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Free Correspondence Lessons
I N  O C C U L T I S f l ,  By Ernest Loomis. ,

T h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  o u r  w o r k  is  fo r  th o s e  w h o  w is h  to  t h o r o u g h ly  d e v e lo p  th e ir  o c c u l t  p o w e r s  a n d  
then to  use th e m  n o t  o n ly  in  a l l  b u s in e s s  a n d  a r t  b u t  a ls o  in  m a t t e r s  o f  h e a lth ,  in  h e lp in g  o t h e r s ,  in  
t h e  a c q u is i t io n  o f  k n o w le d g e ,  in  t h e  fo r m a t io n  o f  b u s in e s s  a n d  o t h e r  p la n s ,  in  c h a r a c t e r  b u i ld in g ,  in  
ju d g m e n t s  o f  h u m a n  c h a r a c t e r ,  in  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p in e s s ,  in  fa c t ,  in  t h e  a c c o m p l is h m e n t  o f  e v e r y  
w a c t ic a l  a ffa ir  In l ife .

T h e  a v e r a g e  s t u d e n t ’s  in a b i l i t y  to  p r o p e r ly  a p p l y  t h e  p r in c ip le s  a n d  m e th o d s  o f  o c c u l t is m  a n d  
th u s  to  a d e q u a te ly  d e m o n s t r a t e  th r o u g h  r e s u lt s ,  i ts  m a g ic a l  p o w e r s ,  is d u e ,  f irst ,  to  h is  f a i lu r e  to  f u l l j  
g r a s p  th e  e s o te r ic  m e a n in g s  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  u n d e r ly in g  p r in c ip le s  o f  t h e  p h i lo s o p h y .  S e c o n d ,  
t h r o u g h  fa i lu r e  to  c o m p r e h e n s iv e ly  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  r e la t io n s  w h ic h  e a c h  o f  i ts  e s o te r ic  p r in c ip le s  
s u s ta in  to  all th e  o th e r s .  T h i r d ,  th r o u g h  la c k  o f  that t r u e  s e l f - k n o w le d g e  w h ic h  te a c h e 3  t h e  r e la t io n  
o f  t h e  in te r io r  fo r c e s  to  t h e  In fin ite  a n d  to  th e  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld .  F o u r t h ,  t h r o u g h  o p p o s in g  u n k n o w n  
e s o te r ic  u n d e r c u r r e n ts  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  c h a r a c te r .  F i f t h ,  th r o u g h  p e c u l ia r i t ie s  o f  t e m p e r a m e n t  a n d  
m is u n d e r s to o d  in d iv id u a l  te n d e n c ie s .  S ix t h ,  th r o u g h  w a s t e s  o f  fo rc e ,  t h r o u g h  la c k  o f  th o u g h t ,c o n -  
tro l.  th r o u g h  u n k n o w n  p s y c h i c  I n f lu e n c e s ,  t h r o u g h  th e  s e x  f u n c t io n s ,  a n d  o th e r w is e .  S e v e n th ,  
th r o u g h  h is  c o n s e q u e n t  in a b i l i t y  to  p r o p e r ly  g o v e r n  th e  m o o d s ,  m a r s h a l l  th e  fa c u l t ie s  a n d  m a s s  h is  

o c c u l t  fo rces .
n < i r  P I r c mc ^>' n£ t h e s e  d if f ic u lt ie s  a n d  o f  th u s  t r a in in g  t h e  s t u d e n t  in 

' C v l I L I W o  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  th o s e  o c c u l t  a n d  s c ie n t i f ic  m e t h o d s  w h ic n  e n a b le  
him  to  m u lt ip ly  h is  p o w e r s  a n d  c a p a c i t ie s  m a n y  fo ld ,  a re  a s  fo l lo w s ,  v iz .:

F i r s t .  T h r o u g h  o u r  fo u r  b o o k s ,  “ Y o u r  P r a c t ic a l  F o r c e s , ”  “ P r a c t ic a l  O c c u l t i s m ,”  “ M e t h o d s  
o f  S e l f - H e l p ”  a n d  “ F o r c e  M a s s i n g  M e t h o d s ”  (p r ic e  S i . 25 e a c h )  h e  is g iv e n  a  th o r o u g h  g e n e r a l  
k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  a n d  m e t h o d s  o f  o c c u l t is m ,  a n d  a lso  b o w  to  u se  h is  o c c u l t  fo r c e s  in  a ll  

b u s in e s s  a n d  a rt.
S e c o n d .  T h r o u g h  t h e  c o -o p e r a t iv e  t h o u g h t  p r a c t ic e s  w h ic h  a r e  t a u g h t  in th o s e  b o o k s  a n d  w h ic h  

are  th e n  p r a c t ic e d  d a i ly  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t ,  a n d  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  t h o u s a n d s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  
B r o t h e r h o o d .  .

T h i r d .  T h r o u g h  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  517.00 w o r th  o f  b o o k s  w h ic h  are  g iv e n  to  th e  m e m b e r s  w ith  t h is  
c o u r s e  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  le  • .on s.

F o u r t h .  T h r o u g h  a  t h o r o u g h  c h a r a c te r  d e l in e a t io n  w h ic h  is  g iv e n  th e  m e m b e r  b y  o u r  M r. L o o m is .  
T h e s e  d e l in e a t io n s  s h o w  b y  e x h a u s t iv e  s c ie n t i f ic  m e th o d s  t h e  v a r io u s  e s o te r ic  u n d e r c u r r e n t s ,  p e c u ­
l ia r i t ie s  a n d  I n d iv id u a l t e n d e n c ie s  o f  h is  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  o ffer  h im  h e lp s  a n d  a c c u r a t e  a d v ic e  fo r  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  h is  o c c u l t  p o w e r s  a n d  th e  in d iv id u a l  t e n d e n c ie s  so  d is c o v e r e d .

F i f t h .  T h r o u g h  h e lp s  to  be u s e d  d a i l y  in t h e  c o n s e r v a t io n  an d  t r a n s m u t a t io n  o f  t h e  fo rces .

S ix th V  T h r o u g h  s p e c ia l  d a i ly  t h o u g h t  h e lp s  a n d  c o -o p e r a t iv e  h e lp s ,  to  be a ls o  u s e d  w ith  th e  a b o v e  
o b je c t s  in  v ie w .

S e v e n t h .  T h r o u g h  q u e s t io n  s h e e t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  le s s o n s  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e v ie w s  o f  th e  
s t u d e n t 's  a n s w e r s  a n d  c o v e r in g  t h e  t w e n t y  s u b je c t s  t r e a t e d  o f  in  “ P r a c t ic a l  O c c u l t i s m ,”  “ Y o u r  
P r a c t ic a l  F o r c e s  ”  a n d  “ M e t h o d s  o f  S e l f - H e l p ”  (a ll o f  w h ic h  w e r e  w r i t t e n  b y  E r n e s t  L o o m is ) .  
T h e s e  tw e n ty  s u b je c t s  c o v e r  th e  w h o le  g e n e r a l  p h i lo s o p h y ,  a n d  b y  aid  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n  s h e e t  le s s o n s  
a n d  r e v ie w s  t h e  e s o te r ic  p o in t s  c o n t a in e d  t h e r e in  a r e  m o re  fu l ly  b r o u g h t  o u t  an d  in a  w a y  t h a t  a d a p ts  
th e m  e s p e c ia l ly  to  t h e  s t u d e n t ’s  p e c u l ia r i t ie s  o f  t e m p e r a m e n t  a n d  in d iv id u a l  n e e d s  w h ic h  a r e  re v e a le d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  d e l in e a t io n  w h ic h  is m a d e  fo r  h im . In fa c t  t h is  c o u r s e  t e a c h e s  e s o te r ic  p o in ts  
o f  p h i lo s o p h y  (su c h  a s  th e  c a u s e  o f  fo r c e ,  e t c . ) ,  w h ic h  th e  s c ie n t is t s  a n d  g r e a t  t h in k e r s  o f  t h e  w o rld  
h a v e  s t u m b le d  o v e r  atn d  tr ied  in  v a in  to  s o lv e  d u r in g  a l l  h is to r ic  a g e s .  T h e  u s e fu ln e s s  o f  th is  
c o n r s o  is  g r e a t l y  In cre a s e d  b y  g e t t i n g  t h e  w h o le  p h i lo s o p h y  in c lu d in g  t h e  s t u d e n t ’ s a n s w e r s  a n d  o u r  
c o r r e c t io n  (if  a n y )  of th o s e  a n s w e r s  nil in p e r m a n e n t  fo r m : w h ic h  c a n  b e  r e fe r r e d  to  o r  re v ie w e d .

T h e r e  ia  a t  p r e s e n t  n o  c h a r g e  for th e s e  le s s o n s ,  t h e  o n ly  c h a r g e  b e in g  $21.00 lo r  th e  $17.00 w o r th  o f  
U >ok». th e  c h a r a c t e r  d e l in e a t io n s ,  e t c . ,  a n d  w h ic h  a re  a  n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u r s e .

Send to Occult Science Library,
70-73 D earborn  S t .,  C h ic a g o , 111.
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P R E F A C E .

I n t l ie last  h a l f  o f  1509 and the first months o f  1510, 
Cornelius A g r ip p a ,  known in his day  as a M ag ic ian , 
ga thered  to g e th e r  a ll  the M y s t ic  lore he had obta ined 
b y  the e n e rg y  and ardor  o f  youth  and com piled  it into 
the .e labora te  system  o f  M ag ic ,  in three books, known 
as Occult Ph i lo sop h y ,  the first book  o f w h ich— N atu ra l  
M a g ic — constitu tes  the present volume. A g r ip p a  pub­
lished his Occu lt  Ph i lo sop h y ,  w ith  ad d it iona l  c h a p ­
ters, in 1533. T h e  on ly  E n g l ish  translation  ap p ea red  
in London  in 1051. I t  is a tho rou gh ly  ed ited  and 
rev ised  ed it ion  o f  this la t te r  w ork  tha t  we produce. 
Some t ran s la t in g  has been done and missing parts  sup­
plied. T h e  reader  is assured tha t  while  we have  m od­
ified some o f  the  v e r y  broad E ng l ish  o f the  seven teen th  
century, that he has a th o rou gh ly  va l id  work. Due 
care has been taken  to  p reserve  a l l  the quaintness o f  
the E n g l ish  tex t  as fa r  as consistent- w ith  p la in  read ­
ing. W e  have  endeavo red  to do  full just ice  to  our 
author, the demands o f  those pure ly  myst ica l ,  and the 
natural conserva t ism  o f  the ant iquary  and co l lec to r .  
In this we b e l ie v e  w e  h ave  fu l ly  succeeded.

T h e . l i f e  o f  A g r ip p a ,  up to  the time o f  w r i t in g  his 
Occult  Ph i lo sop h y ,  is a lso  g iv en ,  drawn m ost ly  from 
H enry  M o r l e y ’s ex ce l len t  l i f e  o f  Cornelius A g r ip p a .

T h a t  pa r t  o f  the vo lum e cred ited  to  Mr. M o r l e y  
may he des igna ted  as an honest s k e p t ic ’s contr ibution  
to  M yst ic ism , and his chapters  are produced entire , as 
justice to both him and A g r ip p a  cannot be done o th e r ­
wise, and th ey  are an e sp ec ia l ly  va luab le  p a r t  o f  M y s ­
tic l iterature.
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The table o f  the Cabala, new ly  compiled fo r  this 
volume, w i l l  be found to possess superior features over 
a ll others.

Following- the above we g iv e  a chapter on the E m ­
pyrean Heaven, which w i l l  expla in  much that our 
author has written. I t  is derived mainly from an old 
occult work  on “ P h ys ic . ”

The  Symbols  o f  the A lchemists w i l l  be found both 
useful and instructive. The  chapter on the M ag ic  
Mirror, which ends the work, is believed to be the best 
contribution on the subject extant.

A l l  the or ig ina l illustrations and some new and 
selected ones w i l l  be found, as also various etchings of 
characters. Tha t  one on the Empyrean Heaven  con­
tains, we have cause to believe, some o f  the ve ry  h id­
den know ledge  re la t ing  to the L o s t  Word. I t  is a 
much older p la te  than the w ork  it was taken from.

Some parts o f  the volume w i l l  interest those who 
love  to work out hidden things.

The  editor conveys his warmest thanks to those 
friends who have encouraged him in the w ork— on tlie 
Cabala table, the illustration o f  the Grand So la r  Man 
and the translating— outside o f  which he has not asked 
or received any help. Th is  being the case our friends 
w i l l  please excuse any particular thing that may not 
sound p leasantly  to the ear.

A  general index w il l  be inserted in the third and 
concluding volume o f  the Occult Philosophy.

»
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C H A P T E R  L X V I .

That the Passions o f  the Mind arc Helped by a Celestial Sea­

son, and how Necessary the Constancy o f  the M ind is  in 

every TPorA\

T hu  passions o f  the mind are much helped, and are 
helpful, and become most powerfu l  by v irtue o f  the 
Heaven, as they agree  w ith  the Heaven, e ither by any 
natural agreement or  by voluntary election. For, as 
saith P to lem y ,  he which chooseth that which is the 
better seems to differ nothing from him who hath this 
by nature. I t  conduceth, therefore, very  much for the 
receiving o f  the benefit o f  the Heavens, in any work, if 
we shall, by the Heaven, make ourselves suitable to  it 
in our thoughts, affections, imaginations, deliberations, 
elections, contemplations, and the like. F o r  such like 
passions do vehemently  stir up our spirit to  the l ike­
ness o f  the Heavens and expose us and ours s tra ight­
way to  the Superior S ignif icators o f  such l ike passions; 
and. also, by reason o f  their d ign ity  and nearness to 
the Superiors do much more partake o f  the Celestials 
than any other mater ia l things. F o r  our mind can, 
through imagination or by  reason o f  a kind o f  imita­
tion, be so conformed to any S ta r  as suddenly to be 
filled with the virtues o f  that Star, as i f  it w ere  a 
proper receptacle  o f  the influence thereof. N ow , the 
contemplating mind, as it w ithdraws itse lf  from all 
sense, imagination, nature, and deliberation, ancVcalls 
itself back to  things separated, unless it exposeth 
itself to Saturn, is not o f  present consideration or 
enquiry. F o r  our mind doth effect d ivers  things by 
faith (which is a firm adhesion, a fixed intention, and 
a vehement application  o f  the worker, o r  rece iver )  to 
him that co-operates in any thing, and g ives  pow er to 
the w ork  which we intend to do. So  that there is 
made, as it were, in us, the image o f  the virtue to  be
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received, and the thing' to be done in us, or by us. We 
must, therefore, in every work and application of / 
things, affect vehemently, imagine, hope, and believe 
strongly, for that will be a great help. And it is veri­
fied amongst physicians, that a strong belief, and an 
undoubted hope and love towards the physician and 
medicine, conduce much to health; yea* more, some­
times, than the medicine itself. For the same that the 
efficacy and virtue of the medicine works, the same 
doth the strong imagination of the physician work, 
being able to change the qualities in the body of the 
sick, especially when the patient placeth much confi­
dence in the physician, by that means disposing him­
self for the receiving of the virtue of the physician and 
physic. Therefore, he that works in Magic must be of 
a constant belief, be credulous, and not at all doubtful 
of obtaining the effect. For, as a firm and strong 
belief doth work wonderful things, although it be in 
false works, so distrust and doubting doth dissipate 
and break the virtue of the mind of the worker, which 
is the medium between both extremes; whence it hap­
pens that he is frustrated of the desired influence of the 
superiors, which could not be joined and united to our 
labors without a firm and solid virtue of our mind.

CHAPTER LX V II.

How the Mind of Man may be Joined with the Mind of the 
Stars, and Intelligences of the Celestials, and, together with 
them, Impress certain wonderful Virtues upon inferior 
Things.

T h e  philosophers, especially the Arabians, say that 
man’s mind, when it is most intent uptra any work, 
through its passion and effects, is joined with the mind 
of the stars and intelligences; and, being so joined, is

A
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the cause of some wonderful virtue being infused into 
our works and things; and this, because there is in 
the mind an apprehension and power of all things, so 
all things have a natural obedience to it, and of neces­
sity an efficacy; and more to that which desires them 
with a strong desire. And according to this is verified 
the art o f characters, images, enchantments, and some 
speeches, and many other wonderful experiments as to 
everything which the mind affects. By this means, 
whatsoever the mind of him that is in vehement love, 
affects, hath an efficacy to cause love; and whatsoever 
the mind of him that strongly hates, dictates, hath an 
efficacy to hurt and destroy. The like is in other 
things, which the mind affects with a strong desire. 
For all those things which the mind acts and dictates 
by characters, figures, words, speeches, gestures, and 
the like, help the appetite of the soul and acquire 
certain wonderful virtues; as from the soul of the 
operator, in that hour when such a like appetite doth 
invade it, so from the opportunity and celestial influ­
ence, moving the mind in that manner. For our mind, 
when it is carried upon the great excess of any passion 
or virtue, oftentimes presently takes of itself a strong, 
better and more convenient hour or opportunity, which 
Thomas Aquinas, in his third book against the Gentiles, 
confesseth. So many wonderful virtues both cause 
and follow certain admirable operations by great 
affections in those tilings which the soul cloth dictate 
in that hour to them. But know that such things con­
fer nothing, or very little, to the author of them, and 
to him which is inclined to them, as if he were the 
author of them. And this is the manner by which 
their efficacy is found out. And it is a general rule in 
them, that every mind that is more excellent in its love 
and affection makes such like things more fit for itself, 
becoming efficacious to that which it desires. Every
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.one, therefore, that is willing to work in Magic must 
know the virtue, measure, order, and degree of his pwn 
soul, in relation to the Power of the Universe

CH APTER LX V III.

How our Mind can Change and Bind inferior Things to the 
Ends which ice Desire

T h e r e  is also a certain virtue in the' minds of men 
of changing, attracting, hindering, and binding to that 
which they desire; and all things obey them when they 
are carried into a great excess of any passion or vir­
tue, so as to exceed those things which they bind. 
For the superior binds that which is inferior, and con­
verts it to itself; and the inferior is, by the same rea­
son, converted to the superior, or is otherwise affected, 
and wrought upon. By this reason, things that receive 
a superior degree of any star, bind, or attract, or hin­
der things which have an inferior, according as they 
agree or disagree amongst themselves. Whence a 
lion is afraid of a cock, because the presence of l l̂ie 
Solary virtue is more agreeable to a cock than to a 
lion. So a loadstone draws iron, because, in its order, 
it hath a superior degree of the Celestial Bear.

So the diamond hinders the loadstone, because, in 
. the order of Mars, it is superior to it. In like man­
ner any^an, when he is opportunely exposed to the 
celestiai&lnfluences (as by the affections of his mind 

• and due applications of natural things),, if he become 
stronger in a Solary virtue, he binds and draws the 
inferior into admiration and obedience—in the order of 
the Moon, to servitude or infirmities; in a Saturnine 
order, to quietness or sadness; in the order of Jupiter, 
to worship; in the order of Mars, to^fear/anc! discord; 
in a Venus order, to love and joy; in a Mercurial order,
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to persuasion and obsequiousness, and the like. The 
ground of such a kind of binding is the very vehe­
ment and boundless affection of the soul with the 
concourse of the celestial order. But the dissolutions 
or hinderances of such a like binding are made by a 
contrary effect, and that more excellent or strong; for 
as the greater excess of the mind binds, so, also, it 
looseth and hindereth. And, lastly, when the mind 
feareth Venus, it opposes Saturn; when Saturn or 
Mars, it.opposes Venus or Jupiter; for astrologers say 
that these are most at enmity, and contrary the one to 
the other (i. <?.), causing contrary effects in these 
inferior bodies. For in the Heavens, where there is 
nothing wanting, and where all things are governed 
with love, there can in no wise be hatred or enmity.

CH APTER LX IX . ^

Of Speech, ami the Occult Virtue of Words.

I t  being shown that there is a great power in the 
affections of the soul, you must know, moreover, that 
there is no less virtue in words and the names of 
things, and greatest of all in speeches and motions; by 
which we chiefly differ from the brutes, and are called 
rational; not from reason, which is taken for that part 
of the soul which contains the affections (which Galen 
saith is also common to brutes, although in a less 
degree), but we are called rational from that reason 
which is, according to the voice, understood in words 
and speech, which is called Declarative Reason; by 
which part we do chiefly excel all other animals. For 
logos, in Greek, signifies reason, speech, and a word. 
Now, a word is two-fold, viz., internal and uttered. 
An internal word is a conception of the mind and 
motion of the soul, which is made without a voice;
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as in dreams we seem to speak and dispute with our­
selves, and whilst we are awake, we run over a whole 
speech silently. But an uttered word hath a certain 
act in the voice, and properties of locution, and is 
brought forth with the breath of a man, with opening 
of his mouth and with the speech of his tongue; in 
which nature hath coupled the corporeal voice and 
speech to the mind and understanding, making that 
a declarer and interpreter o f the conception of our 
intellect to the hearers; and of this we now speak. 
Words, therefore, a-re the fittest medium betwixt the 
speaker and the hearer, carrying with them not only 
the conception of the mind, but also the virtue of the 
speaker, witl>a certain efficacy, unto the hearers; and 
this oftentimes with so great a power, that often they 
change not only the hearers but also other bodies and 
things that have no life. Now those words are of 
greater efficacy than others which represent greater 
things—as intellectual, celestial, and supernatural; as
more expressly, so more mysteriously. Also those 
that come from a more worthy tongue, or from any of 
a more holy order; for these (as it were certain signs 
and representations) receive a power of celestial and 
supercelestial things, as from the virtue of things 
explained, of which they are the vehicle, and from a 
power put into them by the virtue of the speaker.

T h at  the proper names of things are very necessary 
in Magical Operations, almost all men testify. For 
the natural power of things proceeds, first, from the 
objects to the senses, and then from these to the imag­
ination. and from this to the mind, in which it is first

9

CH APTE R LXX.
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conceived, and then is expressed by voices and words. 
The Platonists, therefore, say that in this very voice, 
or word, or name framed, with its articles, that the 
power of the thing, as it were some kind of life, lies 
under the form of the signification. First conceived in 
the mind, as it were through certain seeds of things, 
then by voices or words, as a birth brought forth; and 
lastly, kept in writings. Hence magicians say. that 
the proper names of things are certain rays of things, 
everywhere present at all times, keeping the power of 
things, as the essence of the thing signified, rules, and 
is discerned in them and know the things by them, as 
by proper and living images. For. as the great oper­
ator doth provide divers species and particular things 
by the influences of the Heavens, and by the elements, 
together with the virtues of planets, so, according to 
the properties of the influences, proper names result 
to things and are put upon them by him who numbers 
the multitude of the stars, calling them all by their 
names; of which names Christ in another place speaks, 
saying, “  Your names are written in Heaven. ’ Adam, 
therefore, that gave the first names to things, know­
ing the influences of the Heavens and properties of 
all things, gave them all names according to their 
natures, as it is written in Genesis, where God brought 
all things that he had created before Adam, that he 
should name them; and as he named any thing, so the 
name of it was; which names, indeed, contain in them 
wonderful powers of the things signified. Every 
voice, therefore, that is significative, first of all signi­
fies by the influence of the celestial harmony; secondly, 
by the imposition of man* although oftentimes other­
wise by this than by that. But when both significa­
tions meet in any voice or name, which are put upon 
them by the said harmony, or men, then that name is 
with a double virtue, viz., natural and arbitrary, made



X
210 HENRY CORNELIUS AGRIPPA’S

most efficacious to .act as often as it shall be uttered in 
due place and time, and seriously, with an intention 
exercised upon the matter rightly disposed, and that 
can naturally be acted upon by it. So we read in Phi* 
lostratus, that when a maid at Rome died the same day 
she was married, and was presented to Apollonius, he 
accurately inquired into her name, which being known, 
he pronounced some occult thing, by which she 
revived. It was an observation amongst the Romans, 
in their holy rites., that when they did besiege any 
city, they did diligently enquire into the proper and 
true name of it, and the name of that God under 
whose protection^! was; which being known, they did 
then with some verse call forth the Gods that were the 
protectors of that city, and did curse the inhabitants 
of that city, so at length* their Gods being absent, did 
overcome them, as V irgil sings:

-----That kept this /{calm, our finds
T heir  A !fu rs h o w  fo rso o k , an d blest abodes.

i
Now the verse with which the Gods were called out 

and the enemies were cursed, when the city was 
assaulted round about, let him that would know find 
it out in L ivy  and Macrobius; but also many of these 
Serenus Samonicus, in his book of secret things, 
makes mention of.

* CH APTER LXX I.

Of many Words joined together* as in Sen forces and Verses; 
and of the Virtues a?nl As!rictions of Charms.

Besides the virtues of words and names, there is 
also a greater virtue found in sentences, from the truth 
contained in them, which hath a very great power of 
Impressing, changing, binding, and establishing, so
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that being used it doth shine the more, and being 
resisted is more confirmed and consolidated; which 
virtue is not in simple words, but in sentences, by 
which anything is affirmed or denied; o f which sort are 
verses, enchantments, imprecations, deprecations, ora­
tions, invocations, obtestations, adjurations, conjura­
tions, and sucli like. Therefore, in composing verses 
and orations for attracting the virtue of any star 
or deity, you must diligently consider what virtue any 
star contains, as, also, what effects and operations, 
and to infer them in verses, by praising, extolling, 
amplifying, and setting fortli those tilings which such 
a kind of star is wont to cause by way of its influence, 
and by vilifying and dispraising those things which it 
is wont to destroy and hinder, and by supplicating and 
begging for that which we desire to get, and by con­
demning and detesting that which we would have 
destroyed and hindered; and after the same manner to 
make an elegant oration, and duly distinct, by articles, 
with competent numbers and proportions. Moreover, 
magicians command that we call upon and pray by the 
names of the same star, or name to them to whom such 
a verse belongs, by their wonderful things, or mira­
cles, by their courses and ways in their sphere, by 
their light, by the dignity of their kingdom, by the 
beauty and brightness that is in it, by their strong and 
powerful virtues, and by such like things as these. As 
Psyche, in Apuleius, prays to Ceres, saying, “ I  beseech 
thee by thy fruitful ri&lit hand, I  intreat thee by the 
joyful ceremonies of harvests, by the quiet silence of 
thy chests, by the winged chariots of dragons, thy 
servants, by the furrows of the Sicilian earth, the 
devouring wagon, the clammy earth, by the place of 
going down1 into cellars at the light nuptials of Pros- 
perina. and returns at the light inventions of her 
daughter, and other, things which are concealed in her

i
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temple in tlie city o f Eleusis, in Attica.”  Besides, with 
the divers sorts of the names of the stars, they com- ✓  
mand us to call upon them by the names of the In tel­
ligences ruling over the stars themselves, of which we 
shall speak more at large in their proper place. They 
that desire further examples of these, let them search 
into the hymns of Orpheus, than which nothing is 
more efficacious in Natural Magic, if they, together 
with their circumstances, which wise men know, be 
used according to a due harmony with all attention. 
But to return to our purpose. Such like verses, being 
aptly and duly made, according to the Rule of the Stars, 
and being full of signification and meaning, and oppor­
tunely pronounced with vehement affection (as accord­
ing to the number and the proportion of their articles, 
so according to the form resulting from the articles) 
and, by the violence of imagination, do confer a very 
great power in the enchanter, and sometimes transfers 
it upon the thing enchanted, to bind and direct it to the 
same purpose for which the affections and seech es of 
the enchanter are intended. Now,t the insMument of 
enchanters is a most pure, harinonical spflffc—warm, 
breathing, living, bringing with it motion, a'lTection, 
and signification; composed of its parts, endued with 
sense, and conceived by reason. By the quality, there­
fore, of this spirit, and by the celestial similitude 
thereof (besides those things which have already been 
spoken of) verses, also, from the opportunity of time, 
receive from above most excellent virtues; and, indeed, 
are more sublime and eftiacious than spirits, and vapors 
exhaling out of the vegetable life, such as herbs, roots, 
gums, aromatical things, and fumes and such like. 
And, therefore, magicians enchanting things, are wont 
to blow and breathe upon them the words of the verse, 
or to breathe in the virtue with the spirit, that so the 
whole virtue of the soul be directed to the thing

J
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enchanted, being disposed for the receiving of said 
virtue. And here it is to be noted that every oration, 
writing, and words, as they induce accustomed mo­
tions by their accustomed numbers, proportions, and 
form, so (besides their usual order) being pronounced, 
or wrote backwards, move unto unusual effects.

C H APTE R  L X X II.

Of the wonderful Power of Enchantments.

T h e y  say that the power of enchantments and verses 
is so great, that it is believed they are able to subvert 
almost all Nature. Apuleius saith that with a magical 
whispering, swift rivers are turned back, the slow sea 
is bound, the winds are breathed out with one accord, 
the Sun is stopped, the Moon is clarified, the Stars are 
pulled out, the day is kept back, the night is pro­
longed; and of these things Lucan writes:

The courses of all things did cease, the night
Prolonged was, 'twas long before 'twas light;
Astonied was the headlong World—all this
Was by the hearing of a verse.

And a little before:

Thessalian verse did into his heart so flow%
That it did make a greater heat of love.

And elsewhere:

No dregs of poison being by him drunk;
Uis wits decay'd enchanted-----

A lso V irg il, in Damon,

Charms can command the Moon down from the Skie;
Circe's Charms chang'd Ulysses' company.
A cold  sn a k e, being ch a rm 'd , b u r s t----
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And Ovid, in his untitled book, saith:

With charms doth withering Ceres dye,
Dried are the fountains all,

Acorn8 from Okes, enchanted Grapes,
And apples from trees fall.

I f  these tilings were not true, there would not be 
such strict penal statutes made against them that 
should enchant fruit. And Tibullus saith of a certain 
enchantress:

m . i

Her with Charms drawing Stars from Heaven, /,
And turning the course of rivers, did espy;
She parts the earth, and Ghosts from Sepulchers 
Draws up, and fetcheth bones away from th' fires,
And at her pleasure scatters clouds i ' th' Air,
And makes it Snow in Summer hot and fair.

Of all which that enchantress seems to boast herself 
in Ovid, when she saith:

. At will, I  make swift streams retire 
To their fountains, whilst their Banks admire;
Sea toss and smooth: clear Clouds with Clouds deform. 
With Spells and Charms 1 break the Viper's jaw,
Cleave solid Bocks, Oakes from their seizures draw,
Whole Woods remove, the lofty Mountains shake,
Earth fo r to groan, and Ghosts from graves awake,
And thee, 0 Moon, / draw-----

Moreover, all poets sing, and philosophers do not 
deny, that by verses many wonderful things may be 
done, as corn to be removed, lightnings to be com­
manded, diseases to be cured, and the like. For Cato, 
^limself, in country affairs, used some enchantments 
against the diseases of beasts, -which as yet are extant 
in his writings. Also Josephus testifies that Solomon 
was skilled in those kinds of enchantments. Also
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Celsus Africanus reports, according- to the Egyptian 
doctrine, that man’s body, according to the number of 
the faces of the Zodiac Signs, was taken care o f by so 
many, viz., thirty-six spirits, whereof each undertake 
and defend their proper part, -whose names they call 
with a peculiar voice, which, being called upon, restore 
to health with their enchantments the diseased parts 
of the body.

i. ---------- '

CHAPTER LX X III.i
Of the Virtue of Writing, and of Making Iinj)recationsf and

Tnscrijitions.

T h e  use of words and speech is to express the 
inwards of the mind, and from thence to drawT forth 
the secrets of the thoughts, and to declare the will of 
the speaker. Now, writing is the last expression of 
the mind, and is the number of speech and voice, as, 
also, the collection, state, end, continuing, and iter­
ation, making a habit, which is not perfected with the 
act of one’s voice. And whatsoever is in the mind, in 
voice, in word, in operation, and in speech, the whole 
and all of this is in writing also. And as nothing 
which is conceived in the mind is not expressed by 
voice, so nothing which is expressed is not also writ­
ten. And, therefore, magicians command that in 
every work 'there be imprecations and inscriptions 
made, by which the operator may express his affection; 
that if he gather an herb, or a stone, he declare for 
what use he doth it; if he make a picture, he say and 
write tp what end he maketh it, with imprecations and 
inscriptions. Albertus, also, in his book, called the 
Speculum, doth not disallow this, without which all our 
works would never be brought into effect, seeing a 
disposition does not cause an effect, but the act of the
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disposition. We fipd, also, that the same kind of pre­
cepts was in use amongst the ancients, as V irg il testi­
fies when he sings:

/ tea Ik' around
First with these Threads— in number which three arc— 
'Bout t/i Altars, thrice I  shall thy Image bear.

And a little after: -s.

Knots, Amaryllis, tie! of Colors three,'
Then say, “  These bonds I  knit fo r  Venus be

And in the same place:

As with one JIre this clay doth harder prove,
'The wax more soft; so, Daphnis, with our love.

C H A PTE R  LX X IV .

Of the Proportion, Correspondency, and Beduction of Letters 
to the Celestial Signs and Planets, According to various 
Tongues, and h Table thereof ^

G o d  gave to man a mind and speech, which (assaith 
Mercurius Trismegistus) are thought to be a g ift o f the 
same virtue, power, and immortality. The omnipotent 
God hath by his providence divided the speech of men 
into divers languages, which languages have, accord­
ing to their diversity, received divers an^ proper char­
acters of writing, consisting in their certain order, 
number, and figure, not so disposed and formed by hap 
or chance, nor by the weak judgment o f man, but 
from above, whereby they agree with the celestial and 
divine bodies and virtues. But before all notes of 
languages, the writing of the Hebrews is, o f all, the 
most sacred in the figures of characters, points of 
vowels, and tops of accents; or consisting in matter, 
form, and spirit.^
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The position of the Stars being first made in the seat 
of God. which is Heaven, after the figure of them (as 
the masters o f the Hebrews testify) are most fully 
formed the letters o f the Celestial Mysteries, as by 
their figure, form, and signification, so by the numbers 
signified by them, and also by the various harmonies of 
their conjunction. Whence the more curious Mecubals 
o f the Hebrews do undertake— by the figure o f their 
letters, the forms of characters, and their signature, 
simpleness or composition, separation, crookedness or 
directness, defect, abounding, greatness or littleness, 
crowning, opening or shutting, order, transmutation, 
joining together, revolution of letters, and of points, 
and tops, by the supputation of numbers, and by the 
letters of tilings.signified— to explain all things; how 
they proceed from the first cause, and are again to be 
reduced into the same. Moreover, they divide the le t­
ters o f their Hebrew alphabet, viz., into twelve simple, 
seven double, and three mothers, which, they say, sig­
nify as characters of things— the Tw elve Signs. Seven 
Planets, and Three Elements, viz., Fire, Water, and 
Earth; for they account A ir no element, but as the 
glue and spirit o f the elements. To these, also, they 
appoint points and tops. As, therefore, by the aspects 
o f Planets and Signs, together with the Elements (the 
working spirit and truth), all things have been and are 
brought forth. So, by these characters of letters and 
points, signifying those things that are brought forth, 
the names of all thingsvire appointed, as certain Signs 
and vehicles of things explained, carrying with them 
everywhere their essence and virtues. The profound 
meanings and Signs are inherent in those characters, 
and figures of them, as also nujnbers, place, order, and 
revolution; so that Origenes, therefore, thought that 
those names, when translated into another idiom, do 
not retain their proper virtue. For only the original
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— Basis of success.— Causes of failure.— C om pensations.— W h y  honesty is policy.— How to change 
environments.— Possibilities.— A  case of " d o g  eat d o g .” — How bate, anger, etc., are engendered.—  
T h eir  occult effects.— D ishonesty  an effort ta cheat o m n ip o te n c e — W h y .— W h y  futile.— W h y  
thoughts of hate, etc., most destructive to sender.— T h e  law absolute.— Force-sending interferences. 
— Causes of defeat.— C ause 'of Napoleon's downfall.— R epulsion.— A ttraction.— B asis of true suc­
cess.— Vibratory exhaustion.— F orce  centers.— Heart.— L u n g s .— Pineal gland.— Solar blexus.— Sex.—  
Sexual integrity.— T h e  science of love.— How to mass and conserve sex forces.— 'Transmutation. 
— Underlying realities.— T h e  unseen world.— How man drained of force.— How prevented.— E vi­
dences at sexual impurity.— W h y  greater in woman.— T h e  science of force.— M ethods of progress.— 
Spiritual electrolysis.— Magical p o w e rs .—Based on true integrity.— Man’s powers of growth unlim­
ited.— W hy.— How to cultivate integrity.— Methods.— S h am s.— Prophecies.— T h e ir  scientific founda­
tion.— Special importance of true integrity now.— L iv in g  from a  principle.— Great changes.— T h eir  
causes.— Adjustm ents.— F orcin gs  of natural law.

• Primal soul energies.— How reduced to life results.— Causal law of attraction.— Occult practices 
necessary.— W h y .— M an’s latent knowledge.— Its  evidences.— R ecu rrin g  memories.— How knowledge 
attracted.— Man s opportunities.— How derived.— How to awaken slum bering energies.— Atomic 
forces', magnetic currents, e tc .— How created.— W hat attraction is.— H appiness through vibration. 
— Power.— M ethods of attracting good things.—T h e  beginning.— Possible of universal applica­
tion.— W hy.— How all may improve their conditions.— Powers of desire, hope, aspirations, etc.— 
How to multiply your capabilities a thousand fold.— First,  second, third and fourth steps.— An 
omnipotent backing.— Spiritual forces.— How operated.— How results become muddled.— How 
avoided.— K eep  in contact with higher self.— How.— W h y .— D iscouragem en t disgraceful.— W hy.—  
How results are driven away.— "  H o o d o o ”  habits.— W h a t they attract.— S ym p ath y  is force.— Should 
be used judiciously.— How to help others.— Harmful sym p athy .— A bsorbin g  misfortunes.—Thought 
currents.— D uty  of teachers of occultism.— M an’s great need.— How best answered.— Cc-operative 
helps.—T h e  helps we offer.— W h y  so effective.— Attracting qualities.— T h e  qualities needed.— How to 
attract material possessions, necessities, comforts, luxuries, etc .— Power through repose.— Silent 
forces.— How to cut off from undesirable tilings.— How to create com ing events.— '/'he highest attain­
ments.— Methods of Strengthening; character.— How we drift.— How to overcome desire to injure 
others.—R eal power not noisy.— Mirth noisy when real joy absent.— Power of positivcncss.— Com ­
mon mistakes.— How p eo p le 'a ttract  undesirable things.— How to attract cultivated associations, 
honest customers, em ployes, etc.— How to avoid thieves, tricksters, accidents, etc.— Thought control. 
— H owobtained.— Its occult powers.— How wealth becomes a curse instead of blessing.— After death 
conditions of misers.— How to become master ot all material things.— W h a t  man should rule.—  
O ccu lt  workers and their rewards.


