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GRATUITOUS CIRCULATION,

1THE DUTY OF SPIRITUALISTS.

It is not a new subject I bring to the notice
of that class known as-Spiritualists. It is not
that you should believe in the faith and ideas

THE TIDE OF LIFE

The tide of life, which e¢bs and flows
Through all God’s broad domain,
Like surging billows comes and gocs,

With life’s unending, glad refrain.

The crowded street, or idle throng,
Care but for selfish gain;

Nor list they to the angel’s song—
“Good will towards all men.”

The rich and poor both pass along
Upon the swelling tide;

Both saint and sioner join the throng,
And travel side by side.

Each with their vessel, frail or strong,
Pursue thoir wonted way;

Mhmﬂ—w guide along

O’er life's boisterous, sca-tossed way.

The weak are often thrust aside
By those of stronger might,

And oft they sink beneath the tide
That flows where might 18 right.

The saint, with proud and haughty mien,
With scorn upon his brow,

Walks fearless on, tho' stained with crime,
Life's highway passing through.

The sinner, oft with troubled mind,
Pursues his beaten way;

With eyes uplifted, seeks to find
Hope's bright and cheering ray.

Time's ceascless current never waits,
Nor stops at man’s request;

But ebbs and flows each day and night,
Nor seeks repose or rest.

Life's waves at times roll mountain high,
A ‘When by the Storm-King led,
.And man will dare God's will defy,
When not by reason stayed.

How long shall human passion reign
* Unswayed by love divine ?
. When learn that nature has a claim,
Upon each moment’s lime ?

But as you mingle with the throng,
Take heed—a chart secure—

That when the tide bears you along,
From friends and kindred dear,

A harbor you may find at last,
‘Where loving spirits meet,

‘Where time and tide unite the past
In holy union sweeét.

Bept. 22d, 1876, AcusaW, SPRAGUE,

given through the avenues of spirit control,
but to call your attention to the great necessity
of increased diligence and watchfuluess, beset
as youare upon every hand by askeptical world
seeking to rob you of the brightest ornaments
that ever fell to the lot of mankiud; surrounded
as you are by influences both in the material
and iy spirit form, seeking to cast a shadow
over your-pathway and lead you astray. The
mind of men, when not developed and cou-
trolled by higher influences than those which
belong to the material spheres ol life, is con-
tinually wandering from the path of truth and
virtue. As there is in man’s organism a
desire for association, they naturally seek to
influence some one or more to bear them com-
pany, not lovking forward to the ultimate.
That has become a matter for future consider-
atiou, rather than the present. For centuries
this condition hias been gradually gaining the
ascendancy, until few are to be found who are
not in a measure affected by the influcnce thus
exerted.

The changes that are gradually going on in
the minds of some bring them in conflict with
preconceived ideas, hence the necessity of know-
ing what are the essentials for a true life, in
accord with the teachings of Spiritualism—
each one professing a belief in it, and knowing
of the truths embraced in its philosophy, be-
comes a target. They are singled out as
having departed from the time-worn track
of man-preseribed theories and creeds. They
liave, as it were, isolated themselves [rom the
popular religion of fashion and show, and that
brings a contlict in ideas. Each one of the
old school is a self-appointed judge to render
decisions for “or against their fellow men.
In this they are all united, no matter how
much they may differ on doctrinal points,
When the subject of Spiritualism is con-
sidered, they are as a unit, and in this unity is
their strength.. On the other hand, Spiritual
ists have failed to unite upon any rational basis,
and therefore the blows hurled by its opponents
are felt sensibly by that class who are laboring
constantly and unselfishly to bring about the
long-desired unity of purpose and action.

It is not alone in the Orthodox ranks that

opposition is met with, but to.a great extent it

- —
is found among those who claim to be in daily
intercourse with the spirits of their dep'uted
friends. That such should be the case is
a matter of surprise to the spirit world; but
from conditions beyond control, much of that
element has had to be overlooked, but the
day is dawning when Spiritualism must take
its position in the world as the great power
that is to change all the old forms and iu their
place give a more rational and natural religion;
a religion that shall lead mankind out of the
dark and bigoted forms, and open the doors of
their souls to the sunlight of truth and reason.
It is impossible for the spirit world to carry
this work to completion without the aid of
mortals; those who are willing to enlist in the
cause of truth, who know not the sensation of
fear, but armed with the shield of love forall
mankind, will go forward conquering all oppo-
sition.

The menns at hand are beingused, but nch
that should be done is left undone for the lack
of associative effort upon the part of mortals,
those who are Spiritualists. The time has
come when a solid foundation should be laid,
upon which can be built the most beautiful
philosophy ever given for man’s guidance, and
I hope to see those who are familiar with the
teachings of this philosophy coming together,
and forming in each town throughout the land
organizations where their respective spirit
friends can concentrate foractive and progress-
ive work. To do this, it is the duty of all
Spiritualists to weed out all the side issues that
have been attached to this faith, and plant
their feet firmly upon ‘the rock of truth and
reason; to meet as one family, for Spiritualism
strikes down the bars of caste, and upon the
spiritual plane all are estimated and judged by
their worth,

It is the desire of the spirit world to harmo-
nize all the different elements, and bring out
of chaos a condition, a system upon which
all can unite. Should there be differences
of opinion upon trifling matters, carry them
not into your organizations, because this faith
allows the utmost freedom of thought; for free-
dom can not be carried to such an extent as to
become a task-master. While we recognize
the natural freedom of each, we hold that in
associative effortall private opinions should be
subordinate, and all selfish aims should be laid
aside. Time will work out allthat is nceessary

in the deyelopment of individual ideas. There
should be associative effort, and for the pers
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fection of an organization, all minor matters
which relate only to individuais, should be.for
the time forgotten in the desire for the general
and permanent good, which may flow out -to
the world. '

In any community can be féund everything
necessary for an organization. Come fogether
in harmony; let your' souls be filled witha de-
sire for the good of all mankind, cast out per-
sonal selfishness, and give opportunity for the
development of mediums. Each organization
should be its own judge for this purpose. If
Spiritualists realized their own powers, there
would be less call for traveling mediums. Here-
tofore this has been a necessity, but the time
has come when every community should have
their own test mediums and speakers. It is not
only a saving in the use of money, but in this
way a higher state of spirituality can be
reached. '

A buildiag or room dedicated to spiritual
uses should not be used for any other pur
pose, as is almost invariably the case,
Spirits could then form their batteries, and
they should not be disturbed by unholy influcn-
ces that always attach themselves to the trifling
organizations that™arc traveling up and down
throngh your land. Every gathering of indi-
«viduals leaves an influence good or bad in a
building thus occupied, and hence to have the
highest™and best spirit manifestations, a roomw
used or designed for spiritual manifestations
either in speaking or any other phase, should
be held sacred to that one purpose. “Seek the
best gifts” and the holiest influence. Tt is thé
duty of Spiritualists to look at this matter as it
now exists, and sce that methods are adopted
to bring about a more healthy condltxon of in-
fluences.

Through former years, since modern Spirit_
ualism has_been known, it has, under al
the influences that have been brought to bear
against it, steadily grown, until it has become a
power in the world, that few in mortal life com-
prehend, and yet it is, comparatively speaking,
in its infancy. I mean the modern phases, for
Spiritualism proper has existed co-equal with
the Infinite power, but through the blind big-
otry of mankind, it has been thrust aside for

- the husks of theology. But as time has con-

tinued his onward march, it has come again
to the surface, and in such a form that no
power can again blot it from the minds of man-
kind. It only needs the united efforts of its
believers to place it before the world in its pre.
per light.’

It is a duty which each one owes to them-}

selves and to"humanity, to *begin now and col-
lect all who are interested, into an associative
body, and with fearless determination plant
their banners firmly upon the rock of truth,
and with Faith, Hope and Charity, march
boldly on to victory.

Aug. 23, 1876. JouNn MurraAy.

—Virtue needs not the praise of men, for
like truth, it will outlive the tongue of slander,
and is often the chief mourner at the funeral
of those who sought to rob the innocent of

nature’s brightest ornament.
Mivrrox.

JRUL RELIGION.

Tnquiry concerning this all-important subject;
18 at this time more than any other, a matter
of deep intercst. When there are so many
forms of worship, and seasons of excitement,
it is,just and proper to inquire what the causes
and what nataral results flowing out of this
condition of mentality.

M.:mking are naturally religious in-the pro-
per acceptation of the term. It is part and
parcel of man’s existence. I1le must have some-
thing to worship, whether real or assumed.
The natural tendency of his nature, is for a
pure and simple form of expression of his
thoughts and ideas, and if allowed to exercise
the facualties of mind, unbiased by outside in-
fluences, goodness would be a leading charac-
teristic of his nature. But in looking over the
condition of mankind in a religious sense, I find
that their mentality is moving in other chan
nels than those formed by nature. Artificial
avenues of thought, are sought, and in these
man rushes headlong, not knowing whether the
great result of Godliness will be reached or
not.

Religious excitement is bearing him along
on the surface in a wild tumultnous condition
without any guide or pilot to point out the
dangers which lie just in advance. Religion
is not made up of excitement. The natural
outflow of the soul is quiet and peaceful, with
a full recognition of Deity in all his works, and
a fecling of dependence of the finite upon the
Infiinite. This condition of mind does not-ad-
mit of excitement. In astate of mental excite-
mengt, man cannot judge of his own condition.
There must be a reasonable amount of judg-
ment exercised to enable the individual to
discern the difference between true religion
and the floating phantom of excitement. For
where this element runs riot it is impossible
for true religion to exist.

True religion requires calmness of thought, a
reflective mind, a feeling of responsibililty in
the exercise of powers possessed. If undue
excitement exists, man’is not in a state of men-
tality to understand or weigh such subjects.
When excitement rules the mind is not proper-
ly balanced. A general idea prevails among
the so-called religious organizations, that at cer-
tain times revivals are necessary to advance the
cause of religion. Persons of great psycholo-
gical power are secured and systematic prepa-
rations and efforts are made, to aid the Infinite
in convicting finite minds of the exceeding sin-
fulnesss of the natures God had created! Let
any candid mind reflect for 2 moment on the
absurdity of this declaTation, and they—could
not fail to discover the utter absence of the
reasoning powers of the mind.

True religion is a natural expression of the
soul. To be realized and enjoyed, it must be
sought in all calmness, and with a soul filled
with that love for the principles it inculcates,
when it leaves a sweet and blessed influence
and yields to each life perpctual happiness.
Insane demonstrations do not prove the posses-
sion of godliness, and in fact wherever you see
of hear of this form of demonstration, you may
know that God has pothing to do with it.

The theoxiés of men call for outward mani-

festation, and to satigfy u certain class of minds,
a noisy demonstration seems to be necessary
to attract the attention of Deity, who must cer-
tainly behard of hearing if so much noise is
really required. Mankind are naturally relig-
ious and with few exceptions will seck the good
and pure as naturally as mountain streams find
their course to the ocean.

In the quict hours of the night, when all
around is calm and still you can offer your de-
votions, or as you pass along through-the busy
scenes of every day life, you can ask in sincere
prayer aid from the all-loving Father hnd you
will not be disappointed. Through chaunels
known to the Infinite you will receive from the
store-house of his love, treasures which will fill
the.soul to fullness with light and joy. -

True religion is a benelit to mankind. \With-
out its possession very little of goodness, love
and kindness would be manifest in human life.
Its teachings lead maukind into the highways
and-among the lowly of carth’s children, seck-
ing for opportunities to give examples of godli-
ness, that shall win from the most hardened in
sin and wickedness acknowledgements of its
saving power. The present theory of convert-
ing souls, is but a heathen form modernized,
aud it is remarkable how much the poor hea-
then, whosc idolatrous customs have been cop-
ied aud revised, arc prayed for and pitied for
their ignorance!  This nistaken Christian pity
and sympathy sends numerous missionaries
among them, when in fact the foundation of
all religious forms of worship, now in vogue
among Christians, were practiced and are now
observed by the heathen at the present day,
who are the objects of such pity wnd commis-
geration. e

No. person ever gets religion in an hour or a
day, although many will give you the moments
or hour, when “the Iord spoke peace-to my
soul,” as they express it. Pure and undefiled
religion is a growth. It is not something that
can be grasped, and handled like a material
object—it is an element of power that can be
felt, and-made manifest in the life like a seed
sownwhich takesroot, gradually assuming form
which brings forth the ripened rich fruit of
goodness. -

There are naturallaws governing all man-
ifestations of Infinite power. No excitement
is seen in any of nature’s manifestations, True
there is an occasional voleanic eruption which
resembles a religious révival, as they are called,
more than any other form of manifestation in
nature. Inher economy, when the accumulamon
of gas and foul matter has Become a burden,
it is vomited forth amid flame and smoke
with fhunder tones, that the interior of the
planet may be at rest. The sulphurous fumes
arising are deleterious to human life, and so are
the clements thrown upon the masses of man-
kind in times of revivals, producing more or
less an unbalanced state of the nervous system
often resulting in insanity ! Nothing of God-
liness can be found in this, as evidenced by
results from the “ backsliding” which invarably
commences soon after the excitement subsides,
which is sufficient to convince any reasonable
mind, that all such revivals are the outgrowth
of buman effort and design !

Could pot the Infinite impress the mind of a
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finite being, of its unregenerated state, with-
out the aid of these self-appointed servants?
If not, then the Infinite character he has been
investéd with, falls to the grouund, for it shows
a weakness in powerand a limitinintelligence,
not ordinarily manifestin a third class revivalist!
Reason is not used in any of these frenzied
gatherings ! That power has been left at
home, or at the place of business, and after
reflection the poor dupes of psychological in-
fluence and excitement, perceive to what ex-
tent they have been played upou by designing
men under the guise of religion !

There is no need of loud sounding declaration,
or deep laid“schemes of salvation™ Lo enjoy this
element, for it comes naturally, and wherever
you sce or hear -a person making, the state-
ment, that at a particular time or place, in a
certain seat, they found religion, you may
well doubt them, for there is no truth in the
declaration, 1 care not who makes it. It is
contrary to the laws of nature, and God works
only through immnutable, natural laws! As
I have said, religion is a growth, like a plant;
it comes gently to the surface, gradually gain-
ing strength and power until the flower is scen.
Thus is true religion manifest.  Its flowers are
beautilul and fragrant, the delight of all good
and purec minded men, and like the genial,
balmy air of a May morning, giving strength
and life to the possessor, exerling a benign
influence upon all who are brought within the
circle of its radiance.

As a result peace and good will are brought
to mankind, where naught of strife is seen or
felt, but the assurances of a {uturelife! Scek
the pure and undiluted truth borne upon every

—_Dassing breeze. _All .of nature’s forces speak

plainly that God is the author of all that is
pure and holy, and sceks not the aid of excite-
ment to manifest his power and gooduess to
the children of earth.

Heathen mystification is born of excitement
and strife, but a bright day is dawning and
mankind will learn from instruction given by
the spirit world, that the lmmortality of the
soul is a natural reality of life’s uufoldments
which desires not earthly praise, but seeks
rather the pure and simple expression which
represents its fidelity to justice and truth.

True religion carries the soul away from the
cares of carth to brigBtcr and more glorious
realities; while in the earthly form communion,
may be held with those passed on to realms of
happiness, who in the fullness of love return
to and. assist those still held in memory dear
to gain gn inheritance in the summer-land of
souls.

AEril 18, 1876. T. Srare Kixe.

THE GOSPEL OF COMPASSION.

[** But while he was yet a great way off his father
saw him and had compassion on him. "]

In many. of the sayings of the Nazareue, or
those which are accredited to Him, are found
expressions filled with sympathy and love.
The comparisons used by him to illustrate what
he would impress upon the minds .of those
who listened to.him, were of such a nature
that no one ¢an reaq them and not have with-

in their own soul, a fecling of reverence for
oue 8o pure in thought.

Yet in many of them there is a tendency to
lead the mind to contemplate God as a porson-
ality. In the case of the prodigal soun’s return,
Deity is shown in the character of an carthly
parent.  That ruch was the true meaning of
Uhe Nazarene, there is good reason to doubt,
and it has been the subject of argument since
the time the records were given to the world.
That he did ndt intend to convey such an idea,
is evident, for he was-possessed of a nature
and powers, if the Christian’s claim be true,
that would have forever settled that question;
and no doubt, were his exact words copied as
they were uttered, a far different meaning
would have been derived from their recital in
the revisior and tranpslation they have under-
gone. Much bhas been changed to meet the
ideas of men, at a time when the human mind
was not as fully developed, as it is now;
consequently much that is given as the sayings
of Jesus must be taken with caution and
weighed by reason.

The intention of this good man was to reach
the comprehension of those with whom he
was brought in contact. There being at that
time a prevalent belie[ in a personal God,
illustrations of that natnre were chosen.
‘When we question the only oue who ¢an pro-

perly solve the mystery, we find that so far

from believing in a personal Deity, he knew
positively that such were but a reassertion of
the ideas of heathen mythology, handed down,
with slight variations, {rom gencration to gen-
eration; and that an attempt to change these
forms with one bold stroke, would have less-
ened his influence and opportunities to impart
knowledge to the human race. _

The idea of a personal God is held by mil-
lions at the present time, and to assert that
there is not, or cannat be such a being as
a personal Deity, would cause the person who
made such an assertion to be regarded with the
utmost contempt by those who believed in the
superstition.  "The mental branding iron would
be brought forth, and the name heretic
would be stamped in unmistakable characters
upon the broy.

Heathen mythology claims many Gods: a
God of war; of rain; of sunshine; and in all
the chauges of seasons, there was a God to di-
rect each particular element. This idea of the
personality of God, has become so firmly im-
bedded in the Christian Bible, as to render it
diflicnlt indeed to understand the true meaning
of many sentences which Jesus uttered.

The methods of writing and compiling at an
early stage ,in man’s history cause serious
doiibts as to the true meaning of words given,
The time that elapséd between their utterance
and theirsbeing given to the world in printed
form,naturally leads the mind to question many
statements that do not Farmonize with the pres-
ent developments of mind in man. The fact
that one word had becn changed, would lead
us to infer that others had been changed.

In the original manusecript, the word God
does not appear, is not used, but instead,
it reads, “the Idol says.” Changing from the
word Idol, and substituting God, leaves the
impression of personality in Deity, ¥rom this

source~has sprung the mystification that has
beclonded the hupan mind in ages past, and
still holds hhousan?s slaves to the same theory.
That the infinite power called God makes a
specialty of every mau’s case, i8 too absurd
for a moment’s consideration. Yet I remember
when m my carth life, how petitions were offered
to Deity; one asking for rain, another asking
for sunshine, one asking for a particular personal
favor, another for something else, equally san-
guine that their petitions would be granted.
I need uot go back to my childhood days. 1In
the present time the sane scenes can be wit-
nessed, and the same confidence expressed,
proving that mauokind have not yet progressd
out of that condition.

In all matters of a material nature, number-
less changes have been witnessed, and the per-
son who would bear along the customs of the
past, would be a living curiosity. Isit any
wounder that those who have moved forward
out of the prescribed limits of the past in
spiritual matters, feel to pity those who yet
cling to the obsolete ideas of the past?

Wlherever there is food for the wmind, there
must be’progression, and when a step forward
(rom the old theoriesis taken, the intelligences
of the spivit world would rejoice to sec any indi-
ividual move forward in the scale of spiritual un-
foldment. The expression used by Jesus was
of this nature. It was one of gratitude used
by bhigher intelligences when seeing onc of
their number who had squandered his time
and talents upon senseless theories and forms
which are but husks, turn from the ignorance of
the past, and embrace the truths of the presont

This is the cause of as much rejoicing in
spirit life as is represented by the illnstratiow.
And truly there is more need of rejoicing utv
the present than in the past. The intelligence
and influence of mankind have advanced, and
yet the conditions and influence of society
are such that it requires no small effort to step
out from the beaten path, social or religious,
and proclaim a theory at variance with com-
monly received ideas; and whenever we seec
one whosec mind becomes awakened to the
truth, we go to mect such an one, even while a
great way off, and with outstretched arms wel-
come them to our father’s house, where is joy
forever more.

The spiritual awakening of any person is a
matter of rejoicing, not only to themselves,
but to millions who are laboring day and
night to unfold the mind, and lead it into
channels wherd the true light may come and
find a resting place.

Various methods have been adopted in differ--
ent ages of the world, all tending to develoP
the mind force of man, and quicken their per-
ceptivitics, thus enabling them to distinguish
between the true and false in religious matters,
as well as all matters wherein mankind are so
deeply interested. Various phases of mani-
festations have been given to attract tho atten-
tion, and agitate the mind, thus producing
thought and reflection; but though successful
for a time, the ignorance and superstition of
the masses, and the cunning and intrigue of
the leaders, have succeeded, as did the Jews of
old, in crucifying the representatives of light
given to man for his spirityal guidance,
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The natural tendency of man, when not
controlled by the spiritual elements of their
natures, is to war against all that partakes of
that nature, hence millions arve to-day igno-
rantly feeding upon husks, dry and tasteless,
vet they fain would fill their minds with
wholesome food. How many among them will
show the same determination as did the young
man in the parable, refuse to be longer fed
with swine, but will arise and go to the father,
and there confess the errorsof the past, and
seek for light that will gnide them through
the crooked paths of earth life.

The spirit world are ever ready to welcome
all who will come and ask for that which will
satisfy the soul. The father who went out to
meet his child stands with open arms to-day,
ready to receive and welcome the wanderer.
For many, many years, he has been earnestly
looking for some tidings of the wayward
children of carth, and as they come one by
one, the spirit world re-echo that glad song of
praise, “the lost is found!”

Many do not understand the cause of this
rejoicing, and they curiously inquire, what ‘is
the meaning of all this? Their minds being
filled with things of a material nature, they
view all manifestationsin that light, and are
sore displeased because there is no possibility
of material gain to them.

The birth of modern Spiritualism was to the
world what basbeenrepresented in the parable.
The sons and daughters of men have wandered
from their father’s house, and many -of them
spent their lives in the fashion and follies of
the material world, which though made to
appear attractive, will in the end rob its
devotees of all that is pure in their minds, and
when 1o moTE ean Be drawn from their already
exbausted resourcesthey are cast out to perish,
or doas did the prodigal son, seek to sustain
life by feeding upon the husks which the swine
would often refuse.

To such persons, Spiritualism presents untold
beauties. The worthless material that has
been dealt out with lavish hands, is being
analyzed, and with the knowledge obtained,
mankind arc becomingmore thoroughly aroused
to their true condition. They are thus led to
reflect upon the past, and by this light illumi-
nating the mind, they see themseclves as they
truly are, filling positions far below the stand-
ard of manly intelligence. How natural that
the spirit world should go to meet such and bid
them welcome, and spread before them a feast
of realities, whereof they can partake, and
receive nourishment.

Nor is it to be wondered at that those who
see this danger should at times feel like mur-
muring when placed on a material basis, where
at present the greater portion of religious
matters are balanced. Without a high or
noble motive, thereis lack of interest, conse-
quently the feeling of irreverence which affects
the present religious forms and institutions.
Taking this view of the situation, it would be
natural to expect opposition and jealousy.
‘Whenever the spiritual of man’s nature is
brought to amaterial basis,the spiritis lost sight
of, and only the material becomes a matter of
interest, and the more the spiritual becomes
cloaded and influgneed by the material, so far

will the mind of mankind become filled with|

jealousy and strife.

‘While this js the condition of the Orthodox
world, Spiritualism, as a kind father, asks all
to come and partake of the feast spread before
them. Not to one only is the invitation ex-
tended, but to all; for there are many prodigal
sons and daughters striving to satisfy the
cravings of their souls upon the theological
busks dealt out to them Sundgy after Sunday,
but how few can say they are satisfied. The
prayers offered by souls filled with agony, ask-
ing for light to guide them, are heard by those
in spirit life who are messengers to earth.

Can we stand idle spectators, and see them
living on that which fails to satisfy them ?

We would be unworthy servants, did we fot
cometo their relief, and by tecaching a better
way, awaken the powers of mind that have
been darkened and-so long enslaved. We ex-
tend our hands to them, and invite them to
come and join the father’s household, where is
enough and more than enough to satisfy the
soul’s longing. y

There is only oneway to obtain this priceless
hoon, When you feela hungering after truth,
obey the impulses of your nature, and travel
no farther in the pathway that fails to satisfy
this longing, but turn and retrace your steps,
and cre you are far on your homeward jonrney,
you will sce thousands coming to meet you,
who will strip from you the clothing of rags,
and in their place will adorn your person with
garments suited to your position. 3

Many are traveling the beaten path of
ignorance, footsore and weary, who are as
slaves, not having the manliness to say, as did
the prodigal, *“I willarise and go to my
father’s house.” It is a matter of importance
for caech one to examine the positions
they occupy, whether they are being fed
by loving hands, or whether they are like the
beasts of the field, forced to satis{y their soul’s
cravings with what is dealt gut to them.

It is time that there were armies of prodigals
returning. The call has gone forth, and
already many are found analyzing their spirit-
ual food. Some have vesolved to be men, but
alas! a few like the dog have returned to their
vomit, poor, soul-starved and enslaved beings.

Spiritnalism comes to mankind, to elevate
them above these low debasing conditions; it
comes to array the farm in garments of beauty,
while it enlightens and- frees the mind to be-
hold the sparkling gems of truth that adorn
the soul, which must be seen and their true
value understood to be appreciated.

Aug, 29, 1876. Joux E. REvNoLDs.

-

REPENT YE, FOR THE KINGDOM
OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND!

This command has been thundered in the
ears of mankind for hundreds of years, having
been uttered by the God-man of the present
generation, -in whom there was found no guile,
It is proclaimed to-day in every orthodox
pulpit in this land, but what is the affect pro.
duced? Let us look at the way and manner in
which it is uttered, and the influences-that are
brought to bear as proof of sincerity upon the

part of those who stand up and repeat the
command.

“The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” How.is
this, when compared with the explanations given
by our friends? Do they give any proof that
there is any such place as heaven very closely
at hand? They teach that there must be a
resurrection of the body at the last great day
when the world will pass ihto oblivion; then
all those that sleep will be brought forth, and
the reign of Jesus will begin. There are few
80 ignorant at this era of man’s existence as to
believe any such theory. Ordinarily intelli-
gent school children should know that the
planet earth can never be “rolled together as
a fiery scroll and pass away!” It is one mem-
ber of the family of worlds and will continue
in motion while God, the central source of all
power, continues to exist. If the world pass
not away, then the dead are not to be raised,
and consequently the whole argument so often
promulgated, is false, for the kingdom of
heaven cannot be closely at hand, taking the
orthodox theory of the resurrection and judg-
ment into consideration. But they place it so
far that even God himself fails to see when the
realization could come.

The kingdom of heaven is with you to-day;
every one in the mortal form is carrying about
with them their heaven, and they are in their
clement of happiness, as they move on in the
avenues of life. This heaven that is spoken of
is no imaginary place of idleness tn some
far off country, where by the force of an Ir.
finite power mankind would be herded together
like cattle, or like sheep and goats, asis so
often stated. The kingdom of heaven is

within the breast of every indivitual, and |

must exist there, ifs at all.  That was the mean-
ing of Jesus when he uttered these words, and
we from spirit life repeat the message to-day-
Repent of the follies of the earth life and seck
for-light and intelligence that shall make that
heaven a home, where morning, noon and night
you can go and commune with yourself and
your spirit guides, who have found the truth
of the saying, and retnrn to mankind to give
the glad tidings. Home is where the heart is
—a place of rest and repose.

It is not some far off place where you can be
gathered in little gatherings sct apart by some
power. When you pass from the mortal form,
you will have_found your day of judgment
as much as you will ever findit. You will
then sce the record of your own life. Not to
be misunderstood in this connection,—every
person has his heaven in his own breast (if he
has any,) and he also has his day of judgment.
That “‘great and notable day” begins with
the carthly existence, and is one continual
day until you pass to the spwrit side of life.
This should be given as an interpretation of
the words, for it is the true meaning, and no
other should be given. I have tried the reali-
ties and know whereof I speak. _

Tt is the customa of many who profess to be-
lieve 1n the orthodox faith, to throw around
the mind a cloud so thick that there is no way
to reach the intelligence. This is commenced
in school. As soon even as the child is old
enough. to be taught anything, they impress

upon hijs mind that he is condemned of God;

K
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before he hag scarcely sense enongh to under-
stand the name of father and mother. They
begin by blistering: the intelligence of the
child with falsehood. You who are engaged
in such practices will have to make amends, for
that crime against GGod and mankind. There
is no more helpless object in the universe of
life than a child too feeble by its natural organ-
ization to care for itself, and yet you are tanght
that it is an ontcast from God and his love!
So long has this pernicious doctrine been thun-
dered in the ears of children, and those of
-more mature years, that it seems to have a
smart sound, and the strongest pair of lungs
to proclaim this absardity, is, in the estimation
of many, the most godly maun. There will be
a day of reckoningfor all of these, and asorrow-
ful one it willbe. Nomanis sodevoid of reason
as to believe any such absurdity for 2 moment
if he will consult his reason; but like a faith-
ful dog, they follow their master, ready to de-
fend him, and receive for payment the worth-
less crumbs which (all from desks called
sacred.

The ignorance displayed by men at this age
of the world is truly surprising, and we in
spirit life are often lost to conceive why there
can be so much superstition and bigotry, when
there is so much light which people might
have. But to-day, as when the holy man
Jesus was upon the earth the Scribes and
Pharisees asked for some sign, they ask for
signs rather than rcason. The men who are
influenced to change their minds by signs and
wonders, are of no particular benefit to any
community. To have stability, reason must be
used.

Truth has always been stigmatized by certain

~———chiSses of men. Jests came in obedience to

the: commands of natural law, but the people
did not understand him and they said he had
a devil. Who said this? Not the men who
formed the class known as his followers, but
those who had position; the Pharisees, who
made long prayers that they might be heard
of men. And there was « reason for miany of
them doing this, as is the case to-day. Iosi-
tionsarerequired,and human credulity must sup-
port those filling them. And all that does not
accord with them, like the Pharisees of
old, cry out—*“it is satan!” A very poor ar-
gument, but if good can come out of satan,
then let us have him in preference to the Phar-
isee, who has been tried,” for we have found
that yvery little is to be gained by such associa-
tions.

Truth will rise, no matter how deep it is
buried. For eighteen hundred yeard, it has
been partially hid from the sight of the world,
by a designing class of men, who could not
bear the light. T do not blame their children,
for there is seen the result of early education,
but every person who has reached the age of
aceountability should use their own mind forces,
and judge for themselves. Mankind are not

“placed in the earth life, to be like so many
posts, set in certain positions, and there remain
until a portion has become rotten, and then
fall to the ground.

Truth has come again; though hindered as
much as posible by feeble men it has come

forth bright and brilliant, so that it will call|

mankind from the pursuit of the phantom or-
thodox heaven to find the reality in their own
breasts. Instead of sleeping for untold ages
in the narrow house, you will never enter it.
The old casket will remain upon the material
side of life, but the intelligence, the personal
individuality will pass the land where joy for-
ever reigns. '

The word death has a terror for most, and
there are few who profess the popular belief
of theology who do not dread the appproach
of the hour; there is a dark and gloomy pros-
pect before them, deprived of the society of
friends. They have been told that they must
remain in this narrow house for ages, perhaps,
before they can begin to enjoy their future
existence.

Those who have passed from the mortal can
tell more truly than those yet in the mortal
form, the truth of man’s condition. Mankind
are spirits, thongh seen in mortal forms. They
are materialized spirits, who have entered upon
their future existence, for this is but the con-
tinuation of that life, in another form. When
the change, pictured by men as so dark and
gloomy, comes and you pass from one body to
another, you hardly, pereeive any change; you
see yourself as you were hefore, and you see
your former life. If you have found heaven
at home throngh the earth life, a bright and
glorious future will be yours; but if you have
been hiving ag scen of others, it will be differ-
ent.

Orthodox teachers tell yon though you live
a life of sin of the blackest dye, yet over eight-
een hundred years before these crimes were
committed, one came and took upon himself
your crimes, and now all you have to do is to
say—“Lord, forgive, I believe!” Vain delu-
sion! trust not your happiness upon any such
sandy foundation. As you sow, 8o shall yon
reap. Remember this, for it is God’s truth,
and is illustrated by nature, and if you want
a proof of my assertion, seek it in nature, and
you,will find it. If you wish to know of the
final resurrection of the old body, seek through
the laws and forms of nature, and see if you
can find'any proof of such a fallacy. It lives
only in the fruitful brain of finite men. What!
raise an old body again after the spirit has left
it. Impossible. Neither God nor man can do
it. Ttis contrary to natural law; and let me
tell you, that if you expect God to pcrform
any miraculous thing for you, any one of you,
youare mistaken. The laws that have been
given, are now, in full force and will not_be
changed. You haye to bear your own respon-
sibility. If you prefer a place where selfish-
ness reigns, yon can have your heart’s wish.
Though you now pay tribute to Casar, you
are your own Ceesar and you had better bégin
to pay tribute where it belongs.

The only avay for mankind to find their heaven
is to begin and search their own lives for it;
then it can be found. It is a gift of God to
man, a prize that should be sought, and when
found, it should be prized, forit is the gateway

to fumre happiness. When Jesus was upon

earth, those who wore flowing robes, and
made long prayers to, be heard of men, were
the class who sought to detract from t,he glory
of his mjgsion, and a “breath of tﬁexrs was con-

sidered cnough in their estimation to blast
from the earth all teachings not in harmony
with their forms and traditions, But where
are they to-day? Just where the Pharisees of
the present day will find themselves, though
they sece it not now; yet they will see in spirit
life the trath of what I now say.

Seek truth before you answer; seek knowl-
edge before you condemn. Time will bring
all forms to a true and proper level, and though
you make loud protestations, it will not avail
you, if you have not the love of God and
your fellow men in your soul. You must have
heaven in your heart before you can find hap-
piness, and if you have not that, you have not
the pearl of great price.

The spirit world see the conditions of man-
kind to-day, and have come again to their re-
lief and to protect them from the scourge of
ignorance, superstition, and religious bigotty.
The little leaven that is seen now at work, will
yet move the world from its base of sin and
corruption. The traths of Spiritualism to-day
are the same that were brought by onr Elder
Brother, the Nazarcne. He was despised,—so
are you of this faith, and as he was reviled by
certain classes, sowill you be; but like Nicode-
mus, many will come to learn of you. Be
firm, as was your Elder Brother, im your faith,
and yon will outride the storm of human super-
stition, and find your heaven close at hand, so
close that you will find you might have been
enjoying*it all through the long and dreary
time.

Be strong! If men speak of you as deluded,
you can, above all others, afford to pity them.
Show that like the platform you have commen-
ced to build upon, you adopt these words—
‘““faith, hope and charity,” and there rest, to
abide the decision of a higher power than feeble
man,

March 13th, 1876.

T. Starr Kive.

—Mirthfulness is a sure emblem of God-
liness. Whenever true religion is felt in the
soul, there is peace and joy. Could a person
possessing these elements feel otherwise than
mirthful ?  Doubts and uncertainty always
depress the soul. From such conditions it
would be unnatural to expect exhibitions of
mirth; as well might you expect to preceive a
smile on a marble statue. Many professed
Christians think religion consists in a sorrowful
cast of features. They thusseek toimpress upon
the world their devout and conscientious re-

gard for truth and holiness; but though the.

world may be deceived, yon should not thus
be deceived yourselves. God paysno attention
tosuch exhibitions of piety, but rather abhors
the person who thus masquerades before the
world in hopes of necessary praise from men
lost to the dictations of an enlightened con-
science. Mirrox.

Never rail at the world—it is just as we make it—
We see not the flower if wesow not the seed ;
And as for ill-luck, why, it's just as you take it—

The heart that’s in earnest no bars can impede.
You question tlhie justice that governs man’s breast,
) Andsay that thre search for true friendship is vain ;
But remember this world, though it be not the best,
Is the next to the best we shall ever attain.
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MODERN THEOLOGY.

A stranger T come from the spirit land fair,

To give a few thoughts T wish you ro share;

S0 without more ado, in the form of apology,
Let me say what I may about—modern theology.

Tt was often my lot when I hived there below,

To listen to statements as to where I would go,
With boldness of speech, nor a shade of apology—
Which consigned me to the pit—of modern theology!

The sulpburous fumes I would fancy were near;

“Then with great fear and trembling I oft tried to
cheer

My mind, in its angunish, which affected my body—

But no relief could I draw from modern theology.

Thus filled with dismay nnd my heart full of woe,

T sought for relief, where'er I would go;

But alas! all my searching proyed fruitless—mere
folly—

The same answer came from this modern theology.

My Methodist frlends said I was falling from
grace!

And gave me advice how to regain my lost place;

They told me Christ died for all sinners unholy,

And I must look for salvation in modern theology.

T next rought a priest, and my woes did relate;

He looked me all over from my head to my feet,

Then smiled in contempt at my heart-rending
story, !

And murmured the words—‘‘too much modern
theology!”

My soul was now sad, and mv eyes filled with tears,

As1sought my wav home, still trembling with fears;

Then I sent for a Baptist, and.said to bim plainly,

“I'm a vietim of coufidence in your modern theol-
- ogy."

He opened his mouth and then spake in this wise:

“XKnow you not that yon’ll go where the worm never
dies ?

You are not. of that number elected and holy,

Embraced-in-the-scope. of our modern theology.”

Not finding relief, as T was led to suppose,

T next sought a rector, arrayed in his robes;

He gave me_a prayer-book, which- he asked me tn
study -

Saying, ‘“this is the basis of. our modern theology.”

T lonked the hook over. both 1nside avd out,

And the more my mind questioned, the more filled
with doubt;

T asked for the anthor of what seemed to him holy,

The answer came quickly—*‘‘ why, our modern theol-

ogy'"

T was filled with surprise at what I knew was untrue,

That from original sin T could be saved with a few,

By reading the prayers framed by doctors of divin-
« ity

To enforce all the claims of modern theology.

T next, sought a brother with countenance mild,

‘“ A Universalist,” he said, ‘‘ where truth did abide.”
He asked me to call at his little Sanctuary,

And Jearn what he considered a perfect theology.

On the next Sabbath morning, with earnest desire,

1 sought out the place I!d been led to admire;

I gave.strict attention to their life preserving policy,
But still it was clonded with modern theology.

Seeing no ground where my faith could repose,

I called on the brother and related my woes,

T asked *‘ what's your basjs, a8 an organized body #”

He said, ‘' of course, we are governed by modern
theology.”

I bade bim adieu, and thus took my leave,
Determined no-more such views to receive;

Sa retracmg my steps to my home, I said boldly—
T'I'have no more fellowship with modern theology.

Thus 1 lived as a man, till one bright sunny day,
1 was called by the angels from earth toils away,

With my miuvd free from darkness, corruption and
envy,
L had seen in my journeying in modern theology.

Now, freed from the mortal that held me a slave,
I can wander at will, and oft visit my grave;
While reading the name inscribed o’er my body,
I rejoice that I never was a slave to theology.

Life now presents beauties more grand and sublime;

Tt heeds not the founders of cloister or shrine,,

But an emblem I see full of spiritual beauty,

Not tainted by ecreeds or with modern theology.
Oct. 13th, 1876. J. E. M,

-

THE INFLUENCE OF SPIRITUAL-
ISM UPON THE WORLD.

The present is not unlike preceding ages in
the manifestation of powers and forces which
effect the minds of mankind, causing thoughts
to arise in regard to whatis presented. Every
age bas had its reformers; men who were im-
pelled to march in advance of the masses.
Those who were chosen to perform this duty,
at the time they lived, were always looked
upon as deluded individuals, following phan-
toms that would elude their grasp, just.at the
moment when they thought they possessed 3
reality. Tt has been the mission of some to
occupy this position, owing to their peculiar
structure or temperament, having the gualities
of mind that enabled them to be inflnenced or
turned into the path which was presented to
them as the highway of justice and right.

From such beginnings have sprung all the
organizations now so numerous in the world.
Kingdoms have been overthrown by the bold-
ness of a single individnal seizing the banner
of right, and holdingit in the face of a threat-
ening populace. Such was the case yhen
Cromwell seized the throne of England, and
marched through her land, leveling the feudal
customs of all who persisted in their allegiance
to the powers that were lurking in exile. Such
was the secret, also, of the Awmerican revoln-
tion. There must .be a mind to assume. the
ihittiatory steps, ere the masses .will fly to the
rescue.- The .same spirit of liberty may be
smonldermg in the breasts of thousands, but
unless some one steps to the front, the qmonld
ering flame will not burst forth. When the
world had been dejuged in blood by the
crusades, and Rome was the acknowledged
mistress of the world, it was no trifling matter
for a man to stand up aund proclaim her perfidy
iv’the face o her adherents. Yet a man was
found in the person of Martin Luther who
dared to so do; and he sounded the firist notes
for mental freedom that had been heard for
centuries.  The, anathemas of the Roman

pontiff were hurled against him, yet he fal-,

tered .:not. In courseof time came other minds;
some of them are held in most sacred remem-
brance by;tbe Christian world at this time. The

were the stepping stones to what has since
come,to jless humamty. We might trace the
line from Luther down 'to "almost within the
rgcollection of men of the present time, and
the same course has bgey followed, producmg
correspondmg resnlts. The teachxngs of many
wbo hhve lived in the past, 'thongh not Jo
harmpny with those of the Romish Church
still partook in a measure, of the prmclples
imbibed in early hfe. The labor of

eradicating’ the ideas and principles fas-
tened upon the minds of the young, cannot
be performed in one age, especially if the
same element is found exerting an influence
upon the surrounding conditions; for éach
person exerts an influence either good or evil
upon those with whormy they are brought in
contact. i

From the teachings of Luther and his
followers have sprung the most of the numer-
ous organizations denominated Christian of
the present day. All these organizaions have
had their leaders; men who refused to be
Joriger controlled by the arbitrary measures
that had followed them as the result of priest-
ly power and intluence. It is not my intention
at this time to arraign the Christian organiza-
tions as they arestyled, but to show the con-
ditions of mankind, and the great need for
the Spiritnalist faith that is now spreading over
the world. Spiritualism is a philosophy and
science surpasses all forms of religious teach-
ingd that have been given to the world, since
the mission of the Nazarene was brought to a
close by the persecutions of the so-called re-
ligious elements of his day and age, embracing
as it does all the principles of God’s dealings
with mankind, throngh the natural channels of
communication.

The term Spiritualist, as applied to the
Iiberal minds who have thrown off the shackles

‘of religious bigotry and assumed the position

of men and women, is of no consequence, but
the principles contained therein. The pame
effects not the purpose of the work now being
performed, but it is necessary to designate bne
form from another. Claiming the name from
the principles, those who are ¢alled Spiritualists
are justly entitled to as munch respect for their
pritciples as any other form of Christian wor-
sbip; and if the principles of truth and justice
weigh anything in the scales of public opinion,
the Spiritualist is entitled to more consider-
ation, for their principles are the embodiment
of freedom in its purest sense. The influence
of this doctrine npon the world, 8 more in
harmony with the teachings of nature than all
the others combined, for it recognizes only the
teachings'of nature as the voice of the Infinite,
through natural chanuels expressed, whereby
mankind can possibly come into holy com-
funion with the all-fathet’s desires. Were
God apersonality, Spiritualism might be a sub-
ject of ridicule, but when we realize that God
is a spirit, and man can ouly worship him
through spirit, that at once stamps it as the
only rational method whereby,man can truly
learn what his didties are.

The mind having been held in subjection for
so long a time, it is not to be expected that
such a radical change could be made in a day,
but like all reforms, the mind’ must grow to
comprehend its beautics. The difference in
organization, renders some more susceptible to
the influence of spirits operating upon them,
and hence those who are so constituted are
the pioneers in this great catise, most of them
belonging to the class designated mediums, of
whom so much is said at the present time.
Instead of combating mediumship, it should
be souf ht-and eéncouraged, as far at the powers
of reason will dictate: All mediums are of
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that peculiar, sensitive nature which feels, and

"to a certain extent shares the suffering of

others; they possess the peculiar organisms
that those in spirit life seek touse as instruments
for the ‘propagation of that which appears to
them to be a necessity for the world. The
teachings that tome to mankind through these
channels are often disputed, and the mediums
subjected to all the indecencies that can ‘be
heaped upon them; and for what? Because
they are used as instruments between the two
worlds, to bear the words of loving friends,
who, having their souls filled with the sweets
of affection, wish to give what information
they can of their conditions in spirit life.

Spiritualism is the continuation of the mis-
sion of the Nazarene. Had not the bigotry
and ignorance of mankind closed the doors of
the spirit world, saying we want no more, a
far different state of mentality would be seen
in the world at this time. The gross errors
that have been palmed npon the world in the
name of religion, would notexist. It isowing
to the absence of medinms and spiritunal truth,
that mankind are found wallowing in the pools
of blind ignorance and superstition. The ab-
sence of these is the cause also of all ithe
religious wars that have deluged the world in
blood in years past, and even down to the
present day, for scarcely an element of discord
has arisen between two pations that the re-
ligious element has not been connected with,
and often it has been the sole cause. When
mental freedom is ignored, there cannot Le
gpiritnal concord, for there must be a harmoni-
zation of all the natural forces of the mind
and of elements before communion can be held
with the more advanced iu spirit life.

The=Mwning of freedom in this western
world was the foundation of spiritual inter-
course. It had been struggling to gain a po-
sition in every age of the world, but its
adherents had, like Jesus, been nailed to the
cross, or burned at the stake. Those in spirit
life, thonugh having the same feelings of love
for their friends, foxbore to manifest them-
selves until it could be done with safety to
their instruments and profit to the world.
Certain conditions were necessary to prepare
the public mind for this child of nature to
This was seen by the
spirit world when the Roman yoke was thrown
off, and a small spark of freedom glistened in the
firmament of the religious elements, then.in
their infancy, To have thrust this most pre-
cious boon upon the public attention at that
time would have resulted in confusion. The
minds were not educated in spiritnal matters,
All their teachings had been in accordance
with the material interests of the Roman
Church and pontiff. Though many of those
filling the positions of priest and confessor,
recognize the truth of spirit influence, still they
dare not proclaim it.

The mind must of necessity be educated out
of the prescribed channels, ere it can compre-
hend what treasures are in store for them in
the land that is to them so dark and mysteri-
ous. This educational system has been gain-
ing steadily for centuries, aided and propelled
by those in spirit life, vho felt the nedessity of
again opening the flood-gates, and pouring into [

the minds of mortals the waters of life and
light. Gradual as has been this system of edu-
cation, the old recognized forms have seen it
rising like a cloud in the ecast, and they have
prepartd to do battle; to slay the offspring of
Divine wisdom, ére it had reached tbe mature
yeirs of manhood. For twenty-eight years
has this child of heaven been growing, and
though buffeted by the enemies of spiritual
freedom, it has gradually assumed such pro-
portions that it is not looked upon as a child,
but a3 a giant that is marching boldly thronugh
the land, béaring the banner of freedom, and
enrollmg many of the brightest minds that-are
known to the present age. The march is still
onward, and wherever it has met its former
foes, they have been vanqguished and driven
into the dark and gloomy abodes of ignorance
and bigotry. Why is it that Spiritualism 1s
attracting 'the attention of every person con-
nected with the -pulpit and 'secular press all
through the land? Is it because it is what
they ave pleased to term it—a phantom ? Ave
people alarmed at phantoms? How eagerly
do the public press grasp at anything-that may
be said against the principles of this power,
for they see the handwriting upon ‘the wall,
telling them they have been weighed in the
scales of Divine justice, and found wanting.
Do these slanders effect the principles of
Spiritualism? Not in the least. I[ therc'are
{frauds perpetrated in its name, the spirit world
is as earnest in exposing them as mortals can
be. While showing an earnestness to expose
what are termed frauds, let the enlightened
journalist explain the tiny rap, if within the
capability of mortals to do it. If not, then
expose all the [rauds, for if frauds they be,
they will sink into oblivion ; but if they are
true, no offort of the press can destroy or stay
them; they may prejudice aud blind public
opinion for a time, but the forces in spirit
life are more powerful than any that can be
brought against them, clothed in mortal forms.

s

The principles of Spiritnalism do not rest
upon the opinions or conditions of mortals.
They are from the Infinite, #nd though all
the earth combine, ‘they cannot agamn close
the doors. The conditions of mankind are
such that they cannot longer resist the influence
of gpirits. The nature of which they are
composed has become by evalution so refined
that few are found who are not subject to the
iufluence of spirits. The advanced conditions
of mankind are due wholly’ to the power of
spirit influence. Did the telegraph orginate
with mortdls, or in spi  life? True, you
in mortal form claim the honor, but like
many- other o©laims put forth they are
without fovhdation. The principles of tele-
graphy are wholly from spirit life, where they
were known and are to this day practiced to
a greater extent and perfection than anything
knoyn on the material plane. One mind can
commune with another through the prinéiples
of mental telegraphy with more edse and ra-
pidity than anything ever conceived by mortals.
Those sensitives who are in such rapport as to
receive mess’ages direct from'any of the planets
that exist in.the xegxons of space, understand
it well.

¥ Does the power of thought emanate from

the materjal or from the spiritual ? Separate
the two, and see how much religion you can
derive from the physical or material. You
will try in vain, Matter not controlled by
spirit is useless, as far as the manifestation of
thoughts and ideas is comcerned. The spirit
being fhe foundation of all thought, derives
its information from spiritual sources. The
material is only its servant, to be used in the
transmitting of the intelligence thus garnered.

Is there any power in matter? Wherein
does it cxist ?  Separate it from spirit and what
do you find. A massof bone, muscles and flesh,
that must be coveréd from your sight to hide
its hideousness and corruption. All there is
of man that is worth a moment’s consideration,
is the spint. From that, men derive all their
information and pleasures, The application
of these powers, soas to derive the most per-
fect manifestation, is the mission of Spiritual-
ism. In onec sense,it. may be said to have
varions missions, but in this one it excels all
others. It teaches man what he is, and what
he -may be.. It directs the march into har-
momr\mg the soul with nature and thus brings
man'in direct gommunion  with the Infinite.
It dries up the flowing tears of the widow and
orphan, because it aSsures them that though
separated, the vail is so thin that under proper
conditions they’ can again look upon the face
of The loved one. It opens thé spiritual sight
of mortals, that has been closed by priesteraft
and religious bigotry, and directs the gaze to
the not far-off shores, where are joysevermore,
[t teaches man to respect the claims of benevo-
lence and not to drive the widow and orphan
hungry from your door. It teaches morality,
and places mankind in their proper sphere. It
strips the robes from the priest, and exposes
the rottenness that they cover up. It opens
the doors of nature’s storehouse, and bids all
come and learn from the great teacher. It
binds together all the pure elements, and scat-
ters to the free winds of heaven all that is base
and 1mpure.

Many oppose its progress because of these

principles.  They fear lest through the chan-
nels of ‘mediumship the corruptions practiced
upon mankind shall be exposed, and lucrative
positions lost.
“ A true Spiritualist is not an idler. These
pnncxples call forth all the enérgy there is in
man’s nature, and he who would be counted
worthy, must be up and doing. The influence
of Spn’tuahsm would be' the same, if it went
by any other dame. The sm id not what we
are impressing upon the. minds of men. The
world has been cursed by <sms toe long
already, but true principles have not been
found, and only in Spiritualism can be found
the principles that should fill the breasts of
every one. -

We invite the most searching scrutiny into
its principles, knowing that when unbiased by
theological teachings, every man and woman
of average mental’ capacity, will acknowl-
‘edge that in this faith alone is found the assur-
ance and positive knowledge of a future state,
withoutwhich’life would be adreary path, full
of thorns, sorrdow amd misery, and at last end-
ing in dark oblivion !

Aug 8,/1876. W. E. CHANNING.
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=~ Please pass the OLIVE BRANCH round among
friends and neighbors.

255" Back numbers cannot be supplied this year.
The demand for the OLIVE BRANCH increases so rap-
idly, it is impracticable.

£ Thousands of coples will be sent out this year,
free to all who choose to read. 1t is a love offering
from the spirit-world to mankind. It should be read
by millions. May the Dove of Peace car(y it on wings
of love to all.

g~ Services conducted by the Spirit Circle, through
the mediumship of A. A. WHERELOCK, every Sunday
in Progressive Hall, io the Reynolds Building, on
John street, at 103 A. M. and 7 P. M.

=" Business Meeting and Social Conference of the
Society of The Friends of Progess in the Hzll every
Friday evening, commencing at 7} o'clock. Every
other week, on Friday evening, the Spirit Circle will
answer questions, Spirit Jolin Milton controlling for
that purpose. All interested are invited.

NOWTO HIM TITAT OVERCOMETII
IS TIE REWARD.

The thoughts I would bring you at this time
are in harmony with the- philosophy of Spirit-
ualism, that each person receives just what
they earn. Though differing mentally from
my brethren who teach the theory of salvation
through the blood, or any of the various meth-
ods that have been taught in the past, the
truth comes with a certain assurance that man-
kind cannot receive what they are not justly
entitled to.

I am aware that certain theologians will
differwith me, but I must give, if Ispeak at all,
my conviétionsas to the true and only method
whereby jnstice can be meted out to all. Paul,
the schoolmaster and instructor of theology,
was something of a Spiritnalist, and in many
of bhis communications the principles are
plainly set forth. My orthodox friends who
helieve in the records of that book, will hardly
dare dispute them, though they bear strong
and unmistakable testimony in favor of the
doctrines of Spiritualism.

I recognize the justice of the Infinite power,
that all, whether bond or free, have equal free-
dom of thought, and are spiritually free. The
material conditions that surround you, often
place bonds so firmly that the connection be-
tween even members of the same family is
obstructed, but these are only natural to the
material world.

God is no respecter of persons, though some
claim to be the chosen or elect. It is only in
the minds of mortals that such a condition
ever found breath. Were it true, they would
receive rewards unjustly, for as far as human
ken can perceive, there is no manifest differ-
ence between the elect and the sinner. 'What-
ever man receives from the Infinite is a just
compensationl for services performed, not a
favor, although many noted divines claim the
contrary.

The, doctrine of election (its believers- aré
few now, yet there was a time when they-were
numbered by thousands,)  has always had a
tendency tq disgracé mankind ; to; take from

man his powers of manhood, and cultivate a
condition of idleness, and a careless feeling
for the future. If any person have the posi-
tive assurance that all will be well with them,
what need of labor? What is now seen in
every day life? Idleness and profligacy in
many of its various forms. There is not that
self reliance nor independence of character
desirable ; neither can there be under such
conditions. The ground work is non-responsi-
| bility. TLabor is despised, and the man who
struggles for food to sustain himsell and family,
is looked upon as a being far below the level
of manhood, when in fact he is the type of
what God desires in man. This_doctrine of
election has a similar eflect upon the spiritual
contlitions of mankind. It cultivates {eelings
of selfishness, of arrogance,“a disposition to
look doan upon their fellow men who differ
with them. Much evil has arizen in connection
with the promulgation of this most pernicious
doctrine. The spirit world are laboring to
counteract the evils arising from this absurd
theory. TIs there any justice in it, when con-
gidered from a finite conception of right ? If
not, then how can it be the just decrce of the
Infinite ? That class are not satisfied with what
they earn, but claim a large percentage of what
their neighbor has acquired, particularly if he
is is on the opposite side, or out of the fold.

In the material world few receive their just
deserts at the hands of their fellow men. This
idea of caste has been sounded in their cars so
long that fear has been constantly increased
until 2 man to be recognized as a man, must
be connected with the royal family, and belong
to the chosen children of God! For them the
fatted calf is killed, and woe betide the poor
man who thongh every way worthy, dares to
claim a portion as his share. This feeling can
be traced back as far as Bible history goes, but
is found in no other. |

In all ages the chosen people have been earn-
est in enforcing their demands upon an igmo-
rant world.

All attempts to make this apparent, creates
opposition, for when a man has placed himsel:
in a position where he is surrounded by all the
Juxuries earth can afford, he will exert all his
energies to retain that position.

* This is the outgrowth of the doctrine, self-
ishness, and it is not uncommon to see such
persons fold their mantles about them for fear
of being brought in contact with their brother-
man whose toil would defile their sanctimo-
niousbodies. They are the gpiritual cormorants
that would grasp all and then thank God that
they were not like other- men. These condi-
tions are not .confined to the laymen, but to
many who Havethe title of D. D. to their
names, and havean honorable degree conferred
upon them fon their great services in spreading
abroad the poisonous plague of error! They
covet what they do not earn, but make
their claims and demands through grace, that

above all others, and claim as a right the high
seats at the feasts.

This condition can be traced from the world’s
history of-the race down to the present, and
although many claim that old things have pass-

ed-away and all have, become new, yet there is

for their particular services, they were favored:

g0 much that gratifics the vanity of human
beings, they make an exception of past events,
as a special favor. Itis the work of Spiritu-
alism to counteract this growing evil,

When mankind were -in ignorance of their
future, or of the realities of life, and depend-
ing upon the records of the past for proof,
there was no way to arrive at'a just conception
of the trne meaning of many of the words thus
recorded, or any probability of ascertaining
whether the records were as they were origin-
ally given. 'When mankind held the key that
unlocked the seeret chambers of the past, they
were in comparative security, and the world
was then forced to bow n subinission to man’s
deeree.  Centuries have passed into the record
of time, and this spirit of oppression and ty-
ranny has been gaining strength, not only in
numbers but influence. Until within a few
years past, the laws were so stringent that a
man’s lile was at the mercy of thefanatics who
claim to have the blood mark of Jesus upon
their foreheads. But it is not neccessary to
search the vecords of the past, you have but to
look abont you to find similar conditions exist-
ing in your midst. Althongh the laws have
been modified, the minds of this class of men
remain the same, and t.h'e same feeling exists
that filled the breasts of those men who suffer-
ed death by being bound to the stake and be-
came the world’s martyrs for the trath. Isit
strange that under such influences, the progress
of any new principle shonld be slow in taking
formi? The greater wonder is that any tangi-
ble form can he established.

It is only when mankind become convinced
of the trne conditions of life, that they are pre-
pared to advance in the seale of nsefulness.

An ignorant person is no particular henefit
in commuanity, and what is true in regard to
inaterial life is equally true with the manifes-
tation of the same forces in spiritnal unfold-
ments.  If the mind be darkened by bigotry,
as regards man’s spiritual conditions, it will be
felt and seen in his daily life and dealings with
his fellow men. Any man individually, or a
vumber of men associated together, having
these ideas established, firmly implanted in
their minds, will not stop to consider whether
they are robbing the poor or not; it makes l:t-
tle or no difference. They have this assurance
or claim to, that it is all well with them, and
no matter what they do, it must be just and
right, else they could not be the instrnments
in the hands of Deity. This system encour-
ages dishonesty and theft, and is one of the rea-
sous why the nation has to cover its fage for
shame at the conduct of some of its trusted
officials. Were it instilled in the minds of
mankind that rewards come only by, merit, a
far different condition would exist, and less
of these peculiarities than are now secn on
every hand.

It is not to merit that man renders the palm
of success, but to the person who can pay the
most liberally for the favors granted. This
principle, if principle it can be called, is the
ontgrowth of this pernicious theory of election
and adoption. It makes a man a machine to

be operated upon, and should he steal from his
employers he hag the satisfaction of knowing

he, has dong¢ no worse than Ged dire_'cm his
- -~
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chosen people to do; and upon the hypothesis
that they are chosen instruments, they have
as much right to what bhelongs to their neigh-
bors, as did.the Jews of the past, when they
followed a life of God-directed brigandage.

A, true condition of manhood, cannot be
reached, wherever these doctrines are prac-
ticed.

ITonesty would be in direct antagonism with
the theories tanght. What is the good orben:
efit of the commandment, thou shalt not steal
or kill, when the accredited power with the
same breath, directs the same persons to go
over against their neighbors, and rob them of
all their earthly possessions, and then slay them,
sparing neither old or young! Was there any
degree of conscience exhibited by this race of
people? If there was, no record is given, hut
frequent mention is made of their murderons
acts, and giving their God the glory of their
success.

They were God’s chosen people, and what
difference can there be between the desire of a
murderer in the past and the present? The
Infinite cannot change. In e¥ery sacred desk
throughout the 1and you hear- it proclaimed
that God ir an unchangeable being,who delights
not in the death of a sinner, but rather all
should come to him. At the same time it is
said that if a man die in his sins, he can never
enjoy the sweet peace of heavenly rest, pre-
pared for the righteons.

Why was the wholesale slaughter of inno-
cent men, women and children to which I have
referred? Why this doctrine of election, that
certain ones are destined to live in the smiles
of an ever loving God, while millions who had
no part or lot in their own formation, but were
forced_ into life by the Jaw of leing, are to be

" cast into outer darkness ? I this justice!? Ts
it the wisdom of an all-wise God ? Tt is truly
deplorable that mankind should have so far al-
lowed their minds to become filled with such
poisonous influences, yet millions dre found
listening and inhaling the sulphurous fumes
every Sunday, and then through the week in
busdiness and otherwise, seek by every means
known to the finite mind,'to gainah advantage
over their less fortunate brother. "This is the
natural result of the teaching, and T am fully
convinced that to this doctrine can be traced
most, if not all ot _the crimes that now fill your
daily journals. Man’s general responsibility is
ignored, spiritnally, and what tau be expected
of a person who feels the assurance that by a
petition of a momcnt’ d'uratmn, all the crimes
and follies of a lifetinte cdn be blotted out!
The principle is devilish, and' in its influence
upon the human family is only evil.  The
theory of receiving rewards through gracé
looks beautiful to some, but remember that of- [
ten benéath' the most atfractive ovtward ap-
pearance calumny brinisa poisonousinflnence,
and sich are the evil results proceeding from
this unnatural l.heory

The hlghest and mgst’perfect administration
of juktice, is, ‘that a map shall receive that
which is his own, not awar ded to him as a fa-
vor by’ another, but as his right. Until such
is the case, the world is a debtor to him and he
has a claim against it that must at_some time
be se*ttled Every one has a nght to their

own, and “od will not withhold thatfrom even
the most obscure individual.

The" spirit world know that there are no
respecters of persons outside the realm of hu-
man jurisprudence; that when the angel of
deliverance comes, all barriers raised by, man-
kind fall to the ground, and the monarch and
serfs travel side by side. What then is the
beneflt of this theory of electing or setting
apart a few, when it cannot exist only in
the mortal life? Does it partake of even
finite intelligence?

My friends, what you earn you will receive—
nothing more. . It will not avail you to say I
was a member of Mr. Smith’s congregation, and
did not recognize others as Christians. yon
will find millions of kindred spirits to meet you,
who are diligently trying to make their way up
out of a mental hell. Whether mankind be-
lieve it’or not, there are mental conditions in
spirit life that are as hot as the fertile brain of
man ever conceived, but they are not eternal.

Aspiration and earnest desire will gradually
unfold the mind, and in due time, the spirit,
freed from these dogmas, will take nup the
thread of life, and begin the ascent of the hills
of spiritnal knowledge. Then can their friends
lenrn of them, not before, for they have the
work of nndoing the great wrong which has
been implanted in their souls, through igno-
rance, While there is any vestige of that
blighting curse left the spirit cannot. advance.
It must he cleansed and made pure and un-
se]ﬁsh';' then how gladly will they welcome the
hour when they can express their minds to
those who are still struggling with the errors
of mankind.

The spirit world send out messengersin great
mumbers to, bear the glad tidingseto the chil-
dren of earth, to lead them onward, not throwgh
fear, but through love and affection. The
earnestness manifested by the inhabitants of
spirit life would be a surprise to mortals, could
they see it. Many are being developed for the
purpose of giving the friends who have passed
out of your homes an opportunity to manifest
their presence.

There is no favoritism here; no election, but
all reflects the wisdom of the Infinite! No
closing the doors because such an one believes
in using water freely, and that one thipks a
legs quantity suflicient. This feeling is the
outgrowth of man’s limited conceptions, and
ceases with the mortal. It makes no difference
what church you belong to, or whether you are
gmember of any church. If the mipd i 18 stored
with God’s tr uth, and the record of earth
life is in accordance with justice and truth, you
need have no fears of the change, for \where
| these quahﬁcfxtlous are found,, thereis good-
ness, and that is the highest attainment that
mortals .¢an reach. But without this quaht),
no matter how much you build, or claim to
belong to the chosen members of God’s private
family, you will, find you lack the necessa-
ry qualifications to be accept_gf)le to the infin-
1te Power. ¢

You will receive what you earp, not t.hrough
grace, but as your due. It is jyoyr right, you
can demand it, and Infinite justice will enforce
your, claup, for t,hank God' we ’have ng need
nf ,qrbltmry me').pmos m q_plpt life., ,Each, 18

only- too willingto~ accord to each what is
theirs to enjoy.

My friends, who still adhclc to the doctrines
so full of deception, ere yon pass another day,
take your Bible, tead for yourself, draw your
own conclusions, but do not go any faster than
you can comprehend. The great trouble is,
men readitoo fast; they do not analyze what
they read. There is no statement in any book,
that man has not the right to question. That
is why books are made. If contradictions are
found, search deeper into the mystei'y and see

Lif you can perceive how an infinitely wise pow-

er could be capable of misstating facts. Auny
person who fails to read and investigate for
himself, is not worthy a place among the
more enlightened of the land.

Mankind are requested to analyze cvery man-
ifestation in nature; that is what your intelli-
genge is for; uot to be led as slaves, to do the
bidding of any task master. If you'would be
free, yonu mnst assert your freedom. Never
be known as a slave.  OF all the debasing con-
ditions known to man, there is none so deﬂrad-
ing ag the euslaving of the mind. '\Vhelevex
freedom of investigation is denied, beware lest
you be bound hand and foot; when the mind
is fettered, it is but a trifling matter to place
upon the body the yoke of oppression.

Ever bear in mind that what you earn, that
will you receive, nothing more. If you would
be rich in spiritnality, struggle to attain its
treasures; constantly gather them [or future
use. Let your influence be felt by all with
whom you are brought in contact. The jour-
ney throngh the mortal existence may be made
one continual stream of happiness, if mankind
but vealized their obligations one towards an-
other,and instead of trying to take from, would
render to each what is theirs by right. Every
act of justice is a flower, and there is an abun-
dance in spirit life; your spirit guide will ac-
company you, and drop a flower for every act,
that your pathway may be one of beauty.

Begin life with a trne conception of its ob-
jects, and its realization. To sueh the pearly
gates are open. They will not have to pass
throngh the dark and gloomy avenues of doubt
and ignorange; but when the thread of life is
severed with the mortal, it can be taken up in
the land of the spirit, and the journey which
whs 8o full of happiness in the mortal, will con-
tinue to grow brighter each day.

Please reflect upon these few thoughts com-
ing from .one who feels for- the condition of
mortals, and who in earth life strnggled to
give truth a firm position, and to place igno-
rance 4nd fiction Beneath my feet. The feeling
that. actuated me then; fill§ my. soul at this
time, only intensified by the more clear con-
victions that imy cause as just and in hars
mony with God’s divine*decree, and his mani-
festations through nature, where each can learn
of him if they diligently seek.

Aug. 20th, 1876 ToeoporRE PARKER.

s ——

—For the vagariés-of the clouds -the Infi-
dels propose to substityte the realities of earth ;
for superstition, the splendid demonstrations
and -achievements of Sgience,; and for theo-
logical Wranpy, the chajplessdiberty of thought,
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DOES SPIRITUALISM PROVE IN-
DIVIDUALITY OF THE SOUL.

The minds of men are often moved by im-
pulses. Oune day thereis a calm like a vessel
lying at anchor upon the bosom of the mighty
ocean; the next a storm has arisen, and the
vessel is tosed hither and thither, every
moment in danger of being engulfed within
the rolling billows, and as history records the
events, many a staunch vessel has sunk to rise
no more and the occupants are lost to themate-
rial world.

The tempest-tossed vessel is not unlike the
human mind in its operations upon the indivi-
dual. TFrom the peculiarities in man’s
organism, to-day there is a calm expression, all
nature seems in Aweet harmony, but by a turn
of the wheel the calm is disturbed, and ere the
individual is aware of the natural soundings,
a mighty mental, tempest is raging within,
threatening to engulf every thing which belongs
to human interest. The minds of people are
often seen in this condition and many a
staunch human vessel has sunk out of sight to
rise no more in the material world. Mankind
are subjected to, and to a great extent governed
by the conditions surrounding them, that make
or nnmake the material and spiritual conditions
for the present and future.

The various systems of education now in
form and practice, effect the mind as the tem-
pest does the vessel. From one theory comes
a calm, to be followed by a storm destrugtive
in its effects, tossing the individual like a frail
bark Dbefore the tempest, This is seen in
various conditions in political affairs. There
are scasons of quiet repose, to be again dis-
turbed by succeeding storms. The religious
world follow in the footseps “of other organ-
izations; for the present forms never inaugurate
any new ones, but follow in the wake of some
leader, no matter what creed or theory he pos-
sess, so that popularity he obtained.

The great study of mankind at the present
as well agin the past, is to solve the problem
of immortality. To this end, history has been
searched for records from the past bearing
upon this all-important, subject, but alas! no
records are to be found that give any positive
assurance of that fact, {or when traced to their
origin, the hand of manis so plairly séen, that
the calm which pervaded the system at the
beginning of the search; has ceased, and the
mind is again in a state of tumult and com:
motion. For thousands of years mankind
have endeavored to find some positive proof
to satisfy the mind; where the anchor of hope
could rest, and the human vessel ride in safety.
For a time a faint shadow would come over
the vision, and then a state of hope-
fulness, that at last the mystery had been
solved, but a word and the whole surface is
disturbed. This human life is in constant
connection, first a calm, then a storm, to be
followed by another calm, and is |continually
changing. No place has yet been found where
the mind could gast anchor and feel safe. In
vain man ‘turns for consolation to the bHook|to
which is calléd God’s revealed 'word, but not
there is perfect peace of mind found, and few|
indeed of the most faithful ‘followers who do

not 'tremble “whén the hour for ‘leaving ‘thef

materiil comes. Faith may carry a person
through life when all is bright and jogous,
but when the hour for separation approaches,
it fails to give positive assnrance, and millions
have passed on“to spirit life as ignorant of its
conditions as the Hindoo mother who bas faith
in her idol, and upon that faith, destroys her
infant child by casting it into the stream, I
repeat that millions of those who are known
as professed Christians have come to spirit life
as ignorant of its surroundings and-conditions
as this poor ignorant Hindoo. They had faith
that they shonld be saved from some impending
calamity that had its origin in the brain force
of man, and all through life they have been
praying and beseeching some one whom they
supposed had power and influence with the
infinite Father, to save them from an imagi-
nary something they fail to comprehend. The
whole life is thus spent, with no prepdration of
mind for enjoying spirit life as it is.

Were 1 to say seven-eighths of the professed
Christians are to-day practicing idolatrous
worship, my friends would be surprised, yet
it is too trne. It is idolatrous to worship an
imaginary being, as much so as for the poor
Chinaman to worship his Joss. I believe that
of the Chinaman is the most rational, for his
little image is made to represént in his idea a
superior being; a power that will listen to his
appeals and glndly reward him in consider-
ation of the number and amount of presents
received. The Chrisiians are desirous to have
the heathen child rescuned from his dreadful
fate and' for that purpose large sums of money
are yearly expended in trying to convert the
so-called heathen to a system equally debasing
to mankind, as a religious system, because it
has no foundation ifi fact or reason. They
ask them to come and partake “of this great
salvation, but only one way is given,—the
blond-of Jesus. Now there is no such thin
as the blood of Jesus being shed for such a
purpose, hence all the time, labor and money
spent, is so much time :dnd tredsute thrown
away, as far as any religious benefit is' derived.
There arc certain mind teachings that follow
in the wake of civilization, but it i not
necessary to bé professed ChristiAus to per-
ceive this. There is an elementin ‘man’s hature
that will grow and unfold avhéthér he profess
Christianity or fot.

No person or bei'ngr ever was, or is now
needed as a mediator between man and the
Infinite; then where Gis the neéessity of all
this work, that has beén carried to such as ex-
tent for past centuries ? It’ on]y mys't,}ﬁes
the mind, to put forth the claim to the world,
that an Infinite Father could not save- from
aternal destruction his own children, without
the sasrifice of his only son,! Truly are mén
to be plued who worship sucha God. Rather
sepid for the heathen as they arc called; to
come with heik i images, for,if they dono rrood
t.h‘ev* Wwill do no harm,'while 6 thé other h!md
th]e “triind is Jed from a proper balance, apd
gqverned by fear. It becomes a source of,

tofture all through life, both in the mottal
and 'spmi,ual wor]d

TThat &v e&‘y ‘man’ is his, ewn daviot, his own

m*,ercessor, can be plamLy demlonstrated by ;

reasbn. What man -of any standing would

wish another to assume his responsibilities,
should he make a misstep, or commit an error
in business and suffer pecuniary loss? What
kind of a man.would it be who would ask his
neighbor or friend to assume his liabilities with-
out any recompense? True, the feelings of love
and sympathy often lead mankind to aid their
follow men, but usually something is expected
in retarn.

A man should look at God’s dealings with
mankind in a manner that appeals to reason.
If man was created in the image of God, and
possesses to a very limited degree the intelli-
gence of the Infinite, he should exercise that
mtelligence in harmony with what can be seen
of God’s dealings with the children of earth.
God does not ask any father to sacrifice his
first- born -to save the rest of the family.
Should such a request be made, how many
wounld question the anthority, and how few
among the professed followers of Biblical
teachings would comply with the demand. It
would be contrary to reason, and .a monstrous
violation of that nasaral, humane feeling which
parents possess; then why should not mankind
reason upon gnch a matter, as well as upon all
others ? The facunlty is yours for daily use;
why allow it €0 lie dormant, when some other
family is aflicted, and the first born put to an
ignominious death? They do not reason in
such a case, but how eagerly when their own
personal interests are involved, do they flock
to the fountain and wash their hands. Vain,
selfish mortal! God should pity you, for lf
ever any object in the universe of life needed
sympathy, it is the person who can swallow at
draught such absurdities, and expect toreceive
blessings from an all-wise Father in the present,
and n bright inheritance’in the life elysian.

Intelligence and love, the natural fruit of
which is goodness, is the only savior mankind

g needs, or can know. If these terms of salva-

tion are not-to be found in the sacred books of
men, then search and discover where this g'reat
and all-important work can be found. T would
not wish any one to discard the Bible, but I
would recommend that it be read and compared
Ly reason. Take the first chapter, read it care-
fully, and when read, seek to understand its
meaning before you. commence the second.
Ascertain whether the words used mean what
they appear to say. See whether one day
means a day of twenty four hours, or an epoch
of time that mapkind know nothing about.
Ask yoursglf what the Infinite refers to, when
he is repregented as having said—*let us make
man.” Whatisthe meaning of the word “us?”
Do, not go any farther or faster than you can
understand the meaning. If one has not the
powers of reason sufficiently developed, con-
sqlt with others and see if you can-arrive at
the 'true meaning of expressnons used there.
The trouble with Christians is, that they take
fon ora.nted sayings which refer to certain
évents or cncumst.ances, without yeflection or
thought. This is why mankin dare so usually
led by those 'who make it their business to
thigk for others beside themselves, and this is
the cause of 8o much -bigotry and superstition

as is now seen in the world

Spmtuahsm moves men to search into mys-

teries, and separate that which is of human or-
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igin from that which is of the Infinite, and
upon this basis theology wages a war of ideas,
vainly trying to hold the mind in the same
conditions of servitnde, that were enforced in
the past. Spiritualism gives trath to mankind
to free‘the ‘mind from superstitious ideas of
the past, and lead all forward in the scale of
intelligence by the exercise of the God-given
power of reason. Without thought, man is
no more-than a brute. If led by a halter, he
should be willing to submit to the dictates of
others. In such a case what becomes of the
man? Is he above the brute in mind force?
Yet millions are to day led along, willing
servants of desiguing men, taking for granted
that yes means no,and no yes,because some noted
divine says such is the mecaning. What
can'be the spiritnal condition of such a person?
Are they prepared to enter a world and asso-
ciate with intelligent minds, who think for
themselves? Reason will answer tlis question,
yet this is the condition: of the world to day,
and all the assertions of theology cannot
change it.

This is the pious ignorance that points ‘Lhe‘J

finger of scorn dt Spiritualism! They Fear
investigation, knowing that were such con-
ditions of mind realized by each, they would
lose their positions.

_When we_ control human organisms and
give our thogghw in plain language, we do it
in kindness, yet fearless of the resuits, for we
are beyond the reach of the envy and hntc of
mortals, but our object iz {o awaken the sinm-
bering cnergies of mankind; to open their
eyes to Lhe trath that man is an immortal be-
ing, and must work ont his own conditions in
spirit life. If he is blinded by ‘mpemmmn
while iv the Tnortal form, he will han infant

in #spiritnal matters when he passes to spirit
life, though God designed that all shonld reach
the full statnre of man and woipanhood under
the guidance of rveason. It is the desire of the
spirit world to unfold theit minds, and lead
them+to question and sediréh.  Thére is nothing'
in the Book of Bdoks but.what every man has
a perfect' right to analyzéfand weigh accord-’
ing to the developmeént of their mentality.
God "ddes not speak to his children in riddles.
Mah has constraed many things into auch
forms, and it is the privilege and dutyof every
man and woman to unravel the mystery, and
dodtors jof divinity, so-called, have no right to
interfere. A khowledge bf books, by extehsive
redding, does-not necessarily develbp the rea-
soning Taculties; this is‘done by thought and
reflection. You can find more profound les-
sons in dature, God’s book t6 man, than in all
the- books mankind have ever written. There
is inspiration and food for thought, and a
solution for all' the perplexities.of human life.
The yunfolding of scientific minds, which are
the true lights of thé world, has béen from na-
ture, n®t in theological studies; hence the con-

" flict which i§ seen betwen science'and theology!

Itis well known that as fast as science ad-
vances, theology retreats, and even in this‘age
when ‘science is in her infancy, theology is
driven to the wall, and it is but a matter: of
time ‘when the funeral knell will be sounded,
and a funeral tfain will be seen bearing the
useless corpsé away: The philosophy rof

Spiritnalism invites scientific research. It is
a spiritual science, and hence, when science
makes her glorious revelations and 18 under-
stood, Spiritualism is found; for the foundation
of science is Spiritualism. “The solution of
most of the knotty problems comes from in-
telligent spirits, no longer dwellers upon the
earth, but who have for millions of years been
making these their constant study. Theology
might as well attempt to sail their frail craft
up the falls of Niagara as to counteract the on-
ward march and trinmph of this philosophy.
It waits not the sluggish movements of man-
kind, but every moment is moving on, thongh
unseen, yet positive in its infinence, gathering
in and scatlering the proofs of man’s immor-
tality. These are only found in the demon-
strations of Spiritualism and science. Theol-
ogy fails'to giveone positive assurance. [Faith
is its only anchor, and it is weak, When the
storms of adversity and affliction come, there
must, to satis{ly mankind, e something that
can be laid hold of, something they can feel,
something they can stand upon, and thus bid
Ldefiance to the howling tempest. Such is
Spiritnalism, where every human life can find
a safe place of anchorage, and thongh theology
rages, they cannot be wrecked or destroyed,
becanse it i3 God’s decree and mankind are
His children and He will care for them in His
own way, who, as a loving pareut, has pro-
vided for all their necessities in life, both
material and spiritnal. He speaks to Ilis
childven throngh the varions forms of nature.
Every flower speaks and smiles as  they
perform their mission. The gentle breeze
that fans your cheek is Ilis voice speak-
ing peace to yonr troubled mind. Then
listen andsbe wixe, and knoawthat- as _you,live
now, yon will live throngh the oternities of
time, not as a machine to be playod nupon, hut
as an individuality, as real as the earthly exist-
eite is Lo you at thé present. These are the
teachings ol Spiritnalism.

Dorrnvs SKINNER,

Augnst 24th, 1876,

MARVEL NOT.IF THHE WORLD
JIATE YOU.

ITate and envy are clements that effect the
mind to greater or less degree in all conditions
of life, when not _prgperlv balanced by the
guiding star of reason. The fceling of hate
doces, and has existed in all-ages and conditions
of life, born of ignorauce, and fostered by the
mothér that gave it birth.
world with bitterness, conteutions "and strife.
No class are exempt from its cffects; it enters
the family circle like a demon, driving away
all the more hoble aspirations of the soul,
filling the vacuum with selfishness and sorrow.

This element i$¢ made manifest in many
forms and conditions; in some minds to a
greater extent than others, yet always leaving
n bitter and desolating effect. It is'seerf among
business men to a large extent. The success
of an enterprise s sufficient cause for the ex-
pression of feelings that only find their equal
in the breast of the savage. In the social
circle is seen’ much of the workings of this
same fiend, 'separating friénds who have been

such from: early thildhood. Envy found a

-

It is filling the

i

place to enter and breathe its poisonous breath,
and hate was born.

Enterprises not in accord with preconceived
ideas, awaken in the minds of some individuals
a desire for the overthrow and even destruc-
tion of those more fortunate, who by the exer-
cise of powers of the mind, and an adaptation
of the forces that are inherited in their organ-
isms, by the laws of the Infinite, become
possessed of facts not understood by the
person who believes not in the law of pro-
gression.

The problems of life require activity, for
they are many, and some are difficult, but by
a proper applicationrof the forces and powers
of the mind, a satisfying solution may be
reached.  Application and adaptation have
bronght mankind to their present state of
enlightenment, and jt is only the ignoramus
who feels the spirit of hate for the advance-
ment made by another.

Mankind differ in their mentality as they do
in their physical powers; as some are more
perfect in symmetry than others, so the mind

| force of some ismore perfect in its construction,

and facts are more readily comprehended, and
the results seen more clearly. In material life,
this is often considered suflicient cause for
the expressions of hate and malice, not secret
breathings, but openly manifest, even to the ex-
ercise of hrnte force. This [feeling is not
confined to those denominated the lower class
of society, but is seen among the more refined.
When mingled with intelligence, it becomes
wore bitter, often entling in final separation.

Hatved is found even in the breasts of Chris-
tians, and it is manifested by one organization
towards another. All claim assistance from
the‘same-sonrce and eXpett to reach thé same
haven, but how little brotherly love is seen to
exist, While snch is the condition among
kindred organizations, what would naturally be
expected towards an organization that comes in
direot contact with the avowed principles of the
former? Think not it would beget love. Rather
look forthe exercise of that element which seeks
to destroy. There are a class of people not
identified with the Christian church} who
look tipon this new giant which is walking so
boldly over yourJand, as an interloper. They
do not like it, because it charges home the
trath that for every crime there is a penalty
attached. There are many who have been
living in the sweet anticipation of availing
themselves’of the very elastic conditions which
Christianity offers, of living a life of hatred
to all that is pure and good, with a total disre-
gard of the wants of the widow and orphan,
but in a moment, by a stroke of the pen, make
a liberal donation to some institution, and thus
seek to purchase a right to the spheres of
happiness; or bequéath all the gains of a life-
time to the furthering of schemes wholly of a
material character, and when about to change
conditions, ask God to be merciful to them as
sinners; thus cheating justice of her dues,.
and God .of his glory, for the glory of God is*
exact justice to all, in every condition of life.

Can Spiritualists reasonably expect any love
from such persons! If you do, you will be

‘disappointed. They are allied with the church-

going elemert, and make common cause
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against all that in the Jeast disturbs their sandy
foundation. TInstead of love, you will find-
feelings of hate filling their breasts, for while
living in comparitive security, suddenly a
light dawns upon them, and they see many
of their transactions done in the dark coming
to thelight. Exposure creates dread, and then
come the feelings of hatred.

Then marvel not if the world hate you,
Remember it hated others ere yon had av ex-
istence, It is the nature of mental darkness
to oppose light. It follows in the wake of
human progress as regularly as night succceds
day. There may be a brief season of suushine,
but clonds of darkness come, and vail the orb
of day from your sight. So in mental sun-
shine and gloom. Truth and error are waging
a fearful conflict in the minds of men.  Opposi-
tion to the progress of truthis seen and felt
on every hand. This feeling of opposition is
the influence of the demon hate that rteals at
times unawares npon its victims. All forms
of society feel the influence of this monster
at times.  Tn political parties it predominates
to a large degree, often separating friends who
were once very friendly. In fact it seems as
if the world wonld not be complete without this
blighting curse. "Sceing how generalitis in its
operations, Spiritualists shonld not expect to be
exceptions. Any one who has such thonghts
will be sure to meet disappointment. Every
movement made by Spiritnalists is closely
scanned and commented npon. When the
tide is in their favor, feelings of hitred take
possession of its opposers, and there are no ex-
tremes too [ar for them to carry their ven-
geance.

It is mortifying to sensitive minds to have
their life-long thoughts swept away, ag at one
breath, and this is what Spiritualism is doing,
and even in its infancy, it has stripped old
forms of their laurels, so that all the fatherly
feelings which once existed have beea turned
to hatred. Yet it matters little; this moral
power will continue to move on, though all the
world, the flesh and the devil oppose.

Hatred of the good is ever the stady of evil
persons. Ignorance always sets itself up as the
peer of wisdom, hs may be seen in what has
transpired in the old world. Failing to diseover
the truth, individuals have instituted basd
calumny that will react upon its perpretrators.
For every good deed there is a corresponding
reward, and hikewise, evil has to pay a penalty
for dark and mischievous deeds. The justice of
the Infinite demands that love and harmony
should exist, but muankind have decrced other-
wise, and thestruggle to-day Christian teachers
declare, is mankind in open rebellion against
the powersof the Infinite. Were this true there
would be specially formed thunderbolts of
wrath which would be spcedily hurled from
the hand of justice, but as all forms of lifo
have to bide their time, so justice can wait,
knowing :that time will cause cvery knee to
bow, and every tongue to confess the truth,
whether they will or not. Has this hell of
hate found a place in your breast, seek to cast
it outy and replace it with harmony, love and
good will to all.

The world has alwadys enconraged feelings of
hatred against thd progress of .spiritual knowl-

edge. It may be that the knowledge of some
one ever present, taking cognizance of acts
performed, wonld not be agreeable to some,

yet it is nevertheless true ; and herein is where-

Spiritualism so far transcends old forms of be-
lief. The sooner mankind aceept the position
the sooner will” they learn what life was in-
tended for.

Hatred of one who tells of acts committed,
is of frequent ocenrrence. Hatred of evil be-
ging when the mind has become awakened to a
sense of its responsibilities. Hatred of good
is the quintessence of corrnption, and the
world has many men and women who
wdulge the feeling. When the spiritual
necessities of mankind are brought into con-
sideration, this feeling will be fonnd cropping
ont, and the ery will be, away with this thing,
we want none of it. It is but necessary to look
over the past to see to whit extent this feeling
can carry the individual. The feelings thus
harbored do not end at the physical demise of
the individnal, hnt will (ollow even for gen-
crations, i ;

All spiritnal manifestations have found this
clement when brought in contact with the
world; then why marvel when words of bitter-
ness are uttered against you ?

Remember the battle is not always decided
by excess of numbers, but by valor. Be valiant
soldiers, battling for the right. If the world
hate yon, bear in mind that it has hated others
before you, and as they have passed on to the
summer land, to receive the reward of perse-
verance and integrity, so will you be rewarded
in the hereafter, if yon are true to yonrselves
and the powers that control you.

Spiritualists can smile when they see the
look of scorn, or hear the words of calumny,
knowing as they do that for every act there is
a penalty. When in your journey, the soul
seems filled to overflowing for suffering hu-
manity, yon can patiently wait the call that
will come, and you be borne on the arms of
angels to that home where hatred is unknown,
but where joy unspeakable is the inheritance
of every onc who faithfully performs the mis-
sion of life, true to themselves and their God.

W. H. Rry~oLps.

Oect. 7th, 1876.

HONOR TO WHOM IT IS DUE.

A person of peculiar views, not unfrequently
exerts but little influence among those where
their peculiarities Are daily observed, as they
pass to and fro, attracting attention only for
a moment, to be again lost sight of, as the
surging crowd move onward, eager to find
sonte new and marvelous manifestation. Ilis-
tory often rights the wrong done by individuals,
communities and natiops. In many cases
justice has been done, but how many have
passed from earth’s busy scenes unhonored,
either in the past or present. It is of little

moment to the person who has passed on toa
higher sphere of life, still the soul yearns for
justice.

Such is my case, though centuries have
passed since I'was made a sacrifice to appease
the bigotry of men’who'wore the garments of
professed holinegs; yet béeneath those garments

were hearts steeled to the petitions of mercy.
The decree had gone forth; I was doomed to
suffer because I listened to the voices of
angels. They saw the destiny that was before
me, and that it was necessary that a sacrifice
be made. That was my crime. Thousands
are now listening to the voices borne on the
soft balmy air, saying, “ yet a little longer and
you will be with us.”

The human mind when not inflnenced by
holy and pure spirits, beccomes in a measure
subject to the control of those who are yet in
darkened conditions of” spirit life. Outward
professions do not at all times denote the true
condition of the sonl within. Dececption is
fostered in hearts where love and affection is
supposed to exist. Although the conditions of
mankind are formed very much by their own
mode and mannerof living, yet when they are
young and surrounded by influences of others,
the mind in its weak state, takes on the con-
ditions of others. If that other be a parent,
no harm is supposed to exist, yet this has been
the canse of many young minds being wrecked.
The difference in organization is snch that the
same influence applicd wonld produce results
dircetly contrary. When you see a type of
manhond well roulided ont in mental status, full
of natural desires for that which is pure and
just, such an one-has naturally a high sense ofs
honor and justice, and deserve§ no special
credit for being just what he is, and every act
of such a person is in harmony with the in-
fluence of natnral causes and forces, and no
more, than in the case of a man who takes the
mortal life of his fellow man. Both are con-
ditions of life that might have been changed
at the will and pleasure of the individual.

There are influences that aid in forming the
foundations of a life for good or evil, inherinmg
in the law of motherhood. The attractions of
material substances begin, and the influence of
the mother attracting to herself, according to
her nature, leaves an impress ou the child, and
through this influence, inharmonious or vile
natures are brought into the world. Still,
naankind, having the power within themselves,
can, if properly taught, resist these influences
and attract others; for according to the aspira-
tions in the soul, will influences be attracted.
The struggles of mankind with influences that
seem determined to drag them down to de-
gradation, are seen on eévery hand. A few
have mind force sufficient to resist, and cast
them off; others arc seen, yielding willing
obedience to whatever influcnce seems to desire
control,

The mind force isin a measure inherited from
the parents, and here I desire to speak to those
of my own sex. The mother ‘exerts more in-
fluence over the mind of the child than the
father, for from her the child receives its first
impressions. If the motheris pure in thought,
the child will partake of that nature. Out-
ward demonstrations do not control in these
conditions. If the inner life is made up of™
deception and intrigue, the child will partake
of those elements. Many children "are born
into the world from parents whom the world
supposes to be pure in their aspirations, but the
child proves what weré the conditions of their
inner life. The child born nunder such circum-
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stances is often compelled to undergo censure
and penalties, which rightfully belong to the
parent. Example has much to do with
leading the young mind into channels, to
receive only good and pure impressions. If
you would know what are the surroundings of
a child, notice their actions among their com-
panions; what is seen at home will be practiced
among theirplaymates. If deception is learned
at_horiié, the child will practice the same, and
where the home influences are bad, unless some
other powerful influence is thrown around the
child, a profligate life will be the resnlt.

This law is general, and affects all alike.
There is no difference between the child of the
saint or the sinner in the operation of natural
forces and Jaws. As I haye said, outward pro-
fessions are no safe guide. Whenever you see
an effect, there must be a cause, and the cause
is in the early associations of childood and the
example at that time. Where there is purity in
thought and action, good will be the result, If
deception and selfishness are practiced by
the parents, a wayward child will be the result.

There is often a marked difference between the
parents. Each have their peculiarities, and
under these conditions the child is born. The
parents stamp the child with their natures, and
when you sce them taking a downward course
in the joun:_ey of life, blame them not wholly;
many of them have been forced into these con-
ditions, when their minds were in infancy.
Rather let the blame rest where the evil origi-
nated. “Give honor to whom honor is due,”
and withhold your censures until you have
analyzed the cause of each fully; then are you,
as mortals, prepared to judge.

~The cause. ofianuch-misery to mankind, is
the religious influence thrown around many
by those who claim the right to dictate what
course they shall pursne.  'Why should this be
done in matters ol religion, if net in the
material pursuits of life? If a child shows
a faculty and taste for mechanical pur-
suits, the parents have no just right to force
that child into the office of the ministry: To
him will come no high and holy aspirations,
and he will not be likely to succeed. The
pursuit may be followed as a means of liveli-
hood, but the whole life will Lbe a continual
round of deceptions, and the offspring from
such a course of life will partake of this
deceptive element. Then wonder not at what
you see and know of the children of those
who fill desks called sacred, and profess to be
the chosen instruments of divine wisdom.
Their children prove what their lives are at
home, out of sight of their cougregations.
There is where the proof can be found of their
truthfulness, whether they are what they pro-
fess to be, or not. It is an casy matter to
deceive mortals, who see only the outward
manifestations, but the eyes of the spirit
world sec the mind and know the impulses of
the inner life. The fountain is judged by
what proceeds from it, so is human life.

This leads me to speak of that class who
were instrumental in destroying my earthly
body. Were they the chosen instruments of
God ? Reflect for a moment, and consider
what the character-of such a Deity must have
been, with a soul filled with such demoniac,

blood-thirsty desires! When my body was
being consumed at the stake, they chanted
their anthems of praise, and when the noble
Malcolm sprang forward to wrest me from the
flames, he was stricken to the earth asa heretic
for his -feelings of human kindness, and the
desire to relieve one of his fellow mortals
from a doom which filled his soul with an-
guish. 'What were the feelings that filled the
breasts of those assembled, arrayed in their
priestly robes as badges of their sacred cull-
ing ? Did 1t deter them from inflicting pun-
ishment npon the noble souled man who could
not look upon hunman suffering with that
pious satisfaction with which the robed priest
did? Wasita spirit of loveand sympathy that
cansed them to form a hox filled with heads of
sharp Jances that would pierce to the quick,
and when the box was completed, to place his
body therein and put over it a cover filled
with the same sharp instruments ?  Was there
evera more fiendish, murderous spirit shown
by one class of men towards another? Yet
this same class claimed then the highest posi-
tions in the land, as-teachers and examples to
Le followed ! What can be expected from
such a fountain ?  Will the waters not partake
of the fountain?

The power of the priesthood has been the
direct cause of more corruption than all other
influences known to maunkind. We, in spirit
life, see the results, and we strive to aid the
spirits of those who are its vietims. Still,
mortals see it not, but yield obedience to the
calls and demands imposed upon them, hopiug
thereby to gain the influence of these proféssed
religious pilots Lo ussist them in their passage
to other lands.._Vaindelusion ! Mankind.ace
as planets, in and of themselves independent of
cach other, and yct by the laws of association
held in a center of influences that operate
upon all; yet how different is the cffect. Some
yield their manhood, while others stand. like
the sturdy oak, defying the storm and breath
of slander. They are men and women who
are possessed of mind force and personal
responsibility. They fecl their own powers
and act upon that conviction. They are the
influences that return to earth and give advice
to the erring child to euter not the downward
path, and aid in the ascent to worlds of
grandeur, where these evil influences are not
known.

It is the influence from spirit that makes
the destiny of each one in mortal form.
Each attracts according to their own nature,
not as it may seem to the world, bnt from
theirinuer life. The aspirations felt are not
from the material, although that is affected hy
the influence brought to bear upon it, and the
spirit partakes of that desire, but not without
a struggle. The spirit is in its nature pure;
and is impure only when controlled by other
forces, aided by the material surroundings of
the individual.

If a man is upright in all his dealings with
his fellow men, give the honor for such a life
to whom it belongs. If the life is a constant
stream of impurities, let the blame rost, where
it justly belongs, that justice may be meted
out to all in every phase of life, Censure not
the wayward child until yoy have ipvestigated

the conditions that surrounded it in early in-
fancy, that justice may be done.

Mothers should feel more fully their respon-
sibility; upon them depends much of the un-
happiness that affects their offspring in after
years. Seek mental conditions that lead tohigh
and holy aspirations. Let not deception enter
your souls, then the influences that will sur-
round your children will partake of that nature,
and life will be a constant stream of happiness.
The mind is of such a nature that it takes from
its surroundings the material of which it is
composed. Be guarded in the influences that
you throw around your child, before it has
arrived at the age of accountability. You
may stamp the mind so indelibly that years
of hard labor will be necessary to counteract
the powers that have fastencd themselves upon
your innocent habe. The iutelligent in spint
life know of these conditions, and sce with
what earnestness darkeuned spirits seek to con-
trol the minds of men, hoping to gain happi-
ness thereby. If the child is vicions, it is not
the child as much as the influence thrown
around it. It must be educated out of that
condition. This can be done, in early child-
hood, if mothers only comprehend their true
position.

It is the mission of Spiritnalism to teach
this, and good would be the result, were the
instructions given followed. Those not fa-
miliar with the power of spirits over mortals,
seem to make light of such matters; but
remember that when you do thus, you are
wifling with eternal destinies.  This no person
possessing 4 sound mind would knowingly do.
The men and women who neglect their spirit-
nal wel{are are moral suicides; and even more,
for they not only deprive themselves of all
there is of happiness but by their influence they
deprive others of the sweet joys of life.

Study human nature, and endeavor to mete
out justice to all, yourself as well as others.
The manner ol living is of vital interest.
Study well life’s conditions, and prepare your
minds to perform its duties fearlessly, and
without favor.

Aug 13, 1876. Joax D’Arc.

—Friendship is often practiced through
deceit. Circumstances cause enemies 10 assume
the guise of friendliness for a time, but while
making loud protestations of fidelity, in their
souls are burning the lires of hateand revenge.
Personal interest often I'tad mankind to assume

the garb of friendship, but if disappointed in
their expectations, the cloven foot is soon un-
covered and the tongue so long bridled for
personal gain, becomes active in_trying to de-
tract [rom another the honors honestly earned
and dearly prized. This element of deceit is
found among all classes of mankind: infashion,
the curse of the present age, it often assumes
the forin of holiness, to gain control and
position, and under the guise of friendship
seeks to dircet the public mind, and in many
cases succeeds, but 1f a spirit of opposition is
seen then this pretended {friendship soon
manifests itself in curses. Hence when friend-
ship is offered. question the motives that act-
uates the person; if from an unselfish spirit,
accept it,but if otherwise,retain your confidence
lest when your affections have been gained,
the suppdsed friend lke a seypent turn and
sting you, W. H, B,
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THE ITARVESTER.

Go forth in the fields, and gather the grain,

Now ripe for the harvest, which sunshine and rain
Have nourisbed and ripened, each kernel so fair,
The harvest is waiting the husbandmah’s care.

Go forth with the reapers o'er mountain and plain,
The fields are now ready, the tall waving grain
Is the fruit of your labors, the sced that was sown,
Has brought forth a harvest, all life to sustain.

Go forth like the sun with its bright rays adorning,
The broad fields of nature will welcome your coming;
Like the sun on its mission, driving darkness away,
Let your light ever shine, like the bright orb of day.

Go forth ingyour manhood, though friends should
deride,

They know not your mission and cannot decide—

Yourmind must be freoc from the fears of mankind—

If you'd gather the harvest, have a resolute mind.

+ Go forth in the spirit of meekness and prayer,

Ever trusting the pilots who have you in care,
They know all the trials of life; as you pass

_ They’ll guide your feet safely to a haven of rest.

They'lllead you through meadows, with pure rip,
pling strecams

Aund music more rapt'rous than e'er heard in your
dreams,—

Tis the voices of reapors, who are filled with delight,

As they gathgr the harvest through justice and right

Go early, while the dew-drop is scen on the flower,
Inhale tne sweel fragrance, so full of life's power,
*Tis the soul-life of God, that fills the whole land,
From the icy bound regions to Afric's hot sands—

Crying—‘“go forth, rcap, gather and bind them in

sheafs; .
Store away the rich treasures, where robbers and
thieves

Never enter your homes in the land of the free,
‘Where the spirit finds rest beyond life’s troubled sea.”

July 28, 1876. > HaxNaAn Moru.

-

FOR EVERYTHING THERE IS A
SEASON.

There are many passages in history that
prove the truth of this statement. In fact
there is in the history of every person’s life,
proof positive that there is a semson for all
things ; a season for plowing and sowing, a

" season for cultivating, a season for harvesting

and gathering into the store-houses to sustain
life through the dreary winter. Thus it is with
one phase of life; but there are many phascs,
and each has different seasons peculiar to that
phase. In social life there is a time for laugh-
ing, singing and dancing, and the exercise of
the social qualities of mind equally necessary
to the enjoyment, of Iife. There are seasons
that counteract thig joyous outpouring of the
spirit and soul ; seasons of mourning, sorrow
and toil. The human organism is so consti-
tuted that it is susceptible to many emotions
that will come like rays of light from the sun.
A shadow is seen, but the full form and par-
ticular powers are not felt. The nature of the
being is such that they cast off the cares and
sorrows of life, and embrace the hopeful, look-
ing for that which will bring the sunshine of
joy.
All forms differ in degree ; what will cause
pleasure to onc will produce pain for another ;
but all have their seasons. Life not thus
arrariged would be a failure. Continual pleas-
ure is not conducive to happiness, neither is
sorrow ; but when thero is a mixture, a blend-
jng of all the emotions which the sou] is capa-

"

ble of feeling, then the realities of life are
seen and appreciated. After seasons of grief,
mirth is necessary to restore the equilibrium of
the mind, and prepare its possessor to success-
fully battle with the circumstances in which
they are often placed. I am aware that many
will differ from me in the position 1 have taken
in regard to the cmotional.nature of mankind.
When we consider the difference in opiuious,
sometimes only expressed in practice, it would
seem strange that there conld be found in the
human mind such a difference 1n regard to
matters so plain and easy of comprehensiou.
There are individuals who pass through life
in a manuer that admits of little pleasure.
From childhood they are taught to fear some-
thing—some great, calamity that is about to
befall them. Early imbued with such ideas,
the young mind being very susceptible to any
form of teaching, especially when it comes
from a parent, or one supposed to be clothed
with authority; the face is formed to a certain
length and oxpression, the dress partakes of
the cxpression of the countenance, and when
arrayed in Church attire a forced appearance
of -solemnity is observed which is as unnatural
as it is pitiable. Such a .person must attend
service, no matter what the surronnding cou-
ditions may be ; it is God’s day, and it is the
sacred duty of mankind to allow him to have
onec-in seven. Visit the different societies
assembled, and observe the different forms aund
e.\'pressiofm, while surrendering to God this one
day. To judge from expression, it is often
given grudgingly. Now itis best that one day
should be set apart for rest and worship, but
when worshiping, do it in a rational manner.

« «Although the heart may feel.sad, there is no

reason why it should coptinue thus for any
length of time. Learn to change seasons,
change expressions as you-would any of the
outward garments. Certainly when all forms
of nature are smiling, mankind should culti-
vate a smile on the features. It relieves the
heart of its burdens. Thus the necessity of
scasons . aud changes of seasons. To go
through the world with a long visage, living
in fear of some great calamity in the future,
is unnatural, and such people sliould be placed
ander treatment for aberration of mind.

There is nothing in lifc to make anyone
gloomy or sad for any length of time. It is
folly to mourn for that which cannot he
avoided, or at any of the manifestations "of
nature. When you have no power to change
or alter, it affects not the result to mourns
There is implanted in every mind a certain
amount of jmirthfulness that is placed thére
for a purpose, clse it would not be there, and
every person who prevents the exercisc of
powers commits a crime against nature, for
which there is a penalty attached.

The same is true of other portions of mau’s
nature., All are there for use, but not for
abuse. There arc scasons or times for all
things. If properly understood and applied,
good will flow therefrom. While teaching
obedience to the' commands as they-are given,
why not with equal persistency enforce the
practice? "'Why continually teach a religion
that is solemn, gloomy and moturnful, when
the yeal joy of life pnd human existencé pan

only be expressed in seasons of pleasure?
Why should men set up a standard of authority
contrary to all the manifestations in .nature’s
kingdoms? When nature smiles, why should
not men? and were man to smile as nature
smiles, less time would be spent in gloomy
forebodings. There should be seasons for re-
flection, for improving the mind. Why con-
tinually look on the dark side? Why not at
intervals lift the eyes and take a suvyey of
nature and her manifestations, and draw les-
sons therefrom? The forms of expression
framed by man are not so full of beauty as is
the simple language of the flower. There are
more useful lessons to study ip the realms of
nature than in all the books men haye ever
made. The lessous of nature lift the soul
above the unpleasautness of human surround-
ings. There is a holy intluence from the soul-
life of u flower that fills the sounl of man with
adoration.  There are lessons from every-day
life nseful and practical.

The prevailing customs and methods of edu-
cation are not based upon nature’s works, or
what is substantial. The practice is to make a
glittering exterior while the inner life is a bar-
ren desert, so far as practical education is
concerned. 1 um now speaking in a general
sense. There are few indeed who are educated
to properly comprebend the realities of life in
its various forms, and therefore there is of a
necessity a total ignorance of anything beyond
the present. Time spent in gathering the
follies of life is so much time wasted.

Each part or function of the human organ-
ism has its nceessities and demands~ To devote
too much to one which rightfully belongs to
another, will lead to sorrow, in the future, for
nature will assert her claims.

The desires are material, intellectual and
spiritual. It i8 mnecessary that the material
wauts should be supplied, and its conditions
improved as far as can be done without taking
from the time that should be devoted to the
mind and spirit. The majority ofr mankind
spend their time in struggling to satisfy the
cravings.of this portion of their nature., Too
mugh time is spent in studying-<+what shall I
wear ? what shall T ecat? what shall I do
to make the outside attractive? while the
intellectual is shorn and bereft of all that
would make the material attractive and beau-
tiful. Thereis not a proper division of time.
The fact that there is something more than the
material to live for, should interest each, for it
affects all alike, szint and sinner, priest and

beggar. The future is but a few steps in ad-.

vance, and it will be found of greatimportance
when entering its coufines to khow a little of
the relations' and conditions by which life is
carried forward, and made either a season of
pleasure or onc¢ of darkness, until the lessons
neglected in the material form are committed
to memory. -

The conditions of the material life are not
at variance with the spiritual if properly under-
stood. The fact that it is not thus kdown, is
the reason why so many go about clad in the
habiliments of mourning, sorrowful ahd sad.
They see not. beyond the material, because
their minds have,becn cramped and trained in
a groove. Their course in life is like the passes
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throughsome of the mounta'nlns,-wpcre- hercA
only a narfow footpath, jhst wide-eotigh-for.
one to travel. Above are the perpendicular
gides that cannot be scaled; before is a dark
abyss, Upe fdlse step and all would b&16stH)
Such.jsg‘the jolyrney what milliqng are traveling.
They receive no pleasure as they pass along,
but their minds are filed with dark and gloomy
forebodings. uly a poor conception of life,
but it_is-tAught and followed by many.

nch are.riot the, teachings of God. Mirth-
fulness, when proptely ekerciséd is accoptabl®
to God as a means of devotion. Thereis more
real devotion in its true exercise than in a sor-
rowful beart. The one is unnatural, wh¥e the
other is in harmony with nature and all her
m wifestations. Secasons should be set apart
for the cultivation of ificutal pléadures, when
the clements of mirthfulness could be exercised,
thus uniting the natural powers of the indi-
vidual with nature, so.full of all thatis lovely
and attractive. The material existence is
beautifél hen proReriy urddrstood. ‘thi! is
a blénding with ‘the material, intellectual and
spiritual, thus forming a trinity of clements
and pdwers that must be enjoyed to render life
what it is designed to.be.

The question natarally arises, how, amid the
surrounding conditions, are mortals to avail
themselves of Theblessings-thdtorkd fplow
were this trinity-properly formed and balanced.
The material is the first to be considered, and
80 control.it that time may bé given to thd ex-
ercise and cultivation of the other elements:
To do this much .must be disregarded, that
mankind accepts as coming from the Infinite,
tvhich had its foundation in the human brain,
Sift the arguments that.are presented,-and see
wherein they come in conflict with nature’s
teachings. God speaks to mortals through
nature, not in books. They are man’s channel
of communication, and God knows nothing of
them as far as His' teachings or lessoms are
concerned. To do as I have said would bring
those so doing in conflict with the ideas ad-
vanced by t.llxeo‘logy.; This couflict, will,come
sooner br later, and'if any advantage- éan be
realized by an early disregard of its¢dogmas,
the more necessity for immediate action.
There can be no enjoyment while the mind is
fettered to any particular theory without~the
right to investigate and analyze the principles
involved. This privilege is denied by theology,
therefort iiisa. ingrangé todm| xfs?rogréssfon
rathen thah an/asSistance. *Allf that detrabts
from man’s rational enjoyment should be dis-
carded, no mhtter from what source or who
claims the right of dictation. Man’y indiyidu-
ality should be upheld as the most sacred gift
God ever gave to man. Todo this success-
fully, a certain amount of mental culture is
necgssary. Jgnorance, is the mother of evil;
anfi? when the mind'is held subject {o the dic-
tation of other minds, there can be no pleasure,
but a life bf unhappiness, hence the recéssity’
of timefor mental culture. A mind propetly 1
balanced and unfolded, will, as a natural se-
quence, seck the more fefifed and elevating’
conditions, and from those derive happinese.’
It is not the boisterous laugh that denotes true
pleasure.,’ Thel squ] ,qve'r bxpressés itself in
Faptyre when bronght in,harmopious confact

Ysbull'torati Xl

svith-theforces m nature. Therc\’iTerqic in
‘the rippling «streams, in the surging* waves on
the ocean’s strand, in the whispering of the
gentle zephyrs, in the fierce howling of the
lbé'mfbst, \ﬂneﬂr?,bmpreheﬁgc'd, AR TifTS the
d statoge(3hdly pestady and
devout adoration, to the source of all power
oE bding and life.

Nature is God’s storehouse, and a certain
amount of timd should be spent in the con-
templation and stndy_of ull her wondrous
forms, tudbtating thd, (Wlndss And perfection of
beauty, the producer of her wildest scencs;
drinking Trom nature’s cup the waters of wis-
dom, soul-satisfying and serere.

Men can only judge of thedesigns of the
In‘injw;, by the manifestations of uature.
Thert “arc ufitold lessons to be drawn from
thence, that would lead -mankind forward in
the seale of being, but while ignorance holds
sway there ean be little-true happiness, as the
effect must partake of the cause.

;All}u!n':um'st,aﬂxcés il!lifg’h:&u ghcir counter-
parts. No trial comes singly, nor oue pleasure.
Life is a duality and is subject to emotions
dual in theiv nature. Generally z;pcntc’ing man
is ifclined to fom™a trinily of circunistances.
Hence when one misfortune’ dffects the mind
or body, others seem to [ollow. ,Many arc so
sfiperstitiofis that. shey=qofifideptty- expect a
continuation of misfortunes until the mystic
number is reached. An educated mind avould
not harbov such thoughts, for they would
readily sec that if there was no cause there
avguld be no effqet. The cause is often the re-
sult of”ignorance arud neglect, that a proper
education could change; the cause thus beiug
Lremoved, thereswomld-naturally-hewno—ecffect

While educatjon has suth 4n effect upon the
iddividnal {n m:llel‘iai matterd, it beurs equally
strong upon the intellectual and epiritual.
Nature has endowed man with a certaiu
amount ofspirit foyce, or power; at the same
time he has capacities given him-for improve-
ment, to aid nature in perfecting what has been
80 nobly begun. , It ig the duty of every one,
nd mht.{e}:' '\%m'tl th il'%p&si‘tidri i'):n life, toyculti-
vate themental powers ; to draw from nature
and her teachings the rich treasures that lie
hidden beneath the surface. There is no pre-
scribed [path or route for you to follow, only
see that you keep within the requirements of
reason. If one class says this is the only way
;’orj’ou “tq f3llow, Yol foay rést assured that
thistis fof the trde ipath.® There i§ only one
class who claim to be perfectly right, and they
4re called Christians. When you'seek for in-
telligence of a spiritual ndtfre, you will find
this class eager to present their claims. A
scientific mind will not presunie thus to dic-
tate ; he knows there are various ways, yet all
‘meet; inp one /bx;oad' path. Sgelra mind will
present his claims, not with offensive arro-
gance, but with candorand courtesy.  Spiritual
intelligénce secms "4t “present ‘to be the most
difficult fo aequirey that ik Ttrastworthy ihtelli-
gence, which will bear investigation. Tinre
Wil disclosé its Ledrels, then those who dis-
credit the’ reliability will' seck fof shelter to
hide their heads in shame because of their
ignorance. The mind forces differ in each,
hence thay which is a plainly demonstrated

fact to, ome person,1s a hidden mystery to
another. .

This state of ti\ings does not affect the
ultimate result. The wheels of time are not
delayed by man’s ignorahce, but they are mo-
mentarily bearing him on to grander develop-
ments in the future.

When combating opinions, whether ex-
pressed or not, remember there is a fountain
to draw from. Sect apart a specific time for
study ; let the tuture be an object of that
study. Scek to draw from God’s storehouse
a few facts relative to what that future may
be. Profit by every manifestation” scen and
felt in nature. Every pulsation has its effcots.
Every one makes the number so much less,
Soon these material scenes will be past ; the
frivolities of a depraved taste pass away, but
the spiritual knowledge which can be gained,
lives and forms a stepping stoue to the hights
of wisdom in spirit life. The great necessity
is for a proper cultivation of the spiritnal
nature of men. Therefore it is cssential to
have a time set apart for opening God’s book,
and studying therein the sccret mysteries of
life; its objeets and purposes. No other book
can give you this information, yon must look
to the Infinite alone. You may conjecture,
but with nature everything is positive. Conj
jectitres pass not into spirit life. There all is
reality, because the Infinite is the Divine re-
ality.

As mankind ewanated from the Infinite, he
is in his spiritnal naturc infinite. Time will
reveal all things, and to properly nnderstand
what there is-to learn, time is necessary. God
has given cach his share, and the powers to
apply it to--their nccessities, if they obey
nature’s faws.

Joux MirToxN.
August 12¢h, 1876.

—Love is an emanation from the sounl of
Deity, breathed to all mankind witbout regard
to material conditions. It is not the selfish ex-
hibition_ of regard claimed by theology, for
theselect few. The same spirit should actuate
mankind in all conditions of human life.
Pure, unstlfish ‘love can only “be felt and
realized by those who can divest themselves
of material conditions, and from nature draw
the soul essence and principles engrafted there
by the power Infinite. CuANNING.

e

—Human life has many’ pleasing realities
when rightly comprehended. -The little sor-
rows often felt are as dew drops that nourish
the soul. Theu why repine and mourn when
afflictions comne; the only sorrow that can affect
the future life is for duties neglected in the
present. If you would have your pathway
strewed with flowers, cultivate the soil that
produces them. Every person if so inclined,
can make their journey through life full of
pleasing realitics "By pravticing the higher
daties of life,'which call forth songs of glad-
ness from the -down-trodden and oppressed.
Small acts of kindness become sparkling gems
and are the ornaments which will bedeek your
brow when the mortal shall have been lain
aside, Mivrox,
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WHERE IS HEAVEN?

Where is heaven? “Who can tell, of all the busy
throng

Once existing in mortal life, who breathe' their
thoughts in song,

Of some remote and distaut sphere beyond the ken
of man ?

For this was taught in ages past, since time with man
began.

In vain hath mortals sought to find the heaven of
sweet repose,

Where they could rest, bereft of care and freed from
earthly woes,

Where in coufiding peace, the soul ne’er feels the
shades of doubt

That oft steals o’er the mind of man, when wrapt in
solemn thought.

Where is heaven? Hear the cry from those with
care oppressed,

‘Who féign would leave their earthly woes and find
this place of rest.

Yet, still they toil and struggle on, from morn till
late at night,

With hope of some day rcaching that joyful, happy
slale,

Where is heaven ? Ask the man of three score years |

and ten
If he has found in all the earth, wherever he has been,
A spot or place, in all the land—if he has heaven
found,
Where he could lay his burden down, and rest his
' weary mind.

Turn where you may, the answer comes, borne on
the evening air—*

““Ju vain I sought this home of rest ’mid carthly
pleasures fair;

But when the night of sge came on, my dream of
bliss had fled—

My heart was sad, my soul oppressed—life's brighest
hopes werc dead.”

Where is heaven ? Who can tell? or who has

reached that state - = — o

‘Where earthly cares are never known—where naught
but music sweet

From angel choirs fill the soul withoat sound of hu-
man strife,

Which harshly grates*tipon the car—all through
the mortal life ?

Come, loved ones, come; why longer roam 'mid
earthly forms to find

This place of rest—'tis not a myth— but something
real—grand!

Within the soul—not far away—beyond the ether

blue—
But in your breast, is heaven found, if hobnest, just

and true.

Then spirits come from homos afar to pray, to bleaa
and teach

And lead you onward, step by step, a happy state to
reach,

Where no more sowrnds=of carthly woe your happi-
ness will mar,

But music swect, will greet your ear, and fragrance
fill the air.,

This happy state is free to all, of every phasc of life;
At home, abroad, where ‘cre you are, tho' in mor-

tal life,
Each can from their soul life give, the answer free
and full—
‘] know where heaven must be found—within the
human soul. ”
August 28, 1876, Pog.
— tctr—

——prrxtua'hsm is on trial, with the world|'

as a jury. Theology is its chief accuser;
aided by that faithful element ignorance, it
seeks to perpetuate its baseless theories, upon
the downfall of truth. In a similar manner,
the Jews vainly sought to retain their power

by crucifying the Nazarene. ‘Mivron,
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