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1I’D BE AN ANGEL,

0, 1 would be an angel sent down from heavenly
spheres,

With words of consolation to dry the orphan’s tears.

Buch as we often hear of that flit on golden wing

Unseen by those they're cheering, a real, heavenly
thing.

0, yes, I'd be an angel sent down from climes above,

To stand beside the dying with pacifying love,

To upward buoy the spirit along its untried path,

To ‘plains it will inherit beyond the vale of death.

I'd like to be an angel begirt with holy powers,

" To come to prisoned mortals, and break the strong-

locked doors, .
‘To open every window that hides true light from

them, -
And bid them hearty welcome, & freeman’s life to
claim

I fain would be an angel arrayed with gentle grace,

To seek the broken-hearted in every humble place,

To bind the wound that sin made, and make them
laugh with joy,

And fill their hearts and hands with peaceable em-
ploy.

An angel’s voice seraphically seems caroling close by

Responding most impressively to each aspiring sigh:

“One earthly angel’s worth ten thousand those un-
seen,

The world is full of work, thy angel-task begin.”

The tender thought that struggles within thy heart
of clay,
Thine own sweet angel gushings are with thee every

day ;
The flowers of thine own casket hoard not with miser
care,

Each real claim of science that comes within thy

reach,

Fear not to boldly practice, while others only preach ;

Fear not the scornful finger that points with cold dis-
dain,

For deeds of love ard mercy where custom doth re-
frain.

Whatever your heart or hand would do,.could you
come forth from heaven,

That work most faithfully pursue whene’er a chance
is given ;

When deeds deserving merit are spurned with rude
dismay,

Then think how spirit angels, are often turned away.

Thy footsteps may be lonely along tity angel path,

Yet working angels only, are happy on this earth ;

Be sure each worthy gem-spark that burns in this
frail frame

Will blaze at last in heaven, life’s bright seraphic {

flame. TRYPHERA C. PARDEE.

\

A BUNDLE OF PARADOXES.

A DISCOURSE DELIVERED IN THE Urica City
Opera House, sy Rev. E. P. PowsLL.

Circumstances have, the past week, driven
me to look through a few of the popular creeds
of Christendom and into a few theological treat-
ies. The peculiar tangle everywhere presentin
these, suggested to me the topic, A Bundle of
Paradoxes. Talking with a very distinguished
astronomer about these thingg, he said : “It is
not strange that there should be in the past a
vast amount of blundering, but the wonder is,
people insist on taking such things for facts
now. If Ifind an error in the figures of my
predecessors, I am permitted to correct the
"same ; but in theology the chief thing is not
to make any corrections at all. If Venus makes
a transit across the sun, shut your eyes every
night, lock up your telescope, and don’t find
out anythingnew. L think the reason pecple
profess to believe such monstrous paradoxes, is
the desire to hold on to ecclesiastical power.”

But I eaid, they profess to be open to
proof. O very well, but then they believe all
the same ; because faith is above reason, and
the highest proof is because so many have be-
lieved.” And this is my first paradox that
reason should be given to man as the final ar-
biter in all things. But what things are con-
tained in a specified book are not to be subject
to reason; they are revealed of God. How
do we know they are revealed? An appeal is
made to our reason, to show that they are re-
vealed because of miracles and prophecies.
But howdo we know the miracles were genuine?
On testimony. Butif we pronounce the evi-
dence unsatisfactory and contradictory, we are
told that these are the mysteries of God, and
to be taken on faith., So that our first Para-
dox poncernes the authority at the basis of the
whole system.

The rationalist answers no book is above rea
son. Whatever reveals isrevelation. Reason
is the final arbiter as to the authority of all
facts. Faith is never above reason. It is a
orime against our intellectual and moral na-
tures to credit the incredible. Spiritual facts
are like all facts, data to work with to reach
trath.

Paradox No. 2—God revealed himself speci-
fically and supornaturally, during a period of
human history. He will, we are told, do so no
more; yet the same or greater reasons remamn

for continual supernatural revelation,
The Rationalist answers : God reveals him-

gelf in and through the union of matter and
mind ; where matter is there must be God ;
where mind is, there must be God. All matter
and all mind is a revelation of God in propor-
tion to its quality ; there is no supernaturalism.

Paradox No. 3—God, we are told by the
creed, created the woild to manifest his glory:
Manifest it to whom ? evidently to hiscieatures.
Was God not gloricas before creation? is he
more glorious for the admiration of the crea-
tures of his hands? Why then did he not so
create, that all of his creatures should be an
honor to him, and recognize his glory.

The Rationalist answers: All creation is a
progressive unfolding of the true, beautiful
and good. There never was a creation ; or a
time before creation. God 18 the totality of
the true, beautiful and good, and is no more
glorified by us than the sun is honored by our
lookin% at it through our smoked glasses.

Paindox No 4—God is the essence of pri-
mal goodness, out of which all goodness is
born. Yet his end in creation, we are told,
was not goodness, but to glorify himself; 8o
that he recognizes no obligation to what he
makes,

The Rationalist answers : A moral being is
under obligation justin proportion to his power
and kunowledge ; God being power and knowl-
edge absolute, is infinitely more responsible to
a man to be just and kind, than a man is to
Him.” God we are taught to call Father. We
mean the universe is home. We are children,
God is the Head of the family of all intelli-
gence ; yet Fathér God deliberately of his own
good pleasure deoreed the eternal badness and
misery ot a part of his family. Any other
father doing the same, would be pronounced a
villain. Yet God is not only to be respected
but to be loved.

" The rationalist says the divine and ethereal
moral power in the universe is, and always
was a fofce to save and ennoble every one of us.

Paradox No. 6—The creed says God in s
anger doomed all to eternal perdition, and that
he is every day angry at the sinner. But that
Jesus died to save a few, and for them he sits
in his flesh at God’s right hand, pleading his
promise to spare for the sake of the death on
the oross ; yet we are told God sent Jesus to
die for this purpose ; making God masquerade;
or else a contradiction in the Divine nature.
He is angry yet not angry. He will damu, bat
he will save.

The rationalist answers: The anger and
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vindictivenessis ajfiction of undeveloped moral
natures, There is no real difference between
Moloch who demanded that children should
pass through the fire, and a God who elects rome
children to be saved and leaves the rest to go
to Hell. There is no essential difference be-
tween the God who requires human sacrifices
of bodies, and one who sacrifices souls. The
Christian God surpasses all others 1n malignity
and unbending wrath., The scheme that ends
in Hell, is the scheme of a Supreme Demon,

Paradox No. 7—The creeds tell us God fore-
willed the whole fature; when did he begin to
forewill ? Was there a time before creation?
What did he will then? Did Le exercise no
will? Or was it a will that was exercised on
himself ?  But if there was no matter and no
soul, what was there? Could God as a
creative power ever have been without creative
will ?

The rationalist answers, God and nature are
one. All matter and all soul, always existed
and always will.

Paradox No. 8—We are told God decreed
the whole future, involving the salvation of
some men,

But the elect would not have been saved had
not Jesus interfered and died for them, and
pacified Deity.  But unless the Holy Ghost
works on the heart of the elect, they will not
accept of Jesus, who alone can save them; al-
though decreed to be saved.

Nor even then can they be saved until
they will to let the Holy Ghost work in their
hearts, to incline them to accept Jesus, who
will see that the absolute decree be indeed a
certainty.

If this reads slightly hike the house that Jack
built, you must not blame the readep

The rationalist answers, salvation is wholly
in the human will to do the right and obey the
true.

I come now to a second set of Paradoxes,
which concern Jesus.

1st.—Jesus died for all, and the creed de-
clares that we are to pray forall. Yet as the
faots are, not one-hundredth of men have ever
heard of Jesus. As it is positively asserted
that in this life only is pardon, why should
we pray for those wko evidently will never
have the least chance for salvation.

The ratioualist answers, it is insufferable con-
ceit for you to pray for men a thousand told
better then yourself. And to assert that the
divine demand felt in every human heart to be
true, pure and honest meaus nothing, and when
obeyed, goes for nothing, with ene who seeks
for human betterment, 1s contrary to every con-
viction of human nature.

Paradox No. 2—In the contract with Jesus
a certan ivheritance of men was eternally
given to him, These were granted as a sign
of love to him. But if he be God, it was only
a sign of love of God for himself. Yet after
being eternally chosen for Jesus he had to buy
them with his blood. But if he be God he
bought them of himself ; yet he forever stands
at the right hand of God, pleading for the
saved. If he be God, then God stands at his
own right hand. If they be saved, why far-
ther plead for them? '

Rationalism answers, that all such complica-
tions and contradictions of personality and

character, are puerilities tobe classed with tales
of magic.

Paradox No.3—Jesus is God, God is Jesus,
God is unwilling to save us; Jesus wills to
save ug, therefore God is set against God.

Paradox No. 4—The creed says, Jesus was
both God and man in one person, and some
times the divine pature acted, and sometimes
the human. Therefore while acting as God
he held the human in absolute abeyauce aund
nullity, but when acting as man, did he hold
his Godhood in nullity? Who or what was it
in him over both natures which decided which
should act. Was it 1eason? If so, was that
reason human or divine ?  'While acting purely
as human, was he not capable of sin? Was he
anything but aman? What did he do with
his God head when it was rendered non active.

These we are told are mysteries of Godliness
and above reason.

The rationalist answers, they are elther above
reason or beneath it

Paradox No. 4—We read in Homer, Virgil,
and many other old authors, that on several
occasions virging bore sons to Gods; indeed
nearly all notable heroes, traced their origin to
such a source. In the Bible I read that Jesus
was born of a virgin and of the Holy Ghost or
God. The proof is nowhere attempted in any
such asserted case. I am taught to believe the
one care of Jesus, but to disbelieve all others.

Reason answers, this is the highway to fool-
ishness, and euch a belief is a finger post.

Paradox No. 5—Jesus bears my sins on the
cross, and atones for them. I also must suffer
for the same. His righteousness is accounted
mine, and I am saved by his deeds.

Rationalism answers, you cannot be pious by
proxy.. - Proxies have qpatrolled the destiny-of
mankind only for the worse. Kings have
acted by way of proxy for a whole people, de-
priving them of suffrage ; priests have served
as proxy for the conscience of the people ; by
proxy, babies’ bodies are baptised to save their
gouls ; Adam was proxy for all his descendants
in misery. He ate for us and therefore we die.
A goat was sent off into the wilderness bear-
ing the sins of the Jews by proxy ; Jesus was
God’s proxy to man ; he is maun’s proxy to God;
Ile died for us, and we are good by the proxy
of trust in Him. Your creeds come by proxy;
Moses was proxy for all astronomersand geolo-
gi8ts to expound the world and heavens. Paul
was proxy for all women to the end of time,
R wionabism declares that salvation demands my
owu personal atteution and consists in my per-
sunal obedience to the right.

Paradox No. 6—*Jesus is eternally begotten
of Gud.” “The Holy Spiiit proceeds from
the Father and Son.” DBut Je-us is “begotten
ot'the Holy{Spint,” who procceds from himself ;
whereas he was already begotten of the Father
from whom also the lloly Spirit proceeds.

Reason leaves this uuique problem to be
solved by inspiration.

Turn now to afew paradoxes of a third class,

No. 1—God is supreme and absolute, but he
had hardly finished a creation out of nothing,
with no hindrances or perplexing antagonisms,
than a force broke loose among those he had
called into existence, and wrought immense
havoc. It defiled and ruined bis whole work,
and left the Absolate Master to gather up a few

fragments from a general wreck. From that
time God deserted the world, pronounced man
a rebel and eternally gave up his scheme and
crcation as ruined. The perfect bccomes
imperfect. Then hereafter all is an effort
at restoration.  Then comes in hopeless.
ness ; then a heaven for the restored and
also a hell for the refused. Your magnifi-
cent Creator becomes a wrecker gathering a
few floats from the break up.

The schedule of restoration changes to one
of salvation, that to one essentially of damna.
tion. Punishing and destroying becomes
the creator’s chief end.

The chief end of man is to glorify God.

The chief end of God is to punish man.

Reason answers ; man is responsible only for
his own deeds and not for his forefathers.
is responsible only so far as his abilities and
advantages reach, and neither the world nor
the flesh are necessarily temptations. They
are more generally the most positive helps to
progress. Man 18 a creature under a process of
development. We live not under our best
conditions but where we can, where the
brute in us permits. The struggle for
existence is an attempt to adapt ourselves
to necessary surroundings. It makes Esqui-
maux, Patagonians and Caucasians. It saves
the fittest as things are, but not fittest ideally.

Paradox No. 2—Satan 18 a conscious moral
being, capable of moral choice and responsible.
Not one effort has ever been put forth to save
him, or to turn him to rightness. He is the
legitimate object of wrath; God as absolute,
might at least end his existence. He does not,
yet God 18 wise. He might never have created
him foreknowing what he would be. But he

-did, and-God is goods - - -

Rationalism says: Try to convert the devil,
if he exists, But as a matter of fact Satan is
only the result of looking in the glass of your
own conscience. There is no more proof of
the existence of a devil, than of the existence
of the Medusa or witches,

Paradox No. 3—Man is to be held absolute-
ly responsible for his actions and his beliets ;
yet his character was decreed before the world
was made. He sinned in Adam 4000 years be-
tore he was born. ~The devil was his compan-
ion, with full access to him to lead him. astray
in his infancy. The world in which he livesis
a temptation, 80 i8 his body. Thescheme of sal-
vation only the elect can accept. Three-fourths
of men never heard of it, yet every man is
fully re-ponsible for not accepling it

Paradox No. 4. —Men are divided into saints
aud sinners, but all saints are sinners aud all
sinners when saintly are yet sinners,

Reason avers that a saint1s only an advanced
sinner, one whese moral choice 18 mstinctively
for the good. A samt is by no meaus one who
has united with believers and been baptized.

Paradox No. 5.—Miracles were wrought
2000 years ago for God’s glory.  An authenti-
cated miracle now would certainly do as much
as then to glorify God; but it is forbidden us
to ask for or believe in any.

The Church is divided against 1tself on this
point and one party uses against the supposed
miracles of the other party precisely the same
arguments that rationalists urge agsinst the
miracles of both parties.
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Reason declares that the relation of God to
the ooincidences of every day life is purely
that of nature. He is law, and law is the life
of the universe.
of Divinity. But read your Thanksgiving
Proclamations, and you tind even the Stiate
bidding you render thanks for special provi-
dences.  As if God had been specially benign
this year or specially pliant to prayer or pecu-
liarly and unusually good natured, and we were
to thank Him for it.

Reason says all things work for good at all
times to men of right mind.

Paradox No. 6.—We are told that nature
was God’s own work, His will and idea put in
shape. Natural law is His legislation, yet we
are also told of the darkness of nature and the
lost condition of the natural man. Then must
we have a supernatural revelation of God to
make His natural work good and fit.

But as far asI can find it is from Nature we
get law, beauty, progress, love, truth, father,
mother, responsibility, and God himself. From
the supernatural we get broken laws, miracles
and prophecies; and for morals the duty
of obeying father and mother for the King-
dom of Heaven’s sake; for philosophy that
faith is above reason; a general subversion
of physical, moral and mental laws.

Rationalism answers that in Nature is the
whole law of the Supreme and Infinite good;
that the laws of nature hold as irresistible; and
no pretended prophet, priest or God can reverse
them. He only stands true to his own eternal
welfare who stands true to the laws of every
day life.

Paradox No. 7.—We are told that God
plauned in absolute wisdom and unlimited
power the universe sud its inhabitants; bat Ilis

,, plans were upset and a sad wreck made of His
« work; yet we are told that there were prophets
' in Israel who foretold what would take, place

i

)

-

thousands of years in the future.

Reason asks if God himselt cannot be sure
of the future, how can a man foretell what will
be a certaiuty.

Paradox No. 8.—It is declared to be a sin
for a non-elect person to do a right deed; but
that it i8 equally a sin for him not to do it;
nothing being sinless but what is done for
God’s glory.

Rationalism declares that right is right and
wrong is wrong, and that every right deed
must honor a good God; but that a selfish God
can be honored by neither those who serve
Him por those who despise Him.

Finally a Theological Parodox involved in
all the paradoxes enumerated is this:

The essence of true religion is unselfishness.
No one can escape the fact that Jesus’ Gospel
is the law of loving others truly and that it
involves human equality.

Yet the creeds unanimously and vocifer-
ously point to the attainment of Heaven as the
supreme end of a 1eligious life.

And this greed for Heaven has made Chris-
tian history a charnel house of murder and
torture.

Pat side by side the following: (1.) From
the Westminister Confession of Faith. %At
the day of judgment the righteous, being
caught up to Christ in the clouds, shall be set
on his right hand, and there openly acknowl-

Tt is the expression and proof

edged and acquitted, shall join with himin the
judging of reprobate angels and men, and shall
be reccived into heaven where they ehall be
fully and™lorever freed from all sin and misery;
filled with inconceivable joys, made perfectly
holy and happy both in body and soul, in the
company of innumerable saints and angels, but
especially in the immediate vision and fruition
of God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
and of the Holy Ghost to all eternity.” (2)
This from Jonathan Edwards on *“The torments
of the wicked,no occasion of grief to the saints in
Heaven.” “When the sainis in glory shall see
the doleful state of the damned, how will it
highten their sense of the blesseduness of their
own state; when they shall see the smokerof
their torment, and hear their dolorous cries and
shrieks, and consider that they are, In the
meantime, in the most blissful state, how will
they rejoice.” “It is now our duty to love all
men; but this is not the case in the other
world.” Now read Church history and sece for
a certainty that the righteous have not waited
altogether for the judgment day to increase
their joys at the expense of the sinners; and
you will join with me in saying that so detesta-
ble unrighteous and immoral a system of theo
logy never existed as this which overlies and
does its best to smother the religion of nature
and the religion of Jesus,

I do not fight religion, but the Christian
theology, that is a complexity of contradictions
ending in the ferocious struggle of the elect to
be happy, at the expense of the rest of God’s
creatures.

Poor abhored reason, “sinful reason,” “insuffi -
cient reason” says the sum of all religion is to
visit the fatherless and the widow in their
affliction; and to keep yourself unrpotted from
the world.

The rationalist says, that which conduces to
my neighbors joy alone can give me joy; and
that only can be salvation, which renders the
goul pitiful of even the most fallen.

Poor “despised nature,” in its darkness,
“fallen nature” goes rolling on through its gold-
en seasons working out the freedom aud equal-
ity,the joy and progress of every human being
—it tends for rightness. The heavens have not
forgotten to declare the glory of God, nor has
night forgotten to speak wisdom unto night.
But theology grinds humanity under 1ts wheels,
points to a viodictive God, announces a great
day of revenge and constructs a flell of eter-
nal torture. Nature smiles, the stars are our
friends, the days are treasure houses of delight,

the minutes drop down to us from the mint of

Divine love. Time bearsever onward, but we
have not yet come ir +ight of any change from
the parental plan of providence. Reason sug-
gests we shall not. It leads us to the briok of
the grave. We stoop and pick up there the
most beautiful flowers of tenderness and human
love. Saints and sinners alike smooth the pil-
low of the rich and minister to our needs.
Their tears mingle in the grave. Reason says
it will never be otherwise, but that humanity
will move helptully forward beyond the grave,
God inspired, toward a final brotherhood of the
true, beautiful and good.

O soft eternal blue,

Could I your depths look through,
This glorious night;

Beyon‘d the stars of gold,

Should 1 som -w iere behold,

An everlasting frown,

An angry God b2nt down,
Mortals to affiight?

What means this earthly sheen,

These hills and va'leys green,
Fillel with de ight?

Fréignted with love each day,

Smiesj yfulonitsw y,

Entrance i with rest and peace,
Comes on the night.

-

Som~where in ages past,
In the Infinite vast

Of nothingness
Was there a God, alone
With neither child nor throne,
Who plann-d crea ions round;
1ts g ories witaont bound

In selfisnness?

Then wil'ed to mr it all,
His cr:atures dooned t)» full
And deeme it well;

Who co»lly did debate

Alone d:iibe at»,

Crea 10ns without bounl,

Stars by stars nnfound,
And then a Hell?

And with sardonic face,

Call it infinite grace,
To save a few;

Order that all shall Jove

Himself. themselves above,

E'en those who're deomed to burn,

‘Wnose prayers hs wills to spurn,
Must honors strew?

O, mild eternal blue,
I tura agaia to you,
Inquiring turn;
The stars and I grow one,
Betwixt us smiles the sun;—
’Tis here the storms beat down,
And here, not there, the frown,—
Here mortals burn.

et

The Febrnary North American opens with
a “symposinm” on the revision of creeds. The
Rev. Dr. Henry C Potter says that modern
doubt councerna ttself rather with the middle-age
and modern excrescences of Christianity than
with its primary truths—its essence. He does
not regard it as an incurable or in all cases a
harmful disease. Out of it, he believes, ‘“‘there
is coming for those who are to come after us a
Credo, heartier and less intricate tormularies of
taith, and a more honest love and reverence for
those masculine virtues of which the longest
cree-ls have often been the least prolific but for
which the world of to-day, weaker ever in its
morals than in its faith, is most of all waiting.”
The Rev. D Howard Crosby knows of no Pres-
byterian mimster or layman who does not ac-
cept the Presbyterian standards “as an entire-
ty,” thoughitis thought that “some o€ the word-
ing might be improved.” The Rev. Dr. J. B,
Thomas thinks the alleged divorce of creed and
opinion 1 the evangelieal churches has been
greatly exaggerated, but confesses that, for his
own part, he prefers green pastures to baled
hay. The Rev. Dr. J. O Peck reports that
the Methodist clergy and laity are orthodox, but
admits that ‘there is “more lberality and
breadth in the statement of truth than former-
ly.” He thioks it would not pay the church to
reviee her creeds “in the vain hope to harmo-
mze them with newspaper theology.” The
Rev. Dr. G. F. Krotel says the Lutherans are
satistied with their creeds just as they stand;
and the Rev. Dr, Talbot W Chambers, though
personally in favor of modernizing the word-
g of the creeds of the Reformation, gives it
as his opwnion that the difference between ac-
cepted formula and actual belief in the Re-
formed (Dutch) church 18 “hardly appreciable.”
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’ For the OLIVE BRANCH, —
HAMLET WITHHAMLET LEFT OUT.

I have looked through several of the Easter
sermons, thinking it possible that some of the
polished, heavenly ambassadors would set in
order the evidence of man’s immortality; but
I am reminded of the words of that renowned,
consecrated, pulpit clown of New York, in de-
claring that after reaching IIeaven he would
like to spend the first ten thousand years in
looking into the broken side of Jesus. These
silk-plush, conservative gentlemen of the pul-
pit would insist on gazing into the open sepul-
cher of the noble religious reformer, who
departed this life near two thousand years
since, and there find all the evidence they
want, bearing upon the question, “If a man
die shall be live again ?” The cousoling proof
crops out all along the centuries, not only
previous to the birth of the lowly Nazarene,
but since that time; while during the last thir-
ty-five years it has come upon the world as an
over sweeping avalanche; and yet these highly
illuminated pulpit orators seem disposed to
ignore all but that one open sepulcher, in sam-
ming up their evidence. As the Scriptures
abound with allusions to spirit-return, we
might suppose that this would be counted in
while summing up; but, evidently, they are
fearful of carrying a grist to the mills of the
Spiritualists; therefore, they will confine their
argument to the resurrection of one individual.
If, as the orthodox churches claim, Jesus was
divine in a sense that no other man ever was,
then the clergy prove nothing in favor of the
immortality of the bhuman famly. A God
might rise up from out a sepulcher, while a

_ finite being could not.  The only way to make
of Jesus an example, is to admit that he was
only a good man. Even then it is doubtless a
mixtake to hold that his physical body rose
from the tomb, The Scriptures declare that
“Flesh and blood canuot inherit the kingdom
of God.” Science has demonstrated that a
physical body rising above a certain height,
the atoms must be dispersed.

But when one of these pulpit men gets fully
under way, in support of any special doctrine,
a few opposing texts from the Scriptures, or
facts from the domain of Nature, don’t seem
to stand in their way. I do not allow myself
to be surprised by anythiug an orthodox cler-
gyman may say, as it is germain to their trade
to hand out all sorts of fancy theological
wares, that will not stand the test of analyt-
ical investigation.

But when we hear from the Unitarian cler-
gy, with their accustomed liberality, refine-
ment and breadth of culture, we expect tliem
to hew prettty close to the line of reason, facts
and common sense. Rev. Wm. H. Furness,
D. D,, of Philadelphia, has long held the rep-
atation of being a man of talent and wisdom
<3 man of whom the Unitarians may be
proud ; but his late Easter sermon appears to
be a tangled web. He starts off by saying :
#The event which this day commemorates, the
re-appearance of Jesus alive, aiter death, to
Mary, is taken by the Christian world upon
trust. The faith professed in it is not a genu-
ine conviction founded upon evidence. It
rests solely upon authority.”  Notwithstand-
ing this trank declaration, the wortby divine

goes on through his discourse treating the
matter as though there need be no doubt
about the facts. - He gives us to urderstand
“that no similar case of the return of the
dead to life has ever been known before or
since the instances of it recorded in our Chris-
tian Scriptures.” Ilad his memory served
him a little better, he would not have forgot-
ten that upon the authority of the church
fathers, during the first two or three hundred
years after the death of Jesus, it was no un-
common thing for the dead to be raised to life
through the instrumentality of highly religious
persons, and long before Jesus was born the
Jewish Scriptures give similar accounts; but
all rest upon authority, all are unauthentic,
and all’contradict the unchangeable laws of
nature. This reverend gentleman is a little
bolder than some other clergymen, for he
ventures to lift his eyes for a moment from
the tomb of Jesus and looks farther for the
evidence of a future life. He says: “I have
just virtually admitted that no similar instances
of the re-appearance of the dead have occur-
red before or since those related in the Gos-
pels. But it must not be kept out of sight
that, whatever of fraud and delusion composes
modern Spiritualism, so called, there are facts,
not a few, well attested, not by Spiritualists,
facts which mdicate that the circle of our
knowledge is not complete.” While this is a
truthful admission, the mode of stating it is
rather a backhanded wipe upon Spiritualistic
investigators, What would this gentleman
think it some one should say to him: “There
may be much truth in Unitarianism, but Uni-
tarian clergymen, as witnesses in the matter,
are not to be counted.” — It is equivalent to
saving that a man who has studied law for
twenty years is not as good a judge of law as
some one who has never taken the trouble to
look into the subject.

All Spiritualists know very well that there
are dishonest frauds, trying to obtain & living
by imitating the Spiritual phenomena, but
these frauds are continually being brought to
grief by Spiritualists. Mr. Furness will ad-
mit that all good things have their imitations ;
even his sacred calling has its imitating frauds.
About every week the newspapers give us ac-
counts” of one or more of the consecrated
knaves who have fallen out of their pulpits for
the want of moral strength to keep in their
position. But if all these knaves who are
aiming to live by preaching, should be elimi-
nated from their pulpits, still, Rev. Mr. Fur-
ness would be left, together with many other
noble men, who honor their profession.

In this Easter discourse, Mr. Furness says :
“W hile some of the wonders recorded in the
Gospels may be exaggerations of ordinary in-
cidents, or even pure fictions—real wonders
are commonly attended by false ones—most
of the extraordinary things narrated I find to
be not miracles at all in the sense of interrup-
tions of the laws of nature, but events that
took place entirely within the order of nature
and in obedience to the deepest and most cen-
tral of natural laws ; namely, the law of the
power of the mind over the body, of the spirit
over matter.” This is good sound Spiritual
philosophy and proves that in some respects
this worthy gentleman 18 not far away jfrom

the Kingdom of Truth. He complains that
“The materialism, which is in the air, is mak-
ing skeptics of us all.” But spirit-commanion
is the true antidote for Materialism.

The properly informed Spiritualist is & de-
vout worshipper at the shrine of divine prin-
ciples, his faith in God is unbounded, and his
faith in the future happiness of the entire hu-
man family is assured. The terrible death-bed
to him is transformed, comparatively, into a
bed of roses. The poverty-stricken waif is on
his way to glory, and the lonely prisoner in his
cell, will yet be educated by lofty souls in the
grand universities of the higher life.

We adore the wisdom of the Most High in
planting us at the foot of an ascending ladder
and giving us an inherent impulse to upward
climbing, and that forever.

Unitariamism is good, so far as it goes, but
compared with Spiritual philosophy, it is but
the early dawn of the morning. Mr, Furness
seems to grieve over the fact that some ‘‘have
so feeble a faith in the energy of mind spirit,
that they find it incredible that the same pow-
er that created the organism can restore it to
instant soundness, when to all human seeming
it is fatally injured, and this, too, without any
violation of the pre-established order of na-
ture.” It is about time the clergy made up
their minds to excuse the people of this coun-
try from believing that God turns his laws
upside down, or 1n any way twists them from
their regular course of action, in order to ac-
commodate any special case..

Pretty much the whole nation prayed to
God to save the life of President Garfield, but
he did not. The clergy say they did not ex-
peot that Garfield’s lifo would be spared, un-
less in keeping with the divine will. There is
an uncomely seeming about such a statement.
It is equivalent to saying that God could have
gaved the president’s life, but would not.
How much more rational and philosophical to
say that God’s laws are the same “yesterday,
to-day and forever.” He performed no special
providence to save the life of any man. His
laws are his will, and science declares that
these laws operated thousands of years since,
the same as they do nuw.

It may be asked, do not Spiritualists be-
lieve that remarkable cures are sometimes
produced by invisible powers? Certainly
they do, but they have ascertained to their
entire satisfaction that such cures are perform-
ed by finite, invisible beings, acting under lim-
jtations. In some cases they can produce &
cure, but there are many ocases of disease
which they cannot cure. The instances which
we see in public print, attributed by well-

meaning persons, to God, are doubtless brought 4

about by ministering spirits. If Omnipotent
Power acted in such cases of restoration to
health, we might reasonably expect that any
and all cases of disease might be cured, but
the power is limited, and'subject to conditions.
Mr. Furness says that Jesus “saw in faith 8
power to which, in the nature of things, in the
very order of the world no bounds can be set.”

The experience of the human family daily
demonstrates that faith is not only bhnd, but
far from being omnipotent. Men are daily
falling down the financial ladder, because they
had faith to believe they could do that which
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they failed to do. This preacher says that
“God is not oabined, cribbed, confined in a
material mechanism. Through the agency of
faith, He can give instant sight to the blind,
speech to the dumb, and recall the dead to
life, and not one jot or tittle of nature’s laws
be disturbed.” These are brave words, but
the proof is needed and that the gentleman
does not produce. If faith is such a far-reach-
ing element as here indicated, the evidence
would be over-abundant everywhere ; it would
not be necessary to refer us to unauthentica-
ted instances in the long ago, or doubtful
statements at any time.

Clergymen no doubt intend to compliment
his Serene Highness, when they claim that he
can do innumerable things different from any-
thing he has done ; but this is all pure assump-
tion on their part. Men much accustomed to
philosophical thinking, are not prone to view
the subject in that way. It does not seem at
all probable that God, the very soul of all law,
should set aside his own rules of action. We
are obliged to walk agreeable to his laws, or
suffer the consequences, and it is fair to pre-
sume that God does not change his rules of
action, or depart from them.

W. CruRcH.

WiNDsor, Jan. 23d, 1888,

Bro. Jongs :—Having a leisure day I feel
prompted to write you respecting one of my
very first experiences in the way of spiritualism.

My first seance was with Dr. Slade, in the
spring of 1872, an account of which I may give
you at some fature time, I wish to speak now

y of the first verses that were written by my
v _hand under a powerful and irresistible in-
¥ flnence. At various times in my younger days
Lt I would try to compose a single verse in rhyme
© but it was always a failure,-and for years had
¢ never made any attempt in that line. In the
© fall of 1872 being at home, too sick to attend
to business, sitting pear a table, my mind al-
i most a blank, a voice commanded me several
times to write (spoken to the inward ear of
i course,) my hand was compelled rapidly to
write the following verses, after giving a fear-
ful war-whoop that made the very house ring
again:

AN INDIAN COMMUNICATION.

Many, many moons ago,

Dwelt our fathers in these lands,
Hunted here the buck and doe,

Where the white man’s wigwam stands,

On our lakes in sunlight gleaming,
Sped we in our light canoe,
Trapped the beaver and the otter
Tiil the shades of evening grew.
In the rocky, mountain gorges,
" BSlew the panther, killed the bear;
Met our foes in bloody battle,
Rapng our war-whoop on the air.
We could not with bow and arrow,
Face the rifle and the gun,
So they drove us, slow retreating,
Toward the western setting sun.

-

Soon, our fast decreasing warriors,
Gathered in the Splrit Land,
‘Miantonoma, Uncas, Baugus,
There they formed a glorious band.

All the white man’s wrongs forgotten,
In our hunting grounds once more,

Learn we great Manitou’s* lessons,
Learn his wisdom evermore.

When from earthly life ascended,
Gathered on our peaceful plain,
Here, most distant tribes are blended,

Ne'er to sepurate again.

Come they from the northern mountains,
Come they forth from southern vales;

Come from Holyoke from Wauchusett,
From sunny lands of perfumed gales.

From the Rocky Mountains came they,
From beyond Nevada's snow;

From the Sacramento’s fountains,
Where the golden crystals glow.

From the falls of Minnebaha,
From the great lakes of the north,
From the land of Pucahontas,
" From the land of Chectaws birth.

From the mighty Mississippi,
From Missouri’s turvid stream,
California's rocky gu ches,
Where the silver tressures gleam.

From that valley where our fathers,
Gathered many moons ago,

Reared their wigwams, sat in council,
On the river Ohio:

From the prairies wide of Texas,
Border land of Mexico,

Comes Apache, and Comanche,
The wild and free Arapahoe.

From our homes long since deserted,
Driven by our pale-faced foe,

We are gathered here in council,
Where the peaceful waters flow.

Here, Great Spirit, He doth teach ys,
Love to all his sons below,

Love that makes us all as brothers,
Makes our hearts with peace o'erflow.

Now we come to earth to cheer you,
Guide and help you on your way,

Through the darkness that surrounds you,
Lead you up to heavenly day. -

To the land of endless summer,
‘Where immortal roses bloom,

Where the breath of pure white lilies,
Fills the air with sweet perfume,—

Where sweet birds are ever singing,
In the bowers of Paradise.
Where the air is always balmy,.
There will loved ones meet your eyes.

When life’s moments fast are waning,
And you near the shiniog shore,

There we'll be with hope sustaining,
Guide to pleasure evermore.

Bright the spirits that will greet you,
In the glorious summerland,

Bright the homes that there await you,
Mansions, of your loving band.

F. BoLLgs, 1873,

CAMP MEETING AT LEILY DALE

The 7th annual camp mekting of Spiritual-
ists, will convene at Leily Dale, Casadaga
Lake, N. Y., Saturday, July 21st, and close
Augaust. 12th, 1883,

The prospects are that this will equal, or
surpass any previous meeting held on those
grounds, in quality of speaking and character ot
mediumship. It has been the observation of
speakers, mediums and visitors, that the Leily
Dale camp-meetings are unsurpassed in excel-
lence and spirituality. Thus far the most at-
tractive and exalting influence have prevailed,
which are tangible to all who come within the
sphere of the Leily Dale meetings, and it is
hoped the same spirit will continue to bless
and prosper these annual gatherings. The
following speakers are engaged:

Judge R. 8. McCormick, Franklin, Ps. ; Prof. A.
B. Bradford, Enon Valley, Pa, ; Moses Hull, Erie,
Pa. ; Geo. W. Taylor, Lawton, N. Y. ; Mrs. Mattie
E Hall, Erie, Pa. ; Mrs. C. Fannie Allym, Stonebam,
Mass. ; Mrs. E C. Woodruff, South Haven, Mich.

Among noted medinms who are engaged

are : .
Mrs. Maria Randell, Lavona, N. Y, ; Miss InezHun-
tington. Randolph, N Y. ; Mrs. Carrie E. Twing,
Westfield, N. Y. ; Mrs. Anna Kimball, Dunkirk, N.
Y. ; Mrs. Jennie Allen, Gowanda, N. Y.; Mrs, 8.
Hearwick, Jamestown, N. Y. ; Mrs. M. E Williams,
New York City, who is one of the best medinms for
materialization. Henry B. Allen, Massachusetts ;
D. A. Hearrick, New York.

This meeting is located on a beautifal island
in a charming lake on the line of the Dunkirk,
Allegany Valley and Pittsburg R. R. To
meet the growing needs of visitors, a large ad-
dition to the hotel is now in process of oon-
struction. There will be ample accommoda-
tions for all visitors, at reasonable rates. Tents
supplied on the grounds for those who wish,
Ample room for tenting free. Board on the
grounds, $1.00 per day. Admission 10 cents.
Come and enjoy one of the most interesting
occasions that the season affords.

Passengers over the Lake Shore, Michigan
Southern, New York and Erie railroad will
change cars at Dunkirk, and take the Dunkirk
and Allegany Valley railroad for Leily Dale.
Passengers over the New York, Pennsylvania
and Ohio R. R., and passengers over the Buf-
falo and Jamestown R. R., will change cars at
the Atlantic and Great Western looping and
take the D. A. W. and P. R. R. to Leily Dale.
Passengers can get excursion tickets to Chaa-
tauqua at low rates ; change cars in Dunkirk
or Atlantio and Great Western, looping.

Turo. C. ALpEN.

'| Casadaga, N.Y.

-

THREE ANGEL VISITANTS.
Selected by F. Bolles, Windsor,

Father, dear father, a youag child said,

At she stole one night to his lonely bed,
Father, O come to my room with me,

And three beautiful angels there you'll see.

Just now as I lay with half-closed eyes,
I heard a sweet song from the sparkling skies ;
And as I was wondering what it could mean,
Mother, Mary and Willie came glidiag in.

They hovered around my little bed,
And each laid & hand on my aching head ;
The tears from my eve lids fell like pearls,
But they wiped them away with my loosened
curls.
I'll tell you, dear father, why I cried ;
’['was because with them we had not died ;
I thought when they'd goune how lonely 't would be
To live all alone here, just you and me.”

¢ 'Tis a dream, a dreaw. my precious child,
Your aching head made your fancy wild ;"
“A dream, O, father ? that could not be,
For dreams do not come and talk with me.

“And they did ta'k, for sister Mary said .
Her spirit was blest though her body was.dead ;

And she said that but once the lowers would die
Ere I found my home 'neath her own bright sky.

And litt'e Willie, as he stood there,
With his mild blue ey and shining hair,
Lispcd amid smiles I still can see, .
‘Come, little sister, go home with me.’

But my gentle mother’s eve grew dim,

As she said ‘let him stay and comfort him, -
To both a few days of sorrow are given,

We'll then have them, Willie, with us 1n heaven.
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WHAT ARE WE TO UNDERSTAND
BY THE TERM GOD, AS MADE
USE OF BY BOTH SPIRITS AND
MORTALS.

The subject before us was suggested by a
reader of the OLive Branch, and as we fre-
quently make use of the term God or Deity,
we feel that is due to the parties, that we
give an explanation of what we mean by the
term when used. A great deal of valuable
time has been wasted in attempting to define
what God is, what he is like, and what his par-
poses are in relation to mankind.  Certain ones
entertain the idea that a spirit after leaving
the physical form comes into possession of
powers and faculties which the human
knows not of, thereby assum'ng, that a spirit
though in all respects human before the change
ocourred, loses all its haman attributes, and,
as if by magic is transformed into something
not wholly human or deific; but by some pro-
oess he obtains enough ot the Deific to enable
him to confound the most wise in human form
with superior logic and powers of reason,
Though we have been an inhabitant of the
spirit world for centuries, we have never had
the good fortane to meet any of those demi-
gods, but in every instance tke human is plaio
ly manifest as when occupying a place among
the children of men; but mentally some have
accquired a knowledge of epiritual things
that they could not have done had it not been
possible for them to have continued in their
fleshly form for as many cenutries. It should
be understood that a man’s education is often
oontrolled by .circumstances surrouuding

-~ ——— —him; --As Paul-puts it, *“When they would do

good, evil is ever present,” so it is in regard to
man’'s progress in the pursuit of knowledge,
when they would be something more than hu-
man, they find themselves environed by those
very qualities which make them what they are.

Maun’s conceptions of God are in most in-
stances borrowed from the mythologies of past
ages; the only perceptible difference consists
1 the character ascribed to Deity by men of
the present age, which is largely the result of
education. In olden times, every human pas-
sion was supposed to be the influence of sonre
god operating upon them, and every exalted
thought was credited to this same power; when
all things were lovely, God was pleased; when
there was commotion, pestilence, war and
famine, God was angry; God was sunshine and
storm, light and darkness. In those days men
fashioned their gods according to their own
conception, and if any one wishes tosee the
kind of gods which rule the world in an-
cient times, they can do so by visiting some of
the museums of the old world.

But the Christian man deigns to have a better
conoeption of God than did of ancient times;
but the highest idea yet reached is the exalted
human. They ascribe to Jesus powers that no
other being ever posessed, but they never lose
ight of the haman. But it has never been,
proven that in any instance did Jesus mamfest
powers or ahility to perform anything that hax
not been duplicated by man since his time,
therefore, if the possession of strong medium
powers by Jesus was evidence of divinity, the.

" every one possessing kindred powers must be
equally divine; for ozly by the works he per-

formed did he leave an impression wupon the
rminds of men that he was other than human.
When we compare the accredited sayings of
Jesus, with the sayings of other noted charac-
ters, we fail to see wherein he transcended
other men, but ignorance of the law by which
his works were preformed, led his immediate
followers to deify him; butslowly as the mind
of man grasps the principles underlying the
law, and upon which it rests, they lose their
reverence for past idolatries and the human is
made to shine more brightly., The most that
can be said ot Jesus is, that he was mentally
and spiritually far in advance of the age in
which he lived; but if every such person 1s to
be deified by those who know them best, in a
few years there will be countless numbers of
deities, and it will be difficult to determine
which one is to be most honored.

The idea entertained by many regarding
Deity is, that he is a something neither wholly
human, nor wholly divire, but i8 8o constructed
that it is possible for some finite beings to in-
flucnce him by prayers and petitions; a little
flattery too is deemed very potent at times,
frequent reminders are also necetsary to keep
bim in his line of duty. While considered all
powerful, he lacksin powerto control and keep
in check the evil propeusities of his children;
is All-wise and yet refuses frequent reminders
of his duty. Isall merciful, yet decrees before
birth the destruction of a part of the human
family. Is unchangeable, yet promises to for-
give the sins of his children in one stage of
existence, but turng a deaf ear to all their ap-
peals for mercy after a change of worlds has
been made. Is a Father to day; a.relentlese
Judge to-morrow. The spiritualistic idea of
God differs from all these which we have men-
ticned; we do not look for spiritual favors,
but wheu chavges are desired we know that
they ouly can be perfected through a knowledge
of law, and a compliance with its demands.
The Bible says no one can look upon the face
of God and live. This may be true of the kind
of God whose character is given in the Bible;
but the thinking men of this age do not any
longer contine themselves to the Bible, but
in the universe they both see aud feel the in-
fluence of a power which they recognise as
more than buman, more than angelic, and hence
in speaking of this power they use the term
God, not because there is no other term equally
cognprﬂbeusiv'e, but because the world through
the influence of education comprehends better
our meaning.

In speaking of wisdom as being an emana-
tion from the divine soul of the universe, we
do not refer to the Christian’s God, but to that
unknown power which acts upon the sensibilities
of mankind, bringing them into closer relation-
ship with the soul torces of the universe. We
hold that it is just to gauge what is called In-
finite intelligence by the same means we would
be warranted in appealing to bumaniotelligence,
the exercise of reason, for by no other means
can the finite mind come to a just conclusion
regarding both. In forming conclusions as to
the value of human intelligence the character
of the individual is enquired into; the oral and
written words and opinious analyzed, and in

the majority of cases very little found worth
pursuing. Now the mind of man must be a

part of what is called the divine mind, differ-
ing only in degree, and therefore while you
are analyzing human intelligence, you are at
the same time criticising the forces which oper-
ate upon man, producing thoughts and awaken-
ing in him intelligence, and while some people
would be shocked at the idea of questioning
what they suppose to be specifically Deific,they
to a certain extent do what they so much
object in others. If it is a crime to question
the value of intelligence derived from one
source it is equally criminal to accept without
question in the other case, because there is in
reality but one source or fountain of intelligence;
though operating or flowing through countless
channels, the chain which links man to the
spirit Father of the universe is the same in
effeet mentally as physically.
dren of a common parent, then we must inherit
in a certain degree the characteristics of that
parent, and as we see men swayed by passions
8o we read of God being moved by similar pas-
siong; and as we see men actecated by a epirit
ot love, 80 we also read that God is a being of
love, bence there are parallel lines running all
through the spirit and material universe, and
it is as impossible for anyone to define distinct-
ly when the Deific ceases and the human begins
as it is to say positively this is of God and that
18 human.

The God idea is as old as time; everywhere
we find man whether in a state of barbarism
or in the highest walks of civilization, he feels
the presence of this overshadowing power, and
by common consent they ecall this power God.
The source from whence inteliigence is derived
is & mystery that never has been solved;
thoughts flow in upon the human brain, but
who can trace them to their fountainheads? In
olden times every new idea was ascribed to the
ruling Deity of the person or people; hence,
we find that Moses makes it appear that God
spoke to him directly, but not to the people,
using the orginism of Moses as his mouthpiece.
Now, we don't Lelieve that auy intelligent
person really believes what Moses says of Him,
and the mott advanced thinkers deny the
authority of Moses to speak for God as he was
in the habit of doing; but they recognise an

It we are chil-

|

intelligent power existing from whence intelli-
gence is imparted, and so long as man is un-
able to trace out the source frcm whence they
obtain their knowledge of things, they will ;
coutinue to acknowledge their iguorance by !
the use of the terms God or Deity. In refer- ¢
ence to epiritual communication we ree this
same custom continued, for sphits know no
more of these founta:ns of intelligence than
mortals do. As for seeing God,they can no more
sce Him than can mortale, but being divested
of their material clothing, they are rendered
more susceptible to the influence of the powers
that be, but God is a8 much an unsolved prob-
lem to them as when they were clothed in mor-
1al flesh.

In speaking of God as Father we have refer-
ence to this overshadowing spirit of intelligence.
Our thoughts come Lo us as silently as the
breezes of evening, and there 18 an icvfluence
operating upon us—leading us away from what
we feel to be human, aud we tay these things
are from God. Before the advent of modern
spiritnalism gods were as plentiful as the star
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in the skies; every one had their god though
they may deny our statement, yet we know it
to be true; every denomination has its God
even at the present time, and never until de-
nominations or sects are swept away, will there
be a recoguition of one God, the Father of all
and no respecter of persons.

The general drift of religious thought is in
the direction of theism;at the present time the
only truly ones who can be called theists are
spiritualiste, but there are those who deny the
divinity of Jesus, but still they canuot let go
this idea that somehow God manifests his
preseuce in more than one form, they are in a
transitory state, aud will in due time arrive at
the point when they must accept the spiritual-
istic idea, or cast their lot with the materialist.
The more the Bible is studied analytically the
less of God will there be seen in the sayings of
Moses; and the more the character of Jesus is
studied in comparison with other men, the
more human will he appear. There is on
the part of the Church a tendency to deplore
what is called the degeneration of man; but
can his searching after truth though it may
make him skeptical regarding things of the
past, be considered as lapsing into a degenerate
state? The most earnestseckers after truth in
the world to-day are spiritualists, Not being
satisfied with what nature reveals to them in
our sphere of life, they have invaded the uni-
verse of spirit life, and demand from those
dwelling therein information touching the con-
dition of the so-called dead; for with all the
knowledge possessed regarding temporal mat-
ters, there is a vacancy in the mind of man
when brought to consider spiritual things, that
can ouly be filled by a knowledge of what lies
beyond the boundaries of mortality. To this
end the most active of human research is now
being directed; these truth seckers meeting
men upon the street, or in business relationship
may not make an exhibition of this interesting
question, but still the stream of thought flows
on the spirit refuses to down at the bidding of
custom or trade, and insists on being heard.

To search after these things which have a
direct bearing upon man is perfectly legitumate,
but suppose man was able to define what God
was, and could givein detail every attribute of
character he possesses, what benefit would it
be to the world of humanity? No one could
ever expect to reach the plane of perfection,
therefore we repeat what has been often given
before, “that the study of God in the direction
of finding out what He 18 or where Ile ig, is a
waste of valuable time, The all important
study for man is himself, and if feeling the
need of help, let him ask some one that he can
call by name, and oue he knows has a kindred
feeling with himself; never go away from home
to ask for favors until you have been denied
them there, never call upon God until you have
tested to the fullest extent all human resources,
and when we speak of the human we do not
confine ourselves to the terrestrial ephere of
life alone, but we include every sphere where
human intelligence can be found. There is no
reason why mankind should not bein full com-
munion with other worlds, if they will get rid
of that feeling of saintliness 1egarding what
lies beyond them, and which is traceable ta
ignorance and the ‘nfluence of what is callel

religious education. Man is the highest type
of animal li‘e yet developed, but the mind of
man can go no farther in its conceptions of
perfection than a perfectly formed man, in the
acquisition of knowledge no matter how ear-
nestly nature may speak, human intellect is
required to study into and explain the secrets
hidden in the uufolding forces of natural life.

Wherever we find maukind, whether as mor-
tals or spirits, we find them traveling in circles;

they start with the early morning breezes of

life, with a determination to find out who they
are, where they came from, and where they
are going, as they grow in years they become
self-conceited; but follow them on as they con-
tinue their investigation, and 1nvariably they
will close their earthly career by returning to
their first lesson, and if you were to question
them they could only answer, we come, we go,
we shall continue to live, but the final goal of
human destiny is as yet as de: p a mystery as
it was centuries ago,

Spirituallsm has performed an important
mission since it was revealed to mankind; we
hear less doubt about Gabriel’s trumpet blow-
ing, and less about Judgment Days, no intelli-
geut person believes in the resurrection of the
physical body any longer, only an occasioual
fossil is found who will admit that they ever
believed it. In olden times men professed to
know a great deal more about God than they
do to-day, the more the race grows in wisdom
the more they are willing to confess theirigno
rance. All we can say is, beyond the boun-
daries of present human discoveries there ap-
pears to be a something possessing intelligence,
power, strength and wisdom; we don’t know
who or what it is, we call it God, other naticen-
alities have other names which they apply to
it, but when any one is asked to defiue God
they never yet found the limits of their faney,
they picture an exalted typs of manhood, that
is all. God by any other appellation would be
the same incomprchensible power; this power
we geein o sense intensely, and a3 we contem-
plate it we feel our own weakuess to such an
extent that ipstinctivelv we bow before it ang
render homage to it. But if ausked to describe
ordefine what we earnestly feel we cannot do

-it; every one must form their own conceptions

of what Deity is; no two will ever agree, for
while two persons may see alike they cannot
feel alike, hence- whatever is to be fashioned
by the interior soul forvces of man, will be a
true conception to that individual, but not to
another, With these thoughts we take leave

of you for the present.
Joux MirToN,

—_————————

THE GLUOSTS OF TO DAY.

Tue MysteErIous WARNING IN THE EARL oF
A1rLir’s Faminy.
From the London Telegraph.

Mrs. Ann Day (formerly Gladden) of 31 Bur-
goyue road, S. W., writes questioning the state-
ment of Mr, Macleod that the traditional warn-
ing of impending disaster in the Airlie family
consists only of the sound of a drum. She
says:—

Early in the year 1845 I went to Cortachv
castle in attendance upon Miss Margarct Dal-
rymple, who was paying a two days’ visit to

the Earl and Countess of Airlie. We arrived
late in the evening, and Miss Dalrymple had
only just time to dressfor dinner. As she rest-
ed for a few minutes on a sofa, however, (this
she told me some time after we had left the
castle) she heard distinotly, as if imwediately
beneath the floor, the sounds of fifes and after-
ward the beating of a drum. While at dinner
she remarked to Lord Airlie, who sat near her,
“What is that strange music you have about
the house? You assuredly have an excellent
piper.” Lord Airlie, without replying, dropped
his knife and fork and retired from the dining
room. Later in the evening the place seemed
to be all in confusion, and I learned that Lord
Airlie,afterleaving the table, went to thelibrary
and dined in solitude,

The next morning, while the famlly were at
breakfast, I was quite alone in Miss Dalrymple’s
room, and as I stood before the fire I heard, as
I thought, a carriage drive up, and stop dead,
directly under iny feet. Immediately there fol-
lowed the souund of another ocarriage driving up
and stopping in exactly the same manner. And
then, as if following the vehicles, came the
tramp, tramp, tramp, of marching soldiers.
Then I heard some shrill notes of the fife so
distinctly that I looked round instinctively, ex-
pecting to see a piper in the room. In another
moment I was still more startled by the beat-
ing of adrum. About this there was something
indescribable disagreeable; it seemed as if the
drummer were making his way through the
floor. Being a perfect stranger to the place, I
thought there might be a coach road and an
entrance door to the castle, near the room iun
which I stood, and that some distinguished
guests were arriviug or departing,  On looking
out of the window, however, I found there was
no door or coach road near, and not a haman
being was to be seen. 1 concluded, therefore,
that the sounds must have been echoed from a
dirtance. ,

The next morning hefore our departure, Lady
Airlie came to tte door of Miss Dalrymple’s
room, to give her a £5 note for an orphan
school in which she was interested, Neither
of us ever saw the countess again. She was
confined of twins at Brighton some months
afterward, and died. It was not until Miss Dal
rymple, a few days after we left the castle, ask-
ed me if [ had heard “the strange music there,”
that I disclosed my experience, and then for
the first time I learned from her the tradition
about the Airlie drummer boy. She told me
that she hereelf had been totally in ignorance
of it until her alluxion at the dinner table to the
music she had heard elicited from another guest
an explanation.

It becomes more certain every day, that some
more tenable views concerning the relation of
Divine grace to the heathen world than ortho-
doxy has held, must be found. Men will no
longer believe that millions of people are going
annually to everlasting perdition through the
failure of men to go and tell them that God
loves them., The recent anti Dorner theology
that has arisen in Boston is little better than
ridiculous. At the same time the New Testa-
ment plainly teaches that a knowledge of the
Gospel is indispensablej; a knowledge of God
as the Gospel reveals Him. Christ charges his
disciples with the duty of preaching his Gtospel
in all the world to every cteature,

The true theology, new or old, is one that
will contain all the tacts in the case, and at the
samo time promise that the heathen are not all
going down to hell. The dootrine that they
are thus doomed is no longer believable,
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The death of Mrs. Mary Powell, removes
another of the old landmarks of Chnton, She
had resided 1n this county for about 60 years;
in Clinton over 50; the rest of the time in Utica,
on Washington street. When she married
John Powell, her only son, L. O. Matthews,
was one of the wealthiest owners of propellers
and schooners on Lake Erie, as well as forward-
ing merchant, located 1o Cleveland.  He was
proud of being able to get to Chicago in six
days including nights. Mr. Powell had, also,
two sons, both now deceased. There were
born to the two, Edward and Platt, both min-
isters, and one of these now located in Clinton,
but preaching in Utica.

Mrs. Powell was 76 years old, and her illness
became serious on her birthday. Two days
previous, she had asked to have a tree ready
for her to plant on her birthday. When told
ehe should have one to plant on her 90th,
ghe replied. This is my last birthday: T am
nearer my end than you think, On the eve-
ning of hersixth day of iliness, she died as if
still sleeping, without a struggle. She left
tender words for all and was to the last mo-
ment, & peculiarly motherly character.

Her views had for nearly ten years, been
decidedly averse to common theology. When
dying she said: “I have not one worry about
what is to come. It is all right. I am no
longer atraid of God.” She requested to be
buried among her flowers instead of a cemetery;
a place she had always disliked. Her whole
life had been devoted to culture of plants and
trees, for which she was noted.

An emphatic character, a hard worker, de-

_ yoted to anti-slavery and temperance reforms

when they were most unpopular, she never
failed to stand true to principle at any sacrifice.
Mr. Powell died 38 years ago, suddenly, in the
field. Since that time, she had been untiring
as a mother and honored by all for her neigh-
‘borly kindness.

Her funeral was on Sunday, at 3 P. M., at
her residence on College Hill. Many friends
were present from Utica and Deansville as
well as Clinton. The exercises were largely
singing, by the choir of Mr. Powell, who kindly
came out from Utica; also by a delegation of
theDelta Upsilon college society, which society
was formed in her house, holding its meetings
there for over a year, David Williams, of
Utica, read a few appropriate passages from
different writers, and made a few exceedingly
apt remarks, of which the following is a sum-
mary:

We are again, dear friends, bronght face to
face with that ever recurring force we call
Death! Tt is universal in its demands. It
lays its hands alike on budding infancy and
old age. To the materialist, it brings deep
gloom and black despair. To the open eyed
and healthy soul it adds another link in the
golden chain that binds the two worlds in one.
For, it is as patural to die as it is to be born;
and so, in obedience to this primal law of nature,
our loved ones pass one hy one, from terrestrial
scenes, They glide from ourgaze, likea cloud
in the azure blue; they slip through our affec-
tions like a passing sunbeam—we clasp their
baud and only ashadow remains—we twine
them round our heart-strings, but the golden

chord is severed, and they have disappeared
from view. And yet our dear ones are not
dead—we can never bury them. When Soocrates
was asked where they should bury him, he
said, “bury me where you please, but catch me
tirst.” Our venerable friend and mother 1s
not in this casket; we see only her eclothing,
the old worn out house she once inhabited.
This corruptible must put on incorruption and
this mortal must put on immortality.

O Death, thou sweet messenger of life and
light! Thou liberator of the spirit from the
tabernacle of the flesh in which 1t cares to live
and work no longer. O friends, were our eyes
opened and our vision purged—did we but hve
more in the spiritual and less in the sensual,
we should never lose sight of our dear ones in
their transition from the realm of sense into
the realm of spirit.

For this change, we call it death, from lower
to higher conditions, is in harmony with the will
of the Infinite wisdom and goodness, it is essen-
tial to the unfoldment and development of the
possibilities that are wrapped ap in our nature,
and for the ripening of the life germs that in-
here in our being at birth. Our true Father has
given humanity an eternal and unperishable
life. And O! how inspiring the assurance
(for I feel it to be an assurance) that we shall
meet our loved ones gone before, and perform
with them Whatever of tasks that are adapted
to our highest improvement and best welfare.
And how true it is, that in an hour like this,
when our hearts are saddened, we come in
sweet communion and sympathy with heroic
spirits and loyal souls and say as Jesus did in
his agony of souls when he exclaimed, “My God,
my God, why hast thoy forsaken me?” Bat
he had to pass through the gate of Death to
glory and immortality. Our venerable sister
has also passed over the same stream, and
is now living a more real, truer and
nobler life than this earth condition could fur-
nish. May we so live, so adjust ourselves to
the seen and unseen, that when our work is
ended in this sphere, our loved ones will wel-
come us with, “well done thou good and faith-
ful servant,” enter thou not into rest and eternal
psalm-singing, but 1nto more active service,
where our brightest hopes and best aspirations
will be more and more fully realized. O how
joyous to die in springtime when nature is un-
folding her ever hidden and mysterious forces,
but how muoch more blessed to wake up, as our
sainted mother has, in a land of spiritual beauty.
Heaven, did we but know it, is in our very
midst. May we be so develojed in the soul
forces of our being that we each may realize
that condition of deep repose and inward har-
mony here and now.

Before the body was deposited in the grave,
the following poem, written by Rev. E. P.
Powell, was read:

Let me lie among my flowers she said,
The flowers I loved so well;

Where the lilics will blossom over my head,
And the roses their love will tell,

Let the mignonette creep around my feet,
And the tulips ward the rain;

Let tie Junes and Augusts their love repeat,
And bring me their songs again,

Plant no stone above my head,

Draw warm, sweet earth around;

Then let me rest not like the dead,
But as one whom Peace has found.

Say no’prayers to win me a right,
To the Heaven my life has won;

‘What is wrought that stands in his right:
And the deeds that I have done.

Let no one come to prate wild dreams,
Of a world he has not seen;

1 see, as I look, the morning gleams,
Of a nobler day, I ween.

80 bear}her, friends, to the resting place,
To her cush.on of turf and flow.rs;

While ever we think of her mc therly grace,
And treasure her still as ours.

The body was then deposited in a beantiful
evergreen enclosure, filled with tulips, after
which friends flung in handsful of flowers,
and the following poem by the same author
was read:

Dear hands! 8o full of toil and care,
Rest thou in peace;

Dear heart! so full of love and prayer,
Take thy release.

A life filled full of goodly deads,
Can never die;

Thou needest not the pledge of creeds,
This change to try.

Among thy flowers! there we lay,
Thy weary head;

Thou lovedst them alive; and they
Will love thee dead.

Thy love for us again shall bloom,
In lily sweet;

And’in the violets’ perfume,
Our souls shall meet.

Above thee, naught but God, we see,
And He is love;

He came to us, brave soul, in thee—
A Holy Dove.

O mother love! Now say all men,

i Can God reveal;

Himself incarnate, more than when
Such love we feel?

Thy work was done! the tools grown old,
Were laid away; :

The twilicht lingered long, till gold
Hemmed in thy day.

Another day will break thy slecp,
Another morn,

And thou wilt smile, c'en a8 we weep—
Thy strength reborn.

For night is but the nurse of day,
And death of life;

And what seems most to be decay,
With growth is rife.

Led by both choirs all sang, “Nearer, my
God, to Thee,” and the beautiful service was
closed. -

—_——————

But recently we recorded the case of Pas-
tor Byse of Brussels, who was excluded from
the Evangelical Synod ot Belgium for holding
and teaching the doctrine of *‘conditional im-
mortality.” A fund is rolling up for his sup:
port as pastor of one of the largest churches
in Brussels. Now comes the case of the Rev.
Walter Dening, who, for ten years, has been a
successful worker in Japan under the auspices
of the Church Missionary Society of England.
He has repudiated the doctrine of the patural
immortality of the soul, and avowed the doc-
trine of a conditional immortality. For this
doctrinal change he has been excluded from
his association with the missioLary society.
The question threatens to become a “burning”
one in England, where many eminent and godly
men hold the heretical views. Let us hope that
this particular question may burn itself out or

up over there.— Hartford Courant.

Digitized by GOOS[Q .



July, 1883,

The Olive Branch.

129

Hax~cock, MiNn., June 8th, 1883.
To the Editor of the Olive Branch :

Sitting here all alone this beautiful evening,
I am, after all, not alone; there are unseen
faces which seem to whisper to me these
words, “Let your light shine,” and so right
here I obey the command. I have now and
then let a little light shine, and have found it
to be a comfort to others and perhaps some
one in darkness will find comfort and consola-
tion in my poor formed letters ; if so, I will be
doubly paid tor it.

I will give in as close a space as possible
some of my experience : I was converted to
good as a christian at eighteen years of age,
and I truly have never been sorry I experienc-
ed so good a change ; for through it, I have
been brought to see and live on the borders of
a summer-land. I studied medicine and had
not a cent to educate myself with. I sawed
wood and cared for the doctor’s horses for my
board and use of his books, and through ans-
wer to prayer the money came to attend ool-
lege with. I have always prayed aund prayer
has done much for me. I longed so much to
have something besides my education in med-
icine and one morniog riding alone}l got out of
my buggy and prayed. O, the darkuess
around my soul wasso great! yet I tried to
sing. After that prayer and on the prairie
alone the angels came. How little I under-
stood the manner in which God answered
prayers that day. I heard of Dr. Mitchell in
Minneapolis and how I trembled to approach
him. How could I meet a Spiritualist? Nev-
er will I forget how deeply I drew in my soul
every word he spoke.

I was at this time running 4 hospital in ans-
wer to prayer. I had not a cent to help these
saffering ones around me, and not a cent did
we have to ask for out side of praying for it.
And how wonderfully we prospered. I did
not lose but one patient in two years, and our
usual namber of patients was six, at time
Dr.Mitchell told me T had a guide, a spirit-
doctor, and described him to me. Ilow I
longed tosee it myself. low earnestly did I
pray for it, little dreaming of the terrible
persecution that must come with these divine
helps.

I saw Mitchell often and as often condemn-
ed for it. Finally I wrote to different medi-
ums and all told me the same thing and de-
scribed exactly the same spirit guides and all
said they could not get his name. One medi-
um, Mrs. Carrie Cross, of Boston, did so much
for me. God only knows how I suffered to
get these blessings I now enjoy. Persecutions
almost unbearable ; it nearly ruined my busi-
ness. . Death would almost be welcomed, yet
how graciously my unseen guide led me on.
I could feel him close by, but could not see
him. Mrs. Cross said I would ere long see
him and hear him speak. O, I'longed so for
this, and she said my guide would come and
give me his name himself when I was not look-
ing for it. Onelonely day I sat heré by my
desk and trying a planchette, when right un-
-der my hand came a name ; yes, three or four
of them. Bat one was so far olosely printed
in my soul I could not shake it off. A few

days later a beantiful face appeared. I knew

who it was because he had been desoribed to
me before, and I just wrote down just how
that beautiful face looked ; so grand, his hair
flowing over his shoulders. He wore a long,
gray beard. What a grand picture it was!
And under my pen came these words : “Write
to a certain doctor in St. Louis ; Pl influen ce
him to send you my picture.” I1did as I was
directed and the doctor, A. Emmond, M. D.,
I wrote to proved to be a student of my new
guide while on eaith life. Months passed and
once more my guide said : “As a tokea that
God has commissioned me to be your ghide,
write to my wife in Philadelphia and I will
influence her to send you my pioture.” As
yet I had not seen the one from St. Louis.
The doctor in St. Louis declared I had de-
scribed Dr. H—— perfectly and to him it was
a great mystery that I should be directed to
write to him. A few weeks more passed and
with joy almost unspeakable 1 saw the cabinet
size photograph of my spirit’ guide, Dr. H.
The more I prayed, the plainer they came.
One of the mediums whoso oftea was con-
troled by Dr. H. wassitting near me. I toss-
ed the picture of Dr. H. in her lap and said,
“Mrs. D., do you know that?” Her whole
face glowed with delight as she said, “I guess
Ido; that is your guide, Dr. H.” She had
never seen Dr. H., for D. H. lived and died in
Pennsylvania, and Mrs. Dr. then and nearly
always lived in Mineesota. I ventured out
more boldly and grew, oh, 8o slow.

The conditions were such around me, I won-
dered I ever did grow in soul, or so my guide
to controlme. Token after token came eyery
day to convince me. I had one of Heaven’s
choicest guides; yet I feared and doubted.

At last my guide said, “As a lasting token
that God has surely sent me to be your guide,
you will yet see something that was mine.”
How I longed to hold in my hands something
Dr. H. bad handled. My guide told me to
write Mrs, H. for a penholder or pencil. I
hardly dared wait for them, Mrs. H. is 8o
against Spiritualism. I wrote her and received
no answer. About six months after my gumide
said, “You wul surely receive something that
was mine a8 8 token ; this is true.” I never
knew the family of Dr. H.; we are entire
strangers, and I gave up almost looking for
the promised gift, when I accidentally stepped
into the depot and a package was handed me.
I came to my office trembling, yet almost cry-
ing, I was 80 overcome, In that package was
the old quill pen the world owes so much to
in Homeopathy, and the old snuff-box half ful
of snuff. His old worn-out, leather medicine
case, his lead pencil and pamphlets he wrote.
Oh, yes, this was joy indeed. How ocould I
help but believe; and he said I wounld see
his dressing-gown. That Iexpect every day,
as they have sent it. What a fulfllment this
was of all he promised me. Every token
comes to pass he gives me. The greatest won-
der to me is why such 8 man that the whole
world has been blessed by should come to me.
I asked him why. He said in reply, “Why
did Jesus go to the poor fishermen of Galilee?”
That was enough.

I will olose here by saying to all who are
seeking these grand truths, that if yon will
seek honestly and patiently here, all the olouds

and storms that 8o great a blessing necessarily
has to come througb, you will surely find light,
You may not see them, but you can feel their
presence. How many dark days this great
and heavenly guide has led me through. Cast
off all the outside elements which are of no use
to you, and come up higher. Come out of
darkness into light. Out of sadness into glory.
Traly death tothe body is life indeed to the
soul. Your loyed ones are not dead, but do
truly live. Heaven is not way off, but close
at hand. The kingdom is very near, if you
ouly believe it.
C. L. G.

The following resolutions were adopted by
the Lee Center Spiritualist Convention:

Wuereas, Under the operation of that Divine love
of life misnamed Death, our respzcted Brother,and ear-
nest co-worker in the cause of Spiritualism, Warren
Woolson has been bora in Spirit Life, since the last
meeting of this Association, therefore,

Resolved, That this Association feel it to be a privi-
lege, us well as a duty, to bear testimony in this pub-
lic manner, of his grest abulity as a lecturer and a
medium—his fearless courage in expressing his hon-
est convictions, his sincere ﬁevotion to the truth, as
he understood it--his noble character as a pure mind-
¢d man and citizen, and the long and valuable service
he so gencrously gave to the cause of Spiritualism,

Resolved, That we admire and venerate his memory,
and learn with profound satisfaction of the clearness

of his intellect and spiritual vision on his death-bed,
dictating as he did to afriend, a short funeral sermon,
expres:ing his unshaken faith and consciousness of
the truih of Spiritualism,

Resolved, That we will cherish his memory—emu-
late his noble selfsacraficing devotion to truih, while
we entertain the urquestioaable fanh and expecta-
tion of meeting him agaia in the *‘Sweet By and By.’

Mgs. JaMEs HaLL, Secretary.

Parties from New York State and the West
who intend visiting Lake Pleasant during the
camping season, will ask for tickets on the
Troy, Boston and Fitchburg Rail Road. Excur-
sion tickets can be had at every prominent sta-
tion, This road runs through the camp grounds;
no long stage rides over dusty roads. Bear
this in mind and govern yourselves accordingly.

For the OLIVE BRANCH.

THE BRIDAL.

White on her pallet as the pale night snow,

That lies fold over fold where the drift winds blow,

Our Margaret lay, with her eye far away,

'Twas the morn they had set for the bridal array,

Ere the angel had taken her beloved away ;

The finger crept over and over the scrip,

And a smile crept wordless over her lips.

Far away her eye looked up the golden street,

Soft the spirit the bridegroom to greet,

The flush on her check, *twas the blush of a bride,

And the smile on the marble was left as she dicd.
E. P. PowELL.

Eathad au

A weck made at home by the industrious
Best business now before the public. Capi
tal not needed. We will start you. Ment
women, boys and girls wanted everywhere to

work for us. Now is the time. “You can
work in spare time, or give your whole time to the busi-
ness, No other busiuess will pay yon nearly as well. No one
can fail to make enormous pay, by engaging at once. Costly
outflt and terms free. Money made fast, easily and honorably,
Address, TRUB & Co., Augusta, Maine,

—PFaithfulness and sincerity are the ground-
work of all goodness,

—Be deat to the quarrelsome, blind to the
soorner, and dumb to the mischievously inquise
itive.

—Instruction does not prevent waste of time,
or mistakes; and mistakes themselves are often
the best teachers.
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OUR CAMP MEETING SEASON.

Before another issue of the OLivE Braxco,
most of the different camps will be reorganized
and practical work inaugurated. The stigmasat-
tached to camp-meetings, through the indiscre-
tions and lack of management amoung religious
or more properly theological leaders, is fast
wearing away; and the pubhc are beginning
to look upon these yearly gratherings as a means
whereby great good can be accomplished.
The influence of Lake Plcasant is being felt all
over the American continent. Carap meetings
are the order of the day; thousands flock to
them, some out of curiosity, others for instrue-
tion, and both parties go away satisfied. The
curiosity seckers learn what the Church with
all her machinery has failed to give them, and
they look for the revpening of those meetings
with deep solicitude.

The present year is especially prolific in this
direction; east, west, north and south we hear
of gatherings of this kind, and we know that
all who attend them with pure motives will be
repaid. The growing interest in Spiritualism
makes it necessary for increased facilities to
hear and study into the different phases of
phenonema. A few years ago Lake Pleasant
could supply the demands of the people, but
now twenty such places would be inadequate
tothe demands made by investigators. Within
the past two years meetings of this kind have
been organized in many of the States, and sites
for camping purposes seem to spring into view
ag if by magic; barren wastes are made to wear
the garb of summer, and the common expres-
. sion is, why did we not think of this place be-
fore. There is always a time when what is
needed will be supplied. Nature seems to play
the coquette at times, but when there is a soul
demand some guiding hand leads uson and the
heart’s wishes are gratified.

There is no orginization of spiritualists in
this country that has done so much for the
cause of Spiritualism as the Lake DPleasant
gociety, and there are reasons for this; nature
has been very bountiful in her department.
Lake Pleasant camp ground is all that can be
desired, is easy of access, well supplied with
water, plenty of shade for the hottest day, and
the same shade trees serve to break the cold
winds which might be a little unpleasant were
it otherwise. The hotel accommodations are
good. In fact, every thing wanted is supplied,
and what more can be expeoted.

In the list of speakers we find the names of
gome who are new to us, but the increased
number of meetings makes it necessary for an
increase in the number of speakers. Diversity in
thought demauds diversity in ideas and though
we receive the same ideas through different
channels, there is a variety of forms and ex-
pressions of speech which keeps alive the inter-
est and helps tospread the truth.

Though more camps have been organized,

yet there is none of them that can compete
with or surpass in beauyt and usefulness Lake
Pleasant. It is the parental home; there all
their childrena were born, and though tor sev-
eral reasons some of the old habitants of Lake
Pleasant are not now permanent campers there,
yet when they visit the old grounds the com-
mon expression is, there is no place like Lake
Pleasant. The present is the tenth year of
holding camp meetings on these grounds, aud
every year has shown an increase in attendaunce
and fnterest, and we shall be greatly surprised
if the present will not surpass any thing wit-
nessed on those grounds at any previous year.
We hopeto see New York State well represent-
ed. Remember, while Lake Pleasant camp is
locatedin New England, it is not a State affair;
it is a national spiritual home, where all are
made welcome.

The various committees have been untiring
in their efforts to make those meetings a suo-
cess. Special rates have been secured over all
the railroads, so that traveling expenses are re-
duced to a mere nompal sum. Good board
and lodgings can be secured at reasonable rates,
and any one visiting these grounds will receive
a cordial welcome by the officers and their
convenience studied. Parties from New York
State and the West visiting these grounds, will
be sure to ask for tickets on the.Boston and
Fitchburg Rail Road, which rans through the
grounds, The direct route from the West is
over the New York Central to Troy;there they
will change cars, taking the Troy, Boston and
Fitchburg Rail Road, passing through the
Iloosac Tunnel, which is -worth the amount
asked for fare on this road. Let there be a
grand rally of all interested in the cause of
spiritualism to Lake Pleasant this year.

Copies of the OLive Brancu will be distrib-
uted on the ground, and subscriptions solicited.
We hope to receive a goodly number of addi-
tional subscribers to our list. Bring a dollar
with you for the OLive Branca this year; it
will be a good investment for you ond help
along the cause.

StarTLING Facts 1IN MODERN SPIRITUALISM
is the title of a book just issued from the press,
by Dr. N. P. WoLFEg, of Cincinnati, Ohio. A
very interesting and instructive work. For
sale by J. C. Bundy, Religious-Philosophical
Journal, of Chicago, Ill. Pricein fine English
cloth, gold back and sides, $2.25 per copy; in
half turkey moroecco, marble edges, $2.75.

—_——————

J. B. Pavyxg, of Cambridge City, Ind., sends
us five popular songs:

1. There is Always Room at the Top.

2. O1d Ireland Shall be Free.

3. Shall Women Vote.

4, Trichonosis. A Comic Song.

5. Equal Rights, Justice and Liberty.

Any or all of the above songs and choruses
can be had by addressing OLive Branca Office,
49 Rutger street, Utica, N. Y. Single copies
85 cents, full set for $1.26. The above are full
size sheet music, beautifully engraved.

Parties who have been notified of their in-
debtedness to the OLive Branca will please
remit, a8 we are in need of the money.

THE TRUE AND FALSE.

It matters little whether me live among the
highest culture or walk the paths of the more
lowly; two things are to be met with,two paths
stretch out before us; one leads us upward, the
other downward. Two avenues of thought.
present themselves to every thinking person;
the true and untrue. Two principles are known
to exist; one true, the other false. Two lives
are to be lived, a true life or a false one. Thus
at the beginning of life’s journey, there is a
demand for the exercise of reason. If we think
it is better to think aright, if the problems of
life are to be studied, it is best to know that
you have a correct comprehension of things.
Living to-day should form the ground-work of
future living. Study to-day that you may be
better informed to morrow. The fact of there
being a right and a wrong side to every pro-
blem or question, makes it possible for man to
take a wrong view of things, quite as easily as
he can obtain a correct view; and we may say
that the wrongs suffered in human experience,
are owing to a lack of comprehension in deter-
mining the difference between what is wrong
and what is right.

Evil thinking is one of the things which has
caused the world more than any other known
to the race. What people do not understand
they feel at liberty to condemn. Thus Spirit-
ualism has suffered untold wrongs from the
ignorance of man, when it should have been
helped and sustained by him; and Spiritualists
who refuse to do better for the right, when they
know what the right 18, are guilty of high trea-
son against their soul convictions, and are not
warthy of being enrolled among the personsof
this great army of workers. Human life may

be compared to a bee-hive, in which we find -

certain ones who direct the movements of others.
Then comes a class of workers who gather in
the essentials for future use. And then we find
a certain number of drones, too idle to gather
hneoy, and the only use they can be put to is
to do the drudgery, and they never get beyond
that position. In spirit life there are drones,
and for aught we know, they will be drones
through eternity. It is not a pleasing task to
point out the false in human life. It would be
a greater pleasure to know that the time was
most sought for and most earnestly lived.

Through wilful ignorance men have acquired
a wrong conception of spirit life. They will
not have it that spirits can influence mortals,
and yet they are not wiling to admit that the
spirits of their immediate friends are so far re-
moved from them that they have no knowledge
of their presence, or the cravings of their minds,
1t is always someone else who is forgotten; but
ask them if they believe there is a channel of
communication opened between the two condi-
tions of existence, and they will deny the pos-
sibility of such a thing. The very 1dea causes
them to shudder; but when asked to give a
reason for their belief, they are as dumb as the
earth bedeath their feet. False pride deters
many from investigating the subject of spirit
return. They lack that moral force which
makes of men heroes. Yet in the quiet hours
of night, they sense not only the presence of
their own friends, but the presence of those who

were not, striotly speaking, friends before they
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passed away, but who seem to be attached to
them for some purpose not yet made clear.

The Church has always turned its back upon
Spiritualism, and yet they are being led by
spirits into avenues of thought they dare not
give public utterance to, for fear of offending
the more ignorant classes, the human drones.
Our life in the spirit world is but a moment in
comparison to the lives of some who are co-.
workers with us, and yet we have learned by
watching the lives and actions of men, that nine-
tenths of the whole population of the world are
living false lives, with the expectation of having
matters righted by some power after they reach
spirit life. Very few have got far enough in
the school of Spiritualism not to be able to
discover the possibility of a miracle working
power. If men could be changed in the twink-
ling of an eye, and all the past be blotted out,
it would matter very little what manner of lives
they lived; but this is a religious delusion which
only Spiritualism can remove; and upon this
ground rests much of the opposition manifest
to-day. Religious delusions are, of all errors,
the most fatal. Thiouk for an instant of a man
holding the position of priest over a large body
of people, secking to impress upon the minds
of a number of children taking their first Sacra-
ment, that the bread given them was actually
the body of God, and the wine was literally His
blood; and yet such an occurrence took place
but a few rods from where I am now controling
this medium. Just think for a moment of a
number of young communicants feasting upon
the body ot God, and then ask of what valueis
Spiritualism to the world. Why my friends
you bave no conception of the exigencies of
such doctrine. They are not only the eventsof
an hour, but they are life-long curses, upon all
who accept them.

It is charged that spirits encourage those
whom they influence, most strongly to doubt
and skepticism; but if what are accepted by the
religious world as vital truths, and known to
spirits to be false in priuciple and in theory, it
is their duty to so instruct all who can be reach-
ed by their influence, for error known to be
such, and permitted to work upon the lives of
men by parties having it within their power to
counteract the same, is most subversive of pure
morals. Hence if what is called heresy, or
skepticism, tends to broaden out the natures of
men, give them more correct views of life and
1ts duties, great good will be accomplished, not-
withstanding the protests and denunciations of
the religious pulpit and press. Now our allegi-
ance 18 to society and material customs, only so
far as such customs do not infringe upon their
individual rights; the moment they do, then
their claims should be declared null and void.
Truth, though it divide bone and marrow,
should not be held in abeyance. To do sois to
allow the false to take root and grow. The
pulpit is guilty of wrong when it advocates that
Spiritualism is a barrier to maun’s highest de-
velopment. The growth observable daring the
past five years'in the direction of liberal thought
must, and will awakon the slumbering millions
to the full conception of their duties in this
direction. To say that the great masses of the
people are disinterested in regard to their
spiritual welfare, is false. KEverything points
in an opposite direction, and the efforts of the

Spiritualists show to what extreme the oppos-
ers of Spiritualism are driven.

It isa common expression among the so-
called elect that Spiritualism uufits the people
of this world for enjoying and carrying for-
ward the duties which natarally devolve upon
them. This is another false statement.  The
more a man learns of and about himself, the
better prepared he must be for performing
what belongs to him to do ; else, why do men
spend their time and means in the ereotion of
places of worship? Are they not ‘supposed to
be places where instruction can be given them
upon these important matters? It is very
easily seen that 1nstead ol being driven away
from spiritual things, they are attracted to
them. Every aystem of religions thought has
its specific work to do, and when completed it
should give way to other more recently dis-
covered methods. As well might the agricul-
turist stick to the ecrooked stick for a plow,
and eject the more recent improvements. If
the genius of man is not for practical benefits,
why are they so generally adopted. Not an
invention that has blessed the world but what
had its origin in thoughts that were improve-
ments upon the past, and the world would
be lost without them. And what is true in
principle in mechanics is also true in religion,
and shows clearly that the ultimate has not
been reached. If man can bring to perfection
one piece of mechanism, he can, in time, reach
perfection in all mechanical appliances, and as
everything in this line had its origin in the
brain of man, why not look for perfection in
systems of religion? The fact that different
organizations exist is the beat possible evidence
that the inventive genius of man is an active
force, as much so to-day as fifty years ago. The
cry of heresy cannot stop the astivities of the
human brain. It may hinder investigation in
certain localities, but they will crop out in
other places. Foraman to turn his back to
the light and contend that it is midnight, i8 no
proof that the sup does not shine. Fora man
to refuse to investigate the claims of Spiritual-
ism and say there i8 no channel of communica-
tion open between the two worlds, is no evi-
dence that such chanuels do not exist. It only
proves one thing, the ignorance of the man
making the charges.

Wisdom is not a mercantile commodity.
Unless there is a brain force there can be no
manifest investigation. Because Mr. A, claims
that God has through his unsearchable wisdom
called him to perform a certain work, is no ev-
idence that such a call has been given. We
want some proof of tha calling to corroborate
the statements ; for the so called are in all
respects, so far as we can judge of one another,
similar to the uncalled ; and if they ocannot
give some olear demonstration, of their calling,
it is safe to adlass them as imposters. It is
charged-that mediums profess to have been
called to perform a certain work, but nowhere
is the name of Deity associated with the call-
ing ; but in every case the praise is given to
the spirits of the so called dead.

Has any of the professed servants of the
Most High ever demonstrated the trath of
man’s future existence.  Where is their God ?
Is hestill resting after his six-days work of ore-

ation, or is he attending to the creation of other
°

worlds ?  Why is not the matter made plain
in his revealed word if such a revelation has
been given? But if by the genius of man
these matters can be made plain, then to whom
are we indebted for the knowledge thus
gained ? It is not natural for man to be sgel-
fish ; it is natural for him to go where he can
obtain the most cowmplete satisfaction. If God
turns a deaf ear to his appeals, has he not the
right to make an appeal to others? Whois to
prevent him? Isit to be supposed thata pow-
er knowing all things, and refusing to listen to
these appeals, will interpose his power to pre-
vent the questions asked of another from be-
ing answered ? Are we to understand that
God is 8o humanly selfish as to want to keep
the race inignorance eternally ?  What right
have we to expect that any one will be permit-
ted to explain the depths of wisdom after one
life has been lived than before ? Is there any
ground for supposing that there will be any
change in the decrees of an unc hangeable pow-
er? If spirits are to continue in ignorance of
the laws of the same, there as here, is there
any reason why men should not question the
existence of a supreme being ? It seems to us
thatthe exercise of a little common sense will
solve the matter right at once, and there can
be no trouble in determining the true from the
false.

If a plausible theory regarding a future life
was suflicient, there would never have been a
demonstration. The machinery of the wuni-
verse is operated by tixed laws, and men caanot
change them. What has been intended must
manifest itself on the surface.  Mediumship
instead of being a special gift, is an inherited
power. God is not going to prevent the ex-
ercise of these inherited powers to please a few
self appointed individuals ; nor is there any
knowan force in nature to silence the tryings
of nature’s servants.  Spiritualism is either
true or false ; it is either a manifestation of an
inyerent force in nature and in man, or its
claims are false ; but demonstration proves it
to be a truth and we include in these demon-
strations any phase of spirit power known ;
to wit : rapping, tipping, trance, disturbance,
mechanical movemeunts of human limbs and
bodies, and materialized forms. These are all
proved facts and there is no logic or force that
can argue them out of existence ; neither can
these movements of bodies be prevented by
prayer or opposition. They are facts and will
remain 80 as long as their mission can be of
any service to mankind. But should a time
come when Spiritual matters can be compre-
hended without the use of such arguments, or
the spirit would discover a better means for
proving, immediately old methods will be no
longer employed.

Men have been accustomed to speak of the
decrees of God as though he was one of them,
but what do they know about him, or the in-
tentions of a power they have no ability to
comprehend ? 1f thoy could distinguish be-
tween what 18 infinite and what is finite, there
would be an end to all aspiration. Men
would dictate terms to Deity with as much
freedom as they now do to their fellow-men.
They may with equal assurance present their
claims to the consideration of their spirit
friends ; and they have right to expect that
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their appeals will not be disrejected, and the
cxperience of the past proves that men have
not appealed to themin vain. The amount of
intelligence possessed by the world to-day is the
best evidence that can be given that there are
ears opcn to the cries of the needy.

One truth demonstrated is better than a
million theories that cannot be made practical;
therefore we assert that in regard to the spirit-
ual necessities of mankind, modern Spintual-
ism is without a flaw. It is the only system
that offers anything tangible, regarding a
future life. All else is simply speculation.

This may be considered a bold assertion, but
if true, it is none too bold, nor has it been
made too early in the history of the world.
We are of the opinion that had the early in-
habitants of earth taken as strong ground as
we do, much that is known to be false to-day,
would not now exist. It is not the opposition
of to day that we have to meet, but the accu-
mulation of past centuries condensed into as
small compass as is possible, and by this con-
densation the poison is the more deadly. So
long as men entertain erronous opinions regard-
ing their fellow men and refuse to be con-
vinced of the error it is natural that they will
have equally absurd ideas coucerning spirits.
Hence we find certain ones demanding that
certain demounstrations be made for their par-
ticular benefit. They attempt to control what
they can neither see, feel nor handle; and how
do they know that their conduct on such occa-
gions is not as offensive to the spirit, as the re-
fusal of the spirit to become their servant is to
them. It is always well to consider that there

“are two sides to every question. Every refusal
by the spirit has a legitimate reason. Every
time epirits acquieesce in the demands of mor-
tals, it is because the law under which a com-
pliance becomes possible has been adhered
to; it may be unconsciously to those in earth
form. The little girls at Hydesville complied
with the law and made the proper conditions,
and the waiting spirits flung open the door and
there was a meeting of the inhabitants of both
worlds. The organisms of the little girls be-
came the Jacob’s ladder on which the angels
ascended and descended.

Then for the first time was the true and false
in religion placed side by side. Theologists
had held the fort for centuries, and claimed to
hold possession of the keys, but their claims
were deolared to be spurious and of home
manufacture. From that time we date the
downfall of the false in religion and tho estab-
lishment of the true. From that time we see
man taking upon himself certain prerogatives
which had been denied him for the past eigh-
teen hundred years. He was no longer a cow-
ard skulking in the dark, willing to become
the tool of designing men. His manhood was
aroused and he felt the forces within him swell
and grow, until the most elastic creed was too
small for him.

The birthday of modern Spiritualism is the
day above all others that should be kept as a
holy day, for it is the birthday of maa’s spirit-
ual freedom from the autocratic power of the
priesthood. Men celebrate the birthday of the
Nazerene. The take pride in commemorating
the victory won over the mother country. But
what is the freedom of the body when com-

pared to the freedom of the spirit, the freedom
of the mind? The Church has her festal days,
every nation has their fete days. They remind
the people of some important event in the past.
But the greatest viotory ever won was when
the spirit world captured the little girl mediums
at Hydesville. All material victories sink into
insignificance when compared with these.

One important matter demands consideration
at this time. There is a strong effort being
made by the Church to absorb the spiritual
element. This is the last enemy to be con-
quered. The work began must be carried for-
ward. If there i8 to be any surrendering, the
false must yield to the true. Let your light
shire, that they who sit in darkness may see
and learn the way which leads to the New
Jerusalem. Truth and error like two giants
are wrestling. Each feels confident of victory,
but as true as the sun shines at noonday, 8o
surely will error fall and truth triumph over
all. W. H. Reyx~oLps,

PEN SKETCHES.

Dear OLive Brawnch :(—My last sketches
were penned at Los Angeles, where on Tues-
day evening previous to my departure, I gave
a reception at the hospitable home of Mother
Buardetts, and where some thirty persons con-
vened for social and spiritual communion, and
the christening of achild. The harmony that
prevailed testified to the enjoyment and pleas-
ure each one felt on that happy occasion. Long
shall I remember those genial-hearted friends
I met there, and who so0 nobly and generously
sustained me in my public work, and oft in
coming years, when shadowed with earthly
oares, will the light of their smiling faces il
lumine my heart and be a solace to my dechn-
ing years.

Leaving Los Angeles, I stopped at El Monte,
and through the politeness of Brother and
Sister Lewes gave a week-night lecture to a
large and attentive audience. Brother Lewes
and wife are warm supporters of our cause
and subseribe for the OLivE Braxcu.  Their
genial, quiet home in the valley of a fertile
count1y, left a pleasant impression on my
mind and soothed away the turbulent spirit of
avarice and strife, which is 80 manifest in the
more populous towns.

By previous arrangements I came on south-
ward to San Bernardino to fill an engagement
of two Sundays. The society here own a
plain, commodious church, where at different
times in the past, it has echoed the voices of
some of our most prominent Eastern speakers.

The distance to San Francisco by rail is five
hundred miles, and consequently it is not often
that good mediums and speakers can be ob-
tained at the prices they necessarily must ask
to defray expenses.

I am the guest of Father Neaps (as every-
body here calls him) whose humble house and
farm-home nestled near the towering moun-
tains, seems surrounded by an atmosphere of
peace and admirably adapted to the sweet
communion of spirits. Brother Heaps has
been a resident here thirty years and was one
of the first to embrace Spiritualism. He shows
his true devotion to the cause by subscribing

liberally for the Spiritual periodicals.

I met a large and intelligent audience Sun-
day morning and afternoon. Many of the
friends come in from the surrounding country
and at noon an ample supply of creature com-
forts are spread out in convenient places for
all to come forward and partake without
money and without price. The eociability
manifest on such occastons is one of the pleas-
antest features of the meeting, and, like a
Methodist love-feast, one feels it is good to be
there.

This place numbers five thousand inhabi-
tants, and is a strange mixture of all nationali-
ties, The Spanish and Indian races figure
most conspicuously, as seen in groups standing
and sitting on the bare walks of the streets,
and in idle contentment they amuse themselves
with their half-naked children, munching some
stale provision, and view with curiosity the
well-dressed passers on the streets.

The evidences of improvement here are not
as manifest as at any other place I have visited
on the coast. The same careless tradesmen
do their business in the way their fathers did
before them and their grandfathers before
that and their ancestors for generations back,
whether they came from summery Spain or
the land of Montezuma.

The same stares greet one as he passes the
streets, behind whose counters the same sales-
men one oan easily imagine that stood there a
century ago. Old Father Time seems to have
played a trick upon this place and has merely
turned the hour-glass without disarranging the
combination. But this iconoolastic hand of
progrees has need of a check somewhere and
where could a better spot be found for calling
a halt than here in this sequestered valley. in
the embrace of the snow-mantled mountains,
with its evergreen meadows and forest trees
waving in the light of continual sunshine.

The foot -hills are gardens of orange, lemon,
apricot, peach and fig trees, and an endless va-
riety of flowers, roses and trailing vines that
bloom and fruit the year round. The frost in
the valley during the winter months renders it
unsafe for oultivation of the orange trees, but
it is admirably adapted for dairy farming.

1 cannot close this somewhat lengthy letter
withont mentioning the celebrated boiling
springs located near here, now owned by Dr.
Smith. The doctor is an uncompromising
Spiritualist and reformatory in diet and the
treatment of his patients. The springs are
located some six aniles from the town on the
mountain side overlooking the °valley below,
extending four miles, until eye loses sight of
objects in dim obsourity of space.

The clouds that fold the mountains in a
fleecy drapery roll, or rather tumble, fold over,
fold down the hillside, and it is late in the
morning before jocund day is recognized as
standing tip-toe on the mountain-side.

From here I take up my pilgrim staff for
San Diego, commencing my engagement there
the third Sunday in May and closing the last
Sunday in the month.

' From your worker,
Bisaor A. BeaLs.
San Bernardino, Cal., May 12th, 1883.

—No better time than now to pay for your
paper. »
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CHARITY, AND THE CULTIVA-
TION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS.

A Lecrure By Mgrs. Mary F. Loverivg,
GiveN AT Repusnican Hain, NEw York
CITY, BEFORE THE AMERICAN SPIRITUAL AL-
LIANCE, SUNDAY, JUNE 3d, 1883,

We find gems of truth in all the records of
the past. The following passages from the
writings of Paul, bear the stamp of truth and
spiritual merit: “Aond now abideth Faith,
Hope and Charity; these three, but the great-
est of these is Charity.” “Following after
charity and desire spiritual gifts, but rather
that ye may prophecy,” '

“The greatest of these,” charity, and the
ocultivation of spiritual gifts, I shall take for
my subject this afternoon. In this connection
it signifies that disposition of heart which in-
duces men to think and speak favorably of
their fellow men, and to do them good. It is
synonymous with love, benevolence, good-will,
liberality. When a charitable spirit entera the

- heart, the daily life and conversation bear its
impress; the soul is uplifted into a higher con-
ception of the purposes of life, and he exem-
plies the principles of christianity and true
spiritualism, not merely by an outward show
of good works and correct deportment, but by

a thorough consecration of his thoughts, his

aims, and his life to good.

He speaks.words of peace, good-will unto
all, willing to give unto every one their just
due, and though he may differ with thém in
opinion, yet he is ready to listen to the ideas
of others, feeling that all have a right to in-
vestigate the truth as the spirit moves upon
their hearts, and to accept and understand it as
they are inspired with knowledge from on high.
If one and all had more charity towards others,
what a change would soon be brought about
in our communities, in our social intercourse!

If charity could enter into all the avenues
of life, permeating every soul with ita gentle
influence, that Christ would again walk in our
midst, as the comforter promised to “abide
with us” forever. Among those last words of
his so full of tender pathos and moral sublim-
ity, none bring more joy to the soul than these:

. “And I will pray the tather and he shall give

you another comforter, even the spirit of truth,”

Does he not send the comforter to all believers

and say to them, ‘because I live, ye shall live

also.” In other words, “Believe in me,” that
is, in truth and goodness “and ye shall never
die.”

Glorious hope of immortality, inspiring us to
cultivate all the graces needful for a life of
usefulness here and continued existence in more
exalted spheres! Hope strengthens faith, and
is the ladder of progress that must be ascended
step by step in order to gain the summit where
we'may catch visions of the delectable moun-
tains and the promised land.

Let all be encouraged to persevere, there is
a height to be attained in our experience, that
will bring to our souls more satisfaction and
happiness than the possession of untold wealth.
The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness
and temperance,

The reward for well doing is found in peace
of mind, goodwill toward men, a conscience
void of offence. A slight action upon the will

force helps us rise every day a little higher, so
gradually as hardly to be perceived, but each
new point gained builds for us a structure, in
which are chambers of wisdom, and things both
new and old are brought forth, and their real
meaning is discerned, and new beauties discov-
ed as the spiritual sight becomes clearer. In
the depths of men’s nature new desires and as-
pirations are awakened, the soul is athirst for
learning, eager to peunetrate farther into this
inexhaustible store house of knowledge.

We are invited to ask for spiritual gifts, and
if we desire them, we shall ot necessity ask,
and who that ever asks God to bless them,
from the sincere desire of the heart, is ever
turned away empty ? Oh no, “ask and ye
shall receive, seek and ye shall find, knock and
1t shall be opened unto you.”

Therefore, whosoever has faith in these
promises will receive even more abundantly
than he expects. And now what gifts should
we most earnestly covet? Paul said *“that
without the gift of charity we have nothing;
charity never faileth, charity covereth a mul-
titude of sins,it brings kindness and peaoce, it
thinketh no evil.”

Let all then cultivate this choicest gift, and
drink into the soul the spirit of inspiration,
with which Paul was filled when he gave ex-
pression to those sublime, soul stirring words
that come dowun from past ages, and if closely
interwoven in our lives will reflect their
radiance all around. In those days, the inspired
leaders and advocates of the course of true
christianity shed their light over all, and the
people were uplifted by their presence and
words, and the intelligence gained from them
led them into chambers of thought and action.

All advocates of the truth in past ages waded
through difficnlties, and fought mauny battles
in its behalf; martyrs yielded up their lives,
and succeeding generations have reaped the
benefit of their advance into fresh fields of
study and independent thought. At the pres-
ent day many are being taught of God, as were
the olden prophets. Through his messengers
he is speaking directly to them, preparing
them to do his work, which is to preach and
practice justice, truth and charity. Though
exposed to calummy and reproach, yet by the
exercise of those virtues that adorned the Christ
life, they may disarm opposition and make the
the new light that science and spiritualism
throws over the ancient doctrines a welcome
one. Spirit power will conquer, truth will
prevail. .

The attributes of God, charity, self abnega-
tion, moral heroizm, will become more widely
appreciated and emulated, and the divine hand
will raise him according to his desires and
efforts for good. As the door of his heart is
opened, angcls of peace and love enter in, and
take up their abode. They come with words
of wisdom and cheer and bring joy to the sor-
rowing and help to the spiritually needy, un
binding the shackles that press upon them,
and lifting them upward by their inspiring
preseuce to the very gate of heaven.

Who would not be fed with this bread from
on high and drink the healing draught that
will refresh the soul?

Whe would not gladly admit the heavenly
guests, who are in sympathy with our spiritual

.

peeds, and whose presence stimulates and
strengthens for more active endcavor and ar-
duous work ? :

God’s servants of old prophesied and m his
name they “healed the sick, cast out devils,”
and did many wonderful works, each perform.
ing the part to which they were especially
adapted.

Their example shines upon and for us to-day.
His spirit i8 moviug upon the heart, enlighten-
ing the mind that we may impart to others the
true spiritual knowledge. The wise are con-
founded by the weak as the spirit giveth utter-
ance.

“Take no thonght of what ye shall say, for
n the self same hour it shall be given unto
you” Reuliance upon this promise gives coar-
age and strength, and timidity and lack of sel
counfidence are superceded by the stronger ele-
ments of love and zeal for the cause they are
elected to espouse, and the desire for spiritual
growth and life that it brings. “To be spirit-
ually minded is life and peace.” As the soul
is drawn nearer the foantain of eternmal joys
and bright visions of immortality come before
our enraptured gaze, we are animated with an
earnest zeal to bring the truth home to others.
We are stimulated with a desire to learn more
and more of the infinite wisdom of Him who
overrules our destiny, who bolds our breath as
in the hollow of His hand, and through implicit
faith in the unseen power surrounding us, do
we try to mount higher and higher in wisdom
and knowledge. :

We are taught by God’s ministering ones,
His own agents who are ready to do His bid-
ding, and we should be willing to receive, and
give to others when it is 8o freely bestowed
upon us. All may have spiritual gifts, differ-
ing according to the various organisms, the
capabilities of receiving any efforts toward
their cultivation, Let us boldly ask for all
needed grace, and cultivate our talents for the
glory of his kingdom, and the promotion of the
cause of truth, so that all we come in contact
with may glean facts and ideas that will help
build them up in the true faith.

Many avenues are opened, many rough places
made smooth, the journey less tiresome, as
daily blessings descend and man is brought to
a deeper sense of his obligations to the higher
power.

Charity should prevail and all love one an-
other and seek the promotion of each others
good and the welfare of their fellowmen, un-
mindful of creeds and sectarianism, all work-
ing together with one aim, and that the estab-
lishment of the kingdom of righteousness and
truth upon the earth, not only for the sake of
the same reward, but for humanity’s sake, with
hearts beating in unison with the great heart
that yearned for the welfare of the human race
with divinely parental love.

The light of a noble religion of charity, as
taught by spiritualism is permeating all portions
of the earth, the mountaw top, the sandy des-
ert, the isles of osean, the distant prairie, and
all nations of every language are awaking to
new life and activity under its vivyfing rays.

It is a faith that sustains and strengthens the
soul, elevates the mind and leads into purer
channels of usefulness.

[Continued on page 136.]
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When Constantine—surnamed the Great—
by a single decree declared the Roman Em-
pire christian, which the day before was
heathen, he equally proclaimed all the subjects
of the empire to be slaves, as to their mental
and moral nature; and he stamped the char-
acter of his new rehigion, by leading forth his
warlike legions on their errand of death and
devastation, under a banner bearing the image
of the cross on which he who said “Resist not
evil,” suffered unresistingly. Was Constantine
a christian? God forbid! .

From such a soil aud such a root, grew that
immense power which overshadowed Europe,
and absorbed the substance of her population,
under the name of the christian church, of the
middle ages,

Jesus himself repudiated those who called
him their Lord, yet did not the will of his
Father in Heaven. He taught that in the
after-life men will receive according to the
deeds done here in the body; that the tree is
known by its fruits; and hedeclared that many
would come to him saying “Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works?” (all evidences
of their faith) “and then,” he says, “will I pro-
fess unto them, I never knew you, depart from
me, ye that work iniquity.”

Yet Calvin scoffs at the men who “endeavor
by their works to merit the favor of God;” and
Luther says, “every doer of the law, and every
moral worker is accursed,” in the face of the
declaration of Jesus that love to God and man
is the law and prophets.

Were Calvin and Luther christians? who
taught that men aresaved by faith alone. Go,
prodigal, wanderer from thy Father’s house,
and feed on the dry husks of faith alone, until
thy soul’s hunger for divine love compels thee
to turn thy steps homeward, where thou
mayest satisfy thyself with its abundance.

1 charge that through the teachings of
Luther and Calvip, religion degenerated into a
mere matter of intellectual opinion, and falla-
cious hope, without a spark of spiritual vitality,
except what its professors gained through the
perusal of the teachings of Jesus, the liberty
of doing which is the only good protestantism
has accomplished for the christian world.

For if the Roman poutiffs denied the right
ot private judgment, equally so in effect did
Calvin, who caused the martyrdom of Servetus
for denying the cocternity of the Son with the
Father, for which Calvin received the thanks
of even the gentle Melanothon; and Luther
too, who refused the hand of fellowship to
Zwingli; and invoked curses on the learned and
amiable Erasmus, because of differences of
opinion on matters of abstract theology.

But the right of private judgment has as-
gerted itself, in spite of the efforts of Lutherans
and Calvinists, to repress the indomitable ener-
gies of thought. Luther did well, but the
printing press did-better, for it enabled men to
read for themselves, not only the Bible bat all
literatures, ancient and modern, and reading
to judge of them, each for himself, in the
rightful exercise of reason, .

The theory of the Church, both catholic and

protestant, was and is, tosave men’s souls from
the eternal penalties of divine vengeance; but
the mission of Jesus and of Spiritualism was
and is, to teach men how to perform the duties
of this life, and to fit themselves for the beati-
tudes and employments of the celestial after
life—the kingdom of Heaven. The church
taught that the kingdom of God is the church,
Jesus said to every man “The kingdom of God
is within you.”

The crusados taught the civil potentates of
Europe that the See of Rome was a power su-
perior to that of any one of themselves. What
chance had a monarch, though armed with the
power of life and death, in comparison with
the Vice-gerent of the Son of God, holding the
keys of heaven, and able to turn away from
the paradise of God and consign to infernal
torments the soul ot whoever might offend
him; and who had acquired so absolute an as-
cendancy over the minds of men, that under
his interdict even a monarch was liable to be
deprived of food and cast forth to die of desti-
tution, The sword was ready to cut off any
communities that dared to assert their own
right to think, and the dungeon, the faggot
and the rack, were the methods by which the
mother. church disciplined those sheep who
strayed from the fold. Secience was under in-
terdict, as it is to-day, with only the difference,
that then the church could imprison, torture
and burn, where now she can only curee.

The church purposely asserted dogmas which
no reasonable mind could believe, for the very
purpose of enslaving reason, and compelling
passive obedience to her ictates, however op-
posed to the judgment and moral sense of her
subjects. Compared to this servility of soul,
what men commonly call slavery is freedom
itself.

Alexanders and Cwsars, Timoors, Alarics
and Omars may overrun vast continental
spaces, devastating cities and fruitful fields,
despoiling temples and palaces and cottages,
slaying tens of thousands and enslaving the
bodies of other thousands; they may mount
their war steeds from the necks of prostrate
king<, and compel nations to pay them tribute,
and yet leave opinions and consciences fiee.
When Diogenes, captured by pirates, was ex-
posed for sale in the slave market, he said,
pointing to Xeniades who was passing,—“Sell
me to that man, for he wants a master;” and
when the man asked him what he could do, he
answered: “I- can govern men.” Xeniades
bought him, gave him his freedom, and made
Rim tutor to his sons. Epictetus, a Roman
slave, had for one ot his pupils his own masten
who gave him his freedom for his body; but
Epictetus and Diogenes freed the minds of
hundreds in their own days and of many thous-
ands since.

Priests and hierarchs had their use in bar-
baric ages, to restrain the unbridled passions
of the warrior classes, But in later times they
associated themselves with civil governments,
ranging themselves on the side of arbitrary
and despotic dominion, teaching that tyrants
ruled by divine authority, and that resistance
to their cppressions was a crime against God
and religion; makirg true the old definition of
rehgion, a8 a binding back; for they have in-
deed bound back and hiudered the progress of

men’s minds, enslaving theirsouls, while tyrants
only enslaved their bodies.

Jesug,adopting the language of Isaiah,said his
mission was “To preach deliverance to the cap-
tives;” and likewise to declare the truths which
should make men free; but ever since, prelates
and pontiffs have done as he said theScribes did,
they have shut up the kingdom of heaven, re-
fusing to enter in themselves, or to permit
others who were willing to do so. Truth is
progressive in its revealment of itself to man,
48 it can enlarge his capacity for its recep-
tion, yet its worst hindrances have been those
who professed to be its teachers. Yet truth,
by virtue of the soul’s aflinity forit, has pro-
gressed, in spite of the cords and withes with
which its custodians have endeavored to bind
it down. Protestantism is a progressive prin-
ciple. At eachstep it takes, the effort is made
to let thal be the last; but it 18 of its essence
to ever protest against authority, and no sooner
does 1t feel itself tied than it again bursts
loose. Itis the natural effort of the buman
soul to exercise and expand its powers, just as
the tree in growing overturns the walls that
impede 1ts expansion. The priests procured
the crucifixion of Jesus, but the words he had
spoken survived and proved to be far beyond
their power of control. The deadliest attempt
they ever made against the truths he taught,
was, when they set themselves up to interpret
these'truths to the world, for by perverting
them they came near defeating their benign
purpose, and might have succeeded, but for
the discovery of the art of-printing. The
world has betaken itself to protesting, and it
even protests against what calls itself protest-
antism. “Aund now also the ax is laid unto the
root of the trees ; therefore, every tree which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn dowp,
and cast into the fire.”

The present aspect of the world is full of
meaning. The teeming populations of eastern
Acia are after their quiet fachion adjusting
themselves to the new order of things, while
the western half of the world is preparing lor
another decisive advance mevement. In Eu-
rope and America science and art have within
the last century moved forward with giant
force and with accelerating rapidity, while re-
ligiousestablishments have remained stationary,
What astronomy was to the chuirch in the
fitteenth century, geology proved to be in the
first half of the nineteenth century. The church
had partially succeeded in smothering the voice
of paleontology, but geology was beyond her
control. - The priestly cry of atheist and infidel,
was unheeded by the busy workers among the
rocke, and geology stood forth an acknowledged
science. And then came steam and the rail-
ways, revolutionary agencies, and along with
them mesmerism, phrenology and psychometry,
the solar spectrum and the electric telegraph.

It has become apparent that the haman mind
is bursting the bonds which hierarchs and pre-
lates have imposed upon it, and is preparing to
stand forth, emancipated by 1ts own expansive
energies. '

When England threw off the yoke of papal
supremacy, she substituted in its place her own
church establishment, transferring to it the
dogmas of Apostolic succession andInfallibility;

and the same attitude is to-day maintained, in
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theory, by the Eunglish church. Bat there,
also, mind is bursting its fetters. The church
has been disestablished in Ireland, the Kirk is
relaxing its iron grasp in Scotland; and the
English tories maintain their staunch allegiance
to the church, not 8o much from zeal for relig-
ion, as for the reason that the establishment is
the main pillar and prop of the throne and the
hereditary aristocracy. France is republican,
the government of Austria is becoming secu
larized, and the temporalities of the P’apal See
have been swallowed up by an united I.aly.
Germany is becoming independent of the
church, both Catholic and Protestant.

The universal education of her p.ople has so
far freed their minds, that henceforth no
authority can control them, except it shall first
secure the assent of their reason. The civili
zation of Germany has reached the point of in-
tensest patriotism, but her masses have not re-
ceived the gospel of humanitarianism. Their
warlike capabilities are developed to their
highest possible pitch, and united Germany
now stands in cential Europe, the most power-
ful of its natione, surrounded by nations jeal-
ous of her sudden ascendancy, and watchfully
preparing for an opportunity to reduce her to
a level with themselves, and to be avenged for
humiliating dofeats and for real or fancied
wrongs. .

At this time, the imperial government is en
deavoring to rid Germany of that insidious
papal influeuce, which was silently sapping the
foundations of its power and sway in the hearts
of the people. Tor the Papal See, stripped of
its temporal possessions and almost prisoner
in the Vatican, is putting fortk an amount of
energy that astonishes the world. The Jesnit
Order, which in the sixteenth century sustained
the failing power of the Papal Sce, again comes
forward prominently, to rescue the Church of
Rome from destruction, and ambitious to even
invest it with that universal supremacy, which
has long been the fond dream of its devotees.
Hostile as the Pope is, professedly, to secret
societies, we see that secret orders, especally
among youths of both sexes, and among the
laboring masses, are already organized wher-
ever the Jesuits have a foothold, all which are
subservient to the head ot this, itself the most
united, secret and eflicient organization in the
world now scheming for universal domimon.

The eyes of all christendom are turned to-
wards the chief actors in the struggle, now
going on between the German Imperial gov-
ernment, the French republic and the Papal
hierarchy. While Germany and France act
openly, the Jesuit order does not confie itselt
to secret measures.

Are we not justified in asserting that all
progressive development of the human mind,
and all advances of science and philosophy, as
well as every social and political amelioration,
have forced their way in spite of the decter-
mined and constant hestility of the Ecclesias-
tical power? Wheie do we find that power
arrayed to-day? Isit not invariably on the
side of the party of reaction?

But, while we are gazing at Europe, t/he ad-
versary is busy in our midst. The Catholic
Church, which in Catholic countries counsigns
her children to ignorance, in Protestant coun-
tries devotes herself to the business of educa-
ting the young, that she may influence their
plastic minds to embrace her tenets, sugar-
coated with all manner of plausible gloeses,
impressed by all imaginable persuasive arts and
devices.

Between this educational movement, on the
one hand, and the advancing tendency of ¢n-

lightened minds on the other, the Protestant
Church, anchored to the gloomy dogmas of
Calvinism, having suffered dismemberment by
first, the anti-Calvinist movement under Wes
ley; and second, by innumerable revolts against
church authority and infallivility, resulting iun
a multitude of sects, all protestint against the
parent sect, has made a concerted movement
to obtain by force, what it despairs of gaining
by persuasion.

Adopting the postulate of one of its leaders,
—that “if we have a christian constitution, we
are a christian people”—a sentiment worthy
of Constantine himself, they proposed to en-
graft a theocracy upon our purely civil form
of government, as has been done with almost
every other government, by inserting an ac-
knowledgment of God, Jesus Christ and the
Bible, in our constitution, and so carry this
last stronghold of rehgious hiberty. As Jesus
quoted from Isaiah, so we may quote from him:
“Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypo-
erites, as it is written:

“This people bonoreth me with their lips,
But their heart is far from me.”

This was the first definite issue, which de-
manded the attention of liberal minded men
and women throughout this land. I would
fain hope that we may avert such a result, yet
confess that I have fears from a civilization so
little advanced, that to be a free thinker is held
to be a shame and a reproach. Look at the
red man of our western wilds, with whem the
stone age has come down to us. Simple and
untutored as he i8, he has lived so near to
vature aud to God that in the dignity of hix
simple manhood, he would scorn the idea ot
any restraint of his freedom of thought, as a
blasphemy against the Great Spirit, as indeed
1t ie.

This illustrates the great principle with which
this discussion opened, that not 1n man made
Bibles, s0o much as in the study of pature her
self, are we to search for the perfect and divine
laws which should govern man as a religious
being, and as associated in civil communities.

These laws are, for man, in civil communities
individual preedom and protection, and as a
social, moral and religious being, reciprocal
love und good-will.

T accept the teachings of good and wise men,
and of true prophets, in all ages and of all re-
ngions, (for all religions are one, differing only
as opinions differ) as helps to advance man-
kind in developing out of the brutal into the
purely human type; and I deprecate all relig-
tous authorities, 8o far as they hinder the pro-
gressive development of man 1nt0'a nobler and
puter manhood and womanhood, free from all
restraints, except such as are needful to check
and restrain the abnormal exercise of any of
the human faculties, either the physical, intel-
lectual, affectional, moral or devotional. 1
wmaintain that ail restraints upon the normal
exercise of our facuities are in violation of na-
ture’s dictates, which are the supreme and
divine law, hinder development and tend to
enslavement. In a word, I am in sympathy
with the Spirit that animated Thomas Jeffer-
son, when he said:—*“I have sworn on the altar
of God, eternal hostility to every form of
tyrauny over the mind of man.”

I distinguish between the teachings of Jesus,
and those of the church which bears his name.
Jesus did not dogmatise—the church does lit-
ue else. Lle established no church. That
word bad no equivaleut in the language in
which he talked with his disciples. He estab-
lished,no ordinances or sacraments: “Jesus him-
self, baptized not;” the command to baptize,
said to have been given after his erucifixion, is
a manifest interpolation. What is called the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, was only a
lesson in muemonics. The supper was of
bread and wine, their common fare, and as
bread is solid, like flesh, aud wine liquid, like
blood, he charged them that whenever they ate
aud drauvk, they should remember his body

and his blood, and so daily keep in mind his
sufferings, example and teachings. He ad-
monished his followers against public prayers
and fastings; and he told the woman of
Samaria that God (the Father) was Spirit, and
was not to be worshipped in either the temple
or in the mountain, and could only be wor-
shipped in spirit and in truth. The sum of
the religion he taught was embraced in love to
God and man, which could only be exemplified
either in secret devotion or in the daily walks
of common life. He instituted no Sabbath,
but taught that the Sabbath which had been
instituted for the Hebrews, and for no others,
was made for man and not man for it, and
that any good action might be dome on that
day. I do not undertake to say now, that the
church is a good institution, or the reverse;
but I do assert that the church, with its creeds,
articles, oatechisms, ordinances, sacraments
and officers, was never instituted by Jesus of
Nazareth, nor by the Christ-Spirit of Truth,
lwhich through his lips proclaimed the law of
ove. :

To my mind, the charch represents human
authority, the lust of power and the repression
of the noblest and purest aspirations of the
human soul, and I predict that if it does not
lower its proud pretensions, and receive the
kingdom of heaven as alittle child, it must tall
like the house in the parable, which was built
upon the eand.

The world is approaching a new social
order. Thick growing forests are no longer
the natural order, but trees to bear fruit and
afford shade, in order to which they require
space for the utmost amplitude of lateral de-
velopment of which they are susceptible; and
the fanalogy holds good with human bemngs.
As in Darwin’s theory of evolution, the higher
developments are characterized by wider dif-
ferentiations, by a more perfect individualiza-
ton, and a more distinct integration, so
humanity has reached a stage where the indi-
vidual must stand by himself—by herself —a
disunct individual entity, no parasite, clinging
Lo or leaning upon another individual or body
of md.lv'xduals for support, but self-poised, and,
a8 Phillips phrased it, “sublime, in the attitude
of freedom;” and with every faculty developed
and in natural and healthy exercise, obedient
to the law of nature, the true divive law. In-
stitutions growing out of a precedent order,
and suited vo a lower civilization, must under-
go mod.xhcat.jon, or become exfohated from the
body of humaumty, and give place to others,
suited 1o the present and prospective needs of
humanity. es, the prospective needs. For
cow the cartain is drawn aside, which gives us
a certainty, of what was before hardly more
than coujecture; namely, that this earth-life is
noc to us a finality; thag it is only a brief em-
bryonic state of existence, imperfect and pain-
ful, as befits, for those about to be born into
the real and true life, that shall endure, we do
not know and cannot conceive how long.

Preliminary is it, also, to development, by
sucoessive gradations, into conditions of noble-
ness and exaltation, and into the exercise of
powers inoonceivably august and potential, far
even beyond those anciently attributed to the
gods our progenitors worshipped. To our ma-
tured selves, in the atter-life, how puerile and
pitifal will appear the proud potentates and
powers, and all the sacred shows and shams,
by which we mortals are deluded and enslaved.

Bat even in this life, there must come to us
enlargement and emancipation. The death-
struggle between absolute infallibility and
free-thought, is imminent. The world feels
the birth-throes of the new order, which seems
destined to the baptism of fire and blood.
Though the cuntest be fierce, yet the issue is
certain, and freedom’s battle won:

*‘Then ﬁeign tho worlds great bridals, chaste and
calm,
Then springs the ctowning racc of human kind.”
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The question naturally arises, are we follow-
ing after charity? Are we making steps in
that direction, and by so doing helping spread
the gospel of love and peace, good-will toward
all? Are we not slow to believe good report,
lending a willing ear to evil? If when speak-
ing of others we would dwell on their highest
traits of character, put the best possible
coustruction on their words and actions.

It we would refuse to listen to the tongue of
slander, backbiters would soon be few, and the
tone of all social and religious societies would
undergo a change, and their influence be
largely increased.

It behooves us then to elevate and not de-
press, to raise up and not cast down, to heal
the wounded spirit insgead of piercing it afresh.

The cbarities that sooth and heal and bless
are scattered at the feet of man like flowers;
and now woman has come to the front, out ot
greatness she is raised to do the spirit’s bidding.
From the rostrum she is proclaiming her views
on the great questions of the day, she is wield-
ing her power to stay the sin of intemperance,
she is working for the interests and advance-
meut of her sex, and aiding in the promulga-
tion of the epiritual philosophy.

Let charity be engraven upon the tablets of
the heart, and written as in letters of gold up-
on the door of every home, for she needs help-
ing, strengthening influences in her arduous
work. Though dangers encompass her on
every eide, thongh charitable friends may be
few, yet amid the fiery darts of the enemy,
the wrongs of evil doers, and evil thinkers, she
comes for:h girded with the armor of faith,
with hope her breastplate. From her mouth
proceed words of wisdom; it is not for man to
condemn, for she is taught by the spirit.

She comes as the disciple of the spirit band
whose office it 18 to impart wirdom to those
delegated to come before the people. She
would do what she can to propound the doc-
trines that are to elevate mankind by lifting
them out of gross animosity and materiality
into more exalted realms of thought, opening
the heart to receive and quickening the per-
ception to a better comprehension of trath.
She teaches her own sex that life has a deepe:
meaning than the average woman attaches to
it. It is not bounded by the home circles or
compassed by the ngrrow routine of daily
duties, even though granting that woman’s
true province is her home, and her first duty
lies within its sacred precincts.

She would teach woman true womanhood,
true motherhood, true sisterhood and that far
reaching charity that embraces all her sex
ana the world.

She would teach a nobler conception of life
and its purposes as pertaining to the spiritual
welfare of all. Beginning with the souls en-
trusted to her care and keeping; she would
mould and direct and instruct them by the
light and inspiration of spirit power and in-
fluence, rather than by that by which man
claims to have interpreted biblical teachings,
with only the cold aid of science and learning
and technical knowledge, allowing the young
mind to think, reason and study for itself, and
form unbiased opinions.

Reaching out beyond the home, she speaks

to the young everywhere, to the middle aged,
and the aged. To the young, “seek for sprrit-
ual knowledge through the right channels and
you will be fortified against the allurements of
8in.”

To the middle aged, “if you are bound by
creeds and intimidated by opposition and eon-
tumely break the bonds and cast aside the fear,
and set about seeking the truth, and your re-
ward shall be the possession of a faith that shall
satisfy all the cravings of your nature,”

To the aged, “Seek to know something of
the country to which you are hastening and
must very soon reach, and you will learn that
in place of an angry God and burning hell, a
multitude of loving epirit friends will await
you on the borders of the better Jand, to intro-
duce you to the rest and tangible joys of a
eappy home.” Men of letters have reached
out their hands and from musty shelves and
volumes exposed musty beliefs to the search-
ing light of scientific study, purging them from
the errors that have hitherto shrouded them
in their moldy coverings.

God’s word is now being interpreted as never
before, its pages shine with a new lustre as the
pure truth is revealed, and it gently winds its
arms of love around the heart of the earnest
seeker. :

Tostead of its value being depreciated be-
cause errors have crept in, it should be to the
liberal thinker, a thousand fold enhanced by
the undeniable proof that it verifies by numer-
ous examples the fact of spirit return and com-
munion which is the heart and soul of our
philosophy,and also teaches the possible posses-
sion of special spiritual gifts.

It should not lessen the value of a work be-
cause the ignorance and prejudice of men have
misconstructed some of its parts. It should
not cause anv to array themselves against
Christ, because man has clothed him with divin-
ity. He did not arrogate this to himself, but
was the man Christ Jesus, the humble Nazarene,
and it would be better for all among our ranks
to take ITim for the example, rather than
speak of Him in derisive terms as too many do.
The fruits of charity which he possessed to an
eminent degree are loving kindness, humility,
patience, and a gentle and quiet speech.

Let all improve life and every opportunity
10 cultivate the graces of the spirit and to
gather in the harvest of good works, for by
our fruits we shall be known. In so doing we
clevate our own minds as well as benefit others.
We should count it joy to be living witnesges
of the truth, martyrs if need be to the cause
we have espoused ; willing to be crucified in
spirit, thereby identifying ourselves with Christ
aud his followers, “He bore the cross despis-
ing the shame,” while he worked for his fellow
men, and taught the love principle that will
live forever. Following in his footsteps we
may be able to catoh something of the inspira-
tion, thetender loving spirit, the moral strength
that made him what he was, the noblest type
of manhood that ever walked the earth.

This broad field, the Master’s vineyard, is
around us. Much is to be done and much un-
done, many 1epairs are to be made, tearing
down and building up, till a more perfect
lstructure is rearced on the ruin of the old.

This can ooly be done through continuous

labor, much weariness, some taltering by the
way and but for the aid of the unseen helpers,
the eclipse of hope and faith at times. Ve

Spirit power goes hand in hand with human
effort, it is the motor, controlling, directing the
machinery and supplying working power to the
laborers.

The voices of our loved onces speak to us
and say, “We are not dead, only passed on
before, we are aiding you in every good word
and work. We will give you all needed
strength and stand by you to the close of your
earth labors. On every passing breeze may be
heard some spirit voice which if listened to
will bring joy and gladness to the heart. We
shall weigh well our words and take heed to
all our ways, exercising that spirit of charity
and good will shown by the Great Teacher,
commended to usin words that “are like apples
of gold in pictures of silver,” that come to us
through the vista of time from the lips of
the apostles, and is taught us by the world of
spirits.

Thus in our weakness we may grow strong,
and walk in the genial light of infinite love,
and become fully established and equipped for
the remainder of our eartbly journey. We see
everywhere the evidences of successful work,
in the direction of advanced thought, and we
have every reason to feel encouraged.

The God of love answers the prayers of his
people and crowns tlreir labors with success.
[Te is opening thelr eyes to perceive the truth.
In almost every pulpit in the land spiritualism
is being taught. It is presented under various
guises, for the stigma of reproach is attached
to its true name. Itis still mingled with error,
and this must be eradicated betore it will be an
honored guest among us; but yet, despite these
drawbacks, it is gradually and surely wending
its way into popular avenues; it is permeating
all grades of society and growing stronger
every day, and soon will evangelize the entire
world. Free thought, free sveech, liberty and
umty of action will be the universal watch-
word. There can be no nobler exercise of
charity than toward those who still adhere to
the old faith with all its errors, and who regard
any departure thereof as sacrilege. Bear with
such in love, lead them getuly, remembering
how they have been grounded in the religion
of their fathers from the cradle, and it is not
easy to exist even, except on the food they
have been nourished upon all their lives, and
even more diflicult to accept the seemingly un-
palatabie food we present.

Pray carnestly that the scales may tall from
their eyes and they be led to welcome and
acknowledge the new Christ heralded by the
star in the east.

Thirty-five years ago, since its birth, behold
what great things it has done for bumanity ;
what a revolntion, the change in the rcligious
sentiment of the people has brought about.

And when the christian Church shall arrive
to a higher state of spirituality, they too shall
be recipients of greater spiritual gifts.

When less of avarice, selfishness, bigotry
and self righteousness exist, and its members
follow after charity and the golden rule, and

open their hearts to receive, an inflow of
heavenly light shall descend and enter in, thag
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* shall quicken the dead body to life, such as it
never had before.

Paul himself, an inspired teacher, said, in
order to discern spiritual truths, we must our-
selves become spiritually minded, and we are
exhorted to pray without ceasing, and whoso-
ever is in communion with heaven will not fail
to receive the blessings of heaven 1n the spirit-
ual gifts so freely offered to all,

Oh, that we may be more fully awakened to
the great responsibility resting upon us to en-
lighten minds with the new faith of this pro-
gressive age. Let us daily ask for more wis-
dom and the supply will never fail to reach us
when in need, for there is much in store to be
received and according to our faith so it will
be granted unto us.

The underlying principle of all good works,
is our simple and confiding trust in the All
Powerful arm to shield, protect, guide and di-
rect our minds in receiving and imparting unto
others. In the hidden force within the soul
the sparks kindle a flame that bursts forth in
the utterances of truths from the messengers,
80 that often times simple words uttered by
persons inspired by the spirit, touch the inner
recesses of the heart and stir up emotions that
have hitherto lain dormant, but when aroused
set & thousand wheels in motion, and the in-
fluence exerted is felt thrcugh the various
grades of society. .

Take, for instance, the drunkard, who seems
lost to all that in spiritual and is living only in
the sensual delights of sin. No human power
.has becn able to awaken him, not even the ten-
der voice of wife and children have been able
to stay the devastating hand of vice upon him,
and yet in some secret recess of his soul is a
spot that has never been reached. God’s spirit
moves upon him, light shines in from the win-
dows of heaven, the dark spot is lighted up, is
all aglow, the spirit breath has fanned the
spark of light that penetrated through the
darkness. What is theresult ? Heis aroused,
his soul has received a nourishment the intox-
icating cup can never bring, he dashes it at his
feet, he embraces his loved ones, he kneels with
them around the newly erected family altar,
he ia saved, perhaps through the ministering
angel who descended from the realms of bliss,
and gently touched his heart with the kindly
word, the charitable deed, or the prayer of
faith through the lips of some earth mortal,
inspired from above to enter that household
when hope had almost died away in hearts full
of anguish.

As he revives in bodily condition, although
a wreck of his former self, he goes forth and
proclaims to manhood he is rescued from a
druokard’s grave. Are not hundreds of hearts
touched and prayers offered that his words may
snatoh loved ones from the evils of intemper-
ance.

Jesus said to his disciples, A new command-
ment I give unto you, that ye love one an-
other.” The exercise of a gentle, lovable spirit
aund a disposition to pass charitable judgment
upon the words, deeds and charagter of others,
doubtless forms the highest standard of a true
christian and a true spiritualist.

The more knowletdge we gain of God’s law,
that is, the universal law of love, binding al|
together in a common brotherhood, the less

sin will abound, and peace and harmony will
prevail. When this is fully established and
powerful, everything is strong, solid, peaceful,
fruitful.

Charity suffereth long and is kind, charity
envieth not, doth not behave itself unseeming-
ly, seeketh not her own, fejoiceth not in ini-
quity, but rejoiceth in tlie truth, “beareth all
things, hopeth all things.” Though we have
all other good gifts and have not charity, they
profit us nothing.

It deals gently with all, prays for those who
persecute, and blesses those who despitefully
use us, and returns good for evil; makes us
pure in heart, in word, in deed.

It enables us to gain a conquest over sin and
its hallucinations, over temptation in its varied
forms and the many evils by which we are en-
compassed. It bears fruits in deeds of kind-
ness to all and labors of love for the human
family,

In its bearing upon spiritualism, charity can-
not be over-estimated in importance.

All praise be to our own beautiful faith that
has done so much already for the world, liber-
ating men from the cramping influence of
creeds, illuminating the valley and the shadow
of death with hght, joy and hope, and traos-
forming a mythical heaven promised to a faith-
ful few, into a world as real as our own, whose
open portals beckon all to an immortal life,
when they shall pass over the threshold of this,
whence on and onto Infinite heights the soul
ascends, for as progression is written upon the
heart of the material universe, 8o it is the law
of the spiritual kingdom.

But there are errors to be corrected, abuses
to be reformed, the chaff separated from the
wheat, fanaticism and radicalism on the one
hand to be modified and toned down, on the
other a too rigid conservatism in a tenacious
holding on to establiched forms and ceremonies
to be lessened, till a happy medium between
the two is reached, and spiritualism will be-
come more popular than theological creeds
and dogmas.

The one is the living, breathing sentient
being, the other the still, cold, inaminate statue.
To give soul and life to the statue by infusimg
the breath of the spiritual religion into it, the
latter must become in every respect worthy,
and the Church will no longer refuse it.
Worthy to guide the young, and lead them
into paths of virtue, purity and honesty.
Worthy 1o teach all mankind high principles
of honor, truth, loving kindness and charity.

To this end let all work with a will, begin-
ning with ourselves,cultivating all the heavenly
graces in our hearts, and so regulating our
lives, that we shall be prepared to lead others
into the better way and into a higher life.

What though obstacles are encountered at
every step, and obliquy, scorn and the thous-
and terrors that the hatred of the enemy can

invent surround us. We should count it joy
to suffer for truth’s sake.

In olden times to die for truth was consider-
ed the highest test of christian faith and moral
courage. To live and work for the right may
be regarded as a greater evidence ot the exis-
tence of the true religion of the soul,

Blessed are they who dic for God,
And carn the martyr's crown of hght,

Yet be who lives for God may be
A greater conqueror in his sight.

SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
CENTRAL NEW YORK ASSOCIA-
TION OF SPIRITUALISTS, AT
LEE CENTRE, N. Y.

At 2 p. M., Saturday, June 9th, the Associa-
tion met in the Union Church. President Beals,
of West Winfield, N. Y., called the meeting to
order. The exercises were opened with sing-
ing by J. Frank Baxter, of Massachusetts.
President Beals made a few appropriate re-
marks, welcoming the members of the Associa-
tion to another annual meeting, and making
important suggestions regarding the work be-
fore it. The meeting was then addressed by
A. A. Wheelock, of Vienna. Subject: ‘‘Are
we drifting or sailing.” At the close of Mr.
Wheelock’s address, a committee of five were
appointed, Mr. Peck, Mr. Moyer, Mrs. Hicks,
Mrs. Ilall, and Mr. Wheelock, to consider the
business interests pertaining to the Association,
and to recommend such changes in the organi-
zation and methods of its business, as they
might consider wise and best. Exercises
closed by a song from Mr, Baxter,

Saturpay EvexiNng.—Meeting was called
to order by the President. Mr. Baxter delight-
ed the audience with another song. He then
delivered a very interesting address. Subject:
“The Enigma of Life.” At the close of his
address, Mr. Baxter gave quite a number of
positive tests, So correctly were they given,
and so plainly were the spirits described, that
all were recoguized without difficulty, by those
in the audience who knew them in earth hfe.
Mauy of them revealed an unmistakable iden.
uity of their existence, and the fact that they
“still live.”

Suxpay Morning.— Meeting was called to.
order at 10 a. a0, by President Beals. DMausic
by Mr, Baxter. Mr. Wheelock read the reso-
lutions, embodying the report of the committe.
The suggestions of the committes were dis-
cussed, by different members of the Associa-
tion, and adopted. Mr. Hicks moved an
amendment to the fourth recommendation of
the committee, that six persons be added to
the list of oflicers of the Association, all of
whom should and hereby constitute an execu.
tive committee, to transact all business of the
Association; adopted. Mr. Baxter gave the
morning address, Subject: “Spiritualism: its
facts and fancies.” KExercises closed with a
song by Mr. Baxter.

SUNDAY AFTEERNOON.—At 2 P. M., Associa-
tion met and elected the following officers and
committee for the ensuing year: President,
Frank A. Ely, of Marshall; Vice President,
Dr. Beals, of West Wintield; Secretary and
Treasurer, Mrs, James Hall, of Lee Centre.
Committee, Wm, H. Hicks, of Western, Sam-
uel Moyer, of Oneida, Wm. Ives, of Peterboro,
Eli Bliss, of Georgetown, Seth W. Peck, of
Deansville, and Cyrus Tremain, of Vienna,
After the election of officers, A. A. Wheelock
gave an address. Subjeot: ‘‘ThefjFalse and
the True.” A song by Mr. Baxter closed the
evercises.

Sunpay Evenine.—Meeting called to order
by the President. Soug by Mr. Baxter. By
special request, Mr. Baxter delivered an address
upon the subject, *Spiritualism and the Church
face to face.” At the conclusion of Mr. Bax-
ter’s address, he gave a number of tests, all of
which were recognized. Mr. Wheelock then
read resolutions of respect he had written to
the memory of Warren Woolson, and made a
few appropriate remarks upon them, and moved
their adoption. The resolutions were unani-
monsly adopted. The meeting was largely at-
tended and all enjoyed a pleasant and profita-
ble time.
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RATE AT WHICR THE SPIRIT
WORLD IS BEING POPULATED

Do you know how many people die every
year? In order to know this we need only ex-
amine the statistics of the world’s population.
Aria has 800,000,000 inhabitants; Europe 805,
000,000; Afiica 204,000,000; America 86,000,-
000; Oceanica 5,000,000. These, remember, are
low estimates. which give a totol of only 1,400
000,000. Allowing to the inhabitants of the
earth an average hfe of thirty.nine years, we
find that every year 35.135,000 people die,
which gives a total of 90,720 deaths per day, 3,
780 deaths per hour, 63 deathe every minute,
or more than 1 every second. ,Tbus, every se
cond, as a French author expresses it, “a leaf
falls from the ¥ast tree of humanity, to be forth
with replaced by a new one.”—XN. O. Zimes
Democrat.

A casual observer of things as they occur from

day to day would no doubt be appalled at the
magnitude of these occurences when presented
as a total, including not only this particular lo-
cality, but embracing the whole world, People
living in one country form the bhabit of consid-
ering their country as embracing as regards pop-
ulation the greater part of the whole world.
Americans speak of their country above all
others, forgetting that it is but an infant in the
household of countries or nationalities, but it
will be seen that with one exception it is the
smallest as regards population. Europe and
America are the recognized christian lands, and
when the statistics of these two are examined
it will be found that but a small fraction of
their population are christians in spirit. there
are more dissenisons among them than among
any, or all of the other parts of the globe. And
we are told that only those embracing the Chris-
tian religion, can have any hope of enjoying the
presence of God and his angels after they leave
the world of mortality; if this be true, what a
fearful fate awaits the millions who are passing
away momentarily, and if honestly believed 1n
what a fearful responsibility rests upon every
professed christian, and upon every church or-
ganization for not making use of every dollar
that can be gathered, and devoting the same
for the dissemation of their religious views
among the heathen at home, and the ignorant
of other countries, instead of holding some §7,-
000,000,000 in church property which is only
used one day in seven, and then such services
calculated more for the building up of special
tents and creeds than in trying to convert the
world.

The existence of a spirit world is a recent dis-
covery; for ages men have been counsigned
to graves; there to remain until at some future
time they would be awakened from their long
sleep, and appear before the throne of God,
there to be judged. Then even the ungodly
would have an opportunity of looking upon the
face of their judge and listening to his voice,
either consigning them to eternal torment or
awarding them palms of victory. We cannot
consider this subject without faeling that a
great responsibility rests upon us, called as we
are to comfute what we know to be false, and
yet we cannot help wounding the feelings of
some honest souls who accept the doctrines of
the church as infallible, but we must not shrink
from the task, believing it better to wound a
triend’s feelings by telling them the truth, than
attempting to lead them along flowery paths
and when they reach the end, awake and find

L d
that thesr whole lives have been spent in chas-
ing phantoms, which now only mock them and
grin with spectral fiendship at them in their
moments of dispair '

Until a recent date there were only three con-
ditions of Iife believed 1n: the earth existence,
heaven for the redeemed, aud hell for the unre-
generated. If this doctrine be true, what a
vast herd of human beings are being daily con-
signed to places of torment, and the greater
number for not knowing that Jesus died for
them; but we are told that this ignorance will
not weigh anything in their favor when judged.
We can imagine 1f permitted to do so, what this
judgment might be. Seated upon athrone, high
above all surrounding objects, sits the Creator
of all things, not a smile on his countenance,
but out of his nostrils liquid fire is poured forth.
At bis feet the man Jesus with his heart bleed-
ing for the poor unfortunates as they appear at
thebar. We canhearing him pleading for them,
but this Judge gives no heed to his supplica-
tions, but rebukes him saying they did not ac
cept the ransom provided for them, away with
with them, let the trial proceed. So we see par-
ents interceeding for their children, children
begging for mercy for theirparents, The Judge
relents not, but orders them to move on, and
make way for others. This Judge was once
all merciful, but now he knows no mercy. Men
were told that His mercy endured forever, but
in the briet time allowed to man hisinfinite pa-
tience has been exhausted.His infinite mercy
has changed to infinite wrath. Being able to
declare Himself to every child born he neglects
to do 8o, and poor finite man must suffer the
consequences; it is not a pleasing picture to us,
and so we will leave it. It may be pleasing to
others,if so, they are welcome to gaze upon it
and if it awakens in their souls feelings oflove
and reverence, all we can eay is like God, like
man and vice versa.

The doctrine of a final resurrection of the
body has been digproved. Ouly a crystalized
fossil of Gods love any longer entertains such
ideas, but in its place we see spirits passing
through the change of physical dissolution,
emerging from their old worn out bodies and
being clothed upon with spiritual bodies, We
see them as they lay their earthly arms down,
and taking up their spiritual arms as if there had
been no break in the thread of their existence.
Just think for a moment, one spirit born every
second and more than one mortal taking their
place made vacant, and this has been going on
for untold centuries, and when we realize that
there is no death after the pleasant change has
taken place, what must be the populatian and
cultivation of the spirit world? 1f every one
passing away had attained toangelhood orsatan
ship and returning to earth to communicate,
there would be no conflicting statements made,
for all would go to one place, locality or sphere,
and eujoying themselves as only angels or
saints know how to; but what would be the ef-
fect upon the inhabitants of earth if God
changes in his dealings with mortals after
death, Wouldnot these glorified angels change
too. Isitnotasupposable case that being in the
enjoyment of all that heaven could give them,
they would soon forget the weary toilers here
below, and think only of themselves. We are
afraid such would be the case, therefore are glad

to know that all who enter the spirit world are
not all glorificd bodies, but that they carry
with them their humanity, and do pot forget
that there are millions following after them,
and all of them desirous 10 know something of
the country to which they are guing.

It is evident that from this great influx into
spirit life, there can be no essential difference
i mentality from what existed amongmen. As
there are differetices in opinion here, there must
be diffcrences in opinion there, and because of
these differences iy seen the necessity for self
study, and the accumulation of such knowledge
as can be made available there. Tuere are
spirits who retain their love for church organ-
ization, and it they could get control of me-
diums would advise the adoption of creeds, and
church disipline, but those who are more psy-
chical and have outgrown such things, hold
them in restraint, and make it their duty to
show that such things are unnecessary, that ever
thing which savors of past ignorance is detri.
mental to both spirit and mortal. We know
that our position is in opposition to the relig-
ious views of christianity, but if we bave proof
of its reliability, iv is our duty to so proclaim it
to the world.

Differences in opinion expressed by spirits is
made use of in the attempt to discredit the re-
liabiliy of spirit communion, but instead of
bringing discredit upon the cause of spiritual-
ism, it only proves how ignorant a man may be,
andyet consider himself an oracle of wisdom.
Some express the idea that the spirit world
must be¢ome one population, and wonder what
will become of the miilions who are yet to fol-
low. To all such we would say that we know
no limit to space, and as yet there appears room
enough tor all, aud the numberless additions
do not seem to absorb any more of the room
than we were conscious of wien first entering
spirit life. The tide of life is ever current, and
though there may be a few sluggards who loiter
by the way, the vast inajority have passed be-
yond the earth sphere, they have entered the
angel sphere, and become missionaries to those
occupying lower spheres.  Only among mortals
do we find any cavilers about what God is, and
what he intends doing, and there would be less
of bickering if these facts were better known.
As the case stands to day, the salvation of the
race is supposed to be confined to a select
few, and after their eyes are closed in death
they cease from their labois, but when we take
into account the shortness of material life, and
the endless duration of eternity, the few years
devoted to labor here are as a breath. Sup-
pose that when one becomes tired ot one form
of government and then emigrates to another
country, and after landing upon its shores they
should fold their arns, and their example be
taken up by the daily increase of new comers,
what kind of a_country would they make of it?
Would they develop its resources, would they
be qualificd to give information regarding its
geographical limits. Who knowing their pro-
cliviticse would trust them? The truth i1s they
would all die of starvation; and the spirit en-
tering spirit life expecting to live a life of idle-
ness will not only feel the pangs of hunger, but
they will find that moral degeneration which a
life of idleness always engenders,

A spint world to meet the wants of the
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whole human race must be cosmopolitan in
eharacter. Children find their homes there as
well as those of more mature years, the unlet
tered ravage finds a home there, the wild Atri-
cau is not shut out, every tribe and race find
the gates open to them, but what of the judg
ment day, is there no methed of punishing the
evil doers. Yes! there is a judgment day and
there 1s such a thing as punishment, but not as
the majority of religious teachers would have
you believe. Judgment follows each daily a
naturally as light follows darkness. The Judge
is not a throned monarch, who refuses the of-
tices of mercy, and we are inclined to think that
the christian theory was intended only as a fig-
ure, but men have made it a reality. The hu-
man conscience has always been mans judge,
and the enormity of his vrime, has always been
estimated by his opportunities for doing good.
Man’s judgment day never ends, so long as he
continues to violate nature’s laws, no matter
where he may be. Having cast off the old body
does uot release him from his responsibilities,
every day is a new birth, every day has its du-
ties, and every revelation brings the offender
pain and suffering, and every good deed, every

" smile bestowed upon a fellow being, kindles in
the breast a fire that cannot be guenched, but
will continue to grow in value and power until
it becomes a part of the individual.

We never think of man but what we asso-
ciate with him good and evil, and our estima
tion of of evil is made from our knowledge of
goodness. With him is always associated happi-
ness and misery, The frailties of human na-
ture are such, that we can not think of man in
one condition but what we instantly feel that
he might be better, and enjoy & greater degree
of happiness, and when we see spirits born in-
to the higher life, baving had within their
grasp the true relations of life, and refusing to
profit by them, we find how much they have
lost, but when we meet for the first time the
rude unlettered savage, we can ounly pity him.
He lived perhaps the highest life he had any con-
ception of. Would we be justified in saying to
snch a man, depart ye cursed in to eternal tor-
ment. Might notthesame have beensaid to us by
those who had better facilities forlearning what
was demanded of us whice we neglected to do.
The golden-rule becomes doubly precious when
we apply it to ourselves. We are not placed here
to judge one another, but to spiritualize the
masses, When we take into cons:deration 1he
shortness of mortal life, the momentary influx
of human beings and the steady departure trom
earth, we should hesitate before passing judg-
ment upon any oue, but rather turn our atten
tion to-tne causes by which the divine image
is tranformed into unsight'y deformities, If
man could be changed as Paul says, in the
twinkling of an eye, we might question the in-
finite for permitting evil to exist in any form,
but when we copen the book of human life, we

. read of human fiailities, and the question pre
gents itself, how came they 80? Why are not
all mankind born with a keen appreciation of
the good and true, and we ask, how do we
know but they would have inherited more lov-
able traits of character had it not been for the
influences affecting their outgrowth of the re
ligious prejudices of former ages?

Tae fear of God, and a dread of Him has had

a powerful influence in making man such as we
tind him at the present time, and while there
was a longing desire for a higher and more bliss-
ful state, they dared not indulge the hope
which barpe within them. Religious caste bas
destroyed that feeling of true fellowship that
would otherwise have existed. Every one has
been educated to look their sect as the most
favored one. The heathen as they are called
would be by the nature of their being heathen
outcasts from the divine presence, and all un-
believers in their doctrines would be compelled
on account of such unbelief to dwell in dark
ness and despair, but we find that such distinc-
tions instead of being a barrier to future attain-
ments, have only a geographical significance,
lines which men have drawn. And we are
happy to state they extend no further than the
influence of mortals extends; when the river of
death has been crossed, all earthly distinctions
cease. In the spirit world there is neither caste
nor creed. The soul aspiring heathen are recog-
nized as fully children of God as the most de-
vout christian. Justice and equity are the gov-
erning principles in spirit life; no one is asked
what his previous religious beliefs were, no one
is condemned because born of African parentage,
these are things beyond the control of man; no
matter what their professions may be or have
been, no one is asked whether they have been
washed in the blood of the Lamb or not, no
one is asked how often they fasted, or how
many paternosters they have repeated. All that
i asked i8, do you believe in the possibilities of
the good becoming triumphant, and are you
willing to labor for that end? We know of
but one sect in spirit life, and their creed is love
for humanity, and reverence for the good,
whether found in a Hindoo or a christian.

Persons not familiar with the facts given, and
which serve as a basis for this communication
would no doubt be appalled could they see the
inflowing “tide of spirits into spirit life. Peo-
ple are 8o accustomed to guage the whole world
by their particular localities, and they judge the
world by their standard of individual opinions,
and prejudices, while the truth is, these things
only affect themselves, nor do they weigh a
feather’s weight in the scales of Infinite justice.
A God that could be swayed by individnal
preferences would be no God at all; and as this
appears to be the opinton of religionists espec-
ially of the Christian world, we sometimes
wonder what kizd of a heaven they would
have providing every oue had their say about
it.  Most of them fiud it difficult to live in
harmony with their peighbors when they have
all to do 1n framing laws tor the government of
society, and if there is one thing we should be
thankful for more than another, it is that in
spint life there is none of this sectarian feeling,
a apirit is known for what he is, not what he
claims to be. God is no longer regarded a
God of sects, but the Father of all, and a lover
of the whole human family.

With such a rapid increase of population
drawn from all parts of the globe, and every
one feeling an interest in those left after them,
it would be strange indeed if every returning
spirit shonld or could clothe their messages in
classio terms. Were they to attempt it, 1t would
be one of the most powerful arguments against
the reliability of spirit contro. How many,

taking the aggregate of mankind, who have
received what is called a finished education?
How many, if c‘alled upon to give their exper-
iences or views of life, would without prepara-
tion, clothe their thoughts in the purest gram-
matical terms, KExperience proves that the
most polished statesmen find it necessary to
revise and re-revise their verbal or written
essays before they becowme the property of the
world; and should not the same rights and
courtesies be extended to a spirit? But men
have an idea that iofallibility is a possible
human attainment; hence, in criticising a spirit
communication, instead of attempting to arrive
at a fair estimation of what was the probable
inteation of the spirit, they set to work and
try to throw disciedit upon the matter com-
municated, because of grammatical errors;
which are only human standards at best, and
depend largely upon geographical limits.
The veracity of mediums is sometimes ques-
tioned, when commaunications are given pur-
porting tohave been given by some one known
to the world as possesging scholarly attainments.
They seem to forget that mediumship is not to
be measured by such rules; mediumistic power
or qualifications do not depend upon a college
education, but are natural endowments, and
no medium can help being what they are, any
more than an African can help having a black
skin, and curly hair. Mediumship is to be
taken as evidence of a growing development
of the race, whereby mortals can be placed in
close relationship with the spirit world.

Every materialist has their distinotive qual-
ifications, and some of the so-called heather’
natives far outstrip their Christian neighbors
in this respect, though differing in phases of
development. The Indian jugglers, as they
are called, are in many instances mediums for
physical manifestations, their feats surprise
the staid Christian philosopher, but could they
look beyond the limits ot mortal sight they
would find unseen forces at work showing that
spirit power is the controlling force in mind
and matter. Even a limited knowledge of
spiritual things would tend in a great measare
to remove the prejudices which exist at the
present time, but so long as men retuse to look
beyond the realms of mind and matter, as at
present recognized, they will remain ignorant
of their own possibilities, and judge harshly
the qualifications of their associates.

All of us have but a limited conception of
what there is wrapped up 1n the form of man,
and not knowing what they are at present, can
form no estimation ot what they may attain to.
The greatest of all studies for man is man; the
secret of the physical world may be explained
with a degree of certainty, but man can only
be learned in spiritual things as the powers
within him unfold and manifest themselves.
It has been taught that when the immediate
followers of Jesus passed from activelife among
men, that all power designated as supernatural -
was withdrawn. At and from the time when
the last Apostle breathed his last, until the
end of time there would be no further revela-
tion from the unseen world, and in order to
make their prediction bear a semblance of
truth, every person manifesting, even in a
small degree, similar qualifications to what was

admitted o be possessed by the Apostles, were
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get aside as blind leaders of the blind, aud to
crush out these divine qualitigs, the stake and
rack was brought mto use. But men may
fight against the powers that be, but there is a
power mightier than man, even the forces in
nature sweep them out of the way as easily as
though they were but atoms of dust.

There is abundant evidence before the world
to-day, going to prove that there uever has
been any cessation in the active forces of sj.irit,
by its influence men have been led to examine
mwto every department of philosophy and
science. The astronomer to-day reads the
heavens with as much ease as the average man
reads his newspaper. The geoclogist reads the
earth as though it was an open book. The
philosopher reasons from effects to causes, and
the results of their explanations and reasoning
fill volumes, and form the basis of your ele-
mentary school exercises. And would it not
be a strange circumstance if there were some
found through whom the facts relative to spirit
life could be revealed. It seems to wus that a
moment’s reflection would prove how natural
are all these revelations, and being natural they
come within the scope and range ot every in-
telligent mind. The revelations from the spirit
world are not more startling and wonderful
than the revelations of the astronomer, geolo-
gist and philosopher, for when examined and
analyzed, it will be found that they all tend in
one direction, and that the education of the
race. Every revealment may be regarded as
mile stonesshowing how far we have progressed,

‘and at the same time serve as reminders to

. show how much farther we have to travel on
the same road; prejudice and bigotry may re-
move these land marks, but just beyond pres-
ent boundaries we shall find them again.
Every age leaves its impress upon the mnext
succeeding age, and the spiritualists of this
age are only cutting the path in the which
future agesshall travel, and they will be guided
so far by present experiences. Beyond these
limits they must survey a route for themselves
but as these two worlds have been brought
into such close connection with each other,
future ages will find it less diflicult to perform
their part in the drama of human life, than
preceding ages have done.

We are just entering the gates of a new
school age, science has broken the bars and
bolts which shut out the studies of natural and
spiritual philosophy, the way is now compara-
tively clear; if we are only true to the princi-

. ples we profess, we shall soon reap the harvest
former ages have sown. A knowledge of spir-
itual laws will make us masters of the situnation,
and though forced to contend for what we
know to be true, time will give us the victory.

Joax F. McQuabg.

A very important conference of the London
Presbyterians has recently been held to consid-
er the question of a revision of the Westmins-
ter confession of faith. A paper was read by
Mr. Robert Whyte, an elder in Dr. Dyke’s
churoh, in which he pointed out the defects
of the confession, whieh he deelared was inhar-
monious with the living faith of the church.
The following points were made and argued by
Elder Whyte:—

The confession represented the stern decrees

of a govereign, whereas the living faith of the
church exhibited 1tself in God’s eternal love.
The confession said Christ died for the elect,
which was not the teaching of the Lord Jesus,
nor was it the teaching of the apostles. It
teaches that man’s action is unalterably deter-
mined for him and that he lies no longer under
any burden of responsibility for his own salva-
tion or loss, which was not the .teaching of
Scripture. The Christian conscience revolted
at the counfession’s teachings regarding the fate
of the heathen and of non-elect children who
died in intancy. Since Christians of other de-
nominations looked to their standards for the
church’s beliefs, a serious responsibility rested
upon them to see that they clearly testified the
truths they held, and upon the decision the
church came to in this matter depended her
growth in the future. Not only elders, but
young men who would have entered her min-
istry, were lost to the church because they
would not resign their liberty to differ from a
document framed more than two centuries ago.
Dr. Edmond considered the confession mo be
gravely defective in its statements of the traths
whieh the church believes. Dr. Jeffrey thought a
new and better creed should be made. Elder
Robertson thought the confession too long and
too stern. Dr. Fraser wished the old traths
might be pnt into modern language. Dr. Mor
rison said it was becoming difficult to find in-
telligent elders who would accept the present
confession. Dr. Oswalk Dyke closed the de-
bate, and spoke of the diflicalty of accepting
theological opinions in the phraseology of two
centuries ago. e did not like the confession,
nor did he wonder that there was difticulty in

getting elders to accept such a body. of stiff}

theologneal matters. Ile mentioned the diffi-
culties that beset them, aud favored the fram-
ing of some short, easy, modern creed, such as
might be used in public worship, Tetting the
old eonfession stand as a kind of monument.

Altogether a remarkable discussion for a
conference of Presbvterians, one would say.
It seemed to be generally acknowledged that
the old eonfession of Faith is not what they
aotually believe and confess!

Two angels came at set of sun,
Aud brooded o’er earth awhile;

One saw the day’s work was well done,
The other waited the morning’s smile.

And at the midnight hour they stood
Expectant on the verge of heaven,

Just where golden bars of light
Seem melting into morn or even.

Twin angels seemed they; one of birth,
Bearing burdens of buds, of flowers,
They bad not wakened into earth,
And koew not life’s surpassing powers,

The other, silent, white and cold,

Touched lip, and heart, and brew on earth,
No story was by those lips told,

No song of joy nor outward mirth,
But silently. with snowy hand,

Beckoned them to her silent land.

One angel wag the one of Life;
The other was the one of Death;

One lures men here to earthly strife;
The other calms their fevered breath.

One praised in song, and heralded
By loud scclaim of mirth and glee;
The other dreaded silently,
As though no potent minstrelsy

Was heard 1n that still voice, so stil}
You could not wake one sound or thrill.

Oh, snowy angel ! white and pure,
Thou coverest all the earth below
With a sweet snow-shroud, and the flowers
Slumber beneath the drifted snow,
Waiting at last the boon of life
To give them joy with beauty rife,

Angel of Death! we wait thy hand;
Unto thine arms all unafraid

We come, and when thy high command
Awaits us, all that here is said,

The glory or the dimness made
By earthly life—it matters not;

Thou shieldest, and thy robe without & spot
Is drawn around all gpirits here,

And thou, blessed angel, art most near.

Father of souls! by birth, by death,
By whatsoever means we come,

Oh, let us own thy blessed control,
Guide thou our spirits to thy home.
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