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NO. 1:

A GLIMPSE OF HEAVEN.,
Written by J. G. Holland.

“I have been almost home; I may not tell,
For languago cannot paint what I have seen;
The veil was very thin, and I so near
I caunght the sheen of multitudes and heard
Voioes that called.and answered from afar,
Through epaces iflconceirable, and songs -
Whose harmonious responses sutged and sank
On the a‘tennate air till all my soul |
Was thrilled and filled with music, and I prayed
To be let looze, that I might cast myrelf
Upon the mighty tides, and give my life
To the supernal raptures.”

~0 VID ONES, I AM BLIND
" MORE.

Selected by F. Bolles.
Out from the donths and the darkness,
That sbadowe:l his pathway through ;
Out from the mists and the vapors,
‘Where no beams of the sunchine threw
Licht on his curtained eyesight,
‘When the heart was weak and sore,
At vest from his earthly labors,
Our friend is blind no more.
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‘We know as we gaze on him lying
With his bavds folded over his breast,
That his spirit even now is trying

To whisper of peace and rest,

To tell of a jnyful promotion,

That this life never knew before;
That safe o’er the mystical ocean

He has sailed, and is blind no more.

Fond hearts, a3 ye sadly deplore him,
Bright eyes, as ye gaze ou his bier,

Oh ! think of the bliss that restores him,
To the light that he eaw not while here.
Aye, weep if ye will, it may soften,
The pain as your eyelids brim o'er
‘Wi'h the tears that but grace his coffin
‘While ye feel he is blind np more.

Let us thiok of the days he bave wandered,
In the gloom and the darkness of night, |
How his brain and his heart has pondered,
O’er the wish for a gleam of light.

How tbe violet, lilies and daisies,

Bweet gifts from nature’s rich store,

Ne'er gladdened his sight, while the praises
Made him crave to be blind no more.

Then oft at the evening hour,
‘When the lamps were burning dim,
Woe shalf feel an unseen power,
And know that it cometh from him.
He will bring us some gentle token,
From the beautiful Summer Bhore,

And we will hear the low words spoken,
‘“Loved ones, I am blind no more,”

THE MISSION OF SPIRITUALISM
AS AN EDUCATOR.

Every science, philosophy, and religion, have
had their commeuncement, have grown to matur-
ity against the protests of all other systems in
vogue at the time of their birth, and any sys-
tem not educational has bad but a brief exis-
tence and then died, and there was but few.to

‘| follow tothe graves. As it hasbeen, so must it

be through all tithe, but there is & time when
the manifestations of principles are not freely
understood and while in that transitory state
little attention is paid to them, but as the minds
of men expand, and their sight becomes more
clear, they are enabled to grasp the ideas ad-
vanced and from the acocumaulation of facts and
data, they ultimately grow into a more com-
plete knowledge of what is presented to them
and they find that in every manifestation there
is something for them to learn which they have
not known béfore. rIn refsrenee 1o the subjeet
of spiritualism—when in its crude state no one
dreamed of its ever attaining the position it
now occupies to-day, and if the prayers of the
so-called righteous had availed much we should
not find the world flooded with spiritual pub-
lications, we who enjoy the communion of our
spirit friends would be in the same condition
as we find the christian world to-day; hoping
but not being assured, weshould have continued
in ignorance of the most vital principles whioh
have enriched the nineteenth century above all
preceding ages.

The present is conceded to be the most pro-
gressive age the world has ever known, and
this is true so far as men or history teaches, but
what was the real condition of those races and
nations who lived prior to thesix thousand years
of which the present forms a part we are not
prepared to say, but from what we have gath-
ered from some of those ancient people we are
inclined to the belief that in many respects they
were our equals, but we of to-day have to deal
with the present, knowing that every age and
race has enough matter for the information and
instruction of its people, and it only remains
for us to utilize what we can lay hold of, and
from every demonstration of law or force in
nature draw such lessons as they embody.

Every system, be it scientific, philosophical
or religions have their different schools of in-
struction; the scientist may be a thorough
scholar, and yet not be what is termed. a relig-
ious man, the whole force of mental powers
will run in one channel and losing sight of any

other come in time to deny that thera is any-
thing worth studying but his favorite theme, and
consequently he becomes dogmatic. The philo-
sopher may become so entranced with his
philosophies as to lose eight of his scientifio
neighbor and will speak of him as an egotist;
the religionist may become 8o absorbed in his de-
votions and forget that there are other e(jn'ally
dilligent searchers after truth in other direc-
tions. KEither of these three studies are educa~
tional when followed in the legitimate channels,
but when they become master of the human
intellect they are no longer educational in the
strict sense of the terms. True education uns
folds and broadens out the human mind, and
makes men charitable, humble and lovers of
their fellowmen. As things stand to-day the
world is loaded down with a partial knowledge
of the laws which obtain and having only a dim
insight into the real existence of facts, men have
grown dogmatic, and often the dogmatiem as-
sumes the form of persecution which begets
resistance, and its attendant results.

Every syatem of science, philosophy, religion
or ethios is in and of themselves educational,
because each has a sphere useful and instructive
when not perverted. Spiritualism starting low
down in the scale of human attainments (if we
may allowed the expression) has gradually
worked itself into the sciences, philosophies and
religions of the age, and yet very little 1s known
of it in comparison to what is yet to be re-
vealed; but so far as its secrets have been ex-
plored, it has bewildered its most apt scholars,
the magnitude of its bearings have made the
most learned feel their insignificance, but thére
is danger even in the investigation of spiritual-
ism, if one line of thought be followed its de-
voted students will lose sight of every other
phrase and become dogmatic and illiberal,
There is a tendenoy among men to want to be
spiritualists, but these spiritualists never become
practical educators; and especially is this troein
regard to investigators of spiritual phenomena.
The mission of spiritualism as we understand it
to be is to liberalize the Luman mind and if it
fails to do this then its mission is n6t completed;
what we want to see is a spirit of liberality
broad and humane enough that it will not take
offence at the homestly expressed opinions of
another, no matter if they confliot with our
own, for none can olalm to possees all knowl-
edge, but if they are honest they will admit that
they are but children playing with pebbles
washed upon the shores of time by the waves
of thought; “we see now as through a glass
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darkly,” but-every day brings us more directly
face to face with existing facts and prinoiples
in nature. -

Before the advays of madesn spiritualism
education did not»cmbuee a kpowledge of the
spiritual laws and relationship existing between
man and the Infinite. What was attainablein
this direction fell to oneclass and they became
autocratio, to question them was regarded as
equivalent to casting reflections upon the wis-
dom of Deity, and that channel was olosed; but
modern spiritnalism removed the obstriction
and left mankind free to follow the natural in-
olination of their own minds, and with most
gratifying results. To-day we look down upon a
vast.ooncourseof people who have thrown off the
yoke of superstition and do not besitate to ap-
proach the highest power in the known universe
and ask to be rightly informed upon the prin-
cipal topios of interest to them.

But there is one thing that should not be lost
sight of; in connection with this spiritual reve-
lation there is a duty devolving upon each one
associated with it, and especially upon those
who are the instruments used. Nature may
have done much for them in giving them well
developed organizations, but in this as in any
other department of life, much depends upon
the development of the natural qualification
possessed, and if theonly mission of spiritualism
was to give evidence of a future life this could
be done without the aid of men’s mortal powers,
Physical phenomena proves life continues, but
this is not enough, you want to hear from the
socalled dead, you want to learn of the phlloso-
phy of life. This cannot be given through physi-
cal phenomona; matters require explanations
and the organs of speech must be used and the
hand ocontrolled to write, but suppose the med-
ium should say if the spirits want to nse my
organism they must announce it to suit them-
selves, we are not going to assist them, if they
are spirits they have the power to make all
things bend to their will. Is this justice to the
spirits ? i it justice to yourselves ? Certainly
not. It has been fully demonstrated that a
finely attuned organism is the most susceptible
to spirit influenoe, and is it not equally subject
to educational influence from surrounding ob-
jeots and conditions; a spirit may rap out a
message on a block of wood but they cannot
make the block of wood talk or write.

The purpoee of spiritualism is to prove the
necessity of knowing something; what kind of
a place would the spirit world be it peopled

with idiots and ignoramuses. The tendency of
the age is in the direction of education; the
christian church contributes freely for the sup-
port of her college- and institution of learning,
and shall it be said spiritualists claiming to be
more progressive than any other class of people
should ignore the matter; if they persist in do-
ing 8o other schools of thought of liberal ten-
dences will grow up in their midst, and gather
the harvest our predecessors left as a legacy for
us. Already are there symptoms ofthis. People
who have finely cultivated minds will not listen
to the commonplace platitudes of an ignorant
person, even though it is & spirit speaking
through them; but this is not all, spirit life is
questioned and spiritualism made light of on
aoccount of the way and manner in which the
matter. is presented to them than by any thing

else; but what is the spirit to do. Finding but
one stringattuned to their purpose they proceed
to play upon that one as best they may, bat they
oannot do themselves justice ner the cause, and
both fall into disgrace.

There is more than one Richmond in the field
to-day and the number is being added to con-
tinunally, and the party that can attract the in-
telligent part of a community will surely win,
#nd there is no reason why spiritualism should
not lead the vau; but in order to do =0, some-
thing must be done to aid the spirits in their
work., As mortals you should meet them balf
way, and give them pure, unobstructed, cal-
tured channels to operate through; to this end
has all the energies of the spirit world been di-
reoted, but not with that success which they
had a right to expeot. We know there are in-
stances when intelligent persons have been
made use of to the astonishment of cultured
minds, but these are isolated cases, and served
the same purpose in their sphere as the rap did
in the earlier days of the movement, they are
phenomenal demonstrations of spirit power;
but suppose the same organism had a finely
trained intellect, what a power and influence
would have been exerted. The common expres-
sion 18, all mediums are uneduoated persons and
this statement is followed by the question, why
do not the spirits select some one more thor-
oughly qualified? What ia the answer given,
either I don’t know or that an unlearned per-
son offers less opposition than one more Lighly
educated; but what are the facts, the history
of the race will bear us out in the statement
that the more ignorant a person is, the more
saperstitious and stabborn, the man who sees

quickly the necessity of changing front, and
can reason- logioatlty frouryause—vo €EOT, Wi
make the change sooner than one who must
be made to see through force of circumstances,
orin other words a man who can see himself
will act and such action will exert a more potent
influence upon others than a man who looks
through the eyes of another.

Spiritualism as a philosophy has much to do
in forming and shiping the character of man
when its influence is directed in the most ap-
proved channels. A few years ago a gentleman
holding a prominent position in the city of
New York, publicly declared himself a spirit-
ualist; and the news spread rapidly, and spirit.
ualists were rejoiced over the accession to their
members, becanse the man  was known to
posses a cultured mind and a classic education.
Much more was expected of hjm than if he
bad been an unlearned though equally repata-
ble as to character; this action and anticipa-
tion of older Spiritualists proved that they be-
lieved education to be an essential part of the
life and character of those who have been, or
may be called to stand before the public and
either as mediums or in their own personalities
present the claims of spiritualism to the pub-
lic. If attention be given to what is spoken
through media, it will be observed that mo
spirit of ordinary intelligence but what seeks
to impress upon the minds of those addressed
the necessity of mental preparation, so as to
enable them to judge correctly of the natare
and ocharacter of things transpiring around
themj if there has been a lack of interest .in
\this direction the fault cannot be charged to

spirits but munst rest where it belongs.
As the matter has stood in the past, and in
a great measure as it stands to-day, it is the
spirit world operating through imperfectly de-
veloped media, in contrast with the keen cul-
tured oollege professor using his own brain and
organs of speech ; if the spirit could appear
in person and use its own organism, the contest
might be equal, so far as the attainments . of
each could carry them, but the spirit having
experienced knowledge regarding spirit life
could put his opponent to rout. Thus far
spiritualism has been working not only in the
minority , but against overwhelming odds in
the line of educational advancement ; and the
fact that it stands to-day in as favorable a light
and position as it does, proves that there is a
power back of what appears on the surface
that is determined to make itself felt and

dence of life continued, but they are mot in
and of themselves explanatory ; they ate the
alphabet and must needs be explained logically
and no one is so well qualified as the spirit to
do this; but as they are dependent upon con-
ditions, atmospherio, physical and mortal, it is
impogsible for them to do themselves or the
the cause justice, unless these oconditions
are favorable. The first material conditions
mortals cannot. control, but the two latter con-
ditions are within the province of every one ;
and they should constitute a part of common
school systems. The contest between those
who favor the use of the bible in public, and
those who see no good to result from its use,
is a step in this direction ; but the public must
be educated to see the matter in its true light.

"og Tor no other purpose than to instill into the
minds of the young a belief in the infallibility
of the book, then it should be prohibited; and
it is wrong to waste time reading and
listening, when the time spent could be. made
more available in studying physiology, botany
and other natural sciences,

With all these things spiritualism has to do;
you cannot separate a study of the sciences of
life from natural science, they are so closuly
allied to each other that one forms a part of
the other. A study of spiritualism opens up to
the mind of thestudent an hitherto unexplored
field,but when properly comprehended it will
be found that it does not lead into impractical
avenues, It never was intended to make any-
one dissatisfied with the present or earthly con-
dition; but unites the spiritual with the physical,
hence, to learn what is required to baild up
healthy bodies is to learn what the spirit re-
quires ; and when we learn what is essential to
the uafolding of the mind and to mske our

uot only our own spirit, but the way is pre-
pared whereby spirits 1n spirit life may come
in close union with mankind. But if we stop
with the phenomena and refuse to go any far-
ther, the information gained will not be of any
practical value, for if we prove not the spirit,
we are liable to being deceived. This the
philosophy of spiritualism provides against

that men are not left at the mercy of any oae,’
spirit or mortal. There has been implanted in
man a faculty of reasoning from cause to-effect,
and this reasoning faculty is to_be the guide in
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knowledge practical, we are assisting the spirit,
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every department of life, and no one can ecall
themselves true spiritualists who ignore reason
and follow blindly the lead ot any mortal or
spirit.

There may be things in connection with
spiritualism that cannot be fully explained to
the satisfaction of a sceptic, but it is the duty
of every one to try and inform themselves so
that they can give intelligent answers to ques-
tions asked. Mediums used in & public capacity,
should acquaint themselves in regard to the
current topics of the day; they should devote
a certain amount of time to mind culture, and
if they had a few lessons given them in eloocu-
tion it would be of great benefit to the spirit
controling them. By education we do not
propose dogmatism or the oultivation of a
rebelions spirit; we only ask that you do what
is in your power to assist the spirit in oontrol-
ing.

Another matter we wish to speak of, and
that is, the lack of interest manifested by spirit-
ualist in comparison to that shown by those
who still accept the dootrines of Calvin or
Edwards as the only way to salvation. We
have noticed that should; the weather be un-
pleasant or if there was s slight indisposition,
either would be regarded as au excuse for not
attending service; and again if you happen to
live a mile away from the place where the meet-
ing was being held, that would be an exeuse
for noun-attendance; if yom will notice the
zeal manifested by orthodox people,you will find
that they will make any reasonable sacrifice to
attend service. They feel that their presence
will encourage the speaker, and they make it a

point to consult the interest of the speaker.| -

There needs to be a little more active life ins
fueed into the spiritnalistio public; they should
not attempt to leave all responsibility to test
upon a few, and here we see great needs for
education, to learn our dutiesand having learned
them, hesitate not in the performance of them-
Spiritualism teaches all these things and more
besides, but we have called attention to enough,
if our admonition be heeded, to make spirit-
ualism what it is not to-day, a living issue.
Mortals forget that spirits are as sensitive as
they are themselves; failures are as mortifying
to spirits as they are to men. And why not ?
having passed from one sphers of life to an-
other, has not taken from them their love of
appreciation, but they cannot eunforce their
wishes; but must remain ocontent with the
best the oceasion affords. The classof spirits
who are directly engaged in this work, were
men and women noted for their force of charac-
ter, their power of logio, vheir sound reasoning
faculties; death has not robbed them of any of
these attainments; but how seldom can they
demonstrate their individuality, and when youn
ask the reason, they will answer : give us the
conditions we ask and we will not only satisfy
the skeptic, but we will give information that
will enable every one to feel and know that
death does not rob any of us of our mortal at-
taioments, :
Schools should be established for the educa-
tion of mediums, and must be if the cause of
spiritualism is to become the leading religion
of the age. As a body you oceupy differeng
positions from the christian; you have to prove
yours, they have nothing to prove; mno one

expeots a ohristian minister to prove immortal-
ity, at least spiritualists do not; they know that
ministers cannot do it. But let a spiritualist
advance an idea and the first thing is “prove it,
sir;” and if you fail, they turn from you in dis-
gust. A ekillful general will secnre for his
army as favorable a location as his enemy has;
he will make his breastworks equally strong,
and when he makes an attack, it is when he
feels that the advantages are equal; but if his
orders are disobeyed and the army refuses to act
in oonoert with him, when the attack is made
they are easily put to rout, As the casestands
to-day, the spirit world 18 leading this great re-
form movement, and they recommend that
suitable mental preparation be made, so that
when the bugle sounds the charge, they be not
left to bear ‘the odium of defeat.

Men often reason very illogical upon spirit-
ual matters; they seem to think a spirit is in-
vinoible, that they are capable of doing what no
mortal ever thought of doing. Now while we
recognize spirits as the controlling force of the
universe, individual spirits are limited in
power and knowledge, therefore the most favor-
able conditions should be given them, and it is
the duty of spiritualists to make common canse
with those who from spirit life seek to re-
move the clouds which have for so long a time
beclouded their vision. “Education will do
this. And now we have dwelt sufficiently long
upon this theme. We will now leave it in your
hands to reflect upon, and act as your highest
conoeptions of right shall dictate.

- Jorx MrrroxN,

ORGANIZATION.
To the Editor of the OLIvE Braxca:— :
In- readiog the Deeember number of the

Orive Brance, I came upon the circular of
G. B. Btebbins embracing the “Declaration of
Principles™ adopted at the Detroit convention,
a8 the basis of a national organization of gpirit-
ualists. ) ' '

It occurred to me that the convention had
committed the comymon He hitherté made
in all astempts at spiritnali®®rganization; they
had gone too far, and had attempted to cover
ground outaide of what is peculiar to spiritual-
ism. I seems to me that in organizinga spirit-
usl association for the whole country, it was
only needful to define what spiritnalism is, ahd
to briefly state on what points spiritualists are
generally agreed. I therefore drew up the fol-
lowing brief specification: .

Al spiritualists affirm that human beings
survive the death of their material bodies, and
that those who have o survived can and do
communicate with those who are yet in the
body. - o

They generally understand that spiritualism
is @ science, a philosophy, and a religion; that
the future condition of every human being is
dependent upon his past character and conduct,
and that mankind are and will continus to be
progressive from lower to higher degrees of
de.elopment. . :

It will be seen that the first paragraph of my
specification 1noludes only that to which all
spiritualists assent, and in effect defines spirit-
ualism; scrupulously excluding all upon which
any two spiritualists can possibly differ, and

—

this I insist is the only true basis for any organ-

£. Y

ization of spiritualists, The second paragraph
of the specification sets forth the general drift
of spiritualist ideas, but does not bind any in-
dividual member of the association to the
maintenance of these ideas. In‘short the only
absolute tenet of an association based on this
specification is contained in its first paragraph,

After I had written out this specification, I
read on until for the first time my eyes alighted
upén the proceedings of the Detroit convention.
In the proceedings the only pertinent sugges-
tions I found touching the proper basis for a
spiritualist organizarion were the following:

“Mr. Dilsey Benjamin said he could rally
around the idea of progression and the beauti-
ful fact of spirit presence and communion. Mr.
Whiting spoke of the wealth and beauty of
spiritual intercourse. Spirityalism is the growth
and development of our inner Eowers, helped
by the angel world. Dr. J. K. Bailey spoke of
Spiritualism as the sdience and philosophy of
lite, the study of nature and of the Intinite will,
a religion teaching duty. @G. B. Stebbins spoke
of the proof positive of the continuity of life
as to h:ve great effeot on the civilization of the
world.

If Thad written my speecification after read-
ing these suggestions, and with the single in-
tent to embrace their substance; and no more,
it would be difficult to point ont in- what par-
ticular I could have changed its langnage for
the better.. -

But .what did the convention do? One
member wanted an artiole favoring monogamy,
forsooth! and it was inserted. ' Pray, cannot a
man hold communion with disembodied spirits,
though he had as many wives as Solomon, or
Brigham Young, as will as a man with only one
wife, or an old bachelor? Some spiritualists
believe that the Bible was divinely inspired and
some do not. Some hold that Jesus, Crishna,
Buddah, Soorates and Mahomet, or some of
them, were divine or divinely iuspired teachers;
while others doubt or deny these olaims ‘for one
or more of them; and yet the platform of a
national association wades into this troubled
sea of conflicting faiths and seots, sets up its
standard, and by so doing proolaims its adhet-
ents to be a religious sect. S

It is plain that all spiritnalists can not stand
united on this platform. Whether I approved
of all its propositions or not—as a matter of
private opinion—I would not set foot upon it,
even with its saving clause providing for its
amendment. It starts its members out as a
seot, and bases itself partly on facts and partly
on faith., Its feet are ‘“iron and olay” and it
cannot stand. The best thing the next conven-
tion can do will be to lop off all the excrescen-
cies about Law, the Bible, Jesus, Sunday and
Marriage, and revise the first two paragraphs
of the platform; and then go to work in the
spirit expressed in two lines of an old Qdd-fel-
lows’ hymn: -

‘“‘Leave disputes aud strifes te others;
“We in barmony must move.”

A spintualist association to be permanent and
harmonious must be broad énough in its scope
to admit all spiritualists, at the same time that
it excludes from its platform all that is ex-
traneous to spiritualism, pure and- simple,
Truth stands firmest when it stends alone, It
needs no orutches, - Qumo,
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THE TRUE, THE BEAUTIFUL AND
THE GOOD.

A BERMON DELIVERED BY REV. E. P. POWELL

IN THE UTICA OPERA HOUSE,

The real trinity that fills the universe and
‘olaims our adoration is the true, the beautiful
and the good. They are literally three in one.
You cannot be good without you are true, and
to be both true and good, is to be essertially
beautiful. If you examine nature under a bur-
dock leaf when the bird has hid its eggs in a
tuft of grass, or in the expanse of the heavens;
in an Ootober leaf or in & monntain landscape
you will find three things: (1.) Truth, a law
of life. (2.) Beauty soinvolved and multifold
that even the microscope or teleecope can only
begin to reveal it. (3.) Goodness, for under
the leat is motherhood and devotion; and in
the stars is the infinite adaptation of matter to
purposes of intelligence and joy.

The world is made up materially of some-
thing less than one hundred distinct elements.
These combine in different proportions until
we get all the complicated organiems which
make the marvellous variety of forms, from a
crystal to a breathing animal. Man’s body
takes in a very large proportion of these ele-
ments. His body contaivs the gases like oxy-
gen and hydrogen, the minerals like iron and
‘gold and the ealts.

The epectroscope shows us the whole giderial
univerre made up in the same way. Iron,
gold, hydrogen, oxygen everywhere in different
proportions. So you get from a few elements
at last a realm of universal force and motion
-but a realm of peace and harmony. This in its
entirety, a magnificence beyond our unagma
tion, we csll the body of God.

Now will you think of the universe; as some
thing else than a combination of elements, as
operative with moral and intellectual life; and
-you will see that it is from atom to star, from
nomad to man, from man to rociety, from so-
ciety to humanity, from bumanity to God,

_only these three principles which I have named
.taking shape and expression. Back of and
.within all things lie truth, beauty and good-
pess. These, interacting, bring matter and
force up to duty, honor, joy, love. You must
‘not think of truth as a tree, beauty the flower
and goodness the frait. Truth is a principle
‘of thonght, of feeling, of action. We may think
'not only a falsehood but think facts falsely; we
may feel love and feel it falsely; we may act
bonorably but without the truth of honor. So
the beautiful is a positive principle. We are
as much under obligation to be and to do and
think the lavable as we are to speak and live
.the truth; a noble character is inherently
"beantiful. Man has po right to be an excep-
“tion to the struggle of nature for the sweet,
pleasant, attractive and harmonious, The beau-
tiful is a final or universal thought, and not an
atom escapes it.

8o alro is goodness 8 primal law, and there-
fore a duty. It enters into the ethics of the
-universe. To be good is a law of the tree a«
well as of the sentient man. Thereisa philoro
_phy in the old Hebrew myth that the Divine
.being has always looked on the evolution of
.ibe uuiverse, and said each day it 18 good.
Goodness is in it all; it tends to betterment.
Evoluuon or creation is not toward the evil.

- So then, think of the universe, and our little
globe as a part of it, made up and moving for-

, ward on this triune thought, the true, the beau-

tiful and the good. You eannot analyze them
into anything more primal; all we can say is,
they are fundamental moral elements, They
are like the gases, salts, and metals of the ma-
terial realm whieh they i mterpenetrate, manipu-
late and rule; and how wonderful is the work.

Pick up a orystal, a white dodecahedron or
a rhomboidal cube. It is part of a story that
links usto ages before man, It tells part of
the great truth of geology. It is one step on
which mind climbs up to reach God. But it
is also beauty; beautiful in color, in form, in
reflection. You will set it on your breast as a
type of purity and grace. Itis equally conti-
nent of goodners; for this crystal and its fel-
lows are the solid foundations of matter. The
crystal of sugar ministers in every direction to
your needs; the orystal of salt is necessary to
health and life. They are all servitors, faithful
and true. They help on the evolution of life
and mind.

Pick a flower from your autnmn hazel. It
tells you the same story; it pleads its desire to
be & part of the truths that constitute man’s
wisdom. 1Itis a fragment of science. For
beauty it 18 a delight to the eye, that is loth to
lose its summer. For goodness it has its mite
of woof and warp in the loom of the years pro-
ducts. I have chosen the simplest illustrations:
but how much more pertinent is the mission of
the grand old elm that bas inspired a Long:
fellow; that has waved its pendant grace over a
thousand children; that will finally warm with
its chips the chilled body of some Goody
Blake. How ﬁne]y do the true, the beautiful,

the good sriee in form and expression in the

sweet beech grove which is a part of the his-
tory of your county as well of plant life:
which has softened the contour of the rugged
hill, and delighted the tired eyes of a century;
and has flung down its antumn gift three score
times on the shouting chlldren of the cot-
tage that it she

Iam never s9%Blad as when my ehildren,
vreserved from some of the evil teachings
of my own childhood, show me a worm aud
say how beantitulit is. To me there are many
hideous things made repulsive simply becaunse
of abad education. I am satisfied that the
universe basnothing naturally unpleasant in it.

But this tMune something, these subtle moral
forces that thus lie back of matter are still
more apparent as the principles of a true char
acter. In man the true, beautiful and good
come to consciousness. They become self ob-
servant. When you consider bim as these es
sential ideas self operative you get at the true
definition of a human being. - The physiologist
tries to discover certain muscles in which we
differ from the highest animal forms, but our
true dis'inction is that of being self conscious
of eternal principles.

Take the type of the child with more or less
of unconscious trathfuloess in him, with the
unconscious grace of heredity and the charm
ing goodness that isas yet one balf impulse.
How admirably are the three blended in his
epontaneity.

But the mother is a better llluutratlon, pature

'has never made a better; for the finest thing

she has ever yet produced is a human mother.
Truth was never so clarified of the least trace
of the false as in her relation to husband and
babe. Beauty was mnever so unalloyed, so ex-
quisite a8 1n her form and expression. And
can goodness be conceiyed like the devotion of
her life to her loved ones.

Trace these same principles farther out and
you conceive the absolute true, beautifu! and
good as something worthy of the very worship
of your soul.

You eay if God be absolute beauty, how in-
effably happy will we be to behold him. I say
open your eyes and you see that very loveli-
nees which is his presence. If God be truth you
say how wonderful will it be to hear his voice
teaching us as our Father. Isay, open your
ears and you will bear the divine voice of truth
in all hours and places. If God be goodness,
you say let us long for the time when we shall
enter into his mansions. I say reach out your
hand and take what his goodness crowds upon
you. But mark this, you can see no more of
beauty, hear no more of truth, and get no more
of goodness then you are fitted for. Jesuns had
a subtle philosophy in the words, “He that
hath an ear let him hear.” Wae live in actual
contact with God’s three attributes and they
are to us as we are to them. The road to God
is the road of a noble character; the more true,
heautiful and good you are, the more you see
God.

There is therefore nothing in the world so
grand as a buman character that is devoted to
the true, nothing 8o beautiful as a soul devoted
to the lovely, nothing so good as a good soul.
A fine character is the highest revelation of

| God that can exist on earth, Raligion janat

to believe, bat to be, Itis the eternal law of
this eternal trinity wrought into a life.

Here I come to a landing place, where we
must stop a moment, for I want you to see that
religion is something that embraces not merely
goodpess but truth in its larger acceptation,
and equally includes the beautiful. You are
aware that religious teachings have often denied
this. The Puritans battered statuary in pieces,
burnt fine paintings and went to an ugly shed
to sing his rude psalms in an appalling method,
The old creed warns us against the world as
well asthe devil, Science is exclnded from any
place beside David’s psalms and Paul’s epistlea.
Art has been very unfortunate; in the middle
ages it was a part of religion; the Catholic so
holds it to-day, but the Protestant world de-
niesit. To read in a Church pulpit from a
most important essay of John Tyndal on health,
or a lay sermon on every day duties, from
Huxley, or Dr. Brown, would be considered a
profane innovation. Religion allows however
a reading from the history of Ahab or Saul, or
from a love song of Solomon. The demands
of an enlightened age require a wider and
truer definition of the religione. This is an age
that thrives on science and the industrial arts;
Sunday should be largely devoted to instruct-
ing the people in these things. As soon as the
people get over their morbid reverence for
theritual forms of antiquity, they will get
such things. - Then they will pay as much to
know how to have a healthy household and a
home of intrinsic beauty, as they will to know

how to pacify an angry Deity, they will geV
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the teachings they need. Remember I do not
say leaye religion and go to art; but that pure
art and true scienee are a part of religion; to
live wiseiy is better than worship; to live
happily is better than to seek future happiness,
to beget noble children is better than praying
for the making over of bad ones. - My good
friends, religion has become a very narrow
term, It covers not our wisdom and our full
manly duty, but our faith in books, forms and
doctrines, and our praying, worshiping and
gloiifying. But still more, I find myself nat-
urally, when talking on religion, drawn into an
apology for includiag the beautiful at all under
that term, As if there was religion in an art
gallery; as it there were religion in an autumn
landscape. Wene the Paritans in the seven
teenth century, while tearing down pictures
and mutilating statuary ; were they really iu-
sulting religion, or was theirs a sincere pro-
test against paioted sensaality. 1 am sure
they wure honest, but I am equally sure that
when they fled from the fleshy carnal devil,
they ran ioto the arms of an ugly devil, who
was not one whit less devilish for being as
plain as the whitewashed wall of his meeting
house. There is really nothing to choose be-
tweea a piety that covers nastiness, and a piety
that eovers cruelty. :

A riper definition of religion, restores us to
the lovely, the fresh, the joyous,

‘When I became emancipated from Calvin-
ism aod supernaturalism, 1 found myself grow-
ing younger. The world was no louger an ac
cursed place, aud no doom was attached to liv-
ing s reasonable life. I feel every year young-
er. There are nv oares that can orush, like the
awful responsibility of living every moment in
danger of eternal torment. I see myself now
in a charming heaven—the world is as lovely
as I can appreciate. The great law that leads
me on into the Autamn of life, leads me
by ways of indescribable lovelinees. And if you
will turn over history, you will find all great re-
ligious revolts were renewals of men’s youth.
Jesus was as fresh as a4 June:day; Soorates was
as boyish as the young fellows ‘that humg: on
his words. When Luther broke loose fromshe
monastery and its repressions, he dropped . hid
tears and fears, got married, sung,  played,
romped and was as happy as if he had been
born again. Jesus teachings are in one sense
poems, in another they are fine art sketohes.
The beaatiful was always present with him.

When you thus consider the nature of the
true, beautiful and good, you see how danger-
ously evil is their perversion. The reverse of
the traeis the lie aud on, that a large propor-
tion of human character is formed. The op-

posite of the beautiful is the superfisial and
gross, and much of buman life is modelled on
this false beauty. The opposite of the good is
hypoorisy , and we know too well how al
phases of life are poisoned with this false good.

The world is cursed as badly with saperficial
and show beanty, as it is with heartless good-
ness. We shall not reform by simply becom-
ing good; reformation must cover the true and
the beautiful , science, art, society, politics and
the state. Confucius made all religion to be
a fulfilment of our duties as citizens and as
children. The Christian overlooks this exeept

as a secondary matter. It is needful that we

see religion as covering all our relations to the
world; whatever lowers us as to worth, man-
hood, strength or character, is a crime. What-
ever makes us of more value to ourselves or
others is religious. In this way it is religion
to have as lovely a home as you can. Shiftless-
vess and unthrift are sinful. Beauty of cloth-
ing, housebold art, all are a religions duty. A
lying beauty, a false beauty, is the worst of
crimivals.  She is the incarnation of the irre.
ligious.

I have stopped a good while on this which I
called a landing place; for it really is an all im-
portant matter. Men must not oconsider that
love for nature and love for astronomy is only
carnal. When I stand under the night sky
and it thnlls me with sublime joy, i is not any
less religious because I do not praise God with
a prayer or & psalm. When I can make ten
acres of soil to minister to the peace, purity
and joy of a thousand persons by making those
acres an expression of trauth and beauty, I am
doing as 4ruly a religious act as if I induced
those thousand persons to kneel in prayer. It
is religiod said Mahomet to make your neigh
bor smile.

My friends, I have said that this world shows
us nothing so fine as a true, beantiful and good
character. It is unfortunately not yet the rule
of human cature to fairly exemplify these three.
But sometimes in our relation to them, we. find
one who is as true as he is good, and as beaati-
ful as he is true; a man with the gentleness
and kindness of a child, but the grand power to
bear heavy bardens of care; a man sturdy and
brave and unflinching in the truth of his char-
acter, generous, charitable, large-hearted and
npen handed in his goodness, and of that pe-
caliar lovableness that makes you think of him
as one you could not bear to separate from
your life work. And I say, that you and I
were fortunate enongh to find such a man, when
we began this Hall movement. When we have
thought of it, we have thought of him; we have
felt as if we gathered around him as the warm

heart is the center of the body. He was the
‘heart of our movement; every one felt his
iworth; felt his generous impulse ; and we all
loved him. ' Children never saw him without
noticing him; women admired him without a

‘fault in doing so, and were glad of his friend .

ship. Determined io will, anflinching in. pur-
pose, defiant of wrong, a despiser of the mean,
a 'bater of the wrong, did anyone ever know
him to sympathize with the false or compromise
with the bad ? yet when it was possible to be
geutle and sympathetic and forbearing, who
could be more so, With a will like iron, he
was still capable of easily yielding to the in.
evitable. True to himself, true to principles,
trae to his word, true to religion; beautiful 'in
his friendship, beaatiful in his love. of nature,
in his adoration of' the diviae life in all things
in his respect for human rights, in hia family
relatii.ons; good, solid good in his whole Lfe
wor

I quote of him as I quoted of another,those
words of Longfellow :

“Oh enviuable fate to be
Strong, besutiful and armed like thee
Withlvie and 8 vord, witn soug. an1 steel
A hand to strike, a heart to teel.”

This rare man . was oars. He is ours still;
the joy of our tnoughts, the pride of our socie-
ty, the result of our principles. He lived like
a man, he died like a man. We shall not for-
get him. Do you suppose God willt

"[The remarks at the close of this sermon referredto
C. D. Faulkuer, lately

AN INCIDENT AND ITS LESSON.

*Yes, sir, I am a stiff Presbyterian,—joined
the church at the age of twenty-three, and am
now seventy three,—fifty years;butI do not be"
lieve in endless punishment, never did since I
could think,—but I am not a Universalist by any
means.” This was the language of an excellent
gentleman of our acquaintance a few dayssince.

“Then,” said we, *‘you must believe in the
destruction of the wicked.”

“Not at all; not at all,” was the reply. “I be-
lieve that God will do better than to damn for-
ever, or annihilate those he has taken the trouble
to create, but I am no Universalist. One thing
I cannot believe, and that is endless torment,
and I meet plenty of Presbyterians in my travels
who reject it as heartily as I do. I shall never
forget a little incident of my boyhood; which
was a turning point with me on the subject. I
called with my father on one of the best women
I ever knew, a saint if ever there was one,—and
by the way, the handsomest woman I ever saw,
though at the time she had children married ;
and my father said to her:

“I have heard a dreadful report concerning
you.n

*I know what it is, but it is not true,” was
her reply. ‘‘You heard that I had said that I
wasa Universalist. It is not true. What I
said was this : ‘If God shall finally conclude to
save all men, he will do the blessedest thing
that even a being of infinite goodness can do,
and I say so still, and will continue to say so as
long as I live. But I am a good Methodist, I
am no Universalist.”

“Though a boy,” said our friend, ‘‘this lan-
guage lodged in my mind, and its influence has
always remained, and always will remain ; and
I say to day with that good Christian woman,
‘If God shall conclude tosave all men, he will
do the blessedest thing that even God could do,
and I want it understood that I am a staunch
Presbyterian, and no Universalist.”

How natural this sounds, Canon Farrar re-
jects endless punishment and the annihilation
of the wicked, but he repudiates Universalism,
Dr. Thomas,—grand man,—thinks God will do
the very best that can be done with each and
every child of his, but he is not quite ready to
accept “'the faith everywhere spoken against.’+
There are multitudes of people who reject the
old errors, and yvet who thihk they are not with
us. They are mistaken. They have heard the
word Uniyersalism—grandest name in the relig-
ious vocabulary—associated with such oppro-
brium that they form an image in their mind,-
when they hear the word, of such deformity.
that it shocks them. They are not that, they are
certain, and so they think they are not with us.
They are mistaken. There are multitudes in
all churches—a constantly increasing number
—who, théugh they remain in their old con-
nections, are cherishing our blessed faith in
their heart of hearts. In fact, if one had a
magnet that could draw from all the churches

those who really belong to the Universalist
Church, more would come ousthan would re-
main.—Neéw Covenant. o '

Every duty brings onv peouliar delight, every
denial, its appropriate compensation, every
thought, its recompensé, every love, elysium, eve
ery cross, 1t crown; pay goes with performan-
oes, a8 effect with cause. Over meanness over
reachexitself;vice vitiaties whoeverinduigesin it

tal not needed. We will start you. Men,
wowmen, boys and girls wunted everywhere to

l work for us. Now s the time Youu can

work in spare time, ur give your whole 11me to the bust«
ness. No other business will pay you nearly as well. Nu one
can fail t0 muke enormous pay, bv engaxing at once. Coscly

A week made at home hy the industriouns.
Best businers now before the puuvlic. Capi-

outl' and terms free. Moncy male fast, easilly and hoaoraoly.
Addsess, I'RUS & V0., Aagusts, Aaine, & o o
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, REFLECTIUNS.

-Editors and publishers of papers and mag-
agines sometimes find themselves placed in
peculiar positions. What appears in theit pub-
lications they are held responsible for; in some
dases this is not very agreeable, but at other
times they feel honored by supporting the
opinions of some of the contributors. In a
recent number of the OLIAE BraNcn there ap.
peared an article nupon the atonement so-called,
and the position taken by the contributor, gave
rige to a letter from a friendly correspondent in
a neighboring state, who takes issue with the
views advanced in the published article, and
considers them erroneous, The sentences are
these, “we regard the dootrine of an atome.
ment between God and man through and by a
slain Son of God, an absurdity,” in another
article the words, “he who saves himself is a
ohrist unto himself.” Our correspondent claims
to have broad views upon the subject of man’s
relation to the Infinite, but by the tone of her
letter, it is evident that there are some of the
relics of barbarism remaining and they obtrude
themselves whenever the doctrine of the atone.
ment is disoussed. Now we know of no sub-
jeot that needs ventilating so thoroughly as
this, for upon it hinges the whole theory of
christian salvation.

We repeat what the spirit said through u,
at another time, that the doctrine of an at.one
ment as proclaimed by the christian church, is
an absurdity, because if we aocept it as true
we must lose that respeot and reverence for the
Infinite Spirit which we now entertain as a
Spiritualist. To get at this matter we must go
back to the times when it is claimed that God
made man, and placed him in the famous gar-
den of Eden: now if God koew all things from
the begioning, he knew when he made man,
what kind of a creature he was making; and he
knew too that when he told him that the day
ke ate of the fruit of the tree of knowledge, he
would surely die; 8o it was no sarprise to the
maker when he found out that his commands
had been disobeyed, and we fail to see wherein
he can justify himself in oursing the world, for
a 8in committed, whenas infinite in knowledge
and power, he could have prevented it. The
sin of Adam gaverise tothe needs of a saviour;
had Adeam obeyed , all things would have re-
mained as they was, through all time ; and we
of the present age would beliving in that state
of blissful ignorance which was the condition
of this created pair. This story of creation
and the fall of man, is something every one
can do as they see.fit about believing; as for us
we regard it as a dream,of no valueto philosopby
or science; but it serves as the foundation of a
system, and the basis of the christian religion;
and we think if ‘our cotrespondent will examine
into the merits of the case, it will prove itself
to be without foundation.

~ If God bad not got angry with Adam he
would not have cursed the world, but we fail
to see any reasonable grounds foranger. Was
not Adam a child of God? he had no other
parent and the traits of character he inberited
must haye come from his creator, As a man
he was not respected any more than a born
thief or a drunkard is to-day,and there are plenty
of instances to prove that theives, murderers,
and drunkards inherit those traits of charactep

,| of him that he raised,Lazarus from the dead

from their parents ; but would it not be absurd
for such a parent to select the only virtuous
child in the family and cause him to be put to
death to appease the anger of the parent
caused by the conduot of the rest of his off-
spring; common reason would say, lock the
tather up in some asylum, and make it impossi-
ble for him to reproduce himself in offspring
that could not help being oriminals, and it
there be one pure minded child in the family,
preserve the life of that child by all means.
But our correspondent say she believes that
God was manifest in the flesh, the human and
divine blending mysteriously; which if true, is
80 mysterions that no one either spirit or mortal
has been able to solve the mystery. And there-
fore weconsider allagaments going to prove such
aunion speculation and not to be relied npon; for
had Jesus been the only man in the world to be
regarded in this light, we might give some credit
to what is claimed for him; but he is only one
among a number, the east s been prolific in
its production of saviours, and we de not be-
lieve the last one has been born yet. Taking
the character of Jesus as a man, ‘we find much
to admire and some things to condemu; his
manners of speech was not above others of :his
time; the works he done have been duplieated
by men who make no pretentions to being
specially divine. The most marked characteris-
tics in the career of Jesus was the healing of
the sick by laying on of hands; but it is claimed

but what became of Lazarus? why does he
not testify of this fact, if it was a fact; or il
ke was only in a trance, and Jesus through the
medinmistic power ha possessed knew that ha
was not dead, if an honest man, would not have
him proclaim a lie to the world. We have often
wondered at the silence of Lazarus;again it is
claimed that some of his disciples had the
power to restore life, but we question the truth.
fulness of the statement because ocontrary to
law ; man may destroy physical life, but he
cannot restore it.

“The atonement,” says our correspondent, “xa
to be at-one-ment with God, showing how
God can be just, and yet pardon a guilty per-
son who believes in his innermost soul that Jesus
has suffered for him.” But God does uot do
this. ‘How could Jesus suffer for all who had
died from the time of Adam down to the time of
the crucifixion. The Jews had a custom of offer-
ing sacrifice, they gave of their flocks and herds
we are told, and God was satisfied but what
of the other races and nations, what became of
them ? The Jews were not the only people on
the' globe at that time; are we to believe that
all Geatile nations were sent to hell and a few

Jewssaved, becausetheyheld a yearly barbacue
and wasted & fow oxen or sheep; it is said that

for these sacrifices the best of their flocks and
herds were selected. If thisis true, the Jewish
race has sadly degenerated, judging from what

wek now of the race to-day. The Jews do not
accept Jesus as the Saviour, they reject the

New Testament, but they do not follow the
practice of making meat offerings; if it was
necessary in the past, why do they not keep up
the practice now ? has their God changed, or
has the Jew learned more about his God, and
finds that such practices are nonsensical. We
know of but one way by which man can be
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at-one-ment with God, and that is by living a
true life, being honest in all things, religion in-
cluded ; we do not see how any man can feel
at-ease and know that he is trying to smaggle
his way into Paradise, through the merits of an
other’s goodness; such a position is unmanly;
rather earn your title, than appropnate a bor-
rowed one.

The question of pardon for sin or wrong do-
ing is & mooted one, and we have no evidence
that any one’s sins have been forgiven, nor has
it been our good tortune to meet with a person
who could say their sins had been forgiven. We
much prefer the spiritualistic idea regarding
Paradise, whioh is, that his sins are forgiven who
works out the penalty. As for us, we do not
want to go to heaven in the capacity of a pan-
per; but would rather earn our position by
living a true life and doing what we can for the
enlightenment of mankind. There is s0o mach
uncertainty about this atonement and forgive-
ness theory that we are afraid to risk it, and
80 must continue on as we are now doing, learn.
ing a little every day, and undoing every day
some of the ideasinstilled into our minds when
a church communicant.

The next point in our friend’s letter that we
wish to notice is, where she says that it seems
to her that the kind of religion taught in the
Orive Brancu is good enough for people of
refinement and progress ; but when it comes
to people who have committed wrong deeds

,| and feel the bitterness of their wrong, it fails to

reach their cases; now let it be known that we
do not recognize an aristooracy in spiritualism;
what is beneficial for one person, will assist an-

o

from a person who has only one talent, as one
would from one having two talents; thatis
christian, but not a part of Spiritualiem. It
a person of culture commits a wroong knowing-
ly, the law of compensation will exact of him
in comparison to the amount of knowledge
possessed, and he or she must work out the
penalties; they may christian-hke try to cast
their burdens upon Jesus, but sooner orlater
‘they will feel the load weighing upon their own
shoulders. 'Wae feel that it is about time that
Jesus was released from being a scape goat for
every tramp in the country ; we have too much
respect for him to ask him to bear our niquities,
and it may be that Jesus has all he can attend
to in looking after himself. = 'We cannot help
thinking sometimes what a disappointment it
will be to these shiftless christians, who have
all theirlives been unloading their bardens of
iniquity and piling them upon the back of this
good man, to find after all that Jesus was but
an imagniary character,and that the real Jesus,
the medium of ten thousand yearsago, was and
is only a man afterall. We cannot afford to
risk too much in this load-shifting business.
Far better keep adding some good each day to
the oredit side of the ledger, then there will
be nothing to fear.

. But our friend says, it seems to her that we
do not comprehend the idea that God himself
came as a man in the likeness of sinful flesh
and condemned sin in the flesh; we are will-
ing to admit that we don’t know anything
about it, and we doubt very much whether any
one else knows any more about it than we do;

there wasn’t an :' of us t.here and the record is
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80 badly mixed that we think it doubtful if
any more will be known about them than is at
the present time. It is one of those sabjects
so far beyond our reach that we cao’t get hold
of it. But we did not know before that the
world had been cursed ‘a:second time; if we
take the life of Jesus as it has come down to
us, we shall look in vain for:ourses from him;
there is only one ocase on record that: we ean
remember now of such a character, and that is
when he cursed the fig tree, whiehwe never
thought was very Godlike. We would in thisage
call a man a fool who coming te a tree expeot-
ing to find fruit npon it, and -to rélieve. his
mind of the disappointment set to eurmng the
tree. In all the teaching of Jesuws we find
him showing examples from nature to illustrate
the things he would have fixed -in the: minds
of his followers. And be said to his disciples
“go ye into all the world and preach.-the gos-
pel,” be did not-care anything about the soil it
was the minds of men be strove to reach, he
had a new gospel different from what bad beew
taught by the Jewesh priesthood. And wha

was this new gospel? In what respects did it

differ from the old? There was just the same
difference as will be observed between the gos-
pel>of spiritualism and the gospel of theology.
One of the distinguishing traits of this new
gospel was that it was preached to the poor,
the sick was healed, the blind was restored to
sight; jost what the gospel of spiritualism is
doing, our mediums are healing the sick with-
ot the use of drugs, we have no high salaried
Popes, Bivhope, or priests, but those who have
been called to occupy a place on the rostrum
are wiiling 10 work for. a fair vompensation
and no one is excluded from spiritual assem-
blages on account of caste.

It is a mistaken idea that this world is an
awful bad place, if we find one as good on the
other side of the river we will be satisfied. If
God ereated them he no doubt done the best he
could with the amount of matter be had on
band, and if he had done as well ‘making a
spirit world, we oan a8k no more, we are.willing
to risk the oase with. the rest of mankind.

- But, our friend says again, Josus said, “Come
unto me all ye who labor and I will give you
rest,” snd adds that if he was. man -be was the
most preposterous-of mortals, to which we beg
to differ. Supposing Jesus knew under whatan
oppressive system the people to whom he ad-
dressed these: words bhad lived, and from that
broad sympathetio nature of his, felt their
burden jast as we spiritnalists feel the load
somé. of our christian friends are carrying about
with them, and knowing that we can relieve
them if they will only listen;-and we say, come
all yo: who are burdened with care and uncer-
tain as to what lies before you; come listen and
we will tell you how to get rid of that burden-
some load, would it be preposterous? Not at
all, but an act of charity, and: we think that in
the case cited' Jesus showed bimself:to be a true
humanitarian, Being differently situated from
our friend, we perhaps look at those thingsin a
differerit light, Wus there is alwsys swo sides to
every case, and we prefer the/side that has to
us the greatest amount of reasen and seems the
most practical. - - ! R

Our friend now brings the-matter bome to us
and says, mow Mr. Editor, you may never have

committed any sin yourself, anything to trouble
your conscience, yet some time or other a
friend, to whom you are deeply attached, may
come to you in the depths of despair and beg
you to help him. What are you going to do
about itP As for our self we feel conscious of
not doing at all times as well as we might,
which comes under the head of sins of omis-
sion; we plead guilty, but what right have we
to go toanother and cast our burden apon them.,
None whatever, it belongs to us as it does to
any other person to attend te our own affairs
If & friend of ours should eommit a wrong and
confess to us, we should not send him to Jesus
but tell him to go to the party wronged and
right the matter. If Smith robs Brown you
cannot pay Smith by oconfessing; Robinson
may loan the money to repay Smith but Jesus
can’t do it; repentance alone cannot right a
wrong, something more is required, the party
wronged must be made whole, this calls for
action on the part of the offender, and this
principle will be found embodied in the spirit-
usl philosophy but pot in the dectrines of
ohristianity; the latter recommends confersing
to God through Jesus we leave Jesus, out of the
matter altogether and place Smith in the place
assigned by christianity'to Jesus, for no matter
how perfect 3 man may be before God every
time he meets or thinks of the ome he has
wronged his conscience will reprove him.,

Oar friend says, no one cau help the wrong
done but he who made the human heart and
understands sll its hidden depths; now if God
gave men an impure heart is he not the guilty
one? and of what benefit to go to him and con-
fess when you have only carried out the object
of the designer. That kind of logic will not
do, it is giving too wide a scope for wrong doers
to shield themselves; sin in whatever form it
may appear is a violation of law and the law
must be satisfied. A man that commits a mur-
der may feel sorry after the deed has been
committed, but such contrition does not satisfy
the lsw, to every orime there is a penalty at-
tached and it must be paid, and we have no
right to shield a wrong done, the weltare of
society demands that we use all our endeavors
to bring such a one to justice, and we believe
the laws of God are equally as binding as the
laws of man. o

Our friend expresses a wish for our conversion;
well we are willing to be converted if it can be
shown that we are in the wrong, but we must
have proof, simple statements will not suffice.
The time was when we, like our friend, thought
that Jesus would settle all of our bills, but
since becoming a spiritualist we see things ina
different light and every year our position is
made to appear more tenable. What God will
say to us when we are called hence does not
conoern us; if we live a true life we can have
nofears of the future, and this is our aim, Spirit-
ualism has taught us this and we accept the
issue.

TEMPERANCE, honesty, fidelity, and other
virtues are not right because God has eaid so,
or because he sanctions them, but because they
promote the health and happiness of man. In-
temperance, fraud, and faithlessness are not
wrong because God has condemned them, bat
because they are foes to human happiness.
The true ‘foundation of morality is wiility.
There is, there can be, no other.

7.
From Hartford Times, -
I8 TALMADGE A SPIRITUALIST?

This noted Brooklyn preacher has been
preaching a sermon that would be difficalt to
classify under any heading but that of Spirit-
ualism. On the occupation of people in the
other world he strikes out with a freedom not
usually expeoted in orthodox pulpits, Instesd
of limiting them to an eternity of psalm-singing,
he gives a touch of variety and sends a refresh,
ing breeze through his whole sermou, as the
following extracts will show: R

“And what are departed Christian physipians
doing now? Busy at their old business. No
sickness in Heaven, but plenty on earth. - Yon
cannot ucderstand why that patient got well
after all the skillful doctors of New York and
Brooklyn bas said he must die. Perhaps Aber-
crombie tonched him—Abercrombie, who after
many years doctoring the bodies and souls of
people in Scotland, went up to God in 1844;
Perhaps Abercrombie tonched him. Ishould not
wonder if my old friend Dr. John Brown, who
died last month in Edinburgh—John Brown,
the author of ‘Rab and his Friende’—John
Brown, as humble a Christian as he was skillful
physician and world renowned author. I should
not wonder if e had been back again and again
to see some of his old patients. Those who
had their joy in healing the sickness and woes
of earth, and have gone up to heaven, are com-
ing forth again for benignant medicament.

All our departed Christian friends who on
earth found great joy in the fine arts, are now
indulgiog their tastes in the same direction.
On earth they had their gladdest pleasures
amid pictures and statuary, and in the study of
the laws of light and prospective. liave you
any idea that this affluence of faculty collapsed
at death and perished? Why so, when there
is more for them to look at, anl they have
keener appreociation of the beautiful, and they
stand amid the very looms where the sunset
and the raindows and the spring mornings are
woven? "Are you 8o obtuse as to suppose that
becaunse the painter drops his easel and the
soulptor his chisel and the engraver his knife,
that therefore that trait which he was enlarg-
ing and intensifying for forty or fifty years,
isentirely obliterated ? These artists on earth
worked in coarse material and with imperfeot -
brain and frail hand. Now tley have carried
their art into larger liberties. They are at
their old business yet, but without the fatigues,
limitations, and hinderances of the terrestrial
studio. Raphael could now improve upon his
master-pierce of Michael the arch-angel, now
that he has seen him; and could improve upon
his master-piece of the Holy Family now that
he has visited them, Michael Angelo conld
better .present the Last Judgment after seeing
its flash and hearing the rumbling battering
rams of its thander. The reason that God took
away their eye, hand and brain, was that he
might give them something better, Do not
eay, ‘I am sorry they had to leave these things.’
Rather say: ‘Iam glad they have gone up to
higher artistic opportanity and appreciation.’
Our friends who found so much joy in the fine
arts on earth are now luxuriating in Louvres
and Luxembourgs celestial.

* * * Cannotthe soul ging? Cannot the *
soul hear? If it can hear, then it can hear
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music. Do not therefore, when some member
of your household leaves for Heaven, close the
piano and unstring the harp for two years, be-
c¢ause the fingers that used to play on them are
still. “You must remember that they have bet-
ter’ m’!tmments where they are. Our friends
who were passionately fond of music here, are
now at the Aecadquarters of harmony.

" "While we know that the armies of evil in
the world are larger in number than the army
of Truth, there are celestial cohorts in the air
fighting on our side. Ihave not so much Yaith
in the army on the ground as I have in the army
in the air. © God? open our eyes that we may see
tliem! The military spirits that went up from
earth to join the military spirits before the
throne—the hundreds of Christian warriors who
fought on earth and went up on high, are com-
ing down the hills of Heaven ready to fight the
mvisiblbs. Yonder they are—coming, coming.
Did yot not hear them as they swept by ?

‘What are our Christian explorers doing now?
Exploring yet, but with lightning locomotion
~-with' vision microscopic and telescopic at the
ssme Time. A continent at a glance. A world
in a seoond A planetary system in a day.
John Franklin no more in disabled “Erebus”
pushing toward the North Pole ; DeLong no
mote trying to free blockaded “Jeannette” from
the ice; Livingston no more amid African ma-
larias trying to reveal a dark continent, but all
of them in the twinkling of an eye taking in
that which was unapproachable. Mont Blanc
scaled without alpenstock. The coral depths
of the ocean explored without a diving bell.
The mountains unbarred and opened without

8ir Hamphrey Davy’s safety lamp. R L

What are our departed astronomers doing?
Studying astronomy yet, but not through the
dull dens of earthly observatory, but with one
stroke of wing going right out to Jupiter and
Mars, Mercury, Saturh, Orion and the Pleiades
—overtaking and passing swiftest comet in
their flight. They were in discussion—all these
astronomers of earth—about what the aurora
borealis was, and nome of them could guess.
They know now. They have been out there to
see for themselves,

What are our departed Christian chemists
doing? ‘Following out their own science.

" Since they died they have solved ten thousand
questions which once puzzled the earthly lab-
oratory. They stand on the other side of the
thin wall of electricity that seems to divide the
physical from the spiritual world—the wall so
thin that ever and anon it seems to be almost
broken through from our side by telephonic and
telegraphio apparatus, and broken through from
the other side by strange influences, which
men in their ignorance called spiiitnalistic mani-
festations,  All that' matter is ocleared up.
Agassiz standing amid his stadent explorers
downin Brazil, coming across some great nov-
elty in the rooks, taking off his hat and saying:
Gentlemen, let us pray; we must have divine
illumination. We want wisdom from the Cre-
ator 'to study theserocks. He made them;
let us pray,'—Agassiz gomg nght on with his
studies forever and ever.

What are the men of the law doing?  Study-
Jnglawin a universe where everything is oon-
*trolled by law, from flight of humming bird
to fight of world—law, not dry, hard and

drudging, but righteous and magmficent law,
before which man and cherub, seraph and arch-
angel, and God himself bow. The chain of
law long enough to wind round the universities
and infinity and eternity. What a plave to
stndy law, where all the links of the clmn are
in the hand!

When I get to Heaven—as by the grace of
God I am destined to go to that place—1 will
come and see you all. Yea, I will come to all
the people to whom I have administered. the
gospel, and to the millions of souls to whom—
through the kindness of the printing press, I
am permitted to preach every week in this land
and other lands—I will visit them all. I give
them fair notice. Our departed friends of the
ministry are engaged in that delectable under-
taking now.

OUR FA THERS AND MOTHERS,
WHERE ARE THEY?

This is a question which interests all alike,
and in order to do justice to all I give the an-
swers rendered by the leading minds in some
of the different religious sects and leave people
to judge which is best. Here is a little group
of mourning children standing by the open
grave of a loved father, who had been good and
kind to them; they loved this parent dearly, he
had admlmst.ered to their every want, but now
the cold grave is about to close over him; their
hearts beat high, the tears flow fast and where
can these dear children look for consolation?
Here is & Christian minister. With hearts over-
flowing with grief they uk, where i8 our father?
He reph I hope he is in heavm, you must

atonemont. ' you ' X
Christians, you will meet hlm in.the tar-off fu-
tare and spend with him an eternity together,
but you must wait patiently, I know not how
long, until Gabriel blows his horn to call the
people to judgment. Yes, but our father did
not believe in the atonement. That was his
own fault; if you accept it you are safe. These
children with bleeding hearts again reply:

With my dear loving father

My God, let me dwell,

Or thy heaven to me

Is worse thau & hell.

There could be no heaven tous while our
father was in torment. A materiatist .comes
that way—they ask him the same question; his
answer i8, when you have closed the grave over
this loved parent, that ia the last of him, death
and eteimal sleep is our motto. These heart:
broken ones are somewhat reheved, for, say they:
“This is so much better than the Christian be-
lief that we must accept it, if there is nothing
better for us. O yes, they one and all exclaim,
give us Ingersoll, then we and our father can
sleep an eternal quiet sleep together, with no
burning hell or hissing devils to disturb us,
Bat is there nothing imr man that survives the
tomb? Where are those loves which surroand-
ed us from our parents, and caused them to so
diligently watch over our wandering footsteps,
and seemed to permeate our whole being, Can
such love as this ever grow cold or die? We
will see what this spiritualist oan say; perhaps
ke has seen some one that has come from this
unknown land that can tell us all about it.”
They repeat the question. Isourtather dead? Is

or know of him? My dear children, your
father is no¢ dead, for. there is no death. - Nos
gone to any plage of: torment, nor asleep in
eternal forgetfulnues, but stands by your ade.
This body which you are about to lay in the
grave is only the house he lived inj it was of
the earth; it will,return to the earth again; he
will need it no more, Bat your father whieh
inhabited this worn out tenement is with you
still, he lovea you still more than ever before.
A father or a mother’s love is of God, 18 etemnal,
can never grow cold nor die. Then hold ap
your heads and dry those tears—cherish those
inflaences which he from time to time brings
to you nntil you join him in the bright summer
land, where parting scenes wiil never come.
Birth and:death are both patural, one as much
as the ather—neither should or wowld be dread-
ed if rightly understood. You have a birth-
right to an eternity of happiness with your
dear parent, who is gone before you, which no
kingly ediot nor priestly anathema can take
wom you. You are the children of & loving
father, whose great love encircles all. Look
out upon nature, see the order and harmony in
the planetary world, then trust in that God or
principle, call it what you may, but do not call
it the Jewish Jehovah. Then all will be well,
Z. T. BARBER,

WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM,

Spiritualism is absolute knowledge of the
continuity of life, and that under favorable
oriticism, thess called dead can hold communion
with, the living. This s spiritualism, pure and

any prefixes for in dging so they detract from
the real soul of epirstualism; while they may
feel- exalted within themselves, and feel that
they have performed some important duty to
the world. Every system of religion, school
of science, or philosophy that hasnot enough
merits 10 stand alone should be allowed to fall;
never attempt, to bolster up spiritualism with
ohristian, soientific or philosophal props, if it
does not embrace them all now, attaching them
like & tail to a kite, will never make it more re-
ligious, scientific, or philosophical; there it is,
It the world understood the pringiples of Spir-
itualism this commaunication would not be givea,
but as they do net it may be necessary for us
to keep the matter before them in order that
they may learn something of ite time purposes.

It has been thought that spiritaalism was to
usurp the :position the chureh holds, and be-
ocome a kind of religious dictator ; this it not
ite mission, Jesns said, or it is said of him,
that he came to bring a ewerd. . Spiritaahsm
brings the “clive branch of peace aud good will
to. all men.” , Objection may be made to the
useof theterm absolute, as embracing too mach.
If spiritualism has not demonstrated this faot
of a eontinuous life.to the world, and thereby
placing it in possession of pomtive knowledge,
it is the fault of mankind, and not the philoso-
phy; if it be not of, enough interest to know
whether we are to continue to live or not or
whether we ead . with physical death; we say
if there is not emough interest felt in the mat-
ter to lead to investigation of the sabject, then
it will not benefit sugh persons to know whether

he in the Christian’s hell, or when we lay him in

-t be a truth orpot. Kve
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ple must have a foundation upon which to rest,
and if a truth the greater necessity that such
foundation be impregnable, for every trath
must withstand the assaults of error and false-
hood. Superstition trembles at the approach
of truth, and they who advocate them realize
their loss pecaniarily should truth finally be-
come trlumphant! Spiritualism though em-
buding all thas anyone could wish to know re
garding a future life, must take its place in the
world beside phst and present errors; because
it is a trath will not give it the right of way
over the whole ‘territory, its course through
the worid must be fought for, it is met with

opposing forces on every hand, but thus far it’

it has been successful in every contest, every
attempt made to destroy itsinfluence has failed,
every honest investigation has been well paid
“for the time and Iabor. It is nataral for men
to want to know the truth, and it 1s just as
nataral for them' to cling to an error once ac-
cepted as a truth; ‘whatever has bécome fixed
§n the mind will require stronger evidende than
error possesses to remove it; it is seldom that a
person is met who is willing to exchange errors,
Wit they will excbange their errors for a truth
when it is proven to them, and here is where
the work of spiritnalism begins; first to prove
fteelf, and secondly to prove to the world
‘that it is what it is elaimed for it.

There have been attempts made to couple
spiritualism with christianity, with science and
rhilosophy, bet in every case the effort has
failed of producing practical results, not bat
what all these great principles are’embodied in
it, but the attempt has been made not so much
for the purposeof demonstrating the scientifio,
philosophical or religious principles involved,
as to make it appear to the world that spirit-
ualism embracing all these 13 entitled to recog-
pition by the popular masses, but any such at-
tempt, no matter how honest. the intentions
of its advooates, their motives have been con-
strued into a sort of an apology for being
identified with the movement. Spiritualism is
to be examined scientifieally; its principles are
based upon demonstrsble truths, but let the
scientist give to the word the results of his ex-
aminations, and let the philosopher do likewise,
but becaunse spiritnalism will stand scientific
“®xaminations itis not proper to label it scien-

. tific spiritualism. Socience oocupies a distinctive

position’ in the world, it stands alone, its work
‘i8 to solve the mysteries of the unknowable
‘and, from that realm farnish facts and data
for ‘the enlightenmentof the world. It does hot
deal with the affectual motives of man, nor with
their spiritnalunfoldments, these things are of a
changeful nature, are swayed by circumstances
and sarroundings sometimes very mysterious;

at other times, childlike in their influences, the | P

‘scientist passes them by and only grasps the
moré mighty problems, and these he demon-
sirates or ocasts them aside as of no practioal
value. There are schools of philosophy where
men are taught how to reason largely upon the
‘events of the time, they philosophize upon the
merits of soience, and gather up from the proven
facts what in their opinions will be for the ad-
vantage of mankind. Spiritualism has not es-
caped the examinations of these critics but we
have yet to learn of any defeot having been
disoovered in it by either scientists or philoso-

phers. Scientific spiritualism would imply that
it was the examiner and it alone determined
the value of all isms in the natural and spintual
world, while the opposite position is the true
one.  Spiritualism is not antooratio; it is to be
inquired of and into, it does not compel obed-
ience to its mandates but makes its appeals to
human reason, Because men can reason logi

cally upon the truths and demonstrated facts of
spiritaalism is no reason why it should be called
philosophical spiritualism, it is a philosophy of
itael®; but men must stady its principles if they
would know what its philosophies tegoh, Spir-
itualism is a lesson to be learned, and not a
teacher to explain itself when 1t is not wanted,
for example, if there were no farther enquiries
made into the subject then men would have no
more knowledge of the suhjeot than they have
at present; the only reason spiritualism con-
tinues to grow, is because it is studed, its phe-
nomena attract attention, ithe marvelous in
man is excited and disturbed, he becomes in-
-quisitive and oconsequently receptive, and
while in that condition he can be reached by
the invisible teachers who come to explain and
demonstirate the truths of tbis philosophy.

e regard epiritualism as embracing the
only true basis for religious organization known
to mankind because it is demonstrable through
and by soientific analysis, and is equally prova-
ble through and by philosophical deduotions,
and it of a religions character and appeals di-
rectly to the inteliigence of mankind. But
each of these schools of thought must stand
alone; you cannot bolster up science by attach-
ing the term epiritualism to it, neither do you
add to the potency of spiritualism by calling 1t
scientifio, let it stand - as it was revealed from
the spirit world in 1ts natural purity ; neither
do you give strength to any of the Schools of
Philosophy by attaching the term spiritaalism
to them, you do not make them any more spir-
1itual, peither do you make spiritualism any
more popular by attaching the term philosophi-
cal to it, philosophy must stand or falt upon its
own merits.

Some people have an idea that by attaching
the term Chbristian to spiritualism will give it
strength and position in society; this is a mis-
take, we have shown that theeffort of christian-
ity is to separate and divide commaunities into
sects, and if the term Caristian be made use of
you would soon bave a sect by that name, and
ere long there would be a divirion of the body
again upon some techinal interpretation of doc-
trine, and it is difficult to determine what the
result would be. If it were possible to get any
olearer revelations from the spirit world by any
of these prefixes, then it would be wisdom to
adopt them, but unless assured of this fact it
would only hinder the cause and make it more
complicated and difficult 1n being understood ;
true religion is the property of- the soul, and
seeks not the applause of the multitade, its
paths are never trod by the seekers after worldly
fame, it directs the feet of its possesser to the
cot ot the poor, it opens their hearts to the ap-
peals of the distressed, it breaths consolationinto
the ears of the widow and orphan, but it never
announces its approsch with vhe sound of tram-
et, and yet it is in every sense spiritaal, for it
18 the spirit that feels, 1t is the spirit that re-
sponds, and it is the spirit alone that can give
evidenoe of spiritual things. Christianity shoald
be something more than an autumn shower, if
itis to be attached to spiritnalism; the two
priociples as they stand to-day are not in close
barmony with each other. The christianity of
to-day is simply a ehightly modified form of
Calvinism, it is Calvimstio ideas and not the
teachings of Jesus which are the fuundations
of the Chrietian religion, and there is not a
spiritualist in the world to-day who can endorse

ohn Calvin, then why ghould Calvin’s religious

principles be attached to spiritualism ;' let Cal-
vinism stand on its own merits or fall, don’t at-

tempt to bolster it up with spiritualism, and it
would be useless to attempt to support spirit-
ualism with Calvinism, Let spiritualismstand on
its own foundations, and if it has not a well
grounded basis to rest upon, then let it pass in-
to oblivion. Every thing ultimately finds its
own level; Calvinism is finding that the peo-
ple will not much longer put confidence m its
doctrines. The abolishment of hell was the
death knell of Calvinism, and the birth of spir-
itnalism, All old things must pass away, the
orude elements in spiritualism have undergone
a process of purification, and this cannot be said
of any cther religion or philosophy known.
Self purification 18 evidence of an interior
vital farce and wherever such foroe exists ex-
terior influences are not necessary.

There have been many attempts made by
outside parties to defioe spiritualism, some
agree that rationaliem is spiritualism, because
spiritualists reject all things in religion or phi-
losophy which do not appeal to the better
judgment, but if we reverse the proposition and
say that spiritualism includes withia its domain
rationalism, we shall be near the truth; ration-

-alism does not regard spiritnal phenomena as

possessing any speeitié value. A man may be
able to reason logically upon the curreat events
ot the times, but when it 18 necessary to inves-
tigate phenomena which seems to contravene
natural law, rationalists not sufficiently familiar
with spirit manifestations can no more reason in
regard to them, than canone avowedly orthoe
dox; men can reason upon matters they ander-
stand but they can go no further. A spiritaal-
ist is one who oan reason upon all religious or
philosophieal questions, because he is not con-
fined to any one school, his religion embraces
all schools of thought, and he is expected to
examine every idea or thought which appears
new to him. Henoe the difficulty of prefixing
any title to spiritualism, other than what can
be fl?und in an analysis of the subject matter
itself, .

Whatever appears as a natural outgrowth of
a system forms a basis for judging ot its quuli-
ties, what men may say of a system cannot be
accepted as true unless they can prove that they
freely comprehend the matter thas treated; .f
the opinions of men were to be accepted in res
gard to the influence of spiritualism upon in-
dividuals and communities very few would be
found advocating its adoption, but the positions
they occupy must be taken into coosideration.
Spiritualists have a right to demand the reason
for every anjust criticism, they have the same
right to investigate the causes of an adverse
opinion as they have of examining the philoso-
phy itself, but so far spiritvalism has withstood
the criticisms of all classes and stands as firmly
to-day as when first it was revealed from the
spirit world.

The duty of spiritualists is to keep their re-
ligion free from all things that would bave a
tendenoy to make it other than it really is; the
bane of all systems heretofore given to the
world is the mystery surroundingthem. Chris-
tianity has kept the world in a state of uncer-
tainty for the past two thousand years; we
cannot afford to go through another such long
season of complications, therefore we urge upon
all interested 1n this subject to keep their relig-
ion separate and distinct from any and all other
isms, If you are spiritualists let the world
know you as such, if you desire to test matters
do 8o to the ntmost, but your plans of testing,
and the plans employed by the spirit world in
revealing may be of a widely different charace
ter. Spiritualists work through laws which
pertain to the spirit, while mortals employ
material means, and base their opinions upon
what may seem rational to them from their
material stand point ; it has been wisely said
that “spiritual things are spiritually discerned.”
With this definition of spiritualism, we will
leave the subject for the present but hold our-
selves ready Lo answer any questions or orit'cism
that may be made. T. Staxe Kixag. -
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A FRIENDLY TALK TO OUR SUB-
SCRIBERS.

The greater number of our subscribers re-
members how, and by whoee direction the
OLive Brancu was first published, and at
whose earnest desire it is still continued. To
those who are not in possession of those facts
we will briefly state, that spirits projected it,
and 3t their earnest request we have continued
its publications ; the present number is the first
of Volume 8. There is one thing in connection
with such an enterprise that some who read
either do not understand or are forgetful of, and
it is this, spirite may project and furnish matter
for publication, but they cannot furnish the
Iaterial to pay printers bille with, We feel
that one dollar per year is a small sum for the
amount of reading matter furnished; if the
same amouat of matter was put into an ortho-
dox publication two dollars per year would be
oconsidered a fair compensation ; but knowing
as we do that a large percentage of spintualists
are persons in moderate circumstances we have
put she price of the OLIVE BraxcH at a8 low &

figure as it can possibly be afforded. Some
papers have a poor fund, we have none; but
we have a great many names on our list of
poor people who cannot afford to pay for their
paper, but they receive it from us as freely as
be who pays in advance.

We have on our list quite an array of names
of persons who are not too poor to pay, but who
are in arrears either through negligence or are
willing to 1eceive as long as the patience of a
publisher will hold out, and when notified of
their indebtedness ask to have their paper dis-
continued, but forget to pay up what they
honestly owe. When we became a spiritualist
some nine years ago, the first communication
we received from spirit life embodied the
necessity of being honest in deal with our fellow
men. Second, to be true to the principles of the
spiritual philosopby, to examine all the reason-
ing powers we possess in discriminating be
tween the false and true, and 1t 'was enjoined
upon us that it was necessary for every ome to
cultivate the intellectnal powers nature had
endowed them with: that to be charitable to
all men, do as near as possible as we would be
done by under similar circumstances. We have

50| found this a very good religion to live by and

it will, no doubt, be a good religion to die by,
but are these injunctions for us alone or do
they apply to the whole family of spiritualists;
if they are for general edification we hope apir-
itualists who are in arrears for the Orive
Beanca would pat their religion and philosophy
into practice by sending us what is our due.
Charity cesses to be a virtue when confidence
is abused.

If the OLivE BraNCH is sent to any one and

they:do not-desire iv; ask to-have- ivetepped-andy

gsend us what is owing; that is what is demand-
ed in every avenue of trade, itis juetice be-
tween man and man. If any one feels that
they do not wish our paper sent to them any
longer, if they will notify us it will be stopped,
there is no necessity of framing excuees as a
Michigan subscriber did recently; he said he
wished the paper stopped for the following
reasons: First, the picture of Mrs. Pinkham
in our advertising columns was as much as he
could stand, but the likeness of Dr. Marchisi
was unbearable, and that he did not_approve
of our course in regard to certain materializing
medinms; of course we stopped the paper.
But how he must have labored to frame an ex-
cuee, what a sensitive soul he must bave that
could be o dreadfully effected by the lithograph
ocuts of those two inoffensive persons; perhaps
when the good brother has reached the age of
Dr. Marchisi, nearly a hundred years old, if he
ever should, he may not be as much of an
Adonis as he now imagines himself to be.

As 10 his third reason, we will say we have
not sold our manhood to any of our subscribers,
neither do we intend to; whatever is published
in the columns of the OLIvE BrancE we be-
lieve at the time to be-true, but if at any sub-
sequent time we find that an error has been
committed we shall be only too glad to right the
wrong; but we must see where we erred, we
are not going to look through another’s specta-
cles, for we have a pair of our own. We re-
gard it as the first duty of a journalist to be
honest and trathful with the pablic, and we

havé no more right to shield a frand in spirit”

ualism than we have to condone a burglary o
other breach of civil law; if another person
choses to do 80, that 18 their affair not ours, we
are not responsible for another’s deeds, but we
are responsible for our own and hope ever to-
be so. . ' : :
Spiritualian .88 we understand it does not
consist wholly in listening to, or enjoying an:
hour’s conversation with spirits; if men arenot
made better citizens, better neighbors, better
husbands by its teachiogs and principles; then
spirntualism is of no value to them. It is &
pleasure to listen to the experience and the
couansels spirits can and do give, it is very grat-
ifying to witness phenomena in all its phases,
but these thingsare meant for instraction, they
are not finalities by any means; the person who-
simply exchanges “thus saith the Lord” for
“thuoe saith the spirit” is not made any better:
by the change, thc chances. are that he will be
made worse, for when “thus saith the Lord™
was aooepted as a divine command fear held
bim in restraint, but when it is “thus saith the-
#pirit” there is nothing but his own desires, and
the teaching of the spirit to restrain him and’
often undue licenso is indulged in. We do not”
understand spiritualism assanotioning the morti-
fication of the body in order to gain paradise,
those are Christian methods of secaring divine-
favor; as we understand it, the philosophy of
spiritualism embraces all things and has as-
much to do with natural life as with spirit life
proper, for if we are spirits now we can surely
be spirits by and by ; we can see no spiritnalism
in condemning this world, and wlshing to go to:
another before nature has had time to complete
her task here. We have often heard epiritnalists-

. e

expressxSUIONE Gesre—vo Ko To FpIrivitre-
seemed a8 if they could not wait to be called:
home. A person suffering acute pain may ex-
press such & desire and would be excusable un-
der the conditions he was in, but for a robust.
healthy person to be always longing to be an
angel is not manly or womaaly.

Men and women do not become angels by
simply chsnging conditions; an angel we un-
derstand to be an advanced epirit, and,if we do
not sow the seed of angelhood here, we msay
forget to do it there. The spiritual philosophy
is beautiful when viewed from a rational stand
point, but like all good things it can be pes-

verted and this is one thing we was to guard

againet ; another thing that needs attention
and that is not to allow ourselves to become seo-
tarian; there are many spiritualists who con-
gider it a waste of time to listen to or.read
anything but spirit messages, Now why so eager
for the opinions of a spirit upon religious mat-
ters and not be willing to listen to the eame
epirit while in the flesh; we approve of sus-
taining our speakers but there are but & few
of them, and some people ouly listen to & spir-
itual lecture while at some convention or camp
meeting. What we desire to say was this,
when opportunity offurs to listen to any one of
the advaneed minds of the age, it would be well
to do so, for by so deing you are enabled to judge
of the progress the world is making. We spint-
aalists are not the only ones that are making
spintual ospital, we will have to look toit, or
in ten years time we will be the oonservatives
and those we regard as conservatives to-day,
will be the radicals. : :
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“The all essential with us is to make our spir-
itnalism beauatiful by making it practical; we
-should mot be a class of dreamers but a class of
thinkers—studdnts earnestly searching for the
best things in life and setting an example be-
fore the world, that men and women can be
‘better citizens without the fear of God and hell
fire than with them; we hold the power in our
hands—if we negleet to use it the fault is our
own. Let every one feel that they have some-
thing to do in this matter, don’t leave all the
work for lecturers and editors for if you do you
will soon forget them.

We see no reason why spiritualists should
not contribute as freely for the support of lec-
turers and papers-as many of them were acous-
tomed to do in former times. We were told by
a lady lecturer in one of the eastern states, that
five dollars for two lectures on Sunday was all
that was deemed necessary to pay them. A
fourth rate Methodist minister that could only
howl would take such an offer as an insuit. It
seemd sometimes that spiritualism made people
penurions and mean, and yet we never heard
them speak upon the subject but what the text
is charity and unselfishuess. Paople who are
aflected that way should livein fear of hel fire
all their earthly lives, for then; they would be
willing to contribate to have those few remov-
ed.

‘We have labored earnestly for seven years
in the caunsg of spiritualiam and find ourself at
the end of the year just where we were when
we eommenced; but it persons owing us would
only pay what they owe we should feel that
we could take & few days recreation omce a
year. We are frank to say that we want quite
-® number of .additiogal subseribers and if spir-
itnalists who approve of our course and feel that
the OLive BranoH 18 worthy of their support
-and assistance in this way, sheir efforts will be
duly appreciated.

o0

THE WOMAN’S WORLD.

This paper is devoted to the ocause of free-
‘dom. Freedom of man from the bondage of
capital, freedom of women from the bondage
ot man, freedom of all from ignorance of their
own worth, It aims to stimalate both men and
women to that noble self-appreciation where
they will define their legitimate claims 'and to
the courage that dares maintain those claims
It is published by Helen Wilmans, formerly on
the editorial staff of the Saturday Express, at
256 State Street, Chioago, Ill. Price $1.00 a
year. Sample copies free.

,HfSTORY REPEATING ITSELF.

It may not be- generally known that the
‘Legslatare of the Empire State passed at its
last winter seseion & code of laws, the objeot
and aim of which 18 to regulate and determive
what the people of New York state shall du on
Bunday, and what they shall not de, It does not
require the gemus of a Webster to determ n -
where this code was propased nor its object;
it bears the mark of Calvinism in every article
-and: is intended to force people into attending
orthodox religions services, .For a long time we }
have hatened .to the complaints of the clergy
that the .people were going away from the

tired of listening to the same ham drum strains
year after year and refused to go forward on
the anxious seats to be howled over as if they
were Digger Indians. Those means of grace
having failed resort was had to learn bow the

penal ocode as it is called was passed. In
another colamn we reproduce an editorial

taken from the Utica Daily Herald, and
we hope it will be read by every spiritualist
in the country.

The editorial is from the pen of Hon. Ellis H.
Roberts, formerly a member of Congress from
Oneida distriot, and who is identified with the
Presbyterian churoh of this city of Utiea, but
the views expressed prove that he understands
what. the people need, and we are pleased to
bave him record his journal in favor of hberty
in religious thought, and the friend of the
poor. .

+ HAPPY NEW YEAR,
7. BOLLES 0 AN OLD FRIEND.

Dear friend in the faith, that to me is so dear,

[ wish you agaia a most Happy New Year.

May dear friends surround you and cheer with their
love,

And dear angels guard you, and guide you above.

A Happy New Year, but oh, where shll it be,

In your dear native land or far over the ses,

In your own quiet home with the dear on«s you love

Or over the river with the dear ones above ?

It a New Year on earth shall your happy lot be
Then lahor dear brother the bondmen to free,

Strike off the souls shack'es of dogmas and creeds
Distribute the bread that the hungry souls need,

Be you feet to the lame, be you eyes to be blind,

Let your light my dear brother illumine dark mind,
A Bamaritan good, ¢ross you over the way,

With your oil and your wine or a good word to say.

"*Twill cngt you but little to spesk the word told,)

Of: times, tAatis bestor than silver or go'd;

Aad the tears from your eyes should they fall on the
poor

Will warm theirsad hearts,and your own peace insure,

The sick and the dying. point away to the ski. s,

To the home of the soul, where its best treasure lies,

Try to stiv up the soil in the hard hearted man,

Then drop in the good seed whenever you can.

Be sure in the future you'll reap the ripe grain,

Thatin earth-life you sowed with much labor  and
pain;

O remember, love’s 1abors can never be lost,

They'li return like the bread on the deep waters cast

Good deeds, they are gems, are more precious than
gold,

May they shine in the crown that your head will en-
fold,

And now,as I give yon my parting aditu,

May our God give yoy happy days all the years
through.

‘Windsor, Dec 80, 1892,

Robert Collyer, inalate lecture, declared that
a woman ‘‘who is not fit for a poor man’s wife
as o rule, is nov-fit to be any man's wife, espec
ially in a land like ours, where no man knows
how soon he may be poor.”

- From my mother I learned piety and bene-
ticence and abstinence not only from evil deeds
but from evil thonghta.v

not, life is ewsepi by, go and dare be-
{ore you die, som: lng nglogh ty and sub-
" lime” léave benind to conquer time,"
l weekln our ewn iowpn. §8 out-

t lfree No sk Everything new

Capital not -r quired. We will farnish you everyuuug Many
are making fortunes. Ladies muke as much as men, and hoys
and girls makegreat pay. Reader, if you want bumuese at which

ou can mm great pay all the time, write for paiticnl .18 to
7 . H Huamrr & ortiaad,

Y {

As a large namber of our subeoribosa! time
has expired, we would be pleased to have them
renew as promptly as posaible, and weé hope
every one of our old subsoribers will send us at
least one new one to commence the yea? with.
The cause of Spiritnalism must be pushed, and
every one should feel that they have some-
thing to do in this matter. We have op hand
a number of extra copies of the past year that
we will send out as sample copies, if names of
parties interested in Spiritualism are sent to us.

Inthe December number of the Orivs
Braxch, we noticed the association ot ‘J. W.
Bangardt and Dr. Sour of Kaneas Oity, Mo.,
but our paper hadscarcely been distributed
before we were informed that the association
had been severed; Dr. Bungardt continuing
alone as heretofore. We have not full partio-
alars regarding the dissolution, but infer that
Dr. Sour gave about as much satisfaction 48 a
partner, as he did in 4 materializing seance he
held at Lake Pleasant lust sammer.

—_———————
GEM OF THE UNION.

Pror. Sern Havg, No. 3 Rassell Court, Wor-
cester, Mass., offers for sale a new chart for
cutting ladies’ and children’s dresses. This
chart stands far abead of any one that has ap-
peared before the public. The author has had
32 years experience, and will wunno to fic
every time without refitting.

Received a diploma at the New Ergland,
Fair. Single chart with bouk of instruciions
$3. Send for book of measurements, price 50c.

e f

‘What is noble?—that which places .
Tru h in ite enfranchised will,
Leaviag st p3, like angel's traces,
That mankind may follow still)
E’en though scorn's malignant glanoes.
Prove him poorest of his clan. ‘
He's 1he noble who advances
Freedom and the canse of man)

ORBITUARY,

Lyman WessTER, of Kingsville, Ohio, passed
to eprit 1fe Sept. 4, 1882, Our now arisen
brother had beea for years an earnest believer
in the philosophy and religion of Spiritualism.
The change to him was a release from oanh’
tnal and care, but he looked forward to a life-
of active duties. Rest to him was larger ficlds
of labor and increased urefulness, He had
been for years a regularsub-ciiber to the Ouive:
Braxcn, and his letters always ocontained words.
of encouragement. He has been called away,
but not forever. The partner of his joys and:
sorrows will still receive from bim that encour-
agemént 80 necessary to one bereft of a loving
companion,

The following lines were composed by a
friend, and convey but a dim outline of what
he experienced while passing through the
change: .

Far away in realms of 1ife and lght
1s¢e a world, you do not see,

And «h! how calm, serene aad bright]
The eky of that bright worid w0 me.

And oh! what shioing hosts apbnr
In 1hoes bright realms supreme y fair;
‘Wh it precivus songs of praise 1 hear, -

For ever thrilling through the alr.
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Aad oli familiar frienis I sse,
£ «ch well loved lingameaqt .I trace
What ere from ea th th -y pa:sed away,
Nlumined each fratare and eich faoe.

And oh! what precious words I hear
From h s's disenthrsl'ed and free;

To thee, oh bro .her, b'e-s d cher,
To-day, to day, we welcome thee.

And angels that full many a time,
Have oheered thy hours t) suff ring known;
‘T -ae holy blesse 1 ones divino—
Now wait to give the wclcome home.

L

Oh | welcoms hour, oh { welcome day;
* ‘That to ths mourninz spirit gave—

_:Tho hope, the love to soar away,
. Above th confl 18 of the grave.

From the Mcdiam and Daybreak,
SPIRI IUAL BRI UHI;S

A “Md. these aigas shall follow those who believe.”

Where aro the signs and evidences of the
Spirit of the Promise? Where are the tokeus
of Ohristian Prophecy, if they are not to b
found coming agaia to us in the developments
of that intellectual and intelligent power to
which we have appliel the term Spiritualism ?
For a time we will throw aside all considera-
tion of this word, Spiritualism, as though it
were Bot known, and ask the Cliristian beliefs
and oreeds of these days the question with
whioh we have opened this discourse : Where
are the evidences that redeem the pledge given
to us by Jesus Christ, that certain signs
should follow, to chase away all doubts and
isgivings from the hearts of those who would
believo ?

For long years, for decades piled upon™ de-
oades, for ages, although in silence, this ques-
tion has been engraved, out dseply, upon every
stone of every Christian fane, and temple,
throughout the world. We have waited, we
have gazed, wo have looked up to the clouds,
we have listened to the most expensive and
fashionable eloquence, we have harkened to the
most educated sad conceited forms of fanati-
cism, we have prayed, till we have been knee-
sore, on the cold marble slabs in the shadows
of the highest creations of medieval architec-
ture, and a silence as of death has been the
only reply that has'ever answered the question:
Where are the signs that should follow those
who believe ? .

We have believed ; bat, where are the signs?
If a praying and prostrating priesthood, if a
whining hierocracy, made magnificent with the
tortuous and intricate decorations of high art.
oould oatch for us but one flash of the light of
the Spirit, we need not ask them to show us
the signs that should follow belief. But, in
the absence of any pretence, save the pretence
of words, to show us the signs of belief, we
tell them, and all those who follow them, that
their unbelieving excuse that the age of mira-
oles, and that if one part of the promise is
taken from them, the other is also taken; as
the signs and the belief are so linked together
that they cannot be separated. If one departs,
the other departs with it. v

It is wery strange that the Christian Church
should, for so mauy years, have read the promise
of Spiritus] Gifts, and yet that they should rc»
mained oontent with its non-fulfilment, without
a single inquiry as to the cause of the loss of

this their greftest and grandest inheritance ;

without ever saying to the priests : How can
you be the successors of the Apostles, and yet
remain 80 poverty-stricken with regard to the
Spiritual Gifta?

There must be much of spiritual blindness
on the part of those who so bitterly denounce
Spinitualism ; beoause it promotes and promul-
gates a belief in the resurrection, or resusocita-
tion of the Spiritual Gifts; and the physioal
evidences of a state of consciousness, other and
apart from that state that begins and ends with
the existence of the body. @ We should have
thought that a consciousnees of their own de-
serted condition would have led them, at least,
to have said : “Well, we ought to shut our
mouthe when we think over our forlorn con-
dition ; for with all our boasted triumph of the
march of Christianity, it does not carry in its
mission one single letter of the oredentials
promised to be a sign, or evidence, of the trath-
fulness of its call to the unbelievers.” Now,
the Spiritualists have not so learned Christ as to
disbelieve his words, and so; to accommodate
their unbelief, to trump an‘excuse for the dis-
appearance of the signs that should be seen at
the time of believing ; and by saying, that the
signs were only for a particular age, and that,
now the age has passed, the signs have passed
with it. The Spiritualists do believe that the
rigus do follow where our natures and disposi-
tions are of the true gospel type. We Spint-
ualists do not believe in the departure of the
age of the signs. We are the departed ; we
who have too much believed in our own selfish-
ness ; we who have too much materialized re-
ligion, and made it a thing of money, and dec-
oration ; we who have turmed the temples of

oould not or would notunderstand the manifes-
tations through the power of the gospel of
Jesus Cbrist, and they are the objections every-
where among those who are living in fdrget-
fulness of the visitations of God’s most Holy

Spirit. These objections have deeply intreneh-
ed the human family; they have dug a deep
gulf and thrown up high earth-works between
beaven and earth, and have hidden away that
New Jerusalem of God’s love, that Holy City
not made with hands; that City that will not

suit those who love brick-work, and are ever
walking about 1n lime-burnt shoes, with large
rolled up plans and specifications of quantities
stuck under there arms, for the erection of
most wonderful Babel towers; whare theshare-

holders will have the advantage of a short out
to heaven, including a liberal peroentage on
their investments.

The first Seriptural evidence of the separation
of man from spiritnal intercourse with God,
was tho assertion of the argument of meanness,
when man'became ashamed of hie God made
garments, and desired to stand in the presence
of his maker, clad with his own tailoring. Aad
80 has he been ever since, with his fidgetty,
meddlesome fingers, needling, stitching, patoh-
ing, darning, fine drawing, scratching, brushing
coaxing and eclobbering in all manner of fashions
that so he might please his own ideas of what
he ought to be, to cat a respectable figure in
the presence of his Heavenly Father which is
in heaven, when he walks in the cool of the
day on the paths of his own earth-garden ; and
to whom the weak child of earth prays and
propitiates, with his self-righteous dandyisms
and priestly-cut liveries of orthodox pattern,

the h.uog God.into-emposinms for-the-sale—eklwhish-wil-nov-ooveronw-fas—body, "snd—witt

doves, and competitive displays of fine clothes.
Buat such is haman pride ; the great antago-
nism to all spiritual communications.

All the grand action of God’s will in the sim-
plicity of his world of mortal life and con-
sciousness, has been overlaid with man’s patch-
work of self-righteousness, and his love of his
own works, instead of the works of the Spirit;
and his own faith in the religion of the purse,
and the serip, instead of a belief in the poverty
of Jesus Christ. Our inclination to doubt the
truth of anything that would lead us away
from our own selfishness, has always been the
disaster that has lent its agency to lead us into
the outer darkness of a land where the Spirit
never comes, and a foul atmosphere where the
dove that hovered over Jesus Christ will never
open its wings. Oh, pray for more light ! never
ceree imploring for more Spirituaal Truth !

One of the stock objections of the enemies
of Spirituslism to ite manifestations is, that,
in those m nilestations, there is manifested, at
the same time, to their minds, a dreary ab-
sence of what the world calls dignity, snd
worth, or value, or, in other words,—more ex-
plicit, perhaps—the meaness of the mean, or
vehicles, by which we obtain access to the
spirit world. These objections are not new.
They are as ancient as the earliest evidences of
the desire of the spirits of God to hold inter-
course with the sons ot men. They were the
objeotions of those who - understood not or
would not understand God’s dealings with the
Jews under the leadership of his servant Moses,
and they were the objectioris of those who

not meet on a lean one.

What is there of the Spirit that man has not
dressed up in his fineries? Even his heaven he
has plastered up with gold, with silver, with
glass, with rubies, with sapphires, with dia-
monds, with orystals, with opals, with every
kind of tinsel of stage decorations, until his
paradise has glistened and gleamed, in all man-
uer of books, like the transtormation scene of
a pantomime, and not only has he dome this,
but he has fallen down and worshipped his de-
ceptions, and invoked maledictions upon the
light that is waiting to show him the vanity of
his trumperies, and he has called the nght
“meanness,”

In all my commauniocations and conversations
with the enemies of Spirituslism, I have ever
found this to be their common cry against its
teachings : “What! do you think to make us
believe that the spirits will communicate with
us by the letters of the alphabet or by the
knooks and raps on a table ?” Now this ory is
raised by people through a false idea about re-
spectability ; just as though the spirits are in-
fluenced by our shifty and miserable notions
about poverty, and respectable affluence. Ac-
cording to the Soriptures, when God ocreated
man, all the riches he gave him were the trees
of the Garden ; and all the toil he asked of
bim was to dress and keep that gardea. Bat
man’s attention has been diveried into what he
considers more noble ocoupations. . He don’¢
altogether like digging, pruning, and livieg &
dependent on his God and his garden. - But be-

csuse man has forgotten his Maker, and sought
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out for himself many inventiouns, has a cor-
responding change taken place in the riches of
God? No ! the slab of pine, or beech, or osk,
remiain just as marvelons now, as a God pro-
dustion, as they did whea they waved their
branches over the unoffending Adam. That
man must be far short of being a believer, and
must be oné ir whom no 8pisit of God hae
made a dwelling place, if he can take up even
no move than a single chip from a carpenters
sxe, and not feel, while he gazes on it, the spirit
within him moving in unison with God’s Spirit,
to ory eut with sueh tears of joy in his eyes as
only God’s Spirit can distils “All thy works
praise thee, O Lord.” Waeil then, if the slab
of wood is a God production, how can the
spirits bemean themselves by communicating
to us through the medium of a vehicle that God
has made? If ever I blest Spiritualism—if my
experienoe is.to be allowed to be introduced in
jadgment in this matter—it wae when the spirits
direeted my thoughts in this way as an initia-

tory step toward the enjoyment -of that land

where the diamond - will lose ite glow, and the
raby tarn cloudy, before that greater light, the
glory of the anfading Godliness of our higher
and better spiritual destination, The -table, in|s
the hands of the Spiritualist, ocoupies an anti

thetical point, or expression of opposition to
those things that are consecrated and made
Holy for the use of certain forms of public
worship. It is as though the spirits, flying from
the Materialism of Papal and Ritualistic mieap

propriation of God’s goods and manufactures,
had alighted on the domestic tablv as a utensil,
acting by it appropriateness ‘more in harmony
with the intentions of the Creator.
tious, then, lest you fall into the error of ocon-
seorating anything but your own hearts to the
spiritual intercourse § for. the moment that, youn
put one single stamp of holiness, other than
the holiness of a simple and confiding " appro-
priateness, upon your tables, be assured that
you stain them with.an idolatry that no wash-
ing, rubbing, or scrubbing, will ever eradicate,
and from which the apjrits will fily as health
fligs from a foml diptemper.

Haviog found, then, to our own sausfacuon
if to no other,—which, after all,,is every one’s
guide in these matters ; for all mey, in all things,
appeal to the tribanal of their own hearts for
what they consider the best evidence. of. eter.
opl things ;—1 say, having proved to our own
satisfaction, that there is a real and substan-
tial waloe about the table -apnd.its .indications,
let ws.now proceed to examine what there is
about the letters of the alphshet, that should
prohibit their nge by the spirits as a medinm of
communication to the children of this world.
Now the evidenee that.I:am-about to produce
in support, of the assertion that the spirits do
mot undignify themselves by speaking to us
through the medium of the letters of the alpha-
bet, has always been vonsidered by all Chris-
tians’ bodks, magazines; tracts, pulpits, and
ofher ont-speakings of evangelism, 'as vital
Thal evidence is the death-bed of a Ohristian
and a fiod-Spifitualirt, who died the death of
the righteous ; and may our death be like his.

The person, of whose death I am aboat to
notice, was a Mr. Cook, of Park Road, Peck-
batd. He was an excellent man ; one of those
whom the Spirit of God had dignified with

Be aau-|'

kind and gentle manners. I became acquainted
with him through employing bim as a bailder.
I bad not known him for more than a few
weeks, when consumption came upon him, and
overwhelmed him, and he rapidly passed away.
Some little time after his departure, I, being
near the residence of his loved one whom he
he had left here with us, thought I would call
upon her to see how she bore her aflliction, and
if poesible, to speak a few words to her of
sympathy for her in her desolation. When I
saw her, I was not a little surprised at her equan-
umity and self-possession ; but this apparent
want of feeling she accounted for by saying.
that her husband’s illness and death-bed so
abounded with scenes of soul happiness, that
she cauld not, with the recollection of them in-
fluencing her mind, give way to the ordinary
methods of grief and sorrow ; and, moreover,
she had pledged herself to her dying husband
to keep. herself oheerful, and that she felt her-
self bound, by the sacredness ot her husband’s
dying wish, to oarry out her pledge ; and now
comes the remlrkable part of t.hls little history
of adeath chamber.
The widow stated to me that her husband,

seeing her weeping, said to her: “My dear, if
you knew how happy I am, you would not
weep. Iam always surrounded by such beauti-
ful spirits, and, although they do not speak to
me, they lay down letters on the bed, and they
lay them down so that they form beautifal words.
They 1aid them down just now, aund they spelt
out these words, ‘He leadeth me by the side of
still waters ; and it fillad my heart with such
joy when I read them.”
T was 80 struck with what I bad hstened to,
that I thought that I had got into the house of
p Spiritualist ; so I made an inquiry that way,
as to whether her husband was a Spiritualist ;
but she appeared quite ignorant of what I
meant ; and when I explained to bher what I

id mean, she declared to me that neither her-
self, nor her husband, had ever been familiar
with anything of the kind, neither had they
9v¢tboeanumndwnhany one who was a
Bpiritualist, :
. Now, here, in this- deo.bh eha.mber we ﬁnd all
that we have in our spiritual seances. The
spirits: laid the-letters om the counterpane, and
Bpread.them out as you would a pack of .cards,
and all for the eomfort of this poor dying man,
And the dying man “was in the spirit on the
Lord’s day,” and he saw the letters and read

them. -Are we to reoceive this dying testimony ?.

Or are we to yield to a fastidious Materialism,
and eay that the spirits could not bemean them.
selves by laying down letters on the ocounter-
paneof & bed? Noj.we .say that whatever
the spirit touches it dignifies , be it a table, or
a oounterpane, whatever it is that is touched by
the spirit it becomes grand. Grand was the
ladder ; grand was the wayside bush ; grand
was the raven’s beak; grand was the meal
barrel, and grand was the oil cruse ; grand was
the oarpenter’s axe: grand was the clay, and
the spittle. Ob, there is nothing in this world
of ours, however mean, despicable it may pe,
noder the estimation of man, that does not be-
come grand under the touch of the Spirit |
From the beginning to the end of the Script-
ures, we have before us, if we hke to study
them, an uninterrupted flow of “mean things,”

all of whioh were used by the spirits of God
as the best means through which they could
dieplay their love and regard for men of a hum-
ble and lowly class ; some of whom omly lost
the divine companionship of the Spirit when
they became enamoured of costly things ; and
yet modern religion appears to forget all these.
things and regard them only as so much old
pottery, or painting, somewhat algered in tone
by the wear and tear of age and atmoephere ;
rare for their antiquity ; costly for the market;
but useless and not adapted for the present
mproved modes of life and thooght, 8o did,
they of the Desert forget the Rod and the Rock,
before the Calf, because it was moulded after
their own bearts which loved gew-gaw and glit-
ter, no matter how stupid and silly was the life
that it represented.

Is not all this running away and deserting
the simple machinery that the Spirit loves to
use. for its manifestations, the sin againet the
Holy Ghost? This ia & question that suggestg
itself here, and I think it will bear reflecting
upon. At any rate, we have trodden a road
that has led us away from those scenes where
the epirits of God love to dwell, and where,
only, they turn our pillars of stgne into Bethels,
And we have occupied other places where the
spirits, the heavensent messengers, never enter.

If & humble spirit is required of us, if we
would wish to walk with God, surely all the
surroundings of that spirt must be humble
toon If our dispositions and inclinations are
required to be of a lowly kind, to prepare us
for intercourse with the messengers of peace,
the.temple of our devotions must be lowly too.
As much machinery and costly fabrications as
you please to destroy life : as much of fine art
as you please for the product of those esthetio
embellishments which mark the separation of th
poor from the rich ; as much academic knowl-
edge as can be found to raise a shepherd to be
a king, or a hedger and ditcher into a pope,
but do not attempt the sin of pleasing and
coaxing the Spirit of .God, by all kinds of rare
fabrics and showy upholsteries.

The procees by which all superstitious use of
costly and medieval ornamentation, dedicated
to the worship of a living God, is defendcd, is
as thoroughly anti-Spiritual as it is possible for
any deceitful inclination to be ; and leads only
one way—to the exaltation of & proud, im.
perious and extravegant priesthood ; while, at
the'rame time, it lowers and debases the atmos-
phere where the spirits love to bréathe.

All the teschings of the Christian Churches,
their prayers, and their hymnology, have been
directed and pointed to this end ; and every-
thing belonging to them, save and except the
adornments of the Holy Spirit, are filthy rags.
Now to this idea I strongly object, all things
are not filthy rags ; they only become 80 when
they are ured as substitutes in the place of the
depaited Spirit. By the departed Spirit I mean
the genujne Spirit; against whose sorrow the
children of the Father have already been warn-
ed. It is for the destruction of these filthy
rags, and the proclaiming of no other power
but the Spirit, that Spiritualism now stands
forth, and, in these days, ories alond as a re-
stored power, directing meun’s minds to the
best of all riches, the greﬂneu and the glory
of the life for.evermore,
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WHAT ARE WE 70 UNDERSTAND
. BY THE TERM SOUL.

Forms of speech are often inadequate to ex-
press what is really the intention at the time,
Men speak of God as though they knew the
full meaning of the term, and could define what
Qod is, and they often speak of the soul of
man as though it was something they had seen
sand handled; often when refering to matters
assooiated with man, which are purely of mun-
dane origin, they make use of the word soul,
when 111 reality they mean the body, and they
often speak of the heart as the fountain of
thought -and the seat of affeotion: thus a broad,
liberal man-is said to be large hearted, and a
narrow, bigoted person as small hearted, when
in fact the heart has nothing to do with either;
the 8izo and shape of men’s hearts are of uniform
size and perform their respective duties in each
case alike. The mysterious part of man is the
unseen, that part of him thatcannot be handled
nor be dissected by the knife or scalpel. No
matter how much the body may be bruised or
mangled, the mind remains and the affections
oontinue; even after the heart has ceased to per-
form its functions the real man exists with the
same traits of ‘character as he possessed before
the change took place.

- The eyes are said to be windows of the souls
that is they express the inward emotions still
they never speak as the tongue speaks, and
yet they convey to the world more than words
can expréss; there is a subtle power in the eye
that no one can tully define yet thef feel its in-
fluence aHd are moved by it. To aefine'what
the soul’ is so as to bring 1t to the comprehen-
sion of mankind would :be & dificult undertak-
ing, for neither spirit or mortal has ever seen it,
and yet every one feels that there must be
something besides matter and spirit in order to
make man what he is. In-speaking of this in-
telligent force in man it 'is sometimes spoken
of as the God power in him, but what is meant
by God power? 'Is itin the sense of a creative
force; if so then it cannot be applied to man, for
he never creates anything, he may adfust power
to machinery and through his inventive genius
discover the laws by which nature brings forth
her products in their season, he may plough,
plant, and water, but he cannot of himself make
anythiog grow, bat is dependent upon nature
to give hilm due retturns for his labor.

"Men handle and manipulate power as t.hongh
it was something of their own creation, they
are able ¢ toxdeline what the machine will accom
plish, butif ghey were to doable the capacity of

machine power enough could be evolved to
. operate it with as much ease as was the case with
the smaller one. Man wields an almoat ir-
resistless power on his fellow man and
the question may be asked wherein does
*this power lie; it speaks in the ‘eyes,
it expresses itself in the magnetic aura
which emanates from and surrounds every per-
son, but some say this is spirit power and mag-
netism, but we contend that there is a power
suprems to spirit of whioh the spirit 1s but the
clothing through which the secret power ex-
presses itself. It would be blasphemous to say
that God was sub]ect to the same lawe of de-
velopment as man is, that 18 with our ideas of
what God is, but if '‘we were to aoccept the
christian ides then it would be honoring God

to say of him, that from what has been said of
him by the Jewish historians and from what we
have learned of him there has been a wonder-
ful change, more decided evidence of growth
in what we regard as Godlike attributes, far
transcending all human developments. Bat we
do notregard Deity asarefined type of humanity
but as the fountain of life and we speak of him
or it, a8 the soul of the universe, and hence we
have & world of matter constantly undergoing
changes—being perfected and approaching the
fountains from whence its evolving power is
derived; and we find in man corresponding
traits of character, every generation bears evi®
dence of a higher type of unfoldment not only
mortally and spiritually, bat physieally, show-
ing that matter of which bodies are composed
of is subject to and is passing through a process
of refinement.

The power which produces these tangible
resulta is never seen or handled; the spirit of
the so-called dead are often seen, and in some
cases have been handled, and therefore we de-
fine spirit as being the refined essence of mat-
ter with power to take on or throw off at will,
but there is something back of this and that
something we call soul, the invisible third per-
son io the trinity. Spirit the father, matter the
son, and soul the holy or divine principle of
life and motion. The seat of the affections we
locate in the goul, because man can control the
aotions of this part of himself; the selfishness io
human nature is purely miaterial, they are traits
of character transmitted from father to son,
mother to daughter, and experience has proved
10 us, that the most selfish of men while mor-
tals, become the moet charitable after the mor- |
tal has been cast aside; but let them take on
earthly oconditions again, and their former
traits of character manifests themselves as in
former days, thus proving that they are not the
properties of the soul or spirit but of the hody.

To define what we understand the soul of
man to be: it is that part of man over which

matter has no control, but which may interfere |

and prevent for a time the soul’s manifestations,
it is to man what power is to a piece of ma-
chinery, it keeps it in motion until the mechine
18 worn out and stops, but the power is not lost
or destroyed, because superior to matter; the
Bastvants of the soul are spirit and matter, these
two elements or servants hold the same rela

tionship to man as man does to God. The divine
principle of life, whioh is deific, finds. its ave:
nues for expression in the soul, making oatward
into visible forms as in man and in the produe-
tions of nature; it is these outward expressions
which has led men in all ages of the world to
believe in the eternal existence of the soul,
This belief is not confined to any particular
class or sect; but we find that every race has
some form of belief in the immortality of the
soul, but it has been the mission of spiritualism
to prove these beliefs well founded. If “the
knowledge imparted to the world through the
demonstrations of spirits be done away with;
thebelief would still continue, but lacking proof
and having to contend with the materialistic
views entertained by our learned scientists, it
would soon become extinct, and weshould have
a world in which there would be no aspiration
for anything higher than what can be seen and

handled.

The ohristian scoffs at the messages publish-
ed from the so-called dead and the materialist
denies that there ever was a message received.
With them physical death is the end, but how
much is the christian in advance of materialist;
if the dead do not return then the materialist
is right and the christian has simply a theory
not susceptible of any proof. The world has
advanoed eo far that they demand proof of.
every thing, and if it cannot be furnihsed then
the whole matter 18 rejected. The world was.
nearing this point when the spirita began their
manifestations at the little bamlet at Hydes-,
ville, now we do not believe there wasever any
chance work in this world or in any other; what-
ever bas been revealed was in accordance with
law. The world had drifted in one chaunel as
long as it was safe for it to do 8o, the only way
to arouse mankind to & comprehension of the

traue condition of affairs was to surprise um, to .

bring to his conscionsness the fact that men in
their normal condition biased by former pre-
judioces, were not capable of judging or form-
ing any opinion upon a subject so deep a8
immortality. Man caunot reason himself out of
one condition and into another-when the ghange
involves a total separation between things ma-
terial and things spiritual; when materialism -
holds the mind to earth the aspirations of the
soul caunot find avenues for expression, every
thought that forces itself upon the attention of
man sarrounded by such inflaences is mistaken
for something else, snd even the demonstrations
of the spirit world be misinterperted. Wespeak
sometimes of the liberal element as represented
by this class but are they liberal in the true.

than christians; if we are to judge by the tone
of the materislistic or as it is called the infidel.
press, we shall look in vain for that broad cath-
olio spirit found among spiritualists toward-
other classes.

To deny the existence of a soul in man with-
out proving it is no argument at all; to ridicale’
another’s opinion is equally valuless, to fix any"
standard of belief and to ass:rt that mau-las:
s soul without detining what soul is, or what
1ts funotions are, is equally valueless; no one
has the right to make a statemeot of sauch a
character for or against, without defining their
position; now what evidence has the material-
ist that after the body dies, there is no more of
the individual left save the memory cherished
by ftiends how ean he prove it? How cau the
christian or the non believer prove that spirits”
do not communioate with mortals; in -efther-
case you have but a denial withont any proof,
simply theopinion of men swayed by prejudices.
Suoh assertions would not be accepted in any’
court of law in the land, and yet these are'some
of the obstacles spiritualists have to oonten(l

against. ’ -

We think spiritualists are often at fault i in,
ascribing to spirits what properly belongs to
the soul; if thers was no soul there could be
no spirit, and consequently no manifestation of
life after death. When we look upon man we
see & material form, and when we look upon a

tree we see 8 material form though differing
in kind and téxture; but in the forms we see

something more than the outward form. We

can commune with man unknown to hxmself
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what is it we hold communion with # not the
material body, for it is not our material body
that holds intercomse, though we may see it
throngh outward organs of sense. It is the
two souls which interchange thoughts with
each other, and the physical is but the ma-
chinery made use of by the soul. The ques-
tion may be asked what then is the spirit and
what are its duties? we define spirit to be
matter refined and etherealized, which forms a
oovering for the soul after the death of the
body ; it is the soul which projects, 1t is the
soul which is the seat of conscious existence
before and after death; but while living in
physical form they are true bodies for the soul
to manifest throngh and hence we do not get
a8 perfect manifestations of the individual be-
fore death as afterwards, and this has been
proven by the communications received from
spirit life,

It is sometimes surprising to mark the différ-
ence between the conversations had with a man
in physical life and that had with him just after
passing to spirit life; in the former case every
thing centered in the material, he saw not be-
yond the present, all his energies were enlisted
in accord with his love for temporal things;
but when the soul is released from the body
his vision becomes clearer, his mind unfolds,
and he embraces the whole world in his range
of vision and thought, and while he may not
advise the total abrogation of temporal things,
hé will recomend the study of spiritual things
in conjunction with the duties pertaining to
material life.

Jesus, in speaking of the life to come, made
use of the term soul and not sprrit; it will be
remembered that he asked what would it profit
8 man to gain the whole world and lose his
soul, and as he is regarded as one of the most
perfectly developed mediums the world has
ever known, we can accept his sayings as having
great weight; though we do not believe that
he had any idea of the soul being lost forever,
but that the influence of physical oconditions
could so change the whole nature of a person,
as to effect them for a long time after passing
to spirit life. We know that such influences
do effect the happiness of the soul; and they
are lost to the joys and pleasures of spirit and
sout life; and only as those influences wear away
does the individual come to a realizing seuse of
his true condition. It isnot enough to know
that immortality is true, it 18 not emough to
know that physical life is true, if we stop with
the knowledge only, we should come far short
of what is demanded of us. The knowledge
of life brings with it the duties we owe to
each other, for no onme can live wholly

" to themselves; every man exerts an influence

over some other manp, -and this same influence
may be extended over a wide stretch of terri.
tory ; the dead, as they are called, influence
the living, and the living effect the dead, but
the influenice that exerted is never seen, can-
not be handled; we only know of it by its
effecte. It is the soul which looks through the
organs of sight and causes the whole body to
rejoice at theé morning’s dawn; it is the soul
which speaks words of comfort to the afflicted
ones; it is the son! which watches over the
slumbering body during the night hours, but

~ using the spirit body as the medium through

which to express itself. Witkout a soul there
could be no spirit, no physical body; without
the soul forces of Deity permeating the
material world, there could be po world, all
that is in the skies or in the earth, is dependent
upon soul power for all things; to deny that
there is a soul in man is equivalent to a denial
that there is anything in the universe exeept
matter, and as man is an intelligent conscious
being, he is indebted to matter for all he enjoys-
Butmatterissubject to a multiplicity of changes,
some%imes going backward and then forward;
but not so with man, he is ever in the pathway
of progress. Matter in its natural state con-
not produce thought, but it may cause man to
think; it cannot reveal to mankind the secrets
of the starry world, yet man measures the dis-
tanoes from star to star, from worlds to worlds;
matter onoe solidified remains stationary; man
isever in motion, his brain is a perfect laboratory
from whenoe ideas are evolved, he has flooded
the world with his thoughts, and he has in-
vented machinery by which he traverses from
contiuent to contioent; he has filled the world
with telegraph wires, and has made of one
family all the inhabitants of the world. Only
man can do this, only man that ever dreamed
of immortality; and it was through mankind
that the mystery was revealed.

Now if there had not been something back of
hios, some propelling force to orowd him on-
ward, be would bave remained as the animals
are, with instinot sufficient to hunt for food
when hungry, and then he would bave stopped;
but we find him even in his savage state look-
ing upward, expeoting something to come to
him, and he does not look in vain. Kaowledge
has come to him, the force withinhim has been
stirred by the melodies of the forest songsters,
and his soul bas responded within bim and told
him there i8 uo death, but life eternal.

The contest to-day is not between christian-
ity and infidelity, but it is & contest between
the spirit and material world. On one side are
the souls of mien who have left the roenes of
carnal strife, they know what. it is to live sur-
rounded by the conflicting theories of men, and
they know too the value a knowledge of the
soul’s position and condition will be to the
world, and to them is the world indebted for
all the information they have respecting the
fature. Spiritualism, though very imperfectly
understood and poorly represented at best, is
to be the saving power of the: world. Before
it was known, maun neither thought nor talked
about a future life, that was left for the clergy. ]
Men accepted what was handed out to them;
if it was a rod they accepted it, if it was a stone
they dare not refuse it But to-day things are
different, men do their own thinking, and draw
their own conclusions; and this spirit of inde-
pendenoe is spreading rapidly over the land
Duoes matter do all this, or is it the result of a
higher power, an unseen force that can only be
measured by the influence it exerts.

It was customary in former times and is the
custom in some cases at the present time to
give God the praise for all things, no matter
how hard men labored ; all their energies were
counted as nought. Bat now men know that
they are as necessary in their sphere of life as

God, he must know something about God;
blind obedience is not honor, there must be
a soul upion between the Infinite and the
finite. It has been said that man cannot com-
prehend Diety, this may be true of the physical
man, but the soul can comprehend, and will
bring mankind up to the highest level human-
ity ean attain to, if its promptings are only
heeded. Spiritualism stands alone the true
servant of the people, it has survived the dag-
ger thrusts of the church members and infidells
bat it lives to-day and will live, for the power
that is back of the movement is divine.
DoLrPHUS SKINNER.

———— b ——————
Written for the OLIVE BRAXCH.

WATCHING AND WAITING.

Life’s winter is coming, this world seemeth datk,
And the boatman 18 waiting for me to embark ;
Across the bright river my dear ones I see, )
‘Who long have been watching and waiting for me.

Their white robes so pure, are like crystals of snow;

Their hands they are waving, are calling me now ;

Some are decked with bright flowers, some star]
crowned I see,

Sweet songs they are singing, while waiting for me.

To the dear ones I'm leaving, my last words I say,
Let your love for each other incresse every day ;
May your words spoken gently, distill, like dew,
For soon I'll be watceing, and listening to you.

I will often be with you removing your care,

Will join tha home circle, sit in my arm-chair;

Then be loving and kind ; to each nther be true,

For I shall be watching and waiting for you.
Remember, each loving act done by you here,

Like the ruby will shive in yon msn-ion you rear,

So when this old earth-Iife you chang8 for the new,
You'il find I am watching and waitiog for you.

It T am permitted to epeak to you here,

I sare'y will come and your weary hear:s cheer ;
Your hope and your patieace will try to renew,
And will ever be walching and waitiag for you.

Remember ; each act on the fature will tell,
Will briog you a heaven or give you a hell, *
Let your life then be pure, your ¢puken words true,
For 1 shall be watching and listening to you.

To you, my companion, through life’s weary years,
1give you my love for your lubors and tears,

Ero long you will come to our home bright and new,
Where will end, all my watchiog and waiting for you.

To my children till then, this dear charge I musy
leave, )

Cheer her way morn and evening,
grieve, - :

Then your browsI will
anew, .

And be found ever watching and waitiug for you.

her heart never

wreath with love’s roses

Remember your mother ; her sunset draws nesr ;
8peak words kind and gentle her pathway to cheer,
You will never regret, that to her you were true,
Soon, Father and Mother will both wait for you.

And another will join in our vigils of love,

She who left one spring time for summer above,
Then, Father and Mother and Susie so true,

You will ind us all watching and waiting for you.

And four little ones,} are awaiting me there,
Whose eyes never opened on earth life 8o fair ;
In a home where no shadow will darken the day,
Grandfather will meet them just over the way.

) F. BoLLESs.
*Not an orthodox hell.
+Still born.

—

Man is nothing without an object; that alone
calls out the activity of his powers. In an ob-

any other force or power is in its sphere., If it
was intended that man should live to glorify

jeot, he sees himself as in & mirror; his own re-
vealed being. —Feurdach, [
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From Medlam and Daybreak.

WHAT CONSTI1U7KS THE INDI
VIDUALITY OF THE HUMAN
SOUL? AND WILL THAT IN-
DIVIDUALITY EVER BECOME
EXTINCT OR ANNIHILATED ?

- We must, this evening, crave your kind in-
dulgence and sympathy, as conditions are not
very favorable for dealing with such a critical
suhject a8 is now presented for our comsidera-
tion. However, if you will but keep passive,
and pay strict attention to our remarks, we
shall endeavour to show as satisfactory as pos-
sible what coustitutes the Individuality of the
Humau Soul, and if it is reasonable to suppose
that such individuality can become annihilated
or destroyed.

As there has been a considerable amount of
speculation among the human race, respecting
the possibility of the individuality of the hum-
man being becoming lost after a certain period
of existence has elapsed, it will, therefore, come
within the province of our duty to examine
the evidence for such a supposition, and offer
judgment accordingly.

Now, you will observe, that every being on
the material plane "has certain characteristics
peculiar to himself. Not only does this apply
to man, bat to the opposite sex also. This pe-
culiarity is indelibly stamped upon the Human
Soul, and it must ever remain associated with
its possessor, for you cannot possibly separate
the characteristics from the individual who
manifests them. The idea held by the auncients,
that ultimately the Soul would become ab-
sorbed into the Deity, of course, was the tan-
tamount to saying that the individuality of
man would eventually become completely lost.
They had an idea that man was an individual-
ity on earth, but they could not understand
how he could retain this power after his ma-
terial body had accomplished 1ts purpose, hence
they strove to make out that man at death was
attracted to the Great Source of life and light
trom whom he proceeded. '

How is it that you are continually passing
away—you are constantly diminishing, and re-
ceiving fresh elements to your physical body,
and yet you retain a distinot individuality ?
Your philosophers and scientific men inform
you that what yoa possess as physical elements.
to-day, in a few years will become completely
dissipated, and you will have attracted to your
system oertain atoms which constitute an en-
tirely new physical body. Then how is it that
your material characteristics still remain, and
you are still recognizable as a physical being ?
Here the forces of nature rally round, and co-
operate with your spiritual being, to enable
you to establish your characteristics, and sup-
ply you with the requisite substance to main-
tain your existence and identity. There is a
spiritual individuality which stamps every soul
with the evidences of identity, and it will never
ceare to exist, because it is as immortal as the
Soul itself.

There are also certain mental characteristics
which are variously displayed. One individual
exerts but a feeble influence among his fellows,
because his individuality 18 not a3 marked and
pronounced as another. He is known by bis
vacillating and fluctuating evidences of charae-
ter, which are peculiar 10 him and him alune,

Baut, on the other band, there is the positive-
minded maa, who stands out conspicuous from
his fellows; solitary and alone. He stands there
like a mighty oak, resisting the merciless blasts
of the storm by which he is frequently as-
sailed, and no power can remove him from his
position, in consequence of his powerful will
and marked individuality. Every human be-
ing who has an independent mind stamps him-
self with an individuality peculiar to himself
alone. One man gives outhis thoughts through
the channel of the mind, and by this means he
is emitting a portion of himeelf. By his pe-
culiar mode of address and conversation you
observe that his individuality is expressed, and
you could know him by the nature of the
thoughts emanating from his mind, though
thousands of miles might divide your material-
ity.” You read authors, whom you have never
eonversed with, but you are so acquainted
with their mental characterstics that you oan.
recognize their quality of thought among a
thousand others. Every one of you here this
evening manifests oharacteristics peculiar to
bimself. Oune i8 of a philosophical turn of
mind, and whenever he enters into -conversa

tion, you can recognize him by the philosophical
nature of the thought heunfolds. Aunother can-
not possibly take deep interest in such abstruse
problems. He is a surface thinker, and the more
he endeavours to be abstruse, the more he seeks
to solve the great problems of life, the more
futile is his search. The success attendant apon
the former is not at all distinctly marked by
the researches of the latter. Such minds are
distinguished by the surface matter they ex-

press, which dﬂf&m@ theix individoality.d Miltop..who was-eves.sevelling.in. spritinal dee. _

Then there is another mind that cannot express
itself except in the beautiful language of. the
poet, and this is a distinguishing characteristic
of his nature. It is those whose individuality
is most pronounced that become the leaders of
the human race, for every soul that is thorough-
ly developed, compels the eommon herd to
follow him. Though they may. fiergely aesail
him and subject him to inoumerable petty au-
noyances, yet in the end they are compelied to
recogmze his authority and power.

However, when you ascend to the higher plane

of life you will find that these characteristics are
more powerfully displayed than in the material
world. In the epiritual condition you will come
across 8 community of minds &ll possessing
different characteristics, and yet they live to-
gether in love and bharmony. They resemble
one another, and all come under the head of
one class of ndividuals, and their condition is
ndicated by the similitude of a certain colour..
When properly understood every spirit seeing
that symbol will immediately comprehend the
character of the individuality there displayed,
The man possessed of marked characteristics
becomes a leader of his fellows here on earth,
and in the spiritual realm he assames that po
sition also. He is a centre of light, and around
him gather all the spirits of the same nature as
himself, They arein direct sympathy with him,
because they partake of similar characteristics.
They are like him in degree, though different
in force and power, and of course gravitate to
the spbere he occupies.

Here on the earth plane some individuals can

live in harmony, while others canpot be com-

fortable in their presence, simply because there
is nosympathy of individuality. These power-
ful spirits become centres of attraction in them-
selves, but as they ascend to the higher regions
of immortal lite, they separate, and do not
dwell so much in communities or societies,
When they reach a certain plane ot progress
the sympathetic bonds become severed, and
each individual goes forth iu quest of a more
extended range of knowledge. Thus it may
be said, and doubtless is said, that much of the
spiritual pmlosophy runs counter to, and tends
to show that man’s indivduality. will not remain
marked or distinct. The higher you advance
in the spiritual condition, the more perfect in
knowledge you become, and thus there is less
likelihood of your individuality becoming lost
or annihilated. Man stands forth robed in the
powers and atuiibutes of God ; then, if he loses
his individuality he loses his existence
also. The ancient philosophers could fol-
low man so far—they could watch his
progress until they beheld him in the epiritual
spheres, a blaziog light, and, when they saw
him occupying this elevated position, they con-
sidered that individuality had become absorbed
into the bosom of the Infinite Creator.

But we positively aver that man’s individual-
ity cannot possibly be destroyed. One indi-
vidual while here is given.to mental stadies of
a peculiar character., He will follow out this
inclination of his mind to its ultimate in the
spiritual world. Thus every individual who
desires to follow out a particular pursuit on
earth, will not be denied the continuation of
that pleasure in the other lite. If the poet

lights, retains the individuality peculiar to him,
he will still be charming his spiritual compeers
with the melody of his song, or he will have
lost that individuality. All the great minds
that have failed to accomplish their work while
here, follow out the 1mpuises of their being in
the epiritual spheres. You, here to night, be.
lieve in the spiritual philosophy—you believe
vhat intelligent beings can pass out from your
midst and return again, and this stamps you
as peculiar to your fellows. - If you be found
on the other side of existence, denying the
possibility of this communion, yon will have
lost something you had here, and you cannot
be the same individuals, To maintain your
individuality, you must not only. be firm be.
lievers, but active agents, in carrying on this
great work in the spuitual realm, and unless
this be 8o, you must of necessity lose your in.
dividauality.

This, to a certain extent, aocounts for ‘the
many aud varied views given from a spiritual
source, This shows that man’s individuality is
eternal, because these spirits go to the spiritual
state, and return to commuoicate their thoughts
peculiarly characteristic of their nature. Did
they not do so, you would not recognize them,
and they would have lost their individuality,
Thus you will find that your individuality in
the spiritual state, will be the counterpart of
your nature. He who has died for the trath
in past ages, carries into the higher condition
of existence that indomitable spirit of heroism,
.which characterised bim while here, and even in
ibat supernal clime, if it were possible, he would
again sacrifice his &tor the principles he holds
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most dear. How will you recogunize your
friends, if you have nothing but that which
pertains to the material to identify them with?
This would be simply impossible, unless you
were acquaioted with their characteristics. The
moment man loses his individunality, that mo-
ment he ceases to exist. You know them not
8o much by their external appearance, as you
know them by the peculiar bent of their in-
olinations.

All the great minds of the past have left be-
hind them marks and characteristics, which will
enable you to recognize them, if you ever reach
them in their advanced condition in the spint

spheres, Lookat a Brahma, a Buddha,a Vishou|

a Zoroaster and a Lycurgus. These great re-
formers and benefactors of their race, are
marked by their distinct characteristios. Yous
here this evening, though you cousider your-
selves weak and feeble, yet you will leave be
hind you an impress, by which future genera-
tions will recognize you. Your individuality
will remain as long as your thoughts continue
to exist, and your thoughts are as immortal as
the Soul itself. Ther fore, no power in the
whole universe can deprive you of your indivi-
duality ; for it will remain as long as the eter-
nal ages'shall revolve.

——————
From the Utica Herald.

THE AMERCIAN SABBATH.

- Some of the excellent people whe are indig:
nant at the desecration of the Sabbath, are
talking about a wholesale resort to the law, in
order to secure the enforcement of tle Sunday
clauses of the penal code. We should be glad
if, without giving offense, we could convince
those good people that their program, it at-
tempted, is not only doomed to damaging and

ignominious failure, but involves an outlay of | it.

energy and money which if otherwise expended,
would result in a most gratifying improvement
in the manner of observmg the Sabbath day in
the large cities. We th}nk that argument is
not needed to convince these people that no
inforcement of the law, pracucable or 1mprag-
ticable, can oompel charch atiendance. Even
if it is possiblg, by law, to keep men out of

 grog shops on Sunday, it is not possible, by
law, to coerce them iuto church edifices. It is
a self-evident fact—a fact demonstrated by
oompanng the seating capacity of all the
churches, in any wmunipipality, with the total
population of that mumcnpahty, that the great
majority of the people do not attend on Sun-
day.. It is an ugly fact, but a fact nevertbeless,
and what shall we do with this fact? Shall we
attempt to mold our Sabbath in accordance
with it or shall we try to make such a Sabbath
a8 we want in defiance of it?

We can try, but the trial is doomed to fail-
ure every time. The puritan Sabbath has be-
ocome an impossibility in the United States. It
is the short-sighted refusal to recognize this
fact, which has made the American Sabbath,
on the whole, a far more hideous thing than
the “continental” Sabbath, so-called, against
which the anathemas of the pulpit are lannched
_wnth a regularity as unthioking as it is unfail-
ing. There is not a city in Europe in which
the Sabbath day is so wantonly desecrated by
vice, by crime, by drunkenness, as is the ocase
every Sunday in every year in New York city:

The “continental Sabbath,” as typified in 1ts
best form, is a thousand times preferable to the
American Sabbath in its most common form.
The worst of it is that the very men and women
who most violently deplore this state of things
are the men and women chiefly responsible for
it. That responsibility is one they can not
shirk ; they pretend not to realize it, but the
argument by which they support this preten-
sion, if it deceives themselves, certainly de-
ceives nobody else. 1t is a responsibility they
incur, because of their refusal to take a nine-
teenth century view of Sunday. They allow
no middle ground between devotion and de-
bauchery.

“Rest is the primary and fundamental idea
of the Sabbath.” So say all the commentators
down to Leonard Bacon. Itis only as a day
of rest that the law does or can take cognizance
of the first day of the week. From the idea of
rest, the idea of recreation is iinseparable.
Idleness is not rest, and it is vicious, It is be-
cause Christian people refuse to accept the
logic of these fundamentals that the Sabbath
day has half escaped from their hands. They
can not regain their control of it through the
agency of blue laws. That being so, they must
do something else, or intemperance will con-
tinue to make Sunday ber saturnalia. They
must supply the gources of an innocent reorea-
tion,. We are aware that this suggestion,
whenever made, is greeted with a pious up-
holding of hands in horror, a8 involving the
American imitation of the ‘“‘continental Sun-
day.” A few years ago, when it was propos-
ed to open the Philadelphia centennial exhibi-
tion on Sundays, there was a storm of indig-
nation that spread over the contineat, and the
board of control was literally shamed out of
" The same indignation greets the proposi-
tion to open the public libraries, the museums,
the gymnasiums, the art gallaries, on Sanday.
All these sources of iunocent and profitable
recreation remain closed and barred through-
out the twenty-four hours in which millions of
people, who have no time to visit them on
week days, are turned upon the community,
and bid to go to church, or to loaf with their
bands in their pockets. Thisis the sort of
tliing that hterally drives patrons to the grog
shops; aud so long as they have Sunday
patrons, the grog shops will find a way to keep
their back doors open. Ianocent and improv-
ing recreation being tabooed, the vicious and
depraving recreation is left to rule the day.

The churches of tne United States do abso-
lately nothing to counteract the unfortunate
consequences of their teachivgs. They open
their edifices for a small fraction of the day,
and consider their duty done. The majority
of the people they most de ire to reach do not
go near the ghurches. Finding that to be the
case, there are prayers and lamentations over
the unfortunate decadence of religion, but no
practical steps to provide any sort of Sunday
entertainment that can compete successfully
with the grog shops. . Social gatherings, secu-
lar music, reading, lectures—everythiag out.
side of theology that cah amuse, interest, in,
siruct and improve, on the only day of the
week when the people concerned gare in the

frame of mind snd body to profit—everything
ig under the bann.

The people, as there is no difficulty in seeing,
have become a law unto themselves in this
matter. There i8 not - a pleasant Sunday dur-
ing the summer in which thousands and tens
of thousands of men, women and children do
not empty themselves out of the hot streets
and tenements ot New York upon Coney is-
land or adjacent sands. Why do they go, par-
ticularly when every railroad and steamboat
that carries them ruuns in defiance df the law?
They go because there is no other day upon
which they oan go, and because the breath of
glorious fresh air, and the smell of the clean
salt water, bring more rest to their wearied
bodies and spirits that the monotonous confine-
ment of the city can afford. They go because
they know that the goig will do them more
good than anything else 1t is possible for them
1o do. What have the Christian churches done
abount it ? Nothing, save to frown, deprecate
and expostulate. They bave erected no sign
on Coney island. They permit thousands to go
there every Sabbath, and hear only the babble
of the mountebank and find only the allurements
of the rum seller. These thousands go not he-
canse of these things, but in spite of them.
They go for the greatest blessing God has
vouchsafed to man. Yet they go with the
bann of Christianity upon their going !

It is 8o in every city of the United States,
and increasingly so. - The politicians who pro-
vide the parks do more to make the Sabbath a
day of blessed rest for the poor than all the
churches. It is a hard indictment to bring,
bat it is true, and it seems likely to be made
inoreasingly trae by these absurd efforts of or-
ganized Christianity to make Sunday respecta-
ble by the mstrnmentahty of the penal code.

MA RRIIL.D—DIED

1o the columus, side by side,

Stand the captions—Married, died.
What fine irony is this

That shades with death our nuptial bliss,
That blends beneath our ¢arnest gaze
The story of two wondrous days ?

The Kkiss of death, of blushing pride,
Sarcastic blend in—Married, Died.

Throbbing breast of heart that bleeds,
Tearful, bright or dull eye reads
Lives whose message is not clear
Blurred and broken through a tear;
Lily fingers, hand of age,

Trace the lines along the page;

Death and Cupid side by side

Sport with man in—Married, Died.

Here a requiem, there a song,
Blend aud roll their notes along;
Village bells that ring or toll
Greet a glad or passing soul;

To the chaancel call the crowd,
Clad in satin gowa or shroud,

To the church we twice may ride;
Heed the headings—Married, Died.

Hoist the anchor, sail away,

Bummer winas or sunlit bay

Lure thee o’er the outer bar,

Where the white c+pped breakers are;
Staunch 1hy raiuted shallop be,
Btrong to r de iife's re-tless rea;

Guq shall rule the su' ging tide

That laps the thorts o1 Ma ried, Died.

Oranee blosssms, ripened wheat,

8prigs of ru« or 1 ly sweet,

Curls of pold, or lo:k of suow,

Weddiog re b s. or garbs ot wce,

Hands in loving hands to rest, .

Or fulded lie on puis-less brea=t

Who soall b.ooms and fiui. dmde,

80 neur the storiee—Marri.d, Died.
—Atlania Qonstitubion,
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THEEMPLOYER AND EMPLOYED;

OR,
Nortes or Lire 1xn A CorroN MILL.

BY WARREN BOYNTON.

CHAPTER 2.

With this resolve, she cast about herself to
ascertain what could be done for the support
of herself and her children. Her boy, Shepard,
was now about ten years of age, and with what
little aid her girls might render she hoped by
diligence and economy to be able to gain a
livelihood. About this time a cotton mill was
erected in the village of B. a few miles distant
from her present home, and her friends ad-
vised her to move there, and “try their luck,”
{(as they called it,) as operatives in the factory.
‘This seemed a favorable opening for the heart-
stricken widow and her fatherless children.
‘The neighbors, many of them; were also in-
-duced to follow suit, so that quite a number of
families left their rural habitations and country
life, to try their chances at money getting in
the village. She hired a small tenement ot the
proprietor of the mll, and moved there, though
not with very sanguine hopes and expectations;
she thought to put her boy in the mill and send
her two little girls to school, and she would in.
struot her boy Shepard, evenings; and with a
few boarders, hoped to eke out a living. Bat
she was destined to disappointment, for the
overseer maltreated her dear little boy, and
when she made inquiries into the cause of the
illtreatment, she was roughly answered by the
overseer, and thieatened that her boy should
be dismissed unless she “ minded her own busi-
ness.”

The boy was a kind, willing little fellow, but
the overseer was a cold, morose and hard-
hearted man, who cared more to please him,
self than any one else; whose god was policy,
She saw at ouce there was no use to make com-
plaint to him, so she appealed to the proprie-
tor, who seemed to condole with her, but finally
gaid “it could not be helped, it was a matter
of business, that many of the boys were very
unruly, and chafed under restraint, and he
supposed it required some severity and they
could show no respect of persons; that in fact
the most he had to do with the matter was to
have a certain amount of manufactured articles
produced in a given time, for a given outlay ;
and she must not expect him to interfere with
the overseers, as long as they were fulfilling
their contract, and making the investment a
paying one.” She then appealed to the parson
of the church, of which she, the proprietor and
overseer were members, requesting him to in.
tercede in her behalf, pleading the cause of the
widow and the fafherless. Stating explicity
how much she was in need of the child’s earn.
ings although very small, and how it pained
her heart that her darling fatherless boy should
be so treated, and his mind soured in his tender
years, by 1ll usage and rough and often profane
and obscene language, and that, too, by a pro-
fessor of religion. The minister heard her
through in silence, affecting much sympathy
for her; he told her finally that we must sub-

mit to the ordinances of men, for the Lord’s

sake; that it would not do for him to meddle

with sach t_.hin_gs; that his, was a holy oalling H

| friend; she told him all her tale of sorrow,

that ‘‘he was set for the defence of the gospel;”
that “a minister must not come down from their
bigh and consecrated position to 1nterfere or
miogle with a cold, caloulatiog, sinful and
money making world; that the proprietor, Mr
Bond, had a perfect right to regulate and
preserve order in his.own mill; and although
he would be glad to remedy the evil of which
she complained, yet Brother Bond was the
most influential man in the church, and helped
to make ap his salary from his well filled coffers.’
“And it will not do, Sister Ackerton,” said he,
(smiling hypocritically) “to do anything to dis-
please him, for the cause of Christ, needs his
aid, and the overseer, Brother Lynch, is one of-
our official brethren; we should very much
deprecate doing anything that would displease
him.” “Bat,” said the imploring widow, “my
dear boy will be ruined, or we must suffer for
the necessaries of life, which we are hardly
able to obtain now; and if he should leave the
mill, we should soon be in arrears.” “Oh BSister
Ackerton,” said he, “you must submit, pray,
gister, pray in faith, and God will ease your
burden.” In the last suggestion he had told
her an honest and sacred truth, dishonestly,
merely from the force of ministerial habit, bat
had never made a personal application of it to
himself, and she, though not professing to be
a discerner of spirits, saw through his filmy
cloak of hypocrioy, and said : “You profess to
be a man of God, to be a follower of him who
went about doing good; who broke the yoke
of many a spiritually emslaved person; who
offered words of comfort to the oppressed, and
a word from you, in your °‘high and holy
ocalling,” (as you say) would have much more
weight than any argument I might advance.
Will you not plead the-cause-of- tho—widew9'4
“No,” said he, “I cannot and it should not be
expected of me; a minister of Christ should
be at peace with bis congregation, and especial-
ly with bis official brethren; for how can I
reach their hearts with the gospel of our salva-
tion, unless there is unity between us.” “Why,”
said she, “do you not say, how can I be honest
and speak the plain truth to my church and
congregation, and yet secure my annual stipend.”
“You are very impudeunt,” eaid he, “and will
please retire,” and with that he pat on his bat
and cloak and passed out into the street.
CHAPTER IIL

With a heavy heart, the widow left the in-
hospitable roof of her pastor without hardly
realizing whither she was goiog, until she
found herself in a street with which she was
not acquainted. She saw a cottage some
twenty rods off from the highway, to which
she bent her steps, not knowing why or for
what. She was going there but with a heart.
and soul orying for relief from some quarter.
Something seemed to urge her forward, and
the obeyed the promptings. She rang the bel]
and was received, into a tastefully furnished
parlor, by a servant, and was requested to be
seated ; without knowing why, she asked tosee
the gentleman of the house, he soon presented
himself, inquiring of her, in a tone and manner
indicating real sympathy, what she desired
‘She immediately felt that she had found a

how she had been repulsed by those she had

how oold and cheerless the world seemed to
her, how anxious that her darling boy should
nat be negleoted or ill treated, how hard she
had tried to instruct his young mind in the way
of truth, and how well he had responded to
ber instructions; bow dutiful he was, and what
high promise he gave already of being asolace
and comfort to her futare; how it had pained
her heart that he should be obliged to work
where scarcely anything but bitter curses were
constantly resounding in his ears; how she
feared such scenes of immorality as he wag
obliged to witness, would his be bane. All these
things she said and more than she chose to
tell, gave her much diequietude and she knew
not what to do. The stranger heard her tale
of sorrow, aud during the rehearsal, big tears
were seen to flow down his cheeks, and his
chest heaved with great emotion as though a
chord of sympathy had been touched that
vibrated to the tender pleadings of love. Said
he, “Madame, I have no children and am rich
in this world’s possessions; send your boy to
me and he shall do light chores for my wife,
and you shall weekly receive the same amount
that you are now getting for his services in
the mill. I will also send him to a selectschoo}
near at hand, and you may call every week or
oftener and see him, and receive his wages;
and he shall not be obliged to remain any

longer than you desire.” ¢“O God be praised,”

said she, ‘“‘and you too, my kind benefactor.’

Said he, “I know your tale of woe is true, al-

though I never saw you before; for as you
camein, I was awakened from a dream,

wherein I was told sall of yoar troubles; and I

recognized you as the person spoken of in my

dream, as soon as I entered thisroom. It seems

you thither, and also informed me of your
necessities, The ancient writings inform us
that angels are ministering spirits, and I have no
doubt but that those kind beings watch over
us in our earthly pilgrimage, and often minister
to our wants. This is not the first or only in

stance of a singular, mysterious providential de-
hverance, wrought oat through me as tbeir
agent and dispenser. There are many blessed

and glorious existences, who, I believe, ever
hover around the pathway of maa.” Said she:

“do you really believe that aogelic beings ever
meddle with the affairs of mankind ?” *“I have
no doubt but they do,” said he, “and that they
also once had a rudimental existence in some

of our fathers’ worlds. If people would read
their bibles, unprejudiced, there would never
be another doubt upon the subject, as far as
Jewish testimony is concerned ; but they by no
means are the only witnesses, for the writings
and traditions of all other nations and tribes
corrobrorate the same; and some of those
nations were more enlightened and had a superior
literature to the Jews, and are worthy of the
highest consideration; and we cannot ignore
all their combined testimony althongh we must
admit that in the light of the present develop-
ments of science and philosophy, what was
once strange and unaccountable, except upon
their hypoth eais, is now plain and easy of solu-
tion. But for all the revelations of our en.
lightened timee, there is yet a strong belief and
40 some a demonstrated assurance that there is

reason 1o suppose would redress her wrongs,

s deep under-layerof truth in these opinions.”
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“What you eay sounds very strange to me,’
“sltheugh we hear it preached of, by our minis-
ter, and read it in our bibles. I supposed no
one had any real faith in such things as cocar-
ing at the present time, but that it was some-
thing of the past ages, that must have been
very comforting and instructive; but that the
sun of inspiration had long ago set, and no-
thing more was left but the coloring of his rays
upon the western clouds.” I have abundant
evidence ,” said he, ‘“to my mind, that the same
or similar intelligences are sp:aking to the
world a8 much, and even more, than they ever
did before; for thereis a greater enlightenment
of the nations, and the masses composing them,
and where in former time it was confined to the
few,” now it is almost universal” “There 18
somothing very strange about this matter,” said
she, “for I know not why I came here, or I did
not know, but it does appear to me that I can
see a ‘hidden hand’ that guided me hither.”
After some further conversation, she arose to
depart,’and as she stepped upon the threshold
of the outer door, the gentleman put two ten
dollar bills into her hand, saying: “Clothe the
boy in such garments as you think suitable and
proper, snd to-morrow at ten o’clogk bring him
with you to my house, and I will conimence to
fulfill my promises to you comcerning him.”
With a heart too full for utteranoe,she depart-
ed, blinded by her own tears, and returned to
her home with a heart made light and warm by
coming in contact with a man of feeling. After
preparing the supper- for her household, she
wended her way to the office of the Superin-
tendent of the factory and informed him that
. she should be obliged to take her son from the
mill, stating that a gentleman had made her a
fair proposal in regard to him, and she thought
it best for all conocerned, under the circum-
stances, to comply. “Very well,” eaid he,
“when he works out his notice.” “But,” said
said, “I wish to have him leave now, and the
cause is, theill treatment he receives at the
hands of the overseer and bosses, and I should
be glad to have ‘his wages, which though bat
little I am greatly in need of.” “We shall not
pay you a cent,” said the overseer, as anger
flushed his face, “You bave no right to take
him until bis place isfilled by another.” “Have
I not as muach right,” said she, “to withdraw
him from your service without notice as you
have to discharge him without notice?” “None
of your reasoning, we want none of your speeches
to-night, take your boy and do what you like
with him, for he is only a nuisance at best.
John, call Shep Ackerton, that little cotton-
head that works for Joe Lane, on the picker.”
“Pay me,” said the woman. “No, nota red,”
said he. “It isonly two dollars,” eaid she. “I
care not how much or how little it is, it is for-
feited by leaving without notice. We take
this course,” said he, “to renumerate us for the
trouble we may be subject to in filling the
places again of such impudent brats. They
ain’t half of them worth the salt they eat.”
The widow took her boy and turned away, and
left the hard hearted man, with a cloud around
her heart, but soon after passing from his atmos-
phere, she felt comforted again by the thought
that a bright ray of sunshine of love had fallen
upon her pathway that day. Althengh clouds
had gathered dark and deuse, she felt that she

saw a silver lining to them and the full orb
must be shining warm and cheerfal behind
them, Hope animated by the thought that
possibly her dear and oft lamented companion
of former days might be rendering her sid, and
knew all her trial, was a great source of satis-
faction, much more indeed than suffering that
he had passed “beyond the bounds of time and
space” engaged in “singing himself away to
everlasting blies,”. without a thought of the
dear and dependent ones he had left to struggle
with the cares and anxiety of mortal existence.
The follonging morning after her domestic
affairs were attended too, she took her little
ragged boy and putting on him clean under
garments, went with him to a clothing house.
She picked out a very nice and becoming suit
of clothes, which was priced at ten dollars, and
a nobby little hat at one dollar, with which she
clad the boy; she then repaired to a shoe store
and purchased him a pair of shoes with large
bright buckles on the top, whioch the boy was
sare must be silver, becanse they shone and
flashed so brightly in thesun, With his splendid
outfit, she proceeded to the house of her bene-
factor; the little boy wondering where his ma
got 8o much money, and what these remarkable
proceedings could all mean, and on their way
made many inquiries, which she gratified say-
ing “be a good boy Shepard, and you will be
taken good oare of.” She arrived at the gen-
tleman’s door just as the town clock was peal-
ing forth the hour of ten, and was met there
by her strange friend, who cordially invited
them in; eaying, ‘“you are very prompt as to
time, which I consider very commendable.”
Then taking the little boy by the hand and
leading forward to the light he said: “Yon
have clad this boy very mice indeed, did you
have money enough, Mrs, . Ackerton?”’ “O
yes,” she said, “and more thanenough.” “You
are a very nioe little boy,” said he, “do you
like oranges?” Without waiting for a reply he
gave him a very large golden one from a silver
frait basket that was on the table. “Here, Mra.
Ackerton, are three more, one for yourself and
one for each of your little girls;” she thanked
the gentleman, and after some conversation she
aroge to leave, and banded Mr. Volney (for
that was the gentleman’s name) the remainder
of the money that was left over the purchases
of the morning, but he refused to accept it;
saying, “your frugality in your purchases en-
titles you to the balance, for it I had undertaken
to clothe him probably twenty dollars would not
have sufficed, and he probably would not have
had any better suit either. You have other
children, take it and I will also add another ten,
and clothe them also.” 8aid she, “how do
you know I have other children? I have not
told you, and you said yesterday that you had
never heard of me before, only in a dream.”
Said he, “I have dreamed again, aud I know
you have two little girls, although no person
in this form of life has told me so, and I want
you to let those little girls come with you,
when you come again and make me a visit.”
“There is something very remarkable about
your dreams,” said she, “which I believe must
be from God.” While she spoke a lady enter-
ed. “This,” said Mr. Volney, “is my wife. Mrs,
Ackerton, Mrs. Volaey.” The lady recognized
Mrs. Ackerton with a kiss of sympathy. “Bat,”

eaid the lady, “what nice hittle boy is this?”
“That is my little boy,” said Mrs, Ackerton,
“May he be mine?” said the lady. “He may
ontil I waot him,” said Mrs. Ackerton, I
shall love such a nice little boy, ] know. Can
you read, what is your name?” “Shepard,”
said he, “and I can read some.” “That is a good
name; Shepard Ackerton will you be my boy?”
“I dont know,” said he, “I love my ma, and if
you are as good a8 ma then I will love you.”
“That is right,” said Mrs. Volnay, “if a boy or
a child always loves and respects their parents
it is morally certain that they will never become
very bad, and I will try to have you love me
and we will see who will be the most kind to
youw.” By this time the widow found by look-
ing at the clock that it was necessary that she
should return to her home; 8o thanking them
warmly for the acts of benevolence and kind
words, she left the house and soon reached her
own home, but 1n her absence another storm
bad arisen, {or the proprietor of the mill had
sent & man who left a notice on her table

that she must vacate the premises forthwith.
TO BE CONTINUED.

LOVE NE'ER DIES.
S "BY 8, W. PEARCE.

Tell me not that love will die, -
Though the yeara pass fleeting;

Lasting as the earth or sky

+  Is the true heart’s beating. .

Storms and shagows may beset,
Or by cares surrounded;

Parted wide by space, and yet
Full of faith unbounded.

‘Love is true, e’en though by Fate
Severed he the loving.

Patiently the heart will wait
Till the cloud removing,

Time again shall, face to face,
Bring true hearts uoited,

And once more fond arms embracs,
Souls in true love plighted.

- -Love ne'er diea—'tis as the sunm, -... ..

That for bound'ess ages

Ceaselessly its course has run
Through earth’s changiog stages.

Firm, uncbangeable, snd true,
Lives Love on forever;

And when Time itself be through,
Love shall waver never.

The Beaver family, up among the mountains,
were a hard set. One day the youngest of the
boys was bitten by a rattlesnake, and the old
folks were so scared that they sent at once
for the minister, who knelt down and prayed:
“0, Lord, we thank Thee for rattlesnakes] We
thank Thee that a rattleanake bit Jim. We
pray Thee to send one to bite John; send anoth-
er to bito Bill, and O, Lord, send the biggest
of Thy rattlesnakes to bite the old man, for
nothing but a rattlesnake will bring the Beaver
family to repentance. Amen.”

Still another clergyman of Agnostic tenden-
cies bas been installed as a Conyregational pas-
tor. He ie the Rev. William Hayne Leavel, of
Brighton, Mass, He believes in the authority
and infalibility of the scriptures “for all purposcs
for which they are intended by God,” but he
declines to commit himself to any theory as to
the “mode of operation by which the Iloly Sparit
had secured the absolute correctness of the work
of the writer as to all moral and spiritual truth
as related to the ends of revelation.” Batit is
his view of the doctrine of atonement that al-
mos¢, but not quite, brought him under the con-

1 demnation of the ministers who installed him,

He says that the atoning work of Christ is &
mystey, and be has no settled belief regarding
it, further than that “to every man will be giv-
en an opportunity to become reconoiled to God
through Jesus Christ, and to be renewed by the
power of the Holy Spirit. What the opportu.

nity shall be, when, where, and how it shall be
given, God is to deotde,” ~
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Ghost stories, which have suffered an eclipse
for some time, appear to be undergoing a re.
vival. Here is one that is entitled to oredence
if any are. It is usually only servants or igno.
rant persons who see ghosts, or visions of the

Virgin Mary, but in this case the apparition,
according to a correspondent of the New York
Sun, was seen by two persons simultaneously,
both of them possessed of more than common
vigor of mind. President Tyler had a sister
who was reckoned one of the most gifted women
of her day. She was the namesake of Patrick
Henry, and the pet of Jefferson. She lived
with her tather, Gov Tyler, at Greenway, in
Charles City county, Va. One night, while
sleeping in the bed with a cousin, a young wo-
man of her own age, she awoke and saw her
mother, who had been dead for some months,
eitting in the window seat. It was a bright
night n summer, and under the window was
the bed of a younger sister who was an infant
at the time of her mother’s death. The appa-
rition leaned over the child and gaszed intently
onit. Miss Tyler remembered to have ‘héard
that an apparition would remain as long as the
eyes were fixed onit. She looked steadily at it
without least alarm. Now comes the strangest
part of the story. The girl lying by her side
said quietly, “Maria, there is your mother.”
Then the form melted away. Some years after-
ward, after Gov. Tyler’s death, his daughter
was at Greenway again. She was then married,
and was visiting the first wife of her brother,
President Tyler. He wae absent in Washing-
ton, being in the senate. Oune night one of Mrs.
Tvyler's children beoame ill, and her sister-in law
went to the nursery to help take care of it. She
suggested that she should get a remedy from
her own room, and, taking a candle in her hand,
started for 1it. Oa herreturn, as she passed the
staircase, she saw her father standing bafore
her. The same idea flashed into her mind that
she could hold the apparition by her fixed gaze.
She observed it carefully, and recognized a cer
tain suit of brown cloth which she had some-
times seen the governor wear, and she was self-
possessed enough to look for a mole on his fore-
bead which was a birthmark. Mrs. Tyler
after waiting some miuutes called to her to
hasten, whereupon the figure vanished.— 7ruth
Seeker.

Give us & man, young or old, high or low, on
whom weknow we can thoroughly depend-who
will stand firm when others fail-the friend faith
ful and true, the adviser houest and fearless, the
adverzary just and chivalrous; in such a one
there is a fragment of the Rock of Ages.—Dean
Stanley.

—TIt is said that when a Hindoo priest
baptizes alittle babe he uses thefollowing words:
“Little babe, thou enterest the world weeping,
while all around thee smile; contrive to live
that you may depart 1 smiles, while all around
you weep.” Let’s see, these Hindoo people are
the ones that we send tracts to are they not?
Why wouldn’t it be a good idea to have them
send us some of their religion in ¢xchange for
the tracts?—FEssex Statesman. _

Another orazy man,this time in Pittsbarg:
has tried to killa preacher, Strange how often
the vengeance of maniacs takes that direction.
All of them, too, had good bringing up, and as
boys were taken to church to listen to long ser-
mons twice every Sunday. Queer bow things
turn up.

Those emotional saints, Messrs. Moody and
Sankey, so inteot upon saving souls, like the
boy proacher, Harrison, are very careful to pro-
vide good linings for their own pockets. The
European Mail says that when they came to
England, last fall, though they did not wish a
word to be said about the matter in publie, they
jnristed privately upon being handsomely paid,
theremuneration being at the rate of about £700
per month.

It.is related of a Maryland deacon whose
peaches are first in the New York market hat,
having company at his farm house one evening
recently, a terrific thunder storm came on and
shook things up worse than an explosion in a
orockery store. Every body was thoroughly
frightened, and directly after a blinding flash,
one of the visitors apxiously atked,*Friends,
don’t you think we had better kneel and ask
for protection?”’ “No Brother Jones, no,” pro
te-ted the deacon; “I have just had a lightning
rod put on the house at an expense of $38, and
[ propose we hold off and give her a fair show
to do business.”

BRUNSWICK

Electro-Magnetic and Medical

SANITARIUM.

The most complete institution of the kind in the
United States, for the Treatment and
Cure of all

CHRONIC AND NERVOUS DISEASES

Open for the reception of Guests and Patients

JULY 15, 1882.

¥ Send for Circular and References. Address
Drs. HOFFMAM & PALMER,
jy82 1y

people are always on the lookount for
chunces to increase their earnings, and
in time become wealthy ; tho e who do
not improve their opportunities remain
in poverty. We offer a great ch to

make money, We want many men, women, hoyr and girle to
work for us right in their own localties. Any one can do the
work properly frrm the first start. Tne buriness will pay more
than ten times ordiniry wagea, Expensive ontfit furnished free.
No one who eneages fails to make money rapidly. Yoa cwn de-
vote yonr whole time to the work. or only your spare moments.
Full information and all that is needed sent free. Addrers
StinsoN & Co., Portland, Maine.

o patents, caveats,
trade-marks, oopyrightei) ete._for
the United States, ang to obtain pat- .

ents in Canada, Englind, France,
Germany, and all oth‘er countries,
. Thirfy-six years! practicse. No
charge for examination of moc?ela or draw-
ings.  Advice by mail free,
atonts obtained through ns are noticed in
the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, which has
the largost circulation, and is the most influ-
entinl uewspnger of ita kind publiabed in the
world. The advantagesof such a notice every
patenteo understands.
Thislarge and splendidly illustrated news-
pngeris ublished WEEKLY at$£3.20 a vear,
and is admitted to be the best paper devoted
to scionce, mechanics, inventions, engineerin
works, and other departments of industria.
progress, published in any country. Single
t‘siopiea Ly mail, 10 cents. S8old by all news-

ealers,

Addrems, Munn & Co;, publishern: of Bcton~ -
1ific American, 261 Broac’iway, New York.

Handbook about patents mailed free.

$850 Square Graod Piano for only $245.
PIANO STYLE 33 8 ertea s rness%

Octaves, full patent caniante agraffes,our new patent overstrung
ecale, beantiful carved legs and lyr., heavy seruentive and Iarge
fancy moulding, fal fron frame, French Grand Action, Grand
Hammers, in fact, every improvement which can in any way tend
to the perfection of the instriment, hae been added.

% our price or this instrument, boxed and de~
ll{’cired %n board clars at vew !}ork, with fiae

ano Cover, too

and Book, only 24:5 Reduced from our late
wholesale factory price, $ 95 for 60 days only, to have this
beauti ul Piang “introduced. This is now, by far, the graatest
bargain ever offered the musical pubiic, Unprecedented success!
Tremeudous demaad for this 8'yle ! Order a. once.

This Piano w1ll be sen‘ on 15 days test trial. Please send refer
ence if you do not 8-nd money w1 h order. Cash sent with order
will be refunded and freight charges paid by us both ways if
Piano is not just as represented, Several other epecial bargxins:
Pianos, $160 up. Over 15,000 in n=e, and not one dissatisfied
purchaser, Handeome I'lustrated Catalogue, mailed free, giving
the highest testimonials ever awarded any manufacturer. Every
Piano fully warranted for 5 years.

SHEET MUSIC 3 prico.  Oatalogue of 3,000 choice pieces
sent for 8c. s'amp.
MENDELSSOHN PIANO 00., Box 8303 N. Y,

TS

EARS FOR THE MILLION!
Foo Choo's Balsam of Shark's ()4

Positively Restores the Hearing, and 1s the only
Absolute Cure for Deafness Known.
Thiz Oil i3 abetracted from peculiar species of small White
Shark, canght in the Yellow Ses, known as CARCHARODON
RonpsLern ~ Every Chinese fisherman knows it. Its virtoes
8 & re-torative of hearing were discovered by a Buddhist Priest
abonut the vear 1410.  Its cures were 80 numerons and Many so
seemingly miraculous, that the r~medy was officialiy pro-
claimed over th- entire Kmpire. Its nses became so aniversal
21;: for o‘;e ‘31(:{) years nol Deafmess has existed
‘ng e ¢hinese people., Hent char e,
any address at $1.00 per bntl:le ple. ges prepaid, to

Hear What the Deaf Say!

It has performed a miracle in my case.

I have no noearthiy noises in my head and hear mnch better.

1 have been greatly benefitted.

mgﬂy deafness helped a great deal—think another bottle will cure

¢ Its virtues ave UNXQUESTIONABLE and it8 CURATIVE CHARACTER
ABSOLUTE, A8 THE WRITER CAN PERONALLY TESTIFY, BOTH FROX
EXPERI:NCR AND OBSEXVATION. Write at once to HavLock &
JENNEY, 7 Dey Strect, New York, enclosing $1.00, and vou will
r ceive by return a remedy that will enable you to hear like any-
body +lee, and whose curative « flecia will be permanent. You will
never regret. doing so "—EpITOR 0F MEROANTILE RevVIEW.

¥ To avold loss in the Mails, please se -
o Mo rvold , P send money by Rzeis

Only Imported by HAYLOCK & JENNEY,

(Late HavLOCK & Co )

_ BOLE AGENTS FOR AMERICA, 7 Doy 8L, Now Vork.

Dangters, W, Nothers?!

’

2 I" By (
DR. J.
UTICA.N. Y.,
Discoverer of DR, MARCHISI'S

UTERINE CATHOLICON,

A POSITIVE CURE FOR FEMALE COMPLAINTS.
This remedy will act in barmony with the Fe.
malesystem at all times, and alto finmediately
u&on the abdominal and uterine mauscles, and re-
store thera to s hiealthy and strong condition,
Dr. Marchisi's Uterine Catholicon will cure fall
ing of the womb, Lncorrheea, Chronle Inflamma-
tion and Ulceration of the_ Womb, Incidenta)
Hemorrhage or Flooding, Painful, Buppressed
and Irrepular Menstruation, Kidoey Comgl:lm.
and is especially adapted to the Change of Life,
Send for pamphle¢ free, Al letters of inquiry
freely answered, Address as above.
EOR SALE BY ALL DRUGGISTS.
Price 81.50 per bottle. Be sure and ask for
Dr. Marchisl’s Uterine Catholicon. Take no other.

THOS. H. FLOYD,
Book, Job & Newspaper
PRINTER,

Corner Broad & John Sts.

Opposite Government Bullding,

UTICA, N. ¥,
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