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will warrant them in so doing. Then, too, custom and precedent
bind them. They are elected under certain existing laws, and be-
cause a wave happens to sweep over the community which, for the
time, changes the thought of the community, that, in itself, is no
reason for these officials to deviate from the strict interpretation and
execution of laws existing at the time of their election. And thus
we are often unjust to our officials in this regard, for we rashly ex-
pect them to adapt themselves to our changing opinions.
. In the first place, what is law? The origin and basis of our civil
law rest in universal natural laws. Is it not true that in every in-
dividual there is something which is above, and superior to, the
body? It is that in man which thinks, plans, and executes. We"
call it the ‘‘soul.”” Any other name would serve as well, but we
are more familiar with this term; hence, we will call that something
the soul. ‘The soul constantly expands; it grows, it develops, as we
say; and, as it does so, certain conceptions are had of natural law,
and these conceptions we formulate into what we call civil law. But
this civil law is not infallible, for our conceptions are not infallible.
They are changeable; consequently, civil law is changeable. Civil
law differed in different ages of the past; it will differ in the ages to
come as compared with the present. We hear much about the ma-
jesty of the law, and it is often spoken of in that way to inspire ad-
miration, and to cause obedience on the part of the people—and
wisely so. But what 7s the majesty of the law? It consists in two
things. The right interpretation of natural law, and a just execution
of that law. Without these two principles operating in civil law,
we have a degraded condition of it. R
There is a common shibboleth familiar to our tongues. 1Itis, ‘‘The
greatest good to the greatest number.”” No proverbial phrase is
more amiss of the mark than that. Majesty includes justice; justice
is merciful;- and mercy is just. These are not two separate things;
they are two aspects of one and the same thing; they are inseparable.
- The just law and the majestic law must apply equally to the rich.
and powerful, as well as to the poor and the weak. It must be uni-
versal; it must hold sway over the whole mass of mankind. Dis-
crimination robs it of majesty and of justice, and degrades it into a
powerful engine for the use of the cruel and the crafty. It has been.
so in every age; it is so in our time. The social wrongs and the
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social conditions, they stagger and fall. We need to cultivate more
fellow-sympathy toward those who fall and extend a ready hand to
help them up again. When that grand old poet—was it Whitman ?—
lay dying, his friend leaned over and asked what last message he had
to give, and almost with his expiring breath he cried: ‘‘ Love to the
world!”’ The Buddhas and the Christs and all the Great Ones of
every past age, all proclaimed: ¢‘ Hatred ceases not by hatred at any
time; hatred ceases by Love.’”’ The old Mosaic law of *a tooth
for a tooth and an eye for an eye,’’ is obsolete and has become en-
crusted with the dust of ages. Let us turn from it entirely; let us
welcome this Law of Love as the Light-Bringer of the New Age.
It is Love, and Love alone, that can lift and bear the world onward.
True Love is having the kindly feeling, the genuine heart-feeling;
and then, when some overt act is committed, instead of hurling con-
demnation at the perpetrator, let us think for a moment, and stay
judgment. Let us try to realize the influences brought to bear upon
him until he could no longer resist. If he be vicious, he but repre-
sents the vicious thought of the race, focused in the individual for
the moment. Indeed, it was really a part of ourselves that acted—
then how can we condemn! We are quick enough to claim credit
for our community when an heroic action is performed. Let us as
quickly take upon ourselves and feel the disgrace of a crime that is
committed in the community, and instead of holding feelings of re-
venge, let us cherish a feeling of fellow sympathy, a desire to help,
a willingness to give the hand and help our brother up the next rung
of his own ladder. THE SOUL IS BROTHER TO ALL THAT LIVES!
ALLEN GRIFFITHS.

THE FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE T. S. A.

Never has there been a more enthusiastic, or more memorable con-
vention than the one recently held in Chicago. Waith the first day
of the new cycle, February 18th, was ushered in before the world
THE UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD founded by Katherine A. Tingley
on January 13th, 1898. With an almost unanimous vote the Con-
vention adopted the resolutions, Mrs. Tingley’s Proclamation, the
Constitution of Universal Brotherhood and a new Constitution of the
Theosophical Society in America.

The Convention assembled on the morning of February 18th, at 10
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224 PACIFIC THEOSOPHIST.

is, I think all will respond in their hearts and at least catch the fragrance of
the true spirit which underlies all I have said. I’ might say here that some
eminent Sanscrit scholars, with whom I came in contact while in India, will
be ready to give their services and furnish to the West much that is of value
in Eastern literature and which has been hitherto obscured.

In conclusion I call upon you all to awaken to the importance of this occa-
sion. Let us enter the new time with all its possibilities, and by the step we
shall overcome the difficulties that seek to obstruct our path.

It behooves us to be on our guard, for the making or marring of the future
lies in our hands. The record we are to make today should be of a unique
character. Let us in the spirit of true brotherly love unfurl the banner of
peace to the world, and endeavor more than ever to make Theosophy, and all
that it implies, a living power in the lives of men.

KATHERINE A. TINGLEY
RESOLUTIONS.

WHEREAS, The Theosophical Sociefy, founded by H. P. Blavatsky, in 1875,
has passed through various phases and changes incident to its growth, and
which were necessay in order to give its teachings proper expression.

And as H. P. Blavatsky prepared the ground for the reception of the foun-
dations of the Temple,

And as William Q. Judge built therein strong and lasting foundations,

Now it has become the arduous, but glorious, duty of their suceessor, Kath-
erine A. Tingley, to éuild and make visible to the world the superstructure
of the * Great Spiritual Temple of Truth.”

WHEREAS, The reorganization effected at Boston, 1895, and followed by or-
ganizations of Theosophists throughout the world, was necessary at fkat time,
owing to conditions then existing. It is #zow npparentthat we have ouigrowsn
the present form of organization, and that it becomes necessary for the /ife of
the movement that it should be given a broader and more universal vehicle
for its proper expression, and that in order to effect this a federation of all the
branches in the world is essential.

WHEREAS, This Convention recognizing that the great development of the
Movement during the past two years is almost entirely due to the wiee leader-
ship of Katherine A. Tingley, and particularly to the efforts of the Crusade
around the world which she originated and carried to asuccessfnl termination:

THAT the work thus accomplished has broadened the lines and immensely
increased the possibilities for the future and our responsibilities in connection
therewith: .

THAT the wise plans laid down and carried into execution by Katherine A.
Tingley, aided by those who loyally followed her suggestions, have raised
Theosophy above suspicion and ridicule and a subject understood only by the
few, and have made it popular, and it is now favorably received thronghout the
world:

THEREFORE be it known that this Convention stands ready to adopt and
carry into effect such suggestions as in the opinion of Katherine A, Tingley
are for the best interests of the Cause.
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