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THE MYSTERY of'
n

VERSAILLES
by J. R. Sturge-Whiting

i 
J

WITH A FOREWORD BY

HARRY PRICE
This book explodes once and for all the most 
famous ghos story of all time. ‘’An Adventure”, 
by C. F. Jourdain and A. E. Moberly, two dis­
tinguished English ladies who in 1904 had a remark­
able experience while visiting Versailles. They 
imagined that they were transported back in time 

■ to the eve of the French Revolution, that they met 
I various people dressed in the clothes of those days 
' and actually saw the ill-fortuned Marie Antoinette.

Step by step Mr. Sturge-Whiting crrefully dem shes 
I the apparently unassailable story showing that 
j their experience was perfectly normal and that

they had been suffering from psychological delus- 
[ slons. Although he has destroyed their story, 

he has added considerably to our knowledge of 
• the manner in which such delusions are com­

pounded, and his book will be welcomed by all 
interested in psychic research. It possesses all 
the fascination of an exciting detective yarn.
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•

himself to rely upon, no other person is able to help him except 
possibly by pointing out a way of progress which has been tried 
and proved satisfactory by a long line of aspirants before him. f 7
Beyond that, the effort and perseverance required is up to him2 _ __
Within him alone is the power to achieve. ~ ’ ■'

To all thinking and observing people the self-reliance of 
humanity is a stage that can only be approached gradually, andX 
in this age when, or so one is informed in occult circles, mankind-' 
has to learn how to function more perfectly in the Mental body, 
one is able to perceive a restless stirring in the mind of the world. 
Younger generations do not react so readily to the influence of 
their elders ; sons and daughters no longer have the same tastes, 
ambitions or ideals, as their parents, much to the “hurt pride" 
and chagrin of the latter who have come to the almost traditionally 
illogical conclusion that their offspring should be exact miniature 
copies of themselves; the employee frets under the employer 
because of his inability to obtain a hearing for his ideas and 
suggestions—for has it not been the custom for employees to 
work and not to think ? Trade Unions, Social Improvement 
Schemes, the breaking away from religious orthodoxy, and many . 
more indications too numerous to include in a small space show 
that the urge to break away from, the group and become more 
individualized, more self-reliant, has indeed begun to operate. 
Only in dictator-ruled countries does this “urge" seem to be in 
abeyance. How long this condition will last is not easy to predict. / 
No nation will bow its head for long beneath the will of one man, 
especially at this stage of world evolution. Italy is already said 
to have heard low murmurings.

It is only be self-reliance, by the breaking away from oon- 
ventions and the up-rooting of old, outworn traditions, hov4c£f- 
much they might appeal to the sentimentalist, that new ideas, 
originality and fresh forms of self-expression are able to be 
attaiped, for unless the mind is cleared of its dusty lumber little 
room is left for new. The bringing of the new into manifestation 
through hitherto choked sources of inspiration is a task that many 
are attempting today. Especially can it be seen in the world of 
Art, abd although the majority of people would not be inclined 
to call the interpretation beautiful, it must b£ remembered that 
it is as yet in the process of birth, and that when this new con­
ception eventually grows into manhood it may prove to be of a 
superior order to its parent. V
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Emerson again says . . . "that'imitation is suicide”. To 
follow his advice, to progress intellectually and spiritually on our . 
m efforts is the only true gateway leading to that realm of 
individualization and self-expression, which, as consciousness is 
raised plane by plane, we hope will ultimately resolve itself into 
complete soul-expression and union with the Soul of the Universe.

\
A
FIRE-WALKING

The University of London Council for Psychical Investigation 
have just issued their fourth bulletin, "A report on three ex­
perimental fire-walks by Ahmed Hussain and others”, by G. 
Burniston Brown, M.Sc., Ph.D. The first two "walks” took place 
at Carshalton, and the third was televized from the grounds of 
Alexandra Palace. Everything was very scientifically conducted 
and recorded, such as the weights of the walkers, distance walked, 
interior and surface temperature of fire, number of steps taken, 
time taken to walk across the pit, minimum mean time of contact 
per step, the skin temperature of the soles of the feet before and 
after the "walk”, etc., etc. Two things of peculiar interest 
mentioned are firstly : the fact that the amateur walkers had just 
about as much success in being burned as the "professional”, 
and secondly : as the result of crossing the fire wearing a pair of 
rope-soled shoes, "the soles were not burned at all and the 
frayed portions of the rope were slightly scorched at the edges 
only”. Apparently the conclusions reached are not at all con­
clusive.

One cannot help admiring the efforts of the London Council for 
trying to place fire-walking on a scientific basis, but one hopes 
thai'ithey will not resolve their experiments in this direction in>^ 
tedious repetition with what seem to be rather unsatisfac^ 
"experts”, who apparently do not succeed so well at the g^Ar oi 
England as they are said to do in Eastern countries. PerhxJ 
time ■will come when Mr. Harry Price may have the oppo^n 
investigating this phenemenon in the lands where it is j/f, 
practised in natural surroundings and not in the 
artificiality in which all scientific research must sji’rtr 
be conducted. Wider those circumstances, 
more success than he has had up to t 
houses and poltergeists.

The person we admire most of
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We learn from Boris de Zirkoff, writing in the current issue of 
F?«tel^feWf/&hW^sXtiiktotA!Tlibdkophfebd4k2riaiif8f!X’iShJiaIi1xivho, 
K&vinf^aMhdWn/similiited^lie-'Va^prihlerplfegidT-th^Abfei^  
^sfcydi^JftateGafiff^^nte^^nfayrdg-^Ad^fin^i^a 
sifsi1diriffl-ieffbi'lr/tf Sitfier ¡ijeraico?dihg t-d’tbZkigtief XiddA
of Theo'SoJ>h^aI!iEt;l\i^¥iskhdsis'':fb¥gifi^tHektU'etichnda^1'tei\si?2rd§ 
atPw'tf°de6pfei1JiiAft1erJ=ti®iSri'iii^fidfflb-P:t'htjuglifJif>-feSlingbrid'6si'?e 
akid^dfidift^b Hbwi-\vfe‘4isif tWwfaete «feiddsb^hfe'Kl 
(ft^inlz&Xidfis^hbj (Wr niS$yiyda¥$j 
&itW ta'ta5!® Kdda^'ffi^iqab^rftTP-dfi^gtf^ a^toefita 
taseffi&iis df^pVcri^ Wild’

©otfS^titffff^ and'diegiftbto’ gi^V/upZ-ivI;l'yih 
to^fi^v€9lfer«gy3teinb^ dTt^AhglSnfesWi^Qffl
bilwiWta'asSltodte^ffigfh.aqi'e^ili Waagfei&3gy ^h®°ai 
ivhb-'ii-d^eBfi^d’^aW'teTiirigr Blf^miiite' tb^Wt^dtfe^ 

Hoidge tifi'ey^dfeig,°ii)r|gf th'&WselVte a?fi? thd?Aifea|*i <e£m£Eit§ 
jffi^bdgin -to J^ofdi-xiii/^^lifefifeift^i IrdfcaSiiiypiiPbfh^g^/ 
tfiSt Hay^fthii>1M&'St:erS-‘-';iv'hd’Iw®bfdncef'§o-*dfosely :ticiii®feGted''u4!th 
them would again make their presence felt. .svieujo
ioi liarmoJ nobnoJ orfj lo gj-iofts adi grirrimbn qhrl ionrmo ar.O / 

JKS-biM’A0 md .gisad ailitnaioa a no gftidisvz-oril saalq o? gnlyii 
^ni uni joy-jib .sidi ni atngmiroqxa nisrli svloasi ion fhw varfiZiGdi

M b&at tie.^or-VMrffnoijyj-jib.sirii ni atnamiiooxo -jisrij avloeai ion J[[Jrv/ vitrftilfidt 
mi^Wyt&rOTSrf^ many an excuse .have been laid at the Epor- mua3./11JL! ju.cL,jnyyg jaiiw nnw noiJiYaqsr enoiboi 

room is ffigMibW
through bShfeisr^tei JJ w9s^tea?aj%,fe®£W? 
are atternntiVlZPiff6.., 19 is. ill or poor, suffering from hardship or are atrempuiuj orfi m ion mm agfnDnboTing teuton mpy^jZiq Art, and althSfe^^^
to call the inte?^SB,fe.a .. »WjS guf
it is as yet in the prSiS,'^ VMmKVKW 

~ ■.., cefition eventually grows^re™se
superior order to its parent%I™Z being. , It i! _

^isideriflg •ffiaiEbffif)^crtiiiZolie of
%

_.,T__ uce we cannslloq Bob eaauon an extraordinary

CC-O. In Public Domain^^^angri Collection, Handwar



Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri

*
WéllViEDITOKLYD SHT |6?

theattributes.thàt!wb:are'ürgéd;to: manifest.befor.e’Wearq,ab4e:tb 
attdi'ff'toiG'odieonbeiousness.G ¡biihv dwtf -mol rd inibodtna rdsl 
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fHscR caïi'ÿoWïÎtZy interfereWlli’àï lëà'àt t'ô^âriÿ'àjppîê’ci'à'bl^ffégT'ëëi 
tliê<\véirlt,<of Ihoèe migh:tjJkBèïngS'1(vhrti(wièld;;fhê :fôrcë¥^éf'©ivîïiè 
jùktì!cè;:’"'ï’h’e’-ïnbf ë ôriè‘thihkÿafrdut' &’/ thé' rriore db'és:;biiè :rëâl'ii:'è 

¿the enormous'sènèë^ôf s’elf-impoftande' under ^îck^âftie'pêôplê 
niife't'lab'ôür. ‘î’Wë-1■caîiHry,'tè b‘é-sëlf^felîaiit-ahd mînd/»ürJbwn 
Mî'iin'ésljibÿ1âll riîéafis;' btti'ttì igiióffe' ddmplétolyr a' fèquijsttf orrhelp 
ïèvëcàrc'éïy'thë’1âci;i<3diaiiîâspiràht:.'i Pdfhaps'kvhèW-MastórsKiptàs 
reached/ 'and1 k. viddef ^bmjïfëherisioiï laii'd-Vision ÀttÂinedf-'ib'^Hl 
bëpôssiblfe tÓVkriòw^Hó tÿ helpd-wh.ò^htì’O-’Ìo h<èlp)\)rnhôtoiTnæ>li 
help to give. .vAv !ir>v. A 1 ?.J. .vfohymYl .A A\ bm>
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.nnWéiregrettoiha’ve'tò-aimcninpetheBuddeELtdéÉithibf AlifieiLjaghton 
©leather juste May qtjh atbiora.m., ’ dbDâTjçplirigrlndja^ifgedhS# 
ShexwasitireJwidbwjpfi'ScQbijel rGdfdfirtlCleatheij, Caiperpj® Hight 
lahdSrSsC^idriitieain and Indian iwèterlByJwimfRìiedvina^Ì^^rlbbuH 

Mrs. Cleather had never ^¥ëàllÿi’^®foVërê(i âd&dêtëvfill 
ali P'ekihglhiÓ’cfobéFWg3&7Vvhei)jshq  broke hrcr’left>aJrmivoRecdver- 
iMgv^ïrtiSÈÿ fift&h atbi^p stid.dgiwb stnj^nMi^s.yDay^IaaÎQxibiMâ 
Bé'iil-ÔnînÎp 44sWtlOââ,.ÿéàttifaigî4Êal^flitfî6’(»i3iÎartài'hEtpï§37«jH 
H ^{^¿t^r/We^^ek^tÔ'ÎÎlrieâêfi^ ¿ildurefeffieH''itb GKlèuîifâ^iïÎ

£i»iinÿ
rapidi^3^$' wè’âkerf, a&œîinSÜy^asséÜ :iàwàÿy 

wisk&l^à j&â? 'î'itet'' àîîd‘ btli^îohr ^àÿ^ëïèÿe' thë

ahmversâr^ of Jttò'Ìlè'a'fhobÌ Pi Bll^tsliÿ^,

', Mrs., Cleather .was .the. only' surviving'active wwàtm WMrii «tou 
ìuifàiòsen^fótllìe Ésôtênc'écMôl fóÌ^eàWÌS8iy/atyz--- 

.lari iihw >170?/ oJ hna loilwoiid oi ogolivrui n/ zSPASL'ÿi
Dr. Yen Singh, head of the Victoria 

wrote to her son, after her demiséfflï5It)SÜ,W^fi^v/e^ 
W hOAva^-.p^i^^yinan) b^n^^.^^ 

ni yki/i8g^jajirl Sjrampo^eoàûæhœijosiÿc^kjW^™1®’^^^11^^ 
Jbothileft tflid ®àjfiü<LemaJrheoséphàéid^r sdifoohV-jrfolL 
'd.‘'seriés:dfdéQtuues:.Oniflhé>0ELentali$y/ ¡¡<accoun . en ,
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dramas, illustrated with music and coloured slides. These were
- later embodied in four books which have run into several editions 

and are still regarded as standard authorities. It was in these, 
lectures and on the world tour while working for the Point Lpma 
Society that her unusual powers as a speaker were brought out, 
for she possessed a clear delivery easily heard in the largest halls, 
and her logical and trained mind carried great weight.

Later, Mrs. Cleather, her son, and Mr. Crump spent man-/ 
years on the Continent, mostly in Italy, and in 1918 they left 
for India. Here her three books were published—The Great 
Betrayal, which resulted in the formation of the Blavatsky 
Association, H. P. Blavatsky, Her Life and Work for Humanity, 
and H. P. Blavatsky, As I Knew Her.

In 1920 Mrs. Cleather, her son, and Mr. Crump "took Pansil” 
at Buddha Gaya, but they found out subsequently, when they 
came to know the Tibetan entourage of the Tashi Lama in China, 
that whereas “taking Pansil" is merely the recitation of the 
Five Precepts at any Buddhist gathering, the ceremony at 
Buddha Gaya was the ritual of initiation into the Gelugpa Order 
of which the Tashi Lama is the head.

In November 1925 the party, with the addition of Miss 
Christobel Davey, younger daughter of the Hon. Mrs. Davey, 
Hon. Sec. of the Blavatsky Association, left India for Peking, 
where they remained until 1937. Here (to use Mr. Crump's • 
own words) “Mrs. Cleather wrote two pamphlets on Buddhism • 
which were widely circulated in Chinese and were included in 
Buddhism, the Science of Life, in which we collaborated. We 
also brought out a centenary edition of The Voice of the Silence 
with notes for which the Tashi Lama wrote a sutra. I also wrote 
a condensation of the Secret Doctrine entitled Evolution as Outlined 
in the Archaic Eastern Records."
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a deep study of the Tibetan language and characters, to go to 
Lhasa and make researches in this direction. While Cao-tsou. 
was there he unearthed a number of valuable fragments. The 
most ancient of the fragments was one written in characters 
which, apparently, for many ages the Lamas themselves had been 
unable to interpret, and which was written in the language of the 
ancient gymnosophists. This he succeeded in translating. Many 

•^attributed the script to Confucius, others to Lao-Kiun, who was
a contemporary of Confucius, but Cao-tsou is inclined to agree 
with a third section who consider that it was written by the hand 
of Dandamis. The thing which everyone commented upon was 
the fact that the style in which it was written was so unlike any­
thing that they had ever seen that, were it not for some terms of 
expression peculiar to the East, one might think it to be the work 
of a European.

An English translation (author unknown) appeared in 1751, 
but now has almost fallen into oblivion. We hope that the 
inclusion of the “Introduction” to the teachings contained in this 
curious manuscript, and which appears on page 170 of this issue, 
will prove of sufficient interest to warrant publishing further 
extracts, thus possibly helping to keep alive something which has 
been of value to many students. We should be very pleased to 
receive readers’ comments on this proposal.

A

PERSONALIA
We feel sure that readers will be sorry to hear that Mr. Paul 

Brunton has had to seek the more equitable climate of California 
for the sake of his health. We wish him a speedy recovery and 
hope that we will see him back again in this country very shortly. 
ItJ;ad been hoped to include an article by him in this issue, but 
owing to his departure it has had to be held over. He is very busy 
at the moment on his new book which he hopes to publish with. 
Rider & Co. in the late autumn. It is said to deal with thg^ 
sophy of Yoga and its relation with Western science wr
We are looking forward to seeing it.

feel

ims y 
yell thé 

rïore'it0t^, but
... -‘Aoréy ïfîiitt

■jf' ■
CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar

OCTOBER NUMBER zg-h

In the October issue of the Occult 
articles by Paul Brunton, P. G. Bowen/ 
Kozminsky, Geraldine Cummins and other-¿t

t

-rf’accouni



Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri

*

„IAI5I0TKISpoi

Tib^ Fragmentr : ■ ; j 

olii’ .eJnomgGiì oldwlnv io todujun jb bodiutoiw sH modi saw 
Introduction» :‘no gAW o-n i0 insite
iissd ?ovb?inorJi garnaJ odi vnnm to! «viinsi.cqqf; .tfoirfw 
sili hi opminnel orli ;ii nsriirw .-■:■?? doidw bn& oialdfiiui

\ehetcsaivBp\tÌ!^^; tyffp
lebrHiiSoPtficlfipi^tftfif^fio tyhifap
honoarPdiand^obfiyedifrihmi ?.rs.'f J: /biilv/ ni olyb odi htiii issi Olii 
to p^oèBCd-fróm-God^' Iìi#. power, is ■n-nbbdndìdgiMs
wtsdbm^s'fróm èferfill^, liiKT-kiS'goodme's's endi^£tìPfon^rioìv:t}V[y;o 

He siiieth on his throne in the centre, and the breaflipfbfàs^ioiitfi 
gibsffi ^f^ffèèdì^rt^^n loritius) noiislanmi lieiJgrril nA 
'l''‘ ^loiicìielh 'till stiti'^hiid^^'fin^^dn^ili^-idn^hdi^^od  ̂
riìoiciw>iv'‘‘inm ; ';n[,b£di odi oi ■’iiciionborinr*  sdì io noieidoni 
.¡w«^ gfi-t )u oyr mw! no ;-iroqqr, i!oii.iw7i.hor;,jqhospii.5.ra eooi-yjo 
,,(i®<i H&Mr sWfe

<»i io nood
The voice of wisdoi^'sp&xlieikiiti ail lti$cworkrj;'?dri&dhe Putnam 

understanding comhrehendeih it not.
AIJAXOPAIlIri fThe^hadpw of, knowledge pas^eth over the mind of man as a 

'dfcdriiTTle'seelti as in,the (fairft'; ^ffé fddl<^‘̂ lilsaitdi^d^ìbe,d/ 
J!-ino io />£-7py wt MJ jfesaoi bed ¿-fill KOi.nmS
bnM.W^

mid Hiw sv/ Jnrfj oaod 
iod Jusli'ce-iandipiprip. ^ib^f&.fPrhisatìtf&iPA hi ^^bolenccji'^.foyp 

éifi il owiiaqsb gid oi gniwo 
•¿^V/'hd-^shik'é uditi'flit? ilhdriH glcny A/snpP7ib in powers shaikh on? 
SbprS^A jttrmg/itf-d^ Hdlh h'o^wfyretpàal tdtó wisdotnihyo'Giàdi
^^j^|j|^ift3É^^iiF^^iWodljìWti»iìx;b7 ali bns sgoY lo yrfqoa 
are atternpt^W^2 who hath^l^^it^là}fHHf^eèfÌSkJSÌii&Sflrls 
Art, aìid alth8@|^^ ■ The powers of thy^M^arethe^fls^ 
to call the intemì®^ers °f the frame are ihePvortfof Hw minar 
it is as yet in the" p^, for ft is gracious 'p'diid^jiè^Ad^o^^etìl^hall 
ceftion eventually gro$?oi' /l -irotoa ^<1 V"aobriii; 
superior order to its p^’^^bnBanimnwOsrublrnoO  .yrfenKiixoJI
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depths of the forest reached'my ears. It was a low, monotonous 
drumming, resembling in a measure the familiar “tom-tomming” 
that accompanies gatherings of the tribesmen, yet differing from 
it subtly in a way that to my strained ears seemed indescribably 
sinister. For a time the drumming continued, then to it was 
added another sound—a rumbling chant, which, beginning at a 
pitch so low as to be scarcely audible, rose in a slow crescendo 
until it terminated in a note as high as a bat’s squeak, but of a' 
volume that seemed to set the whole forest vibrating. There 
followed a period of dead silence more nerve-trying than the sound,
then the drumming and the chant began all over again, but this 
time much nearer and louder than before. Again silence followed, 
only to be broken a third time by the drumming and the weird 
chorus, and from out of the black shadows of the forest wall into 
the centre of the clearing four human figures slid.

The darkness which had hitherto enshrouded the whole scene 
was now replaced by a faint misty light, that, I perceived, of the 
moon in its last quarter, which had just appeared above the rim of 
the forest opposite to where we stood. Though dim, the light 
enabled us to see without difficulty what the newcomers were 
about. Quickly, but silently, they erected two tall posts about 
six feet apart, and between them stretched a large white, or 
whitish sheet, securing its edges to the posts in some way which 
the light did not enable me to make out. This done, they ranged 
themselves two on each side of the spread sheet, and stood motion­
less as statues.

There was a short interval, and from the shadows a fifth man, 
followed by a sixth, appeared. Both, like the first four, seemed to 
be quite nude. The leading figure bore a short sword, or long 
knife with a broad crescent-shaped blade in his right hand/' and 
a barbed trident in his left. The other carried in his arms some­
thing, which, by its struggles, appeared to be alive,'but whether 
an animal or a human child I could not tell. Advancing to within 
%few paces of the spread sheet, the two stood side by side facing 

with a quick movement the second flung his burden to 
are attl|^ while the other pinned it down with a thrust of his 
Art, ahdabi^ut cry came to my ears, which was instantly cut 
to call the i^jgrd flashed down in a lightning sweep. Dropping 
it is as yet in Wjayer knelt and seemed to place both his palms 
cejStion eventuallwig erect again he advanced to the sheet and 
superior order to it^P'st it, leaving upon it two dark handprints.
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He was marking the sheet with the blood of the sacrifice ! Eight 
imprints he maple in all: two in line, horizontally above the 
height of his own head ; three parallel to the first two, two feet 

*or so below them ; two more an equal distance still lower ; and 
finally a single mark close to the ground.

The first four then came forward, and all six facing the sheet 
£egan a weird chant on three notes. Chanting and moving their 
arms in complicated but rhythmic gestures, the six figures backed 
slowly away until swallowed up from sight in the deep shadows of 
the forest wall-..

* Again, closer, louder, and with an energy more intense than 
before, the drumming and chanting broke out in the forest. The 
light of torches began to show through the trees, and from a point 
opposite to us a long procession filed into the clearing. Those who 
composed it were human beings, for they had human voices, but to 
the eye they were, with the exception of the torch-bearers and 
drummers, animals, reptiles or monstrous insects. Masked in 
the skins and heads of animals and reptiles, they progressed on all 
fours, hopped or crawled along the ground. Round and round 
the clearing, passing close to our hiding place, they went, timing 
their movements to the weird chant and the deafening rhythm of 
the drums. At each complete circuit the living circle drew in 
closer to the centre, where stood the stretched sheet marked with 
the sacrificial victim’s blood. Eight times was the circuit made, 
then all stopped and faced inward. With a thundering crash and 
a piercing falsetto wail the drumming and the chant ceased, and 
all the actors, excepting only the torch-bearers, flung themselves 
forward upon their faces, and lay still as death. f

Silence ensued, but it was, if I may so express<t, a live, not 
"s dead silence. Not the shadow of a sigh was audible, yet th^f 
.iZole air of the place seemed to heave and quiver with a horri^pS; 
life. Minutes passed, how many I know not, then, whence ift 
it came I could not tell, a tall figure appeared, standj£";,qr.-j7 
before and facing the sheet. It was that of, '.~n 
feet in black, or at least in what, in thaV a, Slgif’ th? ^T3 
black. Motionless he stood for a time, tha a ong awn e
his forehead in a peculiar gesture, he by ■ '
the sheet. Extending his arms he be^ma^3'™'^ore''^0^®’ but 
the air in slow, rhythmic Daovement^^'^^^®’’^^^^^ 
a low chant in a language quite unlik/T’111* the account, f endirfw,
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ever heard;- '. 'His voice) was clear, and delightfully? ;musical, and.-at 
itsffirsVriotes.all sense of tension.left me,.and was.replacediby a 
delightfubsertseof ease and freedoms'; ; bsvri. ir«i aid to iJyim 

1 • •'■ Continuing ’hi< 'chatit’but’ Ceasing’;to‘’gesture? WtK'Tfe1 arms; 
the man turned to his right’arid begin a 'slorii'circuit'Ground the 
stretched ^teeb The; action s^led ^..foi-^.rwas not unfaifiuliar 
.wi,^ thc-.^aysiof.pragi<;^;ithe'circuit wa^bgin^paade 
agiiin.st thepourseof thet,sun, JWifh. .^ p9iyecful.7^ffcicti.of iwfll a. 
regained;possession. of j-rny faculties ^ijghG I..r^cQgnized{ .If-ha$ 
been on the brink of losing, and thereafter held myself dir rnly . ijp 
the, attitude of a detached observer. I saw the man make eight 
bircuits-'rtfcrhd 'the posts1 'ail'd sheet,Jarid'Isfdpilorice';more at'1 tne 
3&nt WWdHMAdWtedi1“-^ 5,115 Snimmuib orfi .orohxf 
Jm in moil on:; .W'.nf ndi iignoia; wfe of ircaad.aidorot la td-ud. Instantly the torch-bearers faced about, and disappeared with •> i ■, ifPul hgiumaD "iff aim ¡put ^¿p/y^o-iq yao; ■> <roi .Mraoqgo their .lights into the forest. ..And yet, though the moon was mo pf ;mi n£mim,pnn virfi rm .Hmod ntuffml h baaun noslonger visible,above ¡file rim of the forest, that sinister sheet; and arfljo noiJqpoxu 9nJ diiw .oiovr youi-dwa .odr the dark figure before it, remained as visible, or more visible than .<;;-vyu aubnanorn,’ro.p.oiiTqpv qucnunm ..amnia;i.-m before, lit by a strange ..greenish glow .that seemed to emanate up fp? >iq y.un gslPUpi pn/,‘5mrnins m apcgA b«s anute nTt partly from .the air, and partly from the sheet itself..»num bnc nnuOM .onfforg W 31x01.; pslwmo 10 baqqod ,?.mol 
jinifEhe,.robed- figure):;St;oop6d..’andj placedjhjsi.pa,lpisnupppj thd 
gFQiuldzeJta^tly 
stepping fOrwar'ditoithe.'sheet/he swftpWs hands; over it ¡rapidly, 
^.stepped back;iag'ai.n''a;nd;I saw!thath,ehad linked,up -the h.andg 
prints with: broad: i lines,rdornimg an,.-.inyerted; pent3ggan)EssurT 
mounted)by;a downwarditiianglecwni fon.d ban. baqcmi?. f(n njdr 
h c: 6 tandirig-with')a'rms-diitStrCtch’'e'dv'the-black-robed, form’turned 
gfotvly tosface;'directly aWay-froih’ the■'sheet;]iandTowdd.'seve.fii n 
times. Turning bath again- he'- resumed •his'iormef chantingyand 
gesturing,, bHt,n?pre;o;udly;,and);rapj^; th^ ^tp^ping

■ an anli^ 
rgfew 
rhrniken

it is as yet in thiayer knelt SeW‘ 
ception eventually-pg erect »•* “??• 
superior order to its Ast it. leaviK“?nd?1 

r ■ iwuthe sheet ^mshftd-ultpgetjierv^.nd

w ^rked>9Hah/fn^I
¿hen «#1^$

atte.m, . e otilinng its outlines; all but .the parts -marfe. 
, and aluln cry came outclear, dully ped and senn-tj^sparent, 
nil +F,o in+aord flacLr.rl a,‘ ' -• K™-. .’.1 ¿Kuinbrnm-i.

CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar



Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri

AN AFRICAN BLACK SABBATH

«

175 A 
its place;was filled; by aden^e, pulsating! çloudtwhiçh glowed, a.de.ep, 
dull red. In. an interval .of -seconds, or at least so it .seemed, .the 
cloud thickened into solidity, and there, between the two-ppsjts, * 

' from which all sign of the sheet had vanished, was a living.form, 
glQy,ûng,phosphorescèntty..in its outlines àsthough touched with 
luminous paint, but beyond question definitely substantial. ' ‘

ÎÏTÏEgr. IÏÏH1 WCfS .î;> (ghmvrÎ3jW13v3 IO juym hid,’ 

Can I describe the figure ? Not very well, I think,-. It was not, 
^.qî my y seeing,. a-, man,; non an- animal, inqç.^;rçptileO;çpr., ypt an 
insect,' yet in some horrible bpt indescribable; way¡it carried about 
it .a ,suggestion of all pf these. ■ It stopfit^or pev^apsisatpyouid,.be 
a -more..-..accurate word; greet ajid vabsolutply;;mo:tionl£)ss!.in..Jai] 
attitude exactly like that of a gigantic Prayingjjylaijtis.j 
was,long and reptilian, resembling that of an erect monitor lizard. 
Sh.oulders were .apelike, high and marrow,,and arms long and also 
apelike... Its head tiny, and sunk between .the high shoulders, so, -, yuur n[uow,s!<thiw?:nr> Im:as Io be. byt partly visible, and which alone of its features sug- 
“ 1 pSlis? EWjSn JL '!.!'■(> JU! I ¿I0V3WQ11 ami \r£?

r.^ lacej^i^ppt, see,, nor,; had I.thad the 

saadp L.wa^not-.,yvhplly.a^rajit.of .dark,magic,, and 
knew, what ,it-meant-to mèe't the evps of a Being such as this. .....

IZ-;.G.Ï ■ A-t gf-U.m“¡KI .‘.OKOIMV-.0DilliOI bfm
.Beforeithe:Appearance the bJackjrpbgdrilta^ipian»pr^j^ate  ̂

himself,- the.n.ro.se and^tpodiwith bow1e^head.j.,;Frp4pjf;bêptqstratç 
throng! be]iihd.’him;t,wq;figiire.sjgrawl,edffQryyaid[ qn-qll. ¡fours,.. png 
diagging.'Witbjhim! a whitergoat; &!$Ahg}pther}g b.Jackjn.Rapjdly 
drivingGitWpy.^takeqsintp gt-hp grquiid;.-jbefpre.-dhçir ,mqstpç, J&çy 
tetheredith.e: hnimals, they¡fieldhhgrptp,-,  andabpngg sci-ittfefi ,^ack 
intOhhe ph.aflpwÆ?. Theygagician ^e&sqsworji irppa'ijenpajth, bi^ 
rohesp^andewitfi twojsyviftyutsiswept- tdie.-hpnds..from;.thpapiipaJLs 
befprehim.iîiThenhç/tqp retired fiapidlyjrgndAy^silp^t^tOfpiysiglit 
i'iifh© darkngssOFiil.oy." ylm-hioq sis -rewreedo :»rii of ifoirlw anoihv 

■-Th'ê AppUrition'inclined itshideousbodyslowlydn thd direction 
pf-theegliirf' anirnalsj then mo'vedr forward .inirquick; jerky hops; 
arid for-iahfow momentsmrouehedHowxiVer-theubodies-hlThen it 
erected itself and’résumèd its-'Manttedike attitu'dejv :> ion ,q

Instantly, as though in response to a signal, the drums 
crashed into deafening upr^â^'ani'witÎt a long-drawn yell the 
fiordeixÆifn-ostçàfeïdevbtees.-leaptjtbitbhiî foët. .M?:irhjx.'O ? za! fl r x i • A

Here I pause, not because there remains-fib-rfiore-ifotfoit', but 
bëètiüèè? é'vén’boûld I’ bringi-mÿâëlfh'tô; dfe^erïbé-'-the'lorgy rthât 
followed, no one could be found tô pfini'thé' accbunti 'ï^enduré'd',
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perhaps, half an hour of it, then I grasped my companion, 
.Manning, by the arm. “Come,” I whispered, “I can stand no 
more.”

We turned to retrace our steps along the path by which we had 
come. Then I looked for our guide, but he was gone, nor aid I 
that night, or ever afterwards, set eyes upon him again.

# * * * *
Was the experience I have described a dream, a psychic 

hallucination, an illusion injected into our consciousness by the 
power of conditions, aided, perhaps, by mesmeric influence 
exerted by our guide, or do I claim it to have been an actual 
objective happening ?

To these questions space does not permit me to give answer, 
nor do I think my knowledge to be such as would enable me to give 
any answer that would fully satisfy the serious inquirer. I will 
say this, however, that our guide, whom I have called “Dr. 
Gardener”, is a living man, a character very well known to many. 
Europeans, Government officials, traders, prospectors. The 
scene of our adventure was real, for we re-visited it in daylight, 
and found ample evidence, including bloodstained ground and 
remains of slaughtered animals, to prove that much of what 
I have described was solidly real. As for the Appearance, whether 
it was an actual materialization of a Being whose habitat is some 
etheric sphere or other dimension of space, or whether it was what 
some would call an hallucination, and others a psychic vision 
perceived by means of senses other than the physical, I am not 
prepared to say. It is possible, as no doubt some of my readers 
may know through experience, to evoke by means of specially 
contrived conditions (that is, magically), and by other means, 
visions which to the observer are perfectly “solid” and objective ’ 
but whether such visions mean that the Beings of other sphere^ 
are brought into ours, or whether it is that human consciousness 
is translated into another realm, only an adept magician, and 

x perhaps not even he, may say with any definiteness.

. ' BOOK REVIEW
SanB Occultism. By Dion Fortune. Inner Light Publishing 

Society. 2s. 6d.
FoiSr cheap, edition of a work covering a very wide field of Occultism 
which should've welcomed by many.

I.M.
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Primeval and Popular 
Occultism
By Col. A. Braghine

Col. A. Braghine has for many years made a deep study of 
Atlantis and its myths and legends. He has personal experi­
ence of the'ruined cities which lie hidden in the dense forests of 

'South America and has brought many interesting facts to light.
However, in this article he deals with the occult knowledge 
known to certain tribes in Guiana and the uncultured peasantry 
of Russia, considering it to be the survival of the “forbidden 
Sciences" which are said to have been practised in Atlantis.

ANIMISM and primeval occultism are older than science, religion 
and philosophy : these latter evolved gradually during numberless 
millenniums out of the chaotic agglomeration of information, 
occasional observations and conjectures of primeval mankind. 
One cannot forget that many present-day sciences were born out 
of popular traditions, creeds and so-called "superstitions". 
History, meteorology, astronomy, medicine and pharmaceutics 
have borrowed to a great extent from the folklore of various 
nations. Many of the vegetal drugs, for instance, are based upon 

1 the discoveries and experiments made long ago by village sorcerers 
and witch-doctors who existed, and still exist, amongst ninety 
per cent of the earth’s population. Such medical methods as 
nassage and poultices have been practised since the times 

immemorial.
Every illiterate Russian village midwife can, by mysterious 

signs, determine whether a new-born baby is likely to live or not. 
In the same way with thousands popular knowledge foresees 
without an error, from the face and the attitude of a patient, 
his approaching end : the famous Hippocrates laying down the 
rules of diagnosis in his Facies Hippocratica, only borrowed them 
from popular sources. The predictions of weather niode for 
centuries by peasants were brilliantly justified by the meteorology 
which supplied them with a scientific explanation. And so on.

177 M
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When a cultured man cuts his finger and it bleeds, he appeals to 
exact science in the person of a doctor who applies a bandage or some 
medicine and thus stops the bleeding. But a Russian peasant­
sorcerer, or a wizard of some African tribe, does not require the 
assistance of medical paraphernalia, but-limits himself to staring 
at the cut and pronouncing several meaningless (or so it seems) 
words which stop the bleeding and cicatrize the wound within 
a quarter of an hour. Our logic and everyday experience tell qs 
that there is no connectioir between a group of sounds and 
bleeding, yet the fact of this connection remains.

The same logic and experience insist that no man can, with 
impunity, stay in the middle of blazing fire, be it even only for 
a minute, and yet we possess not only numerous testimonies but 
also photographs proving the contrary. The sorcerers of various 
African and Polynesian tribes now and then conduct experiments 
during which they stand, or walk, in the fire. All scientific 
investigations and attempts to explain these feats by trickery 
with special liquids, oils, or chemical preparations failed. The 
scientist R. Forbes describes the bonfires of the South American 
tribe of Saramakkas and tells that sometimes the flames of these 
bonfires were two metres high. Nevertheless, the sorcerers of 
Saramakkas walk quietly through them. Another tribe, the 
Djockas, living in Guiana, can, according to R. Forbes, apply 
flaming firebrands to their naked chests without getting burns.

Once, in my presence, a Russian sorcerer stopped a violent 
toothache which had beset one of our friends. Incidentally, it is 
important to note that the relief was not temporary, but that the 
toothache disappeared for ever. The sorcerer’s technique was 
very simple and consisted of a few minutes’ ‘'meaningless” 
whispering in the presence of the patient. Later we discovered 
that the secret of curing toothache was transmitted in this 
sorcerer's family from generation to generation, but always to 
the youngest child. Such healers of toothache are not uncommon 
in Russia: their methods cure toothache practically instantly 
and often permanently. The Russian wizards, like their colleagues 
of other countries, cast spells over their enemies by a few con­
jurations over their footprints, damage the crops of a neighbour 
by twisting an ear of corn in a peculiar way, prepare love—or 
hate philtres, etc. Every Russian peasant (like the natives of 
Africa or Polynesia) is familiar with the magic properties of a few 
drops of a maiden’s blood collected under special circumstances.
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The drinking of this blood, usually disguised by the sorcerer in a 
glass of beer or tea, is said promptly and indissolubly to attach 
the affections of a young man to the girl whose blood he has thus 
absorbed. This unpleasant operation reminds us of the words 
of Moses who, 4,000 years ago, said in his Pentateuch that blood 
was the dwelling-place of the soul. . . .•

A Russian writer and ethnographer, Mr. Tan (Bogoraz), relates 
an~ interesting case of a true miracle performed by a shaman 
(native sorcerer of Siberian tribes) in the Yakoutsk region. One 
winter Mr. Tan happened to visit a native camp standing in the 
midflle of the North Siberian tundra which stretched like a smooth 
white blanket in every direction for hundreds of miles: not a 
hillock or a rock were in sight. Everywhere as far as the eye 
could see there was only the unbroken layer of snow covering the 
clay soil frozen to the depth of several feet. It was in such sur­
roundings that the local shaman offered to form a mound of black 
stones within half an hour, using only his magic powers. Mr. Tan 
became exceedingly interested and watched carefully the actions 
of the savage magician. The latter, clothed in his ritual vestments, 
began to spin, beating his tambourine rhythmically and howling 
a wild song in which Tan could occasionally recognize appeals to 
the protecting spirits of the shaman. The rhythm of the dance 
and of the tambourine beat gradually accelerated until suddenly 
Tan saw a black stone sailing through the air from nowhere, then 
a second one, a third and so on. The stones came whistling 
with great velocity from every direction and gradually covered 
■several square feet of ground near the tent of the writer. Not one 
of the stones touched the surrounding tents or harmed anybody. 
Within half an hour a stone mound several feet high had been 
formed on the promised spot, and it was only when the exhausted 
shaman fell on to the snow that the stones ceased to arrive and 
Tan could examine them.

He discovered that they were of a variety that could be found 
amongst the rocks situated along the river Lena, a distance from 
the camp of at least three days’ j ourney by sledge. We have reason, ( 
to believe that the shamans and sorcerers themselves are genera^l 
unable to explain the technique of their miracles, performing tLirth.- 
magic operations according to very ancient rituals and trari'y 
of their remote ancestors. ‘ jerves close

Amongst the many facts of value gathered John Earle.
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peoples during millenniums, and which are outside the sphere of 
influence of the intellectual classes, the most interesting are not 
subject to any rational explanation. The phenomena of sorcery, 
for instance, and so-called “black magic’' in general should be 
assigned to this category. Reading the history of the Inquisition, 
one is amazed by the enormous percentage of people endowed with 
mediumistic faculties existing among us and by the. abundance 
of “supernatural” phenomena appearing in our everyday life. 
All such persons were condemned by the medieval tribunals to be 
burned alive. ... In our times it is impossible to disregard the 
wealth of occult knowledge of the popular masses of almost every 
country. Moreover, the methods of this occultism often coincide 
with the methods of learned occultists, and many beliefs of the 
illiterate people and of savage tribes became sources of informa­
tion not only for investigators of the occult but also for official 
university science.

Many types of negroes possess a very developed system of 
occult practice and method. For example, the negro tribe of 
Saramakkas, who inhabit Guiana, possess an extensive occult 
knowledge which can be considered a survival of a very ancient 
culture. Saramakkas avoid quarrels because they realize perfectly 
the power of a wicked world. If a Saramakka is driven to an 
extremity he says simply to his offender : ' ‘May a snake bite you.” 
A missionary, Father Gros, who lived in Guiana for more than 
thirty years, tells us that during all this time not a single case of 
such an augury remained without tragic consequence. Not 
longer than two or three days after a quarrel the offender of a 
Saramakka will be bitten by a snake and die. If two negroes were 
simultaneously to express to each other the*same  wish, both would 
be bitten and die. How to explain such “miracles” ? The snake 
which fulfills the malediction cannot know that its future victim 
will pass such or such a place and therefore be ready in ambush 
for him! Such cases cannot be ascribed to the clairvoyance of 
the offended, because clairvoyance would enable the latter to 
foresee the quarrel and so avoid it. Only the following sup- 

. ~>osition can explain these curious phenomena: that the Sara- 
^ura'fl<kas possess the ability of creating around their enemies an
\ ‘ jblc sort of “aura” which irritates snakes and attracts their hate pm . ,. ,... pus instincts.

Ayaca or 1
drops of a mY ^rm °phiion that once upon a time there existed a 

’ which left a systematic edifice of occult knowledge.
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The ancient authors relate that the Atlanteans dedicated them­
selves to the study of the ''forbidden'' sciences, i.e. of occultism. 
Perhaps the existence everywhere on our planet amongst the 
savages and uncultured peasantry alike of fragments and dim 
remembrances of occult knowledge represent all that is left of that 
universal Atlantean civilization.

■a ' BOOK REVIEWS

The Occult Way. By P. G. Bowen. Rider. Price ios. 6d.
To the Hidden Ways and Secret Paths there is no lack of guides, though 
still the world is seeking that true ars vivendi which alone can solve the 
riddle of existence.

Written from the Hermetic point of view, P. G. Bowen's book essays 
the practical application of the laws of Occultism to man’s eternal quest. 
To some temperaments one Way especially appeals as the line of least 
resistance ; but in truth, if there is any secret, it lies in the one word 
"balance", balance of head and heart. So that our author's note of warning 
as to the Mystic Path being a dead end apphes equaUy to the Occult Way, 
considered in itself alone. Both heart and head are necessary.

This is no disparagement of the wise counsel and sane philosophy 
which characterizes the author's work throughout. Its very keynote is 
thoroughness. Mr. Bowen even goes so far as to sacrifice aesthetic con­
siderations in favour of precision ; and a glossary of terms, practical 
rather than technical, differentiates carefully between words used in their 
ordinary acceptation and in their special occult significance. This means 
clear thinking and absence of ambiguity. To round off his logically 
expounded theory, Mr. Bowen concludes with practical answers to ques­
tions raised by students in the course of lectures and classes on the subject. 
Altogether, The Occult Way is an entirely reliable guide for those who 
intend to walk that path. Yet, however clearly marked the route, alas, 
there will always be those who never get any further than looking at the 
map 1

Leon Elson.

A Light Set Upon a I-Iill. By Walter Clemow Lanyon. L. N. 
Fowler. Price 6s.

Few writers today are able to suggest fourth-dimensional thought so 
effectively as Mr. Lanyon. The central theme of this book, as indeed with 
all his books, is the realization of the Christ within, and each of his chapters 
is written from this angle. There are no "ifs” and "ands” and,"buts" ; 
the Bible affirmations are accepted as true, and, working upon such a-found- 
ation, Mr. Lanyon opens up wide vistas of possibilities which are the birth­
right of every individual.

This is a stimulating and thoughtful work which well deserves close 
study.

■> John Earle.
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DEVAS „ 187

Deva—evolution representing, as they do, super- and sub-human 
.1— states can have little in common with our point of view, much’ 0

J less our modes of expression.
There are, then, two distinct methods of research open to 

us : on the one hand the study of the evidence presented to us by 
Q the “experts" ; on the other the development in ourselves of 

powers "which will enable us to contact this fourth-dimensional 
world and discover who or what inhabits it.

'I

But if we are prepared to accept the word of those who have 
studied the Deva Kingdom at first hand, we must not look for 
Them among scientists, however advanced, whose line of research 
is carried on in the realms of matter, even in its finer forms. We 
must seek, rather, the evidence of seers and mystics, of yogis and 
founders of religions ; to say nothing of that multitude of simpler 
folk by whom fairies and all the lesser tribes of the nature spirits 
appear to have been, at one time, so commonly contacted that 

' their existence was taken for granted, as it still is among more
primitive people. Such men and women, endowed with natural 
or acquired psychic gifts have, down the ages, been in touch with 
the devas and the realms they inhabit, and have revealed their dis­
coveries in folklore, in legend, allegory, poetry and in all types of 
inspirational and religious art.

We have here, then, a mass of testimony from the earliest 
times to the more recent writings of such widely respected men 
as “A.E”. In fact there is no cult or system of religious thought 
which does not, in some form or another, accept without question 
the existence of these non-physical entities. Such a cumulative 
weight of authority should surely in itself be evidence enough for 
the average man. But no doubt the sceptic and the materialist 
will still object that the gods, angels, or devas were never, in fact, 
more than symbolical representations and names for r natural 
forces. Up to a point this is true enough, but such an argument 
must then be equally applicable to man himself. Do not men 
themselves also symbolize certain combinations of energy, cer­
tain more or less definite trends in the evolutionary ^process ? 
Yet they appear also in the form of separate selhconscious in­
dividuals.

A deeper investigation into the deva evolution will reveaitjiat 
these beings can be perceived in certain conditions as quite 
definite entities in very distinctive and individualized forms;
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whilst, like man, according to their grade in the evolutionary scale, 
so they are more or less individualized and more or less in­
telligent.

n

The deva evolution comprises, it seems, as many classes of 
non-corporeal beings as there are grades and types of men and 
women ; and just as we are divided into classes, nationalities and 
races, so we may divide them into types and Kingdoms, corres- . 
ponding to the Elements; ether, air, fire, water and earth ; or" 
see them as Children of the Hierarchies of Form, Colour, Number 
and Sound; or again relate them to different Plane? of Mani­
festation—the etheric, astral, mental and so forth. One thing 
seems certain, from the mighty Planetary Lords down to the 
smallest salamander or elf, every grade and kind of worker is 
represented in this unseen hierarchy.

Of the very highest, obviously little if anything can be known ; 
but a study of the Sacred Writings gives us some idea of the 
magnitude of such Beings, who also are our brethren, since all 
things in creation are interrelated. But while They are so 
remote from our nature and our stage of evolution that only the 
greatest and most spiritual among men may hope to attain to that 
state of consciousness wherein They could even be faintly 
apprehended, the lower grades can be contacted both deliberately 
and unwittingly by any human beings who may be especially 
sensitive or who possess a certain type of psychic gift.

But even so, it is almost impossible for the human conscious­
ness as such to make contact with their conditions of conscious- 
ness, so different are their characteristics and so opposed, in one 
sense, are all their methods of expression to those of man. For 
man is essentially dual, infinitely complex, full of conflict and 
discord; in him negative and positive, action and inertia, light 
and darkness have.their supreme battleground. In his violent 
efforts to transcend by the use of mind the purely instinctual 
state and reach out to ever-increasing self-consciousness, he has 
set aside or ignored Natural Law, and having lost touch with his 
mother—Nature—is tossed backwards and forwards in hopeless 
confusion between the “pairs of the opposites”, in consequence 
bringing upon himself all his frustrations, pains-and woes. All 
beipgs must pass through this phase of evolution on their way to 
that higher state where, self-consciously and with deliberate 
intent, they at last identify themselves with the Law and attain
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to peace, to "simplicity''. It is, perhaps, this state of "sim­
plicity" which, from our viewpoint, constitutes the profound, ■> 
difference between the Deva Kingdoms and our own. But 
whereas the "simplicity" of the elementáis, fairies and so forth, is 
due to the fact that they are not yet conscious of differentiation, 
the greater Beings appear rather to us as if they were embodi­
ments of particularized lines of Energy, or trends in the evolution-

* ary process. One might imagine that direct and immediate 
impulsions could well be the keynote of existence for them, 
rather than our complicated and considered methods.

•
* This may be in part the reason why primitive men, and those 
with psychic senses which approximate to the primitive stage of 
evolution, can more easily contact the Deva Kingdom than more 
complex and civilized individuals ; for such people live by feeling, 
and use senses that the civilized man has consequently lost, 
and are therefore closer to the devas, whose form is of finer matter 
than science has yet discovered and whose method of expression 
may be said to be through the manifestation of correspondences.

They must, indeed, dwell in a sphere the language of which is 
primarily vibration. They and the physicists would have this in 
common at least, that the world would present itself to them 
rather as a concourse of whirling atoms than as solid forms, its 
language would be that of radiation, its expression, waves and 
vibrations. Probably the more advanced have subtler modes of 
perception than ourselves. Sound may, for example, manifest 
as colour or as pattern to them, colour as sound, and so on. One 
may infer that they are incapable of perceiving any of the forms 
that exist so solidly for us ; we, apparently concrete human beings, 
may only be visible as whirling centres of light accompanied by 
waves of corresponding sound, or merely as bursts and spatters of 
different grades and types of energy. The majority of such 

' nuclei must, alas, be distinctly muddy as to colour, and give out a 
strange cacophony of discord !

•*>
If this is so it woqld, then, be chiefly the thought-waves, the 

strong desires and emotions of mankind which act as a bridge 
between the two Kingdoms. Any attempts at communication 
would flow out-io them as waves of force, bursts of colour, patterns 
and sounds having magnetic properties which, if they weréTiighly 
enough charged, would attract towards them beings attuned' to 
corresponding rates of vibration.
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Upon this postulate is based, indeed, not only the efficacy 
„of "prayer" as experienced by the average man, but the whole 
rationale of magic. The man who knows the NAMES (that is to 
say can sound forth the "note” of certain Energies in the deva 
world) can, by using traditional invocations, making appropriate 
movements and gestures, stir up a vortex of the specific energy to 
which those entities whose nature corresponds to it will in­
evitably be drawn.

It can be seen at once that such response would not, in any 
way, be dependent upon human ethical standards. It is a Law 
that if the devas are invoked in the proper manner they will come. 
Similar devas, up to certain grades, can be summoned, therefore, 
by both black and white magicians. But it is the reason for the 
Evocation, the integrity or otherwise of the motive behind it, the 
manner in which the devic gifts are to be used, which con­
stitutes the fundamental difference between the two practitioners 
and differentiates him of the Right Hand Path from him of the 
Left.

The actual forms in which the Entities will appear to a clair­
voyant in such circumstances will depend likewise upon the all- 
important factor of whether they are invoked in their destructive 
aspect or for purposes of service to mankind. This may appear 
to contradict the previous assertion as to the non-duality of their 
nature, but if it be remembered that they are primarily centres 
of Force which, under the direction of Will, carry out the function 
of those particular offices which they represent, it will be seen that 
the duality exists not in them but in the man who, through his 
own knowledge, directs their aim. To give one example: the 
spirits of Fire can be used to destroy an enemy’s possessions, but 
also to pour healing rays into his body, or, in their higher aspect, 
can be drawn to aid him in developing his mind.

With the untrained man who is unaware of what we must, for 
lack of a better word, call the technique of invocation, contact is 
made through prayer or through a strong urge to undertake some 
creative act and is purely instinctive, arising from that part of 
his nature by which he lived before he had begun at all to develop 
what we/now know as "mind".and which has been instrumental 
in separating him from Nature and his primitive unquestioning 
acceptance of and obedience to her Laws. There can, therefore, 
be little or no danger attached to this method of contacting the
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Deva Kingdom so long as the motive is pure. But even prayer 
can be selfish ; and although, if it be powerful enough, it may 
indeed invoke sufficient force for its accomplishment, the devic 
energy used thus for selfish ends is bound to bring some form of 
retribution also. For hate and selfishness give forth the Note of 
Disintegration, and Beings summoned to do such destructive 

’ work inevitably end by destroying him who has called them per­
sistently into activity, even if he has done so without being aware 
of. the inner significance of his action. Thus evil and jealous 
thoughts are quite enough, given certain conditions, to stimulate 
the little nature spirits to act, if opportunity arises, as polter­
geists about a house !

It follows, therefore, that the deliberate invocation of these 
Beings by a man working with knowledge and Will is a very 
serious matter and can have far-reaching consequences ; for if 
he attempts to summon them to his aid before he has gained 
spiritual understanding combined with great control over his own 
emotional and mental bodies it is probable that the influx of 
energy which his Invocation will call down upon him may be too 
powerful, and may upset the equilibrium of his body and of his 
mind.

That is why, hitherto, the use of magic has been forbidden to 
all who have not previously undergone a certain specific training. 
This prohibition was, and still is, a wise one. He who would contact 
the Deva Kingdom with safety, and thus prove for himself its 
existence, needs for his protection a wider knowledge than can 

•: be obtained from books ; he must have had a personal training 
from some teacher who has himself attained to contact with the 
devas and can reveal to his pupil the dangers attendant upon such 
work.

Until the man is prepared to undergo such training with all 
that it implies, the language of love, of worship and of faith should 
be used by him if he wishes to communicate with his unseen 
Brethren, who are, in truth, but wider aspects of his own self. 
Undoubtedly he who seeks to develop and to manifest the divine 
Creative Power for good in his own life does immediately attract 
towards him corresponding Energies and Intelligences whose 
particular work it is to aid humanity in its efforts at self-develop­
ment. The dictionary definition of "angel” is: A messenger, a 
spirit employedby God to communicate His will to man. This, angels
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are indeed, and it follows that when man seeks to unite himself in 
love and service with that greater Being of which he is a part he 
sounds a Note of harmony and co-operation throughout all 
spheres to which these, God's Messengers, instantly respond.

But as he evolves, man gradually develops those attributes 
necessary to a greater understanding of the nature of what is 
called the Deva Kingdom, that is—self-consciousness, self- 
knowledge, self-control, for his whole nature is being gradually 
modified by the spiritual forces working from within; his 
psychic senses are also unfolding, and in a large number of cases 
this psychic awakening is taking place more in the mental than 
the emotional body—a step which is absolutely essential if he is 
ever to gain real understanding of the nature of the invisible 
world and the laws which govern it.

For man's true goal is self-conscious unity with LIFE itself, 
and the nearer he comes to this goal by expanding his con­
sciousness to embrace ever-widening spheres of being the more 
surely will the barriers which now appear to divide him from his 
invisible Brethren dissolve, until he realizes at last that his 
"gods” are, and always have been, within his own heart, aspects 
with him of one supernal and all-embracing SELF.

BOOK REVIEWS
Man and the Zodiac. By David Anrias. George Routledge & Sons, 

Ltd. Price 7s. 6d.
Here is a text-book on Astrology that even a beginner would not find 
tedious. Covering the old ground of the fundamental rules and the , 
essentials that must be mastered at the outset by all students, the author 
includes many of his own deductions and observations, which are of great 
interest. The volume is enhanced by his original, though somewhat 
exaggerated, drawings of the thirty-six zodiacal types.

Those students interested in the esoteric side should not fail to read the 
second part of the book, which deals exclusively with the subject from that 
angle.

I. M.

Maut : . A Story of Ancient Egypt. By Sheila Leonis. Rider. 
Frice 3s. 6d.

The author, whilst in an old building in Memphis, suddenly finds herself 
in consciousness back in the ancient days of Egyptian civilization, and her 
story is the result of her experiences. Those who have a taste for this type 
of excursion should read Maut.

John Earle.
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The Child Witches
By the Rev. Edward Langton, b.d., F.R.Hist.s., m.r.a.s. ’

3 Perhaps the most amazing case in the annals of witchcraft 
occurred when several hundreds of the children belonging to one 
village in Sweden were discovered to be in league with the Devil, 
who had subjected them to his power. An official inquiry 
into the state of affairs was made which disclosed some remark­
able facts relating to their practices, and which resulted in nearly 

a hundred of them being put to death.

WHATEVER view may be held today as to the nature of witch­
craft, its prevalence throughout Europe for many centuries until 
the beginning of the eighteenth century will ever remain one of the 
major and most interesting facts relating to the history of the 
period. The reality of witchcraft was believed in by all classes 
of the community, and the beliefs associated with it cast a baleful 
influence upon the whole life of the people. The peculiar con­
ceptions of witchcraft are best understood through the study of 
particular instances. They are well illustrated in the following 
account, which is taken from contemporary documents.

In the latter half of the seventeenth century witchcraft was 
rampant throughout Sweden. During the years 1669 and 1670 
the King of Sweden, having heard of the commotion and injury 
caused by witchcraft in the village of Mohra, appointed a Com­
mission, consisting of clergy and laity, who were to go and make 
full investigation upon the spot. On their arrival the Minister 
of the village, and several other people prominent in the district, 
complained with tears in their eyes of their miserable condition, 
and begged the Commissioners that they might be delivered from 
their calamity. They cited numerous instances of the Devil’s 
tyranny among them. By the help of witches, they said, he had 
drawn several hundreds of their children to him, and had sub­
jected them to his power. He had been seen to go in a ^visible 
shape through the? country, and appeared to the people daily. 
He had wrought upon the poorer sort by presenting them with 
meat and drink, thus alluring them to himself.

193 «
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The inhabitants of rhe village declared that though their 
children had made full confession of what had happened to them, 
and they themselves had sought God very earnestly in prayer, 
they could not resist these activities of the Devil. They therefore 
begged the Commissioners to “root out this hellish crew’’, in order 
that they might regain their former rest and quietness. A day of 
humiliation for the removal of this judgment having been 
appointed, the Commissioners went to church, where a great 
crowd of people, young and old, was assembled. Two sermons, 
setting forth the miserable case of the people, were preached, and 
these were followed by fervent prayer. When the public worship 
was concluded, all the people gathered together at the parson’s 
house, to the number of about three thousand. The King’s 
Commission was read in the hearing of all the people. They were 
charged, under very great penalties, to conceal nothing of what 
they knew, and to say nothing but the truth.

On the following day the Commissioners met again, and 
consulted how they might best proceed to root out the evil. After 
long deliberation, and in accordance with a message from the King, 
it was decided to execute such as were proved to be guilty. 
Seventy were convicted, of whom twenty-three confessed their 
crimes and were condemned to die. Sentence upon the remainder 
was postponed, but most of them were afterwards executed. 
Fifteen children, who also confessed that they had been guilty of 
witchcraft, were likewise put to death. Thirty-six children, 
between nine and sixteen years of age, who were declared to be 
less guilty, were forced to run the gauntlet. Twenty others, who 
were very young, were condemned to be lashed with rods upon 
their hands for three Sundays together at the door of the Church. 
The thirty-six who had been compelled to run the gauntlet were 
also sentenced to be lashed in the same way once a week for 
a whole year together. The number of the children who had 

-been seduced into witchcraft was about three hundred. The 
execution of the notoriously guilty was carried out eleven days 
later, some thousands of people being present.

In this investigation, and in a similar one which took place 
at another place called Elfdale about the same time, the con­
fessions made by the witches chiefly related to three of the most 

, notorious facts associated with witchcraft, namely: (1) The 
haunts of the witches : (2) The nature of the place called Blockula,
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where the witches and the Devil used to meet together: (3) The 
nature of the evil that they did there.

, (1) On the first point, the witches confessed that they used 
to <go to a gravel-pit which lay near a crossway. There they put 
a vest over their heads, danced round, ran to the crossway, and 

, called the Devil thrice, the first time with a still voice, the second 
time with- a somewhat louder voice, and the third time with a 
very loud voice. The words uttered were, ‘'Antecessour, come 
and carry us to Blockula." Thereupon the Devil used immedi­
ately to appear dressed in a variety of clothes. For the most 
part, however, he was dressed in a grey coat and red-and-blue 
stockings. He had a red beard, a high-crowned hat, with linen 
of various colours wrapped about it, and long garters upon his 
stockings. The Devil asked the assembled witches whether they 
would serve him with soul and body. If they declared their 
willingness to do so, he set them upon a beast which he had in 
readiness, and carried them over churches and high walls. 
Eventually they came to a green meadow where Blockula lay.

After the witches had procured some scrapings of altars and 
filings of church clocks, the Devil gave them a horn with a salve 
in it with which they had to anoint themselves. He also pre­
sented each with a hammer and a wooden nail wherewith to fix the 
saddle. They then called upon the Devil and away they went 
whither they wished to go. When the witches were asked 
whether they were sure that a real transportation took place, 
and if they were awake when it was done, they all answered in the 

'affirmative, and said that the Devil sometimes laid something 
down in their places that was very like them in order to deceive 
their friends during their absence. In answer to the question 
how they could pass with their bodies through chimneys and 
broken panes of glass, they said that the Devil first removed all 
that might hinder them in their flight.

Another question put to the witches was how they could carry 
so many children with them in their flight. They replied that 
when the children were asleep they entered their bedchambers, 
laid hold of the children, and asked them whether they would go 
to a feast with them. But whether they expressed their, willing­
ness or not they were compelled to go. Having clothed them in 
a shirt, coat and doublet, which was either red or blue, they sat 
them upon the beast which the Devil had provided and rode away.
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They declared, however, that the journey was accomplished not I 
only upon beasts, but also upon men, spits and posts, according * 
to opportunity. If they rode upon goats, and had many children^ 
with them, room was made for the children by sticking a spit jnfo f 
the goat. The children were anointed with ointment to aid 
them in their flight. If the children ever repeated the names of i 
those who carried them away, they were again carried g.way either*  , 
to Blockula or to the crossway, and there beaten so severely that 
some of them died of their ill-treatment. Certain of the children . 
examined, it is said, actually still bore traces of the whippings 
they had received. Many of them were very pale -and suffered 
from fainting-fits which lasted half an hour to two hours as The 
case might be.

(2) As to the place called Blockula, where the witches 
assembled, the witches unanimously affirmed that this was 
situated in a large meadow. Before the house in which they met 
stood a gate painted with divers colours, through which they 
passed into a little meadow distinct from the larger one. Here 
the beasts were kept, whilst the men whom they made use of 
in their journey stood by the gate of the house in a slumbering 
position, sleeping against the wall. The witches sat round a 
very long table in a large room in the house.

The first thing the witches did after their arrival at Blockula 
was to devote themselves to the Devil body and soul. They must 
promise to serve him faithfully, and confirm their promise upon 
oath, at the same time cutting their fingers and writing their 
names in the Devil’s book. The Devil then caused them to ber 
baptized by his priests, and made them confirm their baptism with 
dreadful oaths and imprecations. The Devil also gave them a 
purse which contained filings of clocks with a stone tied to it. 
This they threw into the water whilst they uttered the words: 
"As these filings of the clock do never return to the clock from which 
Jthey'are taken, so may my soul never return to heaven.” After 
these proceedings they sat down to the table, the witches whom the 
Devil esteemed most being placed nearest to him. The children 
were compelled to stand at the door, where they received meat and 
drink. The usual diet was broth with colworts and bacon in it, 
oatmeal; bread spread with butter, milk and cheese. When the 
meal was over the witches began to dance, during which time they 
¿wore and cursed dreadfully. Afterwards they commenced to 
fight each other. It was also stated that the Devil used to play

CC-O. In Public Domain.
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upon a harp before the witches. All the witches examined con­
fessed that gross immoralities were practised during their assem­
blies. If the Devil had a mind to be merry with them he allowed 
tlwn to ride upon spits before him. But afterwards he took the 
spits and beat them black and blue and then laughed at them.

’ The witches also declared that they had sometimes seen a very 
great Devil, like a Dragon, with fire round about him, and bound 
with an iron chain. The (subordinate) Devil who conversed with 
them told them that if they confessed anything of what happened 
he would let that great Devil loose upon them, and all Sweden 
would come into danger. The Devil, it was stated, had a Church 
in Blockula, like the Church in Mohra. When the Commis­
sioners were coming he bade the witches not to fear them, for he 
would certainly kill them all. The witches also confessed that 
some of them had attempted to murder the Commissioners but 
had not been able to accomplish their purpose.

(3) On the third point, namely, the mischief or evil which the 
witches bound themselves to do to men and things, they con­
fessed that they promised the Devil to do all manner of ill. The 
Dévil taught them to milk in the following manner : They used to 
stick a knife in the wall, and hang a kind of label on it, which they 
drew and stroked. As long as they continued this operation the 
persons over whom they had power were miserably plagued, and 
the beasts were milked until they sometimes died of the treatment. 
Few of the witches, however, would admit that they hurt any man 
or woman, but one woman confessed that the Devil gave her a 

'wooden knife by means of which, when she went into houses, she 
had the power to kill anything she touched with it. Being asked 
whether they had murdered any children, they confessed that they 
had indeed tormented many but they did not know whether any 
of them died of those plagues.

The witches also affirmed that the Devil gavé them a beast? 
about the size and shape of a young cat, which they called a 
carrier, and also a bird about as big as a raven, but white in colour. 
These two creatures they could send anywhere, and wherever 
they came they had the power to take away all sorts of victuals 
such as butter, cheese, milk, bacon and all sorts of seeds, and to 
carry them to the witch. Whatever the bird brought they kept 
for themselves, but what the carrier brought they reserved for the 
Devil. This was taken to Blockula, where he ate part of it and

J
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gave them as much as he thought fit. They also added that 
these carriers sometimes filled themselves so full that they were 
forced to spew by the way, which spewing was found in several 
gardens where colworts grew, not far from the houses of the 
witches. It was of yellow colour, like gold, and was called 7 Butter 
of witches”.

The Commissioners were very earnest in carrying'' out their 
duties. They used their utmost endeavours to persuade the 
witches to show some of their tricks: but to no purpose. The 
witches declared that since they had confessed all their doings 
they had completely lost their power of witchcraft, and that ¿he 
Devil now appeared to them very terrible, with claws on his hands 
and feet, and with horns on his head, and a long tail behind. He 
showed them a burning pit and a hand thrust out of it. The 
Devil thrust the person to whom it belonged down again with an 
iron fork. He told the witches that if they continued in their 
confession he would deal with them in the same manner.

It was ordered that an account of these proceedings of the 
Commissioners to root out witchcraft should be entered in the 
Public Register. It is a witness to one of the strangest phases,of 
human belief that has ever tormented and blighted the lives of 
many generations of men and women.

BOOK REVIEW

I was in the Spirit. By Sigrid Kaeyer. Rider. Price 3s. 6d.
In this account of her Astral journeyings the Swedish-American Sigrid*  
Kaeyer touches various aspects of Spiritual sm. There is prophecy, but, 
as always, the truth, or otherwise, of this must lie on the knees of the gods. 
There is an explanation of the miracles of Jesus, as no doubt there will be 
many more explanations before man reaches the ultimate truth. The 
author sees visions as many have done before her, and as many still will 
do ; who shall say how much of these are mental forms built up by intense 
meditation, or are in truth Illumination ?

Sigrid Kaeyer lays no claim to literary skill, and while one feels that 
a greater ability in this direction might help her to express herself more 
clearly, yet one cannot but be impressed by her great sincerity.

This book, I Was in the Spirit, will have more appeal for the Mystic 
than for the Occultist, but perhaps the most interestipg point about it is 
that these definitely Spiritualistic experiences take place in an Established 
Church, and are introduced and blessed by the priest in charge of that 
church.

N. W.
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The Versailles Mystery
The End of a Classic Illusion
By J. R. Sturge-Whiting

Our readers will recollect "An Adventure”, the book by two 
distinguished ladies who, in 1904, had a remarkable experience 
at Versailles in which they found themselves back in the 
eighteenth, century, and actually saw the ill-fated Queen Marie- 
'Antoinette. In this article the author tells how he investigated 
the claim and discovered some interesting facts which refute 
the theory of super normality. This is especially provoking' 
since psychic researchers have always regarded this as one of the 
' watertight cases.

THIRTY-EIGHT years ago, on a warm summer afternoon, two 
English ladies decided to visit the Petit Trianon at Versailles. 
Th’ey were actually in the grounds for not more than half an hour. 
The"greatest and best-substantiated ghost story of all time 
resulted from this very ordinary outing. The story they sub­
sequently related was the most remarkable allegation of a major 
psyhic phenomenon ever offered since the Resurrection, and it was 
published for the first time in book form in 1911, over the 
signatures of its originators, whose integrity at least from the 

.first was quite self-evident. For thirty years no serious attempt 
was made to get to the bottom of these amazing allegations, 
though the usual casual ridicule was duly levelled at the story 
from the first in sceptical quarters. The authors of the mystery, 
Miss Moberly and Miss Jourdain, companions alike in scholastic 
undertakings in this country and in the memorable Versailles 
visit, spent half a lifetime in substantiating their original story> 
and did it so well and so thoroughly that only by adopting their 
own patient methods, and working along their identical tracks, 
has it at last been possible to prove them victims of a gigantic 
illusion.

In brief, we were asked to believe that in August 1901 the 
two ladies somehow stepped backwards in time, and encountered 
the Trianon and its grounds exactly as they had been in 1789, 
meeting and conversing with people who were living at that time, 
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and traversing the gardens as they were in the eighteenth century, 
though long since altered. They even claimed to have seen Queen . - 
Marie-Antoinette .herself, seated on the terrace front sketching; 
and to have been directed by four of her personal retainer^1 in 
various parts of the grounds. And thus the authors of tjae story 
build their case around about six principal incidents, though, be- - 
fore offering it to the world, they had so thoroughly" examined 
every detail that no less than seventy “points” were eventually „ 
remembered and proved, at least to the complete satisfaction of " 
the host of readers which avidly devoured the first edition of 
An Adventure in the year 1911.

The ladies, in trying to find their way to the Petit Trianon, 
somehow missed the front drive, and found themselves more or 
less lost in a wooded area behind the gardens. They overtook, 
and were directed, apparently in the wrong direction, by Two 
gardeners, whom they afterwards identified as “ancient guards”. 
Farther on, at the intersection of two paths, a man suddenly 
appeared, as if from nowhere—who urgently instructed them to 
turn right and look for the house. This man was later identified as 
the courier who in 1789 had rushed to the Queen in this exact spot 
to warn her of the outbreak of the Revolution. They continued 
on, crossing a tiny foot-bridge through a little ravine which on 
subsequent visits to the place they could never find again, and ' 
which they frequently found, fully identified, in the National 
Archives as having been the main motif of an ancient artificial 
grotto, long since destroyed.

They approached the house and noticed a lady in eighteenth-« 
century dress sitting near the terrace, a place which the Queen 
was known to have frequented. Approaching the terrace, they 
were accosted by a young man who rushed out from a door, 
banging it behind him, and told them how to reach the entrance 
to the-house without going near its front, where the “Queen” wae- 

"'sitting. The door in question had been firmly sealed since about 
1850, and since about 1870 there had been no access to it at all from 
the inside, yet inquiries confirmed that in 1789 it would have been 
the very door through which the Queen’s concierge would have run 
to detain anyone using the private terrace without permission.

Further, both ladies noticed that the terrace was flat, and 
continued to the door in question on one level. They found later 
that for over a hundred years it had been broken by two sets of 
steps, but was as described in 1789.
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Greek Oracle*
«

It i's hoped that the illustration on the opposite page and the 
following short article will be of interest to our readers. The 

' Delphic Oracle is considered by many to have been the most 
important of all the oracles, and the suggestion that the Priests 
and Priestesses took up an E position (termed the "Insignia 

, Delphic” in the text) for the purpose of gaining their inspiration, 
may have been due possibly to their knowledge of certain laws 
in the flow of magnetism. Even if not absolutely correct it is at 

least thought-provoking.
- 

"THE history of the ancient Greek tells to this generation, and 
to all men, that their glorious nation reached its height of mag­
nificent sublimity through advice and knowledge attained either 
through the VOICE OF THE UNSEEN ORACLE or by Light 
and Truth of Understanding received from the HIGH PRIESTS 
within some of their Sacred Temples.

"Greek Art, Classical Culture, Elegance of Grace, Sublimity of 
Truth, the grandeur of their Temples, their achievement of 
ennobling and perfecting the physical forms of their race, have 
left a delicacy and refinement in every land, and to every nation 
that followed after.

‘ 'The study of these ancient systems and people, whose chaste 
, conception of nature produced the most refined minds, who raised 
and advanced a nation from out a long barbaric past; the most 
glorious that ever adorned this fair earth, must cause every true 
man of today to admit and maintain the most reverential respegt 

.for those grand and noble men and women whose'aspirations, 
hopes, and desires were to uplift and perfect the,'human race. 
The sequent results and product of following higher truths than 
that of man, under the direction and Guidance of fn (Jnseen Hand.

“According to the tradition of the ancient Greeks, the Oracle of 
Wisdom, or the Unseen God, first spake to man in a natural 
grotto. . . . Through advice of the Oracle, in of ter years, temples 
were built and the famous Delphic Voice canty and dwelt there,

- /
• /
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which became the Light of Prophecy to the civilized world 
- for ages.

"The sacred formation of a Delphic circle known so long to 
Greece, from which that nation was more or less influenced and 
ruled for more than thousand years, was under the voice and 
direction of the Oracle at Delphi.

"The outline of this cut is the sacred insignia over the tempi«? 
bearing that name, and was tessellated in the floors of her sacred 
halls and corridors. This form of crescent must face the East, 
having the two points of the crescent exactly North and Soutji. 
The location of the I-Iierophant or High Priest was at No. 1. The 
female medium or Priestess of Delphi was located at No. 2. 
Maidens or children were placed at Nos. 3 and 4. In the North 
arch, position No. 5, was placed the negative male mediupn, ' 
usually one of fair complexion. Nos. 6, 7, 8, 9 were filled by males, 
Magnetic graded down as to temperament from the extreme 
negative at No. 5 to the passive combination of magnetic and 
electric vibration of the High Priest or Hierophant at No. 1.

"The graduation of male electric persons of positive mentalities 
are positions 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, the latter being a very important 
position of the strongest positive silent electric mentality that 
could be obtained. No. 15 is a brazier of fire and incense. No. 16 
a large vase of pure water. No. 17 the Sacred Shrine, which 
contains the Ark of the covenant, or holy chest of the Oracles, 
made of a peculiar kind of hard cedar, in dimensions of con­
struction as follows:

“About 4 feet 4 inches long, 2 feet 8 inches wide, and 2 fee^t 
8 inches high ; plated with gold inside and out. The lid of the 
Jewish Ark was of solid gold, upon which, facing each other at the.- 
ends, were figures of two cherubim. This beautiful top was called 
t£e mercy -seat. There can be no question in a thoughtful mind 
that the Jewish Ark of the covenant was of the model of the 
Egyptian sacred boat and its holy chest of Oracles. That this*  
chest was held so sacred none can doubt. It held the collection 
of Spiritual forces from the Absolute Father, which at times and 
seasons wduld foirm a union with the Akasa or Star-mango of the 
High Priests and'.give them communications and advice for the 
government of thq people.”

By J. G. St4<eet in The Hidden Way Across the Threshold. 
\
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Devas
By H. K Chailoner
(Author of The Wheel of Rebirth, Watchers of the Seven Spheres—A 
study "bf the Deva Kingdom, The Path of Healing.')

A great deal of information regarding the Deva kingdom 
has been handed down from the earliest times, while modern 

9 research in this direction has added considerably to our under­
standing of this parallel line of evolution. H. K. Challoner 
shows the psychological relationship which exists between their 
world and ours, and how it is possible to come more definitely 

into contact with them by a process of magical invocation.

FROM the beginnings of time man, urged by a deep psychological 
necessity, has ever turned to his "gods" when in need or in 
distress.

To primitive man these gods were the actual elements which 
appeared to menace his small, helpless body and the forces of the 
earth which nourished it. Later, as he grew more self-conscious, 
it was to increasingly enhanced projections of qualities and 
powers which he felt also to be within himself, and which he 
personified by super-men and women and by the spirits of his 
ancestors, that he made his appeals. Such worship continues into 
our own day, as does, indeed, every kind of anthropomorphic cult 
from the most debased to the most spiritual. It is only com­
paratively recently that worship of One God has become more 
universally accepted, although of course the truly great minds of 

. all ages have always recognized that essential Unity, embracing 
all forms and aspects of being, which cannot be expressed 

. human language.
So deeply ingrained, however, in the human instinctual mind 

is this belief in Beings or Forces beneficent and malevolent, that 
even the early Christian Fathers had perforce to bow-before some­
thing stronger than themselves, and with great wisdom incor­
porated into their teachings the old gods and nature spirits under 
the guise of "angels" and "saints" acting as intermediaries 
between man and the Diety : thus making their creed acceptable

18fl
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to the masses : so this ancient worship went on under yet another 
■form.

Is this belief in the "gods” a mere remnant from man's*  
primitive, fear-ridden past, or is it, in actual fact, founded upon 
the existence of some invisible hierarchy of beings of which the 
majority of men are unconscious ? In other words, dpes man 
possess a host of unseen brethren co-operating with him in all his*  
activities and whose evolution, unknown to himself, he is in­
strumental in stimulating and developing ?

If so, what are these Beings ? What do they represent in the 
scheme of things, and in what way can we hope to establish a 
clearer understanding of, and contact with, their consciousness 
and method of living ?

The first thing the modern man will demand, of course, is 
■proof. But the main difficulty which inevitably arises in con­
nection with this question of proof is one that is habitually over­
looked, namely that comparatively few people are capable of 
proving anything ! Most of the things we believe in, we are forced, 
in consequence of our own limitations, to take on trust from some­
one, and the majority of our so-called "convictions” are actually 
based upon the fact that certain theories or cults "appeal” to us : 
either emotionally or because they appear to be "proved” by 
some book or pamphlet, some pronouncement of a so-called "ex­
pert”, alleged to be the latest authoritative statement on the sub­
ject. Unfortunately, as any psychologist will tell us, there is 
nothing quite so misleading as our rather overrated senses, hence 
our personal predilections can never be truly considered "evi­
dence” : as for the experts, it is seldom that any one theory is 
established but another—and usually contrary—theory is 
published to contradict it.

Quite obviously, then, it is hopeless at present to insist on 
^Tangible physical-plane proof for the existence of Beings who, 

if they exist at all, obviously do so in a dimension outside physical • 
matter—as we know it—altogether. Nor can we even hope to 
establish intelligent communication with them through similar 
methods to those employed for contacting the so-called "dead”. 
If such communication be possible, the spirits ef these "dead” 
would be, presumably, spirits of the human evolution, with 
thoughts, language, modes of envisaging life analogous to ours : 
but the Beings of the angel—or, to use a more general term, the
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Whilst in the gardens., they ikmembered seeing a kiosk, which 

they could never again identify ulqtil they detected its inclusion 
in an ancient map which no one had keen for over a hundred years. 
And so on, throughout the long subsequent investigation, until 
the case they built would seem to be capable of withstanding any-
thing? To the contention that ad in fact visited the
Trianon exactly as it was in 1789, nod; one item of refuting 

’'evidence showed itself during the researche:$'of eleven long years, 
at the end of which it was quite naturally presented to a credulous 
world at last as fact. For thirty years the s^tpry held its ground, 
and I am going to suggest that had not I, a rinere layman in such 
matters, made it my business to get to the bottom of it, it might 
have continued to deceive successive generations of readers*  
indefinitely, since time must inevitably operate'.progressively i-; 
favour of a story of this nature, with the. natural^ changes to be 
expected in the topography of gardens under public control, and 
the increasing difficulty of identifying relevant features.

That I was not too late is obvious from what I have'been able to 
deduce and the final conclusion is one which all reasonable readers 
must come to after a study of the facts. The first point I tacikledwas
the locality of the little rustic bridge, which from the first\I had 
suspected as being identified with the present Rocher Bridge 
in the Northern part of the grounds. The authors always 
firmly denied any identity, and from their remembered description,, 
they seemed able to hold the point. For one thing, they could 
never again find a tiny trickling cascade which had issued over an 
artificial rock on their right hand as they crossed the bridge 
itself. On subsequent visits to the place they were convinced 
that water could never have descended from the top of a dry 
artificial rock, standing some forty feet above the bridge as it 
does today, and at first I was compelled to agree with them.

In a last effort, however, to clear up the point, I decided ak. 
some risk to climb to the top of the rock, in case there might, 
by some stretch of the imagination, be something there which 
could have accounted for the water in question. There was.

Unknown both to the authors and to the presen ^officials of 
the gardens, who would naturally not be likely to spend their 
time on such uncomfortable and fruitless mountaineering feats, I 
found a cunningly concealed lead tank, quite invisible from below, 
and with nothing to indicate its presence in any way, from ground
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level. The rock had been designed to issue with small water­
falls, and actually did so last y/ear, when, by stirring the stagnant 
pool with my hand, I was abj'e for a few moments to send a little * 
of it over into the origintai channels. But that was enouglf. 
In igoi the system would/ have been in better repair than it is 
today and, according toi Miss Moberly, when she was 'there, 
"there had been some ’¡rain”. So the most important feature of 
the topographical evidience concerned had yielded to rationaliza-*
tion. They were at l<^ast in this instance wholly deceived. After
this, enlightenment,/came more quickly. One point ^after an­
other fell into my hands with increasing facility, progress becomr 
ing more and more' rapid as I grasped the full significance of the 
■jiitial hidden flaw upon which the story had inadvertently been

Yected.

After this discovery, as though now armed with new tools, I 
commenced a systematic reconstruction of the whole experience, 
carefully traversing the original routes, scrutinizing and checking 
details of locality and scenery, in conjunction with the text of the
igoi staterhents of the authors. It became increasingly easy to
see the effects of the psychological landslide which had pre­
cipitated the writers into the morass of error from which they were 
never able to emerge. Obvious discrepancies loomed up at almost 
every point, which could now be easily detected and pinned down. 
For instance, in the light of this new angle, a close study of the / 
description of Miss Moberly’s memory of the "little ravine” /
gradually revealed an obvious identity with the present Rocher./
Bridge, where before, allowing her own negative assurances, nona
seemed admissible.

A later discovery, made at the Bodleian Library, where thfe= 
authors' original signed statements are deposited, went far to 
confirm this new view. For certain relevant passages bearing on 
,ihe description of the disputed sight, and favourable to its 
identification with the existing bridge, had been left out of the . 
'published version. Not, I am sure, from any conscious intent to 
introduce deception, though probably as an afterthought, when 
the authors .considered themselves in error on the point—a 
dangerous concession in matters of this kind.

It is manifestly impossible in the space of a short article to do 
more than indicate the angle at which this apparently ̂ impregnable 
story has had to be attacked.
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That it has yielded to rationalization from end to end must, 
I think, be conceded by any reasonable reader of the book in’ 

, which I have undertaken its destruction (The Mystery of 
Versailles, published by Rider & Co.).

Although my object in tackling the problem was primarily 
aimed Exclusively at the incident itself, there are many far- 
reaching implications of a wider nature not too difficult to 

“Visualize. I have only touched on this aspect of the matter.
Thus, many readers of my solution to the Mystery may deduce 

from it something apart from and beyond the mere solving of a 
specific riddle which has hitherto baffled experts. Some will see 
only the remains of a shattered edifice, where others, I hope, may 
stop to examine my discarded tools.

BOOK REVIEW

Complete Practical Astrology. By Edward Lyndoe. Putnam. 
Price ios. 6d.

The title of this book should have been An Encyclopaedia of Practical 
Astrology, for one is, at least, lost in admiration at the enormous mass of 
information, tables and charts of famous people that have been crammed 
into its 439 pages.

Perhaps it is as well to point out clearly that Mr. Lyndoe, who is well 
known for his articles in the Press, deals purely with the materialistic side 
—the spiritual and esoteric aspect does not interest him, for, as he says : 
'I have never had the slightest use for it in my work.” Nevertheless, by 

covering almost all the ground that one can think of in connection with 
Mundane and Natal Astrology, from the most elementary directions in the 
casting of horoscopes to such specialized subjects as Astro-Meteorology, 
Medical Astrology, Horary Astrology, effects of Planets on Stock Markets, 
etc., he has certainly completed the task he set himself to do, namely :

. to bring within two covers sufficient to give my reader as much as 
■ he needs for the start of his travels in Astrology and to show him “the main 
road forward”.

Mr. Lyndoe even includes Retrogration Tables, Tables of Houses and 
Tables of Planetary Positions from 1870-1920 (no doubt with the intention 
of saving one the expense of buying Ephemerides, although his arematurally 
not so informative or complete as a separate one for each year).

Although there must have been thousands of books published on 
Astrology, this could hardly be termed "just another of them”, but ought 
to prove as indispensable to the practitioner as a ready-reckoner does tq 
the business-mg.n.

O. von G.
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The Eleusinia
l

Communicated through Geraldine Cummins

Miss E. B. Gibbes writes :
Miss Geraldine Cummins is well known as having received, 
through automatic writing, “The Scripts of Cleophas", “Paul in 
Athens”, “The Great Days of Ephesus", and “The Childhood of 
Jesus"—four books revealing many details of early Christian 
history, hitherto unknown, which have been examined and 
verified in many obscure points by scholars.

In March and April 1937, Miss Cummins obtained, in my 
presence, a record of the secret rites and practices of the Elect 
among the Mystery Worshippers at Eleusis. The psychic 
and esoteric character of these rites as revealed in these scripts 
seem of great interest to historians and also to all those who would 
like to know more about the ancient Greek view of the future life 
and methods of initiation. Miss Cummins is no scholar, and is 
entirely ignorant in regard to the Ancient Mysteries.

The Rev, A. H. E. Lee, M.A.,put the question, and the script 
follows his prefatory note.

PREFATORY NOTE

OF all the Ancient Mysteries by far the most famous and most 
reverenced were the Eleusinia, celebrated in a little country town,-, 
about fifteen miles from Anthens. Except for the well-known’ 
myth of Demeter, Persephone and Pluto, and for the fact that the 
Rites included “Things Said’’ and certain “Objects Displayed’’, 
and for a few quotations, references in classic authors, the 
Church Fathers and pottery pictures—we know hardly anything 
of how the Rites were worked.

Vows of secrecy were carefully observed in those days ! The- 
penalty for a non-initiate to enter the Precincts or for an initiate 
to reveal the secrets—was death. Probably no ritual was com­
mitted to writing. The two chief officers were Hierophant (Shower 
of Sacred Objects) and Dadouchos (torch-bearer), the former 
office belonging to the old royal house of the Eumolpidae. The 
Telesterion or Hall of Initiation seated 4000 and the footings of the 
pillars are still visible.

204
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■

There seem to have been three main grades of initiation : most 
candidates probably went no further than learning what they 
could from the Persephone-myth in a kind of Retreat combined 
with a passion-play. Of the highest grade (Epopt—beholding the 
gods) we know almost nothing except that some kind of mystical 
marriage took place.

A vast amount of speculation has been indulged in by E. 
Schuré and others : but the script which follows probably reveals 
for the first time some of the true practices and methods, and 
incidentally confirms the theories of Mrs. Atwood’s Suggestive 
Inquiry into the Hermetic Mystery (Pt. II, ch. ii). Other 
authorities are L. R. Farncll, Cults of the Greek States (III, 120), 
Dudley Wright, Eleusinian Mysteries 1919, and G. Meautis, 
Mysteries of Elettsis 1932.

A. H. E. Lee.

“Can you give some information as to how the Mysteries of 
Eleusis were celebrated

fl

t’

!

“The Hierophant spoke with each candidate alone. He first 
demanded that he should lay bare the secrets of his soul, faults, 
fears, weaknesses, doubts: for helpful and pertinent moral 
instruction could only be given when the candidate had revealed 
his own nature. A Hierophant who had truly the secret knowledge 
could read many of ¿the candidate’s secrets and realize his nature 
by gazing into his mind through the use of the third eye, known 
as “the jewel”, set in the centre of the forehead. But it was 
necessary for the candidate’s change of heart that he should, by 
confession, release himself from the burden of memory and the 
self. For three days and nights the candidate would abide with 
either a lesser priest or the Flierophant in a certain cave and there 
experience the cleansing of the soul, the effect of which was to 
make a man self-reliant and strengthen him so that he was 
„prepared to face all things—chaos, night terror, infinity, without 
flinching. After confession was made, the Hierophant explained 
to the candidate his weaknesses and spoke certain solemn words 
to him—some I may not repeat. Others are, “Thy soul, fearless 
of life, time, chaos and night, remains indestructible. Thy 
integral self is shattered on this journey if fear enters and possesses 
the self. Wherefore cast off fear, darkness, death. Put on the. 
armour of light and know thyself as immortal.” This was
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uttered before the Hierophant led the candidate back to the Hall 
of Initiation when he was bidden to meditate on these sayings 
and knead them into the very texture of his mind. When he had 
done so, the Hierophant displayed certain symbols relevant to the 
individual character, its faults and weaknesses, its fears as they 
had been confessed. Then came the purificatory rites, after 
which the candidate bathed in the sea and, returning to the 
Hierophant, dropped into a basket certain objects representing 
his fears, errors and weaknesses. He now declared himself free 
of these and prepared for the great journey when the soul, in the 
Hall of Eleusis, is sent forth on its journey into the underworld, 
middleworld, and perhaps the overworld, according as it has power.

"The candidate took part in the drama, which was, in effect, 
the theft of Persephone from her mother Demeter. All this, the 
first part in the ancient story of the seasons and of life, was- 
enacted in and about country that was solitary, in darkness or 
moonlight. The candidate, usually a man, was seized and 
dragged into a dark Grotto and left without light and with water 
only for three days and nights. He might drink, but not eat: 
thus symbolically representing the descent of the sun into the 
darkness of the winter—the apparent death of all growthful 
things, or rather their winter sleep. While in the Grotto he was 
visited at intervals by the Hierophant or his representative. This 
man symbolized Aidoneus and brought with him a peculiar 
instrument on which he played; its music had a sleep-making, 
trance-inducing power. The fasting and the music caused the . 
candidate to pass into a state of light or deep trance according to 
his nature. When in this condition his etheric double was 
loosened, and as time went on he gradually became conscious in it 
this consciousness was partly induced by other servers in th 
Mysteries approaching suddenly in the night, each carrying a 
little light: so that the candidate would seem to be surrounded by 
stars. ' 'Suddenly they chanted the magic word, the old chant of 
the Mysteries. They declared the road and way down to Hades. 
The black river*  and boat, all were then shown to the candidate," 
who, still in light trance, was led forth to perceive them, seeing 
also the landing of the pilgrim on the farther shore. There came 
a strange'and awful blare of music and he, stricken or smitten 
by these peculiar sounds, almost always fell as if lifeless upon the 
„earth. Then his body was borne back into the darkness of the

• Styx.
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Grotto and left there under the guardianship of a Watcher. Now, 
the effect of this ritual, completed by the blare of strange, violent, 
but well-selected sounds of music, was to drive out and away 
from the candidate’s physical body the etheric double and full 
consciousness of the man. He was sent thereby into the lower 
reaches of the Kingdom of the Dead, called “Sheol” by the 
Jews, though this was a very different conception from that of the 
Greeks. Escaping from the small chamber of his material body 
he wandered among dark, groping and half-seen forms. . . . 
Here in the Betweenworld he was alone in an aloneness unparal­
leled by apy earthly solitude. . . . For those groping forms were 
not, to his consciousness, as human beings : and he was, in many 
cases, seized by an unearthly terror lest they should touch him, 
knowing instinctively that the touch of the dead, or of those other 
elemental beings that hung about, would mean death for him— 
if they touched the cord that bound him to his living earthly body. 
Actually the companion of that deserted physical shape of his 
watched and guided him, drawing the protective circle, murmuring 
the incantations at intervals over it. Yet there was danger : for 
if terror overcame the pilgrim thus wandering in Hades and he, 
pain-stricken, sought in haste to fly back into his material 
body, then indeed it was likely the cord might be snapped and he 
would experience natural death. But he was prepared for all 
this beforehand. So only in rare cases did the pilgrim die. When 
this happened his body was hastily and secretly thrown into the 
sea, for it was not fitting that Mother Earth, Demeter, should 
harbour the remains of such a failure in her bosom. The candi- 

. date who could endure the place of shadows and strange shapes 
and sights and horrid monsters for two days and nights was then 
slowly and with great skill drawn back into the seemingly Efeless 

’body through the playing of that peculiar instrument known as 
“Demeter’s harp”. It was unlike any instrument of your day. 
The sounds were extended beyond your octaves. There were 
subtle, graded tones, not in your scale, which were sounded as the 

- pilgrim came slowly back out of that underworld vibration. And 
the music changed, softened and was silenced by the chant of the 
approaching mystery-worshippers very low and deep in’tone at 
first, then growing loud and triumphant—the symbolic song of 
resurrection and, the returning life of early spring.

(“Sound and its vibratory power destroys and maintains in 
the etheric world. Through sound the earth is maintained.
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Music, which is the symbolical earth representation of sound, is 
.represented here (in the Mysteries ?) by the drum and cymbal. 
The Master Musicians maintain life and your earth.

"Know that the life-units are directed by sound into material 
objects—men, women, animals, plants, all that lives, moves and 
has its being. The units are caught in the nets of the etheric 
doubles*  and the doubles recharge all living creatures and 
things with life-units. Sound or music control certain etheric^ 
processes. Music to us is not now an art, but a life-bearer. Its 
waves, like the winds, convey the essential energy necessary to 
existence, unceasingly supplying the earth’s needs. Sound must 
be made in a pattern that it may regularly convey the life-units 
which are turned into neuric energy in material objects. ... You 
may pick up voices that spoke up to perhaps fifty years ago : but 
no material machine could catch the vibration earlier than that : „ 
the "ripple" will have escaped from earth’s circumference and be 
out of reach.)

"For a brief while the soul of the pilgrim still in full conscious­
ness in his etheric double was cast thus into the higher vibration 
in space. It was like throwing a man who cannot swim into the 
sea. Either he was only sensible of darkness and suffocation 
during this brief period before his entry once more into his 
material body, or he perceived the world of the Ever-living. He 
saw, briefly but surely, a many-coloured land—the people 
walking among groves and hills in brightly coloured robes and all 
swimming in a wondrous translucent ether. Thus did he go 
through, while still a man, the experience of the resurrection of the 
soul, the new life of spring after the death of winter. As a bird is ' 
poised only for an instant at a great height and then drops down 
suddenly hundreds of feet to cliff or sea, so did that poised soul. 
drop from the higher vibration of that many-coloured world, and, 
pausing, for an instant beside the physical body of which he was 
owner, lying as if lifeless in the Grotto, he perceived it as it really 
is, a shell, a garment that will be worn out and discarded, of little 
account compared with the thing that is to come. Then, like a 
tired bird folding its wings for sleep, the pilgrim’s etheric double 
slips back „into the material body and, opening his eyes, perceives

* The term etheric double used in this sense would seem to mean the Astral 
body, a body invisible to human beings and used by the co'mmunicator here to 
indicate the former shape of discarnate beings. It is also used in this communi­
cation to define the envelope of man when, during deep sleep, he is alleged to 
leave his physical body.
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a red lamp and one companion, the Hierophant. The chanters 
have retired. The Hierophant speaks an exhortation to his son 
in the spirit and learns what he has seen. After such an experi­
ence many candidates are weak and giddy, but by certain ritual 
preparations the Hierophant induces strength and control in 
him. It was held that only certain souls were strong enough to 
face the tremendous rigours, tests, the incredible patience and 
purity required so that the soul might, in a far time, experience 
immortality. The large majority remained for awhile as shades 
in the Kingdom of the Dead. Then they either decided to be re­
born on earth or—and these were few—penetrated further, rose 
higher, entering the many-coloured world, living in the Gardens of 
Zeus or the realm of the ether. But it was necessary to be both 
strong and wise to walk in those gardens and dwell in that 
paradise. Those who did enjoy that bliss might live thus for 
aeons of time—playing their part in conserving and maintaining 
the life of the earth—the life of every small creature and of the 
tiniest plant in the fields. Such spirits came at last to the end of 
the adventure of earth-life, and then they sought the adventure that 
leads to the throne of the gods. They were held to have passed 
out into space and they roamed the universe, visiting those stars 
that were of their lineage. And after incredible tests of their 
strength, skill and power of cosmic integration, they were per­
mitted to become stars, that is to say, the presiding gem or spirit 
behind the star—one responsible for its blazing illumination, 
“Keepers of the Lamps of Zeus’’. Such was the title given to 
these advanced souls. If you become a keeper of the Lamp of 
Zeus, you are assured of immortality, you are one degree higher 
than the lesser gods.

- But some who lived for a time in the many-coloured land had 
not yet the courage to go further. Then there was no other 
choice. Such beings returned to earth—became great powers 
for good or evil—mighty warriors, poets, immortals, sculptors, 
priests, sibyls and thereby displayed the peculiar knowledge they 
had obtained while walking in the gardens of Zeus. And when 
these died, they frequently, through such second death, acquired 
the wings of immortality. But know that, while on. ?arth, or 
rather before being born, such souls held the poppy symbol of 
fertility to come, in their earth-life, and the symbol also that, 
temporarily, they would forget their experiences in the Gardens of ■ 
Zeus.

o
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The Mysteries and their initiatory rites alone could make 
possible for the candidate the adventure of immortality. Some 
might fail to qualify, might remain ever at the gate and not 
succeed in a rebirth of mind and soul through these practices. 
Such people were not as a rule turned away, but remained as 
servers—performing humble tasks and attending the worship 
of the Mysteries. Thus they would learn and, following a more 
gradual and longer road in their next life, be qualified to endure 
and pass the tests set them by the Hierophant, thereby obtaining 
that resurrection that was so desired.

BOOK REVIEWS
Le Tarot, l’Alphabet hébraïque et les Nombres. By Dr. Marc 

Haven. Editions Lucien Raclet. Price 30/rs.
As an addition to the existent literature on the Tarot, the present work of 
Dr. Marc Haven is invaluable. The amount of work and research expended 
on its compilation must have been tremendous. Dealing with it from the 
kabbalistic point of view, the author, taking each card of the Tarot in 
turn, gives its symbolism, correspondences and interpretation in regard 
to the Heaven worlds, the world of Nature, the Human kingdom, the 
Mental world, black magic, etc. He also deals most fully with the numerical 
symbolism of each card, and a method of laying them out and reading them 
according to M. d’Odoucet (a student of the famous Etteilla), as given in 
his book Science des signes ou Médecine de l’esprit. Thirty-seven plates, 
and numerous symbolical glyphs in the text, add a lot to its interest.

I. M.
The Other Life. By Rev. D. H. D. Wilkinson, M.A. Rider. Price 

3s. 6iL
The Rev. D. H. D. Wilkinson states in his introduction that he was urged 
to write this book by his father “and some of his fellow workers on the other 
side of death”, telling of his psychic experiences.

He writes convincingly that Spiritualism makes one aware of a far 
larger environment to life than that of which one is normally conscious. 
His little book, which he modestly claims is for beginners, is simply toïcT 
and rings true without overstatement concerning the knowledge which he 
has acquired through spirit communications.

Personal experiences, dating from the happenings in a haunted house 
to Direct Voice communications, including materializations, automatic 
writing and spirit guidance, gave him an added substantive faith in God’s 
Love. It is not surprising that he claims that his sphere of usefulness was 
extended by his investigations into a subejet which at first he avoided as 
dangerous and after thirty years’ experience found to be a valuable con­
tribution to his spiritual and religious life.

The clergy and all orthodox minds should find use -and profit from this 
book, and the ranks of Spiritualism should welcome it "as an occasion 
of importance”, as Sir Oliver Lodge mentions in his preface. Sir Oliver 
Lodge also highly recommends it to the bereaved. G. W. E.
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‘Prana
By Félix Guyot
(Author of Yoga : The Science of Health and Yoga for the West.}

0

In this article M. Felix Guyot, who has become well known 
as an exponent of Yoga, deals with what he considers to be some 

■< erroneous conclusions which are taught regarding the nature of 
Prana in some Western schools of thought, and gives an en­
lightening account of the Oriental conception of this force.

THE word “Prana” is not a new one to the majority of my 
readers. You know that this Oriental term corresponds to what 
might be designated “Universal Life Force”, considered, generally, 
as synonymous with the “Astral Light” of the Hermetists just 
as the “Pranic Body” is the “Astral Body” of Western occultists, 
and the "Perisprit” of the Allan Kardec Spiritualistic doctrine. 
These assimilations are exact enough if taken on a very general 
plan, but become less so when looked at from a closer range. More­
over, the meaning of the terms “Astral Light” and “Astral Body” 
has remained vague and obscure in European traditions. A clear, 
comprehensible definition is difficult to find, and an explicit 
one still more so. Such, however, is not the case in the Orient, 
where “Prana” has constituted for many long centuries the 
subject of profound and intensive study, the outcome of which 
has been the development of a Pranic Science in every way as 
complete as our chemistry and physics are capable of being today.

However, before launching into an explicit recital of the 
Oriental conception of “Prana”, and culling from among its 
dicta those likely to aid us to a better understanding of 
metapsychical phenomena, I should like to draw attention to 
certain points at the outset in order to avoid otherwise in­
evitable misunderstanding and confusion.

I believe I am not wrong in thinking that the general idea 
formed of this "Prana” is that of a sort of fluidic sub’stance, 
distinct from Matter, and yet not quite Spirit; in short a kind 
of intermediary qlement, neither wholly Spirit nor wholly Matter, 
but partaking of both. This problem of Spirit and Matter, which 
has ever been uppermost in all philosophical and religious ques- ’ 
tions, finds nq equivalent in the Orient, however, for the simple 
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reason that in Oriental philosophy there is neither Spirit nor 
„ Matter. If these terms are at times employed it is with a very 

different conception of their meaning to that of our Western 
countries. o

What do we mean, exactly, when we speak of “Matter ?” In 
olden times “Matter” meant everything heavy and resistant. 
Since air seemed not to have any weight (it offered no resistance 
to our movements, though the proof of its existence was to te 
found in the phenomena of wind and breathing), "Air” was 
opposed to “Matter”, in the beginning, and considered the protos 
type of what we still call “Spirit”, since “Spirit”, after all, means 
“Breath”. But in the great strides made by Science across the 
ages, even Air itself (together with all gaseous elements) has been 
relegated to the ranks of things material. We have gone still 
farther than that even, and have incorporated all the forces-of’ 
nature, and energy, with the material world, so much so that it is 
scientifically inexact to define Matter today as “ponderable, 
weighty, and impenetrable”. In fact, what we consider as 
“Matter” today is all that affects the senses, all that causes, or can 
cause, sensation. The material world is but the common cause of 
our sensorial representation.

Then again we are led to admit, no longer from the fact of 
direct sensation, but from a series of reasonings, that certain 
material phenomena may only be explained if their cause be 
attributed to elements incapable of provoking any direct sensations 
in us; if, in short, their origin be attributed to elements which 
escape our senses entirely. These elements we consider as 
spiritual, of a nature and substance totally different to those of 
Matter. By analogy we identify this substance with something 
which we know, or think we know, very well, although we have 
no direct sensation thereof, and that “something” is ourselves, 
our Mind, our Thinking Ego. Not only does our individual 
thought become, therefore, the prototype of Spirit as opposed 
to Matter, but is the one and only immaterial element known to 
us, the existence of analogous elements outside of ourselves being 
but a supposition.

The opposition of Spirit and Matter therefore amounts, 
purely and simply to our own personality, our own Thinking Ego 

.versus the external world—two things entirely different in the 
nature of their functioning, different in their substance, which
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only act and react on each other by a plane of contact without 
ever pdhetrating the one the other. This plane of contact is ’ '*
sensation, the reaction of our Ego to all action brought to bear 
upon it from the external world, from the world outside of, and 
foreign to,( our innermost “I”. The modern idea formed of

,, "Matter” corresponds to this conception of an external world 
foreign to our thought; is, in fact, inseparable from it. In 
«ther words the duality of Spirit and Matter is but the counter­
part of the duality of the Ego and the external world, of the 
"I am” and the "I am not”, to use metaphysical terminology.

’ Now in the Oriental metaphysics of Yoga the dualism between 
the "I am” and the “ I am not” signifies nothing in reality ; it 
is but an illusion, a mirage, with the result that the dualism of 
■Spirit and Matter automatically ceases to exist, and becomes, 
in turn, an illusion, a mirage.

According to Yoga our sensations are not caused by an 
external world, distinct and apart from ourselves. Here the 
tables are turned, for Yoga teaches that, on the contrary, it is 
our mind itself which creates this so-called external world. This 
"creating” is a constant process, and, in the normal order of 
things, absolutely unconscious. It is precisely because it is 
unconscious that we mistake the real cause of our sensations 
and attribute them to things apparently exterior to ourselves. 
It is this illusion of a world outside and apart from ourselves that 
the Hindus call "Maya”. The word is probably not a new one 

-> to my readers, though the interpretation of its meaning is 
more often a wrong one. In effect, the external world is generally 
qualified as "illusory”, but the external world of the Yoga 
doctrine is not imaginary, is not considered as an illusion, and is 
just as real as ours. The illusion is in the conception which we 
form of its nature and origin, in not recognizing that it .is one 
with ourselves, with its source entirely within ourselves, created 

'continually and unconsciously by our thinking Ego. The illusion 
lies in the seeming duality of our thinking Ego and the things 
thought, or, from another point of view, in the seeming ’duality 
of Spirit and Matter. To assist my explanation, we might compare 
the thinking Ego to a point without dimensions in its origin. This 
is the mind in its very essence, the mind that can think, but has 
not yet begun to think, although in its essence it contains all that ‘ 
may be thought, or, in other words, all possible external worlds.
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AN IMPORTANT NEW BOOK BY

(Author of "THE TREE OF LIFE", etc.)

THE 
PHILOSOPHER’S 
STONE

In this stimulating and suggestive book Israel Regardie approaches Alchemy 
and “The Philosopher's Stone” from a new angle. It is no matter for surprise 
that one so well versed in Analytical Psychology should inquire if there is any 
clue to the interpretation of Alchemical symbolism in the sight of the advanced 
schools of psycho-analysis. As a profound student of the Qabalah, Mr. Regardie 
makes a further attempt to discover the “True Thing”, the “One Thing”, or, 
according to the definition of his choice, the "Egyptian Matter”, by investigating 
the possibilities of the magnetic theory put forward by Dr. South and recorded 
by his daughter Mrs. Atwood, in conjunction with ceremonial magic, a theory 
by which the initiated candidate is raised to a higher level of consciousness 
where magical operations can be entered upon. In the course of his inquiry. 
Mr. Regardie touches upon Yoga and the methods of self-hypnotism practised 
by’tfie Yogis, on the Universal pervasive principle of life called Prana, and on 
Jiva, as applied to the vitalizing principle of the soul. He draws parallels of 
interest with reference to the Kundalini in its correspondence to certain 
qualities identified with the secret Hermetic Fire, and to the collective con­
sciousness as indicating the “First Matter”. He arrives at the conclusion 
that on theoretical grounds there is no valid reason why the interior psychical 
or magical power should not be able to effect a physical transmutation.
This is a work that must inevitably attract those who seriously concern them­
selves with the Hermetic Philosophy.

RIDER, ILLUSTRATED, 10/6 NET.
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The passing from the power to think, to the act of thinking, 
is effected by successive expansions, as though this point t 
without dimensions gave birth to concentric spheres in which it, 
itself, becomes enclosed. These concentric spheres, created by 
the mind in its expansion, correspond to what Western occultists 
call "Planed”—the Psychic Plane, the Mental Plane, the Pranic 
or Astral Plane, and the Physical or Material Plane. At each, 
stfage of its expansion ; that is, at each concentric sphere,Thought, 
coming from its central point, from the point without dimensions, 
is apt to pause and reflect upon itself as light is reflected in a 
mirror or as the waves of the radio are reflected upon the Heavi­
side Layer. It is this reflecting of the creative mind upon itself 
that constitutes Sensation, and creates the realm of the Senses. 
There are, therefore, as many realms of the senses as there are 

■ concentric spheres, or planes, in Western terminology. The 
outermost sphere corresponds to what we call the "Material 
Plane” or, to avoid confusion, the "Physical World”.

During the span of our earthly existence, of our physical 
life, our Mind, or Thought, runs to the very limits of this outer­
most sphere at the same time as it creates it, which fact must 
not be lost sight of. Our psychological consciousness only 
enlightens the reflection of our thought on this sphere, revealing 
nothing on the others, and the physical world thus springs into 
being for us, and all our false ideas of exteriority and materiality.

When we die, our Mind, or Thought, recedes and flows back, 
so to speak, from this outermost sphere, the physical sphere, 

’ to the next sphere, the Pranic sphere. This receding or flowing 
back can take place, moreover, without death, in a person 
physically living, whether by some natural anomaly or an anomaly 
artificially provoked. Thought is then reflected on this new plane, 
with the result that with the new sensations a new external 
world is born for us, an external world which seems in every way 
as independent of us and just as material as the first. We are, 

’'therefore, not yet free of "Maya”, of "Illusion”, we only find it 
on a less eccentric sphere.

And so, exactly as with the Physical World, .the Pranic 
World is an unconscious creation of our own minds ; exactly as 
in the Physical5 World, we continue to attribute the cause of 
our sensations to things outside of ourselves, which we, ourselves,, 
materialize. This new world therefore appears to us as "material”
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also, just as material as the other', since materiality is not an 
inherent’ quality in the causes of c;ur sensations but a quality . 
which our thought, and our thought ¡alone, confers upon them.

'■i

" These sensations, moreover, may be of exactly the same order 
as those we. receive on the Physical Pla.ne, that is to say, visual, 
auditory, tactile, etc. They may also affect senses which we do 
not have, or rather which we do not use, on the Physical Plane. 
That, though, is of no importance. What must remember is 
that the Pranic Plane furnishes us with elements of “knowing” 
which in every respect appear to us as material elements, and 
ju^t as Science systematizes the sensible elements which we re­
ceive by means of sensations from the Physical World, so these 
sensible elements on the Pranic Plane may also be brought under 
certain laws. That is how, in Asia, a Yogi Science of Prana 
came to be developed, the counterpart of the Science of the 
Physical World, only on a more elevated plane, in a sphere nearer 
to the Ego—our central point.

i

I am afraid I have put a strain on the reader’s patience with 
this somewhat laborious exposé, but it seemed to me indispensable 
if we would avoid serious misunderstandings. I mean the 
erroneous confusion of the electro-magnetic forces with the 
pranic forces, and, in psycho-physiology, the erroneous assimila­
tion of the chakras with the plexus, the Nadis with the nerves, 
and so forth. The Oriental and the Westerner think they are 
referring to the same things, under certain terms, when all the 
time they are speaking of things quite different, thus rendering 

1 mutual understanding impossible. Then again, Western spiritua­
lists are often shocked at the materialistic point of view of the 
Oriental when he speaks of things pertaining, in our point of view, 
to the spiritual world. It is necessarily so, though, since the 
Pranic World, when we find ourselves within its precincts, presents 
itself to us under an aspect in every way as material’ as the 
Physical World, from the fact of “Illusion”, from the fact of 

"“Maya”, which holds us just as completely within its sway on the 
Pranic Plane as on the Physical Plane.
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; By Ralph Shirley

(Author of The. Problem of Rebirlh, The Mystery of the Human 
Double, etc.')

’’ Supplementing his recent book, the Hon. Ralph Shirley makes 
further researches into the much-discussed phenomena of astral 
projection and gives some unusual experiences of people who 

n have practised it.

.A CONSIDERABLE amount of interest has been taken in recent 
years in the subject of what is generally termed. “Astral Pro­
jection”. A novelist, Mr. Gerhardi, has written a romance entitled 

< Resurrection, of which it is the central theme, and though the book 
takes the form of fiction, the author is careful to explain that his 
account of his excursions on to another plane are in reality a 
record of sober fact. Mr. Sylvan Muldoon too has written an 
exhaustive treatise on the projection of the astral body, 
recounting his personal experiences, and the volume contains 
also an informing preface by Dr. Hereward Carrington. This 
Mr. Muldoon has followed by a summary of instances in point 
entitled The Case for Astral Projection, while Messrs Rider & Co. 
have also brought out a translation of Le Medecin de I’Ame by a 

'French authority who writes under the pseudonym of “Yam”, 
giving it the English title of Practical Astral Projection.

7$ Long before these contributions to the subject three fugitive
articles appeared a number of years ago in the Occult Review 
by Mr. Oliver Fox, recounting his views with regard to this 
interesting psychic phenomenon, illustrated very graphically by 
his own personal experiences.

The public attention attracted to the subject suggested the 
desirability of a short study dealing with the “Human Double” 
and the conditions under which it was liable to manifest. Hence 
the publication of a treatise entitled The Mystery of the Human 
Double for which’ the present writer is responsible.

x I am not proposing in this article to recapitulate what has '
already appeared in book form, but in view of the fact that certain,, 
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additional records have reached me since the book went to press 
and as I have been fortunate enough to get in touch after a lapse , 
of some seventeen years with the writer of the articles on the 
subject in the Occult Review, to which I have already alluded, 
the present notes have appeared to me to be not inopportune.

In the treatise to which I have alluded I raised the question 
as to what sort of non-physical body is employed when making 
these psychic excursions. Can we assume that they are all made 
in that etheric envelope in which the consciousness first escapes 
from the normal physical form ? The following is what Mr. 
Oliver Fox writes to me on this difficult point in regard to his 
own experiences and impressions.

“In some schemes’’, he observes, “the three levels of the 
etheric plane are considered to be merely a subtler extension of 
the physical. The etheric double is the vehicle of prana and, 
according to the text-books, cannot move more than a few feet 
from the physical body. Now, as in some of my excursions it 
seemed to me that I travelled for many miles—even to India 
on one or two occasions—I thought it better to use the word 
‘astral’. I think the truth of the matter is that the body used 
can be etheric, astral, manasic (mental), or even buddhic (spiritual), 
but the latter only in case of advanced adepts and that the nature 
of the experience will vary considerably according to the vehicle 
employed.” I think it well to put before readers the views of this 
practical “astral projector”, as I had not the opportunity of 
consulting him when writing my book. It will, of course, be under­
stood that the opinions he expresses are put forward in no dog­
matic manner, but rather voice the tentative conclusions he has 
arrived at and which are based on the impressions he has received 
from his personal experiences.

The subject is one which has received until recently so little 
serious attention that it is at present a very open field for specu­
lation. Distant travelling under these conditions appears to be 
very much rarer than merely hovering about in the neighbourhood 
of one’s physical form or floating over it, an experience in a, semi­
dream state which I gather is by no means uncommon,, There is 
a condition which “Yram”, the author of Practical Astral Pro- 

* jection, describes very vividly in which the “projector” (so called) 
4/ can go back and forth from his physical form, without any - 

embarrassment’or discomfort, as often as he chooses—a sort of n

/
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transition state, in which the return to the physical or the reverse 
process is accomplished by a mere effort of volition ; and there are 
also cases of bilocation in which the subject of the experience is 
aware of himself in two places at once, as in the instance recorded 
in Les Phénomènes de Bilocation*  (p. 35), of a young man of eighteen 
who was occupied with an examination in French literature and, 
being seated at his desk, found that he required to refer to a book 
in an adjoining room and got up from his desk to do so. He was 
in a preoccupied state and became suddenly aware of himself 
standing with the volume in one hand and grasping the handle of 
the door with the other. Looking up at this moment he was 
surprised to see his double or second self still writing at the desk. 
He approached it and the two selves became one.

The astral traveller, again, may wander forth in his dream life 
and have no remembrance of what he did when he awakes on the 
following morning. The habit of “projection” deliberately 
ïîKullged in leads in short to its taking place automatically apart 
altogether from the will of the “projector”. Thus Mr. Oliver Fox 
tells me how on one occasion he gave a lady friend of his a nasty 
fright. She awoke one bright summer morning to find Mr. Fox 
(apparently) standing fully dressed beside her bed. He appeared 
so solid and real that it never occurred to her to doubt that he was 
actually there in the flesh, and when she heard her mother coming 
up the stairs to see if she was getting up for breakfast her alarm 
may be readily imagined. The window being wide open suggested 
a means of entrance, and it flashed across her mind that she must 
warn her visitor in time, but found herself paralysed and unable 
to move or speak. As the handle of the door turned her un­
welcome visitor vanished, her mother entered, and all was well. 
Drajmatic episodes of this kind are clearly among the awkward 
contretemps involved in the little-explored possibilities of astral 
experiences. Mr. Fox on learning of the incident checked the 
fact that he was asleep at the time but had not carried over any 
-recollection of what his dream self had been about.

*s
The lady in question, it may be mentioned, had no sympathy 

with occult research and viewed Mr. Fox’s experiments in this 
direction with extreme disfavour. He laughed at her’fears, and 
her protests were,in vain. She retorted to him, however, that she 
could do those sort of things herself if she chose though she con-

* Paris : Leon Meyer, 8 Rue Copernic.

•» o
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sldered it wrong to do so. His mocking derision had the effect of 
nettling her, and she hotly exclaimed :

“Very well, then, I'll prove it I It’s wicked, but I don’t care. 
I'll come to your room tonight and you shall see me there.” 
“Come if you can,’’ Mr. Fox retorted laughingly, and gave the 
matter no further thought. In the middle of the following night 
he woke up suddenly, or at least thought he did, his brain all alert. 
Something, he felt, was going to happen. The story of this little 
episode was communicated by Mr. Fox to the Editor of the 
Weekly Tale-Teller and appears in an editorial discourse at the 
end of an old number of that magazine. This is how Mr. Fox 
narrates his experience and his accompanying emotion. It is to 
be observed that at the moment he had not the lady at all in his 
mind and had entirely forgotten her threat of the preceding day.

He awoke suddenly in the middle of the night. “Then in a 
flash,'' he says, “appeared a large egg-shaped cloud of intensely 

-bHSant bluish-white light. In the centre of the cloud was the 
lady, hair loose and in her night-dress. She seemed perfectly 
solid and stood by a chest of drawers near the right side of my 
bed, regarding me with calm but sorrowful eyes and running her 
fingers along the top and front side of a desk which stood on the 
chest of drawers. I was paralysed, not with fear but with admira­
tion and astonishment at her being able to accomplish this feat. 
At last I broke the spell. Rising on one elbow I called her name 
and she vanished as suddenly as she had come.''

She had in fact not only come in her “astral” or “etheric” 
body, but recollected the whole occurrence. She had never 
been in Mr. Fox’s room before but described it to him in full 
detail the next day with particulars that showed an intimate 
knowledge not only of the room itself but of its contents and 
told him how she ran her fingers along a projecting ridge on the 
front of the desk. Mr. Fox disputed the existence of the ridge in 
question, but on investigation it appeared that it was on the back, 
not on the front, of the desk. All other details as described by her 
were absolutely exact. x.

The narrative suggests that the capacity for astral projection 
is less rare than most people suppose. Its possessors, wisely 
probably in many,instances, do their best to suppress such out-of- 
the-body excursions, when they find themselves performing them 
involuntarily, and prefer not to speak of them in public for fear

p
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' of being laughed at or, perhaps, as in the case of the lady in 
question; because they consider such practices partake of the 
character of black magic.

Among a number of other instances of involuntary astral 
projection which have been brought to my notice since writing 
my study on this subject I would mention that of an engineer, 
Joseph Costa, a friend of the well-known psychical investigator 
professor Ernest Bozzano. He narrates in a book of his entitled 
L’ Audela de la Vie the following experience of a kind similar to 
others I have cited.

c"It was,” he says, "one stifling night in a torrid June and 
I was engaged in preparing to pass an examination for the work 
which it involved and for which I had allowed myself all too 
short a period of time.”

The strain on the nervous system through overwork proved 
too great and he was compelled to desist from his uncompleted 
task and threw himself half fainting upon his bed without 
extinguishing the lamp which was placed on the table beside him. 
An accidental movement of his arm upset the lamp, which con­
tinued to burn, at the same time emitting volumes of smoke, on 
the floor by his bedside.

Joseph Costa came to, if the expression may be used, in the 
middle of the room, at a distance from his physical form, which 
remained stretched on the bed. "I saw,” he says, “the furniture 
around me as if a radiation of light penetrated the molecules of the 
objects to which my attention was directed, as if matter in short 

'dissolved itself at the contact of thought. I saw, moreover,” he 
observes, "in gazing at my body, not only the physical form itself, 
but also the network of nerves and veins in a state of luminous 
vibration. The room itself was plunged into the most complete 
darkness as the overturned lamp failed to throw a light outside the 
blackened chimney. In spite of this I noted the objects abound 
me, or rather their contours, glowing in a phosphorescent hknin- 

"osity. These gradually melted away as I watched them, and ewen 
the walls of the room themselves, so that I found myself able to 
perceive in the same manner, the objects in the adjoining apart­
ments.”

He felt his body light and free but quite unable to act on 
physical objects, and he was seized with fear and an anxiety to 
rescue his physical form from the situation in which it was placed.

»
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n
His mind then turned to the thought of his mother, who occupied 
a room next door. "I saw her,” he says, "through the wall, 
peeping tranquilly in her bed. But her body, unlike ri'ine, 
appeared to emit a phosphorescent radiance.” His wish to rouse 
her to come to his help had the desired effect. "I saw her,” he 
tells us, "hurriedly get out of bed, run to the window, throw it 
open, then go out of the door into the passage, grope her way to 
pay room and stand over my body with open eyes of horror. Her 
contact seemed to have the effect of making my psychic self re­
enter its physical form. I awoke, my mouth parched, my temples 
thumping violently, my breath coming in gasps.”

"At this time,” says the recorder of this dramatic episode, 
"I had never given a thought to such things as spiritualism, nor 
Jieard such matters discussed. There was nothing in the nature 
of a dream in my experience. I have never had the sensation of 
Jbejng so much alive as at the moment when I was conscious of 
being separated from my physical body.”

Curiously enough this is not the only instance in which such 
an experience resulted from the disturbance of a lamp by a bed­
side. The other record is given in my book The Mystery of the 
Human Double, and the parallelism between the two is not a 
little remarkable.

The methods of escape from the physical differ in various 
ways evidently conditioned by the differences of the psychic 
constitution of the individual concerned. Mr. Fox explains to 
me, in relation to an observation in the book in question, that he 
could not get through what he terms the "pineal door” without 
undergoing the very disagreeable trance state attended with its 
peculiar fears and. phantom horrors. This was necessary if he were 
to make any protracted excursion in the etheric plane. But the 
experiences of Mr. Sylvan Muldoon do not seem on all fours in this 
respect with Mr. Fox’s, and the means of exit from the physical 
into the etheric we must therefore conclude to be personal to the 
projector.

I mention this, as an observation I made in my book might 
perhaps mislead the reader. Once through the "pineal door” 
Mr. Fox’s body ceased to possess any attraction to his freed 
consciousness ip his etheric body. Always before this stage the 
body exercise^ a pull on the etheric which it was impossible long-

• *
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A fearless. exposure.J*  the evils of Co-education | ' 

WINIFRED 
GRAHAM’S

outspoken novel
THE FROZEN DEATH

SIR HERBERT RUSSELL says: 
“The story is sufficiently absorbing, but it is 
the exposure of the subversive and sensual 
methods that have been stealthily infused 
into ‘co-education’ which stamp this book as 
a remarkable and challenging work.” 7/6

HUTCHINSON

SIXPENCE MONTHLY

Published on the 1st of the Month

THE WRITER
The only monthly devoted to the interests 
of the coming Journalist and Author

"The Writer” was founded over twenty years ago with the object 
of giving advice to the literary aspirant. During its career its policy 
has been influenced by the ever-changing fashions in journalism ; but, 
while absorbing many new ideas regarded as beneficial to its readers, 
it has kept successfully to its original aim, and now holds a position 
shared by no other journal in the world.
j.’rom this platform it instructs and advises the writer from novitiate 
fo "arrival”, points out new markets and shows how they may be 
most profitably entered, and passes on knowledge and suggestions 

<■ given by its multitude of readers.
Its contents are wholly practical. The Editor has gathered around 

him an imposing body of regular contributors ; and names such as 
Michael Joseph and Ursula Bloom are sufficient guarantee of the 
practical and helpful nature of the articles.

6d.
FROM ALL BOOKSTALLS
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tq^resist.^ Emotion of any kind, too, was invariably fatal to a 
continued sojourn on the other plane.

The above notes I would describe as in the nature ofr an 
addendum to the all-too-brief treatise I have written. It is a 
treatise that I should be very glad to amplify considerably on 
another occasion. It was written to serve as an introduction to 
a subject of present-day interest which has hitherto lacked a 
critical exponent who regards the subject from the point of view 
not of a practitioner but of a student of the Occult.

THE MEMOIRS OF ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE 
Reviewed, by Philip S. Wellby, M.A.

' TmE name of Arthur Edward Waite in a bookseller’s catalogue
or publisher's list has for many years exercised an immediate 
attraction for those who have yielded to the spell that beguiles the 
heart in entering on lonely by-paths of speculative thought. 
Alchemy, the Rosicrucian Mystery, the Secret of the Holy Grail, 
the Theosophy of the Kabbalah, these alluring bequests from the 
past, chronicled in old folios, quartos and rare opuscula have 
beckoned to youth and age with a significant finger, hinting at the 
disclosure, of concealed mysteries and of treasures beyond price.

Chief amongst those who in later days have resolved to follow 
>such quests to the end is the author of Shadows of Light and 
Thought*.  In this retrospective review he tells of the beginning
and end of his journeyings as one friend speaking to another
without reservation or pretence.

Except in the field of letters, Arthur Waite cannot be regarded 
as a public figure. He is seldom seen on the platform, ami has
never courted or coveted notoriety. His latest >n to
literature reveals him as one who has been well content to pursue 
his researches with steadfast purpose to attain an end in view 
without regard to any extraneous reward in the way of public 
recognition; but time often reserves its fullest awards for those to
whom it gives but scant acknowledgement in passing.

* Shadows of Light and Thought. A Retrospective Review in the form of 
Memoirs. By Arthur Edward Waite. Royal 8vo. Illustrated. 15s.net. London;
Selwyn & Blount..
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Il CHARACTER & PERSONALITY
An International Psychological Quarterly

- , Edited by C. E. SPEARMAN
Contents of June, 1938, issue

Charlotte Bühler (University of Vienna and Parents Association 
Institute, London) : The Ball and Field Test as a Help in the 
Diagnosis of Emotional Difficulties.

Williamma Thomson (Mooseheart Laboratory for Child Research 
and Carleton College) : An Evaluation of the P.Q. (Personality 

- Quotient) Test.
Helge Lundholm (Duke University) : Mark Antony’s Speccn and 

the Psychology of Persuasion.
J. R. Kantor (Indiana University) : Character and Personality : 

Their Nature and Inter-relations.
Dorothy Gandine-Stannon (University of Manchester) : A Study 

of Failure.
Paul R. Farnsworth (Stanford University) : Aesthetic Behaviour 

and Astrology
Book Reviews Books Received

Subscription price 7/6 per annum; Single copies 2j-
LONDON: GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN LTD.

40 MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W.C.r

THE MYSTERY-TEACHING IN THE WEST

THE SAYINGS OF THE ANCIENT ONE EE
_________________________ ______ __ _____________ • •

TH E WORLD BREATH 12/6

RIDER
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In days to come, though the zealous mason may look in vain 
for the name of Waite on the roll of Grand Lodge librarians, that ' 
name will ever remain conspicuous in the universal archives.oi 
Freemasonry. ”

In this candid and detailed record of the activities o' a long 
and fruitful life we have a story of consecrated labour crowned 
with the joy of achievement. Its writing is marked by a notable 
quality of discrimination and betokens a critical faculty which 
is applied by the writer with equal severity to his own achieve­
ments in, literature as to those of others. If he finds himself 
compelled to prick the bubble of a false reputation it is not done 
with the intention of exalting his own prestige, and in matters of 
controversy he is ever free from guile or malice.

' ■ "Who keeps one end in view makes all things serve," wrote 
Browning, and Arthur Waite in his comings and goings in the 
woild made all kinds of opportunités the means to serve his end. 
In an excursion into commerce as manager of the London house of 
supply for Horlicks Malted Milk he promptly devised a literary 
scheme of advertisement which resulted in the publication of 
Horlicks Magazine, and under his editorship there appeared 
some of the earliest writings of Arthur Machen, Evelyn Underhill 
and Robert Lynd.

Reading these memoirs, it appears as if some guiding genius 
gathered up the dreams that were dreamt by Waite and incor­
porated them into the life of the common world, raising up those 

, who could fulfil the need of the moment. It may be that the 
Magia of the spirit worked in him to evoke response in others.

However things came about it would seem that to an adept 
philosopher all things are possible. Thus it was that the books 
that Arthur Waite wrote, because for him they had to be written, 
found their way into print through various channels, some here, 
some there, as is told in these pages; to the wonder of those who 
know little of the ways of publishers, or of the winds that blow 
through the windows of their secluded chambers.

The wild flame of poesy which was kindled early-’in Waite’s 
youth lightened the obscurity which veiled many sanctuaries to 
which he sought admission. After his own entry he left a light 
burning for those who should come after him, though not all may ■ 
hope to behold with him the Great Light which shines for ever at.:-“’

-, ’ ’
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| The Philosophy 
|x'z of Yoga
| Simply Outlined
| by an Expert
niiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiui'

PAUL

BRUNTON’s
THE QUEST OF 
THE OVERSELF

In this book Paul Brunton 
offers the fruit of many 
years of study in the East. 
The book is nothing less than 
an attempt to put into under­
standable English the esoteric 
wisdom handed down in the 
East through the ages. The 
book might almost be des­
cribed as the Secret Doctrine 
of Yoga.

Ernest Newman gave this book a 
onc-and-a-half-column highly favour­
able review in the Sunday Times. 
"I r/commend The Quest of the 
Overself tas by far the safest and most 
rational exposition of Eastern meta­
physic and of the practice of mental 
discipline that I have yet met.”— 
Monk Gibbon in the Spectator.

THIRD IMPRESSION
15/- net

RIDER & CO.

YOGA : 
the Science of 

Health
by

FELIX GUYOT
Author of "Yoga for the West" (5th thous.)

0
1100 sold in eleven days

The Secrets of Eastern Science in 
relation to Health, as embodied 
in the system of Hatha Yoga. 
“A book which contains as much 
sense to the page as any seeker 
after health and truth could wish 
for.”—Sunday Express.

Cr. 8/o. 191 pp. 5s.

PRACTICAL 
TIME-TRAVEL

Colin Bennett
‘‘A tremendous subject.”

—Liverpool Evening Post.
“The book is intriguing.”

—Armchair Science.
“Has interesting and credible 
theories to offer.”

—Manchester Evening News.
“Strongly recommended.”

—Psychology.

Cr. 8vo. 1^2 pp, 5s.

RIDER
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?
i^e heart, of Creation, and be numbered with the blessed company 
that have reached the place of its shining.
» There is much that is admirable in the precise information > 

given in this record in regard to matters on which the sources 
of instruction are not easily available. As an instance of this kind, 
the narrative of Waite’s connection with the Hermetic Order of 
the G.’.D,’. cuts out all possibility of misunderstanding or empty 
surmise.

"Mine it should be to follow the Quest of Truth, wheresoever 
it lead,” he resolved while still in his ’teens, and by a discipline 
which he imposed upon himself he refused to be enticed into 
any way of living which would have handicapped him in the 
pursuit of his quest. That early resolution governed the mode of 
life he adopted and maintained.

The seeker who sets himself with impassioned zeal to explore 
the tilings of the Arcane world perceives after the measure of his 
own capacity; some may be drawn in one direction, some in 
another. Arthur Waite’s explorations led him to range through 
every region of rite, symbolism and mystery. The list of his works 
is a witness to an untiring, insatiable urge to penetrate to the 
core of each and every quest that attracted and held him. It is 
indeed a noble legacy that he has left to the student of today and 
tomorrow. The sands of the desert of speculation, and the 
accumulation of rubbish encumbering the approaches to shrines 
of truth and beauty have been cleared away, at least for a time. 
With reference to the Secret Tradition in Freemasonry he writes : 
‘My exploration of texts and archives was also from year to year 

an unrelaxed search.” With a like sustained energy he prepared 
and edited the alchemical texts issued with the imprint of James 
Elliott and Co. from 1893 onwards. Referring to these he writes : 
"My work on the texts was done with a certain loving ctye, a 
biographical or critical memoir introducing each.” This collectlbn 

, of texts, including The Hermetic Museum and The Hermetic*  and 
Alchemical Writings of Paracelsus, involved an amount of labour 
which would equal the output of a lifetime for one of lesser ability. 
There can be no question that these volumes will b6 for ever 
prized by "those who love like me the strange boo 
Adepts”.

One further’illustration of Waite’s ardent q^j^g^inay be 
noted in connection with his enquiry into the Mytini^n of France*

i

'3
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BOOKS WE RECOMMEND
ON

NUMEROLOGY
r

Your Name and Your Number
GEORGE BRATLEY

With delineations of Hitler, Marconi, Mosley, Cromwell, Hindenburg, 
Napoleon, Mussolini, etc.

Howard Spring, in a full-page review in the Evening Standard, 
said : "I felt at once that an author capable of so precise a definition 
must be worth reading . . . book that interested me very much . . . 
delightful volume.” Crown 8vo. 222 pp. 5/-.

Numerology
Its Practical Application to Life
CLIFFORD W. CHEASLEY

In this little work the author presents Numerology in a course of 
lessons as a science of vibration that explains every expression of life.

Third Impression. F'cap. 8vo. 2/6.

r

r

Your Birthday Month and You
MARGARET BAILLIE-SAUNDERS

A novel system of character-reading.
"The author's theories are certainly novel.”—Public Opinion.
"The results of her studies will provide entertainment as well as in­

struction for readers. It is interesting to test the validity of the system 
as applied to one’s friends and neighbours.”—Cambridge News.

Large Crown 8vo. 3/6.

The Science of Numerology
r , WALTER B. GIBSON

After half an hour’s study the reader can begin his fascinating work 
with numbers. Crown 8vo. 177 pp. 3/6.

The Kabala of Numbers
“SEPHARIAL”

"Tht Kabala of Numbers is an astonishing book that takes you back, 
in spirit, even further than Homer or the Arabian Nights."—Manchester 
Guardian. Seventh Impression. Crown Svo. 288 pp. 5/-.

RIDER
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'in the eighteenth century: "Demand I must," he writes, "a 
obtain hidden knowledge of which I was in search." To gain 
this he hied him to Geneva, and having received the Grades he 
wSs after, the Rite was placed in his hands for the whole Britisir 
Empire ; "I hold the Warrant and Charter to this day," he adds.

To bring these few notes to an end, the final chapters of this 
wondrous chronicle give the conclusion of the whole matter so 
far as the author is concerned, and so far as he can impart his 
finding to another. It is this : "If we come back from any of our 
deeper searching saying est una solar res, or otherwise that God 
is and He only, we have brought our treasure with us : it is a title 
to fire Supernal Sanctuary.”

Numbers and Their Practical Application. By Isidore Kozminsky. 
, Rider. Price 3s. 6d.

Readers of Numbers, Their Meaning and Magic will welcome another book 
from ¿he pen of this well-known writer. It deals chiefly with the kab- 
balistic systems of numbers, and crammed into its pages is a variety of 
matter helpful to both the tyro and the more advanced student. For those 
merely looking for a simple way of entertaining others, there is a method 
of telling fortunes by dice and also by dominoes. Of greater interest is 
a novel and simple way of prophesying by numbers, synonymous with that 
side of astrology which is concerned with the resolving of questions, and 
a method of interpreting dreams using both numerology and astrology. 
The more serious-minded may find much food for thought in the chapters 
headed "The Master Abulafia” and "The Paths of the Kabala”. Alto­
gether, an interesting and instructive little book.

N.L.

¿Spiritualistic Experiences of a Lawyer. Two Worlds. Price 5s. 
A Lawyer adds his testimony to the mass of primary and veridical evidence 
which proves that the personality survives death.

After a careful review of his experiences connected with dreams, 
automatic w-ritings, table rappings, bilocation, psychic photography, 
trance sittings and direct voice, he contends that these phenomena are 
proved facts, otherwise all human evidence is worthless. '

G. W. E.
’ Z 

That Reminds Me. By Ernest W. Oaten. Two Worlds. Price 2s. £d.
An interesting collection of personal experiences previously recorded in 
The Two Worlds. »

Half a century’s investigation of psychic phenomena entitle him to 
contribute to the evidence of proving the intimate influence of the spiritual 
on the physical. f

G. W. E.
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< Darkness Over
“1
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I

Theodore /Ilion’s AMAZING book
Theodore lllion has visited an 
Occult Centre following the 
Left Hand Path, somewhere 
in Tibet. Here he tells his 
astounding story. 6s. net.

By the Author of "In Secret Tibet."

RIDER I

Rider

PERSONAL 
MEMOIRS OF

H. P. BLAVATSKY 
compiled by 

Mary K. Neff
"Here was a woman with 
incredible variety, with acu­
men, daring, bravado, will­
power, imagination enough 

«■tb become a legend, and her 
book is a feast of romance.

X . . .’’—Star.

SECOND THOUSAND
323 pp. lllus. 18s.

RIDER

EXTRAORDINARY BOOK BY
Sign'd Kaeyer 

“Greater World” says: ‘‘A 
remarkable book, describing visions 
of the world in travail, of future 
catastrophes arid subsequent re­
construction.” 3/6 net
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\Jfie name and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication,
o are required as evidence of bona fides, and must in every case--' 

accompany correspondence sent for insertion in the payyf of 
The Occult Review.—Ed.] - ■

To the Editor of The. Occult Review
Sir,—As a long-interested reader of The Occult Review I beg 
that I may be allowed to claim a little of your space. Miss 
Beatrice Hastings, through the medium of. a group called “The 
Friends of Madame Blavatsky”, has for some time now sought to 
repudiate the charges of fraud which have been levelled against 
that famous occultist. I hold the teachings of Id. P. B. in high 
esteem and heartily endorse the efforts that Miss Hastings is 
making. To come to the point, yet another rumour (?) which 
might have some bearing on the subject has come to my ears and 
which might warrant investigation. It has been said that the 
present owner of the house in Avenue Road where Madame 
Blavatsky used to live had certain interior alterations made before 
taking up residence. In the course of the operations the workmen 
are reported to have discovered secret panels and recesses hidden 
in the wainscot, and these are being linked up with the accusa­
tions against her honesty ! Now, since it is just as well that such 
rumours should be scotched at the outset, and since I hardly 
consider myself qualified to undertake such an investigation, 
I think that this is really a matter to which “The Friends of 

.■ n Madame Blavatsky” might direct their immediate attention.
After all, this is no canard that is dead and forgotten, but is live 
poison which is circulating at the present moment.

I send you the information direct as I feel sure you are in a 
better position than I am in presenting it to the right authorities.

Yours faithfully, 
ARTHUR S. BRAMWELL?’

■ /
(We certainly think that the information contained in the 

above should be carefully checked, and we are consequently 
sending a copy of this letter to “The Friends of Ma’dame Bla­
vatsky”.—Ed.)
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HON. RALPH eh

SHI
“THE MYSTERY OF THE HUMAN DOUBLE. 

The Hon. Ralph Shirley was the Founder and for 25 years 
'able Editor of “The Occult Review”. In this book he has 
gathered together all the cases of Astral Projection that have 
come to his notice and has endeavoured to formulate the 
laws which govern this phenomenon. Quite the most , 
authoritative book on the subject. RIDER.

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
not displayed, are accepted for 
this journal at the following 

rate :
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(8 words to the line)

ADDRESS :
OCCULT REVIEW

Paternoster House, London, E.C.4

A/TISS GLAIR, Clairvoyante, Psycho- 
1Y1metrl8t. Send worn article and 2/6.— 

8 Lawn Crescent, Kew Gardens, 
Surrey,

flCCULT. Winning Secrets—Stamped envelope. 
^Collins, Dip. L.L.C., 33 Westbourne Part/ 
Crescent, London, W.2.

ORIENTAL PSYCHO-ASTROLOGIST em- 
ploying both Eastern and Western methods 

will answer one question or character reading 
Free. State hour, date, place of birth and hour 
and date of writing.—Abdu-Rahman, 41 Pem- 
bridge Road, London, W.n.

TJRUNKENNESS CURED speedily, secretly, 
cheaply. Trial free.—Carlton Chemicals, 

610 Birmingham.

TTNOW yourself more thoroughly and become a 
■^greater character. Psychological help given 
through science of numbers.—Write, V.G.S., 1, 
Glebe Avenue, Woodford Green, Essex.
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GLANDS and SEX
Are properly functioning glands the secret of sex­
attraction ? Scientists are agreed that decline in 
power and virility in a man depends on the rate 
in which energy is “burned up”. Nervous de­
bility, lassitude, inability to concentrate, depres­
sion, physical and mental exhaustion, from what­
ever cause arising, are signs of a deficiency in the 
system of certain vital gland secretions. By 
stimulating your glands you can “put back the 
clock of too years” and achieve superabundant 
virility, a capacity for work and a joy in the 
companionship of the opposite sex such ns you 
have never before experienced. DO VIM (for Men) 
and DOVITE (for Women) Rejuvenation Tablets 
are a marvellous combination of the world’s finest 
and purest glandular extracts with certain precious 
herbal substances from the East. Their cost is 
very low. Write today for full particulars. Address: 
International Laboratories, Ltd., Dept. 435, 30-42, 
Smodloy Street, London, S.W.8.
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