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THE DYING BUDDHIST'S HYMN.
I go to Him in whom all is,
The self existent Perfectness ;
Who knows not of finality,
The only Being that can be ;
Who, without motion can create,
A world whose cup is brimming high
With will, and self, and blasphemy.
Unto the All be honor given,—
I shall not see Him, even in Heaven ;
The outline of Infinity,
The substance of Divinity,
Oreated spirit may not grasp :
Oaly by faith His knees I clasp,
My little rill draws near the sea,
Source of my soul, I come to thee.

SOMETIME.
Sowmetimo, when all life’s lessons have been learned,
And sun and stars forever shall have set,
The thing: which our weak judgment here have
spurned,
The things o’er which we grieved with lashes wet,
‘Will flash before us, out of life's dark night,
As stars shine most in deeper tiots of blue ;
And we shall see how all God's plans were right,
And how what seemed reproof was love most true.
And we shall see how, when we frown and sigh,
God’s plans go on as best for you and me ;
How, when we called, He heeded not our cry,
Because His wisdom to the end could see,
And even as prudent parents disallow
Too much of sweet to craving babyhood,
8o God, perhaps, is keeping from us now
Life's sweetest things because it seemeth good.
And if, sometimes, commingling with life’s wine,
We find the wormword, and rebel and shrink,
Be sure a wiser hand than yours or mine
Pours out this portion for our lips to drink.
And if some friend we love is lying low,
Where human kisses cannot reach his face,
Oh, do not blame the loving Father so,
But wear your sorrow with obedient grace !
And you shall shortly know that lengthened breath
Is not the sweetest gift God sends His friend,
And that sometimes the sable pall of death
Conceals the fairest bloom His love can send,
.If we could push afarthe gates of life,
And stand within, and all God’s working see,
We could interpret all this doubt and strife,
And for each mystery could find a key.
But not today. Then be content, poor heart !
God's plans, like lilies, pure and white unfold ;
‘We must not tear the close shut leaves apart;
Time will reveal the calyxes of gold.
And if, through patient toil we reach the land
‘Where weary feet, with sandals loose, may rest,
When we shall clearly know and understand,
I think that we will say, ‘‘God knows the best,”

Ga. A reader of the OLive BraNcH sent it to
us, asking our opinion upon it. We shall in
as brief a manner as possible, do as our friend
requesated ; not that we seek controversy, but
we think the gentleman has not the right view
of things, as he considers faith to be the key
which shall unlock the doors of heaven in the
human soul.. His text was taken from the 7th
verse, 5th chapter, II Cor.—We walk by faith,
not by sight. And he proceeded to indicate
his position in the following manner:

All men live by faith. Our lives are directed and
controlled by our faith in what is probable. Without
faith, there would have been no Egyptian pyramids
no temple at Jerusalem, no Waterloo. Columbus
could have not discovered America without faith. A
mere unbeliever has never done anytbing great or
vaulable. Unbelief is destructive ; faith is constryet-
ive, creative, one of. the mightiest forces, if not the
mightiest forre, in human life and history. The farm-
er is a man of faith, so also the mariner. Hs ventures
upon & trackless sea with no star to guide, and yet he
koows no fear. Wheu “‘the last blue hill has dipped
beneath the wave,” and his ship is alone on a wild
sea, he is calm and confident ; he has faith in the nee-
dle, It will guide him right.

Go to the counting room of the merchant, and ask
him to demonstrate to you by logic that he will be
successful in business ; ask him for a philosophical
proof of it ; and he will pity you. You will deserve
pity. .

All men, then, live by faith. Paul said: “We walk
by faith and not by sight. ” And again, ‘The just

| shall live by faith.” He meant that christian faith,

whatever that may be, was that which made his life
what it was, that gave color to all his experience,
that g&ve direction to his life, and furnished the mo-
tive power of his actions.

It will be seen, that according to the position
assumed, man would pe nothing without faith.
But is it trne? What is faith that it should be
regarded as such aun all important factorin hu.
man life? We find the following to be the
definition of faith as laid down in our standard
authorities. “1st, The assent of the mind to the
trath of a proposition advanced by another ;
belief, & probable evidence. In theology, the as-
sent of the mind or understanding to the truths
of what God has revealed to us.” Take the
first sentence quoted and we find faith, to be the
yielding of individual opinion, no matter how
well grounded that opinion may be, and in its
place accopt the opinion of another ; which for
aught that is known, may be only an indiyidual
opinion after all, The gentleman neglected to

fortafy his position, and hence it appears the

cash or its equivalent, and if he can do neither,
than his cellar will not be filled; no matter
how strong his faith may be. Our lives are
controlled by circumstances and conditious,
faith has nothing to do in the matter. Faith
never raised a straw in the construction of the
pyramids, it required wisdom and genius and
sufficient time to complete the work. We read
that at the building of the temple at Jerusalem,
there were employed “three grand masters,three
thousand and three hundred overseers of the
work ; eighty thousand fellow crafts, and seven-
ty thousand bearers of burdens ; and all these
were classed an:i arranged in such a maoner
by the wisdom of Solomon, that neither envy,
discord, nor confusion was suffered to interrapt
or distract the peace and goodfellowship which
prevailed among the workmen.”

There is not once an allusion to faith, and
the place we find for the exercise of this faculty,
is in believing the narrative at all. From the
account given of the building of the temple, it
was planned by skilled architeots, and the work
performed according to designs, It is claimed
for 8olomon, that God granted him wisdom
sarpassing any other human being living, and
1a the account referred to, it says that these
thousands of workmen were classed, and the
arrangements by which they proseeuted their
labors were so arranged by the wisdom of Sol-
omon, that there was no discord. Not a word
about faith; like the pyramids, it was the tri-
umph of genius aided by the muscle of those
employed.

This is the first instance in which we ever
heard of a battle being won by faith. We
are inolined to the opinion that it was the un-
deniable pluck of the English army, and the
demoralization of the French, at the arrival
of Blucher ; had not the English army been
reinforced, thereis no doubt but that the French
would have won the battle. A general to be
sucoessful, must needs have the confidence of
bis men ; but we find a difference in the inter-
pretations givenof confidence from what is
given to faith. Coafidence is a trusting or re-
liance j an assurance of mind or firm belief in
the integrity, stability, or varacity of another,
or in the truth and reality of a fact. Fromlong
experience these armies had bailt up their con-
fidenoe in the genius of their commander, and
this confidence made them almost_invincible
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“A man unbelieving, has never done any-
thing great or valuable.” We suppose the gen-
tleman would class such men asThomas Paine,
Thos. Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin as un-
believers, because they did not have any faith
in what some are pleased to call the Bible, an
infallible)book ; and yet those men gave to us
the copstitation under which we live, and which
grants to each man, woman and child, perfect
freedom in their religious convictions. We think
they have done what few, if any others ocould
have done. And their names are held in rever-
ence by all, excepting a few Christian families,
who see no good in anyone, or in any system
unlees labeled Christian,

Unbelief, he says, is destructive. Let us ask
in what respect? Are not unbelievers, as they
are called, as deeply enlisted in the welfare of
the country as believers? Do they not con-
tribute equally in comparison to their means;
are they not honored members in society ? Do
they not provide for their families ? In what
respect are they destructive, and in what re-
spect is faith constructive and creative? The
gentleman no doubt, goes to the Bible instead
of the dictionary for hisinterpretations. Walk-
ing by faith, we consider, walking in the dark ;
for ignoring, as he does any use of man’s rea-
soning powers, he is left to feel his way and is
in danger of stumbling at every step. Hope
might buoy up the traveler to eternity; hope
might kindle a light in the soul that will enable
bim to surmount difficulties, but faith alone
cannot satisfy the longings of the human mind.
We must do as Paul advised, to add to our
faith, knowledge; then we shafl not any longer
walk by faith but shall know the way, and can
feel our way in confidence. The farmer is not
a man of faith, but a man of work, if possess-
ing ordinary intelligence; he will not expect to
reap where he has not sown. He knows that
conditions must be complied with, he must
plough the soil, and plant the soil, and he
knows from experience that nature will do the
rest. Let this gentleman put his faith to a
test ; let him refuse to do his part in preparing
his sermon for the coming Sunday, and see
whether his faith in what is called the provi-
dence of God, will produce a page of manu.
script. We think that he will find only a pile
of blank paper left on his table.

Neither is the mariner a man of faith; his
compase is a piece of mechanical work, and so
long a8 it is kept in repair it can be trusted;
but suppose an enemy were to place a magnet
in close proximity to it, how long could he
steer his vessel by it ; no matter how strong his
faith may be in the mechanism of the instru-
ment, he would invariably be led astray. The
mariner trusts the mechanio and not his faith
in God. “Go to the counting room of the
merchant, and ask him to demonstrate to you
by logic that he will be successful.” Let us
go then and see what we shall find : ask the
merchant whether he expects to succeed in the
coming year, and he will answer yes ; you ask
him for his reason for so thinking—you do not
ask him anything about faith, you must come
now to reason, He will tell you why he feels
sare of success ; he will tell you his experience
in the past ; and he wili give you figures to
prove why heis so confident ; reason and ex-
perience have taught him that he must know

who he is going to sell to, and he will consult
the commercial reports of the country, and if
he is still doubtful, he will demand a statement
from his customer, before he will deliver his
goods to him, The successful merchant or man-
afacturer does not sell his goods upon faith, he
trusts his knowledge, he watches the fluctua-
tions of the market and governs himself acoord-
ingly. Man canvot live by faith in the state
of New York, and we question whether, it can
be done in the state of Georgia. ~We agree
with the Rev. gentleman in what he says about
Chrisiian faith; as he seems unable to define it,
we are equally ignorant in the matter, and will
therefore leave it for someone more deeply
learned in those things.

Lot us énquire what Paul means by faitA.

1. Not knowledge. If he had meant that ; he could
not have said we walk not by sight, Some seem to
overlook this fundamental conception of the christian
life. 'We may accept all the conclusions concerning
the mutability of the first great cause or power, to
which some bring us by the resistless formula of logic;
and yet the basis of christian life will be unchanged;
the brightness of christian hope will be undimmed.
The most devout christian may join with the con-
firmed skeptic in the inquiry, “Who by searching
can find out the Almighty to perfection ?” “The
world by wisdom knew not God ;” that is, no one, by
the processes which man has devised, can find out
God.

2. This faith is not the same thing as the assent of
the intellect to the truth. “With the heart man be-
lieveth unto righteousness.” This is clearly shown
in Christ's prayer for Peter : ‘I have prayed for thee
that thy faith fail not.” If this faith were only a
persuasion of the truth of certain propositions, it
could only be tried by opposing arguments. No ar
guments addressed {o the intellect, would try Peter’s
faith. It was not that. The Shepherd was to be
sgitten, and all the sheep were to be sacattered : but
how could thas affect therdevisions ef-his-judgment?t
How could that alter the conclusions of a remorse-
less logic? Galileo’s opinions were not changed by
persecution.

The greatest obstacle in the way of human
progress, is in attempting to conform our lives
to the positions assumed by others. Now Paul
was only a man like other men, subject to the
influence of circumstances and conditions, and
should not bein any sense considered infallible.
There is no evidence on record that he was an
oracle of an Infinite God ; but simply a man,
with his prejudices, his likes and dislikes. What
we have to deal with is the present. We have
men to-day fully as qualifled to give advice in
moral and religious matters as Paul was in his
time ; and therefore we objeot to this idea of
counting ourselves as naught, and disregarding
the teachings and admonitions of our own rea-
son and judgment, and gccepting Paul’s or any
other man’s instead, Paul’s meaning of faith is
not knowledge; then why does he say, add to
your faith knowledge ; if faith was sufficient
in and tor all things and conditions. “Who by
searching can find out God to perfection.” No
one, for no one can conceive what perfection
is. But no one is debarred from attemping to
find out what God is ; it is not a very difficult
task to find out what the God of the Bible was
in the past, if the Old Testament is his record
of himself. We don’t want to know any more
about him than we do at present, but if he has
changed his purposes and become more hu-
mane, then we should like to know more of him,
and hope to do so. Bat 'if unchangeable -in

the beginning;as a God, he must be unchange-

able still, and if that be true, then our time
can be more profitably spent in attempting to
find out something about that other Ged, the
God whose smile lights up the whole universe,
and whose soul is in sympathy with the small-
est of his children. By studying natare, we
can learn of God, for nature is the manifes-
tation of God in matter ; and we can by study-
ing into spiritual matters, find God manifestin
the spirit of humanity; and the more we learn
of those things the more we shall know of
God. But as man is finite he can’ only know
in part; but if diligent he may know more of
God to-morrow than he does to-day. Such are
the teachings of Spiritualism, the teachings of
reason, and the teachings of nature. The case of
Peter is alluded to, to show that so-called faith
may fail at times. Had Peter known what was
before him, that his name would be honored by
the ages to come, he would not have proved
himself a coward at the time when his friend-
ship was most needed ; had Jesus appealed to
Peter’s reason, we believe different results
would have followed ; but Peter was a doubter,
and no matter how firmly grounded his faith
might be at times,jhe was never sure that Jesus
was what he claimed to be.

Galileo’s opinions were not founded upom
faith, but upon actual demonstration, and
through forced by christian bigotry to recant,
he said nevertheless the world moves; he knew
it and sealed his knowledge with his blood.

4. What Paul meant, and what we mean by faith,
is such an acceptance of the doctrines, the threaten-
ings, the promises of the Bible as will lead us tolive
the beautiful, holy life of the christian—a life like
that of Paul and that of Christ himself.

If there be no other incentive to a pure and

 hoty-tifethan to esospe she

Bibje, then are we poor indeed. If the love
of the pure and good is not a sufficient induce-
ment to living pure moral lives, then the fear
of God will not change our purposes, but it
may make us hypocritical, which we find is too
often the case with Christians. We hold that
there is emough gcod to be gathered in this
world asa reward for right living. A threatened
child is not an obedieat one, because the threat
raises in him a spirit of rebellion, and when
opportunity arises this rebellious spirit will
manifest itself.

II. Now we proposs to consider the valus of falth in
the life of men.

If it will help us to live better aud happier, then
certainly it must be valuable in the highest degree.
8o deep is my own conviction of the value of faith—
christian faith—that I earnestly desire that every one
may obtain like precious faith with us through the
knowledge of God and our Savior Jesus Chrift.

2. First, then, we say that it will do you no barm
to exercise unwavering fuith in every one of those
teachings of the Bible that relate to life. This is the
very least that can besaid. -True, this argument
may be of only negative value; but it deserves con-
sideration. What harm can result trom belief in the
fatherhood of God, the divinity of Christ, the Trinity,
the immorality of the soul? We mention these only
as examples chosen from the whole body of doctrines.

Of all the teachings of the Bihle that relate to life,
that will help us to live a pure and holy life, noteach-
ing is contrary to reason: Many of these teachings
may transcend reason, but they are not contrary to
reason. Take for instance, the grand doctrine of the
incarnation of the Son of God, or if you prefer the
doctrine that Christ was born of the Virgin Mary.
That may transcend any of our experience.

Passing over the introdustory remarks under
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this heading, we will consider for a mt}men‘r
the proposition set forth as No. II, It will do yo
no harm to exercise unwavering faith in ever
one of those teachings of the Bible that relat 1
tolife.” Does not the whole book relate to life ¢
Is it not considered as the rule and guide for
our actions ; must we then accept the acocount
of creation, the fall of man , the lives of the
patriarchs as examples for us to follow, and all
become polygamists? Are we to do those
things and violate the most sacred ties of
home? Are we to acoept the story told of
Moses in his attemptsto liberate the Jews from
bondage, and how God hardened the heart of
Pharoah, so that hé would not let the children
of Israel go free ; and after turning the heart
of Pharoah, to send plagues upon the people,
and finally slay the first born of every family.
Will it not do harm to seoept as true such ab:
surdities; it will never harm a person to give
credence to a truth, no matter how unpleasant
it may be, ‘but to accept as truth a falsehood,
ora number of falsehoods, must certainly be
injurious,

We see our friend a little farther on refers
to reason ; but whet right has he to employ
reason in one case and reject it in another. If
it is right and proper to use it in one depart:
ment of life, it 18 right to use & in every de-
partment. He says, many of these teachings,
(that is Bible teachings) transcend reason, then
of what use are they, and how does the gentle-
man know that they transcend reason ? If he is
trae to the rules of life, as laid down in this
discourse, he does not know how to reagon up-
on religious matters, and he dare not do it, for
§f he did, he would find himself in conflict with

- his faith ; but be mentions something which

transcends reason, and we will agree with him,
that the incarnation or the birth of the Son of
God in the manner, as set forth in the Bible,
is too profound for the ‘most enlightened rea-
sons, and if acoepted at all, it must to by faith,
Bat faith in what? In the thing itself, or in
the account given ; it is alwiys well be define
one’s position, so that they may be undérstood.
Now this gentleman may be able through much
faith to explain to us the mystery of the trinity,
how one multiplied in itself can make three, or
two taken from one, yet leaves that one there.
‘We cannot understand 1t; there is not.lnng in
the philosophy of numbers which gives aﬂy
light upon the subjeoct.

‘d. When Paul says, we walk by faith, he means,(
among other things, that his faith is directive. That
is, change our form of words, without faith our
views of life could not be what they are with it, The
best view of life that we can have is that view which we
obtain by faith in those teachings of the Bible that re-
late to life and godlness.

Let us take a few illustrations.

Take, for fustance, our views of the nature of sin
Of course every one will admit that one’s views of |
life will be modified by his views of the néture of
gin- The supreme, all comprehendmg statement of
the evil aud the natureof sin is found in the death.
ot Christ. The Bible teaches that He died for our
sins. The son of God died. Where will you find 50|
vivid and so impreesive a statement of the evil of sia?
It is the grandest object-lesson that can be presented
to the human mind. Human language however ex-
pressive, cannot show the evil of sin as it is shown
by the sufering of the Son of God.

Is faith directive? We cannot see it in that

light; what fs called faith may be an fncentive

to the investigator in his researchies after

doubted it with equal earnestness.

knowledge and facts, but while prosecuting his
studies, ge is in a state of semi-darkness, and
if something definite be not discovered, the
whele line of investigation will be changed.

Men do not search after faith but knowledge.

Immortality bas been the all important problem
of the ages, men have believed it true, and they
The
Bible does not prove it, and faith cannot give
any positive assurance that it is a fact, because
faith is not a fact in and of itself. The spirit-
ual philosophy proves immortality to be true,
because the so-called dead return and tell us
of their homes in spirit life, and not to leave any
in the dark, they prove their identity; therefore
they who accept this philosophy no longer work
by faith but by sight; they reverse the propo-
sition made by Paul, and we ask is this sinful?
Can any one take any exception to the action
of spiritualists in this direction. Is it a sin to
make useof the faculties given us by the great
founder of our destmes. Did J esus die for
the gins of the world, is a question that is agi
tating the whole Christian world; had he not
antagonized the Jewish prlesthood we have
every reason to believe that they wouald not
have put him to deat.h Was this antagnoism
a part of God’s programme; if so then it was
not to save a world that Jesus came, but to re-
olaim the Jewish priesthood and nation—thenin
what must your faith find & resting place. Tak-
ing the life of Jesus as it is recorded in the New
Testament and we find that he was sent to the
lost sheep of the house of Isreal, and had the
lost sheep received him, all Gentile nations
would have been left outside the fold, and the
only reason why the gospel was ordered to be
preached to the Gentile nations was beoause
the Jews rejected it.. ‘If it has been of value
to the world, who should we feel most grat.efnl
to, Jesus or the Jews ? '

Take our views of the nature of holiness. No one
will deny that our views of the nature of holiness are
very important to us, when we would chose for our-
selves the standard of an ideally good and beautiful
life. What is righteousness ? What i3 holiness ?
Believe the Bible, and you will obtain the very best
answer to this question.  Holiness do¢s not consist
in the observauce of ceremonies; that is the mistake
of superstition, but}a mistake that no believer in the
Bible can make. .If is not the mere rouiine following
of rules or law—the mistake of philosophers. It is
not mere admirationr of what is fair and good. He
who believes the word of God wnll obtain a better,
bigher view of holiness than all these. The Bible
view may include all these, it includes more. It
teaches that holiness and righteousness are the re-
newal of the whole nature of man, the investure of
the sou] with the character of Christ. Surely, my
views of holiness must give directionto my life. Let
my views of holiness be defective, and my life must
be defective. Let my views of rlghtoousness be false,
and my life must be a false life. I can never be,
without faith in Christ as the great pattern, what I
oah be with faith in him: -

A noble 1ifé should - be the aim and pursait
of every one, whether identified with the church
or standmg alone; there isno mystery enstiroud-
ing the benifits which can be derived from
right living; and When we look for exalted
manhood we do not searoh the records of
church organizations, but we' take the records
(of theindividual character, the works perform.
ed, the nobility of oharacter manifested at all
times and under all- circumstances. It is not

just to judge & man by what he says when og

his knees; promises are easily made and ‘as
easily broken, a forgotten faith may lead to the
fountain bat it can go no further. Men some
times talk flippawtly about living holy lives, but
we prefer to see their holiness ‘manifested in
deeds than to hear them exalt themselves.
Words are easily spoken, deeds are difficult to
perform. but when performed they leave a last-
ing impression upon the individual, and their
influence is not lost upon the world.. Wa agree
with the gentleman that holiness or a noble
life does not oonsist in the observance of cere-
monies; then why does he praotlce what e 8o
plainly denounces. What is prayer as’ recog-
nized by the church but a ceremony that is
like “sounding brass and tinkling :cymbals,”
mere machine work. Much wordeis not evidence
‘of holiness of purpose. If men wers to reverse
the present order of things there would be a
better and more elevating standard among
men. What do men pray for; waadqm to ena-
ble them to live more in harmony with nature.
The Christian does not, he asks to be made o
soe the wickedness of the world and the per-
got his ides of & sinful world if there had been
no such statement in the Bible. Men do npt
see all things as evil, but they who qccept the
Bible as their only guide to a trye and noble
life are made to look upon sll else moludlng
man as debssed. Then holiness agoording to
the Bible consistsin wanting to get away from
the duties and responsibilities attendant upon
life here, and to be with their Lord, which they
have faith to believe is better. We prefer to
see what our friend calls holiness outwronght
in human life; we don’t want to go from this
world that we may begin to live nobly, we
have been placed here for a divine purpose agd
the best we can do is to carry out the plags
and purposes of our lives, and to do this we
should eall into action every power we possess
and not leave anything undone that would
help make the world better and Qurselves
wiser, o
False views of life lead to the founta.m from
whence these false views originated; lnatu;qlly
all things are progressive, and if a man’s relig-
ious views are not of this character then it is
safe to conclude that he has not true concep-
tions of what life is. If the highest aims of
men are to glorify God, they will soon come to
debase their own manhood. Men must bahfted
upward not by mechanical power but by their
own desires, they must learn that they are nqt
harps to be played upon by others; but each
soul is 8 keyed instrnment that can be made hy
the individual to yield the sweetest of melodlee.
We think faith or confidence in men will make
us more charitable and unselfish. The church
charges spiritualism with leading men away
from Christ; but we know no way to so ennoble
the race as to lesrn them to appregiate them-
selves. Why should the millions be stripped of
every virtue and grace, in .order to enrich:an-
other; and if God, how can men’s degradation
enrich him; if oreated in the image of: God then
the more God-like the truer to the idsal of the
orestor. , But. suppose there “had” “been
no such person a8 Jesus, is it reasons.
ble.to presume that we would havp all been
8 lot of outlaws and thieves.. .Rememi.

“ber there are nstious whd kaow not that dugh
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s man ever lived and they are the peers of
Christians; henoce it 18 not that there was such a
man as Jesus that the world has reached a high
state of civilization and menal cultivation, bat
because it is the law of evolution and progress
in man that makes the world what it ie, and
man what he is. :

‘What are some of tlie helps which Christian faith
furnishes to us in human life ?

It helps us in our fears. If Peter’s faith had not
fatled—faith in its uitimate success of goodness and
truth—he would not have cast a shade upon his life
and character by basely deserting his Master in the
time of trial. If David’s faith had not failed, he
would not have £aid : *“I shall one day perish by the
hanA of Raul ; there {8 nothing better for me than
that I should spe¢dily eecspé into the land of the
Philistines.” And into the Jand of the Philistines he
went, apd there was compelled to be falee to himeelf
~—to pl+y the role of & hypocrite—to escape detection.
I: furnishes the only antidote to the sorrow of be-
reavement. How daik and cheerless is the grave.

Does faith help our fears? Not at all, if the
testimony of the Christian is to be accepted as
evidence, we must conclude that the more de-
vout, the stronger their fears, The church
ministry teaches that to love God is to fear
him, while spiritualism teaches that to love
God is to draw all men to him; now it is im.
poesible to draw a man to what he stands in
dread of, unless it isto draw by force. Fear
always pre-supposes danger ahead, and to fear
@od is to feel that there is danger to mankind
in some form or other; and he will involuntar-
ily try to shield himself from it. Itis plainly
seen by the argument of the gentleman that
faith is transitory, it failed Peter in the hour of
trial, it made Navid a liar and a hypocrite;
when had both of them knowledge as to the
true oharacter of those they were associated
. with, they would in all probability have lived
true lives and their examples would have add-
ed largely to the test of buman character.

Faith, he says, furnishes the only antidote
to the sorrow of bereavement. Thisis a mis-
take, only knowledge can do this, and it is in
this that spiritualism proves itself of inestima-
ble value. Thereis not a believer in christian-
ity in the whole world who confine themselves
strictly to the creed and tenets of the church
that oan look at the form of a friend in its
shroud and say they know that there will be a
meeting again beyond the grave, their fear will
rob them of every hope, they do not know just
what has been the private life of their friend
and they are equally ignorant as to whether
they themselves belong to the chosen band, or
the elect. There is always a lingering doubt,
and that doubt strips from them every assur-
anoce they otherwise would bave. Only the re-
‘turning spirit can remove every doubt and the
world has progressed so far that it demdnds
knowledge regarding the condition of the dead.
Spintualism furnishes the information, and 18
therefore to be sought for by the bereaved
ones as the omly source from whence such
knowledge can be derived.

Faith in future rewards for the rightéous furnishes
_ one of the strongest motives to us to live a life of
righteousness. *‘The righteous sball shine forih a8
the sun in the kingdom of their Father;” and “They
sball reign forever and ever.” Who does not see that

it our faith be strong enough to make these promises
real to us, we shall have stronger moiivés to right-
- eousness than we can have without this faith® Faith
_makes for us a map of the heavenly land, ehows us

4 omiling valleys, brings us into the presence of ite

Lonrd, opens our ears and makes us hear the tramp of
feet along the strects of gold in its ce'e:tial city, re
veals to us a great mulii'ude of redeemed raints—
amorg them some that we have loved on earth. O
blesced fuith! With it, Moses ‘‘endured as seciog
him who is invigible;” by it millions have lived a¢
“strangers and pilarims on tbe earth,” and found all
life exalted by their title to citizenship in the heave ne.
We hold that there is enough in this life
even If there were no future as an incentive to
right living, if the only object in life 18 to seek
some reward for every act we do, then are we
beggars and mendicants and not worthy of the
consideration of God and man; not to say any-
thing about being recognized by one we regard
as infinitely pure and holy. Every aotis accom-
panied with its own reward. If we give to the
needy we are repaid for the act by seeing the
gratitude manifested 1n the eyes of the recipi-
ent of our bounty, and we prefer present re-
wards to future promises, and we have no right
to ask anyone to give us what we have not
earned; if we want to hear the welcome words,
“come up higher,” we must make ourselves
worthy of being called higher by doing our
whole duty to our fellow men. We have no
desire to reign as princes in .the kingdom of
heaven; the majority of us will never get half
through our work here and must finish ‘that
work after passing to spirit life. Men may
speculate as to what the future is or may be.
They may picture & country bestrewn with
rarest flowers, and bands of angelic musicians
playing on harps of gold, but if there is not
masic in the soul, they would not enjoy the
entertainment. Men may in moments of exal-
tation imagine a city beautifal beyond descrip-
tion, but what are all these fancies, if not real.
IIL  You eay faith igvalusble, _Jt is.
belpful in human life. You may wish that you
faith. You may obtain this precious faith.
How?
1. By keeping in mind what we have tried to show
you, viz. that faith is only faith, not knowledge Re-
member that we are governed by probabitities. In
view of probabilities, venture on the side of righteous-
ness as it is revealed in the word of God. You can
lose nothing in such a course; you may, you will,
gain more than you can now conceive. ' It will do
you no harm to read the books of skeptics, provided
you keep in mind the dis inction between knowledge
and faith. You are to use your judgment in choos-
ing your course of conduct, in deciding upon the

had

religious life you meed not use these ficulties by
which you solvea problem in mathematics. It is very
important for you to keep these thoughts clearly be-
fore your mind.

Is faith direetive? Do we need nothing
else? Suppose a man started on a journey to
Europe, would he attempt to fly across the
mighty ocean with the wings of faith; hardly,
he would take passage in the best and safest
vessel afloat. He would not trast God to take
him there, but he would trust, first, the vessel
after using all the reason he had in judging ot
its sea going qualities, and not satisfied with
his own reason he would make enquiries of
others, and the word faith would not be thought
of; that ie, what do you know of the make of
the vessel, what is her reop'rd as a staunch, safe
oraft; having satisfied himself in regard to the
vessel, hia next, ingiliry would be in relation to
the officers and orew; .are they competent? If
apswered, we believe they are, we have faith
in them, this kind of answer would not

satisfy. In syoh & pasg pa, this, when the phy-

probabilities that govern buman conduet,” but ina|

sical body is being endangered men demand to
kpow. Bat when it is a journey to the fatare
home of the soul then faith alone is sufficient.
No man ever followed an unknown path on the
strength of faith alone; he will reason with
himself at every step, and is never satisfied
that be is going to come out right until the end
is reached. Reason is the directing foroe, and
18 often misunderstogd. But our good brother
indulges in some strange propositions; we agree
with him that faith is only _faith, not knowl-
edge, and we will go farther and say this faith
never loses its peoeuliar properties. Knowl-
edge is something entirely- different in nature,
character and inflpence. In the earlier part of
bis discourse he defined faith as the guiding
star; that our lives are controlled by faith.
But jn the paragraph under examination, he
advocates that men are governed by probabil-
ities, and if so what becomes of faith. Proba-
bilities, circumstances and oonditiouns are the
controlling forces in human ife, and though we
had all the faith possible, we could not help
being influenced by circumstances agd condi-
tions, This is not Methodism nor Spiritualism,
but is a fact in human experienoce, and spiritual-
ism explains why these laws effect men; that
ig one of its missions, and when these laws are
fully recogniged by maukind, knowledge will
be st a preminm .and faith below par,

_There has always been a sigual fiag of dan-
ger held up whenany thing of a heterodox nature
was known to be about, A spiritual journal
or a lecturer or one entertaining broad, liberal
views upon religious ' questiens was always
watched and the various flocks were warned not
to become too familiar with them. Now 18 it not

and | o jieede serange thas

hnving thesdvasntagerwfon
infallible book, and the special gusrdisnship of
God, and the ministry of nearly two thousand
years, and yet there is not 3 minister in the
whole country who will risk his floek to listen
to oue spiritualistio leoture, or to read one of
their books, unless they do.it with eyes closed
and their minds prejudiced. Of what value is
faith uoless there is confidence in the power
upon which your faith rests, to guide and di-
rect the mind; if faith is directive then there
can be no danger of any one having strong faith
going astray, no matter in what position
they may be placed. But the brother’scharge
1o his flock is, that when choosing which course
in life to pursue, they need not exeriose the same
taculties by which they solve mathematical
problems, or in other words they need not use
their reason. What a travesty upon the name
andp rinciples of religion—could there be a
more absurd position than this; use reason up-
on all things, but that all important event in
buman life, physical death, and what follows,
If such was the intention of God in the begin-
niog, then he made a fatal mistake in granting
to men their faculties and powers of reason and
the ability to decide for themselves. It would
seem acoording to the position of this’gentleman
that in order to be a christian a man must first
deolare himself an idiot, and this position is
in fall acoord with our ideas of what a believer
in the absurd dootrines of orthodox christianity
mast be, and now wehave ministerial evidenoe
to: strengthen our opiniong

9. “Proveall things ; hold fast to that which is
good.” Some seem to forget that these words ate ip
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the Bible. Assuming the teachings of the Bible to be
worthy 'of a test, test them. If youfind that they are
not good, reject them, and turn to something that is
better. If you find that whean you have lived by faith
in the teachings, the promises of the word of @od,
you areé neither better nor happier, then and not till

* then’should you reject the word of God.

Hold on, good brother, you have no right to
prove anything pertaining to religious matters,
you must keep to your fajth, for if you attempt
to prove matters you must exercise your reason,
and this you have said must not be done, no
matter if you do find such commands in the
Bible; it may be an interpolation. ‘That is the
platform of spiritualism and we only demand’
proof; assumihg the tedchings of the Bible to
be worthy of a test, test them; what right
have you to assume anything so long as you
have an infallible record before you. The
moment a position is assumed it begets a doubt
and doubting is the beginning of wisdom, and
wisdom is the product of reason; 80 you see that
this advice is not strictly orthodoxy but savors
ofheterodoxy. - - ' C

-8. “Follow faith.” Let me illustrate my mean-
iﬂg. : T . .
Suppose you have lost a friepd . or relative; ot that
you bave been overwhelmed by some great sorrow.
Two courses of conduct will be before you. By an
effort of will you may ¢ling to the belief that G d di-’
rects human affairs, that he overrules all things for
good to them ‘hatlove hitn. 'That is following faith
—exercising it uad:r severe/trial. ‘the re-ult-will be
peace, new views of the go dness of God, agqu’e:cence
—in his dealings with you, the disposition to say,
“God doeth all things well.” If that isa delusion,
it 1s a delusion fol'.owed by what is very precious to
the soul in its trial,

Let us examine this explanation of faith, and

the best way to do#o is to bring matters di-

.~ beotly heme. Thus looking into the future

for .comfort and cousolation does not satisfy
the sowd to-day what is wanted 18 something
that can- be of practical use at the present time.
Suppose a child loses its parents can faith in
the wisdom and goodness of God fill the vacunm
created by death? Will faith in God supply
the obhild with the necessities of life? Can that
child say honestly he believes God bas done
what is for the best? ‘Go ask the widow and
orphan what they think of faith in such cases,
and in nioety nine cases in a hundred if they
dare give expression to their honest thoughts
they will tell you they fail to see wherein God
has been good to them, yet this is the popular
religious idea. Buat how many liars has it
made of honest people and all for fear of of-
fending some imaginary power filled with re-
venge. Now what has epiritualism to offer in
such cases; in the first place it says to the
mourning child, your parents are not dead;
God did not take them away from you, the
cause of their departare was the falfilment of
the law of their lives, but they will be always
near you, and if you will only learn to think
of them as ever present, you will receive such
evidence of this fact that it can never be de-
stroyed, but will grow stronger egeh day. Here
is something to oomfort the mourner, and it
will not create in the mind of the child a spirit
of rebellion against God, he will always think
of God as a kind Father, Which position is most
natural and true. :
Without any farther criticism we will briefly
sum up this whole matter; the objeet of this
disoourse was to impress upon those who heard

it, and all who read it the necessity of placing
faith above reason, while it is impossible for
any one to have faith or confidence in any thing
or in any person or power only as reason di-
rects them. Faith is simply a stimulant to
encourage the soul to follow, where reason leads,
bat it would be wrong to suppose that any one
identified with chuarch organizations enthrones
faith and tramples reason underits feet. The only
fault we find is that so many live untrue lives,
pretending to be guided by faith,when the truth
is they reason upon all matters, Here is where
the ehurch stands as a stumbling block in the
way of progress, and the sooner she falls into
line and joins the grand army of progression
the soomer will her mission be completed.
Faith or confidenoe, which is the better term, is
reasoning to a degree, but it is not absolute, the
term implies a doubt; he only is safe who can
say from positive evidence he knows. The dif-
ference between walking by faith and walking
by sight, is the djfference which exists between

‘| intelligence and ignorance; the man who trusts

faith only is never sure, but he who proves all
things is enabled tohold to that which is good.
This is what spiritualism teaches and is there-
fore denounced by the church as a heresy; but
it makes little difference what men think, or
what they despise, if it be a truth it will live.
Spiritualism teaches that reason is to guide
at all times and in all things; it is God’s lamp
to illaminate the minds of men, with it man
calculates the distances of planets from the
earth, he masters every problem with his rea-
sun, and it is possible for him to reason himself
into heaven, but he will never reason himself
into hell but—too much faith may do so, there-
fore we recommend the use of more reason and
less faith or- instead of walking by faith to
walk by sight.
: Dorrnus SKINNEE,

A CASE OF A THOUSAND.

Columbus Brown, the man who discovered
a box contalning a large amount of mouney at
Franklin, Venango county, Pa,, had long had
& mania for discovering the treasure, which was
thought-to have been buried by the French,
while in poseseion of that section of country.
He had dreamed of finding it, again and again.
The other night he dreamed, as usual, that he
was counting and handling a chest of gold,
and that he had found it buried in the earth at
the foot of a tree, in an open fleld. So excited
was he that he awoke, only to find it all a dream,
as nsaal. He arose, walked to the window,
and there, before him, in the field, stood the
identical tree which he bad seen in his dream,
bat he put it resolutely aside as a dream, as
most sensible men would have done, and re-
tired to bed and to sleep. He had socarcely
closed his eyes till he was again in the field
and digging at the foot of the tree. He was
informed in some manner, he can not tell
how, but by a man with a foreign accent, and
in a military aniform with a sword and sash,
that if he would measure a ocertain distance
from the center of a rock in the run, due
north, and then measure thirty-three feet due
west from that peint, he would find the treas-
ure he had 8o often seen in his dreams. KEarly
the next morning he arose, and procuring a

tape line, went and measured as he had been

directed in his dream. What was his surprise
to find that each and every measurment brought
him to the foot of the cbestnut tree in the
open field. Brown did not tell anyone about
his dream, nor of the result, but during the
day he went to Colonel Breakley, who owns
the ground, and asked and obtained-permission,
on some pretext, to dig near the chestnut tree.
He and his son, a lad of sixteen, commenoced dig-
ging at the root of the tree and at a depth of
something over six feet, about 4 p.., struck
something almost under the center of the tree
which gave forth a metallic sound. A farther
clearing away of the gravel and stones dis-
closed the sides and end of an iron box or
chest. Wild witlr exeitement they continued
o dig until they had unearthed the chest or
box, which was thirty-one inches long, twenty
inches wide and twenty-four inches deep, or
about the dimensions of an ordinary trunk,
Their united efforts could only turn it over,
but could not lift it from the excavation. The
young man was sent for a hammer and cold
chisel and the lid was soon removed. The sight
which met their gage was enough to turn the
head of almost any man. . The box was nearly
two-thirds fliled with gold and silver coin,  tar-
nished and covered with sand and mould, but
uavertheless gold. The coins are mostly French,
but & number of English, German and Spanish

are among thelot. They bear dates, 1729, 1744,
1751 and various other dates, ithe latest of
which 18 17564, which is the same year Fort
Macnault was eompleied. . On a brass ruler
foand in the chest the name “Joncawe” is plain-
ly stamped. It is a weli-known fact that this
was the name of the officer in command of the
French troops. A careful estimate of the coins
wmakes 4 total value ot about '$27,000. The
coins were placed on exhibition at the banks,
The fortunate owner has been offered ten times
their value for a single coin,

AN AFFKCTING INCIDENT.

Bertha Moe, eleven years, daughter of Prank
Moe, and granddaughter of Alson Dean, died
of diphtheria. Ada, ‘six and a balf years
old, sister of Bertha, died previously of
the same dreadful and deadly disease. Four
of the family were sick in the same house at
the same time. Her friends relate that for one
8o young Bertha possessed a wonderful re-
ligious faith, and that during her sufferings
she talked about the other world as though it
would be a pleasure to go there. A night or
two before she died she awoke from a brief
sleep and told her mother that she knew she
was not going to get well, for her little sister
who was dead had come to her side and told
her she was not going to stay here. )

“Oh, that was a dream,” said her mother,

“No, mother,” she replied, “Babe’” stood
right close to me and I touched her, and I

know that I am going to heaven where she is.”

Just before Bertha died it 1s related that she
raised up, and lifting her hands as though try-
ing to clasp those of some unseen form in the
air, exclaimed—*I can find the way, I can find
the way,”—and then sank back upon the pillow
and was gone.—.Ithaca Journal,

not, life is sweeping by, go and dare be-
{ore you die, mebgmz nzlo'hty and sab-
lime leave bebind to conquer time.*
$66 a week in your own town. $5 out-
fit free. No risk. Everything naw.
Capitalnot r-quired. We will furnish you everything. Many
are making fortunes. Ladies make as much as men, and boys
and girls make great pay. Reader, if you want busineas at which

u can make great all the time, write for iculurs to
Yo g pay parth

H, & Co., Portiand,
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. ... . TIRED OUT.

:* .. Mo does well who does his best;

. ‘Is he weary? let him rest.
Brothers! I have done my best,
I am weary—let me rest.

- After toiling oft in vain,

¥ i Baffled, yet to sttuggle fain;
- After toiling long, to gain

Little good with mickle pain,

*.Let ma rest. But lay me low,
Where the hedgeside roses blow;
‘Where the little daises grow,
‘Where the winds a-maying go;
‘Where the footpath rustics plod,

- - Where-the breeze-bowed poplar nod;
-+ Where the old woods worship God,
. Where His pencil paints the sod;
. Where the wedded throstle sings,
" 'Where the young bird tries his wings;
-Where the wailing plover swings,

. Near the runlet’s rushing springs!
-, Where, at times, the tempest’s roar,
- SBhaking distant sea and shore,

8till will rave old Barnesdale o’er,
To be heard by me no more!
There, beneath the breezy west,
) Tlred and thankful, let me rest,
" "Like a chid that sleepeth best
" On its mother's gentle breast.

ol

HOWDO You KNOW AND HOW
‘- WE KNOW.

“If the records of past ages are to be taken
as they appear, we must believe that all the
floods, earthquakes, voloanic eruptions, pesti-
lenceg, all luﬂ'enng and serrows, incident to
buman life, is the direot result of the acquisi-
- tion of knowledge-; dand it is but fair to sup-
pose that if man had been content to live in
ignoranoe, none of these catastrophies, sorrows
apd.death, would have ooourred. With this
view of the sabjeot, we are forced to the con
chusion that the acquisition of knowledge is an
evil, and ignorance a blessing. One thing we
do know, and that is, that increased knowledge
always.creates a disturbance between men, and
sets t,he whole human family at war with one
another.. Bat is this conflict of thought an
evil ? is it not sn.undlsgnmed blessing ? Every
reform is supposed to be & movement in ad-
vance of - what has been, every newly dis-
covered principle is a step toward reform,
whether it be of a religious character or politi-
cal. , Men outlive and outgrow the habits and
customs of their childhood; they outlive and
outgrow: the religions and political principles of
their faghers, hence new associations are formed
and new parties come into existence, and it is
for the iphahitants of to-day to judge between
the pest and the present,

During the past thirty-five years, the rehglons
element in-man bas been stirred as it never
has been &t gny previous-time in the world’s
history. For penturies:the world has enjoyed
a long season of quiet, and as & necessary re
sult, all relizious thought has been centered in
onie or two principles; principal among others
was & behef in the atonement, a doctrine
proved in. these latter ‘days to be as unnecessary
as it has proved itsslf to be unavailing. But
any attempt to change the current of human
thought and direct it into other channels has
given rise to strong denunciations on the part
of those who profess to remain in a state of
ofystalization; hence modern spiritualism has
been rogarded as a disturbing element, because

as a olass, spiritualists do not accept as finalany
principles yet revealed, no matter how well they
may be attested. It has been demonstrated
that man can at best know but very little, his
knowledge of the Infinite cannottranscend
finite possibilities. Men speak of the laws and
decrees of God as though they understood all
about them, when the truth is, they know no-
thing that can be deemed as Infinite.. There is
a limit to human understanding, but there is no
known hmit to soul and mental aspirations.
We have a legitimate right to all the informa-
tion we can get, and there is no law to pro-
hibit a reaching out for what we do not now
possess. It is impossible for the mind of man
to be controlled by any known law; thought is
as natural to man as April showers are to the;
growth of seed planted in the soil. What
wounld we be were it not for the power and
ability to think,. = When we examine into the
past history of the race, we find thought is the
motive power that has moved the world and
brought it to its present state of development.
Man cannot be considered as a free agent un-
less he is allowed the exercise of all the mental
faculties with which nature has endowed him,
but with the untrammeled use of his facul-
ties, all things become possible to him.,

From remotest ages the mind of man has
been delving into the mysteries which surround
him; if forbidden to do so 1n public, in private
investigation has followed investigation, until
something more definite has been reached.
These inquiries have not been 80 much as to
what man was. to be as a physical being at
some remote period in the world’s history, as
to what death implied. Here was the ground
work for debate, and to shis-end--all- moentel/
energies have been directed. No one can help
thinking about the future, no matter what may
be their views upon religious matters ; the ma-
terialist must have moments of serious thought
regarding the emdless sleep which theay ad-
vocate as the fingl end of man ; the Christian
must reflect seriously upon the supposed meet-
ing with their God in the future, - It-is no;
trifling matter to feel that a part of the human
family have been elected to eternal life and
never ending pleasures, and another part eleoted
to eternal misery. The perplexing question is,
am I one of the favored ones? hence, there isa
desire in mankind to know something; but is
there danger of knowing too much? This is
what is said of spiritualists, they want to know,
and do know too much, and we ask them, how
do they know ? What are their means of acquir-
ing information not possessed by the rest of
mankind ? and we ask again, can man know too
muoch about gnything ? is it possible for him to
get beyond the limits of his own mind? We
think that it is possible for some to be so far
carried away by means of speculation and illog-
cal reasoning, as to get beyond the depths of
finite possibilitiea, = The men who attempt to
tell what God has done, and what he intends
doing, transcend all human powers of reason,
for an Infinite power, Infinite space, Infinite
design is so far beyond the reach of the finite
that all attempts to speak for, or of these things
proves that there i3 scarce any limit to egotism,

We see scattered throughout the length and
‘breadth of the land, institutions.of learning;
the objects of these institutions are to unfold

the mind, to train the intellect, to form and
fashion thought, to elevate the standard of
mankind, to supplant ignorance with kmowl-
edge, to give a wider range to the mind, to
learn how to solve problems, to learn what the
world is made of, and its relation to other worlds,
and no one ever charges that these studies are
carried too far; there may be individual cases
where such education dethrones reason, but the
trouble is not with the principles, but with the
individual. But when spiritualists olaim that
they have positive evidence of a fature life, they
are met with the question, “how do you know,"
and why should one person be in possession of -
his information, and not the whole world? who
has singled out one man and made him a med-
ium through whom such intelligence can be trans
mitted, and a thousand equally honorable
citizens never hear a word, nor feel the presence
of the so-called dead. This is & perplexing
problem to the thousands, but it does not shake
the confidence of the mediam. If all persons
were born with the same brain formations, in-
heriting the same powers, were equally sensi-
tive, all the people on the facs of the earth
would be mediums, and there would be none to
dispute or question. But as no two persons are
alike mentally or physically, it is impossible that
they should all see alike, feel alike, or think thn
same. This endless variety in mind and physiqu
is necessary to the growth and development of
the whole; the questioner has his place in the
world as well as he who answers; one is a help
to the other so long as each 18 left free to
pursue the true tenor of their ways.
Spiritualists have proclsimed to the world
that death is not the end of man. The mater-
Linlist-ashe “haw do you knrow-ivt"” We anwwsr,
the necessary evidenoce to satisfy us. Where
do you get this evidence? from the spirits
of the so called dead; they do not spesk of
death at all, but of continued life. Can you
tell us where we can obtain this information?”
Yes, through some reliable medium. Bat we
have no confidence inmedinms; then we know
of no other way by which you can obtain the
desired information. But are yon sure that
the dead live ? yes, assure as that we live. Well
how do you know? is there no other channel
through which this information can be gained ?
none 80 positive as this. If A says: I am not
dead, and we knew him to be a man of truth,
and he proves his idenity to us, this is evidence
to us that A is alive as he says, but we can
find partial evidence in nature that throws some
light upon this subject. So far as man has
been enabled to penetrate into the mysteries of
the nataral world, they have found that not
anything dies, but there is 8 continious chang-
ing. The tree grows from a sapling until 1t
reaches its leafy head above all the other trees
of the forest, and then dies, as the term is
used, but that is not -the end of the tree; its
huge trank moulders in silence, but the living
trees draw sustenance from the decaying body
of the fallen one. The body of man is depos-
ited in the ground, bat is not allowed to sleep
there eternally, nature uses it as a fertilizer and
you oan find properties of that body in
other forms of life. There is a continous round
of changes, but no death; these things are
known to us by actual demonstration, and what
may appear more mysterious is the fact that
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every part of the decaying body finally reaches
and enriches a corresponding part in the grow-
ing body. .

But in the case of man we must go farther
then the physical body. We get no informa-
tion from spirit life regarding the body that
was buried. The mind is the same, the spirit
form is to our sight a duplicate of the natural
body, and this is why we speak so positively in
the matter. Bat, says eur friend, I can’t see
those things as you see them, and therefore feel
justified in saying that it is all a grand mistake.
Baut, my friend, do you accept any evidence
that you have not seen or heard, if so why do
you do it ; why accept the report of tha world’s
astronomers regarding the transit of Venus;
you did not see it, why say the end of man is
eternal sleep, how do you know,it? - We have
proved our position, now you prove yours, and
if yoa can give as tangible evidence that you
are right, as we have, then we will investigate
your theory. But remember hearsay evidence
unaccompanied by proof, will not be accepted.
We stated thsg death does not end all, now
prove that etergal sleep is the future of man-
kind. If this caseis o be tried upon its merits
the side having the best attested evidence is
entitled, to & verdiot. But, says our friend, you
ask us to prove what is impossible for us to do,
we only form an opinion regarding man from
what we see in the works of nature, we never
attempt to go.further than the germ. ‘Then
my friend, you don’t know that your assertions
are true; then let us’ask are you not doing the
human family an 1njustice and an injury by
pretending [to;speak anthoritatively when you
really have no evidence. It is an easy matter
to deny, but a far greater task to prove a po-
sition. Yet this is what Spiritualism is doing;
it is proving to the world, what science has never
yet proved, the immortality of the soul

But the materialist is not the only one who
says spiritualists olaim to know too much; the
Christian makes;the same charge, and we ask
them how do they know these things are not as
we state them, and what answer do we get, We
don’t find any evidenoce in the Bible that Mr. A
oan return and communiqate; bat we say, have
you not Bible evidence of & similar character?
and why accept one statement and not the
other. Have you ever investigated the subject;
no, nor dow’t want to. Don’t want to know
whether life is continued or not? Yes, but we
have the assurance in the word of God, and we
have the eyidence of witnesses who saw. Moses
and Klias, at the time of the transfiguration
But, my friend, you haye no right to use that
argument, that belongs to the spiritualist side
of the question. Have you any other evi-
denee of immortality than: what -you find in
the Bible ? No. Do you know who wrote the
account of Moses and Elias’ appearances? Yes,

the Apostles wrote them. Did they see them, !

ot is it hearsay evidenee with them? Now we
Spiritualists prove the appearance of Moses and
Elias possible by the return of our friend A,
otherwise we should question the "aocount as
given, But then your spiritualism is nothing
but necromanoy and witoh-oraft, the works of
the devil, and the Bible condemns you, and as
8 Christian it is my duty to condemn you, and
all others interested in this business. Well, my
riend, let us ask you a foew more questions; you

believe God vreated the world, and afterwards
created man, and that every childborn is by
the decree of this creating power. Yes. Well
what is it in man that thiuks; if thought is pro-
duced by the action of the brain, then what-
ever is implanted in the brain, is with the knowl-
edge and consent of this creative power. Cer-
tainly. Then if it be a natural result of the
brain to doubt the Bible, who. is the one re-
sponsible—God or man? Yes, but the devil
interferes and changes the whole plan of crea-
tion. Does he ? then your God is not Infinite,
and the devil is; and there caunot be two In-
finite powers ocoupying the same space at the
same time, being antagonistic to each other.
How are you going to recondile these matters ?
God permits the devil to deceive mankind. Is
that tree ? then is he not chargeable for all

'the evil resulting from such temptation; but

then God sent his Son into the world to die
for the sins of mankind, and has, thus perfeot-
ed a plan wkereby the machinations of the devil
are defeated snd God glorified through and by
this plan of redemption. Now friend, let us
examine this subject a little farther; you say
God’s permits the devil to lead the people as
tray, and leaves his son to be murdered in or-
der that his previous plan may be carried out ;
then, it seems to us, that the Jews who aried
out “orucify him, orucify him,” were the ser-
vants of God, and could not help doing as they
did; then why are they a proscribed race;
why do not the Christian world extend a brother-
ly hand to them, and welcome them .as the
agents of God in oarrying out his decrees.
What has been the result of this plan of sal-
vation? has it changed the purposes of man-
kind ? is the world any . more pure and - holy
then before ? is there less orime in the world
according to its population, than before ? is God
any more reeonciled to man than he was before?
How 18 it that there is 80 much said about hell,
and the final destruotion of a portion of the
race? if the orucifixion of Jesus reoonciled
God to man, then man and God are as one and
we fail to see what room there is for argnment.
But men must accept Jesus a8 their Saviour;
you Spiritualists seem to forget this. But we

do not see that we have anything to de about
it; the whole plan, it seems, was decreed from
the beginning; men were not consulted about
it, and had nothing to do with it. We bhold
that man is born free, and lives acoording to
the natare he has inherited. But your plan of
salvation was gotten up independent of him;
but are you sare there is no other way by which
he can obtain immortal life ? “No other way
under heaven by which he can be saved.”
Spiritualism teaches that all men areimmortal;
that death is but the changing scenes of pass-
ing from eme state of existenoe to another, and
our philosophy and phenonema prove that
man does live after the death of the physical
body, whether the doctrine of the atonement
b aceepted by them or not; and again there
are millions who never heard of your Christian

plan of redemption, and they communicate

with those living to-day, and they are not in
hell either; how do you account for it ? Oh! you
are deceived; this; one of the wiles of the devil,
but these spirits teach nothing but the purest
morals and the necesgity of living honesty, Has
your devil reformed, for God’s teachings go no
farther. Now, my friend, how do you know
that spirit communioations are the devil’s work?
give us some evidenoe; opinions do not amount
to anything unless there is proof. Have you

ver seen this devil ? have you held intercourse

| and progress.

with him ? if so, what is he like, and what
are his methods of communicating with you?
You Spiritualists carry these things too far. How
do you know ?—at this turn of the argument
our friend left us, and we pondered for awhile
over the matter, and cameto the conclusion that
all his argnments were based 'upon tradition,
refusing to use his reason if he had any left.

Spiritualism is not something based upon
tradition or faith, but is susceptible of the
clearest proof, and therefore differs materially
from either materialism or christianity, and we
ask, is this difference essential ? we hold that it
is, even the bible says “prove all things, and
hold fast to that which is good.” These inves-
tigators of the philosophy and phenomena are
oarrying out the principles of the bible while
Christians do not, There is no reason why any
one should be in the dark concerning matters
of so much importance, as the conditions at-
tending a fature life; a8 well might man live in
ignorance of the present; ‘the argument is
equally strong in one case as i the other; re-
ligious principles that cannot be demonstrated
are of no value to anyone. The cry of human-
ity is, we want to know, but how can the
know if the doors are closed against them, It
has been the mission of Spiritualism to open
the doors of Heaven to the human race; but
the church seems to- think we are making re-
ligion too common, they want to do all the talk-
ing,and be considered God’s chosen ones. But
reason says no, there are none speoially elect,
but every man, woman and child may "elect
themselves to office 1n the Kingdom of Heaven.

Immortality is not a gift, but an inheritance,
God is not a loving father to-day, and a heart-
less judge to-morrow; physical life is short, we
only begin an existence here, we are as babes,
but in the fullness of time we shall reach &
plane of maturity through the law of growth
It is an easy thing for men to
say they don’t believe a matter; but have we
not the right to ask them the reason for their
unbelief, particularly when such denial is in-
tended to destroy the evidence of another.
Materialism and Christianity profess to have
some knowledge of this world, and a great
deal about the next, aud we simply ask them
for their evidence. Spiritualism does not rest
upon the opinion of any man, or class of men;
but is a matter that can be .demonstrated, and
is therefore entitled to greater weight and con-
sideration than either or both of its opponents.
One thing is sure, it can’t be argued out of the
world; neither can its principles be destroyed
by simply denying them; being a fact in natare,
it will live, though all men forsakeit, or refuse
to obey its principles.

Spiritualism 18 the religion of bumanity, none
are lelt out of God’s Intinite fold; no, not even
the most obscure being in human form, but
what may aspire to angelhood, and in timé will
reach that position. Do you ask how we know
this to be a fact; because we have seen and con-
versed with some who were ontcasts in society;
but they were not forgotten by the power which
created them; when buffeted by men, when
driven from homes of plenty, hungry and
naked, when there was no one to greet them,
no one to take them by the hand, some spirit
whispered to them and their words sunk dee
into their hearts, and to-day the wretche
tramp is an aspining angel. It is often the case
that men know as little of their brother man,
a8 they know about God, and the reason is
sumply this, they expect God to do every thing
for them and they don’t seem or care to know
whether they have anything to do or not, Let
all such make a study of Spiritualism for a
short time, and they will lose seme of their
independent dependency; they will know that
nothing produces nothing, and something yields
a dividend of no mean proportion. These and
many other things of interest to mankind we
might speak of, but our communication is ale

ready too long, and so we will leave these mat-
ters for the present., D=. O. ParLrs Brownx.
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THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS, WHO
ARE THEY AND WILL THEIR
MISSION EVER END?

There has ever been in the human soul a
reaching out for what they did not possess; an
aspiration for something mortals could not
give ; the idea of an intelligent force outside
of the human, has led to vain conjectures as to
the means employed by this power to make
itself koown, an open channel between man
and the Infinite has always been an unsettled
question ; hope has led man onward and up-
ward, they have expected at some distant day
to see their God face to face, and listen to his
voice either as a loving father, or as an avenger
of laws not understood by them and conse-
quently frequently broken, The theory of
man’s creation has left 8 deep impression upon
the hearts of the people, for if the account be
true there was & time when God and man were
one ; brief as was this companionship, the lapse
of time has not banished it from memory, and
we find a large percentage of the human fam-
ily looking back to that time as the most im-
portant era in the world’s history, and if true,
it certainly was a time long to be remembered;
but if untrue, the sooner eradicated the better,
for age cannot change a falsehood into a truth.

The fall of man, as it is called, dissolved the
vopartnership originally formed; God retiring
to his home in the skies, and man left a wan-
derer upon the face of the earth, 8o effect-
ually was this separation that nothing that man
could do could heal the breach. The expulsion
‘of man from the garden, was not the personal
works of Deity, but his will was executed
through the agency of others, s race of beings
man had no knowledge of prior to the time
when he ate of the forbidden fruit. There is
no record of the time when angels were created,
they seem to have made their presence known
to mankind at a time when they were a8 igno-
rant of their own origin, asthey were of the

vorigin of Deity. There is nothing pleasing in
the first account given of the ministry of an-
gels, they seem not to have been en rapport
with mortals, but as an entirely different race
of beings; though like man, created by Divine
will, yet there was no sympathy between them,
they always appear as avengers, or messengers
delegated to perform some mission and then
betake themaelves to their homes again in the
pkies. It is not to be wondered at that in pre-
ceeding ages ; men never aspired to angelhood,
but they had aspirations leading beyond what
they consider angelbood to be. The common
idea entertained is, that man may reach a posi-
_ tion'in the Divine favor and be constantly in
the presence of God. They are neither to be
angels nor meesengers, but to spend an eternity
1n singing praises tv the power which created
them ; and this was to be their heaven, from
which we devoutly say “good Lord deliver us.”

In the economy of nature, all things have
their birth and death, some things pass into
oblivion, others are born again into a new life.
The primitive conceptions of angels is well
nigh obliterated, those messengers of the skies
have through their ministrations, proved to the
world that they are not withoutsympathy forthe

_humauan race; they nolonger appear with flaming

swords to keep men out of the garden of God’s

love, but they come as guides to lead us thither.

The world is beginning to comprehend what it
is to be an angel, and this knowledge does not
make them dissatisfied with their present state,
but rather gives a glowing touch of beanty to
even the most humble walks of life. The
world is indebted to Spiritualism for its present
understanding of the term angel ; before Spir-
itualism was revealed the conception of angels
was the same a8 our earlier ancestors enter-
tained, and there is no probability that the
present would have been any better informed,
if the angels themselves had not come to earth
and dispelled the errors of the past, so that
baving a better conceptiou of angelhood can-
not be ascribed to any special providence; but
all honor must be given to the angels. But does
this honoring a creation, detract from the love
and reverence felt toward the power creating
them? We honor God most when we acquire
a correct understanding of what he has done,
hence honoring & good man is honor to God,
for it is the good in man that calls forth an ad-
miration and esteem ; and there can be no
difference between goodness in God and good-
ness in man, only in degree. In one case it is
Infinite goodness, in the other finite, and as the
finite 18 an undeveloped part of the Infinite, 8o
there can be only a relative difference in the
goodness of both. There is only a relative
difference between all that is on earth aund all
there is in heaven- Take for example the ma-

terial world, in every atom there is a relation-
ship between it and the largest rock and high-
est mountain, the sandy wastes of earth may
by development and ocultivation become the
most fertile § so with man, the poorest speci-
man that crawls, is related to the most refined
and cultared, ¢ven to that power we call God.
Hence with a true conception of manhood fol-
lows as a natural sequence angelhood, which
we hold to be an exalted condition of human
life. In former times angels were not supposed
to occupy the same sphere of life as mortals,
even this world was considered to gross for
their refined natures, but the present conception
of angel differs widely from past conceptions.
Now this world is regarded as good enough
for any being to live upon, no matter how re-
fined or spiritual they may be j this change in
ideas has not been the work of a day, but is
{he natural outgrowth of human possibilities

In former ages, angels were regarded as neither
buman nor specially divine, but a mixture of
the human with bird and animals, and hence
their appearance instead of awaking feelings
of love and reverence, was always regarded as
apn evil omen ; the religious instruction im-
parted to mankind, has always led them to
look upon the inhabitance of another world as
having no right to interfere with the manners
and customs of this, hence if angels come as
servants of mercy, they were misunderstood or
rejected, and when they ceased vieiting the
earth at all, as is the opinion of many to-day,
their past visitations were looked upon as some-
thing out of the natural order of things.

If we acoept the scriptures as authority upon
this subject, we thould be compelled to admit
that for the past two thousand years, this world
has been left to itself. God had no more con
cern about the welfare of men then he had
for the smallest insect that floats in the air,

and we are left to form two conclusions ;

either the race has gone trom bad to worse,
beyond redemption, or they have progressed
so far that there is no necessity of any inter-
ference in their plans and projects, to determine
just which is the true state of affairs we can
only refer to past conditions, and present attain-
ments, Certainly if the former ministry of an-
gels proved none affective it was the part of
wisdom to withhold their visits ; but is their
scriptual theory of angel life true ? If it is
80, then man was not the only being oreated in
the likeness of God, but was a second edition
of creation ; of which the inspired writers had
no knowledge; or did not consider it necessary
for the inhabitants of the earth to know any-
thing definite about them; a most effectual
way to build mp a breastwork of superstition
impregnable to the mind force of man. But
the traditional story of angels appearing flying
through the air, is destined to find its burial
place along side of other decaying corpses of
every other superstition born out of the igno-
rance of man, while occupying a very low
plane in mental development. JIf there were
reasons for the oreation of a race of beings
solely as messengers, then their mission, so far
as mortals are concerned, was fulfilled two
thousand years ago; and it does not concern
us whether they have been swept out of exis-
tence, or retired as pensioners upon the bounty
of an indulgent power whose enly servants
they were. Of one thing we are certain, if
the ministrations to-day were of a similar
character to what they were in olden times,
we are fully as well without them as we should
be with them ; forin no case was the moral
standar 1 of- mankind elewated. by..them, . apd
hence we do not hesitate to pronounce all
former ministrations failares.

In this age of the world, men entertain dif-
ferent views regarding things and beings, both
human and superbuman ; when they look for
angels they do not explore the heavens above
trying to find them, but they have learned to
ook among the children of men for them, aud
their searching has not been in vain; instead
of occasional visits it is known that this world
is the home of angels, and they are in all re-
spects human. We have given as a definition
of the term angel to be, an exalted type of
manhood and womanhood, for the angels of
the nineteenth century are male and female,
they have hearts and hands to love and help,
theyfollow men, but they baveshed their wings,
1ostead of flying through the air, they move
about among the children of men on errands
of* mercy, never tiring, never growing weary,
never threatening but always lovidg and mer-
ctful,

Who are angels ? mothers who watch over
the footsteps of their children, who teach them
the true pathes of life; the father is an angel
who cares for the wants of his family ; the
sister that leads an erring brother into paths
of rectitude, she is an angel ; the brother who
watches over a sister is an angel ; the one who
seeks the abode ot the lowly and munisters to
the afflicted, they are angels whether sent by
some omipotent power or led by their own imn-
pulses. Spirits who make the cause of ba-
manity their causes, they are angelic ministers,
they are the servants of God, for goodness is
Godly. As fn‘baok a8 thelmmd of man can
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go, we find angels at work ministering to the

wants of the needy, but in those remote ages
angelhood was supposed not to be within the
range of humaun possibility ; every thing ex-
tremely good was regarded as superhuman,
but we of this age, have discarded the doctrnine
of total depravity ; if we find a man or woman
of a depraved nature, we ask how they be-
came 80? When did those evil propensities
firet manifest themselves, and if they traced
to hereditery entailments, we pity rather than
condemn them. But this position is antago-
nistio to the Christian religion. which charges
all things in human character as the result of
some creative power other than human. Thus
they make God the projector of evil as well as
good. Spiritualism lays the acts of reason
at the roots of these wrongs, it advocates a
pure parentage and a noble birth, and then
there can be no reason for a second birth, only
that birth out of the mortal into the spint life.

Angels are born, not made by divine decree,
We see these flowers unfolding before our
eyes every day, we see them speding their way
through the crowded streets on errands of
mercy, we follow them to their homes and we
listen to their voices as they direct the thoughts
of the dying one to the change that is soon to
take place. These are Gods ministering angels
born with human hearts and willing hands ;
but are they regarded as heaven born messen-
gers by the masses? No, they are, if not iden-
tified with some religious organixation, re-
garded as simply kind-hearted people ; but let
them olose their earthly career without their
name being inscribed upon some church regis-
ter and their death is to them the greatest
calamnity that could befall them, for now they
must dwell with the outcasts of earth, with
no means of alleviating their own sorrows or
ministering to the wants of others. Again it
has been supposed that when the elect passed
to spirit life,they might in some manner exert an
influence over Diety and cause him to look with
pity upon the children of men, but thas {ar,there
is no evidence that even one of the millions
who have passed from earth, have seen God,
and therefore lacking necessary proof, how
can the inhabitance of earth take any interest
in their devotions or promises.

The ministry of angels must contiLue to
grow and become more frequent, as every hu-
manitarian who passes to the spirit world finds
a wider field to labor in than when in the
earth form ; obstacles they had to contend
against here, do not exist there, bere the wants
of the body draw heavily upon their time
now there are no barriers in the way, and the
work goes on from morn till mght, from year
to year, and there is a satisfaction in knowing
that notwithstanding the charges made, that
all human goodnees is but “filthy rags,” still
We see a vast improvement in the race; in-
stead of going backward the tide is sitting in
favor of man; the natural development of
the race if left free to work its course, would
in a few generations produce far more of good
than evil. Let us remove all superstition from
tke minds of men, and it would not take many
yoars to enfold within them the germ of Spirit-
uvality implanted in their natores, The enemy
of human progress to-day, is found in the
remenants of religious superstition, which have

followed the footsteps of man from prinitive
birth down to the present time, and here is
where we locate the battle field of the present
and future. It is not that here and there is
found dishonest officials—men wearing the
sacred garb of the ministry become profligates,
these are simply results of these old supersti-
tion not yet outgrown  Banish the doctrine
of an atonement, and you will see less orime ;
make men feel that they are responsible for
their own acts, and you cause them to ponder
on the consequences of wrong doing ; for this
end the gpirit world 18 laboring constantly ; it
is not 80 much to increase the number of pro-
fessed Spiritualists by some wonderful demon-
stration, our object is to break the chains which
bind men to these idols, this work accomplished
and there need be no fear for the cause of
Spiritualism- Set a man free, or show him
how he can free himself and you have laid the
groand work for a Spiritnalist. Men cannot
be driven to see what they will not or do not
recognize the necessity of seeing ; the idea of
a spirit being able to influence or impress its
identity its thoughts upon a mortal, seems to
many incredible, but remove the euperstition
which has been attached to spirits and all op-
position will vanish,

Just how to bring about this desired resalt,
is the question we have to answer. Men un-
aided cannot do this work spirits if ot
assisted cannot accomplish it ; there must be
a blending of forces, a unity of purposes be-
tween spirits and mortals, in other words, we
maust become ministering angels, messengers of
peace and good will, working for one end and
that the betterment of the whole race. The
time when the ministry of augels will cease
can only be determined by the length of time
the human soul will exist, for so long as there
are grades of development, the higher must
minister to the lower, this is a law of nature
and cannot be changed. Who would desfire to
live, feel and act as their forefathers lived and
felt ; above their heads the heavens were as
brase, their voices only reached through the
arched vault, not a human voice was heard
coming from that region, around about them
was a world given over to the evil one, and
the nataral conclusion would be that every one
was going from bad to worse ; but just when
the darkuness had become most oppressive,the an-
gelscame and rolled away thestone from the sep-
ulcher, and said to the whole world, the truth
was orucified centuries ago, and buried in the
supulcher built of blighted hopes and cemented
with the tears of penitent souls. Angels rolled
away the stone and they have kept rolling it far-
ther and farther away and ultimately it will be
buried in the ocean of oblivion, -

" Who are the true friends of mankind, they |

who enslave them or they who labor for their
freedom ? Let who will answer this question.
If honest, they will say they who bring free-
dom are the saviors of the race. There need
be no fear of the angels of the nineteenth cen-
tary ever getting through with their work.
Having been taken from the working ocapital
of earth, they will keep the ball rolling so long
as a’human soul can be found who has not been
redeemed from the ailments incident to mater-
ial life and associations, Just when this time
shall come we cannot say, that it will ever come

we do not know, but one thing we should do,
live every day as though it was the last om
earth, with love and chanty for all. Thus do we
lay the ground work for & bright and useful
present and future. May the most holy angels
be with you to assist yon ever onward and
, i8 the soul prayer of
Lzontas PoLk.

%

Kixp Epitor—I prize the OLive Braxcam
because it contains 8o much that is valuable. I
am not a Spiritualist, therefore am not biased
by pelief, but I like the common sense views
that are expressed by different individuals. 1
am aleo much pleased with your talk with sab-
soribers; vour own “spectacies” sre the safe
ones to look through ; no one can succeed if
governed by the opinions of men, for they are
as varied as the stars in the vaumlted heavens.
I admire decision of character ; know that we
are right and act upon it, but as you eay, if we
find ourselves in an error correct it, that is
wisdom. The January issue was extra good.
I like every bit of it, but there are some articles
that pleased me more than others. “Reflee
tions,” ¢ The good, beautiful and true.” The
poetry, “Blind no More,” is a8 gem of priceless
worth; just these articles are worth the year’s
sub:oription, and Mr. Boynton’s story 1s exocel-
lent. I have a veaneration for the dear iace of
that aged Dootor, he resembles a doctor that
died here in Daltoa a few yearsago. He was
the physician of the town for many years;and
Mis. P.nkham’s face is a real comfort. I hope
that man who feels 80 in regard to them ' will
get through this world with his fastidious no-
tions and not come in contaot with anything
more offensive than those dear faces. If so
he will find heaven here below, without passing
out of the body. I wish that I could believe
in Spiritualism, for it must be comforting.

Dalton, Mass. C.H. W.

We desire to call the especial attention of
all subscribers living in the State of New York,
to the bill which is to be presented to the leg-
islature, and each subscriber is requested to see
or correspond with their representative at
Albany, and urge upon them the necessity of re-
pealing those obnoxious medical laws enacted
two years ago. Any law which deprives a man
of his right to exercise the functions nature
and God has endowed bim with, is an unjust
law, and if found upon our statute books should
be repealed. 'We hope the Spiritualists of
New York State will make themselves heard
on this subject.

A Bill for an act to protect and preserve the
natural rights of residents of the State gf
New York, in sickness and medical attend-
dants.

8ec. 1—The right of every citizen and of the peo
ple to employ for medical purposes the services of
any individual in whom he or she may hive confidence)
whether such employee has or hxs not a medical
diploms, or has or has not registerelas a phys:cian,
shall not be questioned in the State of New York,

B8ro. 2—No such employce as foressid, shall be-
liable to fine or imprisonmont for readering such ger
vice, when guilt'ess of any false rcprescntation in con-
nection therewith.

8ro. 8—All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with
the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.

WE baveon banda few bound volumes of the
Orive Brawnch, 1881 and 1882, two volumesin
one book, which we will sell at $32.00 each
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FOR THE DEFENCE
UALISM.

Ever since Stuart Cumberland landed on
the shores of America, he has been treated to
an amount of advertising tree of all expense
to himself, that is truly marvelous. One or
more of the New York dailies have freely do-
nated a large space in their columuns to telling
who Mr. Cumberland is, snd what he intends
doing, And he has shown himself quite an ex-
pert in manipulating the public press and mak-
ing it to assist in doiug what he has failed to
do. Mr. Cumberland is no aoubt surprised
that all mediums did not discard their gifts
of mediamship instantly apon his landing. The
assurance of this man is truly wonderful, in
fact it is all that is remarkable about him, and
he no doubt thought that with the assistance
of a few clergymen and himself, Spiritualism
would be buried beyoud the possibility of a
resurrection ; but he evidently misjudged the
" men and women against whom he has declared
war—at 0o time or place has he demonstrated
snything new to the Spiritualists of this coun-

OF SPIRIT-

try, and therefore we see no ocoasion for the
spiritual press to feel alarmed or to notice him
more than to let their readers know that such
a person had come among us.

So far as we can learn, Mr. Cumberland
claims to be able to duplicate any or all forms
of physical manifestations. Supposing he can
by some elight of hand performance imitate
the rap, what of it, does it prove anything
against the honest medium? We, and thousands
beside us, know that spirits do produce the
raps. Mr. Cumberiand says he can produce
similar sounds by cracking his toe joints; well,
let him crack away to his heart’s content, that
does not dispute the testimony of the spirit
world. Suppose he can by tricks, tie and un-
tie himself, or similate form materialization. He
says his performance is purely machanical ;
what does it prove as against the well attested
evidence of thousands who have seen mediums
tied and untied by spirits ; and have the evi-
dence of their own senres in regard to mater-
ialization. If there were no genuine spirit mys-
teries, Mr. Cumberland occupation, would be
gone, and this very fact that o maoy trixters
make this matter the study of their lives, is
the best proof of the genuineness of spirit man-
ifestations. We see no reason why so much
space should be given in the columns of the
spiritual papers to advertising this man; every
notice of his performances is an advertisement
for him, which he secures without expense to
himself. As for ourselves, we are willing
Mr. Cumberland should go on cracking his toe
joints throughout all eternity if he 8o chooses;
such demonstrations do not detract from gen:
uine physical manifestations in the least, but
he bas managed to secure a larger amouut of
frce advertising than any other man 1 the
same line of business that has ever traveled.
And now that the public has been informed re-
garding him, we hope the spiritual press will
no longer notice him in their columns. Men
of his class grow fat on public charity ; with-
hold public notice of him .and he will die a
patural death. Spiritualism is too well under-
stood to be in the least danger from traveling
montebanks, and 8o long as he says he produces
all his manifestations himself, let such as are
interested in him support him ; he is of no in-
terest to Spiritualism, nor can he endanger it
in‘any way. Make him pay for hisadvertising
and then see how long we shall be bored with
his presence. ’

BOSTON LADIES AID SOCIETY.

Business demanding our presence in the oity
of Boston, Mass,, in the early part of January,
1883, we received a cordial invitation to attend
a meeting of the above named society, at their
rooms, No. 1081 Washington street. Four
o’clock in the afternoon found us at the hall,
and we were ushered into the presence of some
sixty ladies, and only three or four gentlemen.
This being the first Friday in the new year,
was the time for the election of officers for the
ensuing year, and when we entered the hall
theladies were earnestly at work preparing the
ballots for president ; this being the first time
we had ever attended a meeting of this kind,
we felt somewhat interested in the proceeding.
There is an opinion entertained by the male

S

members of creation, that they alone are qual-

ified to conduct business of this character ;
that ladies are not supposed to understand par-
liamentary rules ; and though ladies are the
workers, men must conduct their elections for
them, Let such as are egotistio enough to har-
bor such opinions in this age of the world, at-
tend one of these January meetings, and they
will learn something to their advantage in the
way of conducting elections. A more orderly
election we never saw, and we think if St. Paal
was present in spirit at that time, he must have
felt chagrined by the remembrance of what he
said regarding women. After the election was
over, tables were spread and all sat down to a
substantial lunch ; but about this time, several
of the opposite sex had found their way thither,
and whether they came for the purpose or not
they weretoo modest to refuse the invitation to
partake. After the physical man had been
cared for, the party broke up into groups, some
indulging in card playing, others in social con-
versation. While enjoying the society of sev-
eral of the ladies, that prince of good fellows,
Charley Sullivan, commenced singing in his
characteristic way, and we learned that that
was the signal for other duties and pleasures,
The newly elected president called the meet-
ing to order, and made one of the most practi-
cal speeches it has been our privilege to listen
toin many months. Speech making became the
order of the evening, and we listened attentive-
ly to the experiences of those present, but
the lady president had the good judgment to
reeerve for the last speaker Mr. John Witherbee,
of Boston. This gentleman has his own way of
stating what he has to say, and from what we

learned while there, we came to the conclusion
‘that meetings of this character would not B

complete if Mr. Witherbee was absent.

The object of the Boston Ladies Aid Society,
though a spiritual organization, has for its
platform, the care of the poor and needy, irre-
spective of caste or creed ; and we are glad to
see the members of this society manifest so
broad a hamanitarian spirit ; and we feel that
if 1n every city and town, the lady Spiritnalists
would organize such societies, great good
might be accomplished. But Spiritualists as
a class seem to feel that there is not enough of
them to do any thing of this kind ; two or
three can do a great amount of good if they
are so inclined, There are poor among our
own people that need assistance, and it is any-
thing but spiritual to let the sick and poor suf-
fer, when by a little exertion their wants could
be relieved. Spiritualists are too much inclined
to crawl into their own shells, while they pro-
fess to be humanitarians. Physical wants need
to be supplied as well as the spiritual wants ;
a starving body is a poor receptacle for a death-
less spirit ; & hungry man or woman or child,
cannot feel very angelic, and we believe the
most perfect angels are they who do angelic
work among the poor, for if they know how
to minister to a body and mind distressed, they
will know how and where to minister to the
spirits imprisoned after passing to spirit life.
Practical Spiritualism is what we want, and it
is what the world wants, and it is what we
must give them, or forever remain under a cloud.
We talk too much and do too little. Supposing
we reverse the order, do a little talking and make

ourselves conspicious by our doing.
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NO NERVE, NO FEELING.

So says the scientist. But we would like to
know if there is any feeling in the nerves? Why
there is any feeling 1n the nerves? Why is all
is all feeling and sensation lost when one isunder
the influence of ether or chloroform, the nerves
being uninjured, as is proven when the effect
of the ether or chloroform has passed off.
The nerves of the dead do not feel, though
they still exist, and are not marred. What is
the matter? We think the nerves are only
the avenues through which sensation is mani-
fested, and what feels is an invisible power that
manifests itself through the nerves. When
that power is withdrawn as in death, or held
by ether or chloroform, the nerves forget to
feel, and that seems to prove that there is no
feeling in the nerves, besides what is manifested
through them by an invisible life power. We
have the testimony of many who have had the
misfortune to lose & leg or an srm, that they
sometimes feel pain apparently in the limb that
8 gone. ,

But we have further proof that it is the in-
visible spirit that feels, and not the nerves,
Some sad and alarming news will seem to par-
alyze or prostrate the whole system, though
nothing is hit by it but the invisible spirit. In
cases of emergency and excitement the physi-
cal powers seem to be increased, when the fact
is, that it is only the inoreased power of the
invisible spirit that makes it appear to be the
outward form. The outward form is controlled
. by an invisible power within. In 1843, when
ammal maguoetism was the Millerism Christ
that came to earth with ten thousand of his
angels, they were afraid of it, thought it was
the dovil that God had sent instead of his Son;
that God had made a mistake. Ihad told them
beforehand that there wae something about to
happen that would dissapoint them, and they
would be its enemies. So it proved.

I hired a fourteen-year-old boy, in the spring
of 1843, and being a positive magnetiser my-
gelf, I put him into a magnetioc sleep, and soon
found that he was a clairvoyant. When he was
under my control in a trance, any one might
pinch him, prick him with a pin, or pull his
hair, and he would not cringe or seem to know
it. But when the same was done to me, he
would cringe, and seem to feel it more than I
did. How could that be possible ? Answer—
His spirituality was controlled by mine, and
had nothing to do with his own ontward form
while thus controlled, and as his physical form
was controlled by the life or spirit power with-
in me, what effected my outward formeffeoted
his also..

Up to that time I had been taught that when
the mortal form was dead, all was dead, and
would remain so till the mortal form would
be raised and made alive. I had no idea that
there was an invisible power in humanity that
could think, see, and know things beyond the
reach or sight of the mortal form. But soon
after I hired that boy, in early spring, nine of
my sheep strayed away, and I let him go with
8 young man that was in my employ, to search
in the neighborhood for them. They did not
find them. In the evening following their
fruitless search, as a matter of curiosity, the
boy was entranced and requested to find the

lost sheep if he could. In alittle while his coun-
ternance seemed to brighten, and he spoke,
saying : “I have found them, there are four-
teen.” The next morning he went with said
young man and found them with five other
sheep, just as he said he saw them the evening
before. They had strayed away beyond the
limit of our school district, where that boy
had never been. He proved on other occasions
that he could find things when in a trance that
he knew nothing of when he was in his normal
condition. On one occasion we wanted to
cross a branch of the White river, in early
spring when the water was high and riley.
The bauk had been washed away so that a tree
had fallen across the stream, the roots still
holding on the bank. The stream was about
thiriy feet across, and four {eet deep, running
fast. There was no way for us to oross the
stream, than to walk over on the limbs of that
fallen tree ; the swift moving caurrent and the
motion of thelimbs of the tree when we stepped
on them, made the boy dizzy, and to prevent
him from falling into the water, I took him by
the hand and used an 1ron bar for a staff to
keep my own balance. When we had got
about half way across, the water was so deep
that the bar went out of my hand before it
touched the bottom. We had then got where
the limbs were not quite as limber, and I suc-
ceeded in getting the boy across. Then I took
a hoe that had a very long handle, and tried to
find the bar, but did not touch it. After a long
search I was discouraged, and about giving it
up, and said it was of no use for me to search
any longer, The boy was then entrauced. His
back was towards me to prevent the sun from
shining in his eyes. He was three or four rods
from me and told me where to putthe hoe
down, aud how to move it, and by following
his directions, I took the bar up on the hoe the
first time, There was no huambug about it,
and I was astonished. When the boy was re-
stored to his normal condition, I wondered how
he could see in that riley water, when I could
not, and asked him how he found the bar. In
the simplicity of a child he answored, saying,

“I went right down in there and found the bar
half covered up with mud.” I knew his mor-
tal form did not go into the water and I knew
he had found the bar when I could not find it.
I could not help knowing then that there was
an invisible, conscious, intelligent something

in humanity, besides thevisible form. My old
theology took a dreadful shaking about that
time. '

On one occasion he left his hat on the bench
in the portico, and went to a camp-meeting and
stayed over night, but when he came home his
hat was gone, and no one knew where ‘it was.
I remembered seeing it on the bench in the
portico after he went to the meeting, and as
there was a strong wind that day I thought it
had been carried away by the wind. Not be-
ing able to find his hat, he wore his cap three
daysin September, and the weather being warm
it made his head ache, and in the evening of
the third day he asked me to put him to sleep,
(as he called it) saying “I want to see if I can
find my hat.” I put him to sleep and directed
his attention to the place where he left his hat.
In & moment he spoke, saying, “Solomon has
got it,” (our little boy two and a half years old)

and began to pant, saying, ‘‘there he goes,”
and seemed to be following him into the kit.
chen and through it, and through the oinque-
room and up the chamber stairs, and across the
chamber, and then said : “thereitis all jammed
up behind an old chest.” My wife went and
tound it just as he said ; that proved that he
could see past actions as well as things present.

On one occasion this boy was in a magnetio
sleep in a public assembly, and they wanted to
gee him souffle ; I told them to bring forward
the strongest man in the house if they wanted
to see bhim sonffle. They did so, and I put my
fingers on his combativeness and destraetive-
ness, and let him go for the strong man, but as
be was too much for the man, I excited his
bonevolence as quick as I could get to him,
and took him away, How he became so strong
when thus excited, I never knew. I felt no
loss of strength.

The boy was so susceptible to magmetism,
that when he was in his normal condition walk-
ing from me at a considerable distance, by my
will power I could stop him in a moment and
he oould not lift & foot. On one oceasion he
got up on a cart wheel and stood there some
six or eight rods from me, and with my will
power, I fastened him atanding up there and
he could not move till I willed him to. ,

By him I proved phrenology to be true, By
exciting his combativeness, (more properly
courage) I could send him to Niagara Falls,
and make him think he was standing on the
table rock, where he could see the sheet of
water poariog down into the deep below, and
he would smile and appear to be perfectly com-
posed and happy. But when I took off that
influence, and excited cautiousness, he would
cringe aud want to get away.

Icould give him & raw potato to eat, and
make him think he was eating a sweet orange,
or a delicious pear; I could send him to distant
cities, where he nor I had never been, by giving
him up to the care of some one that was ac-
quainted there. and he described them so that
those that were acquainted there, said he was
correct.

Experiments with him prepared me to be-
lievein Spiritnalism when the raps came. What
I have seen and heard, has convinced me that
the one that feels, thinks, sees, acts and is con-
scious, is invisible, and manifests itself through
the visible form, is the builder of that form,
and can exist when out of it.

That boy is now over fifty years old, and
still lives in Braintree, Vt., and says he can

feel my iufluence every time when he is near
me. He is a Spiritualist.
Jacos A. Spear.

BOOK NOTICES.

We received from Messrs. Colby & Rich,pub-
iishers of the Banner of Light, a copy of Prof.
8. B. Britten’s latest work, The¢ Battle Ground
of the Spiritual Reformation. Every one as-
sociated with the present spiritual movemeat,
no doubt feel that they shou'd help fight its
battles ; but how little can be done by isolated
individual effort. The most powerful enemy
Spiritualism has to contend againat, is the press.
Individual assaults do but little harm, for they
only reach a few, but the press is nearly omni-
potent in its scope and influence. Here is the
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true battle field , and there are nome better
qualified to lead the charge than Prof. Britten.
Thie, his latest contribution to the spiritual
literature of the day, should be in the hands
of every Spiritualist ; few really comprehend
how much Prof, Britten bas done to place
Spiritnalism before the reading public in its
true lights, We trust this work will find a
ready sale, not only among Spiritualists , but
every one who loves the right, who loves to
see justice done should have a copy.

Send to Messrs. Colby & Rich, of the
Banner of Light.

—Received from D. Lothrop & Co., of Boston,
Mase,, a copy of Wide-Awake and one of
Baby Land. The formerisa very handsome-
ly gotten up magazine of 144 pages and 150
pictures. The contributors to this magasine
are all able and pleasing writers. We know
of no other magazine 8o entertaining for the
young. Their motto is “Fight nteresting bad
literature with interesting good literature.”
This magazine makes a handsome ,Christmas
and New Year or holiday present. Price per
year $2.50. 8end to D. Lothrop & Co. Boston,
Mass.

—— e ———

" THE EMPLOYER AND EMPLO YED,
OR,
Nores or Lire 1y A Corron MiLL.

BY WARREN BOYNTON

CHAPTER 4.

Sueh a message caused a great shock to one
of such a geunsitive nature as Mrs. Ackerton.
Did the proprietor of the factory mean to op-
press her ? Did he not know her trials? Yes
indeed, for she had artlessly told him all her
troubles ; did he know that she belonged to
the same communion as himeelf ; that they
had, and were now united under the same ar-
ticles of faith ; that he should have known,
but for all that or without any such connection,
would he drive a forlorn and helpless strug-
gling woman with three children to support,
intothe street to seek a shelter over their heads,
on such short notice? What had she done to
deserve such treatment? Was it not enough
that her boy’s wages were withheld ? Did not
that pay off the score of indignation which
her course of conduct had merited from their
hands? Where could she go? What could
she do? No house or shelter for herself and
little ones, and none to be had, for every tene-
ment in the village was oocupied to its fullest
capacity. But, she thought, they will not drive
me out a8 long as I keep some of their opera-
tives to board—but she was doomed to disap-
pointment here also, for that evening every
boarder packed up his things and left her house
without & moment’es notice, and some of them
were in arrears for board. Her case seemed a
desperate one indeed; she retired to bed only
to weep and pour forth her sorrows in prayer
to the widow’s God. In the morningshe arose
early in order to repair to the house of the
proprietor to plead with him to stay, at least,
his cruel mandate. But before she was ready,
8 loud rap was heard at the street door. She
opened it with fear and trembling, and who
should be there but the proprietor of the mill.

He bade her good morning, she tried to re-
spond, but only uttered sobs. When she could
speak, she said, “Brother Bond, do you in-
tend to turn me and my family into the street?”
The idea of Brother, was something new to
him, but he replied, “We do not wish yon to
be turned into the street. We find it necessary
to give another family your place, as you do
not furnish us with any help. However, I think
there is something wrong somewhere, which i
mean to unravel. But why did you call me
brother?” 8aid she, “because we both belong
to the same church ; and I am surprised and
pained that you could do by me as you have
undertaken under the circumstances.” “Do
you belong to charch P’ “I do indeed.”
“Well I did not know that betore.” She re-
pleid “whether you knew it or not, I do. But
that, I consider, is no good or valid reason why
you should or should not oppress me. I am a
poor widow with a family of helpless children,
and your humanity should prompt you to treat
me with ordinary respect, and not oppress me.
I have these fatherless children, who look to
me for support ; and all the hours of the past
night I have prayed and wept before the God
of the helplesa.” Said he “I do not know what
made me come here this morning. I did not
want to, but something seemed to urge me
forward in this direction ; and when I came
along here I could have gone past, but it seemed
to me asif I must stop and see you. I could
not sleep last night , I tried hard to compose
myself, but it was of no use ; it seemed sall
night as if something was wrong and I had
unconsciously had a hand in it. T arose early
this morning and started in this direction, with-
out any particular design except to take a
morning walk ; I had a strong impression to
call on you; I knew that you had received no
tice to vacate ; and kad no desire to see you,
tor I was told you was a perfect Santippe, and
your children or boy in particular, was a head-
strong, saucy and ungovernable ohild. But
somehow I could not resist coming to see you
without doing violence to my better nature.
Solhavecalled.” This conversation all occurred
at the door. “Walk in, Mr. Bond,” said she,
(begging his pardon for not inviting him in be-
fore) “and be seated.” He came in and took
a seat where he had a full view of the two
little girls as they lay sleeping like two cherubs,
in their cot in the corner of the room adjoining.
Said he, “Mrs. Ackerton are those two little
children in the cot yours?” “They are my
twins,” she replied. “How exactly alike they
are,” said he. “Can you distinguish them?” “Oh
yes,” said the mother, “very readily .” “How
beautiful they are,” he exclaimed, “do you in-
tend to rear those little girls for the cotton
mill #” “No,” she said, as the tears chased each
other down her cheeks, “I had nosuch an ides,
but I know not what I may be obliged to do.”
“Oh Mrs. Ackerton !” said he, “this factory
business has given me much disquietude ; it
has caused me many misgivings, I have often
regretted that I invested my money in such a
white slave operation, not but what the man-
ufacture of cotton good is legitimate and right,
but the manner of conducting the manufactory.
I have tried to make myself believe that it was
right. Your case the other day was only one
of many ; I have tried to make my conscience

sucoumb to business, but I have often feared
that my love of gain would so dwarf my moral
nature, that I should at length become callous
to the voice of my higher nature, and thereby
ruin all my prospects tor a better fature. Idid
not realize what an accursed busiuness it was or
could become ; it sometimes seems to me that
the stain of haman blood is upon the cotton
when it leaves the fields of the South, and that
another and deeper stain must be added by
soul and body crushiug at the north. I must
work a reform ; 1am in the business and I will
labor to remove this evil if possible ; if not I
will dispose of this bloody, and soul and body
killing traffic. I have followed the advice Of
my superintendent altogether, and now I feel
that I have been misled and that cruelty
has been practised in my mill.” “I am glad to
hear you talk so,” said the widow, “I cannot
rest as matters stand,” said he, “I feel that the
widows’ prayers and orphans’ tears and the
crushing and degeneriting influence upon
others, will totally destroy all the good there
isin me ; I never was made for a slave master,
and I will not harden my heart for all the gains
of any business. I have the meauns, and ability
to institute a reform ; and I will commence to-
day. You may keep your tenement, and in-
stead of charging you six dollars per month,
I will let you have it for four, which is a good
percentage on cost ; and if yon are not able to
do that, come to me aud I will see what more
can be done. We owe you two dollars, here
is five;take it and say nothing. I will also
raise the wages of the operatives and shorten
the hours of labor from fourteen to ten, 8o as
to give all who chose a chance to attend meet-_
ings and lectures, or to read at howme ; tho price
of boarding will hereafter be one dollar and
fifty cents per week for girls, ‘instead of one
dollar and twenty-five, and twenty-five per cent
more for men and boys. I will establish a
school in my mill where all the children shalt
attend alternately a half day each aud labor
the other dalf ; I know this will increase my
expenses without a corresponding income, or
at least it seems probable that that will be the
result, but [ will do it. I shall haveoverseers
and foremen who will treat those under theiwr
charge with respect and tenderness; I shall
allow a majority of. the operatives as bona fide
evidence against the conduct of my overseer or
toreman. I shall try for a reform ; by the help
of God I will have one.” “You talk like a
true son of New England,” said she, “and are
worthy of your sires. I am truly rejoiced and
thankful to hear you discourse in this manner
for one, my weal and woe and that of my
helpless offsprings, seem now to hang upon the
fulfilment of your truly christian resolation. I
am thankful to you and the spirit that prompts
you to such a noble enterprise, tosach a philan-
thropic movement ; for itseems to me that I
must yield to dark despair when matters stood
and faced me in all their terrible aspects, so
withering, so orushing, so devastating to all
my hopes, but now the san arises again with

promise, warm and productive of happivess.”
Said he, “If you desire it, your children may
go to the factory school; now be of good cheer,
and before you suffer the want of any neces-
sary things come to me.” And bidding her
good day, he left the house.

(To be continued.)

Digitized by GOOS[Q




February, 1888.

The Olive Branch.

. 33

NEW YEARS GREETING.

THROUGH THE ORGANISM OR FANNY CROCKEB.
SPIRIT R. D. OWEN.

In the circnit of life are many mysteries that
the mind of man at the present time is not en-
lightened on. In his daily rounds of existence
in the duties which are incumbent onhim, be-
sides the many responsibilities that nzturally
fall to his share, as being his part to take upon
him under such a subject are unfathomable tree.
It will take more than the natural life to un-
ravel this, Urged onward by tnose influences
which come at his bidding, he is rendered mis-
erable or bappy. With himself it rests for
good or evil, within his own breast can be
hidden that which determins his peace or vex-
ation. Much can be learnt by observance of
yourselves first, and then be careful how you
pass judgment on your brother. It is often
the case that he who sits at the head of your
judicial Court, passes sentence upon those who
in a hasty moment fringed upon a law,- but
within themselves are principles reaching bhigh-
er than in him who passed the sentence. In
choosing men for such oftices where justice and
equity should preside, it behoves you all to
exercisc the greatest scrutiny as to oharacter
and certain proclivities which cling closely to
many individuals, In your courts justice should
hold supreme sway, her symbol is the ballance,
yet how often are the ends of justice defeated,
vay eold to the highest bidder. Oh my friends
how much needs reformation, how much in the
affairs of State need a cleansing, such as in the
minds of man was never known, Party is the
theme not principle. He who can hold within
his hand the golden key, is the one to be wor-
shipped. This must change, many who will see
their error, and many will be sunk in thedepths
of deepair. To them the hour will sooner or
later come where they must release their hold on
all earthly things, Come soul, make money, youn
have houses and barns, but what if your soul
is demanded of you that night? In this
sentence is illustrated the fne examples which
are set forth in the life of the Nazarene, and
which should call the attention of earth’s peo-
ple in the nineteenth century. Come to the
front and give of your plenty to your starving
brother, feed and encourage him in the great
struggle of life, make his home happy, and
-when the blazing hearth’ warms you and merry
voices of gladness echo in your halls, then re-
member the pitiless child of poverty, ill-clad
and shoelers out in the street. Be not obliv-
ious to these truths, take them to your home,
take them to your hearts, ponderonthese thivgs
which assume such magnitage ; olose not your
eyes and say “I see them not,” nor your ears
that you hear them not. Oh! how we strive
to help humanity, and our spirit often sorrows
for those who sit in the shadows, wooed by
despair. 'We would come, this new year, to
you in full assurance of love, we will give our
help to those who seek the truth and unto
those who doubt the possibility of our commu-
nicating with the dwellers on earth. Say, we
greet you in truth and purity of spirit. Come
jon us in the great woik of redeeming all hu-
manity. :
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SOULLESS PRAYERS.
Selected.
I do not like to bhear him pray,
On beaded koee about an hour,
For grace to spead aright the day,
Who knows his neighbor has no flour.

I'd rather see him go to mill

And buy the luckless brother bread
And see bis children eat their fill,

A laugh beneath their humble shed.

I do not like to hear him pray,
*‘Let blessings on the widow be,”
Who never seeks her home to say—
“If want o’ertakes you, come to me.”

I hate the prayer so loud and long,
That's offered for the orphan’s weal,
By him who sees him crushed by wrong,

And only with the lips doth feel.

I do not like to hear her pray,
With jewelled ear and silkea dress,
Whose washerwoman toils all day,
And then is asked to work for less,

SBuch pious falsehoods I despise !
The folded hands, the face demure,

Of those with sanctimonious eyes,
Who steal the earnings of the poor.

Those sainted faces that they wear
To church and for the public eye,
Hide things they are not on the square,
And wickedness done on the sly.

I do not like such goulless prayers |
If wrong, I hope to be forgiven;

Such prayers no angel upward bears—
They're lost a million miles from heaven.

PEN SKETCHES.

Dgar OLive Branca:—Since writing you
last October from Oakland, I have served the
first society of spiritualists at San Francisco,
an engagment of one month and delivered
some lectures for the Oakland society. I tound
the society at Oakland had engaged a lady
speaker for the fall and winter, and that she
was doing eflicient work. '

Through the politeness of Brother Grover,
I visited his beautiful home at Santa Cruz,
and gave some lectures in the Church that
Brother Grover had recently purchased, and to
large and appreciative audiences. My stay at
his elegant cottage-home, embowered with
evergreens and vines and fresh blooming flowers,
was one of the most delightful experiences of
my life, The OrLive BraxcH comes to his
home regularly and I found in his library. the
back numbers preserved in book form. Bro.
Grover and his estimable wife are both earnest
workers for the causé of spiritualism in their
place, and hope soon to establish regular meet-
ings in the Church he has bought. I left that
charming place with many regrets, promising
to return some future time to renew my work
there.

From Santa Cruz I visited Stockton, & town
of some twenty thousand inhabitants. I found
a pleasant home with Bro.” Cook and lady.
They both are true-hearted spiritaalists and
have labored to open the eyes of the blind
in that orthodo¥ énslaved community. Mys.
lectures were largely attended and some good
was done among the more appreciative minds,
but the press, true to its time serving spirit,
made ridicule of both my lectures and the sub-
jeot of epiritnalism. Bro. Cook is a subscriber
for the OLive Beanom and the Banner of
Light, and he does missionery daty by circula-
ting those atmong his more thoughtful minded
friends, ' ‘

From Stockton I visited Modesto, a very
pleasant town of some three thousand inhabi-
tance. Here I found a genial home with Bro.
and Sister Lapham. Mrs, Lapham is an ener-
getic woman and a warm advocate ot spiritual-
ism. Bro. Lapham was the early friend of A.
J. Davis, living at his father’s home at the
time he was giving that wonderful book “Na-
tures Divine Revelations.”

I spoke two Sundays to large audiences and
formed the acquaintances of some very inter-
esting friends. Christmas dinner was served
at the home of Mrs, Thompson to a large num-
ber of guests, your humble Bishop making one
of that interesting party. The day was de-
lightful and warm, and the doors and windows
were opened to receive the cheerful sunshine.
A very beautiful collection of roses and flowers
from the garden decorated the table and gave
to the scene the air of early spring. I parted
with reluctance from my pew found friends
and took up my Pilgrim staff tor Turlock, where
I gave a week night lecture. Turlock is a small
town where Bro. John Mitchell resides, the
owner of one hundred thousand acres of valu-
able prairie land.” Bro. Mitchell intends to baild
up a community of progressive minds and sell
lands to only those who are untrammeled by
sectarianism.

From Turlock Icame to Merced, where I am
penning these lines in the pleasant cottage of
Mrs. Steele, editoress of the Argus, a paper
published here. Mrs. Steele is a woman of
large and interesting experiences, having come
here from New York city in the early history
of California. She has been a reformer
every sense of that word and has been a fine
platform advooate tor temperence. I go from
here to the village of Hanford and thence to
Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Riverside and
San Diego.

The last day of the year here went out in a
snow storm, the first seen in this community
for more than ten years. The novelty of the
scene was much enjoyed by old and young.
The fiowers in the gardens drooped their heads
in disgust, and craved the warm sympathy of
the sun. New Years day-the san came out
in all his glory and the earth smiled a happy
welcome to the New Year.

Looking from my window upon the garden
where the roses and flowers were lifting their
heads from the melting snow, the following
lines came to my muse, which I add to this
communication:

Come out for the snow has melted away,
And Morn from her b.d of dew lighted spray
Looks. out o’er the landscape of the radiant earth,
And sweet carols ring in glad songs of mirth.
The trees are budding in greenness again
And the birds pipe forth a glsdsome refrain,
The roses are blu:hiog in fragrance anew—
As the sun gently lifts his curtain of deW
Bright tiuant spring how came you this way.
To gather so early the roses of May ?
From the whisp-ring winds and hill-tops, I hear,
The answer I crave with a welcome of cheer,
“] have come from the rosiest hues of the morn,
Where the Orient smiles and the earth seems new-
born.
[ come with the heart of Beauty and Love,
To guide you in spirit to my gardens above
Be brave and pure and the sun shall entwine,
Thy spirit forever with the divine!
. BisHOP A. Bmavs,
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PENAL SUNDAYS, AND ENFORCED
RELIGIOUS REST.

A BEERMON DELIVERED BY REV. E. P. POWEKLL,
IN THE UTICA OPERA HOUSE,

We are indebted to religion for our holi-
days. We are indebted to common sense for
the way we keep them ; or rather the religion
of these days is to make a sensible use of
whatever we have. Sunday as a memorial day
of a very apocryphal rest on the part of God,
was a relio of interest only to religious anti-
quarians. Sunday as modified and developed
by Calvinism, was an intolerable burden. We
are beginning to use it tor practical rest. Rest
that is of any value is not torpor or idlenees,
but a change of activity. A man who gets
eight hours of sleep in a day, gets enongh rest
of that sort. One day in seven to do nothing,
is not a natural requisite; neither is it of value
as a day for sweeping up the week’s sins and
offering as compensation a few cheap prayers
and the incense of remorse.

Religion does not own the day nor has it any
right to diotate laws for it. It is man’s day,
made by man and for man. One age cannot
dictate to the next how it shall dress, nor what
it shall eat, nor how it shall rest. It is an out-
rage, worse than anything done in the times of
Laud or Philip II, to make laws forbidding
me to use one seventh of my time in any de-
cent and honest way that my own reason and
necessities require. It is worse because it is
legislation of a tyrannical sort in an enlightened
age. It is a grip of the old octopus of eocle-
siasticism, whose arms have been everywhere
from the cradle of the babe, to the bed of the
dying, ordering our eating and our sleeping,
and meddling with all our employments and
even our secret thoughts with man and God.
It has been compelled to put away its thamb
sorews and racks;ita bonfires it dare not kindle.
But it will not easily die; suppressed in one
direction, it reappears in another,

Sunday as a day of religious worship, is the
pure choice of the individual. Whoever de-
sires Lo spend his day in worship, can do so;
but that man has thereby acquired no right to
compel his neighbors to give up their ocoupa-
tions to accommodate him. If he and his
like, build huge churches and choose to assem-
ble there, they do not thereby secure any na-
tural right to forbid me to attend any other
sort of assembly that I like ; nor to stop the
wheels of my cart full of commodities, if I
drive by their door. If they like to dress in
their best clothes and pass down my street
with prayer bobks, they have thereby acquired
no right to say Ishall not pick my basket full
of pears or dig it full of potatoes, while they
sing psalms or enjoy their new organ.

I am taxed to pay the taxes of their priests,
parsons and church property. Shall the state
of which I am a citizen, compel me also to lose
the time in which I can earn the money to pay
that tax. They insist on withdrawing from
the productive capital of the United States
nearly one billion of property ; and the boot
black must help to make up the deficit. But
the bootblack is also robbed of one-seventh of
his earnings, on that day, when every poor
house-servant in the land is compelled at the

back door to polish his master’s boots without

compensation, except such as he gets by proxy
in his master’s service.

There is more shaving done on Sunday than
on all the other days in the week combined,
but the barber must not have a hand in it be-
cause he will thereby desecrate the day. The
coachman must double groom his horses, and
dash through the streets to carry his master to
the sanctuary ; bat the drayman must not dare
to carry a load of wood to his backdoor at the
same time.

The Penal Code is an effort to make us, who
are products of the nineteenth century, con-
form ourselves to the eighteenth. It is trying
to fit us to what we have out-grown. It says,
enjoy yourselyes as men tried to enjoy them-
selves a thousand years ago ; rest as they did
who bad none of your wants and none of your
capaocities.

As a matter of fact, the Sunday of ecclesiasti-
cism is the Sunday of a small portion of the
people. Not over one-twentieth of the popa-
lation attends church. The people as & whole
are not in harmony with any such day and its
penal usages. The most uncomfortable, tire-
some, unrestful of all occupations to the masses,
is church going.  Right or wrong, the hod-
carrier does not enjoy a stiff suit of olothes in
place of his blouse, a stiff walk, and a stiff
day. The church has recognized this in giv-
ing for the old fashioned three hours sermons,
the finest of music, a good deal of light service,
and very short half hour sermons, Bat if it
were not for the social associations and the re-
vivals, the churches would not survive tem
years. Let the people alone, and these things
will adjust themselves. Human demand al-
ways finds human supply.” Wanted whest,
more wheat will be raised. @Wanted meat,
more land will be turned to grazing. It is a
law that never fails, that supply adjusts itselt
to demand. It is equally true spiritually and
intellectuslly,. =~ Where schools are wanted,
schools will be, Where newspapers are wanted,
presses will be set up. But things and customs
die out in the same way. When the people no
longer need a specific custom or a peculiar wor-
ship, they will not have it. It must go. The
past is full of religious relica. @~ What the
people require is a rest that involves
the spirit and needs of this age. These are

(1), entire freedom. No American can rest
under compulsion. Our blood is too full of
the {ourth of July to allow of the Penal Sun-
day. We will not rest under tyranny. You
make our rest day a part of our jail and peni-
tentiary system. You swing handcuffs in our
faces and say, now enjoy yourselves, or
Shakespere makes Falstaff say “If reasons
were as plenty as blackberries, I would not
give a reason on compulsion.” The American
is born with a Declaration of Independence in
his eye. He has read Jefferson’s manifesto be-
fore birth, by heredity. Iteis his mission to
break yokes, Unfortunately heinherits also one
great terror—Hell has been in New England
blood so long, it has constituted a sort of ab.
dolute tyranny. But the Devil must follow
George the Third out of thiscountry. Hehas
little of his old power, just enough to keep the
masses from entire freedom. The Penal Code
is based on man’s fear of Hell. You mustnot

work; you must not be gay ; you must walk a

beaten track, to secure salvation from an angry
God. The coming Sunday will be the emanci-
pation day of humanity. Spiritual tyranny is
no more acceptable when it orders us to take
a rest, then when it oracks a whip and says,
“Love God.” The priest has no more right to
order us not to carry a burden, than the king
has to order us to carry one. It is taxation to
take away our wages that are earned ; and it
is taxation to prevent us from earning wages.
The Penal Code, and your City Penal ordinan-
ces about Sunday, imply an unrecovered part
of human rights. Itis not a question of li-
cense, but of liberty.

Our forefathers understood that every old
granny’s teapot must be protected as much as
their own lands and houses. A newsboy is an
American citizen,and his rights are inalienable;
or else yours and mine are not.

We must go down to bottom rock in this
matter. It is not a question of how to regulate
Sundays, s0 a8 to somewhsat equalize its in-
structions; it is not a question of how far to
go in forbidding trade and work ; it is a vital
crime against human rights to restrict or for-
bid it at all. Sunday is, so far as the civil law
is concerned, only a holiday, like other holidays.
You may by law regulate contracts, giving em-
ployees the use of the day, without labor ; but
you cannot forbid them to labor if they wish.
The American Constitution does mot get its
authority from the ten commandments, nor
does common law find its basis in the ecclesias-
tioal notions of the Calvimsts. But even Calvin
adjourned his services at times to attend a Sun-
day theater. Tobe sure the play wass versified

“Aocts of the Apostles,” or ““The dreadful Fate
of Jud®s.” When Oonstantine was Romah

Emperer, Sunday laws were first enacted, but
they only restricted farm work, and slightly
modified the use of the day for travel.

(2.) The people require a rest that involves
a great deal of out door recreation. It is no
longer with them a sin to laugh or jump onm
Sunday. The olerk and the merchant do not
get sunshine enough on week days, they do
not get that delicious flow of the blood that
comes from strolling among trees and flowere,
If you wish to enforce any religion, it must be
8 religion of nature. But yom could make
daisies and dandelions repulsive if you ocom-
manded me to walk among them under penalty.

Nature and God are no longer alienated,
evolution shows us the Eternal Divine foroe
working forward and upward, as natare. The
world is the bosom of God; we are his children
in his arms. Sunday is emphatically the home

.| day when we can go to our Father in the gen-

tleness of a family reunion. It isin the clover
fields and the glens where some of us find him.
He sits on the rocks by the springs and waits
for us ; He is with us most, when most we can
see the spirit and comprehend the processes of
physical nature about us.

You have neither the right nor the power to
shut men up from a gleeful, peaceful enjoyment
of the world. Your Gothie arches, and win-
dows covered with mythical virgins and angels
and talking animals, are no whit more religious
than my elms, and animals, that love if they
do not talk; and my boys that shout in joy, not
knowing it to be breaking the Holy Sanday.

(3.) The people require a Sunday that is s
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day for the body quite as much as for the soul
This involves feasting rather than fasting. It
is the family day, where old and young can
gather around the festive board and withoat
the distraction of business, really enjoy a famiy
meal. Modern life has given us a marvellous
array of delicious viands ; the whole world
comes to our tables ; your dinner to-day with
its turkeys, its berries, its oranges, its nuts, its
fish, represents the stage of civilisation. It is
an international dinner. I do not know as
feasting can always be indulged in as heartily
ag it is by good Christians, without expeoting
snother class on 8 lower plane to indulge in
oonsiderable rioting. The abuse does not dis-
honor the use ; but must be gotten rid of hy
sensible teaching and not by asceticism.

You ean never get men back to a theology
that scorns the body and mortifies it every
Sunday on baked beans and carraway seeds.
The body is recognized now, asnot a clog but
asan honorable partner of the soul; and a sound
body well fed, is an absolute requisite to decent
intellectual work and good morals. Bad
morals are not & result of a rioh animal life.
Your diseased stomachs and inflamed livers,
and red hot brains are the bottom of drunken-
ness and debauchery ; your bodies that have
not & decent circulation, are the ones that lead

‘to filth. Baked beans and bad tempers are
correlative terms, A right kind of rest and
enough of it will make men moral, and at the
same time will give them good sound bodies
with no unhealthy demands. You will never
again find religious literature charged with the
idea that to be born to God is to die to the world.
Nor will yon hear the senses spoken of as
enemies to the spirit. Thereis no proper spirit-
ualism that isnot based on healthy nerves. Any
pledge of religion that unduly excites the
nervous system, 18 not only a foe to the body,
but to the soul. Dyspeptics and hysterics with
their visions and their miracles, and their con-
tortions, are no longer the special agencies of
the Divine Spirit ; their hallucinations are no
longer revelations from God. KEpilepsy does
not make a saint, nor does starvation.

But as a matter of fact ecolesiasticism does
not any longer refuse to feast. After devo-
tion comes indulgence ; 1t has been paid for
in prayers; but while the affluent Pharisee
snuffs his roasted fowls and eritically discusses
his beef, the newsboy and bootblack must hive
on orange peels and garbage, for it will not do
for them to earn a better dinner. Your Penal
Code does not disturb the rich, but it grinds
the poor.

A sacred day that is so brittle, that a flower
girl will break it by selling a rose bud, or a
needle woman by carrying home a bundle of
work that she finished at two o’clock last night
is too vitreous for practical use. We want a
Sunday that won’t break with even a shoe-
maker’s hammer or a spade that must be used
in the interest of a hungry wife and starving
babes,

I read, the other day, of a Jew ‘arrested in
New York, for earning a few pennies on the
last Holy Day. He said, “See here, I kept my
Sabbath, that was as much as I could afford.
On Bunday, I earn just a little more than on
other days, and it gives my children three good
meals, Now, you have taken me from my

earnings and I have so much—just enough for
their breakfast, where shall they get their
dinner and supper.” No matter, Mr. Joew, this
is a christian land, and the church people must
not be disturbed at their prayers. They want
to rest, and it is the business of all the ma-
chinery of the government tosee thata Jew, a
half-a-mile from one_of their conventicles does
not sell a peanut. There has been a good
deal of complaint by divers religious associa-
tions, becaunse there is no God in the Constitu-
tion. No matter, there is a devil in our common
law. And now petty judges, all over the land,
decide that this is a Christian land ; and there-
fore being very Christian, 1t is not bound to
respect the religious convictions of Jews at
all. You have no more legal right to claim
this land as Christian, than the Catholic has
to claim it as Papal ; or the Methodist as Ar-
minign, The United States belong to the peo-
ple and by the grace of common sense and our
right arms, we mean to keep it. ,

(4.) But beside the most bountifal supply of
oapital things for the body, the ages have given
us a grand array of good things for the mind,
and these belong to Sunday. Sunday to make
it legitimately restfnl, must include mausic, art
and science. It is no tax on most people to
think a little harder on Sunday. The most
complete rest to a hod carrier, would be intel-
lectual activity wisely directed. Exaoctly so,
says the ecolesiastic ; let them go to chureh,
and think. We will teach them all they need
to know. That is why we want a Penal Code,
It will fill up our churches. But the hod car-
rier chimes in with the scientist and all thinking
men, that so far as the practical affairs of life
are concerned, the churches never tounch them.
It would be sacrilege to discuss what would
add to the comfort and income of the poor
parishioners ; the single object is to save his
soul. Therefore the people turn elsewhere for
the gospel. The four gospels of the nineteenth
century are, Liberty, Morality, Education and
Industry ; and the Acts of the Apostles are
not alot of miracles, but simple deeds of natural
charity. Tom Jones who carries a Christmas
loaf to a poor widow, is more interesting to
the masses than Bt. Peter at the Feast of
Pentecost. If you want men to go to church,
preach the gospel of science; that feeds them,
and gives them the laws of better living.

The one end of ecolesiasticism has aiways
been to foroe us to church. It hasbeen almost
impossible in this free country to have public
libraries open on the only day when the major-
ity could use them. The good things the ages
have given us, peculiarly belong to our day of
rest; that is physical food,mental food and moral
food.

The Sunday of the future will not be a day
devoted to the art of saying over what has
been said & million times before, but to impart-
ing the most useful information about the
world and man. It will not be a sin to at-
tend a concert or a theater ; but then, when
you lift off the ban, the curse of the church,
your convert and theater will be of the best
sort. No musie will be so fine as that of Sun-
day ; no acting so good or 8o elevating as that
of your holiday,

The press is a modern institution. Periodi-
cal literature and the newspaper as we now

have it, are not 8 generation old. It is true
that the Bible was once the best of reading.
It was so much better than the sermons and
religious magasines of that day, that it is no
wonder it was thought to be super naturally
so. The Bible and Josephus were once
our religion and our entertainment. They gave
us all of our history and our biographies ; they
were our lightest reading and our weightiest,
Not one family in one hundred had seen a Shak-
speare or a Milton; it was asin toread Walter
Soott. Bunyan came in as a bridge to the
modern novel. Harper and the Century and the
Atlantio are now on three tables out of four
among average families. = They are making
character ten times as fast as Issiah and Paul.
It ia all pretense that you revere your Bible so
much. It is practically written in & dead lan-
gusge, When it lies beside a volume of Long- .
felloy, you prefer the latter. I have a right
to make use of the best intellectual food of the
age, and to get the best moral inspiration; so
bave you, Q@et it in your way, if you will, but
see to it you do not debsr me from my rights
as a citizen of this century.

The rest day is peouliarly and to many the
only day to keep pace with the world intellect-
ually. Wendell Phillips tells us of certain
lost arts. It is an undiscovered art that the
pietist helieves, when he tells us that in death
weshall know all things by inspiration. Modern -
life believes only in knowing by working.

(5.) The modern Sunday must be absolutely
s modern day, the product of modern life, and
no whit modelled after a Jewish or Egyptian
or Greek day of two thousand years ago. Nor
above all things must it be the provincial
pinched affair of moral corsets and religious
whalebone, which passed for rest in New Eng-
land, when consciences were carbuncles and
religion was dying to the world.

The morals of the 19th century, consist in
that “deadly thing” called doing. Morals are no
longer a matter of starvation and abstinence, -
a matter of bitter self-denial. Ihave not only
a right bat a moral right to play with a pack
of cards, or go to a theater or pitch quoits on
Sunday, if it conduces to my health and good
humor. There are more morals in Wallace's Is-
land life, than in John Bunyan ; more in Dar-
win’s origin of species, than in a cart load of
sermons preached by Jonathan KEdwards,
or by Spiargeon. The days, the woods,
the skies, the demands of human nature, all of
which are the books studied by acience, are full
of morals. The morals of the last century
were not natural butsupernatural morals, They
oonsisted in fasting, in praying, in singing, in
abataining from oards, theaters and novels, in
going to churach, in keeping the Sabbath in a
napkin. Not one of these practices wasin the
slightest degree moral.

Modern life is emphatically indigenous to the
inventions, discoveries and science of thetimes.
Its rest must be as peculiar as its work. What
rested Miles Standish would weary George
Bancroft. Chureh rest and polemic rest grew
out of the isolated condition of the old colon.
msts. Rest for us is rest from just the opposite
condition ot no isolation at all. Who is rested
to-day by hearing a three hour explanation of
original sin or total depravity ?

The objection to the Penal Sunday, is that
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it is an usurpation of the State. The State has
no more right to make' special legislation for
Sunday than for Wednesday. It has no more
_right to prevent ue from digging & hill of po-
tatoes, than from eating a potato when dug.
The logical end of such inquisitive - legislation’
is the consistory set up by Calvin'in Geneva.
It leaves us ‘at the mercy of policemen and
police judges; every policeman is an intrepre-
ter of one of the most dangerous laws ever
enacted. o
Jesus said, the Sabbath was made for
man, but New York State has discovered that
Jesus was mistaken. Man was made for the
Sabbath, and not the Sabbath for man. Schlie-
man digging after old Troy, ‘is nothing to the
exhumations of Mr. Field and Mr. Noyes.
They have gone down into the old orypt of
dead laws and forgotten statutes, and brought
up the bones of Calvinism. They have gytio-
ulated the remains to their best abilitv. No
one doubts their genuineness, but every one
doubts their fitness and deceney. Itis legsla-
ting in the interest of the church; in other
words it is a union of church and state, and in
the interest of the former. Our laws are very
far from warranting the boast, that we have
severed church and state. In taxation,the church
has the advantage ; in the control of educa-
tion, the church has the advantage. In penal
" worship, we become slaves of the-church. The
State has no right to recognize anything but
oitizens, Robert Ingersoll is as good before
just law as Dewitt Talmage. : :
That there is a desire on the part of the
clergy to see the Penal Code enforoed, is proved
by their meetings in New York city to secure
that end. Whenever there is an effort to com-
pel the community to adopt the views and
practices of a few, 1t is called reform. Express
wagons are to -be reformed -out of delivering
very important packages on Sunday. Meat-
markets can serve your steaks up to a particu-
* larhour ; but boy revivalists ¢an howl their
patent salvation at any hour. Sunday school
children can carry library books through the
streets, that contain one ounce of truth and
good sense to nine of falsehood and poison,
but telegraph boys cannot carry a bundle con-
taining a brush and comb and an extra shirt
for a man ordered to unexpected service on
the railroad. Newspapers must not be sold on
the streets by boys ; but they may distribute
juvenile religions papers in the charches,
It is illegal for a band of mausic, atthe head
of a funeral procession, to disturb the song
service of young men, who are on the train to
Heaven. The little fellows who make the best
kind of timber for future Mayors, and
these lads who are the thriftiest, most
gentlemanly little fellows in our streets, must
pot call ont their wares; while your church bells
make a clangor that would drown the voices
of an army of newsboys. The parson ories
out the collection of the day, and takes in some
of the half dimes his hearers wonld have spent
for a morning paper, had they seen one,
Ecclesiasticism has its own way. It must
make all the noises on Sunday, do all the boot-
blacking and paper vending, and make all the
money in the bargain. It forbids and it bids.
‘We must eat and drink, and buy and sell, and
laugh and walk, and give and take at its direo-

tion. The publican who beats a gong to call
in"customers, must go tojail ; but the sick who
endure the clangor of church bells on Sunday,
wish the man in the belfry in as secure a rest.
The law forbids all noise disturbing the peace
of the day. Let them begin with the bells
and the religious shouting, and end with base
ball players and dancers. But the man who
fires a gun in the distant woods, may be ar-
rested, fined ten dollars and sent to jail for five
days. MHe is disturbing the peace. The man
who sits with a fishing rod on the banks of a
meadow stream, can be jailed and fined, for be
disturbs the peace of the man who believes
the Almighty sat still on Sunday and ordered
us to do the same.

Ecclesiasticism has done by all rest days
precisely what it did tor Sunday. ~ It has re-
cognized certain human needs and then taken
advantage of them for church advantage. They
are all denominated holy days; but common
sense and common usage has pronounced it
holiday, and it means something very different
from what the church means. The church
means a saored day for despising the earth,
mortitying the flesh and preparing for Paradise.
Common sense means & day to use the earth,
gseoure physical recuperation and mbake this
world & Paradise. ~

* No event of the past twenty-five years has
occarred, more oportune.for human freedom
than this resurrection ot Blue Laws. It
has set mer to considering their spiritual
oondition. If you do not succeed in an act of
tyranny the successful rebel, becomes less a
serf and more an equal. The man who works
or plays, will discover that he is not after all,
trespassing on some one" elsej: but ‘in simply
assuming his rational privileges. Who gave
the day to the church?* Who made it a sin
to play or work ?

Youmaltiply sius which areno sinsat all. You
lay them on theconsciences of men, and torture
them with a burden that nature and God never
jad on us. These artificial sins overshadow
and exouse real sins. A man is taught that
not to pray, not to go to charch, not to believe
in orthodoxy, to use Sunday for secular pur-
poses are the chief rins of the calendar; and that
vovetousness, thieving in spirit, envy, jealousy
and malignity sre comparitively trivial. He
can carry these last into the church and have
them baptized, but not the former. The other
day a Baptist church in Brooklyn disciplined a
man of great prominence for having a rail car
ttack laid on Sunday. Nota word was said
about the greed and the trickery and covetous-
ness involved in the affair. But Le broke the
sacred fetish day. He confessed ‘his sin, but
no one doubts that under like circumstances
he would do it again.

Nothing is more apparent to the observer of
American life than the need of more rest and
therefore of more holidays. What we now
have are crowded within the space of a little
over one month, The theory has been that we
have no time for holidays, at any other season;
we are too busy for them. The simple faot is
we must take Sunday away from those who as-
sume control of it; and use it for our weekly
holiday. What, desecrate the Sabbath! Who
gaid it was the Sabbath? whoeaid desecrate it?

It is Sunday now; named after the God of Na-

ture, a God that makes and creates every day
—not the Jew God that got tired the first week,
sat down to rest, and never got to work
again, Nor isthere any more need of deseora-
ting it by using it for bealth of body and mind
than there is of 'desecratiog Monday. Bat is
not work forbidden by God? No, not ou
Sunday—if at all it is on Saturday which was
the Sabbath, Rioting should be suppressed on
Sunday as on all days; no more, no less. But
by what right do you class the honest, quiet
work of the laundryman on one side of the
street with the brawls of the dranken rowdies
in & saloon on the opposite side. But as a
matter of fact you do not and you never have
controlled the saloon. The trinity that lords
it over Sunday is Tobacco, Whisky and Cal-
vinism. These three parcel out the day between
them, whilethe decent industries are trodden
under foot as crimes and immoral.

But our devotions will be disturbed. Then
don’t take possession of all the street corners
for your churches, but go where Jesus advised
you to go. '

American features are pinched, Ameriean
"lives shortened by over work. Herbert Spen-
cer’s last woids to us concerned our duties in
the way of rest. He said, “I have been every-
where struck with the number of faces which
told in strong lines of the bardens which had
to be borne. In every circle I have met men
who have suffered collapse due to stress of
business, or have uamed friends who had either
killed themselves by overwork, or had been
permanently incapacitated or else wasted long
periods in endeavors to regain health.” He
then shows how damaged constitutions reap-
poar.mw- ‘obiidren with iutensified misvirtet
how the old have no sunshine left in them to
make them a special delight and blessing, and
not less an evil that by this perpetual moil and
worry we lose the capacity for smusement.

So that when relaxation hecomes imperative
iife becomes dreary 11om lack of its eole inter-

est that is business.”

. Mr. Spencer only told us an old story;
not a new word, but fcr all that a very true
one. .

Sunday 18 precisely what we need for the sal-
vation of national vigor and tenacity. Here it
is at our hand, we need it, and we must have
it, and we will. My boys shell never know
that they incur a penalty from God for shak.
ing beechnuts and playing marbles on Sunday

At present the business man or the laborer
who gets any amusement gets it in the night
when he ought to be in bed. Is this deseora-
tion? Is it worse to break Sunday than to
break the laws of life? Is it a greater sin to
attend a play on ‘Sunday than at midnight?
Even if Sunday, as a secular holiday, involve
gome irrational folly it will relieve night of a
larger degree of folly. I beheve you will live
to see the night restoed to its place as a time
for sleep, and Sunday given to pleasure and re-
oreation of another sort. But where shall the
church come in? When preaching? Just
when they are wanted. If any one wishes to
go to church go he can. But in this direction
too we are rapidly changing. The church and
gchool - will become ene and the same. The
education of the future will be that of the en-

\tire man, morally, mentally, physically ; aud
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you will not need three sets of buildings for
that purpose.

Modern life is 8o much Iarger than medieval
life that their laws no more fit us than ours
would bave fitted them. ~ We can no nmore dig-
pense with the rail road and Lelegraph t.hau with.
the sun and moon on Sunday. We have har-
nessed modern life to the forces that never stop;
and we are goingin the right djxreoﬁoi;.

ﬁvvvv

LEN VOI

THE POET AND HIS SONGA
As the birds come in the spring,
We know not from where; -
As the stara come at evening
From the depths of the air;

As the rain comes from the cloud,
And the brook from the ground;

As suddenly, low or loud, i

Out of sllence a sound;

As the grape comes to the vine,
The fruit to the tree;

As the wind comes to the pine,
And the tileto the sea;

_As come the white gails of the ships
O'er the Ocean's verge; S
As comes the smile to the lips,
The foam to the surge;

8o come to the Poet his songs,
All hitherward blown

From the misty realm, that belongs
To the vast Unknown.

His, and not his, are the lays
He tings; and his fame

Is his, and rot his; and the praise
And the pride of a name,

For voices pursue him by day,
And haunt him by night,
And he listens, and needs must obey,
When the Angel says: *““Writet* -
]

JOHN CALVIN AND OTHERS CON-
CERNING PENAL SUNDAYS.

John Calvin, book II, chap. VIIL, of his
Institute’s rays :

“The fathers frequently call it (the 4th) a
shadowy commandment, becanse it contains
the external observance of the day which was
abolished with the rest of the symbols at the
advent of Christ. And there is much truthin
this observation : but it reaches only balf the
subject.

It was the design of the law-giver to give
the people, first, a figure of the spiritual rest by
which the faithful ought.to refrain from their

" own works in order to let God to work within
them. Secondly, he designed a stated day on
which they might assemble to hear the law and
perforth ceremonies. Thirdly, he thought that
servants should be indulged in a day of rest.
Bat furious zealots do not rest from their
manual labors, as from occapations that might
divert them from meditations; but imagine
that their cessation from labor is an expression
of reverence. This preposterous distinction of
days the Apostle strenuously opposes. It was
expedient for the destruction of superstition
that the day the Jews keep holy, should be
abolished.

Thus vanish all the dreams of false teachers
who in past ages bave infected the people with
a Jewish notion that the observance of one
day in seven still remains, They only cbange

retain the same opinion of the holiness of a
day. Those who adhere to such a notion. far
exceed the Jews in a gross, carnal and syper-
atitious observance of the Sabbath, The thing
to be remembered is that lest religion languish,
sacred assembles ought to be held and that we
ought to use those external means which are
adapted to support the worship of God.”
According to Guizot, Calvin was so pleased
with a play to bp acted in Geneva on Sunday,
that he not only attended bat, deferred his
sermon 8o that his oongregauon might attend.
When John Knox visited Calvin, he found him
playing a game of bowls on Sunday.

its use’s sake, both to body and soul. Bat if]
anywhere the day is made holy for the mere
day’s sake, if any one set up its observance on
a Jewish foundation, then I order you to work
on it, to ride on it, to dance on it, to do any-
thing which shall reprove this encroaohment
on the Christian spirit and liberty.”

Paul considered the Sabbath asort of Jewish rit-

" | ual dnd notobligatory on Christians. A cessation]
-| on that day from labor beyoud the time of at-

tending publlo worship is not intimated in any

| part of the New Testement. The notion that|
| Jesus and his apostles meant to retain the

Jewish Sabbath, only shifting the day from
the seventh to the first, prevails without suffi-
cient reason.” , .

Irenaeus, a Church father of the second cen-
tury, said : “Abraham had faith and was called
the friend of God ; yet he wasnot circumcised;
nor did he keep the Sabbath.” '

St. Jerome said in 392, “On the Lord’s day
they went to church and returning from church
they would apply themselves to their allotted
works, and make garments for themselves and

day of joy and none but heretics have thought
otherwise.”

St. Cyril in 321, said: “Reject all obser-
vances of the Sabbath, and call no kind of meats
unclean.” '

St. Paul said : “Let no man judge you con-
cerning meat or drink or any holy day or of
the Sabbath. Ye observe days, and months,
and times, and years. I am afraid I have be-
stowed labor on you in vain.”

Justyn Martyr said : “There was no need of
Sabbaths before Moses ; and there is no need
of them since Jesus.”

Dr. Guthrie, the eminent Presbyterian divine,
said ¢ “I counted in Paris 33 theaters and

but in one hour I saw in Londoa as in Edinburg,
with all her schools, churehes and piety, more
drunkenuness than Isaw in Parisin five months.”

The first statate ever enacted by a Christian
government in favor of a penal Sunday, was
in 821 by the Emperor Constantine. It read
as follows : “Let all judges and inhabitants of
cities and all craftsmen, rest on the venerable
dey of the Sen. But conntrymen may law-
fully attend to the onltivation of the fields,
lest by delay the opportunity granted by the
heavens be lost; seeing that it frequently|d
happens that the grain and the vine cannot be|®
fitly planted on any other day.” The first
Sunday statate in England was in 1558, re-

the day w coptemipt for tfhe1 J ows, vyhile they

Martin Luther eaid, “Keep the day holy for '

'Archbishop Paley says, “In my opinion St.|

others, The church always considered it af’

places of amusement oper on the Sabbath day, |

to go on Snndays and holy days to church.
In 1630, in Massachusetts, the colonial
records read : “It is ordered that John Baker
be whipped for shooung at fowl on the Sab-
bath.” In 1882 a penal code in New York
State enacts that J ohn Baker, if he shoot at a
tow] on the Sabbath shall pay a fine of $10.00
or go to a common jail | for five days, or both
be fined and Jalled.
" Is the world going t baokward or foreward?
Is i it more Christianlike to follow Jesus, who is
on record .emphatically for a free Sabbath, or
to obey t.he statutes of a New York lawyer ?
E. P. PoweLL,

WE ARKE. ALL HERE.

We ave all here !
Father, Mother, -
Sister, Brother,
All who bold each other dear
Eich chair is filled we're all at home,
To-night let no cold stranger come ;
- It is not often thus arcund
. Our old familiar heéarth we're found.
.. Bless then the meeting and the epot,
For once be every care forgot ;
Let gentle peace assert her power,
'And kind affection rule the hour ;.
We're all—all here.

1

We're not all here !
Some are away—the dead ones dear,

' 'Who thronged with us this ancient hearth,
Aud gave the hour to.guiltless mirth.
Fate, with a stern relentless hand,
Looked in and thinned our little band ;.
Bome like a night-flash passed away,
And some sank, lingering day by day ;

- The qulet graveyard—some lie there,
Ana eruel Ocean has his share—
‘We're not all here.

We are all here !
Even they—the dead—though dead so dear
Return to us, ‘tis true, 'tis true ;
How near they come their forms we view ;
How life-like through the mist of years
Each well 1emembered face appears ;
We see them as in time long pact,
From each to each kind looks are cast; -
We hear their words, their smiles behold,
They're round us as they were of old—
We are all here,

We are all here !

:Fathar, mother,

Bister, brother.
You that I love with love s0 dear—
This may not long of us be said,
Boon must we join the gathered dead,
"And by the hear h we now eit round,
Some other circle may be found.
O, then that wisdom may we. know,
That ylelds a life of peace below ;
B0 in the world to follow this,
May each repeat, in words of bliss

We're all—all herel

—Seclected,

—1I am not wnhom, hopes, O jndges, that it
is a favorable circumstance for me that I am
condemned to die, for one of these two thin
must nacessarily happen, either that death wiil
deprive me entirely of all sense, or else that by
dying I shall go from bence into some other
place; wherefore, if all sense is utterly extin-
guished, and if death is like that sleep which is
sometimes 80 undisturbed as to be even without
the vision of dreams—in _that case, O ye good
gods' what gain 18 it to dic! or what length of

s can be imagined which would be prefer-
ble to such a night? And if the constant
course of future time is'to resemble that mght,
who ia happier than I am. But if on the other

‘quiring all persous who had no good exouse

baund, eto., tc.—bocrate 8 Specch aﬂar Con,
dcmmtwn,
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A LECTURE.

By Mes. MiLTOX RATHBUN, DELIVERED BEFORE
THE BROOKLYN SpIRITUAL FRATERNITY,
Fripay xvE., DEcC. 29TH, 1882,

“Watchman, tell us of the night,
‘What its signs of promise are.”,

Our theme presents sufficient ground work
for several lectures, therefore our aim shall not
be to cover the entire field, bat simply to take
8 little corner and tell yon what we find there.

Signs of promise are posted everywhere and
their letters are big with meaning ; the world is
awakening from its lethargio sleep of indiffer-
ence and we hear the ory of inquiry, as well,
a8 the wail forlight and aid ; even the churches |

are waking up—they are-foroed to look about!

them, for the watchman’s ory is sounding the
alarm, and the signs of the times to them
promise only downfalls, divisions and final dis-
aster, What do the signs of the times promise
to us as Spiritualiste? A long array of good
ot which we can make but little mention. The
promise is full of light and free from the shad-
ows of doubt or suspicion as to its entire ful-
filment. We are promised a hearing before the
whole world, an acknowledgement from all men,
and that in coming time, the religion of love
shall unite the entire brotherhood of man. We
are also told by the watchman termed public
opinion, that the future holds a day of univer-
sal awakening—that men no longer accept
with eyes and ears closed, the monstrosities of
theology ; that the world is being peopled by
persons with minds less antomatic, and more
progressive than those of other days; thatit is
useless for conservatives to shake their heads
and wisely declare that free thought is not gain-

ing ground ; that liberality is not sweeping onr
land. Public opinion has stepped over the line
dividing conservatism and liberality, and now
waves its powerful scepter in favor of those who
boldly defy the dogmatic teachings of the
charch and of those who wish to curry favor
with the church.

Let him who doubts go a little late and at.
tempt, even on a Sunday, to obtain a seat for
a lecture by Robert G. Ingersoll ; where is the
Rev. D. D,, or Rt. Rev. D. D, LL. D., oppos-
ing this eloquent iconoclast, who can fill even a
small hall or church at the same price -of ad-
mission ?

Onesign of promise is the fact that the church
no longer controls the newspaper columns,
Every year brings a marked change in the atti-
tude of our public journals toward Spiritual-
ism, ’Tis true that they have not yet gained
their full freedom of expression, but the time
hastens when the people shall be furnished with
correct reports of meetings, seances, etc., and
when the trae status of our religion may be
approximated through facts and statements
gleaned from the press, as can now be reached
of so-called Christian denominations. It is
gratifying to miss the former headings of ridi-
cule and irony, amounting often to positive

alsehood, which was sure to cap any recital of
noidents whioh, if properly reported, would
favor or substantiate the claimsof Spiritualism.
It is now ocoasionally deemed safe to print an
article containing statements, which if believed
would make converts to our philosophy, and
which in any event must have their weight of
influence upon every mind considering them.

We would not be understood as giving much
oredit to the managing editors for this sign of
progress, for their position reveals them with
their backs to the light, and their feet braced
to resist this incoming tide ; they are not strong
enough to wholly oppose, so because they muat,
and not because they will, it is ours to mark
the change in the press reports concerning
Spiritualism.

The “signs of promise” tell us that at no
distant day, Spiritualism will take its proper
place in the columns of our newspapers; it
shall not as now, even with money in its hand
beg for honest recognition. A little later our
newspaper managers will not dare to suggest
that notices of public meetings in the interest
of Spiritualism, be placed under the head of
“amusements.” They will gladly give space
among other religious notices, and will in time
respect even more sincerely the honest advo
cates of Spiritualism upon the rostrum, tban
they now respect the men who fill the pulpits
in the church. When Spiritualism outs loose
from much which clings to it; that which
hides its beauty and deforms ; that which elaims
to be a pait, yet is no part of it ; when true
Spiritualism becomes a revelation to the masses;
when its bright light has penetrated the dark
folds of the garment which it wears; when
the many instead of the few (comparatively
speaking) can grasp a truth comprehensively
and hold it fast ; when liberty is not mistaken
for license ; when justice sits enthroned in the
minds of men; when free thought shall need
no limitation because of the progressive state
of mankind ; when honorable dealing in busi-
ness shall ohuract.enze all Spiritualists ; when
men shall bow to true worth in preferencetd
social prestige ; when the cardinal principles of
oar philosophy and its reasonable teachings
shall become the mould which shall shape our
everyday life ; when true wisdom shall be ac-
cepted in hen of folly ; when might shall yield
to right; when the young shall gladly tread in
the footsteps of those who strive to live accord-
ing to the dictates of their conscience educated
by the incoming of light, reason and trauth ;
when so-called Christianity shall tarn its head
and earnestly seek for the path to true knowl-
edge; when all men shall hear the watchman’s
cry sounding from afar and near, and the whole
world shall awake to inquiry—then, and never
until then will the millenium dawn—will the
day star of peace on earth, rise to set no more.

Do the signs of the times point to the near
approach of that day? No, but the watch-
man’s ory is constant and grows louder, and
we know that the signs of promise are more
abundant, and nearing fulfilment in many of
their phases.

Progress makes greater and more rapid
strides. As the years roll on the wheels of the
great car containing the liberal minded people
revolve more swiftly, hands are outstretched to
help on board wayside travelers, and every
stroke of the calender shows a great increasq
in the number of souls enlisted under the ban-
ner of progressive thought, Let us then never
yield to discouragement ; let us waste no pre-
cious time in repining ; rather, let us in all dili-
gence sow seeds everywhere—many times
we think we have sown seed upon stony

root and grow ; we have been surprised and
gratified to learn that just a few words spoken
earnestly, where we had no hope of good re.
sults, have had their mission in forcing the lis-
tener to think, even though stoutly opposed to
the sentiment uttered. Little by little the
work is accomplished. We might with humil-
ity learn of the busy ant, and by watching her
persevering toil rewarded at last by great re-
sults, draw & lesson of value. We must not
be too eager for fame, nor must we unduly
wish for money, when working for the ad-
vancement of Spiritualism. We know that
“the laborer is worthy of his hire,” and we
foresee no danger in the direction of paying too
much money for the services of our regular
public lecturers—yet we have in a few instances
trembled for the success of those whose minds
seemed ceatered more upon the money to be
earned than the good to be accomplished by
their efforts, or through their instramentality ;
we would not be misunderstood, for we know
that the majority of our publicrepresentatives
are dependent upon the amounts doled out to
them by the different Spiritualist societies—

‘that these amounts are by far too meager—yet

weoontend that by proper attention to the coun-
sel of and communion with their guides, they
might oftener (for the time at least) rise above
the plane of finance, and by so doing, their -
efforts would gain brilliancy, their hearers
would be more deeply stirred in their soals,
and our cause the sooner triumph. Itis too true
that some of our public advocates are envious
and jealous of their fellow associates in the
field. I cannotsee why this should be so—no
two can do the same work, or do it 1n the same

Lway, each has his or her own special mission to

perform®and no one else can accomplish for
them ; one speaker finds peculiar favor with
one class of hearers, and another pleases sche
people who did not particularly fancy the other
speaker. We all have our own life work be-
fore us ; we are no two alike, nor can our du-
ties be ]ust the same ; let us then be charita.
ble, loving and just toward each other,—con-
tent to fill each our own niche—anxious to ad-
vance the cause, yet willing to help from the
background if our work is there, remembering
that without the background in harmony, the
picture is spoiled or incomplete. Another sign
of promise is the evident hunger of individuals
for truth—they are no longer content to feed
upon the husks offered them, but demand that -
which the hueks have so long covered. The
ministry are alive to the fact that they cannot
please their congregations, or even their church
members, and in alarm they are looking to see
what can be done to hold and increase their
flocks.

Within my own small range of observation
it is not rare to hear church members say, in
confidence, that they are not satisfied with the
teachings of theology ; and the conversation
usually cloges with this declaration on their
part: “If I were not in the church 1 wonld
never join it.”

Why this restlessness? Why this lack of
confidence in the pastors of to-day? Time was
when a minister was looked upon as little less
than Deity—he was, at least, thought to be on
intimate terms with God. His word was law

soil, but we know not how soon it may take

and his teachings from the sacred desk oonsid-
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ered final. His decisions were not to be ques-
tioned, nor his nterpretations of God's word
oonsidered from the point of reason or common
sense. Little by little has the public mind be-
come enlightened until at length we bail with
delight the sign of coming freedom—the time
when 2 man may cope with other men of equal
ability, be they priests or laymen ; the glad
time when the masses shall dare think for
themselves. We are sadly reminded of
wilful indifference to truth when self-satisfied
ohurch members fold their arms and with pro-
voklng complacency tell us : “The ‘plan of sal-
vation is enongh for me—Jesus is my Saviour;
I cast all my sins, all my cares upon him—in
His blood I shall be cleansed—‘what we do
not know now, we shall know hereafier, etc.’”
As Ilook out into the great future, 1n my
heart I pity the wilfully ignorant—I go over
in sadness the beautiful experienee which might
be theirs, even in earth life, and when I eross
“the border line” in contemplation, I am awe
stricken by their boldness in rejecting the light
for which they will, perchance, agonize when
the darkness of their reward is upon them.
May God and the angels pity and help them !
What then ? Have we a duty within the
church? I say yeal Not that of proselyting,
bat that of rousing minds to thought ; that
of showing to the self-satisfied souls the rash-
ness of their position ; that of handing to the
starving ones a morsel of truth, as we have
found it. It should matter little to us under
what banner mortals worship in the spirit of
truth—it should be our care to wake them to
discover error, to guide them as best we know
and render unto them the heaven born freedom
which we so much enjoy—that true liberty
which is indeed a “pearl of great price.”
Another sign of promise, is the steady
growth of our public institutions. carried on
outside of church rule. Our governmental
foundations, instead of becoming weak and
tottering because God is left out of the con-
stitation, have proved themselves of granite
upon which is being reared a beautiful struc-
ture, ’Tis true that mistakes are made that re-
construction becomes at times neceseary, but
underlying sll the strength of right building
forms a base from which the super structure
can never fall. When we can sufficiently con-
tract God, to place Him in our little govern-
ment, then, and not till then, shall we as a na-
tion be in danger of misrule leading to disrup-
tion ; year by year the danger is lessened ;
our children, and our children’s children will
find less and less of bigotry with which to con-
tend ; as the world grows in intelligence, im-
proved legislation will inevitably follow, and
our country’s glory thereby be increased. Let
us turn our attention to the rising generation,
may we so educate these children that they
will “dare to do right and dare to be true,”
when the national affairs fall into their bands ;
may they know no party save that governed
by the law of equity. Could the mothers of
to-day but know their blessed oppartunity in
training their children—could they but realize
that in their hands rests the future well-being
of our land ; eould they but be made to fee]
the weight of responsibility resting upon them;
could they understand the importance of their
sacred office ; could they but scan the future

reading backward to the infanoy of  their chil-
dren ; could they but sense the duties which
should command their attention ; could they
but reach out even in aspiration toward the
good which their guidance and example should
gain for their offspring; oould they but count
n true measure the value of every hour of the
years which are spent in the society of their
ohildren ; could they but weigh duty against
care ; love against indifference or disregard ;
could they but know how literally wasted is
much of their time ; how foolishly many are
bnrdened, staggering beneath the load of un-
decessary work or care ; could this time be
utilized in the interest of humanity, by oulti-
vating the formative oharacteristics of our
children ; in many cases it would be well to
become better acquainted with our little ones,
in order to understand them and be the better
fitted to become their mentors and companions;
could the mothers of our land but see them-
selves in their true position, then would pro-
gress be even more rapid, and the world would
hence look upon us as a model nation. God
speed the day when the mothers and the fathers
too, shall wake and see clearly.

Another sign of promise is the eagerness of
nearly all whom we meet, to hear phenomenal
evidence in favor of spiritualism ; not many
years ago, we would have been silenced by
ridioule or exeoration, had we offered incident-
ally or otherwise any of the narrations for
which we are now sought and importuned.

Still another sign promising good, is the fact
that our mediums are maintained mostly by
people outside of Spiritualism ; people who
have lost dear ones, and would know something
if possible, of the life- beyond; who would
know that immortality is a reality and that
their loved friends return to them ; by curlos-
ity seekers also, who run hither and thither
after everything savoring of wonder ; and by
those who earnestly desire evidenoe to denounce
the csuse and ruin mediums. All of these
olasses gain evidence which is to them knowl-
edge, and fight against it as they may the
leaven continues to work, until at last, sooner
or latér, they are Spiritualists. Many, we fear
a large majority, have not the courage to open-
ly avow their new birth ; they go eagerly, but
quietly, some like Nicodemus “by night” to be
fed again and again, and to have their strength
renewed. If you will observe closely even
among church members, you will discover the
“balm of Gilead” not n the hands of the min.
ister, but in the tests obtained through me-
dinms, and very frequently in the near ap-
proach of spirit friends to the loved ones griev-
ing tor them. In the sad hour of bereavement,
when the death angel has taken the light from
the household, what sure consolation can the
pastor offer? He urges you to be reconciled
to God’s will—says it is His hand which is laid
upon you ; that He took your babe in meroy,
in order to save you from idolatry ; that possi-
bly you loved the little one better than Deity ;
so to save your soul, He has taken the little
bud to himself, and a great deal more which
brings no comfort to the mother heart eorying
for the dear child gone from her arms and love;
or if the years of discretion had been reached
by the departed spirit, and he or she was an
exemplary member of the churgh ; then the

oase is at the best, and the mother is told that
her child is with the angels now—that an eter-
nity of happiness is begun, and that all her
remaining years must be spent in preparation
to follow her loved child Has this discipleof
the Most High no thought of the weary years
intervening ? Does he not know that a mother’s
heart cannot thus be stilled ; does he not know
that the yearning will drive her wild; does he
not know that the bitterness of grief which
cannot be comforted is in her cup, and that in
drinking the draught, she will cry out in agony
and in her heart, from its depths, will rise the
questions, which if uttered would cause the
“man of God” to start back in affright at her
daring importunity ? If her child was not a
believer in Christ, or had not accepted bim as
her Savior of all mankind, then what but
silence has the minister ? .

In either case Spiritualism brings consolation,
comfort and joy. Who oan compute the value
to that mother of the demonstrated fact that
her loved child still lives, and comes back to
her ! Has the church any sure “sign of promise”
for her? No. The watchman on the walls
will only cry, “wait, wait, wait,” what we
know not now, we shall know hereafter |”
Will she, can she, does she wait? Oh no!
Her ear is strained and she hears the watch-
man’s call from the pathway of Spirituahism—
she follows the sound, and with hurried steps
seeks some portal to the spirit world, and there
she lays her burden down never to take quite
all of it up again.

Another sign of promise, is the attention
which orthodoxy gives us. As Spiritualists we
are no longer smiled upon as a bubble soon to
burst ; even the recent attempts of a Cumber-
land fail to soothe and elate as in former times;
we are surprised and pleased to discover that
his efforts to disgrace Spiritualism, fall to the
ground with scarcely a sound; in fact when
his name is introduced, church people seem not
80 anxious to talk of him and his so-claimed
demonstrated theories, as are Spiritualists, and
we find ourselves wondering what next will be
offered to rebut the evidence proving the trath
of Spiritualistic olaims. If we ask the watch-
man from the tower of free thought, “what of
the night ¥ he ories : “The dawn is near at
hand—our highways and byways are swarm-
ing with the freed and with those struggling
for freedom ; our borders are being enlarged,
and the watchmen who ory are not equal to
meet the call of those who seek the light., From
all sides are our ranks being filled ; the tide is
fairly set, and we welcome this great inflow.”

If we ask the watchman on the barren plane
of materialism “what of the night ?” he an-
swers : our ranks are full, but filled with those
who have not come to stay; “coming and go-
ing" is the echo of their refrain ; ours is the
extreme to which people fly when driven from
their old resting places—sooner or later they
drift back to other ground, where proof stands
as a base for their feet. Our climate is cold
and our hearts are hard, so we grieve not for
the loss of familiar faces, while new ones come
to take their place.

If we ory to the church watohman, what are
your sigus of promise, will he answer readily
and honestly? No | He will shout, “Whe
are you? Where do you hail from? Whom
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do you represent ? What’s your object? Show
your credentials! When we answer: “We are
true Spiritnalists, and would know how it is
with you. What are your signs of promise ?”
Are we then made wiser? No!l we are in-
formed that Christians have no religious deal
ings or intercourse with such as we claim to be!
What thea ! have we no method by which to
note the signs of promise to the church ? Ah
yes ! we need not the watchman’s response,
for in many a statement, circumstance and
statistic we read the signs which to them mean
gradual but sure loss of power, decrease in
numbers according to population and ultimate
oblivion of everything save truth itself, of
which we believe there is a representation even
amid the rubbish of creeds, forms, and doec-
trinal stumbling-blocks.

We might note many other signs of promise,
but will close with the mention of one only.
viz : The sign of open recognition among men
of Spiritualism. To announce yourself a spir-
itualist does not always bring even surprise to
the faces of your friends., They will more fre-
quently surprise you by grasping your hand
and declariug themselves of the same brother-
hood. In business relations the odium is grow-
ing less ; the butt of ridicule is retained, but
there is less of ill nature inthe attacks ; 1o fact
feebleness in all attacks upon Spiritualiem, in
press, pulpit, and everywhere is noticeable, and
is a “sign” of no small signifigance,

Then let us gird on our armor anew, aud
speed away to the fields of labor ; and when
we are bidden to show the fruit of our toil, may
we hold our heads erect with just pride, while
our backs shall bend uuder the burden of the
sheaves which we shall have garnered. May
we hail the setting of life’s sun with joy ; may
the signs of promise portrayed in our lives be
a beacon light to weary struggling souls and
may the seal of work well done, be get upop
our foreheads, as our spirits shall soar from
this to the summer land. May our crown of
jewels be full and richly set, the reward for a
life of good deeds from right motives, Then
when the watochman’s cry shall resound, we
shall gladly respond : “All is well. All is
well.”

THE REFORMED SINNER,

One of the most prominent preachers in & cer-
tain city tells the following anecdote as a {act
whenever he hears a story too ineredible for be-
lief. *A very wicked man became converted,
and in courseof timeit came his turnto pray in
class meeting. Not beingused tospeakingin pub-
lic, of course he was very much embarrassed.”
This is the substance of the prayer: “Oh, Lord,
Thou giver of all good things, look down with
pity on poor people. You are rich and can
spare them plenty to eat while on earth. Send
every one of them a full barrel of flour, plenty
of lard. and a side of bacon, a ham or 8o and
a pound of butter. Send each one of your

starving, hungry creatures, a barrel of sugar,
a barrel of salt, a barrel of pepper—oh, hell,
that’s too much pepper. Amen.”

women, boys and girls wanted everywhere to

l work for us. Now i3 the time You can

work In spare time, or give your whole time to the buei-

noss. No other bnsiness will pay you nearly as well. No one

can fall to muke enormous pay, by engsyxing at once. Costly

Xjnﬂ' and terms free. Money made fast, easily and honorably.
ddress, TRUE & Co., Augusta, Maine,

A week made at home hy the industrious,
Best business now before the public. Capi-
tal not needed. We will atart you. Men,

oo, T de

—Phrenology clearly indicates a worshiping
faculty in man, and the universality of the
practice (moral idiots excepted) confirms the
declaration of this noble science. Now how
was it that “No God” implanted in man a dis-
position to reverenceé some God, or in other
words, made an adaptation of one thing to a
second, when that second never did exist?

—From my mother I learned piety and be-
ueficence and abstinence not only from evil
deeds but from evil thoughts,

not improve their opportunities remain

w ' S Ein poverty, We offer a great chance to

make money, We want many raen, women, hoys and girla to
work for us right in their own localtles. Any one can do the
work properly from the first start. Tne boeiness will pay more
than ten times ordinary wages, Expensive outfit furnizhed free,
No one who engages fuils to make money rapidly. You c¢=n de-
vote your whole time to the work. or only your gpare moments.
Full information and all that is nceded sent, free. Address
N S8TinsoN & Co., Portland, Maine,

people are always on the lookout for
chances to increase their earninge, and
in time bhecome wealthy ; tho-e who do

Wo continue to
f actassolicitorsfor
e patents, caveats,

trade-marks, copyrights, etc. for
B the United States, and to obtain pat-
4 ents in Canada, England, France,

Germany, and alY other conntries,

) Thirty-six years’ practice. No
charge for examination of models or draw-

8. Advice by mail freq,

atonts obtained through us are noticed in
tho SCIENTIFIC ABMERICAN, which has
the largest circulation, and is the most influ-
ential newspnger of its kind published in the
world. The advantagesof such anotice every
patentee understands. .

Thislarge and splendidly illustratoed news-
paperispublished WEERLY at$3.20 a year
and is admitted to be the best paper devoted
to science, mechanics, inventions, engineerin
works, and other departments of industrial
progress, published in any country. Single
copies by mail, 10 cents. Bold by all news-

BRUNSWICK

Electro-Magnetic and Medical

SANITARIUM.

The most complete institution of the kind in the
United States, for the Treatment and
Cure of all

CIRONIC AND NERVOLS DISEASES

Open for the recoption of Guests and Patients

JULY 15, 1882,

{3 Send for Circular and References. Address
) Drs. RHOFFMAM & PALMER,
jy 821y

‘WATERVILLE, Oneida County, N. Y.
M

EARS FOR THE MILLION!
Foo Choo's Balsam of Shark's (il

Poslitively Restores the Hearing, and is the only
Absolute Cure for Deafness Known.

Tht= Oil is abstracted from peculiar species of small White
Shark, caught in the Yellow Se1, known as CARCHARODON
RoxpeLeTir.  Every Chinese fisherman knows it, Its virtues
83 a ro~torative uf hearing were discovered by a Buddhist Priest
about the yrar 1410.  Its cures were 80 numerous and Many so
seemingly miraculous, that the remedy was officially pro-
claimed over the entire Empire. Ifs uses became so nuniversal
that for ove 300 years no Deammess has existed
amnng the Chinese people, Sent charges prepaid, to
any address at $1.00 per botile

Hear What the Deaf Say!.

It has performed a miracle in my case.

1 have no unearthly noises in my head and hear much better.

1 have been greatly benefitted.

My deafness helped a great deal—think another bottle will cure
me.

¢ Its virtues arc UNQUEBSTIONABLE and its CURATIVE CHARAGCTER
ABSOLUTE, AS THE WRITER CAN PERSONALLY TESTIPY, BOTH FROM
EXPERItNCR AND OBS8ERVATION. Write at once to HavLock &
JENNEY, 7 Dey Street, New York, enclosing $1.00, and von will
receive by return a remedy that will ensble you to hear liko any-
body vlee, and whose curative «flacts will be permanent. You will
never regret dofug 80 "—EpiTor oF MERCANTILE RaviEW.

%~ To avold loss In the Mails, please send money by REcis-
TERXD LETTER.

Only Imported by HAYLOCK & JENNEY,
(Late Havrock & Co )

FOR A

dealers, B - Lot meA R - em

- A
Address, Munn & Co., publishers of Scien-

iific American, 261 Bros;awsy, New York.
Handbook about patents mailed free.

$850 Sqnare Grand Piano for only $245.
PIANOSTYLE 33 ;mi‘mgsﬁzmﬁ‘,;:?ef:%

Octaves, fnll putent cantante agrafius.our new patent overstrung
scale, b-autifu) carved legs and lyr-, heavy serpentine aud Inrge
fanoy moulding, fuil iron frame, French Grand Action, Grand
Hammers, in fact, every improvement which can in any way tend
to the perfection of the instrament, has been added.

9 Our price for thisinstrument, boxed and de=
livered on board clnrs at sew York, with fiue

Plano Cover, ~too

and Book,’only $245 Reduced from our late
wholesale factory price, $ 95, for 60 days only, to have this
beauti‘ul Piang introduced. This is now, by far, the greatest
bargain ever offered the musical public. Unprecedented success!
Tremeudons demand for this s'yle ! Order av once.

This Piano will be sen* on 15 days test trial. Please send refer-
ence if you do not s-nd money w1 h order. Cash sent with order
will be refunded and {reight charqes paid by us both ways if
Piano is not just as represented. Sevcral other rpecial burgains:
Pianns, $160°up. Over 15,000 in use, and not one dissatisfied
purchaser. Handenme [llustrated Catalogne, mailed free, giving
the highest testimonials ever awsrded any munufactaorer. Every
Piano fully warranted for 5 yeara,

SHEET MUSIC 1 price. Catalogue of 8,000 choice pieces

sent for 3c. a'amp.
MENDELSSOHN PIANO CO., Box 8205 N, X,
. . . e

T 7 oy St.y, Now verk,'

Dangtrs, Wives, Mothers:

13

. MARCHISI,
UTICA.N. Y., :
Discoverer of DR, MARCHISI'S

UTERINE CATHOLICON,

A POSITIVE CURE FOR FEMALE COMPLAINTS.

T'his remedy will act in harmony with the Fe«
malcaystem at all times, and also linmediately
upon the abdominal and uterine muscles, and re- .
store thera to a healthy and strong condition, 1

Dr. Marchisi’s Uterine Catholicon will cure fall. .
ing of the womb, Lucorrheea, Chronic Inflamma-
tion and Ulceration of the_Womb, Incidenta!
Hemorrhage or Flooding, Painful, Suppressed
and Irregular Menstruation, Kidney Complaing
and is especially adapted to the Change of Life,
Send for pamphleg frce, All letters of inquiry
freely answered. Address as ahove,

FOR SALE BY ALL DRUGGRISTS,

Price 81.50 per bottle. Be sure and ask for

Dr. Marchisi's Uterine Catholicon. Take no othen

THOS. H. FLOYD,
Book, Job & Newspaper
PRINTER,

Corner Broad & John Sts;

Opposite Government Bullding,

UTICA, N. Y. .
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