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NOTES OF THE MONTH

MY observations in the last issue of the Occutt Review, with
reference to lucky and unlucky objects, and mummies in particu-
lar,* have created a considerable amount of interest, and have
also resulted in my attention being drawn to several other similar
records. Professor Barrett reminds me of the experience of
Napoleon 111, in connection with the mummy he
brought to Paris. It was foretold to him in this
connection that the ruler who moved the mummy
would lose his kingdom and that his son would
meet with a violent death. Napoleon, however,
was not of a superstitious turn of mind, at least
where mummies were concerned, and ignored the
warning. Both predictions were of course verified : the former
in 1871, by his deposition after the Franco-German war, and
the latter in 1879, by the death of his son, the Prince Imperial,
in the Zulu war of that year.

Another correspondent (Mr. W. L. Wilmshurst) reminds

THE
MUMMY
THAT WAS
FATAL TO
NAPOLEON
1.

* A furthercomment on this subject is afforded by the letter published

in the present issue signed E. B.
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302 THE OCCULT REVIEW

me of the ill-luck that attended the hero of Watts Dunton’s
Aylwin as a consequence of his taking from his father’s coffin
a Gnostic amulet. Whether this story is pure invention, or
whether it is founded on fact, | do not know. Mr. Wilmshurst
also draws attention to the curious record that appears in the
Life and Adventures of John Gladwyn Jebb* with reference to
the acquisition, by the subject of the memoir, in his travels
through Mexico, of an Aztec idol, and the misfortunes that
followed its owner. The idol in question “ was about two feet
high, of grey stone, tinged in two places with pink, and its com-
AN AZTEC placent ugly face was where, in a proper anatomy,
its chest should have been.” It had been dug
IDOL THAT . . .
BROUGHT up _|n the excayatlons for the great_ drainage works
amid the excitement of the natives round and
DISASTER. . . .
was recognized by them as an ancient god of sacri-
fice, buried there by their forefathers to conceal it from the
Spanish conquerors. The Indians still pointed to the spot
on which a tall pole had stood with this idol fixed upon the
top of it, while around its base a pile of grinning skulls of victims
to the insatiable image mounted ever higher and higher.

Mr. Jebb set his heart upon acquiring this curious relic of the
past, but one of the native officials had taken possession of it and
repeatedly refused to give it up on any terms to the would-be
purchaser. Great, therefore, was Mr. Jebb’s surprise when,
some weeks later, an Indian appeared suddenly on the stair of
his house bearing the idol on his back, which he simply deposited
and left without any request for payment or reward. Its owner,
delighted with his new' possession, set it up on a sort of throne
in the corner of his room. From the moment, however, that
the idol entered his house, everything Mr. Jebb touched went
wrong. One piece of business after another, which had been
satisfactorily progressing, fell through. His own health gave way.
Three of his dearest friends died in quick succession. At
length when, having been reduced by his misfortunes to the
necessity of raising money, he sold a reversion to which he was
entitled, twenty-four hours afterwards its holder died, and the
seller thus sacrificed tw'o-thirds of the property he would have
obtained had he waited for another day. At length, broken
in health and fortune, Mr. Jebb went to London with his family.
He took up his abode in a certain house along with his idol,

e Life and Adventures of John Gladwyn Jebb : A Strange Career.
By his widow. W.ith an introduction by H. Rider Haggard. Blackwoods,
1875.
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but no sooner had he settled there than loud knockings took place
at a particular door and continued night by night, as long as
the idol remained in the house. This so disturbed visitors'
sleep that, finally, its owner was compelled to part with it.
Owing to the evil reputation which it had acquired, it was no
easy matter to discover a fresh owner for it. Eventually, it
found refuge with a lady and gentleman who were so far attracted
by its curiosity as to risk the consequences of its hostility. The
narrator proceeds to observe that misfortune dogged the steps
of its new owners, but what the final upshot of the matter was,
and whether they still adhered to their unlucky possession, |
am unable to say. Mr. Jebb, however, had parted with the
idol too late. Three years after it was deposited on his
doorstep he died prematurely, broken in health and fortune.

In allusion to my remarks on houses that bring misfortune
to their occupiers, an acquaintance whose father has lost
£4,000 and has met with other misfortunes since he came to
live in his present abode, relates that as far as he
has been able to trace back all previous occupants
have been equally unlucky. About the year 1895
the then tenant of the house was in comfortable cir-
cumstances, but later became involved in financial troubles and
incurred heavy losses, finally drinking himself to death on the
ruins of his moderate fortune. The next tenant also experienced
much ill-luck in the form of pecuniary losses and domestic troubles,
culminating in the death of his wife and, later on, in his own.
The next occupant was also unfortunate in his business dealings
during his tenancy of the house, in the end suffering complete
financial disaster. This brings the record up to date, and the
misfortunes of the family now occupying the house in question
would make a long story of serious loss and trouble. The present
occupants, it may be noted, were warned against taking the
house on account of its “ unlucky ” reputation.

UNLUCKY
HOUSE.

Investigation into the phenomena of “ second sight ” in the
Highlands has been attempted perhaps by more people of note
than research work on any kindred subject. Pepys in the seven-

SECOND teenth century, John Aubrey, the biographer of
SIGHT Shakespere at the end of the seventeenth and the

in the beginning of the eighteenth centuries, and Dr.
hightlands JYBON ~ e eighteenth century all went out of
‘their way to make painstaking inquiry into the
genuineness of the alleged predictions and their fulfilments.
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In our own time the question has been taken in hand from the
more critically scientific standpoint of the present day by the
indefatigable Mr. Andrew Lang and Miss Goodrich Freer (now
Mrs. Hans Spoer) under the aegis of the late Marquis of Bute.
In a book * recently published at Dingwall (Scotland) Mr. Norman
Macrae has undertaken the task of putting together the various
historical records and adding to them some more modem instances
from the lives of the Rev. John Kennedy, Minister of Killeaman,
and of the Rev. John Morrison, otherwise known as the “ Petty
Seer,” though all of these do not fall under the heading of “ second
sight ” properly so called. The latter part of the book is devoted
to the prophecies of the so-called Brahan Seer (uttered approxi-
mately between the years 1630-1679), which fall into a category
apart and take rank rather with the predictions of Nostradamus
and Mother Shipton than with the phenomena of prevision
usually associated with the Highlands of Scotland.

Though the power of “ second sight ” is specially common in
this part of the country where almost every village appears to
have its seer, it is of course by no means peculiar to any
particular clime. It is curious in this connection to notice the
statement that the Highlander with the “ gift,” as the expression
is, loses his power if he emigrates, say to America, where, how-
ever, many of the native Indians are credited with possessing it.

This gift which in Scotland consists in the main in a capacity
for death-prevision—the seer generally witnessing the funeral
before it takes place, so clearly as even to identify the people
in the procession—is one seldom relished by the owner of it,
and the opinion prevails that it can be transferred to another by
going through acertain formula. Lord Reay, writing to Pepys,
alludes to this belief. “ A seer,” he says, “ with whom | was
reasoning on this subject, finding me very incredulous in what he
asserted, offered to let me see as well as himself. | asked whether

he could free me from seeing them (i.e. the fun-
erals) thereafter, whereto he answering me he could
not, put a stop to my curiosity. The manner of
showing them to another is thus : the Seer puts both
his hands and feet above yours and mutters some
words to himself, which done, you both see alike.”
" Second sight ” is, however, generally acquired through inherit-

* Highland. Second Sight. Edited by NOlman Macrae, with Intro-
ductory Study by the Rev. W. Morrison, M.A. Publisher, J. Souter,
Dingwall, N.B. London Agents : Wm. Rider & Son, Ltd., 164.
Aldersgate Street. E.C. Price 2s. net.
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ance, the gift being transmitted to one or other of the offspring. In
the case of one family (the Macgregors of Ardlaroch) the curious
fact is noted that whenever a daughter is bom with red hair she
inherits the fatal gift. Mr. Macrae cites the case of the uncle
of a friend of his, whose family had migrated from Kintail to
the Newtonmore district of Inverness-shire, who had the gift of
second sight to a remarkable degree.

“ On one occasion he was walking along the public roadway not far
from his house and was about to cross a bridge when a spectre funeral
met him. At the moment he involuntarily stepped aside to allow the
cortege to pass, when he received a severe kick on the leg from a horse
that happened to be ridden by one of the spectre funeral party in the
rear of the procession. That he got the blow was unmistakable ; he
felt the pain and actually limped on his way home. On entering his
cottage he told the household what had happened, but on examining his leg
they could find no mark of any kind that would indicate a kick from a
horse. The man persisted in his affirmations that he had been struck,
and during the remainder of that night, and in bed, he complained of
the severe pain in his leg. But next day he was up and about as usual,
and, having occasion to pass along the same road and over the same
bridge, he met a real funeral at the same spot where the ' spectre ' cor-

PHWTOM him on the day before. He saw that the funeral

party was the same, and the same horse and its rider were
1 there, when, suddenly, the horse shied as it passed him,
kicking him severely on the leg in the exact spot where he had received
the kick from the * spectre ' horse. He limped home as on the previous
day, and was obliged to keep his bed for some time owing to the severity
of the blow he had received, but he assured his friends that the pain
was no more severe than he felt after the kick from the 'spectre’
horse. These are facts and happenings that are vouched for beyond
all possible doubt or dispute.”

Incredible though this story may seem, there are others
of a very similar character, and readers of the Occult Review
have already had their attention drawn to the peculiarities
of these phantom funerals and the danger that those who meet
them run of being badly mauled and bruised if they do not
step out of the way. Occasionally the funerals are seen
by people who either are not aware that they have the gift
of second-sight, or, knowing it, do not realize the fact that
the funerals in question are of a phantasmal character. A
story is told in the book already referred to of a young woman,
a native of Brora in Sutherland, who had occasion to go from
her village to a neighbouring manse one evening, and noticed
a funeral procession passing along the road in front of her. Over-
taking it, she took the opportunity to speak to some of the
men in the rear part of the cortége whom she recognized as
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acquaintances. She inquired whose the funeral was, but could
obtain no answer. She then followed it into the churchyard,
and distinctly heard the men speaking to each other. She
even went so far as to see the coffin lowered into the grave,
and the earth filled in. At this point the whole party vanished,
and she realized that she had seen a phantom funeral. The shock
to her system was so great that she was confined to her bed
for some weeks afterwards. Needless to say, the actual funeral,
of which this was a replica, passed over the same ground, attended
by the people seen in the phantom procession, within a few days
afterwards. These phantom funerals are not confined to Scot-
land, and there is a well-authenticated case of one having been
seen in connection with one of the most famous murder trials
of the eighteenth century.

Though this is the most common form of “ second sight” in
the Highlands, there are others equally uncanny. One record
is given of an old lady, who lived at Dingwall till quite recently,
who was well known as a seer. On one occasion she told a
friend that she had seen a human eye coming out of a particular
house and moving slowly along the public road in the evening
in the direction of the churchyard, where it became lost to her

other A day or two afterwards, in spite of the

fact that no one was aware of there being any
wt sings illness there, a death occurred in the house referred

............... to, and the burial took place in the churchyard
indicated. Another of the indications of death recognized
in this part of the country is the sound of the hammering of
the coffin. On other occasions again, the person, if destined
to be drowned, is seen dripping with water, or, if fated to a normal
death, appears to the seer with his winding sheet covering him.
The date at which death is likely to take place is judged by
the extent to which the winding sheet covers the person’s
figure. If completely, death may be expected immediately. An
instance is given of this in Aubrey’s Miscellanies, and quoted
by Mr. Macrae. It refers to a certain Andrew Macpherson,
of Clunie, who was engaged to the Laird of Gareloch’s daughter.
Lady Gareloch was passing along the road in company with one
who had the “ second sight,” and in the distance they noticed
that Macpherson of Clunie was coming to meet them. The
seer, on being told who it was, observed, “ If yon be he, unless
he marry within six months he will never marry,” and gave
as a reason for his statement that he saw him all enclosed in
his winding sheet except his nostrils and mouth, which he said
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would also close up within six months. The event justified
the forecast. Another type of warning is given if the man
observed is seen suddenly to dwindle away to the size of a boy
six or seven years of age, and then to recover his former size.
This is regarded as a sure forerunner of death. It is considered
a dangerous thing for those who have the gift of “ second sight ”
to be over communicative to their fellows on the subject, and
strange stories are told of uncanny happenings to seers who
have been too free with their tongues.

As a slight antidote to the scepticism with which these curious
records will be received by many, it may be noted that the genuine-
ness of the power of “ second sight ” is unquestioned in the Scottish
Highlands, no matter what the rank or education of the inhabi-
tant may be, and that the judicious Dr. Samuel
Johnson, who forbore to commit himself positively
on the matter, made on the subject of his investiga-
tion the following cautious and well-weighed obser-
vations, which some scientists (not to mention a large percentage
of the ignorant cocksure general public) would do well to lay to
heart and to store up in their minds for further service when
necessary —

JOHNSON'S
OPINION.

“ To the confidence of the objections raised it may be replied, that by
presuming to determine what is fit, and what is beneficial, the objectors
presuppose more knowledge of the universal system than man has at-
tained ; and therefore depend upon principles too complicated and exten-
sive for our comprehension ; and that there can be no security in the
consequence, when the premises are not understood ; that the second
sight is only wonderful because it is rare, for, considered in itself, it involves
no more difficulty than dreams, or perhaps than the regular exercise of
the cogitative faculty ; that a general opinion of communicative impulses,
or visionary representations, has prevailed in all ages and nations ; that
particular instances have been given, with such evidence as neither Bacon
nor Bayle has been able to resist; that sudden impressions, which the
event has verified, have been felt by more than own or publish them ;
that the second sight of the Hebrides implies only the local frequency
of a power which is nowhere totally unknown ; and that where we are
unable to decide by antecedent reason, we must be content to yield to the
force of testimony.”
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THE LAND OF THE DEAD
By SCRUTATOR

Part |11

IT is not necessary to suppose, as some writers have done, that
Egypt was anciently at the entire disposal of priests whose
knowledge, so far as it transcended the general intelligence of
the people, was a source of power which they used for their
own ends. It is undoubtedly true that the deus ex machind of
Egyptian statecraft was the Hierophant of Heliopolis, but it
is also a fact that the priests did not keep the populace in ignor-
ance of anything which they considered necessary to the effective
use, betterment and progress of the nation. This is clearly
demonstrated by the publication of the great collection of texts
known as “ The Book of the Dead,” which, if badly understood
by our predecessors, has certainly come to be appraised as one
of the most remarkable relics of antiquity and no less a lasting
contribution to the religious literature of the world. As Dr.
Wallis Budge says in his Egyptian Religion * : “ It is absurd to
talk of almost the whole text of the " Book of the Dead ” being
utterly corrupt, for royal personages and priests and scribes,
to say nothing of the ordinary educated folk, would not have
caused costly copies of a very lengthy work to be multiplied,
and illustrated by artists possessing the highest skill, unless
it had some meaning to them and was necessary for the attain-
ment by them of the life which is beyond the grave.” Again,
if the priesthood were in possession of extensive astronomical
knowledge, as we have reason to believe, it was doubtless for
purposes of secular utility, and to avoid confusion rather than
to confirm ignorance, that they ordained a year of 365/6 days
instead of the variable lunisolar year in use among the Chaldeans
and Hebrews. At the back of their popular observance of
religious festivals which bore all the traces of paganism, there
was an intimate knowledge of sidereal laws ; behind their exten-
sive dispensary of amulets and talismans, charms and phylacteries,
lay an equally extensive knowledge of pharmacy and the more

* Boohs on Egypt and Chaldea. Yol. I. London: Kegan Paul. Trench,

Triibncr & Co.
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subtle science of psychology. They knew what human nature
had need of, they understood both men and times, and they
supplied the people with those things which best contributed

to keep alive their faith in the unseen world and to maintain
their healthy interest in the social and commercial opportunities
of the hour. If we carefully examine the magical practices with
which they are credited we shall, I think, find that the magic
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310 THE OCCULT REVIEW

lay in the popular effect of their work rather than in the
means employed or the sources of inspiration.

The established belief in the omnipotence of the One inscrutable
and supreme Deity, the all-sufficient Creator of the Universe,
whose manifestation is Ra, the great spirit of the Sun, had so
firmly rooted itself in the Egyptian mind through ten thousand
years, as to leave little scope for sacerdotal despotism even had
that been aimed at by the priestly orders of Osiris and Isis, of
Amen and of Aton. Yet there was ample room for a general

Amulet placed under Head of Mummy for Protection against
Obsessing Spirits

belief in spirit agency and indeed for the evolution of a poly-
theism in which the cosmic gods, answering to the bodies of
the solar system, played a foremost part. Thus we have Ra
(the Sun), Neith (the moon), Mut (Venus), Sat (Saturn), Khcm
(Mars), Kncph (Mercury) and Ammon (Jupiter), over which was
set the supreme trinity of Osiris (the ruler of the spiritual world),
Isis (of the natural world) and Horus (of embodied humanity),
all being but manifestations in degree of the great unrevealed
Deity (MTR, i.e. Muter or Meter).
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It was this principle of " agency ” which eventually became
responsible for the polytheistic service, giving effect to the priestly
invocations, and reasonableness to the ritual which prescribed
the employment of magical powers which, according to the
prevalent belief, might be efficacious in that service. It is
with these agents and their uses that we are at present
concerned.

It has already been said that the cosmic gods, or planetary
spirits, were generally regarded as the chief agents of Deity in
the production of events, and with this belief in mind it would
be natural for the Egyptian laity to seek their aid. The pre-
scribed means were partly natural and partly artificial. Under
the good aspect of the planet whose deity was to be propitiated
or invoked, on the day of the week ruled by that planet, and in

Talismans in the Hebrew Character (modernized).

the hour which was appropriated to the same influence, they
formed talismans by engraving or writing upon metal or papyrus
the magical tables of numbers, together with the sigil and name
of the god, as was prescribed by the initiated among them.
Such talismans became very popular among the Hebrews at a
later date, and it is in the Hebrew character that most of these
formularies have been preserved to us.

I subjoin some examples of modern Hebrew Talismans,
the illustrations showing both sides of the lamen or medal.
The seal of Saturn is engraved on lead, that of Mars on iron,
that of Venus on copper, and the Sun’s seal is wrought upon
pure gold. The magic of nature appears to rise above the
petty consideration of extrinsic values, for the talisman of Mars
is as efficacious in conferring courage and strength, or that of
Saturn in revealing hidden treasure and discovering secret things,
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312 THE OCCULT REVIEW

as is the Sun in securing honours or fame to those who seek its
somewhat costly aid.

There appears to be no room for doubting that the masters
of Egyptian science were anciently persuaded to a system of
astrology in which planetary combinations, lunations, eclipses
and other celestial phenomena were considered in their relation
to human affairs and the course of mundane events. This would
involve a scientific study of the orbital periods of the planets
and a not less scientific apprehension of their putative influences.
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l'kriods of Good and Evil.

similar to that which led the great astronomer Kepler to accept
the astrologia sana advocated by Bacon. “ An unfailing experi-
ence,” said Kepler, “ of the course of mundane events in harmony
with the changes occurring in the heavens, has instructed and
confirmed my unwilling belief.” What Kepler discovered for
himself, the ancient Chaldeans and Egyptians had discovered
before him.

The Egyptians divided their days into three parts, each of
which had its designation, being “ lucky ” or " unlucky,” and
to the three hundred and sixty days thus characterized, they
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added the five epagomenal days, which the Romans later devoted
to the Saturnalia, thus completing the solar year.

From Callisthenes we learn that they were skilled in the art
of casting horoscopes from " the exact moment of the birth of
a man.” Dr. Budge gives an interesting description of the
process at the time of Alexander the Great.

“ Nectanebus employed for the purpose a tablet made of
gold and silver and acacia wood, to which were fitted three belts.
Upon the outer belt was Zeus with the thirty-six decani surround-
ing him ; upon the second the twelve signs of the Zodiac were
represented ; and upon the third the sun and moon.” This
apparently was the ornamental groundwork of the planisphere,
no doubt immovable and of use only to indicate the relative
positions of the celestial bodies, for we are then told that " He
set the tablet on a tripod and then emptied out of a small box
upon it models of the seven stars (the Mensal Greek text says
eight) that were in the belts and put into the middle belt eight
precious stones ; these he arranged in the places wherein he
supposed the planets which they represented would be at the
time of the birth of Olympias, and then told her fortune from
them.” *

In the British Museum is a Greek horoscope to which is
attached “ an introductory letter from some master of the art of
astrology to his pupil, named Hermon, urging him to be very
exact and careful in his application of the laws which the ancient
Egyptians, with their laborious devotion to the art, had dis-
covered and handed down to posterity.”

Necessarily, the publication of the principles of astrology
among the Egyptians soon led to the introduction of popular
methods, one of which may be found in the Table of Democritus
and another in the Wheel of Pythagoras, though whether these
masters would have admitted authorship in either case is doubtful.
The Table of Democritus is essentially a lunar table applied
to decumbitures. The Leyden Papyrus instructs us to “ ascer-
tain the month in which the sick man took to his bed and the
name he received at his birth. Calculate the (periods) of the
moon, counting the periods which have elapsed. Take note
of the number of days left over, and if it is found in the upper
part of the table he will live, but if in the lower, he will
die.”

Obviously the explanation is more mysterious than the Table,
for it has no reference to " the name the sick man received at

* Life of Alexander the Great, Pseudo-Callisthenes. 1, 12.
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his birth,” nor does it say whether the calculation should begin
at the new moon preceding the birth, that following it, or the
moon’s place on the day of birth.

The Table.

1 10 19
2 1l 20
3 «3 23
4 *4 25
7 If) 2
0 *7 27
5 1.3 24
0 18 28
8 21 20
12 22 3«

There can be little doubt, however, that the science of
astronomy and that of astrology were cultivated to a degree
of great perfection by the educated Egyptians, and that the
universal belief in celestial influences was fundamental to every
form of religious ritual or magical practice. This belief entered
as fully into the observances of social life among the dwellers
of the cities as into the agrarian life of the peasant populace.
If. as Pliny states, the people of the Nile banks were of Semitic
origin and the founders of Heliopolis were Arabs, their Asiatic
traditions would sufficiently account for the resemblances to
be found in Iranian, Assyrian and Egyptian beliefs and practices.
It is indeed a question whether the sciences of astronomy and
medicine were not wholly imported from Egypt by the Greeks.
We find that the Egyptians paid great attention to health, and
according to Herodotus, “ so wisely was medicine managed
by them that no doctor was permitted to practice any but his
own peculiar branch. Some were oculists, who only studied
diseases of the eye ; others attended solely to complaints of
the head ; others to those of the teeth, etc.” ; and it is of interest
to note that the quite modern practice of gold-stopping in den-
tistry is in evidence among the mummies of Thebes. In
physiology, anatomy and pathology, the Egyptians were great
masters according to all historical evidence. But every form of
art among them was bent to the realization of the religious
idea, to which also all their magical practices were subservient.

According to Diodorus, the ancient inhabitants of this “ Land
of the Dead ” gave a religious reverence to dreams, and the prayers

o Original from
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of the devout were often rewarded by the gods with an indication
of the remedy their sufferings required, and Origen says that
when any part of the body was afflicted with disease they invoked
the demon to whom it was supposed to belong in order to obtain

Exvotos. i. Ilvory Hand in Mr. Salt’s Collection. 2. Stone Tablet
DEDICATED TO AMUNRE, FOR THE RECOVERY OF A COMPLAINT IN THE E ar ;
found at Thebes. 3. An Ear of terra cotta, from T hebes.

a cure. The consulting of oracles was also resorted to, and
mention is made in one of the papyri to divination * through a
boy with a lamp and a bowl,” which brings to mind the “ divining-
cup ” of Joseph. They used hypnotism of this order for the
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Amulet inscribed with Signs and Letters of Magical Power for
overcoming the Malice of Enemies.
(From Brit. Mus., Greek Papyrus, No. cxxiv.—*th or 5th Century.)

discovery of crime, and as a means of obtaining information of
various kinds. Some papyri have been found which contain
recipes for obtaining good fortune and various benefits, and
there are as many more which are directed to the discomfiture
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of enemies and bringing misfortune upon them, the whole of
which may be found reproduced in the history of witchcraft
in Europe. Whether or not the Egyptians had any knowledge
of the mesmeric art, or of hypnotic science pure and simple,
is not known, but certain paintings having reference to the
process of Initiation would appear to favour the view that the
artificial production of trance was not unknown to the priests.
Adverting to the astrological ideas of Egypt, it has been
suggested that the influences supposed to attach to the various
third parts of each day may have reference to the planets which
govern them, the first of which gives its name to the day, the
rest following in the old order of the Chaldean system, thus :—

i. 1. 3-
Tuesday Khem Mars Sun Venus
Wednesday Kneph Mercury j Moon Saturn
Thursday Ammon Jupiter Mars Sun
Friday Mut Venus Mercury Moon
Saturday Sat Saturn Jupiter Mars
Sunday Ra Sun Venus Mercury
Monday Neith Moon Saturn Jupiter

The series would then recur with Tuesday under the dominion
of Khem and ruled from sunrise to sunset by Mars, Sun and
Venus in sequence. This would explain why the terms " lucky ”
and " unlucky ” were ascribed to these divisions, reference being
also made to the planet ruling the month or other subdivision
of the year in which any week, of days happened to fall. But,
on the other hand, we know from the Theban Calendar that
specific days had a constant quality attaching to them. Egyp-
tologists are disposed to regard these as legendary, in the sense
that St. George’s Day or Christmas Day might be so, and it
is true that mythological reasons are given for these ascriptions
in the papyri. But it is also possible that they will eventually
be found to have an astronomical origin as so many of the Greek
myths are known to have,* and it will then be seen that the
passage of the Sun from one constellation to another and from
one star to another will afford a key to the better understanding
of Egyptian astro-mythology. For not only did the Theban
Calendar ascribe certain characteristics to each day of the year,
but also to each asterism, or lunar mansion of 13020' in extent,
and further to the decans with which these asterisms were at
one time associated.

* Judgment of Paris, etc. By Hon. Emmeline M. Plunket. O.R.
March, 1909.
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WITCHCRAFT: ITS FACTS AND
FOLLIES

By HEREWARD CARRINGTON

IT has been pointed out frequently that “ where there is so
much smoke there must be some fire " ; also that there is, pro-
bably, and almost necessarily, some grain of truth in any popu-
lar superstition, no matter how absurd it may appear at first
sight. This is not less true of witchcraft— though it would be
difficult to convince the average person, in all probability, that
there was anything connected with it but the grossest and most
repulsive superstition. Taken all in all, it most assuredly is
that, and very little else; and, before proceeding to examine
the residuum of truth that probably exists in connection with
this subject, it will be well for us to examine briefly the other
and darker side of this ghastly relic of mediaeval barbarism,
and to see it in its most sombre hues. A belief for which more
than nine million persons were either burned or hanged since
it sprang into being; in whose cause five hundred persons were
executed in three months in 1515 in Geneva alone, is not to be
put aside as unworthy of a moment’s consideration ; but should,
on the contrary, be considered as a most.extraordinary and
lasting delusion— helping to colour the times in which it occurred
and influence the whole course of a nation’s history.

The first trial for sorcery in England was in King John’s
reign ; the last within the last two hundred years. In England,
America, Germany, France, ltaly, Spain, Russia—every country
without exception—witches have lived, flourished, and been
burned at the stake. Laws were enacted against witches, and
they were condemned on the most trivial and even ridiculous
evidence imaginable. If an old woman were seen to enter a house
by the front door, and a black cat was seen to leave the house
by the back door, it was deemed sufficient evidence that the
old woman was a witch, without further evidence or investiga-
tion—and indeed much of the evidence was not nearly so good
and circumstantial as this 1 When a witch was caught, she was
questioned and generally tortured; but it was soon ascertained
that torture was a very unfair and unsafe method of extracting
the truth (here as elsewhere), for the reason that a weak soul,
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even if innocent, might confess, and a strong and stubborn one
would hold out and contend for her innocence to the last, whether
guilty or not. For these reasons, it was finally given up before
the burning was finally abolished.

Witches were supposed to be possessed of the most extra-
ordinary powers for evil; they could bewitch a man, woman or
child—even the cows and flocks— by casting an “ evil eye”
upon them, by uttering an imprecation, or in other ways cast-
ing a spell upon them. This power was derived directly from the
devil himself, with whom witches were supposed to be in direct
compact; consequently their influence was all for evil. These
deeds were practised daily throughout the year; but every year
there was a grand meeting of the demons and witches— a “ Sab-
bath,” as it was called—and here were recounted all the evil
deeds of the past year, and here the witches saw and conversed
with the devil himself, and received their instructions from him.
It would be almost impossible to conceive a more grotesque and
gruesome picture than some of these Sabbaths were supposed to
be : every impossible and inconceivable thing that man’s mind
could invent was apparently attributed to these meetings. In
order to form some faint idea of men’s beliefs in those days, I
quote the following, supposedly from a more or less contemporary
account, of what actually transpired at these Sabbaths —

“ A witch should be an old woman with a wrinkled face, a furred
brow, a hairy lip, a gobber tooth, a squint eye, a squeaky voice, a scolding
tongue, having a ragged coat on her back, a skull cap on her head, a
spindle in her hand, a dog or cat by her side. There are three classes
or divisions of devils— black, gray and white. The first are omnipotent
for evil, but powerless for good. The white have power to help, but
not to hurt. The gray are efficient for both good and evil. . . . The modes
of bewitching are: By casting an evil eye (fascinating); by making
representations of a person to be acted upon in wax or clay, roasting
this image before a fire ; by mixing magical ointments, or other com-
positions or ingredients; or sometimes merely by uttering an impre-
cation. . . . Witches can ride in sieves on the sea, on brooms, or spits, magi-
cally prepared. The meeting of the witches is held every Friday night—
between Friday and Saturday. ... They steal children from the grave,
boil them with lime till all the flesh is loosed from the bones, and is reduced
to one mass. They make of the firm part an ointment, and fill a bottle
with the fluid ; and whosoever drinks this with due ceremony belongs
to the league, and is capable of bewitching. . . . Every year a grand Sabbath
is held or ordered for celebration on the Blocksberg Mountains, for the
night before the first of May. Witches congregate from all parts, and
meet at a place where four roads meet, in a rugged mountain range,
or in the neighbourhood of a secluded lake or some dark forest; these
are the spots selected for the meeting. ...
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" When ordersj have been issued for the meeting of the Sabbath,
all the wizards and witches who fail to attend it are lashed by demons
with a rod made of serpents and scorpions. In France and England
the witches ride upon broomsticks ; but in Italy and Spain, the Devil
himself, in the shape of a goat, supports them on his back, which lengthens
or shortens according to the number of witches he is desirous of accom-
modating. No witch, when proceeding to the Sabbath, can go out by a
door or window, were she to try evér so much. Their general mode
of ingress is by a key-hole, and of egress by the chimney, up which they
fly, broom and all, with the greatest ease. To prevent the absence of
the witches being noticed by their neighbours, some inferior demon is
commanded to assume their shapes, and lie in their beds, feigning illness,
until the Sabbath was over. When all the wizards and witches arrive
at the place of rendezvous, the infernal ceremonies begin. Satan, having
assumed his favourite shape of a large he-goat, with a face in front, and
another in his haunches, takes a seat upon the throne ; and all present
in succession pay their respects to him and kiss him on his face behind.
This done, he appoints a master of the ceremonies, in company with
whom he makes a personal examination of all the witches, to see whether
they have the secret mark about them by which they are stamped as
the Devil’'s own. The mark is always insensible to pain. Those who
have not yet been marked receive the mark from the master of ceremonies—
the Devil, at the same time, bestowing nicknames upon them. This done,
they all begin to sing and dance in a most furious manner, until some
one arrives who was anxious to be admitted into the Society. They
are then silent for a while until the new-comer has denied his salvation,
kissed the Devil, spat upon the Bible, and sworn obedience to him in
all things. They then begin dancing again with all their might, and
singing. ... In the course of an hour or two, they generally become wearied
of this violent exercise, and then they all sit down and recount all their
evil deeds since last meeting. Those who have not been malicious and
mischievous enough towards their fellow-creatures receive personal
chastisement from Satan himself, who flogs them with thorns and scor-
pions until they are covered with blood, and unable to sit or stand. When
this ceremony is concluded, they are all amused by a dance of toads.
Thousands of these creatures spring out of the earth, and, standing upon
their hind legs, dance while the Devil plays the bagpipes or the trumpet.
These toads are all endowed with the faculty of speech, and entreat the
witches there to reward them with the flesh of unbaptized infants for
their exertions to give them pleasure. The witches promise compliance.
The Devil bids them remember to keep their word, and then, stomping
his foot, causes all the toads to sink into the earth in an instant. The
place being thus cleared, preparations are made for the banquet, where
all manner of disgusting things are served and greedily devoured by the
demons and witches— although the latter were sometimes regaled with
choice meats and expensive wines, from golden plates and crystal goblets ;
but they are never thus favoured unless they have done an extraordinary
number of evil deeds since the last period of meeting. After the feast,
they begin dancing, but such as have no relish for any more exercise
in that way amuse themselves by mocking the holy sacrament of bap-
tism. For this purpose, the toads are again called and sprinkled with
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filthy Cgater, the devil making the sign of the cross, and the witches calling
ont [Oath omitted]. When the Devil wishes to be particularly amused,
he makes the witches strip off their clothes, and dance before him, each
with a cat tied round her neck, and another dangling from her body in
the form of a tail. When the cock crows, they all disappear, and the
Sabbath is ended . . .

There, reader, is a very fair idea of the monstrous form of
belief held during the Middle Ages. Scarcely anything that was
fanciful and diabolical was not cogjured up to the mind, and
said to happen at these Sabbaths. There was also a certain
amount of ingenious theorizing afoot, in order to account for
certain facts, as, for instance, the cloven hoof, which it was said
must always appear, no matter how concealed—it being due to
the fact that the devil took the form of a goat so often that he
finally acquired the hoof. (Acquired hereditary characteristics I)
Sir Thomas Browne explains this to us i—

" The ground of this opinion at first might be his frequent appearing
in the shape of a goat, which answers this description. This was the
opinion of the Ancient Christians concerning the apparitions of the ancient
panites, fauns, and satyrs ; and of this form we read of one that appeared
to Anthony in the wilderness. The same is also confirmed from expo-
sition of Holy Scripture. For whereas it is said, ' Thou shalt not offer
unto Devils,” the original word is Seghuirim, i.e. *rough and hairy goats *
because in that shape the devil most often appeared, as is expounded
by the rabbis, as Trenullius hath also explained ; and as the word Ascimak
the God of Emath, is by some explained.”

It will be noted that theword " Devil " is invariably capital-
ized by the mediaeval writers, and to them he must have been
A very real personage, and these curious beliefs terrible truths.
Indeed, if true, what could be more terrible ? Even so learned
a man as Bacon, we are told—whose soul was promised to the
devil, no matter “ whether he died in or out of the Church”—
endeavoured to cheat the devil of his due, and had his body
buried in the wall of the Church— thus being neither in nor out
of it—and so he hoped to cheat the devil of his due !

With the coming of Reginald Scott there arose a certain
scepticism throughout Europe, which was later echoed in America.
Scott wrote a monumental work entitled The Discoverie of Witch-
craft, in which he bitterly attacked the credulity of the people,
and showed himself entirely incredulous of any of the alleged
phenomena. Some years before, had he published such a book, it
was likely that he would have been burned himself ; but the times
were probably ripe for just such a publication ; there was already
much unrest and uneasiness afoof, and his book appeared in
the nick of time. Scott attempted to account for the pheno-
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mena of witchcraft on a rational basis, and showed himself com-
pletely sceptical of the reality of most of the phenomena. He
even went so far as to attack many of the older “ miracles,”
which apparently supported the newer, even taking the very bold
course (in that day) of attacking some of the Biblical miracles.
Thus we read —

"The Pythoness (speaking of the Witch of Endor) being ventrilo-
qua, that is, speaking as it were from the bottom of her belly, did
cast herself into a trance, and so abused Saul in Samuel's name in
her counterfei