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When the last g'ories of the sun’s red splendor
Melt in the dull gray gloom,

The faded rays from eyes once bright and tender,
Light up my lonely room.

No intermediary incantation,
Recalls the loved and lost;

The gentle shad yws bearing consolation,
Come when we need them most.

When the tired soul oppressed by earthly troubles,
With shattered wings drops feebly in the dust,

"When hollowest, frailest, seem lite's foolish bubbles,
These spirits whisper, ‘“Trust in God.”

Trust as we trusted; trust through toil and trials,
Io the haart’s sickness and the soul’s despair;
‘Trust as we trusted, s.rong in self denial,
And comforted by prayer.

Regretful memory and fond affection,
These are the media that recall the lost,
In lonely hours of sorrow-and dejection,
They come,—that spirit host.

They gather in their old familiar places,
‘With wondrous meaning in their ghostly eyes,
With tender smiles and mild reproachful faces,
They teach us to be wise,

Teach us—the left behind—the broken hearted,
‘With the strange wisdom learned in wider spheres,
Reminding us how they, the loved, departed,
Regard their wasted years.

How with eternal wisdom shining on them,
They see all earthly riddles read aright;

And humbly own the burden laid upon them
Was mercifully light.

80 do they warn us of life's dim delusions,
These pleading sp‘rits whispering to our souls;
How through this world's worst trials ‘and confu-
slons,
One purpose rolls,

One hand the web of life f -rever weaving,
Guides the small mys-ery of each spirit thread;
Strerg h-ning the weak, upholding the believing,
And garnering the dead.

‘Thus in the twilight speak these spirit teachers,
~ There shadows melting dimly from our sight;
Yet wiger far than any mortal preaclers,

Wise with u earthly light

Somay they ever haunt us—Ilost, yet cherished,
Cold though their ashes iu funereal urn,
‘That better holier part that hus not perished,
“The soul wil yet return.
LAprA CUPPY SMITH.

SATAN OR DEVIL.
" By Rev. Dr. Bushnell.

According to the Manichees or disciples o!
Zoroaster, a doctrine virtually accepted by
many philosophers, two principles have exist-
ed together from eternity, ore of which is the
cause of good, and the other of evil. ~With
sufficient modifications their account is prob-
ably true. Thus if their good principle called
God by us, is taken as a beirg, and their bad
principle as only a condition privative ; one ar
real cause, the other as a bad. possibility that
environs God from eternity, waiting to become
a fact whenever the opportunity is given, it is
even so. And then it follows that the mo-
ment God creates a realm of powers, the bad
possibility becomes a bad actuality, a satan, or
devil (in esse,) not & bad omnipresence over
against God and his equal—that is a monstrous
and horrible conception—but an outbreaking
evil, an empire of evil in created spirits ac
cording to their order.

For Satan or the devil taken in the singular,
is not the name of any particular person,
neither is it a personation merely of tempta-
tion or impersonal evil, a8 many insist, but the
name is a name that generalizes bad persons
or bad spirits with their bad thoughts and
characters, many in one.

That there is any one of them who, by dis-
tinotion or pre-eminence is called satan or dev-
il, is wholly émprobable, The name is one
taken up by the imagination to designate or
embody in a conception the mind can most
easily wield, the all or total of bad minds and
powers,

Thus it is seen that the late Rev. Dr. Bush-
nell was not a believer in a personal devil. I
copied this article from one of his books—

Nature and the Supernatural.
F. BoLLEs,

INSPIRATIONAL MESSAGE.
By Mes. A. BAILEY.

We live in an age of steam and electricity.
Thought is being carried on lightning wings
to all parts of the civilized world. Continents
and islands have been brought out of their
isolation and made to echo to the hum of buy
life that is going on all around. Tne nine-
teenth century marks an era of progress in
human history, such as the world’s poets and
philosophers had not dreamed of ; it has shaken
the theological belief of many, and sent many

errors to a timely grave beyond the possibility
of resurrection ; su that the generations that

are yet to come will tread with a firmer, wore
elastio step, bec1use some of the rubbi-h has
been got out of the way ; bat enouy : remans
to warrant all 1o not slack»ning their energies
on account of what has been done. T.cre
are new fields of thought and nntnied poss bih-
ties yet to encounter, and eviry new truth that
has for its ubjeot the moral etlevation of hu-
manity has always been hooted at and derided,
if its exponent has not met with fine and im-
prisorment or martyrdom at the stake, amid
fire and faggots, that we think it will be well
enough tomind what we are about and wnot
give our adversaries a chance to again tnumph
over us.

The car of progress will roll on, but we may
be ground to powder if we are not up and do-
ing. It is the business of every Spiritualist
and Liberahist to aid it on and not to sit down
with folded hands, saying I have nothing to
do. The ship of state needs careful watching
lest the death koell of liberty be sounding
from her watch towers and a nation who are
to-day freemen made a nation of slaves. Wo-
man needs to be enfranchised with all the
rights of citizenship, that she may enjoy all
the rights and privileges the Coustitution
guarantees to every individnal, the right to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness by
every legitimate means the same as man. Un-
til this is accomplished there will be one great
drawback to the machinery of American gov-
ernment, and the whole world must ultimately
acknowledge this as a principle of divine justice
and let their hold on error and tradition go,
since it amounts to notking but a stultification
of all that is good and pure.

The world 18 to be redeemed, but it can not
be accowmplished without woman is free to act
her part in the great drama of life. ~ Shegpust
not be enslaved nor compelled to a life of serv-
itude, simply as a household drudge. She
must be educated to perform her part in the
affairs of nationy, to furnish a grander mater-
nity, 8o that souls shall not be born in dark-
ness and depravity, but pure as the breath of
heaven, kisved into life by all that breathes of
grandeur, nobleness and sublimity. T.en we
shall have a new heaven and a new earth, then
will justice come and everybody will seek to
be just and true to each other. Peace and
plenty will smile upon all and there will be no
depravity of anv sort, because depravity will
ve impossible under such conditions.  Let us

one aud all work for the good that 18 in  store
for us, and it will surely come,
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THE CONSOLATIONS OF THEISM,

A Discourse pELIVERED IN THE Urica Crry
Orera House, sy Rev. E. P, PowsLL.
Atheism is disbelief in 8 God; Pantheism

asserts that all is God; Theism asserts that

there is a spirit Life inherent in all things.

But Theism baving made this its first prin-
ciple, ennobles man as the spiritual child of
the universal God. These two points taken,
the universe becomes a family homestead, and
we are infants feeling our way out from the
cradle to a reasonable conception of our rela-
tions to all things.

To many the modifications of view that re-
sult from Theism seem to destroy comfort.
This is true especially at death; for the theist
has none of the ordinary assurances to give
that the dying have gone to a world of extatic
bliss or to eternal peace. But it is equally
true that in the midst of life Theism fails to
give the comfort of supposed revelation ; for
it has no assurance of rewards in another life
for troubles endured here. At first appearance
Theism is cold and cheerless, and is to be ac-
cepted only under the necessity of its being
absolutely demonstrable. I lay aside every
effort to demonstrate its truth to-day, or its
verifiability and only amm to show that if
really understood Theism is full of comfort
and more genial to'a tired, sick and troubled
soul than any other religious dootrine,

I shall take my standpoint at the bedside of
the dying where, if any where, it will be difi
cult to demonstrate that there ocan be a
comfort in any theory of facts. Yet itis the
place where both the going and the left are
most 1n need of comfort and where religion
concentrates its power to cheer and strength-
en. No religion can hive that fails at this
point. If Theism is valueless here, it is use-
less as a religion and will not be worth our
adoption.

Now I do not mean to try to make theism
gratify the senseless wishes of those who care
for no comfort except a brazen assurance that
tells imaginary stories as well assured faots ;
and I shall make no pretense that theism can
unfold the future. If you have a bundle of
questions to ask about eternity and will take
the word of somebody that knows just as
much as you do about it and no more, then go
to the priest. Theism is not without a revela-
tion, but it is that kind ot revelation which
you get at the forge and the bench and the
plough and the cradle—the revelation of what
is to come along the hne of those natural sge-
quaices and laws where you work. A])
I know about the harvests of 1893 is what I
learn from previous harvests and from astron
omy and the recurring rains and the change of
seasons. We foresee the future along the
range of what we judge to be sure resulis from
fixed causes, This is the revelation that The-
ism has. It stands at the bedside of the dy
ing, not luoking into the future as dark or un-
readable, but precisely as the farmer lays up
seed corn for next year; so Jesus says lay up
for yourselves treasures for the spirit-life,

Natare is a bible that has a new page writ-
ten each day, and it is largely prophetic of
what is to come. Tbe farmer does not feel
inconsolable until someone comes along and

says, I have a supernatural revelation thattells
you that winter is only a passage from life to
life,—that another year will come with the
same forces in operation to produce new
harvests. The farmer would say, I do not
need you. I can see all that trom nature. It
is only when the stretch of vision is very far

into the future that men give a class of priests |

the chance. So at death they come to console
us. The theist says, I do not need your assur-
ances, Natare itself is life, not death, The
system in which we live is not one of destrao-
tion but of progressive development.

So at the outset Theism, you see, has this
superb advantage. It does not reject the
voice of nature. It studies the laws of univer-
sal life, while the priest begins with the asser-
tion that nature has ncthing to say. Nature
has a great deal to say, and we cannot know
the least thing concerning the future except
as we learn it out of to-day.

The theist consequently gets in the babit of
seeking consolations in nature. For every
trouble there is 8 compensation in nature, and
generally right here and now. Now what is
the consequence of all this. I will show you.
The theist soon gets to dropping all talk about
being a stranger here, and about some other
world as being home. He falls into a habit of
considering himsell a part of the natural move-
ment of the universe.

The theist s0on also gets to utterly ignore the
machine part of prophecy—the judgment bar,
the court scenes, the panorama of priestly
story. A man who has been at a judgment
bar all his life is not to be terrified with a
threat of one to-morrow.

But I must not forget that we stand at the
bedside of the dying. One we love is going
away forever. The ties of intensest love and
self interest are to be broken. ~What can
Theism say | Are we to be severed forever?
Is there an immortality beyond? Theism can-
not bring the authority of Moses or Paul and
call it revelation, but it goes to its own bible,
nature, and from that it draws these faots
that man is an outgrowth or development of
the epiritual forces of the universe, or as we
say in familiar way, he is the child of God;
and then it says with a faith that is absolate,
let us trust our Father. It draws no picture
of the future which would inevitably be mis-
leading and engender false faith. It simply
says trust the Supreme One in whom you live
and have your being. Can supposed revela-
tion say more? It can only talk of eternal
rest and a heaven, which for ease and luxury
is very barbarian. Theism says if you live
forever, you must think forever, you must work
forever, and endure forever; you are a part ot
nature’s forces and a force by the very defini-
tion of it is activity ; you involve duty. But
theism has this also to say, that the only fear
that lies before the dying is the same fear that
lies before the living; that is the fear of your
own wrong doing. It is absolute in this, that
the deity of orthodoxy is a sarvival of bar-
barism. But that the divine nature, which is
the soul of this lile, is the same divine good-
ness forever. Theism is full of faith, but it is
faith not in priests but in God. It goes quiet-
ly into the future, seeing no being ahead who

has an eternity of torture for those who hap-

pen to die, The traveler who stumbles on the
rites of savages does not fear lest their
grim idol represent the processes of eternity
So when you listen to the grinding ot the
teeth of Calvinism, do not fear that'1t is God’s
machinery of revenge. Here is the true
statement:

If you have been in the hands of ab-
solute Benificence here, you will continue so
to be. The priest readjusts all things at death,
God and goodness here on this Nttle globe for
a brief few years; there God and terror for-
evermore. Theism is intensely indignant in
thename of God at this insolent perversion of
his character. Is God merciful and tender
and helpful only to the babes, and hardly that.
Is it his character to be helptul, or is it only a
suepension of his real nature. My good friends,
Atheism is infinitely better than Calvinism—
no God atall rather than that bitter mockery,
who laughs at us with a salvation that hardly
gets to the ear of a millionth part of the raoce.

Shall we live forever? Theism answers
what you call death is a dissolution of the
body. If you are anything apart from the
body, as you well know you are, the loss of
the body is only a stage of that evolution
which you steadily undergo. Nature isa very
gentle mother and holds her babes in her arms
when needed; but she sends them each night
through a sleep that if we saw for the first
time, would be as dreadful as death. But we
have seen both sides of sleep—the morning
of renewed vigor, as well as the night of relax-
ed consciousness. Theism says emphat-
1cally whatever is before you is the best. It is
a necessity in the great evolution of life ; it is
not death.

But theism says further weigh this fact ;
that the older you grow, the stronger is your
love for the universal good and right—it is
what you call piety—or a personal relation to
tke Supreme will. In this growth lies your
capacity for increased joy. Ivis a widening
of spiritual thought and spiritual force. -

But theism has something more to say. It
does not decry life as something to be escaped
from. The priest, to magnify his paradise,
fouls his earthly nest. Theism says weigh well
the past. Yon are to-day to separate; but
you have had years of mutual love. All that
to a true soul is property. A healthy soul
looks on his past life as a treasure house. He
lives backward as well as forward. No good
thing is ever lost. He owns the friendships
and good deeds and kind words of old years.
Why then talk of life as brief and a compar-
ative failure? To a decent soul it is a mar-
velous saccess. When I love a dear one who
has been with me for ten years, I have ten
years of lovely memories, and in those memo-
ries many lessons that have eunnobled me.
Good mother, the joy of having had a lovely
boy is no trifle. Instead of giving up to mourn-
ing his departure,relive what you have had. Re-
babilitate the ten years you possess. You can
never be motherless again. Nor can anyone
go into another life in any way different
from the way he would grow away from us
here. Not ten out of five hundred of your life
friendships continue ten years, We grow
quietly apart, each to our own needs and . re-
sponsibilities,
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Nor does theism refuse to consider questions
of probabilities. It does not refuse to reason
about such ‘problems as our future relation to
our departed friends,—to our great heroes like
Jesus and Buddha ; to the noblest minds of our
race, like Shakespeare, Bacon, 8ocrates,
Spinoza, to the most lovable characters and
the dear babes of our own flock; to our parents
and our kinfolk, But it only reasons con-
cerning such questions and wisely warns
us away from oredulous and narrowing hopes.
There is great danger in the theories of ortho-
doxy that false hopes will be nourished; but
that would not be so much matter if such hopes
were not narrowing. The truth is always en-
larging; falsehood is always narrowing. Now
the false hopes in this case are something of
this sort: 1st, That we sball meetall our triends
a8 of old. But reason answers they have grown

older, and if children when they died, are now
mature. 2d, That we shall all hover around and
behold Jesus; but good sense shows us that
only a few can be inimmediate intercourse, The
future life must move on as rapidly and even
more rapidly tLan now. Bear in mind that as
We grow older time is briefer. It is a wise
Provision to make hife less tedious. If 8 year
at fifty seemed as long as a yearat ten,we should
get weary of life. Time is short in propor-
tion to what we have done and what we have
to do. Eternal time is only time prolonged.
A thousand years will become as one day,

So the expectation that another life will re-.
oall this one and renew the old is not reliable,
Revelation may assert this, but theism war-
rants only this, that the future days shall be
grander, nobler, busier, briefer, with joys pro-
portioned to our attainments. If the boy says
when I am a man I will eat all the sugar plums
I like, and will play marbles all day, be sure
when he gets to be a man he will not have his
boy desires. Neither will we have a thousand
years hence the same tastes or powers as now.

We make a good deal t0o much of even our
friendships, The reason we need our babes so
much now is becanse they need us. Oar pa-
rents are very dear to us because they need us.

- Sympathy depends largely on weakness and
dependence. That something of this sort will
always exist between souls seems probable, but
Dot a8 now. Boys grow out of our arms and
g0 away to build new families,. We do not
expect them to come back to their cradles;
nor do we wish it.

Here then is theistic tie rational comfort in
the face of life’s worst trouble:

1. All change is part of a law and process of
progress and life—a tendency not toward the
worse but the better.

2. All change is under and in the will of
Supreme Love and Wisdom.

3. All change has so far had its compensa-
tion in unexpected good to the good.

4. No change can take from us the joys of
t?xe past. A loveloved is a perpetual posses-
sion,

5. The next life is continued life with the
same divine Father and it is part of the reign
of justice.

Will you allow me briefly to line the conso-
lations of priestly revelation?

L. You shall live forever; you such as you

are,—your body raised again and your soul
joined to it,

2. You fhall be free from care and pain and
sorrow; and therefore must be out of range
of sympathy with the sorrowing and troubled.

3. You shall go to a world where you do
not grow old, or die, or essentially change.

4. You shall be united to those you loved, if
they have been saved; if not, they and you
are eternally, hopelessly separated. This sepa-
ration is a frequent occurrence.

5. Your joys will not be decreased, though
your children be in eternal misery.

6. You shall behold Jesus and praise him
forever and ever. )

7. God will fill you with all delights and
though your sins be as scarlet, he will for your
faith oall you white and clean.

8. Inheaven the redeemed will live in close
contaot, and be separate from all who are not

pardoned for the sake of Jesus.
At every death bed these consolations are

reiterated over and over again with great vari-
ation, but always you will mark, 1st, That this
world is portrayed as only a sinful, wicked
place forsaken of God. 2, Heaven is portray-
ed as the great hope of the redeemed. 3, That
for all this death is spoken of as an enemy.
Now theism does not look on this world as a
bad place; nor on any secluded paradise as a
good place; nor on death as an enemy.

Theirm furthermore rejects this schedule of
consolation as,

1, Little short of Atheism, for it makes
God to be only in heaven. Hell is godless;
the earth is little better.

2. It makes of God a localized being living
with his elect.

8. It robs the good of goodness and makes
them selfish.

4. It makes moral joy to consist 1 physical
surroundings.

My good friends, will you consider what a
sad perversion of a moral nature it must be
when a good person, say a sweet mother, can
come to any of the following conclusions:

1. A large portion of the human race will
suffer forever, but I shall be happy.

2. My children may be lost eternally, but I
shall be happy.

3. Whatever is the will of God and whether
it be what seems to me good or bad, I .must
heartily acquiesce in his will.

4. I may even myself be lost; nevertheless,
I must and will praise God and bless him for
his righteousness. .

5. A true soul is made noble by forbear-
ance, endurance, pity and the performance of
duty, nevertheless, I ought as a Christian daty
to pray for deliverance, and a safe rest in heav-

en.
6. Many poor creatures need my belp, yet I

am religiously obligated to desire to depart
and be with Jesus,

7. This world is in reality a marvelous place
in which I might live a thousand years and
hardly begin to comprehend it; yet Iam doing
piously when I decry it and despise it.

I need not say that a religion that deals
thus with the moral natare is of very improba.
ble value.

I cannot but recur to her who left me but
one month ago without one shadow before her;

and I well remember the horror with which
death was best for her until she forsook or-
thodoxy. *I am no more afraid of God,” she
said, “nomore.” But had she died ten years
agoshe would have gone in excrutiating fear.
Calmly theism led her into and through the
valley, and God was peace and love and rest.

I contrast what was lately said by the son
of a Congregational deacon. His mother, af-
ter years of brooding misery, passed away into
the region of judgments, hell and heaven. “Sir,”
said he to his pastor, “my poor mother’s life
was made wretched by that infernal theology.”
Does the hope of heaven sustain your sinking
spirits? Not if there be one lingering, faint
doubt of your possibly coming short of heav-
en. And what believer feels sure that after all
he may not be a castaway? And why? Why
after all his prayers and moans and belief?
Why, but to add to the glory of an autocrat
of all the worlds.

Theism i8 emphatically this,—the doctrine
of God in all things. It emphasizes the soul
in nature, the love 1n tne soul, the wisdom in
the love. The universe is not only a superb
machine, bdt a moral homesteal. Lt atrives
to bring up our moral view of the iniverss to
the standard of our advanced physical views,

Now tell me, ye who long have tho't,
Hath pries' a better comfort taught
Toan this Qur Father at the loom has wrought.

Or this, there is no broken law,
No plan divine with human flaw,
No devil ravening 1ooth and claw;

Or this, what to our humun rizht,
Is at the best but partial signt,
'Tis but the valiey scen at night.

THOUGHTS WHILE GATHERING
LEAVES. .

Ceme out, come out to the woods and fields,
And gather the beautiful autumn leaves ;
For every tree its glorious crown

Of wondrous beauty is shaking down,

And through the woodland paths are spread
A carpet fit for a queen to tread.

To every sheltered nook they creep,

And salong the lanes in piles they leap,

They are quivering down through the lazy air,
Silently falling everywhere.

And 10 my miod the wonder grows,

(For nature ne’er her plans will disclose,)
How were their varied co'ors wrought.
And where their glowing radiance caught ?

A fairy bird must have been o'er the land,
And touched them all with a charmed wand,
For never a painter with subtlest art

Could half their hues to his work impart,
Holding in their gorgeous rays

The glory of these autumn days.

Oh! meimory, as I weave my rhyme,

You bring me thoughts of the olden time; .
I'stand again in our cottage door,

And gaze on the scenes I loved of yore,

I can see the crooked orchard trees,

And theleaves that reached above the eaves,
With the maples turning from green to gold,
Scattering down their wealth untold,

And as 1 here the picture scan,

Knee-deep in the drifted leaves I stand.

Oh1! the hopes that I cherished then have fled,
With the withered leaves now lying dead,

But for flowers gone I will not grieve,

While I bind a wreath of these beauteous leaves,
For soon will end this gala day,

So gather the bright leaves while we may.
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SCANDAL SEED:

A woman to the holy father went,

Confes-ion of her sin was her intent;

And so her misdemeanors, great and small,

8he faithfully to him rehearsed them all;

And, chicfest in her catalogue of sin,

8he owned that she a tsle bearcr had been,

And borne a bit of scandsl up and down -

To all tne lyng iongued gossips in the town.

The holy fatuer for her other sin

Gran.ed tue absolution asked of him;

But while for all tae res. he pardon gave,

He told her this offense was very grave,

And to do fit peaauce she must go

Out by tue wayside where the thistles grow,

And gathering the largest, ripest one,

Scatter its sceds; and that when this was done,

She must come bick again anotuer day

To tell him his c)mman is she did obey.

The woman, thinking tois a penance light,

Hastened to do his will that very nigat,

Feeling rignt glad she had escaped so well,

Next day but one, she went the piiest to tell;

The pr.est sat stili and heard the story through,

Then sa:d, **There's somethiag siiil for you to do;

Thoss little thistles' seeds which you have sown,

1 bid you re-gather every one.”

The wom 1n said, “*But father, 'twould be vain

To try aad gaiher up tnose seeds again;

The winds Lave scattered them both far and wide
. Over the meadowed vale and mouatainsside.”

The father answered, *Now 1 hope from this

The lesson I have taught you wiil not miss;

You cunuot gather buck tue scatiered seeds, \

Which far and wide will grow to noxious weeds,

Nor can the mi:chicf once by scandal sown,

By auy penauce be agaia undone.” :

SHALL WE KNOW EACH OTHER
THERE?

Knowledge is the key which unlocks the
secret holds of nature and reveals to the world
what has been hidden away from the gaze of
men for unuumbered centuries. It also is the
key which uulocks the doors of the spirit world
and permits morials to look upon the taces ot
those they have numbered with the dead.
Kunowledge 18 the Paul Pry who discovers the
sevret outreaching of human atfection "and
somelimes etartles even the most self-confi-
deut and secretive, by publishing to the world
what was supposed to be known only to the
individual. ‘I'hereforeit can be truly said that
knowledge is power. To know a thing, places
the wdividual upon a sure foundation, a posi-
tion the tbeorist never reaches; hence the
real advaniage the Spiritualist has over those
who only theorize and believe, but are never
sure. The assertions ot Spiritualists may seem
extravagant to one not versed in the teachings
of Spintualism. With thew knowledge is the
ultimate. It makes no difference what route
they wavel, nor the means employed to arrive
aL facws ; it honorable means are employed and
persevered in, there 18 not one of the millions
now nnhabiung the earth but what could say
in reference o a fuluce siate, we know there
are no dead ; but life is hers, therée and every-
where, ior all \ime and through all eternities.

With thess preliminary thoughts, it will be
poted that we haye changed somewhat our
views regarding Lhis subject, being at all times
susceplible to truth when 1t could be demon-
strated, which was done in our case, and the
same vature of evidence will be furnished to
every one. No one person is an exceptional
characier before the Just Law-giver of the

universe, Every man, womau and ohild

stands upon a plane of equality, but in the
realm of spirituality and mental acquisitions
there are marked differences, and no one is
more sensible of this fact than the individuals
themselves. Men sit in judgment upon them-
selves and their own actions daily, but how
few really know what they are doing when
passing judgment upon certain acts of their
livea, The Christian theory h1s always been
and is to-day, that what we c1ll self judgment
is not the reasoning power and consciousness
of acting under the direction of some unseen

| intelligence, whose objeot and desire is to lead

the prisoner at the bar to a mental condition
whereby any wrong contemplated or commit-
ted will so baste their bare backs as to cause
them to make full reparation. It will be a
propitious moment when the fact§ of Spirita-
alism, now in the possession of 8 comparative
few, will be the property of the world. Men
have sapposed that so long as they were con-
cealed from mortal sight they weresafe, The
all-seeing eye is not so much teared as the eye
of an earthly friend. Butinsome cases our
dearest friends, those whose presence has done
the most to keep us in the path of rectitude
and honor, have passed to other conditions of
being. They are seen no more with the phys-
ical sight, and perchance they are only occa-
sionally remembered ; but yet they live and
have the use of all their meatal and compara-
ble qualities, They not only see what is being
done, but they know the nature which prompts
to the act indeed.

Statements of this kind may seem visionary
to all who would prefer to have them so, but
to the man of bonor the knowledge is a source
of pleasure.

Very few receive their just reward as they
journey on through hife. We kunow so little of
each other,and the oraving for knowledge
rans in more superficial channels ; it is glhtter
and show which moves the masses. But there
must needs be a balancing power. One man
who knows the principles and workings of
law can silence & multitude of speculations.
The negative elemeat is subject to the positive
in all cases. A person who says he knows and
can give a reason for his knowledge, is pre-
pared to do battle successfully against the
whole world ; while he who doubts and stam-
mers is like a dried leaf, driven about by every
wind that blows, with no resting place here or
there. :

The demonstrated faots relative to the im-
mortality of the soul, while shadowed out
by some of the sages of former ages, may yet
be truly considered as a something belonging
to this age. If the human soul could be read,
the ground work of modern Spiritualism would
be formed,but principally in theory. They did
not understand the laws of control any more
than some celebrated divines do to-day, and
for this reason we find very little in ancient or
modern history bearing upon this subject, and
we oan best compare the condition of the
spirit world during these ages with that class
of men who oppose every movement made in
the direction of organized corporate bodies
among spintualists, Tne spirit world could
never work effectually until after there had
been some definite plan of operation agreed
upon, It was essential to both mortals and

spirits that some basis of operation be agreed
upon ; each one must have confidence in the
truthfuloess and fidelity of the ocher.  With
such a platform to stand upon, effective work
becomes possible, with knowledge as the ulti-
mate,

The enjoyments of life are the natural ont.
growths of personal honor, confidence and
uust. In the company of strangers there is a
natural reserve or coolness.  Neither party
knows how far they may go and not feel that
they are intruding. The mind of man is not
an open hook to be read at all times and by
every one. There are laws of attraction, as
well as laws of repulsion. We are drawn to
gome, though we cannot tell why, and we re-
pel the advances of others, yet cannot give
any reason. The only reason that could be
given is, there is no attraction ; no channel of
sympathy drawing them together. They nev-
er learn to love each other.  Knowledge
under these circumstances is an impossibility,
and the same law must continue upless there
be a complete change in conditions and en-
vironments. To say that death destroys the
lawa of attraction and repulsion would be
false. Though changes take place, they are in
the outer and not in the interior soul of being.
Tterefore it cannot be 1aid down as a rule of
law that we shall all of us know each other
after the change of death takes place, any
more than we know each other here.

A person possessing a finely organized spir:
itual nature cannot fellowship with one of op-
posite traits of character. They may occupy
corresponding planes of mental influence, but
their fields of labor will bein different direc-
tions. The difference in organic structure
makes them strangers to each other. And
here we will point out & few of the fallacies in
the Christian religion. ’

The Christian claims that death destroys all
barriers between s8uls providing they are af
one faith, no matter how divergent were their
views before the cbange occurred. Being
brought into what they are pleased to term
the presence of God, all feeling of selfishness is
lost, and ther love for the whole human fam-
ily increased. Buat how oan this be when the
God before whom they now stand is lacking in
these qualifications? It would be equivalent
to saying that men possessed more love and
charity than the power oreating them. For
we are told that beyond the river of death
there can be no reparation and no forgiveness
of sins.” It will been seen that the position is
unalterable. Those who have passed on to
spirit life returo, and by their reported state-
ments refute all such acoounts ; and if traced
far enough it will be found that they originat-
ed in the human mind. Men endow their
God with their own natures, only enlarged and
intensitied. ,

Shall we know each other there? The
meaning is:—In spiriv life shall we be as ome
family? We answer most emphatically, no!
but we shall know those who know us. It is
supposed that there will be a reunion of fami-
lies in spirit life. They may all meet, but
we know there are in earth life families as
widely separated in tastes, thoughts and babits
as the north pole is from the south pole j there
is no mutual bond of sympathy between them
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To compel such persons to live in the same
oonditions, to breathe“the same atmosphere,
would be equal to the tortures ot the Spanish
inquisition, )

Nature has provided a place for every one,
but leaves her work in an unfinished state.
She provides houses but it belongs to those
who occupy them to beautify and adorn them.,
Nature gives to men seed time and harvest,
bat if men neglect to plant seed they will not
receive any returos therefrom. Man is a fac-
tor in the economy of things. He has his
place in the world and he must fill his position
or be looked upon as a failure. Opposite men-
talities can never blend, because they cannot
know each other. A great many people seem
to think that Jesus is waiting with outstretch
ed arms to receive them, but in mind and soul
there is & gulf between them, so wide and
deep that not even the love of God can span,
and they may be very pure minded, conscien-

“tious people, according to their inherited qual-
ities, but they cannot know anythiog about
Jesus. They may have a fancy mental picture,
baut like all pictures, they can be improved up-
on by more skilled artists.

There are perhaps as many widely diverg-
ing views a8 to the conditions of spirits as
upon any one matter which men have to deal
with ; and it will be safe to conclude that
outside &Y Spiritualism nine-tenths of the ideas
expressed are dpeculation, borrowed from fan-
oy, that never can be realized, and would be a
curse instead of a blessing if they could be.
When faots are sought for, very little atten-
tion will be given to the adverse opinions of
others. Faots are the foundation pillars upon
which trath rests, and when certain principles
have been found true there is no power in un.
truth thas can alter or change the facts. Spir-
itualism has run the gauntlets of public opin-
ion, and despite all anjust ecriticism it con-
tinues to grow and has become a power in the
realm of religious philosophies and scientific
thought.

Thas far the spirit world has led the way,
and there may be some things which need ex-
planation. We all know that next to God’s
love comes mother’s love. Should she have
one of her babes taken away from her in in-
fanoy, neither time nor change of condition can
eradioate the image of the lost one from her
mind though years pass away and her once
glossy locks have turned gray, Ler step once so
elastic has grown slow and unsteady; yet
her mind is as clear and she can describe

any feature of that child as perfectly as

thongh it was but yesterday that it was with
her. She knows how the child look-
ed. Bat according to the Christian theoryofa
future ife her babe, though many years have
passed away, is to her a babe still; for growth
in stature is not taught by any class of religion-
ists, outside the ranks of Spiritualism. This
Christian doctrine is therefore not only mis-
leading, but it is subversive of human hap-
piness. With a correct view of things no one
would expeoct a child to remain as such ' eter-
nally ; there must be growth in stature as well
ssin mind. Any faculty having a special
part to enact in the drama of life, must by
exercise and application progress towards ma-
turity. Thisis true of spirit life, as well as in

the earth life, for there comes no particular
change to the individual.

We shall know those who have passed on
to epirit life as they are, not as they were;
and mortals must learn to look upon these
matters rationally. It is the pride of parents’
hearts to see their children grow in beauty
and strength ; they watch their every step
from iofancy to matarity. The growing
child feels the necessity of parental ocounsel
and companionship ; and when there is 8 mu-
tual blending of the affectional natures of both
parents and children, there is not power enongh
in the world to separate them. The law of
attraction is one of the strongest known to
science or law, and it will make no difference
how many years may intervene between the
physical death of two or more persons in whom
there is such a blending of forces as we have
cited. They will know each other in spirit
life, because they know each othernow. There
friendship is not subject to the mutations of
atmosphere or changes of fancy. It may be
said of them, they have two hearts that beat
as one. Parents who have lost children must
not expect to meet them as children in spirit
life, unless both cross the stream at the same
time ; but keeping the image of loved ones
engraven upon our hearts will strengthen the
circle of soul affection, binding together spirit
and mortal for time and eternity.

“There will be no sorrow there,” says the
poet, but it is evident his words were not in-
spired by angels ; for they know that sorrow
is a8 natural to mankind as joy. We could
ot reach true happiness unless we knew by
experience the effects of nnhappiness. Spirits
have their joys and sorrows, their moments of
sadness and their hours of gladness. How
can 1t be otherwise seeing, they are human?
There is pleasure in anticipating the meeting
of friends long separated, and the joy felt will
be greatest to the recently released mortal;
for though scores of years have passed since
the first change took place, the spirit has
never lost sight of the mortal. They have
traveled side by side through all the vicissi
tudes of life, but the eyes of the mortal have
been closed and the spirit has not been seen.
Many of the expressions made by departing
souls are tokens of surprise to them,—it is the
opening of their spiritual vision and they see
that they are surrounded by crowds of wit-
nesses. There is no longer any hesitancy
about leaving one coundition for snother. Ina
moment of time the immortality of the soul is
made clear, and that closes the long mortal
strain of trying to find out “if a man die will
be live again ?” The problem of problems is
solved.

The question is frequently asked, will there
be a continuance of present family relation-
ship in spirit life? We answer yes, and no.
Where there is soul attraction there will be
no separation, but when that element is lack-
ing there can be no reunion. Ties of blood do
not in a true sense constitute family relation-
ship ; only the true relationship of souls con-
tinues. Union of the sexes from convenience
or from mercenary motives is only a union of
the interests affected ; they are earthly and
end with the death of the body ; there can be
no excuse for continuing them; the purposes

for which they were enacted are fulfilled. Both
parties are aa free in spirit as though they had
never known each other, becanse there was no
soul attraction binding them together. And
the same law obtains in relation to children.
There are 1n the natural order of things many
beautiful lessons that are profitable if studied
carefully angphonestly, and what may appear
unjust from a Christian standpoint will be
found just and equitable when joined in har-
mony with natare and law.
Leonipas Poirk.

The London Christian World publishes a
series of letters, from one of which we clip the

following:

Of what use is it to tell people a world of
things of which they never heard and ecan
form no idea? Our great and delightful
writer, Washington Irving, tells us of a great
Dutch preacher, who really deserves;to be held
in immortal honor, not only as a pulpit orator,
but as one who knew how to do 1t. For a
long time the village had been discoursed to
by a preacher who described the joys of heav-
en after the approved fashion of ceasing from
sin, singing, playing upon harps, walking in
white, etc., ete. The church was empty and
continued empty until this new orator came,
who tried quite another tack. He showed
how heaven was a place of canals, and the
new Jerusalem cut up into beautiful dykes ;
and how the “places prepared” there were in
the most approved fashion of Datch houses,
shining with paint, varnish and glazed tiles,
into which should “enter nothing that defiled
or made” any kind of dirt—horse nor ass, nor
dog, nor cat; and where the pleasant years of
the long eternity should be spent in scrubbing
and rubbing, washing and painting. The
church was crowded, and all the good house-
wives turned their faces Zionward. Did not
this great preacher know what he was about,
and 1llustrate that great principle of all good
acting, putting people on good terms with
themselves ?

Mr. Spurgeon recently made a very witty
speech before the London Baptist association.
Among other things he proposed to fouud a
society for “bigots,” for everybody who be-
heved anything nowadays was a “bigot.” In
ridiculing the over-niceness and fastidiousness
of some ministers, he told a story of a venera-
ble divine who said that “Jonah was three days
and three nights in—the society of a fishl”

Not long since Father Shipman told a good
anecdote of the Rev. Dr. Strong. That witty
divine, in his earlier days, was candidating in
some place and was told that his services wounld
no longer be required. On asking the reason
he was told that the people thought he favor-
ed the dootrine of universal salvation. “Gen-
tlemen,” replied Mr. Strong. “I am not aware
that I-have ever preached the dootrine of uni-
versal salvation, nor do I think I shall ever
preach it, but if I ever do, I promise to make
this parish an exception!”

—_—————
TRE DEAD CHILD.

How often I live over that hour in which a
precious one struggled with the angel Death,
“Ob, papa ! thisis the river. Beautiful! Beau-
tiful ] Let us sing,.*Yes we'll gather at the
r-i-v—,and the water hushed his voice forever.
There is a drawer, a sacred drawer, and fold-
ed away are tiny things as sacred as a shrine,
and each has a voice, 8ad but ever sweet,
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LINES TO A RAY OF LIGHT.

O, thou beautiful ray of light,

Coming from that great orb so bright,
Ninety-five millions of miles away,

To disperse our darkaess and give us the day.

Your journey was male in few moments of time,
Through r~gions of space or matter refined :

Did you stop on your way some new comet, to trace,
Or to see if some planet wora out, L 3 erased.

You glad 1en earth’s children, you come with good
cheer,

On the wings of fresh morn and in brightness ap-
pear,

We thank you, kind ray, as love’s mission you fulfll,

In obedience to 1aw, by which nothing sfandsstill.

O, tell us somewhat of that grand orb, your home,
Ags it stands in its majesty seeming alone.

Do vegetables, animals, men there have birth,
And do they live and die like those of this earth ?

Did your grand orb have its birth

With the planets, or was it evolved first ?

Was it from nebulous matter formed,

And how came itin such glory to be adorned ?

What is that brightness that dazzles our eye,
And those clear corruscations it throws in the sky?
What are those dark spots we see on its disc,
Are they caused by convulsions, turmoil and strife?

Do not the planets that roll round your home

Give and take from it while traveling alone ?

And when in clusters they approach your bright
sphere,

Is not the power greater than when one is near ?

1s this why our carth Is 8o convulsed to-day,

By earthquake, cyclone and electric display,
Causing this glorinus agitation in thought,

Of which our earth to-day is so nobly fraught ?
Do the roaming comets, the great and the small,
Ever assist you or make you a call ?

What elements compose both nucleus and tail, '
And when they appear have we reasen to quail ?

0, did you pass through what we mortals call space ?

Through the azure blue on your earthward race,

Were our loved ones in those beautiful spheres,

Have they dwelt there in love all these many, many
years ?

If so0, could you feel their breath of love,

As it comes down to us in showers from above,
Was your light too material for them to see,
As you darted by them in your joyful glee ?

Answer, I pray, thou lovely bright ray,

Those questions we think of so much in this day,
The earth is alive and the cause we would trace,
Of all nature’s phenomena coucerning our race.

@ood bye, little ray, O, where will you stay,

‘When the curtains of night shut out the bright day ?
I know you'll stay somewhere, that surely must be,
As nothing is lost in eternity.

F. E B.

—_————

THE INFLUENCE OF MUSIC.

All the religions of the world were born of
poetic parentage. Turn wheresoever you
may and you will find a musical element large-
ly predominating in the natures of all " men ;
and were all other means of grace denied
them they would sing their way ont of a life
of care into a world of divine beauty and
song. . That man does not exist but what can
be brought into harmony with nature by the
influence of music. No matter how low down
in the scale of manhood he may have fallen,
his former sensibilities can be reached and
made to keep time with the charms of musioc,
Argument appeals _to man’s reason ; music
goes beyond this ; it stirs up the affectional
nature and brings them in sympathy with rest

of mankind. In the case of a criminal, it seems
to recall days of long ago, when innocence was
stamped upon every feature and when joy
blossomed in the soul like a rose in June., Not
only does the soul of man respond to strains
of music, but even the animal kingdom is
largely affected and is more easily subdued by
1t.

It is but a few yearssince the tuning fork
was the only instrument possessing a musical
sound permitted in any of the Protestant
churches. The violin was regarded as an em-
issary of the evil one and was debarred the
means of grace allowed the tuning fork. The
Roman church was not 8o sensitive, but know-
ing that there were charms in music, cultiva-
ted that element among their worshippers, and
made it an important feature in the religious
services ; and we all know what the <effect
has been. Men, women and children are at-
tached to the Catholic church by their musio
quite as much asto listen to the recital of masses
or the eloquence of the priest. Dispense with
musio in the Catholic church, and there would
be as much confusion as is said to have ocour-
red at the building of the tower of Babel.

At a recent meeting of the Presbyterian
Synod, there was an attempt made to banish
all instrumental music from religious services
held by that society ; and the basis of argu-
ment against music was that God had not so
directed its use. But the opposition was too
strong, and so for a time things will be per-
mitted to take their usual course. But sap-
posing that the church should confine itself
strictly to what the bible does teach, what
would be the future prospeots of mankind ? or
suppose both church and state shoumld ig-
nore the lessons taught by nature and experi-
ence and by the demands of society ; the result
would be areturn to the days of primitive
ignorance. As the matter stands at the pres-
ent time, the church is five hundred years be-
hind the age Who desires to see polygamy
sapercede monogamy ? Who wants to see
human slavery restored? Who would be
happy knowing that all the advantages now
enjoyed by the use of the telegraph, the use of
steam machinery of all kinds? Who would
fall down upon their knees and thank God
that all scientific attempts and inventions had
been legislated out of use? Would the aver-
age citizen of civilized countries enjoy having
some one thrumming upon a harp and sicging,
and the harpist dancing before a procession 1n
the manner King David did? Imagine for a mo-
ment the procession crossing for the first time
the bridge recently completed in your largest
cities, and the President of the United States
leading the procession in a nude state playing
upon a harp, and yvet such things are reported
in the bible with God as its reputed author.
We think the people who witnessed the grand
pageant would much prefer listening to a good
band of musie, playing modern melodies.

The influence of music cannot be estimated,
and if offensive to Deity, he has the power to
silence it ; but so long as he does not, some
recommend its oultivation and continuance.
Let the church discard it if she is 8o inclined ;
the masses will encourage it and it is easy to
determine to whom the people will congregate.

When we are asked to revive the good old

days of bible history and conclude to do so,
we must accept what we find there, If our
sense of modesty is shocked, we must bear it ;
if by so doing we can add to the glory of God
and the upbuilding ot his cause upon the earth.
We must throw away all scientific attaicments,
and useful improvements must be cast aside,
because they have a tendency to the exaltation
of genius in mau. Itis said God gave King
David the plans of the temple afterwards
built by his son Solomon, but who gave the
gentile nations the plans for building their
costly temples of worship. Has it ever been
known when God refused to accept any of the
buildings dedicated to hin? Has he not
grown rich upon the hard earned money of
the poor? Does he ever pay them any inter-
est apon their investments in church property?
We do not remember ever to have heard of a
dividend declared or a check given. Does he
assist in the support of governments? Does
he pay any insurance upon his property £
Does he contribute to the funds for the sup-
port of a police force to guard his property P
Does he not acoept their services without com-
pensation ? Has he not done so through all
time and in all countries? This may seem to
the warm-hearted, religious devotee saorile-
gious , but is what we have here stated not
true ? - Is not the Jehovah of the bible the
most aristooratic ruler the world Jas ever
known? Having been emancipated from
such slavish dominion do we want to be again
brought under his rule? Rather give us in-
creased advantages for leaving. Give the
world more railroads, more steamboats, more
telegraphio lines, more telephones, more scien-
tific improvements in machinery of all kinds;
but at least give the world more and bet-
ter music? Give the people anything that
will make themn better citizens, more charitable
and benevolent, with_less desire to harshly
oriticise and pass judgment upon their fellow-
men.

Whatever is natural to a man, if it does not
infringe upon the rights of his fellow-man, he
bas the legitimate right to allow full scope
to any gift possessed. The church claims this
right as well as Spiritualists, They profess to
have a channel opéned through and by which
God announces his selections of men to repre-
sent him ; and if we were to question the ve-
racity of those set apart no greater offense
could be committed. But we want to ask a
very simple question: Gentlemen, how do you
know that it is God calling you? May it not
be the evil one? Tell us how you know that
you are called to perform a specific work ? By
what authority do you place yourselves before
the world as the interpreters of Deity? - Do
you hold communion with him? If so, how
and when? Do you know whether he has an
ear for musio or not, and if so, how did you
learn it? Have you ever listened to his sing-
ing? Ishe a skillful harpist? Is hea judge
of good music? Let the world know the re-
sults of your investigations ; for if you are am.
bassadors of the Most High, you must have
reveived your credentials from the celestial
courts. We want to see them before you
can be acceptable. The mystery of Godliness
is 8 good thing to use as a cloak to cover up
our ignorance, but we are dealing in facts to-
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day. Every man is upon the witness stand,
and the testimony given is being weighed and
what is worthless is being cast to the  winds.
All that is beneficial is garnered up and put to
practical use.

Music enters largely into all forms and sys-
tems of worship, and a religious service with-
out it would be of very little benefit to those
who listened. The average church goer is as
deeply interested in the musical part of church
exercises as they are in the sermon, and a pub-
lio speaker who has no music in his soul had
better retire from the ministry before he is
asked to resign. Now this natural outgrowth
of the soul in rong is a part of man’s inherited
nature and it makes no difference where you
place him he will sing, and we contend that
there is just as much real devotion in music as
there is in prayer.

Bat if instrumental music is offensive to
Deity, believing as the chnstian claims to be
lieve, that in him there is not a shadow of
tnrning, and accepting the bible as his reveal-
ed will, what relationship exists between God
and the angels and elders, who chant his
praises continunally ?  The generally accepted
idea is that every angel is a ekilled harpist ;
and night and day they sing and shout “hos-
annas to the Highest,” and those who cannot
sing shout amen ! So by the nature of things
there must be young and inexperienced npil-
grims, as well as the more proficient ; hence
there must be degrees or grades of music in
heaven and hell as upon earth. An angel who
has thrummbed a harp for a thousand years
shounld have obtained greater proficiency than
an angel new born, though they may not be
one-half 8o zealous ; and if the soft mellow
tunes of an organ played by skilled hands is
an offense to Deity, what of the angelic harp-
ists? Hashe an ear for their music, and
none for his earthly children’s? Is there so
great a difference between the ®hildren of a
common parent as some would have us believe?

There seems to be a desire on the part of
some religious persons to ignore material
things altogether ; to think of earthly matters
as sinful; bat to love the beautiful of earth is
an offense against God. Hence when entering
the sanctuary of the Most High, all things per-
taining to the world must be banished from
the mind and in place of the beautiful you
must paint a hell with millions writhing in an-
guish, gnashing their teeth and calling upon
God to send some one to relieve them. In-
stead of a true idea of heaven the mind must
contract itself until it can only see in the dis-
tance a little garden-spot and & parrow path
leading thereto. If there was ever any music
in a human soul such conceptions of divine
goodness would turn it to gall and bitterness,
discord and inbarmony. The finest organism
ever brought forth from the womb of mother na-
ture would come to loathe itself and curse its
creator. We ask what can be the essential
difference between music produced by an in-
strument and that of the haman voice. Both
keyed upon the same letters? If one is an of-
fense to Deity, the other must be, for we have
thesame time and melody.

The quality of music produced depends up-
on the performer, either vocal or instrumental;
but if moved by an invisible power to chantor

play something which stirs the soul and sets
the whole frame in motion, who shall deter-
mine whether the influence is from above or
below? We judge peoplg by their motives.
If one man can worship God with his feet bet-
ter than with his head, he should use his feet,
and there need be no doubt as to the result.
But such an one has no right to say the whole
world ought or must learn to dance. This is
a private matter with the individual. If one
man finds himself moved to put on a garment
of sackeloth, let him do it until he learns better.

The world advances toward the beautiful
with slow and uncertain tread. People are
afraid to let go the old lest they may not grasp
firmly the new, or that 1t may not be suflicient
for them. Bat having passed from a state of
uncertainty to a condition where knowledge
obtains, no one possessing ordinary intelligence
would ever think of retracing their steps again,
and yet this 18 just what these astute clergy-
men desired should be done. They ask to have
us discard all instrumental music from religious
worship, reinstating again the antiquated tun-
ing fork.

There are charms in music that cannot be
produced by any other power. When the
heart is 8ad and the head bowed in grief, the
charms of music will lift the clouds of griet
and chase away the shadows which dim the
pathway of life. There are divers places where
music i8 indispensable and one of these places
is the spiritnal seance. There is nothing else
in the known world that harmonizes a homo-
geneous mass as readily as music. Every Spir-
itualist knows that without music little could
be done in making conditione when physical
or other forms of manifestation are expected.
Therefore it behooves every spiritualist to cul-
tivate this faculty ; if they have only one tal-
ent make that one tell to the glory of a re.
deemed bumanity. In all Spiritual gatherings
music forms an important feature, though
sometimes crude and inharmonious to a cultured
ear. But if thesoul can find no other form ot
expression, there need be no fears of being
cast off when God’s jewels are counted.

There has been no mistake made in saying
man was formed to be what heis at the present
time. Every step of the way has been in ac-
cord with natural laws. Every new genera-
tion has carried forward what was fittest to
survive from previous generations, and any
faculty now possessed has been used and add-
ed to year after year until the present became
a possibility. It is all folly to attempt to
block the wheels of progress at the present
time. It might have been done years ago,
but the track isin such complete working order
that no ‘matter how much some of the more
devout ones may desire to see a change back-
ward, thatis like too many of the public
prayers ; and there is no one to listen to such
appeals within this world nor in that to come.

The present is notably a scientific age.
Having got through theorizing, men bave set-
tled down to practical demonstration; improve-
ment aud invention are the watchwords of the
nineteenth century. Nor is it possible to di-
rect all human energies into one channel ?
Every life is a stream from the natural foun-
tain, starting out on a journey alone, either to
become a blessing to the world, or a clod that

no one can or will respect, A well ordered
life is & blessing to the world. Every man
who becomes a practical teacher adds to the
wealth of nations. When we look over the
records of the illustrious dead, we find the
names of Mozart, Beethoven,Handel and Hay-
den like shinjng stars in the firmament above
us, and we ask why those men are not forgot-
ten, or why are they referred to as authority,
as though it was but yesterday that they left
the shores of mortal life for the immortal.
They sang themselves into the music-loving
souls of men and those who honor their mem-
ories most will have the pleasure of listening
to those celebrated authore as they chant the
musical exercises in spirit life.

It is very mortifying to feel that any body
of men in this age would attempt to cheat the
being they pretend to serve out of the most
acceptable part of Christian worship ; but
what can be expected of men who claim that
only the elect can be saved? Robbery is a
crime against the laws of all civilized lands ;
but he who robs the soul of its enjoyments is
twice guilty.

The objeot we had in view in introducing
this subject is to remind the Spiritualists of
this age that while they may attain a little of
worldly popularity by mingling in the devotions
with such men as they who advocate the
suppression of instrumental music in charches;
they must needs sacrifice their honor and their
manhood by so doing. A clear conscience is
the greatest blessing any one can enjoy ; and
that can only be secured by exercising those
rights which nature has bestowed upon man-
kind. There are men so organized they cannot
serve God only through the stereotyped forms
of the ancients. To the man of the present
there is musioc in the shrill tones of a steam
engine, because it tells him that the world is
moving, that the trains of cars attached are
bringing thousands of happy souls towards
the setting sun, where they can find homes for
their little ones. When we think of priest
ridden Ireland and other Catholic countries
flocking to the shores of America, we can en-
ter into the enjoyment, as they listen to the
sounds of the steamers’ wheels striking the
waters of the ocean. There is music in those
sounds to them, for they feel that every revo-
lution carries them nearer the land of freedom.
So it is with the traveler leaving the theologi-
cal shores of the past. Every thought is an
aspiration. They no longer look down into
the surging waves below them; but upward
and onward toward that goal where art and
music blend in sweet accord, their gaze is fix-
ed. Let us have more and better musie. It
is soul food and heavenly manna to every as-
pirant for a higher and better life.

T. Starr King,

—Every human being has a work to carry on
within, duties to perform abroad, influence to
exert, which are peculiarly his, and which no
conscience but his own can teach.

—Man 18 nothing without an object; that
alone calls out the activity of his powers. In
an objeot he sees himself as in a mirror ; his
object is his own revealed being.—[Feuerbach,
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PRINCIPLES OF EVOLUTION AP-
PLIED TO SPIRITUALISM,

The study of spiritnalism not only unfolds
the secret forces of nataure now, but carries us
back to primitive times, and a voice like one
speaking from out the misty clouds, says:
Would you learn the origin and destiny of
human existence, you must begin with cell hife
and trace the growth of man through all the
varietions and stages of being, up to the present.
As a religion, spiritnalism diflers widely from
the more popular theories of to-day. Instead
of directing all human energies to soul saving,
paying little respect to body building, it be-
gins first with the body; and its theory is,
that when you get a healthy body and a well
balanced brain, the soul or spirit of the indi-
vidual is in no great danger of being lost.

The opponents of sl)"-ritualism see nothing in
its pheromena to interest them, for the reason
they lock at1t in the same light that they do
their own religion, as outward show—with
temples—an idle priesthood, and a vain glorying
in the merits of another. Hence it possesses
nothing beautiful and 1rue to them, and they
bcastingly ask where is the evidence of your
saperior attainments? Where are your
schools, colleges, horpitals and asylums?
Spiritualism in its modern yhages is thirty-five
years old, and one arks, what has it done for
the amehoration of the human race? Iu has
bioken the shackles which pcpular religions
have uscd to bind and enslave the world. It
has given the world a religion founded upon
facts; it has umted the divine with the human;
and is fast making one family of all men. I»
it a blessing to demonstrate the soul’s immor-
tality, or are such demonstrations to be count-
ed for naught ?

If man was a created being the creative
power would be responsible for its work ; the
created could not justly be held account-
able for thought or action ; the cration of
heaven and hell would be an arbitrary act ;
and the demands made upon mankind would
beas unjust a¢ they would be arbitrary. Spirit-
ualism steps in and says man is not a creation,
but is the result of forces in nature, working in
and upon him, developing those finer or spirit-
ual powers which he has been endowed with.
The interior forces of 8 man grow and expand
as the flowers blooms in spring time, and as
experience proves that some seasons are more
productive of flowers and plants than others,
g0 there are seasons in which the soul grows
and unfolds with greater rapidity than in
others. If asked to explain in detail all these
things we could not do so, because we are not

“possessed of infinite power or intelligence. We
can only judge from effects, and then exercise
our best judgment in tracing out the cause
producing them. Just why spiritualism was
for 8o long a time hidden from the world, is
not for us to say, but we can venture an opinion
and if it seems reaconable it should be accept-
ed thus far. But of this we are assured, that it
man had been created according to the account
given in Genesis, there would have been-no
spiritualiem in the world to-day, nor religion of
any kind. A thing made is so far is the
maker is concerned, a finished piece of work.
1f the msker is supreme in knowledge to every
one else, there could be noimprovements made

and as God is supposed to be infinite in all
things; whatever is done by him is well done,
man could not improve upon it. .But when
we take a survey of things we find nothing
retaining its primitive condition. All along the
line of human travel we see the genius of man
displayed in improving upon what God is said
to have made perfect at the beginning. Look
at the barren wastes of country left by nature
in the primitive state, not even affording shel-
ter for beasts or birds; but by the genius of
man they have been transferred into gardens
and are now teeming with vegetation. The
horticulturist has developed the wild forest
rose and made it one of the most beautiful of
garden ornaments. From a single bulb we
have now countless varieties of bulbs and plants.
In the animal kingdom in their i rimitive state
they were all wild and at war with mankind.
but man has tamed them so that they are his
most obedient servants; showing that there
were natural forces, implanted in each specier
ubjeet to improvement and development, and
there is no proof that man ever received any
direct revelation as to the ways and means to
he employed to bring these things about. But
the changes have been wronght and man in en-
titled to the credit for doing so much for the
benefit and welfare of his race.

If we are asked to expiain from whom man
derived his spiritual powers, we can only
answer they were born in him. We can find
no beginning to any thing. We cannot say
when mind originated, but we know that so
far back as we can trace the race of men we
tind that in their most crude state thev
thought some were controlled by mental pow-
ers, but not as we see things to-day. The ad-
vanced condition in which men live to day, is
the result of evolutionary forces implanted in
them, They have simply complied with the
law of their being, and by so doing they have
arisen to a state of mentality that their earlier
predecessors could never have dreamed of; the
stretch of imagination would have been too
much for them. They would have become lost
in the wilderness of thought,and not having
any one to guide them, they would have said as
the materialist of to-day says: beyond the
present there can be nothing, because we can-
not see beyond present surroundings.

The spiritual faculties of man are as much a
growth as the physical body. The body could
pot reach a state of maturity unless it was sup-
plied with the requisite food, air and water to
make blood, bone, and muscle. Certain con
ditions of a physical nature demand special
supplies. The mind of man would never learn
to master the problems of life without the
necessary elements upon which it can*feed and
draw sustenance; but when it is furnished
with all the requicites, growth follows as a
patural result. The reason the present is in
advance of primitive ages is owing to a greater
demand and supply of mental food, and the
supplies are not the result of revelation but of
studied effort. We first feel a ¢raving for
something not possessed, and are forced to
make inquiries into the nature of these de-
mands for the supplies necessary to suit each
individual case. Now the Christian claims that
God by some mysterious power operates upon
man, making him to feel the need of certain

kinds of food; but we find the same thing in
animals and plants; hence we assert that the
Christian theory is not true, for there is noth-
ing spiritual to man only so far as he differs in
nature and tastes from animals and plants,
And we see that when there is no effort made
by man himself he never gets above and be-
yond his animal ipstincts,

The moment a child begins to reason the
first inquiry is—where did I come from, and
who am I, how long am I going .to live, and
when I die is that all there is of me? These
are inborn qualities of mind that are peculiarly
human; there 18 something back of this that
the eye of man cannot see. They can only
read in the mind of the child what was in their
mind when they were children, but having
passed from childhood they have broader views
regarding themselves and of the world sur-
rounding them. Evolution in a materialistic
sense is a misnomer.  There can be no develop-
ment in what is called matter without first
mind action, else we would be creatures of
chance, living in a world of chances. Law
and action are results of mind action, and if
the world is governed by law and there is order
n all these movements of things, that proves
the existence of miund ; because if things were
left to chance or fate, the world would be a
wilderness where now we see beauty and fertil-
ity. What weare to-day is a result of law.
It has taken millions ot years to bring therace
lo its present state of development. Every
age has contributed to make the present age
what it is, and we have not come to a stopping
place yet. The religious views of the world
are not now what they were one hundred years
ago, ,though there are those who olaim that
man’s religious instinets can bear only a cer-
tain amount of enlightenment. When he
reaches that pivotal point it is presumptive for
them to attempt to go any farther. No matter
how far they®may go in other matters, in re-
ligion they must stop at the last verse of the
book of Revelation. Hence if these views ob-
tain we can only travel in a circuit. Death
will findflus just where we started in child-
hood, and so on from age to age, never getting
beyond a certain point. But the better class
of thinkers refuse to stop. They say let us go
further; let us search into the mysteries of
life, let us feed our minds on the food they
crave, regardless of what men may say or books
define.

All true devotion has its origin in the spirit-
ual forces of man and as these forces become
nnfolded, as they must if the mind is left free
to act in accord with its own and nature’s
promptings, greater degrees of spirituality will
be obtained. If devotion was as some would
have us believe it to be, of mushroom growth,
the presumption would be that its life would
correspond with its birth; but experience
teaches a different doctrine. Now men reach
an eminent position not by spasmodic bound,
tut by slow growth and perseverance. When
we go back to the earlier histories of the race
we find very little spirituality manifesting
itself,  Only in individual cases do we find any
recorded. The masses were grossly material
and sensual, delighting in blood and carnage;
their worship was directed to Gods like them-
selves. Truesoul devotion must be akin to
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nature, and' the farther we wander away from
natare, the further are we removed from the
power which, acting in and through us, draws
us nearer to the central soul of the unmiverse.
The Christian worships a God outside of him-
self. Spiritualists find their God within, and
feel it their duty to make their outer lives cor-
Tespond to the teachings of this intenor power.
We have stated that spiritualism is a growth,
but where did the germ come from, and how
has it been developed? These are questious
which are of interest to every ome whether
recognized as such or not ; we hold that the
spiritual germ is co-existent with life—it is the
life force which causes us to be. There will
be no disputing that tact; but when we at-
tempt to prove or trace it back to its fountain
head, we are met with countless numbers of ifs
and reasonings from ‘as many different sources.
“There is no trouble with the Christian for they
will believe any theory if it only hinges upon
the oreative theory of Moses. They hold that
the sapirit foree which is the real person, was
breathed into man after he had been moulded
out of clay; but if we read the narative aright
. and comprehend its meanings, it does not say
the spirit was breathed into man, but it was
simply the respirating ' organs which were set
in motion, and the narrative further states that
he became a living soul ; and so he became 8
living body as well. Bat the narative says
God said let us make man in our own image.
Now it is fair to suppose that in the oreation
every thing was sapplied, body, soul, epirit,
lacking ouly the motive power to set this piece
of machinery in motion. While we do not be
lieve in creation of any kind, yet there is un-
derlying this orude story a grain of trath, and
when we take into consideration the ignorance
of the world at the time this story was written
we can see very clearly how easy it was for
such errors to occur, and being labeled holy,
they grew in strength until they beocame the
the belief of nations; but had the esame story
been read in any other book, the author wonld
have been declared a fool and this would have
been the end of both narrative and parrator.
We hold that the spiritual germ in man is &
part of the universal life force which furnishes
life and motion toevery thing that is, that had
its existence before man, bat reaches its high
-est status of development in man. Here is the
pith of the Bible story where God said let us
make a man 1n our own image., It is in spirit
that man reaches his highest state of develop
ment. The body, like the plant, serves its
specified purpose in forming the workshop in
which spirit forces carry forward their work,
and when that work is completed the spirit
has o further use for it, and it drops out of
the race and is buried out of sight. But what
of the spirit? That still lives on. But the ma-
terialist says no; when the body dies all that
was known a8 man, save the record he has left
after him, is ended for ever. How do they
know this, can they prove it ? If so, we would
be pleased to have them do so. Egotism
reaches its most sublime heights 1 the man
who makes a statement that he cannot prove,
#nd at the same time asserts that it is a faot.
Every person at one time in their lives had
confidence in the dootrine of a future life. Al
who have not the confidence now, have

through stady brought themselves to believe
the opposite. It 18 in most instances simply a
matter of belief with them. Not one can say
they koow anything about it. It is in one
sense strange how far a man can be oarried
on the wings of his own imagination. Some
fill heavens and people them with the elect,
others build hells and they can see the meet-
ing and hear the cursing of the dammned ; but
it is all in the imagination. No one has re-
turned from such a heaven and none ever wil:;
uveither has any one escaped from hell and
given any account of it.

But the materialist is qunite as imaginativ e
as his brother the Christian, only it runs in an-
other groove, that is all the difference. The
former professes to believe the evolution doo-
trine true, but in order to make it apply to man
they are forced to the conclusion that there is
no such thing as soul or spirit that man is mat-
ter only. The Christian attempts to make
evolution harmonize with creation, but stops
all progress with the death of the physical body.
We see very little to choose between the two,
and find neither hypothesis presenting any-
thing rational. As both deny the ability of a
spirit who has passed out of the body, we fail
to see what they have as a basis to rest their
theories upon, but assumption.

The dootrine of KEvolution sustains the
theory of the survival of the fittest, but in the
hands of the materialists, it is only applied to
physical bodies, while the spiritualists see its
application equally tenable when applied to
the; spirit—to religion. The apirit of man 18
most fit to sarvive the changes of dissolution-
The life of plants and vegetables may be reab-
sorbed—ocarried forward and made more per-
fect—and finely reaching the human, which is
the ultimate, Evolution is-equally applicable
in religion and politics. The present develop
ments of the age in a religious sense, prove
conclusively that old forms of religion are
dving ont and more liberal and advanced con-
ceptions are taking the place, but we do not
think that there will be a total desiraotion of
present systems. What is non-essential or
what has doneits work in them will be sloughed
off and the new adopted, in which spiritual-
ism will be an all important factor. The Bible
will not be cast aside as of no use, but the
people will learn to read it with more compre-
hensive views than heretofore.

Thetide of human affairs is setting in favor
of an enlightened humanity. The glorification
of God must include the ennoblement of man,
who will no longer look upon themselves as
outcasts and aliens, but as children having au
isberitance in their Father’s estate. Evolution
means progress forever, The body that dies,
paises through a process of chemical mauta-
tions, is redistributed; again is taken up, and
appears in other formes. Thus what is recog
nized as the body of one man may through
these changes appear in a number of bodies.
But the spirit, being non-distributable, pro-
ceeds in the line of its material unfoldings.
The length of time required to bring alow de
based spirit up to the higher standing of men-
tal attainments must depend largely "upoa its
inherent qualities, Some men are vicious be-
cause born with those qualities, or become so
through association, Change their conditions

or environments and you change their whole
lives. But it is unwise to defer this work until
after death. What can be done before should
be done at once. Men may as well begin
their work to day as to leave it for a more
favorable opportunity. 1n .spirit life we know
no time su valuable as the present. The past
is beyond recall, Of the future we can only
speculate and lay plans, but a8 we have before
stated, every moment of time has its cares and
responsibility. It is wrong to attempt to
crowd into to-morrow what can be done to-day.
The more active we are, whether spirits or
mortals, the more will be accomplished and the
greater will be our enjoyments. '

Spiritualism is a material outgrowth of all
religious principles the world has ever known.
It is the objective point all have endeavored to
reach, but hike the advent of Jesus the most
rigid observers of form and caste are disap-
pointed because it did not come to them in-
stead of to the more humble. Christianity as it
is to-day, 13 an uncharitable product. The
Church holds the same relative position that the
stock board does to moneyed securities. Some
times stocks are up, then there comes a bad
moment and they fall. There is a great deal
ot watered religious stock afloat in the world,
it has a speculative value only, and we may .
say that spiritualism is the power behind the
throne that bears this watered stock and shows
to the world what its real value is. The good
will survive, the worthless will be cast out and
trodden under the feet of men.

The religious views and principles of men
are the true gauges of character. An honest
man will be just in deal, in proportion as he is
honest in religion. Honest men are never de-
faulters; they never assume to know what an
infinite mind alone can know. They never
forget that they can be only scholars in the
great school of nature. They are ever willing
to learn, but rarely ever aspire to be teachers,
But there are those who in a few years assume
to have mastered all the problemsof human
life. The will of God is to them what the
alphabet is to more meck and bumble souls.
Beware of them! in church or out they are the
“blind leaders of the blind,” and all must
eventually reap the rewards of their ignorance.

' A. L. TrACHER,.

Derrorr, Micu., JuNE, 1883.
To the Editor of the OLive BraNOK:

I have just read in your OLive BraNcH a
message purporting to be from that noble
pioneer of Universalism, John Murray: “What
went ye out for to see?’ If his discourses
when he was on earth had the clear sense,
good judgment and spiritual insight of this,
his influence i8 no marvel, It is really one of
the best articles on the method and mode of
nvestigating spiritualism, and the significance
of the spiritual philosophy, I have ever read.
Your subscribers had best keep the June num-
ber to read over the golden words of John
Murray. “Spiritual Brotherhood,” over the
name of Dolphus Skinner, is worth keeping,
tuo, and the fine poem from Longfellow’s Mi-
chael Angelo on the fiist page. I want to
leave my testimony to the growth of your
Ouive Branch. Iis leaves and fruit improve, °

With best wishes, truly yours,
GiLEs B, SteBBINS.
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HINTS TO THINKERS.

It is a most remarkable circumstance that,
while all other schools of thought tarn the
cold shoulder to modern science, Spiritualism
welcomes its advent and runs parallel with its
advance movements, urging it onward to fur-
ther discoveries and conquests. The parallel-
ism between the two is the more manifest
when considered that both deal exclusively in
ascertaining faots, and neither of them builds
theories on any other foundation.

Modern physical science is peculiarly exper-
imental. It spurns at authority, however an-
cient, and adheres to truth as its only and all-
sufficient guide. Modern Spiritualism is the
only school of mutual science that has ever
dared to govern itself by the same law. It
started out with an experimentally demonstra-
ted faot, and its first theoretic deduction arose
from that tact in the mind of a young and un-
sophisticated child. It bore the stamp of an
experimental science as its very birth-mark.
Yet there are learned men in abund ance, who,
after a third of a century of experiments and
demonstrations, deride the idea that spiritual-
ism is a science.

Experimental physical science has led on to
the deduction that all nataral forces are one :
that is, that they are different modes of mani-
festation of one universal force. There is no
conclusion drawn from the facts of physical
science on which lierbert Spencer insists more
strennously than on this, of the unity of force.
Spiritualism has been able to trace a perfect
analogy between physical and epiritual forces ;
and not only an analogy, but a correspondence
between them. Spiritual forces, being intelli-
gent, while physical forces are not so, another
problem preseants itself for solutionj and that
is, whether the intelligent spiritual lorces actu-
ate and give law to the intelligent physical
forces ; as in the human body the brain-forces
govern and actaate the muscular forces. The
mind would jump at once to an affirmative
conclusion, were there not in the human body
involuntary functional motions, over which
the intelligent brain-forces exercise little or no
control. ‘

At this point, we invite attention to the
question whether the same doctrine of unity
which is deduced from the phenomena of phys-
ical forces, may not be deduced from the phe-
nomena of spiritual forces. Isit not demon-
strable that one universal force goveruns the
spirit worlds as well as the material worlds ?
Aye, more ; is it not true that one inteiligent
force or power, controls equally and entirely
both the spiritual and the physical universe ?

As all known entities are essentially forces,
the demonstration of the last mentioned propo-
sition would prove that this unit force, which
we may call God, is indeed the ‘All-Father”
of the theists—the “All-in-all” of St. Paul—
the “Sum and essence of all things” of the
Hindoos. This established, we should be pre-

pared to agree that in Jesus was “God mani-
fest in the flesh,” and in addition we should
assert that the same is true of every human
being. We should then have a clearer and
more adequate idea of the true quality of di-
vine love ; namely, that it is compassion on
actual sharing, or participation, in the suffer-
ings of his human children—not merely pity
for our woes, but an actual feeling of them.
Then indeed, we should be able to appreciate
what was asserted by one of our contributors:
that “the whole universe palpitates with Di-
vine Love I” This demonstration wouald not
only confirm the conclusions drawn from the
faots of physical science, but would rescue it
from the imputations of “Atheistic material-
ism,” and vindicate its title to acceptance by
men of all shades of religious opinion.

CLAIRVUOYANCE,

Almost every physician, during the course
of his professional life, hears stories regarding
clairvoyance, Some individual has had a vis-
ionor dreamed a dream which is subscquently
found to have represented, most marvelously,
actual objects or persons that were at the time
far away.

An organization in London has been investi-
gating the alleged phenomena of this class, en
deavoring to apply scientific methods to their
study. The Nineteenth Century and the
Fortnightly Review have at different times
published some of the results of this work.
Quite recently the latter journal has published
an article by Mr. Edmund Gurney and Mr.
Frederick W. M. Myers, claiming very positive-
ly that the mind may at certain times be
capable of receiving impressions through other
channels thaan those ot the various senses; in
other words, that the so called clairvoyance ix
an actual physiological fast. As an e¢xamule
of the class of phenomena alleged to be * real,
we append the following : ’

“One Sunday night last winter,at 1 A. M,
I wished strongly to communicate the idea ol
my presence to two friends, who resided about
three miles from the house where I was stay
ing, When I next saw them, a few days alter-
ward, I expressly refrained from mentioning
my experiment; but in the course of conversa
tion one of them said, *You would not helieve
what a strange night we spent last Sunday’
and then recounted that both the triends had
believed themselves to see my figure standing
in their room. The experience was vivid
enough to wake them completely, and they
both looked at their watches, and found it 1o
be exactly one o’clock.” (One of these friends
has supplied independent testimony to this
circumstance )’

We bave ventured to furnish our readers
this account of the work of thes: gentlemen
because of the strong indorsement that has
been given to it, and because of ii8 important
physiological and pathological signiticarce.
If it could be proved that the mind can per-
ceive through other agencies than the seu-gs,
it would establish a fact which would antago
mze the present ph)‘.ﬂlolouic‘dl theories (based
upon evolution) ot the development ot these
senses; for itis now believed that they were
developed in order to enable the ammal to
adapt bimself to his environmeut. They were
made by the environment primarily, rather
than for 1t, and in the history of animal evola-
tiou there are absolutely no data which enable
us to account for the development of a wuper-
sensual perceptive power.—Medical Kecord.

Certain materalistic writers have denied that
there was such a thing a4 clairvoyance, becau-e
théy could not comprehend it; and they have

repeatedly asserted that if there was such a

thing, scientific minds would have discovered:
it long ago. This article we clip from the:
Scientific American and present it as a proof.
that scientific men bave recently discovered.
what ¢piritualists bave known for years. Score:
one for the claims of epiritualism. What will
be the next scientific discovery? Would it.
not be strange if, after all the hard words that
have been raid about spiritual mediums, it was
found at last that they were after all the pre-
vious clearing away the matenalistic debris and
opening uvp to science a field they never
dreamed of. The end is not yet.

A SCENE OF HUMAN DEGRADA-
TI0N.

Mrs. Scott Stevenson, in her “On Summer
Seas,” gives the following account of a Rus-
sian pilgrimaga to the shrine of St. Nicholas,,
at Bari, in Iialy: “They were all dressed in
a kind of uniform, the menin gray, bare-footed,
with staff slunz over their shoulders, on which
were tied bundles of clothes and a pair of
boots ; the women wore blue serge skirts, gray
jackets, and red bandkeichiefs around their
heads, and, like the men, carried bundles, with
a water-bottle and tin wug on their backs.
They were allelowly crawling up the ateps with
bleeding knees and torn, travel-stained gar-
ments, muttering prayere and endless litanies
ast upward - On entering the
church we raw a shocking sight, so painful
that I hesitate to desciive it.  Four pilgrime
were on their knees with their heads bent
down to the ground in the mort uanatural .at.
titude, their eyes shut, and the swollen veins
standing out like cords from their crimsoned
foreheads. A man walked by the side of each.
holding one end of a handkerchief, while the.
‘wretched peritent held the other and was thus.
guided along the pavements. For a few sec-
onds we did not reahz» what was taking place,
but as they crawled we noticed four marks-
hike a dark ribbon behind them ; and it dawn-
ed on us they were actually licking the floort
And such a floor ! Thousands of only half-
civilized human beings had been in the charch
snce daybreak, as the tainted atmosphere but
100 plainly showed. For over eighty yards.
these wretched creatures kept their tongues on
the rough pavement, over every pollution that.
came in their way., We were chained to our
seats by horror and dsgust, and in spite of
ourselves stayed till they at last reached the
altar steps and were pernitted to rise.  Their
faces haunt me siill j the small cunning eyes
turning s'ealthily toward us, and as hastily
turned away ; the balf shame-faced, half-fero-
cious look ; the coarse, dirt smeared features,
the matted heads of hair, and the lolling, lacer-
ated tongues bieeding over their china,  And
these were fellow creatures, these benighted
wretches, locking like rcared wild beasts !
W hat religion ¢an that be which permits such
a frightful exhibition, #uch a loathsome scenc
of human degradation ?”

Lost—Yesterday, sometime between sun-
rse and sunset, two golden hours, each set
with 8>ty diamend munutes. No reward is
offered, for it is gone forever.

-
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PEN SKETCHES.

To the Ebitor of the OLIVE BRANCH. :

I salute my dear readers from the far-famed
town of Santa Barbara sitnated on the sea
coast in the southern part of the county and
288 miles southeast of San Francisco. Ireach-
ed here by steamer from Los Angeles, a very
pleasant trip of half a day’s ride. At present
there is no way of reaching this place except
by stage or steamer. A railroad is in contem-
plation and will soon be built connecting with
the Southern Pacific.

The town numbers about five thousand in-
habitants, and is built upon a beautiful slope
gradually rising from the ocean back for a dis.
tance of two miles to the foothills of the Sier
ra San Reafael, which rising to an elevation of
over 3,500 feet encircle it about from the sea-
shore along the north and east and the west-
ern suburbs.

Of all the places I have visited none has a
more beautiful situation than Santa Barbara,
and it has deservedly acquired a world-wide
reputation for its mild, equable and salubri.
ous climate.

Thie part of the coast has been the abode of
the aboriginal tribes dating back in pre-histor-
ic times. The Spanish priests established a
Mission here nearly one hundred years ago for
the conversion of the natives to the Catholic
faith. The great white church of the old
Mission is the most prominent building in the
place, and from its elevation on the foothills
840 feet above the ocean i8 a most conspicuous
landmark.

" Whatever errors the religion of these Fran-
ciscian priests and friars may have contained
they undoubtedly inculcated good moral pre-
cepts and industrious habits among the inferi-
or tribes of Indians. The Santa Barbara Mis-
sion was founded in the year 1786, and was
the most extensive and prosperous one in Cal-
ifornia. The pictare of life in one of these
missions during their prosperity must have
been a novel scene of industry and romance.
The whole place must have been simply a
community of active life, a system of labor
both indoors and outdoors, with stated hours
for amusement, social improvement and relig-
ious devotion.

That there were cruelties practiced by those
in power, there is no doubt, yet such absolute
control of hundreds of undisciplined human
beings could not exist without more or less
abuse of power. To-day in company with a
friend, we drove to the mission, some three
miles from the town, overlooking the sea. The
mission is still in charge of the old Francis-
cans, only eighty remaining of the order.” One
of them is very old and well known in the
country for his benevolence and rigid devo-
tion. As we entered this ancient structure
the lofty walls, grim with age, still wearing
the time-worn pictures of the apostles and
sainte, the silence that falls on the ancient
altar and creeps over each relic and sacred
charm, there comes crowding over your
senses the gpell of some subtle charm that for
& time folds you iu its embrace, crowding your
mind with the memories of the past. In the
dim-lighted aisles we saw kneeling in silent
devotion the gray-robed old friare, their
crossed bands and placid faces upturned to the

altar, murmuring in broken accents their pray-
ers. Iam told that these old friars often kneel
from midnight to dawn on the stone floors of
the church praying and chanting psalms.

_The sun was gilding the western hills as we
left the church, gently bathing the valley in
peaceful tranquillity, and I felt as I turned
from those old crumbling walls of supersti-
tion the holy benediction of nature:

Earth like a mother whispered low
Her sweet conscling words of love,

And o’er my beart and burning brow
There f-11 a beoediction frc m above:

And touched with nature's holy fire, ®
My soul awoke to new desire!

Santa Barbara has an interesting record of
our spiritualistic times, which to the progress-
ive mind is more important thanits past his-
toric times, however interesting that may be
to the antiquarian. A few years ago the spir-
itualists had a flourishing society here number-
ing some of the best people in the place, and
also a well organized children’s lyceum.
Both the society and lyceum are things of the
past and only a remnant left to tell the tale.

The old veteran spiritualists relate the® once
prosgerous condition of their society here, as
though it was an event for all tims, and hence-
forth a crown of righteousness was laid up for
them in heaven. This lamentable disorgamiz-
ed condition is very discouraging for the pub-
lic worker to meet, tired and weary and often
disheartened, laboring for the world’s redemp
tion from its creedal bondage and blindsbelicf,
and instead of meeting sympathy and encour
agement {rom the protessed spiritualists, they
are oftener repulsed by their cold indifference
and downright selfishness.

Through the kindness of Dr. Mohn and
lady, of this place, whom I met at my meet-
ings last winter at Los Angeles, the announce-
ment of my coming to lecture bad been we!l
advertised and an interest somewhat awakened
before I came, and T am pleased to report that
my lectures have called out a large and intel-
lectual class, and the liberal contributions at-
test 1o the appreciation of my lectures.

A pleasant reception was given the Bishop
at the residence of Mra. Severence of this place,
where a large circle of friends assembled and
received spiritual instruction and encourage-
ment through my mediumship, after which
some fine music was rendered by Mrs. Sever-
ence and refreshments served. The evening
was pronounced a very enjoyable occasion by
all present, and many desired that I should
continue my ministrations among them still
longer. Considering the soctety had been so
long dormant, I may feel flattered with the
mearurable success which my efforts have
aroused, hoping when I depart the angel com
forters inay remain, brooding like the dcath
less fires of a vestal virgin, and flime anew 1n
each one’s heart, inspiring to renewed in terest
in the spiritual cause of truth.

I cannot close this somewhat lengthy sketch
without relating a delightful trip I took with
Dr. Mohu, who kindly drove us up to the hot
sulphur springs, a distance of six miles from
town up the mountain pass, at an elevation ol
fourteen hundred and fifty feet above the level
of the ocean. - The rough, irregular roadway,
through wild canons and precipitous cause-

ways, the gurgling streams dancing ever prec-
ipices, in their wild pursuit of the valley, the
parties of campers you meet in sequestered
nooks, and sheltered by projecting rocks, made
the ascent one of the wildest romances of my
life. And the grandeur of the scene as you
reach the Hot Springs and Mountain Home
beggars discription. Itis a view replete with
grandeur and beaaty. Away in the distance
lays the silvery lovking ocean ; the islands 1n
the distance seem like fairylands, while the
straggliog farm-houses and the luxurious land-
scape of the valley complete the wonderful
picture. As evening spread her soft mantle
over the dreamy scene, we reluctantly bade
adieu to each rock and cliff, anod the new
triends.we had formed sojourning at the Mouu-
tain Home, and turned our faces toward the
wide spread valley and vine-mantled homes ;
aund thus ended oue ot the most enjoyable ex-
periences of my life. From here I 0 to Yre-
ka. Bisnop A. BeaLs.

For the OLIVE BRANCH.
LETTER TO A CLERGYMAN.
My DEear Frienp. :

7he Christiun Advocate which you had the
mdness to send me, contain-d some excellent
reading. The article by Doctor Trafton is a
gem of good thinking. Itis rational, philosoph-
ical and scientific in its method. Most happy
are his 1llustrations to prove that Luman char-
acter is molded by natal, antenatal conditions,
and subsequent circumstances, and environ-
ments. These facts, fully recognized by free-
thinkers, give them a broad basis from which
to wrap a mantle of charity about the short-
comings ot'the human family generally, not only
the prowling midnight thief, but the persecuting
religious fanatic, whose hands have sometimes
been red with the blood of the innocent. "The

‘article is written from the stand-point of the

Spiritual Philosophy. The view is the same as
would have been taken by Judge Edmonds,
Professor Hare, Peter Cooper, or any indepen-
dent thinker, and broad soul philanthropist,
If the Methodists could fully accept Dr. Traf-
ton’s mode of accounting for sin, then there
would be no further necessity of resorting to a
fabulous Satan to help them through on their
theology.

I will reply briefly to some of the points in
the letter that I had the pleasure of receiving
from you. You geem coufident that you find
nothing 1n the Tiinitarian or Spiritual papers I
sent you, at all satisfactory, concerning a future
life, and state that, “it is ounly through our
Saviour Jesus Christ, that life and immortality
are brought to light through the Gospels.” To
refute such a statement it may be sufficient to-
call your attention to the tact, that as we turn
the pages ot history far back into the past, we
find that all nationa lield intercourse with their
friends, departed from the outer form;therefore
the existence of human souls in a future world
was well known, many centuries before the lows
ly Nazarene was born. Doubtless it would be,
safe to say that any day within the bounds of
the United States, through inspired persons,
there is more evidence given concerning afuture
life, than all that can be found within the hds
of the Bible. Itis certain that Moses taught
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mothing about a future state. There are inci-
dental allusions to the subject by other writers,
but there nodireot essay, or set purpose to teach
the doctrine in the book, yet is evident that
-some of the writers believed and some did not
believe in a continued existence.

You would find no difficulty in discovering
plenty of evidence 1n the current spiritual liter-
ature, “that if a man die, he shall live again,”

if you were not turning your back to the light|.

of the present century, and worshiping far back
into the dim shadows of the past. This ten-
dency of mind has been manifested by clergy-
men, all along the line of history. They have
a fancy for riding in the last car in the advano-
ing train of progression, and if they had any
special influence with the Sublime Conductor
of the train, it would have been brought to a

- stand-still long since.

Like other men of your calling, you abound

with Seripture texts, to use as scareorows, un-
mindful of the fact that in that way, one may
prove almost anything good or bad from the
Record. I semetimes think that clergymen
use texts not a little as a parrot says, “Molly
put the kittle on,” or “Polly wants a cracker,”
and that without thinking what would naturally
follow if the text were literally true. You say,
“for there is none other name under heaven,
given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
It really matters very little about the name of
Jesus, or which of the many names in use we
apply to the Supreme Intelligence. None of us
are saved by a name, but by unchanging and
universal principles, Most of the people who
have lived and died in thjs world, departed
for the Higher Life before Jesus was born
or named, and the larger part of those who have
lived since he was born, have known nothiug
about him, his name, or the claims set up for
him; then why talk about being saved by a
name. I noticed a short time since that an offi-
cer in the Mexican army, supports the name of
Col. Jesue. How much importance would you
attach to the name?
« Yousay:—“Now in view of the miracles which
were wrought by Divine Power in attestation
of the trath of the teaching of Christ and his
Disciples, and in view of the Prophecies which
have been literally fulfilled and are now being
tulfilled to the letter, as contained in the word
of Divine truth, I cannot but accept it as being
genuine, and authentic.”

Your estimate of the iofallibility of the Scrip-
tures seems very extravagant in view of faots
that you do not takethe trouble to state. Rev.
R. Heber Newton is evidently a good scholar,
bold enough and honest enough to admit some
truth. He says:—The Old Testament histo-
rians contradict each other in facts and figures,
tell the same story in different ways, locate the
same incident in different periods, ascribe the
same deeds to different men, quote statistics
which are plainly exaggerated, mistake poetic
legeud for sober prose, report the marvelous
tales of tradition as literal history, and give us
statements which cannot be read as scientific
facts without denying our latest and most au-
thoritative knowledge. . . . . . The historical
books are seen to be the work of many hands in
many ages. They gather up the popular tradi-
tions of the race, carry down on their slow
stream fragments from such far back ages

that we have almost lost the clue to their story;
glacial bowlders that now lie strangely out of
place in the rich field of later eras, songs of rude
periods, nature myths, legends of semi-fabulous
heroes, folk lore of the tribes, seraps from long
forgotten books, entries.from ancient annals
pages torn from the histories of other peoples
to fill out the story ; the whole worked over

'many times by many bandsin many generations

.« + . The prophecies break up into frag-
mentary collections, in which the words of
many different and obscure prophets are group-
ed ugder the name of aome great prophet, as
was quite natural in an uncritical age ; the
whole mass being arranged with little chrono-
logical order. ... .. Our critical glasses
bring out, clear and strong, the fact of a hu-
man, literary craft in these books, the signs on
every hand of the labor of brain and skill of pen
through which the literature of a venerable na-
tion, ‘and of the infant church born of it, took
slow shape nto our Bible. Such a work needs
must have in it the traces of human mperfec-
tion ; and these limitations of thought and
knowledge, these mistakes of fallible writers,
are to be seen by every one, spve those who
will not see..

My friend, in reading the 24th chapter of
Matthew, you should have gathered a better
estimate of the value of Bible prophecies. If
such statements were reliable, a8 more impor-
tant prophecy could not be made, than we find
in that chapter. It was to be fulfilled in that
generation, but many generations have passed
away, and now, in the very natare of the case,
it can never be fulfilled in the manner stated.
It has been shown by competent students,
again and again, that the old Bible prophecies
do not refer to far off events and circumstances
as claimed by the New Testament writers, and
the charches, but apply to matters not distant
from the time of their being. uttered, and this
has been carefully pointed out, and shown to
be so from the pages of the Bible.

You say the question as to whether sin can
be forgiven, “ has been satisfactorily answered
in the case of hundreds and thousands of indi-
viduals, myself included. And i reference to
my own oase, I can say that there was a time
when T felt myself resting under condemna-
tion, and God’s wrath was kindled against me,
but there came a time when the load which
was resting upon me, was lifted off and my
heart filled with joy. It isa little strange that
you should not have made yourself acquainted
with the psychological laws through which such
mental phenomena as you speak of is produced.
It is not necessary to attribute such things to
a supernatural cause, they should be relegated
to the domain of mental philosophy. Many
hundred ‘thousand, who have had the same
kind of experience you mention, have been
turned out of the churches and left to wander
down the “cold streams of Babylon,” and that
because they found their experience a delusion
of the mind. It is very late jn the present
ceutury even, for a minister to talk about “the
wrath of God” you should blush with shame to
speak of the Great Doer—Soul of this vast
universe as being in anger towards any finite
soul. Itisa low degrading view that more
properly belongs to a dark and barbarous

age. The Omnipotent Power which instituted

cause must have known very well the effects
that cause would produce, consequently there
oan be no disappointment and no anger in that
Holy Spinit, which wraps a mantle of tender
love and meroy about us all.

The Bible miracles of which you think so
highly, are sull more uoreliables than the
prophecies. Miracles are placed far back in the
past—proof is out of the question, and now
that the forces of .Nature are better under-
stood we have no miracles. The more intelli-
gent of the people know very well that this
world is raled by law, and not by Supernatural-
sm.

You hold that without the shedding of blood
there is no remierion of sins, but that the blood
of goats, calves &c., are not sufficient, only the
blood of Christ will avail to satisfy the judge
of all worlds. The idea that our Heavenly
Father dulights in blood as “a sweet-smelling
savor” was born out of heathenish darkness
of intellect. It wasconceived at a time when
men had risen but little above the brute.
They thought God might be as blood-thirsty
a8 themselves, But such misapprehensions
have no application to the intelligence of the
present age. It is impossible to trace anything
like cause and effect between the blood of the
innocent and the sins of the guilty, You state
that, “those of us who fully accept the Bible
as the word of God, and as the infallible rule
of ‘faith and practice, have peace of mind.”

I know pretty well how to discount such a
statement as that, having been personally ac-
quainted with many sectarians in my life time.
You would convey the idea that those who be-
lieve as you do are happy. peaceful and joyous
to an extent that people of a different faith are
not. It is somewhat difficalt to comprebend
how a man sinoerely holding your religious
faith can be as happy as you claim to be. Can
1t be that your religion makes you cold and
unsympathizing? Can you rejoice in a relig-
ion that sends nine out of ten of the human
family into eundless misery? Your father,
your mother, sisters, brothers, the wife of your
bosom and your darling children, all being
liable to share that fate. It would better be-

come you to olothe yourself in sackcloth and
ashes, to walk in solemn gloom, to mourn day
after day and year after year. It seems in-
oredible that you can be happy and above all
1o boast of it. If happy at all, you are so in
defence of your terrible dogmas. You are
happy because deep down in your most inter-
ior consciousmess, there are whisperings that
your terrific theology is false. It insalts and
mocks your better judgment, enslaves your
reasoning powers, aid makes yom & crouching
coward 1n the prerence of a supposed offended
Deity. It is much easier to uuderstand how a
man can be happy who has held sufficient in-
tercourse with friends in Spirit-hife to learn
that there is no such thing as an angry God,
no endless torments, no misleading Devil; but
all in that grand hife of the future have equal
opportunities to rise up out of lower mental
conditions into lofty altitudes of knowledge,
wisdom and moral excellence. The most be-
lated and lowly waif along the dusty highways
of this lite, will pass onward and upward, step
by step, from point to poins, from glory to
glory. We shall all clasp hands with those
below and above us, and in one unbroken
chain, from the most humble child of earth to
the shinidp seraph rise forever in soul beauti-
tudes towards the Great Soul of all love and

wisdom. W.C. W.
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THE RELIGIOUS WORLD. |

The discussion of religious questions is; so
closely confined to clerical oircles, that the
outspoken sentiments of an intelligent layman
are as welcome as they are unexpected. Our
readers do not need to be told of the high
standing, in church and in society, of Profess-
or Simeon E. Baldwin, of New Haven. He
had been appointed to prepare a paper on the
state of religion in the North church, and at
the annual meeting of the ohurch, fulfilled his
appointment in the presence of a large congre-
gation. It is safe to say that many of his
hearers weye surprised, and the pastor of the
church has since administered antidotes in
abundance. But Mr. Baldwin’s opinions are

well worth conrideration, aud we give a synop-
sis of them. After speaking of the gradual
improvement of public worship whioh is going
on, he comes to discuss the ‘‘prayer-meeting,”
which changes little from year to year, is to
some a source of strength, to some a field of
duty, and to others neither the one nor the
other. Our religion governs by principles
" rather than by rules:— ’

A small attendance at a prayer-meeting,
particularly of men who alone are liable to be
called upon to take part in it, is not an 1index
of a feeble church. Many have been repelied
from Congregational churches to those ot oth-
er denominations, for no other reason than
that they disliked either to be present at or
absent from the weekly prayer-meeting, and
yet foind it an irksome and burdensome ser-
vice. It should be no ground for discourage-
ment to our charch or pastor that the prayer-
meeting is not better attended. For thirty
years now the condition of the prayer-meeting
has been much thesame as now. If one finds
it neither pleasant and profitable, and counsid-
ers the matter conscientiously, he has good
reason for staying away. Those will attend
who find such meetings helpful. This is the
common experience of every church.

Mr. Baldwin says some wise things concern-
ing contributions of money. “The vitality of
a chareh is notshown by the maguoitude of its
contributions, for a few rich men may essily

give largely from their abundance. But it is|

shown by the universality of giving as the
part of all who have anything to spare.” He
then proceeds to discuss the reasons why many
who ought to be in the church remain outside,
and finds these reasons partly in the church.
The fault of the church is that it requires of
everyone seeking admission a formal assent to
certain statements of theological belief as to
which honest Christian men differ widely.
The New Testament churches were not form-
ed in that way. I would not dare to exclude
anyone from this church who asked to enter in
a sincere desire to acknowledge and serve
Christ a8 his master. Whatever his beliefs or
doubts as to the duration and character ot
gunishment, for gin, as to the nature of the
odhead, as to the personality of the Holy
Spirit, if he came to enter our communion
that he might serve Christ therein, I should
deem it a cruel wrong to shut him out.
Theology is not religion. Religion is to live
the life of Christ.
Somebody has said, “I hate botany, but I
love flowers; I hate theology, but I love relig
ion.” Our churches have sinned and are sin-
ning in asking too much of a confession of
faith, We should find out what Christianity
i8 from the teachings of Christ “himself, “not
- blind to the fact that he was continually mis-
understood by the very apostles.” What
right have we to mourn over the decline in

members of a church which makes conditions
of membership which neither Jesus mnor his
apostles knew anything of ?

The old theology of New England has pass-
ed away, and is giving place to a more Christ-
like faith. In my boyhood we read the Bible
through the medium of Dwight’s theology.
We hesitated to own that any of the a; ostolic
writers could be mistaken in any question of
fact, however clearly they might differ in tell
ing the same occarrence. We feared that
children dying in infancy might be lost. We
heard chiefly of God’s wrath. All this is
changed or is changing. Clearer views of
truth are gained. The old Calvinistic theology
is giving place to the doctrine of Christ.

Mr. Baldwin then passed to discuss certain
matters of Christian conduct and behavior and
freedom.

Thirty years ago many Christian famihes in
the church thonght dancing was necessarily
wrong; there are few such now. Then many
Christian families thought card playing was
necessarily wrong; few thiok so now. A Sun
day walk is not regarded as Sabbath-breaking
now. There are many now who have as clear a
conscience 1n attendance upon a good opera or
play, as if they were at a dime sociable or at a
lecture on political economy. All these thingsr
mark a new kind of religious life, which, for a
generation past, has been becoming the pre
vailing type of religious Iife among New Eug-
land Congregationalists in New England cities
While many regret this change, Isee nothing
to regret in it. If we are careful to partake
only of innocent enjoyments, to be temperate
in paitaking of them, (and in the main I think
this is true among us,) there will be nothing to
regret in the change which has come over us.
It we have come nearer to the world it is be
cause we were formerly too far away from it.
The truest and best work of the Christian is in
the world.

We have given but 8 meagre synopsis of
Mr. Baldwin’s paper, but the trend of the
paper cannot be mistaken. Mr. Baldwin
stands in the front rank of the legal profes-
sion in this state, and for many years has beep
one of the pillarsin the North church of New
Haven. Heis a gentleman of gravity, sobrie-
ty and piety, and “the remarks” of any such
man are of great value. Whether he is right
or wrong in his opinions, or partly right and

partly wrong, good brethren will question, but |

there can be no doubt that he has uttered the
sentiments which hundreds of clear-headed
laymen silently cherish. Fifty years ago he
might bave been excommunicated.— Hartford
Courant.

"JOHNATHAN EDWARDS.

Mr. Edwards was ostensibly a missionary to
the Indians, but I don’t believe he amounted
to much as a missionary. I have been unable
to find any record of any conversions of In-
dians he ever made. The fact is, he spent
most of his time while in Stockbridge with his
legs twisted into a knot under that table, wail-
ing aloud about his own depravity, and in the
intervals of weeping, writing for dear life
about the “Scheme of Salvation.” “Often
since I have lived in this town,” he wrote to
one of his parishioners at this time, “I have
had very afflicting views of my own sinfulness
and vileness, very frequently to such a degree
a8 to hold me in a kind of loud weeping, some-
times for a considerable time together, so that
I have often to shut myself up.” The narrow
little alley that he called his study was the
place where he used to “shut himself up” to

ory and write. What was such 8 man good
for as a missionary to the Indians? He was
not a man of expedients. There was nothing
practical aboat him. He was awfully in ear-
nest. Hell seemed to him yawning to swallow
up everybody, and the only question which
was important to him was how a few could
escapeit. In the light of this vast and awful
problem, the mere temporary hunger of an In-
dian, or the conduct of an Indian, or the igno-
rance or barbarity of an Indian, was of very
trifling moment. He kept severely away from
the Indians, and I have not the slightest doubt
that they were glad of it. He shuffled his feet
over that one board in his study, and shoved
his pen over that one table, and wept softly to
himself, or vociferously when he felt like it—
now in terror lest his own soul should be lost,
now in joy because he thought it would be
saved, while Mrs. Edwards was patiently rais-
ing a mortgage and 11 children out in the
kitchen. If walls could listen and recollect
and repeat, I know I should hear a sad voice
still piping in the front hall: “Jonathan! Oh,
Jonathan ! for heaveun’s sake, and all our sakes,
stop crying and take care of these babies while
I hang out the clothes, set that hen, feed that
good-for-nothing Injun, bake the pie, mend
Uriah’s trousers, chop some wood and churn
the butter !”

He must have beeun as unaccountable a per-
son to live with as John Milton was, He felt
that he had a mission to define the methods
and motives of redemption—and he neglected
everything else to falfill it. “From my child-
hood up,” he says in one of his celebrated
works, “my mingd has heen full of objections
against the doctrine of God’s sovereignty in
choosing whom he would to eternal life, and
rejecting whom he pleased, leaving them eter-
nally to perish and be everlastingly tormented
in hell. It used to appear like a horrible dooc-
trine to me. Bat I remember the time very
well when I seemed to be convinced and fully
satisfied as to this sovereigaty of God. .
From that day to this, I have scarcely ever
found so much as the rising of an objection
against it. . . . These have often appeared to

me as sweet and gracious doctrines. As a
missionary, he was a failure. His place was
among ideas, not Indians. He was disquali-
fied by his reserve, his contemplative habits,
his love for abstract speculation. An Indian
was of no consequence to him unless he could
be hitched on to balance a syllogism.

He was always dreamy and abstract. Aa
old citizen tells me a story of him which is
characteristic. His only exercise was horse-
back riding—out through the fields, as there
were no roads then, and if there had heen they
wouldn’t have led anywhere, as all around was
a wilderness. One day he rode out and turn-
ed toward a pair of bars, which a neighbor’s
boy took down to let him pass. *“Good morn-
ing, my little man,” said the dominie, “whose
boy are you P’ “Mr. Sargent’s,” said the boy,
a little piqued that he was not recognized by
one who saw him so often. Presently Dr.
Kdwards rode back, pondering and dreaming
as he came. The youth let down tha bars
again for him. “Good morning, my little
man !” said the missionary, mooning along ;
“whose boy are you ?” “I’m the same boy I
was ten minutes ago !” broke out the spirited
youth, and the old man, ceasing for a moment
to soar after the illimitable, and dive after the
unfathomable, cast upon the urchin a surprised
smile, '
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TWILIGHT MUSIN GS.

Near me stand the solemn mouutains,
Balmy zephyrs gently fan,

And the streams like crystal fountains,
Dash along o’er rock and glen ;

1 can hear old ocean’s tide,
Rising billowy far and wide.

Down the vales I watch the cattle
Graze and lash their lazy sides,

And the children’s merry prattle,
On the evening’s zephyr rides ;

‘While the music of a stream
Mingles with my waking dream.

All alone I watch the fading
Of the twilight in the west,
While the red gleams softly playing,
Slumber on the valley’s breast.
But one lone bird keeps singing
In her leafy bower swinging.

She is singing for her mate,

And her love-song is 8o clear
That the echoes seem to haste,

O’er the landscape far and near ;
Could I reach my mate as well,

I would call my absent Nell.

Once a time o long remembered,

We were floating down the stream,
Of enchantment that slumbered

In the valley of a dream ;
Now in memory I roam,

And among the hills alone.

But the shadows darkly deepen,
Shutting out the mountain scenes,
While a vision comes to sweeten
What the trancing twilight screens,
And Ifeel a holy joy
That old Time cannot destroy.

BisHOP A. BEALS,

AN HUNDRED YEARS AHEAD OF
S THE TIMES.

" The subject matter selected at this time was
suggested by the remarksof a clergyman while
discussing the position of a gentleman now
holding services in the oity of Utica, and who
years ago was identified with the same school
as the one above referred to. The positions of
the two gentlemen differ so widely that it is a
query how the one referred to as being an hun-
dred years ahead of the time could ever have
been associated with the other, and it seems
strange that one man could have made such
rapid strides in the direction of free thomght
and free discussion of all matters of a religious
character, and the other still permitting him-
self to b&bound by the Westminster catechism;
but so it is, and this simple question suggests
itself to us, Whether 1t 18 better to become a
pioneer in the advancing army of human men-
tal freedom or to stand as a monument of divine
mercy, indicating where the church has stood
for the past five hundred years—Whether is it
best to lead or like Peter follow the advancing
foroes a great way off? It seems to us there
can be but one truthful reply giverm to the
question,

We find in all countries men claiming to be
called of God for a specific duty, and that duty
is to educate the people. But instead of keep-
ing abreast with the age these chosen ones are
like John in the wilderness crying out. Half
ot you are fifty years ahead of the times and
it you continue on in the came course, you
will soon be a hundred years ahead, for hav-

ing east off the old theological anchor, there is
no telling how rapidly the mind may uufold,

and then what is to become of the ochurch?
Must her oteeds and catechisms be cast over-
board ? Will it be safe? Can the people be
trusted ? These and similar questions suggest
themselves as we view the position of the
cburch. Our answer is, the world hasno use
for creeds and eatechisms, only such as rea-
son and education may suggest to the individu-
al. It will be perfeotly safe to trust the good
judgment of mankind in regard to their spirit-
ual matters, a8 we trust them in matters of
business. There may be a few who will prove
defanlters, but the world at large will con-
tinue to gain better wisdom and be more char-
itable if allowed the free exercise of their own
judgment, ‘

In Egypt may be found pyramids and
monuments, relics of past ages. They serve
a soientific purpose to-day. They are land-
marks erected on the shores of time by former
generations. They show in which direction the
minds of men were educated by the priests and
rulers of those ages. The people ot this age
look upon them simply as wonderful in & me-
chanical sense. The hieroglyphios are ouri-
osities which cause the people of this age to
wonder; but that is all; they possess no in-
trinsic value, and when brought in comparison
with the railroads, telegraph and telephone
systems of to-day they sink into insignificance.

Who wants to go back to the days when
pyramid building was the ultimate of soien-
tific attempts ?  What is the value to the
world of their largest pyramids, when compar
ed with the latest scientific achievement—the
building of the Brooklyn bridge? The men
of to-day study the needs of a growing world.
They tunnel mountains and build railroads
under rivers and seas. Every thought of the
age is what can be done for the good of the
people. Which is it better to be, a leader in
works of this kind, or to stand pointing to the
mountains of past ages, saying, “See what we
have done for the world.” '

There are two distinct classes in the world
to-day, the public spirited citizen who studies
the wants of mankind and devotes his time
and energies in that direction, and a class of
monument builders who work for a being they
are pleased to call their God, but who never
builds anything himself, but who amuses him-
self by sending cyclones and earthquakes to
destroy what the people have done. And
these same monument builders are ocertainly
erying out the world is going ahead too fast !
May it not be that they are too slow ? There
are two sides to every question, and we are
willing to leave the cause in the hands of an
intelligent jury to decide, whether the genius
of man is unfolding too rapidly or is the pro-
gressive qualities of the church man the best
guide for us to follow.

There exists to-day a very imperfect com-
prehension of what is really needed in the line
of spiritnal instruction. The whole drift of
Christian theology is in favor of God instead
of man. The theoryis the more 8 man fears
God, the better Christian he must be ; this 18
very strange logic. Which does a child rev-
erence most, the parent he tears or the one he
loves? How can a man truly worship what
he fears? Will not his devotions be forced
upon him through fear, and in fact not be de-

votional at all? How can a man say “Our
Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come,” when he has just
read an account of hundreds of human lives
destroyed by a cyclone or earthquake? For
acaording to the christian theory it is the same
God acting in all onses. What does the chris-
tian know of the management of God’s king-
dom in the skies other than what- comes with
such distinotive forces to the earth? Far bet-
ter, we think, to extend your kmowledge of
science and the study of natural laws, 8o as to
be able to determine whether pestilences, tor-
nadoes and cyclones are such as annoying
foroes or can be accounted for from natural
ocauses ; and we will guarantee that these rul-
ing forces of earth and skies will not ocharge
any one with going too fast.

Every reformer the world has ever had has
been compelled to meet the opposition of these
prevailing sentiments of their time. Copernicus
and Gallileo were martyrs to science.  Their
discoveries conflicted with the astronomy of
the Bible ; and which was right, the men or
the book? Socrates was regarded as a dis-
turber because not understood, and is being
imperfectly understood at the present time.
Jesus was a disturber of the peace ; 8o said the
Jewish priesthood, and they put him to death ;
but we know very little of the character of
Jesus even now. The men who signed the
declaration of American Independence were
declared outlaws by the English throne. The
staid old barons said the leaders of the people
are going too fast; but they succeeded and
to-day we honor their memories. Thos. Paine,
according to the views of the average man,
lived a hundred years before his time. Paine
was an agnostic and this is an age of agnosti-
cism, and the name of Thomas Paine is being
spoken with more respect to-day than at any
time since his departure to the spirit world.
Wm. Lloyd Garrison saw clearly the emanci-
pation of human slavery, bat all men did not
gee it. It required years of personal labor and
sacrifice to accomplish this great objest. The
charch opposed it and charged Garrison with
going too fast, with being an hundred years
ahead of histime. But it did not require all
that time to accomplish the object he had in
view. In a quarter of a ocentury, with the
assitance of a few brave souls, freedom
dawned on the black man,but there was no ces-
gation in the advance guard. Other methods
for the relief of a growing world suggested
themselves and will be perfected, and still
the world moves ; but it has a heavy weight
to drag afterit. We regard every orthodox
charch as mountains thrown up to block the
car wheels of progress ; and we know ot but
one way to overcome them, and that is by call-
ing to our aid science and the genius of the
age and temporal things; then leaving these
lofty spires as monuments to mark the spot
where once creed bound souls did congre-
gate to do homage to an unknown God. All
buildings which cannot be put to every-day,
practical use, are as 80 many barnacles cling-
ing to the sides of a vessel, and requiring the
same kind of treatment given to the vessel ; to
wit: scraping off ; thus enabling the vessel to

make better time and bring larger returns to
t8 owners.
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The active Spiritualists of to-day are at
least an hundred years in advance of the
churcb, and for this reason they are not un-
derstood, and their motives are empugned.
But because one man or one denomination
turns their back to the sunlight, and says it is
all dark, is not to be taken as proof that the
sun does not shine ; yet there are thousands
who fail to see the dawning light of Spiritual-
18m, because they are looking through eyes
dimmed by prejudice and clouded with super-
stition. A noted divine saidin a recent dis-
course that the word of God was 1mmortal
and could only be found in the Bible; thus
discarding all the teachings of nature; and
this man is a leader among the people, but is
at least one hundred years behind the age;
and we ask if the church regards a man who is
at the front in any battle as too far ahead of
the masses to be understood, what shall we
say for those who are so far in the rear that
they cannot hear the sound of the enemies’
guns? Ot what use are they in a growing
world? They are simply the fossilized re-
mains of ancient days clinging to life, demand-
ing regeneration. But the advance guard
of Spiritualists cannot afford to waste any
time on them. The fields are white and ready
for the harvesters. There 18 work to be done,
and more are wanted. To such constant em-
ployment will be given, and they will not
need to wait until Gabriei blows his trumpet
in order to receive the rewards of their labors.

The Christian contributes of his means with
the hope of receiving a large percentage as
interest on their investment when they reach
the kingdom of heaven ; poor souls! Why
deprive yourselves of the blessings at hand,
for no other reason than a fancied promise of
something greater by and by? Why live
amid the clouds and shadows, when by mov-
ing out into the world you can be warmed by
the sunlight and fanned by the warm breezes
of angelic love? .

Are we going too fast? We answer, no ;
80 long as the hosts of reformed spirits lead
us on. Men with imperfectly balanced heads
may!grow fanatioal on the revealments of Spirit-
ualism, but the clear thinking see with pro-
phetic vision the guiding hands of angels, and
when they lead, there is no danger in follow-
ing. There is a wide and deep gulf between
the Spiritualist of this age and his creed
bound neighbor. He who is bound to a print-
ed book that cannot be revised nor added to,
will die in the s.ame spot where he was born,
and he cannot help it ; the very npature of
things makes him a slave to the book. To
bhim there is something specially sacred in the
words, “holy Bible;” but if that were all the
revelation the world has to lead them onward
darkness would brood over the land and every
human soul would become a sepulcher for bur.
ied hopes and pleasares. Such was the condi-
tion of things when Spiritualism dawned in the
land. Have we as Spiritualists been going
too fast? Have we done too much by rid-
ding the world of all the theological excrescen-
ces attached to it by the leaders in past ages?
Are we going too fast when we assist our spir-
it friends in opening the way,revealing the soul’s
immortality? If we can be justly charged
with too much zeal, what shall we say of those

who are so far in the rear as not to be known
in theranks at all? Which is the greater
evil, to lead or to use all the powers possessed
in trying to hold the world from the investi-
gation of vital principles in which every one is
deeply interested? It hardly seems necessary
that we should deny the charge, and would
not were it not brought forward for personal
gain, There are many who have not got any
fixed principles established. They fesr to
leave the theological creed, lest they may be-
come outcasts from the Father’s heart. To
such we can only say, have no fears. The
same hand whioh has led you thus far will
not desert you 80 long as you are true to the
honest convictions of your own soul.

This is a growing age ; thoughts like plauts
need cultivation and he who neglects to care
for his own interests will be left in the rear.
What is a hundred yearsin the development
of man’s spiritaal forces ? *Tis but a day. The
sluggard says, give us more time to sleep ; let
us have shady groves to wander in, lest we
grow weary with the duties of the hour
Heaven to such is a place of idlengss. They
may be justly termed, theological tramps,—
men willing to live upon the industries of
others, but unwilling to produce anything for
the benefit of the world ; and yet these are
the men who oharge Spiritualists with going
too fast—living an hundred years ahead of
their time.

Bat there 13 a question in connection with
this matter which needs to be considered and
it is one of knowledge. How can one man
charge another with being ahead of the times,
ugless he has an intense understanding of the
position occupied by the one so charged ? One
man may be in hourly communion with the
spirit world. The fact that he is,is a3 fact in
nature, and if all people were similarly organ-
ized, they would all enjoy the same commun-
ion ; but nature seems not 10 be so lavish with
her gift ; hence only here and there the favor-
ed ones are to be found. But are Spirtualists
really 8o far in advance of their works, are
they indeed the leaders in religious thought ?
They live humbly, strive to do their. duty as
citizens, dontributing from their fupply to the
general fund for the furtherance of humanity.
There is none of that aristocratio spirit 8o no-
ticeable among Christian leaders.  There is
not a Spiritualist no matter how advanced in
thought, who would presume to dictate to the
God of nature changes they might conceive to
be beneficial ; but being students of nature
they recognize the relation of cause to effect.
1o brief they occupy the same ground that
Jesus did two thousand years ago. The doc-
trines of Spiritualism outgrow the religion of
creeds and customs. As a oclass they have
discarded old efforts, laws and dogmas, and
are living in a different and clearer atmos-
phere than the Christian. They believe it to
be their duty to keep abreast of the tide in
human progress, aud this makes them leaders
in the aocts and thoughts of the age. Any at-
tempt to drag the car of Juggernaut after
them would only retard their movements and
keep the world in darkness. Hence, from the
very nature of the case, they must press for-
ward., Auy other course would be unmanly
and ungodly.

The present 18 anage of activity. Thoughts
flash through the brain with the rapidity of
lightning. Ideas are bora in the twinkling of
aneye. The two connections of being are
drawing closer and closer to each other, and at
no distant day spirit intercourse will be as
common as the communion of mortals is to-
day. We areinterested in the race, and he
that lacks the spirit and energy to keep neck
and neck in the race must and will be left be-
hiud.

The reforms inaugurated by Jesus two thous-
and years ago are just being brought into
practical use to-day. He lived two thousand
years before the time when his ductrines could
be comprehended, but there never was a time
when he was more honored than at the present
time As a spiritnal medium and a teacher he
was & failure at the time he dwelt upon earth,
but to-day his lessons are studied with inter-
est because they can be made more praoctical.
So it is with Spiritualism. The people must
grow to understand it. It must become a liv-
ing-spring, giving life, health and beauty to
their every day lives. Let us then keep the
wheels in motion, for if not understood to-day
the time will come when the humblest medium
will be honored, and the truths taught throngh
them will become the guiding principles of the
world.

T. Staerr Kine,

For the OLIVE BRANCH.

AWAKING IN THE BETTER LAND.

Down to the borders of the silent land,
He goes with halting feet ;
He dares not trust ; he cannot understand
The blessedness complete,
That waits for God’s beloved, at his right hand.

He dreads to see God's face ; for though the pure
Beholding him are blest,

Yet in his sight no evil can endure;
And still, with fear oppressed,

He looks within and cries, *‘who can be sure?”

The world beyond is strange ; the gulden streets,
The palaces so fair,

The seraphs’ singing in their shining seats,
The glory everywhere;

And to his soul he solemnly repeats,

The visions of the Book. Alas! he cries,
““That world is all too grand;

Among those splendors and those majesties
I would not dare to stand;

For me alowlier heaven would suffice.”

The light is fading in tbe tired eyes,
The weary race is run;

Not as the vietor that doth raise the prize,
But as the fainting one,

He nears the verge of the eternities.

And now the end has come, and now he sees
The happy, happy shore;

Oh, fearful, faint, distrusiful soul, are these
Thou fearedest before,

The awful majesties that spoiled thy peace?

This land {8 home; no stranger art thou here,
Sweet and familiar words,
From voices silent long, salute thine ear;
And winds, and songs of birds,
And bees. and blooms, and sweet perfumes are
near.

The seraphs—they are men of kindly mien;
The gems and robes—but signs

Of minds all radiant, and of hearts washed clean;
The glory, such as shines

‘W herever faith, or hope, or love are seen.

Oh, bappy soul, be thankful now and rest !
Heaven is a good y land;

And God islove; and those he loves are blest,
Now thou dost understand

The least thou hast is better than the best

That thou didst hope for; now upon thine eyes
The new life opened fair;

Before thy feet the blessed jouruvey lies,
Through home-lands everywhere;

And heaven to thee is all & sweet surprise,

REvV. WASHINGTON GLADDEN,
~
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" LET JESUS REST! .~/

Of all the men who have ever lived there is
no one that has been made a packhorse of so
much as Jesus. Every Christian 1n the whole
givilized world has added to the load, he is
made to bear ; and they do this with as much
earnestness and devotion as though they were
invited to a feast. Not only once in their life
time, but every day they add a little, and urge
their friends to go and do likewise. Conscience
they have none. Self respect lost—manhood
dead—they see only Jesus ; and he growing
deformed by this everlasting burden bearing.
It is well known that mental burdens are more
exhaustive than when only the physical body
is used, and a person over-taxed mentally must
sooner or later reap the reward. For two
thousand years Jesus has been made the scape
goat of the ohristian world. Heis prayed to
snd importuned continually, to try and in-
fluence Deity to look: with favor upon some
repentant soul, to seoure divine interposition
in {avor of some sect, or to accept some build-
ing recently completed, as an equivalent for
past and anticipated favors,

In onesection of the country prayer is offer-
ed for rain, in another section fair weather is
asked for, in another crops are ripening too
fast. God’s attention must be called to this
condition of things. In other sections worms
and bugs are destroying the crops, and divine
interposition is invoked; and a million other
things are asked, but the christian never goes
to the tountain head. Jesus is appealed to in
every case, and it he was to attempt to keep

*any record of what is asked of him there would
not be angelic book-keepers enough to note
down what is asked. Poor Jesus; let him
rest for a while ! ,

It may be urged that Jesus is able to care
for himself, and therefore we need not concern
ourselves about him. This kind of an argu-
ment is good from a chrstian standpoint only.
Any man who has a spark of humanity burning
in their bosoms cannot help feeling as we do,
that it is time reason called a halt in their
blind marching, and a season of rest and reflec-
tion be enjoyed. There are many who deny
that there ever was such a person as Jesus;
the character given to him is imaginary. Tt
is not alone among the atheistic ~portions of
countries that the existence of Jesus is ques-
tioned ; but we see the same spirit manifest
among certain ones professing to be spiritual-
ists. The bible narrative says he was born at
Bethlehem. - One certain spirit says he was
born at Rome: Some claim God to be the
father of Jesus; others claim that he was
born in wedlock, and that Joseph is or was
his father. Others again say his father is uo-
known, but is supposed to have been a priest
at Jerusalem. No, as for the real issue in
{he case,it does not makeany difference whether
be had one father or twenty ; whether born
at Bethlehem or Rome ; only so far as Bible
and church history is concerned. We know
there is such & person; have both seen and
counseled with him ; and he is as truly human
as any man living upon the material plave of
earth to day, and really gives as much atten-
tion to the prayers of the world as any spirit
ocoupying the same plane with him, - It must
not_be understood that Jesns is the most ad-

vanced spirit known to-day. He was not a
learned man, but possessed a loving heart,
and it is this which makes him the scape-goat
of all Christian nations.

It was natural to suppose that with the
knowledge obtained through spirit agencies
there would be less controversy about Jesus,
for one of the first things enquired of by a
man about Spirntualism is, is Jesus more than
any other man ? and the answer has been in-
variably given that he was not.

Self responsibility 18 one of the first lessons
presented to the new scholar by the spirit
world. Following in the same line comes les-
sons in rationalism, self culture, natural law,
cause and consequence. All these are legiti-
mate studies ; but they in no way mvolve the
character of Jesus. He has nothing whatever
to do with you, only if he should see that you
were in error, he might by impression seek to
set you aright ; and this is no more than most
any other advanced spirit would do. It is a
fact to-day and admitted to be by every hon-
est man in the land, that the plan of salvation
adopted by all evangelical churches is & fail-
ure. It fails to reach the cases for which it
was inaugurated ; hence a change is absolute-
ly necessary. We want to let Jesus rest and
try some other plan.

Salvation armies in the church and out of it
are making desperate efforts to win souls to
Christ, but in doing so, they win them away
from themselves, and the part saved is not
worth the time and trouble spent in the effort.
The spiritual plan of salvation differs from the
christian plan in many particulars, and one of
the first and all-important is the saving *of
manhood integrity, character; in fact the
first thing shown a man is that he is immortal,
that his spiritual existence can not be traced
to a beginning, neither can any end be prophe-
sied. Sprritualism makes a distinction be-
tween mortal and spiritual forms.  The form
belongs to the temporal affairs of life, while
the other is eternal. The spirit world does
not want to save a part of a man or 8 part
only of the human family. If men are worth
saving at all, they are worth saving whole, and
if one man is worth saving the whole world is.
Even the most vile has a spirit of goodness
left, that can be through love warmed into
new life, and made to shine forth like a star in
the heavens.

It is not for us to say who shall be saved
and who shall be damned. Thisis a clerical
prerogative ; but how they distinguish be-
tween saints and sinoers is more than any one
1n spirit life can tell. 'We are lost in wonder
at the marvelous shrewdness manifested at
times ip determining who are the elect and
who are the reprobate. Herein, if any where,
is the science of Christianity to be found. But
when found, self will be written all over it.
Jesus will be importuned to lend his influence,
and at the end of the season an estimate will
be made of how many souls have been saved.
The Christian scheme embodies so much that
few can comprehend it. In the first place a
repentant sinner is absolutely essential. Heis
Hamlet of the play. Next to be considered is
an angry God, who is unchangeable ; but un-
known to God the Holy Ghost has been at
work upon this poor fellow.  The minister

discovers him and strengthened he goes to
Jesus, lays the case before him, and implores
him to intercede with Deity, who finally re-
lents and all is peace in heaven and on earth
again. We don’t like the plan ; it is too com-
plicated. We donot approve of 8 Holy Ghost
interfering in the plans of Deity; for if infi-
pite in wisdom, any change made from an
original decree proves that when the decree was
issued he was not infinite in wisdom then, and
we have no assurance that a second and third
change may not prove more clearly that there
was nothing infinite about it at any time ; no
great wisdom displayed ; and upon the whole
there is nothing transcending human powers.

The whole scheme of Christian salvation
hinges upon Jesus. If he was what is claimed
for him, then the plan is perfect; if he is
what we claim that he is, the whole scheme
is a fraud. But in either case we faill to see
how any one can justify themselves in refusing
to employ all reasonable measures to satisfy
themselves beyond a doubt in refere.ce to
their responsibility. The phenomena present~
ed to-day furnish food for thought and reflec-
tion, and why are these phenomena given if
the spirits of the so-called dead are held wait-
ing for the judgment day? Who is it that
raps out their names and sends greetings to
the living? It cannot be that Jesus is playing
imposter, fer occasionally he comes and an-
nounces his presence. The intelligence deriv-
ed through spirit communion and through
phenomena more than anything else strips or-
thodoxy of its cloak of sanctity, and leaves it
standing alone, naked and a stench in the nos-
trils of any lover of truth.

It is not essential that we go back to the
time of Jesus, in order to learn the laws of
health and life. It is not necessary for us to go
to him for our religion. Whatis born in a
man is his own property, and every man has
inherited instincts of right and wrong. It 1s
these inherited qualities we should cultivate,
regardless of whether there ever was a Jesus
or not. Let him rest for a time. Stand out
upon the broad highway of manly prineiples
and see if at the end of the year you are not
as good a citizen and a8 charitable as the most
devout worshiper of Jesus.

There is a large percentage of humbug and
nonsense wrapped up with what is called re-
ligion, and we feel that if we can clear away
these obstacles, we shall have dome for the
world what no church has ever done, But to
attempt this single-handed and alone would be
unwise. We require the assistance of every
honest soul living on the plane of material life.
The errors which are to be removed have been
rooting in the human mind for thousands of
years, but by the aid of science and the exer-
cise of reason the decline of religions errors
will be more rapid than were they in taking
root. What is needed to-day is more knowl-
edge, broader views of the object and aims of
life, and less worshipping Jesus ; and we say
this with due reverence for the character of
this much abused person.

There appears to be a feeling of dread which
comes over a person when their attention is
first called to the subject of spiritualism ; for
they see that in order to secure the blessings
of the latter, many of their former beliefs must
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be cast aside, and prominent among the things
to be forgotten is that of being saved by hav-
ing the righteousness of another imputed to
them. W2 know this is a critical period in
one's life, but if they have been traveling in
the wrong path for months and years, even
though it be pleasant, and there is plenty of
company to entertain them, yet it is the wrong
path ; the sooner you tarn about the better it
will be for you, even though the other path be
not 80 smooth and friends are fewer, and scof-
fers many ; if it is right to make the change it
should be done, no matter what the sacrifice.
Many persons lack confidence in themselves
They have for*so long a time been counting
their own best efforts as “filthy rags,” that
when called upon to act in an independent ca-
pacity they feel as though there was nothing
to lean upon. What better staff can a  youth
have than a firm will, with a consciousness
that they are living in harmony with nature’s
laws, and that every step in the new path em-
boldens them to press forward with greater
speed and firmer confidence ?

Canuot Spiritualists let Jesus rest, and not

be forever quibbling over historical statements, | -

which can neither add to nor take from the
facts in the case ? Equally uninstructive are the
frequent discussions of who and whatis God ?
Why puzzle your brains over abstract ques-
tions and reject the more practical matters of
to-day? It cannot be supposed that we can
readjust ourselves to the prevailing customs of
two thousand years ago. If we could it would
be a sin to do it. Every age is distinctively
its own ; as much so asa man’s Jife is his own
property ; both good to draw lessons from but
not for adoption. And the sameistrue in re-
gard to Jesus. We can draw lessons from his
life, but his manners and customs would be
out of place. Wemay be charged with blas-
phemy in speaking as we do, but are they not
faots, and if so then they should be so declar-
ed? One of the objects the spirit world has
in view is the establishing upon a permanent
basis the religious belief of the world. Not
that they expect everyone to think alike, but
to establish a fountain from whence supplies
oam be drawn whenever needed. This is not
the invention of any one spirit, but it is the
result of combined action, and, after due con-
sideration, the disintegration of religious bodies
will be more rapid in the future than in the
past. Not that charch buildings will be de-
stroyed, but they will be put to a new, general
and practiocal use,

Spiritualism is truly the religion of to-day.
To enjoy it in its fulness, we must cut loose
from the traditions of past ages, and build up
on the foundations which the architect of the
universe has prepared for us. Creeds and
caste do not make men, but they build up a
religious ohgarohy, -tyrannical and oppos-
ed to the principles of free government.  All
the religious views of all ages are counted in
this. Spiritualism embodies all there is of
vital importance in all of them. It is the con-
densed thoughts of all ages merged into one
system—one philosophy—one science. The
mission of Jews was completed two thousand
yearsago. Were he with us to-day, he would
be one of us. Then why not act in accordance
with those principles and labor for the good ot

humanity, and leave such cruel creeds to be
buried beneath the accumulated intelligence of
present attainments.

Let Jesus rest, He has done his work. We
must do what belongs to us, and while we
honor him for what he did, let his life stimu-
late us to activity that the same may be said of

us by future generations.
Joux MiLToOR.

THE FACTORY GIRLS LAST DAY.

RcBERT DALE OWEN, in the Atlantic Monthly.

"Twas on one winter morning,
Tbe weather was wet and wild,
Two hours before the dawning,
The father roured his child;
Her daily morsel bringing,
The darksome room be paced,
And cried: “The bell 18 1inging;
My hapless darling, haste!”

“Dear father, I'm so weary!
. Iscarce canreach the door,

And long the way and dreary;
Oh, carry me once more.”

Her wasted form seemed nothing;
The load is on his heart;

He soothes the little sufferer,
Till at the mill they part.

The overlooker met her,
As to her frame she crept;
And with his thong he beat her,
And cursed her when she wept.
It seemed as she grew weaker,
The threads the oftener broke;
The rapid wheels ran quicker,
And heavier fell the stroke.

She thought how her dead mother
Blessed her with her latest breath,
. And of her little brother,
Worked down, like her, to death;
Then told her tiny neighbor
A hslf-penny she would pay
Totake ber last heur's Iabor,
‘While by her frame she lay.

The sun bhad long descended,
Ere she sought that repose;
Her day began and ended
As cruel tyrants chose,
Then home! but oft she tarried;
She fell, and rose no more;
By pitying comrades carried,
She reached her father's door.

At night, with tortured feeling,

He watched bis sleepless child;
Though close beside her kneeling,
She knew him not nor smiled.

Again the factory’s ringing .
Her last perceptions tried;
- Up from ber straw bed springing,
It's time! she shrieked, and died!

That night a chariot passed her,
While on the ground she lay;
The daughters of her master
An evening visit pay.
"Their tender hearts were sighing,
As negro’s wrongs were told,
While the white slave was dying,
Who gaioed their father’s gold.

A lady correspondent sends us the following
communication from St. Louis, Mo. :—

*“It is not possible to impress mankind too
thoroughly with the importance of controlling
their thoughts ; for on entering spirit life, the
form, the clothing, the habitations all partake
of the thoughts indulged in during earth life,
whether debased or elevated. The thoughts
are tangible, they are matter, though invisible
to mortal sight ; and during the whole journey

of earth life, the spiritual body is attaining
strength and development by the accumulation
of ideas, the earthly body attains its growth,
firsg in height, then 1n size, and when arrived
at full maturity, commences the downward
course of decay ; the thoughts, too, change.
What pleases at five years of age, will not
please at fifteen, and the thoughts which the
voung at twenty years of age indulge in, are
seen by thé maw of fifty to be too often only
misleading. These changes are seen by us to
be only the growing of the spiritual body, and
as the thoughts are engaged in elevated or
low debasing subjects, so is the spiritnal
growth beneficial or determinal to the standing
of the spirit in the true life. There is one
great difference in the matenal and spiritaal
body; the material body, flesh and blood, must
decay or wear out, but the spiritual body has
no limitations to its progress. It may while
in the earthly body become torpid or numb ;
but this is overcome when freed from its earth-
Iy environment, and there is no old age tor the
spirit, but ever onward and upward is its nat-
ural course. Let men but realize this truth,
and their constant endeavor would be to so
cultivate harmonious, benevolent thoughts as
to produce the fruit of noble, kindly deeds,
which bind man to man in one vast family or
brotherhood. This is the most important idea
for humanity; but individually, the thoughts
of investigators in any branch of art or science
will be continued with much greater satisfac-

tion in epirit life. The chemist will continne
his studies enlightened by seeing the processes
of nature on the spirit,na{side; new combina-
tions and forces will ocoupy his attention. .
The astronomer will gaze into illimitable
space and feel ho . limited his knowledge
when confined to earth. To the lover of na-
ture there are no bounds to the pleasure of
gaining new thoughts as the wonders of the
universe gradually open to his vision. ‘The
taint of selfishuess has no place here, and all
beautiful ideas are freely given to all who can .
appreciate them. Thus all are employed in
inoreasing their own happiness, and the happi-
ness of others, while tgrowing more and more
like unto the giver of all goodness, wisdom,
and power through a never ending eternity.

“4d HOLE IN THE WALL.?”

The Hebrew prophet was sorely distressed
when he discovered that great numbers of his
people who professed to worship Jehovah,
were in secret addicted to the service of heath-
en duties. The fact to-day is so tar different
that the barbaric religion is the fashionable
one, while the purer religion is under the ban
of public reproach. Of the purest form of re-
ligion known at the present day it is true, as
of Christianity in jts early days that—“This
sect is everywhere spoken agamnst.”

The deification of man, as absolute Gcd,
must be abandoued before men can learn to
discern the divine in the human. Jesus said
not—*“I am God ;” but—*I and my father are
one.” His followers, as they call “themeely es,
say that Jesus was God, and that he and his
father were two. Which shall we believe—
him who called himself the Son of Man, or
those who call him God? In deifying Jesus
men follow heathen precedent, of immemorial
antiquity. In denying that Jesus was “very
God,” we break away, once for all, from the
one distinctive idea of beathenism ; namely :
that God is only an_exaggerated man,

Digitized by Q:-OOS le



158

L 4

Yhe Olive Branch.

Vol. viii.—No 8

PEN SKETCHES.

To the Editor of the OLivE BRANCH :

I again greet my dear readers with sketches
of my recent experiences at San Diego and
Riverside. ’

1 left my new found friends at San Bernar-
dino with sincere regret, for during my brief

- stay with them their kind hospitality won my

heart-felt gratitude, The Tuesday evening
before my departure some of the enterprising
ladies of that society gave the Bishop a public
reception at the Spiritual Hall, and also prepar-
ed a grand banquet.

The hall was very tastily decorated with
beautiful flowers and vines festooned grace-
fully, and the table fairly groaned .with frmts
and a collection of the most tempting home-
made confections. Something like one hun-
dred and fifty persons were present trom the
best families in town, and both old and young
joined merrily in the social festivities of the
occasion until a late hour and all pronounced
1t the most enjoyable evening of the season.

Leaviog this evergreen valley by rail, my
journey wound along the Coast Range and
through rugged rocks and mountain canons,
here and there lashed by the Pacific surf. The
humid air of San Bernardino valley gradually
disappears as you near the southern Coast
Range, where fogs and rains are less frequent.

San Diego lays on the bay at the water’s
edge like a summer dream, and reaching it
late in the evening, one feels it may be some
fairy-land, so beautiful is the situation with
old ocean on the one side and the sleeping city
on the other, while the soft light of a fall
moon lent a mystic charm to the scene, giving
it the spell of some enchantment.

San Diego is the land of tropical fruits and
exotio flowers ; and the balmy atmosphere
from the ocean tempering 1t with a health in-
vigorating tonic, makes it the most desirable

“place in the world for invalids and pleasure

seckers, There is at present, however, a de-
pression in businesss and financial stagnation
that lessens somewhat the interest of the town,
but it is only & question of a few years when
the commerocial advantages there, and 1ts rich
productive so1l will be brought into requisi-
tion again, making it one of the finest coun-
tries in Southern California.

I was the guest of Mr. and Mra. Bushyhead,
whose cosy cottage overlooking the bay and
embowered with climbing roses and beautiful
vines and flowers seemed like a fairy home, so
perfect the harmony brooding hke an angel
presence within and without. Too much
praise cannot be given Mrs. Bushyhead for
the moral influence she wields in that com-
munity for the canse of true Spiritualism,
giving the cause tone and charaoter in her
large cirole of acquaintances. If we had more
sach noble, true-hearted women our cause
would become the world’s religien.

Thursday evening by invitation I spoke at
National City, a new settlement situated five
miles from San Diego, on the bay. I was the
guest of Mr, and Mrs. Blackmore, formerly
Mrs. Kimball, editress of the Children’s Lyce-
um Banner, so well known in both the eastern
and western states.

If space was allowed me I would like to
give a description of that growing country, its

gardens and groves and most exquisite fruits
and flowers, overlooking the bay, its cultivated
fields now .gradually extending up to the
mountain’s base.

National City is the terminus of the South-
ern Pacific road and when 1t is extended con-
necting with the Northern Pacific roads, as it
will be, it will give increasing wealth to the
country and greatly increase the population.

Closing my engagement at San Diego with
many kind wishes from the friends T had form-
ed, I returned to fill an engagement of one
week at the beautiful rural town of Riverside.
The Spiritualists of this place have united
with the Universalist denomination and sus-
tained the pastor, whose teachings have been
8o spiritual and liberal they flattered them-
selves he was fast becoming committed to the
truths of Spiritualism. As they do not use
the church Sunday evenings or week nights,
an application was made for the use of the
church for my lectures, but what was their
astonishment to find the reverend pastor great-
ly oprosed to it, and stoutly insisting that the
charch should not be defiled by unorthodox
teachers, The trustees gave their consent in
spite of the bitter opposition of the reverend
minister, and to the entire satisfaction of a
large liberal element both in and out of the
church.

Riverside is a garden of tropical flowers and
the choicest fruits, encircled by snow-clad
mountains, An avenue ten miles in length
and watered by the artificial rivers, bounded
on either side by hedges of evergreens with
here and thero the palm, cypress and graceful’
pepper trees, half concealing the groves ot
orange, olive, lemon, lime, apricot and the
vast vineyards reposing in the sunshihe of a
cloudless sky, presents a delightful picture to
the eye. Elegant residences nestling among
the vines and half-twining fig trees meet the
bewildered gaze as you ride along the avenues
laced and interlaced with an arcade of arching
branches overhead.

By these irrigating yanjas or small ocanals
that are fretted and tortured into fields and
groves supplying moisture around the roots
and plants of fruit trees and flower-beds, the
fertilization goes on. If yom olamber up a
hill and look over the dreamy landscape you
seem to be gazing upon a vast piece of lace-
work that sparkles 1n the matchless sunlight
like some strange land or deceptive mirage.

A few years ago the antelope and deer held
undisputed possession of this valley ; only
now and then distugtbed by some strolling
hunters, The first settlements were mere
grazing ranches, not worth a dollar an acre ;
now they reach the fabulous price of one to
three thousand dollars an acre. The trans-
formation that has been wrought in this semi-
tropical country will still continue to go on
while a foot of soil remains uncultivated.

I am the guest of Brother Tibbets, whose
beautiful cottage home surrounded, by a well
cultivated garden of fruit trees and flowers,
seems a perfeot Eden. Mrs, Tibbetsis a fine
medium and a cultivatea lady, and has a
marked influence in this community for the
cause of Spiritualism.

My lectures here in the Universalist church
have been eminently smnccessful and called out

a large class of Christian people of the best
society. The opposition from the Universalist
pastor has resulted in the resignation of his
pastorship. “Whom the Gods would destroy
they first make mad.” The good work goes on
in spite of priest and reverends. I go to San-
ta Barbara for the month of June.-
Bisaop A. BeaLs,

For the OLIvs BRANCH. °

SENDING MOTHER TO HELL.,
“Over a score of years since I knew a worthy
old farmer who was a spiritualist. If it be
trae that an hooest human beingds the noblest
work of God, then that farmer and his wife are
among Heaven’s nobility. They had ascer-
tained that spirit intercourse is a fact, through
the mediumship of their two daughters. The
wife was taken sick and died. There was bat
one meeting-house in the place, and at that
bouse the funeral of the wife was held. The
farmer went to the meeting-house with the
other mourners; but when the minister began
to open his theological budget, the farmer saw
that his dear old wife was to be sent to that
tropioal country, to which orthodox clergymen
delight to send those who hive outside their
theological bailiwick. This so displeased the
farmer, that he left the meeting-house and did
ot return until the services were near the close.
After the funeral was past, one of the daughters
asked her father what caused him to leave the
meeting during the (uneral service. (e replied
that he thought he would go home, feed the
stock, and by that time, “the minister would
be through sending mother to hell.,” This 1
had from one of the daughters, who was pres-
ent at the funeral. H)wever discourteouns it
might seem for the farmer to leave the house
at such a time, to my mind it was no greater
offence against good manners, than for a clergy-
man to scize upon such an opportunity to out-
rage the feelings of relatives, by sending the
deceased to perdition.

Some miners in California gave a clergyman
a golden lesson on the subject of funeral ser-
mons. A miner died who was held in high
esteem by his fellow-miners. But the officia-
ting olergyman sent the miner directly to the
land of eulphur. This the miners took in high
dudgeon. The funeral being over, the miners
informed the clergyman that he could have
twenty-four hours to leave that part of the
country; but if found there after that tiumie,
they would throw a rope over a limb, and give
him a chance to find out where his specific
gravity would carry him to in the land of the
hereafter. - The clergyman, not feeling quite
ready to walk the streets of the New Jerusa-
lem, and thram on golden harps, did not allow
the grass to grow under his feet in departing.
I see no necessity for passing judgment on the
life of a deceased person at their funeral. It
is an uowarrantable assumption to send any
person to regions of endless woe; and many of
the fulsome eulogies had better be lett unsaid,
as therelatives and friends know the statements
ate extravagant. It were well to step back-
ward with averted eye, and drop a mantle of
charitable silence over many that go down to
the gates of death. The Power that gave
them their leanings and tendencies, that ruled

their lives, knows how to deal with them in
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justice, kindness and mercy; and those who
pass harsh judgme nt, would do well to look to
the weeds in their own gardens. Most persons
who have lived to years of maturity, have
heard ministers explain the reasons why God
kills a mother's darling baby. Too much affec-
tion for the child, is the cause usually assigned.
According to their statements, we are to sup-
pose that God becomes jealous and revengeful

because the mother lavished more affection ap-
on her child than upon her Creator. But we
do not hear of husbands becoming jealous in
such affairs. They are delighted to have their
wives love their cohildren. Of course, the
proof is entirely wanting to show that God
ever takes the life of any human being, as &
special act outside of natural laws. The last
time I attended an orthodox funeral there was
a large audience, from the fact that the de

ceased man was a8 member of a seoret order as
well as the Baptist church. In looking around
upon the aundience, I saw free-thinkers there
who seldom go to charch, and I thought to
myself such an audience as this should listen
to a grand sermon. But the discourse was
made up of small orthodox platitudes. The
clergyman undertook to tell why God had
taken the deceased away from this world, since
he was an exemplary church member, a good
citizen, a good husband and left a wife and
three children dependent on his labor, and de-
parted tooin the prime of life. The conoclusion
which the preacher came to, was that, had not
God removed him at that time, he might have
lived to commit some crime, and perhaps
swung upon the gallows. What balm this
must have been to the wounded apirit of the
weeping wife, and what an insult to his rela-
tives, his friends and to his memory! When
Spiritnalism has been in the world thirty-five
years more, such absurd talk at funerals will
most likely be a thing of the past, never to
return. W. Caurca.

For tho OLIVE BRANOH.
“AULD CLOOTIE” AND ORGANIZA-
TION.

0, thou | whatever title suit thee,
Auld Hornie, Satan, Nick or,Clootie,
~ ‘Who in your cavern grim and sootie,

Closed under hatches,

Spairges about the brimstone cootie,
To scand poor wretches,

Hear me, auld Hangie, for a wee,

And let poor damned bodies be ;

I'm sure sma’ pleasure it can gie,

E'ento a deil.
* * [ » * » » » »

But, fare you weel, auld Nickie-ben !
Oh, wad ye take a thought and men I”—Burns,
During the year 1861, I met at Geneva, N,
Y., O. 8. Fowler, the renowned phrenologist
and lecturer. I inquired of him if he was do-
ing well in his lectures in that town. He re-
plied that he never had done as well in lectur-
ing in Geneva as at other towns in the state
of equal population. He said there was about
sixty retired olergymen residing there and
their influence was ever exerted to defeat his
lectures, which was owing to the faot that his
lectures had a tendency to kill the orthodox
devil, and that greatly displeased the olergy-
men. Mr. Fowler was in the habit of illus-
trating in his lectures from the skulls of dis-

eased persons, who had manifested divers
mental qualities during their earth-life. Where
the divergence in character had been promi-
nent, he would point out, from the external
configuration-of the head, the causes which
had produced given manifestations of charac-
ter. Of course anything like an intelligent
audience would readily perceive that “auld
Nickieben” had his home in the organization ;
that is, in the well organized man, must be a
good man, and the badly organized man must
be a bad man ; and this would account for
all the different grades of character. Perhaps
nothing could more thoroughly disgust the
average clergyman than to see his pet antag-
onistic divinity, disposed of in that common
sense way.

One of the popes observed that a certain
little church rendering of Scripture,had been of
great fivancial advantage to the church, and it
might be difficult to find a clergyman who
would not think that to turn even a fabulous
devil into a kind of pandora box, in which to
tumble all causes of evil, is otherwise than a
great advantage t o their profession. It saves
the trouble of any philosophical, or analogical
reasoning on the cause of evil. The devil
being the universal instigator, the subject is
easily disposed of. But the ancient prophets
did not dispose of evil in that way. . Lying
spirits aresent from the presenoce ot the Lord.
“Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a
lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy
prophets, And the Lord hath spoken evil
concerning thee.” (1 Kings 32:238.) “Then
said I, Lord God, surely thou hast greatly de-
ceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, ye
shall have peace ; whereas, the sword reacheth
unto the soul.” (Jer. 4:10.) *O, Lord, thou
hast deceived me, and I was deceived ; thou
art stronger than I, and hast prevailed ; I am
in derision daily, every one mocketh me.”
(Jer. 20:7.) “And if the prophet be deceived
when he hath spoken a thing, I, the Lord,
bave deceived that prophet, and I will stretoh
out my hand upon him, and I will destroy
him from the midst of my people Israel.”
(Ezekiel 14:9.) “Therefore it shall come to
pass that asill good things are come upon
you, which the Lord your God promised you ;
8o shall the Lord bring upon you all' evil
things, until he has destroyed you from off
this good land, which the Lord your God hath
given you. (Josh. 28:15.) “But he said un-
to her, thou speakest as one of the foolish
women speaketh, What! shall we receive
good at the hand of God, and shall not receive
evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips?”
(Job. 2:10.) “I form the hght, and create
darkness. I make peace and oreate evil; I
the Lord do all these things.” (Isa. 45:7.)
Though the book of Job, it is admitted, was
not written by a Jew, but by some one of a
different religious faith, still the writer seems
to hold the same view as to the source of evil
as did the propbets.

It was God who repeatedly hardened Phar-
aoh’s heart, that he would not let the children
of Israel go. Had these ancient writers known
of any such character as the Book of Job and
the New Testament writers speak of, doubt-

less they would have been as free to set him
down as the author of evil, as the Apostles.

Bat a devil and a future life did not seem to
be subjects with which the ancient prophets
were familiar. But slight reference is made
to Satan in the Old Testament, so slight that
it must ocour to the mind of the unbiased read-
er, that the translators have in some instances
introduced the word Satan that it might not
seem strange that so much should be laid to
his charge in the New Testament, and nothing
in the Old Testament.

In 2 Sam’l 24:1, it i8 recorded:—*“And again
the anger of the Lord was kindled against Is.
rael, and he moved David against them to say,
go number Israel and Judah.” Baut for obey-
ing the Lord in this matter, David had to se-
lect as a punishment either seven years of fam- -
ine, fly three months before his enemies, or
three days pestilence in the land. In 1 Chron-
ioles 21:1, it is written: “And Satan stood up
against Israel and provoked David to number
Israel.” The penalty is the same, except the
famine is set down three years instead of three
months. As the cases are the same, referred
to by different writers, it shows that transla-
tors should have good memories, good enough
not to make God and the Devil interchange-
able terms, or paint them in the same colors.

Those who have read books on ancient
heathen mythology must have been forcibly
impressed with the perfect analogy between
the style of heathen mythology, with the story
of Adam, Eve and the serpent in the garden—
that of Jesus being led into the wilderness to
be tempted by the Devil,set upon a pinnacle of
the temple by the same power; also taken up
on to an exceeding high mountain and shown
all the kingdoms of the world. The story of
the Lord holding & conversation with Satan
concerning Job, is of the same mythical char-
acter. “And the Lord said unto Satan, hast
thou considered my servant Job, that there is
none like him in the earth, a perfect and an
upright man, one that feareth God, and es-
cheweth evil? And still he holdeth fast his
integrity, although thou movedst me against
bim, to destroy him without cause.” (Job 2.3.)
This, as an oriental fable, is all well enough;
but we cannot admit that the God of this
glorious universe was ever moved by an arch
enemy of the human race to destroy any inno-
cent man, and all that, to please the Devil.

If 1t be true, as olaimed, that God is the au-
thor of both the Old and the New Testament,
it seems very strange that in the old Testament
be should have 8o freely admitted himself to
be the cause of evil, but in the New Testa-
ment oharged it so fully to the Devil. Those
who do not feel at liberty to use their reason
1n such matters, would find no objection to this
inconsistency ; but to my mind it is stamped
with finite imperfection, partaking in no sense
of the sublime charaoter of the Ruler of all
worlds.

W.C. W,

—Why cannot men glorify God with a yard-
stick, a pair of shears, a hand-saw, or a penin
their hands, and not wait for golden harps?

—He who expresses in his conduct justice
and charity accomplishes the most beautiful

works: the good man is, in his own way, the
greatest of all artiste,—[ Victor Cousin,
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PROFITABLE KNOWLEDGE.
To the Editor of the OLivE BRANCH:

“We are solely concerned in the basic princi-
ples of reform, and the true culture of ohil-
dren. The doctrines of total depravity, and
vicarious atonement we aflirm to be wickedlv
fallacious, obstructive to soul punfication, and
the development and growth of the prototype
angel in man. Rither than being bora de-
praved, there are legion proclivities inbred in
obildren to be immortalized.

The reactive torces ot nature developed the
world trom a germ. The greatness of a gen-
eration depends upon the nature of gestation,
and influence brought to bear on innate pow-
-ers from infancy to manhood. The culture
given to the gestating and maturing of pure
offspring, is for the eternal heavenly life of
children, men and women, and when trained
to the best use of their faculties, they grow
progresgive,

It is according to the intelligence of a peo-
ple that art and science are evolved from im-
mutable laws. Grand exemplary characters
are inherently founded, while apon the shoals
of infamy, talented lives are wrecked by an
unwise parentage and poor oulture. The
rights of children are to be well born—to be
taught # knowledge of their physical struc-
tares, to be naturally nourished and vitalized,
and ruled by their goodly instinots. With
these inalienable rights, the youths rise to
manhood and womaohood- wisely inflaential.
We rejoice there are many self-commanding,
promising young men and women seeking for
positions of honor in life; but sad to realize
that others are indifferent to their best im-
pulses.

Consequent suffering is the atonement for
moral laws violated. Nature’s trane teachers
lead to reformation, while exemplary deeds
are the most effectual instructors to men.
The power and responsibility is weighty upon
those whose germinating forces involve the
greatness of kingdoms in perpetual life,

Epwin CHENEY,

not, life is aweepimgy, go and dare be-
fore you die, something mighty and sub-
lime leave bebind to conquer time."
$66 a week in your,own town. $5 out-
fit free. No risk. Everything new.

Capital not required. We will furnish you everything. Many
are making fortunes. Ladies make as much as men, and boys
and giris make great pay. Reader, if you want business at which
you can make great pay all the time, write for particulurs to

H. HarrLerT &.CO., P rtiand, Maine

MOTHER.

Karly one summer merning
Isaw two children pass;

Their footsteps slow but lightsome,
Bcarce bent the tender grass,

One, lately out of babyhood,
Look:d up with eager eyes;

The other watched her wistfully,
Oppressed wi.h smothered sighs,

“S8ee, mnther!” cried the lirtle one,
I gath: red them for you,

The swe etest. flowers and lilies,
And Mable bas some too.”

““Hush, Nelly,” whispered Mable,
“We have not rexched there yet,

Wait till we get there, darling,
Itis not far, my pet.”

‘“‘Get where?” asked Nellie; ‘‘tell me.”
“To the churchyard,” Mable said,

“No! no!” cried little Nellie,
And shook her sunny head.

8till Mable whispered sadly,
‘‘We must take them to the grave.
Come, darling!” and the childish voice
Tried to be clear and brave.

But Nellie still kept calling,
Far up into the blue,

“‘S8ee mo her, see how pretty!
We gatbered them for you.”

And when her sister pleaded,
She cried snd would not go:
““Angels d n’t live in chu chyards,
My mother don’t, I know!’

Then Mable bent and ki-sed her,
*“So be i, dear,” she said;

‘““Well t.ke them t the arbor
And lay them thero instead.”

‘‘For mother loved it deatly,
It was her sweetest placel”
And the joy that came to Nelly
Shene up in Mable's face.

I saw them turn, and follow
A path with blossoms bright,
Until the nodding branches
Conceiled them from my sight.”

But still like sweetest music
The words came ringing through;
‘‘S8ee, mother, see how pretty!
We gathered them for you.”
MAary Margs DopgE.

Not a system of religion the world has yet
believed in has been free from errors ; not one
that has been true. All were based upon mis-
taken notions of gods and devils ; all originat-
ed in fallacies and absurdities, or which were
copied and adopted by one system from an-
other,

A week made at home hy the industrious
Best business now before the public. Capi
tal not needed. We will start you. Men
women, boys and girls wanted everywhere to

work for us. Now is the time. You can
work in spare time, or give your whole time to the busi-
ness. No other business will pay you nearly as well. No one
can fail to make enormous pay, by engaging at once. Costly
outfl* and terms free. Money made fast, easily and honorably.
Address, TrUs & Co., Augusta, Maine.

We continue to
actassolicitorsfor
patents, caveats,
trade-marks, copyrights, etc., for
the United States, and to obtain pat-
ents in Canada, England, France,
Germany, and 2l other countries,
Thiriy-six years’ practice, No
charge for examination of models or draw-
ings. Advice by mail free.
Patents obtained throngh us are noticed in
the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, which has
the largest circulation, and is the most influ-
ential newsp&ger of its kind published in the
world. The advantagesof such a notice every
patentoe understands.
Thisiarge and sp‘lsndidlv illustrated news-
paperis published WEEKLY at$3.20 a year,
and is admitted to be the best paper devoted
to science, mechanics, inventions, engineerin
works, and other departments of industria
progress, published in any country. Single
copies by mail, 10 cents. Sold by all news-
dealers. i
Address, Munn & Co., publishers of Bciene
ific American, 261 Broa(’iway, New York.
Handbook about patents mailed free.
w I s I pot improve thei~ opportunities remain
in poverty. We offer a great chance to
make money. We want many men, women, boys and girls to
work for us right in their own localtiee. Any one can do the
work properly from the first start. Tne bnsiness will p+y more
than ten times ordinary wager. Expensive outfit furnished free.

No one who engages fails t» make morey rapidly. You cvn de-
vote your whole time to the work. or only your spare moments.

people are always on the lookout for
chances to increase their earnirgs, and
in time become wealthy ; tho-e who do

PROSPECIUS.

THE OLIVE BRANCH FOR 1883,

A monthly journal devoted wholly to the cause of
Spiritualism and its philosophy. Published at Utica,
N. Y,, by D. JonEs.

The low price at which the OLIvE BRANCH, is fur
nished to subscribers, ($1.00 per year pustage paid,)

should stimulate them to assist in extending its cir-
culation.

We ask as a favor that our natraus in 1enewing
their subcripti 'ns will. if possible, securo us one or
nore additional subscribers,

The price for the coming year will be
ONE DOLLAR, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.

As verv little spice is taken for advertising, sub-
scribers cannot fail o see, tnat we intend giving the

MOST READING MATTER FOR THE LEAST MONEY
of any spiritual paper published.

Terms of subscription in advance:
L L R 3 ]
Smonths,. . c.vveieeeiiieiennvecsncncnanrens
3months,....coiiiieeiiiniinieniiecnireeanes 25

AUTHORIZED AGENTS FOR THE OLIVE BRANCH.

Bishop A. Beals. Jamestown, N. Y.
Mrs. Mary C. Gale, Michigan,
W. J. Co'ville. 30 Worcester Ave. Boston, Mass,
Albert Holt, Alstead, N. H.
Augustus Day, 73 Bagg street, Detroit, Mich.
Charles R. Miller, Bruoklyn, N. Y.
8. B. Gaylord. Springville, N. Y
T. O Jones, Henrietta, N. Y.
B. Doscher, 136 Meetiog street, Charleston, 8. C.
Miss h:lr: [; Lane, 148 Woodward avenue, Detrozt,
ich.
Lyman C. Howe, Fredonia, N. Y. -
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine 8t. Cincinnati, Ohio.
O. 8. Murdock, Medina, N. Y. -
Dr. E. H. Denslow, South Bend, Ind,
J. J. Graham, Hartford, Ct.
Dr. J. 8. Loucks, Potsdam, N. Y.
Edwin Cheney, Milford, Mass.
Boston Star, & Crescent Co., 993 West Polk strees,
Chicago, Iil a
@G. A. Fuller, Dover, Mass.
0.J Willard, Mayville, N. Y. .
ake all money orderg payable to D. JoNgs.
Address,
- D. JONES,
49 Rutger street, Utica, N. Y.

BRUNSWICK

SANITARTUM.

The most complete institution of the kind in the
United States, for the Treatment and
Cure of all

CHRONIC AND NERVOUS DISEASES

Open for the reception of Guests and Patients

JULY 15, 1882,

§3" Send for Circular and References. Address
Drs. HOFFMAM & PALMER,
jye21y

THOS. H. FLOYD,
Book, Job & Newspaper
PRINTER,

Corner Broad & John Sts.

Opposite Government Building,

Full information and all that is needed sent free. Addrers
Stinsox & Co., Portland, Maine,
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