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TWO PATHS — ONE GOAL.
A-friend, has just written me regarding one of the 

statements which I made last month in the article, 
‘.‘ Man’s Evil Nature.” He takes exception to that part 
of the article commencing, “ Now both these paths lead 
to; the same end, namely, Absolute Perfection.” He 
writes as follows: “ This is flatly against the teaching of 
Christ and the whole Bible. If a man chooses evil and 
rejects Christ, who alone can make him good, and dies 
that way, he must go into everlasting punishment. The 
whole Bible teaches the same. To teach your view is to 
lull men into greater indifference, for they will come to 
heaven at last.” .. . . Nevertheless what I said is abso­
lutely true. If I believed otherwise I would not consider 
life worth living.

If I believed that there were upon the face of the 
earth to-day human beings, or any other form of life for 
that matter, destined to “ everlasting punishment,” I would 
denounce the whole plan of creation a blunder. It can­
not be. This is not my idea off justice. And if I, with 
my human weaknesses, cannot conceive of a being so 
ignorant and despicable as to merit everlasting punish­
ment, surely the All-Wise must put a far greater value 
upon the lives which He has brought into the objective.

I hope that there are not many other of my readers 
or students w’ith these views regarding the “ saving ” of 
some and the everlasting punishment of others. Such 
ideas are unworthy any person who has a glimmer of the 
advanced thought of this, the New Time. I supposed 
that every one of my readers had passed this stage even 
in previous incarnations, to say nothing of ever having 
held such views in the present life. This mode of reason­
ing is to be expected from those who are still worshipping 
at the shrine of Creed, but it is a surprise to me coming 
from one of the “ People of High Ideals.”

I do not understand why my correspondent should 
assume that I labor to harmonize my teaching either with

the Bible or with other teachers of past ages. I know 
what I teach and I look to no man and no book for con­
firmation, nor for the purpose of adjusting my work so 
that it shall be consistent and harmonious with something 
that has gone before. I write from the heart, from direct 
impression. The Fount which furnishes knowledge to 
me does so for the people of this age and not for the 
people of 6000 years ago, and not for the people now 
living upon earth who are mentally and morally 6000 
years late.

I am not a Bible stndent, and have never become 
thoroughly familiar with the book, for which I have the 
deepest reverence. Yet I have been a close reader of 
many sections, as Proverbs, Genesis, Job, Ezekiel, and all 
of the New Testament. From what I have read and 
studied I find that the spirit of my teaching and the spirit 
of Bible teaching are identical.

When the Master came he changed old teachings. It 
was taught of old to love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy. Jesus said love all. I do- not construe this to 
mean that there is the remotest possibility for one of 
God’s creatures to be eternally punished, damned or lost.

If all are worthy of being loved then all are worthy of 
being saved. One of the strongest things that Jesus said 
regarding men’s sins was th is: “ He that shall blaspheme 
against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in 
danger of eternal damnation.” The italics are mine. 
[Mark 3 : 29.] Even for this, the most heinous sin, he 
does not positively declare that the sinner shall be 
eternally damned.

As to lulling men into greater indifference, I do not 
see what comfort can be found for the sinner in the doc­
trine that if he continues in his way he must suffer all 
torture which human mind and human flesh can bear, 
during all the days of his downward course. Here are 
two men at the base of Mt. Washington. They propose 
to reach the summit, and one of them starts straight 
along the path leading upward; the other man starts in 
the opposite direction, goes easily down hill for awhile, 
embarks in frail boats, is dashed over waterfalls, stricken 
with disease in varied form, taken hy savages and held in 
captivity; in fine, he “ goes around the world,” and 
spends his best years in adventure which spoils his whole 
life that is past. Finally he gets back to the Base once 
more and begins the ascent which his companion finished 
fifty years ago and has, consequently, been that period 
faithfully at work upon the Summit. If there is an ele­
ment of attractiveness in the life of the man who is look­
ing for woeful experience I fail to perceive i t ! His is,



indeed, a hard lot and I am glad to know that all such, 
after their horrible (tho’ self-inflicted) years of mistakes 
and suffering, will' finally reach the Top. If it were 
otherwise I would go with them downward!

—Now here comes a letter from a grocery man in 
Minneapolis bristling with criticism and advice concerning 
my astronomical articles! With the letter he returns a 
copy of the January ORACLE with the request that I send 
him no more sample copies. Why he should be so long 
in arriving at his conclusions I cannot imagine, for the 
O r a c l e  shows evidence of having been carefully studied 
(may its influence long remain; with him!) and the title- 
page is disfigured with the man’s name written in ink. 
Eight weeks after date of issue he informs me that he 
does not want i t !! He says, “ Read your New Testa­
ment; especially John 3: 16, and you will have no need 
to consult the stars.” Immediately I turned to the pas­
sage and found, “ For God so lpved the world that He 
gave his only begotten Son,” etc. What information this 
gives regarding the description fof the starry heavens I 
cannot imagine. I read that verse and I get great help 
and inspiration thereby, but it does not answer the query, 
’• What is the position of the constellation of Orion and 
what are the names of its stars? ” This grocer may have 
no ambition and no yearning which his church and his 
store does not supply. I  have: No church, no b u s i­
ness, no book, not even, the, Book-of books, can answer 
all my demands. I may study the works of man, and I 
may read the word of God as given in scripture, but I am 
still not satisfied. I must read His word as He wrote it 
in the heavens, and as it has been written upon my heart. 
The scriptures are beautiful, but there is Something much 
nearer God that I have found. A Something which the 
scriptures have helped me to but which is no more IT than 
a book of travels is equivalent to seeing and enjoying the 
countries described. West Gate Philosophy is always 
misconstrued and misapplied by the minds, of which the 
one referred to above is a specimen. They read and read 
and while they do not get at the spirit of the teaching, 
yet they recognize that there is something in it which 
they have not yet been able to possess, and a feeling of 
antagonism is aroused. Oh, give us a kindergarten sys­
tem of occultism ! Something of the a, b, c, kind. Some­
thing which may let one little ray of sunshine into the 
hearts of these people who have hidden so long in the 
caves of “ belief,” “ opinion,” “ creed,” and (most deplor­
able of all) business worship; so long in the dark, so 
long asleep that they have almost lost the capacity to 
learn and the desire to grow. Make the new system so 
elastic that it will conform to all their present angularities. 
This, at first, is very essential else it will be condemned 
by them at once! It must be built up in close touch 
with and to perfectly fit into their everyday affairs. It 
must adroitly lead them step by step out of the belief

that although they may honorably engage in the 
grocery business and may ennoble it by being upright in 
all their dealings with men, yet to sell tea is not a fijiality! 
It is but a means to an end. Likewise to be a journalist, 
a Christian Scientist, a stock broker or whatever else — 
these are incidental, they are not finalities. It is so nar­
row to say, “ I am satisfied; I want nothing better.” 
This means that you ;have broken communication with 
the Fountain Head.

—Not long ago a “ syndicate ” was started in New 
York, founded upon the idea of borrowing money and 
paying ten per cent pet week for the use thereof. Owing 
to the fact that the country contains a great surplus of 
men and women ever on the watch for some method 
whereby they may invest a dollar and receive two, five, or 
ten dollars back again, this syndicate reaped a rich har­
vest. It is probable that the men who backed it gathered 
in more than a million dollars. When the scheme was 
ventilated and when it" was known the extent to which 
people had been robbed, then the newspapers and the 
public in general were horrified. But in reading over the 
absent treatment plans of some of our advance thought 
teachers I can see very little difference, in principle, be­
tween the syndicate and the plans of these teachers to 
bring success to any and all who will remit a dollar! In 
return for the dollar your name is taken “ into the silence” 
each day and success warranted !! Now let us suppose 
the thing possible, is it not putting yourself in a very 
humiliating position iif the sight of Divinity and your 
higher self-hood? Is it not saying, “ Give me ten dollars 
for one? ” Honestly look into your heart and say if this 
is not what you are after when you send these foolish 
teachers (?) your dollars for “ treatments.” I say “ fool­
ish ” advisedly, for no wise or awakened person could 
possibly assume such a position. An awakened teacher, 
a wise teacher, too well knows the law and the retribution 
which ultimately will follow all such plans. Have nothing 
to do with such schemes. They are just as delusive in 
the end as the “ ten per cent per week ” idea. The peo­
ple who sunk money in that scheme deserved the loss of 
it, and so will you if you try to get something for noth­
ing. By sending your dollar to these would-be teachers 
who, themselves may not have reached the first steps 
leading upward, you admit that you are of a smaller 
calibre than they. You look up to them as to a superior 
being. You demean yourself, and take from the divine 
power within you, which alone can bring you out of present 
darkness. I do not write thus with the slightest ill feeling 
toward the occultist who promises to do these things. 
Rather I think that many of them really believe in their 
own power to “ treat for success.” My object is to warn 
you of the puerility of all such schemes, and to assure 
you that the only real and lasting thing you will get in 
return for your money is “ experience.” If you care to 
pay their prices in order to gain new proof that you can­
not be benefitted by these methods, well and good.



—Why do we put so little value upon men and men’s 
works of to-day, while exalting dead men and events of a 
dead past? This query came to mind when my attention 
was called to an editorial (Feb. 12) upon Abraham Lin­
coln. In this article comparisons were drawn between 
Lincoln and men of to-day, greatly to the discredit of the 
latter. No man honors the memory of Lincoln and his 
great service to this country more than I do, but the men 
whom this editor would belittle may be as noble and may 
possess as forceful characteristics as the great Lincoln. 
We cannot tell yet. It is by looking back after five, ten, or 
twenty years that we view these things fairly and from 
unprejudiced standpoints. When Lincoln lived, struggled, 
suffered, and perhaps yearned for a little sympathy and 
support, how was his greatness appreciated ? There 
were little editors in. those dark days who said annoying 
things and who failed to hold men and things at proper 
worth. Little editors and little minds in general are 
prone to estimate a man according to the man’s position, 
influence, and attitude with respect to them. The man 
may be ever so bright and ever so noble, yet if he chances 
to be a political opponent then this small mind has no 
good word in his behalf. It is so foolish to quote Lincoln 
or any other man of generations; past, and then say to 
men of 1900, “ You may learn this.by heart. You should 
live by this doctrine. How do you know that a grander 
thing has not been said by the man or men into whose 
face you throw this ? How do you know that these very 
men are not living a still nobler doctrine than the one you 
cite? Creation does not move backward. The present is 
giving birth to greater things than the past produced, 
only you are too near at hand to .properly see them, and 
you are too sensitive to your own personal interests and 
too prejudiced thereby. There are more beauties in the 
present than you can properly appreciate. Search for 
them and you will find noble men and noble women at 
your elbow. !

—Planetary positions, etc., during the coming month, 
are as follows:

Venus, April 2, at 7.50 p. m., with Venus 46 mins. N.
Jupiter, “ 18, 11.57 a.m ., Jupiter 1 deg. 3 mins. N.
Saturn, “  20, 9.39 a. m., Saturn 1 « 3 “  S.
Mercury, “ 27, 7.27 a. m., Mercury, 7 “ 53 “ S.
Mars, “  27, 1-45 P - I  Mars, 5 « 29 “ S.

Conjunction of Mercury and Mars April 3, at 10 a. m., 
with Mercury 2 degs., 7 mins, north. Too near the sun 
to be seen with naked eye. Mercury reaches its greatest 
distance west of the sun April 21. An excellent time to 
see it in the morning before sunrise. Here are the posi­
tions for that date:

Mercury, R. A., o hours, 17 mins, Dec., south o deg. 48 mins.
Mars, R- A., o “ 39 “ Dec., north 3 “ 15 “
Sun, R .A ., I “ 55 “ Dec., north II “  48 “

I had a fine view of the moon, Venus and Mercury 
upon the evening of March 3 (six o’clock).

— “ I note your remarks on “ Compensation ” in 
March ORA CLE. What you says seems to me to be true. 
And yet there is the Christ principle of self-sacrifice! 
How shall we dispose of that? ” M rs. C. D.

Self-sacrifice, in itself, is compensation. It is the very 
quintessence o f reward. If we help a worthy person by 
money or otherwise we have a present joy in the fact of 
having been permitted to render the service. That is, pro­
vided we do the service in the right spirit. But even in 
this there will sometime come back to us tangible return 
for all that we do. It is ndt wise to expect such return, 
but it will come in one form or another just as surely as 
that every effort brings a result in its own proper time 
and place. But again I say do not accept needless favors. 
Look around first and see if you are not already supplied.

— Students who wish to take a systematic course of 
occult study should examine my series of private lessons. 
They contain material for a lifetime of study and prac­
tice. The lessons are loaned, under a new and original 
plan, for five dollars. Those who cannot afford to pur­
chase the lessons are invited to write for particulars 
concerning the new loan plan.

-—Readers of the O RA CLE who have photographs 
which they wish enlarged or copied would do well to 
write for terms to Mr. J. C. Sunderlin, Photographer, 
Flemington, N. J. Mr. S. is an expert in his business. 
He has recently done some excellent work for me.

— Please note that5*! have given a special price on 
my new book for all orders received between now and 
April 15. See the advertisement in this issue.
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I have just adopted a new plan whereby I loan private lessons to copy. Write me for details of this plan.


