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the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency, shall be as when God

overthrew Sodom and GomorrahA
Isaiah xiil. jj, ig.
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“Peres;

“Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and
Persians. ™ Dan. v. 28.



PREFACE.

We are merely prosecuting the task begun iIn
Study No. Eleven. The Medo-Persian Empire was
the natural successor to that of the Babylonian, and in
separating its times and incidents from those of the
former we are making a logical subdivision that will
facilitate the investigations of our fellow students.

In checking our work the reader Is requested to
keep Study No. Ten open before him, at the proper
page of the Harmonized Scale, and to have Study
No. Eleven at hand for reference to all the years
between 3221 a.m., and 3463 a.m., inclusive. Of
course, the task involves as much or as little collat-
eral study as the reader desires to put upon it, the
more the better; but it should be chiefly among the
original authorities, and the data should be adjusted
to the Scale according to the principles set forth iIn
the Our Race News-Leaflet for May, 1894.

With Chronology thus made easy and interesting
on the Log-book system, a foundation is presented
upon which any amount of independent and original
work may be undertaken. The field is rich, and
behold it is before you.

C. A I_ Totten.
Easter Tide, 1894 A. D.



“ Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare
raiment as the clay; he “nayprepare it, but thejust shallpin

It on, and the Innocent shall divide the silver.”
Job xxvil. 16-ij.



In the present Study we shall attempt to thread
the Chronology of one of the most important chapters
of Human History, and although it is a region
wherein the majority of our predecessors have gone
hopelessly adrift, we are satisfied that we shall pio-
neer our fellow students through it, not only without
any loss of reckoning, but with increasing interest as
we progress. It is rich in incident, both secular and
sacred; its recital is enhanced by the careers of many
noble characters, and It bears the seal of Prophecy.
We are now really in the Heart of History, for within
the brief limits of the Medo-Persian Era is the entire
Week of Millennaries bisected! Well into it the years
of Daniel’s ministry extend; Cyrus and Darius the
Mede are bold figures In its opening scenes; Zerub-
babel and Joshua lay therein the foundations of the
Second Temple; Marathon, Thermopylae, Salamis,
and the Peloponnesian war lend it military interest;
Zoroaster and Confucius, Herodotus and Meton,'
Socrates, Xenophon and Philip of Macedon cross its
stage; Esther graces its courts; and Esdras, Ezra and
Nehemiah punctuate its chronology. And herein, too,
begin anew the Jubilees of Judah’s Post-exilic Scale,
and the Sabbatic years that lead up with unerring
accuracy to the Anointed Prince. Surely the mine is
full of Silver, to refine which, with God’s help, is now
our task. Let us, therefore, to it without further
prelude.



“He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silverj
nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this also Is

V a n i1 ty E ¢c c¢c | e s . wvlO
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The Medo-Persian
Arms and Breast of Silver.

3465 - 3471 AM.; +194; 3666-3672 AM
'

DANIEL vii. 5.



‘IAnd he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver;
and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as
gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offer-
Ing In righteousness, Mali, iIn. 3,



THE TIMES OP THE GENTILES.

" THE ARMS MID BREAST OF SILVER.

Here beginneth the Chronological History of the
Medo-Persian Empire. Its origines extend over a
“week of years,” to wit: 3465 a.m. to 3471 a.m., and
its duration is 201 years measured in a sevenfold
braid, but prominently from its central year 3468
a.m. (see explanation under “ Head of Gold,” page
91, Study No. Eleven). This Empire was seen by
Daniel in the similitude of a Bear, that raised itself
upon one side, i. e., lay like Persia on the East and
extended all its conguests to the West; and it had
three ribs in its teeth, which were Lydia, Babylon,
and Egypt; and so it arose and devoured much flesh
(Daniel wvii. 5). Let us now follow its eventful
history.

3464 A. M., 335 B. C

Cyrus finally returns to Assyria, and leads his army
against Babylon. Being stopped by the river Gyndes,
he employed his army for the whole Summer, omu
nously dividing it into 360 parts, one for every day In
the Babylonian year! and fulfilling his threat that
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women should ford it without touching their knees!
(Herod. Lib. L. v.).

3465 a.m., 534 b.c. Thericles Archon. Cyrus now
encountered and defeated Belshazzar in open battle
(at the close of the 16th year of his reign), who there-
upon retired behind the impregnable fortifications
that had been built by Nitocris. With the spring of
this year, the 21st year of the Medo-Persian alliance
(3445 a.m.) began, and the 9th year since the siege of
Sardis (3456 a.m.) ended.

Cyrus now commenced to surround Babylon with
broad and deep lines of circumvallation, upon the
completion of which—

3466 a.m., 533 B-c=> Cyrus divided his army into 12
monthly relays, and ordered them to watch and guard
the trenches in turn. The siege and investment of
the city of Babylon was thus formally inaugurated
about the middle of the year, at which time occurred
the death of Amytis, the aged Queen of Nebuchad-
nezzar and the mother of Nabonidus, i. e., according
to Herodotus, some two years before the city fell.

[The inscription-tablet of Cyrus (lately brought to
England by Mr. Rassam) puts the death of Amytis,
the king’s mother, much earlier, /. e., in the 9th year
of Nabonidus, which was 9 to 11 years before the
Capture of the City (according as this capture is
placed in 3466 or 3468 a.m.).

As already set forth in Study No. Eleven (pages
T35 to 153), the chronological circumstances surround-
Ing the Fall of Babylon are by no means solved, whether
by others or ourselves, i. e.,, the “filling” of the 25
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years (26 inclusive) which extend from the accession
of Evil Merodach, 3443 a.m., to the first year of
C3UTLS, 3468 a.M., has yet to be authoritatively estab-
lished and settled. As for ourselves, we are merely
bridging them as best we can pending the discovery
of such a system as shall harmonize all the conditions
Involved.

There are Several of our correspondents who are
peculiarly fitted for just this task>and we trust they
will be led to undertake it. In the meantime, let
the rest of us note that whatsoever shall eventuate as
the true order of events within this doubtful quarter
of a century is without prejudice to the chronological
emplacement of previous and subsequent events.

The case Is similar to the intermediate order of
events between the Discovery of America in 1492
a.d., and the Celebration at Chicago in 1892 a.d.,
which iIs a matter of 400 solar years to the selfsame
day, no matter how the historians agree or disagree
as to their interior arrangement. We, therefore,
present a tabular view of some of the conditions, and
wish to go on record as anticipating that the scheme
to the right of the division line will probably be jus-
tified; at any rate, it is the basis upon which we
should ourselves attempt the “ first approximation”
towards harmonizing all the statements of the
ancient authorities (see next page).]

Returning, however, to the matter in hand, 3466
a.m, . —

Nabonidus now wholly retired from even a nominal
control, leaving Nitocris, his own Queen and the
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'The heart of history
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mother .of Belshazzar, as his representative, and as
the First Ruler in the kingdom. Belshazzar was thus
the Second Ruler, and the beginning of his sole reign
may be dated from these events in his 17-18th year.
(N. B. It will be remembered that we have placed
Daniel’s Visions, vii. and viii., in the Ist and 3d years
of his associate-reign. See 3449 and 3451 a.m. They
may belong in 3463 and 3465 a.m., or even in 3466
and 3468. a.m., according to the true emplacement of
the years intended).

In the middle of this same year, Cyrus became as-
sociate King of Persia, from which time, the last nine
years of his life, and of this special sceptre of his
patrimonial kingdom are to be dated (3466J+ 9
34751 a.m.).

Tarquinius Superbus, the last king of Rome, as-
cends, and reigns to the Expulsion, 24 years (see 3490
A M),

“LXII. Olympiad. Eryxias, Chalcidean, Stadium;
in wrestling, Milo the Crotoniate. He conquered in
the Olympic games six times; in the Pythian, six
times; in the Isthmian, ten times; in the Nemean,
nine times.” Polycrates usurps at Samos.

3467 a.m., 532 b.c. Anacreon at the court of Poly-
crates of Samos.

3468 a.m., 531 b.c. Darius, 62 years old; Cyrus,
63 (see 3405 and 3406 a.m.); the 17th year of Queen
Nitocris (representing Nabonidus, who was possibly
Evil Merodach, in the 26th year of his total reign; or
else Nabonidus was his brother in the 20th year of
his reign) the 2~3d of Belshazzar’'s sole reign (19th
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total); the 26th year since the accession of Evil Mero-
dach (see 3443 a.m.) ; the 23d year of Darius (see 3445
a.m.)*

The second year of the actual siege of Babylon ends
With the middle of this year, but before its termina-
tion, Providence revealed to Cyrus a stratagem and a
fit season for its successful execution. The great
Annual Festival of Babylon drew near, at which time
Cyrus was informed that the Babylonians gave them-
selves up to drink and revelry* Profiting by this op-
portunity, he directed operations for breaking the
dams between the river and the canal leading into
the great lake (420 furlongs wide) that Nitocris had
built, whereby, at the time appointed, the river could
be exhausted and the city be entered from opposite
sides upon its bed, by two parties of picked men under
Gobryas and Gadates.

In the meantime, the Babylonians waxed negligent
through over confidence in their safety, and the fatal
night of the Great Festival drew on apace. Accord-
Ing to the Inscription of Cyrus, Nabonidus was re-
garded as the ruler of Babylon at the time of its fall,
his mother, Amytis, having died some years before
(see 3466 a.m.) The King, himself, was at Tema or
Teva, a suburb of Babylon, from whence he fled
(after*the fall of the city) to E-tur-Kalama; thence he
fled to Shippah, where he was finally captured and
brought to Babylon. The same inscription states
that the King’s son (Belshazzar) was at Accad, feast-
Ing with his soldiers and great men, when the city
fell. It was, therefore, at this latter place, and not
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at Babylon, that the scenes covered by Daniel v. 1-30,
took place. AIll of these cities seem to have been
within the celebrated
“ Median wall” which
we must regard as form-
Ing the extreme north-
ern boundary of the
fortified precincts of
Babylon, considered as
the metropolis, and sur-
rounded, itself, by 25
miles of wall upon each
side. According to His-
tory, the city of Babylon
was taken by the Persians commanded by Cyrus in
person. This was accomplished early in the evening*;
but the death of Belshazzar seems to have been
compassed by a religious conspiracy originating
among his own nobles. So soon as the news of the
fall of Babylon reached Accad (by midnight) the
conspirators, already excited by Daniel’s interpreta-
tion of the handwriting on the wall, consummated
their purpose, and thereafter revolted to Darius, who
thus received the kingdom of Babylon in particular,
while Cyrus took that of the entire empire, it being
the 2Ilst year since he first marched with Darius
against Neriglissar (see 3448 a.m.) and two years
after he had succeeded as an associate king with his
father, to the Persian Kingdom proper. When
Daniel interpreted the handwriting on the wall and
was made the third ruler of the Empire of Babylon,
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the three were: ist, Nitocris, the queen mother,
standing for Nabonidus; 2d, Belshazzar; 3d, Daniel.

From the Cylinder-inscription of Cyrus, which
takes up the history of Babylon where the annalistic
tablet leaves it, we extract the following:

“ The gods dwelling within them left their shrines
In anger when [Nabonidus] brought them to Babylon.
Merodach went about to all men wherever were
their seats; and the men of Sumer and Accad, whom
he had sworn should attend him [besought him to
return}. The favor he granted; he came back; all
lands, even the whole of them, rejoiced and ate.
And he sought after a king to guide aright in the
heart what his hands uphold. Cyrus, king of Elam,
he proclaimed by name for the sovereignty; all men
everywhere commemorate his name. The men of
Kurdistan [Gutium] and all the army of the Barbari-
ans [Manda] of Ekbatana he made bow down to his
feet; the men of the black-headed race [the Acca-
dians], whom he conquered with his hand, he
governed in justice and righteousness.

“ Merodach the great lord, the restorer of his
people, beheld with joy the deeds of his vicegerent,
who was righteous in hand and heart. To his city
of Babylon he summoned his march. He bade him
take the road to Babylon; like a friend and a comrade
he went at his side. The weapons of his vast army,
whose number, like the waters of a river, could not
be known, were made ready, and he marshalled his
forces. Without fighting or battle he caused him to
enter into Babylon; his city of Babylon feared; in
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a place difficult of access, Nabonidus, the king, who
worshipped him not, he gave into his hand. The
men of Babylon all of them [and] the whole of
Sumer and Accad, the nobles and priests who had
revolted, kissed his feet; they rejoiced in his sover-
eignty; their faces shone. The god who In his
ministering raises the dead to life, who benefits all
men in difficulty and prayer, has in goodness drawn
nigh to him, has made strong his name.

““1 am Cyrus, the king of legions, the great king,
the powerful king, the king of Babylon, the king of
Sumer and Accad, the king of the four zones, the
son of Kambyses the great king, the king of Elam;
the grandson of Cyrus the great king, the king of
Elam; the great-grandson of Teispes the great king,*
the king of Elam; of the ancient seed-royal, whose
rule has been beloved by Bel and Nebo, whose
sovereignty they have cherished according to the
goodness of their hearts.

“ At that time | entered Babylon in peace. W.ith
joy and gladness in the palace of the kings | exalted
the seat of my dominion. Merodach, the great lord
[cheered] the heart of his servant, whom the sons
of Babylon [obeyed each] yearandday. . . . My
vast armies he marshalled peacefully in the midst of
Babylon; throughout Sumer and Accad | have no
revilers. The sanctuaries of Babylon and all its
fortresses | established in peace.”

Upon the death of Belshazzar, and his family, the
Dynasty of Nebuchadnezzar ended, and the domain

* See genealogical tree, page 26.
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of the Babylonian Empire became merged into that
of the Medo-Persian, whose Biblico-Chronological ori-
gin may, therefore, be specially dated from this year
in which “ Darius the Mede ” took the Kingdom. He
(Cyaxares) had already been the King of Media for
23 years (3445-68 a.m., inclusive,) and reigned but 25
In all, or 2 after these new conquests (3468 + 2—
3470 a.m., q.v.). As soon as the affairs of Babylon
were set in order (Dan.vi. i1-2),Gobryas was left as Gov-
ernor in Babylon, and Darius returned to Ecbatana to
look after his ancient Kingdom of Media, while Cyrus
went to visit his own father and mother, then alive in
Persia. From thence, Cyrus himself went on to Ecba-
tana, where he was forthwith married in great state, to
the daughter and only child of Darius, thus adding
solidity to the bonds which united the Medo-Persian
alliance. Darius, and Cyrus with his new queen, now
returned in splendor to Babylon, where Daniel’s merits
soon elicited the special interest of the King (Dan.
vi. 3). In this same year occurred Daniel’s most
important Messianic Vision, that of the 70 weeks (Dan,
IX. 1-27) of which, more anon (see 3452 a.m. and 3558
a.m.). Ptolemy makes no record of Darius or Bel-
shazzar, but dates the accession of Cyrus himself from
the 17th of Nabonidus, assigning to him (Cyrus) 9
years of personal rule (/. e.yfrom the middle of 3466
a.m. 10 that of 3475 a.m.) towhich, if we add 21 earlier
years, we obtain the 30 years’ reign assigned him by
others, and may reverse to the year 3445 a.m., In the
middle of which he originally marched to the assistance
of Darius, and became Military King of Medo-Persia.



FACTS OF SILVER. 25

[In discussing the difficulties surrounding the iden-
tification of “ Darius the Mede,” Mr. Deane says,
“It I1s generally allowed at present, by those who
are most competent to judge, that the word Darius
IS the name of an office, meaning a governor, rather
than a proper name. |If this Is the case, we may
with good reason.identify him with Gobryas, whom,
as the inscription states, ‘ Cyrus appointed his gov-
ernor in Babylon.” The text implies that Darius
the Mede was not king by his own right, for it is
carefully stated that ‘Darius received the kingdom,’
and again, that ‘ Darius was made king.” He must
have received the kingdom from some one who had a
right to bestow it; he must have been made king by
some one who had a right to constitute a king. Now
Gobryas was made a 4Darius’ or governor by Cyrus,
according to the inscription; why, then, should not the
Darius of Daniel be the Gobryas of the inscription ?”

Well, there Is no reasonper se why this may not be
the case, indeed, we have a parallel case which may
be cited in point, to wit: in the inscription of Xerxes,
who calls himself “ Xerxes” and “ the son of King
Darius the Archsemenian,” (/. of Darius Hys-
taspes); we also find he calls himself “ barius the
King!” (See page 140)*

* The Septuagint translators were so confused by this pro--
miscuous use of Darius, both as a Proper name and a Regnal
title, that they maintain that Artaxerxes and Darius are the
same person! Artaxerxes, like Xerxes, was a Darius, and so
Gobryas, If the son of Astyages, was a Darius, and may have had
the proper naslie Darius also /
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But Josephus maintains that * Darius the Median”
was a son of Astyages, and a kinsman of Cyrus;
while others identify him with Cyaxares Il. There
IS no reason why they may not all be right, i. e., it is
possible that Gobryas was Cyaxares Il. or Darius
the Mede, i. e.ythe son of Astyages, who was himself
the Ahasuerus of Dan. ix. i. This latter name is one
of similar confusion; for instance, Cambyses the son
of Cyrus is called Ahasuerus in Ezra iv. 6; while
Xerxes, who also calls himself Darius in his inscrip-
tion, is called Ahasuerus in Esther (1. 1). It Is our
opinion that these Persian kings had respectively
and severally all of these names, and the best way to
set forth the results of our own studies in these con-
fusing premises is to submit a Genealogical and
Dynastic diagram covering the whole field, so that
others may get to work thereat and verify or dis-
prove it.]

THE EDICT OF CYRUS, 531 B. C. (SPRING).

But the first year of Darius, in so far as the Chal-
dean realm is concerned (Dan. ix.), was also the first
of Cyrus, as now shown in this Chronology (and as
Intimated in Study No. Eight, page 318), hence this
(3468 a.m.) Is the year in which Cyrus issued his fa-
mous decree for the Restoration of the Jews (Ezra I.
2, 3, 4, etc.). It doubtless synchronized with the 9th
day of the I. Sacred, or 7th Civil, month of this calen-
dar year, and thus officially closed the 70 years of
“ Servitude” (3398™-a.m.-3468" a.m.) as dated from
the defeat of Jehoiakim after Daniel’s deportation
(Dan. 1. 1-21; see Study No. Two, page 159), frpm
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which circumstance we may understand the anxiety
of Daniel as expressed in Daniel ix. 2-3, etc.*

From the Cylinder-inscription of Cyrus we extract
as follows:

“As for the sons of Babylon . . . their ruins
I repaired, and I delivered their prisoners. FOI’
the work . . . of Merodach, the great lord, |

prepared, and he graciously drew nigh unto me,
Cyrus, the king, his worshipper, and to Kambyses
my son, the offspring of my heart, and to all my
army, and in peace we duly restored its front [in]
glory. . . . From [the city of] . to the
cities of Assar and lIstar . . . | restored the
gods who dwelt in them to their places, and |
enlarged [for them] seats that should be long endur-
ing; all their peoples | assembled, and | restored
their lands.

“ All the gods of Sumer and Accad whom Naboni-
dus, to the anger of the lord of gods [he] had brought
Into Babylon, | settled in peace in their sanctuaries
by the command of Merodach, the great lord. In
the goodness of their hearts may all the gods whom

* Should it eventually turn out that Babylon was captured
In 3466 ..m., and that Darius, or Gobryas, whether identical or
not, began to rule therein at that time, yet none the less will
the year 3468 a.m. be the proper one to assign to Cyrus, who in
this case must be regarded as taking the actual reins of Empire
at the death of Darius rather than at the Fall of the City. (The
year 3468 a.m. is the one in which the confusion as to events
between the accession of Evil Merodach and Cyrus terminates,
and subsequent events move harmoniously from it, as we shall
see).
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| have brought into their strong places daily inter-
cede before Bel and Nebo that they should grant me
length of days; may they bless my projects with
prosperity, and may they say to Merodach my Lord,
that Cyrus the king, thy worshipper, and Kambyses
his son deserve thy favor.”

The decree of Cyrus closedonly thefirst of four several
periods of 70 years! whose beginnings spread over
a period of 19 years.

These were respectively (1) the “ Servitude,” be-
ginning in 3398 a.m. and now just ended; (2) the
“ Captivity,” beginning in 3406 a.m.; (3) the “ In-
dignation,” dated from 3415 a.m.; and (4) the “ Des-
olation ~ of the Land, which began in 3417 a.m., when
Johanan deserted it and fled to Egypt with the Royal
Remnant.

It was, perhaps, the appreciation of the fact that
probably 19 years yet remained before the desolation
of Jerusalem would be fully accomplished (see 3487
a.m.) that drove the prophet to seek the Lord “ by
prayer and supplication, with fasting and sackcloth and
ashes,” while his grief would certainly have been in-
creased could he have perceived the additional fact that
yet other 70 years (3487 + 70"=3557 a.m.) were also
destined to transpire before Jerusalem had sufficiently
recovered from her desolation to be allowed to pos-
sess a Wall; as a matter of fact, the 70 years of Des-
olationended 19 years forward (3468 19= 3487 a.m.
g. z\), or in the 4th of Darius Hystaspes; while, the
Vision of the “ 70 weeks” vouchsafed the prophet,
did not even begin to unseal for 70 years after the
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anticipated date (3487 a.m.) which he had only just
discovered: It is noticeable, also, that 70 years for-
ward from Daniel’s actual date (3468 a.m.) brings us
to 3538 a.m., In which Artaxerxes Longimanus as-
cended (in whose reign Ezra and Nehemiah figure
so conspicuously). N. B.—The first year of the Re-
turn dates from the first of Nisan of this year.

To recapitulate, therefore: In the Spring of 3468
a.m., the Babylonian year of Cyrus and Darius mu-
tually began, and the 70-year “ Servitude” of Judah
ended by the Decree of Cyrus to rebuild the Temple
(11. Chron. xxxvi. 22, 23; compare Jer. xxix. 10; Dan.
IX. 2.).

Now, Josephus is chiefly responsible for the widely
prevailing idea that this Decree of Cyrus fulfilled
Isaiah xliv. 28, andxlv., for the Scriptures themselves
(Dan. ix. 2) refer to it, and to him, as fulfilling rather,
and perhaps only, the prediction of Jeremiah xxix. 1o!
and omit all reference to Isaiah!

Isaiah's reference to a Cyrus seems thus far to have
been fulfilled only in type, if at all, by Cyrus, the
Persian! Certainly, not all of it was compassed by
the deeds of that Cyrus, and the careful reader of
Isaiah xliv., xlv., xlvi., and particularly of xlvii. iIn
comparison with Revelation xviii., will see that the
antitypical CYRUS has not yet appeared! He is
probably the future leader under whom the Second
Return is yet to be made, and in the fuller sense may
be the Messiah himself.  Doubtful, therefore, as are
the identities referring this whole matter to the Per-
sian, still more dubious and unwarranted are those,
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self-assumed by men of smaller stature, albeit will-
Ingly ascribed In certain modern quarters by mis-
guided followers! “*‘A word to the ‘wise ' iIs sufficient.”

In so far as the prediction of Jeremiah xxix. 10 is
concerned, it came true to the day: 3398 + 70= 3468
a.m.; 3468 a.m.—62= 3406 (Dan. v. 31; Ix. 2).

Obedient to the Decree of Cyrus the Persian, Shez-
bazzar, the Prince of Judah (Zerubbabel), and the
Jews who were ready for it by anticipation, probably
started to go up to Jerusalem as soon after (about a
month) the proclamation as possible, journeying 4
months, /. e., consuming some 5 months in all, and
were settled generally throughout Judah (Ezra i. ii.)
by the end of the civil year. In the meanwhile,
Daniel remained at Babylon, having been retained in
public affairs by the new dynasty, and been made
the chief president over the 120 Princes set over the
whole Kingdom (Dan. vi. 1-3). Indeed, so excellent
was his administrative judgment and the esteem In
which he was held, that, to the jealousy of his asso-
ciates, Darius seriously contemplated setting him
over the whole realm, and perhaps, to their exclu-
sion.

3469 a.m., 530 b.c. Cyrus i-2d; Darius i-2d; asto
their Babylonian years. In so far as Medo-Persian
affairs are concerned, the year opened with Darius In
power at Babylon, and Daniel under the jealous
surveillance of his fellow princes.

As to Jewish affairs, it was an important year
from its very beginning, for when the V1. Sacred (st
civil) month was come all the people came together
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to Jerusalem, and Joshua and Zerubbabel and their
companions set up the altar and recommenced the
burnt offerings upon its New Years Day, N\ e., at
Autumnal Equinoctial New Moon (Ezra iff., 1-3, 6).
They also kept the Feast of Tabernacles in due order
(ii. 475) and looked after the laborers who were
preparing material for the Temple (iii. 7). But
the foundation of the Temple was not yet laid (iii. 6).
Now the year under consideration is to be reckoned
as 1-2d of the Return, / e., as the last half of the Ist
and the first half of the 2d, which began in Nisan.
Hence, Ezra iil. 8-13 refers to the 8th Civil (Il.
Sacred) month and therefore Was in the second }Ear
of the Return just beyond the middle of this Civil
year, 3469 a.m.

Comparison with Esdras v. 57, locates the date as
the 1st of the Il. month, / e.y Tuesday, the Ist of
Zif, on which the Foundation of the Temple was at
last laid by Shezbazzar, who is Zerubbabel (compare
Ezrav. 16, i. e, then, Ezra vi. 1-5).

We are now to call attention to certain very im-
portant Chronological considerations which are newly
sought out and worthy of attention, in that they add
their testimony to the truthfulness of the Scale of
Time on which we are at work.

As 3469—52= 3417 a.m, It is to be noted that the
Land had lain deserted ever since the death of
Gedaliah, /. e., for exactly 52 years, reckoning from
and to the respective Civil (Autumnal) New Year
feasts of these specified years. Now, the number 52
represents the number of weeks in a year, and the
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number of Sabbatic years which had been neglected

by both Israel and Judah previously to the time of
Gedaliah. Hence as 52 x 7= 364 years, we must go

back to the year 3058 a.m. as the first neglected

Sabbatic year. This was the 9-1oth of Asa, and the

6-7th of Baasa (Study No. Five, page 34) or the 72d

Sabbatic year since the first one ever kept in the
land (2554 a.m.= 2555 Ast.=-=7 x 365; see Study/
No. Eight, page 117). Hence, 305! a.m. (2-3d of Asa,

and the last year, 22d, of Jeroboam) was the 7Ist
and last Sabbatic year actually celebrated as prescribed

by Moses. Dating, however, from 2561 a.m., which

was the first Sabbatic year actually spent by Israel,

each man In his own possessions, /. <, after the

Division of the Land (Study No. Eight, page 121),

the year 3051 a.m. (490 years later!) was thus the

70th! the which they kept; now, after this they dis-
honored 52 Sabbatic years, or lived in disobedience
for 365 years, i. e., through 3416 a.m., as above shown;

and so the Land had rest given it for 52 years, even

from the beginning of 3417 a.m. to that of this year

under consideration, 3469 a.m., when the burnt
offerings recommenced!

We are once more on solid ground! However the
confusing span of years (3443-3468 a.m.) we have tra-
versed shall hereafter be bridged over by Historians,
the year 3469 a.m., In which these notable arith-
mographic harmonies crop out, is a Pillar sunk down
to the “ fo™-rock” of Chronology.

In other words, the mysterious Chronology of Our
Race, as now revealed upon a correct scale, Is briefly
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as follows: Joshua crossed the Jordan in 2553 a.m.
and celebrated 2554 a.m. (/. e., 2555 Ast.) as the first
Sabbatic year (the 365th from Creation), but 256!
a.m. as the first after Division of the Land. Thence
70 Sabbatic years (70 weeks of years= 490 years)
were honored by Our Race, even to 3051 a.m., In-
clusive. After which we dishonored 52, /. e., as
many as there are weeks in a Solar year; and so
when 365 full Solar years were thus dishonored, our
God, Jehovah, gave the Land a Rest, even exactly 52
soli-lunar years, at the expiration of which, he suffered
us again! Thus, to the very day, he once more
remembered us in the smoke of a renewed burnt
offering; for His mercy endureth forever! Now, in
view of facts like these, who shall belittle expectations
looking towards 5894 a.m., seeing that from the
Exodus 2513 a.m., it is 3381 years, or 483 Sabbatic
Eras, even 69 weeks! Of these we actually kept 71
and lost 52, leaving 360 to be accounted for, even
7 x 360= 2520 solar years! since each Sabbatic year
demands six other common ones!

Now, upon these discoveries alone, we would be
quite content to rest our case, in so far as mere Astro-
Chronological History is concerned, for no other
system has ever dreamed of such results, and until
they are, at least, duplicated upon some other system
it behooves opponents to be silent. The fact is, all
of these remarkable results are beautiful corrobora-
tions of the true Chronology, and afford samples of
the rhythm and accuracy, as well as the arith-

tnographical significance with which the Sacred,
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Chronology of Our Race addresses all who are wise
enough to see the truth and worship God. The
Author of this volume (merely a fellow student with
those who read God’s Word with him in the con-
viction that it is the truth, the whole truth and noth-
ing but the truth) submits to all candid investigators,
whomsoever, that the foregoing results are, in them-
selves, sufficient to guarantee the accuracy of the
Chronological system upon which we are now work-
Ing. The factors involved are of notable import In
Astronomy and Prophecy, and to find them hidden
between the lines of Israel’s actual History in this
connection, is quite as new to the writer at this
very minute, as it will be to his readers when the
result reaches them in printed form. With renewed
conviction, therefore, that our figuring is more than
less correct, and that we have arrived at the exact
date of the finishing of the altar by Joshua—even
Friday, the ist day of the ist Civil (VIIl. Sacred)
month of 3469 a.m. (verified by Table h, page 174,
Study No. Ten), it being in the latter half of the ist
year of Cyrus, the Persian (to wit: at the Autumnal
Equinox of 4183 j. p.; of 3d year of the LXII.
Olympiad,/.*?., of 247 Olymp. ; of 223 a.u.c.; of
217 Nab. ; and of 531 b.c. common, as verified in Har-
monized Scale of Time, page 35, Study No. Ten)—
let us hasten forward, for we are now on sure ground,
and Holy ground! in that we are nearing Daniel’s
dates and are equipped with scales by means of
which we can verify them to the DAY and HOUR!

In the meantime Cyrus re-mustered his army,
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600,000 footmen and 2,000 scythed chariots, and
marched it against Syria, which he spent the whole
year in subduing, even tc the borders of Ethiopia.
The year was made further eventful in Babylon by
the issue of the golden Darics of Darius. These
coins were valued later in all countries, and were
worth about $6.25 each (25 x 25). It was also the
year of Daniel’s experience in the lion’s den (vi. 4-
27) whereby he gained greater honors, and won
acknowledgment for the God of Abraham from the
Medes and Persians. Towards the close of this year,
Cambyses, the King of Persia and the father of
Cyrus, died, whereby the latter became heir to one
half of the dual Empire.

Meanwhile the rise of Samian power on the Med-
iterranean dates from 530 b.c.

3470 a.m., 529 b.c. Darius the Mede likewise
died early this civil year, having reigned about
twenty-four and a fraction years in all, or parts of
two calendar years since the fall of the Babylonian
“ Head of Gold.” Now as soon as the news reached
Cyrus that his father and father-in-law were both
dead, he marched with a strong detachment to
Babylon, where he was at once proclaimed the Heir
of Media and Persia in undisputed right, being now
about 65 years old. The date of his formal accession
was soon after the beginning of the Civil year and
marks the commencement of his final 5 (and  years
of personal and sole reign over all the new Empire.
It also marks the first year of the total reign of Cam-
byses, his son, who was now associated with his
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father in the Empire. The year is also reckoned as
the 2-3d year of Cyrus over Babylon in particular, i. e.,
as dated from the capture of the City, and hence in
its latter half, /. after the 3d Babylonian year had
begun, we find the Calendric date of Daniel’s last
vision (Dan. x., xi., xii.), to wit: “ In the 3d year of
Cyrus, King of Persia, a thing was revealed unto
Daniel” (Dan. x. 1). “ In those days, |, Daniel,
was mourning three full weeks” (Dan. x. 2), i. e,
from Sunday, the 4th of Nisan, to Sabbath, the 24th
of Nisan, inclusive (see Study No. Ten, page 175,
table /, which iIs the Calendar for the year). The
mourning Is supposed to have been occasioned by
the state of affairs at Jerusalem, as detailed in Ezra
Iv. 1-5, for the adversaries had at last succeeded In
frustrating the work, and even in turning Cyrus,
himself, against the matter!* At least, the zeal of
Cyrus was very negative, so that beyond the faint
promise shadowed forth in the original decree, In
fulfillment of Jer. xxix. 10, it is now still more diffi-
cult to recognize him as the Cyrus of Isaiah! Now
“In the four-and-twentieth day of the first month”
(Sacred, /. e, Nisan, /. <, on the Sabbath), “as |~
(Daniel) “ was by the side of the great river, which is
Hiddekel ” (Dan. x. 4), we find the date of this
famous closing vision of whose consummate Chronol-
ogy we have elsewhere treated (Study No. Eight,
pages 315-328).

* Compare Ezra iv. 5! a proof that while Cyrus the Great
Is “ the King” of Daniel and Jeremiah, he cannot be the Cyrus
mentioned by Isaiah ; except perhaps typically.
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“LXII. Olympiad. Parmenides, Camarinaean,
Stadium.” 529 b.c.

Now it is a remarkable fact, which we shall dis-
cuss at due length in its appropriate place, that
exactly 525 years later (even to the self-same day of
year, month and week, in that it was 35 complete
Cycles of 15 years each, 35 x 15= 525) the annuncia-
tion to the Virgin Mary occurred! and the coinci-
dent circumstances enable us to locate all the collat-
erals, as to the course of Abiah, the births of John
and Jesus, and the various other matters of mere
Secular History. But all of this In its appropriate
place. In the meantime it IS more particularly
Important here to note again that the work now
ceased at Jerusalem, and to recapitulate the enumer-
ation of the regnal years; for from now on it
becomes especially important to keep them well In
hand, so as to avoid the confusion into which former
students have, without exception, fallen.

RECAPITULATION AND CONTINUATION.

R egnal Y ears Involved.

Darius Cyrus--------------- > Cambyses.
AM. nas.  (Total AtBab.) (Total Pers. AtBab. Sole.) Asso.
3467 216 22 22 1-2
3468 217 23 | 23 2- 3 I
3469 218 24 1-2 24 3-4 1-2
3470 219 25 2 s 45 23 1 1
3471 220 26 56 34 2 2
3472 221 27 67 45 3 3
3473 222 28 7-8 5-6 4 4
3474 223 29 89 67 5 5.
3475 224 30 9 7 6 6
3476 225 7 1-2
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3471 a.m., 528 b.c. Death of Pisistratus.

3472 a.m., 527 b.c.  Public library founded at
Athens by Hippias and Hipparchus.

3473 a.m., 526 b.c. Lacedaemonian War against
Polycrates of Samos. Birth of “Eschylus. Anac-
reon and Simonides come to Athens.

3474 a.m., 525 b.c. Resuming, now, the thread of
the Chronology with this, the6-7th of Cyrus at Baby-
lon, his 5th year of sole reign, and the 5th of Cam-
byses associated rule, we arrive at the year in which
Amasis revolted from Cyrus, and Egypt’s 40 years of
captivity ended. (Ezek. xxix. 10-11; Jer. xlvi. 26;
see Study No. Two, page 169; 3434 a.m. +40 =
3474 AM.). Cyrus ordered Cambyses to begin pre-
parations to subdue Egypt.

“LXIV. Olympiad. Menandrus (Gr. Evandros),
Thessalian, Stadium.” 525 b.c.

3475 a.m., 524 b.c. In this year died Cyrus, 70
years old, and in the 6th year of his sole reign; the
7th of his total at Babylon; the 9th of his total Per-
sian reign; and 30 years after becoming King of the
Soldiers in 3445 a.m. (/. 7, In the 31st year thereof).
His son Cambyses (the Ahasuerus of Ezra iv.6), now
in the 6th year of his associate reign, succeeded to
the throne in his own right. Authorities differ as to
the cause, and place of Cyrus’ demise, and the local-
ity of his burial. Herodotus, Justin, and Valerius
Maximus affirm he was slain in battle by Thomyris;
Diodorus Siculus (Lib. I1.), says that he was taken
alive by her and crucified; Ctesias (Lib. Il ), that he
was wounded by the Derbecans and died three days
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later; John Matila has him killed by the Samians in
a sea fight, and Xenophon says he died peacefully in
his bed in Persia; Curtius, Plutarch, and Arianus
agree that he was buried at Passargada in Persia,
and Strabo relates that Alexander caused Aristobu-
lus to inspect his tomb— a strange confusion for so
great a King! His successor, Cambyses, is enumer-
ated as the first of the three kings in Daniel xi. 2, since
Gabriel (compare Dan. x. 18; xi. 1; ix. 1-21) was
speaking to Daniel in the 3d year of Cyrus. Now,
by Ahasuerus (the equivalent of Xerxes), who is Cam-
byses, was the work at Jerusalem delayed because of
renewed accusations, so that it made no headway
during his reign (Ez. iv. 6, 5).

Choerilus first exhibits tragedy.

3476  a.m., 523 b.c. Seventh total, i-2d sole reigr
of Cambyses. Fifth eclipse of moon on record, July
16th, 11 p.m. (17th of Egyptian month Phamenoth),
observed at Babylon. Ptol. Mag. Synt. Lib. V. cap.
14; 225 Nab.; 4191 j.p.). The 70 years Captivity ends
In the middle of this year; 3406!- H-70= 3476-! a.m.
Also Darius’ 62 in 3468 a.m.; 62 + 8= 70; 3468" -f
8= 3476) a.m. The above eclipse Is referred to by
Ptolemy, as follows: “ In the 7th year of Cambyses,
which is the 225th year of Nabonassar (see Study No.
Ten, page 36), between the 17th and 18th of Phame-
noth, at one hour before midnight, the moon was
eclipsed at Babylon by half the diameter on the
north. At Alexandria the eclipse must thus have
been nearly ih. 50 minutes before midnight.” The
month of Phamenoth is the 7th in the Egyptian year,
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and the time of this eclipse was July 16th at n p.m.,
523 b.c., as determined by Sir Isaac Newton. But he,
and others of our predecessors, have erred in not
understanding* that this was the 7th of his total, rather
than of his sole, reign, as the successor of Cyrus! In
this year Polycrates was crucified (Herod. Lib. I11. cap.
120; Plutarch, Lib. XXXIII. cap. 1). In his second
year Cambyses made vast preparations for his descent
on Egypt and continued them far into the next.

Polycrates put to death by Orestes of Sardis.

3477  a.m., 522 b.c. The 8th of Cambyses, 2~3d of
sole reign. Cambyses completes his preparations
against Egypt. For some reason unknown Ptolemy
makes this to have been the last year of Cambyses.
Not that he omits the Egyptian campaign, but that by
assigning but 8 years to Cambyses, and by the sum-
ming up of the reigns of his predecessors and succes-
sors, the consolidated years of his canon place the last
year of Cambyses here. In the same arbitrary way
Ptolemy does not begin the reign of Ptolemy I. of
Egypt until nineteen years after the death of Alexan-
der! although (without the mere title) that Ptolemy
had actually ruled therein up to the year in which he
took the title! Now Ptolemy’s record of eclipses Is
remarkably accurate, but his enumeration of the reg-
nal years is, to say the least, confusing, and always
subject to explanation. Of course he had a system of
classification, but for intelligent use it deserved a bet-
ter explanation at his own hands, and no Chronologist
who seeks to coordinate the years of Universal History
can afford to take him as his governing authority.
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3478  a.m., 521 b.c. Eclipse of the sunin Asia Mino
Dec. 15, 522 B.c.,8n. 48m. a.m. ; n|-digits. The 3~4th
of Cambyses sole reign, the 9th of total. In the 4th
year of his reign Cambyses made his descent upon
Egypt, and at the borders heard the news of the death
of Amasis, who had reigned 44 years, dating from
his second confirmation by Nebuchadnezzar in the
37th year of his reign (see Study No. Two, page
169, and No. Eleven, 3434 a.m.). Psammenitus,
the son of Amasis, succeeded to the throne of Egypt,
and prepared to resist Cambyses; but was defeated
and captured after a short reign of 6 months. Since
that day Egypt has been base, a kingdom always
ruled by foreigners. Yet Psammenitus was not slain
at this time (see next year). Smerdis excites his
brother’s jealousy by bending the Ethiopian bow;
Cambyses therefore sends him home. Dreaming soon
after that Smerdis reigned on a throne reaching to
Heaven, he sent Prexaspes to murder him secretly,
which was done.

Just subsequent to this murder, the rebellion of
Gomates, or Smerdis the Magian, began; but at
first only in remote provinces of Media. Its propor-
tions were not sufficient to excite the anxiety of
Cambyses, nor did it spread to the capital, and
assume a serious aspect, until the fourth year there-
after. It also seems probable from the Behistun
Inscription (that Darius Hystaspes (who later on
succeeded both Smerdis and Cambyses) came into
assoclation with Hystaspes this year, but in their
own patrimonial province only. Doubtless Hystas-



PACTS OF SILVER. 43

pes resisted Gomates more or less; and, at any rate,
iIf Ptolemy is correct in his assignment of the first of
the total years of Darius to 227 Nab. (whereby he
secures 246 Nab. for his 20th, and 257 Nab. for his
31st) it was from some local event in Median Chro-
nology, rather than one that should be allowed to
confuse the entire subsequent regnal scale of the
Persian Kings. The point is this:

If the reign of Darius is to be pushed back five
years merely at his own instance and the subsequent
misunderstanding of Ptolemy, so as to date from this
rebellion, then his total reign must be measured so
as to span both them and the thirty-six which fol-
lowed the death of Cambyses and Smerdis, and
hence we must accord to him a total rule of forty-
one years, but yet a sole reign of only thirty-six years
from the fall of Smerdis. This Is our position and
we are prepared to defend it with collateral facts
which are not in dispute, and which force its accept-
ance as a sheer necessity.

But all in good time; yet to anticipate the objec-
tion that we are unwarranted in what our very expla-
nation patently shows is fully warranted, we wish to
remind our critic that there are many similar cases
In point. To Instance but one, the regnal years of
Cyrus: he reigned thirty years as Military King of
the Persians; he reigned nine years from his associa-
tion with his father; he reigned seven years as King
of the world, i. e., dating from the fall of Babylon;
he reigned five years as sole King of Elam, that is
from the death of Cambyses, his father, and the
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association of Cambyses his son. Now, those who
count but thirty-six years in all for Darius Hystas-
pes, and date them from the Smerdian rebellion, are
like one who, ignorant of the facts, might maintain
that as Cyrus became King of the World at the fall
of Babylon, 3468 a.m., and reigned thirty years in
all, he must have reigned to 3468-f 30 = 3498 a.m.!
whereas the fact is that twenty-three of these thirty
years were over when he entered Babylon!

Without, however, anticipating our proof, which
properly belongs much further down upon the Log
of Time, let us proceed with the affairs of Cambyses
and his Egyptian Campaign* and with contemporary
events.

The years 521 b.c. and 227 Nab. began together,
for the last of a block of four now ending on Dec.
31st of 521 b.c., 228 Nab., began, 1st of Thoth falling
thereon. Thus 521 b.c. was all of 227 Nab. and 1
day of 228 Nab. (see Study No. Ten, page 36).

“LXV. Olympiad. Anachus (Gr. Akochas, Tar-
antinos), Tarantinean, Stadium. The Oplites added
and Damaretus, the Erean, conquered.” Hecataeus
and Dionysius Milesius, the historians, fl. Melanip-
pides.

3479 a.m., 520 b.c. = The 4~5th of Cambyses sole
(10th of total) reign; in it Psammenitus, for plotting
against Cambyses, was finally condemned to drink
himself to death in Bull’'s blood, and so all Egypt
submitted to the conqueror In the 5th year.of his
reign. Thus Cambyses completed the conquest of
Egypt, since when, even to this day, it has never
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had a native king (Ezek. xxix., xxx.). Platsea
places itself under the protection of Athens. Cratinus>
comic poet, b. Confucius lived at this time.

3480 a.m., 519 b.c. The 5-6th of Cambyses’ sole
(11th total) reign. Pindar born. Great earthquake
in China.

3481 a.m., 518 b.c. The 6-7th of Cambyses’ sole
(12th total) reign. 3481 a.m.+ 2445+30 + 45= 6001
a.m. (2445 solar= 2520 lunar years, and 2445 + 75 =
2520 solar years). Note also that 3381 + 100 — 348l.

3482 a.m., 517 b.c. The 7-8th of Cambyses (13th
total). In the latter part of this year Cambyses started
homeward from Egypt.

“LXVI. Olympiad. Ischyrus, Imeraean, Stadium.”

3483 a.m., 516 b.c. The 8~9th year of Cambyses.
When he arrived in Syria a.herald from Shushan met
him and proclaimed to the army that Smerdis, the son
of Cyrus, was King. It seems that Patiziches, a Mede
and Magian, whom Cambyses had left in charge of
Persian affairs, had a brother, also named Smerdis,
who closely resembled the murdered prince. Now,
the Magian, being privy to the murder of the true
Smerdis, placed this brother on the throne as Smerdis,
son of Cyrus! Cambyses, having examined the
herald and Prexaspes, soon discovered the fraud and
forthwith ordered the army to march with all expedi-
tion against the usurper; but in mounting his horse
received a wound in the thigh from his own sword,
from which he died at Ecbatana (a small Syrian vil-
lage) at the end of the first civil month and in the
8th year of his reign. Before his death he selected
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seven Persian Nobles and acquainted them with the
true state of the case and exhorted them to set some
Noble Persian on the throne. Cambyses reigned
7 years and 7 months, two of which months were
overlapped by the reign of Smerdis, the Magian, who
reigned 5 months longer, or to the end of the Sacred
year. His reign is usually counted with that of
Cambyses, completing it to just 8 years (Newton).
He is the king called Artaxerxes by Ezra and by
him the work at Jerusalem was stopped (Ez. iv. 7-24).

In the 7th month of his reign (the 6th civil of this
year), the imposture was verified by Otanes, and
his identity with Smerdis the Magian (whose ears,
for some crime, had long before been cropped by
order of Cyrus) was also found out. The secret was
revealed to six noble Persians who thereupon slew
him, and made Darius (the son of Hystaspes, the Pre-
fect of Susa), King of Persia. This was effected in
the month of Adar. Darius Hystaspes is the third
king referred to in Daniel xi. 2, and the first six months
of his reign cover the last six of the year under consid-
eration, i. e., his years run almost with the Sacred
Calendar, and, by means of the Solar cycle (page 167,
Study No. Ten) and the numerous and specific Chro-
nological cross references, in Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah,
and secular history, we are satisfied careful and logi-
cal students will be convinced that we have succeeded
In adjusting his regnal years (now to be considered)
to the Harmonized Scale of Time (page 37, Study No.
Ten), with absolute accuracy,—the supreme impor-
tance of which task, now, for the first time, consum-
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mated, will be perceived as we progress. By laying
a straight-edge across the Harmonized Scale of Time
at the middle of 3483 a.m., page 37, the commence-
ment of this reign will be located upon all the Scales
Involved, to wit, Darius Hystaspes came to the
Throne of Persia in 3483! a.m., In 4198" j.p., In
261 Olymp., i. e yLXVI. 1;in 237 a.u.c. Varro (=234
Polybius= 232 Fabius), in 232 Nab., and in 516 com-
mon b.c., /<?, In 513 true* b.c., or 512! years before
the birth of the Saviour (3-996"— 3483-~=5121) the
proof of which, in addition to what has gone before,
will now follow. In that these references abso-
lutely harmonize they can be supplanted by no
others. For, as a straight line is the shortest that
can be drawn between two points, and but one such
straight line can be so drawn, since all others will

* Common b.c. Is reckoned from January 1st 3999 a.m. True
b.c. IS measured from the Nativity itself. To get this fully in
mind turn to page 88, Study No. Ten; put your finger right
iIn the middle of it (between that little 2 and 28). You are
pointing at the place of the Nativity on the Harmonized Scale
of time. Backward from this is True b.c.,forward is True
a.da. The common ».c. and a.a. years are estimated from a
point which you will note some three years (+) further down
the scale. This was due to an error of Dionysius. In former
Studies we have preferred to use the true ».c., but as we are
now particularly dealing with no little of Secular History, the
data of which are available in current time only, we give the
preference here to the common scale. This only, however, to,
enable our friends to compare our own results with those found
in the usual Chronological lists (Study No. Ten, page 28). In
cases of doubt always refer to the Harmonized Scale itself, then
you can see exactly what a reference mea.ns®
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coincide with it, so there can be laid ont but one
articulated line of time, giving the shortest distance
between two eras, and harmonized to all the interme-
diate references. It follows, therefore, that if the
scheme which we herewith submit fits the case
exactly, satisfies all the references, agrees to all the
tests, fulfills all the prophecies, and honors History
to the letter—it follows then to the praise of God,
who has revealed it to your patience, guite as much
as to our Studies, that it is the true and only system
and worthy of the due consideration of men of every
Race and all degrees. Finally, true or not, there
cannot be said of it less than that it satisfies History
as written, both Secular and Sacred, better than its
predecessors. It thus Swallows up its predecessors,
for all that they pretend to do it has also done, and
what none of them can do nor dream of doing—to
wit: reveal the arithmographical secrets of Time as
hidden In the mystic numerals of Scripture —it has
accomplished, for these secrets yield to its combina-
tions at a glance.

Now the monuments come at last to our assistance
with no doubtful voice, In that the most remarkable
Inscription upon earth falls into place upon the Har-
monized Scale of Time agreeably to the Chronology
we have now established; we refer to

THE INSCRIPTION ON THE BEHISTUN ROCK.

It was this Darius who caused the great inscription
to be placed upon the Behistun Rock. It is written
in three languages, Persian, Babylonian and Amard-
lan (Elam) and begins as follows:
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“(1) | am Darius, the great king, the king of kings,
king of Persia, king of the provinces, the son of
Hystaspes [Vishtaspa] the grandson of Arsames,
the Achsemenian.

“(2) Says Darius6 the king: My father is Hystas-
pes ;5 the father of Hystaspes was Arsames ;4 the
father of Arsames, Ariyaramnes;3 the father of
Ariyaramnes, Teispes2 [Chaishpes]; the father of
Teispes 2 was Achsemenes.!

“(3) Says Darius the king: On that account we are
named Achaemenians; from ancient times have we been
great; from ancient times have our family been kings.

“(4) Says Darius the king: Eight of my family
have been kings before me; | am the ninth; in two
branches have we been kings.

4(5) Says Darius the king: By the grace of Ormazd
| am King; Ormazd gave me the kingdom.

**(6) Says Darius theking: These are the provinces
which have submitted to me; by the grace of Ormazd
| became their king: Persia, Elam [Suziania],
Babylonia, Assyria, Arabia, Egypt, the Maritime
countries, Sepharad, lonia, Media, Armenia, Kappa-
docia, Parthia, Draugiana, Asia, Chorasmia, Baktria,
Sogdiana, Paropanisos [Hindo Kash], the Sakians,
(Scyths), the Sattagydes, Arachosia, and Maka, In
all twenty-three provinces.

“(7) Says Darius the king: These are the lands
which have submitted to me; by the grace of Ormazd
they became my servants, they brought me tribute;
what was commanded them by me night and day
they fulfilled.
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“(8) Says Darius the king: In these provinces the
man who was a friend | have protected; the man
who was an enemy | have punished severely. By
the grace of Ormazd this my law has been observed
In these lands; as it was commanded them by me so
was it done.

“(9) Says Darius the king: Ormazd gave me the
kingdom; Ormazd brought me help until | gained
this kingdom; by the grace of Ormazd | rule over
this realm.

“(10) Says Darius the king: This is what was done
by me when | became king. One Kambyses by
name, son of Cyrus, of our family, was king here
before me. This Kambyses had a brother, Bardes
by name, of the same father and same mother as
Kambyses. Afterwards Kambyses killed this Bardes.
When Kambyses had killed Bardes the people did
not know that Bardes was killed. Then Kambyses
went to Egypt. When Kambyses was gone to
Egypt, the people became wicked; then the lie grew
In the provinces, in Persia as well as in Media and in
the other provinces.

“(11) Says Darius the king: There was a man, a
Magian, Somalis by name; from Paishryanvada he
rose In rebellion; a mountain, Arakadrish by name,
Is there from whence he rose. It was in the month
Viyahna [March] on the 14th day that he rose; he
lied to the people and said: ‘I am Bardes, son of
Cyrus, the brother of Kambyses.” Then all the
people revolted from Kambyses, and went over to
him, both Persia and Media and the other provinces.
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He seized the crown; in the month of Sarmapada
[July] on the 9th day he seized the crown. Then
Kambyses died, having killed himself.

H(12) Says Darius the king: This crown which
Somalis the Magian took away from Kambyses, this
crown was from of old in our family. Then Somalis
the Magian, deprived Kambyses both of Persia and
Media and of the other provinces; he acted accord-
ing to his own will; he became king.

“(13) Says Darius the king: There was no one,
whether Persian or Median, or any one of our family,
who could have disposessed Somalis the Magian of
the crown. The people feared him because of his
severity. He killed many people who had known
the former Bardes [thinking] ‘that it may not be
known that | am not Bardes the son of Cyrus.” No
one dared to say anything about Somalis the Magian,
until 1 came. Then | called upon Ormazd for help.
Ormazd gave me aid; it was in the month Bagayadish
[Feb.-Mar.], on the 10th day that along with a few
men | Kkilled this Somalis the Magian and them who
were his chief adherents. There iIs a fortress,
Sihayanvatish by name, in Nissea, a district of Media;
there | killed him; | took from him the crown; by
the grace of Ormazd | became king; Ormazd gave
me the crown.

“(14) Says Darius the king: The crown which had
been taken from our family | restored; | restored it
In its place, as it had been before I made it again.
The temples which Somalis the Magian had de-
stroyed | restored, and | gave back to the people the
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sacred hymn and the ritual (?) and among the [Per-
sian] clans what Somalis the Magianhad taken away,
| set again the people in their place, both Persia and
Media, and the other provinces, As it was before, T
restored that which had been taken away; by the
grace of Ormazd | have done this; | have labored
until | have again restored this our clan to its place;
as it was before | made it again, by the grace of
Ormazd, as if Somalis the Magian had never dis-
possessed our clan.

“(15) Says Darius the king: This is ‘what | did
when | became King.

Confident, therefore, that our fellow students will
agree with us that we stand again beneath the
shadows of an ‘‘* Ancient Land-mark ” of no mean
proportions, and that the Spring of 3483 a.m., 516
b.c., marked the accession of Darius Hystaspes, let us
pursue our way into records that serve but to secure
our footing; for the Scriptures tell us that not until the
second year of Darius (Hystaspes) was the work upon
the Temple resumed. Now there are a host of con-
fusing dates to be harmonized in Ezra, Haggai, and
Zechariah, and no false system can quit itself with
honor in the premises. The Behistun Rock records
that Darius became King in the month of Bagayadish,
which Professor Sayce, and all, agree was February.

Now Ezra states that the work was resumed in the
2d year of this King, and Haggail adds that the

* The inscription continues now, for about five times as much
more, to describe the suppression, by Darius, of ten pretenders
and rebels, the last of whom was “ Sakunka the Sakian
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Word of God came to him in the VI. month, the ist
day of the month, of that year, i. e., in EInl. And it
Is further stated that Zerubbabel began work on the
24th. day of that very month. Let us therefore hasten
to the 2d year of Darius, which begins with Adar,
and thus satisfies all the initial requirements.
HERE BEGINNETH THE BOOK OF HAGGAI.

3484 a m., 515 b.c. 6th Cfvil, XIl. Sacred month,
the second year of Darius Hystaspes begins (Ezra
iv. 24; v. 1). The first specific commandment to
resume th$ work came from the Lord Himself to
Haggai on Monday, the ist day of the VI. Sacred
month (table h, page 174, Study No. Ten) and is
found In Haggai 1. 1-11, 12-13; and it is further
stated (Hag. i. 14-15), that Zerubbabel and his com-
panions actually commenced the work upon the 24th
day of this same VI. Sacred month, which on refer-
ence to the Solar Cycle, will be found to have been
a Wednesday; compare Ezra v. 2 Now at this same
time their adversaries renewed their opposition, but
Zerubbabel declined to cease before the matter had
been adjudicated by Darius himself (Ez. v. 2-5).

Exactly seventy-three years forward, even to the
self-same day upon the Calendar, z <, from the 24th
day of the VI. Sacred month of this year to the
24th day of the VI. Sacred month of (3484 a.m.4- 73
=) 3557 a.m.,, “ the man whom the Lord appointed,”
even Nehemiah, as his name implied, consummated
(motsa) the decree of Cyrus and of Darius, and of
Artaxerxes,—that the city should be built, and from
that all-important date, to which we shall arrive In
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due time, and which {D. V.) we shall analyze to its
very ultimates, the Chronological line goes forth that
solves the times of Daniel's 70 weeks beyond the
possibility, we trust, of any future controversy. In
the meantime, let us progress to it in an orderly
manner down the Harmonized Scale of Time. Hip-
parchus, tyrant of Athens, slain at the time of the
Panathenaea, by Harmodius and Aristogiton.

3485 a.m., 514 b.c. The 2~3d of Darius Hystaspes.
So Tatnal and his companion adversaries sent a letter
to Darius (Ez. v. 6-17), to which, in due*time, the
King returned an answer favorable to the Jews, and
a direct command for Tatnai to assist them and for-
ward the work (Ez. vi. 1-12), which he obeyed; and
so the work went on (Ez. vi. 13-14). Hence, taking
up the specific Chronological references to this year
(the first half of which belongs to the 2d of Darius,
and the last half to his third year) we find the fol-
lowing: In the 21st day (Monday), in the VII. Sacred
(1st Civil) month, the word of the Lord came again
to Haggai (ii. 1-9) and promised that the glory of
this latter House should be greater than that of
Solomon; for in it should “ Peace”—“ the desire of
all nations”—Dbe given unto men.*

HERE BEGINNETH THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH.

Again, in the VIIIl. (Sacred) month (of the 2d
year of Darius) which was the 2d civil month of this

* This promise shows that we are to reckon the years of the
Second Temple beyond Herod the Great. That is, the enlarge-
ments and improvements instituted by Herod do not have the
force of creating a Third Temple, as some vainly think. Now
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particular calendric year, a cautionary message was
sent through Zechariah (1. 1-6) to remind the Jews of
the certainty of God’s judgments. It is to be noted
now that this present year (3485 a.m.) Is the 70th after
3415 a.m., a Sabbatic year, and the importance of
which we have already shown (vide 3469 a.m., page 31).
Hence 3485 a.m. IS also a Sabbatic year upon the orig-
Inal scale established by Joshua, and in it the 70-year
“ Indignation,” dating from the siege laid against the
city by Nebuchadnezzar, terminated, for it began on
the 10th day of the X. month (4th civil) of the 9th of
Ezekiel’'s captivity (Ezek. xxiv. 1, 2). This was 3415
a.m., and the date of the expiration of this particular
70-years of course falls upon the 10th day of the X.
month (4th civil) in this current year.

Now the Foundation of this Second Temple had
been laid by Joshua 16 years before (/. in 3469
a.m.). Hence, we are prepared to understand the
next message of the Lord, which came to Haggal
(i. 10-19) the 2d year of Darius, the IX. month

the foundation of the Second Temple was laid in 3469 ..~ ., and
the Temple was finally destroyed by Titus in 4067 a .., that is
598 years later (599 inclusive), since when not a stone of its
superstructure has been left upon another. Our Brethren of
Judah must therefore face the two horns of a dilemma, and we
do not think they should hesitate very long to make their choice.
(1) Either Haggai, and Zechariah were no Prophets, and Ze-
rubbabel’s work was vain, or, (2) the Angel of the Lord, even
Jehovah, came unto his Temple and they knew it not! If the
prophets of Israel spake vainly then are thelJews, of all Races,
forever the most miserable; if they spake the Words of Jehovah,
then must Jesus Christ have been our Elder Brother!
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(3d civil) the 24th day of the month (Sunday), and in
which the “ Jews” were directed to look back (up-
ward) along the Calendar, even to the corresponding
date 16 years before, and therefore to a time before
even a stone had been laid upon a stone in this tem-
ple. They were reminded that these past 16 years had
been disastrous ones, full of delay and loss. It was
now about December (24th of 3d civil month) which
explains verse 19. Nevertheless, the Lord announces
that fro7ti this particular day forward He would Bless
them; as he did, for the work upon the Temple from
now on, moved rapidly to its completion.

But the date is significant in many ways, for in 490
+ 49+1 years = 340 years, came John the Baptist
preaching in the wilderness (3485 + 540 = 4025 a.m.).
The Saviour was born exactly 73x7 years later, i. e,
3485 + 511 =3996 a.m., which was the 3997th Astro-
nomical year of the world, and therefore Sabbatic
(571 x 7) from Creation.

Now, to intensify the significance of this particular
date, the word of the Lord came again to Haggali
(i1. 20-23) even a second time upon it, and we look at
this as significant of the Second Advent of the Anti-
typical Zerubbabel whom God hath chosen as a
Signet! Thus ends the Book of Haggai.

Now in the X. Sacred month (4th civil) the 10th day
of the month, the 70th anniversary of the laying of the
siege by Nebuchadnezzar (see Study No. Two, page
166) took place, which enables us tounderstand the next
Scripture reference bearing upon this important (and
still 2d) year of Darius, to wit: In Zechariah 1. 7
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we find a direct note as to the recent expiration of
these 70 years of Indignation.

Zechariah, from 1. 7 to vi. 15, seems to give a con-
tinuous vision, and it will bear close Chronological
and otherwise prayerful study. It occurred in the
X1. Sacred (5th civil) month, which is Sebat (still in the
second year of Darius), upon, the 24th day, which was
Wednesday. Inverse 11, the horsemen report to
the Angel of the Lord that they have just come from
walking through the Land, andin verse 12 the Angel
of the Lord inquires of the Lord of Hosts Himself as
to the continuance of “ the Indignation,” which has
already scored off 70 years (3415-3485 a.m.)

So the Lord comforted the Angel of the Lord with
good words (verse 13-15) and declared that (verse 16)
he had already returned to Jerusalem with mercy.’
Thus the Indignation was over! Amen.

Now the rest of the Vision refers to the first and
to the second Advents, and to Our Race, even lsrael
and Judah, God’s two anointed witnesses, and to
other matters of importance; and on this same day
did Zechariah crown Joshua, and the four sons of
Zephaniah, a type of the Branch and his four Living
Companions, whose future rule (verse 13) as Priest
and King, is the Millennium.

Here end the Historico-Scriptural references to
this important 2d year of Darius Hystaspes, and the
year itself ends in the next month, i. e, in the
XI11. Sacred (or 6th civil) month of 3485 a.m., i.e., we
have arrived at 3485} a.m. = 3486”™ Astron.

To recapitulate, therefore, our Chronological routq
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by means of the Sabbatic Scale, let it be noted that
2561 a.m. was the first Sabbatic year spent by Israel,
each man in his own possessions. Thence 70 Sab-
batic Cycles, or 490 years, all of whichwere “ kept,”
carry ns to 3051 a.m. Thence 52 “ broken ” Sabbatic
Cycles, or 364 years, fetch ns to 3415 a.m., in which
the 70-year Indignation began, the next, or 365th
year (3416 a.m.), being that of the Consummation;
and the following 52 years (from the beginning of
3417 to 3469 a.m.) being reckoned to the land for
Rest, because of the broken Sabbaths; and the final
16 years, fetching us from the 2d year of Cyrus to
the 2d of Darius and so down to date, i.e., from Zerub-
babel's establishment of the Altar, on the Ist day of
the VII. Sacred (Ist civil) month of 3469 a.m., to the
X11. Sacred (6th civil) month of the year 3485 a.m., on
which the 3d year of Darius Hystaspes begins, q.ed.

As to this third year of Darius, from its beginning
to its end the Scripture is silent, but the work went
on; for Jehovah was at Jerusalem (Zech. i. 16).
Now part of this 3d year runs (on the Sacred Scale)
from the middle of 3485 a.m. to its end, and the other
part is found in the first five months of 3486 a.m., g.v.

Hippias begins at Athens.

3486  a.m., 513 b.c. The 3-4thyear of Darius Hys-
taspes, the first five civil months belonging to the 3d,
and the last seven to the 4th year, the latter being
enumerated below.

BABYLON'S DAY OF JUDGMENT.

oth Civil, X11. Sacred. The 4th year of Darius begins

with the revolt of the Babylonians from Persia. They
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resented the removal of the Capital to Shushan, and
had been incited to the effort by the other revolutions
In Persia, and by the slaughter of the Magians, so they
followed their ancient custom and set up a king of
their own. But Darius almost immediately laid siege
to the city (apparently the ioth civil month), and cap-
tured it at the end of about 12-months (see 3487 a.m.).

But the Jews who still dwelt there, being forewarned
by many predictions against it (Jer. xx. 11-12, etc.),
retired to more secure quarters before the storm came
on. Some of them removed to Jerusalem, and not a
few to Shushan. The horrors of the siege of Babylon
(3486-7 a.m.), self-inflicted by its own inhabitants in
order to make the revolt more effective, are paralleled
only by those consummated by Jerusalem upon itself
some 83 x 7= 58l years later: 3486+ 581=4067 a.m,,

g v. (6x97 inclusive).

7th Civil. 1. Sacred.
8th Civil. Il. Sacred.
oth Civil. [Ill. Sacred.

ioth Civil. 1V. Sacred. Sunday, the 9th day, was
the anniversary of the capture of the city (vide Study
No. Two, page 166, and Eleven, page 122; Jer. lii.
5-11;3416+70= 3486 a.m.). The Desolation ended.

nth Civil. V. Sacred. Tuesday, the ioth day, was
the 70th anniversary of the Burning of the Temple.
Its Desolation ended. The Jubilee Count about to re-
commence; 3486+ 1 +49=3536 a.m.= 1st Post-Exilic
J ubilee year, g.v.,and for further data as to the resump-
tion of the Jubilee count, see next year, 3487 a.m.

“ DXVIL Olympiad. Phannas, Pellenian. H$ was
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the first who gained a triple victory, in the Stadium,
the diaulon, the oplon.” Hippias at Athens (2d year).
THE POST-EXILIC JUBILEE “ COUNT”
BEGINS WITH 3487 A.Mm.

3487 a.m., 512 b.c. The 4~5thof Darius Hystaspes
the first five civil months as below belonging to the
4th year. N. B.— 3417 + 70= 3487 a.m., fulfilling
Jer. xxv. 11-13, and a third fulfillment of Jer. xxix.
12 (see 3398, 3468, 3476 a.m.).

The 1st Civil or VII. Sacred month marked the
70th anniversary of the murder of Gedaliah (see Study
No. Two, page 195). Here, therefore, the 70 years
Desolation of the Land officially ended; hence, a del-
egation of the Jews from Babylon were sent to Jeru-
salem to inquire of the Lord, and so it came to pass
(in the 4th year of King Darius) that the word of the
Lord came unto them, through Zechariah, on Tues-
day, the 4th day of the IX. Sacred (3d civil) month,
even Chisleu (Dec. 513 v.c.; Zech. vil. 1, 2).

Now, the matter of concern was whether (all the
groups of 70 years each having been severally com-
pleted) the several fasts that commemorated their
initial events should be perpetuated or not? The
fasts referred to in Zech. vii. 3, 7, and viii. 19, had
beenrigorously observed now for 70 years; they were :
(1) On the 10th day of the X. month; because on
that day Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem (l1.
Kings xxv. 1; Jer. lii. 4). (2) On the 9th day of the
V. (Sacred) month; because on that day the City was
taken (Il. Kings xxv. 3, 4). (3) On the 10th day of the
V. (Sacred) month; because then the City and Tern-
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pie were burnt (Jer. lii. 12, etc.). (4) On the 3d day
of the VII. (Sacred) month, when Gedaliah was slain
(Jer. xli. 1, 2).

In his reply, the Lord first called attention to the
radical selfishness of their fasting, even during 4those
seventy years ™ of affliction (Zech. vii. 4-14). He
then vouchsafed a long and jgracious reply, covered
by the remainder of the Book of Zechariah (chapters
viil. to xiv. inclusive). Chapters ix. to xiv. are de-
voted specifically to Messianic topics, and to such as
are collateral. Both Advents are plainly discussed,
and the literal fulfillment of those pertaining to the
first, are the wise man’s guarantees as to what the
“signs ” about us already promise for the second!

I' Turn you to the stronghold,” therefore, saith He
unto us (Our Race, Israel and Judah), “ ye prisoners
of hope; even to-day” (Tuesday, 4th day, 1X. Sacred,
3d civil, month; 4th of Darius, 3487 a.m.), “ do | de-
clare that I will render double unto thee ” (Zech. ix. 12).

This word “ double” iIs a significant one, and. was
rendered chronologically! Thus (7 x 77)+1=540.
The student is now referred to Study No. Eight,
pages 157-8, where it will be seen that 2946 a.m.
marks the consummation of Israel’s Sin, so in 2947
a.m. David appears upon the scene! Hence,
2947 + 54° = 34-87 a.m., which is the year now referred
to, and thence “ double,” / e., repeated, we have
3487 + 540= 4027 a.m., and the son ot David IS
lifted up for the Salvation of the Race; and not of
Our’s only, but that by its testimony, the entire body
of Adam’s Race might flow in due time unto Jerusa-
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lem!* A whole Study could be interestingly devoted
to the examination of the ‘‘ doubles ” that mysteriously
dominate God’s Scale of Time. They crop out where
least expected, full of harmony and beauty, and
demonstrate the cabalistic truth of ground so sacred.

But it is here necessary to warn all concerned, that
these arithmographical features of Jehovah’s Count
are to be sought amid facts not invented before the
fact! That is, the phase of human judgment which
preconceives that a “ double ” ought to be found here
or there upon the Scale! and so deliberately disar-
ranges history to agree thereto, is dangerously near
to a presumptious trespass! There are whole sys-
tems of Chronology floating in the air to-day which
are founded upon just such inventions of men alone.
They have based their work upon a violent arrange-
ment of “ equalities” arbitrarily balanced about
certain ill-digestedf dates which have no authority at
all beyond their own dictum. Because it is absolutely
necessary that History should be adjusted to Chro-
nology, and the latter proved by Astronomy, before
Prophecy can be appealed to with any reasonable
warrant.

The “ wise ” man will let all such Chronology alone
unless it harmonizes History first, and stands upon
the testimony of all the witnesses concerned! Not
until then may this branch of science be unveliled,

~ Repeating the increment, we have 4027-}- 540= 4567 a.m.,
when the Era of Mohammed, and the Turks, begins!

fin that they are not agreeable to Systematic Astro-
Chronological History.
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and it stands to reason that one unfamiliar with the
Science of History is an unsafe guide In these
premises ; verbum sap !

But it is to the viii. chapter of Zechariah that we
wish to call particular attention. It should be read
with care, not only by those who look for the Second
Advent, and the return from the West country (verse
7), but by all who are interested in accurate Historico-
Chronological Exegesis of the events of the first Ad-
vent, and the return from the East country (verse 7)
now under consideration.

Eighteen years (3469-3487 a.m.) had now transpired
wsine the Foundation of the Second Temple (verse 9),
but up to date (verse 10) the times had continued
“hard.” From thenceforth, however, the Lord re-
newed his blessing, and covenant, with the residue
of the people. Things were to be as in the former
days (verse 11). The covenant was particularly with
the Land, and its Sabbaths and Jubilees were now to
date from a new beginning! (Zech. viii. 12-17) look-
ing toward even better things!

Hence, the Lord directed that the fasts under dis-
cussion should be converted into cheerful FEASTS
of Joy and Gladness (verses 18-19) and implied that
their measure, properly subdivided and applied,
should stretch forth unto Messiah himself, the Jew,
Immanuel, upon the skirt of whom, the ten men
(tribes) did literally take hold when it ran out and
scored its final Jubilee. We do not mean that the
Jews omitted to keep the Regular Mosaic Scale of
Sabbaths, for we shall see that they did not, and have
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already shown that the Law and the Prophets, which
were until John, actually moved upon that scale in
their fulfillment (see 3485 a.m.) and recognition, but
we do mean that a proper appreciation of the Chro-
nological weight of verses 11-12, 19 and 23, establish
a hidden scale down to the jubilee year which Jesus
Christ announced as the 4acceptable ” one, and that
from the very date of its establishment, God gave
them more than they wrought for, and rendered them
double (Zech. ix. 12), though we doubt not that they
were ignorant thereof!

The proof of all this will come hereafter, and
along entirely independent lines; our only purpose at
present iIs to establish this date (the 4th day of the
3d civil month of 3487 a.m.) as a terminum a quo, or
point from which to measure toward 4the acceptable
year of the Lord.” For the sake of simplicity, let us
Indicate its 2 months and 4 days by the fraction +
= £+. Then the origin of measure is 34871 a.m,,
and the first year extended from 3487/ + to 34881 |
add now 539 years and it will be seen that the 540th
year extended from 40261+ to 40271+. But 540=
/x 7x 1l +1=11 x49+1, which agrees with the
J ubilee law as set forth in Study No. Five, pages 15 3-4.

Let it therefore be noted that if, as we shall show,
the Saviour was born in 3996" a.m., he must have
been 29/ + years “ old” to within a month at 4026™4-
a.m., which was the actual commencement of this
Jubilee of Gladness and Feast of Rejoicing, if we are
to date it from the date of this conversation. Hence,
If he was baptized near this date it was when he was
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beginning to be about “ 30 years old.” Now he was
baptized (the 22d of 4th month), i. e., soon after (48
days) this date (4th of 3rd month), or about a fort-
night (14 days) after his 30th birthday on the Lunar
calendar; so that dating his ministry from the time
when he was recognized by John, and, having fulfilled
the Law, was anointed by the Holy Spirit and forth-
with proclaimed the Messiah by a voice from Heaven,
It is clear that fully ten months of this Jubilee (306
days) are contained in his ministry, and fall at the
beginning thereof, no matter what we shall hereafter
determine its length to have been. In the meantime,
to prepare our readers for a revelation, which we
shall hereafter (D.V.) establish with incontrovertible
Chronological facts, let it be taken In the mind as
food for thought, that:

Ist. The Saviour could not have been slain in a
Jubilee year of “ Gladness! ”

2d. That he could not have been slain in his 3lst
year, t.e., In the one in which he was “ 30 years old ”
for he had to minister therein—as it was the accept-
able one!

3d. But that he might have been slain the next
year—not having been himself redeemed!

4th. That as he came to fulfill all things that
were written concerning him, he must have fulfilled
the types of which he was and is the Eternal Antitype!

5th. That a paschal lamb of the first year, with-
out spot or blemish, has to be “ one year old and
cannot be “ two!”

6th. And that a High Priest, according to Levit-
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ical Law, could be 31 years old but could not be 32,
so long as he was reckoned “ of the firstyear! ”

7/th. For instance, the age of one’s Priesthood
must be reckoned exactly as one reckons his natural
age. A child, when born, is of zero age; a priest 30
years old when anointed is also of zero age; at the
next anniversary the child is one year old, and so is
the priest in so far as his ecclesiastical age is concerned!

8th. As with the child, so with the priest, and as
with them both, so with the Lamb! The Saviour
became our Priest and the Lamb of God when he
became 30 years old, or in the 31st year of his life,
which 31st year covered the first (“ acceptable”)
year of his ministry—but beyond the termination of
the 2d year of his priesthood, i.e., of his age as the
“LAMB?” of God, his crucifixion cannot be thrust
without doing violence not only to the most significant
type he came to fulfill, but to all the Chronological
references and scales of time that harmonize around
and focus upon the 14th day of Nisan in the 4027 th
year of the world. But of this anon, and with Facts
that do not admit of further argument.

Before, however, leaving this year, we wish to point
out that 476 added to 3487 gives us 3963 (regarded
as 476 = 68x 7). This was the year in which Jeru-
salem was captured by Herod, called by Josephus a
Sabbatic year, as was also the year 28 (= 4x7) years
before it (3935 a.m.), preceding the one in which
Pompey captured the same City.

The 5th year of Darius began with the X11. Sacred
month, Adar, of this (3487 a,m.) year, and, of
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course, ran to the middle of the next calendric year
(3488 ..~.). But ere its first half ended, Darius
reduced Babylon, beat down its 100 gates, and low-
ered its walls from 200 to 50 cubits (all Historians
later than Herodotus mentioning but 50 cubits).
Now, In “ one day,” i.e., the type for 1 year, was Isa.
xlvii. 9 fulfilled, as those who will search the facts
In History will see for themselves.

Thus the punishment of Babylon kept pace with
the restoration of Jerusalem, and this according to
Prophecy (Jer. xxv. 11, 12, 13), for, when the 70 years
Captivity from the 4th of Jehoiakim (3398 ... .) were
ended (Jer. xxv. 1), Babylon was taken and its
King, Belshazzar, slain (3468 ... .). and Cyrus made
his decree for the restoration of the Temple; so when
the 70 years of Desolation from the burning of the
Temple (3416 = .~.) were expired (3486 ..~ .. Baby-
lon’s desolation begins with the one-year siege of
Darius Hystaspes, while Jerusalem and the Temple
are rebuilding; and so the parallelism continues, and
alternates, in various ways to be discerned only by
“ the wise,” i. e., the close readers, and faithful stu-
dents, as well as doers of the Word—for the two
requisites must go together, or we stumble—against
which sorrow may Our Father guard us.

Finally, the year 3487 . .. .. from beginning to end,
IS to be taken as the year of Resumption on the regular
Post-Exilic Jubilee Scale; 3487 4- 49 = 3536 2 .m .
which is. the 50th year inclusive, and, was therefore
both Sabbatic and" the first Jubilee upon the Post-
Exilic Scale. Upon this same scale we find the
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several a.m. years, 3935, 3963, 4026, and many others;
all of which, as we shall see, History itself requires
to have been upon the Post-Exilic Sabbatic Scale.
And furthermore, by virtue of the 52-year gap in the
original Sabbatic Scale, caused by its violation, and
to which we have already referred (pages 32, 33),
It I1s absolutely necessary that the Jubilees celebrated
after the exile shall be found, asthey are found, upon
a different («isplaced as it were) group of years than
those antecedent thereto; the two Scales are disjointed
In so far as their harmonious seguence Is concerned,
nor do they overlap in heptades.

Nevertheless, by other consummate interrelations,
the entire sequence of a.m. years, as bonded together
by astonishing prophetic spans, turns out after all to
be a harmony even more perfect than it would have
been without this break! All this will appear in due
time; in the meanwhile we refer the curious student
to a brief outline sketched on page 188, Study No.
Eight.

3488 a.m., 51l b.c. This year is the morrow aftel
the Sabbatic year of Resumption, 3487 a.m. Natu-
rally, therefore, the whole of this (calendric) year is
uneventful in so far as specific dates, to be found
upon the surface of the Scripture, are concerned,;
for, although at its springtide the all-important 6th
year of Darius began, the solitary date thereon
referred to in the Bible does not occur until the
XI1. Sacred month, and therefore near the middle of
the next calendric year, to wit: 3489 a .m.

Lack of space, and their very multiplicity, forbids
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us to enlarge upon the subjects that present them-
selves as we progress. For instance, as a mere sug-
gestion, to lead others into fruitful fields of research,
note that in 4067 a.m., at the end thereof, was Jeru-
salem destroyed by Titus, so 1*4068 a.m. Zion again
began her Sabbaths of Desolation! Now, from 3488
a.m. t0o 4068 a.m., inclusive, are thus appropriately
581 = 83 x 7 years.

So too, from Joshua’s Long Day, 2555 : .n ., to 4067
am. IS 1512= 216 x 7 years=23x 3s X 7; again
from 2610 a.m., which was the 7th Sabbath of Rest
after the Division of the Land, there extend 878 years
to 3488 a.m. They are covered as follows, in chron-
ological units, 365 + 360 +153; etc., etc., etc.

Expulsion of the Pisistratidae from Athens.
Telesilla of Argos, the poetess, flourished.

Here, however, is the proper place tolay down the
measure which, by God’s grace, we have been given
to understand 4by Books, ” in order to transmit it unto
those who serve Him seeking Light.

It will be noted that 2554 a.m. was the first un-
broken Civil year, reckoned from Tishri to Tishri,
passed by Joshua’s Hosts after the Passage of the
Jordan. That year throughout was Sabbatic from
Creation, because 2554 a.m. = 2555 of Astronomical
duration, and 2555 = 365 x 7! In the same way the
whole of 3487 a.m., reckoned from Tishri to Tishri,
IS Sabbatic upon the regular Scale that succeeded the
Return, and the resumption of the Sacred count,
hence 3488 a.m. becomes throughout a first year on
the resumed Sabbatic Scale. Now, bearing these
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POST-EXILIC SABBATIC SCALE.

2554 A.Mm. = 2555 asT. = 7 x 365

93} 931 = 7 x 133

3485 a.m. = 3486 ast. = 7 X 498, 2-3d of Dar. HyS
3486 a.m. BABYLON'S “ Day” of Judgment.

(3486"N-874- a.m.) Jer. xxv. 11-12.

3487 a.m. Restoration and Sabbatic on the
H Post-Exilic Scale.
1 “ Behold, | renew the covenant henceforth.”

3488a.m, = 1. Jerusalem R edivivus.*

48
3536t a.m. = 49, Ist Jubilee, Post-Exilic Scale.

+ 7
3543t 36i3 3083iil 3753 3823 3893 3963%
21 31 61

51
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2 ]2 62

22 32 52
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3564 3634ﬂ 3704 377434 384444 SQT% 3984

4 24

357i 3641 3711 37SIV sss: 3921 3991
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8

18 48" 58 63

3599 366919 3739 3809 S879vii 3949 4OI969

3606 3676 3745 3816 3886 3956 40265,
50 60

10 20 30 40
These are the 70 “ weeks” of Dan. ix. 24.

* The Jubilee count begins on Sunday, Tishri 1st. fist
Jubilee (Sabbatic year), f Ezra. § Nehemiah. |Pompey.
% Herod. ** The Saviour preaches Redemption in “ The
Acceptable Year,” is Crucified the next, 4027 .... after a
vocation of 62 literal weeks, and an active ministry of exactly
365.242256 days (so interpreted).
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facts in mind, and referring mentally to the numer-
ous preceding considerations, the AW-Exilic scheme
of Sabbatic Jubilees is given opposite. The Jubilees
being in large figures and all the rest of those in the
block of 70 being severally Sabbatic.

[We select the year 3488 a.m. for the location of
this Table of Sabbatic Jubilees because the count of 49
years strictly begins here. Note, however, that the
count of 50 years begins the year before. Thus the
50th year becomes the 49th, in that the two counts
end together. A similar peculiarity controls the
annual Pentecostal count, the 50th day from the
Paschal Weekly Sabbath being the 49th from its
““morrow. "]

3489 a.m., 510 b.c. The 6-7th year of Darius Hys-
taspes. The Second Temple was finished, and the
Feast of its Dedication began, on the 3d day (Sab-
bath) of Adar (/. ~, of the XII. Sacred, 6th civil,
month), and therefore in the last month of the 6th
year of Darius* (Ez. vi. 15-17) it being also the end
of the 490th year (inclusive) since the Dedication
(3000 a.m. ; see Study No. Five, page 22) of the First
Temple.

Note now, that from the Coronation of Saul at
the beginning of 2910 a.m., to the last year of Zede-
kiah, 3416 a.m., being 507 (=13 x 13 x 3) years, so

*The Behistun Rock makes the 10th day of Bagayadish to
be that of his accession. |f it ran exactly with Adar, as is
probable, then the 6th year of Darins had but one week to run
at this time, which serves to show the accuracy of the Sacred
Historians and Prophets.
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the similar period, 507 years forward from 3489 a.m.
brings ns to 3996 a.m. the year of the Nativity!
while 507 years backward from 3489 a.m. brings ns
to 2982 a.m., a year already found to be of supreme
chronological importance (Study No. Eight, page
180); while 72 years backward from the latter brings
us to the beginning of Saul’s reign, 2910 a.m., and 72
years forward from the former (3996 a.m.) brings us
to the end of the final siege and destruction of Jeru-
salem by Titus, 4067 a.m., inclusive, i. e., t0 4068 a.m.).
To wit: 2910 + 72= 2982; +507 = 3489, +507 =
3996; + 72= 4068 a.m. beginning.

Josephus and Esdras place the Dedication on the
23d of the month, which was probably the date of the
completion of the ceremony, i. e., from the 3d to 23d
Inclusive, being three weeks in all as in the case of
the Dedication of Solomon’s Temple (see Study No.
Five, pages 22-27). This we may take for granted,
was counterparted in so far as possible, and certainly
so as to its chronological requirements, which prob-
ably included the purification of the Priests and
Levites, so as to anticipate their duties at the com-
Ing Passover, for they appear to have arranged this
matter (verses 20-21) differently than Joshua, who
was pressed for time (see Study No. Eight, pages
114-115).

With the Ist of Nisan, the sacred year (which was
also the 7th of Darius) began, and with it the routine
work of the Temple was set in order (Ez. vi. 18).
The Passover was duly kept (verses 19 and 20-22),
the Lamb slain on Thursday the 14th of the month
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(see Study No. Ten, page 179, Table m), and the
feast itself lasted as usual, seven days, i. e.,, from the
“ evening ” of the 15th to the end of the “ morning”
of the 2lst.

Up to this point (chapters i.-vi. inclusive) Ezra is
merely the Historian of the Return, and of the ini-
tiatory efforts to reestablish the Temple and its pol-
ity. The events recounted antedate his own connec-
tion with the rehabilitation of affairs some 53 years
later, 3542-)- a.m., g. v. Now, what he wrote agrees
with what Haggai and Zechariah wrote, and with
what Darius sculptured at Behistun, as we have now
verified by the Luni-Solar Cycle. Let us, therefore,
proceed with confidence.

3490 a.m., 509 b.c. The 7-8th year of Darius. We
can imagine that the Feast of Tabernacles of this
year (Ist civil, VII. Sacred month) was a glorious one,
for it was celebrated in the newly dedicated Temple,
and on the 490th anniversary since Solomon’s great
feast of Dedication of the First Temple, in the year
3000 a.m. (vide Study No. Five, pages 22-27). Note
now that 3420 + 70= 3490 a.m. (see Study No. Two,
page 167, and Study No. Eleven, page 126).

The Samaritans now refused to pay any further
tribute to the Jews, alleging that as the Temple was
finished, they would pay it only to Darius himself.
Upon which, Zerubbabel, with Ananias, and Morde-
cai, two principal men, traveled to Susa and com-
plained to Darius, who sent a royal mandate that they
should continue to pay the tribute; nor was there any
further trouble in this matter, until the days of San-
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ballat, long afterwards (Joseph. Ant., Lib. XI. cap. 4).

This year, Sextus (the son of Tarquinius Superbus,
the last to hold the title of “ King ” in Rome), having
ravished Lucretia, was banished with all his family by
the people. Thus fell the first “* King” (or form of
the Ruling Power) of Rome (Rev. xvii. 10%). Its du-
ration from Romulus to and including this 25th and
final year of Tarquinius, was 244 years. Here, then,
ends the Royal Era of Rome. The ‘4Seven Kings of
the Seven Hills,” upon which that great city “ which
reigneth over the kings of the earth” is built, were
types of the seven eras of her dominance, and form
a remarkable clue to the identifications set forth in
the chapter xvii. of Revelation, etc. Rome was
next governed by a Senate and two Consuls, chosen
annually for 10 4- 5 4- 42 4- etc. years, the first period
being 3490-99 . ... Junius Brutus and Valerius Pub-
licola (the latter substituted for Collatinus) were the
first pair of Consuls, their term pertaining to the year
245 A.u.c.509 b.c.= 4205 J.p. This was the 60th
year before Virginius slew his daughter.

Ten years later than the expulsion of Tarquin, this
new head or form of the Roman goverment became
somewhat confused by the addition of a new officer,
called a Dictator, and 5 years later still, by a set of
officers called * Tribunes of the People.” These ex-
tensions of the second mode of government, however,
are not to be considered as sufficient changes in the

*There be some who divide the seven heads of Human
Empire as follows: 1, Egypt; 2 Assyria; 3, Babylon; 4, Persia;
5 Greece; 6, Rome; 7, Napoleon; 8 Rome revived!
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administration to constitute entirely new forms or
heads (though sometimes so considered), nor until the
Decemvires came upon the scene, 42 years after the
Tribunes, Is any such distinction to be made. Hence,
the Consular Head or Form, maybe regarded as last-
Ing for 57 years.

“LXVIIIl. Olympiad. Isomachus, Crotoniate, Sta-
dium." Maritime Empire of the HSgina, 509-500 b.c.

3491 a.m., 508 b.c. The 8~9th year of Darius. He
engages in the Scythian War.

3492 a.m., 507 b.c. The 9-ioth of Darius. The
Scythians retaliate.

3493 a.m., 506 b.c. The 10-nth of Darius.

3494 a.m., 505 b.c. The n-i2th of Darius.

Scylar, the Admiral of Darius, sails down the In-
dus on a reconnaissance, crosses the Indian Ocean,
and sails up the Red Sea, landing at the same port
from whence Pharaoh Necho had formerly sent a
Phoenician fleet to circumnavigate Africa (which they
accomplished in 3396 a.m., i. e., 2100 years before the
Cape of Good Hope was discovered (1497 a.d.) by the
Portuguese.

“ LXIX. Olympiad. Isomachus, the second time,
Stadium.” Charon of Lampsacus, hist., fl.

3495 a.m., 504 b.c. The 12-13th of Darius.

He invades and subdues India, imposing a yearly
tribute of 360 talents, one a day (according to the
days of the year then in use). Heraclitus, Phil.
Parmenides. Lasus, poet, instructor of Pindar.

Hecatseus, the historian, assists the lonians at their
deliberations. Siege of Naxos.
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3496 a.m., 503 b.c. The 13-14th of Darius Hystas-
pes.

(1) 3497 a.m., 502 b.c. The 14-15th of Darius Hys-
taspes.

The lonian confederacy declares war against Da-
rius Hystaspes. They invade Asia Minor and
burn Sardis. They were eventually routed, but
their Athenian allies escaped, to punish whom, Darius
resolved upon the long and famous war against Greece
which eventually led to the downfall of his dynasty.
HSschylus first exhibits tragedy. Choerilus and
Pratinas contend with him.

(2) 3498 a.m. $02-56* b.c. The 13—6th of Darius
Hystaspes. Sixth Lunar Eclipse on record (Nov. 19,
4212 j.p.=502 b.c. N.B.—Note that 3498 2 .m., while
broadly overlapped by 50! ».c. as above, began in 502.
See Scale, Study No. Ten, page 38; also remarks
under b.c. and a.qa., Study No. Eleven, page 28).

This year we have the famous eclipse recorded by
Ptolemy as follows: “ The second eclipse, which also
Hipparchus employed, was in the 20th year of the
Darius (who was after Cambyses), in the Egyptian
(Nabonassan) month Epiphi (November), the 28th to
29th day, at Equinoctial hours of the night, at
which time the moon was eclipsed on the south by
N of her diameter and the middle time at Babylon
was f of an Equinoctial hour before midnight, since
half of the night was then 6f Equinoctial hours nearly;
but in Alexandria it was 1 Equinoctial hours before
midnight.”

The eclipse occurred at the full moon which pre-
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ceded the Winter Solstice, and one month before
that solstice, it being at the end of 246 Nab.,
about November 19th, nh. 45m. at night, 502 bv.c.
common.

This eclipse has been a serious bone of contention
among modern harmonists. They either misunder-
stand Ptolemy or else Ptolemy was wrong. But
Ptolemy’s astronomical emplacement of the eclipse
cannot be impeached. This we can make plain to
the simplest mind as follows: Epiphi was the eleventh
Egyptian month, / <, Nabonassan *month. Now
the only eclipse of the moon which, within possible
limits, fell uponvthe 28-29th of Epiphi occurred,
according to the unanimous verifications of modern
scholars, in 246 Nab. Therefore this must be the
one to which Ptolemy refers.

The Egyptian year had 12 months of 30 days each,
and an epact of 5 days at the end of the 12th month,
after which the vague year recommenced. First, let
us locate the 28-29th of Epiphi. From Thoth to
Epiphi are 10 months, and 10 x 30 = 300 days; to
reach the 28-29th of Epiphi add 28-29 days; our sum
Is thus 328-29. But the year 246 Nab. began with
the istof Thoth on December 27th; hence, Dec. 31st
was the 5th of Thoth: 328-29 —5 = 323-24. There-
fore we must go into the next year 323-24 days, which
any one may count, and reach November 19-20th.
Now the eclipse fell upon November 19th near mid-
night as agreed by all, and as admitted by us.

What then? ‘*Why,” say the school of interpre-
ters whos§ conclusions we are questioning, “ that year
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must therefore have been ‘the 20th year of the
Darius who was after Cambyses.’””

But here we take issue with them: we accept
Ptolemy’s Astronomy, we reject his History, except
as properly qualified. And this because it iIs a
“misfit.” For other records, of as purely histori-
cal value as his own data is of astronomical weight,
place the eclipse in the 15th year of Darius as dated
from the death of Smerdis.

Nevertheless, this 15th year was the 20th dating
from the year (inclusive) in which Cambyses began
his Egyptian campaign! Now Ptolemy omits the
block of five years which falh between the 8th of
Cambyses’ total reign and the 8th of his sole reign.
He is even justified in this by the Behistun inscrip-
tion itself. For Darius therein tells us that the
Smerdian usurpation began at once (see Section 10,
page 50). If so, it must have been in the provinces
(see nth Section of the inscription) and need not
have extended to the city of Babylon until the 5th
year. Be this, however, as it may, it is clear that
Darius Hystaspes (for some dynastic purpose)
counted his own regnal years (as does Ptolemy,
following the Behistun Rock), back to the year In
which he is supposed to have accompanied Cambyses
to Egypt.

Quite a number of reasons might be suggested as
an explanation: (1) He may have been associated
locally with his own father (Hystaspes) in their own
province in that very year! (2) He may have pur-
posely ignored the Smerdian period of dominance, a
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thing by no means uncommon with Kings in the
matter of usurpation. (3) We -cannot escape the
fact that History accords fully 6 years to the Egyp-
tian campaign of Cambyses, which the Behistun
Rock purposely ignores, but which the Chronologist
cannot omit!

In following the inscription, Ptolemy’s 20th year is
correct, but lacks the chronological qualification that
this was the 15th year of his absolute succession, .
dating from the deaths of Cambyses and Smerdis!
Here (the Behistun Rock being entirely silent, and
Ptolemy being without additional information, or
at any rate ignoring Iit), is the point of departure
from the chronological truth, and all who have
followed. Ptolemy without this qualification have
erred therein.

Now we omit further discussion until we arrive
at a date which we intend to establish by incontrover-
tible mathematics, supported by unimpeachable His-
torical witnesses, by sound Astronomy, and by
accurate Chronology, and of the entire array of
which, Ptolemy and Darius Hystaspes were, and the
modern school will remain, ignorant, until we divulge
It (see 3557 a.m. = 442 b.c. which, as will be shown,
must have been the 20th year of Artaxerxes Longi-,
manus).

“LXX. Olympiad. Niceas, Opundian (Gr. Nica-
Istas, Opuntian), Stadium.”

(3) 3499 a.m., 500 b.c. The 16-17th of Darius Flys-,
taspes. In this same year the Tyrians were restored
to their privileges by Darius and allowed to have a
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King of their own (3429 + 70 = 3499 a.m. ; vide Study
No. Two, page 167).

Tyre begins to recover strength and prominence
as a commercial agent. lonic war, 3d year; Arista-
goras slain in Thrace.

The 24 Latin cities declared war against Rome,
and the Roman Senate was forced to create a
supreme officer called Dictator (Magister Populi,
and Praetor Maximus), with whom they lodged
absolute power for 6 months only. The first Dicta-
tor was chosen in the 10th year of the Republic, and
his term of office extended over the first half of the
nth year, to wit:

(4) 3500 a.m., 499 b.c. The 17-18th of Darius Hys-
taspes. Largius Flavius Dictator (Ist). Sp. Cassius
Master of the Horse.

Flavius dealing privately with the Latins obtained
a truce for 1 year, and laid down his authority at the
end of 6 months. Cyprus recovered by the Persians.
Fourth year of lonian War; Histiseus comes down to
the coast.

The Autumnal Equinox of 3500 a.m. may be
termed the Heart of Chronology and History since
the seven allotted Millennaries bisect thereat, 7000-7-2
— 3500; it being also the central year of Darius
Hystaspes, whose reign was so important in the annals
of Judah. Note now that 3500 = 500 x 7, and thus
that the 500 Sabbatic years from Creation end at this
Equinox (3499 a.m.= 3500 Ast.). Note also that this
equinox falls in the year 500 b.c. These figures are
remarkable, and the investigation of the collateral
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ones upon the Lunar, and Consolidated scales {circa
3394-5, and 3409-10 a.m.) will, we doubt not* fully
reward the patient student.

(5) 3501 a.m., 498 b.c. The 18-19th of Darius
Hystaspes.

Posthumius Dictator; EbutiuS Masted of the Horse.
The Latin cities, totally defeated, sue for peace.
Tarquin retired to Campania, where he died aged 96,
and Posthumius laid down his authority.

lonian war, 5th year. Preparations to assault
Miletus.

(6) 3502 a.m., 497 B.c. The i9~2ath of Darius Hys*
taspes.

Darius closely followed up his advantage, and in
this 6th year of the lonian war his forces brought it
to a termination, capturing Miletus which they
burned, and transporting most of the inhabitants to
Ampha, at the mouth of the Euphrates, where they
continued as a Grecian Colony for many centuries.

“ LXXI. Olympiad. Tisicrates, the Crotoniate,
Stadium. ”

Battle of Lake Regillus. The Encyclopedia Bri-
tanica states that this is ‘* The first authentic date in
Roman History !” Hellanicus, hist., born.

(7) 3503 a.m., 496 b.c. The 20-21st of Darius
Hystaspes. Birth of Sophocles.

Miltiades returns to Athens. Phoenician fleet at
Tenedos.

(8) 3504 a.m., 495 v.c. The 2i-22d of Darius
Hystaspes. ”“Eaces restored as tyrant of Samos.
Pindar, Pyth. sixth.
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(9) 3505 a.m., 494 b.c. The 22-236. of Darius Hys-
taspes. Mardonius, the son-in-law of Darius, now
invades Greece, being sent by Darius to punish the
Athenians and Eretreans for burning Sardis. He
marched through Thrace into Macedonia with an
army, where all the people submitted to him.

The people of Rome now secure additional repre-
sentation in the government by forcing the Senate
to allow them to choose at the Comitia Centuriata,
certain guardians of their rights, termed Tribunes of
the People. This was the outcome of a revolt which
followed the Latin war.

Now the first Tribunes were made 42 years before
the Decemviri. They were five, viz. L. Junius Bru-
tus, Secinius Bellulus, the two Licinii, and Icilius Ruga.
They and their successors, while in office, were to
reside constantly in Rome, and to be unanimous In
their determinations. The Commons also, at this
time chose two Ediles to assist their Tribunes.
They all went into power this year.

(10) 3506 a.m., 493 b.c. The 23-24~ of Darius
Hystaspes. But early in this year, not having care-
fully secured his camp, the Thracians fell upon Mar-
donius at night, wounded him and slew a vast number
of his men. He thereupon retired quickly to the
coast in order to board his fleet. But he only found
the remains of it, for in doubling the Cape of Mt.
Athos (Capo Santo) 300 of his ships were destroyed
by a storm with a loss of some 20,000 of the crew.
Mardonius, therefore, retreated into Asia Minor as
best he could, and without honor.
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“LXXIIl. Olympiad. Tisicrates, the second time,
Stadium. ”

(H) 3507 a.m., 492 b.c. The 24-25th of DariuS
Hystaspes. Darius next sent heralds to Greece, who
demanded earth and water, the symbol of submis-
sion. This was given by many Grecian Cities, but
the Athenians and Lacedaemonians violated the Law
of Nations and flung one herald into a well and
another into a pit,—that they might help themselves
to as much of the elements as they desired!

(0 (12) 3508 a.m., 491 b.c. The 25~26th of Darius
Hystaspes. Datis and Artaphernes, Persian Com-
manders, now sail from Samos with 300,600 men in
600 ships and reduce all the Grecian Islands. They
then sailed to Attica, and drew Up in battle array
upon the famous plain of Marathon, Where they
were completely routed by Miltiades.

The Battle of Marathon is a Pillar of Chronology.
It took place 486 years before the Nativity of our
Lord, in the year 4223 j.p.= 257 Nab. =491 ».c.
common (see Harmonized Scale of Time, page 40).
Eclipse of the moon (7th) observed at Babylon, April
25th, 491 b.c.; 2 digits of the southern limb obscured.

In the month of Tybi (the 5th month of the Egyp-
tian year), 257 Nab. (which began on Dec. 24th, in
this particular year, 3508 a.m.; see Nabonassan col-
umn, “ Harmonized Scale of Time,” page 40), on
the 3~4th day of the month (about our April 25-26",
49! b.c.), as Ptolemy reports, there was at Babylon
an eclipse of the moon, half an hour before midnight.
See Ptol. Mag. Synt., Lib. IV. cap. 9, where it is writ-
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ten as follows: 4For the purpose of determining the
Node, we have taken the first eclipse observed at
Babylon, in the 31st year of Darius 1., in the Egyp-
tian month Tybi* 3d to 4th day, in the middle of the
6th hour, in which it is declared that the moon was
eclipsed two digits on the south. W.ith this we have
compared another observed in the eighth year of
Adrian,” etc.

Our own verification of the date of this eclipse,
agrees with that of Sir. Isaac Newton, and guarantees
the accuracy of The Harmonized Scale of Time, which
cannot be impugned, and which, when brought down
to 1893 a.d., fetches us to 6606 j.p., as shown Iin Study
No. Ten, page 154, and as proved by the Official
Ephemerides of Our Race (see the Nautical Almanacs
of Washington and Greenwich for 1893 a.d., q.e.d.).*

Now Tybi is the fifth Egyptian month (i. e., of the
Nabonassan Scale), and as we know that the Ist of
Thoth In 492 b.c. fell upon Dec. 24th (see Study No.
Ten, page 39, 257 Nab.), we can easily calculate
the day on which the 3d and 4th of Tybi fell that

year, to wit:
Ist month, Thoth, hath 30 dq[ys.
<

2d 11 Phaophi, « 3

< Athyr, o« g I
4th 9 Choiach, « g0 IS
sth U Tybi, g - 1

i.e. Total 123-4 I<

* For commentary on these eclipses see Chrono-Astrolabe,
by James Bowman Lindsay, pages 75, 80-82; see also H. Grat-
tan Guinness’ “ Approaching End of Age,” page 517, etc., etc.
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reckoned from Dec. 24th, inclusive. Or, Dec. 24th
to Dec. 3lst, inclusive, = 8days; 123-4 —8= 115-16
days; and the 115-16th days of the Julian year are
April 25~26th, on which, in 491 b.c., this eclipse is
found at nh. 30m. at night, 4223 j.p., as given by
Sir Isaac Newton.

We will gladly stand, barefooted and veiled, before
the Scientist, who, with mathematical data and proof,
which shall be his “ Commission” of Authority, can
shake this statement, in that any work our succes-
sors will be able to do upon this rectified Measure of
History, will simply increase its accuracy, and only
go to prove more and more, that God is true, and His
word sure, albeit every man be found to be a liar.

But referring once more to Ptolemy, whose Astron-
omy we thus accept, we are constrained to take issue
with his History except as qualified by other facts
explanatory of his accompanying statement that the
year In question was the 31st of Darius! It was the
31st of Darius Hystaspes only by reckoning the years
of the latter from 227 Nab., which was the 9th total
of Cambyses, the son of Cyrus the Great. Now the
latter actually reigned yet five years longer, but he
was in Egypt. Meanwhile, the rebellion of Gomates
the Magian spread from the provinces to Babylon
itself, and when this insurrection (after the death of
Cambyses) was suppressed by Darius, he may have
elected to regard his reign as running back and
beginning when that of Smerdis did, i. e., back to
the year in which Cambyses left Persia for his 6-year
Egyptian sojourn,
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This is implied by the Behistun Inscription itself;
but the Chronologist must enter these premises with
understanding, and cannot afford to be misled into
dropping 5 whole years from the Scale of Time
merely to perpetuate the pride of a Persian king, or
to defend the historical sins of omission of an
Astronomer who, equally with ourselves, lived long
(even 65! years, or a whole cycle of eclipses) after
the events he discussed! Modern Astronomers are
certainly his peers, and find that ‘4his ways are equal ”
in the cycles. But there is reason to believe that
modern Historians and Chronologists, if they improve
their facilities, may be his superiors! At any rate,
we can summon to the Bar of Time a host of wit-
nesses that he did not employ, and of whose testi-
mony we believe he must have been ignorant! We
refer particularly to Esther, Esdras, Ezra, Haggali,
Zachariah and Nehemiah, who were certainly contem-
poraries of Xerxes and Artaxerxes, and are far more
credible as to merely Historical matters than Ptolemy,
and whose records agree with the Harmonized Scale
of Time without prejudice to the eclipses which it
recognizes and to which Ptolemy testifies.

Following Ptolemy, however, and accepting this as
the 31st year of Darius Hystaspes’ total reign, we note
that he reigned 10 years longer, to wit: 5 years to
reach the 31st of his sole reign, as measured from the
death of Cambyses (which 31st year was the one in
which his son Xerxes the Great became his associate),
and 5 years thereafter, at the end of which 10 years
Xerxes, in the 6th of this associate reign, became the
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sole king of the Medes and Persians, invaded Greece
and came to grief, as come they did 10 years after
Marathon in the Stadium-year of the LXXV. Olym-
piad! But let us proceed thither, step by step, noting
merely ere we start the following recapitulation and
guide to further progress:

3476 AM.=225 Nab.=  7th of Cambyses’ associate reign.
Add 2 2
{ 9th of Cambyses’ associate; inva-
3478 ¢ =227 * =4 sion of Egypt; rebellion of
( Smerdis; 1st of Darius’ total.
Add 19 19

*3407-8 « =246 < _  20th of Darius’ total = 14-15 sole.
Add 11 11

\ 31st of Darius’ total — 25-26 sole;

3508 =257 « =y Marathon.
Add 5 5
« =262 (36th of Darius’ total = 30-31 sole;
3513 H [ 1st of Xerxes' associate.
Add 5 5
;(4lst of Darius’ total — 35-36 sole;
3518 “ =267 U 6th of Xerxes’ associate, 1st of

{ sole; invasion of Greece.

That is, 3518 a.m. is the year of the famous Spring
eclipse at Sardis, just before the passage of the
Hellespont, and the year in which the Stadium of the

* This is an excellent example of the difficulty of expressing
in whole year numbers the minute accuracies of Chronology.
The reader should turn to Study No. Ten, page 38, and draw
a lead pencil line across the Scale, just above Dec. 3498 a.m.
It represents Nov. 19th, 502 b.c., and falls in 246 Nab. The
latter, by its overlap, falls too far below 3497 a.m. to show the
place of the eclipse without resorting to the double number,
3497-8 a.m., given in the calculation. The matter is just
reversed in 3508, when the eclipse comes early in the Nabo-
nassan year!
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LXXV. Olympiad was won! If we have patience,
we shall reach it in better shape than the Persians
did, and stay longer!

(2) 3509 a.m., 490b.c. The 26-27th of Darins Hys-
taspes.

Darius was not discouraged by the defeat of his
generals, but rather excited to prosecute his purpose
against the Athenians in person. He, therefore, sent
orders through all the Persian provinces, and devoted
three years to perfecting his preparations for the war.

1(3) 3510 a.m., 489 b.c. The 27-28th of Darius
Hystaspes. “ LXXIIl. Olympiad. Astyalus, the
Crotoniate, Stadium

2 (4) 3511 a.m., 488 b.c. The 28~29th of Darius
Hystaspes.

3(5) 3512 a.m., 487 b.c. The 29-30” of Darius
Hystaspes.

In this year the Magian religion reappeared in Per-
sia, with the arrival of Zoroaster at the Court of
Darius. He came from Media, where Hystaspes, the
father of Darius, was himself Governor, and where
the Cult had been protected since the uprising against
Smerdis, Zoroaster was a reformer, in a sense, hav-
Ing iIncorporated much that was Mosaic, upon the
Magian stock, the which he gathered out of the He-
brew Lore left in Media by *“ Israel” while lately
captive there.

Zoroaster presented Darius with the Zend Avesta
(the Book of the Fire Worshipers), bound in 12 vol-
umes, each of 100 skins of vellum. Its chief error
was the permission of incest, which the Court and
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upper classes of Persia, already practiced. So they
reaccepted the ancient worship, nor was incest for-
bidden until Alexander made laws against it, while
the fire worship survived until much suppressed by
Mohammedanism, there being remnants thereof, even
to this day (1894 a .4 .).

4(6) 3513 a.m., 486 b.c. The 30-3lst of Darius
Hystaspes.

In this fourth year, however, Egypt revolted, giving
Darius a double trouble. He, therefore, resolved to
divide his forces, and send a part, under his son,
Xerxes, against Egypt; while he led the rest, in per-
son, against Greece. To this end, he raised his son
Xerxes, tothe grade of Associate Ruler in the Empire,
with the rank of commander-in-chief of the army.
And the latter occupied the first year of his associate
reign in preparations for the Egyptian campaign.
It was the 1000th year after the Exodus, 2513 a.m.4-
jO00= 3513 A-MF

(7) 3514 a.m., 485 b.c. The 3i~32d of Darius Hys-
taspes. The 2d of Xerxes associated.

In the Spring of this year, Xerxes marched against
and completely conquered the Egyptians, making
their bondage heavier than before. League with the
Hernicans, and Agrarian Law carried by Cassius,
Consul the third term.

“LXXIV. Olympiad. Astyalus, the second time,
Stadium.” HSschykis gains the prize for tragedy.

1(8) 3515 a.m., 484b.c. The 32-33d of Darius Hys-
taspes. The 3d of Xerxes’ associated.

He left his brother Achemenes, Governor of the
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Egyptians, and returned to Susa by Spring, i.e.,having
been gone only a year. Herodotus, “ the Father of
History ” was now born at Halicarnassus.

2 (9) 3516 a.m., 483 b.c. The 33-34” of Darius
Hystaspes. The 4th of Xerxes associated.

Zoroaster, having reestablished his religion in Per-
sia, returned to Bactria as Archimagnus, where he
reigned in Spirituals, as Darius did in Temporals,
through all the Empire, whereby some have called
him King of Bactria. But having endeavored to pros-
elyte Argasp, the King of the Oriental Scythians, and
to enforce his argument with the authority of Darius,
the Scythian, who was an ardent Sabian, invaded
Bactria, defeated the Persian forces, and slew both
Zoroaster and Hystaspes, the father of Darius, in 3517
a.m. g.V. Gelon Tyrant of Syracuse.

3 (10) 3517 a.m., 482 b.c. The 34-35" of Darius
Hystaspes. The 5th of Xerxes associated. But
Darius routed the Scythian before he could retreat,
rebuilt the Fire Temples he had destroyed, and became
Archimagnus, himself, though he enjoyed not the
Spiritual dignity above one year, and at his death he
ordered it to be engraved upon his tomb that he was
master of the Magians or Head of the Church!

All of these events had greatly interfered with the
plans of Darius, whose religious duties now chiefly
occupied his attention. In the meantime Xerxes had
gained military prestige, and succeeded in stirring
up all the Empire against the realm of Grecia [see
Dan. xi. 2, where Xerxes is the fourth king referred
to., to wit; When Daniel had this vision, Cyrus, the
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Great Persian, was sole ruler of the Medes and Per-
sians (3470 a.m.). The 3 succeeding Kings were (1)
Cambyses, (2) Smerdis the Magian, (3) Darius Hys-
taspes, hence Xerxes is the fourth].

But it was the activity of the 4th, this Xerxes (who
was the Ahasuerus of Esther), that finally consum-
mated the matter and brought it to grief! Accord-
ingly Xerxes pushed the preparations for the invasion
of Greece to their completion by the Fall of (482 v.c.)
4232 j. p.

War between Veientians and Romans.

4 (10- 11)3518 a.m., 481 n.c. The 35-36" of Darius
Hystaspes, 6th of Xerxes associated, and later on the
Ist of Xerxes’ sole reign.

In the Autumnal beginning of this year Xerxes
marched the Persian army to Sardis where he spent
the Winter. This was 10 years after the Battle of
Marathon. The failing health of Darius prevented
his joining the expedition. So Xerxes early in the
Spring led his army across the Hellespont upon two
bridges of boats.

This army was enormous, 2,317,610 men, having
1207 ships of war besides 3000 galleys, transports,
etc. He recruited 300,000 more from the Grecian
countries that submitted to him upon this invasion,
and added 220 ships aboard of which were 24,000 men.

So that when hereached the Straits of Thermopylae
his army alone numbered 2,641,600 men besides end-
less camp followers. Herodotus estimates the total
number of people who followed him at 5,000,000;
which is to be esteemed as Just in that he is the most
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ancient writer of the war, lived In that age, and In
that this best agrees with the monuments, and the
general accounts of the ancients, all of whom reckon
this army the greatest ever brought into the field.

It was in the Spring of this year (3518 a.m.) that
Xerxes left Sardis for Abydos. “ At the moment of
their departure, the sun, which before gave his full
light, In a bright unclouded atmosphere, withdrew
his beams, and the darkest night succeeded.” Herod.
Lib. VII. c. 37).

This total eclipse occurred at Sardis on April 19th
(Just two days before the 272d year of Rome, a.u.c.,
ended) at 6h. 9 min. 13 sec. morn, b.c., 481 common,
as verified by Page in “ New Light from the Old
Eclipses.”

It was just at this time that Darius died, and
Xerxes, though away,succeeded to the Persian throne,
commencing his 21 calendric years of sole reign as
commonly measured (to wit: 3518 a.m. to 3538 a.m.,
parts of each inclusive, but in reality just 20
full solar years). Let us therefore fix the details of
this important era, ere we accompany the Persians
further.

Xerxes, In the 6th year of his associated reign, and
just after the 36th of his father had begun, to wit:
on or before Nisan Ist, 3518 a.m. (= 4233;.,. = 296,
Olymp. = LXXIV. 4 Olympiad =272 a.u.c =267
Nab. = 481 b.c. common = 477f years before the
Nativity see Harmonized Scale of Time, page 40),
came to the throne and began his sole reign.

“LXXV. Olympiad. Astyalus, the third time,
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Stadium (48l v.c.). The Olympiads from the LXXV.
to the CXI1X. are preserved in Diodorus Siculus (Lib.
X1.-XX.). These the learned reader will find it use-
ful to compare with the list here given by Eusebius.
In the LXXV. Olympiad Diodorus calls the victor
Asylus, the Syracusan,—because A.stylus,or Astyalus,
though a Crotoniate, professed himself to be a Syra™
cusan’" (see Pausanias, vi. 13).

Now, Herodotus further informs us (Lib. VIII. c¢*
26) that when Xerxes reached Greece the people were
celebrating the Olympic games, the which is further
verified by the Harmonized Scale of Time, page 40,
where it will be seen that the 297th year of the
Oiympiadic Scale was the first year of the LXXV.
Olympiad, and that it falls in the proper place against
the July full moon of 3518 a.m., i.e, In that of 48l
b.c. cOmmon.

Another eclipse which took place October 13th in 481
b.c. (but of course in 3519 a.m.!) while the Spartans
were working on the wall to protect Sparta against
the Persians under Xerxes, verifies these calculations
and our Measure of History, while at the same time
it demonstrates that the received Olympic Scale has
been commonly placed one year too low, as previously
demonstrated to the echo by William M. Page in his
““New Light from the Old Eclipses.”

How Leonidas, King of Sparta, fellat T hermopyiae,
and how the little Grecian fleet under Themistocles
destroyed the vast Armada of the Persians, at saia-
mis, Which forced Xerxes to retreat in haste to the
Hellespont; how Xerxes fled back to Sardis, leaving
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Mardonius, with bare 300,000 men, to act as rear
guard and retrieve his fortunes if possible; and how,
In just about ayear, all of his vast army was destroyed
except 40,000 men who escaped under Artabazus to
Byzantium and thence to Asia, we leave for the His-
torian to clothe properly upon this skeleton. The
Persians never came again into Greece; but in later
days a greater than Xerxes led the Grecians into
Persian places! (Dan. xi. 3).

5 (11-12) 3519 a.m., 480 b.c. The 7th of Xerxes;
I-2d of sole reign. Eclipse above referred to.

But Xerxes’ heavy loss of men was made up by the
vast spoils of Greece, and to this he added the spoill
of all the Asiatic Temples, save that of Diana, and
even wrecked those of Babylon, as foretold by Isa.
xxi. 9 (Jer. 1 2, and li. 44, 47, 52), and so gathered
up the treasures of ages in his retreat, which was
somewhat slow now, because he was well within his
own domain.

Battle of Plataea, Mardonius defeated and slain.
Battle of Mycale. Siege of Sestos, 480 v.c.

3520 a.m., 479 b.c. The 2~3d of Xerxes’sole reign.
Xerxes pleaded that his despoiling of the Sabian
Temples of Babylon was done because he was a
Magian. Ortanes (then Archimagnus) was with him
as captain of the army and influenced him to demolish
all the Idol Temples on his way (Cicero de Legibus,
Lib. I1.). Meanwhile the Grecian fleet sailed to the
Hellespont to destroy the bridges of Xerxes and
found them gone with the storms, but what materials
they found they brought to Athens and laid up as
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monuments. About this time “Eschylus, the trage-
dian, flourished.

Now Xerxes, while at Sardis, had fallen in love
with his brother’s wife, and, failing of reciprocation,
fell in love with her daughter, Aztayuta, whom he
gained. His own Queen, Hamestris, was already
noted for her haughty cruelty, and believing that the
mother was at fault, begged Xerxes, on his birth-
day, to have her placed within her power. Xerxes
granted the request and Hamestris forthwith muti-
lated her. Whereupon her husband fled with all
his family towards Bactria, where he was govornor,
but on the road was cut off by order of Xerxes, who
thus became a fratricide (Herod. Lib. 1X.).

This same Queen Hamestris, at a former time,
had caused fourteen noble Persian youths to be buried
alive as an offering to the Infernal Gods! She was
none other than Vashti the Queen, and Xerxes was
the Ahasuerus of Esther, whose story soon begins.

The King was now settled at Susa, with his spoils,
and was ready for a reckless species of triumph. So
In the 3d year of his reign he made the feast to all his
nobles as detailed in the first chapter of Esther
(1. 1-22).

Surrender of Sestos. Athenian walls rebuilt.
Hiero |. succeeds Gelon in Syracuse.

HERE BEGINNETH THE BOOK OF ESTHER.

3521 a.m., 478 v.c. The 3-4th of Ahasuerus, or
Xerxes (9th of total reign).

The Feast of Ahasuerus lasted from the Fall and
Winter of this year, even to the Spring, commenc-
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Ing with the Religious Autumnal celebrations of the
year. Upon the Hebrew Calendar its 180 days tan
VII. Sacred, ist civil month, 30 days-f- VIIt., 29; =
IX., 30; +X., 29; -f XL, 30; -hXIL, 29/7177; -
3 dkys of Nisan = 180. This feast was followed by a
special one of 7 days to the people who were at ShU-
shan the Palace-—from Nisan 4th to 10th inclusive.

Now Vashti, or Hamestris, also made a feast unto
the women during these seven days, and it came to
pass on Monday, the 10th, that the incidents recorded
In Esther i. 10-22, led to her disgrace, and finally to
her divorce.

3922 a.m. 477 v.c. The 4~sth of Xerxes, or Ahas-
uerus (10th total). Pausanias offers to betray Greece
to Xerxes. In the meantime the King began to look
about for another Queen (Esth. ii. 1-4); but the
measures set on foot occupied no little time as an
analysis of the Chronology involved, and clearly set
forth in the Book of Esther, will demonstrate.

“LXXVI. Olympiad. Scamandrus, Mitylenian,
Stadium.

The death of Anaxilaus, of Rhegium. Scyros
taken by Cimon. Pindar, Olymp. XIV. Phrynicus
victor in tragedy. Simonides at the age of 80 gains
the prize.

3523 a.m., 476 b.c. The 5-6th of Ahasuerus, or
Xerxes (nth of total reign).

The Lacedaemonians discover the treachery of
Pausanias, recall and execute him (Thucyd. Lib. I.
4). In the meantime the harem of Ahasuerus was
rapidly filling up.
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3524 a.m., 475 b.c. The 6-7th of Ahasuerus (12th
of total reign).

1 Civil, VII. Sacred Month.

“ Now in Shushan the palace there was a certain
Jew, whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the
son of Shimel, the son of Kish, aBenjamite;* who
had been carried away from Jerusalem with the cap-
tivity which had been carried away with Jeconiah
king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon had carried away. And he brought up
Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter: for
she had neither father nor mother, and the maid was
fair and beautiful; whom Mordecai, when her father
and mother were dead, took for his own daughter.”

(Esth. ii. 5-7.)
2 Civil, VIIlI. Sacred Month
3 N I X.
4 " X.
| 5 * XI.

“So it came to pass, when the king’'s command-
ment and his decree was heard, and when many
maidens were gathered together unto Shushan the
palace, to the custody of Hegai, that Esther was
brought also unto the king’s house, to the custody of
Hegai, keeper of the women. And the maiden
pleased him, and she obtained kindness of him; and
he speedily gave her her things for purification, with
such things as belonged to her, and seven maidens,
which were meet to be given her, out of the King’s

* It was Kish who had been carried away captive, not Mor-
decali.
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house: and he preferred her and her maids unto the
best place of the house of the women.

AEsther had not shewed her people nor her Kin-
dred : for Mordecai had charged her that she should
not shew it. And Mordecai walked every day before
the court of the women’s house, to know how Esther
did, and what should become of her.

ANow when every maid’s turn was come to go in
to king Ahasuerus, after that she had been twelve
months, according to the manner of the women, (for
so were the days of their purifications accomplished,
to wit, six months with oil of myrrh, and six months
with sweet odours, and with other things for the
purifying of the women;) then thus came every
maiden unto the king; whatsoever she desired was
given her to go with her out of the house of the
women unto the king’s house. In the evening she
went, and on the morrow she returned into the sec-
ond house of the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz.
the king’s chamberlain, which kept the concubines
she came Iin unto the king no more, except the king
delighted in her, and that she were called by name.’
(Esth. ii. 8-9; 10-11; 12-14))

2 6 Civil, XIl. Sacred Month.

3 7 1 | N q
5 9 1 111 1 a
6 10 W gy M a
1 7 11 1 \V/ 11 a

(Esth. ii. 12-14.)
12 Civil, VI. Sacred Month

Y]
@
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3 9 13 Civil,IntercalaryMonth.

The political incidents of this year were unevent-
ful in Persia. Esther spent its final nine months in
the women’s house gaining favor with Hegai. The
300 Fabii put to the sword by the Veientes at the
Cremera.

3925 a.m., 474 ».c. The 7-8th of Ahasuerus (13th

total reign).
4 10 1 Civil, VII. Sacred Month.
5 11 2 “ VIII. N “
6 12 3 “ I X.
4 “ X.

Tuesday, Ist day. “ Now when the turn of Esther,
the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who
had taken her for his daughter, was come to go iIn
unto the king, she required nothing but what Hegal
the king’s chamberlain, the keeper of the women,
appointed. And Esther obtained favour in the sight
Cf all them that looked upon her. So Esther was
taken unto king Ahasuerus into his house royal in the
tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, in the
seventh year of his reign ” (Esth. 1. 15-16) (14).

Wednesday, 2d day, Esther ii. (14)

Thursday, 3dday, Esther ii.lst half of 17th verse.

5 Civil, Xl.SacredMonth.
6 “ XIL
7 “ . “

Owing to the preparations incident ana necessary
0 such an event, the Feast of Esther (ii. last half of
ferse 17-20 inclusive) probably did not take place
before Nis.an, and lasted, we judge, like that of
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Vashti, for seven days. Her coronation ceremoniej
may be assigned to Sabbath, the ist of Nisan of thij
year, and the festivities to the following six days.

3520 o .m ., 473 b.c. The 8~9th of Ahasuerus (i4tl,j
of Xerxes’ total).

Birth of Artaxerxes Longimanus, the son of Xerxe
by Esther, on Monday, the first day of the Civil yea
(so interpreted). He was the last and youngest son o
Ahasuerus and succeeded his father in his 13th year

Themistocles accused of treason by the Lacedsemc
nians, tried, and acquitted. In those days Mord
cal providentially discovered the plot to murd
Ahasuerus, which eventually led to his elevation a
Prime Minister of Persia (Esth. 1. 21-23). Th
reference to this event in the Apocryphal Book
Esther (xi. 2) i1s manifestly mistranscribed by som
of the parties mentioned in verse 1, since Esther W
not brought before Ahasuerus until the seventh ye;
of his sole reign. The dream and discovery of Mo:
decai may have been in the Nisan of this year, whic
would be the second of Esther’s queenhood.

“LXXVII. Olympiad. Dandinus (Gr. Dandes
Argive, Stadium.”

3927 a.m.. 472 b.c. The 9-1oth of Ahasuerus (5l
of Xerxes’ total). Themistocles, banished fro
Athens, surrenders at Susa to Xerxes, where 1
finds protection, and 200 talents as the price of h
own head! In the meantime Cimon, the brave g
of Miltiades, sails from Athens and conguers Thrac
and some of the Persian Island strongholds.

In this year Ahasuerus raised Haman. into h*
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avor, and all men reverenced Haman. “ But Mor-
lecai bowed not, nor did him reverence.” This sur-
mised all concerned and led to serious events as
Ime went on (Esth. iii. 1-3).

Mordecai (who would not bow to an Amalekite)!
tands here as a significant type of one who later
.eclined to worship the Arch Amalekite himself, and
he hidden Chronological reference is perfect. 3527-]
June 21st) + 468} (/. e., 490 lunar years) = 3996 a.m.
\. e., Dec. 25th, 4 v.c.)!

3528 a.m., 471 b.c. The 10-nth of Ahasuerus
16th of Xerxes’ total). Cimon, continuing his victo-
les, sailed with 200 ships to Asia, where he was
.oined by 100 sail of the allies. He takes a great Per-
lan fleet manned by 20,000 men, and, landing the
ame day, defeated a Persian army which was mus-
ered at the mouth of the River Eurymedonfor some
reat purpose. He next destroyed 80 Phoenician
hips that were bound to join the Persian fleet, and
0 returned in joy to Athens.

Now it came to pass when they spake daily unto
vlordecai, and he harkened not unto them, that cer-
ain of the servants of Ahasuerus, who were envious
> his rectitude, reported the matter to Haman him-
elf; and the fact that Mordecai was a “ Jew ' was
Ilso reported. Then was Haman full of wrath; but
IS he was not yet sufficiently settled in his high
estate to risk so sweeping a revenge as his injured
)ride demanded, he contained himself and laid his
Jlan& with that subtle certainty which alwhys over-
eaches its own aim (Esth. iii. 4-6).
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The Comitia Tributa appointed through the instru-
mentality of Volero. It was an assembly of the
“Tribes” of Rome, wherein each freeman, rich or
poor, had an equal vote In his own tribe, and by a
majority of the sentiments of the several tribes, the
Tribunes, Ediles, and Priests, etc., were chosen. This
body also made the laws, called, Plebiscita, punished
misdemeanors, but not with death; made peace, but
not war, and greatly extended the power of the com-
mons.

3529 a.m., 470 b.c. The n-i2th year of Ahasu-
erus (17th of Xerxes’ total).

Cimon, sailing to the Hellespont, drove the Per-
sians out of the Thracian Chersonesus, and subdued
all the countries as far as, but except, Macedonia, for not
also subduing which he was tried for his life when he
returned to Athens, and narrowly escaped con-
demnation.  This series of losses put an end to
Xerxes’ thoughts of a Grecian war, and we hear but
little more of him in Grecian History, while the
special interest centered in the story of Esther, his
lovely queen, now reaches its climax, for we read
that it was in the first month (that is, the month
Nisan, in the 12th year of King Ahasuerus), that
Hainan's plans were completed.

So in this auspicious month they cast Pur, i. e., the
K, before Haman from day to day, and from month
to month to the 12th month, that is the month Adar
(Esther 1ii. 7), the explanation of which is as follows:

Haman had resolved to obtain revenge upon the
whole Jewish nation in satisfaction for the insult casl
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upon him by Mordecai. He therefore called his
diviners together upon the first day of Nisan, which
was the first Jewish month, in order that by their
lots and conjurations they might determine the most
“lucky ” day of the Jews’ own calendar for executing
his design. These magicians went about the matter
iIn a manner very similar to that still pursued by
fellows of their ilk.

They assigned a day to each of the 12 Hebrew
calendar months, and cast lots upon each day In
succession for all the several days contained in each
of the months typified. The process took just 12
days during which they cast 354 separate lots, and
selected the one which appeared to them the most
propitious for Haman, and the most malignant to
Mordecai. Thus upon Sunday, the Ist, they cast 30
lots, from day to day, /. e., severally for each of the
30 (see calendar) days it represented; and so on
for 12 days, from day to day, and on each day 29 or
30 lots alternately, until one had been cast for each
day of the Jewish year, and the results of the whole
divination compared, and the selection made, accord-
ing to the so-called “ laws” (?) of those who “ peep
and mutter.”

Now the choice (lot= Pur) fell upon the XII.
Sacred month, which is Adar, even upon the 13th day
thereof. So Haman was settled as to the day. Hence,
Haman sought the king at once, early in the evening,
even on Friday, the 13th day of the month, i. e.ythe
one on which his divinations were to be consummated,
as he presumed, auspiciously (Esth.iii. 7-11) 3529 . .
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We shall now present the Chronological scheme
upon which the succeeding dates of Esther become
intelligible, and prove themselves to be accurate
history, leaving our readers to fill in most of the
comments as they re-peruse the canonical book itself.
It will be noticed that from the ist of Nisan, 3529
a.m., to the 23d of Sivan (the I1l. Sacred month), even
82 days inclusive (or 84 to and including the welcome
Sabbath, Sivan 25th),* we have a detached sequence
of dates, or at least a group of Chronological links, so
related as to bind them into one continuous log-
book. Bearing this in mind, and noting the reference
to periods of days mentioned in the account itself,
the reasons of the columns of figures attached to the
following almanac of these three months will be
apparent to such as desire to follow us minutely.

ALMANAC.

.  Sacred (7th civil) month of 3529 a.m., it being ir

the 12th year of Ahasuerus (Xerxes) just begun

(Esth. iii. 7).

Sunday, Ist, 30 lots castfforthe 30 days of Nisan.
Monday, 2d, 29 “ “ 29 ¢ Zif
Tuesday, 3d, 30 “ “ 30 4 Sivan.

*This whole study of Esther is typical of greater things, for
the full 84 days (12 X 7) being taken as representing 84 years in
the past, refers back to (3529 —84 =) 3445 a.m., a year which
we have already seen to be of supreme importance on the scale
of time (Study No. Eleven, pages 138-142) while 84 weeks of
years (12 Jubilee periods—84 X 7= 588 years), reckoned from
3445 A m., just fetch us through the 70 weeks (490 years) that
measure from Ezra to a most important Sabbatic year.

f Severally, or day by day.
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Wednesday, 4th, 29lots cast for the . 9days of Tamuz.

Thursday, 5th, 32 < K g0 T Ap,
Friday, 6th, 29 " ' o9 " Elul
Sabbath, 7th, 3¢ S ‘i g9 't Tishri.
Sunday, 8th, 29 ' 59 T BUIL
Monday, oth, 30 < g9 " Chisleu.
Tuesday, 10th, 29  © i o9 = Tebeth.
Wednesday, nth, 3o ' ‘" 39 S Shebat.
Thursday, 12th, og " 29 < Adar.

The divinations upon this last or twelfth day be-
gan and lasted longer than the rest, for they were not
only for the twelfth month in particular, but the
comparison of all the lots now took place, resulting
In the selection of the 13th day of the XII. Sacred
month (which of course fell in 3530 a.m.). Assoon as
the augurs announced the solution of the fatal Horo-
scope, Haman repaired to the king and gained the
coveted permission, and upon the following day he put"
his nefarious scheme into operation (Esther iii. 8-13)

The letters (like all edicts) were of course sealed
and secret until officially promulgated at some
specified date, and from the after context detailing
the immediate effect of their official announcement
66 days later, it is certain that it was not published
to the people of Shushan before the 18th day of the
[11. Sacred (9th civil) month, at which time, by post
haste, it had reached a radius of at least 1,260 miles
(less than 20 miles per day) in all necessary directions
(for instance from Susa to the Bosphorus), and so come
to the very borders of the most remote provinces of
this typical Anti-Christian empire!
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Let us now return to the Almanac, and, repeating the
12th day of Nisan, pursue the skeleton of its remark-
able chronology towards the critical date in question.

Nisan, the 7th Civil, i. <, calendric, month of 3529
a.m., continued.

1, Thursday, 12th (day N\ gone).

Divination begun early in the morning; completed
about 3Il. 36 min. afternoon (Esth. 1. 7-11).

2, Friday, 13th, L

Haman seeks an evening audience while calling at
Court, and is successful; orders issued at once.
Scribes come together in the morning and letters
written (Esth. iii. 12; 36 days to 18th of 2d month).

3, Sabbath,  14th, 2.

Posts sent out (Esth. iii. 13).

1, 4, Sunday, 15th, 3.

Passover season begins! (but subject to injunction
of Deut. xvi. 5-6!).

2, 5, Monday, 16th, 4.
3, 6, Tluesday, 17 th, 5 -
4, 7, Wednesday, 18th, 6.
Thirty days to Esther’s last summons (Esth. iv. 10-17).

5, Thursday, 19th, 7, 1.
6, Friday, 20th, 8, 2.
7 Sabbath, 21st, 9, 3-

Passover season ends (an High Day, but condi-
tioned, Deut. xvi. 5-6).

1, Sunday, 22d, 10, 4.
Wave sheaf day when in Palestine.
2, Monday, 23d, 11, 5.

3, Tuesday, 24th, 12, 6.
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4, Wednesday, 25th, 13 7.
5> 1hursday, 26th, 14 8.
6, Friday, 27th, i 5* 9-
7, Sabbath, 28th, id, 10.
g, Sunday, 29th, (7 11
9, Monday, 30th, 18, 12.
Il. Sacred (8th civil) month, 3529 a.M
10, Tuesday, Ist, 19, 13-
11, Wednesday, 2d, 20, ja-
12, Thursday, 3N, 21, i 5-
13, Friday, 4th, 22, 16.
14, Sabbath, 5th- 23, 17-
15, Sunday, 6th, 24,  18.
16, Monday, th, 25 19,
j7, Tuesday, 8th, 26, 20.

18, Wednesday, 9th, 27 21
19, Thursday, 10th, 28, 29.

20, Friday, lith, 29 23-
21, Sabbath, 12th, 3o 24.
22, Sunday, 13th, 3L 5.
23, Monday, 14th, 32, 26.
24 Tuesday, 15 th, 33, 27.

25, Wednesday, 16th, 34  28.
26, Thursday, I7th, 35 29,

27 ~ Friday, 18th, 3d, 30-
Esther’s last visit (by summons) to the King*.
28, Sabbath, | 9th, 37, 1.
“ These 30 days” (5 x 6) begin here (Esth. iv,
209, Sunday, 20th, 38, 2.
3c. Monday, 21st, 39 3-

3. lTuesday, 22d, 40, A4-
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11.

12.
13*
14.

| 5-
16.

32, Wednesday, 23d, 41,
33, Thursday, 24th, 42,
34, Friday, 25th, 43,
35~ Sabbath, 26th, 44
36, Sunday, 27th, 45,
37, Monday, 28th, 46,
38, Tuesday, 29th, 47
[11. Sacred (9th civil) month, 3529 A.m.
39, Wednesday, ist, 48,
40, Thursday, 2d, 49
4i, Friday, 3d, 5°
42, Sabbath, ath, 51
43, Sunday, 5th, 52,
Pentecost,

44,
45,
46,
47,
48,
49,
5°,
Pentecost

If reckoned from the ist day of the
Feast this year, is a remarkable special case, for the
week-day Sabbath, of Passover season, fell the last day
of the Feast!

Monday,
Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Thursday,
Friday,
Sabbath,
Sunday,
fully come.

Monday,
Tuesday,

6th,
7th,

8th,

Oth,
10th,
nth,

12th,

S3,
54,
55,
56,
o,
58,
29,

i7, 2
18, 3*
ro> 4-
2°, 5-
21, 6
22, X
23,

- & O
'3

By exception, the Pente
cost season of 7 days may have really begun here’

13th,

14th,

Wednesday, isth

Thursday,
Friday,

16th,

17 th,

60,
61,
62,

63,
64,

24, 1.

25, 2

26, 13-
27, 4-
28, g*
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Sabbath, 18th, 65, 29, 6.
Sunday, 19th, 66, 30, 7.
(Esth. iii. 14-15; iv- 1-35

Upon this 66th day the Decree was published
throughout the realm, the posts having been hastened
by the King’s commandment. (N.B.—Place a period
(.) after “commandment ” in Esth. iii. 15.) “And the
decree was published in Shushan the Palace” (/. <, at
this same time), “ and the King and Haman sat down
to drink; but the city of Shushan was perplexed.”

The whole of chapter Iv. belongs to one day, to
wit: to Sunday, the 19th day of the IIl. month.
Mordecail was not a man to waste time, or hesitate
in the face of great exigencies! And the student will
note the parallelism of these four days, with the four
that extend from the day of Crucifixion to that of
Resurrection, both inclusive, to wit: sunday, Mon-
day, Tuesday, w ¢dnesday, as to Esther;andt nurs-
¢ 2y, Friday, Saturday, s vnday, as to the Saviour.

()) Monday, 20th, 67. The first day of the general
3-day fast for Esther, began with the sundown begin-
ning of this day: day and night, even three days did
the Jews at Shushan fast; and day and night, even
three days did Esther’s maidens fast, and Esther
fasted (Esth. iv. 16-17). %

(2) Tuesday, 2Ist, 68. The second day, day and
night, even the evening and the morning of the fast
of Esther.

\ (3) Wednesday, 22d, 69. The third day, even-
iIng and morning, of the general fast of the Jews,
and of Esther’s maidens, But, it came to pass that
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In the morning Esther herself put on her royal ap-
parel, and, appearing at Court, obtained favor of the
King, who accepted the invitation to the banquet of
wine, and sent for Haman in haste. So Ahasuerus
and Haman came to the banquet. (This must have
been a midday feast!). Note the significance of
“3 days” and ‘‘on the 3d day” as here employed,
and compare with the same use of the term with
reference to Jonah; and the period from the Cruci-
fixion to the Resurrection.

But Esther deferred her petition until ‘‘the mor-
row,” and the King and Haman departed. The
latter was again slighted by Mordecai. Zerash
therefore advised him to prepare a gallows 50 cubits
high (50 x 2\" — 87” feet), and on the morrow to
appeal unto the King and secure Mordecai’s execution.
The gallowswas accordingly begun at once at Hainan’s
home, probably upon the roof thereof, the work last-
iIng all night.* Now the 3d day of the Fast ended
with sundown f (Esth. v. 1-4, 5-14) of this day, and

* 50 cubits, at 21" each = 1050 " = 87] feet, not at all over
high as some scoffers are prone to make it; a tall pole erected
in the court of Hainan’s palace would easily have accomplished
his object, or, if his palace was 49 to 50 feet high, in that city
of lofty walls and buildings, a scaffold of 37 feet would have
covered the requirements. The men who raise puerile objec-
tions to the Bible are perhaps “ fools” who say, in their hearts
at least, “ There is no God.”

f 62 weeks of years later = 62 X7 =434 years, is in (3529 -J-

434 =) 3963 a.m. Upon the anniversary of this fast, Herod
captured Jerusalem, and 27 years before, upon the same anni-

versary, Pompey captured the city, 3936 A M
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2 Thursday, 23d, 70th day, with the same sun-
down, the great day which was to decide the fates of
Judah, Mordecal and Esther, began; and though the
‘“evening ” darkened into night, we may be sure
that few of those concerned in preparations for the
morrow found much sleep. It is particularly
recorded that the King himself, finding sleep
impossible, sent for the Court Recorders and occu-
pied himself by listening to the official Chronicles of
the Realm.

Now in the course of time he fell upon the case of
Mordecai, to whom, he was reminded, he owed his
life, and upon inquiry he found that no reward had
been conferred upon this faithful servitor. We may
be sure that the discovery of the King fell at the
identical instant of the day which completed the 70
days that had exactly transpired since the consum-
mation of the Divination; and that Haman’s early
audience with the King was equally true to the expi-
ration of an exact heptade (70 days of 24 hours each
to the instant), dating from his first audience on the
evening of the 13th of Nisan.

It is recorded that Haman, having come to see the
King with reference to the hanging of Mordecai, was
found in the court when the King (seeking to honor
this same Mordecai) had finished the records bearing
on the matter; so by command Haman came before,
the King (Esth. vi. 1-6).

The tables were now turned. Those who cast
“lots” reckon not of the God who overrules the
chances, and they are doubly blind who. calculate
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that evil, plotted against those whom Jehovah chast-
eneth, will be suffered to prosper beyond the point
at which the proper “ temper ” has been given in the
furnace of affliction! Haman, caught in his own
pride, was now forced to make all haste and honor
Mordecai, his enemy, in the King’s name (ceremonies
over by 10 a.m.), the King himself knowing him to
be a Jew! (Esth. vi. 6-n). Exactly 2300 years later
the freedom of London was open to the Jews! (3529
oth month 23 day-f 2300 = 5829 9th month 23 day =
18311- A.D.).

Haman now hastened home and related his mis-
fortunes to his friends who were justly filled with
forebodings, and while they were yet talking the
King’'s chamberlain came in haste to bring Haman to
Esther’s second banquet, set apparently for noon of
that day! (Esth. vi. 12-14).

The incidents that wound up Haman’s career now
rapidly culminated (Esth. vii. 1-10), and Ahasuerus
gave Esther all of Haman’s possessions, and, Esther
having told the King of her relation to Mordecai, the
King gave his ring to Mordecai and installed him in
Haman’s place of favor, while Esther set him over
Haman’s House! (Esth. viii. 1-2).

Then Esther spake again to the King, and with
tears besought him for her people, and the King held
out his golden sceptre to her. But, in that a Decree
of the Medes and Persians could not be reversed,
the King gave Mordecai authority to write a second
Decree, by virtue of which the Jews throughout the
realm were granted permission to stand for their lives
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(upon this day set by Hainan for their destruction),
and to resist unto the death and despoliation of all
who should attempt to enforce the first decree (Esth.

viii. 3-8).
“ Then were the King’s scribes called” at that time,
to wit: In the Ill. Sacred (= 9civil) month, i. e., the

month Sivan, on the 23d day thereof (even iIn the
afternoon of this eventful day, thus confirming our
arrangement of the Chronology (Esther viii.9) as
herein set forth); and Mordecail had the letters written
in the King’s name, and sealed them with the King’s
ring; and the busy day ended (Esth. viii. 10, first
half of verse).

3 Friday, 24th. But the work went on, pressed
by the King’s command. So the posts were leaving
all that night, and in the morning the Decree was
given out at Shushan the Palace, and Mordecai went
forth, clothed in royal attire, and the city of Shushan
rejoiced, and the Jews thereof had a day of festivity.
And it is recorded also that wheresoever the King’s
commandment came the Jews had a feast and a good
day, and the fear of them fell upon all concerned.
(Esth. viii. 10-17.)

Sabbath 23th. Now the Sabbath closed the week
—a welcome day of rest. The story of Esther next
moves forward to the XII. Sacred month (eight
months in advance, and therefore in the next year,
3530 a.m., the 6th civil month thereof, g.v. (Esth. xi.).
In the meantime, as we have other important and
Intermediate Chronological data to set in order, we
shall approach the days of Purim more regularly.
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V. Sacred (10th civil) month,
V. Sacred (nth civil) month,

VI. Sacred (12th civil) month,
with which the civil year 3529 a.m. ends, the Sacred
year being half over, and it being still the twelfth
year (also half over) of Ahasuerus’ sole reign.

3530 a.m., 469 b.c. The 12-13th of Ahasuerus’
sole reign (/. e.f the 18th of Xerxes’ .total). We
have already set forth the importance of the Solar
New Year’s day of this year (/. e, of its Autumnal
Equinox) in a former Study (see “The Infinite Accu-
racy of Prophecy,” Study No. Seven, pages 54-70),
wherein we summed up the bearings of the double
Messianic prophecy contained in Il. (IV.) Esdras xiv.
10-12. It now becomes necessary to present the
calculation in its most accurate form, and to set it Iin
its more appropriate place, i. e., at the date to which
It refers, and at the one on which, as we Dbelieve, it
was actually received by Esdras.

Hitherto we have been forced to satisfy our readers
with several approximations as to the date in ques-
tionx nor have even these been criticized. It now
remains to be demonstrated that the solution afforded
by the True Chronology iIs accurate to the last
degree, and that it rivets the conversation of the
angel and Esdras to the equinox in question. From
our notes, made immediately after completing this
calculation, we therefore quote as follows:

“ On March 25th, 1891, Mr. C. G. Dixon (a real
estate agent, No. 152 La Salle street, Chicago, 111,
room 15) whom | have never seen, wrote me a very
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Important letter (mailed March 27th, 7 a.m.) calling
my attention to the Angel’s statement in Esdras, and
commenting upon it in general terms as to certain
time functions contained in the Bible. At the close
of his letter he says: ‘I am anxious that some one
who has the necessary ability should look into the
matter of these hitherto mysterious numbers and pub-
lish to the world what the spirit reveals as the truth.’

“ | received the letter on Saturday evening, March
28th. | did not read it until Sunday, the 29th
(to-day) when 1 was particularly struck with the
character of his data. My several newspapers of the
past week were full of Purim stories, particularly
the Jewish Messenger for March 27th, and, though |
am confident that Mr. Dixon was ignorant of the
fact, as he makes not the remotest reference to
Esther, or Purim matters, | was deeply struck with
the very fact that his letter was dated March 25th,
1891, which was the last day of the Feast of Purim
for this year.* Hence, | at once turned to Esdras and
verified the quotation, recognizing the 10-13th
verses as a veritable Chronological riddle of the
utmost interest, to wit:

“ “10. For the world hath lost his youth, and the
times begin to wax old.

“ *11. For the world is divided into twelve parts
and ten parts of it are gone already, and one-half of
the tenth part.

“ *12. And there remaineth that which is after the
one-half of the tenth part.

* Modern Jewish calendar.
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13. Now, therefore, set thine house in order and
reprove thy people, comfort such of them as be In
trouble: and now renounce corruption,’ etc.

“ | then turned to the Book of Esther, and formu-
lated the events therein recorded upon the True
Chronology, making the accompanying Almanac”
[/. e.ythe same which we publish in this Study No.
Twelve and are now studying in situ, or where it
belongs]. *“ After which, | devoted my close atten-
tion to the foregoing Riddle, when, to the Glory of
God, with His Help, and with devout thanks there-
fore, | solved the matter to my own deep admiration
and astonishment. . . . This calculation verifies the
bulk of the Book of Esdras as historically correct, an
authentic book, and the deep Messianic nature of the
Prophecy—so minutely fulfilled—demonstrates that
many of the Jews are right in regarding the body of
the book as canonical and sacred.” It was known to
Josephus who was severely criticized for following
it, and at the end of the Arabic version it is even
called the First book of Ezra. The fact is, its yet-
to-be authenticated parts could easily have been
written by Ezra himself, for the year under consid-
eration, 3530 a.m., was but fourteen years before the
7/th of Artaxerxes (3544 a.m., (. v.) when Ezra actu-
ally went up to Jerusalem.

The Book of Esdras is made up of many separate
visions, which, like those of Daniel, are scattered
and obscurely dated, much to the confusion of the
general reader; but, as in the case under considera-
tion, we are confident that a careful analysis will
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always reveal their secret. Without further discus-
sion therefore, we proceed to the solution of the
Riddle of Esdras.

DEMONSTRATION.

Let it be noted that the solar year 3996 a.m. of the
genealogies of the sons of Adam began on September
22, at x hours before the succeeding sunset. Add
now, to the 8 days and x hours of September, 31
days for October, 30 for November, and 24 days and
y hours to reach the part of the day beyond sundown
of December 25th, at which the Nativity occurred,
and we have as a sum total, 93 days and x-j-y hours,
at which, beyond the Autumnal Equinox, the Nativ-
ity occurred.

Adam’s “ world,” therefore (which in Esdras’ day,
the angel said, had “ lost its youth”), when reckoned
by the years of the genealogies of the first Adam to
the birth of the Second Adam—was exactly

(@) 3996 years 93 days and x-j-y hours long.
Now, the Angel’s division of this time or “ world ”
placed P Q of Yy thereof before the date of the
conversation, the balance being future. But ~ of u
= Ko and + fa = -ff. Therefore, -ff of the time
covered was in the past, and 4 of it to come!

(b) But ff of (3996 years, 93 days and x-j-y hours)

equals 3529.8 years, 82.15 days and ff (x-j-y) hours.
Now the Ancient Hebrew year was a Lunar one
(taken for calendric purposes at 354 days, just as
we take our solar year at 365 days) but its absolute
value was 354.3671 days. Hence .8 of such a year
equals 283 days, 11 hoursand nearly 51 tninutes (i.e.,
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50m. 54s. —),and. 15 of a day= 3 hours and 36 minutes,
which values, when substituted in equation (b) give us
ic) 3529 years, 365 days, 15 hours,27 min. +££(*+?)h.
But as 1 Solar year = 365 days, 5 hours, 48 min.,
50.885 seconds, this equation can be still further
reduced to

) 3530 years, odays, 9hours, 39 min. and (f-] (x+y)

hours,—50.885 sec).

Without further calculation therefore, it is appar-
ent that the overplus falls into the 1st day of the
Solar year, and as much after 3 o’clock a.m. (reckon-
Ing from sunset) as the complex fraction at the end
exceeds 21 minutes. We have reasons for regarding
the value of this fraction as nearer to 11 hours than
21 minutes, and therefore place the conversation at
about 3 p.m. of the day in question, though the 9
hours and 39 min. are sufficient to demonstrate that
the solution carries the conversation well beyond the
Equinoctial instant and therefore into Solar New
Years day.

This, on the year in question, 3530 a.m., fell nearly
three weeks after the regular lunar calendric New
Years day, or upon Sunday, the 20th day of the 1st civil
month (so taken); for, as the year was an intercalary
one (ix. on the Cycle), the lunar year was that much
ahead of the Solar one In its measure of duration,
1,289,306.16 days having elapsed since creation (24
hours being duly added for Joshua’s Long-Day, etc.,
as in Study No. Two, page 60). The significance of
this result is heightened when itis noted that we may
treat the later date of transcription (II. (IV.) Esdras
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xiv. 48), added to the Book of Esdras by some
devout scribe, In a similar manner (see Study No.
Seven, pages 63 and 147!) It is also noticeable that
iIf we add 120 years to 3530 a.m. we reach 3650 a.m.
(10x365!), whereas if we deduct 120 from 3530 a.m,
we reach the significant year 3410 a.m. (see Study
No. Two, page 165, and Study No. Eleven, page 117).

Returning to the story of Esther and continuing

the log of the months of the year 3530 a.m., we have:
VII. Sacred (Ist civil) month.
VI1Il. Sacred (2d civil) month.

|X. Sacred (3d civil) month.
X. Sacred (4th civil) month.
X1. Sacred (5th civil) month.
XI1. Sacred (6th civil) month,
The last month of the 12th year of Ahasuerus.
Wednesday, Ist.
Thursday, 2d.

Friday, 3d.
Sabbath, 4th.
Sunday, 5th.

Monday, 6th.

Tuesday, 7th.

Wednesday, 8th.

Thursday, oth.

Friday, 10th.

Sabbath, nth.

Sunday, 12 th.

Monday, 13th.
First Decree inoperative by virtue of the second
Decree, on which the Jews successfully defend their
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lives, ceasing* at night (Esth. ix. 1-14). First day
in the provinces (Esth. ix. 17, 29).
Tuesday, 14th.
The second at Shushan. Rest that night (Esther
IX.15—47).
Wednesday, 15th.
The Feast-day at Shushan (Esth. ix. 18).
Thursday, 16th.

Mordecai’s greatness (Esth. ix. 20-32, and x.).

Here endeth the Book of Esther.

It has frequently been objected that, as the Book of
Esther does not contain the Name of God, it should
have no place in the Canonical Scriptures. Neverthe-
less, as Malachi Taylor remarks in his excellent expo-
sition of “ The Gospel in the Book of Esther,” “ it has
all the external evidence that the other Books of Scrip-
ture have, of a right to its place, and has always been
received by the Godly Jews as of the Canon.” It now
transpires, however, thanks to the remarkable discov-
ery of Dr. E. W. Bullinger, that the name Jehovah is
found no less than four times, concealed in the Book
of Esther in acrostic form, to wit: in chapter 1. 20;
v. 4, 13; and vii. 7! Now there are numerous sim-
ilar cases in the canonical books of the intentional
acrostic concealment of this mysterious Tetragramma-
ton, J. H. V. H., as, for instance, in 1. Kings viil.
42, where 1t occurs in express connection with the
mention (as though a hint) of the “ Name.” All
this is lost in the translation. Dr. Philip Phelps
assists the English eye to catch the Hebrew pecu-
liarity by offering the expression “The stranger shall
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Learn Of Righteous Deeds,” as an acrostic conceal-
ment of the word L ora, Which is the accepted ren-
dering of J. H. V. H. in our version. Now, just as
In this sentence the English reader sees the name
Lord, so, as Dr. Phelps remarks, “ in that unique
Book of Esther, the Hebrew,reader sees the name
Jehovah twice as in English L-O-R-D, and twice also
In reverse order of the letters, as in English D-R-O-L.
In two of these instances it is the initials, and in the
other two it is the finals that spell for us the name.
Owing, however, to the Hebrew lack of capital dis-
tinctions, the eye does not so readily distinguish the
singularity, though it is said that in three ancient
manuscripts Dr. Ginsburg has discovered that the
acrostic letters are written in larger characters than
the others.

“The peculiar manner in which the name was hid
would indicate the fact that none but the covenant
people possessed the Oracles of God; while, at the
same time, the peculiar manner in which it was
shown, would indicate, according to the teaching of
Kings (I. Kings viii. 42) that the stranger was yet to
learn it. Hidden for the very purpose of being
revealed, first to the Jews alone, afterwards to the
Gentiles—and by Him who is the Aleph and the
Tau, the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end.”*

Now we have frequently called attention to the
tremendous import of this wonderful Name of God

* See Christian Intelligence, March 15, 1893; “The Homi-
letic R eview August, 1891,
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(see Studies No. Two, pages 82, 206; No. Seven,
page 112; No. Eight, pages 230-32; No. Four,
pages 82-4; No. Eight, page 213; No. Eleven, page
46, and have borne it on the Seals upon our
covers from the start. In Chronology the word is
one of solemn power, for it dominates the set times
and seasons as we have often shown, and far more
often discovered in our researches. It is now, there-
fore, time, In this connection, to disclose another case
where this potent factor stamps the guarantee of its
authority upon the Chronology we are finding to be
true. The reader will see by referring to Study No.
Five, page 123, that Moses became 30 years old In
2463 a.m. Thus, 2463-4 a.m. was thefirst year of his
Priesthood. Therefore, 4027-8 a.m. was the 1565th
(H. V. H. A., suggestive, as elsewhere, of H. V. H. J.,
and arithmographically equivalent thereto!) vyear
thereafter, and marks the first year of the active
Gospel preached to the followers of Him whom the
Jews were told to look unto as a Prophet like unto
Moses, when He arrived! Behold then, the risen
man, 1565 years after Moses, who thought it not
robbery, being found in the likeness of Jehovah, to
be equal to Jehovah, in that he testified that He and
the Father were One, and said that 4 Before Abra-
ham was | AM!”

Now, in that such results are to be expected in a
true system of Chronology, and in that they flash
forth only upon the Scale now, at last, found, and
here maintained to be the Biblical System, we leave
It to all candid rninds to recognize with us, its value,
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and cause its renown to be more widely known. To
do so will be to Hallow more and more the Name of
Our Father who art in Heaven! And we are hence-
foith justified in seeking to rectify disputed dates by
the use of this all potent metron wheresoever it
seems to apply.

“LXXVIIl. Olympiad. Parmenides, Posidoniate,
Stadium,” 469 b .c.

Birth of Socrates. Mycenae destroyed by the
Argives. Death of Aristides. First tragic victory
of Sophocles.

3531 a.m., 468 b.c. The i3~i4th of Ahasuerus’ sole
reign (i. e., the 19th of Xerxes’ total).

After the events related in the Book of Esther,
Ahasuerus reigned ™ years, or to the middle of 3538
a.m., 0.v. Internationally these years were unevent-
ful In so far as Persia was concerned. It is generally
written that Xerxes gradually fell away from the
Influence of his Queen, relapsing into luxury, lust
and ease, whereby he became at last contemptible,
the which we do not credit.

But that he met with a disastrous end, as we shall
relate, is agreeable to facts. These were the days of
Herodotus, of Pericles the greatest Athenian, and
his wife, the beautiful Aspasia; of Euripides, the
last of the three great tragedians; of Sophocles, the
famous dramatist; of Alexander the first of Macedon
(not Alexander the Great, whowas the I11. Alexander)
and of Pindar.

In his interesting * Introduction to Ezra, Nehe-
miah and Esther,” Professor Sayce, arguing, as dowe
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from other grounds, that Xerxes must have been the
Ahasuerus of Esther, goes into the collateral mat-
ters with no little pains, and although he accepts the
commonly received Chronology (for lack of a better),
remarks as follows upon the Book of Esther as
canonical—

HMOf late years the historical credibility of the Book
of Esther has been attacked by several critics. They
have endeavored to show on the one hand that its con-
tents are at variance with what we know from Greek
sources of the history of Xerxes, and on the other
that they are inconsistent with probability. They
ask what room there can be for either Vashti or
Esther, since Xerxes had but one wife, Amestris, to
whom he was married before the third year of his
reign, and who continued to be his wife until the end
of it? The answer, however, Is simple. Amestris,
it is true, was his only legitimate wife, but, like his
predecessors and successors, he must have had others
as well who were illegitimate. Of these we know
nothing from Greek sources; from the Book of Esther
we know of two (Esth. ii. 17).

“ Again, It is asked how Mordecali can have been
‘next unto king Ahasuerus,' since Artabanos, the
commander of the body-guard, was the favorite and
chief minister of the king? But, again, the answer
Is easy. It was only towards the end of the reign of
Xerxes that Artabanos held this position, and we are
not told how long Mordecai lived, or whether he
retained the royal favor to the end of his life.
Equally weak is the objection to the statement that
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Ahasucrus reigned over 127 provinces, since it is
obvious that satrapies are not meant here, but minor
divisions of the empire. That the empire really
extended from Ethiopia to India is testified both by
Inscriptions and by the Greek writers.”

3932 a.m., 467 b.c. The 14-15th of Ahasuerus’
sole reign, 20th of Xerxes’ total. A meteoric stone
the size of a cart fell at “Egospotamos in Thrace.
Pliny assures us that this stone was preserved in his
time; and that another fell at Abydos, and another
at Potidaea.

3533 a.m., 466 b.c. @ The 15-16th of Ahasuerus’
sole reign, i. e., the 2Ist of Xerxes' total reign,
It being 25 years since the Battle of Marathon
(3508 + 25 = 3533 a.m.) and the 25th before the
consummation of the Decree of Cyrus, which it was
Nehemiah’s ordained task to accomplish (3533 a.m.
+ 24 = 3557 a.m., i. e., the 25th vyear, inclusive).
To state the matter in another way, it being 7 x 7
= 49 years, from the year of Marathon, 3508 a.m.,
to that of Nehemiah’'s completed work, 3557 a.m.,
or 50 years inclusive. We are thus explicit and
various in our explanation in order that the methods
of accurate Chronology may be set before our fel-
low students. “ Well enough,” is not accuracy;
“ approximations” are not fulfillments; the Word
of God needs no apologies. Mathematics is math-
ematics ; figures rightly used, and words fitly spoken,
do not lie.

A fruitful source of former Chronological errors
has arisen from the fact that students of Prophecy,
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In their anxiety to make it accord with History, have
confused the total and sole reigns of Xerxes, and thus
brought his administration of Persian affairs to a ter-
mination with this 21st of his total (3533 a.m.) instead
of the 20th of his sole reign (3538 a.m.). This con-
fusion resulting in the loss, or dropping, of the 4
straight calendric years, 3534, '35, *36, and *37 a.m.
which follow, has haunted every calculation since the
days of Dionysius Exiguus, who mixed up events that
actually transpired in 3996 a.m. with those of the year
4000 a.m. They also vitiated the work of Usher upon
whose scale 4004 a.m. was really an equivalent of
4000 AM

We have already discussed this matter from another
standpoint (see Study No. Four, pages 89, 94), but
now have the honor to lay the facts In sequence
before our readers, that they may recognize with us
the infinite accuracy of the Sacred Historians.

It stands to reason that if they were inspired of
GOD! their figures cannot lie, and it merely be-
hooves us to determine by harmonizing collateral
dates, just what they meant. In due time, therefore,
we shall arrive at the dates of Nehemiah, the Consum-
mator, and determine to the day that the astro-Chro-
nological records set forth in his scroll agree with
History, and were previously written in the Book of
Daniel. Nor can the charge of collusion be safely
advanced against the facts hereinafter to be revealed,
In that the discovery Is unigque, and until set forth
herein, has never before been dreamed of or advanced

by mortal man.



FACTS OF SILVER. 127

The nature of Prophecy is too often lost sight of.
Its object is to guarantee our faith, to beget it after
the event has been fulfilled! It is God’s method of
convincing finite Reason of His own Infinite Wisdom.
We can in no way, before its own set times, anticipate
its evolution, and any human scheme that attempts
to force History to fulfill a preconceived solution of
Prophecy, will come to grief, and land its originator
at Babel.

There is but one sound process. Prophecy is like
the Lock upon the outside of the Ark—it can only be
opened by the Lord himself. Its key is History, nor
until we have reduced It to an accurate science, will
it fit the tumblers and swing open to our understand-
INg.

In the course of our studies, the results of which
have been so widely spread by the public press, we
have been made the recipients of scores of schemes
by means of which, it has been claimed by their
inventors, Prophecy has been unlocked. Without
exception their common error has been that of
one who attempts to pick a lock with an ill-conceived
skeleton. Schemes of interpretation have been laid
down aforehand without any * authority.” They
have generally been based upon a mere selection
among many complicated conditions and then their
advocates have coolly warped History into agree-
ment!

It iIs manifest to sober men that such a process
begs the' whole question! It makes History limp,
supports it on a bruised reed, and defeats the very
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end in view. For if the object of Prophecy is ever to
satisfy the Author’s own definition, it is clear to an
honest but agnostic jury that any seeming necessity
of altering History in order to make it fit the case is
fatal to the Inspiration of the Scriptures.

Finally, all such irregular systems have scorned
the use of a Soli-Lunar Cycle; indeed they have not
attained unto the conception of its logical necessity.
This, too, I1s fatal to their pretentious claims. The
collection of a few coarse year numbers, to the utter
disregard of all other essential Calendric details of
Astronomy, Chronology, and History, proves noth-
Ing but that the advocate himself is incapable of
forming a judgment adequate to the matter before
the jury of common-sense humanity.*

Since, then, these things are so, and since we
believe that Almighty God, by virtue of Prophecy,
has reached out to human intellect a means of
perfect satisfaction as to all the requirements in
the premises, let us pursue our task and, by virtue
of an accurate array of historical events, get into
a position from which we may test the matter fairly
and according to its own self-recognized rules.

Xerxes is sald to have reigned twenty or twenty-
one years. These were years of his sole reign!
Because, the Chronology of his predecessor, Darius
Hystaspes, as recorded by Ezra in his capacity as a
Historian, has been found to agree minutely with
the straight evolution of the years of the generations
of Adam as verified by the application of the Soli-

*See Our Race News Leaflet, No. 1V., January 1894.
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Lunar cycle,* and to be supported by the corrobora-
tive testimony of secular or collateral History; and
furthermore, because the same solar cycle, and the
same sequence of ..»n. years produced, and the
equally agreeable collateral testimony of Secular

* The truth of all this is entirely independent of any partic-
ular realization of the Hebrew Almanac! It makes no matter
whether Professor Dimbleby’s Cycle is correct or not; it still
remains that the references to months and days of months in
Haggai, and Zechariah, and attached to special regnal years of
Darius, locate them, qguam p roxime, at specific and unalterable
places on the scale of Adamic years, and of years before our
era. The matter in question is to find a sequence of years
which shall satisfy the measures set forth in Ezra, Nehemiah,
Daniel, Esther, Haggai, Zechariah, et al., and if as herein,
this scale of years be found, and it is found to agree with the
purely secular records of profane historians, then the main part
of the problem is solved! The calendar is a mere help to
locate the week-day, and its use entirely subordinate to the
general end in view. For instance, Zechariah vii. 1, refers to
the 4th day of Chisleu in the 4th year of Darius; the harmony
of all that we are discussing makes that year to have been 3487
a.m. Or 513 b.c., and no one will dispute that Chisleu was the
third month of the shifting civil year. All scales will place it
about December with a variation of a week or so either
way because of the lunation. Hence, as we must bring our
years out even, and as the Jubilee Scale can not be broken, nor
the Sabbatic scale stretched or shortened, the only concern is
how our further progress is to be made. That we leave to
its own evolution. If the closely related mesh of cross-refer-
ences as to regnal years on diverse scales, as to eclipses, and
as to the number and succession of kings, etc., etc., all come
out even at the end there is no escaping the necessity of accept-
ing our work, and the final summation of the entire matter in a
brief skeleton will clinch thQ whole argument.
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History demand that the years of his successor,
Artaxerxes, shall stand astronomically where they
do In this volume. It therefore follows that the
regnal years of Xerxes himself belong where they
fit, and it i1s thereafter fitting to show that this
arrangement is honored by Prophecy—and its seal is
thereby broken, and the light of conviction let iIn
upon the mind.

For the present, then, and agreeably to History,
we merely replace this silent block of years, which
have so long been overlooked, and by means of them
compute the sole reign of Xerxes, leaving their
necessity to dawn upon the minds of our readers as
they proceed with us along the thread of the Laby-
rinth. Let it be noted, however, that this tardy rec-
ognition of a Persian fact in no wise affects the Scale
of Time itself — whose intermeshed Olympiads, Nab-
onassan years, Jubilees and Sabbaths proceed quite
Independently thereof — it is In fact their very con-
cert that forces us to accord to Xerxes what was
manifestly his.

This year a comet appeared, lasting seventy-five
days, according to Lubiniezki’s list.

3534 a.m., 466-5 b.c. The i6-i7th of Ahasuerus’
sole reign, i.e., the 22d of Xerxes* total. In this year
there was a total eclipse of the moon (Greece) on
June 7th, at I1h. 44m. a.m., 465 b.c., and this
eclipse is appealed to by those who wish to locate
the battle of Marathon, Iin 466 b.c., In order to
justify their contention that Daniel’s 69 weeks began

with, the Edict of Gyrus, and ran to the birth of
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Jesus Christ. That is, having first assumed a false
Interpretation of Daniel ix. 25, History has been
tampered with, and its collateral facts deliberately
disarranged in order to support the assumption.

Now we repudiate this method of establishing the
truth (?) of Prophecy. It is arguing in a circle, it is
fallacious, and injurious to faith. In the first place,
we enter the counter contention that the plain mean-
ing of Daniel ix. 24, extends 490 “ years” (70 x 7)
from some origin, not hitherto understood, or plainly
specified, and to the anointing of the most Holy !
and that the 483 “years” (69x7) of verse 25
stretch from the “ going forth” (motsa!) of the com-
mandment to restore and build Jerusalem unto the
anointed Prince, i.e., to the same point of time.*
Here, then, iIs a clear disagreement between our
own interpretation of the Prophecy and the one
above given; thus at the very start confusion threat-
ens us !

How, then, shall we effect a reconciliation, if each
party to the debate is at liberty to go to the store-
house of History, and pick out only what he needs,
and leave the rest in a waste heap, i. e., to determine
what shall be, in advance? It is clear that we cannot
anticipate.

What then? Why simply this, an appeal to
Prophecy is out of place at this stage of the discus-
sion. What we want first is the truth, the whole

*We have already discussed this matter in Study No.
Eleven, pages 170-176, and are to reach its, oruciaf dates of
origin further along  fhis current Study,
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truth, and nothing but the truth of History—with
nothing left in the waste heap, and everything left
Intact in Prophecy until we are ready to study it
with advantage, on a solid foundation. It must be
remembered that there are 70 eclipses in every
period of 18 years and 10 to 1l days, and that Iin
their course every place or country receives its due
proportion of them. If we are free to fudge with
the ancient historical authorities as to the collateral
essentials, it will be by no means difficult to find
eclipses at particular places and fit them to almost
any theory—as has been done by every group of
Interpreters. But to identify them as the specific
ones referred to by ancient Historians, in relation to
notable events, is quite another matter ! Here we
are dependent chiefly upon collateral History and
must admit the whole of it. If we have altered it in
the beginning, where is its authority at the end ?

Most of the errors of our predecessors may be
traced to an assumption based upon some precon-
ceived interpretation of Prophecy, to demonstrate
which, argument has run wild and innocent eclipses
have been put In testimony. For instance, one
group of interpreters, starting with the conviction
that the 70 *“ weeks” of Daniel must have ended at
the destruction of Jerusalem and have begun at some
particular regnal year, and furthermore determined
to establish it, have not hesitated to telescope Chro-
nology and History, and have gone out into the
by-ways of Astronomy and compelled any convenient
eclipse to give evidence in the witness box.
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Another school, making it essential that the 69"
“ weeks” should end at the Crucifixion, obtain quite
another result and with equally plausible testimony
conducts us back to Darius, to Hystaspes, to Xerxes,
or to Longimanus,* just as they severally see fit.
History, so called, has therefore now become an
unreliable witness ; each school has its own canon!
Some demand that the “ count” shall begin with
Cyrus, others with Xerxes, etc., etc., and all find it
necessary to fortify their line by such an arrange-
ment of the intermediate events as suit the partic-
ular case in hand, no matter what the ancient
authorities may say upon the whole and its various
parts. No such system can be reliable. False His-
tory cannot sustain a vigorous cross-examination—
true History and true Chronology enjoy being
guestioned!

Now, as we conceive the matter, it is the Temple
of History that we must first endeavor to renew, and
this without any previous reference whatsoever to
Prophecy as such, i. e.ythe work must be originally
done with the aid of the Secular and Sacred Chron-
icles alone, and just as if there was no such school
of writers as the Prophets! The material is to be
found in the ancient records themselves, it is all-suf-
ficient, and should be put together with the common
workman’s measure. The result must fit the 24-inch
gauge, It IS a mere question of generations, of
lengths of reigns, the duration of wars, of contem-
poraries, of cycles, eclipses, calendars, events and
places—harmonized!
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The end In view Is a building fitly joined together
without any architectural lapse, and through the cor-
ridors of which any man, and all men may walk
without offense or criticism—a house of Facts, solid
and safe—because built without the sound of the
hammer and unaided by the iron tool of violence!
Give us that first though we never attain to aught
else, say the bulk of men; and so say we to It,
heartily, Amen!

Leaving the transcendental, then, entirely out of
view ; avoiding even the Philosophy of History while
we are merely laying bricks, the aim of those charged
with repairing the Edifice of Time should be chiefly
to provide a common habitation for all men of every
age and race, and without reference to any previous
condition of servitude or promised one of freedom.
It Is a case of What saith the Authorities?*

Nor until the finished building is thrown open to
the public, and its dimensions set forth ‘to them in
the every-day scales and terms with which they are
familiar, should the Prophets be allowed even to
enter it! The point is simply this, the building

* And chiefly, of course, the contemporary authorities. Thus
Ptolemy, writing 651 years after the times of Cambyses and
Darius, is by no means a first-class authority upon the Histor-
ical matter involved, and the Astronomers at Washington and
Greenwich are even more reliable in the matter of eclipses. We
must not forget that Ptolemy had to calculate his eclipses just
as we do, and that in his assignment of regnal years he was
quite as liable to error as any other author who writes hundreds
of years after the events described! With Thucydides and the
Peloponnesian war itis d ifferen t,hefought in it!
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must be above even the suspicion of having been
warped to suit their scales! If they have a mission
they can afford to wait and measure the Temple
when it is finished. That is, it will be their turn next.

Most of the Chronological mines we have exam-
Ined were long ago abandoned—Dbecause it was dis-
covered they had been “ salted!” One can never
establish the truth of Prophecy by “ salting ” History
with it in advance! That begs the question from
the very start! A Prophet is not a first-class witness
before the event; he becomes one only at the end.

From Man'’s standpoint History has been the result
of his own acts of free agency down the ages. The
records are iIin existence and it is his province to
set them in order for his own edification.

It is also written and implied that from God’s
standpoint the end was foreseen from the very
beginning, and in certain necessarily dark sayings
all this was set forth from of old. The object was
to convince man when at last the proper time had
arrived, and when his own part of the work was
over, by an appeal in open court to the superhuman
—for Prophecy in the sense intended, and under-
stood, A superhuman!

What more ?  Why, simply this, as One hath
already said, that ‘4When these things have come to
pass, ye may know that | am He.” Surely the prop-
osition is fair, and its justification would leave us
without escape. God gave man common sense,—to
use; and God has challenged us to bring forth our
ancient things with the statement that when at our
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best we have set them all in order, He will measure
them before our eyes and satisfy us on our own
grounds that He is, after all, and not we at all, the
Builder!

Shall we then fear for God and hasten to confuse
the demonstration? God forbid! Shall we start out
with the assertion that this or that must measure so
or so because Daniel said so? Not at all! Rather
let us set the simple record in as complete order as
we can, according to recorded facts, and then only test
the matter with the transcendental measures that
have been handed down to us from hoary ages
solely for the purpose of the final inspection!

The true Chronology has no fellowship with that
of those who run History into the prophetic mold of
their own private interpretations! It aims to har-
monize the Facts first, and to test Prophecy last—to
get at the Facts anyway, and then to demand of the
Prophets that they justify their case and make their
Interpretations unanswerable.

As to the various discordant contentions, the facts
themselves will settle which interpretation fits, and
we need not doubt that the conviction will be uni-
versal and satisfactory to all concerned— to that end
were the Prophecies ordained, if so be the creden-
. tials of the Prophets are genuine; and we shall stand
on this basis with the men in the by-ways and hedges
until we compel them to come in through the proper
door.

Meanwhile, let it be noted that we have quite as
much faith in the Prophets as have those who appeal
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to them upon exparte grounds, in fact we have far
too much faith, that is, fairness of judgment, to drag
them into questionable surroundings before their
presence Is convenient—we must not forget that the
Prophets have a reputation to establish, or to lose,
quite as much as the Historians, and we have no
right in equity to prejudice their case by ill-timed
appeals in order to support our own presumptions!
There are more in the outside audience than in the
different contending groups, and our only object in
the Our Race Studies is to convince the outsiders of
justice, and judgment, and mercy, and truth. We are
after the one sinner who will repent rather than
those who maintain they have repented. Thus
Prophecy has a dual province. It is to be admitted
to the council chamber both before and after the
event! But it Is a trespasser while the case is on,
I. e.,, between times! The fact is there are whole
libraries of so-called Histories, written by self-styled
“ elders,” and which, because of the violation of this
plain and fundamental principle of interpretation,
are more pernicious than agnosticism, and more
Insidiously injurious to faith than even antagnosti-
cism! The arguments they use, and the methods
they employ would not be tolerated in a common court
of Justice! As for ourselves we shall neither beg the
guestion nor let it lapse for want of searching the
original records over again from the very start.
“LXXIX. Olympiad. Xenophon, Corinthian,
Stadium,” 465 ».c. Zeno of Elia, phil.,, fl. Charon
of Lampsacus still writing History. Revolt of the
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Helots. The 3d Messenian war. Cimon assists the

Lacedaemonians. Pindar, poet, Olymps. XIII., VII.

3535 a.m.. 464 b.c. The 17-18th of Ahasuerus’ sole

reign, or the 23d of Xerxes' total. The Thasian war.
THE FIRST POST-EXILIC JUBILEE.

3536 a.m., 464-3 b.c. The 18-19th of Ahasuerus’
sole reign, or the 24th of Xerxes’ total reign. The
(49 + 1 =) 50th year from 3487 a.m., both reckoned
Inclusively, i. e., from the 4th year of Darius Hystas-
pes, g.v. Hence, the Ist Jubilee year upon the Post-
Exilic Scale! We therefore repeat the Table already
given under the year in question. We believe that
the emplacement of this important Sacred measure
upon the Harmonized Scale of Time is now at last
correctly effected, and that our fellow students will
soon perceive its full significance. One by one the
wonders of God’s perfect system of Chronology are
being revealed to us; it is difficult to say which of
the results most merits our admiration and thankful-
ness.

Of course they are all parts of the same system,
and of His handiwork, and we who are favored with
willingness to study these matters, in order to honor
Him among men, have a special reason to be thank-
ful. They are hidden from the worldly “ wise and
prudent.” Few if any of them deign to look into
these Studies; we admit that they are rude, and
crude, they fall far short even of our own ideal.
But, thank God, they are blessed with results, that
help to tie the years together, and to strengthen the
convictions of those who do investigate. It is just
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POST-EXILIC SABBATIC SCALE.
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These are the 70 “ weeks” of Dan. ix. 24.

* The Jubilee count begins on Sunday,

Jubilee (Sabbatic year).
** The Saviour preaches Redemption in “ The
Acceptable Year,” is Crucified the next, 4027 ... .

| Herod.

\ Ezra.

Tishri 1st.
§ Nehemiah.

f Ist
| Pompey.

after a

vocation of 62 literal weeks, and an active ministry of exactly
365.242256 days (so interpreted).
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such results as these that have been vouchsafed to
our earnest little group of friends that in this ever-
darkening day, are needed to confirm the faithful in
their hopes, and behold the reward is ours! Let us
bless the God of Heaven for His wondrous mercies
unto “ Israel,” and pray him speedily to reveal Him-
self unto the Gentiles that all other men may also
praise and honor Him!
THE FIRST “WEEK” BEGINS (Dan. ix. 24).

3537 a.m., 463-2 b.c. The 1i9-20th of Ahasuerus
(25th of Xerxes’ total). Among the inscriptions of
this king we select a single one as follows:

INSCRIPTION OF XERXES AT PERSEPOLIS.

“ A great God is Ormazd, who created this earth,
who created that heaven, who created man, who
created blessings for man, who has made Xerxes
king, sole king of many kings, sole law-giver among
many law-givers.

“1 am Xerxes the great king, the king of kings,
the king of the lands where many languages are
spoken, the king of this wide earth, far and near,
the son of King Darius the Achemenian.

“ Says Xerxes* the great king: By the grace of
Ormazd | have made this portal which is sculptured
with the representations of all peoples. There are
also many other beautiful buildings in Persia which
| have made and which my father made. All such
buildings as appear beautiful we have made by the
grace of Ormazd.

“Says Darius* the king: May Ormazd protect

*Note that Xerxes also calls himself Darius!
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me and my empire, and my work, and my father’s
work; may Ormazd protect it all.”

Cimon marches a second time to assist the Lace-
daemonians.

3938 a.m., 461l b.c. The 20-21st of Ahasuerus
(26th of Xerxes’ total, had it been completed). At
the end of the 2d month of this year, Artabanus, the
Captain of his Guards, and Mithridates, the Eunuch,
conspired against Ahasuerus and slew him while
asleep in bed. They then represented to Artaxerxes,
his youngest son (presumed to be Esther’s son), that
the deed had been done by Darius, the eldest son of
the King. Thereupon Artaxerxes, with the help of
Artabanus, slew Darius, and as Hystaspes, the other
son was away ruling in Bactria, Artabanus Is said to
have placed Artaxerxes on the throne, designing to
secure it for himself when he had secured a party
strong enough to justify the attempt.

But Megabyses (who had married a daughter of
Ahasuerus) informed Artaxerxes of the real facts of
the case. He therefore anticipated the conspirator,
and cut off Artabanus after a regency of seven
months, which would have finished the 26th year of
Xerxes’ total reign and run two months into his 21st
sole reign. These 7 months are usually assigned to
Xerxes, so as to make part of his 2Ist year, but the
Chronology of Ezra and Nehemiah (and the Vision of
Daniel, which, by means of the Solar Cycle, Table 11.,
Study No. Ten, page 168, unite its dates as matters
of absolute History, with that of the Messiah) demand
that we begiu the years of Artaxerxes with
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Sunday, the Ist of Chisleu, i. <, with the 3d Civil
or IX. Sacred month of 3538 a.m. Ten months of
this year, therefore, count as 1 to 10 in the first
regnal year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, a verification
of which we shall meet in due time (3557 a.m.).

“LXXX. Olympiad. Turymmas, Thessalian, Sta-
dium, 461 ».c. In wrestling, Amesinas the Barcaean;
who, when feeding his herd, contended with a bull;
and bringing the same to Pisa, he contended with it
again.” Birth of Democritus and Hippocrates, phil-
osophers. Revolt of*narus. This year Egypt revolted
from Persia, and obtained assistance from Athens.
Pindar. Olymp. VIII.

3539 a.m., 460 b.c. The i-2d of Artaxerxes,
called Longimanus, or long handed. Upon the execu-
tion of their father, the seven sons of Artabanus
headed a strong party and took the field; but
Artaxerxes defeated them and punished all who
were connected with the murder of Ahasuerus.
The King then sent a strong army against
Hystaspes, the son of Vashti, who however, main-
tained himself throughout the year. Note that the
first two civil months, only, belong to Artaxerxes’ Ist
regnal year, the remaining ten civil months of this
year belonging to his 2d, and so on throughout his
total of 41-2 years on the calendar.

The fact that the regnal year runs upon the cal-
endar as here stated, is further shown by an analysis
of the several references to months as parts of years
contained in Ezra vii. 8 where the V. Sacred (nth
civil) is noted as part of the 7th year (Nehemiah i, 1)
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where Chisleu is placed in his 20th (Neh. ii. 1) where
Nisan Is also located in his 20th; and Neh. xiii. 6,
where the Intercalary month is included in his 32d
year. Eclipse of the sun in Central Asia, August
23, 460 b.c., sh. 38m. a.m. (4" digits).

Artaxerxes sent 300,000 men under Achemenides
against Egypt, and a fleet up the Nile. Both of these
were defeated by the Athenians, but a remnant
escaped to Memphis where for three years they were
blockaded within the 3d or “ white wall” until they
were relieved. %

3540 a.m., 459 b.c. The 2~3d of Artaxerxes Long-
imanus. In this year Artaxerxes raised the Grand
Posse of the Empire, overthrew Hystaspes, and set-
tled his Government (see Ctesias, Diodorus Siculus,
Plutarch, Strabo). Nor should we forget the influ-
ence of Queen Esther, his mother, whom we shall
meet again in due time, nor that of Mordecai, who
must have had a master’s hand in the education of
the young prince, and may have had one (if he still
survived) in shaping his policy so favorable through-
out to Jewish interests after he became a King
(Esth. x. ; Nehemiah ii. 6).

Themistocles, rather than assist Artaxerxes against
the Athenians, drinks the blood of a sacrificed bull
and so dies.

Cincinnatus made a Consul, whom the messenger”®
found at his plow. He repaired to Rome and gov-
erned with honor for one year, after which he
returned to his farm. But the JEqui and Volsci no\y
revolted and brought his vservices again in demand.
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3541 a.m., 458 b.c. The 3-4th of Artaxerxes Long-
Imanus.

Cincinnatus Dictator. He again leaves his plow
and In 14 days defeats Claelius, forcing the JEqui
and Volsci tinder the yoke, after which Cincinnatus,
declining any senatorial emoluments, returned once
more to his plow.

3542 a.m., 457 b.c. The 4-5th of Artaxerxes Lon-
gimanus. He was now 17 years’old, and from educa-
tion and association (like Josiah of Judah, to whose
career his own throughout formed a most remark-
able parallel) was disposed to listen favorably to any
feasible plan for settling Church and State of his
mother’'s people, agreeably to their own laws.
Accordingly on the Ist of Nisan iIn this year (/. e., In
the 5th month of his own 5th year) he instituted
investigations of the records, and took into advise-
ment the request of Ezra which led eventually to a
famous Decree a year later, and to Ezra’s mission
two years later.

By reference to this year upon the Harmonized
Scale of Time (Study No. Ten, page 43) it will be
seen that its Nisan or March equinox falls in the
4257th year of the Julian Period. A year later,
4258 ;.. .. brings ns to the Solar date of the Edict,
483 years more, to 4741 ;. ... In which the public
ministry of the Saviour began. The next vyear
(4742 ; ..., witnessed His crucifixion, and its Vernal
Equinox saw Him burst the portals of death for Our
Race in its broadest sense, even for all the sons of
Adanij of which Abram'’s seed form but a tithing!
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Now, from the Vernal Equinox of 3542 a.m., to
the day of the Ascension (41.0363 days after the
Vernal Equinox of 4027 a.m.) is exactly 6000 luna-
tions= 177,183 days (i.e., 6000 lunations are 500
lunar years, which at 354.3670611 days each, are
177,183.5305 days; and 485 solar years at 365.242256
days each, are 177,142.4942 days, to which add
41.0363 days to reach Ascension Day, and we have
the same result, to wit: 177,183.5305 days).

The foregoing rude calculation will serve as a
bridge whereby students of this true (/. e., continuous
and accurate) system of Chronology may effect an
intelligible junction with that of H. Grattan Guin-
ness (vide “ Tne Approaching End of the Age,” page
513), and so take advantage of the results of his
splendid investigations in so far as they are severally
agreeable to the additional requirements laid down
In the system we are at present studying.

In this connection we may be permitted to state
that whatever is “ true” in the Chronological results
of former earnest and honest students of History
and the Bible, will inevitably fit into its appropriate
place upon the one now in hand. Our chief advan-
tage over all of our painstaking predecessors lies
solely in our opportunity of harmonizing their
results, and thereby determining points of minute
accuracy and beauty of the Chronological Skeleton
of the Bible, which, from the very nature of the
case, were beyond the scope of their analysis.

We, ourselves, anticipate the birth of a whole
college of successors who will mine rich lodes of
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gold and precious stones to overlay the skeleton of
steel we are articulating under so many difficulties
as to means and patronage, and we assure them that
none will welcome their discoveries more heartily
than we ourselves. There are whole blocks of our
work that must be justified, and we pray God to
send earnest men into this vineyard, and to give us
the means to reward them.

The year 3542 a.m., was a JUBILEE upon the
regular scale (following the rule laid in Study No.
Five, page 154, to wit: 3542—2561 = 981 = (20 x 49)
+ 1). Moreover, from the inauguration of the pre-
liminaries which led to this Edict, there extend
2300 Solar years down to 5842 a.m. = 1844l- a.a.,
when Jupon March 2Ist! which was Nisan Ist!*
(New Moon, Mar. 20th), it also being In the 1260th
year of the Hegira! (Jan. 22, 1844 to Jan. 11, 1845
a.d.)] the first Edict of Religious Toleration was
wrung from the Porte, brought about, among other
things, by the mission to the East in behalf of his
people, of Sir Moses Montefiore (then late High
Sheriff of London).

The date 18441 a.q., thus marked, is also related
to Rev. ix. 15, by being 391 years (-*+ 1+ 30 P
360 “ an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year ”)
after the rise of the Ottoman Empire as dated from
the capture of Constantinople at the end of the
Eastern Roman Empire!

Again, reversing from this important date, 5842.5
a.m., exactly 3549. 27 years, we reach the year 2293.-

* Modern Jewish Scale.



PACTS OF SILVER. 147

226 . .~ ., at which Joseph, in his preparation for the
days of Famine, ceased to number the corn “ for it
was without number ” (see Study No. Five, page
92); which entire period is exactly bisected at the
year 4067.863 . ..., which date (69" . ..., marked
the capture of Jerusalem (Aug. 14, etc.) by the
legions of Titus; which capture was in turn exactly
one Great Eclipse Cycle, 651 years, after 3416.86
a.m., the year In which Nebuzaradan destroyed the
Temple of Our Race!

Furthermore, upon the shortened scale of Lunar
years, 2520 of them (= 2445 solar ones) back from
5842 fetch us to 33971-a.m.. IN Which year Nebu-
chadnezzar was made associate King in Babylon!
the period being bisected at the beginning of the
season of the Hegira (46191-20™ . ... .), the years 621,
622 and 623 . ... throughout, being Chronological
ganglia or centres, from which numerous calcula-
tions of importance proceed.

Who, then, In the face of facts like these, the half
of which have not been told (and none of them
well told), can consistently deny the superhuman
wisdom of the Prophets; or fail to be impressed with
the minute accuracy of the Sacred Historians; or
with impunity afford to ignore the teachings of those
men of God who were inspired as our ensample unto
better lives ?

While, therefore, in the Name of God, we defy the
scornful scholars, the puffed up Higher Critics, and
the reckless Antagonistics of all degrees and every
ilk, to shake these general facts at all—(the fulfill-
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ment of any, and particularly of all, of which is
clearly beyond human foresight or explanation)—
we at the same time conjure the humble seekers
after truth to heed them at their worth, and par-
ticularly do we call upon our brethren of Judah to
awake, In that indeed the day of their redemption
IS at hand.

If any doubt still lingers in the minds of our fellow
students, as to the significance of our results, we beg
them to refer to the works of other standard authori-
ties, such asJ. J. Bond’s “ Handy Book of Rules and
Tables for Verifying Dates with the Christian Era ”
(page 248 etal). This author is the Assistant Keeper
In Her Majesty’s Record Office, London, and his valu-
able work is published in the Bohn Library. We
also refer to H. Grattan Guinness’ standard work
upon the * End of the Age,” and with which in spirit
and in fact we will be found most thoroughly to agree,
save where with better tools and data we are satis-
fied that we have drawn in closer to the object aimed
at. We furthermore refer to the work of that Chro-
nological pile-driver, Wm. M. Page, to wit: “ New
Light from the OlId Eclipses,” a volume of superior
merit, and one not to be ignored by any honest,
painstaking, and unbiased student of Our Race.

Refer now again to the Harmonized Scale of Time,
page 43, and note opposite 3542 a.m. the corresponding
date (mark it*) upon all the subordinate Standard
Scales recognized by accurate science. This is the
preliminary origin of Daniel’s 69 weeks of Solar years
to Messiah (Dan. ix. 25) the Anointed; 69 such
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weeks are 6 9x7 years = 483 years. Move down
the scale this number of units along any of its sub-
ordinate measures, as for instance along our Biblical
one, 35421L+483 Solar years to that opposite 4025 a .m.
(see page 9! of the Harmonized Scale), and you will
note the year in which John the Baptist came preach-
ing in the Wilderness “ Prepare ye the way of the
Lord,” and the one in which all Jerusalem and the
country round about began to go out for Hebrew
Baptism beneath Jordan’s waves! But the fulfilling
dates accumulate as we move on — therefore let us
hasten.

“ LXXXI. Olympiad. Polymnastus, Cyrenean,
Stadium” 457 ».c. ; at this Olympiad, Herodotus, at the
age of 28, recites his History. The rest of his life
spent in revising it, traveling, etc. = “Eschylus died
this year. Long walls of Athens completed.

SABBATIC YEAR.

3543 a.m., 456 n.c. The 5-6th of Artaxerxes Long-
Imanus, then 18 years old. The King, having had
the matter under advisement some twelve months,
now issued the famous Decree that sent Ezra to
Jerusalem yet another year later! (Ezra vii. 11-26).
Now the issue of this Decree was a matter for great
rejoicing, and Ezra duly records his gratitude unto
the Lord, and makes mention of the preparations
which were iInaugurated to carry it out (Ezra vil.
27-28).

EZRA'S PERSONAL RECORDS.

His Book proper, in so far as concerns his own

actual connection with Jerusalem’s affairs?begins with
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chapter vii. All that precedes it (i.-vi. inclusive)
being of the nature of an Historical introduction
detailing events that led up to his own going up.
By reference to the Genealogical Scheme on page
165, Study No. Three, Ezra’s relation to Jeremiah,
Hilkiah, and Aaron will be seen, the omission of six
of the names from Ezra vii. 1-5, being a legitimate
Hebrew method (per saltum!) in genealogical mat-
ters.

It was this Ezra to whom the Decree refers, a ready
scribe in the Law of Moses “ which the Lord God of
Israel had given,” and to him the King granted all
his requests according to the hand of the Lord his
God upon him (Ez. vii. 6). For he had prepared his
heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to teach in
Israel statutes and judgments (Ez. vii. 10). We have
already discussed the rude outline of the matter in a
Lecture (see Study No. Eight, pages 305-311), but
may enter into details in a more accurate and intel-
ligible way. The Decree itself was actually issued
upon Tuesday, the 14th of Nisan, just 5252 days
before Nehemiah completed his 52 days labor on the
Walls of Jerusalem, and from its date, as here speci-
fied, to the day of the Saviour’s Baptism (see 22d day,
4th civil month, 4026 a.m.) there are just 176,412
days = 483 x 365.242256 days = 69 x 7 solar years =
69 “ weeks” of years (Dan. ix. 25).

To enable the reader to form a simpler skeleton
Idea of the harmony involved in the True Chronology
of the Bible, as herein revealed and verified, the fol-
lowing scheme may be borne in mind (reference, if
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necessary, being- had to the years in question for
further particulars):
3417 a.m. Gedaliah murdered. Joha-
nan abandoned Palestine.
52-4-18= 70 years Desolation.
3487 a.m. 4th of Darius (Zech. vii.-xiv.).

8X 7— 56 _
3543 a.m. The Edict to Ezra; 483 Solar
0N years to Messiah.
2x 7= 14

3557 A*MF The Edict to Nehemiah; 483
Lunar years to Messiah.

Now there was not so much expedition required
for the promulgation of this particular Decree as for
those of Haman and Mordecai, a fortnight of years
before, but by Sunday, the 4th of the 12th civil
month, 138 days later, it seems to have reached unto
the very borders of the 127 provinces over which
Artaxerxes ruled; and about this time it was offi-
cially published.

In the meanwhile, at Babylon, by virtue of its pro-
visions, Ezra became the official custodian of all the
gold and silver and treasures of Sacred Vessels that
yet remained in Babylon; and which were still neces-
sary to complete the restored service of the Temple.
(Ez. vii. 15-19). Between this date and that of the
finishing of the wall by Nehemiah are 5114 days, i.e.,
14 Solar years and a small fraction.

Then arose all those Jews (sons of Judah, of Benja-
min, and of Levi) who were so minded, and settling
their affairs in the various quarters where they
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sojourned, they began to move towards Babylon,
the general rallying point, so as to be In readiness
against such further dates as should be ordained for
carrying out the project now fully inaugurated.

Megabyses marched a Persian army to Memphis,
while Artabasus sailed up the Nile with a fleet, thus
relieving the Persian garrison within the “ white wall. ”
The combined Persian forces now defeated the Egyp-
tians and their allies, who retreated up the Nile.

THE SECOND “ WEEK” BEGINS (Dan. ix. 24).

3544 a.m., 4SS b.c. The 6-7th of Artaxerxes Lon-
gimanus. Now, God’s beginnings are of small
account in human estimation. But few gathered at
the summons, the names of the heads of families
and leaders are given in Ezra viii, 1-14; the census
of those who were willing to accompany them being
a meagre 1496! It had taken about seven months
to muster even these, and a full year had transpired
fince the date of the edict. But it was a notable
number (Sebastian Cabot 1496 a.d.), a gleaning
(even 2x2x2x11x17) of God’s people, the sig-
nificance of which all will recognize, who are
familiar with the Science of Sacred Arithmography,
as set forth by Milo Mahan, Upjohn and others.*

It was useless to wait longer, and so upon Sunday,
the 1st of Nisan, in the beginning of the 7th year of
Artaxerxes, Ezra and his little band of pilgrims

* See the “ Mystic Numerals of Scripture,” “ Palmoni,” etc.,
by Mahan; 4 The Number Counted,” “ The Name Counted,” by
Upjohn; “ 666,” by Nelson; “ The Structure of the Bible,” by
Panin; see Supplementary List of Books for Reading and Study.
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began to go up from Babylon (Ezra vii. 7, 8, 9) to
Jerusalem; and 483 (69 x 7) solar years later (4027\
a.m.), even upon the full moon of Nisan thereof, was
Messiah “ cut off,” as it had been set aforehand in
His own Counsels; for who is a Saviour unto Israel
but the Lord God Jehovah who hath indeed visited
Our Race and raised up a mighty Salvation for us,
according to the Prophets, since the world began!
(Isa. xlv. 21, 22; xlii. 11; Hos. xiil. 4; lIsa. xlix. 26;
Ix. 16, etc.; consult concordance!).

Now the subsequent events are for awhile best
studied from a skeleton calendar which we herewith
present.

. Sacred (7th civil) month (3544 a.m.), It being in
the 7th regnal year of Artaxerxes.

Sunday,- Ist.

Ezra begins to go up (vii. 9), leaving the city of
Babylon on the 1st day of the I. Sacred month [“ The
first gathering place seems to have been somewhere
not far from Babylon, but the locality has not been
iIdentified. ”] and arriving at his temporary camp on
the Ahava (called also Theras, see Il. (I11.) Esdras,
yiii. 41) probably by the nightfall beginning of th§
2d day, which was

1, Monday 2d.
Where he abode in tents 3 days (Ez. viii. 15, half
the verse).
2, Tuesday, 3d.
3, Wednesday, 4th.
Thursday,  5th.
“Th8n” he r8yiews the People and Priests, but
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finds no Levites (Ez. viii. 15, latter half of verse and
verse 16). His messengers hasten at once, starting
before nightfall, to Casaphia near by, and report to
lddo (Ez. viii. 17), who supplied the men, even 258,
thus bringing the aggregate up to the 1,754 specified
by the census, but to which we must add some for the
priests (I. (111.) Esd. viii. 29, 54) and others for the
Sons of David, etc. The mixed multitude, women
and children, do not seem to be included in the lists
(Ez. vii. 18-20). But we must allow them several
days for preparation.

1, Friday, 6th.
2, Sabbath, 7th.
3, Sunday, 8th.

Monday, oth.

The Levites, sent by Iddo, arrive (so interpreted).
Tuesday, 10th.

Then Ezra proclaimed a Fast unto the Lord, and

He was entreated of them (Ez. viii. 21-23).
Wednesday, nth.

Then he appointed the treasure bearers, v/eighed
out the gold to them, and distributed the treasures,
and duly cautioned them as to their responsibility!
(Ezra viii. 24-30).

Thursday, 12th.

The final departure now takes place, i.e.9the set-
ting forth from the River of Ahava (Ezra viii. 3l).
The crossing of that River in the History of Our
Race Is an event far greater than the celebrated pas-
sage of the Rubicon 406 years later.

The journey was a prosperous one, and relatively
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short in view of its difficulties (107 days in all, 91-2
of actual march, not counting Sabbaths, or at the
rate of about 10-12 miles a day according to the
route taken by Ezra with so valuable a treasure.

Ezra’s caravan arrived at Jerusalem with the set-
ting sun of Friday, the 29th of Tamuz, which was
also the beginning (Sabbath, the 1st day) of Ab, /<,
of the V. Sacred (nth civil) month (late in our
July; Ezra vii. 8, 9). And they abode there (in
camp, we presume) resting for three days; 1, Sab. ;
2, Sund. ; 3, Mond. (Ez. viii. 32).

Then on the next, or 4th day, Tuesday, they
weighed out the gold and the silver, and the vessels
In the Temple, recording all the weights. And
those who had come out of the Captivity offered
burnt offerings for all the rest, even for the whole of
Israel, tribe by tribe,—for such was an unbroken
custom of Our Race, to sacrifice for all those that be
afar off, as well as for those that be near,—since In
Jehovah’s eyes not one of them is lost! *

It Is interesting to note that some 2300 common
Lunar years later, i. e.ytaken at 354 days each (even
22301- Solar years), to wit: in 5774! . ... suggesting
July 4th, 1776 .... (the 4th day of our own 5th
month from March, though not from Vernal Equi-
nox) Manasseh, the most separated and forgetful of
the scattered tribes, weighed out the Gold of Inde-
pendence in behalf of all the rest, offering sacrifices

* There were, no doubt, “ Israelites” included in this return,
yet itwas not “ Israel” as such, but “ Judah” that was involved;
hence, the census is specifically Jewish.
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for all men, in the Revolution, that their sons and
daughters might for a little season (120 years per-
haps) enjoy a foretaste of that still future Golden Age. *

In this year the Persians drained the branch of
the Nile where the Athenian fleet lay, and made
an open passage to the Island where the Egyptian
forces were. The Athenian allies thereupon capit-
ulated. A new Athenian fleet, sailing to their
rescue, was now shut in by the Persians and almost
destroyed in this 6th year of the war, when Egypt
again fell under the Persian yoke during all the reign
of Artaxerxes (Thucyd. Lib. I.; Ctesias; Diod.).

3945 a.m., 454 b.c. The 7-8th of Artaxerxes Lon-
gimanus. Ezra’s first Civil New Year at Jerusalem,
14 years (inclusive) before the far more important
one celebrated by Nehemiah {vide 3558 a.m.). By
the beginning of this year (3545 a.m.) all the
King’s officers * upon this side of the river” had
been served with the King’'s commissions and the
work was prospered (Ez. viii. 36).

* N. B.—2300 absolute “ mean” Lunar years at 354.3674-
days each are strictly 2231.51 mean Solar years at 365.24225
days each, and if strictly applied, run the measure back to
some special act in 3543 a.m. which was that of the Edict
itself. We can not always apply these measures consistently.
That is, we cannot limit ourselves to any particular method,
for we find that all of them apply according to degree. The
fact is, the mere outlines of a vast science of interpretation
are suggested to our fellow students, and we must leave most
of the details to them. Our main object, after all, is to sup-
ply them with a perfect scale of years upon which to study the
Harmonies of Time for themselves.
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But there was sin in the City, and the balance of
the Book of Ezra (ix.-x.) refers to his action in the
matter after he discovered it in the 9th month. It
will be better understood by means of the recovered
calendar which follows :

|X. Sacred (3d civil) month.
16th day, Sabbath.

The Trespass duly reported (Ezra ix. 1-4, 5-15;
X. 1-5.)

17th day, Sunday, .

“Evening” (Ez. x. 6) * Morning” (Ez. x. 7-8).

Proclamation made.
18th day, Monday, 1-2.
19th day, Tuesday, 2-3.
20th day, Wednesday,3.

Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin (i.e.,
“the Jews”) gathered themselves together unto
Jerusalem “ within three days” (i.e,, reckoned from
Sunday morning, the 17th). “ It was the gth month,
on the 20th day of the month” (December), amid the
great winter rains, that they had come together (Ez.
X. 9. And as the matter was serious and required
careful investigation, it came to pass that when Ezra
stood up (X. 10-n)and addressed the people, they
agreed to his demands, but asked for time, giving
good reasons (Ezra. x. 12-14) which were agreed to.
A commission was therefore appointed (x. 15), and
the people withdrew to await the results and to
abide by the conseguences as adjudicated.

Now the official investigation began on Sunday,
the 1st day of the X. Sacred (4th civil) month (Ez.
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X. 16), and had ended by Thursday, the ist of Nisan,
which was the 7th civil month (Ez. x. 17), the
names of the guilty ones being recorded and their
pledges taken, severally, according to the order of
their cases on the docket (Ez. x. 18-44). Here endeth
the Book of Ezra, and the :. (in.) Book of Esdras.

The Aventine allotted to the Commons at Rome,

Perdiccas Il. succeeds Alexander 1.; the latter had
reigned 46 years.

3546 a.m., 453 b.c. The 8-9th of Artaxerxes Lon-
gimanus. This year the whole body of Rome sent
Posthumius, Sulpicius, and Manlius to Athens In
great state to bring from thence an ideal set of Laws
for settling the government and preventing Feuds.
Meanwhile the people “ Sat down to eat, and rose up
to play,” for behold, in this year the 301st of Rome
began, and the “ Secular Games” were Instituted.
They were celebrated thereafter every 5 years, or
(from this year as 1) on the 6th, nth, 16th, 2lst,
26th, etc., years. Thus the 89th celebration fell 5 x
88 = 440 years later; 3546 + 440 = 3986 a.m., Q. V.9
which was the Consulate of Valerius Messala, and
Sulpicius Quirinus, i. e., the 88th anniversary.

Total eclipse of the sun April 10th, 6h. 556m. a.m.,in
Asia-Minor; 4th year of the LXXXI. Olympiad =
295 Nab. = 300 a.u.c. (Varro).

“LXXXIIl. Olympiad. Lycus, Larissean, Sta-
dium, "453 b.c. Pindar, Olymp. 1V., V.

3%47 a.m., 452 b.c. The 9-loth of Artaxerxes
Longimanus. In these days flourished Zend and
Pharecyder the Historian (Eusebius). Another eclipse
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of the sun Oct. 3rd, 453 b.c.,sh. 49m. ; 9™ digits. These
eclipses are sometimes erroneously used to fix the
6th year of “ Xerxes,” whereas they fall 28 years
later than 3518 a.m., g. v.9which was the 6th total
and the Ist sole year of the true Xerxes (see 3546 a.m.).

When the ambassadors returned from Greece, the
Tribunes prevailed that Ten chief Senators should
be elected as Law Makers with absolute power for
one year, without appeal, and that all other magis-
tracies should be made void till renewed according to
the Laws. And so the Comitia Centuriata chose the
Decemviri, ten senators, as follows: (1) Appius, (2)
Genutius, Consuls elect; (3) Sertius, (4) Romulus,
former consuls; (5) Posthumius, (6) Sulpicius, (7)
Manlius, the late ambassadors; (8) Julius, (9
Veturinus, (10) Horatius, three eminent senators.

It was agreed that but one of them should have
the Consular Insignia at a time, but all success-
ively during the year (452 b.c.= 302 a.u.c.). From the
laws brought from Greece, and their own usages,
they formed Roman Laws engraved upon Ten Tables
of Brass, approved by the Senate and people and
hung up in the Forum.

Thus the Roman government again changed its
form (Rev. xvii. 10); the second phase (Consuls,
Dictators, and Tribunes) giving place to the T hird
which continued less than 3 years! 3547 + 2 =3549
a.m., (. V.

3548 a.m., 451 b.c. The 10-nth of Artaxerxes
Longimanus.

About this time the lonians first introduced the
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mode of writing from left to right. Previous to that
time the writing had been from right to left as in
Plebrew, though to some extent the alternate method
was In vogue. This latter was the bottstrophedonal
mode, a line from right to left and next from left to
right. We write J. H. V. H. the Hebrews wrote
H.V.H.J., the alternate method would be”

Y TR p—— '
tT. H. V. H.A
etc.—

At about this same period the Greeks changed the
form of their letters from the uncial to the cursive.

The second set of Decemvirs went into power iIn
451 ».c. and carried things on at a high hand.

These “decemvirs changed the order of the Roman
months, and placed February after January. The
months now consisted of 29 and 30 days alternately,
to correspond with the Synodic revolution of the
moon; so that the year contained 354 days, but a day
was added to make the number odd which was con-
sidered more fortunate, the year therefore consisted
of 355 days” (see Ency. Brit., page 666, Calendar).
But 355 is the number of Shanah, in Hebrew, and 113
Is that of Ish, man, and 355 -b 113=3.14159 the
ratio of Metius, an approximation only, but significant.
The Lesser light can never equal the Greater, from
whose effulgence it borrows; the Image need not
dream of understanding the Ideal, nor the type the
antitype, nor man his Creator; therefore, as “ the
Lord is in his Holy Temple, let all the earth keep
silence before him.”
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Now the Decemvirs added yet other two tables
of Laws which made up the 12 Tables often men-
tioned by Roman authors. The whole required fre-
guent interpretation of the learned, which Oral Law
was afterwards called the Civil Law, being a code of
definitions, precedents, decisions, etc.

The Athenians under Cimon, take Cyprus.

3%49 a.m., 450 b.c. The n-i2th of Artaxerxes
Longimanus.

It was the intention, and now the custom of Rome
to elect a new set of Decemvirs annually. The
second set being now in power (451 ».c.) and at the
end of their term (303 a.u.c.). Things had been
carried on by them at such a high hand that, having
usurped the positions of both Legislators and Judges,
the whole city was corrupted, and many eminent
citizens had been forced to go into exile. Appius
the leader of the second set of Decemvirs was now
driven, in view of a war pending with the Sabines
and LEqui, to call a Senate.

In this body the Decemvirs were strongly opposed
by leading statesmen and patriots and by the whole
body of the people, because of their tyranny. But
Appius raised an army, got Dentatus (“* The Roman
Achilles ”) murdered, drove many more into exile, and
(304 a.u.C.,450 b.c.),attempting to abuse the daughter
of Virginius, a Plebeian Soldier, the army revolted.

Virginius now slew his daughter, the people de-
manded the restoration of the old government, and
the Decemvirate fell.  Cicero incidentally remarks
that all this took place in the 60th year after the
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expulsion of the Kings, 244 a.u.c. + 60 = 304 a.u.c.
I. e.y3549 AM. and in 450 b.c. (Cicero de Finibus, Lib.
I[1l. 20). Valerius and Horatius were made Consuls
during the remainder of the year, and for the next
four years (305 to 308 a.u.c. inclusive) the war with
the Volsci and ALquiand the settlement of the govern-
ment progre