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VITTORIA TO FRANCESCO.
FroM LONGFELLOW'S MICHAEL ANGELO.

Parting with friends is temporary death,

As all death is. We see no more their faces,
Nor hear their voices save in memory;

But messages of love give us assurance

That we are not forgotten. Who shall say
That from the world of spirits comes no greeting,
No message of remembrance ¢ It may be

The thoughts that visit us, we know not whence,
Sudden as inspiration, are the whispers

Of disembodied spirits speaking to us

As friends, who wait outside a prison wall,
Through the barred windyws speik to those within,
As quiet as the lake that lies beneath me,

As quiet as the tranquil sky above me,

As quiet as a heart that beats no more,

This cunvent seems. Above, helow, all peace !
Bilence aud solitude, the soul's best friends.

Are with me here, and the tumultuous world* ~*"
Makes no more noise than the remotest planet.
O gentle spirit, unto the third circle
‘Of heaven among the blessed souls ascended,
Who, living in the faith and dying for it,

Have gone to their reward, I do not sigh

For thee as being dead, but for myself

That I am still alive. Turn those dear eyes
Once #0 benignant to me, upon mive,

That open to their tears such uncontrolled

And such continual issue.* 8till awhile

Have patiencs ;=1 will come to thee at last.

A few more goings in and out these doors,

A few more chimings of these convent bells,

A few more prayers, a few more sighs and tears,
And the long agony of this life will end,

And I shall be with thce. If I am wanting

To thy well-being, as thou art to mine,

Have patience; I will come to thee at last.

Ye minds that loiter in these cloister gardens,
Or wander far above the city walls,

Bear unto him this message, that I ever

Speak or think of him or weep for him.

By unseen hands uplifted in the light

Of subset, yonder solitary cloud

Floats with its white appare] blown abroad,
And wafted up to heaven. It fades away

Aund melts into the air. Ah, would that I

Could thus be wafted unto thee, Francesco,

A cloud of white, an incorporeal spirit,

—_—t e ———

Attention is called to the great decrease
which has recently taken place in the member
#hip of the United Presbyterian Churches in
Bcotland. Tt has been suggested that the chief
canse is the ultra.orthodoxy of the United
Presbyterian clergy; and their harsh treatment
of certain cases of heresy—one of their minis-
tera, who bas been thus dealt with, having car-
;’Led his congregation bodily out from among

pm,

“|a good man.

WHAT WENT YE OUTFOR TO SEE?
Motives and inclinations are important fac-
tors in forming human character. If a man's
motives are pure, it is safe to say of him he is
If a man’s intuitons lead him in
pursuit of truth, we say of him, he is on the
highway to present and future happiness, but
if his motives be of a sordid and impure char-
acter, no goodness can be expected from him
unless there comes a change to the person. All
matter which tend to the betterment of man-
kind are essentially good, no. matter whether
the lead, being in and of themselves good, the
influence they exert will be necessarily good.
All things which appeal to the spiritual part of
man, if listened to and the lessons conveyed
and duly applied, are profitable. There is a
vein of the marvelous in every one, and it is
essential that this element in our natures be
gratified to a certain extent, but like other things
this has been inherited; too great care cannot
be execised in order that this love of the mar-
velus, of investigation do not lead us into mak-
ing extravagant demands upon those persons
or things through whom information is sought.
It should be borne in mind that whatever comes
within the range of human possibilities is fi-
nite and imperfect. Man may reason intelli-
gently about the causes of things, but if the
things reasoned upon transcends finite powers,
their conclusions will necessarily be limited and
imperfect. Human judgment cannot transcend
human attainments; the most learned judge
may have his decisions reversed; we never get
at all the facts in any case, we base our opinions
upon such evidence as we can acquire through
examination and 1nvestigation, but circumstan-
ces often casts a shadow over the object or indi-
vidual under examination, and sometimes the
innocent suffer while the guilty go free.

Itis therefore unsafe to yield at all times to pop-
ular judgment; it is better to be lenient than
too severe. All judgments should be condition-
all, giving the individual, object or principal
the benefit of every doubt. for doubt there will be
in the minds of sBome, no matter how clear a
case may be proven against them. All criminal
courts are supposed té be courts of justice tem-
pered with mercy; the decisions of any judge
may be questioned, hence it has been deemed wise
to have higher courts of appeal, and there has
been provisions made whereby even the decis-
ions of the higher courts can be appealed from.
" Our subject at this time is not so much to
discuss the laws by which society is protected,
and human life made sacred, as it is to inquire
into the motives which actuate individuals in
their investigation into the more prominent
phases of occuring phenomena. Every one
at all familiar with the spiritual philosophy,
knows that hyman agencies are necessary to

every form of manifestations. Without these
channels there would be no phenomena, and the
question to be settled is, how far can human
judgment be accepted as final in deciding what
is essentially spiritual, and what is of the earth
earthy. Has anyone been endowed with more
than human abilities ¢ Has nature established
any final court in which and at whose bar every
phase of phenomena can be passed upon? Is
there no court of appeal from individual judg)
ment ¢ If not, then the powers which are In-
finite, are less merciful than courts established
by men.

It is fair to presume that every person inves-
tigating the phenomena of Spiritualism, is act:
uated by certain pure or impure motives. They
either investigate for the purpose of getting at
the facts in the case, or they areled by curiosity,
and with one idea that there is fraud some-
where, and they are the ones delegated to dis-
cover the fraud and declare it to the world
But have .we here anything more than the
opinior—" more men, and may they not
be biafuu ¢ iy they not resort to unjust meas
ures in order to gain a certain amount of noto-
rity, and have others of their kind applaud their
cunning and shrewdness ! . How far is man
qualified to form an opinion upon what he can
neither see nor handle. Has he any right to
say that a certain kind of phenomena is fraud-
ulent, when from his own confession he knows
nothing of the laws by which these manifesta-
tions are produced. Is it not a manifestation
of egotism for anyone not familiar with law, to
assume the prerogatives of a judge? And is it
to be expected that a person possessing medium-
istic gifts, if brought before such a judge would
receive an impartial trial ¢ Would not his case
be decided before he was arrayed ?

Examination into a subject embracing so
much that is beyond the limit of physical sight.
and hearing. requires far more skill than is re-
quired to decide upon a case based simply upon
obtainable evidence. And yet some of the most
intellectual among men, do not hesitate to con-
demn any and all phases of spiritual phenome-
na, and their decisions are accepted by the
world as final. Because an opinion has ob-
tain popularity, is no evidence that it is right,
and should not be appealed from. FExperience
proves that the majority is as liabled to be in
error as the minority, and we will go still far-
ther and say, that in the majority of cases the
minority is moreapt to be right than the majori-
ty. Numbers may add might avoidupois,but it is
questionable whether they always embrace the
greater amount of intelligence. Therefore, in
forming an opinion, it is unwise to accept the
opinions of numbers without examining into
their intellectual attainments.

.',I‘he spiritual seance is not a place for curiosi-
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ty seekers. If there are no higher aims than to
gratify this morbid spirit, then it were better
that the doors of the seance room be closed
against them, regardless of what they may say
or do. There is no safety for mediums or honest
investigators so long as the spiritual seance is
made a public highway, and every one apply-
ing for admission should be asked : ‘‘What
came ye for to see i’ A reed shaken by the
wind, to see a table tip, to hear a rap, to see a
materialized form ¢ What did you come for ¢
What are your motives ¢ Such questions might
be considered impertinent, but they are in every
gense proper. What man will admit a stranger
into his home without inquiring the nature of
his business ¢ What man will allow another to
call him friend, without first informing himself
whether the one professing friendship is every
way worthy. There is no necessity for yielding
to former customs when the custom has been
proved detrimental to the general welfare of
mediums and inquirers into the truthsof Spirit-
ualism. When investigators will learn to de
port themselves as they would have to upon
entering any church orreligious gathering, and
respect the feelings and opinions of Spiritualists,
it will be time enough to admit them, and not
before. We hold that there is no place so holy
as the seance chamber; it is there you meet
with those who have passed to the better land;
you are holding communion with the spirits of
those mourned as dead, but who, in vhe
kindness of their souls, return to assure you
that they still live. And if any human being
is entitled to respect, it is the returning spirit.

Mediums, or their attendants, are often the
ones most open to censure, for the results at-
tending public seances. Their love of money
make them reckless as to results and conditions,
and the cause must suffer from their indiscre-

sions. The interests of Spiritualism are not
conserved by promiscuous ga t seances,
as every medium well know. .. e € ANCEB

are not chargeable to spirits but to mortals,
their object is to instruct and not amuse; and
often lecturers merely skim over the surface,and
fail to reach bed rock in the arguments;the fault
is not with the spirit or bands controlling them,
but with the lecturer who neglects to cultivate
his powers, relying solely upon the one# controll-
1ng to use them, when often they are in no condi-
tion to be used. It is a great error to suppose
that spirits can perform miracles. They are
finite and bounded by conditions, as well as the
instrument they attempt to use, and a failure
to do themselves justice, is more often charge-
able to a want of proper consideration and pre-
paration on the part of the medium than upon
the spirlt or band of spirits. Levity and frivol-
ity, i3 not alone chargeable to investigators;
old Spiritualists to often set examples which
bring discredit upon the seance, and lay the
foundation for many of the harsh criticism
seen in public print.

Spiritualism to fulfill its mission, must be-
come a deep, settled principle. It must be in-
terwoven into your very souls, and form a part
of your being. Ministers are protected by law
while in the performance of their clerical duties;
even their most common place utterances are
received with respect, no matter how severely
they may be criticised after the sermonis over.
The ministry is regarded as sacred, but how
much more should the occasion demand when
you meet face to face the friends once so dear.
There seems to be a lack of interest among
Spiritualists in this particular line, while
they scout the dear of ‘‘casting their
burdens upon the Lord,” yet, they do
not hesitate to cast their burdens upon their

spirit friends. How can such people, consist-
ently speak in derogative terms of the Chris-
tian, while they practice in another form, what
they condemn in others, It would be well for
all of us to remove the motes from our own
eyes, before we attempt to pluck the unruly
member out of the eyes of our neighbors.

We regard the words chosen as a basis for
our remarks, quite asappliable to Spiritsual-
ists, as to those beginning their investigations
into the subject; and would recommend every
one to ask themselves what they are looking for;
if only a reed shaken by the wind, or by spirit
power, to go their homes and remain their until
they are duly prepared to continue their inves-
tigations. There are vast numbers who seem
seem to think that witnessing phenomena is
the whole of Spiritualism; they never after
witnessing the phenomenon think it neces-
sary to search for the laws underlying these
manifestations, and if asked to explain some
of the principles they profess, are wholly in-
competent to do so; the most most they cando
is to relate what they have witnessed, and
are often surprised that the whole world is not
converted to Spiritualism. Let such persons
count up the number they have been instrument-
al in bringing into the spiritual fold, and their
wonderment will cease to astonish them. An-
other class ignore all phenomena, and seek
only for what they arepleased to term the more
intellectual phases, but this is like teaching the
child its alphabet, they carry with them their
old ideas of people entering heaven in droves,
which cannot be done ; no man can enter a
a heavenly state until intellectually qualified to
comprehend what that state is. Men never at-
tain eminence at a single jump, every step of
the way must be carefully studied; our most
prominent lecturers, beside having abilities,
make use of every opportunity to cultivate their
natural inherited gifts, and what is beneficial
in one department wijll be found equally so in
every department.

Spiritualism is the study of a lifetime. Its
problems are so instricate that only by con-
tinual application can they be solved. If it
was a surface philosophy or religion, it would
have been buried long ago, but because its les
sons are profound and the love it has kindled
in the breasts of a few of ita followers is why
it occupies the place it does at the present time.
The spirit world has never been remiss in its
labors, All the lack of interest seen and felt
is charged to the indifference of mortals, and
the eooner they learn this truth the better will
it be for them and the cause they pretend to
gerve. All important undertakings, if success-
ful, demand the strictest attention from every
one connected with the enterprise. The reason
for so many tailures in life is owing to the un-
stableness of men. The cause of Spiritualism
would have been better understood by the wortd
and there would have been less persecution and
harsh criticism, had its representatives been
more thorough in their work. It is a great
mistake to suppose that spirits know all that is
worth knowing, and that every person mnot
identified with Spiritualism is an ignoramus.
The best educated spirit was once a mortal, and
we often test the genuiness of their presence by
the character of their communications. We
rely largely upon the scholarly attainmentsand
manner of expression by which the spirit was
identified when in earth life. No one expects
to receive an intelligent communication from an
idiot, spirit or mortal; men may be ignorant of
some of the things another person may be fa-
miliar with; one man may be versed in spirit-
ual lore, he may have a very clear understand-

ing of the laws of control, and may be able to
entertain an audience profitubly for a time, but
if he stops there and never attempts to improve
upon the present, he will remain just where
he now is- the spirits controling him may have
made rapid progress, but when they attempt to
use the organism of the medium, they find it
much in the same condition as a farmer would be
if compelled to lay aside his modern plough and
harness his team to one made ouf of a crocked
stick, which was well enough in its day; but
there has been wonderful progress made since
the time when crocked sticks for ploughs were
at a premium.

But to come back to our subject again, *‘What
came ye out forto see$” Is there anything
about Spiritualism that is not explainable ¥ Did
you expect to see a miracle wrought ¢ If so,
you will be disappointed. And yet you may
witness similar manifestations to those occur-
ing in the presence of the medium of Nagereth,
The people called the healing of the sick a mir-
acle, because the methods adopted were new to
them. But there is no mystery about this kind
of manifestation to day, they are so common,
that people have ceased to wonder at them or
to relate them to their neighbors. In the early
days of the spiritual dispensation, the healing of
a sick person by laying on of hands, would have
been, and no doubt was the wonder of the age.
But the present race have become familiar with
those things and pass them by with aslittle con-
cern as they would the most trival circumstance
in every day life. A few years ago a material-
ized spirit form would have filled the world
with wonderment, but ’tis not so now. You
speak of such wanifestations as among the
common occurances of life. and yet how few
there are, even with all the enlightenment of
the age, that fully realizes that when they look
upon a spirit form, or listen to a spirit speaking
to them, that things are what they purport to
be. You don't seem to grasp the reality of the
matter; onlv think for a moment that what has
been the burden of the ages from remotest time
down to the present. the cry has been, *‘O God,
givo us some proof of a future life; but age has
followed age into the bottomless abyss of time
and space, and these anxious souls have, one by
one dropped out of the line of march without
any proof of immortality But how is it to-
day, with the gates of the spirit world flung
wide open, and the so-called dead coming back
and taking upon themselves temporal bodies,
and controiling another's ignorance of speech,
for what purpose ¢ Simply toanswer the prayers
of the ages, to prove that there is no death.
Do you love to hear them tell of their homes 1n
spirit life? Does it bring you any nearer the
great Over Soul? And do you feel to thank all
the powers that be, that your lot has been cast
in such heavenly places ¥ We are afraid a great
many may forget even themselves upon such
occasions, and treat the returning spirits with
less consideration than they would a boon com-
panion returning home from a journey.

Modern Spiritualism is peculiarily adapted to
meet the wants of all truth loving souls. There
is not one grain of sense in the structure of
mankind but what is appealed to, and all that
is required is for mortals to lay hold of the
facts before them and profit by them. Spint-
ualism to become a success, must be separated
from immoralities; what even appeals to the
baser passions, and tends to degrade mankind,
must not be saddled on to the already over-
loaded backs of spirits. Let mortals bear all
their own burdens of this character, and study
how they can rid themselves of all that is vile
and unseemly in them. Let your investigations
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be made in a‘spirit of earnestness, with humil-
ity and candor, and we promise you, you will
not return to your homes unrewarded. The
people of this age seem not to understand how
much they are aroused above all preceding
ages, but we trust ere long that there will be a
general awakening of the people to their own
best interests. We are not travelers here,
bound to some distant clime. This is your
home, your are in your school boy days, learn-
ing a little every day. May we continue to
learn through the unmeasurable eternies of the
future, and find that happiness which can only
come from honest motives and manly endeaver.
, JonN MCURRAY.

THE I.LONE GRAVE.

BY MRS. HARRIET JONES,
I saw within the Potters’ Field
A sunken and neglected grave;
The form within the casket sealed,
O’er which the branches sadly waved,
Had Jaid forgotten many years—
At least, none came by day or night
To water the green earth with tears
That shut the form from mortal sight

I gazed upon the sunken mound,

Anud pondered long on what [ saw,

While leagthening shadows all around
Awaked asense akin to awe,

Sometime, back through the vanished years,
A father loved that buricd form;

Sometime were whispered in those cars
Endearing words, the heart to warm.

The form beneath the grasses green

Once telt a mother's fond embrace,

While sbe, the cherished household Quecn,
Rained kiss s on her darling’s face

Those eyes, lung clo:ed, emitied rays

That gave to one heart rapturous bliss;
Way back in long forgotten days,

Those lips could give a thrilling kiss.

A pauper’s grave! Yet that lone heart
Could beat with feelings just the same
As thoss which never felt the dart
That gave to him the dreaded name.
Dead! And forgotted! None to claim
T'he right to drop a silent tear—

Not one to even give the name

Of the lone sleeper lying here!

I thought: “Honw sad it i3 to die!

How gad if none are lefi 1o miss

Our absznt form, as days go by,

Our grave forgotten, like to this.”

While gazing on that pauper’s tomb,

I dropped a tear and breithed a sigh;

Th-p turned away, o'er-pres:ed with gloom;
That one should thus forgitten lie.

OraAN, N. Y., Jan. 9th, 1883.

WHAT THE CONSISTENT INFIDEL
CAN DO, AND CANNOT AFFORD
T0 DO.

As the word “infidel” is a sort of blackguard
word, and many people the liberty to stigma-
tise all with it who disagrec with them in the-
ology, I shall be under the necessity of telling
who 1 mean by it, if I am to be understood.
Jesus was an infidel to the Jows because he did
not believe on the God that they worshiped
the God of vengeance, and they were intidel to
him because they dil uot believe on the God of
mercy that he served and called his Father, All
retormers are infidel to the errors that they dis-
believe and oppose. But what I mean by in-
fidel is the one that thinks the death of the mor-
tal formis the final end of mankind, azd have no
belief or hope of hte beyond the grave,

They have no infinite God to love or fear,
no hell to shun, orheaven to gain beyond the
present life. Bul the infidel, like every 1ntelli
gent oreature, desires to be comfortable and hap-
py, and wants to enjry himsell the best way
that he can think of. Very many people make
mistakes and make themnselves and others mis-
erable, But the consistaut man, no matter what
s belief is, studies his own being, and his own
feelings, and thercby learns what is agreeable,
and what is disagreeable to them. 1 am not/
talking about a savage or a fool, but about a
counsistant infidel. Ie finds that he connot be
happy by beholding the misery of others, for
that is painful to him; therefore he cannot af-
ford to do anything that he thinks will make
others unhappy, for that would make him un-
happy. He finds that he can afford to do all
that he can to make others happy, for that makes
him happy, aud sweetens the rough journey of
life. He dont expect he bas a Christ to prepare
a heaven for him, therefore he is under the ne-
cessity ofjmaking his own heaven as he goes
along. No onedesires happiness any morethan
he does, and he finds that he has feelings that
protest against every thing that is mean or low,
and to keep peace with himself, he is obliged to
omit doing anything that he thinks is wrong.
He finds thav he must live in harmony with his
best feeling, if he would be happy, and with laws
of his own being, as they are the highest laws
that he knows of, or cares for, therefore he can
not afford to do what will injure his best feel-
ings, and nake war at home. If he does what
he knows to be wrong, his better feelings will
twit him ot iv when he is alone, therefore he is
obligzed to be virwuous, kind and honest, to be at
peace with himself, and be happy. Though he
thinke he has no God to fear, he has feelings
within hima him that he has to look out for, and
be very careful not to offend them, while he
wants to be happy  As long as he can live in
harmony with himneelt, and with the laws of his
own being,he will have a heaven at home, and
that is all he ever expects. He cannot afford
to make himse]t miserable while he is on earth,
in order to gain a happy heaven beyond the
tomb, that he thinks is not, but he can afford
to make a heaven for himself that he may en
joy in this life, .

IIe cannot use profane or low vulgar language
without lowering himselt in his own estimation,
and being reproved by his own conscience, there
fore be caunot stoop to profanity or vulgarity.
He cannot afford to be dishonest or untruthtul,
for, if be is, his conscience will declare war with
him. He cannot afford to swear falsely to in-
jure any one, for,if he does, his con-cience will
goad him till he makes full restitution for the
injury thus done. He has no Jesus to forgive
his wrongs and settle his accounts for him, but
he has a feeling within that will never be satis-
fied till he has paid the last parting. He can
not afford to cultivate or cherish revengeful or
angry feelings, tor such would make him unhap-
py, and cheat him out of that heaven that he
is 80 anxious to make for himself. But he can
atford to feed the hungry, give water to the
thirsty, olothe the naked, visit those that are
sick and in prison, and entertain the stranger,
for auch acts make him happy and make heaven
within.

Benevolence is queen of the mind, 3nd when

that is obeyed there is peace at home. The in-
fidel finds that to be happy himself, he must do
all that he can consistantly to make others hap-
py. Heishappy in receiving favors from others
and fiuds that it really is more blessed to give
than to receive, for in receiving he feels uuder
obligation to the giver, but in giving he is free
from such an obligation. No matter what the
infidel believes about life beyond the grave or
a future heaven, if he lives in harmony with
himself, and with the laws of his own being,
he lives in harmony with God’s laws, and does
the will of that God who is love, and having
made a heaven for himself, which is his own pri-
vate property, he will have that as long as he
exists, unlesa helbarters it away; and Christ will
own him as a brother, while many, who have
made high profession of religion, saying Lord
Lord, and have made hell all around them in
earth life, will turn out to be nothing but stran-
gers to Christ. It is those that do the will of
love that Christ will know as his near relations,
regardless of belief, color, nation, age or pro-
fession, for “he that loveth is of God.”

The consistent infidel cannot afford to do
what will injure bis health, for that would be
making a hell of himself instead of a heaven,
He cannot afford to drink intoxicating liquors,
for such would injure his nerves, stupify his
brains, poison his blood, and shorten his life.
He cannot afford to misspend his time in loaf
ing or lounging around in stores, taverns and
ghops when he has no business there and when
he should be at home providing for himself and
others, the things necessary to make life hap-
py. He cannot afford to be a mischicf maker
or a tale bearer, while he has a plenty of other
business to attend to that pays better. The
consistant infidel makes a better neighbor, hus-
band and father than those that worship, “they
know not what.” The infidel has no God out
side himself to forgive his sins, thercfore he is

obliged to be very careful that he does not do
what be cannot forgive himself for,

But there are some infidels that are not thus
cousistent; like brutesthey livy, like brutes they
die. There is but very little difference in the
lives of such, and many that join some church,
and by so dong think they have got a through
ticket to heaven, that if they do wrong Christ
will forgive them, and prepare a heaven for
them. Those that dont know how to make
heaven, cannot know how to enjoy it.
Those that wont try to make heaven, dont want
it, and wonld not stay in heaven if they were
put there. No one can enjoy heaven till after
trying tomake it for self and others. The heav-
en that 18 made by another cannot appear as
beautiful and lovely to us as the one that we
make for ourselves. God knew that, and, that
we may be the most happy has left us to make
our own beavyen or hell just as we like., Jesus
taught common sense and humanitarian princl-
ples, and whoever lives in harmony with them-
gelves are living in harmony with what Jesus
taught, and the reward is sure to follow. There
is but one way to find or obtain heaven, and
that is by well doing, and living so as to make
it within. A guilty conscience thuts out heav-
en.

JacoB A, SPEAR.

(= DELINQUENTS, PAY UP,
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SPIRITUAL BROTHERHOOD.

Among the majority of men the idea prevails
that all the social qualities which go to make
up the pleasant episodes in life are purely of
earthly origin, and when death intervenes, all
these pleasurable emotions cease, and if there
be another state of existence, every thing must
be made over again, Instead of present at-
tainments and social qualities being enhanced,
we are compelled by some laws not previously
known to mankind, to begin like children at
the foot of the ladder and learn all their lessons
over again, which if true would prove that all
present attainments were scarcely worth the
efforta put forth to acquire them. The
Christian’s idea of heaven is anything but
cheering to the lover of good society, for as is
well known, it costs much in time and study
to fit one’s self for the enjoyment of the pleas-
ures of life; some people devote their whole
time to the study of how to please; they with
great expense draw around them those who
are congenial to them, and if the Christian
theory obtain, all study and expense is but for
other enjoyments of a day, and when night
comes, then there is an end to all enjoyments
which interested mortalg with them. Angel life
is something peculiar to the locality where
angela reside, and they are special creations,
and have not been compelled to wade through
seas of difficulties in order to realize a small
stream of pleasure, created to occupy places
near the throne, living entirely in the presence
of God. But how is it with the man created
only a httle lower than the augels, and yet
bearing the impress of divinity in his finely de-
veloped brain power. What of him? Is not
his life lived in as strict conformity to the laws
of his life as may be claimed for the high
born angels, and why shall he not carry with
him his love of society, and greet his friends
of former years with as much enthusiasm as a
cpirit, as one angel greets another.

It is a very unwise doctrine to teach, that
certain creatures of the Father’s love are to
sleep on downy beds, while others equally de-
serving, though lacking in some peculiar
trait of oharacter which was never given
to them, must he down on the cold pave-
ments is repugnant to all human sensibili-
ties. We do not present this as being literally
true; experience in spirit realms has taught us,
that it is not true; we bring 1t forward to show
the inconsistencies which are attached to the
most popular religions of the age, and ask is
it any wonder under the circumstances that
men are growing skeptical? Is it any wonder
that infidelity is on the increase, is it not a
greater wonder that men have confidence in
any religion? That man ie a social being, is
olearly demonstrated; it does not requiré the
services of an inspired angel t6 prove this true.
What makes him a social being? Is it not for
the enjoyment he derives from meeting triends,
and from an interchange of thought? Men
create social ideas, and to make them beneficial
to the world as well as instructive, they enact
rules, regulations aund by-laws, making it obli-
gatory upon all members to contribute to the
worthy poor and destitute brothers; and these
orgamizations, are 1n most cases, places of
refuge for the weak and down trodden—the
loye of humanity makes mau s humatarian; he

should be without creed or caste; butunfortun-
ately he has not yet reached that point of excel-
lence in his development, but he is approaching
toward it, and when a few more generations
shall have come and gone, then we shall beho:d
a type of manhood such as the early patriarchs
never dreamed of.

It is a pretty clearly demonstrated fact, that
whatever man is here he will be upon entering
gpirit life. Every spiritnalist knows this to be
true, and if there are any who do not know it,
the fault is their own, and they must suffer
disapointment, or be made doubly happy in
finding things so much better and more natural
than they supposed. All social societies sach
as we have referred to, spring from one common
root, but like some trees having been trans.
planted the pature of the soil wkere they grow
changes their general appearances, and by fre-
quent transplanting, the original is nearly lost
to sight, but there is always some distinctive
feature that cannot be ontgrown or obliterated,
and through that distinction the relationship
can be traced to the parent stock. Strange as
it may sound to some people, we claim, that
whatever has been devised for the benefit of
the race, socially, morally, or spiritually, had
its origin in spirit life. While man was in his
first or primitive state, nine-tenths an animal,
he never dreamed of a lodge or lodge room,
his hand was raised against every other man,
and every other man’s hand was against him;
and never until be began to exercise the facul-
ties of reason, did he ever dream of welcoming
his fellow men to his cave home, and treating
him as ap equal. At the same time he had a
kind of an intuitive reverence for a God, such
a8 be could comprehend, any you may rest as-
sured that his God was not far removed from
his own mental condition. The beginning ot
social orders was not so much for enjoyment
and mental culture, as for protection against
kindred tribes and wild beasts, but having
been found to be both instructive, protective
and remunerative they have become a part of
man’s life; he inherits a love of $hem, and when
he arrives at a suitable age he is admitted, and
placed in possession of the secrets and pass
words by which he can make himself known,
and by their use he can enter into the secret
chambers, and enjoy the friendship ot his fel-
low craftsmen. Now if man was not naturally
a social being, he would not seek for admittance
into one or more of these different orgamzations
for in the most of them there is, at opening
and closing, what might be called a semi relig-
ious service performed. It is a mistaken idea
that without the influence of the Church man
wou'd not be a religious being. Heis by nature
such, aud there is wot power enough on earth
to change hiin, or make him otherwise. No
matter if he be infidel in sentiment, when
you come to analyze him, it will be found that
he is a worshiptul being in some form or other.
These are inherited traits of character, and they
have formed a part of man’s existence from the
earliest records we have of him down to the
present time, and we see a steady unfolding of
these powers going on step by step along the
highway of destiny, and it is absurd to suppose
that any man or races of men have reached
the ultimate in human attainments, even spir-
itualism though far in advance ot any religious

principles or philosophy the world has ever
known, even this is in its infancy.

The question asked by many investigatora
i, what doea spint life consist in, as regards
the individual. Naturally social, a lover of his
fellow men, and finding as much true happiness
in contribating to the general fund of good
will, as his neighbor does in psalm singiog and
much praying; in what will his enjoyment
counsist in spirit life? This is a question that
can only be answered by cne who has had ex-
perience in this, and who was a member of
some of the orders when in earth life. I found
that accordingly ae I had been true to my ob-
ligations as a man aud a citizen—the record of
my truthfulness and integrity was koown
among the social orders in spirit life, and 1
found as much enjoyment among the members
of orders in spirit life, as I did among the dis-
tinctive religious classes; and I found that true
religion consisted in loving the whole human
family, or in other words, having and praetio-
ing a good willtoall. I found thatthestronger
this feeling took possession of me, the nearer a
resemblance to our Ieavenly Father. This
good-will feeling did not always lead me into
prayerful devotions, but rather into rejoicing,
I feel a fuliness of soul that language cannot
express.

The years passed in spirit life have been
devoted to investigation, the natural inolina-
tions of the mind does not stop influencing us
in this direction after death, but the things
which were peculiarly of an earthly nature, do
not intrude themselves upon us, therefore the
natural inclinations of a person is in the direo-
tion of practical information, and the mind
being elastic and expansive, tinds avenues for
its exercise as varied as the most prolific mind -
could desire. Social orders in spirit life would
be better understood perhaps by the term
spheres, and we mean by spheres mental and
spiritnal attainments, and instead of there be-
ing only seven sphercs, they are beyond com-
putations; but no matter whether in the higher
or lower there are always objective points to be
reached and our success depends upon the
efforts pat forth for their attainment. Passing
from one sphere to a next higher may be com-
pared to the conferring of degress upon a worthy
brother; they are rewards for industry and
proficiency and aot for favor, for whatever ia
earned the individual has a right to all the
benefits belonging to the position aspired to
and confered.”

If only half or a part of the things which go
to make up a complete whole in human life
was carried forward into spirit life, it might be
questionable whether or not the whole was not
blotted out.  Recognition of a part always
leaves a doubt regarding the whole, and if hu-
man attainments which are exclusively the pro-
perty of the mind and spirit a1e only partially
recoguized, what assurance could we have to
urge the necessity of storing the mind with all
things which tend to unfold the interior soul
forces, and present man as a fully revealed and
developed child of God. If any partofa man’s
identity be lost, who can say but what at some
future time in passing through other changes.
what was personal at a previous change has
not been brought to perfection, its mission
completed, and he ceate to be, It is absolutly
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necessary that the spirit be allowed to resume
its individuality. Spirits are recognized by
marked peculiarities of character, quite as
frequently as from what they may say in an
educational sense. Investigators seek first for
something by which they can identify the
spirits; this must be funished in order that there
may be confidence. Now if man’s mental quali-
fications were wholly changed, they could not
appear as they were, mortals would not know
them, and all investigation would cease from
this view of the case; it is plainly to be seen
that if one thread be broken all the pearls are
lost. "Man must be carried forward as a unit
or not at all, and all that belongs to man must
vontinue a part of his personality, hence if man
u8 an individualized entity lives as a spirit, what-
vver formed partof his identity must live also,
but whatever is antagonistic to his future
growth, will gradually lose itself and become
extinct, but all things possessed that blend
harmouniously with his life in spirit will be en-
banced, in that he will grow to greater per-
fection.

Mankind baving passed from these rudi-
mentary couditions and become repositories of
the great principles of life, could not be at
home unless arsociated with those they were
in sympathy with., They may not in earth life
. have been connected with any distinct religious

movement, but from their sympathies leading
them into fellowship with some of the social
orders existing, their obligations made them
religious aud moral beings and upon entering
spirit life, their natural inclinations would lead
them into seeking for similar institutions. But
if there were none such their attainments would
not profit them, they would be as strangers
away from home. It has been the experience
of every one entering spirit life, to find some
one they were in sympathy with; some one
they could call brother or sister, and instead of
feeling as though they stood alone—find them-
selves surrounded by companions known to
them before the change ocourred. The term
Heaven does not apply to a location, but to
spiritual and mental conditions, and they who
carry the most of these conditions with them
are prepared to enjoy the greater happiness by
finding that all through the journey below,
they were laying up treasures in heaven.

The term brotherhood implies a union of all
kindred spirits. In earth life society is divided
into numerous castes or cliques; moral worth is
not always considered essential to fellowship;
rank and position often take the place of real
worth, but in spirit life this law is reversed, an
undeveloped spirit cannot intrude its presence
upon those of higher attainments unless per-
mitted to do so, which is sometimes allowed
for educational purposes. Such epirits as
Theodore Parker, W. E. Channing, and others
of like mind would be out of place if compelled
to associate with their inferiors; a continual
life to them limited by legal restraints would
be anything but heavenly to them, and yet

.these great teachers find soul enjoyment in
minstering to those less favored than them-
“selves.

All progressive teachers find in spirit life
full exercises for all their faculties in teaching
iguorant spirits the way to become wise. Our
public gervices are marvelous in their scope and

influence, it is not alone to mortals that we are
called upon to labor. The population of the
spirit world far out number the inhabitants of
earth and they are not all saints either. We
find all grades of intellect here, some vicious
and revengeful, others more teachable and
willing to be edncated. Some rove around
among the dens of infamy that disgrace civiliza-
tion, others seek only the “good, the beautitul
and true.” Bpirit bands controlling media find
it difficult at times to restrain the lower strata
of spirits from assuming control and giving as
their experiences what would change the whole
order of society, and turn into chaos and mor-
al death all that now bind mankind in bonds
of fraternal fellowship.

In the early days of modern spiritualism,
whatever was given through media was regard-
ed asaushoritative,and great evil was the result;
which has not yet been obliterated, though it
is rapidly being supplanted by a higher order
of instruction. Men and women under the in-
fluence of a class of undeveloped spirite were
made to do what in their more rational mo-
ments they would have discountenanced.
Bcarcely two could be found who wonld con-
sent to work in harmony with each other. But
with an increased knowledge of the laws of
control, things are changing, and order and
harmony are taking the place of discord and
strife; these gratifying results are from the
combined efforts ot spirits in the body as well
as spirits in spirit life, a better understanding
exists, better measures are being adopted,
carrying all things forward to a grand ulti-
mate.

It must be apparent that the closer the two
spheres of life are brought in unieon with each
other,-_the greater amount of good can be
effected; non essential differences of opinions
are being set aside, reason is taking the place
of “thus saith the Lord.” Men and women
are passing to spirit life with  full conscious-
ness that they are going to meet those who
have preceded them without any intervening
space or time; being released from one condi-
tion, they are born into another state of exis-
tence, to move forward in the enjoyment of all
that was theirs to enjoy before the change took
place. There need be no fear of a fature judg-
ment; rather fear a present condemning con-
science. The brotherhood of man is a type of
that spiritual brotherhood and fraternal love
and barmony which exists between spirits. May
its influence continue until the whole human
family may become as one, honoring and re-
specting each and every one for their moral
worth and spiritual attainments.

DorLraUS SKINNER.

THE RELIGIOUS WORLD.

A respected gentleman of Hartford, who is
pleased to think quite kindly of our humble
labors in this colamn of 7%e Courant, wonders
why we do strike at certain evils or fanlts of
the management of ecolesiastical affairs in our
own oity, and give Joseph Cook a rest. He
sets forth in lively manner and with much in-
dignation how revivalists and their services
have been pushed and puffed and advertised in
the papers, and what false impressions of their
work have been made by laudatory notices and

descriptions. He calls atteution to the unwor-
thy advertisements ol churches, the “ludicrous
if not painful” character of some of their mu-
sical announcements, which are personally pre-
tentious and remind him of concert posters.

We preter to indicate, as we have done, the
drift and t nor of this criticisrm, without print-
ing 1t in full. While we confess to consider-
able aympathy with these views, it is doubtless
true that our friend is needlessly excited on the
subject. He does not appreciate the ephemeral
nature of newspaper “putfery” wmost of whioh
is written for the newspapers by interesied
parties outside. The puffers and puffees are
usually identical.

Experience has made us shy of such hot wa-
ter as our friend would have us plunge into.
And it may be well to remind himn and all who
agree with him, that such faults as he speocifies
are best treated and mended by neglect. They
thrive on attention. If the beatings of a drum
offend you, the best way to deal with the ot-
fense is, not to rnsh out and punch a hole in
the drum or swear at the draummer, but to wait
patiently till the show pusees ou or the happy
drummer gets weary—why rob the drummer
of his pleasure?

These flaming uewspaper adverlisemonts,
whether of dry-goods, serimouns, or musi, are
commonly discounted at sight. They decerve
few people. The Rev. Terrible Soulshuker, is
an estemable gentlemun whose meteorio pas-
sage within our horizon excites a day’s mild
wonder, but the marvels of his doing, us pre-
pared for the paper by some coadjutor and ad-
mirer, are perused with more or less skepticism,
aod are not treasured in the memory. Dr)
Blow was an English organist and musician ot
happy fame but very unfortunate name, and
there exists, numerously 1n all times and
in all cities, enthusiastic musicians who seem
to emulate his name rather than his fame, and
who, like certain marine creatures, come to the
surface, periodically, to blow. But good Dr.
Blow did not exclusively occupy the world’s
attention for any great length of time, and his
successors may wisely be permitted to blow
themselves out and enjoy themselves in that
harmless occupation. Meanwhile the great
majority of sensible people will keep on in their
sober ways of modesty and peace, and the pru-
dent editor will give the hot waters of Hart-
ford a wide berth and go harpooning after
Brother Cook in the colder waters of Massa-
chusetts Bay.— Hartford Courant.

Joseph Cook squandera his strength when
he seeks to breathe a spark of life into the old
New England theology. Calvinism is deader
than a gravestone. Infant damnation, heathen
damnation, predestined damnation, with their
blue and ghastly exhalations, have lost their
spectral power. Mr. Cook is not serving his
day and generation by reinvoking the reign
of sulphur.— Syracuse Standard.

The Rev. Johu W, Satterfield was seen at
Brownsville, Pa., with an empty bottle pro-
truding from his pocket, and the whisky which
it contained was manifest in his staggering
gait. Such is the accusation that was made
by the deacous of his chureh, and his wite
charges that he frequently whips her.
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“BLASPHEMOUS LITERATURE”

I saw it mentioned in Zondon News, under
March 5th that “The Society for the Suppress-
ion of Blasphemous Literature, propose to get
up cases against Professor Huxley and Tyn-
dall, Herbert Spencer, the publisher of John
Stuart Mill’s works,Mr. John Morley,and others,
_ who by their writings have sown widespread
unbelief, and in some oases rank atheism.”

This should be interesting to all scientists,
philosophers and liberal thinkers. It might be
well for our English neighbors to send for Mr.
Comstock, just to give them a safe start in the
business. This gentleman’s olfactory nerves,
must have become very sharp from much ex-
perience, and he might be able to smell moral
prutrescence, where one of less experience
might scent nothing worse than ottar of roses
or jockey club. Of course we should be sorry
to spare him, but possibly we could get along
for a few weeks during his absence. Should
he go, it is to be hoped there will be plenty of
boats tv pick him up, if by any accident he
should fall into thesea. We can’t afford to
feed sharks on food, so near the celestial in
quality, I say this with all due respect to that
delectable gentleman, for in his field of servioce,
in many respects he has done well—doubtless
sent many an author up “Salt River” and their
books deserved no better fate than to be sent
to the bow-wows.

If it is the English Church that is moving in
this matter of “Blasphemons Literature,” It
may be an opportane time to do something
that will stand out boldly, and shed a halo ot
glory over the pages of history. If some of
the English Bishops would take hold of the
matter in a way to get Huxley, Tyndall and
Spencer cremated, it would be very interesting
reading in centuries to come. It would give
these soientists great distinction through many
ages, The Bishops would be entitled to special
notice by historians, and they might be as re-
spedtfully remembered as John Calvin for the
part be took in burning Servetus. While the
learned Bishops were superintending the mar-
tyrdom, they might have a pleasant time in
fixing up the wood around the uoble heretics,
they onuld hold sweet converse about the ten
der mercies of God to the Church faithful, and
if the day was cool they might warm their
coat-tails by the fire, while the cremation was
proceeding.

These distinguished scientists, at first blush,
might not think favorable of this mode of de-
.parture; but a little reflection would bring the
fact to their minds that they have only a dra-
pers remnant of life remaining and perhaps
no better use could be made of the balance,
then to place themselves in line with Hypatia,
Socrates, Bruno and Servetus. Their names
would then be glorified in all colleges of learn-
ing, and live in the memory of all persons ac-
quainted with history. These men are under-
stood to hold that all the immortality anyone
oan haveis the memory of their deeds, in the
minds of those who live after them, and the
experience of the past shows that martyrdom
is the surest way to keep the memory of the
great, green as early summer.

- Churchmen, may for the present set men of
science down as guilty of blaspbemy, but the
time is coming when public opinion will give

Chutchmen their place in the criminals box, as
the most blasphemous of all. No unbeliever
ever dreams of attributing to the Supreme
Rauler, such an atrocious character as charch-
men do. To honestly disbelieve in the exist-
enceof a personal Divinity, would seem a mere
bagatelle in crime, compared to believing that
such a being exists, and then proceed to charge
him with many crimes that would be a deep
disgrace to any honorable human being. If
we are to believe the Record, touching the con-
duct of that Omnipotent Power, which the
churchmen assume to be true, then this per-
sonal Divinity gave to the Jews a special form
of government under which they could not con-
tinue to exist as & nation. Jurists and states-
men of to-day, readily point out the fatal de-
fects in that system of governmeat. Human
slavery was a part of that system, which was
proved to be the concentrated sum of all vil-
liany, and a dry rot to every uation that has
indulged in such flagrant injustice to humanity.
This Bible God is set down as saying to the
Jews, (Deut. 20 : 16, 17.) “But of the cities of
these people, which the Lord thy God doth
give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save
alive nothing that breatheth; but thou shalt
utterly destroy them, namely, the Hittites, and
the Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Periz-
zites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the
Lord thy God hath commanded thee.” It ap-
pears that Saul, in destroying the Amalekites,
put to death everything bat some oxen, sheep,
fatlings, lambs and Agag the king, bat this so
displeased the Lord, that Samuel found it nee-
essary to hew Agag to pieces. The utter ma-
lignity of spirit charged to this Church Deity,
will be seenin 1 Kings, 20 chap. 42 verse: “And
he said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, because
thou hast let go out of thy hand a man whom
I appointed to utter destruction—therefore thy
life shall go fqr his life, and thy people for his
people.” In Deut. 32 : 22 to 25, we find this
language : “For a fire is kindled in mine an-
ger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and
shall consume the earth with her increase, and
set on fire the foundations of the mountains.
I will heap mischiefs apon them; I will spend
mine arrows upon them ; they shail be burnt
with hunger, and devoured with burning heat,
and with bitter destruction. I will also send
the teeth of beasts upon them, with the poi-
son of the serpents of the dust. The sword,
and terror within, shall de-troy both the young
man and the virgin, the suckling also with the
man of gray hairs.” It seems absurd to at-
tribute such sentiments to the loving Father
that Jesus speaks of, or to be great Over Soul
before whom we reverently worship. But the
26 and 27 verses indicate quite plainly that it
is not the God of the universe who speaks.
The writer thus modifies these threatenings :
“I said I would scatter them into corners, 1
would make the rememberance of them to
cease from among men ; were it not that I
feared the wrath of the enemy, lest their ad-
versaries should behave themselves sirangely,
and lest they should say, our hand is high, and
the Lord hath not done this.” We would not
expeot the Omnipotent Ruler of all worlds to
take counsel of his fears in this way. The lan-
guage is evidently that of a half barbarian,
unregenerate Jew, giving vent to his rage. If

the Jewish Jehovah had power to make the
waters of the Red Sea as wall on the right
band and the left, giving dry land for the en.
tire host of the Jews to pass over in safety,
and then turo the waters back just in time to
drown the whole Egyptian army ; if He had
power to cause the sun and mooan to stand still
in their course; if he could destroy more men
in battle with hailstones from heaven, than the
whole army of I[srael slew with the sword,
then He bad nothing to fear in amry battle with
buman bewgs. Every careful reader of the
Bible must know, that the book abounds with
statements which compromise the ]ust.lce. the
goodness, love and merey of the All Father.
No Christian has been known to paint the fab-
ulous Satan in as dark colors, as the Scriptures
paint the Jewish Jehovah. And the Churches
tell us that this description of His Serene high-
ness, is infallibly correct. I would not censure
any man tor believing in an ever present, all-
pervading Intelhgent Power, but when he at-
temnpts to form perceptions of that Universal
Intelligence, I would have him send forth_ his
imagination into depth, breadtb, and hrqht..
until his thoughts weary and linger in the
flight. Having reached the noblest perception
he possibly ean, I would ask him to multiply
that ten million times, and even then, his ideal
Divinity would be too small. To my mind,
Reems no part ot wnsdom, for Christendom to
attempt to force to force upon the present age,
these false perceptions of Deity, which were
born in an age of semi-barbarism, darkness and
ignorance. The Heathens, held their gods to
be a sacred reaiity, and put to death some of
the noblest of men, who failed to believe in
these gods, and now no one believes in them.
The time will surely come, when the character
attributed by the Churches to the Supreme
Ruler of the universe, will be among the things
that were, but are no more forever.

W. C. W.

For the OLIV: BRANBH.
OUR COUSINS ON 7HE LOWER
PLANE, '

Most of the heavenly Ambassadors, dwelling
in earthly tents, greatly dislike the idea, that
they have come up from protoplasm by the
way of the monkey and chimpanzee. The
world renowned scientists, and clergymen with
large heads, well filled, do not blush to admit
this evolutionary mode of upward climbing;
but the narrow-brim clergyman is likely to see
something exceedingly degrading in such a
proceeding. He don’t mind admitting that
snakes were much in advance of Adam and
Eve in general intellgience, while the nude

pair remained in their primitive state of loveli-_
ness. The serpent knew the qualivy of apples,.-
but the young tenants of the garden did not.
Animals knew that they needed neither blue,

or butternut colored jean for clothing, but the
full grown pair did not know that. Theéy must
have been as iunocent of knowledge as new-
born babes, which they were, only born about
six feet high, This fabulous garden story has
a wonderful charm for most palpit orators, It
was among their early Sunday school lessons,
and the old affection for itis so strong. They
yery naturally couclude, that if this precious
bit of mythology is abandoned, they may next
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be called upon to doubt whether two she bears
ever required forty two children for breakfast;
whether Jouah ever took up several days lodg-
ing in & whale’s belly—smokes his pipe there,
or left one of his boots, marked with the letter
J. Yes, throwing away one beautifal myth
after another they might be expected to ques-
tion, whether untold millions of quails were
blown upfrom the sea, as food Tor the children
of Israel; whether manna rained down from
the heavens, or that during forty years in the
wilderness the clothing of the Israelites did not
wax old—never needing a round or square
patch all that time. When one begins to lay
aside old traditions, it is difficult to tell where
the stopping point may be. They may depart
like a flock of pigeons from a tree, now one,
then two, three, four, and then the balance of
the flock.

However much we may despise the animal
kingdom below us, we hold our attributes in
common with them, and in many respects they
are our superiors, that is, they hold imporant
attributes in greater perfeotion than we do.
Their olfactory powers are very sharp, so much
8o that some dogs detect shades of moral char-
acter. A friend of mine had a dog that he
kept in his store. “This ammal could readily
smell out a thief, and watch him close, and when
some persons came to the store to do business,
it was necessary to protect them against the
the dog; but my friend assured me that such
persons were always those whom he knew to
be of a very dubious moral character. I once
owned a very sagacious dog that I kept in a
backyard, next to an open common, where
people trequently passed. The fence was high
and so tight that the dog could see nothing
through, or over it; yet when low, slovenly
kind of persons went by he would rage as
though he were in high temper, but when per-
sous passed that I knew to be respectable citi-
zens, the dog kept still. When I was absent
from home and there was ringing of the door-
bell in the evening, and the dog objected to
my wife going to the door, except he stood
guard in front of her, she always found it to be
some per on she ought not to let intothe house.
Last year I had two dogs, one large and one
small,—the small one was very watchful, the
large one was not over watchful until the small
dog died; since that the large one evidently
considers the entire responsibility of keeping
guard, as resting on him, and his watchfulness
has fully doubled, and he seems in all respects
more sprightly and active. In the matter of
eye sight animals have an advantage over us,
they can see when we cannot, this in some in-
stances comes from the pupil of the eye being
. large, but many of them must be naturally
clairvoyant. Some dogs set down two or three
. 'hundred miles from home, with all pains taken

to keep them blinded, yet in two or three days
they were back home, though having rivers to
swim. .
The Southern mule can be let loose almost
any distance from home, and he will take a di-
- rect line on his return, going aside only for
obstractions, and coming back to the strait
- line, Pussy may be closely bagged and set
. down many miles from home, but she will be
shortly back to her old haunts. The carrier
pigeon, oaged and transported several hundred

miles from home, when set at liberty, rises np
ts some considerable hight, takes a circling
sweep round in the air, and selects a strait line
for home. The evidence that this bird does
not, in its passage, depart mach from a direct
line, may be found in the faot, that its average
flight is not far from oune mile per minute.

The honey-bee from 1ts dance among flowers,
rises up and takes a “bee-line” for home—if its
way lies throngh forests, it turns aside for
trees, but resumes the straitline. Persons who
loose their eye-sight, sometimes becomes na-
tural clairvoyants. Some spiritunalists suppose
that clairvoyance is always a spiritual gift;
doubtless it may be and often is induced
through spirit agency, but when that is the
oase, it will not be likely to continue longer
than spirit power i8 exerted for that purpose;
but the nataral olairvoyant may be so at all
times, without the aid of spirits.

Paul evidently understood thisto be num-
bered among the spiritual gifts; but Balaam’s
ass possessed this power of clear seeing. So-
journer Truth, during the late civil war, very
nicely flowered a clergyman who attended an
Abolition meeting in Philadelphia. The cler
gyman told the andience that it was the first
meeting of the kind he had ever attended, and
it would be the last, for he considered those
engaged in carrying on such meetings Jack-
asses] Sojourner rose up in her mild way and
simply remarked, that it was the ass that saw
an angel, not Balaam. That laid out the cler-
gyman more thoroughly than an hoar long
speech, and that too, by one of the race whom
the preacher would like to have kept in slavery.

There are many cases on record in which
both dogs and horses,have clearly indicated that
that they saw a spirit or spirite. When the
wind is favorable, horses and doge can scent
out a dangerous wild animal ata distance of
two miles; while a panther may be crouched
within five feet of us, and we not know it. In
speed most animals are our superiors; and
many of them, when sick, instinctively know
the best thing to do, while it can hardly be
said that human beings have any intuition ou
the subject. Many persons might gather les-
sons of wisdom in providing for the future,
from the bee and from the squirrel, while
meochanical genius i3 not unirequently display-
ed by some of the animal kingdom. Drive a
horse on a journey of one hundred miles, and
a year after he will more correctly remember
the turns in the road than his driver. The
birds are mueicians without the expense of a
teacher, and while we are obliged to plod along
on the dusty highways of life, the bird soars
away in the air, sweetly singing as it rises to-
wards the heavens. The faithful dog some
times lies down on his master’s grave and dies
with grief, while the widow, in a few weeks,
dries the salt from her eyes, and looks around
prospectively. In personal beaunty the elegant
horse and the bird go beyond us. Need we
then be so very much ashamed of our cousins?
As a general rale they behave themselves bet-
ter than their proud relations on the higher

lane. They are not addicted to opium, to-

acco, tanglefoot whisky, or any of the demor-
alizing vices which disgrace humanity. They
do not depart from the rules of conduct which
Infinite wisdom has granted them, while man
with his boasted saperiority to gnide him, goes
staggering on through life, getting along so
badly, that according to our orthodox friends,
every passing hour of time sends out of this
world from two tothree thousand ruined souls
to a country so tropical in climate, that brown
linen, the most delicate in texture, would be to
warm for clothing. W. CaugcH.

THE MINISTER'S DAUGHTER.
In the minister’s morning sermon
He had told of the primal fall,
And how henceforth the wrath of God
Rested on each and all.
And how, of His will and pleasure,
* All souls, save a chosen few
Were doomed to the quenchless burning,
And held in the way thereto.
Yet never by faith’s unreason
A saintier soul was tried,
And never the harsh old lesson
A tenderer heart belied.
And, after the painful service
On that pleasant Sabbath dsy,
He walked with his little daughter
Thro’ the app'e bloom of May,
Sweet in the fresh green meadows
Sparrow and blackbird sung;
Above him their tinted petals
The blossoming orchards hung.
Around on the wonderful glory
The minister looked «nd smiled;
“How good is the Lord who gives us
These gifts from his hand, my child!
“Behold in the bloom of apples
And the violets in the sward
A hint of the old, lost beauty
Of the Garden of the Lord!”

Then up spake the little maiden,
Treading on snow and pink :

“O Father! these preity blostoirs
Are very wicked, I thiuk.

““Had there been no garden « f Eden
There never had becn a f 11;

And if never a tree had b ossomed
God would have loved us all.”

“Hush, child!” the father answered,
“By his decree man fell;

His ways are in clouds and darkness,
But he doeth all things well.”

“And whether by his ordaining
To us cometh good orill, =

Joy or paw. or light or shadow,
We must fear and love him still.”

“Oh, I fear Him!” said the daughter,
““And I try to love him too;

But I wish he was good ar.d gentle,
Kind and loving as you.”

The minister groancd in spirit
As the tremulous lips of pain,

And wide, wet eyes uplifted
Questioned his own i vain.

Bowing his head he pondered
The words of the little one;

Had he erred in his life-long teaching ?
Had he wrong to his Master done ?

To what grim and dreadful idol
Had be lent the holiest name ?

Did his own heart, loving and human,
The God of his worship shame ?

And lo! from the bloom and greenuess,
From the tender akies above,

Aud the face of his little daughter
He read a lesson of love.

No more as the cloudy terror \
Of Sinai's mount of law,

But as Christ in the Syrian lillies
The vision of God he saw,

And a8 when in the clefts of Horeb,
Of old was His presence known,

The dread Ineffable glory
Was Infinite goodness alone.

Thereafter his hearers noted
In his prayers a tenderer strain,

And never the gospel of hatred
Burned on his lips again.

And the scoffing tongue was prayerful
And the blinded cyes found sight,

And hearts as flint aforetime,

Grew soft in his warmth and light.
—John G. Whittier.
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RELIGIOUS OR CHURCH MONO-
POLY.

Within the last few years parties have been
organized whose objects and aims are, the des-
truction of all industrial corporations, and the
accumulated wealth of such corporations or
individuals, distributed pro rata among the
laboring classes, whether such laboring classes
had in any way contributed to the accumula-
ted capital of such institutes or individuals or
not. We hear the ery down with monopolies.
It is vot for us to champion any cause when
only material interests are concerned, it is our
daty to champion the cause of the over-ridden
spiritually poor.  Material affairs regulate
themselves; the rich man of our age is not
nececessarily the prince of merchants for all
suceeeding ages; riches often take wings and
fly away, and are gathered up by those classed
u8 the poor of communities. But we hear very
little said by the poor layman in opposition

"to the men or organizations who claim the

right to decide for them, what they shall be-
lieve in religious matters, or whether they «hall
believe at all or not.  One man may by lawful
or unlawful means amass a colossal fortune,
sud yet be regarded as a very consistent Chris-
tian, and his religious pretensions will serve as
a shield to protect him against the accusations
of those who feel that they have been robbed
of their honest earnings; but these same parties
will suffer themselves to be lea from childhood
to old age by men and organizations, and never
feel that they have been imposed upon in the
least, proving that as a riile men are more con-
cerned about their temporal affairs than they
are about their spiritual prosperity.

From the earliest date the Church has as-
sumed coutrol of man’s spiritual education.
Men thought as the Church thought, they be-
lieved what the Church told them to believe,
and they fought her battles whenever called
upon to do so; and yet they never seem to
realize that they are simply slaves, doing the
bidding of men as nnscrupulous in their respec-
tive stations as any monopolist who walks the
earth. It has become a matter of some moment
to determine what will be the outcome of the
present war being waged against capital; but
we see no prospect for any relief from the so-
called material evil, so long as men are satisfied
to remain under the domain of ecclesiastical
councils or religious monopolies. A man to

" be a free citizen must be mentallv free, but so
long as they are content to be bound by one
class of men, they must expect to be ruled over
by other men or bodies of men. He can only
say he is a free man who respects his own right.
No man can be a slave to one j arty, and feel
free in other departments; mankind are so or-
ganized that they must move as a unit or they
cannot move at all

The cry of the antimonopolist is against the
accumulation of vast weaith by mem or organi-
zations, They say the manufacturer orthe mer-
chant has aright toonly a fajr compensation for
their labor; but there are members of religious
organizations, who hold their billions of prop
erty that is non-producing but is in fact a
heavy tax upon the producing olasses, yet
utter no protest. The monopolist cannot refuse
to pay his portion of state and manicipal
takes, but the Church claims exemption on the

ground that she more than coutributes her
share in educating the people in religious vir-
tues, and the anti-monopolist never raises an
objection, but rather sanctions the claim; it
not openly, then by continuing and contribu-
ting to its support. We see no consistency in
the two positions when placed side by side; if
monopolies are wrong and detrimental to the
welfare of communities in one case, are they
not equally detrimental in both cases.

Spiritualism is the poor man’s religion as well
a8 the rich man’s; it is the foe of caste and
creed, its principles tend to individualization
of man as a unit, not to the gathering together
in one body the masses, and offering to one
and all, and demanding that they accept,
whether what is presented is applicable to -
dividual cases or not. A clergyman made the
remark in our hearing a short time ago, like
this: “youn spiritualists set yourselves up in
opposition to the councils of the Church, that
is each individual considers him or herselt
qualified to determine for themselves what is
God’s word and what is not.” Could we have
answered him we should have said, *“Brother,
you comprehend correctly so much of the
spiritual philosophy,” and our reason for so
answering would have been, that every thing
1o the natural order of things tends to individ-
ualization, The tree is a perfect tree of itself,the
horse is a horse, and you cannot make anything
else out of him. KEverything in the realm of
nature is a unit, and is complete in itself, the
world is a complete world, though it may sus-
tain & certain relationship to other worlds, but
1 no instance can the existence of one world
be monopolized over by any other world. Man
is a unit, and has his individual rights, that no
one can usurp or tiample upon without taking
from him what nature has given him.

There are men who claim that man is a re-
ligious being only so faras his education makes
him such. This is 8 mistake. All men are natur-
ally inclined to lead a religious life in some
form orother. There may be a few exceptions
but when you read the secret thoughts of man-
kind you will find a vein of spirituality in
them, which if cultivated would in all proba-
bility make them useful citizens; but 8o long
a8 they retain the idea that “Jesus has paid it
all,” ‘they will continue on in the reprobate
course, trusting to Jesus to save them. This
is the Church idea. They send the whole human
family to heaven or hell in bulk, their system
of education is the masses rather than the in-
dividual, and here is where the conflict arses
between spiritualists and churchmen; it is the
Church monopolizing heaven, earth and hell.
Human souls are their stock in trade, and they
are held sa the monopolist holds his bonds; the
individual has neither choice nor voice in the
matter, which we consider a very dangerods
position for any one to assume,

If man was not naturally spiritually inclined
all the education the world has would not
change him. You may educate a man to the
legal profession, or to the ministry, or as a
business man, you appeal only to his love for
worldly pursuits, and the compatenay such
pursuits will bring him; he may be strictly
moral, and yet not have any spiritual aspira-
tions, or if he has been educated in the lines
we have alluded to, they will not ¢all out his

interior soul powers. The education of man-
kind to be useful must be general, every fac-
ulty possessed by him must be brought into
active use, if when a perplexing question is
asked by some plausible individual, it should
be answered if an answer can be given; it is
folly to say to him, an ancient council of Bis-
hops decided that matter long ago, and their
authority must not be questioned. The teachers
from the spirit world recognize neither Pope
por council, but the individual man. Heaven
if it be peopled at all, will be by individuals
and not by masses thrown together irrespective
of education or bias.

We hear much said in relation to political
leaders or as they are termed bosses, men who
override individuai preferment, but the time has
come when such men are being regarded as
dangerous to the welfare of nations, but how
is it with your ministerial bosses? Do they
not erack their partizan whips over the heads
of their laymen, and say to them, “thus far
and no farther.” And yet the anti-monopolist
seems never to even dream that he is being
made a tool of, a human stepping stone
which some other person expects to mount to
heaven upon. Because power and authority
was usurped years ago, 18-no reason why such
authority should be continued; if man yielded
when he was 1aentally disqualified to resist it, is
no reason why he should, after having dttained
to the estate of manhood, continue to act the
part of a slave,

A great many assert that Spiritualism grants
too much freedom to theindividual. We answer
it does not, and if it were not right it would
not be. Spiritualism is a natural growth, and
every thing that rightly belongs to it mentally
or in its phenomenal phases is natural, and
and the world can no more stay its progress
than they can the revolutions of the earth.
Every retormation from first to last has been
the legitimate outgrowth of law and order.
Men are carried forward despite themselves,
and yet the individuality of no one is infringed
upon; for man is a part of the great whole,
and is that part through which law and order
is presented to the world in a tangible form.

Spiritualism recognizes neither caste nor
creed, but appeals to man as a unit. No one
can so effectually monopolize the reasoning
powers of an individual as the person himself,
and it remains with the individual to say what
he or she will be. No one can trample upon
the rights of another in religious matters unless
there is a yielding of the man to the person
seeking to use and control them. The charge
brought against Spiritaalism is,that it advocates
individual rights as against the established
religions of past ages; to which we answer, the
Church having failed to do what she claimed
to be able to do, is no longer entitled to the
confidence of the people. She monopolizes your
prisons and penitentiaries, her scholars can be
found wherever public plunder is to be had,
she professes to teach temperance in all things,
and yet is not temperate in her use of language
when denouncing a neighbor who may differ
upon religious matters, heaven is closed and
hell opened by clerical counsel; men are saved
or lost according to some Papal order or-decree
of council, and yet we are told there is no such
thing as religious monopoly.
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There never was a disease natural to man-
kind but what nature had a remedy for it.
Men have become diseased by too much yield-
ing of self to the diotates of others, and the
only remedy for that is a return to self con-
sciousness of individual powers and abilities to
do and be something more than a slave; men
may become religiously diseased, tanatical, in-
sane, hypocritical, envious, bigoted, supersti-
tious, evil inclined, quarrelsome and a great
many other diseases, and there is no remedy
for any of these only to go back to when first
attacked, and try and become men and women.
As the case stands to-day every theological
student considers himse.f duly commissioned 1o
act as conductor of one or moreof these heaven
bound trains; they monopolize the whole busi-
ness ; spiritualists have no special right they
feel bound to respect; and yet all this assump-
tion of power can be traced back to the times
when man was neither qualified to act for him-
self, nor to establish customs binding upon
future generations,

The gen leman before referred to in thi-
communication in conversation with the 1nstru-
ment we are using stated, that the principle
object of spiritualism as he saw it was to coun
teract the tendency and influence of material-
ism, but said he, they do not present any thing
new. The Church has always held to the doe-
trine of the communion of Saints. All that
spiritualists claim to have, the Church has had
in her pigeon holes, to be used when occasion
required. But if the statement be true, has
the Church not keot these matters hid away so
long that she has lost the art of applying them.
Of what value 18 it to profess a beliet in the
communion ot Saints and ridicule the idea of
any but such as are on the Church calendar
being permitted to communicate? Who is to
determine who are saints ? Are we to leave it
to a council of Bishops, a Pope, or some ecclesi-
astial body ?  Are sgints made such by rate,
or are we to take their life record and determine
their proper place in the calendar. Here again
we see the effects of Church monopoly. All
noted saints are of Church manufacture. Bat
are there none outside of this favored circle ¥
W hat shall be done with those who have been
publicly prominent in the spiritual movement
from the first tap at Hydesville down to the
present time ? Are any of them in the list of
canonized life? No. Arethey not in a major-
ity of instances spirits who when in earth life
bad to toil for their daily bread? Some were
in the ministry, bat they were like others, poor
in worldly wealth; but the Church does not
admit that such as these can return again. The
Lord would not permit it. Well, friends, in
8o far as the Lord has any special supervision
over this matter, the truth is, every one.can
act their own pleasure. There are no monop-
olies, no Popes, no ecclesiastical councils in
spirit life, and no one to say “go and suffer the
wrath of God.” All such assumptions of anthor-
ity are purely of mundane origin, and pass out
of existence with the death of the body, only
so far as their actions have been interwoven
into cononiocal laws and decrees.

It is well for humanity that men do not have
supreme oontrol over the spiritual development
of the race. If such authority were granted
to them, the world would be a scene of conflict,

for men are co organized that they can oniy
be trampled upon to a certain extent, and
confidence ceases to be a virtue when once it
is abused. The tendancy of the age is to an
increased hberality in all things which pertain
to man’s spiritual welfare. All obstacles in
the way of progress must be removed. FPublic
sentiment will remove mavy of them, but there
are others that must be met and vanquished.
The right must triumph no matter how ser-
iously the thoughts and prejudicies of men may
have to suffer. In this conflict the wrong must
be done away with. Organized resistance can
only stay the movement temporarily. Church
monopolies have had their day. The time has
come when man as a unit muet face this
foe and under the banner of individuality as-
sert his rights and maintain his principles.
The frequent scisms in the Church prove which
way the tide is setting. Ministers of the gos-
pel are becoming more bold in their utterances.
They manifest less’ fear of Church councils
than they were accustomed to. Being called
a heretic does not deter some oi them from
proclaiming publicly their doubts in regard to
plenary inspiration of the Bible. Every such
departure from the cfvstalized customs of pasi
ages proves, that gpiritnaliem iz doing its work;
but what is potent to-day is but a prelude of
what will be- in the near future. The power
of spirit once felt cannot be stayed. Its pian
of operation are unknown to mankind. Men
may build walls, and say, “now let these un-
seen forces attempt to change our works;” but
it is impossible for any man, no matter how
sRilled in the science of engiueering, to erect a
barrier so as to exclude the influence of the
spirit world.

Individualism is the dethronement of Church
monopolies, and the struggle in future will be
between organized bodies and the individual,
but as all bodies are composed of many mem
bers distrust in individual cases will weaken
the power of corporate bodies, and soon they
must disintegrate and pass away. But what
ig 1o become of the masses, when once they out
loose from their present religious archorage?
Will they forget they are men and women?
Will they forget that there are law giving so-
cieties? Will they become less spiritually
inclined ? Will the whole world lapse into
iofidelity and barbarism? 'To make such
charges as these is a libel on the iitelligence
ot the aye, take for example the non-aftihated
classes. Are they not equally as law abiding
as the Church communicant? Are they not
equally worthy of public trast? In what re-
spect does the affiliated Church member excel
in virtues and goodness the unaffiiiated ? Men
should not suffer themselves to be hoodwinked,
but should stand firm on their own feet, and
leave the result for future years to deocide.
We are called to decide upon the merits and
wisdom of ages preceeding ourw, and futare
generations will pass judgment npon what we
doiog to-day. Every individual hfe will be-
ocome a chapter io the future history of this
world. Our canse seems weak at the prasent
time but you know not the influence every ear-
nest worker in the cause of epiritualism exerts
nor will yoa fully realize your real moral
worth until long after your earthly bodies shall
bave mouldered back to Mother earth again,

You may not all of vou fiud your names en-
graved in marbl(, vou may not all be classed
in the catalogue of :aints, but ail will have that
intense consciousuess ot having honestly and
truly performed their duty.

Spiritualists in this age are sailing in com-
paratively smooth waters. There is but one
thing to guard against, and that is the sophistries
of the Cburch. If you must have a Chwich
organization, call together all who are willing
to enrol themselves under the epiritual banner,
prove to the world that when vital principles
are at stake, tlicy can be sustained and sup-
ported without creed or ccclesiastical dogma;
but with an unyieclding confidence in the good
judgment of maukind go forth in the nught.
of right and you need have no tear ot rerults.

We would not be understood ax waging war
against the social interests of the Chuareh. It
is against Church monopoly we war. We are
o} pused to any power that robs men of ther
individual right to think and reason upon all
things which peitain to their future welfare.
Sectarianism ie the enemy of progress, When
men become anchored to one idea all hoyes tor
fulure attainmenuts are at an end. Thert 18 no
necessity for any one anchoring themselves;
the mind of man must be left {ree to roam the
universe at will, and gather from every mani-
festation rome 1evelation'of the divine. But
there i8 a marhcd difference between liberty
and hcense. While we advocate the broad-
est liberty, we denounce license to think
wrong or do wrong. Respeet every man’s
opinion that is based upon sound principles,.
but first investigite the principles and do not
hesitate to have your own privciples enticised
bvt ;prove by your daily hves that there is
something more to pure spiritnalism than idle
words and loud protestations.

T. Starr Kine.
— rbe——

FARADAY PAMPHLETS.

FOR SALE AT OUR OFFICE.

No. 1.—Tue RELATION OF TuE SPIRITUAL
To THE MATEIAL UNivirse; TRE Law oF
CoNTROL: I'wo papersgiven in the interest
of Spiritual Science, by Spirit Faraday, ot
England. Piice, 10 cents.

No. 2—O0&g16IN or Lirg; or Where Man Comes
From. The Evoluuon of the Spint from
Matter through Org wnic Processes; or How
the Spirit Body Grows, By Spirit Faraday.
Price, 10 cent~,

No. 3.-THEDEVKI.OPMENT OF THE SPIRIT AFTER
TRANSITION.—-THE ORIGIN OF RELIGIONs. By
Spirit Faraday. Piice, 10 cents,

No. 4—Tur Prockss< or MeNTAL ACTION, OR
How we Toixk. By Spirt M. Faraday.
Ready Feb. 1, 1882, Price, 15 cents,

Acnsa W, SPraGur’s aND Mary Crark’s Ex-
PERIENCES IN TBE Figst TEN SrHevks oF
Seirit LiFe.  Medium: Athaldine Santh,,
Oswego, N. Y. Price, 20 cents,

No. 2.—CoNTrasts IN SPIRIT LIFE; and Re-
cent Expericices of Samuel Bowles, late:
Edivor of the Springticld (Mas-.) Repudliean, .
in the First Five Spheres.  Also n thilling :
aoccount of the Prerident Gaifield’s reception-

_ in the Spirit World. Wntten through the
hand of Caine E. 8. Twing, Westtield, N.
Y. Price, 50 cents,

RoME Nor BrruiLenevm THE BirTH Prack oF
Jesus. by M. Faraday. Price, 10 veuts..
Jesus CHRIsT A FICTION FOUNDLED UPON THER:
Lire or ArouLronluvs or Tyana. Price 55
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PEN SKETCHES.

Dear OLive Breancu:—I have just closed
my second engagement here for the Lus Angeles
Spiritual Society, and although a new society
organized at my first meetings here last win-
ter, yet I am pleased to report that the
audiences continaed to be zealous and interested
until the close, and satisfactory to the few
steadfast friends and workers who showed
their interest in the success of my spiritaal
efforts by their ready attendance and personal
influence.

There is a shameful neglect on the part of
some professed spiritualists which very greatly
retards the growth and progress of spiritualism.
Assoon as the theological idea of a local heaven
and hell are exploded by spirit communion
many so-called spiritualists seem to consider
the work finished and they relinquish their
offorts in promulgating the truth, and settle
back in cold indifference and leave unsettled
those vital truths that lie at the foundation -of

the spiritual philesophy of life. There are dis-
tinetly but two classes in California, the stere-
otyped religion of the Christian Church and
cold materialism.

May the angels hasten the time when spirit-
ualism will mean more than a sign or a sensa-
tional wonder, when instead of seeking med-
iums for idle pastime and amusement, or for
the aggrandizement of self they may learn to
bend the ear in adoration to catch the tender
whisperings of love and sympathy borne back
to earth on the angel breath of mercy.

As I wrote you last describing some of the
interest points of this most beautiful semi-
tropical land, I can but add in parting a few
more incidents in my experiences which may
be of interest to your readers. .

The story of Los Angeles covers a century
and is a romance of daring adventures, love,
bloodshed and hate, a coustant struggle for
supremacy and ownership. No one would sus-
pect as he walks the cheerful streets of Los
Angeles now astir with the advance steps of
civilization, and ablaze at night with electric
light, the bold and lawless lifé of the earlier
decades, and the only suspicion of its existence
is what comes to you when you visit some
0| Spanish quarter wherein the mixed air of sad-
pess and hopeless revenge lingering about the
dark faces, that half asleep about the low door-
ways of the adoba huts, you read of the inevi-
table conquest civilization and' progress are
making over ignorance and superstition.

But to see Los Angeles one must go out of
it and drive through its lovely gardens and fra-
grant orange groves,

] was the guest of Brother Hall, at Pasea-
dins, some eight miles from town, a8 country
surpaseing in beauty anything I have ever seen
or my imagination ever dreamed of. The
whole ceuntry was a barren waste eight years
ago, but by irrigation it now blooms a perfecy
Paradise.  We ‘drove through lemon and
orange groves where the air was heavy with
the perfume of orange blossoms mingled with
the sweeter fragrance of an endless profusion
of roses, and commanding one of the most pic-
turesque views the mind can imagine. The
bare mountains that shut in the valley are now
covered with a velvety green oarpet while
some of the more loity peaks still wear the
white mantle of snow, and bathed in the sun-
hgkt they seem like angel sentinels guarding
the valley below.

We visited the San Gabriel Mission Church
erected 1 believe in the year 1780 at the time
Los Angeles was founded by order of the
Spanish Governor of California, then at San
Fraucisco. Tha first ocitizens were twelve in
number, two being natives of Spain, nine of
Sinoloa, Sonora and Lower California, and
whether the Californianlikes it or not, one was
a native of China,

It was at San Gabriel Mission that the Span-
ish bandits used to meet and divide their spoils
and plunder, and pay tithes enough to save
their souls from purgatory. We entered the
ancient doorway of this quaint old church
now grim with the finger marks of time, and
walked up its aisles that still echo the tread
of solemn worshipers of olden times and had

no difficulty in going back to the time when
this Church was thronged withSpanish grandees

and princely cavaliers who counted their herds
and acres by the ten thousand. Now these
lands are under the Saxouns control and the
whistle of the railway engine tells of the new
age of progress bearing through these old
Spanish acres the rich golden fruits of labor
and industry.

From Los Angeles I take up my pilgrim
staff for San Bernardino, a town not far from
here, where I am engaged the first two Sundays
of May and then proceed to San Diego, Cali-
fornia, for the two remaining Sundays of the
month. With fraternal love to all the dear
friends, I subscribe myself your worker.

BisHor A. BEeals.
Los Angeles.

-

SUNAPEE LAKE SPIRITUALISTS
CAMP-MEETING.

The Spiritualists of New Hampshire will
hold their sixth annual camp-meeting, at
Blodgett’s Landing, Newbury, N. H., com-
mencing Aug. 24th and closing Sept. 10th.
The grounds need no description, because they
are already so well known to nearly all the
leading spiritualists of New Eogland. Many
improvements will be made this season. Sev-
eral cottages have already been built this spring
and about twenty-five have been contracted for
to be in readiness for the opening of the camp-
meeting. A good orchestra and excellent
singers have already been secured.

The following speakers have been secured,
but dates have not been assigned to all as yet:
Mrs. Addie Stevens, Claremont, N. H.; Mrs.
Carrie Tryon, Nashua, N. H.; Mrs. E. J. Du-
rant, Lebanon, N. H.; Dr. C. H. Harding,
Salem, Mass.; Dr. H. B. Storer, Boston; Geo.
A. Fuller, Dover, Mass.; Capt. H. H. Brown,
Brooklyn, N. Y., Dr. J. P, Greenleaf, Salem,
Mass.; Joseph D, Stiles, Weymouth, Mass.;
Mrs. Emma PPaul, Morrisville, Vt., A. E. Stan-
ley, Leicester, Vt., also Mr, Edgar W. Emmer-
son, Test Medium of Manchester, N. H.

. The officers for 1883 are as follows: Geo. A.
Fuller, Dover, Mass,, President; Dr. H. B.
Storer, 29 Indiana Place, Boston, Mass, Secre-
tary; Dr. V. C. Brockway, Newbury, N. H,,
Treasurer; and Geo. W. Blodgett, Newbury,
N. H., Committee on Grounds.

Circulars will be issued about the middle of
June and may be obtained of any of the
officers. GEo. A. FULLER,
President.

————etll- ) G

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SPIR-
ITUALISTS AT STURGIS, MICH,
JUNE 15, 16 and 17.

The National Convention held at Detroit,
October, 1882, directed their Committee to call
a Conference in or near May, 1883, at sach
place as might be best.

That National Conference will be held at
Sturgis, Mich., June 15th to 17th, three days.
Societies of spiritualists in all parts of the
United States, or in Canada, are invited to
send delegates, and spiritualists are invited to
attend as individuals, The best method of
National organization will be discussed and
arranged, and of loocal societies and personal
effort for the sacred ocause ot Spiritualism.

The Yearly Meeting (always large and valua-
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ble) of the Sturgis Harmonial Association, will
be held at the same time and place, each adding
to the excellence of the other, The “Elliott
House” and other good hotels will take guests
at one dollar a day, and our friends will enter-
tain as many as possible. Sturgis is on the
Michigan Southern Railroad, and the Grand
Rapids and Indiana Railroad crosses it there,
giving easy acoess from all directions.
G. B. Steesins, for the Committee.

DEDICATED TO MRS. EDWIN
WILCOX.

Again a sorrow has clouded our home, and

-our hearts are sad and Jonely for baby 18 gone,
~Oh! our darling, our wee pet lamb, where art
‘thou? They placed your little form in a oasket
.and the cold grave has hid you away from our
sight. The little playthings, the tiny dress
-and baby shoes, all, all have been tenderly,
reverently laid aside. The crib is empty, and
thy carriage waits idlv at the door. No more
thy dimpled band stretches forth to greet our
.coming, or.thy baby mouth give back the kis-.
Oh, we miss thee ,sweet flower of our hearts,
but the Angels, wanted you,and you had a
baby brother twaiting for you up there. Many
winters the snow has covered that little mound
where thy baby brother too, was laid, but its
«coldness has not shut out from our hearts the
tender memories of that little one gone before.
Thy mission on earth was short, thoa wert only
a little bud, a tiny plant, given us to cherish
for 8o short a season, and then be transplanted
to grow and blossom in the summer land. We
ghall miss you. Oh; how long, but may the
thought that no earthly sin can ever tarnish
thy pure soul, comfort our sad hearts. Louie,
our baby, our sweet wee lamb, farewell.

Mgs. W, S. Moore.
Stony Fork, Pa.

LAKE CHAMPLAIN SPIRITUAL
CAMP-MEETING.

Queen City Park is situated in the town of
South Barlington, Vt., about two miles from
the oty of Burlington, on Shelburne Bay, an
arm of Lake Champlain. Nature has done
much toward making these grounds suitable
for camping purposes, and art also has assisted
in beautifying this grove. The scenery is un-
excelled in New Eongland. Several cottages
have already been erected, and others are in
process of erection. Last season was experi-
mental in every sense of the word, all our
efforts culminated in a grand success. Arrang-
ments are being consumated for a very large
gathering this season. The meeting will com-
mence August 18th and close September 15th,
A fine orchestra has been secured for the dano-
ing assemblies; also an excellent choir for the
meetings.

The following list of speakers have been en-
gaged: Aug. 16, Mrs, Fannie Davis Smith,
Brandon, Vt.; 17, Geo. A. Faller, Dover, Mass.;
18, Dr. H. B. Storer, Boston, Mass.; 19, Geo.
A. Fuller, and Dr. H. B. Storer ; 20, Mrs. Geo.

- Pratt, Braintree, Vt.; 21, Dr. H. B. Storer;
22, Geo. A. Fuller; 28, A. E. Stanley, Leices-
ter, Vt., and Mrs, Fannie Davis Smith; 24,
Mrs. Abbie Crossett, Waterbury, Vt. and
Mrs. M. E. B. Albertson, Boston, Mass.; 25,

Capt. H. H. Brown, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 26, Capt.
H. H. Brown and A. E. Stanley; 27, Mrs. M.,
E. B. Albertson; 28, Joseph D. Stiles, Wey-
mouth, Mass; 29, Mrs. Sarah A. Wiley, Rock-
ingham, Vt.; 30, Capt. H, H. Brown and Mrs.
Emma Paul, Morrisville, Vt.; 31, Jennie B.
Hagan, South Royalton, Vt., and Mrs. M. E
B. Albertson; Sept. 1, Joseph D. Stiles; 2,
Cephas B. Lynn, Mrs. Emma Paul, and poems
by Miss Jennie B. Hagan; 4, Miss Jenme B.
Hagan and A. E. Stanley; 5, Mrs. H. Morse
Baker, Granville, N. Y.; 6, Cephas B. Lynn;
7, Mrs. Lizzie S. Manchester, West Randolph,
Vt.; 8, Mrs. H. Morse Baker; 9, C. B. Lynn
and Mrs. Fannie Davis Smith.

Dr. E. A. Smith, of Brandon, Vt., is the

esident; Lucius Webb, of Granville, Vt.,
geo. A. Fuller, and Mrs. E. A. Short, of Mor-
risville, Vt., are Vice Presidents; O. G. Rughie,
of West Randolph, Vt., is Seoretary, and
Alonzo Hubbard, of Tyson Furnace, Vt., is
Treasurer. Circulars giving tull informations
will be issued early in June, and may be ob-
tained of the Seoretary.

GEeo. A. FuLLER,
Chbairman Com. on Speakers and Music.

MEETING AT LEE CENTRE, N. Y.

The sixth annual meeting of the Spiritualits
of Central New York, will be held in the Uni-
versalist Church at Lee Centre, Oneida county,
on Saturday and Sunday, the 9th and 10th of
June, commencing on Saturday at 2 o’clock,
P. M., and closing Sunday evening.

Mr. J. Frank Baxter, of Chelsea, Mass., the
test medium, singer and speaker is engaged,
and other good speakers will be seoured.

Good hotel accommodations at one dollar
per day, and friends in Lee Centre will accom-
modate all possible.

The hall in the basement of the Church will
be used for a lanch room, and all who wish to
avail themselves of this privilege will bring
their baskots and eujoy a good social lunch.

Parties wishing to be carried from Rome are
requested to send in their names to H. J.
Hitchcock, Lee Centre, before the fifth of June,

We hope to see all of the Spiritualists and| -

Liberals present, and extend a cordial invita-
tion to all, to this Feast of Reason, for no pains
will be spared to make this meeting one of the
best since our society was organized.

Mes. Wu. H. Hicks, Sec'y.

056G

COMMUNICATION.

A. L. B.
To Mrs. Bruce Palmer:

My DEar SisTER :—Years have come and
gone since I entered spirit life, and I have never
communicated satisfactorily with any of my
earth friends, although greatly desiring to do
so. I have waited and watched for the oppor-
tunity, and hail the present with pleasure. I
was unacquainted with the philosophy of spint
intercourse, and had felt but little interest, as
I was young and too full of gayity to think up-
on a subject of 8o serionus a nature, as it then
seemed to me, But when I was called away,
I grieved that I had not learned more of the
true philosophy of life. I had friends in spirit
life who aided me in many ways, but I hun-
gered after those I had left behind, and have

been trying to draw their minds upward to in-
vestigate spiritualism. [ welcome my dear
friends to our home, as they are coming one
by one; and, am learning to look upon earth
trials as lessons only, to lead us upward toward
a higher condition, unfolding and purifying our
spirits to receive the benediction of our Father,
who is in heaven. When your darling child
passed on, I was nedr you with other spint
friends, to lift the burden of anguish, and
breathe into your souls a solace that only mes-
sengers of peace and love oan bring. Messen-
gers prompted by divine influences ot universal
good. Little Clitton is a bright spirit, and is
around you every day. Not lost, but gone
before to prepare the way for you all to follow.
You guided him for a brief time, you think,
but, dear sister, yon may guide him still, by
your earnest desires to do right and by dealing
justly by yourself and others, and by your
highest endeavors for universal good your
influence will still reach him. O, dear sister,
think of him as your own dear boy, progress-
ing into more perfect beauty, into a fuller life,
as time passes onward. He says: “Papa and
Mamma and little sister, I love you more and
more. I do not like to have yom so sad.
Wear flowers and smilee for little Clifton.”

And now, dear sister, with much love to all
our earth triends, I will say adieu for the pres-
ent. From Sister, ELra,

D oboln

A VISION.

8ilently the day God hides away
Behind his curtained bed,
And beavy hangs the mountain spray
In slumberous gioomy dread;
Along the valley slowly winds
The streams like threads of light,
And solemn moan the troubled winds
As evening weds the night!

My thoughts like stars grow luminous
As earth recedes from view,
And in God’s home and universe
I see the good and true,
Where hate and envy never come
To blight one gentle flower,
Where sin-sick souls are welcome
T3 Heavens richest dower,

Where broken-hearted sorrowing ones
Find shelteriog love and care,

Aud waves of music rippling runs
As healing words of prayer;

Where youth restores the wrinkled brow,
And roses warm the cheek

And light and knowledge there indow
The lowly ones who seek.

My vision sweeps the earthly rounds,
And star-lit aisles above

Nor is there limit in its bounds,
Its circles are of love;

And all the chauges of death and time
But echo the heavenly song,

And rise to heights of joy sublime,
Amid the angel throng.

And still my vision reacheth on
Like the hurrying feet of time,

Aund warmed and lighted by the sun,
Of God’s most beautious clime ;

Finds duties for my earnest heart,
To conquer sin and wrong

And frem my spirit thoughts impart,
New grace to every song.

BisHOP A, BEALS.
8an Bernardino, Cal.
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LIFE.

The insect that stings only for defence,

That shrinks from danger and escapes from death,
1Is gifted by kind Nature with a sense,

Common tn every creature that has breath.

The love of life, the care for self existence,
Unthoughtful in low natures though it be,
Aud only evidence of Life's persistence,

In man is Hope of Immortality! 8.G6.D.

—_—e ——

The Salvation army is at last in hot water
of some depth. We noted last week Madame
de Gasparin’s arraignment of it, which bas
made quite a sensation. A correspondence be-
tween General Booth aud the Rev. Mr, Charles-
worth has ensued in relation to the plucky but
impulsive daughter of the latter gentleman, in
which the “general” admite that he teaches
men to regard all personal and family interests
as subordinatej to the kingdom of the Lord.
But he seems to assume that the Salvation
army and the kingdom of the Lord are identi-
cal. The application ot his doctrine is as dan-
gerous as anything in Jesuitism. It would
make all home interests, rights and duties, and
all obligations of parental relation subservient
to ilie interests of the Salvation army.

Sensible people will not be much divided on
the question whether or no it is the “Lord’
work” to send forth young English girls, fan-
cifully decorated, to sell the War Cry on the
boulevards of Paris or in the throughfares of
Londen and Geneva. The inculeation of such
notions of womanly duty is most distinotly no¢
the Lord’s work, but—well General Booth’s
work,

Lord Shaftesbury goes to an extreme in say-

. ing, as he does, that the whole movement
seems to him to be of the Devil who, baving
long striven to make Ciristianity odious, now
attempts to make it ridiculous.

Dr. Presreuse writes from Paris condemning
the policy of sending detachments of “hallelu-
iah lasses,” composed of young girls of 16 or
17 years of age, out into the thronged avenues
of Paris to sell papers, and alto notices the
similarity between the Salvation Army and the
Jesuit order in respect of the princﬁple of arbi-
trary authority insisted upon, and the dispo-
sition to regard the end as justifying any
means,

Finally, Mr. Spurgeon comes out with his
utterance which, as usual, is most sensible:—

Tt is time that somebody spoke, now that the
attempt is made to make men religions by turn-
ing all religion into a game of soldiers. Be-
cause .they would not hinder anything that
promised well, Christian men have borne with
much that grieved them, but there is a point
beyond which long-suffering charity cannot go
That point is nearly reached; even the most
ultra tolerant must feel that hope has been
disappointed, and a fear now takes its place.

—_———

Phrenology olearly indicates a worshipping
faculty in man, and the universality of the
practice (moral idiots excepted) confirms the
declaration of this noble science. Now how
waa it that “No God” implanted in man a dis-
position to reverence some God, or in other
words, made an adaptation of one thing to a
second, when that second never did exist ?

Isa FarerviLLg, N, Y. May 6, 1883,

Brotuer Jones:—I thought it best to keep
my word. So remit for the OLivE BraxcH,
which pays for a year. I have nothing new to
write upon our cause in this place. All is
quiet, but the glorivus truth is working to
every nook and corner of the wide earth, and
filling minds with an inepiration,that will be
benefiting and lasting to all eternity. Wher-
ever Lpiritualism begins to work the old crafts
of orthodoxy are tossing on agitated waters
and they begin tojtee they are in danger of
siLking. I can see this disturbing influence of
our philosophy working in this place ever eince
the good fire was kindled, and light has b.een
overpowering] the darknces.  Our Chuich
friends are disturbed in mind. Of course they
think us on the wrong road, and bound for that
place of eternal torment, bat still I know they
think way down deep in their souls that there
must be something in spintualism. If they
are at ease why do they talk upon the subject
so much as they do, and try in every way to
say aoything but good of us. Ah, my good
Brother, is that Christian like? No, not ac-
cording to our views and understanding of true
Christianity. If they are in the right and
know we are in the wrong, why do they not
come to us in a gentle and kind spirit and take
us into the paths that lead to truth. But no,
this is not the spirit our Christian friende mani-
fest. <Our Christian friends, I say, can we
call them Christians when they seek in every
way to talk about us upon things they know
nothing of only what can be surmised in their
own minds, and we know to be false from be-
ginning to end? Let an All-wise and intelli-
gent Father answer. Obh, when will our peo-
ple lay acide all prejudices and lock into these
truths and know for themselves, whether they
are of God. If thy only once started on a tour
of investigation they would never tarn back,
but keep on seeking for knowledge. And as
they traveled on through life they find would
that Spiritualism was a soul comforting belief,
and has come into the world to stay.

The last number of The OLivE Brancu is
brim full of good rich communications, and
was glad to see it contain my letter. My knowl-
edge goes but a little way, but I am anxious
to do all T can to give a little light to the
world as far as I am able, and see the good
cause and truth lighting up every soul that is
ready to receive it.

I am yours for truth,
H. J. KLBornN,

P.S. Miss E. Anne Hinman has beeo in
the County for some time, and lectured a week
ago at Watertown, in the Court House, and is
expected at La Forgeville during the summer,
and probably will give the people some fine
speaking under spirit controls, H.J. K.

<D 0Oo-O
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LAKE PLEASANT CAMP MEETING
FOR 1883,

We copy from the Banner of Light, the
following statement in reference to the tenth
annual meeting to be held at this favorite place
of resort :

Each year thousands of spiritualists from all parts
of the country visit this beautiful place for spiritual

instruction, rest and rational amusement, Thejpros-
pects for the tenih annual meeting are very flattering.
Over three hundred lots are already engaged, and let-
ters come in daily ssking for information relative to
hiring lots, cottages, hetel accommodations, ete.

THE GROUNDS arc in excellent ccndition. The
work of clesring the streets hes alreedy begun. The
buildings are all in good shape, snd many painters
have begun tt e work of beautifyirg the ccttage houses
of a large number of the resident campers  Contracts
for the erection of large cottages have becn let to
expert builders.

The Banner representative prcmenaded Broadway,
Montague street and the ‘‘Bluff,” snd his thoughts
revcrted to the Fappy throngs of pecp'e that made
that tboreughfare lcok so lively last August. The
weeks are gliding rapidly by, and soop, deusr friends,
we shall alf meet again at the Lake

1MPROVEMENTS.—All peeded repairs will be made.
New fences will be put up, foot-rests will be put upon
many of the seats in the great auditorium; the supply
of water will be greatly incrcased, and the ‘ new
ground” will be cared fcr in that duection. In fine,
the entire camp-ground will be renovated and im-
proved. It is confidently expected that the season of
1883 will transcend all others in point of the cleanli-

details involved in such a great undertaking.

TaeE Hoter.—Landlord H. L. Barnard of Green-
field, Mase., will conduct the Lake Plcasant Hotel.
He is a very competent man for the place: his long
experience as a hotel proprietor fitting him, in an ex-
ceptional degree, for the duties of such a position.
The houtse will be rehabilitated throughout, and Mr.
Barnard will take special pains to care for the com-
fort of his guests. Table hoatd will be five dollars
per weck. Rooms, from one dollar per day upward.
Parties desiring to sccure rooms should address H..
L. Barnard, Greenfleld, Mass., at an early day.

Music.—The celebrated Fitchburg Band will dis-
course choice muesic throughout the entire meeting.
Alreadv Capt. Russell is “‘coaching” his men for the
Camp-Meeting season. The latest and most popular
airs, with choice selections from tbe *‘bigher grade,”
will be given. The concerts by this Band are special
features of this meeting which are highly appreciated
by all—campers and transient visitors.

TaE SpeakERs.—The list of speakers for 1888 ap-
peared in the Banner of Light several weeks ago, but
is reproduced here:

Sunday, July 29th, Dr. Geo. H. Geer, Farmington,
Minb., an& J. Clegﬁ Wright, Englind; Tuesday, 81st,
Cepbas B. Lynn, Boston, Mass.; Wednesday, Aug.
1st, Mrs. Emma L. Paul, West Randolph, Vt ; Thurs-
day, 2d, J. Clegg Wright, England; Friday, 8d, Mrs.
Sarah A. Byrnes, Boston, Mass.; Saturday, 4th, Ads-
ten E. Simmons, Woodstock, Vt.; Sunday, 5th. Hon,
A. H. Dailey, Brooklyn, N. Y., and Capt. H. H.
Brown, Brooklyn, N. Y ; Tuesday, 7th, Walter
Howell, Brooklyn, N. Y.- Wednesday, 8th, Capt. H.
H. Brown, Brooklyn N. Y.; Thursday, 9th, Eben
Cobb, Boston, Mass.; Friday, 10th, Rev. D. M. Cole,
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Saturday, 11th, Mrs. Fannie Davis
Smith, Br«ndon, Vt.; Sunday, 12th, Cephas B. Lynn,
Boston, Maes,, and A. B French, Clyde, Ohio; Tues-
day, 14th, Giles B. Stebbins, Detroit, Mich.; Wednes-
day, 15th, Dr. W H. Atkinson. New York, N. Y.;
Thursday, 16th _A. B French, Clyde, Oh'o; Friday,
17'h, Gi'es B 8'cbhins, Detroit, Mich.; Saturday,
18th, Cepbas B. Lynn, Boston, Mass.; Sunday, 19th,
Ed. 8. Wheeler, Philadelphia, Pa., and Mrs. R. 8.
Lillie, Philade¢lphia, Pa.; Tuesday, 21st, Mrs N. J.
T. Brigham, Coleraine, Mass ; Wednesday, 22d, J..
Fraok Baxter, Chelsea, Mass.; Thursday, 28d, Ed. 8.
Wheeler, Philadelphia, Pa ; Friday, 24th, Mra. A,
H. Colby, Chicago, 111 ; Ssturday, 25th, Mrs. R. 8.
Lillie, Philadelphia, Pa.; SBunday, 26th, W J. Col-
ville, Beston, Mass., and J. Frank Baxter, Chelses,
Mass

RATLROAD FaAcCILITIES.—The railroad facilities of
Lsake Pleatant are unequaled. Excursion rates will’
be sold on the Great Truok Line called the “Firca-
BURG RAILROAD”—one of the most popular and one
of the best managed roads in the country—and all
connecting roads. Call for ‘‘Camp-meeting tickets
to Lake Pleasant, Mass.” Excursion rates will be:
given from Buffalo, N. Y., over the New York Cen-
tral, and the expeciation is that special ra'es can be
secured from Chicago. Negotiations are now pend-
ing with several Western railway companies relative
to excursion tickets to Lake Pleasant. Full details
will appear in the Banner of Light at an early date.

A beautiful depot has heen erec'ed at Miller's
Falls, Muss., and this yer the “‘scoot train” will make
its “run” to the L.ke without any long ‘'waits,”
making clore conneclion with the day express train.

Last ycar the accommodation trains and the 6 p.
M. train from Boston stopped at the Laske, and the
same rule will, undoubhtedly, hold good this year.

The publisher of the OLivE BraNCH expeots.
to be on bana with a supply of sample copies
for distribution and hoves to receive a goodly:

pamber of additional subscribers,
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THE MIND IS 1HE STOREHOUSE
OR RESERVOIR OF THE
THOUGHTS.

Thoughts change so rapidly, following one
another with the rapidity of a ourrent, that
they would be lost or forgotten, did not the
mind, or that part called memory, catch and
retain the fugitives. Thoughts are produced
by the action of the eleotric or spirit brain,
upon the nerves and tissue of the mortal brain;
all outside or earthly circumstances being made
koown to the spirit through the bodily senses,
the reasoning or current of thought follows,
and the direction of the thoughts will be ac-
cording to the calture the intellect has receiv-
ed. With the scientific, cause and effect will
" be studied, every circumstance will be consid-

ered, each point of observation will be scrutin-
ized till the mind has formed its opinion or
theory, agreeing with the peculiarities or bent
of thoughts indulged by each individual, and
there are some thinkers, who after they have
tormed their opinion, will retrace their thoughts
as they have succeeded each other, Lo analyze
the workings of the braiun, in the hope of gain-
ing a clue to the mystery of the union of the
spirit with matter, and here, the mortal brain
fails to respond, nor can it be understood by
the spirit till treed from its earthly environ-
ment,

The man possessing a practical mind examines
the movements or circumstances he observes,
with a view to ascertain the powers, the forces
that have caused them, with the wish to utilize
those fears for the benefit of mankind; such
men have been well knbwn, for the discoveries,
improvements, and general advancement of
human knowledge, in every branch of art,
science or industry is plainly to be seeu by all

" who study the events of the nineteenth century,
and they are benefactors of society.

The thoughts of the benevolent consider all
events or cironmstances, in the hope of ameliora-
ting the sorrows, the trials of his fellow orea
tures, and he endeavors to trace the causes of
sin, and to convince his fellow man that muach
of suffering 1s cansed by a violation of the laws
of nature; here instruction and example are
needed to elevate the masses from following
the instincts of a low, depraved nature, to lead,
them toa knowledge of the spiritual nature
each individaal possesses; though not freely
understood, may yet be guided into the path
of right doing, which will lead to happiness,
and now we wish to call the attention of all
to the importance of the culture of the mind,
making a8 reservoir of good thoughts, a store-
house of blessings for themselves and associates.

The thoughts of the selfish are always low,
their aim being to bend all circumstances to
their own aggrandisement; the selfish man
looks at the harvest nature gives tor all; he
cares not for his fellow oreatures, but how he
can monopolize the very grain before it is
formed to the filling of his ooffers, regardless

" of the millions taxed by the high prices of the
necessaries of life; that these smart speculators
may revel inill gotten wealth. Could these
speculators be made to realize the fature they
are preparing for themselves, their very selfish-
ness would recoil at the thought of the ecries

" of the oppressed entering their souls like so
many daggers; the freed thoughts witneesing

the misery that selfishness bringshere, are con

tinually warning mortals to beware of it, to
lead the mind to study the welfare of others,
if they would enjoy a happy eternity.

The address finished, a commanication was
written by the spirit of a speculating merchant
who had carried on his business in Liverpool,
England.

My Frignps:—I wish to address a few words
to those with whom I associated in earth life
Many were the speculations into which I en-
tered with the one sole object, gain; my own
aggrandisement was all I desired, I succeeded,
I was envied by hundreds, but what can a man
enjoy in earth life, except satisfying his bodily
wants; it is true artificial society creates artific-
ial wants, but pomp, luxury and bodily wants
are dropped at the grave. When the spiritual
nature soars triumphant, the earthly body being
lost, the spintual body finds its level and is de-
graded or elevated, as the thoughts have been
ocoupied during the journey of earth life. My
experience was darkness ard solitude. I would
see nothing, all was dark, horror seized me a8
I heard the muttering of ourses from those
who had envied my worldly prosperity. Where
was my superiority all gone? I would gladly
have accepted annihilation, but it could not be;
my thoughts were my clothing, and could not
be shaken off. Let me warn all my associates
to prepare for the state of existence which
earth life leads to, for it is a terrible mistake to
think that one world at a time is all that is
necessary for a man to attend to. The future
follows the present as day follows the night,
and it is a terrible awakening to find that the
paltry concerns of a daily vanishing life, have
made us*neglect the preparation necessary for
eternity.

Derrort, Mich., April 15th, 1883.
To the Editor of the Olive Branch :

Dear Sie :—Enclosed please find one dol-
lar for the OLivE BraNcCH anothgr year; with
it receive my best wishes for your unvarying
manner in conducting your paper, as was de-
sired of you at its commencement by those
who projected it.

Spiritualism here is apparently very much
under a cloud. A lack of energetic vitality on
the part of those who are ite adherents seems
to be the cause of the cloud that now keeps it
80 obsoure—think the same is the case all over
the country. There is no doubt of there being
just a8 many adherents to the ocause of the
Sprritual Philosophy now as ever, and its pres-
ent adherents are far more spiritual and philo-
sophically minded now than at any time prior.
True there is not as much public demonstra-
tion as heretofore, but an internal working
and developing process is going on. Soon
this must become apparent to all thinkers.

I have said our cause is under a cloud, if not
it certainly is very much under cover, which
we readily see upon visiting the Umversalist
and Unitarian Churches; their pews are meas-
arable filled, filled with those who believe in
the return of spirits to this our earth. There
is much taught by those who teach in those
Churches that has a tendancy to draw liberal
minds to them, and so carry a class of people
with them that are not cared for otherwise.
Yet there is but little gaven for the believer in
the spiritual philosophy to feed upon. Minis-
ters of those Churches watch their words with
great care and tenacity, so as not to appear
admitting the intercourse between man in the

ly it is not admissable—but people will gather
where there is a semblance of spiritual things
taught, no matter how vague it may be, and
until they are offered something more tangible
they will go to those Churches.

Spiritualism in this city and state is thought
to be dead, and by some duried; but there is
virtue in the old ship yet. There is a gradual
sifting out process going on, and with it comes
a great many disputations aud agitations, from
which all will come aright, when the great
levelers time and trutk have had a chance to
do so with our associations. In this city and
state there ie quite an unusnal agitation
among them as to what name they shall be
called by. They have been called Spirit-
ualists and Liberalists, and are organized
by State authority under that name; but many
seem to be dissatisfied at being called Liberals
and so applied for and obtained (in their own
way) a divoroe, will not allow themselves tv
be known as connected with Liberals. We
now have a body known as the Spiritualists,
and one as the Spiritualists and Liberalists.
I am & Spiritualist, am known as such, and can-
not see anything very obnoxious in the name
Liberal; and .am willing to work under any
name that has for ita objeot the good of hu-
manity, and often think the tromble with our
oause is Spiritualists are not liberal enough.

Spiritualista have one great disturbing ele-
ment in their ranks, it is materialism; they
should concentrate action against that as an
encroachment and not as an outgrowth, There
can be no affiliation between those two ele-
ments, There is nothing in them that can
mix—and the sooner this is understood the
better it will be, and while I am a Liberal
Spiritualist 1.am not willing to allow the Ma-
terialistie elements to oontrol what little we
have of the spiritual. We want more of the
spiritual, less of the materialistio; let our ma-
terislistio friends work with the phenomens,
and until they can solve that satisfactorily and
soientifically it is useless to attempt to grapple
with the laws of mind over matter. I should
like to see Spiritualists at work harmoniously
for humanity and make this their speciality.
When they do this they must progrees as a
body. In conoclusion would offer this resolu.
tion:

Resolved, There is no affiliation between
what constitutes a Spiritualist, and what con-
stitutes a Materialist; by so doing place both
subjeots independunt of each other.

I am very respeotfully yours,
Wu, C. Crayron,
————t————

It is a terrible shock to one’s feelings after
singing “Salvation’s Free,” to hear the an-
nouncement that “the collection will now be
taken.”

—_——————
‘“*Tis not victory to win the fleld
Unless we make our enemies to yield
More to our justice, than our force; and so
As well instruct as overcome our foe."

A week made at home by the industrious
Best business now before the pablic. Capi
tal not needed. We will start you. Men

women, boys and girls wanted everywhere to
work in spare tim

work for us. Now is t.

or
nen.mll(go other buuleﬂuo  Toe. " Coon
can make @ pay, by engaging at once. Costly
easlly and honorably.

he time. You can
ve your whole time to the bual °
you nearly as well. No one

form and man out of the form} by them official-

outflt. and terms free. Money made fast,
Address, Taus & Co., Augusts, Maine,
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, CONSID-
ERED FROM A RATIONAL SPIR-
ITUALISTIC BASIS.

We hear a great deal said about the won-
detful changes for the hetter taking place in
the affairs of men; how from the very high
state of perfection man fills, and how by a
remarkable interposition of divine wisdom and
favours, he was to be resusitated in all his
former greatness; from being a child of wrath,
he is to be made an heir of heaven. But when
we view the matter as we are comj elled to,
we fail to see, except in a few cases, the im-
provement claimed; when we go back in Jew-
- ish history, we find the law was an “eye for
an eye and a tooth.” This law was given
centuries before Jesus was born, and since that
time, descending to the beliefs of the world.
A Son of God has walked the earth, and a
new dispensation inaugurated, and vyet, this
Jewish law is found on the statue books ot
every Christian nation, “an eye for an eye and
a tooth for a tooth.” It is claimed that the
Old Testament Scriptuies were fulfilled when
Jesus appeared, that from and after that time,
a new order of things was to be established,
and the affirs of men were to be - turned in an-
other direction; love was to take the place of
hate, and fraternity to sapercede the selfish
propensities of the race. But has there been
anv such change as some claim there has
been ? Is the world, in a religious sente, any
farther in advance of what it was two thous-
and years ago? Is there any more toleration
among the professed followers of Jesus than
was practiced by the followers of Moses ? If
there is, to what are they attributable, to re:
ligious inflaence? or 10 a growing tendency
in the nature of mankind irrespective of re-
hgious influence or bias.

We do not intend to say that there has not
been marked development of character in edu-
cation, in art, and scieutific attainments; for
the affairs of men provethat there have been
remarkable changes in these respects; but we
do say, that as a religious being, man bas not
kept pace with the natural development of his
faoulties in other directions. There are many
charitable institutions that were never dreamed
of in past ages, opportunities for acquiring
knowledge were never better than at the present
time, but the religionist for some reason fails
to comprehend the true state of affairs, The
old effete laws of Moses stand a8 the {ounda-
tion of church laws to-day; and what are the
results? More murders are committed than
was ever known before in the history of the
world ; (we refer now to the private life of
individuals.) All the leading journals of the
world are burdened with the history of orimes
in one form or another, defalcations, and
abuse of public trust and confidence, are re-
ported every day together with murders and
suicides which shock the susceptibiliti s of the
reader and they form an important colamn of
daily news. Notwithstanding the millions that
are contributed for the propagation and spread
of the gospel, and when the character of these
oriminals is inquired 1nto, in nearly every case
they are found to be members of Christian
families and charches, scarcely an exception to
this rule can be found. Now if this increased

criminal record could be attracted to Spiritnal-

ism, state and national interterence would be
demanded, and there would be a stop put to
the propagation of spiritualistic literature and
lectures, but seeing it is the opposite of this is
‘being grown, nothing is done about it; but

o.rime follgws crime, and the Christian con-
tinues to invoke divine grace and heaven

wafted petitions are as plentiful as dead leaves
in autumn, and about as effectual.

Is it not plain to every one that there is
something wrong in the religious education of
the people? The ten commandments, it scems
are no more binding upon the consciences of
men, then if they had never been written.
Sending murderers from the gallows to heaven,
is proving'an incentive to crime, for in most
cases according to the Christian theory, very
few, if any who stain their hands with anothers
blood, bad hopes of reaching heaven before
the perpetuation of their crimes, but immediate-
ly after, they become special subjects for
prayers, and although the Bible says, that
murderers and all liars have their place mn the
lake of fire, Christian clergyman proclaim to
the world that God has vouchsafed pardon to
the criminal, and Jesus stands with outstretched
arms to receive them, and to introduce them
to their Father, and they are to receive clean
white robes, and golden harps are to be placed
in their hands, and they will forever more
chant praises to the glory of God.

We ask, in all sincerity, can anyone possess-
ing common intelligence, believe such things ?
If so, what kind of a God must they have,
that sach theories and practices and delusions
must be preached to everyone who possesses
even an average amount of intelligence ? If
Spiritualiam advanced such theories as these,
the whole world would rise up and demand
that their doctrines be suppressed. Then
knowing the faleacy of such proceedings,have
not Spiritualists a right to demand that a stop
be put to these proceedings? But so common
have these exhibitions become, that when an
account of a marder is published, there should
be added; another whitewashed angel born;
for if not born at the time the deed was com-
mitted, they will be at the hanging. Discredit-
able as these things are, they have become
episodes in human life and history. As matters
stand at the present time, it is difficult to form
a true estimate of what will be in future years;
admitting that the same process be continued;
heaven, instead ot being the home of the pure,
noble mankind of earth, will be a marvelous
paradise, and when they have gained the ma-
jority, the saints will have to find some other
location.

Tt is a well-known fact that children inherit
from their parents their evil and well as their
love of the good; and they also inherit their
religious beliefs as well. Aund so loving Jesus
can be made the scapegoat for the sins of the
parents; they must occupy the same position
with regard to their children, and when these
ideas are supplanted by the olergy, is it any
wonder that crime is on theincrease ? In pro-
portion as individual responsibility forindivid-
ual acts is ignored, just so far are the ten-
dencies to crime increased =~ What is wanted
is purer morals and less religious teachings such
as the world has at the present time; religion

that does not carry with it a moral force, is on of

particular value. It may do for those who

have inherited fine spiritual qualities, for they
would live true moral lives even though they

had never heard of a Jesus. It isthe diseased
person who is 1n need of a physician, not the
healthy not the healthy man; and it is a very
irrational plan to suppose that any one can
gather good fruit because they have planted
good seed; nature works no mirscles, but all
her works are performed throungh due process
of law, and we have yet to find a single instance
where natures laws have beeninterfered with
by the power we call God. Men may project
theories, and claim that under peculiar circum-
stances the natural order of things are some-
times changed, but they are only theories,
when the practical is looked for in this respect
they are not found.

The ability of man to cause a change in the
economy of things through prayers and peti-
tions, only proves how little is known where
so much is professed. It seems to us, that the
whole plan of salvation needs to be changed;
and instead of atterapting to save or remodel
over a man or woman steeped in crime, they
should begin with the parents; have them to
understand that their children will be just what
they make them, then we shall have stronger
hopes for the salvation of therace. The present
system seems to be, how much of Moses can
be crammed into the brains of the young. In-

stead of teaching them that for every evil deed
they will be held responsible, and that only

by individual effort can their sins be washed
away. We have no doubt but what clergymen
think they are moved by the spirit of charity
in what they call preparing criminals for
heaven; but would it not be far better to in-
stil into the minds of the young, that the only
way to gain a heavenly condition -is in being
men and women, shunning evil at all times
and places.

It is a well known fact that drunkenness is
the fruitful cause of nearly all the crimes
kuown to the world, the confession of nine-
tenths of murdelers exccuted bear testimony
o this fact, then in order to save men from
crime, they should be from earliest infanoy
taught that a temperate liteis the secret to
guccess, and that intemperance whether in the
use of intoxicating drinks, or passion is the
forerunner to disgrace and death. In order to
build up a system of true manhood, it is their
spiritual faculties which need spirit cultivation,
for when the moral sense of mankind is awak-
ened, it becomes the guiding star in haman
lives, then the physical man will be led into
paths of peace. In this department of life
spiritualism far transcends amy other system
known to the world; though a great many
complain at first because Jesus as a Saviour
is taken from them, and they are told that only
by individual effort can they be saved; the
idea shocks them, but is it not true? does not
the experience of the past two thousand years
prove that a belief in Jesus is no prevention
to ocrime. Such belief having been proven a
failure 1n this respect, why continue it any
longer? Why not exercise reason in this as
well as in other matters ? if a man engages in
an enterpriee, and after a time finds that it is
not profitable, he abandons it, or adopts other
means to accomplish the desired ends. Why
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not exerci8e the same judgment in dealing with
the moral sentiments of men. The only rea-
son we can see why they do not, is, their fear
of offending God, but if God be what is claimed
for him, is not the failure on the part of God
to stay the increase of crime the greater
offence. What man is there having the power
to correct growing evils, aud either neglects
or refuses to do so; that would be tolerated
for any length of time, in society. The whole
world would rebel against him, and justly
too. Then is there any reason for tolerating a
system that claim3 to possess the power neces.
sary. to mould the desires and ambitions of
men, and yet fails to do it; we fail to find any
reasonable excuse in its favor.

A knowledge of spirit life we hold to be
far more effectual as a prevention against
crime, then anything formulated by Church
or creed. A knowledge of what lies beyond
the present existence of man that God never
forgives sins, and that every crime must be
atoned for by the guilty person, will cause men
no matter how depraved they may be, from
staining their hands in the blood of a fellow
oreature; and every religion which fails to
leave an impression upon mankind, is not a safe
doctrine to advocate. For the past year there
have been almost daily accessions to the
number of criminals now in spirit life, not one
of them has found Jesus standing ready to
receive them; and every declaration made by
pries or culprit, is only a delusion theory, that
certain men can by prayer exert an influence
over the divine mind. Changingthe laws of
nature is ot all delusions the most delurive.

Religious instruction to be beneficial must
embody the whole law; if the Ten Command-
ments do not do this, then mankind has the
right to so amend or add to them 8o as to make
them effectnal; then self deception will be an
impossibility. If physical death was the end
of man, thed there could be no objections raised
against the practices of whitewashing criminals
and making them believe that they were sim-
ply put out of the way for the good of society;
but every one at all familiar with spiritual
things, knows that death does not end all, and
that after the delusion is past, the oriminal is
still the same revengeful desperado as before,
and will seek opportunities to satisfy their
spirit of revenge, it is not every man who can
say a8 did Jesus “Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do. The greater
namber of murderers executed carry with them
the same spirit which prompted them to com-
mit the deed for which they were executed,
and the people still living 1n earth life, are in
as much danger from them as before. Let
priests and clergymen prate of their influence
with Diety, the time will come when they will
know for a certainty that they were blind lead-
ers of the blind; and with those they filled
with their sophestries at last fall into the
same gulf.

What then is best to be done in reference to
these matters, sit with folded hands and see
the crowds rush on, knowing that sad disap-
pointment will be theirs; or preaching to the
world the true condition of affairs, and impress
upon the mind of the condemned one, that the
only way to obtain happiness 18 by restraining
their passions and lifting up the fallen.

Is there not a better way of disposing of
men guilty of murder than by hanging them,
does this mode of punishment check the career
of men who have inherited uncontrollable pas-
sions from their parents, does not the daily
record of events prove the present system a
tailure; if so, is it wisdom to continue on in
the same course, for no other reason, than that
Moses or some one else said, “he that sheddeth
man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed.”
Is it possible that all succeeding ages must be
compelled to adopt the Mosiac law as the best
that can be devised for haman protection; is
it possible that these old patriarchs, or the
power inspiring them to write, who were
ignorant of the laws of gravitation, who had
no current ideas of astronomy, who believed the
world was a flat surface, with a hole on either
gide for the sun and moon to pass through, or
else that by some celestial machinery the sun
was carried backward during the night ready
for another day’s work, now totally against of
all scientific learning, and know no more about
philosophy than an idiot of the nineteenth
century, and yet in religious matters the opin-
ions of these men take precedence over the
most cultured scientist of the present age.

What is needed more than Charches is pro-
per systems of education. If you can arouse
the moral force of a man and educate him to
master himself, he will. need no other conver-
sion, for in proportion as a man becomes mas-
ter over himself, 8o far is he saved. If instead
ot hanging men known to be vicious and whose
freedom would endanger the lives ot others,
far better to put them where they can do mo
injury to their fellow men. The expense of
prosecuting and defending criminals of this
class, would if devoted to educational purposes
advance them to manhood, and when freed
from the bonds of fleshy which now environ
them, they would enter the spirit world full of
hope and joyous anticipations; whereas under
the present code of laws, they enter the sphere
of criminal life, and through the law of philoso-
phy ocarry out the evil propositions of their
natures. .

We are aware that customs once rooted are
hard to be removed, but the way to begin a
reform is to agitate the subject embodied in
the reforms sought. That we purpose doing, an-
til public sentiment shall demand imprisonment
and education in place of legalized murders.

X. X. X,

SOCIAL EVOLUTION.

The sapreme law, for man, as for all beings
is revealed in himself. Vattel, one of the
ablest of legal commentators, maintained that
no human legislation is valid, which is not in
conformity with the prineiples of natural law;
and he held, likewise, that all rights of man
are his by nature and of divine sanction.

The legislation of Nature is simple, harmon-
ious and umform; and hence. we may learn
much of her laws by studying their analogies.
She permits all her children to germinate and
grow up to maturity, and to develop their parts
and proportions, in all the grace and strength
and beauty of which their typical organizations
aro susceptible. A tree or plant, rooted in a
congenial soil grows to its normal stature, and
sends out its branches in unconstrained free-

dom, presenting arealization of Nature’s beau-
ideal. Trim and prune it as you will, you
cannot improve, but will only mar, the grace
and beauty which are the gifts of bounteous
Nature.

The same law holds good in the animal king-
dom, where natural selection and the survival
of the fittest produce the most admirable speci-
mens, in point of agility and grace, as well as
strength and beauty.

But trees in forests, are not permitted by
nature to have the same lateral expansion as
when standing alone, the liberty of each tree
in this respect being -limited, or bounded, by
the equal liberty of every other tree; and the
same natural law holds good of human beings
in the social state. Bat the restraints which
nature imposes, are by her own laws amply
compensated. The forest tree attains to a
loftier altitude, and is protected from the eli-
matic rigors to which its solitary congener is
exposed. Man, in departing from and attempt-
ing to improve upon Nature’s kindly methods,
has introduced deformity, disease and blight.

W ithout going so far backward as to disouss
the theories of Darwin, Wallace and Spencer,
conoerning spontaneous evolution from lowest
organizations to highest manifestations of life
and fanction, we may trace man back to the
quarternary geological era; and from that time
forward shall find his long history to be that
of a continual struggle to emerge from a lower
animal nature, and advance into that higher
condition in which intellect and the moral sense
bear supreme sway.

Place the Neanderthal skull—of a man of
the quarternary era—besides that of a man of
this century, and mark the ocontrast. In
In the former, you have little more than the
base brain, and that scarcely distinguishable
from that of a mere beast. In the latter, the
brow is crowned by the noble arch of reason,
will-power sits in its high tower, the virtues
and graces fill the expanded galleries, and the
worshipful faculty domes the middle space; all
together forming “a palace where a god might
dwell.” Yet in all the long space of time dur-
ing which this wondrous change has been
wrought, human rights and the principles of
human government have remained essentially
the same. :

The Primitive Man, anterior to and during
the firet and second ages of stone, dwelling in
trees, in caves or in burrows, was mainly con-
cerned in defending himself and his home from
wild beasts and reptiles, and in obtaining the
tood actually necessary for subsistence. Foroed
by olimatio and other vicissitudes to lay up
some store of provision for use in times of un-
common scarcety, he was liable to have his
stock of necessaries encroached upon by preda-
oous visitors. He was taught by nature to
esteem these fruits of his labor and ekill as his
own and not another’s, and to look upon who-
ever should attempt to deprive him of them as
his enemy, to be repelled by whatever force or
artifice he could employ. Here we have the
idea of separate property, in its simplest form,
as shared even by brute beasts. Those melin-
ed to robbery, not content with seizing their
spoil by surprise, and seeing the necessity of
superior foroe to overcome resistance, associated
themselves together and made combined at-
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tacks upon single propriefiors. In consequence
of this, the owners of property perceived the
necessity of clustemng together so near to each
other that when one was attacked the others
could aid in his defence, and in this manner
the eafety of their common wealth would be
seeured. We have here the origin of war, and
n this social arrangement the initiation of civil
government, in the precautions needful for the
protection of life and property, against the
strong and tierce, who preferred to obtain pro-
perty by craft and foree rather than by indus-
try and prudence. Here, oo, arose the neces-
gity for the definition and protection of indi-
vidual rights, in closely rclated communities;
the rale of duty in which is: “So use your own
a8 Dot to injure anotbers.” In this simplest
form ot social life we tind the basic moral prin-
ciple of mutual help. Thefirst artificial haman
habitations were formed of such light and
portable materials as a single man or family
could collect and put together without other
assistance, but as the necessity for more secure
structures became apparent, so that a man’s
hosue might be also his fortress, it became
necessary to incorporate into the structure
stones and timbers which could only be moved
by the united strength of numbers of individuale.
Numbers united to help one, each in expeocta-
tion of his help in return. If one were anfor-
tunate in the chase, or his provisions failed
through calamity or casualty, the others would
supply his veeds, thereby saving one man for
the defence of the commonwealth, as well as
from the sonsideration that all might be liable
to fall into like destitution; and in this way,
out of the natural necesmities of man’s condi-
tion as a social being, and not trom any arbi-
trary mandate of a superior authority, grew
into existence the golden rule:—*“Whatsoever
ye would that men should do to you, do ye
even 80 to them.” Imagine how, in such a
simple community, the man would be despised,
who, baving received such help should refuse
to give similar help in return; and yon can
then appreciate how strongly the sense of nat

ural justice must have become imbedded in
human oharacter, from the very necessities of
his condition in a social state,

It is apparent that man is a social being,
and that oivil commaunities are a nataral out-
growth of his social necessities, and that the
laws which sMould govern in a state—which is
only a large community—are those which
grow naturally out of the equal rights of its
oonstituent members, and the necessity, and
not merely the policy, that he should be pro-
teoted in the exercises of those rights; for no
institutions founded or administered in injustice
can be of long duration.

In harmony with these views, I quote the
following passage from Vattell's Commentary
on the Law of Nations: “Nations, being com
posed of men naturally free and independent,
and who, before the establishment of civil
societies, lived together in a state of natuve,—
Nations, or sovereign states, are to be consid-
ered as so many free persons living together
i & state of nature.” Again, he says:—“The
law of nations is originally no other than the
law of nature, as applied to nations.”

It is very apparent, that had these simple

and comprehensive ideas of the limitations of

the rightful authority of human government,
been allowed to prevail as the suprume law, to
to which kings and oligarchs must be subject
all forms and degress of despotism would ever
have been esteemed as flagitions crimes against
the states and commonwealths, towards which
such usurpations were attempted; but buman
ingenuity has devised justifications for every
abuse of usuthority by which maukind have
been enslaved and oppressed.

The first of these devices is the “Social
Compact,” by which every person on becom-
ing 8 member of a civil community is said to
consent to the surrender of certain ot his nat-
ural rights, in consideration of the protection
he is permitted to receive in the enjoyment of
the rights oot so surrendered. The writers
who assume the existence of this compact omit
to state that the civil community makes any
promise in return, and if it does not, and if no
person in a state of nature was ever heard to
make such a surrender, the social compact may
be considered as an altogether imaginary fact.
In a pure Democracy, where the people decide
upon all matters for themselves, no suppositi-
tious social compact can be regarded as neces-
sary ; but where the people in special emer-
gencies, or because ot their great numbers and
extent of territory. are constrained to delegate
authority to chieftains or kings, some kind of
compact would seem to be appropriate. Ac-
cordingly, in all Republics, those to whom the
exercise of authority ¥ entrusted, are required
to promise fidelity to the counstitutions and
laws by which the people have agreed to abide,
and 1n which their will is embodied; and in
this way all the elements of an actual .and posi-
tive compact are presented, by which ofticials
are bound, equally as are the people.

The “divine right of kings,” is another de-
vice for justifying despotic authority, in deroga-
tion of the rights of man. It may be news to
some of my hearers, that the true theory of
monarchical government is that of an actual
compact -between king and people; yet it is a
fact easily made apparent. John Milton, in
his treatire % On the tenure of the kingly office,”

-shows, by an exhaustive analysis of the history

of kingdoms, ancient and modern, that persons
chosen as kings, by the voice of the people,
and those who succeeded to that office, were
never permitted to assume the crown, or to
exercige roysl authority, except provisionally,
until they had first sworn a solemn oath to
faithfully administer the laws, and protect the
people in their ancient rights.

According to this theory, the people asa
whole were sovereign and the king was their
gervant, but as individuals they were subject
to the king as the representative of the sove-
reign whole, and they were accustomed to
swear allegiance to him as such. This, also,
iz an exawple of a utual compact; but here,
also, as in the case of Republics, we fail to find
evidence of a gurrender of rights by the people.
So far from this, Milton defends the execution
of Charles the First on the express ground
that this was an aot of the whole people in
their soverign capacity, for a breach of his oath
of office, as a party to the kingly compact; and
that for this act they bad no need of an act of
Parliainent, because, themselves being the

source of all law and authority, their will and

P TR )

aots in their sovereign capacity were ipso facts
both law and authority. On principles of
natural justice, the people had a right to
depose Charles for a breach of the royal com.
pact and oath of office, and if he offered such re-
sistance as to render it necessary to take his
life, they were judges of the necessity, and of
therighteousness of the act ot regicide. James
the Second, when deposed, offered no resistance,
and remained abroad unmolested. In France,
Louis the Sixteenth afier being deposed was
sacrificed to popular rage, rather than atate
policy. Charles Tenth and Louis Phillippe
were permitted to leave the country, especially
the latter, without any serious show of personal
violence, because they promptly desisted from
attempt to resist the will of the people.

The maxim that The King can do no wrong,
is not a corrollary from the doctrine of his
Divine right, but has a very different origin
and significance, The total sovereigaty of
the people is lodged in the king for exercise
and from his fiat there is no appeal. Judges
represent him 1n all judicial proceediags; and
and he being the supreme Judge and Execu-
tive, he cannot by law be tried nor can any
pass judgment on him; and hence it is impos-
sible to say, in a legal sénse, that the king does
wrong. llis voice is the voice of the people,
and theirs is said to be the voice of God; ac-
cording to a principle enunciated by William
H. Seward, when he saidi—* What human
nature requires, God Almighty decrees;” and
so the only Divine right of kings comes to
them through the people, whose agents and
servants they rightfully are. It was because
of this principle of the ultimate sovereignty of
the people, that when Louis the Fourteenth
said—*I am the State,”—he shocked the moral
sense of the civilized world.

The impeccability ot kings, rests on the same
principle as the dogma ot Papal Infallibility.
The people in the one cise, and the body of
the church in the other, are supposed to be
wiser than any one of their nmmber; and from
their decizion there is no appeal. Practically,
therefors, their decisions must be taken to be
always righi, us what 18 decided by courts of
last resort is law.

If the infallible church declares that the
Pope, its organ and voice, 18 infallible, when
speaking ex-cathedra, it says only in effect
that he is 80 as the representative of the chureh;
and, moreover, no member can gainsay what
the church affirms, else he questions its 1nfalli-
bility. And eo all this questioning arises out
of nothing of more real significance than the
legal fiction that the kiug can do no wrong;
which nobody believes, but every subject under
a monarchy confesses with his lips.

Even the Fweudal Tenure of land, out of
which grew the dootrine that all land belongs
to the king, who can give it to whom he will,
was originated in a principle of justice among
men. It was an understanding that conquered
territory should be parcelled out among the
conquerors, in shares corresponding to the
force each contributed toward its acquisition;
and it was the prerogatiye of the principal
chief, or king, as supreme arbiter, to make the
distribution among the chieftains who followed
his standard; his patent alone being valid.

The next step was, to assume that the land was
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his at the outset, and that on the failare of
heirs it escheated to the crown. So power
steals from the many to the few. It is appar-
ent that in all systems of civil government, be-
yond the patriarchal, the needs of humanity
have been the basis of law and the standard of
right, «nd that the sovereignty of the people
has ever beeu recognized as an underlying
principle.

There s « species of governmernt whose
theory is almost the reverse of this, and that
is the Theocratic. The purely theooratic gov-
ernments have been but few in number, but
their theory has been largely incorporated into
our civil governments, with results, some of
which I will endeavor to point out. In the
earlier ages of human history, when courage
and strength were recognized as the greatest of
manly virtues, the warrior class held the ascen-
danoy, and the world was governed by force
and fear; but there came a time when intellect
and moral force acquired such strength, that
they aspired to dominion, intellect taking the
lead. The problem to be solved, was—how to
rule the ralers, who then swayed the world by
the fear which their superior strength and
fiercenoss inspired. How could the warrior
class be ruled through their fears, while they
were themselves the sovereign arbiters of life
and death? Only by terrors exceeding those
of death. The attempt was made by the
Brahminical caste in India, and the priestly
olass in other oriental countries. The methods
varied in mauy particulars, but in general they
were essentially the same. The priests did not
attempt to vestrain the fierce instincts of the
warriors, but rather to give them direction.
They persuaded them that the gods were able
to give them victory or overwhelm them with
defeat. They invented histories of wonderful
interpositions of the godsin the wars of former
generations. By their superior knowledge ot
the sciences, and particularly of astronomy,
they were able to take advantage of natural
phenomena, and to interpret them as tokens of
divine favoror displeasure, as auguries of vio-
tory or omens of defeat. They invented mul-
titudes of observances, for propitiating the
divine favor, and averting actual or threatened
disasters and oalamities, and being themselves
the mediums of communication and reconcil-
ment between the gods and the people, they
secured the inviolability of their own persons,
and became the recipignts of imnense revenues.
Their influence with kings and rulers became
unbounded, for whoever held the sword con-
trolled the state. In many instances they made
and deposed kings, and rometimes they operly
ruled the state themselves.

Bat their people were not always at war nor
were the soldiery always docile and subservient.
To make their ascendancy more complete, and
to perpetuate their power, the sacerdotal class
resorted to another expedient. Drawing with
unstinted freedom upon their imagination, they
devised a system of rewards and punishments
after death, the former suited to the tastes
and inclinations of their devotees, and the latter
the most forturous, disgusting and abominable
that the wildest fancies could devise; and these
atrooious falsities they imposed on the credulity
of their peoples, as traths verified by divine
revelations, When they anocinted a king they

asgerted that the act was done by divine com-
mand, The king was annointed of God, to
touch his person was sacrilege, and to question
his authority was punished by the ignominious
death of the body and the damnation of the
goul. It has finally come to pass, that no king
can rule who has not been crowned or anointed
by some kind of priest. It was considered an
act of groms impiety, as well as unparallelled
audacity, in the First Napaleon, to take the
imperial crown from the hands of the Pope and
place 1t on his own head. It may have been
thought that these priestly devices were the
only means for overcoming the dominant as-
cendancy of brute force and unbridled passion,
but some will ever question whether the world
has become better by the large addition co its
stock of fable, and whether superstitious fears
are any great improvement on martial courage,
or even on savage ferocity. Theocracy has be-
come a parasitic appendage to every consider-
able government on earth. In many instances,
it has been an impirium in imperio, the very
government itself, in all but its external forms.
We are enabled to review its career in the
pages of history, and to estimate its influence
on human character and institutions, and its
general effects on oivilizations,

In Iudia, aud especially in farther India and
China, the sacerdotal olass having gained an
almost complete ascendancy many ages ago,
adopted the polioy of national isolation, for the
purpose of rendering the soldier olass insig-
nificant, except as a police to enforce the ob-
servance of their laws. In India proper, their
civilization had maony admirable features, yet
their oivil government was in most respects ad-
verse to the advancing improvement of the
great mass of the people. The people were
classified by colors, which marked the distino
tions of race, (the word casta signifying only
color) and to all below the second ocaste the
keys of knowledge were denied, and they were
doomed to perpetual slavery; for— -

‘“He is u freeman whom the truth makes free;—
All else are slaves.”

Whoever will look over the Institutes of
Menu, the Hindoo Justinian, will find there a
strange mingling of sentimentalisms, with a
formidable list of crimes and peccadillos, most
of which are fantastical rather than real, and
the penalties denounced against them are shock-
ing to decency as well as to the seuse of jus-
tice.

In China, the martial spirit had become ex-
tinct long before the christian era, and the
races inhabiting that country being more hom-
ogeneous than in Hindoostan, the people were
on an equality. Uuder the general tendenoy
of humanity to advance to higher planes of in-
dividnal and social development, the Chinese
peacefully emerged to a good degree from the
dominion of the priesthood; they came into a
recognition of the doctrine that human beings
survive the death of their bodies; and exercise
a watchful care for the welfare of those who
yet remain in the earth-life. They accustomed
themselves to invoke the aid and advice of the
departed spirits of ancestors and sages; and
as many among us believe they received through
teachers, such as Confucius, Mencias and others
instructions, which, commending themsclveg

to the common seuse of the people by
their justice and their adaptation to the needs
of humanity, came in time to have the foroe
of law, and superseded the necessity for legis-
lative enactments, other than such as the im-
perial councils might deem needful in special
emergencies, and which they took care to shape
in barmony with the teachings of the sages.
In China, alone, has the leading idea of Pla-
to’s republic—the rule of the wisest—became a
practical fact. In that country, no man can
hold a publio station without having passed
through rigid public examinations, touching
his general intelligence aud his fitness to dis-
charge his daties. It is related of the late Sir
Frederick W. Bruce, formely Embassador of
China, and subsequently Minister at Washing-
ton, that he declared the imperial cabinet of
China to be the ablest body of men, and the
Prime Minister of China the wisest man, he
had ever seen. In the article on China, in
Appleton’s New Cyclopedia, it 18 declared that
in no other country is intelligence so generally
diffused among the people. The immense
pressure of population upon the means of sub-
gistence, and the too great fixedness of ideas,
have led to a decadence in characterand in the
general prosperity of the country, within the
last centary or two; yet those best informed
assert that, with the exception of the recent
inventions of the steam engine and the tele-
graph, they are unexcelled in the arts and
gciences. They have a religion of the purest
and sublimest theism, and I have heard intell-
gent gentlemen, personally familiar with their
manners and custoros, stoutly affirm that their
civilization is superior to our own. [ do not
understand what some persons mean, by styl-
ing that large proportion of the humaun family

a semi-barbarous people. Sure I am that Mr.
Burlingame would have rapelled the unjust
imputation. Whether their civilization is as
exalted in quality as ours, or not, it is the
most pertect on earth; aud would not in my
opinion be one whit improved, by sending to
the ports of the Central Flowery Kingdom any
number of our characteristic mixed cargoes of
“Rum, GQunpowder ond Missionaries”

With the exception of China, and perhaps
Burmab, what is here said of India proper ap-
plies to nearly every Asiatic nation. The most
formidable obstacle to the establishment of
foreign relations with Japan, was the opposi-
tion of the Mikado, the ponufical sovereign of
that people, which by a fortunate coudition of
affairs was forestalled by the tavorable action
of a Ty-koon, which committed the govern-
wwent past recall.

The Saracens conquered half of Asia, north-
ern Afrioa and southeru Europe, as well as the
valley of the Danube, even to the walls of
Vienna, under the lead ot a succession of theo-
cratic chieftains, bearing the Koran in one
hand aund the scimetar in the other. They
tanght the unity of God, aboulished idolatry,
encouraged literature and iuvented algebra;
but they destroyed the Alexandrian library,
their religion became sensual, they ruled by
brute force, practiced polygamy and eunslaved
their enemies, But their domination over the
minds and bodies of men was insignificant, in
comparison with anotker already begun in Eu-
rops, for the religion of Mahomet obtained no
permanent ascendancy except in portions of
Asia, where the human mind only exchauged
another form of slavery for this, which, by its
abolition of idol worship and diffusion of in-
telligence had made at least one advancing

step. .
' - [T9 be Continued.}
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RELIGIOUS HUMBUG@G.
By Miss EMuA L1vBLY.

When God created Adam, he made him pure and
good ; ,

Of course for his protection, he did the be:t he could,

He placed him in a girden, with fruits, and herbs re-
plete,

And of the tree of knowledge, he told him not to eat.

And then, when God Almighty, it seems, had stepped
aside,

In slipped the oily serpent, and told him God had
lied,

The devil’s witand logic, pleased Adam and prevailed,

And much to God's anoyance, His sacred projcct
failed.

For Adam overlated His most supreme command

And this entailed damnation, forever on the Jand ;

It seems that God mistrusted, the trick the devil
" played,

8o in cover of the evening, he took a promenade.

And found the cunning serpent, but Adam ran and
hid,

Till God by calling found him, and asked him what
he did,

And Adam owned up frankly, he knew that he was
found,

But God became so wrothy, he cursed the very
ground.

And through His own creation by disobedience fell,

They last thewr claims to heaven, and soon were
doomed to hell;

Then God was quite defeated, in reference to man,

The devil was the victor, and thwarted God's whole
plan.

For maun become so wicked, though God "had made
him good,

He finally concluded, to drowa him with a flood,

And still He hesitated, to do the barbrous deed,

Without selecting Noah, to save at least the seed.

Now Noah took the veesel and floated high and dry,
While every living creature ou:side was doomed to
7 die,
We wonder where the devil was suffered to abide,
While Noah and his houschold, were floating o’er the
tide ? ‘

For Noah had selected, his inmates just befére,
Aud when the Ark was loaded, God fastened d)wn

the door;

But when tbe Ark was landed, and sll the worldly
crew,

Went forth in peace and grandear, to fill the earth
anew.

We read that Noah, that good old moralest monk,

Soon planted him a vinyard, and got most besstly
drunk,

Now God as if discouraged, with Noah and his sins,

The heirt of man is deceitful above all earthly thiogs.

Aud ia his cogitations, He tried another plan,

By which to bring salvation to His fellow creature
man,

A ghost shall over-shadow, a virgin bear a chi‘d,

His name shall be called Jesus, the pure and unde-
filed.

About the time appintel, Jesus had his birth,

To whom all power was given, in heaven -and on
earth, i

A faithful, hcnest human, who did the best he could,

To rescue man from evil,and make him wise and good.

He give men good examples, and precepts pure and
true,

And made Himself a martyr, "t wasall that he cou'd do,

But when they say that Jesus, hath died for you and
me,

And bore mankind’s transgressions, Himself upon the
tree.

And made propitiation with His own precious blood,

Where as mankind was pardoned, should turn from
sin to God,

We simply ask the question, why evil yet prevails,

And why it is that Jesus, in all his efforts fails ?

‘With all the host of preachers, who preach, and sing,
aud pray,

The millions o° prayers and sermons, down to the
present day,

All, all have thus been trying, this eighteen hundred
years,

And countless milliens dying in gloomy doubts and
fears.

The only true salvation in each one’s bosom lies,

It rests in shunning evil, and being good and wise,

And never trust to Jesus, or any other man,

But seek the fruits of knowledge, and do the best you
can.

P o0e -

A PLACE FOR WOMAN.

Nature never commits any blanders, and
when it was discovered that it would be neces-
sary for the happiness of man that he have a
companion, one was provided, whether through
the orders of creation or evolution it is not our
purpose at this time to consider; yet we have
very little faith in womaun being created from
the rib of man, that would be a miracle, and
nature works no miracles, but carries on her
government by due process of laws, but we
find male and female among every species of
living things, and in no case but that of man
is there any reference to the female being an
after consideration. We aflirm that woman 1s as
traly eutitled to the honour of being called the
queen of oreation, as man is to be called the
lord of creation, before the law they are equally
responsible. -

Whether it was intended that woman should
have any legitimate sphere in the world, above
that of an inferior is to some extent still a
mooted question, aud ouly by the evolution of
thought will she ever acquire her true position
in life.

For the past quarter of a century, there has
been a8 movement in this direction, but a relig-
ious prejudice interposes its objections, and the
majority of men have not the moral courage to
rise above this elcment in eociety, and declare
theimselves in favor of equal rights 1o all. When
received in its true sense, man alone constitutes
but one half of the world, and there can be no
such thing as an perfected state of society, un-
til woman stands by his side as his equal, and
has a voicein the affairs of government. Every
person living under legal enactments, amenable
to them, and baving attained mature age, has
a legal right to say who shall be chosen to
enact laws forthem. That womanhas no voice
in goverLmental affairs is one reason why so
much crime exists, being compelled to occupy
a menial position, that alone stamps her off-
spring with her own feeliugs of dcpendence,
and dependence in a man leads to indoleunce, if
not to imbecility and crime, ‘

The political world does not differ essentially
from the religious world, but one is an out-
growth from the other. The laws of Moses
are ocarried forward in both departments aud
form the basis of universal law to day; Moses
said “God inspired him to write, that an eye
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, was the true
aim of justice, and he that sheds man’s blood,
by man shall his blood be shed.” There is no
provision made whereby the antecedents of a
oriminal may be enquired into, uuless it be in
cases of insanity. Many of the oriminals of
to-day are as irresponsible for their acts, as if
they were actually ineane; and the same is true

of thieves and liars, some children are born

thieves, others are born liars, it may be that
their mothers were under the necessity of
stealing in order to obtain what were her rights,
and when questioned added falsehood to theft,
and in after years these traits of character
manifest themselves in the children born to
them, but in a sense of strict justice who is to
blame ? We contend, the one who compelled
the mother to steal, and not the woman. It is
customary for men when considering this sub-
ject to go back and resurrect that old Bibical
story of the Garden of Eden, and plead that
woman is at the foundation of all wrong, but
something more rational as moral causes will
have to be invented, for the world is growing
away from these old mysteries; the light
of science and truth is clearing away the mists
of past ages, and as a natural result, the men
of this century are starting anew in the journey
of life. and upon a higher plane of mental un-
foldment.

The agitation for reform iu behalf of
woinan, does not antedate the inauguration of
modern spiritualism, iu fact they seem to have
been born about the same time, and bear a
close relationship to each other, it is well known
that one of the objects of spiritualism is to re-
move the shackles from the religious convie-
tions of mankind, making them feel free to
look upon the beauties of nature as the works
of an Infinite power, designed for their benefit
and eduoation, and leading thewmn to feel their
sonship with the Father. But has not woman
as keen a sense of the beautiful in nature as
man, is she not equally as susceptible toinfluence
from them as man? is she not more so, has she
not equally the same rights to freedom in
thought as her brother man? has she not the
same right to give expression to her thoughts,
and in all cases carry out the life plans nature
has devised for her, without feeling that she
is trespessing upon the righis and privileges
of others. Is there any law only that born of
prejudice and religions anarchy which makes
a distinction between the mental rights of dif-
ferent sexes? We regard an intelhgent woman
as capable and as competent to master the
political problems of the times, and to carry
forward measures of reform, and mect the op-
posing elements which have to be met as inan
can be, only give her a chance.

Has woman a place in the polivical ficld? we
answer she has, if not, by whom and by what
authority has she been deprived of this right?
Is it by her own self, or by man, and if by man
only, then we ask by what authority has‘he
assumed to legislate for her; unless we go to
the Bible we shall look in vain for any author-
ity upon this matter, we continue that what-
ever affects the home reaches the heart of
woman, and ‘here is woman’s kingdom, there
she reigns a queen, and from the home circle
go forth the influences which mould the lives
and character of the world’s most renowned
statesmen; but there she can only work in pri-
vate. She is not permitted to appear before the
world and give her views in regard to laws
being enacted, she is virtually a slave. If she
enjoys a limited amount of freedom, she is not
sure but whatever is hers to-day, may be taken
from her tomorrow, she has no direct yoice in

the matter. Is it to be sapposed that if the
Bible had not oconsigned her to a subordinate
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position, that the law making powers would
have placed a ban npon her and bia her be
silent? If the disfranchisement of woman only
affected hér temporay welfare, and was for the
purpose ot shielding her from the associations
of the rougher element in society, it might be
tolerated, but she is not protected from them,
but is by the necessities ot the case forced to
meet these same elements on the streets, in
public halls, and not uofrequently in places of
worship. The protection offered her is no pro-
teotion at all, unless one of the opposite sex be
present with her.

This brings us to consider what the Bible
has done for woman. In no place does it recog-
nize her a3 the equal of man, but in all cases
she is accorded an inferior position, and yet
we are told that the Bible was given to man-
kind by a God of Justice, in whom theie can
be no wrong conceived or injustice done.
This alone furnishes all the proof nesessary to
refute the claims set up for the book. If
woman were soulless then we might accept the
Bible as authority, but she has a soul as well
man. She has faculties and is as competent to
use them a¢ man, she reasons as logically as
man, she fecls as keenly as man, and as a rule
has a firmer spiritual organization than man,
Then we ask in what respect is she his inferior.

When we enter the Church we find woman
the projector and principal worker in works
of charity. Without her there would be no es-
tablishedChurch. The whole christian stractare
rests for membership and largely for support
upon woman, and yet she will sit and listen
complacently to the reputed dictations of Paul
and she accepts it a8 a divine command. It is
only in the spiritual ranks that woman is ac-
knowledged as the equal with man, Before the
advent of modernspiritualism it was considered
a disgrace for woman to appear on the lecture
rostrum, in class meetings she might tell what
the Lord had done for her soul, but she could
not tell thisin public for fear of insult, not only
from those who might listen to her, but from
members of her own family. The gifis nature
had bestowed upon her she was compelled to
bury, and yet according to the Bible she must
same day give an account of her stewardship.
If the judge before whom she is to app:ar is as
relentless as he is depicted what chance has
she forsalvation. Will pleading the customs of
society avail her ? hardly, she must stand con-
demed and we ask where the justice in ber case
is to be found?

It is not alone for the ballot that we con-
tend, there are other and more important mat-
ters to be considered, but when woman has the
ballot she can legislate for herself. Then dens
of iofamy will not mar the beauty of every
¢ity in the world; then man will be held ac-
countable for the part he takes in fllling these
dens ot infamy with innocent trusting women.
Rum will not rule the political world then as
it does now. Every drunkard had a wife, sis-
ter or mother, and as there beatsin the breast of
every woimnan a feeling for the fallen unknown
to man, then provision would be made where-
by the unfortunate ones could be cared for.
The place for woman is in all fields of reform.
Her influence is far more effective than the in-
fluence of man; it is the little things in life
which make up the whole, but woman must be

given opportunities to act, and be regarded as
one of the factors in the field of reform.

Thus far we have considered this subject
upon a material basis, we now propose to take
up the spiritual side of the question and show
that the evils complained of do not end with
the present existence, but the effects produced
by them, reach beyond the material environ-
ments of life, and take from her the measure
of happiness and usefulness which should be-
long to her as an immortal soul. It shounld be
remembered that whatever contracts the use-
fulness of a person in one sphere of life, leaves
its impress upon that person for a long time
after the mortal has been laid aside, personal
responsibility is the result of growth, and it is
just as impossible for a tree to bear frait im-
mediately after being transplanted into differ-
ent soil, a8 it is for & human being to become
an aotive worker in spifit life, with the in-
fluences of servility weighing them down, it
requires time for the necessary changes to be
wrought out, and a new start given.

The natural conditions in spirit life are those
of equality according to ability and capaoity,
and a person accustomed to think and act in-
dependently as a mortal, will upon entering
spirit lite feel that that they have something
to do, and will set to woik to doit. The field
of labor for woman in spirit life is fully as
broad as that of the opposite sex; the thous-
ands of children who pass yearly from one
sphere of life to amother, and the spirit child
feels a8 keenly the want of a mother’s sym-
pathy as though it had remained with its
earthly parents, gives to woman an opportunity
to develop the fine powers of her soul, but in
many States of the Union woman has not the
right to say wnat shail be done with her own
child. All authority rests in the man. Many of
the most earnest and influential "workers in
spirit life are woman, but it has taken a long
time to development them up to that standard.
The only exceptions are those who were eman-
cipated through' the knowledge imparted to
them through the ministrations of spirits.

In spirit ife woman is recognized as an cqua!
according to che abilities manifest. As teacher
of the young she is eminently fitted for her
work, but the reeds of despondency sown in
early childhood must be first removed. If any
oue will note the published accounts ot returning
spirits, they will find that the account in num-
bers ia largely in favor of woman, and we ask
why this is80? Isis not on account of her
strong deeire to benefit humanity? What we
ask would be heaven with woman occupying
the same position she does in the material
world, compelled to ask for permission to con-
trol a medium, and liable to be refused if her
spirit lord did not think it expedient? Happily
such conditions do not oltaim in spirit life,
Mothers and many of them who sit in abject
silence and listen to the old ideas of the infirm-
ity of woman, are indebted to their spirit sisters
for the care and education of their children,
Jabor performed without any hope of pecunary
reward, yet years are spent in training these
little travellers to know their own parents, and
to assist in recliming them when the change
in conditions occur. Is she not performing an-

gelic work, and when she through mediums
tells you of what she has done, and what she

hopes to do, is she not entitled to the same
cousidertion as if the same should be said of
or by the opposite sex?

But is it not strange that woman must leave
one sphere of life before she can find her proper
place in the domain ot humanity, but who is
it that has robbed her of her inheritence ? if
not the créeds and by-laws of Churches framed
by men living at a time when might made
right, but is it just that such a state of affairs
should continue, if so, then of what value are
your schools ot education? If they are not soul
elevating then the sooner they are blotted out
the better for the world at large.

It has been stated frequently that in regard
to natural affairs the reform measures adopted,
are largely through the agency of spirit inter-
ference, but in every case the voice of woman
is heard, she is a8 much a participator in spirit
councils, as male spirits are. The question of
sex is never raised in spirit life; an idea, or
thoughts expressed is considered regardless of
where it emanates from, the only question
raised is, is the thought or idea of value to
mankind, and it seems to us that this should
be the true basis for all to build upon. Some
of the clergy whether honestly or otherwise
still contend that the place for woman is at
home with their families, if they would such
men a8 Dr. Dix would have the pleasure of
speaking to empty pews. We regard it as an
insult to the female sex, to have men continually
telling them where their place is. I they do
not possces intelligence enough to know this
for themselves, it is time they sought For in-
formation where it could be found, and from
some other sources than the Church, but so
long as she will tind men willing to keep her
there, let her demand recognition, and it will
be granted, the political world is ready to
award her a place in the ficld of action, but
the Church says, no, and the Church rules the
state, and will so long as woman will submit to
be ruled,

Centuries have passed since I, a poor, but so
far as I was able tobe, a thorough medium. A
small sketch of my life still exists, and is read
and sometimes a tear falls as the recital of in-
dignities heaped upon me is recounted, but
those things only affected the natural body,
the hate and malice of man can go no further,
and I am thaokful that my spirit sull lives,
and that I can assist in leading the forces of
the spirit in their endeavor to clevate the con-
dition of my sisters and carry the world on-
ward and upward in the great contest for free-
dom and jnstice, nor do 1 care to have another
take my place. From the stake my spirit ascend-
ed to the ones who gave me encouragament
and confidence in hours of despondency; I hear
their voices even now saying, “lead on, and
the victory shall be ours.” The powers which
triumphed over my physical body, can not
silence me now, they won a temporary victory
but we shall win a permanent one. I am not
alone'-now and I see that there still remains a
little of the same bigotry which was triumphant
then; sister women learn what you are, and
dare mantian your place in the family of our
God. Joan or Agc.
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ANGEL ISLE.

Angel Isle of the beautiful sea!
Dear land where the weary are free!
In my epirit’s sweet visions of thee,
The home of immortals I see.

0, thou art the Isle of the blest,

Where mortal feet never have pressed;
Where mortal eye never may see,—
Sweet home of infinity!

Thy shores are laved in gold

That sweeps from the depths of the eea;
With corals and shells untold,

Aund pearls from the beautiful sea.

Thy mountains majestic and grand,
Tower high above lakelet and lea;
Thy rivers and forests and strands
Are enelasped by the beautiful sea.

In tby rocky dells are shining beds

Of moss and “maiden hair ;"

And nodding cupsof blooming flowers
Are ever trembling there.

In thy forests green are flowers rare
And ivy twines each tree ;

And palest lillies pure and fair,
Breathe incense to the sea.

O fairest flelds of clover sweet,

O ever blooming tree,

O buds that ever breathe perfume
In the Island of the Sea.

O castle halls remote and grim
That overlook the sea;

O mansions beautiful and grand
That smile upon the lea;—

In fairest dreams and visions bright
My spirit goes to thee;

And roams amid thy beauties rare,
O Island of the Sea!

"Tis there we'll find the loved and lost
We missed so long ago; ’

Beyond the reach of autumn’s frost,
Or winter’s breath of snow.

For to thy shores perrennial youth
Has set his shining sail;

While gentle words of love and truth
Float back on every gale.

And promise bring of brighter days
In that glorious ‘‘yet to be;”
When we ghall learn the Father’s ways

In that Island of the Sea.
Mgrs. L E. Woon.

T0O THE COWSLIP.

Where the meadows bare are seen,
Dappled with thy tufts of green,
Opening your tender eyes

Ever upward to the skie:;

Little cowslip, brave and true,

1 will always welcome you.

Where the shallows lie tbe deepest,

There you bud and bloom the sweetest,
Tossing to the breezy sir

All {our wealth of golden hair;

Little cowslip, brieht and free,

I will gladly welcome thee. N

Where you peer yc ur yellow heads,

In among tbe mairshy beds,

Following the brooklet down,

Almost to the busy town;

Little fiower of sunny hue,

1 will surely welcome you.
DavLTox, May 11, 1879.

The Free Church congregation at Cree-
bridge, in the Highlands of Scotland, has been
n a state of great excitement over a change
of posture in prayer. Tbe protesting elders
demanded of the minister and his party any
evidence that our Lord or his apostles ever sat
at prayer, and deoclared if the elements of cora-
munion were offered while the state of ferment
continued they would be thrown into the elder’s
face. Aund yet these men fight rituglism as an
juvention of the “Scarlet Woman,”

M.

Dangitors, Wives Mothers!

R. J. B. MARCHISI,
UTICA.N. Y.,
Discoverer of DR, MAR

UTERINE CATHOLICON,

A POSITIVE CURE FOR FEMALE COMPLAINTS.

This remedy will act in harmony with the Fe.
malesystem at all times, and also fmmmediately
uFon the abdominal and uterine muscles, and re-
store thera to a healthy and strong condition,

Dr. Marchisi’s Uterine Catholicon will cure fall.
ing of the womb, Lucorrheea, Chironic Inflamma-
tion and Ulceration of the_Womb, Incidenta
Bemorrhage or Flooding, Painful, Suppressce
and Irregular Menstruation, Kidney Complaint,
and is especially adapted to the Change of Life,
Send for pamphlei free, All letters of inquiry
{reellg answered, Address as nbove,

O 8

ALE BY ALIL, DRUGRISTS.
Price 81.50 per bottle. Be sure and ask for
Dr. Marchisi’s Uterfne Catholicon. Take no other.

We continue to
j actassolicitorsfor
[ patents, caveuts.
: 1rado-marks, copyrights, cte.. for
the United States. and to obtain pat-
ents in Canada, England, France,
8 Germany, and all other conntriea.
il Thirtyesix years’ practice. No
charga for examination of modeis or draw-
i \1vice hy mail free,

< obtained through ne are noticed n
the SCIFENTIFIC AMERICAN, which bus
the largest cirenlation, and is the most rutiu-
entin! newspaper of its kind published iu the
world, The nvaxtugee of such a rotice nvery
patenten understands.

Thixivrge und splendidly illusirated wowa-
paperis published WEERTLY at 3,201 year,
and ivn Fmitted to he the liest puper devoted

to science. mechanies, inveutions, cugineerin
works, aud other devarnnents of industria
progress, published iu any country. Single
copies by muail, 19 cents. Sold by oll news-
dealers. .
Address, Mnou & Co., publishers of Seien-
‘fic American, 261 Broadway, New York.
Handbook about patents mailed tree.

'BRUNSWICK

Electro-Magnetic and Medical

SANITARIUM,

The most complete institution of the kind in the
United States, for the Treatment and
Cure of all

CHRONIC AND AERVOUS DISEASES

Open for the reception of (Guests and Patients

JULY 135, 1882,

§F" Send for Circular and References. Address
Drs. HOFFMAM & PALMER,
jy's2 1y WATERVILLE, One:da County, N. Y.

w | SI not lmprove their opportunities remain
in poverty. We offer a great chance to
make money. We want many men, women, hoye and girls to
work for us right in their own localties. Any one can do the
work properly from the firet start. The business will pay more
than ten times ordinary wages. Expensive outfit furnished free.
No one who eng falls to make money rapidly. You can de-
vote your whole time to the work. or only your spare moments.

rantion and all that is needed sent free. Addrees
Full afor A7INsON & €., Portland, Matne,

people are always ou the lookout for
chances to increase their earnings, and
in time become wealthy ; thoxe who do

$850 Square Grand Piano for only $245.
PIANOSTYLE 3% 5‘5:%‘;’%%%‘:.223?%‘;:’3:5:?";’:%

Octaves, full patent cantante agraffes,onr uew patent overstrung
scale, beautiful carved legs and lyc», heavy serpentine and lsrge
fancy moulding, full iron frame, French Grand Action, Grand
Hammers, in fact, every improvement which can in any way tend
to the perfection of the instrament, has been added,

%" Our price for this instrument, boxed and de~
li;:red %n boar:l clar- at vew fork, with flae
ano Cover, Ntoo
and Hook, ’only Roduced from our late
wholesale factory price, $295, for 60 days only, to have this
beautiful Piano “introduced. This is now, by far, the graatest
bargain ever offered the musical public. Unprecedented snceesa!
Tremeudous demand for this style! Order at once.
This Piano will be sen* on 15 days test trial. Please send refer-
ence if you do not send money with order. Cash sent with order
wiil be refunded and freight charges paid by us both ways if

Piano is not just as represented. Several other special b ins:
Pianos, $160° up. Over 15,000 in use, and not one dissatisfied
purchaser. Handsome Illustrated Catalogue, mailed free, giving

the highest testimonials ever awarded any manufacturer. Every
Piano fully warranted for 3 years.

SHEET MUSIO Y price. Oatalogue of 8,000 cholce pieces
sent for 3¢c. alamp.

MENDELSSOHN PIANO 00.. Box 820 N Y.
not, life s sweeping by, go and dare be
fore you die, fomething mighty and sad
lime leave behind to conquer time.'*
866 a week in your own town. $§5 ont-

- fit free. No rick. Everything new.

Capital not required. We will furnieh you everything. Many

are making fortunes. Ladies make as much as men, and hoye

and girls make great pay. Reader, If you want business at which
yon can make great pay all the time, write for particulars to

1. HaLLETT & Co., P rtland, Maine

EARS FOR THE MILLION!
Foo Choo's Balsam of Shark's (il

Positively Restores the Hearing, and is the only
Absolute Cure for Deafness Known.

Thts Oil is abstracted from peculiar svecies of small White
Shark, caugbt in the Yellow Ses, known as CAROHARODON
RoNDELETTT Every Jhinese flsherman kmows it. Its virtues
as & restorative of hearing were discovered by a Buddhist Priest.
about the year 1410. Its cures were so numerous and meny 8o
seemingly miracualous, that the remedy was officially pro-
claimed over the entire Empire, Its uses became so universal
that for ove 300 years mo Deatness has existed
among the Chinese people. Sent charges prepaid, to
any addrees at $1.00 per bottle.

Hear What the Deaf Say!

head and hear mach better.

{t has performed a miracle in my

I bave no unearthly noises in my

T have been greatly benefitted.

My deafuess helped a great deal—think another bottle will cura
wme.

¢¢ Its virtnes are UNQUESTIONABLE and it8 CURATIVE CHARACTEBR
ABSOLUTE, A8 THE WRITER CAN PERSONALLY TESTIFY, BOTH FRON
EXPERIENC® AND OBSERVATION. Write at once to HavLock &
JENNEY, 7 Dey Street, New York, enclosing $1.00, and vou will
receive by retarn a remedy that will euable you to hear like any-
body else, and whose curative effects will be permanent, You will
never regret. doing 8o "—EDITOR OF MERCANTILE REVIEW.

&~ To avoid loss in the Mails, please send money by Reets-
TER®D LETTER.

Only Imported by HAYLOCK & JENNEY,
(Late HaYLOCK & CoO))

SOLE AGENTE FOR AMERICA. 7 Dey 8t., New York.

THOS. H. FLOYD,
Book, Job & Newspaper
PRINTER,

Corner Broad & John Sts

Opposite Government Building,

UTICA, N. Y,
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