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) WHENCE !

I do not know. I seem a child at play
Before the wondrous mystery of life;

And know not it is there: except at times
There comes to me a sense unnameable ;
The veil seems just a little drawn ; I see

An awful glimpse that shakes my inmost soul.
It may be but a tone, a word, a face;

A strain of music, or a look, a song—

And all the world goes fading into dream.

I seem to feel all this hasg been before;
There rises up a something in my soul,

A something of unutterable age,

As old as life, aye, and as old as death,
That gazes through my eyes upon the world
And brings a sense of loneliness, a gleam
Of fearful knowledge—then it fades away!

And once—I know not what the cause—it came
And in the frenzy burst from out my lips

The one involuntary cry, ‘I know!”’

And then it left me helpless as a child ;

The dream died from me; and I went my way

Into the world of toil and commonplace.
J. A. EDGERTON,
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PACIFIC THEOSOPHIST. I5r1

does not give us the knowledge necessary to govern and control these
forces, or to guide our own consciousness on that plane. It is as if
these so-called ‘“occult’’ teachers were to try to explore the vast
ocean with a cockle-shell boat. They can, indeed, put us in the '
frail craft and send us out on this unknown sea, without oar or rud-
der, and knowing nothing about the tides and winds belonging to
this state of consciousness. If the applicant for occult knowledge
knew what he was doing, he would certainly refrain from such psy-
chic development.

We often meet another class who tell us they are naturally psychic;
they have visions, hear voices, without their desire, thought, or vo-
lition. Supposing they do see pictures like a panorama pass before
their eyes, of what use are they? ‘They have not even the knowledge
to call upor to dismiss any picture at will. It may be a strange ex-
perience, an entertaining half hour, but what good can it possibly do?
Nothing seen thus is reliable; it may or may not be true. No lasting
good can come from such practices; but much real harm. Many
have started investigating in this way out of curiosity, and are now
inmates of asylums. Theosophy recognizes and explains these planes
of consciousness, showing their dangers, and advising all students of
truth to leave such practices alone until they have acquired the nec-
‘essary knowledge. _

We have reviewed at some length the general idea of this lower,
let us now try to understand, if only partially, what true psychic
development is. In studying our own nature we find we are an im-
mortal Soul, a Christ, a potential God, with many lessons to learn by
experience during incarnation. We have to bring out to the circum-
ference that which is latent at the centre of our being; working from
within without, which is the only way real growth can occur and
our power and consciousness expand. This enables us to so train
our minds and physical bodies that we are able to express through
them the evolving powers of the Soul. The average man does not
recognize this, as he identifies himself with his body, and is therefore
limited with its hmltatlons, when he should realize his divine birth-
right and god-like possibilities. If we have no ideal, nothing to
strive for, no goal in view, no thought beyond some gratification,
no love for our fellowmen, _ﬁo compassion for our erring brother, no
desire to uplift our fallen sister, we have no reason to believe our Soul
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has as yet commenced to develop. If such a condition exists, we
would better start at once thinking in the right direction, and when
we succeed in so doing we know right action will follow, and we may
be assured the Soul will soon try its wings. To reiterate: Psgrchic
development is of two distinct kinds. ‘The first, the astral or lower
psychic; the second, the higher, or real, soul unfoldment. The first
includes unconscious mediumship, clairvoyance, clairaudiance, deal-
ing with spooks, elementaries and elementals. ‘Theosophy strongly
advises us to avoid all this; pointing out the many dangers that will
befall the ignorant and unwary in these realms. ‘T'o the second class,
all real students of truth belong, for they recognize the Divine Light
within, the Christos, the potential God, the possibility of bringing
this latent potentiality into an active potency. This can alone be
done by serving our fellow-men; bearing love, sympathy and com-
passion to all. Striving to do this in daily life, each may succeed
in true psychic development, or the unfolding of our god-like natures.
ANNE BRYCE.

RELIGIOUS BLASPHEMY.*

‘“He is not an infidel or an atheist who denies the existence of the Gods
whom the multitudes worship; but he is such who fastens on the gods the
opinions of the multitudes.’’——EPICTITUS.

What is Religion? It has been defined as an attempt to rebind
man to God; to reunite the immortal portion of man to the Source
from whence it came. The word itself means a rebinding. To dis-
cover what religion was in its pristine purity, we must go back into
the very night of antiquity. ‘T'here is no religion extant in the world
to-day which is not tinctured with man-made creeds; not one which
teaches or even possesses the original truths which once constituted
religion. The proof of this is seen in the thousand-and-one creeds,
the multitude of so-called religions, each asking the world to accept
its dogmas, and to reject those of all others. Religion, truth and
God are one. If men had the truth, they would not and could not
have a multitude of religions. '

Going back, then, to the time when all the nations of the earth,
so far as myth, tradition, or history inform us, believed the same

' *Stenographic report by Clara A. Brockman of a lecture at Academy of Sciences Hall,
San Francisco, )
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things about God and Nature, we find the earliest recorded traces of
religion in the old Vedic hymns. These hymns antedate by thousands
of years the Jewish Bible, which in the West, is regarded as the old-
est and the most sacred of all books. The Jewish Bible belongs to a .
far later stage; indeed, most of it belongs to the strictly historical
stage, because its writings can be located as to time, country and
author. Not so with these old Vedic hymns. They go back into
the very night of time. Internal evidence shows that when they
‘'were the expression of man’s thoughts and man’s beliefs, man be-
lieved in a God 7z nature—not outside of or apart from this—and
that he further believed himself to be a portion of nature, and that there-
fore in him dwelt divinity. These old Vedic hymns taught the most
sublime and philosophic pantheism. In the days when man at-
tempted in this poetical manner to voice that which he felt within him-
self to be divine, he separated himself not from nature nor from God.
Within himself he i)ermitted to well up all that was divine and sacred,
and these hymns which now so puzzle those who study ancient nations,
do so because this civilization has lost the conception of the oneness
of God and nature. No longer have men the key to these sacred
songs. So long have we been taught to look upon ourselves as
apart from nature, on the one hand, and from God, on the other, that
the very notes struck by them sound stfange and discordant to our
ears. But these old pantheistic hymns voiced a belief in a divinity
which made all nature ONE, and which recognized mar as a portion
of nature and of divinity. For them, the voice of God was the law
of cause and effect—the Karma of to-day. They recognized in those
olden days that man was the arbiter of his own destiny, that no one
was responsible for the effects of his acts and thoughts but him-
self. For this conception of the divine law of cause and effect
went hand in hand with olden pantheism, when the recognition of
the same divinity in man and in nature was a universal human be-
lief.

But as the cycles rolled by, humanity as a race repeated that which
each unit repeats in every mortal life. 'We come to earth as children,
and with a hold upon diviner things which we lose as the years go
by and as we become more and more material—more and more in-
terested in material things and material pursuits. Exactly the same
thing has happened to the race. We have descended deeper into
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stages of its expression, then what is blasphemy? It is to deny this
great central truth; it is to lie about God; to set up false, unjust,
wicked, cruel, sacrilegious gods; to teach false theories of religion,
and so to set up false ideals, and thus make men false. All these
things are the very worst of blasphemies. And these blasphemies are
the things which it is the mission of the Theosophical Society, and of
every organization or man who has the welfare of humanity at heart,
to endeavor to correct; to create higher and purer conceptions of God
and of man. The so-called teachers of religion may say that we
blaspheme in declaring Jehovah or Jupjter to be man-made gods.
Let them have their brief day—it is already drawing to a close.
They, themselves, blaspheme in believing and teaching such horrible
conceptions of deity—not we who plead for a purer, holier religion!

Let us examine some of the dogmas which this Western world
terms ‘ religion;’’ some of the things which we are taught from our
cradles to believe. Let us see whether they are religious, or whether
they blaspheme that which is high, pure, holy, and above all things,
true.

The God of the Christians, worshiped throughout the West, is
Jehovah. I assert, without fear of successful logical or philosophi-
cal contradiction, this ‘“God’’ to be the greatest blasphemy of divin-
ity which was ever imposed upon human intelligence. There is
scarcely a conception connected with the ordinary Christian beliefs
about Jehovah which is not horribly blasphemous. We have been
taught these dogmas; have quailed under the terrors of the anathe-
mas of the Church; have been threatened with hell and devils through-
out eternity; have been forbidden to use reason, until we have be-.
come mental slaves. The very moment man opens his eyes, and
recognizes the divine within himself, he will see how he has been
blaspheming divinity by attributing to it the things which have been
and are attributed by the Church and the Bible to Jehovah.

In the first place, Jehovah made man out of nothing—created him
entirely new. ‘We are in no way responsible,’’ says the Church,
‘““ for our having been created and placed upon this earth.”’ Then,
is it not the act of a fiend, when he had the opportunity to make
man so that it would have been impossible for him to sin or to have
fallen, to make him, instead, so wicked and so sinful that the very
first man fell? Would it not have been as easy for an al/mighty God
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to have created man perfect as to have created him imperfect? Could
not God, who had all our destinies in his hand, according to the
Church, have made us so strong, have given us enough of his divine
essence, of his divine will, of his divine nature, to have prevented
us from descending into committing the terrible sins and crimes we
have committed? Is it not a blasphemy to say of the divinity which
created this world—this beautiful world, and this wonderful hu- .
manity upon it—is it not, I say, a blasphemy to assert that our
wickedness was made possible by the God who created us out of
nothing? Why, he is said to have created the devil, as well as our-
selves. Why should he have done this thing, and why has he sur-
rounded us with all these temptations, when he could as well have
kept us eternally in the Garden of Eden? To create man weak
when he could have made him strong; to leave him ignorant when
he had it in his power to bestow wisdom, was the act of a fiend;
such a deed as not one parent in this assembly would. have done to
his own child. Would a man take a beloved child and plunge it
into such conditions that it must of necessity become wicked and
vile? Would a parent who really loved his child make it possible
for that child to be eternally lost, when by the simple exertion of
his will this could be avoided? Would he not rather so hedge about
his beloved as to make their ‘‘peace and their election (as it is called)
sure?”’ Would man, having the power, willfully have left in doubt
the eternal happiness of /4is children? ‘Then do not those blaspheme
who attribute to God cruelties man himself would not commit? At
least, they should believe God as good as themselves; they ought to
credit him with loving his children as well as they love theirs!
Then why should he not surround mankind—his children—with the
same love and protection with which we surround ours?

But no ! they place God infinitely below man in his capacity for
father and mother love. ‘They declare that he brings helpless, ignor-
ant souls into the world, and then sends them into eternal perdition
for sins which he gave them no wisdom to avoid nor strength to re-
sist. What a horribly blasphemous conception of Deity to suppose -
that the God who creates human souls ‘‘ out of nothing’’ suffers them
to plunge moment by moment into everlasting torment! Aye, even
as I talk and you listen, every moment a soul is plunging into eter-
nal perdition ! Computing the number of daily deaths, and the very
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small proportion of those whom God succeeds in ‘‘saving,’’ a score or
more of our sisters and brothers—of despairing human souls—have,
since I began speaking, passed to that hell from which there is no
escape! But God éits, either helpless or unconcerned, and beholds
these, his creatures, plunging one after the other into this awful hell,
which he himself alsocreated. Isnotsucha ¢‘religion’’ a blasphemy
that ought to make our very souls curdle within our breasts? Ought
not those who assert and teach such blasphemies to be afraid that
divine justice would strike them dead for having the hardihood to
declare such horrible things of God?

It 7s blasphemy to believe such things of God! We must learn to
recognize this. We must teach higher conceptions, and cease to think
that Divinity can be more cruel, more heartless, and more wicked,
more weak, than ourselves. For, see, Jehovah permits a devil wkom
ke created to outwit him. ‘The devil gets nine out of every ten souls
created, for according to the teaching of the Church, nine people out
of every ten go to hell, and suffer eternal punishment and torture.
What kind of a wicked, impotent god is he who can not or will not
prevent this? How they blaspheme the divine who assert that di-
vinity can be and is continually outwitted by a cruel, anthromorphic
devil, of his own creation. This god is a colossal man, and their
devil another great man, too, and they lock horns, so to say, and
the devil has mostly the advantage! Surely, the one who gets the
most souls must be said to win in the contest, and certainly the devil
gets the majority of them! Hell is a populous place, and heaven
only a village according to the Christian teaching!

This same fickle, changeable God made men, they say—these
‘‘teachers’’—and then repented that he had done so; was not wise
or powerful enough to do it well, it appears, and so made imper- '
fect beings; and then did like some people sometimes do when they
have too many kittens—drowned them! Is this not a dreadful teach-
ing;-that god made men, and then allowed them to become so wicked
he was forced to destroy them? Only four or five out of the whole
lot were * saved’’ from the flood, and they were bad samples, for their
children are to-day just as wicked.

This changeable God one may pray to, and ‘‘tease’’ him until he
changes his mind. He will lead his people into temptation—so the
Bible teaches—and then punishes them if they yield. He triumphs
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over little things—just as a man would. In short, it is easy to see
that this is a man-made God; that men have taken their own perfec-
tions and imperfections, and magnified them into a great, colossal, bru-
tal giant, set him upon a pedestal of dogmatic authority, and said to
humanity, ‘‘ Bow down and worship!’’ So I might go on for hours,
keeping within the statements of the Bible, and multiply examples
of how, for example, this Jehovah ordered all the people of Canaan
to be slain, except the young virgins. You, fathers and mothers, take
this home to your hearts—this horrible thing which was ordered by
Jehovah, and recorded in the Bible which you revere! Is not such
~ a record, even, an awful blasphemy? Vet this, with many another
just as horrible a thing is recorded of God in the pages of the ‘‘only
sacred book of the world !”’

Yet another blasphemy is that of prayer. We are often asked if
Theosophists believe in prayer. Aye, in unselfish prayer. If oneis
praying with the least idea of benefiting one’s self; it is not prayer;
it would be, if one were powerful enough, black magic. The man
who prays that he himself may be benefited is not praying; heis
damning. Prayer consists in unselfish deeds and acts; by every act,
thought and word in life we are praying. For every thought or
deed appeals to the impersonal law of cause and effect, which cannot
err, but which will adjust exactly the right effect to each cause. If
this erroneous conception that we can be forgiven our sins could be
corrected, and all brought to the realization of the fact that in every
act or thought they are appealing to God—asking divinity to judge
each action—would not men have a higher, a greater, a more power-
ful, incentive to right action, than when taught that they can do the
most horrible things, commit the most heinous crimes, and, by re-
penting, be forgiven, and so escape all consequences? What kind
of blasphemy is this that teachesthat we can ckange the mind of God—
can get all the wicked acts of a long life blotted from the record, by re-
penting at the last moment and asking God to forgive us? We may
take ninety years in which to do evil, while ninety minutes—aye,
one moment—is enough, if we sincerely repent, to persuade God to
forgive us, and so ensure our eternal happiness!

This idea of prayer taught by the Church is one of the worst of
all its blasphemies. It is entirely selfish. We go to war with an-
other nation, murder them, and thousands of chaplains will pray to
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God to bless our bullets, to send our swords to the hearts of our ene-
mies; while, on the other side, other parsons are praying equally
fervently that #4eir armies may win. One man prays that the wind
may blow in this direction, in order that /4is ship may come into port,
another man prays that it may blow in an oppaosite direction that Ae
may be benefited! All such prayers are selfish; black magic, at the
very core—tainted with that illusion of separateness which causes
us to believe that our welfare is separate from that of all other men.

We must recognize the blasphemous selfishness which permits us
to pray for good to ourselves, without regard to our neighbor. True
prayer is prayer for some one else—not for ourselves. One may
aspire to be a better man—that I believe to be true prayer—but if he
aspires in order to escape hell or to gain heaven, there is the taint of
selfishness, and it is not prayer. The motive behind must be that
you may be enabled to help your felowmen. Prayer must be abso-
lutely selfless, or it is not prayer. And yet we are taught to ge down
upon our knees and make ouwr peace with God; above all things, to
save our own souls, without thought of others. ‘¢ Oh, Lord, save me
and my wife; my son John and his wife; us four and no mare.” Is
not this the essence of the praying of to-day? Are not- your
children taught to save Zkeir souls; that the most important thing in
the world is to save their own souls? ‘T‘heosophy teaches that true
prayer is to work for others, for its ideals are not those of an eternal
hell and heaven hereafter.

And that brings me to the most horrible of all blasphemmes—-the
attributing to divinity, to God, the act of sending our beloved into
everlasting hell! Who are our beloved? The whole world; bu-
manity as a whole; we cannot leave out a single unit. The time
will and must come when the affection which we now feel for those
most dear to us will extend to every unit in the great mass of human-
ity. ‘There must be no separation, no distinction. Our love must
grow deeper and grander than now; we must shut no man out of
our heart. The idea that one portion of humanity is in an everlast-
ing hell, tortured in everlasting fire, while anather portion are sing-
ing praises to the God who has ‘‘saved them,’’ is a most awful blas-
phemy. How could any man with even human affections be happy
in heaven if he knew of another in hell suffering horrible tortures ?
What kind of a conception of Deity is this which leads us to believe
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that divinity prepared this place of eternal torment? And what kind
of a conception have we of our own souls to believe that we could en-
dure our heaven of bliss with a devilish, horrible torture going on in hell?
How could we bear to know that some person whom we loved, but
who had failed in the struggle of life, was suffering, suffering, suffer-
ing, throughout the eternal, cruel ages? Would not heaven itself
become a worse hell in the face of such horror? Yet Christians be-
lieve this thing of God; believe he has created this eternal hell, and
that he roasts and grills their beloved there, while they twang harps
and sing his praises throughout eternity !

This is a blasphemy men must cease to entertain. We must strive
for higher conceptions; we must stop attributing such horrible
things to God. Let us, then, see to it that we endeavor to bring
into our own souls a realization of that which divinity surely is.
Do we find in our own hearts feelings of compassion, of mercy, of love
and justice? Magnify Z4ese into infinity, and in that glorification we
will find, not the imperfections of the lower human nature, with all
its passions and appetites and selfishness which bind it down to earth,
but rather all that is best, highest, purest, most compassionate, most
helpful! These come from God. Let us seek to realize this; let us
strive to reach a higher ideal of divinity ; one not debased by igno-
rant association with all that is lowest, most wicked, most gross, and
most material, in our animal natures. So shall we cease to blaspheme;
so shall life open to us purer, higher, clearer, nobler vistas ; so shall
we be enabled to face its mysteries with faith and hope, realizing
more and more clearly that all life is divine. And one day, clear
and fair to our view, shall appear that ‘new heaven and new earth’’
which the prophet of old foresaw. JEROME A. ANDERSON.

A LAW-GOVERNED UNIVERSE.

Under the above title a leaflet has just been issued by the Pacific
Coast Committee for Theosophical Work. It is intended to be used
for free distribution at I. B. L. meetings, and all technical terms.
have been very carefully eliminated. The want of such a leaflet was
felt at our own meetings, and in the hope that it will fill a similar
one elsewhere it is offered for sale at 50c per hundred. It isa large
4-page leaflet, on clear type, and written in simple, plain language.
Address, Sec. P. C. T'. C., 819 Market St., San Francisco.
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164 PACIFIC THEOSOPHIST.

had rights which, to a greater or lesser degree, gave him power over
the material destinies of the less fortunaté. And these industrial
slaves, as they were often called—for in truth slavery never was
abolished until the “right’’ to exclusive ownership of the soil be-
came an untenable wrong—had their rights, or fancied they had ;
the vagabond, the outcast, and the criminal had their rights. Every-
body had some rights. A very well meaning woman wrote about
the rights of children—the only class of human beings, indeed, that
were denied any rights whatever by society. Vast, wonderful, and
fragile systems of philosophy were built upon the dogma of human
rights.

But it made no dlfference that the philosophies were fraglle, and
it is true that not all thought of the day was under domain of the
great heresy. During the Illusionary Period, however, philosophy
was one thing; daily thought and practice quite another. ‘T‘he uni-
versities gave prizes to students that could write better essays upon
philosophy than their less facile rivals. Sometimes after dinner men
discussed what they called philosophy, rather by way of diversion
from the worries of their so-called real world. A few thoughtful
men, as I have said, wrote and even tried to live philosophically, but
their numerical strength was almost zero. What I desire to empha-
size, however, is not so much the nineteenth century’s lacking of a
sound philosophy, as the fact that men were altogether heedless of
it. I do not wish to decry what systems of thought were extant
then, but to point out that the great mass of mankind did not think
at all during that age.

Karma takes account of motive, but the historian, I believe, should
only judge the deed. Insomuch as we are now attempting at all to
judge the nineteenth century’s mistakesand illusions, we may rightly

“depend for our conclusions merely upon the acts themselves and the
results thereof. What lay behind them is not ours to ask at present.
We have found the ninteenth century venal and selfish, the selfish-
ness based upon the great heresy of separateness, heterogeneity; and
the venality following as but the natural result. It is not ours to
condemn, remember. I am pointing only to facts and endeavoring
to name them in plain and simple language. In our next lecture
we will examine more in detail, it may be, some of the lesser 111u-
sions that grew out of the great heresy.
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THE SEARCHLIGHT.

“Life is built up by the sacrifice of the individual to the whole. Each cell
in the living body must sacrifice itself to the perfection of the whole ; when it
is otherwise, disease and death enforce the lesson.”

In the ranks of the workers for humanity there are many true
hearts, many devoted souls, who through their very excess of devo-
tion, misapplied, become unwise and work serious harm. Thus, in
their zealousness for the cause and their desire to convince as many
as possible of the truths of their position, they unconsciously make
statements which are not only unauthorized, but have no foundation
whatever.

We have all come across these brothers and sisters, and some of us
have listened in pain at meetings in public places, to glib sentences
about the work, from the lips of speakers who were quite uncon-
scious that they were making statements not based on fact or any
authority.

An example of this may be found in the statements which have
been made concerning the S. R. I,. M. A. Some persons have even
gone so far as to say specifically what studies were to be pursued
there; who the teachers would be, and what the requirements for ad-
mission would be, etc. Now itis sad to have to chronicle that there
.are a few people who have been advertising the School in a manner
which is the last thing in the world its Founder desires. And it may
here be authoritatively stated, that the Founder of the School for the
Revival of the Lost Mysteries of Antiquity has given to no one infor-
mation of any consequence. Those, therefore, who hear statements
made concerning the School will know that they are without foun-
dation and that, as its very name would indicate, knowledge about it
will not be made public.

The overzealousness of the few sometimes works disaster on the
many. In the past history of the theosophical movement good work
has more than once been retarded or entirely prevented by the un-
guarded utterances of ill advised members. ‘‘Ignorance of the Law
excuseth no one,”’ and the harm which is unknowingly done, is
harm, nevertheless. Now, we cannot deny that there is a class of
people who revel in going about with only one mission in life, which
is to disturb and destroy everything they cannot control. They seek
to besmirch the good work and restrict the influence of those who
are working unselfishly for the good of humanity.
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Another class who would not willfully destroy but who should be
guarded against are those, who appearing indifferent to consequences,
utilize at every opportunity the ideas of others in order to bring
themselves into prominence and air the great knowledge they think
they possess.

The very fact that there are such people, and that they will per-
sist in getting in our way, makes it all the more imperative that we
should work steadily and persistently, endeavoring to inspire others
with a firm conviction, that as they work unselfishly they evoke the
helpful force and the real energy that can be utilized for the uplift-
ing of humanity.

The world needs more impersonal men and women who will bend
all their efforts to restore the divine ideals, so that out of the present
disorder and unrest, perfect order and peace shall resuit.

Everything, no matter how small, counts when it is carried on in
the right spirit and with pure motives. Let us not get into the habit
of regarding things from the standpoint of expediency and com-
promise, nor feel we are bound to use one moment of our precious
time in apologizing for being born. The world cannot be measured
with a yard-stick, nor the minds of men with a tape measure.

What is our real mission in life? Are we to hug our philosophy
and grudgingly deal out according to our whims small teaspoonsful
ata time? We raise the question, having incidentally heard that
recently in this city, a lecturer publicly declared ‘‘that it would fare
badly with Christianity had its apostles left the word of God to serve
tables.’”” Think of it! at the end of this nineteenth century. With
all the misery, despair, suffering and hopelessness that exist around
us, that one presuming to teach Brotherhood should adopt such an
attitude,

Has it fared so well with Christianity?

Did not the gentle, compassionate Nazarene, the founder of Chris-
tianity, ¢ serve tables,”’ heal the sick, comfort the oppressed and
wash the feet of his disciples?

Is it not true if it had not been for the comparative few who did
‘‘serve tables’’ Christianity would probably have disappeared from
the world long ago. ILet us look around us, and out all over the
world and see the great battle that is raging. Are not the wounded
lying on every side? Should they not be cared for with loving and
merciful hands? Are not their sufferings ours? And should we not
exhaust every means in our power to help them?
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