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A COMPLETE SYSTEM OF PHRENOLOGY.

(Continued.')
An individual, holding high station in church or 
state, gratifies his own pride the more he can 
elevate his master, and so his veneration be­
comes excited, as the minister of a weak master 
he would not ieel his own dignity, and destructive­
ness will then combine to punish those who will 
not bow down and worship as they are taught, 
and yield a blind obedience to the ruling powers.

Antagonists.— The principal antagonists to 
the undue activity of veneration, will be found 
in the reflective faculties, the perceptive faculties, 
which take cognizance of the attributes of bodies, 
rather aid the action of veneration; but, it is 
reflection, which seeking for the causes,and tracing 
out the relation between facts; and the sources 
from whence they spring, destroys the idols 
which ignorance and credulity have created, whe­
ther they be books, stones, customs, or carved 
blocks of wood. Reflection would confine vene­
ration in its action to parents, age, experience, 
wisdom, and in fact, only sanction respect for 
wliat is really superior, and so proved to be, that 
all the world may appreciate the excellence: all 
blind gratification of the feelings, tend to impede 
man’s progression.

Manifestations.—This faculty shews itself 
under as manygphases as there are varieties of 
organization, and circumstances in which indi­
viduals can be placed, giving rise merely to the 
blind feeling or inclination, connected with its 
activity, but in no ways determining the merits 
of the object to which it is addressed, thus the 
feeling of veneration may be equally strong in 
the individual who bows before a rudely carved 
block of wood, or any Indian idol or symbol, and 
the one who reverentially observes the forms, 
and worships the images, and ceremonies of the 
Catholic or reformed church, or any of the many 
and al most endless variety of dissenting churches.
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—Opposition between the philosophy of
Gall and Spurzheim, and the new Phrcno-
magnetic theories........................... 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

EXTRACTS:—
Dr. Gall on Instinct and Understanding . 15

CORRESPONDENCE
Alleged causes of Mesmerism .... 11
Notices to Correspondents............................. 16

The feeling may equally exist, as in these cases, 
in the worshipping of any other system, and its 
propounders; as we see in those French and 
English philosophers, who have been denounced 
as atheists, because they had a tendency to act 
with deference, respect, and submission, to other 
objects, than those to which the same feeling 
had been directed in their accusers.

It will be seen that the existence of this feeling . o
is necessary to keep men in a state of society. 
Respect and veneration must be felt for the laws, 
law makers, and executors; but, unless this feeling 
acts in combination or through the intellect, it 
becomes the means by which people are held in 
slavery, by their blind veneration for established 
forms and things, independent of their worth or 
merit; and, in all ages have crafty rulers thus 
enslaved the people, and encroached upon their 
rights; that social order and government may 
be established on a rational basis, the people’s in­
tellect must be cultivated to direct their feeling, 
and the men in power must act and govern in 
accordance with the intellectual and moral laws 
of human nature. Men will then approve, and 
not only find a pleasure in obeying laws, bas<d 
on this just foundation, but each will for his 
own sake become a maintainer and avenger of 
the laws, should they be in any way evaded or 
violated. When the people’s intellectual pov\ er 
advances faster than the improvements in legis­
lative enactments, they do not yield obedience 
blindly to that which does not satisfy their reason; 
they demand right, not precedent, and if they are 
attempted to be restrained by force, the attempt 
can only partially succeed, till there are enough 
enlightened; when a natural convulsion is the 
unavoidable result, of the mind of many forcing 
onwards the few who would remain stationary 
The revulsion may be one of moral, or of phy­
sical force, but come it must unless the rulers of 
a nation are enlightened enough to modify the 
institutions, in relation to the increasing intelli­
gence of the age.
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This faculty combines with all the other 
feelings and intellectual talents, and produces a 
modification of their manifestations; with large 
combativeness and destructiveness, much respect 
is felt for warriors, and eagerness will be shewn to 
see them, to pay them marks of respect and honor, 
in proportion to the extent of misery and devasta­
tion they have produced, and the predominance 
of these feelings over the reasoning powers of the 
adorators; with large amativeness, deference will 
be paid to the opposite sex; with acquisitiveness, 
the man, who has accumulated most money, and 
who is known to possess his millions, will be bowed 
to, and looked up to as a superior being, without 
any investigation as to the means by which the 
almost boundless treasure has been acquired. In 
its harmonious action, it gives general respect 
and deference, in actions and words, towards rank, 
age, or ability; combined with self-esteem, it gives 
a love of the unique, with a desire for exclusive­
ness, and this combination is perhaps the cause of 
the dread of innovation, an innate love of things 
as they are, and a dread of admitting others to 
jrivi’eges, considered to be the right of an exclu­
sive class; when in action with love of appro­
bation, it leads to great deference being shown to 
others, it is difficult for an individual so organized 
to oppose the opinions or wishes of others; this is 
a good organization for domestic servants,if there 
is general moral feeling enough to restrain syco­
phancy, even to falsehood. This organ is generally 
more developed in the female than the male head, 
and their general respectful and deferential deport- 
is known, their fond clinging to what they have 
been taught to love and respect; the man in 
marriage promises to love the wife as himself, 
the wife promises to honor and obey the husband, 
which bespeaks a natural condition of respect, for 
which she is fitted by her organization.

Many phrenologists have drawn the inference 
from the existence of this organ, that there must 
be a God, and Mr. Combe, among others, main­
tains this point. We have shewn that this organ 
is a blind feeling, and can form no ideas at all; 
if the reverse were true, those with large venera­
tion wo.ild have a clear and distinct notion on the 
subject, while those with small would be left in the 
dark upon this point; but, observation proves 
that the idea formed of the ruling power depends 
upon the intellect. Men, with an equal share of 
veneration, have maintained the most opposite 
views in this respect, according as the intellect, 
and other moral powers, or the animal feelings, 
have predominated. We have had representations 
o a cruel and jealous God, annihilating his tens 
of thousands: we have had a merciful, kind, and 
forgiving judge, leading all in the gentle bonds 
of love, to an everlasting scene of bliss and en­
joyment, but these enjoyments have been varied 
according to peculiar views; somo have made 
them to consist in eating and drinking, while 
others have imagined heaven to be the enjoy­
ment of angelic women. In our own country the 
notion (albeit we are not a musical nation) is 
more, frequently associated with singing and 
playing trumpets—others have represented God 
as good, but strictly just, dooming those who 

offend to everlasting torments and suffering; in 
fact, there have been as many different notions 
on this subject as individual natures, if endea­
voured to explain that which is beyond the ken 
of man's vision, as he is at present constituted. 
In proportion to the development of this organ 
in children, other things being equal, will they 
be observed to be more or less tractable, and obe­
dient to their teachers and elders ?

Examples.—We may particularly mehtion 
Walter Scott, as an example—in the busts of his 
head this organ is shewn as most remarkably 
developed—this organ is exaggerated in most 
of these busts, but the organ w'as very large in 
his case; and the writings and life of this emi­
nent man shew how much he was under the con­
trol of this feeling. It is, also, very large in 
the Abbe Gaultier, governor of the deaf and 
dumb school, in Paris. It is large in the head 
of Spurzheim, who displayed in his general cha­
racter, much veneration and respect; the negro 
Eustache, Dr. Dodd, and in fact, examples may 
be found of this organ being large in the heads 
of all classes of people. Many brigands and no­
torious robbers have this organ; and many, when 
removed from the exciting circumstances to their 
animal feelings, have shown much devotional 
ardour. Some among robbers never would com­
mit sacrilege—others would bestow part of their 
plunder on religious institutions, or even pause in 
the commission of a crime, to cross themselves. 
We need not go among the mountains of Spain 
or Italy, for examples of religion and robbery 
mingling in men’s minds,—in our country how 
many thousands may be pointed at who observe 
in accordance with their feelings, religious obser­
vations at certain periods, and are principally en­
gaged at other times in taking advantages in 
trade, or professionally, that is, morally, robbing; 
although, they too often contrive to evade the 
laws of man’s make, and as far as gratification 
can make a man happy, they possess every pos­
sible earthly happiness, and appear to live on to 
a good old age, undisturbed by stings of con­
scientiousness ; their veneration manifesting itself 
in an increased degree, as old age comes on, and 
something like a retribution is often made, by 
building churches, and by liberal subscriptious to 
charitable institutions. Oberlin had a very strong 
feeling of veneration, and the organ was very 
large—in connection with his firmness it became 
the means of the wide-spreading blessings he 
disseminated, but always was he guided by an 
enquiring intellect.

Animals.—To many it appears somewhat akin 
to profanation, to assert that animals have ve­
neration ; but, if facts shew that they have a 
feeling evidently the same, under modifications 
resulting from their peculiar natures, we need 
not hesitate to admit from any fear of degrading 
man by a comparison with brutes. Among many 
of the vertebrated animals, a chief is chosen, and 
the others pay to him a deference—this may be 
seen in flocks of sheep and troops of wild horses.

To be Continued-
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ON THE INFLUENCE OF “EDUCATION 
AND CIRCUMSTANCES" IN MODIFYING 
CHARACTER AND ORGANIZATION.

(By the Editor.)
It will be in tlie recollection of our readers 

that at page 333 of the first series of the Jour­
nal we expressed an intention of laying before 
them, at the termination of our lecture, our ideas 
on the important subject of the influence of edu. 
cation in modifying character and organization. 
We now proceed to redeem that promise. We 
feel particularly anxious to call attention to this 
subject, because it is really a great stumbling- 
block in our way. We have much to say upon 
many questions of great importance in con­
nection with phrenology, and we have no fancy 
for vague argumentation, or unnecessary con­
troversy. We wish to arrive, as speedily as 
practicable, at decided results, one wa^ or the 
other. If our views be true, the sooner they are 
received the better; if otherwise, the sooner their 
fallacy is made apparent the better. Now, there 
cannot be a greater obstacle to the realization of 
such a wish, than to admit into discussion vague­
ness of any kind. How can controversies be 
otherwise than interminable if we admit, as ne­
cessary elements of our calculations, forces of 
which no one knows the precise value, of which 
every reasoner makes a more or less different es­
timate. To us it appears that the present sys­
tem of phrenology is, in many essential points, 
peculiarly obnoxious to the charge of vagueness, 
and that the most pernicious results are the 
consequence. We do not blame any one for 
this, it is quite natural that it should be so; in­
deed, in an enquiry of this nature, the clearest 
and most profound thinkers cannot hope to avoid 
all faults of this kind. But that is no reason 
why we should not perpetually struggle against 
them. Only in proportion as wo do avoid them 
is our knowledge of practical utility, and likely 
to be progressive. The real foe to progress in 
philosophy, in mental philosophy especially, is 
not ignorance, but. false knowledge. Bestow 
talent and curiosity on mere ignorance, and she 
will soon attain to knowledge; bestow them up­
on false knowledge, and endless deviations from 
truth may be the only consequence. A single 
mystification may arrest the march of philo­
sophy for centuries. Qur only safeguard, then, 
lies in a perpetual watchfulness over ourselves 
and others, and a determination never to rest 
satisfied with any results, or statements, that are 
not definite and clear. We may not always be 
successful in our endeavours, we may often de­
ceive ourselves, but we are in the right path. 
Whatever is gained in any other path is the re­
sult of accident. When we think of the vast­
ness and novelty of the task which the founders 
of our science had to perform, it would be most 
unreasonable not to make every allowance for 
the imperfections which may be discovered in 
their system. But we their desciples, are not 
entitled to any such indulgence. We have no 
herculean task to perform. We have time and 
opportunity enough to look narrowly into all de­
tails ; we are quite numerous enough to perfect 

phrenology, if we will only work judiciously, 
and emulate the independence of thought, and 
love of truth, which distinguished its founders. 
Surely hundreds of labourers may do something ■ 
valuable, when two have done so much. We trust, 
then, that the present attempt to throw light upon 
some of the obscurities of our science, will arrest 
the attention of our brethren, because, from the 
course we have adopted, and the principles that 
guide us, these papers can hardly fail of being of 
some advantage, even if we are entirely unsuc­
cessful in supporting our own positions. Those 
who write with an anxious and paramount de­
sire of arriving at entire accuracy, can hardly 
write altogether in vain. Some truth must be 
made more evident by their labours, even 
though that truth may bear against themselves.

The subject wre have now in hand, though of 
the greatest importance in a phrenological point 
of view, is far from being a merely phrenologi­
cal question. It bears, more or less, upon every 
branch of natural history, and has played a part 
of infinite importance in the systems of many 
philosophers. What is there in the myriad 
varieties of animate nature, that the influences 
of circumstances and education have not, accord­
ing to some, accounted for ? They have created 
instincts and organs, they have converted fishes 
into reptiles, reptiles into quadrupeds, quadru­
peds into monkeys, and monkeys into men; and, 
even at the present day, few persons can see any 
difficulty in their blanching the negro, or black­
ening the Caucasian, in their converting the sa­
vage to civilization, and every civilzed man into 
a philosopher. One would have imagined that 
influences of such alleged importance would have 
been long since carefully studied and accurately 
defined. That we should be either able to say 
how it was that they produced the results attri­
buted to them, or, if this -was not possible, that 
we should, at least, have accumulated numerous, 
plain, and w ell sifted facts, and have taken every 
reasonable precaution against error, before rely­
ing with such confidence upon mere circumstan­
tial evidence. And yet nothing of the kind has 
been done. So far from it, these views are, at 
the best, founded upon an extremely limited 
range of facts, all explicable upon a very 
different principle, while they are at direct vari­
ance with a far larger class of facts. Some por­
tions of them are, to the last degree, theoretical 
and gratuitous; they can hardly claim the 
countenance of a single well ascertained fact. 
Indeed, at the present day, it would be wholly 
superfluous to reason against them. How is it 
then that such views have come to be so gene­
rally received, and that some of them have had 
such a long and unquestioned sway? There are 
many reasons for this. Some of them carry 
a certain air of plausibility about them, while 
their vagueness enables each one to adapt them 
to his own peculiar fancies, and by accounting, 
in some degree, for all the more superficial diffi­
culties, they save the trouble of deep thinking, 
or close observation. Others are flattering to 
the self-respect of the masses of mankind; others 
harmonize with prevailing religious views; and 
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others again are acceptable to certain parties, be- I 
cause they are in opposition to these same views. 
There are, in fact, abundant reasons for their 
acceptance, without admitting their truth.

Ir is by no means our purpose to deny all in­
fluence to education and external circumstances, 
in the modification of character and organiza­
tion. On. the contrary, we admit it to be ex­
tremely important, in several respects, though, 
on the whole, infinitely less so, than has gene­
rally been thought. However, our present ob­
ject is investigation, rather than the mainte­
nance of any particular theory. We do not even 
know the exact results at which we shall arrive 
by the close of the argument. We have, of 
course, our opinions upon the matter, at the pre­
sent ; but, in the case of a difficult investigation, 
it is not the first time we have sat down to write 
with one opinion, and finished with the opposite. 
Should such be the case with this discussion, our 
readers will not have to charge us with shrink­
ing from any of the consequences of the argu­
ment. We have really no feeling in the matter 
that can for an instant be put in competition with 
truth, and we trust our readers will meet us in the 
same spirit, and give whatever aid may be in 
their power, towards the correct solution of a 
question, so closely connected with their favorite 
science.

We have not, in the present case, traced out 
for ourselves the plan of a very laborious or 
formal essay. However desirable such a thing 
might be, we have not the leisure for accomplish­
ing it. Indeed, we have so much to say to our 
readers on a variety of subjects, that we shall be 
obliged in most cases, to sacrifice our desire for 
completeness, and endeavour, simply, to be use­
ful. We shall, however, in the present instance, 
proceed with as much regularity as circumstan­
ces will permit. We purpose to arrange our 
remarks under three principle heads; examining, 
in the first place, the influences of education, 
properly so called; in the second, the influences 
of social position generally; and in the third, 
those of a more purely physical character. 
Each of these divisions will embrace several sub­
ordinate sections.

Part 1st.—Section 1st.
1 he influence of education on the external senses.

Some naturalists have gone so far as to assert, 
that external circumstances, necessity, exercise, 
attention, and so forth, have actually created 
many, if not all our instincts and faculties. This 
opinion must, at the present day, appear too ex­
travagant to need any formal refutation. There 
must be few persons, having the slightest preten­
sions to anatomical or physiological knowledge, 
who are not quite satisfied that the human mind 
acts entirely through the instrumentality of ma- 
terial organs, and that its manifestations are, at 
all times, dependent on the precise condition of 
those organs. From this it follows, that the 
development ;of the organ must always preceed 
the mental manifestation; and we find, in point 
of fact, that until an organ approximates to 
completeness, no manifestation whatever of the 

power dependent on it takes place, however 
favourable circumstances may be. Thus, though 
the cerebellum has considerable development in 
infancy, no manifestation whatever of sexual 
feeling takes place; and yet, the child is as com­
pletely surrounded by sexual excitements, as the 
adult. Or let there be a slight imperfection in 
the visual or acoustic apparatuses, and who does 
not know, that the constant blaze of sunshine, 
or the eternal roar of Niagara, would utterly 
fail in awakening in the mind, the faintest idea 
or sensation of light or sound ? Equally striking 
is the case of certain idiots. Placed in the most 
favourable circumstances, from infancy to old 
age, they remain as unconscious of certain ranges 
of thought and feeling at the termination of life, 
as they were at its commencement. And yet 
the corresponding organs had a certain amount 
of development. It may, perhaps, be objected, 
that a peculiar deficiency or obstruction in orga­
nization, might be a greater obstacle to the force 
of circumstances, than an entire deficiency, and 
that it might be easier to create than to cure. 
If the question was to be one of mere surmise, 
an objection of this kind might be tolerable 
enough. But such is not the case; it is one 
which permits a direct appeal to the evidence of 
facts. To frame a theory upon mere hypothesis, 
and support it by mere surmises, may be some­
what excusable when we have no better resources 
at our disposal; but to oppose such a theory to 
one supported by a numerous array of facts, 
would be absurd in the extreme. It will, how­
ever, be quite time enough to consider the force 
of such objections as these, when we find them 
supported by some direct evidence. At present 
we shall merely cite against them the following 
series of facts. It is universally found, that or­
ganic development proceeds mental manifesta­
tion, and determines its character throughout 
the whole period of existence. It is found that 
whenever any organ is complete at birth, the 
corresponding mental manifestation is equally 
so, anterior to all education, instruction, or exer­
cise. It is also found that each organ has its 
appropriate excitant; that this excitant can act 
upon that organ only; and, besides, that it can 
only excite it when the organ is in certain states 
of development and health. If things be thus, 
it is self-evident that no excitant can create an 
organ. These few remarks are more than enough 
upon the present point; the more especially as 
every subsequent argument will have a direct 
bearing upon it. If we can show that educa­
tion and circumstances have but a very limited 
influence in improving organs already in the 
most favourable state for their action, a fortiori, 
must they be powerless when there is no organi­
zation at all to act upon. We shall proceed, 
then, at once to our proper subject.

It is asserted, that all our faculties may be 
greatly improved by proper exercise; that their 
natural condition gives but a faint idea of the 
state to which education may carry them ; that, 
in fact, uncultivated, they are like marble in the 
quarry, or the diamond in the rough. Now, 
there are certainly many appearances in favour
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of these assertions. It is unquestionable that a 
man's capacity in the aggregate, as well as par­
ticular kinds of talent, may, within certain limits, 
be greatly increased by cultivation. No one 
can possibly doubt of that. But the question 
is, does the change result from a positive, 
and great increase of power in the individual 
faculties concerned; or is it rather a consequence 
of the increased readiness with which various 
faculties mutually aid each other, together with 
the immense advantanges resulting from the in­
crease of knowledge that always attends judicious 
exercise ? This is the point to be determined. 
We shall commence our reasonings with the 
external senses, and from them proceed regularly 
to the other intellectual powers, and subseqently 
to the feelings, and it must be borne in mind, 
that the assertions we are about to examine have 
a universal application; that they have not been 
applied merely to one power, or set of powers, 
but to all powers, and their organs. And this 
is so far right. There is no apparent reason 
why exceptions should be made. If one mental 
organ may be increased in power and activity 
by proper exercise, there appears no reason why 
every one should not be capable of similar and 
equal improvement. But if, on the other hand, 
it can be shewn that the utmost amount of exer­
cise fails in producing any increase of power 
in a certain organ, there is equal reason for 
generalizing that fact, unless, indeed, it can be 
shewn that there is some decided peculiarity in 
the case, some very clear evidence against its 
applicability to other organs. But if the same 
can be proved of many organs, the probability 
of its universal application becomes proportion­
ally increased. We have now to consider whe­
ther such a thing can be proved at all, and if so, 
of how many faculties it can be proved.

(To be continued.)

THE
PEOPLE’S PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL.

Tiie last number of the Journal having an­
nounced the transfer of its editorial management 
the increase in its size, and other contemplated 
improvements, there seems but little that re­
quires, from us, any further explanation;—our 
remarks, therfore, on the present occasion, shall 
be very brief.

The Journal, in our hands, will be conducted 
upon the same principles of independence, and 
fairness, which have hitherto characterized it. 
We shall never hesitate to announce, and advo­
cate our own opinions, freely, and fully,—but we 
shall, at the same time, be always ready to afford 
to others, every facility, in our power, for the 
announcement, and advocacy of theirs. Every 
communication of merit will be welcome to our 
pages, however it may differ from our own 
views, or those of other phrenologists, provided, 

of course, it be unobjectionable on the score of 
controversial, and social propriety. We have 
no sympathy, whatever, with that spirit which 
is, at present, subdividing phrenologists into so 
many jarring, if not intollerant sects. Our ob­
ject is simply to arrive at truth, as speedily, and 
completely as possible: whether it be found in 
this quarter, or in that quarter, is, after all, a 
matter of very secondary consequence.

The increased size of the work, and the time 
at our disposal, will enable us to introduce some 
necessary improvements. We shall have much 
to say in the way of criticism, and we have 
a variety of novel views to bring forward, which 
will, we trust, give rise to many interesting com­
munications, and discussions. But it is unneces­
sary to dwell upon these points now. Our 
readers will soon be in a condition to judge for 
themselves; and it is always more agreeable to 
give deeds, than promises.

The subject of mesmerism is, at present, occu­
pying so much of the attention of phrenologists,' 
and its bearing upon the science is so much 
a matter of dispute, that our readers will na­
turally be anxious to know how we shall conduct 
ourselves in regard to it. We have to observe, 
then, that we are believers in the reality of the 
mesmeric influence, generally, and, moreover, 
that we have seen sufficient to satisfy us that the 
cerebral organs may be specially excited by it: 
but we differ extremely from many of the con­
clusions arrived at by the generality of phreno- 
merists, nor do we see the least evidence in fa­
vour of that multitudinous array of organs 
which some of them have introduced. ;We are 
not at all disposed to question the facts upon 
which these various opinions are founded: we 
merely dispute the accuracy of the deductions 
made from these facts. To us it appears that 
the phenomena following the excitation of par­
ticular organs are, in almost all cases, to say the 
least, extremely complex; that, consequently, 
wherever an organ is excited, others, whether 
near or remote, whether by what is called sym- . 
pathy, or by the direct influence of the magne­
tic current, enter, into action also, and, therefore, 
that in almost all cases, the nicest discrimination, 
and the most careful analysis, are requisite be­
fore we are entitled to assign to different organs 
their share in the phenomena, or pronounce up­
on the existence of new faculties. Such are our 
individual opinions on the matter. We look 
upon the general question of mesmerism with 
the greatest interest, but we are not by any 
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means sanguine as to its becoming a groat source 
of phrenological discovery. At the same time 
we shall not be surprised if the result be other­
wise when experiments shall be conducted with 
all the philosophical rigour which the peculiar 
nature of the case requires; nor shall we be as­
tonished if valuable truths are occasionally deve­
loped, even through the agency of the loose and 
random experiments that are usually made at 
present. Upon various accounts, then, we feel 
greatly interested in the progress of mesmeric 
experiments, and we shall be happy to receive 
any commications on the subject that are likely 
to benefit or interest our readers. But we shall 
jealously watch the phrenological bearings of 
these experiments; .for we think the present, 
emphatically, a period in which phrenology re­
quires to.be protected against its friends. In 
making this assertion we do not forget that we 
are ourselves in the class of innovators, and that 
many will think we require to be watched as 
well as our neighbours. On the contrary, we 
wish this to be continually borne in mind; and 
as our only object is truth, we are anxious that 
all our views should be subjected to the most 
rigid and jealous scrutiny. All we ask for is, 
that they may not be rejected without scrutiny.

' We have now only to add that no labour or 
time will be spared on our part, to render 
“ The People’s Phrenological Journal” deserv­
ing of the support of all interested in the ad­
vancement of phrenology.

L. Burke.

Our readers may remember that some enquiries 
of ours, inserted at page 320, No. xxvii. of the 
Journal, respecting Mr. Atkinson’s views of the 
functions of the cerebellum, were answered by the 
publication of the paper read by that gentleman 
before the late meeting of the Phren. Association. 
It was our intention at the completion of the paper, 
to have made some remarks upon the subject of 
the new organs mentioned in it, but circumstan­
ces have prevented this • intention from being 
carried into effect, as early as we could have 
wished. We now, however, proceed to fulfil 
our promise in reference to the subject.

’ We have been much interested by this paper 
in many respects, dissatisfied in others. Its most 
obvious defect, is the pompous and oracular tone 
which pervades the whole of it. It is annoying 
to find a fault of this kind, which might have 
been so easily avoided, marring the effect of 
what would, otherwise, be a very interesting 

communication. Such a fault in a person of 
inferior abilities, would be simply amusing ; but 
Mr. Atkinson is a clever men, a good reasoner, 
and, apart from this peculiarity, a clear, pleasing, 
and forcible writer, and, therefore, one can hardly 
avoid being a little angry with him, when we 
see him committing such a blunder as this, for 
it is, in truth, more than a fault. No man, how­
ever great, can afford to announce his opinions 
in this style. Mere bombast may pass very well 
with some readers, but this way of laying 
down the law immediately, and invariably, 
arouses a feeliDg of opposition in all who do not 
happen to have some special sympathy with the 
Writer, or with his opinions.

There are a variety of matters alluded to in 
this article which are foreign to our purpose. 
With many of its opinions we of course agree; 
in regard to others, those especially relating to 
the question of materialism, we differ greatly 
with Mr. Atkinson. However, we shall say 
nothing upon these matters at present. The 
paper, on the whole, is written with great clear­
ness and precision, but there is one portion of it 
to which the remark appears by no means ap­
plicable, and, most unfortunately, that is the 
verypart which it is of most consequence to un­
derstand—that in which he describes the situa­
tions and functions of the new organs which he 
has discovered in the cerebellum. The passage 
in question is as follows:—

‘'There are four great primitive powers in the 
cerebellum, besides amativeness. That portion 
nearest the ear, being the desire of muscular action, 
and this seems to be divided again; a small part 
quite beneath the ear, possibly having relation to the 
action of physical destruction, and the rest to that 
of physical contention, opposing in action, tugging, 
fighting, and contending. The primitive powers, 
probably being the simple desire of action, and 
again, to contend or overcome: we obtain the single 
action of these, or indeed any other organ, best in 
those who are not very excitable, whose combina­
tions are not so rapidly induced as in some. In fact, 
these would be to the more physical powers, so to 
speak, what destructiveness and combativeness are 
to the mental,—they are quite distinct. At the top 
of the cerebellum, half-way between the ear and 
the occiput, is the organ of muscular sense, a power 
chiefly giving a knowledge or feeling of the state 
of the muscles, and of their power to act. Beneath 
this is muscular power, giving strength and force, 

■ inducing a desire to exert it, in working, walking, 
lifting. &c., according as it may be directed by other 
powers. And in the centre we have amativeness, 
and a physical sense, a sense of the functional con­
dition—the feeling of heat and cold, and pain, of 
health and disease, or of the. general internal and 
physical condition of the body, without reference to 
the muscles. Here, then, we seem to have comple­
ted, in a most beautiful and satisfactory manner, 
what was deficient, and what has been the cause of 
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so much controversy-—a knowledge, the importance 
;of which to our health and happiness we can scarcely 
too highly appreciate.”

This is all the information that is given us 
respecting the nature and functions of these or­
gans—Mr. Atkinson seems to consider it abun­
dantly sufficient. To us it is the very reverse. 
We can only arrive at one of two conclusions 
in reference to it, either we do not understand it, 
or it is most unphrenological. We arc perhaps 
dull of comprehension in the case. We suppose 
it must be so, for Mr. Atkinson assures us that 
nothing can be more certain, or satisfactory. 
We shall endeavour, hereafter, to dissect this 
statement; but in the mean time the reader will 
naturally ask how has Mr. Atkinson ascertained 
these things ? Upon what facts does he found 
his conclusions, and by what arguments does he 
shew that these conclusions necessarily follow 
from his facts ? Why, a mesmerized lady told 
him all about the matter I —told him the situa­
tion of the organs, and the functions of the or­
gans. He had nothing to do but to ask ques­
tions, and register her answers. Just as the 
current of conversation happened to call into 
action different organs, did the lady, we are told, 
point to their exact localities, of her own impulse, 
without any guidance or previous suggestion 
whatever. The case, indeod, as hero related, is 
singular and interesting, and we have not the 
least doubt that Mr. Atkinson has related it with 
perfect fidelity, as far as his own impressions are 
concerned : at the same time, it is impossible to 
avoid smiling at the enthusiasm which leads 
him to behold, in a mesmerized female, an un­
erring expounder of the mysteries of mind. It 
was all the same to her, he says, whether the 
case was difficult or easy, whether she spoke of 
a knowm power, or a new one, every thing was 
told with equal ease, with equal clearness, and 
W’ith equal accuracy 1 But let us hear Mr. At­
kinson himself.

"When I enquired about the muscular powers, 
this lady at once pointed to parts of tho cerebellum, 
and described the peculiar functions in the same 
impressive manner, and with the same readiness as 
on all other occasions: it was all the same to her, a 
known power or a new one, were spoken of with pre­
cisely the same ease and care, for she spoke only 
from what she felt, and of what she was ignorant of 
quite, in her ordinary condition, and of that of which 
I had not the least conception. I was much per­
plexed with her descriptions at first, it seemed so to 
war against our previous ideas; but I persevered, 
and enquired again and again, in every possible 
way, every word being taken down at the time. I 
could detect no error; her explanations were so 
clear, so logical, and so beautifully expressed, that I 
could not hesitate to receive what was told me as a 
most important revelation.”

It is a pity that Mr. Atkinson has not fur­
nished us with some of these clear and logical 
explanations, for the account before us must be 
considered meagre indeed, when it is remem­
bered that we aro called upon to receive, on the 
faith of it, four or five new organs into our 
catalogue. To be sure Mr. Atkinson tells us 
that if wo are not satisfied, we may go and ex­
periment for ourselves. This certainly is a very 
simple way of settling tho matter, and it might 
be reasonable enough in a caso in which opinions 
were incidentally alluded to. But where they 
aro brought forward so directly, and emphati­
cally, as matters that admit of no reasonable 
doubt whatever, people have a right to expect 
that they shall be, at least tolerably well sup­
ported by facts, or arguments, and by both, when 
tho case admits of it. Mr. Atkinson tells us, 
that tho proofs of tho truth of his opinions are 
most abundant, he tells us the different sources 
from which these proofs are derived, and the kind 
of experiments to be performed in order to 
obtain them; but he does not furnish us with 
any thing that can be called a statement of 
facts. If we adopt his opinions, we must do so 
upon faith; not upon the faith of his senses, 
merely, but upon that of his judgment also. 
We trust there are but few phrenologists who 
will be satisfied with this way of settling matters. 
But perhaps Mr. Atkinson has given us reason­
ing, if not facts. Nothing of the kind, unless, 
indeed, the passages we havo quoted can be 
called such. His paper is essentially didictic 
there is about as much argument in it, as 
in one of tho responses of the Delphic oracle. 
Now when it is considered that these discoveries 
wero formally laid before, what must be re­
garded, in theory at least, as an important 
congress of phrenologiots—that they were an­
nounced, not merely as conjectural, or probable, 
but as most certain, as established by the most 
abundant and satisfactory evidence—it must be 
confessed that tho materials furnished to tho 
meeting to exercise its judgment upon, were, to 
the last degree, insufficient, while, at tho same 
time, the members were^tantalized with the an­
nouncement that there was a superabundance of 
evidenco that might have been brought forward. 
To be sure Mr. Atkinson alludes to different 
facts, that appear to him confirmatory of his 
theory,—for, instance, he tells us;—• 
"I have excited these powers in children, in their 
ordinary sleep, and caused them to rise and perform 
.certain movements, and then to lie down again with 
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out waking. I can produce catalepsy by exciting 
one power, and remove it by touching another.”

" Fatigue will cause pain in the muscular powers 
of the cerebellum ; in fits, pain is often experienced 
in these parts of the head.”

“ The action of laughing causes pain in the ce­
rebellum.”

" Touch the central organ, and they (the patients) 
feel pain ; remove the finger, and they arc again in­
sensible; heat and cold are felt in this part.”

“ A boy who had one eyelid closed, so that he 
could not open it for some days, being in a partial 
mesmeric state, had a pain in muscular sense.” &c. 
But such vague announcements as these cannot 
be called a statement of facts. They might do 
very well in a popular lecture, or addressed to 
persons disposed to receive opinions on the faith 
of the speaker, but they are not evidence to those 
who wish to judge for themselves. After all, 
we should not of thought of making these com­
plaints were it not for the enormous importance 
which Mr. Atkinson has attached to these dis­
coveries, and his extraordinary mode of demand­
ing for them the belief and admiration of phre­
nologists. They have now been announced to 
the association, in two successive years,—there 
has been time enough to collect and publish facts 
in reference to them,—but it would really seem 
as if Mr. Atkinson did not consider any thing of 
the kind necessary. Now it must be remembered 
that it is not every one who has proper opportu­
nities for mesmeric experiments. It is not every 
one who is able to mesmerise—at all events, with 
sufficient power. Every mesmeriser cannot pro­
duce the same effects, nor can every patient be 
made to exhibit the required phenomena. A 
phrenologist of the old school might very fairly 
tell his auditors to make observations for them­
selves on any particular parts of the head, in re­
ference to alleged discoveries, because the mate­
rials for observation are always at hand, and it 
requires but a moderate degree of skill to judge 
in strongly marked cases; but things are very 
different in regard to mesmeric experiments, and 
therefore, those who call upon us to receive new 
doctrines on the faith of them, ought to furnish 
us with numerous, and clearly stated facts. Im 
deed the very nature of mesmeric phenomena 
requires that experiments should be stated with 
minute accuracy. As, however, we cannot have 
things as we wish ¡in this case, we must take 
them as we find them, and judge as well as we 
can by the materials before us. If Mr. Atkin­
son’s opinions are correct, they will of course be 
consistent with themselves, and in harmony with 
all known facts; we ¿hall endeavour to ascetain 
how far this is the case. But as this enquiry

will far exceed the bounds of a single article, we 
shall for the present break off, and resume the 
argument next week. If we have spoken our 
opinions thus freely of Mr. Atkinson's paper, it 
is because we think him worth finding fault 
with. Had we less respect for his talents and 
acquirements, we should certainly have dealt far 
more gently with his communication.

The Phrcno-magnetic discoveries which have 
within the past year or so overflowed the land like 
a second deluge, have carried in their train one 
consequence, at least, which is any thing but 
comfortable or flattering to the old professors of 
Phrenology. Hitherto Phrenologists with an 
egregious simplicity for which they richly merit 
the punishment that now awaits them, have 
taken it into their heads, pretty nearly as a matter 
of course, that it was actually the design of 
Nature, to render their science of practical utility 
in the every day affairs of life, by enabling them 
to predict from external appearances, the number, 
the development, and the functions of the cere­
bral organs. Nay, they have gone so far, as to 
imagine that nearly all these organs were already 
discovered, and their functions tolerably well 
ascertained ; and upon the strength of this con­
viction they have set to work, to the right and 
to the left, reading off the dispositions and talents 
of all that came in their way, from the characters 
which they imagined the hand of Nature had 
traced upon the surface of their skulls. Never 
was delusion more complete. Subjects and 
operators were equally under its dominion. 
There were bunglers of course, in the art, but 
there were also practitioners who were not bun­
glers, who carried out, ligitimately, the conse­
quences of their theory, and extraordinary were 
the result of their labours. We have heard cha­
racter, often in its very minutiae, read, as from’an 
open volume. We have seen auditors filled with 
astonishment and enthusiasm, and the teais start­
ing to the eyes of youth and beauty in very awe 
of the minuteness and accuracy of the revelations 
made to them. And to think that all this was 
a pure delusion: that all the while Nature was 
laughing in her sleeve at the absurdities we were 
perpetrating: at the infatuation which could 
believe’her capable of thus revealing her secrets! 
How all parties—operators, subjects and friends, 
could be thus deceived, we cannot of course con­
jecture; but deceived they undoubtedly have 
been most completely, for the discoveries of 
Phreno-mesmerism prove, as clearly as_ the light 
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of day, that it is utterly impossible to predict 
with the least probability, any thing whatever ol 
character from an examination of the head. 
Can any thing be more ridiculous than the idea 
of Phrenologists predicting character, under the 
impression that there were, no moro than 
some thirty or forty primitive powers, when 
in point of fact, there are hundreds, most ol 
which, nobody had then ever dreamed of, or 
could by any possibility dream of, truth being in 
this case, as well as in many others, infinitely 
stronger than any fiction, Imagine for an in­
stant, a Phrenologist expatiating on a fine de­
velopment of philoprogenitiveness, extending its 
sphere of action from the offspring of the patient, 
to those of friends and relations, to children in 
general, to the young of other animals, to every­
thing indeed animate or inanimate, that gives 
rise, even by analogy, to the ideas of youth and 
feebleness, and then addressing himself to his sub­
ject thus: “ Madam, your sympathies are liable to 
be more or less affected by all these objects, as the 
case may be. If the more powerful and legitimate 
are wanting, the less so will be made to serve 
their place. If you have not children to bestow 
your affection upon, you will surround yourself 
with pets of various kinds, such as chance may 
throw into your way, or the idiosyncrasies of 
your character may lead you to select; and upon 
these you will lavish a love which might, under 
other circumstances, have constituted the felicity 
of a domestic circle.” A very fine speech this, 
Mr. Phrenologist assuredly, but it so happens that 
the organ of the love of pets is in this case down 
at zero, while its negative is up at fever heat, and 
the ¡lady must, in consequence, notwithstanding 
lier.philoprogenitivenes, utterly abominate all 
cats and dogs, birds, beasts, fishes, lambkins, 
monkeys, and the rest of the catalogue of pets, 
without a single exeption. So much for manipu­
lation. Perhaps you wll say, this organ being 
small, philoprogenitiveness could not have 
appeared so well developed. Indeed ! Just divide 
the surface of what you call philoprogenitiveness 
into a dozen or so of parts, and then say whether 
an organ occupying one such part, might not 
be obliterated, without the skull being able to 
indicate any depression? There are organs in 
the forehead which the point of a pencil will 
cover. Why should it not be so with the back 
the head ? There are at all events, three or 
four organs already discovered in the region of 
of philoprogenitiveness, and, of course, each of 
hese lias its negative, making six or eight in all

9

Analogy will compel us to believe that there are, 
at the very least, as many more yet undiscovered. 
If such be the case, it is self evident, that Phre­
nologists hitherto have been continually liable to 
the most extraordinary mistakes without having 
the least suspicion on the matter. It would be al­
together too much to fancy that these various or­
gans are always, or ever, so proportioned,as to leave 
no danger of such mistakes. Now, however, that 
w’e possess the knowledge of the existence of so 
many and such strange organs in all parts of the 
head, and the all but certainty of the coexistence 
of still other and stranger ones, as yet unheard of, 
the Phrenologist, who will nevertheless, venture 
to speak one single word in respect to the character 
of an individual from the appearance of his head, 
must be in the last stage of insanity, or possess the 
gift of divination. But let us take another in­
stance.—

Here is a man whom Gall would have pro­
nounced as proud as lucifer, and as obstinate as a 
mule. Poor Gall! “Oh, that he had Ijved to 
see this day !»” How astounded he would be ! 
Why the man is notin the least proud or obstinate. 
The organ of humility, and the organ of yielding­
ness, or instability, or something of that sort are 
in equal, or perhaps greater development than 
firmness and self-esteem. Perhaps the latter are 
decidedly small, and the mana most yielding and 
humble creature. Poor Gall! it is well for him 
that he has not lived to see what we have seen.

But here comes another case:—Veneration and 
marvellousness very large, self-esteem and firm­
ness, very small. What sort of a man is he ? H um- 
ble? Of course not. The organ of humiltity is very 
small as well as self-esteem ; do you not see the 
whole space assigned to these organs quite de­
pressed? Well then, he must at least be very 
fickle, very unsteady, very yielding, sincce the 
organ of firmness is so small. You are just as far 
out there also. Do you not know that every organ 
has its negative, and that as self-esteem is balanced 
by humility, so is fimness by instability 1 Now 
as this latter organ is very small, how can the 
man display with any strength the quality which 
depends oil it? He is very deficient in firmness, 
and is equally deficient in unfirmness. What 
his character should therefore be, the Phreno- 
mesmerists must say, it surpasseth our under­
standing.

But we will not continue these illustrations 
farther on the present occasion. Enough has 
been said to explain the object we have in view. 
The careless reader may look upon the above re­
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marks as mere badinage, or as an attempt to 
throw ridicule oil these modern discoveries—but 
he is quite out in his calculations. The matter 
we can assure him is no joke whatever. Besides, 
it is no part of our plan to meet either arguments, 
facts, or theories with ridicule. If there be any 
thing ridiculous in the case, it is not of our 
creating; we have merely put in juxtaposition, 
certain things that are, or that are supposed to 
be facts; if their consequences are absurd, it is 
not our fault. We have abundant authority for 
our statement, the inferences we have drawn 
are inevitable. To be sure, the organ of instabi­
lity is one of our own creating, but then the 
creation cannot be objected to. Every organ 
has its carrelative opposing organ: we cannot 
imagine what the opposing organ of firmness 
can be, unless unfirmness or instability. That the 
organ does not occur in the lists of Mr. Sunder­
land, or Mr. Hall, only proves, that these gen­
tlemen have not as yet met with special facts in 
support of it; but, nevertheless, its existence is 
a necessary consequence of their principles, and 
in applying phrenology to practice we must not 
only admit into our calculations what is actually 
proved to exist, but that also of which the exist- 
istence is probable. After all, we have but to 
substitute for firmness and instability, any other 
recognised pair of organs—such as despair and 
hope, joy and grief, industry, and relaxation— 
and the argument will stand precisely the 
same. And we shall have clearly proved the 
irreconcileable contradictions that exist between 
the old and the.jnew phrenology, the utter 
absurdity of all manipulations, the mesmeric 
excepted, and the impossibility of obtaining 
a knowledge of individual character by phre­
nological means, or, in fact, of rendering 
this science in any way useful for the purposes 
of ordinary life. These are sad results, no 
doubt, utterly subversive of all the long cherished 
fancies of phrenologists, and a terrible blow to 
their self-conceit; but it cannot be helped, truth 
is truth, and we may as well look it in the face 
at once, since we must meet it sooner or later. 
There is to be sure one alternative, one means of 
escaping from this otherwise inevitable evil; but 
this alternative will not, of course, be accepted, 
and therefore, virtually, the case is hopeless. We 
shall, however, state it, and then our duty is ac­
complished. It is to reject, in toto, without any 
reserve whatever, all that is peculiar in the phre­
nological views of Mr. Spencer Hall, Mr. La Roy 
Sunderland, Dr. Buchanan, and their disciples, 

and a good deal also of what is believed by 
other plireno-mesmerists. Wo are perfectly well 
aware, that to propose a measure of this kind, in 
the face of such an imposing array of facts, is 
but “screaming to the hollow winds.” Very 
well, then, away go Gall and Spurzheim, and 
manipulation, and every thing which is, or may 
be, in harmony with the spirit of their philo­
sophy. Admit the theory of negative or anta­
gonistic organs, and practical phrenology is the 
wildest of impossibilities. Admit a few of the 
new organs, and an infinitude of others will be 
the logical consequence. No one who knows 
anything of practical phrenology, will believe it 
possible to pronounce upon character from an 
examination of the head, if we admit the exist­
ence of a hundred and fifty, or two hundred 
organs. The task of predicting the results of 
their innumerable combinations, would far tran­
scend human abilities; the density of the various 
coverings of the brain would render a knowledge 
of their individual developments entirely out of 
the question. This thumb nail, and- pencil-point 
work, may answer perfectly in a mesmeric ex­
periment. It cannot be thought of for a moment, 
for the purposes of ordinary manipulation. Even 
were the surface of the brain exposed to view, 
divested of all its coverings, it could not reveal 
to us the state of development of such small 
organs as are now admitted. If the antagonistic 
organs w’ere congregated by themselves in a cer­
tain part, or in certain parts of the head, and 
their positives in others, then, indeed, some dis­
tant and conjectural approximations to certain 
traits of character might be possible. But in­
termixed as they are now, and moreover, arranged 
in pairs, lying in complete juxta-position, the 
thing is out of the question.

Thus, then, stands the case:—Gall, Spurz­
heim, and manipulation, or Ilall, Sunderland, 
and Buchanan. Gentlemen, choose for your- 
seves. We shall not presume to deoide. It is 
true we have been extensive manipulators for 
years: of late, we have never failed to shake the 
intensest incredulity by the results of a single ex­
periment,—and we have believed it impossible 
for any antiphrenologist to resist a few such ex­
periments, performed under favourable circum­
stances. It is not easy for us to believe that 
all we have seen and heard in this way has been 
mere delusion,—but this reluctance to. admit 
what is so evident is, of course, a weakness, and 
we must endeavour to overcome it.. We have 
no wish to fiy in the face of facts, more especi­
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