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NO. 1

PROSPECTUS.

THE OLIVE BRANCH FOR 1878.

* The Ourve Braxost for 1878 will be isead month'y
48 beretofore and mailed to subscribers at the low
rate of one dollar per year, payable in advance.

The Orive Brascn is wholly devoted to the cause
of Spiritunlism, and giving 10 humanity thal which
is spoken and written throngh the human organizme
selected by the spirit ¢irele for that purpoce, the
names of the spirits thus spraking and writing ad-
pesring with their respective sddresses and commu-
micwions, . =

Tt must be evident to the friends and revlers ol
the Orave Brascm, that at theexceeding low price
its eirculation ought to be, and must be

LARGHLY INCREAESKD,

We therefore ssk, ns a special fapor, \hia) esch friend
and reador of Tone Onive Braxcn will not only

RENEW THEIR OWN SUBSCRIPTION

as well ns secure usohie or more additivnel subscribers ?
If our friends will do this, it will aid matenally in
making up the large deficit in expense for publi
cation s we'l s enlarge and extend the usefulness
of the OLive Brasca.

The price for the coming year will be
ONE DOLLAR,

Our subseribers cannot fail to see. that in view of
all this, without using the least space of our paper
for advertising, our vbject is to give the

MOST BEADING MATTER FOR THE LEAST MONEY
of any Spiritual paper published,

Those who have read Taeg Ouive Braxen for the
past two years, may feel assured that the Addresses.
Essays, Poctry and other communications by men.
bers of the Spirit Circle sad other spirits; for pubu'
cation for 1878, will be fully equal to these of the

past.

We desire, as far as possihle, that all subseriptions
shall begin and close with the current year. Wil
our friends plesse beur this in miod, and not fail ta
commence 8t once, the rewewal of their cwn subscrip
tions, s well as securing additional yubscriptions for
Tue Ouve Braxen, for 1878,

Address,

Toe Ouive Braxom,

Utics, N, Y.

COL. INGERSOLL AND HIS CRITICS.

SERMON DELUVERED 15 PrOGRESSIVE HALL,
Suxpay, NoveMser 187, 1877, BY Rev. A,
A. WHEEOLCK.

Sunsrer.—Free Thought, Free Speech, and a
Free Religion, the basis of True Government.

[Phonographically, reported by H. E. Deyesponr, Utica, N, Y.]

The subject for consideration, lies at the foundation
of all thought of 4]l tenching of that grand philosophy
of Tife that expresses {tgelf in the form humsn, ss
distinetive from every other form in existence.  This
philogopby encompasses that faith which men de-
nominate ** spiritusl,” und embraces the unmistaks-
ble revelation of spiritusl things notil the gloom of
the grave is lluminated and 1he light of immoriality
bresks upon the otherwise darkened conditions of
homan life,

' Free Thought, Free Speech, wod a Free Religion.
the basis of True Government,” 15 the subject that,

i briefl, Task your attention (o (his morning; gud T

only regret the limit of time, and the limit of
pmic-ncc. upon your part, buman endurance,
dealiog with so vast u so'ject, Erel procesd to u
concise and »pecial consid ration of it, 1 desire 1o
clagr the wxy by the cousiderition of gowe candi
tiong; by exanmioipg some of the surroundings tha
exist here in your midst, that lesd o directly
the subject matter.  Yon read in this so-calied
“* holy hook,” muny good thiogs, snd many things
that are indifforent, that are absolutely ess
nside by you, You don't read them at all B
you rend that, in the past, thers was 4 cor'din poo!
that was troubh d by an angel of 1he Lord, a8 they
helieved, and when the spirt froubled the pool
those whao had diseases stepped down into 1he waser
und were hesjed.  An instrument of the Lord ha-
been 10 this city, sod the thealigicnl pool bhas been
stirred.  The waters huve bocome troubled, and
mavy have vneensoioudy siepocd in. and  they
realizg the presence power snd lefluence of the
unzel of frée thoughi—God's angel troubliog the
waters of their shngeish mentslity.

First ofall, let me gssure you that spirits are now
silent, uninterested gpectators of the human rsce, be
enuse they are in spirit 1ifs, They are not unintervsted
spectutors of even the most trifling things that pertain
to human interesis, moch less those of & public charne-
ter, thiat, in their infloence, stir Luman thought, and
bring to Lwunaity, tht divios revelstion, und thast
divive result, in mental bhealing, that God hasdecreed.
For, It is only Ly stirring these elements that the
agitation of thouglit can be realized.  No truersenti
ment was ever expressed, than that the agitation of
thought is the beginuing of wisdom. And what else
80 pricceless o buman Jife; what so priceloss
in nogel life, us the power revesling the mateh-
less wisdom ol God? The agitation of thought
i# the beginning of such revelation. For, without agi-
tation, there 18 no thoaght ; there is no possible power,
in that direction, manifest. Hence, it lies at the very
doorway of all possible realization, in all times and
places, either in the mortal form, or in avy condition

or sphere in. spirit life. As faras | know, this Is
as applicable to spirit existence, out of the
mortal or physical state, as it is to the condition of
mind and spirit, in it

The inquiry comes, then, in themidst of this com-
mation, Who are agitated, and why? What has been
said, what has been done, that should so agitate the
trengquil minds of godly men in this community, sad
cause the troubled waters of their mentality to pre-
sent the peculiar condition observed @t this time?
Why, the circumstances sre simply these: A gentle-
man, holding a distipguished nosition before the
public, as an ora‘or #nd indeperdent thinker, comes
to this beautiful city, and gives expresssion to oer,
tuin ideas, to certain thoughts, that comn in confliet
with established sectarian conditions of roligions
heorizing, religious teaching. And this ecauzes the
fluttering you perceive among the c'erieal birds,
which shows how fully they have come under the
direet aim of the clear-sighted marksman, whose in-
tell ctual bullets have pierced through sand through
thie thick-coated, thick crusted theology fn this com-
munity. They have enterc? the beretofore hrimstane
conl of mail, o long shielding the ow'side, touching,
as with the finger of death, the very life essence snd
bnsis, upon which these siructures redt, and sitempt
1 hold s commaosding ivfluence over the public
mind.

But only & certain class manifest any particular
anxiely. Asof old, ** the common people henrd him,
and beard him glad'y," It was so with Jesus: it has
heen £0 with every bold tescher of the truth, in eviry
aze: ** The common people beard them gpladly ™
Wha ¢ould not ol erve, that evening, o general re-
sponse, in living hearts, that pu'sated in sympathy
with the twpid sirokes that 8 deeaying system of
theology received?

Was there any utterance as aga‘nst tha culture
and improvement of the human mind? No Wus
thore & single sentiment uttered that declared hostil-
ity, in any sense, to any human interest, or justice?
No.  Was aaght uttercd, but that which reason, jus-
ties and true manliness mignt dictate? No, Irdoes
nit lie within the power of one, or all the ¢l gymen
ol thig ¢ity wshow it, Five of them appeared like
the foslish virgins, “ with no oil o their lamps," as
demonstrared by their folly before the nespaper in-
lerviewer,

The representative of Catbolicism declared that
**his Church rested on dogmas!" They were satis.
fied; unconcerned, po matter what the ** infidel”
might say. As representatives of the Catholie
Church, they were so0 little ¢oncerned, that they
oelther hear, or read, or wish to know whut others
muy koow, or what truth may be revesled to any
buman soul, touched with the finger of inspirmion
from on high, and revealing the grestest living truth
to mortal man, in the midst of the darknes of dog-
maus and creeds, that comes both through the Catho-
lic Church and jts numerous Protestunt branches!

Who, then, is it with whom this ngitsion Is man-
ifest to-day? Again, you ean turn to the past, and find
history repeating itself. ‘This commotion is not new.
This manifestation of anxiety, upon the part of those

who claim to be, as did those in the past, the viceger.
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ents of God on earth, is not new, When o simi'ar
agitution was mauifest in the pust, the same slement
and & like cause existed. They said of the miglty
waorks of that humble Nazarene, performed in the gim:
plicity and power of truth, * our eraft. is in danger.”
Their wonderment and anxiety knew no bounds, ax
runging to and fro, nod connseling with each other
they said : " Great is Diana, for Ly this orfeowe go
our guin!” Do not these men say smong themsel ves,
“ourcraft is In danger?" It is easy to perceive the troe
cause of wunxiely upon the part of those who elnim to rep:
resent a)l that religion embodies in this community. Of
course, there isagitation upon the part of those whose
living depends npon their being abie to mantnin their
claim. It eould not be otherwise, How despernie
their stroggle, and bow pitiful the public munifesta
tion they are making to save that which cannot be
enved! God has decresd that the mighty sweep ol
truth’s sword shall destroy this mun-made theology.
This isin harmony with the great principles of pro
gress eterual, which this* infidel *“Goligh ¢nuncinted ™

And the fact that an “iofidel,” as they regard him,
eould stand in theirnidst,with the majesty of a powar
which threatened to upheave their very foundations,
and proclaim immortality to the people, as the resalt
of & natural life, blossoming daily with kindness, love
and goodness, being constantly carried forward by the
Iuw of progress in each being, without cousent or ne-
cessity of the presence or prayers of the clergy. sevms
to have besn the last hairadded to their overburdeno
patience, which they could not endure. This was
simply declaring the grand truth of progress,by which
buman [ife, spirit existence, and oven God’s infinite
pirit, revesis the poxsibility wnd glory of a deaths
less unmortalivy.  That this so.called * infidel” should
stand upon a public plitform io Utlea, with so many
ears engerly listening, goxions to know the truth, and
haye him declare to them that immortality was not
born of ereeds, or of man’s devices, but was an inherjt-
ance of human life, of time and progress efernal, re
gardless of creeds; you can all perceive, endangers the
“eraft,” Yes, endangers the little theological “ dag
onl™ in which each one of thess speeinl representitives

of God is paddling about in the commuoity, seeking

to pacify, and still Lold the pullic mind aod the cou-
science of individuals to the support of their unim,
proved devil and Godless theories !

Letmoe say to these reverend  brothers, you might
Just as well nndertake to stop the pouring forth of
the efffavia from Mouot Yesnviog' lop, by holding
an umbrella over i1, as 1o stop the fluw of God’s i1
luminating truth pouring forth in torrents of elo-
quence upon the minds of men—pven from the
thront of this giant mfids of the West.  Your theo-
logicsl patent for revealing God's iruth 15 out of
date. You have no process by which you can, o
will be allowed to put a pudlock or & patent upoa it,
or any other device, so long as free thoughy, frew
speech, and free men exist ina free land,

All idens, whether religious or otherwise, must
stand & clear and searching investigation. To enter
tain ideas, and not be willing Lo cledarly contrast, io
resson, those ideas, even with the ideas of anavowed
infidel, a8 the spesker eclatmed, 18 not ounly mos
illogical, but the evidence of bigotry snd barburisin,

Moral ethics, all human thought, mnst be sub
jeet to the law of improvement and progress in
every age, ns everything clse is suliject to that law;
then it becomes interwoven in tne mind, as truth,
Religion, as well ag all else in this universe of life,
must be subject to the law of growth and progress;
hence it is not & matter of ' grace divine,” pourud
inlo the human soul at some special prayer meeting,
or religious revival, in answer to the prayers of
saints !

But what did this soul-destroying ** infidel” say ¥
Let me read to you the very gist of his inspired ut.
terances. This is an wnstrument of God—of the
spirit world. His mission to this city wes to bless
humanity, by opening wide the pearly gates of free
thought, through which every human soul was in
vited to come to the store-house of knewledge.
His mission, in part, was to doliver the clirgy from
the bondsge of creeds, superstition and ignorascy,
He was moved upon by spirit power in bis conscious,

pormal state.  The thoughts that the spirit world
desired 1o give (o humsnity fonnd expression in
stening of eloguence, which charmed, while it
awnkened new thoughts with all who Jistened:

Why should these lgarned critics, elaimiog to have
the advautage of possessing, by simply asking for
it, an abundance of *‘grace divine” so misunder
stund Ool. Ingersoll’s ideas, as to unitein filling the air
with wordy declarations and assumptions about 1hut
which he did not sny, rather than that which he did
deelare ¥ Betup men of straw to pull down before
their admiring flocky, yather than Jook this giant
onoe squure an the face  Why # Is it bi cause thes:
upostles of wisdom do not understand the plain
Eoglish which un honest **ipfidel” used § What
then eruses their intense anxicty nnd fear? Criticise,
O reverend gentlemen, but let your criticisms rest
upon the grund and noble sentiments expressed
even by an “infldel,” in all, fairness, that you may
follow the tesching of your professed Muster, in
rendering unto Cesar the things that belong to him;
wod when you thus eriticise, then will the *“ common
people hear, and hear gladly,” and though you may
deceive some with your suphbistry, those sublime
traths nttered will have their effeet, and the words
50 eloquently expressed will burn their way into the
hearts of men in this beautiful city, and thereis no
power of pope or priest thut can stop the silent
working of theirnflaence.

I now read to you some of the grand sentiments
expressed by Col. Ingersoll, that you may see what
eause for grievaus offense this hated **infidel” gave
the clergy of Uties, and which some of them have
repented with  the lamblike spirit of the tiger.
These are the sigoificant words: **1 do not say
what is or what is not true.”  Broud, good, grand,
noble deelaration! Do these critics say this* They
profess to tell you what God knows! They profess
to be in the seorets of the Infinite, and the devil be-
sides! They claim to know what both are doing,
avd while his satanic mujesty goes nbout * like a
roaring lion," devouring buman souls, the Infinite
and All-powerful Deity, whom these reverend gentle-
men worship, sits wpon the throne of the universe
and quietly looks upon the sud havoe the devil is
making, nnconcernnd and unmoved, and with less
anxiety sbout the fute of souls than the clergy of
Utica timve munifested concerning the honest senti
ments of an ‘' infidel,” honestly expressed  They
profess to know what God does, asks, demands of
you and others. They can tell you all about jt.
Especially does God want you, say they, toattend,
and pay liberally to the support of their Church.
Why God has more interest in this than in cheek.
matimg und stopping the devil in bis wild career of
destruction, they do not explain,

Now note the modeaty of thismuoch feared *infidel.”
He says “1do not say what is trae, or what is not
true. L &imply plead for light ™ He pleads for more
Hght to beam upon the pathway of mortal men. Is
there anyvthing wrong in thst plea? Do these men
say thig? What is their light ¢ “They try to spread
the rays of o litlo tallow dip all over God s universe,
and by i fechle Jight are groping around in the
durkness, endeavoring to find the path that leads to
fuimortality before the fickering rays go out in
death. T plend for light" says this royal soul,
touched with God’s inspiration from on high, More!
What else?®  “ For room.” For lLight and room:
Whnt else?  * For opportanity for each human soul.”
0, the represantatives from higher spheres could say
no more:  God could not sy more or mortal man in
hin present condition. Tt ixwhat God issaying throngh
every mynitestation of light and love apon the planet.
Again und again upon this platform T have songht in
my own humbile, feeble way, to present this trath to
you  Maore light—more room—more opportunities,
God is saying it in every spear of grass—in every
atom of dost. God is saying it in the mighty forest,
in the unfolding beauty of the flowers. In the homan
structore, God is saying it, both to the cliild in the cra.
dle nod the man stepping into the grave. He issaying
for humnnity, * Give them light " God is making the
plea that this mun mwade for “more light in the
midst of darkness. For “more room” that men may

have, just in proportdon 1o thelr fight and room, op
partunfties; golden, glarious opportunities : without
which death, darkoess, silence, absolute nonpnticy
must reign. Do these men say this? They say you
must find all the light, room and opportunity for
grand royal souls, possessing Infinite possibilities, in
the little, narrow. secturian creeds which they have
made, and which tken sltogethor, make a theological
“dug-out” of shout the pame sizé und capacity 4% the
one referred to by Col. Ingersoll, which he declared
was navigated by an ancieat mariner possessing a
*“spoonful of Deains." i

*Let everybody think,” says Col. Ingersoll. This
comes naturally as the vesult of ' more lght," " more
room and opportunity.” *‘ Let everybody think,
and Jet everybody express that thought”! Do these
men say this?  Why, then, this flottering, this
anxiety? ** While I' live, I am going to do. my own
thinking, and to express that thonght. That isall T
ask, liberty. If I haven't the right to think, for what
reason am I a thinker?"  All the theology of the unif
verse can't answer thiat question, Tt isadirect thrust
at every Greed thut was ever made, that shitckles the
human inteliect, and biods it, ns these men well
know, 10 certain set rules; that make the individual
a slave, and bring the mind into the ‘condition of
that serfdom incompatible with liberly; even the
liberty of the true gospel.  ** IT I have not the right
to think, for what reason am I 4 thinker? Aundif 1
am going to think anything, why not think my own
thoughts? Have I n right to express it? Yes, if any
other human being has the right o express it
Standing under the 1l ig of nuture” —ah;too broad for
these reverend gentlemen—Standing nader the tlag
of nature, I am the equalof every other human being
in that right, (the right to think and the right to ex-
pressit) If I have not that right, who has? If I
lose my right, when did that gentleman get hisy If
Mr. Smith has noright to think and Mr, Brown has
no right to think, and Mr. Thompson has no right to
think, and thoge three get together to form 8
Church”—mark, liere is another canse for fluttering—
*“what right have they to think? [cltim no more
Lfor myself, than T give toull athers chieerfully. Ris
too estly in the history of this world, my friends, o
writea erced.’ O, what admonttion and sound ad-
vice is this, to those who gre making creeds, therehy
puiting shackles upon the meuntality of man, woman,
and child, in gaining a livelikood in maintainiog
such erced, Why it 1oo early to write a creed$
Here gre the reasons: *“ It is too early io the history
of the world, totell what is true, "' —sbzolutely—** it is
too early in the history of this world to write a
creed.”  *Onr fathers were sloves. Their fathers
were intellectusl serfs  There bas newer yet been
# free generation of men, and women upon this
globe.  Wait until we have had a few ages of
Iliherty. It will be time encagh the n to say. or under-
take 1o siy, what is troe It will ba time enough
then to give a philosophy to 1he werld ™

offending: these sentim:nts I have rend to you:
What is there in them, in fact or expression, that
oould esuse thesilebtest fo g £ opoasition to rise
in the mind of any humen being, whois not allied
m intorest, i thonghr, in edueation, mn feeling, with
some suparstition or ereed® Nothing at all, but what
every laver of libery, every maa who bellsves in
the right 1o think, free from prejudice, would admit
08 1 necessity to every buman soul,

1 now ak you to consider with me, #s directly
convected with ** The Liberty of Mun; Woman and
Child," what is involved in ** Fres Thought, Free
Speccl, and & Free Religion, ns the Basis of o True
Government.” I regret that my time for its con.
siderntion is so limited.  The freedom of thonght is
wnecessity, whether in the physienl body, or spirit
life, and is in barmony with the spirit of freedsm
universal, Not a license, simply, 08 undsr certain

influences and circumstances, individaals may be
persurded to believe in certain theories or practices;
but 4 grander und-rstandiog of liberty, wherein in-
dividual thonght, first of all thiogs, and the right to
think upon ull subjeets; is regarded gs the natural
and priccless inheritance of every human being, The

Tuis is the height and lengo of the **infidel’s"”
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outure of the buman strugture clearly proves the
right to think, If there is no freedom of thought
for the individual, there can be none in w larger
senge. The cla‘m of independence, in & nationnl
sense, or the Declaration of Independence of our
fathers, that we glory in, is but the beginning, the
blossom and full blooming of individual thought.
but the unitizing of the individual right 1o think, is
but the accumulation of this ¢lement and power, and
those who were engaged in the framing and pro:
mulgation of that declaration of frecdom, had no
right whatever to make it, unless it be based upon
the right of every individual to think for themselves.

Religion is not debarred from this necessity, any
more than the mere concerns of business, in life,
The right of fréedom to think rélatés to religion
more that all else. It relates to the moral force, with
a grapder scope, covering the necessities of human
life more thanp it does any other interest in that life.
In this morts! form, the priest may deny men the
right to think. As you read the history of the race—
the history of the past—you shall fiad priesterafi
and king-craft snd their interests upited. One
holding with lIron grasp, the physical eondition of
mankind; the other holding the spiritund and moral
powers of the race, and eontrolling them. If mun
conld be relieved from and brought up out of the
influence of such a combination of tyranny, he had
first to gain physical freedom. Bat that could not
have come #3 & boon to mankind, to the extent it has
in this new world, unless preceded by free thonght,
which finally blossomed out into the benuly and
glory of freedom in this free lund,  The physical
bonds must be striken from the raee, first, before
gpiritual freedom could be realizad.

The right to thiuk, in the individual, Ties at the
bagis of the acquisition of all knowledge and experi.
ence in life. The laws of axperience in life, the laws
of growth, development, all these are embraced
within the right to think. The being who has not
this right, has not the power to exercise it. If muan
did not possess the power to think, even themighty
inspiration of theInfinite could never touch or quicken
his soul. What is this huaman strocture, physically,
without the power to think? The right to thiok can
be demonstrated by any being who lhas the power
God lays no embargo upon the right of the individual
to think: You may question Him as you will, and
never got & frown from God. But you ean't question
a priest five times without being sont straight (o per-
dition; and never could in any age. Bul you may
question the All Father eternally, and only smiles and
joy snd rejoicing will answer you back and eneourage
you to search for the cause of all things. The power
and right to think i8 & primal necessity of being.

It follows, then, of necessity, if men possess the
power of thought, by tha decree of the Infinite, there
mst be & natural svenue to express that thonght,
What is it 2 The grand possibility of speech, by which
soul communicates with soul.  There are other ave
nues that the soul employs; the intoitions of being,
that not only express, but reveal the inner depths, as
speech never can.  But the glory of speech, and the
necessity of speech, are seen in all the conditions of
life, manifested by joy inexpressible, that each
being possésses the possibility of expressing the thought
that eacli has the right to think, Thisis the natural
consequence, then, of free speech The natural
sequence to the existence of free thought in the mind
—the power to think., Next comes, of necessity, the
power to express that thought. Tn this, as in the blos-
som, the power of thought is the bud, and the floral
kingdom, in all its matcliless beauty, possesses nothing
like this, * Solomomn, in all his glory,” was not array-
ed like o human mind, budding in infaney, in the
power of thoughit—the bud anfolding in speech--the
sweet and perfect blossom of that hud; giving forth
the fragrance of the soul, whicliis perfect love.

To realize the fallest development and banefit of
Free Thought, there must be Free Speccl. . Whoever
seeks or stlemp's to abridge either, is an enemy to
mankind! As Free Thonght is the bud, Fres Speech
i the blossom, and these ever give promise of fruit
which is found in a free religion.  These thice form
a glorious trinity, and become the basis of all true

government, The cultivation of the moral powers
of mankind les at the foundation of honest, good
gavernment, as certainly as they do of a true char-
acter for the jadividual  This is that intellectual
quality called conscience, which i8 the only true
measure of men or nations, It'is the ripe frait of
bud and blossom o all possible growth and develop
ment in both individual and national life, not only
in thisearthly condition, but in the unfolding and
blossoming in a higher state of existénce. For this
is the mensnre of min—the measure of angels—
light divine  'This 18 the fruit, the ripe fruit,
the full orbed glovy of that living power.  Develop
ment of fruit in allthat pertains to this life shows
this patural trutl, ard reveals the basis of all
things with Gd or mun.,  Au intelligent conseience
encompusses all that {s good, all that is pure, all that
is Lkoly, all that is 1rue and sincere; and naught else.
Thuis is the sum total, the vital essenceof free religion,
“pire aad undetiled" from taint of creed, or tyranny
of pope or priest, There are other ¢elements of mind;
and ull pature's forces are employed in the mingling
snd intermingling of these clements, blossoming
In the ife of the lower forms of existence ; in ths base
of the brain; in that which pertains to the physical
formsof life.  But the ripe, rich frait of the freedom
of speech is the frasdom of conscience, Tle-evidence
of this 18 seen in the history of the race It is because
conseience has been the polar star to some brave and
herniesouls in every age, that man has advanced to
liis present spiritunl development, It is because con-
science. as a mighty sovereign, held sway in some
minds, in every hour of peril, in the ages pastthat the
purple flowers of martyrdom and patriotism still bloom
upon the graves of the dead centuries! It was con-
seience in heroie souls that has made possible the ever
widening pathway of human advancement anp the
rolling centuries, sprinkled with the blood of martyrs
and patriots in ench succeeding age. It is because
there  is & covscience in  man  that the
grand progress of the race has teen possible,
trom the earlier forms of human life 1o the
present intellectual state, There sre unmistakable
signs in history, of growth, advancement. and pro-
gregs, from the lower conditions in which the race
nnce existed and outof which it came.  Yes, it must
come! There was no other way by which it could
come, by which the glorious estate of true manhood
—u true life—guided by the divine light of con-
science io esch individanl, can be reached  Would
vou know the measura of a nation's conseience, take
the true measure of the conscience of every man,
woman and ehild 1o ity you will have, the sum total
of ahie nution’s conscience  Just in proportion, as
you neasure that, you will find out the standard of
justice in the national life,

Andd), when you tura with saddened gaze to the
<ud buvoe that war is makiog at this time in the
Eust, can you not gauge the conscience of those
nations, ip their death struggle for the mastery ¥
What elements are chiefly manifest in this bloody
coutest ¥ The voice of resson is hushed in the din
and roar of battle, and the light of conscience is
shrouded with the black pall woven of selfishness,
strife, and carnage, Mad ambition, hatred, and
revenge rule the honr Again the Cross and the
Criescent are in g death grapple.  Blood-stained with
past contests in the ioterest of religion, these same
e¢mblems of mnational godliness and piety are now
waved over gory battlefields, of butchery and

slanghter. As the thumb-scrow rack and
gibbet wns once used in the interests of
religion, &0 it ie claimed that this slaughter

of human life, with all the desolation that war can
bring, is in the futerest of religion. In the light of
what history reveals—the dasolution that the present
religions war is making, the fear, the awful trep
idation, the envy, hate, and malice, the noited blus-
ter, and fun-farede made by most of the clergymen
of Unes, beennse one eolitary infidel came here and
uttered his thoughts in-a manly, honest, straightfor-
ward way—in view of all this, and much more we
might present of ostracism and persecution at the
present day by the leaders and professors of secta
rinn Oliristianity —faldy called religion=am Tnot justi-

It is

fied in exclaiming, as did the heroie Madame Roland,
whose indignant gaze fell upon th ¢ statue of Liberty
while awniting her execution —** Ol Religion | what
crimes have been, and are being committed ia thy
pame !" Why is this, do you ask ? Measure the
conscience, and you shall find the answer., Sce those
rufflanly flullies pounding esch other's facesto jelly.
Measure their conscience. Sce two reliyions nations
engaged in wholesale Dutchery of human life.
Measure their conscience., See men who claim to
have “ grace divine'—'* wisdom from on high"—
who preach and profess to be governed by the spirit
of puace and good will to all men, unite to assail snd
destroy the reputation and nsefulness of an honest,
upright, intelligent, good man, by shonting ** In-
fidel,” ** Heresy,” * Blasphemy”—simply becanse
there is an honest difference of opinion, and the
said *“infidel" has the ability and courage Lo express
his thoughts, Measure their consciences,

What do they all need? A buptism of free thonght
and true religion. If the chumpions of the prize
ring had a higher development in thoueht, and con-
science to eorrrespond, the world would not be shock-
ed with their disgusting brutality, If the masses in
Russia ard Turkey had been favored with the free-
dom of thought—of speechi—of the press, and could
bave known and felt the influenee of freedom in re-
ligion—the full power of an inlelligent conscience—
the horrors of the present deso'ating war would have
been avoided! Had the clergymen of this city been
filled with the epirit of our Elder Brother, whose
glarious life they profess to follow and emnlats they
could not have sneered at and unitedly sssailed an
honest man, because of a difference of opinion! All
that was eseential in the taachings of Jesus was de-
clared by Him to beembraced in** Charity.” Blessed
Charity!l How these lambelike ** followers of the
Lamb” have illustrated it! With such a religion,
how long will it be hafore these reverend tigers aod
infidel lambs will lie down in peace together! Then
will the millennium have duwned!

What does humnanity need? More ‘‘Fre¢ Thought,™
“ Free Speech” and ** Free Religiony” *' More
Light,” **More Room,” more, better and grander -
opportunities for every human soul! With these
must come intellectunl development; a broadsning
and deepening of the individual and public con-
science. 'Then shall men learn war no more; butl
peace, love and good will shall blossom every where
in human life, just in proportion us Free Thought,
Free Spesch, and a Free Religion are undersiood,
appreciated and enjoyed, as the fulfillment of that
God-desigaed liberty which is the natural right of
every man, woman snd child.

— et

THE TRUMP OF FREEDOM.

Awuke ye elumberiog sons of earth,

Let fre dom’s eall digpel the dearth

Which, like a ¢loud, doth hide the fight
From true investigation,

A call to arms once more resounds,

With clarion tones the hugle sounds,

It calls the valiant forth to fizht
For mauliood’s pres:ryation,

The cannon's roar—the glittering spear

That fi'lled your Inud with sorraws drear,

XKow rest in peaoe.  Yet, freedom's cause
Lies bleeding at your feet !

From priestly halls a sound is heard,

Like that which led to Calvary's deed!

“*“The right to think, the right to praise,
Must meet with sure defest,

* Our creeds and customs must survive

What e'er the cost—'tis thus we live;

'T'is thus we hold the world in awe
And make it do our hidding,

“Should we admit the right to think,

Or from God’s fountiin let men drink,

Our crafts would then in danger be—
Likewise our casy living."
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“ Our lofty spires like pillars stand:

Qur chimes ring forth over all the land,

While we proelaim 'tis God’s decree—
These things we must defend.”

““Ir we admit that man is free,
The oldest one may live 1o see
Our time worn systems pass away,
And freedom’s banver floating.
“* Qur ship’s afloat; the waves run high;
Our craft demands, we do or die;
No matter what the means employed,
In this is our salvation!
* But while we hold the reing of power,
With boldness say, ‘’tis but a shower *
Qur sk will ride the storm, we know;
Our cloyen feet concenled.
“ Now brethren, lot us hope nnd pray,
That all who oppose may pass away,
And ask our God, *their hands 10 wither
And pulsied be their tongues.'

“Our cause thus flourished in the past,

By use of force—sweot joys now lost—

Come dawn szsin—thy smils we'll grest,
Blest days of persecction.”

The star of truth with light divine

Will yet illamine ull coming time;

For creeds must die —A brighter day
Will dawn upon the world,

Now. 2[, 1877.

e R AR
THE EASTERN WAR.

Mankind have, in all ages, been subject to
differences, both in the action of the mind,
and their intentions. It has heen said that the
heart of muan was deceitful above all, else.
Whether this be trae or not, deception is often
practiced to conceal from others the real
intent of the mind.

It is not from the heart that these con-
ditions emanates the mind is the fountain or
well spring 1o human action,  The heart is a
function of the hody, but does not possess
power of thought Therefore we must look
to the mind if we would fathom the cause of
the effects which we see.

The mind of man is a mystery. Its
operations upon other functions of the being
are absolute. It is the controllivg power of
the world. It is mind that creates a desire in
the soul of the scientist to search after the
hidden truths in nature, Iv is the action of the
mind that creates a desive for knowledge. It
is mind that plans and directs the destintes of
nations. It is mind that directs the two na-
tions now engaged in deadly conflict. In the
mind wmiginated the form of the first deadly
weapon, and it has caused the perfeetion of
instruments nsed in the physical destruction of
thousands of human beings, often to gratify a
base desire for power.

PuE.

The mind force requires cultivation, mould-
ing, instructing; but as mind is the ruling
power, how is it to be governed and controlled,
Certainly not by compelling every other
furction of the being to yield servile obedi-
ence to its dictation, Nor by the destruction
of those who appose its rule.  Though it haye
the power to destroy its opponents, the mind
foree of the vietim still lives, and is still a
powersthongh not through the agency of the
sword. By the swift-winged bullet, the outer
form may be stripped of its power as an op-
posing body, yet the mind still lives, still acts,

and is a foree which, though unzeen, may be
felt.

The struggle now going on between the
two contending forces, presents a fruitful field
for study. Thousands are sent daily to onr
side of life, slainin battle; and for what?
What is the cause of the present war. Is it
in the interest of humanity, oris there another
motive underlying the ontward expression? 1
am aware of the assigned cause, but is it the
true one.

Russia on the one hand arrogated to herself
the position of defender of Christianity, or of
what she considers to be Christianity, Can it
be truthfally said that such extreme measures
are necessary for the prul,ectinn of any re-
ligiousidea ? Ts it the objeet and purpose of
religion to wage a warfare against a sister na-
tion, and thus send thousands into spirit life
who know naught of the realities of that life?

The sinews of war are found in the laboring
classes, the ignorant, confiding citizens, who
have less opportunity for mind culture thaun
their more favored brothers, who enjoy the
surprises that wealth can bring. The suffering
victims of war are the poor. What do the
peasantry of Russia know of the claims of
Ohristianity ? They are a priest-ridden nation
at best, trained to serve their masters like serfs
or slaves, and they follow their leaders like
sheep to the slanghiter, led by the False, decep-
tive teachings of priesteraft. Not only is this
deference shewn to the priest by the private
in the ranks, but the wman who wields the
royal seeptre bows i submssion to thelr man-
dates, and while the battle wages fivree, the
low mutterings of the priests are heard, in-
voking their fmaginary God oo crown their
armies with success!  Snch is the spiritual
darkiiess and depravity of these bhrave de
fenders,

While on the other hand, the followers of
Mohammed, with all the zenl of fauatics, rush
to the contlict in support of their cause, be-
lieving in the justice of ity amd who shall af-
firm that the Russian is not as much in error
as they, and the contest, instead of having any
vital religious interest at stake, is bat two
nations contending for the supremacy.”

Religion has often been made the seape-
goat of individual and national erime. If
ambition for an increase of tervitorv has
cansed war, it Lhas ever been the fate of
religion to be the asgigned cause.  And Chris-
tianity, as recognized by the world vo-day, bas
been the cause of more erime and bloodshed
than any other system kunown to maukind,
Millions of treasure is expended every year,
gathered largely from the poor of vour land,
for the ostensible purpose of extending a
system of religions teaching, that is of itself
wholly without a foundation of truth. And
yetm support of so false a system, millions of
treasure and thousands of human lives are
sacrificed yearly, Is it the principle of re-
ligion to thus seatter broadeast the hard earn-
ings of the poor, or sacrifice human life, and
send its vietims unbidden into a world they
know nov of 2 If this be religion, far be it
from me to countenance it, or assist in its
promulgation.

But the question airses, is religion the cause

of this great sacrifice, or is it the passions of
men, fed by the greed of avarice; a craving
for power and territorial extension! As this
proves to be the ease, then why attempt to
ghift the responsibiity from the trne canse to

‘one based upon supposition.

It has been said that the heart of man is
continually prone to eyil, but as the heart is
pot the organ of thought any more than the
hand, we must look elsewhere for the power
that impels. men onward in the road to de-
struction. The mind force of man is the
fountain from whence springs all theevil to
which the human family are heirs. It is with
the mind we must deal in our criticism of
what has oceurred in the past, is transpiring
in the present, or will become an experience in
the future,

It is the mind of man, whether in the visi-
ble material form, or in spirit form, that con-
wols the actions and directs all thonght, All
differences of opinion between individuals or
nations, originate in the mind, not in the
heatt, or the physical body. These funetions
are subject to the control of this force, and if
the mind is subject to influences outside of
itself, these forces should be analyzed by the
power of reason, ere the intelligence should be
bronght under subjection by the influences
thus operating. It becomes a matter of im-
portance to know what powers are thus opera-
ting, and their objects and purposes.

In the ease under consideration, it is plain to
be seen that the difference arvises, vot from in-
fluences of a Christian or religions nature, but
a greed for power.  Men ave finite, and
whether they be priests or emperors, are liable
to ervs and when their religious sentiments ave
controlled by powers outsude of the individual,
It becomes a question whether their professions
can be trusted.  In this case, instead of en”
deavoring 1o bring the matter to an amicable
adjustment, through reason, brute foree is
resorted tLo.

In my comprehvnsion of the nature of re-
ligion, brute force forms no part of its trae cle-
ment or character.  When the pussions are
aroused, reason is dethrone!; and the devil in
man assumes the-ascendaney; the results will
therefore be devilish,

Can a more deplorable condition be con-
ceived than thay of  the poor defenseless women
and children, whose homes are outraged by a
debased and wanton soldiery, their bodies
living sacrifices 1o human lust and bratality!
And yet, it is said that all this in defence of
religious principles, for the protection of
certain rites and ceremonies!

Is it possible that good ean come out of such
extreme measures ?  Is it possible that the
Christiang’ God demands such wanton bar-
barity, in order to prove his love and kinduess
toward his wayward children? This is what
18 seen to be hourly transpiving.  We, who are
relieved of the physical form, are witnesses
of the perpetration of erimes which would
chill the blood of any being having the least
sympathy for suffering.

Upon this basis in the past, were the present
religious systems founded, and their offspring
follow most faithfully in the footsteps of their
llustrious predecessors.  While the shricks of
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ontraged women, and the cries of defenseless
children  ave ascending  heavenward, the
Christian world stands gnietly aneoncerned,
and by their actions stimulate the authors of
stich base erimes to further deeds of violence;
andjwe listen to the petitions of those filling
desks called sacred, who invoke the God of
battles to grant sueccess, and erown with
victory the arms of the invading foe.

Difference of opinion, whether in matters of
a religions nature, or political, is a  right
granted from the all-wise Father. Tt is natural
for mankind 1o differ in mind. The construc-
tion of the human organism is of such a na-
ture that whether they wish it or not, differ-
ences will arise.  In these differences, man is
sovereign.  No power outside of him has the
right to say—this is the path, follow it The
first attempt is an abridgement of man’s sov-
ereignity, and the maun or nation who arro-
gates the authority to dictate, becomes a
usurper. I care not in what department of
life, the principle is the same,  Actions often
speak more plainly than words, and the nation
or individnal who assumnes to dictate the course
to be followed by another, becomes a tyrant
in fact and deed.

1 am aware of the difficuity that has existed
fora time between the Tarkish government and
a wesker power, but does that justify the
resort to a merciless war?  What are these
differences?  They are infringements of
personal vights.  The province of Servia had
a right to their own form of worship, and
therefore the Turkish govermment were the
aggressors,  But is there no method of adjust-
ing religions differences, without resort to
carnal warfare ?

The religion taught in olden times,was an eye
foran eye,and atooth for atooth. Where then is
the difference between the Mosaie theory and
that of to-day ? Is not their position the same ?
Is there any more spirituality in sentiment or
practice than was taught and practiced in the
time of Moses and Joshaa?  Where then are
theteachmgs of Jesus exemplified, and wherein
has the world been bettered by the teachings
of the Chmstian doctring or principles? [If
Chyistianity does not teach morality, of what
benefit 1816 to the world 2 If human passions
are only held in check by the force of arms, or
the power of law, of what avail is all the
preaching and praying listened 1o every
Subbath, and repeated at intervals through the
week, It is not necessary to go away from
home to find examples. In the late struggle
in your own land, scenes were enacted that
will forever stain the fair name of your country,
And yet the person who should say that the
United States was not s Christian  nation,
would be branded as a defamer of vruth.

Systems of morality, or religious theories
thav do not possess within themselves prinei-
ples strong enongh to hold in check the pas-
sions of men, or the tyranny of kings, are of
themselves worthless as instructors, The ef-
fect of war is to brutalize the feelings and
sensibilities of mankind It changes the senti-
ment of whole nations. All the finer emotions
are oyerwhelmed by the feelings that run
riot in the individual, and in the lite forces of
the vation.

Although there may seem no good ground
for adjustment of mnational diffienities that
will arise, iave men become so lost te moral
sentiment that they cannot meet as brothiers,
and by wise counsel, adjust the differences ex
isting, withont resort. 1o the sword? If
within the two thousand years that haye
nearly passed, Christianity has not presented
any better way Lo support her claims than bar-
barons warfare, then as 4 System it is & failure.

The nattons that-ave now struggling, are but
opening the way to other complications,  All
the powers of the world are interested in this
struggle,  In your land a certain class are
praying for the success of one side, and the
downfall and destruction of another power
thus assuming to dictate to lufinite wisdom
which is right, and which is wrong; a truly
pitiable spectacle, to see the Christian world
thus casting aside the principles of love and
charity, and accepting the demon of violence
instead.  Millions of unfortunate beings who
had no part nor lot in the matter, are thus
made yvictims to satisfy the greed of arrogance
and power. And in every edifice where men
congregate to worship the Infinite Father, are
heard the voices of those who claim to be his
chosen servants, inciting Lo increased fury the
heated passions of sectarianism,

Is this a veligion that shoald be spread aver
the land ? Rather leviv fall into oblivion, and
something more in harmony with love and
charity be sought for and adopted. I is not
the mission of man to destroy his fellow man,
but rather to assist 1o elevate him by education
and example.

But you ask, if Christianity is a failure,
where are we to lock for truth?  And how
many will bedieve me when 1 tell them where!
And yet, 1t is trne that there is a way through
which mankind can learn of systems that lead
not to violence, It is by consulting with those
who have passed beyond the material inflo-
ence of life; who from their positions can
read the buwman soul; and reveal its secret
workings. Man reads from the onter surface,
He forms opinions from outside observation,
and arrives at conclusions from what appears
to be the motives actuating others. The cover
of a book may present unfuvorable impres-
sions, but if the pages are peruged, sentiments
beautiful and inspiring may be found therein.

I am not here at this time to write in favor
of either power, for both are equally guilty of
gountless wrongs upon maokind, It has ever
been thus, when the religious sentiment has
been controlled by priesteraft; and the bloody
seenes like those now transpiring have been
the result.  What is the remedy ?  Lev every
person be their own lighpriest and king:  Aet
upon the intelligence received, which comes
through God’s appointed channels. Every
human soul is a channel through which good-
ness, love and trath will flow, if not ceramped
and hedged up by designing men.

To the advoeates of Christianity is due the
disgrace of those scenes which are now trans-
piring.  When the council of nations in spiriv
life ware able to impress upon the minds
of men in high position the necessity of a
council compused of all patwnalities, for the
adjusvment of natioual differences, and such &

couneil met, the hosts of heaven chanted songs
of praise and gladness, There was a prospect
that war might cease; but in an evil momeut
the wise counsels were forgotten, and the
warning voice unheeded, and men again found
pleasure in staining their hauds in the blood of
their fellow men.  And amid their Te Denms
and loud hozannas they seized the spear and
sword, and-went forth 1o obey the mandates
of a kingly power, by destroying theinnocent,
and laying waste the goodly heritage of their
brothers and fellow mortals.

it has been my mission since passing to
spirit life, to aid and assist the weak and de-
fenseless, and in that capacity [ have visited
the land of strife, to assist the unfortunate
who are swept from your sight by the destroy-
ing implements of warfare. Could the condi-
tions of those who come from sach scenes to
spirit life be presented to mankind, and they
be impressed with its reality, there would be
no more wars, no more bloodshed. The soul
of man would revoly from being the cause of
so much agony and suffering,

Much has been said in reference to the fate
or destiny of mankind. It has been claimed
that man forms his own desting,  This s true
in & measure, but not in all eases or conditions.
Wihen men are allowed the liberty of thonghy,
and no power assumes to dictate a line of
action or thought; then man forms his own
destiny.  And uuder the like circumstances
nations form their own destinies; but wheun the
iron hand of ‘despousm is placed upon the neck
of mortals, man’s individuality is made sub-
jeet to the dietation of others, and circum-
stances thus  ereated form 4 desting from
which there is no eseape;, whiletn the physical
form. The power which is thus applied,
changes the being. The powers of mind are-
directed into unpatursl chaonels, and the
persons who are thus acted upon, are in a
measure gniltless of the acts they perform.
Nevertheless the law that hias been violated,
has its methods of redress in penalties that
will be applicable to the guilty,

While in this land dedicated to freedom,the
voice of the people is supreme, forget not
those nations who still bear the yoke of des-
potism, with little or no hope of change, until
the final change shall come, which will relieve
them from the chains of despotism. Let your
sympathies extend to those who are now
sufféring the privations of war. Bear i vour

petitions the defenseless and the orphan. They
are brothers and sisters, bound by ties that can-
not be severed, for all nations are members of
one family. "The difference in sentiment is the
result of  edueation, and influences that act
upon the mind and ereate an unnataral feeling
which grows and obtains control, often turain
men' into demons, when love and concor
should reign.

If & brother errin judgment, seek to con-
vinee him of his error. Do it in Kindness, and
in sincerity and love. Thus the star of destiny
will ever gleam bright in the horizon of your
hopes, nns; guide you in the path of duty to
bigher realizations in the Jand to which yon
are all journeying. Be you American, Russian,
or Mohammedan, the same land stretehies ont
befory you, when you have erossed the stream.
Seek wisdom and inspiration from those who
have passed to itsshores; and who realize the
effects of strife upon the spirit.

\ Trosas W, Dors.
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THE LANGUAGE OF THIE SOUL.

The nationality of an individu 1 is fre-
qiently known and determined by the form
and method of speceh ;—the manner of ex-
pressing the ideas, To a practiced observer
there is an unmistakable certainty that defies
all attempts at concealment. These peen-
liarities are not always ohservable when ming-
ling in the throng, but when one is with a few
chosen friends, the tongue finds a natural ave-
nue for expression.

There is a peculiarity in every soul life
which is distinctively its own, and which will
be always manifest, when it is allowed full and
free expression. These peculiarities are not
expressed at all times and places.  Existing
customs at, times seem Lo forhid the expression
of much that secks for utterance. Why is
this restrietion in a land dedicated to freedom,
where natural law has decreed that every per-
son should receive protection in their religions
ideas?  And be it known that the language of
the soul, when untrammeled, is always of a re-
ligious nature. The fear of what others will
say, compels too many to keep within their
awn hosoms the words that alone could give
peace anid comfort to the soul.

There is a language of the eye that gives ex-
pression to the mind quite as foreibly as words.
There is a peenliarity of expression whioh the
hands wmake, and also other funetions.  The
goul has a form of expression peeuliar to its
wants and pecessities, with more avenues for
expression than all other parts or functions of
the human strueture. The soul of man is the
fountain of life to all other organs. The life
of a man is the soul power that is ever seeking
for expression.  The body, which is the instru-
ment, is worthless exeept for this purpose. It
is the temporary home or place of shelter, not
unlike the simple hat of the red man, but as
the soul grows and expands, it requites & more
extended habitation; hence the énlarged con-
dition of the mentalivy, like the stately man-
gion, with a variety of compartments; all fur-
nished to meet the wants and necessities of
the oceupant.

The soul of man is that part of his organ-
ism which communes with the higher intelli-
gences through the spirit as a channel; not
throngh the outer form. When the soul
enjoys high and holy aspirations, the soul force
alone is used. The physical form may per-
chance be engaged in the performance of
duties natural to its sphere of life, but the
soul may be holding sweet converse with the
angelic hosts whaose homes are far remoyved
from the troublesome seenes of earth.

It is said that the tongue is the means of
conveying ideas from one person to another.
But it can b done without that organ. One
person can, by writing, give expression fully
as elear’ as another ¢an by speaking. It is not
neeessary to haye articulation of sounds for
the soul to hold communion with the Infinite.
Silent meditation is the true langnage and
form of expression used in ecommunion with
the powers that control and regulate human
affairs, IT Deity possessed attributes similar
to mankind, it would be necessary to have the
use of the vocal organs. But when He is
comprehended in His trae character, thongh no
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audible wovds be spoken, yet the Tufinite ear
can hear, and the Infinite soul feei the wants
and needs of even the tender child. Tvis the
communion of soul with soul that brings to
mortals relief, when none but the all-secing
eyeand the ministering spirits can come en
rapport with the soul of the being.

The spirit of mortals is the outer form or
covering of the soul. No person can sce the
sonl; the spirit form may be seen, and often
is by those who possess elairyoyaot sight, but
the soul never. Neither can mortal or spirit
see or know anght of the Infinite soul only
through onter manifestations.

Mankind are like the flowers, and there are
many beauties even in the most unsightly,
When you penetrate beneath the outer form,
there is found the soul; and though erushed
and denied expression, yet it exists; and
though compelled to remain dumb for i time,
yet in the future, even the most oppressed
will hold sweet communion with the soul
life of the Infinite.

A theory has been tanght that man was by
natare depraved and corrupt, and only by the
interposition of Divine power uand certain
means of grace could this mass of corruption
be healed, Ts the soul debased, and the spirit
defiled by coming in contact with the outer
form material ? It so, then is nature’s econ-
omy defeetive.  When we examine muan, we
do not find such a mass of corruption, as
theology elaims.

It is true that men perform deeds and acts
at variance with nature. But why do they ?
Because false to naturve; and there must be a
cause for this false position.
ever knew was the theological tenching of
which it is the divect result, It takes man-
kind away from themselves and wvature. sod
impregnates their minds with the delusive
theory that they are helpless heings, wnd only
by grace divine can their conditions be
changed.  Were this true, then indeed would
mankind be objects of pity.

Jesus paid it ally is a sweet sound for a
spiritual bankrupt, - How many are willing to
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sit. with folded hands and hope that spme dear
friend will come and lelp them breathe
heaven’s sweet air. If their debts are paid,
whav ¢are they by what method it is dove. Tt
15 of httle benefit Lo an individual to know that
another has assumed the responsibility that
belongs to them to bear, Does it heal the pu-
trifying sores? Are they any more meu than
before?  Are they not worse off? Does not
the performance of such an act, thongh in
love, prove an injury to the person thus fa-
yored 2 Certainly; because contrary to nature.

There 15 a certain status for each person 1o
oceupy. When they first euter the world of
materiality, they are heipless, and a constant
charge upon parents or guardians.  Years
must pass away bhefore they can be of any
use as citizens. What woald be the effect
upon the mind of the individual, were le
taught that all the necessaries of life had been
provided; that all bills had been paid in ad-
vanee 2 What wonld such a person’s Iffe be
worth to the world? Yet this is what theology
is constantly teaching, in a moral and spirit-
ual sense, “Jesus paid it all” Is it any
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wonder that the spirit world is full of spiritual
bankrupts and paupers ?

These festering sores that fill the moral ai-
mogphere with their offensive effluyia, are
ansed by those who in their ignorance and
blinduess teach the contiding soul that there
is nothing fov it-to do, but to exclaim—Lord
I believe, help thon my unbelief, Such absurd
ideas are moral cancers eating into the soul
life of the vietims,

Mankind are not paturally vile. There is a
spark of gooduess in every soul, however de-
praved.  The mind force comes in contact
with outward inflnences, and the soul is ever
asking for a recognition of the powers which
belong Lo it to exercise. Thesoul feels the nes
cessity of work, The mind still adheres to the
systems taught, and there is a conflict between
the two. If there was a rational system of
teaching, this struggle would not exist. If
the mind force was edncated in harmony with
the soul force of the being, the most perfect
harmony would exist.

The soul requires the spiritfor a covering, as
the spirit nses the physical form. If the soul
15 the measure of the man, it 18 the amount of
soul possessed,  The physicil cannot limit the
size of the mmer man, but it s possible for the
outer man to so compass the soul, a8 to leave
no avenue forits expression: It is often said
that a person who could be induded to perforii
certain aets in violation of law, and against
the recognized demands of 4 true life, has no
soul.  The soul exists, but its nsefulpess has
been by a worldly selfishness; that lowers man-
kind from: their natural standard of nobility.

Whenever there s mental oppression; the
soul is forced tosuffer.  Itis the inherent de:
ste of the soul to be free. Every aspiration
is for frecdom. Henee the conflict between
The soul, through the
spirit, is stirring the inner man to agtion,
making him bold toassert his individual rights,
while theology forbids it.  The soul of man
ever responds to the soul  of the Infinite,
and if allowed the freedom which is its legiti-
wate: right, the most perfeet harmony in all
the various conditions of  life will be the
result.

Were men by nature depraved, little good-
ness could be expected from them, for that

man and principles.

would imply that the inner man was like the
outer—of the earth, earthy. Bt who will
dare assert that the soul; the seat of life, the
germ of  goodness implanted by the sonl of
Deity, ean be otherthan pure? Tu is only the
outer man that is affected by the corroding in-
fluenees of the material. The soul is ever
geeking to throw off thexe c¢onditions, but as-
sociations and the influence of education hold
and cripple it in its expression,

Buu in the future the sonl of man will rise
above the earthly conditions.  When the ma-
terial shall have grown feeble and the spirit
strong, then will the soul rise to its proper
spliere, and lead on to the paths of peace and
holiness.

Few men séom Lo realize the effect of eduea-
tion upon the soul and spivit.  The general
custom is to cave for the wants and necessities
of the onter man, and much valuable time and
treasure is spent for this; but when the educar
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tion of the inper man is demanded, little ef-
fort is put forth.

All that comes from the inner sonl life, if
allowed free gvennes of expression, will be
pure and spiritual. Tt is the desire of the soul
to be brought nearer the Infinite sonl. As the
infuny craves the presence and smiles of the
motlier, g0 the soul of man is ever seeking the
true, the pure and good. And the time will
come when the strugeling soul will fuod that

\ 6
rest for whieh it has labored long and earnestly.

Perbaps not iu the material conditions of life,
but this is possible.  And it is far better if the
duties necessary for this experience are entered
upon in the earthly.

Tvis like laying the foundation of a struce-
ture. It is better to da it av the proper time,
and when you have all the material necessary,
you ean tien lay one stone npon another, and
80 cement them together as to make a founda-
tion that will withstand all the elements. This
the soul asks of you, and beseeches you to do,
knowing that in the future, if you labor
earnestly, you will faint not; but will be re-
freshed by the streams of love that flow from
the Infinite fonndation, whose waters are
sweet to the taste, and which make life in
gpirit one eontinual season of enduring peace
and joy.

T. Srare Kive.
e

THE IDEAL AND THE REAL, OR
THEORIES AND REALITIES,

The world of mateviality is a world of theo-
rien,  Eyvery man has a theory, but how few
are reduced to practice.  Each church organi-
zation has a theory by which the world is to
be remodeled, and made (o conform to certain
lines carefally deawn. The politician has lis
theories, by means of which a marked change
is to be wronght in the life and destiny of na-
tions.

Euch person iz sauguine of guccess, if his or
her theory is adopred, for each one regards his
own as the sole essence of wisdom.  Much
eonfusion wud turmotl resnlt from so much
theonzing, and so little of the practical.

Generally spesking mortals live two different
lives. Now they live inaivcastles and again they
are brought to realize thay they are inhabitants
of an earthly sphere, which has its demands
and reguisitions upon them,. Mortals are prone
to follow the shadow rather than the substance;
to live in the ideal rather than the real. These
dual elements exist in man’s nature, and it is
well that they do, but mun should hayve a bet-
ter understanding  of himself, and learn that
the loftiest ideal may become the real, IHe
shonld Yirst be able to grasp the realities that
demand his attention on the mundane sphere,
and then he can truly enjoy the ideal.

The human form, thongh possessing divine
attributes, is nevertheless an inhabitant of the
world material.  While oceupying that form,
man is brought into closer relationship with
the world of matter than with the spiritual
elemen’s; and in that state he belongs more to
the material. But he should not devote all
lisg energies to the aequisition of material
wealth, If the true ideal of life were con-
sidered, there would be a higher conception of
its duties, and the mind, accustomed to reali

ties, would learn to look upon life with a
deeper interest,

Wherever only the ideal controls, in the
mind, it gives a false color to all things, and
naturally grievous disappointment muast result.
But if there is a proper balance between the
idenl and real, it brightens the heart when the
storms of adversity beat from withont, and
gives hope for  brighter condition. [y does
not then paint pictures in such a false light,
but represents what is real. It is natural for
man Lo theorize npon all subjects; and there
is too little applieation of theories. When a
theory is proven to be correct, it should be
adopted, but when it proves delnsive, it should
be abandoned. All theories should be thorough-
ly tested, in order to ascertain whether they
are real or imaginary. ]

This element of mind is divided into two
general classifications in the human family;
the imaginative and the practicnl, The for-
mer live in the clouds, while the latter retain
vheir relationship with the things of carth
Even the law of gravitation seems powerless
to hold the first named atall times to a true
recognition of things real. It is not in-
tended that man shall dwell amid ethereal
budies, until he has a form adapted to those
localities. It 15 evident that mankind wereex-
peeted to cccupy positions on the mundane
sphere, and while there to familiarize them-
selves with what pertains to that condition of
existence, Thus they become familiar with
the realities, and not the unreal.

Men havéea theory that all things are the
work of God, special creations, the resnly of
special deerees. This has the effect to lead
the mind away from the realities of life. God
never ereates anything, not even man!  Men
ereate, devise plans; and form eonaitions, and
continuxl change may be observed in their
works. The Infinite Power in man, and in ni-
ture, is the life force.  Wherever life exists,
there is Divine power manifest, and it is a
reality.

All patural produetions, whether in animate
form, or otherwise, are real, and there is no
mistaking their Divine origing nor ean man
successfully counterfeit them. Men are taught
to look upon their surronndings ns special pro-
ductions, instead of being taught that they
are the result of natural law. Nor is ths
wlone the ease in religions organizativus, but
in all phases of life; municipal, State and na-
tional affairs are often referred to as Divine
interpositions.  This creates & barrier to in-
vestigation, and instils in the mind a willing-
ness to be led by an invisible power, without
questioning the result.

It has been said that man proposes, but God
disposes. If mankind knew more of Deity,
they would not Tay so nuany acts to his charge,
When man learns to view Deity fn his real
character, he will refrain from importuning Di-
vine asSistance in the furthering of schemes
and projects that are of his own creation, and
designed for personal henefit,  This ideal con-
ception of the Infinite enters into all condi-
tions of life. Mankind have been educated to
believe Deity an ever present servant, to do the
bidding of mortals, or grant their reguests in
material affairs, The Divine presence is in-

voked to gunide the councils and deliberations
of those whoss province it is to enact laws.
But what & hollow mockery it is. It is the
duty of the lnw-making powers to create new
systems, which shall meet the emergencies of
the present, and revise past enactments that
they may be made applicable to the present,
and serve a8 4 basis for future enactments.
Mapkind alone possess the creating power.
All things which emanate from the Infimte,
come by growth, And the cause, though un-
seen, is veal, as the effect proves. Man changes.
The sentiments entertained to-day are not
found practical to-morrow, A person may be

on the high pinnacle of fame to-day, and soon _

down in the deep shadows of forgetfulness,
heeause the foundation upon which, he built
wis not real,

Deity never makes any special interpositions
for the benetit of any person, or in the interest
of any elass, The belief that he does, is the
result of edueation in the ideal rather than the
real, It in the chureh, that which is unreal
will be the object of worship instead of that
which i real; and the manifestations of the
life will show it. There will not be trae spirit-
uality, but a desire for outward show, regard-
less of what the hife is.

This is one cause of so many failures in husi-
ness.  Tho true basis is fost sight of, in the
desire 1o be considered more weaithy, perhaps,
than one really is. Past events in the history
of many haye demonstrated the truth of my
statements, Two lives are thus often lived in
one,  The real life which one must live in their
own seeret consciousness, and the ideal life
which is lived for others.

The butterfly is beauntiful, with its golden
ipped wings, but its existence isof a trapsient
pature. There are many haman  butterflies
that flost in the sunbeams of popular opimon,
but when analyzed in the cruecible of real
worth, they are valueless.  Surronuding con-
ditions often bring out the real worth of an
individugl,  These may be regarded as special
providences, but if men studied the realities,
they would see fewer special acts,and far more
natursl eonditions,  God works through eon-
ditivns. Man cannot do differeutly. Whatever
he does, or wherever he may be, conditions
must govern. If he sail in a balloon, either
real or imaginary, conditions will briug him
Lo another earth agan,

The nearer man conforms to nature, the
more real will be become, becanse natural,
And the more natural, the move spiritual, The
controlling power in nature, is spirit, and the
nearer man lives to her requirements, the
yearer he will be to the Infinite. Tt is not ne-
cessary for spiritnal  development that all
things of aun earthly chameter should beignored.
Rather try to spirithalize all thirgs around
your.

At times the surronndings of life are dark
and forbidding in all their aspects and bear-
ings., Darkness and gloom are the effects,
What are the causes? Do not aconse Provi-
dence with dealing harshly with you, but see
il there is not something laeking on your part.
Have you furnished the necessary conditions
through which the more pure and elevating in-
fluences conld come, It is frequently the case

b
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that mortals fail to do this, and dissatisfaction
is the result. Mankind naturally prefer the
good things in life, but all'are not inclined to
put forth an effort to secare what they covet.

There are many Spirvitealists who would like
to be known as truly spiritually-minded, but
they cannot rise vo that standard of human
excellence, whereby true spirituality can be se-
cured. T'here is much surface Spirtualism,
as well as surface religion of other kinds, The
love of earthly treasures engages attention,
while the spiritual elements are seeking for
recognition. The individual is conscious of
this, but so strong is the love of the transient,
that it secures the mastery, while the real
treasures are lost 1o view.

The lives of pations are dual in their nature.
There 18 Wie 1deal and the real.  Your own va-
tionsl affairs are more or less affected by these
conditions. Can we not see wherein reform-
atory measures could be instituted, and a more
pracucal system adopted ¥ Every party has
more or less of elements or conditions,—one
theoretical, the other practical. Iv is the
theoretical that ereates differences, When the
safety of the nation is threatened, there is a
cousolidation of forces. The ideal is lostsight
of, that the réal may be secured and perpetu-
ated,

The late struggle affords an illustration
The South had been educated o disregard
the interest of thewr northren brethren, They
cousidered themselves superior, if not in num-
bers, in prowess, and had no hesitancy in in-
augurating the struggle. The northern mien con-
sidered therr southern brethren inferior in hum-
bers aud power of endurauvce. When the con-
fliot druse, vach party was for a time engaged in
an ideal warfare. 'Phey were sbove the material
plane for a ume, but when compelled 1o deal
with realities; they soon began vo feel acertain
degree of respect tor esch other. It is s in
all phases ol Life.  Wlhile the mind 15 inflired
with the unreal, no permanent sdvancement
can be made. Iv is only when the yisionary
ideas are replaced by tlie real; that the wind
expinds; dnd progress can be made.

1 have alluded o the  paritaal dlements and
conditions, and 1 wish to consider those matters
a little. 1 may not be considered muen of a
thevlogical ressoner, but L hupe w make my-
sell  understood.  Spantaalisay, L0 be aecept-
able 10 Lty wass of waukind, must be wade
prucucal. At present, Spuitualisis are o
wuch iuchined to float above the materiad -
verse, aud do bot reach ther tellow wen, 1ue
possession ol spustual koowledge does not, or
should nov enutle a person o withdraw trom
the compaunionship ol others.

The pussession of mediumistic power is &
navural inheritance for the benetiv of all. Na-
ture ereates no barriers to exclude the honest
investigator, If she has imparted medium-
istic powers to au individualy 1t 1s for pracuical
purposes, that fruit may be gathered. But il
you ullow the tree to grow so tall that the
fruit 18 beyond the reach of those who would
gather it, they will be compelled to await the
process of time when the frait may fall,  But
in that eveut, iv often receives bruises that are
detrimental Lo its preservation,

Spiritualists should continue to reside in the

material world, and make nge of their spint-
ual power to benefit their sarroundiogs. One
great barrier to spivitusl progression, is the
mpricticabiliyy of many Spiritualists, There is
a class who, like wandering Jews; journey
from place to place, with no visible means of
support; they are no doubt possessed of me-
diumistic powers, and perhaps ave led by some
spirit, a8 they assert; bou what inflaence has
such a charncter upon an intelligent com-
munity ? It i not a real, pracrieal life.

Spiritualism is a science, and is worthy the
attention of the most seholarly in your land;
but such minds naturally seck for realities.
When such conditions are demonstrated, it
naturally attracts the intelligent. The perse-
cutions so often referred to by Spivitualists, are
more ideal than real.  Mankind are willing to
listen to a new doctrine if it i3 presented on a
basis that can be comprehended.  Ivis folly to
attempt Lo teach the science of astronomy to
a person who bas not yet mastered the alpha-
bet.  Spivitualisin is Wn  instructor, and in
order to be made instructive, it mast be made
comprehiensible. The spitual philosophy can-
not be compassed in one artgcle, or in one
bour's diseourse. It is the philosophy of life;
old, yet ever new; both theoreticsl, and ever
practicable when properly understood.

The air that ig breathed inte the lungsis to
give life o the body, and Kkeep iv in motion.
Ivis vo the body whau steam is 1o the engine.
You cannot generate steam by theory.  You
eannot keep the heart in motion by theory., It
requires. positive applicetion of hile’s torees,
Those who represeut Spiritnalism should stady
1o make all demonsteations clear and practical.

There iz wo much flouting throngh space,
without chart or eompass, by Spiritualists
while they are dwellerson the mundane sphere,
Do not be wo desivous of leaving your old as-
sociations,  Suudy to know wore of the real
in lite while in the material. Iv will be of infi-
nite value when you pass to the world of re-
alivies.  Iv is difficult w fost in space while
eucumbered with a mawensl form.  Rather
study the law of conditions that you muy at-
tract Lo you those who have preceded you to
the world of spirit. Relieved of their cum-
bersvme bodies, they cujuy the pleasure of
pussing and repussing. Your fight would be
bt the thght of tauey, swd wot buing practi-
vl would produce no lasung benehit,

Let your daily lves be such that the world
mauy be convideed you have a reality.  As
Spintualista hecomes understood, its diyine re-
alities become the object Ju life 1o be sought
lur.  lis miuistering servauls are even now
journeying ewrthward, bearing the olive
braueh of peace aud good will Lo maukind,
The unreal 1 Lfe stuks vut of sighe hefore
thie sunfight of vrath, and man unfolded
aceept the troth, becomes the real savior of
the world; for "us wruth alone thay can give
prace. Trutly removes the shadows that fliy
across life's pathway, and opens the gateway
to a higher lile i the world of realities.

ClARLES SUMNER.

Ang. 28; 1877,
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SPIRITUALISM VS. THEOLOGY.

If mankind are naturally vile, why should
there be any solicitude for them, if the condi-
tions are beyond the possibility of mortals to
change ? The vileness which exists is owing
to the system of education in force. If you
can make a man believe he is of no particular
use to himself or the world, he will soon adopt
the ideal and reduce it to practice. If you can
conyince a man that he is a valuable member

of sogiety, he will conduct himself in such a

manner a8 to win the esteem and confidence of
those with whom he is associated.

If you can impress upon the mind force of
the individual that he has a spiritual existence,
separate and distinet from the material, you
will lead the mind to inguire into the condi-
tions of that existence. If youo teach the child
that no provision has been made for him, only
what he can obtain by earnest labor, he will
not sit with folded arms, but will be at work.

The difference between the spiritual philoso-
phy and theology is that one teaches that
another has paid your debt, and the other says
yon must pay your own. Which theory will tend
to develop the most complete manhood and
womanhood?  An answer can be had in the
every day transactions of life.

The spiritual philosophy, I aver, is the troe
method of unfolding all that is trne and noble
in human life, It places every man upon his
own responsibility, and leaves him to work
out his own salvation. And there are many
in spivit life who have come up through great
vribulation, having been compelled to contest
their position step by step with the dogmas of
theology. They are the victors. They have
listened to the voice of the inner man, bidding
them be true, be honest, to themselves,

The person who follows the teaching of
theology, canuot be true to himself, because at
varianee with the laws of nature. Mankind
ar¢ children of nature, and if they would be
true to themselves, they must recogmze and
obey her laws.  Theology ignores this, and by
=0 domng ignores the teaching of the All-father,
and therefore tends rather to curse than benefit
marikind.

The spiritnal philosophy secks to elevate
mankind, and the only way 10 do this is to
appesl to the spivitual pature of the being.
The body cannot veceive auy impression.  All
tdeas must be receaved throngh the spirit, and
this should be free to sanetion or disapprove
whatever is presented. How little spiritual
freedom is enjoyed by mankind. The majority
of men are strangers to it. Trey are deprived
of communion with the spirits of their de-
parted friends because theology denies the
possibility.

What will not theology deny? Did not
the theology of that day, deny the mission of
our Elder Brother, and nail his form to the
cross ? It has nailed to the cross every form
of religious free thought that has sought
avenues of expression, sinceé time began. Do
Spiritualists {eel that any exception will be
taken in your case ? Not the least. Theology
lias labored to crucify Spirituslism ever since
it beeame a recognized fact, nor will it cease
as Jong as so many willing instruments are
found whose only ambition is to live in favor
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with the party which exercises the domina-
ting power. Priesteraft in all ages has op-
posed the revelations made from the spirit
waorld, because it is the means whereby the
mentality may be quickened; and the slayve be-
come his own master.  The world is laboring
under the burdéns of priesteraft and priestly
rule, to-day, quite as much as when our Elder
Brother began his mission on earth.  Though
the forms used to compel obedience differ, yet
those in uge now are quite as effective in the
hands of a devotee of a blind religious de-
lusion,

The question for each one to settle, is
whether they will be master of themselves, or
bow i submission to the dictates of a power
outside of them. The issue is before you.
Woald yon be free meu and women, then as-
gert your God-given powers, and repel those
who would render yon slaves to do another's
bidding. The world must look to the spivitnal
philosophy for full and perfect freedom. Only as
the gpiritual conditions of mankind are unfolded
can there be scientific research, or the mystery
of life be solved. Spirit is the soul of all
things, and its voice is ever heard in opposi-
tion to the limits of the material.  Spiritual
science enters into all the avenues of Lnman
life, bringing out of the unknown realms of
spirit power manifestations of the divine. Tt
teaches man his proper position, and how to
attain it, both in the material universe, and the
spiritual world.

Much of the sorrow that afilicts the human
family, is autributable to the teaching that
Jesus has done all that is pecessary to secure
their future happiness. If this be so, what
cause s there for aunxiety ? What is the ne-
cessity of religious revolutions or reformation ?
In order to fully understand the effect of such
teaching, it is necessary to reduce it to a
material basis, for the spiritnal nature of man
is so subservient to the material, that they do
not. have a full understanding of spiritnal
things.

What effeet would it have upon a man, to
think that all debts he might contract would
be paid by some person, provided he had full
faith that it would be done, and felt sufii-
ciently thankful and grateful? Any person
ean see what the effect wounld be. It would
degrade a man in his own estimation, and hiy
life would be worse than worthless,

How much more noble for every man to
liquidate all claims brought against him, by
his own hand. This is what every one must
do spiritually. No one can eseape the results.
It is the Infinite decree, that changes not,

T, Sraee Kine.
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The spiritual growth of mankind does not
depend wholly upon what they hear, but upon
the use that is made of what is imparted. To
accomplish the most good to the greater num-
ber, generalities, rather than specialties, should
be adopted. The specialist, from the pature
of that element in the mind force, soon becomes
a being possessing but oneidea, and often, that
ideaat variance with what might be «een transpir-
ing in nature around them. This condition may
be observed among scientists, but where does

this specialty lond ¥ Novinto channels that bene:
fit the masses,for strange as it may appear; all of
the leading scientific minds of the sge enter-
tain ideas wholly materinlistic.  The  speein)
theory cannor develop the spirituality in man,
becanse it never reaches the soul life of the
being, but, as & specinity, deals with the ma-
tevis]l alone.  Ience, in my opinion, until the
seientific mind has become developed ap Lo a
condition that they can accept the science of
the soul and spirit, their tegehings to the ma-
jority of mankind will be détrimental,
Deriying the existence of soul and gpirit,
their theovies are antagonistic to what the
gpiritual philosophy teaches and demonstrates.
Henee, to present subjects wholly of o scien-
tific character from spiriv Iife, throngh media,
would prove an injury to the spriritual growih
of mankind, So far a8 seience hng demonstra
ted the facts conpected with the subject of
ereation, and the origin of man, a noble work
hias ‘heen begun; but so long asscientifie re-
search takes mankind no further than the grave,
it would be bettér to retain what the spivitual
philosophyteaches than to chiange for nneertiin-
vities.  All knowledyue is scientific in a degree;

tar better to seek first an understanding of

what God and nature teach through and by
plitlosophy, than to wander off into the unex-
plored labyrinths of wnature, that few minds
are as yet capable of investigating éven in part.
W, L R,
December 20,
e - etsee—

GEMS OF THOUGHT.

—The devil never yet tempred & man whom
he found judiciously employed.— Spurgeon.

—The readiest and best way to find out
what future duty will be, is to do present
duty.

—“Mrs. Henry,” said John, the other eve-
ning, ™ Why are yon like the devil?” And
when she went for him with the needle he had
hardly time w save himself by a quotation
about “sowing taresy” the other reasovs he
prudentially kept to himself,

—A St. Louis paper tells a story of a dis-
consolate widower who, on seeing all that
was mortal of lis late wife lowered into the
grave, exclaimed, with tearsin his eyes, * Well
I've lost gloves, P've lost umbrellas—yes; even
cows and horses; but I sever—no, never—had
anything cat me up like this,”

—When the plagne raged in Athens, as de-
seribed by Thucidides, the people gave them-
selves np to frantic dissipation.  Had it been
in & Christizn country it wonld have been the
occasion of a religious fast. Thus every op-
portunity that acts as a stimulns upon man,
whether good or bad, arouses sleaping and
often unsuspected passions,  All such activity
is according to the doctrine of Latont Lorees.

—Wonderful 48 was the cure Christ wronght
on the withered hand, he tanght his diseiples
that they shonld do greater works than these
that he bad done.  Following the line of his
mission and his great coneern, his weaning, no
doubt, was that there were moral deformities
to be repaired, spiritusl members of infimtely
more worth than physieal hands to be made
whole.

—Misfortune sprinkles ashes on the hiead of
the man, but falls like dew on the head of the
woman, and brings forth germs of strength of
whieh she herself has no conscious possession..

—A young wan having puta crown picce
into the plate in an Edinburg Church hy niis-
tuke, instead of & penny, asked to have it
back, but was refused.  In once, in forever.
“ Aweel, aweel,” granted hey 1 will et eredit
for it in heaven.” “ Na, na,” said Jeems, the
doorkeeper, * ye'll get evedit only for the penny
ye meant 1o gie,”

—How oursouls will live hereafter is not a
greater mystery than how our bodies do live
now. This world is not like a parlor, in which
we know all the furniture and every corners if
it were, we might well ghivink from death and
think it a door opeuing out of the known into
the fearfully unknown, Birth, growth, health
und sickness, labor wearying the body and
sleep refreshing it, food supporting it and
poisons hurting 1t—of life in every way we
cannot tell how it s,

And yeu there arve persons who shrink from
the future life, and some that do not believe i
it because they eannot tell in what way it will
be.  They do not like to think of death, be-
cause it opens into mystery; while they them-
selves are living in mystery,

We are afraid of what will become of our
souls; as though they could go anywhere else
than to Godi—Montford.

—Power in any direction ¢omes by the faith-
ful nse of obscurest abilities and opportuni-
ties, and on their climbing the higher bonnds
of activity and usefulness. The divine life is
no exception. However weak aud beset witly
impediments, through o watchful exercise of
ull capacities, yon may go from sirength to
strength until you stand at dast a perfeet man.

We emphasize this point. No man is per-
feet, who has not in active use every functiow
of his being. So'no one is spiritnally perfect,
who has not in lively activity every endow-
ment of soul. Such. wholeness is the very
meaning of Bible holiness. It is the true
spiritual eulture. Herein lies the necessity for
probation.  Perfect through the ordeal of
most trenchant exercise!  You must learn to
follow every voice of duty—lay hold of every
opportupity of unsefulness—keep hot every
forge and swing every hammer, making for-
aver the music of lifé’s busy anvil,

Tu the name of all that is pure, right, true
and good, you must stund always ready to en-
gage every situation at a4 moment’s wiarning—
to strike while the iron is hot, and make and
keep it hoy by swiking, So will you have “no
withered hand,” vo anused and ““latent force.””
“Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might.” It is not written, “Talk out
vour own salvation,” nor wish it out—nor sit
or sing or steal it ont, but work it out—work
it out with fear and trembling as honest men.
Our hands will not be teained for harp touching
and palm-waving in heaven by being carried
in slings all throngh this world,

They mnst be strengthened and enskilled for
eelestial uses by the ordinary duties of earthly
disgipleship.  When such conditions begin to
be fulfilled in some of us, then “look up, for

the kingdom ot heaven draweth nigh”—ZRev.
1L 0. Billman,
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It devolyes upon me again Lo express my
grativuda for the generous support extended to
our jouwrnal: ‘T'wo brief years have passed
away since we launched our bark upon the
waves of 4 restless ocean. The mind foree of
mankind may vruly be compared to the surg-
ing hillows.

Our little vessel, freighted  with precions
teuth= to mankind, must of necessity ment
these ever rolling surges; snd most gallantly
has it weathered the storms of prejudice, so
prevalent in the minds of those who are as yet
stiangers to the fact, that life does not end at
the grave, but continues after the physical
form shall have moulded back to its mother
elements.

It was the desire to awaken a spirit of in-
quiry in the minds of mortals that led us to
enter this field of lahor,and throngh the knowl-
edge which we vould impart, sssist in guieting
the storm, and bring to earth that most
precious boon, the positive assurance that we
still live, and living, are in possession of all
the powers we ouce possessed,

Having passed the dreaded ordeal, thiat men
call death, we are prepared to speak nuder-
standingly of the vealitics of life in the land of
the spirit. A few brief seasons have passed
gince I was an inhabitaut of your sphere, was
one of you inall thav periains to the welfare
of society and country. No person felt a
deeper interest in the unfolding of the mind
in matters of a spiritual nature.

Passing to spirit life while my mind was en-
grossed in the discharge of duties that de-
volved upon me, in the position which I
then oceupied; leaving the mundane sphere
with all its beanties so attractive to my, mind,
I found myself an ocenpant of a higher sphere,
differing somewhat in condition from the one
I had formerly ocenpied, yet very similar,

The natural activity of my mind could not
find plessure iu idleness, hence it early became
astndy with me how to employ my time in the
best manner possible for the unfolding of my
own spirit, and in givieg to mankind the faets
of spirit. existence. Though removed from
your sphere of life; yet I was cognizant of
what was trauspiring among mortals,

The problem was how to bring this knowl-
edge to mankind in a manner that would be
acoeptable, knowing as I did; the prejudice
that existed in reference to spiritual theories,
and especially in regard to the possibility of
the communication of spirits,

I knew something of the philosophy of con-
trolling a human organism, but not as much
as it hag been my pleasure to. learn by experi-
ence, The idea that bas found embodimentin
the control of human organism, has enabled
me to give from time to time what has come
nnder my own observation, of the realities of
the two worlds as they exist. It was my de-
sire to do this, but the possibility was beyond

what T expected to realize, until time had so
fur developed the medinmistic forees in man-
kind, that the two worlds should have a
ustnrdl line or ehannel of communication es-
tablished, throngh the agency of those in
herent forces that have. been implanted in the
human sonly but which a false system of ¢duca-
tion has blinded, and Tmight say crystalized,

I was pondering over these darkened con-
ditions of human life, when my friend in spirit,
Col. W, H. Reynolds, approached we, and ro.
vealed the faet of u channel being opened,
where the elements lor a prosperous commence:
ment existed.  Tu conuection with him and
other spirits, I entered upon the task of con-
trolling a human organism, that through this
channel we might give to the world, as best we
conld, what was of so much ioterest and im-
portance to mankind,

The fact that we ooald communicate, would
not benefit the warld at large, unless means were
employed to.give to all the soulinspiring as-
surance that life with, all its possibilivies was
continuons,  While we conld transmit our
thoughts and-ideas, material means and willing
hands and hearts must. be found in the earth
life 1o aid and assist us.

Without going inte a minute detail of all
the cirenmstances attending our enterprise,
let me say we found those who were willing to
he used, and those who were willing to cin-
ribute of their means to spread the truth
of our glorious phiiosephy, to all portions of
your Jand. For two years have we used
liberally of their hounty, and throngh the
means thus employed, hundreds of human
souls have been led from darkness to light. Tt
was the darkness of night that theology has
for aenturies caused to hang like a funeral
pall over your lair and beautiful land, Many
a sorrowful heart has been made 1o rejoice, by
reading the pages of eur paper. <

It has ever been our aim to give whay could
be comprehended by all, explainiag the natural-
ness of life, Instead of telling of a hourne
from whence no traveler can return, we bring
the sssnrance and proof that death and the
grave are but pearly gates to a heavenly state
aud place of rest.

Having thus far sneceeded in our enterprise
we Jook torward 1o greater trinmphs in the fu-
ture; and for that reason, I now appeal to all
who have read onr paper in the past, to re
member that each one has a work to do. Those
who would réad, should remember those who
are used as instrunents in ciroulating the glad
tidings of groat joy, eannot subsist, and per-
form their part of this needed labor, without
that assistance which comes from the pocket,
as well as sympathizing hearts.

Through our suggestion, the price of our
journal hias been placed at a sum within reach
of all, and we trust that our efforts may be
sustained, and the world benefited thereby. If
all who eclaim an interest in spiritual unfold-
ment, in the development of the mind, and in
the growth of spiritual knowledge, will take
the interest now, that when they come to spiriy
life, they will wish they had taken, thousands
will respond to our call, and as a result, more
light, more freedom, more knowledge will be

experienced, upon which human hfe can only

rest in security aud peace, as embraced within

the Infinive heart of all
T. Srane Kivg.

January 1, 1875,
——— PP P

WHAT NEXT?

We have never claimed to be a prophet or
the son of a prophet, but what we did ¢laim
as *“a sufe estimate”™ of public opinion, in
vegard to the sentiments nttered by Col.
Ingersoll, and which were unitedly assailed by
the clergymen of Utica, has been so fully veri-
fied by the public expressions of the most clo-
quent and influential ministers in this conntry,
thar we feel justified in devlaring that our
“estimate” of public sentiment is not only
fully sustained, but that the most radieal
sinfidel’ utterances of Col. Ingersoll, have
heen re-echoed from the most popular pulpit
in the land, and reaffirmed by the greatest
living olergyman!

In an editorial in the December number of
Tue Ouve Braxen, under head of “Spiritual-
ism in Utica,” referring to the enthusiastio
manner in which the bold, manly declarations
of Col. Ingersoll were received, we said:

“ We call attention to the suct of the pro-
gress in public sintiment plainly manifest by
the enghusiastic manner in which the Colonel's
most radical utterances were cheered!

Between vwo and three thousand people
were present.  Ihs fievce, eloquent denumeis-
tion of the doctrine of endless pumahmem, was
cheered to the echo!  * %

With the Bible story of oreation exploded
and the doctrine of eternal pumshment
abandoned with cheers, no wounder the clergy
of Utica took fright !

Since writing the above, as our readers will
observe in reading the extract we give from
Mr. Beecher’s sermon, the gifted exponnder
and best representative of modern theology
stands shoulder 1o shoulder with the eloguent
and popular lecturer of the West, as well as
our own humble efforts for years, in declaring
to the world that which Mr, Beecher now af-
firms to De “the most hideous nighumare of
theology !

EFrom the ¢ Amen corner™ of the Church of
hamanity—broad and universal—wherein there
is fullest liberty for *man, woman and c¢hild?
Brother Ingersoll and oarself rise up and *ex-
tend the right hand of fellowship” to Brother
Beecher, for his brave, earnest denuneiation of
thealogy®s < hideous nightmare”

But what shall we siy to our affrighted
brothers of the pulpit in Utica, who asssiled
Col. Ingersolls views as * blagphemous and
infidel, when denouncing *endless punish-
ment,” now that Brother Beecher has de-
nounced it more fiercely,even to the “swearing”
against it; though considering the calling of
Plymouths pulpit’s great light, the fiery sub-
jeet and bottomless object swore at, not in the
least blusphemous, nor the reverend gentloman
in any sense a blasphemer!

What will the clergymen say who denounced
the ideas of the intidel? Brethren, yon are
in a predicament.  We sympathize with youn.
It is not the fault of * Col. Bob,” this time.
You are respectfully invited to turn your pions
teleseopes from Peoria, 11k, to Brooklyn, N. Y.
—from the lycenm platform to the mightiesy
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pulpit in the Jand. Your pulpits rang with
loudest reports of all the ammunititon your
“small arms” could carry, pointed av the baek
of the great infidel, after he was entirely out
of range or reach. Now turn your guus upon
Plymouth Pulpit, face and fire upon one of your
own number, if you have the courage; becanse
of his “infidelity and blasphemy ! Dare you do
it? We shall see!
e =

MRS, LOUISE M. KERNS IN U110A.

This talented medium has been spending a
brief time at Utica, N. Y., and visiting some
of the surrounding towns, giving her ballot
tests; a phase of medimship in which she ex-
cels. Through the manifesfations of spirit
power and intelligence, which oceur in her
presence, many sad and lonely hearts have
been made to rejoice. Skepties and material-
ists have witnessed with wonder and amaze-
ment, the accuracy by which those supposed
to be dead have demonstrated the fact that
they still live.. The most skeptical have heen
compelled to acknowledge the existence of a
power, hitherto unknown to them; the ma-
erialist, who claims that all power is centered
in matter, and the grave the end of all there
is to man, have had their foundation swept
away, and though reluctantly, yet, have they
been compelled; to acknowledge the fact of a
power, superior to and able to penetrate mav
ter and give expressions of an intellectual
character, which indicate the preseuce of mind
powers, not found in material substances.

There is a peculiarity with this medinm, not
found in those who practice their profession
solely for the love of gain. All her manifes-
tations bear the unmistakable evidences of
honesty, her ladylike deportment, under the
most trying circumstances, carries convietion of
the powers she possesses. At every seance
given in Progressive Hall she has added new
laurels to her already world-wide reputation.

Such mediums are beneficial to the cause of
Spiritnalism, and are truly the world’s sayiors,
Through her manifestations, are given un-
mistakable proof of the immortality of the
soul. One seance with Mrs. Kerns under
favorable conditions, will do more to establish
the faet of spirit existence and conscionsness,
than all the theological sermons ever delivered
upon this planet.  Wherever she may go after
her labors close with us; she will bear with her
the love and esteem of all whe have witnessed
her manifestations in Utica.

. —seoe>—

VOICE OF TRUTIH.

‘We have received a copy of 4 paper bearing
this title. We feel to congratuiate, and cx-
tend the right hand of fellowship to onr
worthy sisters, and bid them God speed. The
fields of usefulness are growing each year
broader, and we welcome such earnest labor-
ers as Sister Schindler and her lady partner
Having a slight acquaintance with Mrs.
Schindler, we ean recommend to the reading
publie, any article from her pen, as coming
from a soul touched by the fingers of inspira-
tion from the higher spheres. Let all who can,
subseribe and aid in the good work.

Address 206 Union St., Memphis, Tenn.

THIRD EDITION READY.

We liave been obliged by the large and con-
tinued call, to publish a thivd edition of the
address delivered before the Progressive Hall
Society, Sunday morning, Nov. 18 1877,
through the mediumship of A. A, Wheelock,
in pamphlet form for general cireulation. For
the benefit of the clergy and others; a few
thousaud were scattered broad-cast over the
city of Utiea.

The pamphlet contains the able address of
T. Starr King; the challenge of A, Al
Wheelock to the clergy of Utica; to discuss
the ideas which they unitedly assailed in Col,
Ingersoll’s eloquent lesture; and a ringing
poem from spirit Edgar A, Poe, entitled, * The
Trump of Freedom” given through the me-
diumship of David Jones in the mechunical
control of his arm,

The pamphlet will be sent postage paid

i OIS S8 o oo s e wsels s sl taTareran ar D) OB
3 Copies,aes oy vewa s 10 gtp,
N L N i e by s 15 ots,
20 &F IATHI S ab e (aloren BT Rers o revatara bt B U MO LI
50, % AN P L TS R A
100 ¢ o s mens sew e e vie 00 CUS,

Ch e are iew s

fest e

Less e

ceeh sy

Friends of free thonght, free speech; and a
free religion, this is an excellent campaign
doeument, which ‘ought to be scattered far
and near.  Get them and spread thém round
among your neighbors and friends.

Address  Orive Braven, Utica, N.oY,
— —ete——
SPIRITUAL CONVENTION IN
VERMONT.

The Vermont State Spiritualist Association
will hold a gnarterly mass convention in IL
M. Brace’s Hall in Waterbury, on Tuesday,
Saturday and Sunday, January 18, 19 and 20
Board at the hotel for £1.00 per day.

Arrangements have been made with the
Ceutral Vermont, Connecticut and Passumpsic
River, Montpelier and Wells River, and Wood-
stock Railroads; to furnish free return checks
to all passing over their respective roads, and
paying tull fare to aitend the Convention,
Also, the line of stages ranning north from
Waterbury will earvy lor fare one way. Speak-
ers and Medinms are specially invited to attend.
Waterbury being a ceotral point, and amply
provided with halland hotel segommodations, it
is hoped and expected there will be a large ar-
tendance. Let us have a general re-union, that
we may brighten the Huks in the chain of
friendship and fraternity ; and if thereis any
seeming difference in modes, let us be but one
in spirit.  In addition to our home talent; Dr.
T. B. Taylor, sauthor of “Oll Theology turned
upside dosn,™ is engaged 1o be présent on the
oceasion, Among the most celebrated lee-
turers now before the people, Dr. Taylor
stands the equal if sot the superior. Like all
the great lights in literature, science, philoso-
phy and religion, he has come up from the peo-
ple—the common people—a selfomade mn.
The press has ngver failed to speak in the
highest terms ol him as a lecturery and his
name stands alongside of Theodore Parker,
Higginson and Frothingham. In addition, Dr.
Taylor hus o large collection of physical phe-
nomena as illustrations of the facts of our philoso-

phiy, the results of nine years patient and care-
ful investigation. With the array of talent
that will be present, we may reasonably hope
to have such a gathering as Central Vermont
vever witnessed. “Come one, come all)” and
show the people we are in éarnest,

Z. Gx..szn?u, Seeretary.
Gouldsville, Dee. 20, 1877,

S mseee—

—There is an ugly kind of forgiveness in
this world,—a kind of hedgehog forgiveness,
ot out like quills. Men take one who has
offended, and set him down before the blow-
pipe of their indignation, and scorch him, and
burn his faults into him ; and when they have
kneaded him sufficiently with their fiery fists
then—they forgive him.—Beechor.

— .o

THE HIDEOUS NIGHTMARE OF
THEOLOGY.

One of the strongholds of theology has
wgain been assailed ! The blow this time was
from within, not from withont. The doctrine
of endless punishment has received a deadly
thrust. It was not given by that “blasphe-
mous infidel,” Col Ingersoll, of Peoria, Il
but by Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, the sage of
Plymonth Pulpit; the most gifted, renowned,
and foremost clergyman in America, if not in
the world.

Of course there is a quaking among the
dry bonesof theology, at this fierce assault of
one of its mamn pillars, from one of their own
number, but it is one of the healthful signs,
that the sacred leaven of free thought and a
true spirituality is working in the minds of
men, and will yet blossom and bear fruit
abundantly,

The following extract from Mr. Beecher’s
sermon, which we take from the N ¥,
Times of December 19, will show how com-
pletely he disposes of theology’s “ bottomless
pit.” \

Mr. Beecher’s text, yesterday morning, was
the ninth verse of the first chapter of
Ephesians, and the theme of his discourse was
thie background of mystery which surrounds,
or rather obscures, all attempts (o teach or
understand the attributes and uature of God.
Men must learn these things by their own ex-
pericnee, and, in illustrating the difference be-
tween God and man, he said that man’s es-
sentind facnlties are precisely similar to those
of God, aud differ only in degrees, just as the
ehilld of four years, sitting on his father’s kuee,
has the same powers of reasoning as his father,
only that power m the fatheris matured, while
in the child it is weak and obscure. A man
would not hold a eandle out of the window
and say it was sunrise, and yet the same light
and the same warmth exist in the candle that
exist in the suu, thongh in an immensely dif-
forent degree.  Speaking of the Trinity, Mr.
Beeeher said that he believed there were three
persons united in one God-head, but if any
one should ask him why he believed it he
should tell him frankly that he did not know
anything abouv it, only that it was easier 10
believe that which he thought coincided with
the doctrine of the New Testament than to
contradict it. But he could not attempt to
explain it. Orthodoxy says that men must be-
lieve in the Trinity or they cannot come into
the Church, That is called orthodoxy, but he
called it heatheuism. It is not an easy thing,
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gaid Mr. Beecher, for an honest, conscientions
man 1o know just what to preach and what
not to preach, A man who values morality,
and who ha the good of his fellowman at
beart, cannot be careless as to the things he
ought to teach. Ilis own head had often
recled, and his mind had been greatly tronbled
when he refleeted upon his responsibility in
this matter, Tt was no easy matter Lo re-
move the rotten timbers and replace them with
sonnd ones, and not stop the voyage of the
ship, It was said thav Adam was ereated per-
feet. Tt was also said that Adam sinned, and
that in consequenve of that sin, the whole
human race fell, The human race had existed on
the carth for thonsinds and thousands of years,
and had gone on propagating and multiply
ing, until a1l the wavesof the ocean which had
rolled in upon the shore during those centuries
did not contain drops enough, nor the sands
of the sea particles enongh, not all the figures
of the arithmetic numbers enough, to compute
the preface, to say nothing of the body, of
the great history of the human race. The
numbers of ths human race were actually be-
youd eomputation, and for thousands and
thousands and thonsands of years they bad
been horn into the world, had lived, and
straggled, and finally died, and gone where—
where ? “If you tell me that they have all
gone 1o heaven, my answer will be that such a
sweeping of muod into heaven would defile its
purity, and I cannot acéept that. If you tell
me that they have gone to hell, then I swear
by the Lord Jesus Christ, whom I have sworn
to worship forever, that you will make an in-
fidel of me. The doctrine that God has been
for thonsands of years peopling this earth with
human beings, durng a period three-fourths
of which was not illaminated by an altaror a
church, ind in places where a vast population
of those people are yet withont thay light, is
to transform the Almighty into a monster more
hideous than Satan himself and T sweur by all
that is sacred that 1 will never worship. Satan,
though he should appear dressed in royal
robes and seated on the throne of Jehovah,
Men may say, ‘you will not go to heaven.” A
heaven presided over by such a demon as that,
who has been peopling this world with millions
of human beings, and then sweeping them off
into hell, not like desd flies, but without taking
the trouble even 1o kill them, and gloating and
laughing over their eternal misery, is not such
4 benven as I wanttogoto. The doctrine is too
horrible. T eannot believe 1t and 1 won't
They say the saints in heaven are so happy
that they do not mind the torments of the
damned in hell; but what sort of saints must
they be who could be happy while looking
down upon the horrors of the bottomless pit ?
They don’v mind—they’re safe—they’re happy!
Whit would the mother think of the 16 year old
danghter who,when her infant was lying dead in
the houseshould come singing and dancing into
the parlor, and exelaim, *Oh! 'm so happy
mother! L don’t care for the dead baby in the
coffin!” Would she nov be shocked?  And so
with this doctrine; and by the blood of Christ |
denounce it; by the wounds in his hands and
hiis side; T abhor it; by his groans and agony,
I abhor and denonnee it as the most hideous
nightmare of theology.”

——“»——
[Written Inspirationally forthe Mabron AND DAVEREAX.)

THE STRONGHOLDS OF OR1THO-
DOXY.
By Tuos, Warkes,

To one whose mind has imbilied the conta-
gious freedom of the nineteenth century, and
who has been baptized in the flood of restored
science and renovated spiritual liberty, it is a
matter for concern and wonder that the human
mind should be so loth to relinquish error

and so backward at accepting truth whey it is
presented in its sweet and native nukedness,
A mind formed, based, and cultured in an hon-
est eonseience, eannot but imagine  that
other minds should act from common motives,
and with the same incentives give similar re-
sults.  This, however, is found not to be the
case, and ignorance and folly, vested interest
and power, are ever ab war with reform and
progress, truth and justice.  The fact that er
ror ds so popular and superstition so strong,
evidence powerful and subtle causes at work
somewhere, In order to remove the delete
rions effects everywhere visible around us, to
destroy the baneful results of medieval theol-
ogy and Pagan Chwstianity—to bawish from
our: midst the pestilential atmosphere, the
moral degradation, and the spiritual bondage,
stifling the hreathing of man’s divinest nuntore,
and cutting at the very root of  progress,—we
must deal with their causes and repair thom.
We have in the past too much neglected them,
and depended For onr suceess in making prose-
Iytes, upon the beauty of our philosophy, the
indisputable evidence we have furnished in its
support, and the cold bat potent reasoning of
its adherents, These are all well in their
place, and as necessary for trie convietion to
the matured mind as the spn is to effulgent
day. But permit me briefly to point out sume
of the subtle causes leading to the permanent
and popular suceess of orthodox error.

I will use for my illustrations the Roman
Church, the mother of Orthodoxy in all its
manifold forms and divisions. It commences
practically with the knowledge gathered by cen-
uries of experience of buman vature. Know-
ing well the heart of maun, it has taken advan-
tage of every weakness Lo ensure its own pow-
¢r, There ig not a seuse i man that i exer-
cise gives him pleasure, but meets with gratifi-
cation in his religion. Every opportunity is
taken advantage of to strengthen the power of
religious association, such as connecting days
with certain religions observances, and associa-
ting certain acts with periodical devotions.
Reverence and réspeet are inspired by the self-
denial, celibacy, and profound learning of the
priests, in comparison with the ignorance of
the people. Awe, wonder, and nndying ad
miration are induced by the finest edifices, the
most  gorgeous, romantic, and magnificent of
architectural achieyements of medimval and
modern times, Obedienceand snbissive piety
are the results of the unmistakable power in
possession of the priesthood. Enthusiasm is
chiefly the child ol position, it heing advants-
geous to no slight degree to exhibit zeal when
wealth, honor, respeet; and powers political
social, and religious, are to be gained thereby.
Devaotion is called forth by playing upon the
same faculties, the relizious sentiments; that
are either latent or active in all men —the same
organs that in exercise make the Hindoo sing
Vedee hymng, the Greck to immortalize his
deities, the Saracen to worship Allah, and
Christendom its Christ, and the truest man,
humanity and God. These attributes are un-
dying, and but change asto their assoeiations
as man is ignorant or wise,

But in addition to all these devices, which
are sufficient to ensure the continuity of a

Oliurch, there are other methods employed to
preserve the superstition of the past intact in
the present,  On the Sabbath moru the parish
hells chime out their merry tunes, aud the
joyest peal sends the music of the ancients to
the ears emaptured by the sound. The still
stammer morning, the air laden with the frag-
rance from the rose, the butterenp, and dnisy;
the chirp ot the lappy robin, the song of the
higl-soaring lark; the flutter of the thrush as
startled from the hedge it gives a shrill and
pensive note; the brook that ripples throngh
the dell to the music of its own murmurs
aud whispering of the neighbouring trees, all
vemind one of, and are generally associated
with, the sunny days of childhood, when the
Church was aSunday fuxnry.  In Chureh the
organ shakes the roof and very spires with its
mysterious tones and makes one tremble at its
powers; the stained-gliss windows take the
mind a-wandering, and as the sunbeams through
them steal revealing the scenes and characters
there depieted, we are with Jesus on Mount
Olivet, with Peterin his prison, with Mary at
the tomb, or more probably with Simon in a
trance or Joseph in a dream, The halt-sang
Dominus vobiscum from the priest, the rendi-
tion cn the organ, the anthem from the choir,
combined with the robes, ceremonies, and con-
duct of the pistor, the flecting, flitting, gowned
group of boys assisting in the performance,
completely intoxicate the intellect and senses
and drown the voice of reason. Then the good
father may lull and soothe his hearers, exhort
them to praciiesl faith and their duty to the
Church, e may raise their sympathies by re-
lating the stories of oft-repeated martyrdom of
the saints and fathers. He may indoctrinate
them as he pleases, for they cannot resist his
shetoric or raise one dissenting voice to what
lie says, The sweet smell from the aliar hath
sacrificed their judgment, aud the light from
the flickering tapers has blinded their per-
peptio.

The Sabbath passes and saints® days, fust days,
and feast days tollow, into the spirit of which
the good Catholic enters. New ceremonies,
imposing, grand, and incomprehensible, crowd
themselyes one upon the other, and he who
witnesses is filled with awe and fear, followed
by devotion. In the dizzy whirl of form and
ritnal—this giddy display of meamngless ac-
tiou and scenie effsst—who ecan stop for a sin-
gle moment snd think 2 Who, in witnessing,
can ask the orizin of all these? It is thus that,
unguestioning, we aceept these rites and trust
all dogmas.

Aud is not heresy guarded against most
effectually #  The confessionsl terrifies the
weak-minded, and prevents all investigation
into forbidden realms. The fear of excommu-
pication, from such a formidalle luxure, gives
reason  shackles, and conscience the eradle.
And in the past more than mere excommuunica-
tion wus 10 be feared. The fates of Bruno and
Hypatia, the banishment of Nestor, Arius, and
Pelagins, the imp isonment of Galileo, the
excommunication of Copernicus, the Spanish
Tnquisition, and 1he massacre of St, Barthole-
mew, are undying lessons of what the Charch
in her power had done when insubordination
had been manifested ; and she stands over the
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minds of the iunorant throug, like elonds ready
to burst again, or like the sword of Damo:les
threatening to cut the thread of safety 3f ocea-
gion should demand it,  And even outside of
the Roman Church the same spirit m the past
has been manilest,  Servetus burned and
witehes hanged. The TParitan history is one
of persécntion and tyvanny., But these matiers
are in the past, and the feclings of revenge,
hatred, and cruelty that were fostored in the
breasts of such men as Calvin, Bezy, Knox, and
Melanethon, however soad in other respeets 1o
those who diffured from them in helief and
religion, have little effect or weight on the
minds of the men of the ninetéenth century.

In our day the Church is maintained and
perpetuated by its inherent charms—wealth
and power; not by he fear of persecution by
its members, though this is a factor in giving
it seeurity, for it requines no small share of
boldness und force of character 1y break forth
from its ties and then to submit to the sneering
laugh, the sarcastic ridicule, and' the unprofita
ble contempt of your fiiends, and those upon
whom for your worldly comfort you are de-
pendent, and who henceforth give you the
cold shoulder,

Above all that T have mentioned, before
which the oracle is powerless, or in comparison
to which priesteraft is as nothing, and to which
the Chareh is wide awake, is the edueation of
the young. Mythology, theology in its pagan
form, ceremoninl religion—eall it by whatsg
ever name you will—is wonderfully adapted to
the young ; its strange and glittering practices
dazzling nud naveowing their wental vision,
and its teachings monlding their ¢havacters.
At an age when all the populice of earth were
children, priestcraft had its rise, and childhood
is its happy season of success. If man had
never grown—il his fagulties had never uo-
tolded in the beneficent adjunets anid prodacts
of civilization—if we hwd forever remained the
children of the dim mythic azes, in the twilight
of the worll,—we yever should have had a
Soerates or Buddha, a Jesns or a Mohanmed,
a Luervtius or a Celzns, who dared to rise from
the traditions of the times,  What means the
¢lamior for the Bible in the schools, prayer-
meetings for the youny, and the attention paid
to the youths of the riing generitions¥ It has
to my mind an ominons meaning, and says in 5o
many words * Give us the young and you e
take the rest? LIt the orthodox world  eoulid
only eurry put their seheme of having the sec-
ular and religions teainings eombined then they
wonld make 0l genuine knowludge sub-ervient
to faith and religion, wnd would retard rue
knvwlodge as mueh as possible, or, it giving
information or instruction upon such topies
as history, science, or reform, would make it
appear that they were all derived from and de
pendent npon the priestly order and orjental
theouracy, thus iving religion a sapremacy.
Does anyone donbt 1his? I so, ler him but
study the lessons of the past, and judge the
present by the lght of experience.  Examples
are nev 8o remote that we may presime with
safety that the motives o men have chanyged
in our day. Siill we have @ vast army of
priests to keep, of clergy 1o support, and
peripatetic parsons to feed and elothe; and all

this depends npon onr submission and belief,
ax well as their continued power pyer us. It
woilld be fol 'y to say that they eannot recog-
nize this fact, and it is with somethihg akin to
fenr that they witpess every innovation npon
the old path, or see the workings of reform.
Every muspok«n voice, every liberal paragraph
i our newspapers, every spirttaal rap, means
diminishing tithes, tewer ehorehes, and poorer
prenchers.  But et us withdrw our support,
and there is searcely oxe who will continue the
work asa labor of Tove. The fact is, veligion
s remunerative, for oar indulgences are many.
‘Then what are the priestly arders to do 0
make snre of their livefihood in the future, and
to begneath’ & remunerative profession wpon
posterity ¥ Simply to recrnit the ranks of Or-
thadoxy from the yonng. and to monld the
minds of the plastie to their own liking.

Now what e we to do—for surely our love
for humanity will not allow s to remain idle
whilst so much tyranny is on every side, and
so many of our brothers and sisters are -
veigled into the hopeless snares of error and
modernized superstition ¥ Lowder than the
methodistic ery of “ What shall T do to be
saved 2' ought our cry to be, * What shall we
do o save others 2 As T «aid in the beginning,
wo must gét av the roots, at the causes, the
strongholds of' Orthodoxy, Keep our vhil-
dren from their Sunday-schools, and give them
(the children) the wholesome Lyceum. Lt us
have education compnlsory, free; seenlar, and
unsectarian, How often have I known fami-
lies where the parents were Spiritualists, and’
all the children promising well for Catholics
or Protestants in some form or other, attending
Sunday-school every week? And yet these
Spiritunlists talk glibly about the abominations
of priestly rule, Oh! copststency, thou art &
jewel! How many times bave T foind Spiritusl
ists who avowed Spiritnalism the loudest,
having a pew in chureh, paying regniarly in its
support, and yet eonld not affoed to-subseribe
10 & spiritualistic journal, or purchase good
progressive literntmre ?

Spiritualists in many instances are stingy.
cowardly ecluetics, who having got whit they
want, cease all worey abaut anyone élse, T
they hal hall the eothusiasm onr Methodist
Dbrethren have, we conld reform the world,
armed as we are with trath, in less time thiy
we now spend in talking over it I they
were halt sadiberal ss the generatiny of relig
jonistk, we should have funds 1o cacry on onr
journds, budd schools, and dissemnate ugeful
literature.  There ‘are of course in our ravks
some of the most unselfish and hard-working,
whe' lend influence, labor, and fuods to thy
cause, but the majocity stand by and watch
the willing hands do the work.

Into the field, all of yon! Get lecturers, and
ercet comfortuble halls,  ITave nmsie and so-
cinl enchantments in your services, not copyiny
from our orthiodox brethren, but giving adorn
ment to the mind by methods more in keeping
with  modern  advaucement aod progross,
Take hold of the young and train them to
think freely for themselves, neither thinking
for others nor allowing others to think for
them. Let every Spiritunalist be a.workor, fear-

dint harvest: ervor shull rumble like an earth-
guake, and the ghost of Orthadoxy shall be
lairl,

Sidney, Aastraliog dugust 12th; 1577,

The preceding article, copied from the Me-
divm and Duy-Break ot Loudon; presents
many idens it would be well for Spivitnalists
of Ameriea w0 consider. It is a recognized
fuet that in the young are found the clements
necessary Lo the growth and fature prosperivy
ol the race. The Catholio denomination, more
than all others, grasp this growing power, and
utihze it, moulding it after the designs of
priesteratt, and in harmony with the teachings
ol their religious systems. It thus becomes
thie foundasion upon whict the Catholic Church
rests,  Delusive anid degrading as it is to the
intelligence of mankind, yet valouble lessons
may he gathered therefrom, which Spiritual-
1sts should study and profit thereby.

If the spivivual philosophy affords such ©
sweet satislaction to the adult mind, does it
nut possess equally the same elements to feed
thie young? It instructive to the child of ma-
thre years, is there not reason to believe the
cliild of tender vears may receive benefit from
Leing made familiar with its teachings and pre-
cepts 2 Spiritualists, as 4 cluss, seem 1o think
that it is only for the grown child thay spiritnal
revelutions are given; and acting in accord
with' the idea; they feast their hungry souls
on the delicacies, and give their children the
r1asteless husks, thay can never aft'ird satisfac-
tion to the soul, nor tood to the mind. It is
time Spiritualists began to take some definite
action  with  reference 1o the young, to
shield them from the inflaence of Ortnodox
and Cathoiie tesching. This can be casily done,
by plucing in their hunds, spiritus]l books aud
papers, giving them opportunities to study snd
learn what the spivitual philosophy teaches,
thus laying the foundation for a spiritual man-
liood and womanhoml that shall blossom into
besuty as they grow in years and mtelligence,
There is » munifest lack of interest among
Spiritnudists, in reterence 10 sustaining publica-
tons, that wre issued in the interest of
our phitosophy. There are far too many who
love to be led; bat who shirk the l‘EspOu;sibiﬁly
of sustaining those who present thom with the
negessary means whereby they learn of the fu-
ture lde; amd listen 1o what is given from 1hose
who have passid beyond the vail. T this just-
iee? It he spimtaal philosophy affords so
wneh comfory and solace, shonld pot the chan-
nels throagh which these messages come, re-
ceive & fair compensation for the time and
means cmployed in preparing this food tor dis-
tribintion ¥ Letevery Spivituaiist ask themselves
w hen feasting apon the rich traths placed be-
fore them, am | duing my duty in not lending
to those who are nsed as instruments, my sym:
puthy, and an eqguivalent in more substantial
means, that their hearts may be strengthened,
and their souls refreshed, by secing  that their
fevble effurts ave appreciated - If every Spirit-
ualist will take this matter home and ponder it
oyey in their own mind, spiritual publications
will not sicken and die for want of support,
nor the caase stand shivering on the brink of

less yet loving, and soon we shall reap an abun-

a dishonored grave.
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KNOWLEDGE IS PO WER.

It has been said that knowledge is power.
Admitting the adage to be true, we are led to
ask, of what benefit is knowledge if not wisely
applied? I considered a power, we ire led to
make further inguiry whether at all times a
perfect balanee is preserved, that, in its appli-
cation, henefits may result.

Kuowledge does not always imply the pos-
gession of wisdom, and must not be mistaken
for that element.  If knowledge gives power
wo desire to make the farther inguiry whether
at all times wisdom is displayed in its manifes.
tations. Power without wisdom to guide and
direct its application, becomes a destroying
clement. If it is the vesult of knowledge,
there must be a balancing element to hold in
check the devastating forces which might
otherwise he observed in its maniféstations.

Knowledge must be classified, to become
beneficial to man, If the mind be the reser-
voir wherein knowledge is preserved, it is
equally necessary that the embankments he
sufficiently strong  to  resist the  pressure
brought to hear against them. But if not
strong enough to resist the power thus con-
fined, destruction follows as a natural result.

Power issa combination of elements that are
never seen,  They belong to the unknowable
in life.  Yet the effects are seen.  The sweep-
ing evelone and the devastating hurricane by
which human life and property are ruthlessly
sacrificed to  the ungovernable tempest, are
manifestations of power in which mankind
fail o discover any wisdom displayed. Yet
there must of necessity bea knowledge of these
elements ere they could be bronght together,
or in contact with other forces sufficiently to
produce the results referred to,

These and similar demonstrations are often
referred to as epeeial providences, having a
hidden meaning which mankind have no right
to inquire into or question.  Admitting that
mankind are morally hound to recognize the
laws of nature, whether they comprehend them
or noty I also assert that he has a legitimate
right to question all things that affeet his in-
terest materially or spiritually.

The alphabet to knowledge is the ability 1o
question, By the legitimate use of this pre-
rogative alone is knowledge obtained.  What-
evor is of too sacred a nature 1o be questioned,
is worthless, beeause if a power, there is no
knowledge of how it may be applied, and
hence it were better that no instruction from
it be received.  As I view the subjeet, Infinite
wisdom was displayed in the construction of
that important organ in the brain foree, cas-
uality. Aund apon the same basis I vecognize
wisdom in the construction of other organs to
act in conjunction, thus ereating a balance
wheel that holds in subjection the power pos-
sessed by any one of the numerauns organs,
and by this influence creating an equipoise in
the mind force,

Phose who believe in special providences
think also that Deity esunot perform an un-
wise act, and that all things he has made are
good. And itis farther elaimed that man is
the highest type in form, and the embodiment
of the highest ereating power of the Infinite,
Man reasons thus because *tis said thap he was

made in the image of Deity; and in the
realm of life man is far in advance of all other
forms.

Admitting all this to be true for the
sake of the argument, what does it prove?
First, that all there is in the human structure
is the result of Infinite design. If the outer
form is the work of Infinite wisdom, it is log-
ieal to conelude that the inner man must be also;
with all its faculties, wiichy thongh not seen,
are known to be a part of this wonderful
mechanism, If there be certain organs which
by their operation ereate a desire for inguiry,
it is proof of the original design, and the ex-
ercise of them shows the design in their con-
struction, or in other words, it is # natural ex-
pression of powers guaranteed,  IHenee, if
there be a desire to question any manifestation
pertaining to the spiritual of man’s nature, or
the material, it is a legitimate exercise of the
functions imparted, and no power other than
that which granted the same, has any right to
interfére or limit the cireuit in. which investi-
gations are being made,

Kunowledge then needs to be analyzed, that
the power contained therein may be under-
stood, All special demonstrations of power
either in the wterest of, or operating against
the welfare of mankind, should be examined
always with a desire to ascertain the truth,

Kuowledge is not confined to one object, or
one branch of education. It extends to, and
embraces all things in the universe of life,
There is a science conneeted with the smallest
manifestation in life. The particle of matter
that shines in the sunbeam has a history, and
alife record. By inguiry into all theseis knowl-
edge attained.  Maokind learns of himself by
study and comparison, and the information
thus gained becomes a power,

IT mankind were to sit with lolded arms,
and look to Providence for food to sustain the
physical form, none wonld be received. There
must be some action on the part of the in-
dividaal, According to the methods of reason-
ing adopted by a large majority of Christian
people, all the ills thay attend them through
life are considered special acts of Providence,
to teach them the way that should be followed.
In many cases it might be said that the means
applied fails to secure the desired result, and
knowledge 18 not attained.

On the other hand the success which attends
a line of action honestly followed, is aseribed
to the same cause. But how few return thanks
for being thus specially remembered ?  If the
theory is believed in, it fails to impress itself
upon the mind in such & way as 1o leave an
abiding influence. The cause is not inguired
into, and mankind are educated in ignorance
of certain fundamental laws which have an
important bearing upon them from. childhood
even unto old age, There is a lack of balanee
in the mind foree; a yielding to the dictation
of another, which causes the gross ignorance
that is observed in reference to the vital prin-
ciples that must be understood ere knowledge
can be obtained.

There is a balanee wheel in every human
organism, and if this is allowed to act; man-
kind will understand themselves and the re-
lationship existing Letween them and all other

forms. No matter how elevated may be the
conceptions of an individual in  regard
to the powers possessed by him, there is
a link that conneects him with all other forms
in existence.  The eause of these selfish opin-
ions; is a beliel in supposed special provi-
dences. While a helief in such vagaries is
cherished, mankind will wander in ignorance,
and that element wields its sceptre with a
power that fes who yield obedience to its
mandates, comprehend, ;

It is ignorvance of the relation man sustaing
to nature and the Infinite, that produces the
many ills of life. They are the result of yio-
lated law. A knowledge of self would cause
obedience to the laws which naturs has enacted.
There are minds g0 attuned that they perceive
readily the true relationship existing, and they
have the power of mind to act apon the im-
pression received. They are ever in advance
of the other class, who have been tanght to
refer all matters to priestly authority before
action is decided upon.

In the first case the person allows the bal-
ancing power in his own organism to act, By
the power thus exercised over the mind, knowl-
edge is acquired.  Such an one lives not by
faith, because faith ever leaves a fecling of un-
certainty.  That is the controlling influence
with that elass who refer all things o clerieal
decision,

The balance wheel to human life, is the
spivituality they possess; which makes each in-
dividual a sovercign ruler over self. The ne-
cessity for this element is apparent.  Man,
physically, tends earthward. The aspirations
of the material, are for worldly gain and popu-
larity. The spiritnal element is directly oppo-
site to this,

These two elements in man's nature are con-
tinually waring for the mastery, from which
has arisen the iden of an ever present form of
evil. This power has been transformed into
countless images, representing every form of
animate life known to man: while the power
of good is represented in but one form, proving
the superiority of one over the other.  Good-
ness needs not the cloak or devices of evil.

There is but one path to follow, if goodness
be the controlling principle iy life, but it may
not at all times be strewn with fowers. A
knowledge of good and evil is requisite to at-
tain a troe conception of life and its duties.

This eannot be seeured from traditions, It
must be a personal knowledge,  Eyil often as-
sumes the garb of goodness, to lead men
astray. [t therefore becomes necessary to in-
vestigate all things, even those which are
called sacred.

The writers of the Bible very ingeniously
inserted oceasional paragraphs forbidding any
investigation, and thereby lessened the regard
that might otherwise be entertained for a
book which contains much that is beneficial.
But when the doors of investigation were
closed, the inquiry arose, why is it so sacred ?
Of what use are the reasoning faculties of
man, if they are not to be used 7 And if they
are for use, surely the use 18 not to b confined
to earthly matters alone.

Knowing how transient is the earthly exist-
ence, and regarding the material conditions as
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attendant ttpon the spiritual, that part of man’s
nature becomes the all-important subject for
consideration, and the laws which apply to
that phase of life should be understood. Tnno
other way can there be compliance with na-
ture’s demangs,

The exercise of this power meets with de-
sided oppesition from theologians, because it
strikes at the foundation of their proféssion,
and is opposed from a selfish basis.  Again,
some are so deeply imbued with the sanctity of
spiritual matters that they are fearful of of-
fending a never changing Deity. \

The devil has ever been a fear of the Chris-
tian Church, because he always inquires, and
always reasons, and effects his purposes accord-
ing to natural law; that is; he presents a ra-
tional method for what he proposes. If this
important, thongh meddlesome person were
understood, he would not be feared as so bad an
enemy to mankind. Many important events
have been recorded, which, though aseribed to
an evil spirit, have been of Infinite value to
the world. For instance, the result of that
interview with the woman in the garden, was
the dawning of intelligence. Man is repre-
sented as being in astate of blissfulignorance,
which was changed. By the knowledge thus
transmitted, a power was acquired to discover
between good and evil. It is one of the mamn
objects of theology, to hold the minds of man-
kind in a condition similar to that in which
they hold that man was created, To do this,
certain mensures arve resorted to, and the frst
is, a denial of their vight to guestion that
which is represented to have come from
apiritual sonree,

It should be known that it is the spiritnal
faculties in man that create a desire for knowl-
edge.  They
things material, and eanse mankind to inguire
mto the relationship of the spiritual to the ma-
terial.  When understood, both elements are
necessary in their respective phases or condi-
tions,  Lefu inignorance of the combinations
in the life forces, mankind wander anto forbid-
den paths, violate law, and suffer untold
anguish as the resalt.

The spiritual philosophy opens new avenues
of thonght, establishes confidence in  the
powers man possesses, and thereby becomes a
saving influence. Man learns to reason from
effects, to ascertain the canse, and thos is
brought into close relationship with the Infi-
nite Power. Tt 18 degrading to live in igno-
rance of self, but theology tenches—take all
things for granted, and trust in Providence,
Reliance upon sach a theory proves an unbal-
anced condition of the mental powers.

These conditions should be removed, that
knowledge may be imparted, and the soil pre-
pared for the reception of spiritual seed. The
first step s to awaken a desire for spiritual
knowledge, from a spiritual source,  But heve
you are met with the assertion that Spiritual-
ists deny the Bible. While they may well
deny its divine auathorship, they accept all
that iz good.  What ean be made 1o harmo-
nize with nature and her known laws; 18 ac-
cepted by all Spiritualists.  But how are you
to know that it is divine, if debarred from
making inquiry? Is it of any benefit for

exercise a  guardiauship over

another to inquire? Will that produce satis-
faction? It does not in matters of & material
characters If a person tells you he has dis-
covered a mine of wenlth, and denies yon ac-
cess, it will not benefiv you.

The immortality of the sonl is the most
priceless of all gems; and man should not be
debarred from learning all he can in regard to
it. He wants positive evidence. Faith can-
1ot afford relief, while belief is equally power-
less. Ounly a knowledge of its reality can
make life beautful, and it thus becomes a
power for good.

Spiritual knowledge is the balance wheel
peeded in human life. It holds in subjection
the evil influences that prey upon the good.
It opens the spiritual sight, and enables man
to look beyoud the present to the life that is
vo be.  And it does not allow the once awak-
ened faculties to slumber again. New ideas
are thus constantly evolved that require analy-
zation, aud knowledge is thereby increased,

Spiritualism becomes a divine teacher when
comprehended m its trne light. It seeks not
the destruction of recognized forms of gov-
ernment forsociety, but rather secks to awaken
the spiritual faculties of mankind, and create
a desire for information, thus elevating the
race to a higher standard, morally, intellect-
ually and spivicually. It teaches how the ma-
terial life should be spent, that the greater
amonnt of good may be accomplished.

No person lives to themselves alone, and the
farther removed from material conditions, the
wreater the influence exerted, Spiritnality is
not selfishness. A truly spiritual person is
known, whatever their position in life.  Their
influence cannot e destroyed, for it lives in
the spirit.

Spiritualism teaches the fallacy of many of
the ordinances regarded as sacred, and proves
that many of them were copied from the
heathen traditions of the past, and are yet in
practice by the idol worshipers of the East. Tt
thus becomes an structor.  Through ity
philosophy can man learn what he is; and what
he may be.

There is a marked difference between the
spiritual philosophy and other forms of re-
ligious instraction. It throws its doors open,
and mvites investigation, and the farther the
investigations are pursued, the deeper becomes
the interest, because iy is natural.  Instead of
filling the mind with supernatural ideas, it
offers a plain solution of all the manifesta-
tions witnessed. It opens a field for study that
grows in interest as the mind unfolds. Tt thus
becomes a blessing to the race.

Though opposed and ridiculed by the clergy,
it wields an irresistible power for good. It
imparts just ideas of all things, both material
and spiritwal.  But above all things it brings
mankind into closer relationship with Deity.
The spirit of inquiry which it imparts leads
the mind away from material objects, and
opens a line of communication with the unseen
forces of life. This paves the way to a more
exalted conception: of Deity, and man’s re.
sponsibility therceto,

I this light would I offer you this philoso-
phy, and ask that you examine into it, and

thus come into closer relytionship with Infinite

power, where will be found knowledge and
wisdom to guide in every path yon may be
called 1o follow.
Turovore Pirker.
Aug. 27, 1897,
. B o
SLEEP,
*#o He giveth lils buloved sleep. —Pea, exxvi: 2.

He sees when their footsteps falter, when their
heart grows weak and faint,

He marks when their strength s failing, aod
listens to each comp'sint,

He bids them rest for a season, for the pathway
has grown 1oo steep;

And folded in fair green pastures,

He giveth His loved ones sleep.

Like weary and worn-out children, that sigh for
the daylight's ¢lose,

He knows that they oft wre longing for home and
ils swect repose; 2

80 He calls them in from their labors ere the
shadows around them crecp,

And silently watching o'er (hem,

He giveth His loved ones sleep.

He giveth it, oh, so gently ! #s a mother will
hush to rest,

The babe that she softly pillows so tenderly on
hier breast;

Forgotien are now the trials and sorrows that
made them weep, :

For with mary a soothing promise

He giveth His loved ones sleep,

Weep nat that their toils ave over; weep not that
their ruce 1s run;

God grant we may rast as calmly when our work,
like theirs, is done!

Till then we would yield with gladness our
trensurers 10 Him to keep,

And rejuice in the sweet assurance,

Ite giveth His loved ones sleep.

— Golden Hours.

- eesee—
REFORMATION.

The day of reformation dawaeth:
Last, ye mortals; cateh the straiog
Shout aloud, The angels cometh—
Truth trivmphast comes o reign.
Hear y e not the nations calling,
Come und help ug, spirits come;
Supersiition’s throne is crumbling—
Ooward 1l the victory’s won,

Censo not, though your load be heavy;
To the vietars, crowns are given;
Freed ym’s cause is one of glory,
"Tis the cause of joyin heaven,
Truth divine like sturs are gleamiog,
Shedding light o'er all the earth,
Creeds of men sare trembling, falling,
Huil wiLh joy the march of trath.

Angels bright are journeving thither,
From their homes in beaven above;
Flowers they bring that never wither,
Tokens of their desthless love.
Joyful news to worlds terrestrial,
Borne to earth hy seraph song;
Peace on earth from worlds celestial,
Chant in praise—your notes prolong,

Bless: d spirits, ever near us,
Fill cur souls with light divine, -
Let no gloon or douht oppress us,
Ere we reach yon heavenly clime,
Come and bhreathe your goul’s emotions
Draw us by your gards of love
Far away from esrth's commotions
To that fount in heaven above.

Acnsa W, SPRAGUE,
Nov. 8, 1877,
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UNIVERSALISMN A8 I TAUGUT;
SNPIRITUALISM AN T NOW
rEACH

Ivis a4 most dehghtful task to assume con-
trol of human powers for the expression of
thought, no matter what the phase,wo it be
within the compass of var lumived powers 5 for
although a spirit, T am bound 10 certain limits
and regulations. Ouside of these T can do
nothing.  Within their scope and compass all
things which belong to the finite mind are pos-
sible.  The human mind like all else in life, s
subject 1o the law of change. There 1s novan
atom, even the minntest form that glistens in
the sun’s rays, but what has the faw of chinge
written npon ity

What mein is there in the mortal form who
has not changed his opinion in regard ta pe-
culiar ideas and couceptions growing out o
edueationnl eachings?  Indeed, 1l we change
not, we are of less value than the rock, tor
even the sands on the seashore are contipually
changing. It is the Infinite decrod; aud wlio-
ever riises his voice in oppositition 1o i1, op-
poses Infinite law, and the result of thus teach-
ing inharmony and exciting o contentions
must be met, if not in the mundane sphere of
life, then m spirit life. It makes no differenve
where you are.  The law of compensation will
find you, and you will change in conformivy
with its requirements.  This law, like all just
laws, is absolute, and there is no uppealing
from it.

These ideas are nov very objectionable to
Uniyersalist. There is qoite @ similanty he-
tween the vwo ; only a hivtle more of the one
than the other. One has found the pearl of
great price, while the other is seeking for it
This s about the difference between the Uni-
versalism I taught, and the Spiritualism I now
teach, which I will style the essenee of all
other issues purified, and the good compressed
into one,

Why should I not leave the good for that
which is better? Were [ addressing only old
friends and neighbors, it would not be neees-
sary for e to explain my ideas in the past, or
my religious teachings,  As I never was see-
tarian, (orif I had a leaning thar way in my
earlicr days, I did not in my latter years) 1
could not compreliond sectarian Universalismg
the two areas unlike as the temperate and
frigid zones; one warn and gemiul in vempurn
ture, and the other cold and freezing to sich
an extent as to defy human skill w penetrste
through its outer covering.

The Universalism which I taaght was that
taught by Murray and others who preceded
me in the ministry, and who preceded me ulso
to spirit life, where now we can review the
past, and derive satisfaction from the assur
ance that vur work was well done.

All forms of religious teaching have their
special mission, but none were ever dircoted by
God's spirits or angels to continue in the sime
grooves or line of thought that their fore
fathers ocoupied.  Whereyer there is intelli-
genee, progression may be secn, nol in ong
thing, but in all things; not 1 one religious
idea, buvin all,  The voice of God commanids
—ugo forward.  How few hear ity or if heard,
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statements regarding the charcter of the Infi-
nite, aml the attributes supposed to be pos-
sessed by him, have alienated the soul of man
from the requirements of the Difinite,

All denominations have come into existence
under peenliar influcnees, and for a specific
purpose. When that object is secured, their
work is complete, Lev us for o mowent glanee
at the past; and if possible trace the line of re-
ligious ideas down 1o the present. Beginning
with the carliest accounts mortals have of the
race, we find no seer op denomination.  This
was before the time when it is said sin came
to the world.  When mauvkind became more
uumerous and began to congregate in bodies,
worship assumed nmore tangible form; buy
nub yet in costly palaces; but in pature’s edi-
tioe, Dencath the shadowy trees of the forest,
God’s own temple.

The Jewish form of worship which pre-
ceded yours in the religious history of the
rice, was sectarian.  They claimed to be the
chosen people; and all cutside of Judaism
were, according 1o their belief, outcasts, and
aliens from God.

This form of religious teaching continued
in for¢e down to the advent of our Elder
Brother, when through his teaching and ex-

Cwmple, more broad and liberal ideas were in-

sugurated.  But the Jews suill claimed that
theirs was the right way, and “contnue to do
50, up to the present time.

From ont of Judaism came Catholicism, re-
taining the puenliar ideas of a priesthood; and
though new in form, yev all the paraphiernalia
which priesterafe usedin the past, was adopted
by this new scet, The Jews rejected our
Elder Brother, bat the Catholic adopted him,
and the mystery which enshirouded his life
wis woven into their cteeds and systems, and
contipues with them untl the present.

The Jews did not recognize the humble
Nazarene, but were hoping for the advent of
some one who should come and make their
city s place of abode, and their people his
choice, among the nations of the earth,  This
idea is still entertained. The Catholic eloment
helieyved in the divigity of Jesus, and inter-
preted bis words as rveferring  especially 1o
them, Peter @8 the aceredited arehitect  of
Catholicism.  There are many good things in
its teachings, bup its object has long sinee been
aceomplished.  Iv was a step forward in the
fine of lman progress.

Next to this came what is denominated
Episeopalianism, breathing s greater hberality,
bt still secrarians casting off part of the yoke,
bt retaining that exclosiveness which maks
them so exclusive that they do not  affiliat
with other seets. Tudeed, ivis an offence agninst
the established usages of that. Church for 4
clergyman of the Episcopal faith 1o enter the
desk of a Protestant, or allow a Protestant
brother to preach in their sanctuary. There
18 an element of exelosiveness thyown around
the clergy which carrics the mind back to the
ages when Judaism was in its glory,  Some in
the Episcopal faith have felt the necessity of
reform, hence & moreliberal branch has sprung
into existence, hut does not keep pace with the
times.

how few obey. False teachings and false

Protestantism, through the energies of

Luther, Calvin, and Wesley, was brought into
existenee, and embraced in its  teschings,
many of the principles found in the foris
from which they sprung. The doctring of
endless punishment still found & place in their
minds, and with as much tevucity as the Jew
or Catholic they insisted upon their peculiar
belief bemyg aecepted as the only true and di-
vine revelation from the Iufiite 1o mankind.
Ope by one the senseless forms have boen
dropped or laid aside; the power vested in the
priesthood became a mooted question.  With
the unfolding of power in the human mind,
the seales that lad been piaced wpon the vision
of mortals; began Lo drop off little by little
uutit  at Jast man begun to question the
anthority of pope, pricst and bishop.  The
cloak of sanctity had been worn so long that
it was growing thin and ganzy.  Intelligence
began o look throngh its folds to discover if
possible what there was of a special pature
that should demand such reverence. It was
found upon examination that no special sano-
tity existed. Those who wore the robes were
found 1o be as other men, linite,

These conditions were not seeured. without
Iabor and perseention. The Jew, in support
of his belief, crucitied the Nazarene, hoping
thereby to forever hanish from the minds of
the people, all remembrance of him as &
teaehier.  When Catholicism  pereeived  her
commands disregarded, she followed in the
footsteps of her predecessor, by putting to
death the Protestants who avowed their dis-
belief in papal or priestly ediets. The Protes-
tauts resorted to the stake, use of the gibbet
and sacrifice of human life, to enforce then
beliel.  All had manufactured glasses peculiar
to the ideas they professed; some were grecuer
than others, and some were remarkable for the
deep coloring of blue.  Some of these blue
glasses are yet in use,

It will be observed by tracing the mental
conditions and unfoldings of the race, thay
these revolutions iu thought were hut outward
expressions of an inward foree, rounding out
into more perfect manbood the children of
earth.  Thought can no more be siayed by
linman commands or edicts than the heaving
of thesex. The power that causes the wayes
10 roll mwountain high, pays no attention to the
petty ideas of men, but they roll onward in
defiance of all power, or prayers emanating
from mortals.

The statement may seem strange, but the
mighty ocean presents o perfeet type of the
effect produced npon mankind by the awaken-
ing in the buman mind of the power to think.
But such a state of continual agitation could
nov exist without manifest iunjury 1o the wel-
fare of mankind, A season of calm, of rest,
is just as essential as breathing the pure air
Fheve ave limits o the physical endurance of
man, The mental facolties requiré rest and
time to recuperate,

Tt may be observed that in ages past there have
been times when human passion like the whirl-
wind, proved 1o be as regurdless of human life,
Every such storm had a tendency to purily the
atmosphere, and the calm that succeeded was
the spring time, when the sceds of more lib-
eral ideas were sown.  And what finally
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blossomed into Universalism was the result of
the agitation ereated by the numberless perse-
cutions, and the absurdities that still suruggled
for recognition.

v bas always required great firmness of
character to engage in any new. enterprise
which was notin hiarmony with the preseribed
rifes of the Chuveh,  Perseoution always fol-
lowed. Tt was 50 when the noble Murray, in
the face of the whole world, denied the exist
ence of alocal hell,  Though but a compara-
tively short time ago, let me tell you it re-
quired some nerve to be known as a Uni-
versalist; and not only in the days of Murray,
but at a period of more recent date, even in
my own pative city.

Universalism as I understood it, was the
gathering up of all the etter elements of
thought and ideas found in or expressed in all
religious denominations. Tt was a mental pro-
cess by which all the goaod, all the liberality
could be condensed in one form, and from the
light which this condensation threw upon the
character of Deity, came the system of re-
ligious thought, known as Uniyersalism.

Who would have supposed that men pro-
fessing a belief in the universality of God’s
love to his children, would [ave s'ooped so
Iow as to class themselves with sectarian de-
nominations, and yet this hasbeen done, Think
of it! Sectarian Universalism, What a misno-
mer! Yet it is seen, even in your midst; aye,
even in my own city the name or term applied
to convey the troe meaning and design of the
organization, has for the sake of @aining popu-
lavity, allied itself with the ordinances Uni-
versplism catne Lo sappress.

I conld nevir see the necessity for o ereeal.
Thie system was too broad in its purity, 10 ad-
wit of ereedal laws and allianees. I never
taught the necessity of a eree. My Uni-
versalism embiraced the whole world. I did
not seek popularity, bt expressed my convie-
tions,  Those who knew me in my earth life
can state whether this be so, or not.

Universalism, like all other forms of re-
ligons  thought, had a mission to perform,
which was 1o combat the idea of a botomless
pity full of human beings writhing in eternal
torment,  Old  systems of religions belief
could not grapple with this giant error.  All
their mental training had become allivd to a
belief in such an unvatural thing, and it re-
quired new clements; a differentstyle of argu-
ment; & long stride in adyanep of  popular
ideas.

Wihen that fiery furnsce had beeome cooled
off, the special mission of Universalism ended.
But those who at present belopg to that de-
nomination seem pot to comprehend it And
not having any longer a special duty to per-
form, ideas similar in form to what may be
heard in Orthodox denominations have been
instituted, for the sake of gaining popularity.

This 8 not the Universalisie which I taught
In my day Universalism signified progression,
I regarded 1t as a stepping stone 1o the next
higher grade of development; bot justead of
this, there has been aretrograde tendeney. The
vicarious atouement has become the corner
stone upon which it now rests. This is the
foundation of Cuthulicism, of Episcopalianism,

of Presbyterianism, of the Baptist ductrine,
and of Methodism. Al denominations of the
past rest their hopes of & future existence
upon this, the most senseles of all ideas ever
conceived in the human brain.

The Universalism which ! taught made man
his‘own savior, In thav I have ot changed
But liberal aswere my sentiments in the past,
they have become more liberal. As [ have
advanced in knowledge, what 1 saw through o
glass darkly, I now see with more clegruess,
What was but dimly foreshadowed in the
past, has become a most pleasing realivy. The
bickerings of wmen in stpport of differént
1deas, has ceased to affect my mind, but in the
fall conscivusness of right, I am moving on
and upward in the scake of spivitual attain-
ments, hoping to reach the summit of those
beautiful hills which loom upin the distanece,
and from which inspiration sweet and biessed
comes to my soul like the dewdrop to the
flower, refreshing, and instilling new fife, 1hat
ennbles me 1o perceive thye duties which are
still mine to perform.

* As I have observei, each succeeding denomi-

nation has partaken more of Jiberal sentiments
than those which preceded them. The uan-
folding powers of mankind bave made this a
necessity.  Theology secs the neecessity of
compliance with this demand which is thus
made.

Modern Christianity is exceedingly accomo-
dating. 1t can be made avatlable in all eases,
or any emergensy, If you vequire a little
water, you enn be supphed. If you require
mueh, there is an abundance. [ you possess
but little of divine grace, more will bé added,
if asked for, It is su convenicot to have iy the
house in caso of sn emergency.  What a
sorrowful plight should the minister eall, and
the fumily nou be able o respond favorabily to
certain ideas; suoh as a koowledge of wha
made the first mang and who was Cian’s wifes
This was & mystery to me fora long time, und
is no doubt to many eelebrated divines of the
present day.  Senseless as all these elaims are,
they become far more so when entertained by
individuals who claim superior intelhgence.

Tt was the mission of Universalism as I
understood ity vo do away with all such ab-
surdities; by teachiug & liberal religion and és-
tablishing a liberal system of education for
the young.
but alas for humas frailly; the elittering
bauble of popularity has proved too much for
those who now claim recognitition as teschers

of Universalism. Like Esau, they bave har-

tered away the principles lianded down to
them, for Jess than 4 mess of pottage.. A de-
sice 10 be revognized wmong Whg Orthodox
Churelyes has led vo vins,

Wihile I have changed somewhat in senti-
menty I still have a deep reverence for true
Universalism whea found, which is extremely
rare. It was but the forernuner of a more
Liberal system of teaching, which paturslly fol-
lows . The time has eome, the day bhas
dawned, when the Bberal mind and libeal
thonght must take the pluce of seb creeds and
theories, The world is moving on &t a0 rapid
pace, and it cannot be staved. The mmd foree
of man is an arresstible power for good or

Fora time this wis adhered toy

evil. The present, more than any preceding
time, seams to favor an outpoaring of spirit
power, and its effeets dre seen in every hamlet,
andd I might almost say in every house
thronghont the length and breadih of your
land.

Universalism was the last stepping stone to
thig grand realization, but its day of useful-
ness asa liberalizing element is past.  Some-
thing better has taken its place, and with those
it hath taken to its bosom, it will ere long be
known only in history. The wave of liberal-
Ism is sweeping over your land with irresist-
able foree.

In all portions of it, 18 there an increasing
desire for more light.  Can we who sce the re-
quirements of mankind, stand with folded
hands, and ask Infinite wisdom to assist them,
and we not put forth the slightest effort in
their behalf?  Were this the action of spirits,
we might continue through endless ages, and
this desire of man still remain unauswered.
God helps those who helps themselyves, and
only in this way ecan mankind receive blessings
from the All father.

The field is large and broad; the grain is
ready for the reapers. Do not longer gledan &
few straws when you might fill your storehouse
with the choicest grain. The spirit world care
little whether religious organizations are in
harmony with the ideas they unfold, neither
do they stop to inquire whether Mr. Smith has
made up his mind to take part in the meas-
ures adopted, or not.  They move steadily
omward, and my feiends of the Orthodox faith
will find it necessary to aseertain whether they
lave a residence in- any particular locality or
not.

I baye changed somewhat. [ find a ne-
cessity for so doing.  Upon examination 1
tind 1 was not sltogether right, and had T re-
fused to chiange my mind upon seeing the true
path, T should have had no right to expect
recognition asan intelligent being.  All wise
men see the necessity of change. The ignorant
seldom: change, and they are numerpus. Iv
would not he difficult to select a few even in
this civy. The word progress is unknown to
sieh men, aod the definition 15 a still greater
mystery.,. L have moy sl on in advanee of such
minds, They make poor Upiversalists, and
poorer Spiritualists; and [am at a loss just
where to locate them.  They are living monu-
ments of 4 bliod faith, and & blinder supersti-
tiow,

I have ehanged because I saw the necessity;
perceived the benefits Ishould derive from the
chavge.  Another reason is that I find Spirit-
ualistn Lo be teie, and that is reason enough
for any man to ¢hange his ideas or convietions,
And I thank God for the change, I see no
longer as through a glass darkly, but feel the
beating of the Lufinite heart a8 it throbs and
pulsates throngh the vast system of worlds, of
which T'am a part.

I have given some of the reasons why 1
advooste Spiritualism. T have still other rea-
sons, and may at no distant day transeribe
them for perssaly in the hope that what is said
may prove # blessing woall who may read.
That good may cowe to all, ix the prayer of

Dorrnvs SRINNER.
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TRY THE SPIRIS.

There is an old adage which T remember to
have used in my earth life—“a word to the
wise is snfficient.”  Whether this is true at all
timeg, and underall cirenmstances, is a mooted
gquestion. I have treated upon this subjeet in
former communications, and I find that many
who read have not proved themselves wise,
hence I fear the saying 18 not true in all cases.

In Biblical lore the world, or the inhabitants
thereof, arve divided into two cluasses; the wise
and the foolish; those who teach and those
who listen.  And we are also told by the same
authority that ont of the mouth of babes and
sucklings shall the truth be spoken. A very
common saying, in worldly vernacular, 1s that
children and fools speak the wuvuath, This
would seem to imply that the wise are not
wholly given to truthful assertions.

Hence we have the admonition te try the
spirits; for ’tis not the man who is seen that
speaks, but the uuseen man. If it were the
former, there would be less difficulty in ascer-
taining the truth, but because of the unseen
man, you are admonished to try the spirit
that gives expression; and ascertain if possible
if it be of good or evil, whether the communi-
cations tend to uplift the mind, or to degrade
the whole being.

You will perceive that there is something
for you to do. You are not told to let your
pastor or the elders of your church decide for
you, but you must try the spirits. It is an in-
dividual matter, and man is responsible to the
Infinite for the use he makes of the powers
imparted to him as an inheritance to be trans-
mitted to suceeeding generations.

Every person’s life is a record that affects
those who come after them. It matters not
how obscare the individual, an influence is
wielded for good or evil. These influences are
constantly felr, in the thronged street, in the
various relationships of life. When the rain
drops leave the clouds overhead, each drop is
independent of all others; but when they reach
the earth they become absorbed in the acen-
mulation of this element, and each particular
drop is lost sight of. Tt is thus with the in-
fluences that affect mankind, They are count-
less in number, but if analyzed when their ap-
proach is perceived, the man becomes master
of the situation. If he fails to analyze and
understand them, he will be surrounded by a
combination of influences that cannot be sep-
arated, and will be of no value as a citizen,
It thus becomes necessary to examine into
whatever is presented, and learn its meaning,
in order to be prepared to judge of the rela-
tive merits.

All things in life, whether animate or inani-
mate, have their fixed position in the world
of matter, and exert an influence over other
bodies within a certain radius.  With people,
this differs, aceording to the power of the
mind force. No two exert the same influence.
With those who possess scientific minds, and
speak and write npon the same subject; and
analyze the same objeet, a peculiar atmosphere
will be seen enshronding one that will not be
perccived attending the other, This atmos-
phere thatis brought around you by coming
in contact with the mind force of the person,

is the influence that person exerts over you,
and that is one thing referred to in the ad-
monition to try the spirits.

As it is myintention to treat the subject
from a spiritual basis, T will ask why the wri-
ter uttered this precaution, and to what charac-
ter of spirits he referred. The term is used
in a connection besides that of the disem-
bodied life forces of mankind. But we are
led to infer, from the connection, that refer-
ence was here made to the spirits of men or
beings not inhabitants of the mundane sphere
of existence. Ie said many false prophets
haye gone out into the world,

It is evident that John wished to enforce a
certain class of ideas upon the minds of those
to whom he addressed these words, admonish-
ing them to beware lest they be deceived.
“Hereby know you the spirit of God.” It is
evident that John entertained the idea thay
the spirit of God was abroad in the land,
seeking to gain an advantage over other spivits
equally in earnest in making proselytes to
their form of belief, and he proceeded to give
instruction regarding the method by which
judgment should be rendered.

It will be perceived that he assumes for them
the position of individuality, and the right to
decide according to the testimony presented,
and the judgment of the reasoning powers,
Following closely upon this liberal statement,
he gives a standard by which the decision is to
be rendered. If John believed m the miracu-
lous birth of Jesus, he would be influenced by
that belief, and if another different in opinion
regarding the miraculous elaims set forth, John
would say they were unholy influences,

There are many Johns in the world at the
present. time, self-constituted judges of what
should be believed in, and what should be re-
jected. Hence I reiterate the admonition to
try the spirits.  Yon ask how are they to be
tried. If we take a theological view of the
question, it would be much easier asking than
answering the question. The possibility of
judging of a matter, implies the necessity of
analyzing it, in order to arrive at the trath.
There must necessarily be a presentation of
facts, that ean be examined and viewed inthe
light of reason.

If a person be beyond your reach, how
can you judge of the motives actuating them ?
If, as theology claims, the spirit of man is not
allowed to leave the place to which it was
transported at the time of change, how are
mortals to judge of them, and how senseless
was the admonition of John; but if it be a
fact that spirits can return and influence or
control mortals, then the admonition is entitled
to some weight.

If the latter be true, then theology has no
rightful claim upon John, because he was
a Spiritualist. As the two elements are an-
tagonistic, there can be no fellowship, for one
is a condition of light; and the other of dark-
ness. Taking it for granted that spirits can
and do return, it becomes the duty of each in-
dividual to study their own lives, and see what
powers of attraction they possess. There is
1o Jaw in spirit life that compels us to do this.
But there is a law of sympathy, a desire to in-
struct our fellow man, and aid him in securing

kuowledge of that which is of Infinite value
to him. Itis through sympathy that we are
altracted.

But how can mortals judge of ns. If I, in
wy personality as a spirit, approach Mr. A,
how and by what law is Mr..B prepared to
judge of me, or viee versa? No two persons
are influenced precisely alike. The difference
in mind force must be considered. If all were
the xame development mentally, there would
uot he that diversity in life that now exists, If
the organie structure of the brain in all man-
kind were the same—if for instance, cauntion
was largely developed in all, the whole race
would be so cautious that grass wounld grow
in your streets, There would be such a dread
of offending one another, that every person
would forever hold their peace. If a different
organ was developed, there would be continual
scenes of strife and contention. Nature has
wisely decreed that no two persons ean be pre-
cisely alike, and henee in the application of
spirit influence by the same spirit, a different
manifestation is produced.

This law of coutrol was most beautifully re-
ferred to by Paul, who said there were differ
ent gifts, but the same spirit; that is; the ef-
feet was of a wholly different character. The
same spuit may control two different persons,
in the same room, alternately; one may have
the organ of mirthfulness largely developed,
and while under controly this faculty may be
exercised; while in another case the person
controlled may be of a sedate character, and:
there would be no attempt at mirth, even were:
the same thoughts impressed upon each. But
it might seem strange to an observer to claim
that the same intelligence controiled in both
CASES,

Thus it may be seen that no one person can
judge for another, and evidently John had this
in mind when he advised them to try the
spirits,  If it was necessary in the days of
John, it is just as much o at the present time;
and lhence 1 say unto you in the words of
John, try the spirits.

You desire to know, first, that there is some-
thing to try. To prove the fact of spirits re-
tirning to earth, I will refer you to Bible tes-
timony, that being the anchor that holds the
Christian ship from drifting into the bottom-
less ocean of infidelity.  Whatever bas been a
possibility, whatever has been a reality, may
be experienced and realized again, under simi-
lar conditions. If, at any time, in the history
of the present race, spirvits or angels appeared,
they can appear again. There has been no
changing of tho laws of nature  They are as
unchangeable as the Infinite power that
governs and directs the universe.

If an angel appeared unto Mary, then is it
possible for me to return and hold communion
with mortals. If Moses and Elias appeared
with Jesus at the Mount of Transfiguration,then
it is equally possible for Dolphus Skinner to
appear. I the prison doors were opened, and
the two disciples set at liberty, it is equally
possible for other spirits to come and unlock
the prison doors of your souls; and set vour
minds at liberty.

The teachings of theology hadnearly closed the -
avenues by which spirits come to mortals; and
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onee closed, it seems to be their determination
ta keep this browd Highway barricaded. There
isan equal determination on the part of the
gpirit world to remove all barriers, and set at
liberty the sons and daughters of men.

Much is said by sacred writers in reference
to spirits and their relationship with those of
varth.  But the wise men of the ministry as-
sume the position of unerring expounders of
the true meaning of those sentences. It makes
little difference how absurd may be the position
assumed: if some celebrated divine gives a
version of his conception of them, it is re-
garded as authoritative.

If the opinions of those in the material are
antagonistic to mine; I being a spirit, are not
my views entitled to have weight, as evidence,
of the facts which T proclaim? Bat as my
claim is worthless without proof, let us see on
which side the greater amount of evidence can
be adduced.

An individual the assertion that
spirits cannot return. What proof can he
offer in support of his position? A simple
statement amounts to nothing, only so far as
it is the expression of an individual opinion.
A person thus believing cannot be supposed to
try the spirits, not believing they are near
enough to come in eontact with him. Of course
the admonition to try the spirits has no effect
upon him, for there are no spirits to try. On
the- other hand, T assert that spirits do
return, and not only do I make the assertion,
but I manifest my own presence as a personal
witness of _the fact. Spirts do not come on
idle missions.  There is ever and always an
abject to be accomplished. And there are per-
sons in the mortal form who have seen me in
a materialized form. Thave controlled human
arganisms and given my views in publie; true,
not o naturally as I could in the form once so
familiar to many, but enough for my own
gratification, and the edification of those who
have listened to my voice.

makes

There is this difference between the two
views. The first rests wholly npon traditions,
superstitions, bigotry and prejudice; while
on the other hand are living witnesses. Now
which shonld be believed? Certainly not the
former, for in a simple justice court it would
be non-suited for want of evideoce.

But as the admonition is general; it can be
made applieable to spirits robed with mortal-
ity, as well as those disrobed.  While morta's
claim the right to try spirits, that have left
the mortal form, we, as spirits claim an equal
right in regard to those in the form. Aud
were we to judge as severely, or serutinize as
closely, as mortals do with us, we should find
many whoare weighed in the balance and found
wanting. Evidence should be weighed with
care ere final judgment is made.

The method adopted by many who claim
superior knowledge in reference to spiritual
matters, is to ignore all natural laws as not
applicable to spirits, and set up a new code
called the supernatural. There never was such
a thing as a supernatural manifestation, nor
can there be. If there were, it would’be be-
yond the range of human intelligence, and
could not benefit man at all. It would only
tend to mystify the mind.

Mankind are natural productions. They
form opinions and estimations, in accordance
with the laws of their being, which is a nat-
ural law; applicable to other forms in the ma-
terial universe, outside of man. The same law
that applies to the smallest insect, applies
equally to mankind, in their respective posi-
tions. Man cannot go beyoud the natural.
When be sceks to establish the supernatnral,
he attempts to do that which it is impossible
for him to do. It is only superstition that
ereates the supernatural, and the more super-
stitious the being, the more supernatural will
all things appear.

Leaving this realm of faney, we come to a
natural basis, and how different all things ap-
pear. Even what seemed miraculous ean be
accounted for, because man’s reason is called
into requisition, and analyzation begins, The
difference between the two positions is this:
One is governed by reason, the natural organs
of sense are used; while in the other all these
are disregarded, or used in perverted sense, and
the individual is governed by prejudice, or
feeling of some kind,

No person wishes to be considered inferior
to others, but rather the peer of all.  But how
are they lo sustain the position unless through
the exercise of the intellect'? No one will
claim that the knowledge they possess is
supernatural. It is the natural result of the
powers which belong to them. From whence
are these powers or functions derived? I
answer from nature. Natural laws encompass
all living objeets, scen or unseen.  As it is im-
possible for men to die; or for any thing in
naturve to die, (they may change,) then are all
things within the radiug of this law, Spirits
disrobed are equally subject to law as mortals;
nor can we depart therefrom any more than
mortals,

There is therefore no mystery in spirit life.
All claims of Ffaney are forgotten, and we as-
sert our positions as men and women, and seek
to analyze for ourselves in accerdance with
John’s advice. Hence we find it necessary to
ury the spirits of men, and we do not stop at
one trial, but we keep on trying continually.
If it were not for this process, little of an in-
telligent nature could be given from our side
of life,

A person who is sensitive to the accusations
of his fellow men, and is honest in his inten-
tions, seeks the society of similarly constituted
When in the socicty of such, he is

But suppose by some unforeseen

persons.
at home.
circumstanee, he is forced into the socicty of
those who have no regard for truth or honesty,
though possessed of intelligence.  What
would be such condition to that sensitive
mind ? It would be a living hell, and if there
was no eseape. it would seem to be bottomless.
Now the same experience applies to the dis-
robed spirit when broughit in cootact with
mortals, in whose souls there is not puvity,
manliness and fidelity,

How are we to judge of motives?  Only by
the effect. How are mortals to judge of us?
By the results we produce. This difference
must be borne in mind.  When upon the
material plane, every person can act independ
ently so far as they realize the position they

ocenpy. Spirits disrobed of the material, if
they manifest their presence at all, must do o
through another individuality, For the spirit
to manifest true to itself, the medium must
possess elements of character similar to those
possessed by the spirit, or the manmfestation
will not be satisfactory. Pure waler cannot
pass through impure soil without being im-
pregnated with the ewements with which it is
brought in contact. It is the same with the
spirits,

Therefore we find it necessary to try the
wediums we would use, and to the best of our
judgment secnre intelligent, reliable medinms
as far as we can. When this is accomplished,
there is no mystery connected with the matter.
A truthful person deals not in mysteries. It
is error that ever cloaks its acts with the mar-
velous and mysterions.

It is equally incumbent upon mortals to try
the spirits that come to them, for as I have
said, they always have an object, and as there
are many paths i life surrounded by both
right and wrong; the troe and false; with
motives, pure and trathful, or false and deceit-
ful, it is a matter of deep interest to ascertain
what the motives are which actuate the spirit.
Evil oftentimes steals the cloak of its neigh-
bor, to deceive by appearances; and evil dis-
posed spirits at times seek to lead astray the
pure minded investigator. Thus it becomes
pecessary to put them in the erncible, and
make a careful analysis, in order that all im-
purities may be known. Natural laws and
human reason are this erneible. As Deity
never violates natural law, all that is elaimed
to be of a supernatural character, should be
analyzed in the erncible of reason; and all
powers and forces that are brought to bear
upon mankind, which do not harmonize with
reason, should be disregarded, because they are
of human origing and the object is evil.

Human life has ever been considered a war-
fare, not of man against his fellow man, but
of unseen forces in man.  Paul illustrated
what T wish to enforee npon your minds, and
I will quote his words, found in the 6th chap-
ter of Ephesians, 12th verse: :

“ For we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against prineipalities; against  powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritnal wickedness in lhigh
places.”

It is evident that man’s condition in the
days of Paul, was similar to what are experi-
enced at the present time.  The minds of the
people were being led away from the truth, to
false gods. As [ now see the condition of
maukind, and the forees operating upon them
from without, T am led to take this view of
what was intended by Paul.

Maunkind formerly regarded all things that
¢laimed to be spiritual, ov of spiritual origin,
as coming from the Infinite. As Deity never
spoke to man, only through and by the reve-
lations of natare, we are led to the position
that all which elaimed to have a supernatural
agency, wis a mere faney, or purposed fabri}
cation to deceive the people. Thongh pre-
sented in a spiritual form, and clothed upon
with all the devices which the mind of man
can conceive, it was hat to deceive, and while
possessing the form and features of spiritual-



