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Indeed it is. Man can find it in his own soul, Theosophy says.
The mistake made by the various forms of religions is their trying
to chain truth to a set of creeds and catechisms. However, if one
prefers, he can cling to his creed, and still be a Theosophist; for all
he is asked to accept is a belief in the Spiritual Unity of mankind—
that is, Universal Brotherhood. This is the object for which the
Theosophical Society works. Many believe this to be entirely vis-
ionary and impracticable, but such beliefs cannot be true. The
whole human race has a tendency to recognize this law, and would
do so, were it not for the selfish claims of the lower nature. But
Theosophy tells us the lower nature can be raised, and we know this
is true, because here and there in the world’s history strong charac-
ters stand out utterly free from selfishness. And most of us know
at least one person whom, if all the world were like, wars and dis-
putes would cease. What is possible for one is possible for all, since
law governs the universe, and not chance or chaos. Modern science
has proved the universality of law on the physical plane; Theosophy
confirms this and adds that it controls the mental and moral planes
also. What we sow we reap. This law governs all the affairs of
our lives. So if we work for a Universal Brotherhood of mankind,
it is setting up a cause which must have its fulfillment some day.
In Theosophy this great law which regulates all things is called,
Karma, and it shows us how responsible we all are for our own con-
duct; and for the conduct of others also. ‘The Spirit of Unity down
in our souls makes each of us a sharer in the experience of all the

rest. .

Every human being, no matter how obscure he fancies he may be,
by his acts and thoughts, raises or lowers the whole mass of human-
ity, and quickens or retards its evolution towards a grander future.

Can you not live so as to feel the great throbbing heart around
you, so as to express that feeling in even the smallest detail? Iet
there be nothing cold or cynical in your view of life. Sense the pa-
thos and the pity of it, trusting that some day to your now darkened
eyes the mystery and the pain will be untangled. Feel, FEEL, with
everything that cries, with everything that suffers, and in even the
most broken fragment of a life find some beauty. Let your own
quivering heartstrings teach you the anguish in other hearts and
live to ease it. Pain is our best teacher. Do not dread nor flee her,
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therefore, she comes in mercy. Go forth to meet her, trembling, per-
haps, but reverently, patiently, unflinchingly; only so can the lesson
be learned, and from the dark hours spent with her, a light shall
arise, showing the way to stumbling feet, giving the power to com-
fort and console. And in the peace that of your heart shall under-
stand and be satisfied.—From the Monthly Circular issued by Narada
Branch, Tacoma, Washington.

THE SECRET OF STRENGTH.

Strength to step forward is the primary need of him who has chos-
en his path. Where is this to be found? Its source is profound
conviction. ‘Through this great moral power, in the natural life of
the man, is born that which enables him, however frail he may be,
to go on and conquer. Conquer what? Not continents, not worlds,
but himself. Through that supreme victory is obtained the entrance
to the Whole, where all that might be conquered and obtained by
effort becomes at once not his, but himself.

To put on armor and go forth to war, taking the chances of death
in the hurry of the fight, is an easy thing; to stand still amid the
jangle of the world, to preserve stillness within the turmoil of the
body, to hold silence amid the thousand cries of the senses and de-
sires, and then, stripped of all armor and without hurry or excite-
ment, to take the deadly serpent of self and kill it, is no easy thing.
Yet that is what has to be done; and it can only be done in the mo-
ment of equilibrium when the enemy is disconcerted by the silence.

But there is needed for this supreme moment a strength such as
no hero of the battlefield needs. A great soldier must be filled with
the profound convictions of the justness of his cause and the right-
ness of his method. The man who wars against himself and wins
the battle can do it only when he knows that in that war he is doing
the one thing which is worth doing, and where he knows that in
doing it he is winning heaven and hell as his servitors.

Yes, he stands on both! He needs no heaven where pleasure
comes as a long promised reward; he fears no hell where pain waits
to punish him for his sins. For he has conquered once for all that
shifting serpent in himself which turns from side to side in its con-
stant desire for contact—in its perpetual search after pleasure and
pain. Never again (the victory once really won) can he tremble or
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grow exultant at any thought of that which the future holds. Those
burning sensations which seemed to him to be the only proofs of his
existence are his nolonger. How, then, can he know that he lives?
He knows it only by argument; and in time he does not care to ar-
gue about it. For him there is then peace; and he will find in that
peace the power he has coveted. Then he will know what is that
faith which can remove mountains. .

Religion holds a man back from the path, prevents his stepping
forward, for various very plain reasons. First, it makes the vital
mistake of distinguishing between good and evil. Nature knows
no such distinctions. Religion is always made-made. It cannot
therefore be the whole truth. It isa good thing for the ordinary
and outside man, but surely it will never bring him to the Gates of
.Gold. If religion be of God how is it that we find that same God
in his own works and acts violating the precepts of religion? He
kills each man oncein life; every day the fierce elements and strange
circumstances, of which he is said to be the author, bring on famine,
cold, and innumerable untimely deaths: where then, in The True,
can there be any room for such distinctions as right and wrong?
The disciple must, as he walks on the path, abide by law and order,
but if he pins his faith on any religion whatever he will stop at once,
and it makes no matter whether he sets up Mahatmas, Gods, Krish-
na, Vedas or mysterious acts of grace. Any of these will stop him
and throw him into a rut from which even heavenly death will not
release him. Religion can only teach morals and ethics. It cannot
answer the question ‘‘ What am I?’’ ‘The Buddhist ascetic holds a
fan before his eyes to keep away sights of objects condemned by his re-
ligion. But he thereby gains no knowledge, for that part of him
which is affected by the improper sights has to be known by the
man himself, and it is by experience alone that the knowledge can
be possessed and assimilated.

“If we were convinced that we could never make our crooked
ways straight, we should forever continue in our errors.”’

So, in prayer, if we aspire earnestly there is for the time being a
change, but to bring this to full fruition, strength in action is neces-
sary. I don’t believe in these spasmodic efforts! They are simply
emotionalism and reaches only as far as the personal self and its
special interests. If a man wants to pray, one word is as good, if
not better, than one hundred.
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