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inexplicable circumstances which mar human life, by declaring that
they are the will of God. The coming of souls to diseased, or de-
formed bodies; to enlightened parents, or to those who are canni-
bals—in short, all the injustices which surround life and clog effort,
are the will of Deity; happen because God permits them: We, as
finite human beings, Christianity declares, must not question the In-
finite; we are to accept whatever happens, no matter how cruel,
unjust, or unnecessary it may seem to us to be, because it is the will
- of God; and God, it assures us, cannot but be just. Since it adopts
the fatalistic hypothesis that all that happens to us is the will of God,
it therefore appeals to that will, exerted arbitrarily, to restore the
disturbed equilibrium, to soothe the outraged sense of justice which
arises in every human breast, by setting up the dogma of forgiveness
of sin through vicarious atonement. Unphilosophical as this dogma
is, it, nevertheless, does make an attempt to establish. a basis of
justice between God and man; but leaves the unjust relations which
exist between man and man wholly unexplained. It fails, also, to
account for the inequalities, and therefore injustices, which attend
birth, and, as God’s providence arranges all these environing condi-
tions, differing applications of the theory become mutually destruct-
ive. God sends us into the world with no knowledge of it, sur-
rounds us with temptations and trials without providing any surety
against our yielding to them; and.then. declares, say his self-
constituted representatives, that the.balance of justice has been
struck by one man suffering for the sins of the whole of humanity.
Such a dogma is the very apotheosis of absurdity. Could the suffer-
ings of one feeble human body restore the disturbed equilibrium be-
tween God and humanity? To say nothing of the inconceivable
force, the infinite knowledge and power of the Great Infinite attempt-
ing to express themselves in the feeble body of a single man, no
matter how pure and holy, it was perfectly impossible for Jesus as a
man to have suffered enough to have atoned, under the law that the
cause must equal the effect, for all the wickedness of mankind. - The
finite cause does not equal the infinite effect; the assertion is unphil-
osophical and illogical.

- The Christian religion permits, almost encourages, crime, by this
method of attempting to force its dogmas to appear just. Vicarious
atonement offers the opportunity for a long life of sensuous, criminal
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_ blind.”” We have too long subscribed to an unphilosophical; un-
truthful, blasphemous philosophy. For we blaspheme Divine Jus-
tice each time we attribute to God such acts. These are man-made
creeds; man-created devils and hells; man-invented dogmas; man-
conceived punishments!

" The law of cause and effect, then, guarantees that if we commit a
sin or a crime, we will be punished exactly to the extent which that
sin or crime demands, and no more, nor no less, because the law pro-
ceeds out of the Infinite, and it is impossible for it to err. It repre-
sents infinite justice, and infinite justice is but one with infinite com-
passion; for who desires to be unjust? ‘Therefore, nature, in cor-
recting our injustices, proves herself to be the great compassionate
Mbther. She is ever striving to set us aright, but she never revenges
herself upon us, as the bible says of Jehovah. The exact penalty is
meted out, the account is settled forever, and we are then fully for-
given. For the voice of nature is that of eternal forgiveness.

Such is the Theosophic conception of justice as between man and
nature, or man and God, and this conception, as already seen, ad-
justs equally well the relation between man and man. Thereis rea-
son to believe that the dogma of individual salvation through vica-
rious atonement, accomplished with fear, doubt, and much, personal
and greatly exaggerated peril, is largely responsible for the growth
of individualism in the West. Man, the unit, instead of humanity,
is the key note to our civilization, and, therefore, there is nothing in
all of the social customs and laws which govern our conduct towards
each other, into which the element of injustice does not enter, and in
many of which it is the ruling principle. Individualism is the curse
of our modern Western civilization. We climb up over the bodies
of our brothers whom we pull down in the. struggle for existence.
Our laws make our extortions and robbing safe, and assure us of
the enjoyment of our spoils. Every usage of Western civilization is
founded upon this teaching of individualism; of guaranteeing to
each man all that he can get by any method short of downright vio-
lence. ‘The law says that if a man takes outright that which belongs
to his neighbor, he is stealing, and it punishes him. Butif a man
discovers something which is of benefit to humanity, or in any other
way acquires a monopoly of anything, theu it permits him to extort
from the community any price he chooses. Men feel repelled by the
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idea of paying fifteen or twenty per cent. interest on money, and de-
nounce it as usury, but if one has the monopoly of a thing and
chooses toask five or ten thousand per cent. profit upon it, he is con-
sidered as acting justly and honorably; no one protests; it is the law,
the custom. What causes us to have such selfish conceptions as
these but our perverted sense of justice, arising through the encour-
agement of individualism, which is the key note to our religion, our
philosophy, and, therefore, of our daily life.

Instead of this individualism, which makes of each man an Ishmael
"~ whose hand is raised against every other man, Theosophy teaches
that men are brothers in reality; that within each man is a divine .
principle which has its source far above this arena of passion and
struggling, which roots in divinity itself. As we strive by altruistic
effort to realize that which we feel to be our highest and holiest as-
pirations, there will come a time when we will recognize this divine
principle as our real self and refuse to 6utrage or wrong it. In that
day, will all these injustices cease, as darkness fades before the ap-
proaching dawn. We cannot compel men to be better by law; but
we can arouse in them a higher, diviner sense of justice, after which
it will be as unnecessary to pass laws to prevent people from being
unjust as it is now to do so to prevent them from being charitable,
and our present unjust laws and usages will be cast aside as a gar-
ment when it is outworn.

There is yet another factor which will help in our conception of
justice and brotherhood. All men are souls incarnated in human-
animal bodies, striving to overcome the animal passions, appetites
and desires, inherent in the body. Ignorant, confused, estranged
by this mysterious incarnation from our divine source, it is inevita-
ble that we make mistakes. How, indeed are we to learn, except
by doing so? Therefore, it seems to me, that suffering, and peghaps
sin, is inevitable. It would be most illogical to suppose that souls
could come into entirely new environments, encounter a phase of
consciousness with which they are totally unacquainted, benumb
their own diviner nature by incarnating in gross animal bodies, and
not make mistakes. ‘They must, it seems to me, fall into error and
commit wrongs.

It is only by the sharp contrasts of opposites that we learn. We
must have objeot lessons; to learn to be virtuous by the contrast
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THE CLOSING CYCLE¥*

BY WILLIAM Q. JUDGE.

Who is the person who gave out the concrete statement that 1897
was to be the close of the cycle when something would happen? It
was H. P. Blavatsky. There is not the slightest doubt about it that
she did say sé, nor that she fully explained it to several personé.
Now is there any doubt at all that she said, as had been so long said
from the year 1875, that 1897 would witness the shutting of the door?
What door? Door to what? What was or is toend? Isthe T. S.
to end and close all the books? '

Nothing is more plain than that H. P. Blavatsky said, on the di-
rect authority of the Masters, that in the last twenty-five years of
each century an effort is made by the Lodge and its agents with the
‘West, and that it ceases in its direct and public form and influence
with the twenty-fifth year. Those who believe her will believe this;
those who think they know more about it than she does, will invent
other ideas suited to their fancies. She explained, as will all those
who are taught (as are many) by the same Mastérs, that were the
public effort to go on any longer than that, a reaction would set in
very similar to indigestion. Time must be given for assimilation,
or the ‘‘dark shadow’’ which follows all innovations would crush
the soul of man. ‘The great public, the mass, must have time and
also material. Time isever. The matter has been furnished by the
Masters in the work done by H. P. Blavatsky in her books, and
what has grown out of those. She has said, the Masters have siad,
and I again assert it for the benefit of those who have any faith in
me, that the Masters have told me that they helped her write the
Secret Doctrine, so that the future seventy-five and more years should .
have some material to work on, and that in the coming years that
book and its theories would be widely studied. The material given
has then to be worked over, to be assimilated for the welfare of all.
No extinguisher will fall, therefore, on us. The T. S., as a whole,
will not have the incessant care of the Masters in every part, but
must grow up to maturity on what it has with the help to come from
those few who are ‘‘chosen.’”’ H. P. Blavatsky has clearly pointed

*From [rish Theosophist, January, 1895.
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out in the K¢y, in her conclusion, that the plan is to keep the T. S.
alive as an active free, unsectarian body during all the time of wait-
ing for the next great Messenger, who will be herself beyond ques-
tion. Thereby will be furnished the well-made tool with whick to work
in grander scale, and without the fearful opposition she had without
and within when she began this time. And in all this time of wait-
ing the Master, ‘‘that great Initiate, whose single will upholds the
entire movement,’’ will have his mighty hand spread out wide be-
hind the Society. Up to 1897 the door is open to anyone who has
the courage, the force, and the virtue to TRy, so that he can go in
and make a communication with the I,odge which shall not be bro-
ken at all when the cycle ends. But at the striking of the hour the
door will shut, and not all your pleadings and cryings will open it
to you. Those who have made the connection will have their own
door open, but the public general door will be closed. That is the
true relation of the ‘extinguisher’’ as given by H. P. Blavatsky and
the Master. It seems very easy to understand.

‘‘Many are called, but few are chosen,’’ because they would not
allow it. The unchosen are those who have worked for themselves
alone; those who have sought for knowledge for themselves without
a care about the rest; those who have had the time, the money, and
the ability to give good help to Masters’ cause, long ago defined by
them to work for mankind and ‘not for self, but have not used it
thus. And, sadly, too, some- of the unmarked and unchosen are
those who walked a long distance to the threshold, but stopped too
long to hunt for the failings and the sins they were sure some brother
pilgrim had, and then they went back farther and farther, building
wells behind them as they went. They were called and almost cho-
sen; the first faint lines of their names were beginning to develop in
the book of this century; but as they retreated, thinking indeed,
they were inside the door, the lines faded out, and other names
flashed into view. ‘Those other names are those belonging to hum-
ble persons here and there whom these proud aristocrats of occultism
thought unworthy of a moment’s notice. What seems to me either
a printer’s error or a genuine mistake in ————"’s article is on page
26, where he says: ‘‘Will be knowledge generally diffused through-
out the cultured classes.”’ ‘The italics are mine. No greater error
could seem possible. The cultured classes are perfectly worthless,
as a whole, to the Master builders of the Lodge. They are good in
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]ilgtorial. '

. —
PRINCIPLE AGAINST PERSONALITY.

The Theosophical Society is a strong, powerful organization. Consequently
we have in it strong and able personalities. This was to have been expected;
it is a law of growth  The strong individuality requires the strong personal-
ity for a vehicle. Also, the loaves and fishes, at least under the form of hon-
ors and power, are in evidence within the ranks of our body. This, too, was
to have been anticipated; it is the law of growth as exemplified in the lower
Quaternary of the Society, so to speak.

But, nevertheless, these points of danger must be carefully guarded. But
one person in the whole Theosophical movement holds position because of in-
herent right to do so, and that person is Mrs. Tingley. She alone is chosen
by those who have the great Theosophical movement in charge—the MASTERS.
But, apart from this leader—and she has no official connection with the The-
osophical Society—there is no man so high as to demand him for the head of
the exoteric movement; none so low that they may not be candidates for its
highest honors. Let there be no ‘‘rings,’’ nor ‘‘slates,” in selecting those
who are to represent us as our officers—and servants. Let there be no attempt
to resort to the contemptible political methods of our time. Let our deliber-
ations be spontaneous, liberal, dignified.

The karma of the Gnostics presses heavily upon us. The pride of Leader-
ship had more to do with the failure of that movement than is generally rec-
ognized. Its splitting into schisms and sects was an active agent in its des-
truction. Already that old karma has riven our Society in twain, working
through the personal pride of one of the old time dissenters and would-be

leaders. Already appear others laden with that same karma of insane desire
to be leaders—to rule or ruin.

This danger was foreseen by the Great Lodg= and as carefully guarded
‘against as possible when the present movement was inaugurated. In the old
time, the pride of leadership was fortified by personal interpretation of facts
and theories but partially explained. Now the great central truths have been
more fully unveiled, and the printing press has made forgery, garbling, and
suppression difficult, if not quite impossible. Thus the two wings of the The-

- osophical Society today differ little or nothing as to philosophy. On ethics
they are entirely agreed. So that all the danger of repeating the old Gnostic
splitting up, and, therefore, of the gradual death of this movement, lies in per-
sonal desire for leadership. »

Let all Theosophists recognize this thoroughly, and promptly suppress any
attempt to divide, and so weaken, the Society on the part of anyone whom-
soever. There must be no exceptions. Indeed, our policy must rather tend
towards that of the old tyrant who illustrated his methods by passing through
a wheat field and knocking off the heads higher than the others. Caput
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leads them to unswervingly support the Messenger. Here and there, flitting
flashes flare out of the ominous clouds for an instant and dazzle the unwary;
but, dying out, leave the deluded to grope in denser darkness. But still the
Great Light shines on with ever increasing brilliancy ; the faithful Watcher
attends the Flame ; the Messenger’s Voice is heard by those in whose hearts
burns the Light of the Spiritual Sun, and the conquering Host is borne upon
the irresistible tide into the triumphant Golden Age! ALLEN GRIFFITHS.

BRANCH REPORTS.

70 the C oast Branches:

Excelsior T. S., San Jose, Cal.—At our regular Sunday meeting we have
taken up the different phases of life, as they came before us. On December
12th we had a lecture by Miss Anne Bryce. Branch meetings are held Tues-

day evenings, and though we have no increase of members to report, we do
feel an increase of strength.—Miss I,. S. MORGAN.

Kshanti T. S., Victoria B. C.—December lectures: ‘ One on Many Lives,”’
F. C. Berridge; “The Law of Love,” T. Henson; ‘ The Ancient Wisdom Re-
ligion,’”” H. W. Graves; ‘‘ The Birth of Christ,” F. E. Whitesides.—W. H.
BERRIDGE.

Los Angeles, Cal.,, T. S.—Branch meetings are well attended and induce
great interest. Lectures: ‘“ The Work of Great Men,” H: A. Gibson; ** Prac-
tical Theosophy,” P. S. Hefleman; ‘‘Power of Imagination,” H. A. Gibson;
“ Hvidences of Reincarnation,” A. B. Clark; ¢‘ Liberty,” 'H. A. Gibson; ¢ The
New Order of Things,” Dr. G. F. Mohn; “The Larger View of Christmas,”
H. A. Gibson; “ Keynotes,” Mrs. J. A. Brink.—H. B. LEADER. ‘

New Century T. S., Portland, Or.—Our new quarters, 629 Marquam bmld—
ing, located in the very best part of the city, are inviting in appearance, and
‘“the feel” is good. Meetings are held Sunday and Wednesday evenings,
with a study class Sunday afternoon at 3. December 15th a book social was
held, at which 45 volumes were donated. H. A. Gibson, of Loos Angeles, is here
for a number of weeks; from the interest manifested, all are looking forward
with bright anticipations of future good. Subjects: ¢ The Inner Man,” Dr.
Ernest Barton; ‘“The Crime of Hypnotism,” J. H. Scotford; “ Why I am a
Theosophist,”” Dr. Crist; ‘“ Elementary Theosophy,’’ Dr. Barton; ‘‘ The Astral
World and its Forces,”” Mrs. C. Mclntire; ‘‘ Brotherhood,”” Mrs, Dr. Barton;
‘“ Reincarnation,” J. H. Scotford; « Our Conception of Ideals,” Mrs. McIntire.
—C. E. WILBER.

Olympia, Wash., T. S.—The following officers have been elected for the
following year: President, Dr. H. 8. Strickland; Vice-President, Mrs. H. E.

Ogden; Secretary, Mrs. M. L. Burntrager. Work proceeds steadily in Branch
and public meetings.—MRS. A. R. SHIMMONS.

Pasadena, Cal., T. S.—November and December lectures: ¢ Heroism,” H,
B. Leader; ‘‘ The Master Key to the Greater Mysteries,”” E. E. Synge; ‘‘ The
Finding of the Christ,”’ Dr. G. F. Mohn; ¢ The Larger View,’”” H. A. Gibson;
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haps the most prosperous in the history of the Society. Perfect unity of ac-
tion has been manifest, meetings have been well attended, a large volume of
work has been performed, and there has been a considerable gain in member-
ship.

““During the year three lines of work were suspended. One of these—the
meetings at the Men’s Home—was stopped because of the lack of workers,
those engaged in it having their time occupied in other directions, but if other
members desire to take up the work the opportunity still presents itself.
Meetings at the Sailor’s Union were suspended because of the fact that all the
sailors were at work, and consequently unable to attend. At San Quentin
Penitentiary our work ceased because of a revolt among the prisoners, follow-
ing which all meetings there were closed. Negotiations are now pending
looking to a reopening of this activity. .

“ New activities established are the Brotherhood Auxiliary a social organi-
zation; and the International Brotherhood League, with its series of three
meetings. .

‘¢ A valuable form of propaganda instituted during the year is the placing of
leaflets on coast and river steamers. By this means the outlines of Theosophy
are presented to the ‘traveling public, as evidenced by the distribution of 30,000
leaflets during the year.

‘“To conclude the review of the year, we may add that the various study
classes have done good work. The Beginner's Class has studied the Ocean of
Theosophy; the Secret Doctrine Class has done much studying of H. P. B.’s
master work, and the Ethical Class concluded its analysis of Patanjali’s Yoga
Aphorisms, and is now reading the Voice of the Silence. The Lotus Group
was re-organized in September and has made a gain in attendance; and the Sew-
ing Class has continued its meetings, at which are given instructions in Theoso-
phy and needlework. All of these classes are open to members and others.”

December lectures: *‘ Our Other Lives,’”” Miss J. D. Hassfurther; ¢ Why Do
We Not Remember Our Past Lives?’ H. H. Somers; *‘ Necessity for Earth
Life,”” Rev J. S. David; ‘“Theosophy as Applied to Daily Life,”” Mrs. F. E.
Wait; Branch study: ‘“ Proofs of Reincarnation,”” H. H. Somers and Alfred
Spinks; ‘ Purpose of Life,”” E. S. Stephenson; ‘ Why Do We Not Remember
Our Past Lives?” J. A. Scharlin and J. T. Moriarty.—A. J. JOEHNSON.

Stockton, Cal,, T. S.—Quite an interest was, shown in the public lectures
during December. Subjecis: ‘“Maya or Illusion,” ¢ Thought,” * Ethics of
Theosophy,” ¢ Manas.”’—MRsS. ELMIRA F. WEST.

Triangle T. S., Alameda, Cal.—December was a period of much activity.
Attendance at Branch and Sunday meetings has been very good—an increase
over the preceding month. Subjects of Branch study: *‘ Duty,’’ *‘ Thought,”’
“Will,” “Is Life Worth Living,’’ ‘“The Life of Christ.”” Lectures: ¢ The
Lost Chord,”” H. B. Monges; ‘“ The Holy Grail,” C. B. Woodruff; * Theoso-
phy as Applied to Life,” Mrs. F. E. Wait; ¢ Is Life Worth Living?” Miss
Jennie Tuttle. —CHAS B. WOODRUFF.

AMOS J. JOHNSON, Sec. P. C. T. C.
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Studies in O{cultwm (Blavatskv) 6 vols., ..... ........c.ocvn oiinn . .....cloth 1.50 °

Study of -Man, and the Way to Health (Buck)... ...... ............. e 2.50
Through the Gates of Gold M.C) v B M .50
Transdctions Blavatsky Lodge,..................... ..., I\o 1, paper, 50C; No.2 . .35
Upanishads, The Twelve Principal......... et e e .cloth 3.00
Voice ¢f the Silence (Blavatsky), ... ... ... .... ................. Red Leather 25, 1.00
Wonder-Light and Other Tales for Children (Ver Planck) ........ ey .50
Working Glossary for Theosophlcal Students. .. ... e e e cloth .so
Yoga Sutraof Patanjali.(Dvivedi) .. .. ... .. ... ... .. .. L Boards 1.00

Numerous Valuable Leaflets, such as Culture of Concentration, Modern Failings, Deva-
chan, etc., at from 1 to 10 cents each. Send for complete Price L!st )
™~ 2 -

: TH EOSOPHIC BOOKS
T he Secret Doctrine.........cooiv . L $12.50.

The Svathesis of Science, Religion and Phllosophy By H. P. Blavatskv. New and revised
edition, with Index bound as a supplementary \.olume.

1515 Unveiled e, s e e S $7.50.

A Master Key to the Mysteries of Ancient and Modern Science and T heology . By H. P.
Blavatsky. - Royal 8vo, ‘2 volumes, about 1,500 pages. .

The Ocean of Theosophy ... ................ creeennen. $1.00

» By William Q. Judge. Giving a clear and connected idea of the fundamental prmcxples of
the\“ﬁsdom Religjon. N

Remcarnatlon ......... e $1 .00. \Paper 90c.

'A Study of; the Hutnan Soul, in its relation to rebirth, evolution, post-mortem states, the
compound natyre of man, hvpnotlsm etc, Proving the gxistence of the Soul, its rebirth upon
earth, its' state'\during the intervals of Ms earth-lives, etc. By Jerome A. Anderson, M. D.

Septenary Man................. e $1.00. Paper, 50c,

A study of the Human Soul, in relation to the various vehicles, or avenues, of Comélous
ness (technically known as the Seven Principles), by means of which it brings itself into rela-
tion with the Outer Cosmos: including a brief examination of Dream and the Problems of He-
redity. By Jerome A. Anderson, M. D.

- Letters That Have Helped Me\.....‘ ...... e, _— 50c.

- Cowpiled by Jasper Niemand. Printed on handsonie super- -calendered paper, same size
page as the Orean of T/zeosoplzy, Light ctoth wnh olive-green side stamp.

Karma ... oo e el $1.00. Paper, 50c.

A study of the Law of Cause and Effect. By Jerome A. Anderson.

A Study of Man. ..o oo e $2.50,

And the Way to Health. ByJ. D. Buck M. D.

“THEOSO PHY.”

- A MAGAZINE
Dewoted /o the Theosophical Movement, the Brothevhood of Humanitly, the

‘ - Study of Occult Science and Philosophy and Aryan Literature.
" E.T. HARGROVE, EDITOR,
Founded i m 1886, Under the Title of 7% Path, by WM. Q. JUDGE.

Beginning with June, 1897, every issue of thismagazine will be made a complete propaganda
leaflet in itself, suitable for distribution at all public meetings, as well as for donation to in-
dividnal enquirers  In addition to the usual articles on Theosophical topics, many important _
subjects will be dealt with by prominent writers who have not thus far contributed 10 this ™
magazine. Hs size will be increased to sixty-four octavo pages, while its Rnce will remgin
the same,

As a potent means of spreadmg and popularizing a\mow\]edge of Theosophy. this maga-
zine ought to be sustained by every member of the Society.

Subscription—$2.00 per Year in Advance. 20c per Copy.

If it be found more convenient to take onlv a six months’ subscription, the amount for the
same—one dollar—will be received as a trial subscription.

TlﬂEOsdPH[CAL PUBLISHING COMPANY /
144 MADISON A\E . NEW Yan\ City

PACIFIC COAST ’T‘HFO%OPHICAL CcCOMM! FTF‘E
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES BUILDING, SAN FrANCISCO.




