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16 PACIFIC THEOSOPHIST.

In doing this they were not like the Theosophists who were drawn away by Mr.
Judge. There was no friction between the two branches of the army, whereas
the erring Theosophists continued to call themselves the Theosophical Society
in America, and thus confounded people as to which was the original.

*“ Mr. Judge would not submit to an examination of the charges against him,
so his followers determined to secede and form an organization of their own,
placing Mr. Judge at the head of it and thus beyond the reack of process.* One
of his leading adherents at the time stated that iz was tke only way to save
Judge, but the pretext put forth was the sécuring of autonomy for the Amer-
ican section, a pretext obviously, from the fact that the American section,
like every other section, already possessed autonomy under the constitution.

‘“ In order to secure the success of the plan for secession, the various branches
were quietly and carefully notified and everything arranged for the convention,
which met at Boston in April, 1895. When the convention met, about nine-
tenths of the branches and members seceded, a new organization was formed
called the ‘¢ Theosophical Society in America,”” and Mr. Judge was elected
president of it for life.

*¢ All this was published at the time and is known to most people. The new
organization retired from its place in the Theosophical society, renounced the
constitution and the laws and framed new ones of its own, so it ceased to be
any part of the original sociely and became an organization wholly outside.
Hence it has no claim to the Theosophical society and cannot be the “T. S.
in America,” or in any other land. .

‘““There is no need to comment upon the career of Mr. Judge’s society since
his death; it affects in no way the Theosophical society. One thing the The-
osophical society would never do is to have.............. such a woman at its
head as Mrs. Katherine Tingley, who was appointed by Judge................

‘“There are not two Theosophical societies as some people seem to think.
Ours is the original and only society; its teachings are the same that they
have ever been. It was founded in 1875 by Madame Blavatsky and Colonel
H. S. Olcott, the latter still living and as heretofore the President. The only
““Theosophical Society in America’ is the American section of the Theosophi-
cal society and that title is its own property as declared in its early and con-
tinuing constitution.”’

The above speaks for itself, and comment would be to * paint the lily.”

*ltalics ours. Ed. P. T.
THE EASTER FESTIVAL.

During the month past all Christendom has been celebratiug the festival of
Easter, without one in ten thousand of those who joined in that celebration
having the slightest idea of the nature of the feast. It is of purely pagan ori-
gin, and is one of the strongest evidences that Christianity was only a variant
of already existing religions at the time this festival was adopted by the church.
The very name, Easter, can be traced back to the heathen goddesses, Astarte

and Ostara, and to similar personifications in ancient mythology. With Chris-
[ 4
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tians, it purports to commemorate the resurrection of Christ from the dead.
They have never paused, however, to ask the reason for the fact that it never
falls upon the same day any two successive vears. ILike all of the mov-
able festivals of the Christian church, Easter is a relic of pure pantheistic
nature-worship, and as such has a philosophical and religious significance
which it lacks in its ignorant observance by the people of the West.

Its date is determined by the first full moon which occurs after the sun
crosses the equator from the South towards the North, thus ushering in spring-
time, or renewed Nature-life. It is a pure combination of sun and moon wor-
ship, and is a most poetical and beautiful idea. No more appropriate festi-
val was ever instituted by any religion than that which the ancients celebrated
in honor of this event. ¢

The Christian allegory of the death and resurrection of Christ is one which,
like all sacred allegories, can be applied in many ways. Astronomically, it re-
fers to the renewing of life in the very cosmos itself. In a more limited aspect
it typifies the cycle of Spring, and the ushering in of a new cycle of activity
for the earth. DMacrocosmally it is a type of the birth of universes, (which in
all ancient philosophies are known as ‘“ Sons’’ of their Mother, Space, and
their Father, Spirit). Microcosmically, it portrays the resurrection of a hu-
man soul, “dead” in its own sins and passions, to the new Christlife. In-
deed, this is the meaning which is patent in the New Testament allegory, for
the whole story points to the resurrection, or triumph, of Christ over his lower
nature, or animal body. For there is grave doubt if ever there was such a man
as Jesus crucified, except as all souls are, deily and hourly, who are incarnated
in, or nailed upon, the cross of ‘‘matter.”’ Polvcarp, one of the early Christian
martyrs, declared that Christ was not crucified in the manner alleged at all,
but lived to about the age of fifty years. Whether this be true or not, the fact
remains that the festival of Easter is a relic of olden, pantheistic, nature-
worship; celebrated ages before the Christian era, and adopted into the Chris-
tian church after the manner in which they appropriated all their symbology—
that is to sav, taken from ceremonies then extant in contemporaneous religions.

The worship of the sun and moon were nearly always conjoined by those
who saw in nature the visible manifestation and ‘¢ garment of God,’ and there-
fore the feast was postponed until the moon had gained her full radiance after
the sun had crossed the line. Thus the Christian festival is doubly ‘¢ pagan,”
in that it combines the worship of both the sun and moon as symbols of Nat-
ure’s God. If Christians can be brought to see that their religion is only a mis-
interpretation of older and more philosophical beliefs, a great step towards
universal toleration will have been accomplished. When Jehovah is recoy-
nized to be only a symbol of the regenerative forces in nature, then will he be
of no more importance than the thundering Jove of the Greeke. Then will ull
the world set themselves to reconstruct out of the present ignorant and degen-
erate theism and polytheism, the olden, truly magnificent. and truly philo-

sophical Pantheism in which the festival of Easter originated.
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20 L ACIEFIC THEOSOPITIS T

tated with illustrations in the text; ** Extracts from a Letter to a Friend (on
reincarnation),”” by Oscar Ljungstrom; ‘‘ The Closing Cycle,” by W. Q. Judge,
transl.; **Why the Hearts of Men Are Grieving,” by Edw. Swensson;
*T'he Crusaders on their going Home,” by C. 8. Reports of branches, acti-
vities, notices etc. close up the number.

The above mentioned address was reaad by the President at a social gather-
ing, convened in order to celebrate the gth anniversary of the first founding
of the T. S. in Sweden, Feb. 28th, 1889.

A new branch, the 10oth, has been formed in Dalecarlia, one of our oldest
and most interesting provinces, whose inhabitants have preserved not only the
language—quite distinct from the Swedish, more resembling the Icelandish—
but also many eother characteristics of the ancienmt Scandinavians. They are
for the most part small landowners, a free and independent peasantry, tilling
their own Jands and living a simple and healthy life amidst their mountains,
forests and lakes. It is a man out of their own ranks who has taken the ini-
tiative and been elected president of the new branch. It consists of eleven
members, so far, but more are expected tojein very soon and altogether the
prospect looks hopeful for our voungest child. If Theosophy really ¢ takes'™
among that sturdy, honest and intelligent race, it would indeed be a good
thing. Could we only send them a lecturer! But we have none to send—
* those who are fit cannot leave their other daily work, and the few who have
leisure are either not fit or too diffilent—it is our Karma, probably. Itis
with a feeling of envy we read about the many excellent and devoted travel-
ling lecturers in Great-Britain and America—but then we are not more than
eight years old—as we are getting older and more reasonable the workers we
ueed will doubtless be forth-coming !

Theosopley for April contains a number of most interesting articles.  Amonyg
these ‘ The Ancient Wisdom of the Maoris,”” ** Sleep and Death,"” and ** In a
Temple,” may be specially noted. One of Mr. Judge's old articles upon
‘ Mesmerism,” also appears. “ The Screen of Time" is well written, and at
times amusing especially the portion which describes the sufferings of the
abandouned wife and children of our President. But people should beware how
they attack Mr. Hargrove, for his power of hitting back is very great.
* Richard Wagner's Music Dramas’' is continued, and with ** Literary Notes'™
and the * Mirror of the Movement,” complete an unusually good number.

The [rish Theosophist continues Mrs. Keightley's commentaries on the
‘“The Bhagavad Gita.” It is to be hoped that this series will find permanent
embodiment in book form. Otherarticles are * The Awakening of the Fires,’”
= Hducation in America,"” and ‘*“ A New Earth,” (po-m) * The Future of the
T. S.,” etc., and altogether this breezy little Magazine is quite up to its
usual standard of excellence.

The Austratian Theosophist sounds its coo-e-e-e across the waters, full of
hope and encouragement. The Crusaders have been there and the little Mag-
azine is almost completely occupied with their doings, and the account of the
meeting of the 2nd Annual Convention of the T. S. in Australia. The Aus-
tralian Theosophist is the reincarnation of * Magic,” but we must say that,
while we welcome it into the galaxy of Theosophists, the old nane pleased us.
wuite as well.
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