our vote his avowal of Mate-

* ¢« Bishop Watson’s words are : ¢ Believing, as I do, in the truth of the Chris-
tian religion, which teaches that men are accountable for their actions, I trouble
not myself with dark disquisitions concerning necessity and liberty, matter and
spirit. Hoping, as I do, for eternal life through Jesus Christ, I am not disturbed
at my inability clearly to convince myself that the soul is or is not a substance
distinct from the body.’—Anecdotes df the Life of Bishop Watson, 4to edit.
(1817), page 15.”
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rialism in that Address. Of course, we do not join in the outery agamsc
Dr Engledue for his abstract belief in the material theory, if to his mind
it appears to be truth; of which to our minds there is no evidence.

“ Finally. —Alt.hongh we consider that the advocation of the doctrine of
Matenahsm in the Asgociation, especially in the Introductory Address, and
of the opinion, that that doctrine is the only sound basis of Phrenology, re-
quires a distinct disavowal by us, we do not view the unauthorized, unex-
pected, and withal solitary, occurrence of that advocation, as amounting
to a reason for our abandoning the Association ; we have therefore pre-
ferred the course of remaining, and, as members, endeavouring to vindi-
cate both the Association and Phrenology.

““ We request that this declaration, with our signatures, shall be record-
ed in the books of the Association, and published in the Phrenological

Journal.

(Signed) “J. B. ANDERSON,

P. R. ARROWSMITH.
‘WiLLiam Barry.
RicHARD BEAMISH.
CHARLES Bray,

J. S. BUCKINGHAM.
R. CARDWELL,

RicHABD CARMICHAEL.

RoBERT CRAWFORD,
RicH. S. CuNLIFF.

J. DENNISON,

JouN DoNkKIN.

J. DURIEUX.

SamueL Eabpon, ML.A,
JaMESs FAIRHEAD.
ALEXANDER FALKNER.
J. GLENDINING.
JoHN GRATTAN.

T. GREENING.
‘WiLLiaM GREGORY.
JorN G. GuLLAN.
‘Wwu. HaNcoCK, jun,
‘WM. Harpy,

S. HaRE.

A. P. HERRMANN,

R. W. HEURTLEY.
Avrex. Hoop.

A. G. HuNTER.

Eb. JacksoN.

‘WM. JACKSON.
Davip JamisoN, M.D.
RoBERT JAMISON.
TroMAS JENNINGS.

J. KeNNEDY, M.D.
Aw. LEIGHTON.

W. R. Lowe.

Jno. P. LyNILL.
JAMES M‘CLELLAND.
F.A Mackenzie (Bart.).
M. MaRsHALL.
CHARLES MEYMOTT.
GEORGE MILLER.

‘W. MILLER.

RosT. R. R. MoORE.
JoHN MoRRISON.

F. G, P. NE1son.
JouN PATERSON, Surgeon.
HEenrY D. RicHARDS,
HeNrY RoBERTSON.
James RoBERTSON.
TraoMas G. RYLANDS,
M. B. Sampson.
JAMES SIMPSON.
JAMES SMITH.
EDWARD STALLARD.
‘WILLIAM STEWART.
JAMES STRATON.

W, Tar1r.

‘Wu. THOMSON.
ARTHUR TREVELYAN.
W. C. TREVELYAN.
WiLr. WEIR, M.D.
W. WHITEAR.
‘WALTER WILSON.
NEvILLE Woob.

H. G. WRI1GHT.”

LETTER FROM MR SimpsoN To THE EDITOR.

Sm,—As I am alluded to in Sir George Mackenzie's letter, in your
previous Number (page 346), as grateful to Dr Engledue for his address at
the last meeting of the Phrenological Association, I beg to call your at-
tention to the qualified thanks which I moved on that occasion (page 314).
It is satisfactory to me to know, that that qualification was not known to
Sir George at the time he wrote. Iam, &c. JAMES SIMPSON,

NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, EDINBURGH,
19tk December 1842,
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Phrenological Association.— T'reasurer’s Account.~—The amended Audi-
tors” Report has{the following items in their respective places :—

Dr. Cr.
Amount formerly published, L.60 10 3 Amount formerly published, L51 7 6
P 8, « - + + + « « « 0 1 8 Onemember’s subscription, . 0J0 0
Lossonlight gold, . . , . 016 8% Four visitors’ tickets, ..100
Cashinhand, . .7. . . . 1,8Y11; Voluntary subscriptions from
twenty members of the

committee, of 10s. each, .10 0 0
L6217 6 L6217 6

11tk Oct. 1842.—We, the auditors, have examined the abovesaccount

with the vouchers, and find it to be correct.
(Signed,) GEORGE LaNCE.
WiLLM. Woob.

Germany.—The following is a translation of proposals just issued, for
the establishment of a Phrenological Journal in Germany :—

“ Germany can no longer suffer a science to remain neglected, which
has made such extensive progress in other countries. It must take
part in the exertions of the rest of the civilised world, and not fall behind
in the general endeavour to promote the noblest and most influential of
studies,—the true knowledge of the human mind.

¢« Hitherto all phrenological works of importance have been written in
foreign languages, and only a few, from time to time, have been trans-
lated; and yet it is especially incumbent on Germany to labour assiduously
for the cultivation and diffusion of a science which was first called into
being by a German. Penetrated by this feeling, and in the conviction
that the time has now arrived, to prepare a common organ and a common
centre, for the co-operation of those individuals who, in various parts of
Germany, have begun to shew an interest in the cause,—the undersigned
have united for the purpose of establishing a periodical, the aim of which
is to be the cultivation and the diffusion of a knowledge of that science of
mind which rests on the sure foundations of experience and observation of
nature.

“For this purpose it is proposed,—

«1st, To discuss, historically and philosophically, in a series of articles,
the principles on which Phrenology is based, and to point out its physio-
logical and psychological relations: Also, to communicate to our country-
men information concerning what has been already accomplished in this
respect, in other countries, namely, in England, Scotland, France, Italy,
Belgium, Denmark, Sweden, and the United States of North America.

“ 24, To shew the application of mental science—l1st, To practical
education; 2d, To the relations of social life ; 3d, To medicine; 4th, To
legislation, and the administration of justice; 5th, To politics; 6tk, To
ethics,

¢3d, Tonoticeand comment on works which have either directly or in-
directly relation to mental science, and to try their merits by the standard
of Phrenology. And, lastly,

“4th, To communicate the progress of Phrenology in Germany and other
countries, in the form of short remarks and notices at the conclusion of
each number. )

“ We intend to publish, at first, four numbers a-year, consisting of from
five to six sheets, namely, in March, June, September, and December,
which will afterwards form one volume.

“ The importance and extent of the subject to which the Journal is to
be devoted, demand great and proportionate powers of co-operation, if the

VOL. XVI. N. §. NO. XXI. G-
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work is to be conducted in a manner worthy of Germany; and we there-
fore entertain the hope, that our invitation will be responded to by those
friends to whom we have addressed it ; that they will arm themselves with
us for the interests of science, enrol their names with those who have
already given us the assurance of contributing to our undertaking, and
thus afford us active and energetic support.

‘“ GUSTAV VON STRUVE,

¢ Advocate in the Supreme Court of the Duchy of Baden.
“ Epwarp HIRsCHFELD,
" M.D., Bremen.”

We rejoice to see that Phrenology is thus at length truly reviving in
Germawy. Mr Von Struve and Dr Hirschfeld are personally known to us
as men of talent and extensive knowledge; and we trust, not only that the
proposed journal, conducted by editors so well qualified, will be extensively
circulated there, but that many phrenologists in France and Britain, as
well as Germany, will respond to the invitation of the editors, and con-
tribute matter to the work. Contributions in English or French will be
translated by the editors. We are delighted to learn that Professors
Mittermaier, Chelius, and Zachariee of Heidelberg (the first two already
introduced to our readers, and the last a distinguished professor of law),
have promised their assistance as collaborateurs ; and that a bookseller has
undertaken to print the journal at his own expense, and to provide for
the other charges attending its publication.

Among other indications of the revival of Phrenology in its native
country, the following incident may be mentioned. In October last, when
Mr Combe was strolling through Leipzig, admiring the wonders of the
Fair, he chanced to observe, in a bookseller’s shop, a marked bust with a
ticket bearing the inscription, ¢ Phrenologische Biiste nach Combe,”
¢« Phrenological Bust accordipg to Combe.” A glance sufficed to shew
him that the delineations of the organs were erroneous. Mr C. entered
and asked to see the bust, and pointed out its errors to Mr Johann Am-
brosius Barth, the keeper of the shop, which is in Grimmaische Strasse,
No. 21. Mr C. told him that he was ¢ Combe,” at which Mr Barth was
somewhat surprised ; he added, that the bust was erroneously marked, and
at variance with the plates in his work, ¢ Das System der Phrenologie,”
and therefore calculated to perplex and mislead those who studied it.
Mr Barth replied, that he sold the bust only on commission ; and that it had
been made by an artist residing near Annaberg in Sichsischen Erzge-
birge (upwards of 100 English miles from Leipzig), who had been so
anxious to construct it correctly, that he had submitted it to the inspec-
tion of Dr Carus in Dresden, who had assured him that it was correctly
marked ¢ nach Combe.,” Mr C. told him, that Dr Carus was one of the
greatest opponents of Dr Gall’s Phrenology, which he, Mr Combe, fol-
lowed ; and had come forth as a discoverer of & new cranioscopy of his
own, and on this account was not the best authority in regard to Combe’s
bust. Mr Barth again expressed his surprise. Mr C. asked him whether
he would sell a correct bust, if one were sent him from Scotland ; which he
promptly agreed to do. Mr C. carried off the ticket bearing his name,
and, on his return to Edinburgh, forwarded one of O’Neill’s marked busts
to Leipzig.

A Thievish Servant.—The following appeared about five months ago
in the Gazette des Tribunauz.—On one of the first days of last week, Dr. L.
an enthusiastic phrenologist, went to the commissary of police of his quar-
ter of Paris, and made the following declaration: “I come, sir, to
communicate to you suspicions I entertain with regard to the honesty of
the femme-de-chambre of my wife, who has, I am convinced, been guilty

Ml
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of thefts, and I wish you to make the necessary inquiries.” The magis-
trate asked the doctor to specify the circumstances which led to this con-
viction. “ I have much stronger grounds than any such,” replied the
doctor; ¢ for you must be aware that every day undeniable proofs occur
to maintain Phrenology among the very first of the positive and real
sciences, and I have devoted myself so entirely to its study, that upon the
mere inspection of a cranium, I am able, without the possibility of being
deceived, to indicate the vices, the virtues, the passions, and intellectual
powers of the person to whom it belongs. Yesterday I caught our damsel
dressing her hair at the toilet of her mistress ; this was impertinent enough,
but my dissatisfaction was increased into serious alarm, when, under her
tresses, I saw the boss of robbery most prominently developed.” The com-
missary of police told the worthy phrenologist that, whatever reliance he
might place in his acumen and science, he could not, as a magistrate, take
any measures against the young woman without a more specific charge,
Dr L, retired by no means satisfied with the result of his visit. In three
days more, however, he returned to the commissary, with a countenance
elated with pride. He stated that, confident in the opinion he had formed
of his servant, he prevailed upon his wife that very day upon his return
home to give her maid warning ; but, without waiting for the expiration
of the week, the girl had taken herself off, carrying with her jewels
and other valuable articles, worth at least 1200f., besides a handsome
purse, containing twenty-seven Napoleons, This, however, was not the
only triumph the doctor gained from the attentive examination he had
frequently made of the forehead and countenance of the young femme-de-
chambre. He discovered the most unequivocal signs of the love of family,
and therefore had not the slightest doubt that she had sought an asylum
with her mother, her sisters, or some other branch of her family. Upon
this last prognostic the magistrate had no objection to act, and sent officers
to the mother’s abode to make the necessary searches and inquiries. Here,
in fact, were found not only the thief of mighty boss, but every article
stolen still intact. Thus the doctor had the triple satisfaction of establish-
ing the extent of his own science in two irrefragable instances, and at the
same time saving his wife from a very considerable loss. It is left for the
girl, who is committed for trial, to appeal to her cranioscopic conformation
as indicative of an unconquerable propensity implanted by Nature, and
therefore as an extenuating circumstance. [This account, though jocu-
larly given, probably has some truth at bottom.] .

Perfectibility of Man.—Inyourlast Number Mr Arthur Trevelyan stateshis
belief, ¢ that human beings will become perfect.” Is this an accurate ex-
pression? Can we anticipate the advent of a time, when man shall need
no farther improvement ? for such is the idea implied by the word “ per-
fect.” As one of those who expect that a period shall arrive when civili-
zation will be a reality, not a mere verbal fiction, I certainly do not anti-
cipate the arrival of a time when the organs shall not be susceptible to
abuse; and so long as the faculties of man can be abused, so long must he
remain imperfect. 'We have no authority for believing that this liability
to organic abuse shall eventually cease ; and hence for the perfectibility
of man we have no authority. E. J. HYTCHE.

Trick on Dr Gall—We are ignorant how far the following anecdote
is correct : it appeared in the New York Sun, 2d January 1834. “A
Paris paper mentions that some surgical students, being desirous of laying
a snare for the celebrated Gall (who was then delivering a course of sur-
gical lectures in that city), contrived to purchase from the executioner of
Versailles the head of a remarkable malefactor, and to place it among the
human skulls deposited before the lecturer to afford illustrations of his
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discourse, after which they took their places among the audience to enjoy
the blunders about to be committed by the unfortunate craniologist. ¢ What
have we here? cried Gall, the moment he cast his eyes upon the skull.
¢ How came this fearfully'organized head into my possession ! Never
did I behold so frightful a development of human passion! The owner
of this head must have been under the domination of the most dreadful
propensities, and with a singular tendency to their concealment.’ The
skull was, in fact, that of Leger, guillotined a few years since on convic-
tion of having decoyed a young girl into a remote cave in the forest of
Versailles, where, after a series of outrages, he murdered her, cooked a
portion of her remains, and actually fed upon them :—a greater criminal
probably never fell into the hands of justice! The discomfiture of the
hoaxers may readily be conceived.”

As an illustration of the extent of the field over which an interest in
Phrenology is now felt, we may mention, that the Delhi Gazette of 20th
August 1842, contains a pretty long notice of the proceedings of last ses-
sion of the Phrenological Association,

The fifth edition of Mr Combe’s System of Phrenoiogy is in the press, and
will probably be ready for publication on 1st April.

Books received.——Medico-Chirurgical Review, October 1842.—British
and Foreign Medical Review, October 1842.—The Medical Times, weekly.
—Three Tracts by « Cosmopolite,” entitled ¢ The Soldier’s Trade,” “ The
Aristocrat’s Idea of Honour,” and “ Moral Force Address,” &c.—Observa-
tions on the Expediency of abolishing Mechanical Restraint in the Treat-
ment of the Insane in Lunatic Asylums, By John Crawford, M.D., late
House Surgeon to the Glasgow Royal Lunatic Asylum, &c., &c. Glasgow :
D. Robertson. 8vo., pp. 36.—Neurology : An Account of some Experi-
ments on Cerebral Physiology, by Dr Buchanan of Louisvillee. Commu-
nicated to an American newspaper at Dr Buchanan’s request. By Robert
Dale Owen. London: J. Watson. 12mo. pp. 16.

Newspapers received.—The Yorkshireman, Sept. 3, Nov. 3.—Shrewsbury
News, Sept. 17.—Tyne Pilot, Oct. 7, 14.—Dumfriesshire Herald, Oct. 6,
Nov. 17.—Scarborough Herald, Oct. 13.—Staffordshire Examiner, Nov. 5.—
Somerset County Gazette, Nov. 12.—Sherborne Journal, Nov. 17.—Shef-
field Iris, Oct. 18, Nov. 26, Dec. 10.—New Moral World, Nov. 12, 26 ; Dec.
10, 17.—Nottingham Review, Nov. 11.—Sheffield Independent, Dec. 10.—
Manchester Guardian, Dec. 14.—Wolverhampton Chronicle, Dec. 14.

To Correspondents.—Papers by Messrs Beamish, Leighton, and Donovan,
with sundry short communications and extracts intended for this Number,
are unavoidably deferred. We are obliged to postpone also notices of se-
veral publications, including the medical journals of the last six months.
—The metrical paraphrase by R. S, of a passage in the Veds is clever, but
hardly suitable to our pages.

Communications for the Editor %)repa.id) may be addressed to Mr Robert
Cox, 25 Rutland Street, Edinburgh. Books or parcels, too heavy for the
post, may be left (free of expense) with the London publishers, Messrs
Simpkin, Marshall, & Co., Stationers’ Hall Court.—Articles intended for
the next following Number must always be with the Editor six weeks
before the day of publication. Communications for the section of “ IN-
TELLIGENCE,” and also advertisements, should be in hand at least a fort-
night before the same day. Charges for advertising:—eight lines, 6s.;
twelve lines, 7s. 6d.; every additional line, 6d.; half a page, 14s.; a whole
pageti 25s. Advertisements may be sent to the publishers in Edinburgh or
London.

EDINBURGH, 13t January 1842.
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I. MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS.

I. On Rights and Government. By E. P. HurLsut, Esq., .
New York.

Since the period of the Revolution, scarcely an attempt of
any importance has been made by any of our citizens to shew
the origin, and to define the extent, of human rights. The
declaration.of 1776 contained several broad assertions upon
this subject, favouring human equality, and the sanctity of
natural rights; but did not attempt much more than to assert
the sacred inviolability of human ife, liberty, and happiness.

A celebrated political writer of that period discussed at
some length the rights of man in opposition to the principles
of the British Constitution; but. he rather combated error
than asserted truth; and while he. demolished, by his argu-
ments, the structure of European governments, his Essay fell
short of establishing the rights which he defended upon the
sure foundation of natural truth. He was not armed with the
true philosophy of mind.

While the Constitution of the United States was under-

ing discussion prior to its adoption, the Essays of ¢ The

‘ederalist” were presented to the American people by three

of the most eminent men of that day;—and this masterly
work contains the only true and complete defence and expo-
sition of the principles of republicanism which has ever fallen
from an American pen.

But these Essays, excellent as they are universally consider-
ed to be, fall short of affording a complete political philoso-
phy : since, supposing them to be well grounded upon natural
truth, they discuss only the powers of the General Govern-
ment, which are limited, and omit altogether the subject of
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State legislation, which immediately affects and controls the
most important rights of the citizen.

During the half century now past, what discoveries have we
made in the principles of legislation? What have we done
toward the establishment of wise and just laws, and in the
maintenance of their stability? Do we not pass laws and re-
peal them ?>—and condemn to-day what we sanctioned yester-
day? Is the American legislator grounded upon any philo-
sophy of mind? Does he know the certain nature of the
beings whom he binds by the Jaws? And are those laws in
harmony with the law of their nature ?

These are questions of grave importance to this people, and
concern both individual happiness and our national existence.
For it is the destiny of every government which outrages hu-
manity, to fall; and the truly great and noble are the first to
transgress unjust laws—faithful as they ever are to their
higher allegiance and better destiny.

The duty of the legislator is simply to conform to natural
truth. He is the mere * minister and expositor of nature.”
If Infinite Goodness has ordained the employment of the hu-
man faculties for the attainment of happiness, and invited
their activity by surrounding them with the means of employ-
ment and gratification, human wisdom has but one work to
perform, and that is, o reduce the means of happiness to pos-
session according to the natural design. Man, then, must know
himself, and bis true relation to his fellow-men and to exter-
nal nature. All truth becomes natural truth—all rights, na-
tural rights—and all wrongs, natural wrongs. Our business
is to perceive, not to create. Man makes not good nor evil.
He cannot confer rights, nor create wrongs. He can only
sanction and forbid in consonance with the natural laws.

“ Those rights,” says Sir William Blackstone, * which God
and nature have established, and are therefore called natural
rights, such as are life and liberty, need not the aid of human
-laws to be more effectually invested in every man than they
are; neither do they receive any additional strength when de-
clared by the municipal laws to be inviolable. On the con-
trary, no human legislature has power to abridge or destroy
them, unless the owner shall commit some act that amounts
to a forfeiture.

“ The case is the same as to crimes and misdemeanours
that are forbidden by the superior laws, and therefore styled
mala in se, such as murder, theft, and perjury, which contract
no additional turpitude from being declared unlawful by the
inferior legislature; for that legislature in all these cases acts
only in subordination to the Great Lawgiver, transcribing
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‘and publishing his precepts. So that, upon the whole, the
declaratory part of the municipal law has no force or opera-
tion at all with regard to actions that are naturally or intrin-
sically right or wrong.

“ But with regard to things in themselves indifferent, the case
is entirely altered. These become either right or wrong, just or
unjust, duties or misdemeanours, according as the municipal
legislature sees proper for promoting the welfare of society
and more effectually carrying on the purposes of civil life.
Thus our common law has declared that the goods of the wife
do instantly, upon marriage, become the property and right of
the husband, and our statute Jaw has declared all monopolies
a public offence ; yet that right and this offence kave no foun-
dation in nature, but are merely created by law for the purpose
of civil society.”’

The former part of this extract regarding natural rights is
entirely sound, and expresses with great clearness the view
which we wish to present—namely, that the law is merely
declaratory as to all natural rights. It does not create, but
enforces them ; the right depending not upon the law, but the
law rather upon the right itself.

The error in this quotation which we wish to combat is,
the supposition that the law has anything whatever to do with
things “ which are in themselves indifferent.” ¢ These,”
says the learned commentator, ¢ become right or wrong, just
or unjust, duties or misdemeanours,” as the legislature sees fit
to declare them.

This is placing man’s destiny in the hands of his fellow-
men, rather than in the hand of his Creator. Here is spread
wide the grand entrance-door of tyranny. What may not the
legislature see fit to declare to be right or wrong, duty or mis-
demeanour!

If the law forbid that which nature allows, it restrains hu-
man liberty. If it enjoin a duty which nature does not im-
pose, it inflicts an act of tyranny upon man. If it confer a
right which nature has not ordained, it robs some one or many
of that which it confers, and works injustice among men.
The instance quoted by the writer, where the law gives the
goods of the wife instantly upon the marriage to the husband,
is a most apt illustration of this species of injustice. Here
the law creates a right arbitrarily, and without a shadow of
foundation in nature. But this right conferred upon the hus-
band implies a right taken from the wife ; and hence an actual
wrong to her, which the law ought not to inflict.

What we design to contend for is, that the laws shall be
merely declaratory of natural rights and natural wrongs, and
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that whatever is indifferent to the laws of nature shall be
left unnoticed by human legislation ; that all rights and duties
are natural; and that legal tyranny arises wherever there is
a depa.rture from this simple principle.

How, then, can we avoid this tyranny ? What need we to
know in order to arrive at justice and safety, in the work of
human legislation? We answer, that we must know man’s
mental constitution and its relation and adaptation to the ex-
ternal world.

Nature outraged appeals from human to the divine laws.
‘We have but to know ourselves and our natural relations, and
we may be redressed at once.

But can we know the true nature of man? Are the natural
man and the man of society one and the same being? Has
not education changed his character, and luxury disordered
his mind? Have the civilized and the savage man one com-
mon nature, which can be ascertained, and upon which we can
base a speculation as to human rights? We answer, that the
state of civilization is the.true natural condition of the human
race. It is in this state only that the true nature of man can
be fully exhibited. He is endowed with faculties which in-
evitably tend to high civilization and improvement. A
faculty improved is still the same faculty. A sentiment en-
lightened does. not lose its original character. But if we need
to see man in a primitive state. in order to detect his natural
characteristics, the means are always at hand—for every hu-
man being begins life a savage. In the nursery of human
infancy are betrayed the true natural desires, emotions, and
faculties of all human beings. We need not go back to the
traditions of the early ages of the world, for the cradle presents
us with the early age of every man—of savage man in the
bosom of civilized life.

Tyranny has no excuse. It cannot any longer affect un-
certainty and doubt as to the true and certain mental charac:
teristics of mankind.

Man is at length demonstrated The universal man stands
forth to modern view with his mental forces well defined and
well known. Modern discovery has given to each native de-
sire, to each emotion and faculty of the human mind, * a local
habitation and a name,” and presented to the’ phllanthroplst
and statesman the means of defining human rights, and of con-
forming human legislation to the eternal standard of truth and
nature. We allude to the discoveries of the great Gall, and
to that system of intellectual and moral philosophy which has
thence resulted, and which one of the greatest of his disciples
has justly denominated © the last and best of human sciences.”’
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"~ Dr Gall and his disciples have demonstrated, by observa-
tion' upon a world of facts; that the brain is the medium
through which all human passion, sentiment, and intellect, are
manifested,—that the force and degree of these manifestations
depend (other things being equal) upon the size of that organ,
—that the size of the brain, or any particular portion of it,
can in general be accurately determined, during life, from an
outward examination of the human skull,—that the brain is
composed of a congeries of organs, Laving each its peculiar
function, namely, the manifestation of a peculiar faculty, sen-
timent, or passion, and having that office alone. Assuming,
therefore, that they have, after more than forty years of pa-
tient labour and investigation, discovered the peculiar function
of each portion of the brain, they declara that they bave de-
monstrated, by physiological facts, the true natural faculties
and dispositions of the human mind.

. These conclusions are not derived from an examination of
any peculiar people. All human kind have passed under their
observation—from the rude Tartar to the most enlightened
European—the children of the sun, and the inhabitants of
earth’s frozen regions—the educated and the ignorant—all
colours, all classes and conditions of men—the ancients, from
their decayed sepulchres, and the moderns in the midst of life
—both sexes, and all ages, have passed under their most rigid
examination ; and the same natural faculties and dispositions
have been found in all.

These conclusions, therefore, embrace all human kind.
Produce a man, and to them you exhibit a being endowed
with the sum of those faculties and dispositions which they.
have demonstrated as pertaining to humanity. The idea of
Man, to them, is but the embodying of certain known and
well-defined powers, sentiments, and passions, in a livifig
being. They know his desires, emotions, and faculties—what
he wants, what he wills, and what he suffers. No distance
renders his case uncertain. Colour clouds not their obser-
vation, nor does time outlaw his claims. He is a- Man—zka¢
suffices to define his certain nature, and his ultimate destiny.
Climate, country, distance, government, the distinctions of so-
ciety, can neither change his nature, nor annihilate his rights.
The king, the subject, the master, and the slave—each is a
man ; no more nor less than a man; and in the eye of this
philosophy, each is bound to acknowledge the other to be a
man, with all the rights pertaining to humanity.

This science does not deny that a very great disparity ex-
ists among men in regard to their mental constitutions. On
the contrary, it asserts that there are vast individual and na-
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tional differences in respect to both intellectual and moral
endowments, and that this difference is mainly dependent
upon their physical organization. But each man possesses,
nevertheless, the faculties and sentiments peculiar to human-
ity, although as to each of his natural powers, one man may
differ from another, either in the strength, activity, or peculiar
combination of his faculties. What the phrenologist asserts is,
that no sane man has a faculty which another has not. He
admits a difference in degree, although none in kind.

We beg, therefore, to be allowed the advantage of certain
great and fundamental truths derived from Phrenology, which
we esteem as well established as any truths in natural
science. '

First, That mankind have one common nature, which is
now ascertained and well defined.

Second, That this common nature is composed of certain
well-known intellectual faculties, moral emotions, and desires
or passions, which are innate, and spring from the very ex-
istence of a human being.

Of these inhate powers, we need not enumerate more than
a part, and such only as may be found essential to the discus-
sion of the topic stated in the title to the present article:—
the desire of life,—the desire of food,—the desire of safety,—
the desire of exclusive property and possession,—the innate
love of the opposite sex,—the faculty to speak and communi-
cate ideas,—the sentiment of reverence and awe,—the dispo-
sition to have faith, to wonder,—a love of the beautiful and
perfect,—a love of praise and commendation,—a desire to see
others happy,—a love of justice, or sense of right,—a feeling
of self-esteem, or pride.

Now these, and all the other natural faculties of man, are
adapted to harmonize with external nature—so that each fa-
culty finds in the world an object upon which to rest for its
appropriate exercise and gratification. It would, therefore,
seem to be the natural design that every power of the mind
should be exercised. Wherever nature has ordained desire,
she has spread before it the means of gratification. From
this we infer the right to its indulgence—and hence also the
rights of man.

Man has a right to the gratification, indulgence, and exer-
cise of every innate power and faculty of his mind. The
exercise of a faculty is its only use. The manner of its ex-
ercise is one thing : zkat involves a question of morals. The
right to its exercise is another thing, in which no question is
involved but the existence of the innate faculty, and the ob-
jects presented by nature for its gratification.
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To our own mind this derivation of rights seems so clearly
just, that we would not attempt its further illustration—but
that we meet in the works of the most celebrated writers with
so much controversy upon this subject.

¢ Natural law, natural rights,” says Mr Bentham, in his
Theory of Legislation (p. 104), ** are two kinds of fictions or
metaphors, which play so great a part in books of legislation,
that they deserve to be examined by themselves.”

“ The word rights (p. 107), the same as the word law, has
two senses—the one a proper, and the other a metaphorical
sense. Rights, properly so called, are the creatures of the
law properly so called; real laws give birth to real rights.
Natural rights are the creatures of natural law; they are a
metaphor which derives its origin from another metaphor.
.o There is no reasoning with fanatics armed with na-
tural rights, &c.”

Speaking of the right of property, he says (p, 137), ¢ There
is no such thing as natural property—and that it is entirely
the work of the law. Property is nothing but a basis of ex-
pectation,” &e.

Mr Bentham’s editor, Dumont, explains in a few words
(p. 113) the grounds of his author’s errors :

¢ The first ray of light,” says he, “ which struck the mind
of Bentham, in the study of the law, was the perception that
natural rights, the original fact, the moral sense, the notion of
Just and unjust, which are used to explain every thing, were
at bottom nothing but those inrate ideas, of which Locke has
so clearly shewn the falsity. He saw that authors were going
round in a vicious circle. Familiar with the method of Bacon
and Newton, he resolved to transfer it to the subject of legis-
lation ; he resolved to make jurisprudence an experimental
science. He avoided all dogmatic words; he rejected every
thing that did not express a sensation of pain or pleasure ; he
refused to admit, for example, that property was an inherent
right, or a natural right, because these terms explainied nothing
and proved nothing. When he proposes a law, he does not
pretend to find a corresponding law in the code of nature;
and by a commen piece of legerdemain to present as a thing
made already, the very thing he wishes to make.” Here is a
giant groping in darkness.

All this error was the offspring of no ordinary mind. A
great, a very great mind wandered thus far from natural truth,
for the want of a true mental philosophy. This doctrine leaves
no foundation whatever for human rights, but the mere will
of the despot or the confused speculations of the metaphysi-
cian. According to this view, human laws create and confer
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the rights of humanity, and one man in one country may have
rights to which another is a total stranger. And even if the
laws confer no rights whatever, there is no harm done, for man
is nothing before the law comes to create him ; and it may
breathe into his nostrils precisely such sort of life as the law-
makers please. His duty is to be thankful to the law for even
the very smallest favours.

We wish now to present the opposite view of th1s subJect :

Life is the gift of a beneficent Creator ; but, once bestowed,
it becomes a right as against all but the Donor. He who con-
ferred can alone rightfully take away. But this gift was for
a beneficent purpose ; it would not be a blessing, but a burden,
unless it was designed for happiness ; and we may assume, then,
that life is bestowed to.the end that the being created may be
happy. Man has a right to claim that the criterion of the
Giver of life shall be fulfilled. He has a rlght therefore,
happiness.

- The fundamental rights of man are these :
1. The Right to Existence, and
2. The Right to Happiness.

The Creator may bestow or withhold the former at his plea-
sure ; but it is inconsistent with his benevolence to bestow the
former without the latter.

The fact of existence is one evidence of the right to exist.
But man has further evidence from the hand of nature of his
right to life ; since he is endowed with instincts devoted to
its preservation. The gift, so to speak, came in a case for its
protection. .

1. He has the instinctive love of life, which prompts the_
desire to continue existence.

2. He has an instinctive love of food, whose promptmgs
support life. .

3. He has an instinctive dread of danger to life, which im-

pels him to shrink from all harm.
- 4. He is instinctively watchful to anticipate and avert evil
to his existence. ‘
- 5. He has an innate dlsposmon to combat, oppose, and de-
stroy whatever and whosoever threatens danger or injury to,
him.

Now, because these are the natural endowments of the man,Q
they prove as plainly as natural revelation can, that the inten-
tion of the Giver of life is, that man shall en_]oy life. :

The gift and the accompanying 1mpulses for its preservation
establish the right of existence.

But the right of happiness may requu-e further 1llustratlon
This is to be inferred, . ) o
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1. From the attributes of the Deity ; and

2. From the organization of man and the works of creation.

Wheresoever the Creator is manifested in his works, we be-
hold evidence of infinite beneficence. He has provided for the
necessities of all his creatures. Every want is a source of plea-
sure, because its means of gratification are abundant. . To
create a being with wants which could not be gratified, would
have argued the absence of benevolénce; but to create a being
whose very wants should be a source of happiness, through
their abundant gratification, is evidence of a most ingenious
goodness. To surround a being with difficulties without the
means or intelligence to overcome them, would have been evil ;
but to ordain difficulties as the means of exercising the facul-
ties of a created being, and of bringing him to a higher state
of perfection, is a blessing emanating from divine wisdom and
goodness. To endow man with sensibilities for the purpose of
enduring pain, would be evil ; but to ordain those sensibilities
for the enjoymént of pleasure, as the antagonist of pain, is

ood. :

8 There is no general law of nature which opposes the hap-
piness of man ; on the contrary, his constitution is in complete
barmony with the laws of matter; and these may be rendered
subservient to his advancement and happiness.

Life, then, is bestowed by the Giver of all good for the pur-
pose of happiness. If so, to live and be happy is our right.

But having a right to happiness, man has a right to employ
the means for its accomplishment. These means will vary
according to the constitution of his nature ; for there must be
an appropriate adaptation of the means to the end to be ob-
tained. The right to be happy would be vain without the
means of becoming so. The Creator, therefore, has endowed
man with certain innate desires, emotions, and faculties, the
gratification and exercise of which are the means of his happi-
ness. Here is the consummation of man’s rights—the right
to gratify his natural desires; to supply his natural wants;
to exercise his natural faculties, as the means of attaining hap-

iness. .

p ‘Man’s rights, then, are the incidents of his very nature ;
and if we would define his rights, we must know his mental
constitution. ' ' :

If nature has implanted in all men one uniform desire for
any particular gratification, it becomes not man to deny that
in some form indulgence is lawful. A strong natural desire,
denied its appropriate indulgence, is a source of constant
miséry. Why the:universal desire, unless it be lawful ? Na-
ture ‘mdde it lawful by allowing its universality. We
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speak not now of disordered appetite, but of healthy, natural
desire, directed and restrained by the intellectual and superior
sentiments.

« Every species of creature” (says Bishop Batler, in his
“ Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed, to the Consti-
tution and Course of Nature”), ‘ is, we see, designed for a
particular way of life, to which the nature, the capacities and
qualifications of each species, are as necessary as their exter-
nal circumstances. Both come into the notion of such state,
or particular way of life, and are constituent parts of it.

¢ Our nature corresponds to our external condition. With-
out this correspondence, there would be no possibility of any
such thing as human life and human happiness; which life
and happiness are therefore the result from our nature and
condition jointly ; meaning by human life, not living in the
literal sense, but the whole complex notion commonly under-
stood by those words.”

As well may a man’s right to exist be denied, as his right
to “ move and have his being” in the manner pointed.out by
the laws of his organization. If it is obvious from his physi-
cal structure that he was destined .to walk erect, who may
deny his right to do so ? If it is equally clear, from his men-
tal organization, that he has numerous natural wants and de-
sires which demand gratification, and that his Creator has
spread around him the means of indulgence, who can deny
him this means of happiness ? Not man surely.

Let no one fear that dangerous conclusions may be drawn
from these premises. There is a wide difference between the
rational gratification of human desires, and the abusive indul-
gence of them. There is the same difference as between eat-
ing and gluttony—between drinking and drunkenness—be-
tween mirthfulness and satire—between justice and ven-
geance. We are not contending for the abuse, but for the
enlightened gratification, of man’s natural desires ; not justi-
fying violence to the laws of the Creator, but struggling for
conformity to them. We are seeking to establish the divine
origin of human rights, and not the divine origin of human
transgressions. Here will be found no apology for vice, but
a vindication of virtue.

We are reasoning from the constitution of man as he comes
from the hand of his Creator, and not from his transformations
under his abuses of his nature. We never understood the in-

iry in the Jewish scriptures, ¢ Is there evil in the city, and
the Lord hath not done it #* In the constitution of the human
mind there can be no evil. In the abuses of that mind there
may be much—but “ the Lord hath not done it.” Man may
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pervert his entire organization to the purposes of evil. Hands
that were made to till the earth may be imbrued in a brother’s
blood. The human mind—that noblest emanation from the
Divinity of Nature—may be exerted in the cause of crime
and bloody ambition, instead of the study of nature and the
advancement of truth and excellence among men. Wit may
be perverted to biting sarcasm, and noble pride to imperious
and repulsive arrogance. Faculties given to learn the right
may be perverted to prove the wrong—and the noblest powers
of the mind may be prostituted to the most degrading and
mischievous pursuits; but all this, and much more, proves
nothing against the excellent nature of man, nor that the
healthy indulgence and exercise of that nature can tend to
the promotion of evil.

When the constitution of man shall be correctly understood,
he will be found worthy of his origin. He is admitted to be
the work of an all-wise and beneficent Creator. This alone
ought to be presumptive evidence in favour of the natural ex-
cellence of his character. They who assert the natural total
depravity of man ought to consider his source before they
speak so harshly of him. It is not easily reconcilable with
appropriate reverence for the Deity, for a creature to pro-
nounce the noblest work of the Creator upon earth to be totally
depraved. We have no very satisfactory evidence that man
was ever any better than he at present appears ; nay, the evi-
dence seems to be in favour of his progressive improvement
from the earliest ages of the world, so that if he is altogether
evil now, in his advanced state of improvement, it is hard to
conjecture how bad he may have been at first. He certainly
could not have promised very fair at the commencement of
his pilgrimage upon earth! The earth itself has advanced
toward perfection and adaptation to the wants of organized
beings, by various stages and grades of improvement, and it
is in harmony with all analogy to suppose that the races of
animals and men have kept pace in their improvement with
the globe which they inhabit.

How can man be considered an utterly degraded being,
when his natural endowments are such as we have supposed ¢
Take one of the sentiments proper to man—Ideality, or the .
love of the beautiful and perfect—and consider if a being en-
dowed with this faculty has not at least some redeeming
qualities! We quote a beautiful passage from Mr George
Combe :*

“ Where Ideality exists to a considerable extent, there is

* Lectures in America, p. 218.
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an innate desire for the beautiful, and an instinctive love and
admiration of it. The arrangements of the Creator in the
material world are so far from being in opposition to it, that
objects calculated in the highest degree to excite and gratify
the feeling are everywhere scattered in the most profuse
abundance. What are the flowers that deck the fields, com-
bining perfect elegance of form with the most exquisite love-
liness, delicacy and harmony of tint, but objects addressed
purely to Ideality, and the subordinate faculties of Colour and
Form? They enjoy not their beauty themselves, and afford
neither food, raiment, nor protection, to the corporeal frame
of man, and on this account some persons have been led to
view them as merely nature’s vanities and shows, possessed
of neither dignity nor utility. But the individual in whom
Ideality is large will in rapture say, that these objects, and
the lofty mountain, the deep glen, the roaring cataract, and
all the varied loveliness of hill and dale, fountain and fresh
shade, afford to him the banquet of the mind ; that they
pour into his soul a stream of pleasure so intense, and yet so
pure and elevated, that in comparison with it all the gratifica-
tions of sense and animal propensity sink into insipidity and
insignificance. In short, to the phrenologist, the existence of
this faculty in the mind, and of external objects fitted to
gratify it, is one among numberless instances of the boundless
beneficence of the Creator toward man; for it is a faculty
purely of enjoyment,—one whose sole use is to refine, exalt,
and extend the range of our other powers, to confer on us
higher susceptibilities of improvement, and a keener relish for
all that is great and glorious in the universe.” ,

Let us now continue our inquiry into the nature of man for
the purpose of ascertaining from his mental constitution what
are his natural wants and emotions, with a view to a correct
deriyation of his rights. OQur inquiry will not be vain, for in
this country there can be no excuse for the denial of -a single
right to any human being. We have but to prove a right, and
it may be established by law. Here is encouragement for the
investigation of human rights. We are our own lawgivers,
and our own tyrants, if, indeed, tyranny exist at all.

. What, then, let us inquire, is the first great natural want of
man arising from the constitution of his mind ? It is the so-
ciety of his fellow-man. - -

The hermit restrains and perverts his nature. He may
escape controversy with others, but he makes war upon him-
self. He exists without living, and dies while he lives—for
it is the essence of human life to dwell in such a position, as
that all the faculties of the understanding shall have full and -
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various employment, and that all the desires and emotions of
our nature shall have frequent, wholesome, and harmonious
gratification and exercise. ' :
- Man is so constituted that this cannot take place except in
general society. Accordingly, all tradition and history repre-
sent man as associated in some. manner with his fellow-men.
From the earliest ages to the present time, in some form or
another, under some sort.of league or fellowship, the various
tribes, races, and nations of mankind have associated together,
have acknowledged some common head, king, or government,
or have been leagued by some compact, voluntarily entered
into, and often enduring for centuries, guaranteed only by the
spontaneous and universal feeling of an inward and all-ab-
sorbing desire of man’s nature for companionship with his
fellow-man. This arises not from a calculation of greater
security, nor from the facilities which society affords for pe-
cuniary gain. Society owes not its origin to a sense'of fear,
nor to the love of money. Neither of these is sufficlent to
bind man to society in its worst forms, and at the hazard of
sacrificing many of his dearest rights and interests. The
worst social condition he can better endure than solitude. He
can bear the severest blow of tyranny rather than banishment
from the face of man. Accordingly, he will endure the bit-
térest oppression in preference to the sweetest solitude. It
must be, then, that for some great cause society is as neces-
sary to his moral nature as food or atmospheric air is to his
physical—that there are many deep demands of his higher na-
ture that can only be answered in the midst of men, and which,
unsatisfied, leave such an aching void in his soul, that’life be-
comes a burden out of human society. And here we beg to re-
peat, that this arises not from a sense of fear, nor from the
want or insecurity of property, out of society. You may wall
in the solitary man. so.that nothing can harm him; you may
give him all of this world’s goods that he can enjoy in his
lonely place, and he will pine away and wish to die; for the
aching void of his nature is not filled, and he yet needs, as the
vital air of heaven, the exhilarating influences of human so-~
ciety. : These alone can breathe into his moral nature the
breath of life. Surround him with men, and his moral powers,
his higher and nobler faculties, spring into activity, and he
moves in the moral and intellectual majesty of the noblest
work of the Creator upon earth. How is this? It may be
thus explained :—

If it can be made to appear that man, in the social state,
hath, as respects a large number of his desires and wants, as
sure a guaranty for their gratification as he can possibly have
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out of it, then it follows that, as respects these, he loses no-
thing by going into society. If, moreover, it shall appear
that, as to other portions of his nature, he can be better gra-
tified in the midst of men, than as a solitary being, in so far
as this portion of humanity is concerned he becomes a gainer
by human fellowship ; so that, if the case were left here, we
should have shewn that man gains something, and surrenders
nothing, in the social state. But if, in proceeding further, it
can be established that his noblest endowments of intellect
and sentiment cannot be exercised nor gratified in any respect,
except in the midst of men, then we shew a case of moral
necessity,—that the human constitution demands society,—
and we establish the absolute righ¢ of man to dwell in the so-
ciety of his fellow-men.

It will suffice to refer to a few instances in which the powers
of our nature are as well protected and exercised, and others
in which they are better provided for, in society, than in the
solitar¥}f state.

1. The love of life. Life is safest in society. Such is
man’s nature that he will protect his fellow, rather than do
him harm. Benevolence prompts to sympathy and kind pro-
tection ; and the sense of justice adds force and certainty to
the operation of natural beneficence. All history shews that
men, in society, guaranty, in some form, and by some mode
of action, the right to life. Besides, in civilized life, where
the arts and sciences have attained to any considerable ad-
vancement or perfection, the comforts of life, and the means
of its protection and safeguard, are so abundant and well ap-
plied, that a great increase of security and protection to life
is thereby afforded.

2. The means of subsistence are greatly increased in the
midst of the most civilized nations of mankind, by a superior
cultivation of the earth, by commerce, mechanical invention,
and more extended and diligent labour.

3. The desire of property is held in most 'sacred regard by
societies of men, its acquisition fostered, and the right to ex-
clusive possession universally acknowledged. This right is
not surrendered or abridged, necessarily, by society ; while
the means of attainment are greatly increased, by an inter-
change of commodities, a division of labour, improvement in
the arts and sciences, and intellectual cultivation ; and there
need be no interference with it, except for contributions for
the general good, which in amount fall far short of the advan-
tages for its acquisition and protection gained by society. Pro-
perty gains by society, over and above all loss in contributions
for the public use.
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4. The loves of the sexes, in all well-regulated societies, are
protected by the laws, and their sacred exclusiveness held in-
violable. In this respect, man and woman are greatly ele-
;tfi‘ted and improved by their social organization in civilized
ife.

5. The same may be said of the love of offspring. The pa-
rent's love; hope, and pride, receive far greater gratification
in society, than it is possible for the solitary man to enjoy.

It thus appears, that these instinctive desires derive a
greater gratification by human fellowship, than in solitude,
and as yet man is a gainer by communion with his brethren.
A slight degree of reflection will also shew how finely his no-
bler nature is attuned to human fellowship.

We may concede that the solitary man may exercise his
reverence and awe—that his wonder may be indulged—and
that his love of the beautiful, and his pride, may be gratified
to some extent in solitude,—yet it would not be difficult to
shew a decided advantage in all these respects arising to him
from extensive human intercourse. But there remain certain
well-defined powers, sentiments, and faculties, peculiar to man,
which can have no satisfactory exercise out of general society.

1. ¢ The faculty of language,” says Mr Combe, “ implies
the presence of intelligent beings, with whom we may com-
municate by speech.” In how many ways is this medium of
communicating ideas brought into requisition amid the mul-
titudes of men: from simple exclamation, rising upward to
the accomplished discourse, the eloquent oration, the exciting
romance, the drama, the epic poem, the page of history! What
a world of thought and action stands thus revealed to the hu-
man intellect !

2. Benevolence demands a wide field of enterprise and ex-
ertion. It enfolds all created beings in its love. The more
extended its field of action, the greater gratification flows
from it. It demands many objects on which to rest with kind
sympathy and expansive love. It would embrace a world of
intelligent and sensitive beings in its far-reaching sympathy.
With what sweet expression it adorns the human countenance !
How doth it exalt that noble brow, and light up the features
with an expression of love and tenderness, which makes it the
welcome visitant of the cottage and the palace—of the abode
of suffering and distress, as well as the scene of happiness and
joy! Give place among men for this gentle visitant—this
minister of mercy and bright radiance of the divinity among
the dwellers upon the earth. Benevolence demands the so-
ciety of men, to rejoice in their joy, to sorrow in their griefs,
to cheer the desponding, and to shed her radiant smile of love -
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and tenderness upon all the sensitive creation. It has, in its
very nature, express relation to surrounding life, intelligence,
and sensibility.

3. Man’s sense of justice—the great monitor of the human
mind, for ever prompting the inner man “to do unto another
as he would that others should do unto him’—auttering the
eternal rule of equity and right,—demands also to be in the
midst of men—in thé midst of human and moral action; of
which it is the great and impartial umpire. Admit a sense of
justice, burning for action, ¢ springing eternal in the human
mind,” having no other office than to prompt man to do right
to his fellow-men, and yet suppose that his superior nature
can be indulged and exercised out of society! This is the
sovereign power of the human mind, the most unyielding of
any; it rewards with a higher sanction, it punishes with a
deeper agony, than any earthly tribunal. It never slumbers
—never dies. Without this sense of right, man would be
unfit for human society. With it he is incapable of enduring
solitude. It demands human conduct upon which to decide.
It has no sphere of action in solitude.

Mr Combe, in his ‘“ Moral Philosophy,” says, that ¢ neither
Benevolence, which delights in universal happiness—nor Love
of Approbation, whose gratification is the applause and good
opinion of others—nor Veneration, which gives a tendency
to respect and yield obedience to superiors—nor Conscien-
tiousness, which holds the balance wherein the rights of com-
peting parties are weighed—has full scope and a sufficiently
wide sphere of action, except in general society ; the domestic
circle is too contracted for the purpose.”

And again: ¢ The faculties of Causality and Comparison,
which are the fountains of reasoning, imply our co-existence
with other intellectual beings, with whose perceptions and
experience we may compare our own. Without combination,
what advance could be made in science, art, or manufactures ?
As food is related to hunger, as light to the sense of vision,
so is society adapted to the social faculties of man. The pre-
sence of human beings is indispensable to the gratification and
excitement of our mental powers in general. What a void
and craving is experienced by those who are cut off from com-
munication with their fellows !”

If, then, the social state is necessary to the development
and exercise of man’s moral and intellectual nature, is it not
absurd to suppose that he cannot live in society without sur-
rendering a portion of his natural rights ? If society is his
greatest want, is it possible that this demand of his nature

- cannot be answered without denying him the proper gratifica-
4
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tion of some of his remaining wants? Has the wisdom of the
Creator so poorly executed his plan, that one part defeats an-
other? Has Infinite Beneficence implanted in the same mind
various ardent desires, the denial of any one of which will
render man unhappy, and yet ordained that one natural want
shall be gratified by the denial of another 7—that man must
elect which of all the craving desires of his nature he will in-
dulge, and which he will restrain, and as he chooses, he shall
live in society or out of it *—and, take which he pleases, so-
ciety or solitude, certain parts of his craving nature shall re-
main for ever unsatisfied? Absurd and impious thought!
Man’s whole nature may be gratified, so that the harmony of
its powers be not disturbed,—and government cannot demand
the surrender of a single right as a condition of man’s exist-
ence in the social state. e moralist can easily shew how
the enlightened intellect and moral emotions, controlling and
regulating the passions, may present a man in the full enjoy-
ment and exercise of his nature, and yet « blameless man.
Let it suffice for me to shew, that human legislators cannot,
without an infringement of human rights, deny to man the
healthful and harmonious exercise of all his intellectual powers,
since this exercise is necessary to human happiness.

It has been a favourite doctrine that the individual substan-
tially bargains with society upon becoming a member of it,
by surrendering a portion of his natural rights for certain ac-
quired rights or advantages, which the laws of government
may confer. This doctrine has never, to our knowledge, been
well defined ; but it is broadly asserted in most of our treatises
upon fundamental law. _ .

This is the apology of tyranny for its usurpation of human
rights. It admits the deprivation of rights which it causes,
but points you to certain benefits conferred by the law as a
remuneration for your loss.

Government here has all the advantage. What proper be-

.nefit it assumes to confer, you had a right to before. So that,
in fact, the supposed legal benefit is but your natural right,
and you thus retain one right as a compensation for the losg
of another. But tyranny cannot be sustained without fraud
as its ally ; and this is one of her most subtle pretences. = Let
us close this door to tyranny. Let us prove that nature con-
fers all rights ; and that the only business of the law is to pro-
tect them. :

How can an individual treat with government on such terms
as will ensure an equitable arrangement between them? It
is the lamb bargaining with the lion, and the only question is,

. VOL. XVI.—N. 8. NO. XXII. I
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whether the former shall be devoured all at once or only by
piece-meal. .

The moment we admit the principle that one natural right
must necessarily be surrendered under government as the
price of protection to another, we open the door to fraud and
force. Subtile tyranny will cheat us, and brutal tyranny will
compel us to surrender the rights of humanity. Success will
embolden the coward in his encroachments ; and timid acquies-
cence will aggravate the demands of the bold usurper.

Let our appeal be to the natural laws. Without this
foundation all human laws are alike good or bad, just or un-
just, as human caprice, whim, or selfishness, may declare.
Let us hold on to our humanity. The social state emanates
from our proper nature, and must not contradict or wrong it.
There need be no war between society and the individual
man ; and tyranny alone declares it. There is fraud or force
defeating the great law of nature in every case of a surrender
of human rights ander human government.

Who can rise superior to the laws of the Creator, and dic-
tate the surrender of a single human right? A king? And
why aking? He is not the product of nature, but is a mon-
ster born of ignorance and weak submission. A parliament ?
What doth a parliament properly represent but the genuine
rights of humanity ? These rights give birth to the parliament,
and by blotting them out, it would extinguish itself for ever.
A surrender of human rights! Who stands up before man
and Heaven to receive the dreadful sacrifice? A man? He
dare not as man attempt the rash and wicked deed. But
vernment—governmen!—may swallow up all rights! And
what is government in its very nature, but the instrument
adopted by mankind for the declaration and defence of the
rights of humanity ?

This inquiry we will attempt to answer in another article.

I1. On the Influence of the Depressing Passions on the Health
and on Disease. By J. K. Warker, M. D., Huddersfield.
Extracted from the ninth volume of the I'ransactions of
the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association.

Every one has experienced, in the course of a long life,
seasons of mental depression, which have -exercised some de-
gree of influence on his bodily health. Where that mental
depression is indulged to excess it seldom fails (so intimate
is the connexion between mind and body) te occasion very
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serious derangement of the functions of the different viscera
—the stomach, the liver, the kidneys, the intestines, being
in different individuals the seat of the mischief. We usually
explain these symptoms by referring them to sympathy, by
which mental and corporeal causes mutually operate in pro-
ducing pleasure or pain; and we observe that evils, whether
real or imaginary, that weigh upon the mind of man, usually
proceed in time to extend their influence on his material part.
I do not wish to speak in this place on that numerous tribe
of symptoms that arise from mere nervous sensibility, but on
that less ideal form of disease brought on by over-exertion of
mind. The former are often the result of want. of occupation,
and he who labours under them is ever flying to medical art
for relief; the latter is the result generally of too much busi-
ness, and the sufferer pays little regard to health.

The class of dizeases to which 1 am to call attention is often
not less embarrassing to the practitioner than the former class
of nervous affections ; it is the result of the depressing passions.
Look at the endless sources of solicitude to be found in a vast
manufacturing community. Take, for instance, any season of
commercial distress: in how many countenances, as you walk
the streets, is the * wear and tear of mind’’ legible in inefface-
able characters. Look at that young man, who is only just
entering on manhood, with his visage blanched with the cares
ofage. Who is that well-dressed passenger who, with a hurried
gait and care-worn features, is hastening homewards ? It is one,
perhaps, whose capital is embarked in some doubtful adventure.
Observe the courteous but half-constrained smile on the visage
of another, who is nevertheless in afluent circumstances, but
at the very moment he is putting on the guise of courtesy his
heart is tossed to and fro with a variety of agitating emotions :
some intelligence, peradventure, has just reached him that may
put in peril a favourite commercial speculation. This is no
fanciful picture, but what is occurring, while I am now writing,
in almost every large commercial town in the ewpire. Let
those, therefore, who descant so fluently on the talismanic effects
of commerce, in elevating so many from a state of obscurity
to the pinnacle of prosperity, look a little at the opposite side
of the question, and take into the account the many who sa-
crifice their peace of mind and health of body, yet never rise
to opulence at all, and the fiery ordeal which those who do suc-
ceed have often to undergo. How many bitter disappoint-
ments, how many years of disquietude and uncertainty elapse,
ere the merchant has reached the goal of his wishes ; and then
how few there are who bave so husbanded their health by tem-
porary relaxation, by change of air and exercise, as to live to
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enjoy the fruits of their industry. The more common oecur-
rence is, that from the many lylearss of intense and too unre-
mitting pursuit of the prize, he does not live to grasp it; or
his health becomes so delicate, and his constitution so impair-
ed, that he becomes the premature victim of some organic dis-
ease.

Exceptions there are, no doubt, and these, I trust, will in-
crease as men become more enlightened on the subject. It is
not against a proper application to business that I am arguing,
but against that over-tension of the mind, unrelieved by change
of air or exercise, the daily attendance at the counting-house
or the factory without suitable intervals of relaxation, that I
am anxious to guard. Let a man be ever so careful in this
respect,—if he chances to be one of those whose concerns are
on a scale of great extent, his mind is burdened with anxiety ;
and when we consider how frequently the commerical world
is convulsed by some unforeseen embarrassment, what sleepless
nights follow, what fears lest every wind that blows may waft
over tidings of evil omen, the wonder is, not that the consti-
tution of the merchant should so often suffer premature decay,
but that he is able to retain his health so long.

The evil, however, is in many instances warded off by a
residence in the country; for this intelligent class of men are
beginning to be sensible of the mischief they are doing them-
selves by wearing out the animal machine. When a piece of
machinery of exquisite workmanship, however calculated its
construction may be for durability, is used from day to day,
we see by experience that time and circumstances will gradual-
ly impair some of its parts, and we take instant steps to set it
right. The same is necessary in that most exquisite of all
mechanism, the human frame. The manufacturer loses no
time in repairing the machinery in his mill ; but he is often
all the while totally insensible of the slow and insidious changes
going on in his own bodily frame. This state of things, how-
ever, applies more particularly to the cases of those manufac-
turers who do not sleep in the country, but live in the imme-
diate vicinity of their own mills or warehouses. This class of
persons are almost always sooner or later affected in their di-
gestive organs, and are more susceptible of cold than those who
return during all weathers, sometimes riding on horseback,
sometimes walking, to their country residences, by which
means they counteract the effects of long confinement or expo-
sure to impure air from the manufacture. :

But in a great trading community the frequent appalling
vicissitudes of trade communicate their frightful consequences
to a whole district, and many families are plunged into irre-
trievable ruin. This calamity, indeed, is felt through the va-
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rious ramifications of society, but falls most disastrously upon
that very numerous class in all manufacturing neighbourhoods
who earn a livelihood by taking work to their own homes. At
the moment I am now writing there are more than a thousand
such families in this district in a state bordering on destitu-
tion ; and, from information I have obtained from other manu-
facturing districts, similar distress prevails in most of them,
though not in an equal degree. These are evils almost inse-
parable from the system itself. The current of commerce
ebbs and flows, and too often we are called upon to witness
the melancholy spectacle of thousands of industrious operatives
reduced to want, not by any misconduct of their own, not by
any affliction in the course of nature, not by any natural visi-
tation of disease or famine, not by the ravages of war, but by
those changes in trade which have come upon us like a thief
in the night, and robbed thousands of their daily bread. If
any one doubts the effect such a crisis has upon the health of
the operatives themselves, let him take a season like the pre-
sent to visit their humble abodes, and he will there find many
a parent in the midst of his half-starved family, brooding
over his future prospects, dimmed with the sickly colouring
of despondency, if not darkened by the pencil of despair. His
pulse is quick, not from fulness of habit or excess of aliment,
but from the irritable state of his mind, when his atten-
tion is roused to his situation. He uses a cheering tone to his
wife and family, when alas! anxiety, like a cankerworm, is
gnawing at his very vitals. By and by this mental anxiety
acts banefully upon almost every bodily function : in one af-
fecting the digestive organs perhaps, in another the head, in
a third the functions of the heart.

- My situation as physician to the Infirmary in this populous
district, where at seasons like this so many apply for relief to
public charity who in ordinary times are able to pay for medi-
cal aid, enables me to witness the effect of the depressing pas-
sions on the health, and the many anomalous diseases, func-
tional, perhaps, in the first instance, but leading sometimes to
structural disease, which they never fail to give rise to. In
the space of twenty-five years, during which I have attended
the sick poor at their own dwellings, many commercial panics
have overtaken us, attended by the same disastrous effects on
the health of the poor. The season of the year, and the pre-
valence of certain epidemics, exercise indeed a modifying in-
fluence on the diseases that follow such a crisis, and often add
to the difficulty of removing them. But this observation I
have invariably made, that a great proportion of these cases:
which seemed to linger from month to month, with slight re-
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lief from medicine, have undergone a marvellous change for
the better, in the space of a few weeks, without any other
cause than this—zthe prospect of a return of employment. .In
proportion as hope began to dawn in their breasts, the bodily
functions seemed to mend : after that, very little aid from me-
dicine was necessary ; and in a few months those very men,
who seemed destined to become the victims of a consuming
malady, were in a condition to resume their wonted employ-
ment, and the sound of the shuttle was again heard in these
cottages, so late the abode of misery and want. .

Such is a picture of the effects of a commereial crisis on the
operative classes in a populous manufacturing district. Nor
are the operatives alone the suffering parties in these seasons
of distress; many of their employers, and all who are in any
way connected with the trade of the district, though not per-
haps in any danger of actual want, yet, from loss already sus-
tained, and fears for the future, are often a prey to maladies
brought on by mental anguish. The functions of the stomach
are generally affected ; and if there is a predisposition to any
constitutional ailment in the system, we find the symptoms
varying accordingly: in some, the bowels are principally af-
fected ; in others, a determination to the head occurs. am
at present in attendance upon a gentleman who has sustained
some losses in consequence of the deranged state of affairs in
America, in whom periodical attacks of hemicrania have lately
occurred. The pain is in the right side of the head; the pa-
roxysms generally continue for three and sometimes for six
weeks. The operation of acupuncture has been repeated se-
veral times with some relief; for though the pain returns, its
duration is less. His friends consider his complaint as solely
attributable to anxiety of mind. In other instances the biliary
secretion is affected, and the stools indicate a deficiency of bile.
Such, in fact, is no uncommon occurrence in men who are free
from all suspicion of intemperance, but spend their time prin-
cipally at the desk, and pay little attention to their bowels.
A few weeks ago, a yellowness in the skin appeared in a gen-
tleman, ®t. 53, residing in this neighbourhood, who is remark-
able for his punctuality in business, as well as regularity and
temperance in his habits. There was no tumour or scirrhosity
to be felt in the neighbouring parts, and, from the absence of
any considerable pain, no reason to conclude that it was owing
to biliary calculi in the gall-bladder. I was informed by his
family that he had exhibited an unusual depression of spirits
for some months past. There is no reason to doubt the even-
tual recovery of this gentleman, as there is no evidence of any
organic disease ; but it is quite clear, that any plan of treatmen
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that is not aided by returning serenity of mind must, for a
long time at least, prove ineffectual.

It will sometimes happen, but not I think so often as might
be expected in a commercial district, that patients labouring
under long-continued intense anxiety will complain of paroxysms
of palpitation of the heart; but in a majority of such cases
these have arisen from a disordered state of other organs—some-
times of the liver, at others of the stomach ; and it is no un-
common thing to find men who work at the loom for many
years together complaining of palpitation, which is generally
relieved by such remedies as relieve the general health. The
pressure upon the breast-beam during so many hours, it must
be allowed, is exceedingly likely to superinduce a tendency to
disease of the heart. But my object in the remarks already
made on this subject, is not to attempt, at least upon the pre-
sent occasion, a particular account of the diseases peculiar to a
manufacturing district, but simply to shew how much they are
modified by circumstances, and how little the unaided power
of medicine is able to effect, in many instances, in their pre-
vention or removal. In short, the mind must be exonerated
from its burden ere we can look for effectual relief to the
body.

I{ is difficult to minister to a mind diseased, or to chase away
the effects of loss of fortune or disappointed ambition ; and if
either of these circumstances operate so powerfully on the mind
as to cause sleepless nights for any length of time together,
the body necessarily suffers, and its functions become much dis-
ordered. This state of things, in certain temperaments, is no
infrequent forerunner of derangement. How often does it
happen to men who have plunged deeply into hazardous specu-
lations, that their minds become the seat of the most harassing
fears, andthe image of beggary and ruin incessantly haunt them
night and day ; and how many have made utter wreck of mind
and fortune at the shrine of avarice! Few circumstances, I am
persuaded, have contributed to swell the melancholy catalogue
of diseases of the mind to so alarming an extent as the ruinous
consequences involved in rash speculations.*  There has been

* In a curious table, from M. Esquirol, shewing the relative proportions
of different professions in a mass of one hundred aud sixty-four lunatics, it
runs thus:—Merchants, 50; military men, 33; students,25; administrateurs
and employés, 21 ; advocates, notaries, and men of business, 10; artists, 8 ;
chemists, 4; medical practitioners, 4; farmers, 4; sailors, 3; engineers, 2:
total, 164. On examining different asylums, it was found that merchants and
soldiers furnished the largest proportion of insane in all these establishments.
M. Foderé, a French writer, libels the character of the merchant when he
attributes a demoralizing effect to the love of lucre, which swallows up or

annjhilates all the more noble and elevated passions and sentiments of man.
“We
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no adventurer so wild of late years as not to find eager fol-
lowers, lured by the lust of gold to the loss of peace of mind
and fortune ; and of these not a few, yielding to the influence
of despair, have sunk into an early grave, or to a state of me-
lancholy madness.

But of the number of those who seek after, what may be
regarded, legitimate objects of speculation, there are some that,
from the stake they have at issue, are perpetually in a state of
feverish excitement, and allow their inquietude of mind to sap
and undermine their bodily health. I have had many oppor-
tunities of attesting the truth of this; and in a late case, which
terminated fatally, during the delirium which for a few days
preceded death, the sufferer used such expressions as these—
“ Gone, gone; take back the scrip; it is all false;”’ &ec., &c.
This gentleman had some years ago taken shares in a concern,
which I must not here name, and had sustained a heavy loss
by a declension in the value of the shares.

In speaking of anxiety of mind asa cause of intellectual ma-
lady, I may be permitted to make use of an extract from Dr
Reid’sessayon Nervous Affections. Hesays, “Irecollectthe case
of an unfortunate young man, who became a victim to the dis-
astrous issue of a variety of mercantile adventures. The same
blow which deranged his affairs produced a disorder of his
reason. His finances and his faculties fell together. The
phantoms of imagination indeed survived, and seemed to hover
over the ashes of his understanding. The demon of ‘specula-
tion, which had before misled his mind, now possessed it en-
tirely. His projecting spirit, which was always more than
moderately intrepid, took, in the maniacal exaltation of his
fancy, a still bolder and sublimer flight. - Some of his schemes
reminded me of another madman that I had heard of, ‘who
planned, after draining the Mediterranean, to plant it with
apple trees, and establish a cider manufactory on the coast.”

“ We are arrived,” says M. Foder£, “ at this point, that we esteem nothing
but property; and consequently do nothing but with the view of maki
money; all our most cherished affections are submitted to a cold-blood
calculation in the acquirement of wealth.” And he takes this view of the
pathological effects of trade:—“ The chances of speculations, which keep
the mind constantly on the stretch, and which in a moment give or take away
a fortune,”—to which he adds « a life of indolence, after a life of activity—
explain the frequency of mental maladies among this class of society.”
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I11. Drunkenness considered in Relation to Insanity. By W.
A.F.BrowNE, M.D., Medical Superintendent of the Crich-
ton Royal Institution for Lunatics, Dumfries.

The applications for the introduction, into the Institution
under my care, of individuals who have lost reason from exces-
sive drinking, or who appear to act under a blind and irresisti-
ble impulse to inebriety, have been, and continue to be, very
numerous. The necessity and the prudence of withdrawing
such slaves to passion from temptation and from access to all
stimulants, cannot be doubted ; but the propriety of endea-
vouring to effect their cure or reformation, as the process may
be differently regarded, in a Lunatic Asylum, is open to dis-
cussion. The decision of such a question must rest upon the
determination of the responsible, or irresponsible, state of the
mind under such circumstances—upon the fact of the indivi-
duals acting under such an impulse being sane or insane. This
matter has not yet been sufficiently investigated ; nor has it
been tried before the competent legal tribunals. It is argued,
that if there really exists an uncontrollable propensity to ine-
briety, as there certainly is to homicide, arson, and theft, the
law is bound to exonerate the individual, so actuated, from the
consequences of his own acts, and is justified in depriving him
of liberty, and consigning him to an Asylum. But until the
humane example of the legislatures of other countries be fol-
lowed in this respeet, it is much to be regretted that some
geparate retreat does not exist, where a voluntary, or even
compulsory, seclusion could be resorted to—where the diseased
drunkard would be treated as an invalid, subjected to a natu-
ral and invigorating regimen and discipline, and inoculated
with habits incompatible with intemperance and excess. The
want of such a moral lazaretto, and the obvious injury to
society, and the cruelty to the infatuated sufferer, arising from
permitting free scope to his extravagance, and from then pun-
ishing it as & crime, has led a most benevolent public officer
to suggest, that cells should be erected in connexion with the
public prisons, where the fury of the paroxysm might exhaust
1tself, but where, of course, the durance is penitential, and not
curative. The following facts, collected from recent experience,
would seem to call for a different interpretation, and a differ-
ent treatment, of the condition of these unfortunate men.

Three forms of derangement, or complications of insanity
with drunkenness, have been met with. There is, first, the
frequent variety in which the long and excessive, but voluntary
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and deliberate indulgence of the appetite for stimulants, grati-
fied, it may be, in the social circle, and to obtain momentary
excitement, to display wit, or imagination, or song, has pro-
duced directly mania or fatuity. s.l'here is, secondly, the brief
delirium immediately succeeding a debauch, or a course of dis-
sipation. In both of these forms, it will be observed that the
act or habit of intoxication is obviously the cause of the dis-
ease ; but, in the #hird, the intoxication, or rather the craving
for stimulants, for wine, or opium, or more ardent potations,
is the symptom, the distinguishing characteristic of the aliena-
tion—in fact, the tendency to ebriosity, with impairment of
the power of the will, is, constitutes the disease itself. In the
first two species the appetite is created, cultivated under the
sanction and by the very act of the will, while the drunkard
possesses, or appears to possess, sound bodily health, and such
intellectual perspicacity and vigour, as to be accredited sane,
and to be intrusted with the business, and burdens, and honours
of life. In the third, the propensity is morbid, instinctive, in-
voluntary. It sometimes originates in infancy, or extreme
youth and age, where no preliminary or initiative course of
indulgence merely converted a habit into a disease ;—it has
happened where the individuals were recognised and respect-
ed as virtuous, rational, abstemious, and even ascetic. The
paroxysm is developed suddenly ; it hurries its victim, in oppo-
sition to his best interests and present wishes, into scenes of
degradation which he detests, and from pursuits in which he
delights—it returns periodically, and leaves the mind tem-
porarily weakened and wayward. The suddenness of the desire
1s, of itself, an indication of its morbid origin. It arises with-
out provocation or premeditation, while the mind is engaged
in intellectual labour, in abstract reasoning, or while under the
dominion of the purest and most elevated sentiments—those
most distant from, most incompatible with sensuality—it in a
moment prostrates and paralyzes the most firm resolves, the
most virtuous motives, the most colossal obstacles of reputa-
tion and interest, and plunges its slave into an abyss of
drunken delirium. It may coexist with intellectual power, but
rarely with mental entirety, and this is confirmatory of the
present views as to monomania ; for if there be not invariably
impairment of the general vigonr and activity of the mind,
there may be detected an obtuseness in perception, a hebetude
or capriciousness in the feelings and affections, an irritabilit

of temper, a failure in memory, and, it may be, slight imbecili-
ty, which render the individual less useful and trustworthy
as a member of society, less capable of commanding and ap-
plying the powers which he possesses, less keenly alive to the
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calls of duty, or less cognizant of what these calls are. This
tendency, and these peculiarities and éccentricities by which
it is accompanied, frequently appear in conjunction with epi-
lepsy and other nervous affections; may be traced to grief,
misfortune, diseases of the heart and stomach ; are hereditary
—they descend from sire to son, and reappear as regularly at
certain ages, and under certain circumstances, as measles or
gout—in short, they appear to be regulated by the same laws
as the other forms of alienation.

In making this exposition, I have been actuated by the
wish to submit what appears to be a true and faithful descrip-
tion of this unsound condition of mind, and the reasons which
exist for regarding it as a modification of insanity requiring
confinement. It will further shew that, although patients dis-
playing such symptoms may be regarded as mad, it is only
under peculiar and marked circumstances that the right can
be claimed to treat them as such; and will thus serve as an
explanation of the grounds for refusing -many applications for
admission which have been made. Incidentally the statement
may be useful, as proving that much, that incalculable misery,
the ruin of individuals, the discord and distress of families,
would be averted or mitigated, were such changes of charac-
ter regarded and visited, not as crimes and delinquency, bat
as mental aberrations, and subjected to discipline, as other
descriptions of disease.—Third Report of the Crichton Royal
Institution.

IV. Phrenology in the United States. By Mr Axprew Leicu-
ToN, Liverpool.

To Dr Caldwell, I believe, belongs the merit of having in-
troduced Phrenology to his fellow-citizens of the United States.
For many years he stood almost alone its able advocate, its
ever ready champion and defender, who, for every blast of
obloquy, ridicule, and sophistry, directed against the novel
doctrines, had an overwhelming counterblast of nervous argu-
ment and withering truth. Compared with the other phreno-
logists of that country, it is nothing derogatory to them to say,
“he is as a star and dwells apart.” A thorough thinker—vi-
gorous, uncompromising, just—is Caldwell ; one under whose
auspices the doctrines could not fail to make way in the pub-
lic mind : accordingly, the field was well prepared when the
lamented Spurzheim made his pilgrimage thither and was re-
ceived with open arms. - '

Since then, no event has influenced the progress of the
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science in that country more than the visit of Mr Combe.*
His philosophical discourses gave an extraordinary impetus to
its progress amongst the educated classes; while his calm,
impartial, but earnest sgirit, gained the affections of all who
heard him. And now Phrenelogy holds a more commanding
position in the United States than in any other country in the
world, not even excepting our own. Its language is rapidly
passing into the people’s “common thought and week-day
phrase ;” its reforming influence permeating the educational
and sanatory institutions of the country; and there is some
evidence that even the judicial will soon acknowledge its
power. I have learned of one case where a court of justice
received phrenological evidence touching the cerebral deve-
lopment of a criminal ; and there may be more such;cases. §It
is well known that several Lunatic Asylums are under phre-
nological superintendence ; while, not only is the discipline
of the common schools, both public and private, avowedly
conforming to the dictates of the science, but even professor-
ships of it are beginning to be established in the universities.:

But not solely to these distinguished men is Phrenology in-
debted for its present flourishing condition in that country.
Nor even, in addition, to the many able and accomplished ad-
vocates whose names are not unfamiliar to the readers of this
Journal,~—those, I mean, who may be designated as theoreti-
cal phrenologists ; phrenologists of the studio ; usually men
of liberal education, following the professions of medicine,
law, or divinity, who study the subject in their leisure hours,
and advocate it principally by essays and discourses. Not to
these only : there is still another class of propagators of the
doctrines, who have, in that country, done muchin diffusing a
knowledge of the subject,—with whose efforts in its behalf the
" faithful on this side the Atlantic are less acquainted : I refer
to the practical phrenologists ; of whom it is characteristic that
they give themselves altogether to the subject, and seldom
have any other means of support than what they derive from
their profession as phrenologists. These are a very numerous
body in the States ; much more so than our experience in this
country would lead us to infer ; and I am convinced that, in
general, the beneficial results of their labours have been much
underrated—if, indeed, more positive injustice has not been
done them—and would, therefore, with all due courtesy, enter

* For the history of Phrenology in Philadelphia, and particularly of the
labours of Dr John Bell of that city, see vol. xiv. p, 292.—Ep. .

t Before leaving New York, in May last, the writer saw a letter from a
medical gentleman of Philadelphia, wherein it was stated that a chair for
Phrenology was being added to one of the universities of Pennsylvania.
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a plea in their favour, and present such evidence as recent
observation in that country has supplied me with, in support of
my favourable opinion.

It is not to be denied that many incompetent and disrepu-
table persons have assumed the title of practical phrenolo-
gists, and have, by their empiricism and charlatanry, brought
discredit upon the science. Unfortunately, we need not go
so far from home for instances of the fact. But it is obviously
unjust to condemn the whole body for the misdeeds of these.
As well may we, for the malpractices of the quack-doctors,
condemn the whole medical profession. At the same time, it
must be conceded that the frequency with which such per-
sons are to be met, has a tendency to prevent the efficient
and really honourable men from attaining their due place in
the estimation of the public. They are—Aave been, rather,—
so numerous, that a suspicion naturally attaches to alf who
come before us in the same ‘ questionable shape.” Nor is a
due amount of circumspection in this regard to be considered
unjustifiable or uncalled for: rather the reverse. The only
thing to be avoided, is that extreme which permits the suspi-
cion to become a prejudice ; which pins its faith to a mere in-
ference, and illiberally and uncandidly condemns without ex-
amination. Let us avoid this unphilosophical procedure. Let
us admit there may be well-qualified, high-principled labour-
ers in the field of practical Phrenology ; and when we meet
those who claim to be so recognised, we shall be better able
to do their characters the justice they merit.

But, with many, it is not so much the ablities of the men which
are questioned, as the propriety of the application made of those
abilities. They do not, indeed, question the propriety of practi-
cal Phrenology per se ; that is to say, the making of organolo-
gical examinations. They well know that on this the science
wholly rests, and that in accordance with the adequacy or inade-
quacy of its basis the noble superstructure itself must either
stand or fall. But it is ke which the name ¢ practical Phre-
nology” popularly conveys, to the expediency or legitimacy of
which they demur. In plain terms, they do not like to see a
trade made of the science. They conceive it derogatory to
the dignity of Phrenology as a philosophical study, that its
cultivators should live by its profession as a practical art.
This I believe to be a feeling—for it can scarcely take rank
as an opinion—very generally entertained amongst a certain
class of phrenologists ; and 1 confess that it was, at one time,
no stranger to my own mind. Yet it is evidently one which
cannot stand the test of impartial scrutiny. Nothing in the
application of Phrenology which is not immoral, can be dero-
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gatory to its dignity as a science. All sciences have their
related arts; and inquiry would shew that most of the great
men whom the world delights to honour for their labours in
the cause of science, have, at least at one period of their
lives—i. e. while they mere achieving their greatness,—been
practical men who followed the arts respectively related to the
various sciences whose principles they expounded, and whose
boundaries they enlarged. The physician, what is he but the
practical physiologist ¢ The surgeon, but the practical ana-
tomist ¢ The lawyer, but the practical jurist? Is it, then,
anything derogatory to the sciences of physiology, anatomy,
and jurisprudence, that their votaries are physicians, surgeons,
and lawyers, who live by their practice? The question excites '
a smile. Yet wherein is the difference between their cases
and that of the practical phrenologist who lives by /4és profes-
gion ? As far as the principle contended for is coneerned, I
can see none.

But the clear fact of the matter is, that, unless he had an
income altogether independent of his profession as phrenolo-
gist, no one could give his time wholly to the science with-
out deriving from it the means of support. In no other way
can the poor man be retained as an efficient advocate and pro-
pagator. And let no phrenolagist say, ‘ He is not wanted.”
He may be the very man required ; moulded by nature for the
express purpose, and carrying the credentials of his mission
written by her finger in phrenological characters on his frame.
However much we may practically forget it, ¢ the rank ¢s but
the guinea’s stamp ;”’ the man is everything: He is always
wanted. But, to assume for him a less ambitious position,—
one which will quadrate better with common experience,—
let us simply say, that he has an active, well-organized, not
undisciplined brain ; has seized upon the principles of Phreno-
logy, become satisfied of their truth, and felt upon himself
their beneficial influence. He sees their universal application,
and the immeasurable advantages which would result to so-
ciety from it, and is fired with the hope of being instrumental
to their introduction. But he is poor, and without name or
note among mankind ; and unless deriving support from his
labours he cannot labour. Homw—for the manner of the thing
seems now the only question remaining—How shall %e best
accomplish the double purpose of disseminating a knowledge
of the science and procuring the means of subsistence? If he
attempt to do so by lecturing, who will give their time and
attention to Aim,—the unknown, the undistinguished? who,
in a community of traffickers, will pay for a commodity of the
value of which they have no a priori means of judging? The



Phrenology in the United States.. 131

idea is preposterous ; if he clear the expenses of hall and ad-
vertisement, he may be thankful. But, by virtue of his science,
he knows that, the barrier before Acquisitiveness being re-
moved, curiosity will operate comparatively unchecked among
the people, and bring him an audience. He therefore lectures
gratuitously ; the requisite opportunity is afforded him ; he
enlists the reason and sympathy of his hearers in favour of the
novel doctrines; he demonstrates their eminently practical
character, and shews that their beneficial application is in the
power of every one who will make their acquaintance. The
seed falls not wholly into bad ground ; many are stimulated
to inquiry ; and, though not a few may seek him for the grati-
fication of a mere vulgar curiosity, others, from an enlightened
desire to know more of the subject, call upon him, and test
his ability and the truth of his science by an appeal to their
own organizations. Those who thus apply to him, by what-
ever motive influenced, cannot, with justice, expect the phre-
nologist to spend his time and attention on them without com-
pensation : ¢ Verily, the labourer is worthy of his hire ;* the
physician takes his fee ; the lawyer his ; why not the phreno-
logist ? Now, he finds, a fertile field has been opened for the
employment of his talents ; his personal necessities are ade-
quately provided for by the product of his honest labour ; he
spreads abroad a knowledge of the subject, and of its vast im-
portance in all the relations of life; and a most extensive
series of organological observations are literally thrust upon
him, by which,—for herein his character is at stake and his
faculties are necessarily vigorously exerted,—he acquires a
prodigious facility and accuracy of manipulation and predica-
tion, and compasses what Mr Combe justly considers * the
first step—the second, and the third step—to the formation of
the true phrenologist.” And thus are all his objects legiti-
mately, honourably, efficiently accomplished.

Let it not be supposed that this is a mere fancy sketch. [t
is no such thing ; but has more prototypes than one, probably
as well in this country as in the United States. There at
least they are to be met with. I have met them. But, of all
with whom I had the pleasure of intercourse in that country,
the most generally competent was, without doubt, the present
editor and proprietor of the American Phrenological Journal,
O. S. Fowler. Perhaps no phrenologist in any country has
attained greater facility and correctness as a manipulator than
he has done ; certainly no one that I have heard of has made
so many remarkable 4its, to use an expressive though some-
what vulgar term, in the predication of character from the
development of the head ; and no one has displayed more un-
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tiring zeal, or made relatively greater sacrifices, in dissemi-
nating the phrenological doctrines. Of him, and of his prac-
tice as a ¢ Eead-reader,” I hope the readers of this Journal
will not be averse to learn something. The history of the
condition of the science in any place always involves some-
thing of its professors; and vice versa. It is with a,view to
indicate to some extent the condition of Phrenology in the
States—what practical men have done and are doing for it—
- that I would now speak of him. But it is to his practice that
I would especially direct attention ; for therein will be found
very marked differences from the procedure of the practical
phrenologists of this country ; and as these differences appear
to be improvements well worthy adoption by the latter, they
will probably by them be received as such and adopted ac-
cordingly. Permit me, however, by way of introduction,
briefly to advert to his personal history as a phrenologist.

It was while a student at Amherst College, Massachusetts,
and just before entering upon a course of Moral Philosophy,
that Mr Fowler’s attention was first seriously directed to
Phrenology. Possessed of an active well-organized brain, he
grasped the subject with a hearty good will, and had no sooner
mastered its principles than he applied them to the discrimi-
nation and explanation of the characters of his fellow-students
and teachers with great success. On leaving college, he was
urged to lecture on the subject. He did so; and thencefor-
ward became entirely devoted to its diffusion. In conjunction
with his brother, Mr L. N. Fowler, who is now equally dis-
tinguished as a practical phrenologist, though apparently less
regardful of the literature of the science, he traversed the
principal part of his own country and the Canadas, lecturing,
and manipulating, and collecting facts and specimens in proof
and dllustration of its truth. His course, as may be imagined,
was not free from difficulties. The usual barriers which ig-
norance, bigotry, and prejudice oppose to the promulgation of
new truths had to be levelled or surmounted ; and many and
severe were the tests to which he and his brother were sub-
jected by stubborn incredulity. To such an extent, indeed,
has this testing been carried in America, that audiences have
been found who demanded not only an examination before
them of any stranger from their body, but that such examina-
tion should be conducted by the lecturers blindfolded! Yet,
such is the precision these gentlemen, by their extensive
practice, have attained, and such their confidence of the actual
verity of the details of Phrenology—a confidence always in