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Some helpful Books on

S P I R I T U A L I S M

K A T H L E E N . B y R ev . Jo h n  L am ond, D.D.
In this book Dr. Lamond, who is a well known Scottish divine, has 

presented the case for Spiritualism and the many aspects of Psychic Science 
in a thorough and interesting manner. 6/- net.
T H E  W IT N E S S . By Je ssie  Platts.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle says of this book : "  The best I have read, 
and I have read a good many." 5/- net.
B E A R  W IT N E S S . By A K ing’s Counsel.

In this remarkable book a well-known King’s Counsel bears witness 
to the truth and validity of Spiritualism. The book consists of a number 
of messages from those who have already passed beyond the veil. They 
come from many different personalities—among others a Roman Catholic 
Priest, a great English Poet, and distinguished French Statesmen. 4/6 net.
T H E  KINGDOM  O F GOD and the pow er and the glory

By the R ev. G. Vale Owen 
In this volume the Rev. Vale Owen sets out to describe and com­

pare the relationship of life in the spiritual and material worlds. He 
traces the progress of man towards divinity and his ascent to God; he 
attempts to describe the actions ofGodintheirrelationshiptoman. 4/6net.
FA C T S  AND T H E  F U T U R E  L IF E .

By the Rev. G. Vale Owen. 
Mr. Vale Owen states his own position in regard to many of the 

questions that are being discussed by theologians on the relation of 
Christianity to Spiritualism. 4/6 net.
M Y L E T T E R S  FR O M  H EA V EN . B y W inifred G raham .

This book consists of automatic writings received by Miss Winifred 
Graham, the well-known authoress, from her late father. 4/6 net.

M O R E L E T T E R S  FR O M  H EA V EN . By W inifred G raham  
Miss Graham’s new volume—which has been inspired from "  Beyond 

the Veil "—contains messages of hope and cheer, and will undoubtedly 
prove helpful to those who have not yet realised the nearness of the 
other side. 4/6 net.
AU  R E  VOIR—N O T G O O D -B Y E B y W . A ppleyard, J .P .

In simple and direct manner the author tells the story of how he got 
into touch with his wife beyond the veil. It contains revelations and 
statements of a.remarkable nature, and it is interesting not only for the 
style in which it is written but because its contents add to our knowledge 
ol those who have passed over. 3/0 net.

HOW S P IR T S  CO M M U N ICATE. By the Rev. G. Vale Owen.
Uo” av t^0r¿Í!!tÍV-e W°Ik ° f deep interest which will be welcomed by

“  . 1/6 net.the Rev. Vale Owen’s numerous admirers.

Obtainable at all Booksellers and Libraries

HUTCHINSON
«  Co t P u b l u k c n i M l . .  34-36 ,  P a t e r „ o s U r  K o a ,  M C .4 X
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PRIVATE ARCANA—i 
OF ASTROLOGY

A  c o u r s e  o f  10 c o n f i d e n t i a l  le s s o n s  i n  M S S .— u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  b y  t h e  b e g i n n e r ,  y d  i n v a l u a b l e  

to  a d v a n c e d  s t u d e n t s — i n  C h e ir o 's  m e t h o d s  o f  d e l i n e a t i n g  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  f o r e c a s t i n g  e v e n ts . \ 

C h e ir o 's  f in a l  a n d  o n ly  c o m p le t e  r e v e la t io n  t F I V E  G U I N E A S •
THE SUPREME ART AND SCIENCE USED BY CHEIRO 
IN HIS AMAZING SUCCESSES CAN BE  YOURS!

O r d e r  n o w  o r  w r i t e  f o r  f r e e  d e s c r i p t iv e  b o o k le t  t o :

CHEIRO S PUBLICATIONS & SERVICES, 42, MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W C.l

H o w  t o  R e m e m b e r ,  S t u d y  a n d  P a s s  E x a m i n a t i o n s

PHYSICAL & MENTAL EFFICIENCY
Including A u to-S u g g estio n  JA M E S  P . S C O T T

2 1 -  N e t CONTENTS : 2 1 -  N e t
Preface. V. Instinct.
I- Introduction. V I. Habit.
I I .  Auto-Suggestion. V II . Memory.
I I I .  Physical Efficiency— Nerve System V III . Preparation for the Exam ination—

— The Brain—-The Eyes— Blood—  How to Study—Cram— Nervousness
Muscles— Breathing— Food— Cloth- — Exam inations and How to Pass
ing— Open Air— Fatigue— Rest—  Them — W ill.
Physical Exercise— Physical Rules. IX . Mental Efficiency as effecting Sales-

IV. Mental Efficiency— Consciousness—  manship.
Heredity— Environm ent. Index.

RIDER &  CO., P a te rn o ste r  Row, L ond on , E .C .4

THE B LA V A TSK Y  ASSOCIATION
T h e  ] a llo w in g  B o o k s  m a y  he o b ta in e d  P O S T  F R E E  o n  a p p lic a t io n  to  th e  H o n .

S e c r e ta r y , 2 6 , B e d f o r d  G a r d e n s , C a m p d e n  H i l l ,  L o n d o n ,  IT’ .8 .
• T h e se  b o o k s c a n  b e o b ta in e d fr o m  th e  “  H . P . B . "  L ib r a r y ,  V ic to r ia ,  B . C .

♦TH E VOICE O F T H E  S IL E N C E , by H . P . B lav atsk y . £ s. d.
Reprinted from the Original Edition, with Notes and Comments by 
A. L. Cleather and B . Crump. With an Autograph Inscription by the 
Tashi Lama, also a Postscript and Errata. Published under the 
auspices of the Chinese Buddhist Research Society, Peking. Paper _
cover 2 /6 . Cloth . 3 0

TH E M AHATM A L E T T E R S  TO  A .  P . S IN N E T T  . .  1 1 0
T H E L E T T E R S  O F H. P . B LA V A T SK Y  TO  A . P .

S I N N E T T .....................................................................................1 1 0
*H. P . BLA V A TSK Y, H ER  L IF E  AND W O RK FO R

H U M A N ITY. B y A . L . C leather . .  . .  . .  3 4
H. P . B LA V A T SK Y , AS I KN EW  H E R . B y A .L . C leather 3 4  
*H. P. BLA V A TSK Y , A G R EA T  B E T R A Y A L . B y A . L .

Cleather . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  t 1 8
•BUDDHISM, T H E SC IEN C E O F L IF E . B y A .L . C leather

and B asil C rum p . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  6  0
WAS SH E A CHARLATAN  ? A C ritical A nalysis of the  

1885 R eport of the Society for P sy ch ical R esearch  on 
the Phenom ena connected w ith M m e. H . P .
B lavatsky, by W illiam  K ingsland. P o st F ree  . .  1 8

T H E R EA L H. P . BLA V A TSK Y : A Study in Theosophy  
and a M em oir of a G reat Soul, by W illiam  Kingsland.
Cloth Demy 8v o ,p p . 336 and three p o rtra its . P o st free 16 O

g u a r a n t e e 0  t e x t u a l l y  a c c u r a t e  e d i t i o n s
of Mme. B lavatsky  s works can  also be procured to order.

A
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W o r k s  o n

S P I R I T U A L I S M

THE OPEN DOOR by Sulhayhas
THE SOUL’S JOURNEY by K amatini
THE RIDDLE OF SPIRITUALISM by E . Clephan Palmer
MATERIALISATIONS S o m e N o tes  on  E v id e n ce . by A. L awyer 
CRITICS OF THE CHRIST by T oye W arner-Staples, F .R .A .S . 
Answered by Spiritualism.
TELEPATHY & SPIRIT COMMUNICATION by L . M. B azett 
W ith  a Preface by Sir Frank Benson.
WHY WE SURVIVE by H . E rnest Hunt
THERE IS NO DEATH by F lorence M arryat
GONE WEST Three Narratives of After Death Experiences:

Communicated to  J .  S. M . W ard , B.A.
A SUBALTERN IN SPIRIT-LAND A Sequel to “ Gone West” : 

Transm itted through the mediumship of J .  S. M. W ard 
THE MORROW OF DEATH by " A m icus”
W ith  a Forew ord by Rev. G . Vale Owen.
ELIZABETH

A  record o f  conversations between a  w ife  in  the S p ir it  W o rld  and a  husband
o n  E arth .

THE PSYCHOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT OF MEDIUMSHIP
by H orace L eaf , F .R .G .S . 

LEAVES FROM A PSYCHIC NOTEBOOK by H . A  D allas 
W ith Prefatory Note by Sir O liver Lodge, F .R .S .

REALMS OF LIGHT AND HEALING
by M rs. Robotton and M rs. D oyle 

MASTER KEYS OF LIFE & DEATH by C apt. Carey, R .N . 
BEYOND THE GATES OF THE WEST 

“ U  a  M a n  D ie  . . . ? ”  by Re v . J .  C ampbell M urray, B.A.
THE SOUL OF JACK LONDON by E dward B iron Payne
“ AND WITH THE MORN . . by Robertson Ballard
THE “ EITHER—OR” OF SPIRITUALISM

by Mrs. St . C lair  Stobart
Thus saith “ CELPHRA ”

A Spirit Revelation through Frederick H. H aines, F.C .I.B . 
THROUGH THE MISTS Recorded for the Author by R . J .  L ees
THE LIFE ELYSIAN Recorded for the A uthor by R. J .  L ees
THE HOUSE OF WONDER.

A Romance of Psychic Healing, by E . M . S. 
FROM WORLDS UNSEEN by M . A ., B a ll C o ll . ,  O x o n .

W ith a Foreword by Sir O liver Lodge, F .R .S . 2/
FROM A LIVING DEAD MAN

___________  g th  im p r e s s io n . Written down by E lsa B arker
PSYCHIC SCIENCE by E mile Boirac
PSYCHICAL & SUPERNORMAL PHENOMENA

by D r . Paul Joire

3/6 
3/6 
2/6 
I /- 

4/6

2/6

2/6
3/6

31-

61-
2/-

*/-

61-
5/-

2/6
3/6

I/- 
5/- 
51-

61-

5/- 
51- 
5/-

3/6

4/6
7/6

7/6

RIDER & CO
P a t e r n o s t e r  R o w , 
L o n d o n  E . C . 4
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All Freem ason
< I b e  S p e c  L i h

C O N T E N T S  F O R  JA N U  
Boys, Past and Present 
The Assembly
The Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Fifteen Articles for “ Mayster Mason” 

T he new MASONIC ENCYCLO 
A n n u a l  S u b s c r ip t io n ,  8/8 p o s t  f r e e .  g.

Office: 1 Springfield Road, NW.8

s should take
i t i v e  / I D a s o i t
A R Y  A N D  A P R IL , 1929 

Arms of Freemasons 
Mark Masons and their Marks 
The English Constitution 
Durham Cathedral 
The Platonic Solids 

P .®D IA  is f r e e  to  su b scrib e rs .
- F o r e ig n .  S in g le  C o p y ,  2/2 p o s t  f r e t .

& Fowler’s, Ludgate Circus, E.C.4

P a lm is t ry , C la irvoyance , 
Psychom etry  

MADAME JEANE CAVENDISH
ad v ises on  a ll  m a tte r s  c o n n e c te d  
w ith  e v e r y  d a y  life , a n d  m a y  
b e in te rv ie w e d  d a ily  b e tw e e n  
11 a .m . an d  8  p .m .
C lien ts  m a y  b e  v is ite d  a t  th e ir  
ow n h o m es i f  d esired .
B A Z A A R S ,  P A R T I E S ,  A T  H O M E S  

a r r a n g e d  f o r .

2 , N E V E R N  R O A D ,  S . W . 5
K E L V I N  8 4 1 5 . (Near Earl’s Court Station)

MODERN ASTROLOGY
The Leading Magazine of it* kind.

One Shilling per month. Specimen copy 6d.

The Standard Astrological 
Text Books, 15/ - j a f i S M

[ ASTROLOGY FOR A LL. Simple and in­
structive, uo calculations.] CASTING THE HOROSCOPE : Full details 
with Ephemeris for 69 years.I HOW TO JUDGE A NATIVITY : Complete 
rule for judgments.

THE ART OF SYNTHESIS : Showing the 
relation between planets and consciousness. 

THE PROGRESSED HOROSCOPE : Show­
ing your tendeocies at a glance.

THE KEY TO YOUR OWN NATIVITY ! 
Showing you how to read your own horoscope. 

Postage 6d. only.
ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY : Showing the 

inner side of Astrology.j PRACTICAL ASTROLOGY : Alan Leo, 3/-. 
Postage 6d.

ASTROLOGICAL MANUALS : Pocket Sue,
j/-, a/6, 2/3.

BOOKS BY Mr«. LEO.
RAYS OF TRUTH, 3/-
ASTROLOGICAL ESSAYS, 5/-
THE LIFE AND WORK OF ALAN LEO, 6/-
THE ROMANCE OF THE STARS, 3/6
PLANETARY INFLUENCES, 2/-
These prices are net, (Postage 6d. per book extra

ASTROLOGICAL LESSONS 
CHARACTER DELINEATIONS. 

Please note Ike address and send direct to: —“ MODERN ASTROLOGY" OFFICE,
IMPERIAL BUILDINGS, 

LUDGATE CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C.4

M I R A C L E S  S T I L L  H A P P E N
The Suppressed Teachings of Moses 

and Jesus Show How to Change 
Sickness to Health, Poverty to 
Abundance, Failure to Success.

Write to  Vora B .  D u r a n d ,  
Spring Valley, Calif.

P .  S .  H E R U  - K A
4 9 , B e e c h m o n t  A v e n u e , 
H A N W E L L , L o n d o n , W -7  

Nativities calculated and readings given on 
health, marriage, financial prospects, etc. 
Any questions answered. Time, date and 
place of birth required. Maps from 15/6. 
Fees pre-pay able. Genuineness guaranteed.

T h e  p o p u l a r  S p i r i t u a l i s t  P a p e r  w i t h  th e  la r g e  c i r c u l a t i o n  i s

T H E  T W O  W O R L D S
A W eekly  Jo u rn a l devoted to the 

History, Phenomena, Philosophy and Teachings of
M O D E R N  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

(Founded 1887.) E d ite d  b y  E R N E S T  W . O A T E N .
P r i c e  T w o p e n c e .  P o s t  F r e e ,  2 Jd .

Subscription Kates : 12 months, 10/10 ; 6 months, 5/5 ; 3 months, 2/9.
We hold the Largest Stock of Books on Psychic 
and Spiritualistic Subjects Id the Kingdom.

“ T H E  T W O  W O R L D S ”  P U B L IS H IN G  C O M P A N Y , L T D .
18 CORPORATION STREET, MANCHESTER.
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T H E  O FFIC IA L  ORGAN 1 
OF

SP IR ITU A LISM

P R IC E  4 d . W EEKLY

m

“ Xtflbt ” — 3 ts Scope |  
an& ifrurpoge

N E A R L Y  fifty years ago L ight H 
was founded to proclaim the !§ 
reality of life after death as a ® 

fact in Nature, affirmed not only «  
by the religious instinct in mankind g  
and the visions and intuitions of !§ 
saints, seers and sages, but by S  
scientific investigation of psychical SI 
phenomena. gj

T his position it has firmly main' s| 
tained, and to-day it finds its justi' 
fication in the gradual growth of the ¡S 
idea amongst all classes, for Spirit- ® 
ualism and Psychical Research have is 
now become questions of the hour. n  

Beyond this central idea L ight II 
has no creed and is the organ of no IS 
school or cult. Its columns are open ¡g 
to free discussion of the many smaller i§ 
questions on which there are §  
differences of view— its only aim 
being, in the words of its motto, 
“ Light!  More L i g h t ! ”

It  deals with all the complex 
phenomena which surround its subject 
and presents a  philosophy explanatory 
of them— Clairvoyance, Telepathy, 
Hypnotism, Mediumship, and the 
general question of Spirit-communica­
tion and guidance from the Unseen 
World.

W R I T E  F O R  S P E C I M E N ,  

E N C L O S I N G  S T A M P

m

L o n d o n :
H U T C H IN S O N  &  C O . 

(Publishers), L T D .

—  R e a d y  T o - d a y  — —

TRU T H — 5  traight 
from the Shoulder

TH E DOCTOR LOOKS

AT MARRIAGE 
AND MEDICINE

I n  “  T h e  D o c to r  lo o ks a t  M a r r ia g e  a n d  
M e d ic i n e ”  th e  a u th o r  s tr ik e s  s tr a ig h t  

f r o m  th e  s h o u ld e r  a t  c a n t, hypocrisy a n d  
in d o le n c e , a n d  w ith  th e  tw in  w eapons o f  
c o u r a g e  a n d  k n m o lcd g c  h e  ta ckles a 
s u b je c t  too o fte n  le f t  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  
11 q u a c k s .”

D o c to r  C o l l in s ’ s book d e a ls  w ith  the 
d if f ic u lt ie s  o f  m o d e r n  l i fe ,  co n cern in g  
w h ic h  h is  lo n g  a n d  f r u i t f u l  ex p erien ce  ha s  
g iv e n  h im  th e  r ig h t  a n d  th e  1  A / C  
p o w e r  to sp e a k  w ith  a u th o r ity , l u j  U

NET
JOSEPH COLLINS, M.D.

D r. J A S T R O W ’S  book h a s  a  w id e  
a p p ea l b e c a u se  i t  is  a t  o n ce a  p r a c tic a l,  

s im p ly  w r it te n  g u id e .

K E E P I N G
MENTALLY

FIT
( A  G u id e  to e v e r y d a y  P sychology)  

by J o s e p h  J a s t r o w ,  P h . D L L . D .
r  J 7/6 n e t.

T h is  v o lu m e  is  w r it te n  f o r  the a v era g e  
m a n  a n d  w o m a n .

(| T h e  w ise  book t h a t  a l l  p a r e n ts  
h a v e  b een  w a it in g  f o r .

THE PSYCHOLOGY 
OF YOUTH

by Jessica C . Cosgraoe.
3 l 6 n et-

“ T h e  m o st s e n s ib le  a n d  u s e fu l  book o f  its  
k in d  th a t  th is  rev iesv er h a s  e v e r  r e a d . ’ —  

P u b l i s h e r s ' C ir c u l a r

THE PROBLEM  
OF PURITY

b y  V i o l e t  M .  F i r t h .  3/6 n et.

C o m p le te  c a ta lo g u e  n o w  r e a d y .

RIDER & CO.,
Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4
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(Orders posted to any address, w ith  giver's card 
enclosed if desired.)

“ RESPONDA ”
THE T A LK IN G  CARD A N D  PEN DULUM

For Messages from the Unknown, and 
Development of Telepathy.

This provides an easy means of personal 
investigation into the psychic. It is just a 
lettered card, and a pendulum so quickly 
responsive that results come even to those 
not considered to possess mediumistic faculty. 
Brings help and comfort to many, sitting 
alone in their own homes.

Mrs. K. B., Kensington, writes : “  Please 
send a ‘ Responda ’ to . . .1 who write have had 
wonderful results with it, and have told many.”

Heavy gilt-edged Bevelled Card with Pendu­
lum complete, post paid United Kingdom, 
3s. 8d.; Canada and U.S.A., $1.00 ; other 
countries, 4s. 3d. Also

“ RESPONDA LUMINOUS ”
A new form of “  Responda.**
Can be seen in the Dark !

This is the same in principle as the ordinary 
“  Responda,” but is self-luminous, and can 
be used in light, dusk, or complete darkness. 
It gives an indescribable sense of the psychic, 
and is an ideal form to aid development.

Mrs. N. de H. writes : “  I want to thank
you for your wonderful * Responda,’ which 
enables me to communicate every day with 
my beloved husband. Life is quite changed 
for me since I have it and I am deeply 
thankful for it. . . Please send a * Responda 
Luminous ’ to . . .  ”

Complete in case, post paid, borne, 15s. 6d.; 
colonies and abroad, 13s. 6d., or $4.50. (Please 
note Money Orders payable P.O. Chiswick, 
Bedford Park, London, W.4, Eng.)

Both obtainable from R.A.Robson. Dept.O.R., 
21 Fairfax Road, Chiswick, London, W.4. Eog.

OCCULT ASTROLOGY
The only true O C C U LT reading of horoscopes, 
showing the age of the soul, effects brought 
over from past lives, qualities, defects, faculties 
latent or expressed, tastes and adaptabilities 
freewill, destiny, etc.,given by C. R. STEWART 
(Author of T h é  L a w  o f  L o v é , etc.) the Unique 
Expert on O C C U LT ASTROLOGY.

Send Two Guineas with birth date, place 
and exact hour (or photograph), for full 

reading, to

C. R. S T E W A R T ,
2 9 , L ein ster T errace , W .2

A client writes: “ A delineation on one’s 
horoscope by C. R. Stewart is like a mirror 

held up to one’s soul.”

HELEN THE GREEK
W rite s  up y ou r form er

IN C A R N A T IO N  S T O R Y
from  P h o to g rap h  (snapshots preferred) and 
B ir th  d a te . O ccu lt and  M y s tic  lessons 
b y  corresp on d en ce. F e e s  5/6 6 -  10/6. 
Address: “ H elen,” c/o O ccu lt R n ic w ,
Paternoster House, E.C.4._______________

K E I R O
(late of R egent Street. SO Years)

A u t h o r  o f  "  P r a c t ic a l  P a l m i s t r y ."  
CLAIRVOYANCE, CRYSTAL, Etc. 

Lessons in Hypnosis, etc.
Interview« daily at

The M Ashrama,” 45, Lancaster Gate, W.2
PURE ROCK CRYSTALS FOR SALE

'P h o n e :  P a d d in e  to n  4908

SEND FOR THEM NOW
Published at 2/6 each, Offered at 1/6 each, post free .

Signs, Omens &  Superstitions
and

Fortunes Dreams
by

ASTRA CIELO
The former gives particulars o f popular superstitions, lucky and 

unlucky days, signs o f  good or bad luck, omens, etc., etc.

T h e  latter is a practical manual o f  fortune-telling, divination, 
and interpretation o f dreams, signs and omens.

Send, your Order with remittance to :

“ O ccult Review ,”
34» Paternoster Row , London, E .C 4 .



The P R O JE C T IO N  of the

A stral Body
b y  Sylvan J. Muldoon &

Hereward Carrington

F r o m  the F o rew o rd

l  am  w ell aw are o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  one m u st first exp erience conscious 
a s tra l p ro je c tio n  b e fo re  h e  ca n  b e liev e  in  it , and  I  confess th a t  I  should 
n o t  a c c e p t i t  as tru e  m yself, perhap s, had  I  n o t exp erienced  i t  and 
k n o w  i t  to  b e  tru e . T h e  scep tic  say s, T  w an t th e  proof, th e  ob jectiv e  
proof, th en  I  w ill be liev e  i t ! ”

A nd th e  p ro je c to r  rep lies, " Y o u  can n o t hav e o b je c tiv e  proof. You 
m u st e x p e r ie n c e  i t ,  th en  you w ill hav e th e  p ro o f.” T h e  argu m ent th a t 
th e  p ro je c to r  ca n n o t p ro v e  to  th e  sce p tic  th a t  i t  is n o t a  dream  is of no 
a v a i l ; fo r n e ith e r  ca n  th e  sce p tic  p rove to  th e  p ro je c to r  th a t  it  is  a 
dream . T h u s, a rg u m en t is  useless— as useless as argu ing th e  m a tte r  of 
a  f irst cau se o r a  la s t  e ffec t 1

I  stand  on a  c lea r-cu t issue. I  sa y  e x p e r ie n c e  i t . "  T h e  proof of th e  
pudding is th e  ea tin g  I ”  I  hav e n o t  tried  to  co n cea l an y th in g  nor re­
sorted  to  pseu do-argu m ents a b o u t th e  "  dangers ” involved, w hich is 
a  com m on c h a ra c te r is t ic  of m o st w riters on th is  su b je c t . I  hav e given 
th e  specific m ethods for b rin g in g  a b o u t th e  p ro je c tio n  o f th e  astra l 
bo d y , as I  know  th em , and  I  am  w illing  to  hav e th e  tru th  of m y 
sta te m e n ts  judged sq u are ly  b y  th e  resu lts ob ta in ed  throu gh  th e  prac­
t ic e  of th ese  m ethods. Y o u  w an t proof, and  I  sa y  you ca n  hav e i t—  
b u t you  m u st e x p e r ie n c e  it . Y o u  w a n t to  know  h o w  you can  experience 
i t ,  and I  te ll you how  to  go a b o u t i t .  I  can  do no m ore.

D o n o t tr y  to  ju d ge th e  book b y  reaso n  alon e. Ju d g e  i t  b y  e x ­
perim ent. I  w ant no one to  a cce p t m y w ord for w hat I  hav e w ritten . 
I  say — e x p e r ie n c e  i t ! Follow  th e  formulae and ju d g e th e  m erits  o f  m y 
sta tem en ts a fterw ards. T h a t  is th e  t im e  to  ju d g e— a fte iw a r d s ;  n o t i n  
ad vance 1

W it h  i 2  sp ecia lly  selected  illu s tr a tio n s , 1 8 /- net

Prospectus on application
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E D I T O R I A L

ALTHOUGH the first impression of a visitor from a loftier sphere 
to this material world might well be that it is a place of sorrow, 
over which to weep compassionate tears, a more intimate acquaint­
ance with the inner life of the inhabitants of this planet would 
reveal a far more promising state of affairs than is apparent on 
a casual glance. The keynote of the day undoubtedly is turmoil 
and unrest, dissatisfaction, and sometimes despair ; sometimes a 
desperate clinging to beliefs and customs which have long out­
worn their usefulness ; sometimes an equally desperate rebellion 
against any form of belief in religious or spiritual realities. Yet 
at the same time the earnest questing of the human soul for some 
certitude with regard to the deeper issues of life, some realisation 
of the vital significance of human existence and its manifold 
vicissitudes, was surely never more active and insistent. It is 
all very well for the cynic to point with derision to the multitude 
of hypotheses and conjectures with which man has sought to solve
the riddle of his own existence, only to abandon them as one after
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another they have failed him and left him doubting still. These 
abortive attempts of the human intellect to set a boundary to 
infinitude, and to compass the eternal, while they may be regarded, 
from the lower point of view, as testimonies to man’s failure, 
are nevertheless, from the higher standpoint, witnesses to the 
unquenchable Spirit which urges the race along the path of 
evolution to that “ far-off, divine event to_ which the whole 
Creation moves.”

Lord of creation man may fancy he is, though the eyes of his 
soul are yet like those of the new-born babe, unawakened to the 
glory which is awaiting him when once the latent powers of the 
Spirit become unfolded. Until that time the race in general will 
continue to grope and chafe within its darkness and limitations ; 
the material mind will continue to puzzle over the mystery of its 
own being, and to be sceptical of the message of the enlightened 
ones who from time to time endeavour to tell him that the Truth, 
in comparison with his present state of awareness, is as the noon­
day sun to darkness. Yet, in spite of the inadequacy of the words 
of the inspired Messengers, the sense of something too sublime for 
merely human speech to capture lives for ever in the sayings 
of the Teachers of humanity, and gives them a power which 
nothing may ultimately withstand, for the Spirit of the Highest 
breathes through them. The aphorisms of the sages and saviours 
of the world will live for ever, true for all time, and independent 
of the logic of the lower mind. Until mankind becomes one 
with the Truth of which the teachings are the outer shadow, the 
restless search amidst the mazes of illusion must continue. But 
the intensity of the seeking is less a matter for grief or derision 
than it is for thankfulness and rejoicing. It is a sign that the 
Spirit is stirring within the souls of men.

How deep and sincere is that striving of the inner life of 
MAN’s humanity to-day for fullness of expression is

unconscious evidenced most startlingly in a “ guide to the 
quest modern Tower of Babel,” which is a review of 

the modem “ isms ” of the Western world, 
penetratingly if somewhat satirically analysed and considered by 
an enterprising American author, Mr. Charles W. Ferguson, 
who has gathered them together in a volume which has just been 
published on both sides of the Atlantic, Messrs. Heinemann 
being responsible for the English edition. The title of the book 
is T h e  C o n fu s io n  o f  T on g u es, and the price is 12s. 6d. Typical of 
the spirit of amused tolerance with which the author surveys his
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chosen field is the following passage, a portion of his introductory 
paragraph in the section dealing with the strange sect of Menno- 
nites— “ by long odds the queerest of the lot.”

“ The Quakers are always commonplace,” he says, “  when 
one gets to know them, but the Mennonites never are. The 
Holy Rollers are theatrical, the Mennonites are a permanent ex­
hibit. The Dukhobors withdraw from the haunts of men, the 
Mennonites live among us and are never known even by those 
outsiders who associate with them most frequently. Occultists 
are a worldly lot, followers of eerie and creepy things ; the Men­
nonites are in the world but not of it, sojourned for a time upon 
this planet but only waiting for the summons to the world above. 
And whereas occultists take this planet as a matter of course, as 
a logical junction and stop-over on the endless route to higher 
things, the Mennonites regard it as a mere Siberia to be 
endured until they are gathered up into everlasting glory.”

To the type of mind which is intolerant of criticism, much of 
the value of the author’s study will be lost; for the intellect which 
is so inextricably woven with the personality as to make the 
impersonal judgment of values an impossibility, can scarcely 
hope to rise to the heights where the whole domain may be viewed 
in proper perspective as one vast unity. Each of these strange 
cults, occultism not excepted, is an expression of some phase of 
the deeper life which wells up unbidden and often irresistibly 
from the hidden places of the soul. Each in its own way is a 
witness to the fact that man is as yet imperfect, incomplete ; 
half animal, half divine ; whose slow and strenuous upward 
struggle must inevitably entail sorrow and suffering until the 
myriad rays and reflections isolated in the creeds and “ isms ” 
shall be merged in the one great Light which is behind them all.

THE AGE 

OF FAITH

As Mr. Ferguson justly points out, “  the truth is that the 
whole world is simply teeming with faith— that 
marked credulity that accompanies periods of 
great religious awakening and seems to be with us 

(Americans— Ed!.) a permanent state of mind. B y no stretch 
of the vocabulary could our age be called an age of doubt ; it is 
rather an age of incredible faith, and I believe even a casual 
study of the Liberal Catholics, the Russellites, the Theosophists, 
the New Thoughters, or any of the rest, will bring this fact into 
relief. The student of either society or religion could do no better 
than to junk his texts for a year and read sedulously the literature 
of odd religions ; he will gain at first hand an experimental know-



76 T H E  O C C U L T  R E V IE W

ledge of human behaviour that can never be acquired by the most 
painstaking research into the practices of primitive people. 
And in the cults, active, malignant, naive, aggressive, and 
propagandists enough to say frankly what they believe and 
practise— he will find more raw stuff than he could find in years 
of patient study in anthropology.”

So far it is possible heartily to concur. Religion has its roots 
in human nature. Yet the informing life, of which it is the 
efflorescence, must not be overlooked.

Our author continues :

"  It is in the babble of isms that religious life best expresses 
itself, for here the people have expressed their discontent with 
standard forms of religion and taken the reins in their own hands. 
In short, the isms represent democracy and its disintegrating 
influences at work in the orthodox religion of our day. Here we 
find the true temper of the people, for their allegiance has been 
given voluntarily. We find the genuinely religious type of 
mind, not in the orthodox churches, but rather in the cults ; the 
willingness to break with home and old alignments signalises the 
true faith in the spiritual mirage. The cults stand for creative 
religion in the hands of the people.”

Whether Mr. Ferguson intends to confine his allusion to “ the 
spiritual mirage,” merely to the contents of the various cults 
and isms, or to apply it to the aim and object of religion in general 
is not quite clear. In any case, an emphatic protest against the 
use of the phrase in this connection appears to be called for. The 
juxtaposition of the two words “  spiritual ”  and “ mirage ’ 
scarcely makes sense. In so far as anything is spiritual it partakes 
of reality, and in that degree is removed from the condition of 
being a mirage. If the intention is to apply it to the vagaries of 
the religious fantasy, then it may be a mirage ; but then it also 
ceases to be spiritual. All god-realised beings have given the 
same message in regard to spiritual questions. The only difference 
has been in the suiting of the outer form to the time and circum­
stances of the revelation.

Penetrating and frequently almost brilliant as are the author’s 
essays on contemporary cults, it must be confessed that he shines 
east when he comes to hazard a guess as to the meaning of them 
a ‘ rue> conclusions exhibit a keen insight into the workings 
o uman nature , but they make too little allowance for that 
tactor which is beyond the scope of the purely human. It is
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impossible to account for the great spiritual leaders of the race 
in terms of simple human nature. The divinity which makes 
them live in the hearts and minds of millions to this day is suf­
ficient witness to the reality of that Something which is beyond 
the reach of the normal human consciousness.

What our author thinks of occultism and occultists in general

i
f
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vision. In the case of Mr. Krishnamurti, we have still, apparently, 
to wait for that manifestation of spiritual force which character­
ised so strikingly the ministry of the Master Jesus— a compassion 
so strong and tender that it swept everything before it in its 
flood ; a love that drew the whole of the world, and continues to 
do so to this day, no matter what the outward form of worship 
may be. It is for the Living Waters that the arid world is 
thirsting. Whether they come through Krishnamurti or any 
other matters less than that the hearts of men be satisfied.

TH E COMING OF 

V IV E K A N A N D A

In his appraisement of the yogis who have honoured the 
American continent with their attentions, the sympathies of 
Mr. Ferguson are preponderantly with the great Swami Vive- 
kananda, whom the late Professor William James, the famous 
psychologist and author of The Varieties of Religious Experience, 
did not disdain to address as "  Master.”  To read once more 

the account of the coming of this stranger from 
the East to the World’s Fair at Chicago, where 
he arrived friendless and without a place to go 

to, and unaccredited as a delegate to the Parliament of Religions 
through lack of the requisite credentials ; how he tried, in what 
is reputed to be the most evil city in the world, to beg his food 
after the fashion of the holy men of India ; how he sat unmoved 
and absorbed in meditation amidst a crowd of exuberant cowboys 
who shot up the earth around him— these and similar episodes 
recounted in the book under consideration bring back memories 
of an epoch-making time for Western religious thought. For 
although, as our author reminds us, the Christians would have none 
of him, and the Theosophists fought him, “  he left an impression 
on the continent not to be discounted by anyone.” He was, 
indeed, the evangel of the Orient, a worthy chela of a wonderful 
Master, Shri Ramakrishna.

“ He brought out of the East rich gifts, this one wise man. 
It will not be forgotten that the New Thought had begun to 
spread among the middle classes by this time, or that Christian 
Science was represented at the Parliament of Religions, or that 
Unitarianism had grown somewhat respectable. Swami Vive- 
kananda gave a tremendous impetus to all these movements 
and to the humanistic emphasis in theology, for the one dogma 
which he brought was the one we were most ready to welcome, 
and that was the divinity of man. He was the spirit of the new 
theology, for if we simmer all the modernistic and New thought 
concoction down to its base, we find there nothing more than the
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YOGANANDA 

AND YOGODA

simple idea that man is not the worm that the old theology said 
he was.”

After Vivekananda set the fashion, a horde of lesser figures 
overran the country, several having no claim to the Eastern 
title at all. In the days of Vivekananda, it appears, a notorious 
New York atheist, Madame Marie Louise, embraced Hinduism 
and styled herself thereafter “ Swami Abhayandanda.” Peter 
Falkner, a base-ball professional, became “ Oom Omnipotent.” 
A New York journalist became a member of Vivekananda’s 
order and was named Swami Pripananda, and William Walker 
Atkinson has signed his works on Hatha Yoga with the name of 
Yogi Ramacharaka.

So far as America is concerned, the mantle of Vivekananda 
appears to have fallen on the shoulders of Swami 
Yogananda, who made his first appearance in 
the United States when he went to attend the 

International Congress of Religions at Boston in 1920. His 
following to-day is said to number some twenty thousand earnest 
students, with centres in eight of the leading American cities. 
Among the names of his patrons are those of Amelita Galli-Curci, 
the late Luther Burbank, and lesser lights who signify little out­
side their own country. The basis of his “  Yogoda ” system 
appears to be the awakening and control of the mystic serpent- 
power.

Despite the eagerness of the public, there is apparently little 
to satisfy the scandalmongers, the worst that can be urged 
against him being a dubious concession to American methods 
and practices in the teaching of Oriental mysteries. “  I do not 
mean to speak disrespectfully of him,” writes Mr. Ferguson, 
"  I mean only to suggest that he is a grotesquery who deserves 
the admiration of the business man and the contempt of the 
liberal, because he has put Hinduism over in the land of Gary 
and Ford.”

Strangely enough, however, the business acumen which sits 
so ungracefully on the shoulders of Swami Yogananda, appears 
to fit like a well-cut mantle on the form of Aimée Semple Mc­
Pherson, the revivalist, for whom our author has nothing but 
praise. " The Maid of Angelus,”  he styles her, in the heading of 
the section devoted to a sketch of her work. “  Aimée,” he con­
cludes, “ may be a financier, but she is something more ; she is a 
financier of spiritual ideas, custodian of sacred experiences, an 
oracle of health and happiness.”  Perhaps. “  Perhaps she is not
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without guile,”  Mr. Ferguson ventures, with some reluctance, “ and 
possibly she has an eye to the material.”  The measure of that 
possibility must be a matter for individual judgment. In any 
case, commercialism in religion befits no more the Western than 
it does the Eastern apostle. They why convey what, at best, 
are invidious distinctions ?

G R A CE AN D  

EVA N G ELISM

It behoves all earnest seekers after true spirituality to beware 
of confusing the manifestations of mass hypnotism 
with the outpouring of divine Grace. The 
effects of mass conversion are too frequently 

ephemeral. That the vast evangelical organisations serve a 
purpose in the religious world no one would deny ; but there is a 
danger lest the fact be overlooked that the Founders of the great 
religions themselves were neither stage-managers, keen business 
men, nor organisers. Not for them the glare of the footlights, 
whatever their followers may do along such lines. Jesus led a 
life of comparative seclusion— a physical necessity if the delicate 
link between the highest plane and most dense material world 
is to be efficiently maintained.

In a very real sense the great spiritual Teachers work behind 
the scenes. B y way of illustration, it is only necessary to recall 
the case alluded to above— that of Vivekananda and Shri 
Ramakrishna. It was Ramakrishna who was the inspiration of 
Swami Vivekananda— Ramakrishna, who spent the greater part 
of his life in contemplation— Ramakrishna, who imparted spiritu­
ality to his disciples as positively as an electrical charge may be 
imparted to a wire. Ramakrishna himself had no need to stand 
in the public gaze. Vivekananda was proud to claim him as his 
Master, even as others have been unashamed to acknowledge 
a similar relationship with Vivekananda himself. So it ever is. 
Vivekananda carried the message of Ramakrishna, much in the 
same way as Paul carried the message of Christ. That at the 
appointed time the world is destined to experience a further 
revelation of the Divine, many things indicate. When that 
day arrives, it is safe to say that it will be the intimate disciples 
rather than the Avatar Himself who will stand in the light of 
publicity. When such tremendous potencies are in question, 
it is difficult to realise that their very contact with the 
physical plane is sufficient to affect the whole incarnate race. 
Is it to be supposed that the average spiritually unawakened person 
could withstand for long the intense vibrations of the aura of 
such an exceptional being? The auras of far less spiritually
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potent followers of the Great Ones have been known to react with 
queer discomfort upon others still less advanced, and out of tune.

Our author finds several reasons for the existence of this 
profusion of “ oddity in religion,” “ For one thing,” he says, " the 
cults offer to do something that the regular churches make no 
pretence of doing, and they offer to do what they do painlessly and 
quickly. They will solve any problem overnight, and the results 
are practically guaranteed. . . . They have addressed themselves 
to the actual and not to the imaginary problems and desires of 
the American public. The New Thought, with its constant 
thought of prosperity, its opulent-consciousness, its belief in 
the limitless possibilities of the individual, is simply American 
psychology on dress parade. No religion is big enough to hold 
the aspirations of the New Thought. Its hopes exceed those of 
any orthodox belief; the result is that it breaks with tradition 
and stands upon its own adequate bottom.”

Other cults, which make claims to special healing power, 
have, of course, their own particular appeal to the sick and 
suffering.

Another potent factor making for success is the claim that 
Ch r is t ia n  t îe great enemies, Science and Religion, have, in 

s c i e n c e  a n y  Partieular system, at last been reconciled.
“ Christian Science has gained much of its reputa­

tion by sheer weight of its name. It merges in a single term 
two concepts which are generally held to be antithetical. The 
New Thought is on the best of terms with what it chooses to call 
science, and Theosophy is bedfellow to science ‘ rightly under­
stood.’ There may be as much temporising on the part of all 
these cults as there is among the evangelicals, but the position 
taken serves a better purpose. As long as any body can con­
vince its believers in this day that its faith embraces both religion 
and science, that faith has a following.”

The tendency of other sects, again, is definitely reactionary, 
especially the evangelical movements like Russellism, the Ana­
baptists, the Foursquare Gospel, the Mennonites, etc. Mr. 
Ferguson would even class spiritualism under this heading.

“ Spiritualism,” he says, "  stands psychologically alone, 
though its progress springs largely from reaction. The voice of 
the Church on immortality has grown either thin and rasping 
with'threats of hell, or soft, persuasive, and unauthoritative with 
its tender promises and its doubtful assurances that we live in 
a reasonable universe. But here is Spiritualism proclaiming,
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and, to all practical appearances, demonstrating, the indestructa- 
bility of personality. Is it any wonder that Spiritualism has 
spread like wildfire, leaping oceans and kindling faith in every 
land ? ”

T H E  R ELIG IO N  

O F ATH EISM

The most fervent and evangelical cult in America to-day, 
however, if we are to believe Mr. Ferguson, is 
Atheism. It rivals any other sect, he maintains, 
in the religiosity of its programme, parallels 

in detail the growth of other sects, “  and has the advantage of 
being sufficiently exaggerated and egregious to offer materials 
for a rare case-study in pathology.” In this apparent contradic­
tion we see an outlet for emotional fervour which, for some, is 
as satisfactory a mode of self-expression as through orthodox 
channels. “  When a man has learned to keep his religion to 
himself, he is much too civilised to join the chorus of a bunch of 
puerile ‘ damned souls,’ who want to take ‘ In God we Trust ’ 
off the coins of the American Republic. The true Atheist, if 
he were worth his salt, would not give a tinker’s damn about the 
liberation of humanity. Nor would it make the slightest dif­
ference to him whether the beast of religion were ever killed or 
not.”

Precisely. Man does not know his own Self. He will remain 
a being of contradictions until he has come into his own. To 
tell him just now that he is asleep is to cause him to regard the 
assertion as that of a madman. Yet the very meaning of all 
this welter of weird beliefs is only so much fermentation of the 
lower mind under the stimulus of the indwelling and as yet 
unrealised Spirit. The crown of human consciousness is union 
with God. Every lesser thing subserves the one great purpose. 
To the short-sighted the world to-day presents a pitiable spectacle. 
But its very excesses betray the possibility of a great awakening, 
a recrudescence of true religion upon a higher level than has 
ever been known before. To those whose hearts are breaking 
with the strain of the apparent futility of things ; to the soul 
which is bewildered by the din of our modern Babel, comes the 
faint whisper from the inner Sanctuary, that these things shall 
one day cease to be ; for the veil shall be lifted from the eyes of 
the beholder, and he shall see the separated, struggling souls of 
his fellow men as so many shadows cast on the veil of maya by 
the Light of God, Who is all and in all, and without Whom true 
life is not.

THE EDITOR.



THE ETHER AND SPIRITUAL 
SCIENCE
By TUDOR A. MORGAN

SPIRITUAL Science is in its present undeveloped state largely 
because its exponents have feared to depart from the domains of 
physical science. The resultant compromise has had a stulti­
fying effect which cannot be removed until it is realised that 
Ether is not Spirit.

On the one hand ether is called the vehicle of thought; on 
the other it is regarded as the substance of the spirit body. As 
the vehicle of thought it must be an atmosphere ; as the stuff of 
the spirit body it is essentially substance. This is an absurdity ; 
it cannot be both. From what can be gathered from physical 
science, the ether serves in the capacity of an atmosphere. The 
earth derives heat from the sun, but the ether is cold ; mankind 
receives light, but the ether is dark ; sound is broadcast, but the 
ether is silent; electrons move at terrific speeds in their orbits, 
but the ether is immobile. It seems that the ether is the perfect 
medium for all forms of motion because it has no motion of itself. 
This does not preclude the supposition that the motion which is 
matter derives its energy from, or via, the ether.

Sir Oliver Lodge believes that in the ether is to be found the 
key to all spiritual problems, while Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
in his Vital Message, suggests that “  if all that is visible of that 
body were removed, there would still remain a complete and 
absolute mould of the body, formed in bound ether which would 
be different from the ether around it.” (Page 83.) This, with­
out doubt, is true, but the inference is not necessarily that this 
form would be the spiritual body.

The ether within the body is ‘ bound ’ by the motion of the 
electrons within the atoms, of the atoms within the molecules, of 
the molecules themselves. Without the ether such motion is 
not conceivably possible. During life the spirit may leave the 
body during sleep. The bound ether cannot. At death the 
spirit leaves the body, but the body remains intact. At first only 
the organs are stilled, and thus a portion of the tension on the 
bound ether is removed. With the dwindling of molecular 
and atomic motion more bound ether is released to the undifferen-
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tiated mass until, finally, the body is reduced to its inorganic 
elements, but the atoms of these elements must still contain their 
portion of bound ether.

Ether, then, is within the domains of physical science, and 
should be recognised as the atmospheric medium of matter, and 
so far as spiritual science is concerned, represents the connecting- 
link between matter and whatever more refined substance may 
exist, and nothing more. Psychic research has discovered that 
a state of substance exists which is normally invisible but may 
enter into combination with matter and thus become visible. 
This substance has been called ectoplasm.

Substance is essentially motion, points of motion in orbital 
movement around centres of motion, and as the substance ecto­
plasm is able to combine with matter, their mutual modes of 
motion must be harmonious, the harmony arising from the 
similarity. What objection, therefore, can be raised to the 
working hypothesis that ectoplasm is a refined degree of the one 
universal substance, having its own protons, electrons and ether ? 
Ectoplasm occupies the relationship to matter signified by 
‘ astral ’ in occultism and theosophy, and by the substance of 
Swedenborg’s ‘ limbus,’ the substance of the ‘ thought-form ’ 
spoken of in spiritualism. Ectoplasm, then, is distinctly not 
what is recognised by occult and biblical students as the spiritual 
body. We may therefore complete the triad by the postulate 
of spirit substance, the finest, most rarefied degree of the universal 
substance.

The proposition is that there are three degrees of substance 
in descending grades of refinement, spirit, ectoplasm and matter. 
The atom of each degree of substance is formed by electrons in 
orbital movement around their protons and suspended in an 
etheric atmosphere. The sole difference between the atoms of 
each degree is the rate of orbital movement and the rotary speed 
of the particles themselves. The atmospheres may conveniently 
be termed spiritual ether, auric ether, and ether. Each atmos­
phere is of a density consonant with the rate of motion of the 
particles it suspends and binds together as atoms.

Psychic Research teaches us that the three degrees of sub­
stance are discrete, continuous, interacting and interpenetrable. 
The suggested hypothesis must meet these and all other tests. 
Geometrical knowledge tells us that, in imagination, all forms 
arise from a point. As the proposition laid down is modelled 
upon Swedenborg’s system, I refer to his Cosmogony, in which he
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bridges the step from infinite to finite by a point, not an entity, 
but a point of pure motion— the power of the Divine Love be­
coming kinetic. B y a spiral motion of the points a field of motion, 
an atmosphere, is formed, out of which arise first passives, then 
actives, which run out into spatial relations. Interaction between 
the three results in the formation of atoms of substance.

Science has not been generous in its acknowledgment of 
Swedenborg’s genius, yet we have but to substitute the modern 
terms of protons, electrons and ether for passives, actives and 
field of motion, to see what a clear insight the Swedish seer had. 
The first substance formed from the points of motion is spirit 
substance. The next step is the formation of ectoplasm. The 
electrons of spirit substance are the points of motion of ectoplasm. 
Being of less intensity than the original points of motion direct 
from the Divine Love, the electrons of spirit substance produce 
a field of motion, or ether of a lesser density. Hence, the protons 
and electrons of ectoplasm move at considerably less speed, and 
the resultant substance is grosser than the spirit substance which 
gave it birth. The process is repeated in the formation of matter, 
a still more gross form of substance owing its origin to the spiral 
motion of the electrons of ectoplasm.

The connecting link between these degrees of substance is 
that the proton of spirit substance, while exerting its power of 
attraction upon its own electrons, is actually exercising its 
influence upon the points of motion of ectoplasm, thus holding 
that degree firmly to it. Similarly ectoplasm maintains an 
attractive hold upon matter. Continuity is essentially included 
by virtue of the method of creation and, further, having originated 
in points, each degree is capable of resolution into points, even 
back to the original points direct from the Divine Love. Dis­
creteness is provided by the ethers. The ether within the orbits 
of the electrons is bound, becomes compressed and of greater 
density. Thus the atoms move with perfect independence 
through the great mass of ether which bears the waves set up by 
electrons of the higher degree of substance which energises the 
atoms of the lower. Discreteness is also provided by the differing 
rates of motion of the particles of each degree.

All forms, whether organic or inorganic, are of this tripartite 
nature. Any disturbance which causes a flying off and reorganising 
of electrons of one degree of substance is immediately com­
municated to the other two, so that they, too, enter into the 
new combination caused by the disturbance to one degree. For
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instance, any chemical action, a thought, and emotion; each 
of these manifestations occurs upon a different plane, in a different 
degree of substance, yet the chemical action produces a similar 
change in the atoms of ectoplasm and spirit substance as in 
the atom of matter. Similarly a thought, generated in ectoplasm, 
affects both spirit and m atter; and emotion, the product of 
a spiritual disturbance, is felt in ectoplasm and matter, in mind 
and body.

The function of the limbus, or ectoplasmic body is, prin­
cipally, to bridge the gap between spirit and matter, to reduce 
the rate of vibration of an efferent spiritual impulse so that it 
enters the mind and brain as an afferent impulse consonant 
in rate of vibration with that of the organ. Similarly, an 
aspiration from the physical towards the spiritual will be lifted, 
through the intellectual limbus, to the spiritual mind.

We owe a debt to mediums for the phenomenon of material­
isation. They have shown us that within the body is sufficient 
ectoplasm to clothe an adult spirit. The mediumistic gift 
lies, of course, in the capability of extruding a portion of the 
limbus in combination with matter. The surgeon’s knife and 
the scientist’s microscope reveal no trace of this substance, 
so we conclude that it is invisible but capable of attaching to 
itself enough atoms of matter to render it visible and solid. 
Materialisation phenomena present remarkable instances of 
the interaction of spirit, ectoplasm and matter, and the principles 
involved would be of great use to science in its attempt to explain 
the workings of the process of evolution. A further illustration 
of the interaction and also the interpenetrability is provided 
by " apports,”  involving the dematerialisation and subsequent 
rematerialisation of a material object. This I described fully in 
the O c c u l t  R e v i e w  recently.

In a contemporary journal, I endeavoured to show that the 
possession of three bodies necessitates a simultaneous existence 
in three differing states of being, and three minds each concerned 
with the conditions of its own state. The physical mind attends 
to sensory matters o n ly; the mind of the limbus is purely 
intellectual; the mind of the spirit-body receives intuitive 
knowledge, attends to emotional and character aspects, and 
oversees the working of the whole. Although a theoretical 
dissection of the activities of the mind of man is possible, in 
actual existence the minds act as one. For instance, only on 
rare occasions can the physical mind deal with the ever-widening
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conditions affecting the body without drawing upon the intellect, 
which, in its turn, depends upon the physical mind for the basis 
of its thoughts. The spiritual mind can only control emotions, 
regulate character, make use of intuitive knowledge received, 
through the activities of its subordinate degrees.

Many of the intricacies produced by the postulate of a sub­
conscious mind may be unravelled by this hypothesis. The 
field offered by dreams affords a fruitful quest. Dreams may 
be separated, roughly, into two categories— those provoked 
by the physical mind and those inspired by and through the 
spiritual mind. The mind of the limbus may be described as the 
common meeting-ground.

The lower order of dreams, excluding the type for which 
explanations can readily be found, may well be compared with 
pseudo automatic writing. The constraint of self-consciousness 
is removed and the creative aspirations of the individual are 
released, finding expression in writing or in a series of dramatic 
scenes actually created by the dreamer in the substance of the 
thought-world and seen through the eyes of the limbus.

Imagination may be placed in the same category. It is always 
overlooked that when a man pictures the scenes of his thoughts 
he actually sees them. Like the lower order of dreams, the scenes 
of imagination are created in the ectoplasmic substance of the 
thought world, only to disintegrate into their original undiffer­
entiated state when the power of the will, directed by thought, 
has been removed. Again, much that passes as spiritual clair­
voyance is nothing more than the discerning of thought-forms 
prepared by spiritual operators and seen by the ectoplasmic eyes 
of the medium.

As an illustration of the substantial nature of thought, the 
dogmatic utterance of a scientist of the rationalist school may be 
recalled, namely, “ that the brain produces thought as tjae liver 
secretes bile.” Let us accept the statement. The brain produces 
thought, therefore thought must be substantial. As it is also 
invisible, thought is an invisible substance, and the degree of 
substance next removed from matter is ectoplasm, which fulfills 
the conditions with but one dissension. The brain does not 
produce the substance, but creates, alters and modifies the forms 
of that substance.

The higher, or inspired types of dreams are akin to true clair­
voyance, to true inspirational writing or speaking. The events
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are seen or heard upon the spiritual plane, transmitted to 
the mind of the limbus and reproduced by the physical mind 
upon awakening. Alternatively, information may be implanted, 
often symbolically, in the mind of the limbus by denizens of the 
spirit-world, in much the same way that inspiration is received 
during the waking state.

It is noticeable that the higher the type of dream, the more 
beautiful, intense and vivid are the scenes and experiences we 
see and undergo. This in itself is an indication that, for the 
nonce, we are living amid surroundings of finer, more rarefied 
substance than that composing the visions of everyday life. 
In fact, when we recall a dream it is rarely that we recapture 
its intensity, its rapture, an indication that the dream has been 
reduced from the plane upon which it was seen to the level upon 
which it is remembered.

The process of reducing a spiritual vision to the level of the 
physical may be likened to the latest newspaper methods of 
transmitting photographs by telegraph. The spiritual vision 
is the grouping of a series of vibrating particles which set up 
waves in the etheric atmosphere surrounding the limbus. These 
waves are picked up by the ectoplasmic mind which, like our 
electrical instruments, including the televisor, reconstructs 
the vision. The transmission from ectoplasm to matter is 
similar.

Finally, there arises the problem of the separation of the 
bodies at death. Two years ago, Sir Oliver Lodge, in course 
of a lecture, stated that Raymond believed that we survive 
in our ether bodies. Sir Oliver observed that “ we cannot take 
the whole of the ether out of our body because it would crumble.
. . . Well, the idea would seem to be that we have some animated 
ether inside our bodies which goes away with ourselves, and the 
rest, the physical portion that we want for the mechanical part, 
stays behind.” Circumstances have shown Sir Oliver that 
difficulties lie in the way of the ether theory, necessitating 
subdivision and the addition of animation. Were the ether 
substance, this might be effective, but I believe Sir Oliver to be 
postulating an animated atmosphere.

What happens to the body at death depends to a great degree 
upon the quality of life lived, whether, to take extremes, gross 
and material, or refined and spiritual. In the former the ego 
prepares for its future life an organisation for survival of death 
unfitted for the rarefied conditions of spiritual life, unable even
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to harmonise with the environment of the intellectual, astral, 
or ectoplasmic world. At death the soul and limbus leave the 
body, the limbus heavily weighted with the finer particles of 
matter, which account for the state known as earth-bound. 
Cohesion of the body is maintained by the ether remaining in it, 
but as a certain portion of ether accompanies the material 
particles of the limbus, one would expect that in such instances 
the body would decay and crumble very rapidly.

On the other hand is the individual who has lived an extremely 
spiritual life, and has fitted himself for life in the higher spheres 
of the spiritual world. In all probability the limbus could be 
dispensed with entirely, and would remain with the physical 
body. In this event the dead body would be expected to preserve 
its form for a lengthy period.

Since coming to this conclusion my attention has been drawn 
to the fact that in the Russian Orthodox Church the non­
decomposition of the body is taken as an evidence of the saintship 
of the departed person. In The Eclipse of Russia, E. J. Dillon 
says that the Tsar, Nicholas II, who had a propensity for canon­
ising saints on his own account, was reproved by the orthodox 
bishop because the body of one of the candidates for canonisation 
was decomposed although only buried for seventy years. “  The 
bishop protested, on this ground, against the beatification as 
contrary to Church traditions.”  This, of course, constitutes 
no proof, but many of the ancient traditions were founded on 
sound knowledge. The traditions remain long after the knowledge 
is lost.

Although I have only lightly touched a few of the ramifications 
of this hypothesis, it seems to me that it will take us further 
along the road of discovery in the realms of spiritual science 
than if we cling determinedly to the ether as the “  open sesame ” 
to spiritual truth. Further, it is capable of so cementing 
together science, philosophy and religion that they resemble 
a three-stringed instrument. The players can start a theme 
on one string and extract exactly the same sounds from each of 
the other strings. The theme leads the fingers from one string 
to another, back and forth, yet always harmoniously and ever 
carrying the theme forward. At present the three strings 
are each mounted on separate instruments each producing a 
limited theme discordant to the others.

Spiritual science alone can unite them, but it cannot do so 
while it limits itself to the postulate of ether as spirit substance.



BRITISH LORELEI
B y ELLIO TT O’DONNELL

PE R H APS the nearest approach to the Lorelei in the British 
Isles is Peg Powler, the phantom that is still believed periodically 
to haunt the more remote banks of the river Tees. She is usually 
described by those who believe they have seen her as tall, slender 
and very young, and having finely moulded features and extremely 
beautiful eyes. It seems she is generally clad in a white dress, 
and were it not for her long, curly hair, which is of a vivid green, 
there would be nothing unnatural In her appearance. Seldom 
seen, saving on wild, stormy or very misty nights, she signals 
to young men who have lost their way to follow her. This they 
invariably do, and, as a rule, realise her treachery only when it 
is too late and they find themselves plunging over the steep banks 
of the river into the dark, swiftly flowing current beneath. Then, 
as they sink, she bends over them and laughs mockingly in 
their ears.

Like the Lorelei, Peg apparently hates men, and invariably 
selects young men as her victims. I have never heard of her 
harming women or girls.

In certain parts of Lancashire there is a species of water- 
spirit known locally as “  Jenny Greentooth.” Jenny is not 
reputed fair and fascinating, like Peg Powler, but, as her name 
suggests, she is said to be frightful and grotesque.

She is believed to haunt lonely and remote pools, and to 
harbour a special animus against children. Should they venture 
on a raft or too near the brink of the pool she haunts, she is 
credited with conniving at some accident, whereby they fall in 
and are drowned.

I have met people who have declared to me quite seriously 
that Jenny is answerable for scores of deaths.

Another Lancashire river ghost, inimical to men, is Peg 
O Nell, who is said to have haunted a well in the grounds of old 
Waddow Hall, and who, it is believed, still periodically haunts 
the banks of the Ribble. However, unlike Peg Powler and 
Jenny Greentooth, who apparently belong to the species of spirits 
popularly styled Elementáis (i.e., the species that, in all probabili­
ties, has never inhabited a human body), Peg O’Nell is believed
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to be the spirit of a young servant-girl, bearing the name of Peg 
O’Neil, who met with a very tragic end.

While employed at Waddow Hall, many years ago, she had 
a quarrel one day with her mistress, who told her she hoped next 
time she went to fetch water from the well she would trip over 
something and break her neck.

Not long after this, Nell, having occasion to go to the well 
to fetch water, put on her pattens, as it was mid-winter and the 
ground was covered with snow, and sallied forth. On reaching 
her destination, she slipped on some ice and, pitching head first 
into the well, broke her neck. The wish of her mistress was thus 
speedily fulfilled.

A night or so after this occurrence, two of the villagers passing 
through the grounds on their way to the Hall heard cries and 
groans proceeding from the direction of the well, and, thinking 
there had been another accident, hastened to the spot to see if 
they could render any assistance. To their unmitigated alarm 
and astonishment, however, on arriving at the well they saw a 
shadowy figure, the exact counterpart of Peg, standing there, 
and directly it caught sight of them, it threw back its head and 
burst into loud peals of wild, hilarious laughter. This so scared 
them that they took to their heels, and falling on the slippery 
path which was still dangerous, owing to the snow and ice, 
bruised themselves badly. Subsequently, Peg’s ghost was 
constantly seen and heard in the immediate vicinity of the well, 
and whenever any accident occurred in that neighbourhood, 
Peg was held responsible. Later, for some non-apparent reason, 
she gave up haunting the well and, instead, took to haunting the 
banks of the neighbouring river Ribble, principally at a spot near 
Brungerley, where there were stepping-stones, styled locally 
kipping-stones. It now appears that Peg O’Neil, following in the 
footsteps of Peg Powler, conceived a particular antipathy against 
the male sex, and it was said that unless some living creature, 
either a cat or a dog or a bird, was sacrificed to her once every 
seven years, she would connive at the drowning of some man or 
boy, for which belief the following story would seem to furnish 
some basis.

One Autumn night, when the wind was raging with hurricane 
force, and the Ribble, swollen with rain to almost twice its natural 
dimensions, rushed roaring over its rocky bed to the distant sea, 
a young horseman stopped at the door of the old Inn at Brungerley 
and demanded a glass of ale.
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“ You surely are not thinking of crossing the river on a night 
like this, sir,”  the pretty barmaid remarked, as she served him.

“ Oh, yes, I am,” the young man ejaculated. “ Why 
shouldn’t I ? ”

“  Don’t you know it ’s Peg O’Neil’s night ? ” the girl said 
solemnly.

“ Peg O’N e ll! ”  the young man cried, “  Oh, I ’ve often heard 
of Peg. She’s very pretty, isn’t she ? ”

“  So they say, sir,”  the barmaid replied, looking at herself 
in the mirror, “  but anyway, she’s dreadfully wicked, and as 
this is the last night of the seven years and she hasn’t yet had a 
life, she will claim one to-night. She always does.”

“ You mean that anyone who tries to ford the river to-night 
will be drowned ? ”

" I do, sir, and I beg you to change your mind and cross by 
the bridge lower down.”

“ Not I,” the young man laughed, draining his tankard and 
replacing it empty on the counter, “ and I ’m surprised at you 
for believing in such rubbish. Good night.”

“ Good night, sir,” the girl said sadly, for the young man’s 
manners were very pleasant, and he was, moreover, good-looking. 
“  May the saints protect you.”

But her prayer was of no avail. The next day his dead body 
was found on the river bank, and as everyone was agreed that his 
death was due to Peg O’Neil, in order that she should be baulked 
of her prey in the future, a bridge was forthwith built over the 
river, within a few yards of the kipping-stones. After that 
no matter how wild and stormy the night, people were able to 
cross the river in safety, and no more sacrifices were offered 
to Peg.

If there is any truth in rumour, however, she still occasionally 
haunts the banks of the river, appearing exclusively to young 
men, whom she tries to lure into the water, using her great beauty 
as a bait.

A spirit that, perhaps, both in looks and ways bears a closer 
resemblance to the Lorelei than any I have hitherto mentioned, 
periodically haunts an island in the Shannon. Seated on a rock 
by the waterside, she signals to men on the opposite shore to 
approach her, and should they attempt to do so, they are either 
drowned outright or meet with some harrowing’ and unpleasant
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experience. As an instance of the latter, I append a story told 
by Lady Wilde.

A fisherman was rowing by the island one stormy day, when 
his boat suddenly capsized and he found himself struggling in 
the water. Managing with great difficulty to get to the island, 
he was lying on the beach gasping for breath, when a beautiful 
girl approached him and offered him a glass of wine. He took 
the wine, but remembering the strange stories he had heard 
about the island he did not partake of it at once, and he was 
wondering whether he should drink it or not, when he suddenly 
saw reflected on the shining surface of the glass a strange and 
startling tableau. It represented a soldier, whom he knew well, 
lying on the ground with his throat cut. The spectacle was 
terribly vivid, and the fisherman, in consequence, fainted. When 
he recovered consciousness, he found himself lying high and dry 
on the bank of the river facing the island. How he got there he 
never knew, but he learned, on reaching home, that his soldier 
friend, deserting his regiment, which was quartered in the Athlone 
barracks, had first of all cut his throat, and then drowned himself, 
his death apparently synchronising with the vision which he, 
the fisherman had seen.

Lough Neagh is also reputed to possess, among other phantoms, 
a beautiful Lorelei, who, it is said, lures men to bathe in the Lough 
at night, and then, when they get out of their depth or are attacked 
by cramp, mocks them as they struggle for life and eventually 
sink, never to rise again.

The Welsh, whose national and family ghosts to some extent 
resemble Ireland’s, boast several phantoms that are closely 
allied to the Lorelei. One of them haunts a brook near Mantle. 
Of no mere earthly beauty, she is, nevertheless, believed to be 
the spirit of a woman who, as a punishment for her many terrible 
sins when in the flesh, is now earthbound. Her appearance, 
which is invariably accompanied by loud wailing and crying, is 
a sure portent of some impending death or catastrophe.

Another such Lorelei haunts the Pwll-Gwen-Marw, or Dead 
Lady’s pool, in the river Afan. In this haunting, however, 
although the phantom resembles the Lorelei in one respect, 
namely in being beautiful, she is very unlike her in disposition, 
for on misty and stormy nights, she warns unwary strangers 
when they approach dangerously near the water, and leads them 
away from it on to a safe track.

Yet another Welsh phantom akin to the Lorelei is that which



9 4 T H E  O C C U L T  R E V I E W

occasionally haunts the banks of the Teifi, in Cardiganshire. 
Beautiful as a Peri, and invariably clad in green, this particular 
Lorelei laughs mockingly at men, and drives them away from a 
certain spot on the river shore where a treasure is believed to 
have been buried many years ago.

But spirits of the Lorelei order are far more often to be found 
in the Hebrides and West of Scotland than in Wales, and here 
they are sometimes styled Glaistigs and sometimes Gruagachs. 
Apparently Tyree once teemed with them, and from what I have 
been told they may yet be seen there.

Like most of the phantoms dealt with in this article, they 
confine their attention, as a rule, to members of the male sex, 
towards whom they display an extremely antagonistic spirit. 
The following stories, taken from authentic sources, are 
illustrative of this antagonism.

A herdsman lying, one hot summer afternoon, on a rock on 
the seashore, close to the base of Ben Hynish, fell asleep, and 
was presently awakened by a violent box on the ears. Smarting 
with pain he started up, and saw a tall, slender girl clad in a 
green dress walking away from him. On his calling out and 
asking her what she meant by hitting him, she stopped and turned 
towards him the most beautiful face he had ever seen. Realising 
that she was no human being, and curious to see where she went, 
he followed her, but he had not gone far, before she suddenly and 
quite inexplicably vanished, and he never saw her again.

Another beautiful Glaistig of Tyree, deserting the seashore, 
took up her abode in a house on the island, and, if the inmates 
were untidy or did anything to provoke her, she used to pinch and 
torment them at night, sometimes to such an extent that they 
were obliged to vacate the house temporarily and wander about 
out of doors.

On the north coast of Tyree there is a beach called the Cladach 
or Chrogain, more than a mile in length and of a dead level, 
that is peculiarly suggestive of ghosts, and it is therefore hardly 
a matter of surprise that it is haunted, numbering among its 
several well-known phantoms a dog of very terrific appearance 
and a Glaistig. the dog has been seen perambulating all parts 
of the beach, but the Glaistig would seem to confine her wanderings 
within the limits of one particular spot. She haunts this spot on 
very hot, sultry days, and slaps the face of any man whom she 
finds sleeping there, disappearing directly he awakens and tries 
to catch her.
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Occasionally the Glaistigs in the island of Tyree are merely 
prophetic. A story that is well known and believed to be true 
tells of a Tyree man meeting on the beach one night a Glaistig 
who stopped him and told him his future. He would marry, 
she said, and have two daughters, one of whom would, in due 
course marry and settle in Crong-Gortan, while the other one 
would marry and remain in T yree; but soon after the latter’s 
marriage he, the father, would die while crossing the Leige (a 
winter stream that falls into Loch Vasipol). The Tyree man 
believed that what the Glaistig said would come true, and it did.

What is most remarkable in these Scotish Lorelei, apart from 
their prophetic powers, is their habit of thrashing men. Here 
is an authentic instance of the latter.

One night a man, in the island of Mull, crossing a field where 
the harvesters had been at work, saw a most beautiful girl dressed 
in green, whom he knew at once to be a Glaistig. Fascinated by 
her beauty he approached her, whereupon she signalled to him 
to kneel down. He did so, and she forthwith proceeded to thrash 
him with a stick. Being held back by some strange influence from 
defending himself, though she hit so hard that he actually cried 
for mercy, he had to allow her to go on beating him for just as 
long as she pleased, and when finally she desisted, it was just as 
much as he could do to rise from the ground. Groaning with 
pain he hobbled home, and swore he would never go near the 
spot again. However, so greatly was he fascinated by this 
beautiful Glaistig, that he broke his resolution, and night after 
night, always in the same place and at about the same hour, he 
met her and underwent the same severe thrashing.

At last, becoming desperate, he consulted a "  wise woman,” 
who told him to take a ploughshare and his brother John with him 
when next he went to meet the Glaistig. This he did, and got 
a worse beating than ever. The “  wise woman ” then gave him 
a piece of thread, such as one often sees in the homes of Western 
Islanders to keep off evil spirits ; but it had no effect, and it was 
not until he wore a gold chain round his neck, given him by the 

wise woman,” that he was at last freed from an irresistible 
desire to meet the Glaistig. The first night he wore the chain he 
was awakened by a voice, which he at once recognised as that of 
the charmer, calling to him down the old-fashioned college chimney.

“ Donald,” it said, “  remove that chain, for I cannot come 
near you so long as you are wearing it.”
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“ Thank heaven for that,”  Donald retorted, and he never 
saw her or heard her voice again.

This story is still credited and told quite seriously in Mull.

According to another story, that I believe still obtains credence, 
a man fishing in a stream or ford early one morning heard a 
woman weeping, and, on searching around, discovered a beautiful 
golden-haired girl dressed in green sitting on a pile of pebbles, 
under the shadow of a great rock.

“  Ask news and you will get it,”  she said to him, as their eyes 
met, and knowing from this that she was a Glaistig, he tried to 
run a w a y ; but he could not, and when she called him to her, 
he knelt at her feet, whilst she beat him with all her might. 
Like the man of Mull, he consulted a woman who was supposed 
to be well versed in psychic matters, but it was of no avail. No 
matter what he did, or how hard he tried to free himself from her, 
the beautiful Glaistig still fascinated him to such an extent that 
when night-time came he felt he must go to her, and every time 
he went she thrashed him till he bled. In order to escape from 
her he left the island ; but in a very little while he returned, 
and in the end she beat him to death.

There is a tradition in Islay that Malcolm MacPhie, who 
helped the Macdonalds of Denyveg in Islay in their unsuccessful 
campaign against their hereditary enemies, the Campbells, came 
under the spell of a very beautiful Glaistig in Colonsay, and was 
only saved from a tragic ending at her hands by the faithfulness 
of his dog, whose life she finally took as a substitute, apparently, 
for the life of his master. Glaistigs, by the way, are credited 
with being particularly inimical to dogs.

Another strange story is that relating to a Glaistig and a 
Kennedy of Lochaver. This Kennedy was fishing for salmon one 
day in a stream near his home, when he saw a Glaistig and was 
so charmed with her beauty that he threw down his rod and set 
off in pursuit of her. Following her over bush and boulder he 
finally, as he thought, cornered her, whereupon she cursed him 
and his family and then vanished. Kennedy was never happy 
afterwards. All his affairs went wrong, and all his children, 
though in perfect health at the time he met the Glaistig, fell 
suddenly sick and died.

But I could go on almost ad infinitum, for there is hardly a 
pool or river in the Western Isles and Highlands of Scotland that 
has not at some time or another been haunted by a Glaistig, and 
the Glaistig may, as I have said, be regarded as the Scottish Laelee.



ETERNAL RECURRENCE
By W. LOFTUS H A R E

PART II.

7. N ie t z c h e ’s  E x p o s it io n .

ABOUT the year 1881, before Nietzsche had composed Thus 
Spake Zarathustra, he penned some notes on Eternal Recurrence 
which are published in Volume X V I of his collected works in 
English translation. I therefore proceed at once to this classical 
document, but must be satisfied with a few truncated sentences.

Although universal energy is limited, yet it is eternally active. At 
this moment an infinity has already elapsed, and every possible evolution 
must already have taken place. Consequently, the present process of 
evolution must be a repetition, as was also the one before it, as will be the 
one which will follow. And so on, forward and backwards.

Space, like matter, is a subjective form ; time is not. The notion of 
space first arose from the assumption that space could be empty. But 
there is no such thing as empty space. Everything is energy.

Our whole world consists of the ashes of an incalculable number of living 
creatures : and even if living matter is ever so little compared with the 
whole, everything has already been transformed into life once before and 
thus the process goes on. If we grant eternal time we must assume the 
eternal change of matter.

The world of energy suffers no diminution ; otherwise with eternal 
time it would have grown weak and finally perished altogether. The world 
suffers no stationary state ; otherwise this would have been reached, and 
the clock of the universe would be at a standstill . . . .  Whatever 
state this world could have reached must ere now have been attained, 
and not only once but an incalculable number of times. This applies to 
every moment. It has already been here once before, and will recur in 
the same way with all forces distributed as they are to-day.

Fellow-man ! Your whole life, like a sand-glass, will always be reversed 
and will ever run out again— a long minute of time will elapse until all 
these conditions out of which you were evolved return in the wheel of the 
cosmic process. And then you will find every pain and every pleasure, 
every friend and every enemy, every hope and every error, every blade of 
grass and every ray of sunshine once more, and the whole fabric of things 
that make up your life. This ring in which you are but a grain will 
glitter afresh for ever. And in every one of these cycles of human life 
there will be one hour where for the first time one man, and then many, 
will perceive the mighty thought of the eternal recurrence of all things 
and for mankind this is always the hour of Noon.

In Zarathustra this claim to priority was repeated in the 
words “ Thou art the teacher of the eternal return . . . thou 
must be the first to teach this teaching.” (Vol. X I, p. 269.)

Nietzsche’s belief in eternal recurrence is entirely consistent
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with the main body of his philosophy. The “  world-approving, 
exuberant and vivacious man,”  will ardently desire eternal 
recurrence : how can he not do so ? How can he approve of life 
and yet desire no more of it ?

It is curious to observe that in all the Indian systems hitherto 
described, Eternal Recurrence exists to enable the soul to escape 
from life as from a place of torment. How different in the view 
of Nietzsche, the apostle of the Will to L iv e !

8 . T h e  L a t e s t  S c ie n c e .

In the opening paragraph of this article I intimated that I 
had been stimulated to compose it by some words found in a 
scientific work lately issued. Professor A. S. Eddington in The 
Nature of the Physical World concludes a brief discussion of our 
topic with the words : "  It seems rather stupid to keep doing the 
same thing over and over again.” He confesses that his dictum 
is derived mainly from prejudice.

But after all, is repetition so “  stupid ” as it seems ? In 
smaller matters we could hardly get on without it. In walking, 
eating, drinking, working and smoking we do the same thing 
over and over again. And Nature, our mother, sets us the stupid 
example by the cycle of the four seasons. The ball of the earth 
is likewise stupid in keeping to its course round the sun and 
giving us day and night by revolving on its stupid axis : and so on.

But we must do Professor Eddington justice to recognise that 
these many recurrences are not necessarily eternal, though very 
prolonged. The clock of the universe is, he thinks, “ running 
down,” which brings to mind the complementary thought that 
it must have been “ wound up ” in an earlier epoch of its career. 
I will therefore conclude with an attempt to extract from this 
difficult book the Professor’s views as they concern our theme.

9. S p a c e , T im e  a n d  M a t t e r .

Space as hitherto conceived— until Einstein— was equivalent 
to void capable of containing anything from a speck of dust to a 
universe ; logically, it must be infinite, though this is inconceivable 
by the human mind. Now, in order to accommodate reality to 
the weakness of the human mind, we are advised to learn the idea 
of infinite space by thinking of space as the inside of a sphere. 
Thus it is limited, but we do not know its diameter, though it 
may be many times greater than the distance of the furthest 
known nebula. That which is is a shell floating in the in-
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finitude of that which is not.”  So says the Professor, taking 
refuge in poetry. The point is that it is within the limits of this 
sphere that the world has to occur, or perhaps recur.

Time has not been so easily deprived of the character of 
infinity as space, and within its stream there is, so to speak, 
opportunity for recurrence— if only it were not so stupid. “  There 
is a bending round by which East becomes West, but no bending 
round by which Before becomes After ”— for which we must 
be grateful: we could not tolerate a completely bent universe.

The word matter now has no meaning, for it has been analysed 
by experiment and logic until it corresponds with energy in its 
myriad forms. I will conclude with a few paragraphs from 
Chapter VIII (p. 169) which I think will revealthemind of modem 
science.

" The corridor of Time stretches back through the past. We can have 
no conception how it all began. But we imagine the void to have been 
filled with matter rarefied beyond the most tenuous nebula. The atoms 
sparsely strewn move hither and thither in formless disorder. Then 
slowly the power of gravitation is felt. Centres of condensation begin to 
establish themselves and draw in other matter. Star-systems . . . star 
clouds . . . stars. . . ."

“ But no doubt can be entertained that the genesis of the stars is 
a single process of evolution which has passed and is passing over a 
primordial distribution. . . .”

"  Biologists and geologists carry back the history of the earth some 
thousand million years. . . . The sun must have been burning still 
longer, living on its own matter which dissolves, bit by bit, into radiation . . . 
the beginning of the sun must be dated five billion years ago . . . and 
may continue as a star of increasing feebleness for fifty or five hundred 
billion years.”

“ But the ultimate decay draws nearer, and the world will at the last 
come to a state of uniform changelessness.”

I am tempted to suggest that Professor Eddington has here 
merely described a kalpa, a world-cycle, as conceived by the thinkers 
of the East. He does not know how it all began, and he gives no 
sufficient reason inhibiting the belief that it will recur. If the 
universe rose from equilibrium and will reach it again we have 
already a repetition of pralaya. What has happened twice may 
happen over and over again.

10. Co n c l u d in g  R e f l e c t io n s .

I perceive that the foregoing paragraphs, being mainly 
expository and critical, require some positive thought to follow 
and to justify them. A  critic who finds it difficult to accept 
the (juasi-scientific teachings of the ancients, the poetic dog-
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matism of Nietzsche or the exoteric lectures of a modem professor, 
must not quail before the demand of the reader for some 
satisfactory alternative.

It is the common practice of investigators to test their 
mechanical instruments of precision ; the lenses of microscopes 
and telescopes are polished and adjusted, and so forth. The human 
eye, too, must be unclouded, the hand steady, the mind clear and 
concentrated. This last condition is essential when the in­
strument is mathematical or logical— a fact which suddenly 
reminds us that many are incapable of using these intellectual 
instruments with any degree of accuracy. Also, with respect to 
the instrument of the imagination which is necessary for all 
intellectual pursuits— how imperfect it is in all of us, how little 
it penetrates into the unknown ! And who will deny that another 
instrument has likewise to be employed : the sense for truth, the 
moral revulsion against error, deception, sophistry and delusive 
rhetoric ? Finally, are we sure that our perceptive and conceptive 
faculties are equal to the task of knowing all we wish to know, 
much more, of omniscience ?

The Indians knew that their highest philosophical flights 
were beyond the power of the generality and provided a " lower 
knowledge ” in its place. The best could only be known by 
sruti, revelation, to which smriti, scripture, was a poor guide. 
Moral discipline was the prerequisite to all kinds of “ higher 
knowledge.” The Greeks held similar views. In spite of his 
wonderful logical powers, Plato admitted that "  the idea of the 
good ” came as a flash of intuition and was incapable of verbal 
expression : and so down the ages spake the greatest men.

Modern Philosophy, as it is generally timed to have begun, 
bethought itself of a wise precaution. Instead of assuming the 
precision of its instruments, it turned upon them a critical eye and 
among them ventured to look closely into the Human Under­
standing. Being unsure of reason they invented mathematics 
as a kind of mechanical reasoning. Descartes, Spinoza, Leibnitz, 
Locke, Berkley and Hume, each in his way analysed the human 
mind and found it out to be a poor thing. It was left to Kant to 
make the grand discovery which since his time has been almost 
forgotten. Now is the appropriate moment to recall it.

Space, as perceived, is of three dimensions, and as logically 
conceived, is infinite. The mind cannot stop in adding to known 
space, but cannot imagine what infinity is like. Which then do 
we next— deny infinity or doubt the powers of the mind ?



E T E R N A L  R E C U R R E N C E IOI

Time, as perceived, is the measure of movement and of some­
thing more subtle— duration. We can easily add to time, and, 
having started, cannot stop until we reach the conception of 
infinite time, where the mind breaks down again.

Matter, in Kant’s day, had not been decomposed into energy, 
but was represented in philosophy by causality, the principle 
which provides a mechanical cause for every effect.

In Kant’s analysis of the human understanding he found that 
he could think away object after object until he had reached an 
empty universe, but he could not think away Space itself. He 
could stop the clock of the universe in imagination, command all 
to stand still, but he could not think away Time itself. He could 
think away matter, but the mind cannot conceive of anything 
happening without sufficient reason.

What did Kant next declare ? That Time, Space and 
Causality, since they cannot be excluded from the mind— though 
all else can— are the a priori elements of the human understand­
ing. They belong to the mind, which cannot think of anything 
without thinking of them : they are in the first place subjective. 
They are the frame of reference into which we place anything we 
can perceive or imagine. Consequently, we give to everything we 
perceive or conceive the a priori elements of our mind. Every 
object must occupy space, must endure or move in time, and 
must be subject to causality. So says the human understanding : 
but is it really so ?

Kant constructed two world-views : the Empirical, employed 
by the practical reason, and the Transcendental, employed by 
the pure reason. There is, however, only one real world whose 
nature we seek to know. And since, by its limitations, the mind 
shuts us out, partly, from the real world, is not our main problem 
transferred from physics to psychology, and thence to occultism 
and mysticism ?

I conclude, therefore, that a knowledge of the properties of 
Time, Space and Matter, and whether or not there is Eternal 
Recurrence, waits upon the development of the higher powers of 
the human understanding. If we could but abandon our assump­
tion that man is complete, and his understanding sufficient for all 
purposes, we should realise that the primary problems are ethical 
and psychological, not physical and political. That is the path of 
human progress. We must seek first the Kingdom of Heaven !



SOME INDIAN DEVOTEES
B y  H E L E N  M A R Y  BO U LN O IS 

TH E  BO O K IN G  C L E R K

“ Though one devotes himself to many teachers, he must take the 
essence as the bee from the flowers.” — A p h o r is m  o f  S a n k h y a .

A R R IV E D  on the cool, tesselated floor in a bedroom of the great 
hotel, I thought of my railway reservation, and, descending in the 
lift to the large open entrance, was directed along the passage to 
an office. Though lights were not yet needed, dusk was falling, 
so that entering in the gathering gloom, I was startled into falling 
back at the sight of an Indian behind the counter.

A  red smear between his eyes was outlined by an arched yellow 
mark, surrounded by a ring of white. This was no freshly-made 
gash, but simply his caste mark. There were plenty to be seen 
on men and women in the streets, and rallying rapidly I advanced 
to ask about trains to Lahore.

Who can untangle the ravelled skein of Hindu beliefs ? So 
many gods, castes, conflicting ideas, such multitudes of names, 
such fantastic legends ; yet only just landed in India I was already 
deep in the entrancing lore of the land, talking to a business man 
selling tickets, consulting time-tables, totalling up fares— but 
a devotee.

He came from Benares, the Holy City, a Hindu. We talked of the 
things that mattered most to him, so soon as he saw— and he saw 
quickly— that sympathy and interest were bent upon his beliefs.

That morning he had risen before the sun and walked bare­
footed over burning ashes. Only one day in all the year was it the 
right thing to do, that day. Upon any other day his naked feet 
would burn ; but no, his feet were not burned nor even scorched, 
yet the ashes were red-hot, had been long prepared with slow 
burning. He and others had done this incredible thing. I was 
buying a railway ticket from a man whose feet had trodden 
unhurt red-hot, burning cinders. Was this a half-naked fanatic, 
self-hypnotised with mad excitement ? No, a business man, a 
clerk in an office.

I pray much, he said, in the same voice in which he had 
given me time-table information, with the same reality and quiet 
intention. “  I read much. I read the Bhagavad-Gita, God’s
book. What do I learn ? Contentment,”  his face shone with it.

102
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" That is what shows in one’s life, if one has gained the true key 
to religion.”

He looked up the passage to see if others were coming, and, 
deciding that for a few minutes we might be alone, he returned 
behind his counter. From a shelf above his head he carefully 
lifted down a Huntley and Palmer’s biscuit tin, withdrew the lid, 
set it on one side, turned it to me that I might see its contents.

It was a tiny shrine.

Several gods were grouped there in brightly coloured glass, 
unmeaning to me ; but I could tell from his attitude that each 
was a Personification in his eyes, and I longed to know their 
history, their inward meaning ; but, as I began to question him, 
in came someone for tickets and reservations. The tin lid slid 
back quickly.

“ Train to Delhi ? ” Business recommenced. After waiting 
some little time, only to see fresh arrivals in quest of tickets, I 
went back up the long passage to the lounge, where a jazz band 
was in violent action, and began to understand why some seek 
the solitude of the recluse.

Sixteen months later, on the eve of departure again in Bombay, 
I thought of the Hindu, and sought him in his office. He was 
there; but his caste mark was almost invisible. He seemed 
depressed. Not until he took me secretly behind a screen and 
showed me his tiny shrine could I be sure that it was he.

This time, looking within the miniature temple in its humble 
tin case at the glass figures, I knew them all. Rama with Sita, 
his wife, on his knee, his brother beside him, while faithful Hanu- 
man, " the Monkey-God,” as tourists call him, stood on the step 
beneath him. A  picture hung on the wall above of Krishna with 
a happy dairymaid. He was a worshipper of Vishnu, the Great 
preserver, and saw behind each little figure of the old-world 
legends a differing branch or representation of the One great 
living Action, holding all in life :— “ It is not born, nor doth 
it die.”

While we stood there talking in low tones of these things, 
contentment shone once more in his face.

Back in the outer office, he said :—

“ God will bless you, and I shall pray daily for that one with 
heart big enough to know God even by the way we Hindus 
worship Him. You may ask, ‘ what are these Idol-Gods ? ' But
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we— we believe on One great Supreme God, above all and in all, 
so that if we are good enough and pure enough, a Hindu too may 
say, ‘ but here is God.’ ”  He pointed to his breast.

“  If you want to go right on top Taj-Mahal Hotel,” he contin­
ued, “  you take lift. First you come first story, then second 
story. Not till you pass all stories can you come to the roof. 
These Gods in shrines, they first story. We must go first to 
them if we would climb higher.”

He had walked again on the red-hot ashes.

“  How long is the hot strip ? ”  I asked, for since seeing him 
I had watched men doing it.

“  Three hand lengths,”  he replied, and measured with his 
bare arm on the table from his elbow to the tip of his fingers 
three times.

‘ ‘ You could do that in three strides or even two,” I remarked.

“ No, no ! ” he shook his head and hand. “  That not allowed ; 
I show you how to walk.”

He came out before the table and placed one bare foot, heel 
firmly against the toes of the other.

"  This is how we go.” He fixed a naked heel alternately 
against each set of toes. Broad silver rings were on each big toe.

“  Why have you moved your shrine ? ”  I asked him.

His face clouded.
“ Manager ask it. You see, young men evenings drink too 

much in bar, then come in here, make mock of shrine, throw things 
about. . . . No, not British officials, they never I But travellers, 
men from all over world, young men not know India. . . He 
spoke quite gently. “  Best put it back there. They never see.”

Like a dirge his last words rang in my ears. So many worlds, 
so much to learn, but . . .  do we see ?

THE SIKH  DOCTOR.

” The sea is one and not other in its waters, though waves, foam and 
spray differ from one another.” — B r ih a d  U p a n is h a d .

CHIPMUNKS, maligned with the name of tree-rats, ran up and 
down tall trunks and hid in over-hanging foliage. Bright flowers 
gladdened the garden. Huge carrion birds, wings strong and dark 
as eagles, swooped against blue sky. Vendors displayed furs,
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rugs, beads, embroidery. Fortune-tellers pleaded for interviews 
with ingratiating smiles. The prettiest gipsy rogue of a snake- 
charmer, a study in dust colour, swayed a pole on his shoulders 
whence were suspended round grass-baskets where serpents 
coiled. His pipe uttered plaintive notes. A miniature copy of 
himself, barely three feet high, dust-coloured sacking dropping 
from tiny limbs, lingered behind him, making the odd comple­
ment needed to the picture.

Among visitors that sought my sitting-room came a Sikh 
doctor.

He gave an account of his experience in hypnotism, putting 
boys into trance and making them relate things seen clairvoyantly 
while in that condition. The Hindus, back into dim ages, have 
used a Sanscrit word, meaning much the same as our newly 
evolved expression, sub-conscious, the Three States being their 
term, or, to coin a clumsy word “ Three-statedness,”  whereby the 
human mind passes into that state of consciousness where time 
is not, and space is not. The mind attains the elasticity and poise 
of dwelling equally in present, past and future, and travels to (or 
discerns at) any distance. An internal perception develops. 
There is a power by which eyes see within, ears hear within, and 
knowledge knows within. According to him and to their tradi­
tion, the physical seat of this power resides between the eyes.

Now mark, this puts the prescience or knowledge within the 
observer. He does not become so negative as to allow another 
personality, presumably able to know facts on a material plane, 
to take possession of him and communicate this knowledge to 
him. Alone, within his own physical frame, he knows. He does 
not reason nor deduce, but instantaneously and correctly knows 
things deep within himself by virtue of this “ three-statedness.” 
This is the seat of all knowledge, the state of consciousness in 
which we are accustomed to say (but he hastened to add, cannot 
know) that God abides.

The doctor was insistent on the necessity of charging the 
atmosphere with sweetness before putting the boy into trance. 
He was strong and positive on the responsiveness of atmosphere 
to take and hold some serene holiness. The air is sentient, alive 
in every particle. So sensitive is its livingness, it not only can, 
but must throb with sympathy.

Sweet serenity should dwell in the air about him and ensure 
the child from harm, not only from that of passing influences
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in the without, but also from those stray impulses, possibly 
inherited, that might rise in himself.

He gave me several instances where accurate information had 
been obtained of people at far distances, of illnesses described, 
of accidents and occurrences shortly afterwards verified.

A  student, not hearing from his father in a distant city, asked 
him to hypnotise a boy who described the man lying ill, with 
anxious faces around him. The student wired to a doctor who 
went at once to the house and was able to relieve and save him.

In answer to inquiries as to whether this hypnotic condition 
had no ill effect upon the boy, he told me of one little fellow who 
complained that he forgot his lessons. He believed this to be 
the result of telling him to forget all that had passed while under 
the dominion of the trance, intending the order to refer solely to 
the boy’s experience while in that condition. Next time he took 
care to word the command more explicitly, adding that he was to 
remember his lessons ; after which he had no more trouble with 
his memory, and he affirmed that this trance condition left no 
trace.

He asked permission to attend a discussion that evening 
among Indian students, and would have liked to make experi­
ments on some of the young men present; but they had come 
together for other purposes.

The argument happened to stray upon the consciousness of 
matter. It was said that not even matter was dead and inert, 
but had a life vibration too vivid, swift and minute to be per­
ceptible to man.

A  long, lean boy, almost concealed behind others, started 
forward and immediately identified vibration with consciousness.

“ Do you mean to say this table is conscious ? ” he asked, 
hitting it with nervous knuckles.

The doctor, entering the debate, leant forward and stated 
that it was.

The youth hurled himself into the argument with a certain 
obstinacy about his eyes. All looked expectantly at the doctor 
to prove his case. His words were illuminating in the light they 
shed incidentally on the doctrine of transmigration of souls, 
while his method held the further interest of enabling one to 
watch knowledge transmitted by the ancient Oriental and 
classical method of teacher questioning pupil.
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"  H a v e  y o u  th e  s a m e  c o n scio u sn e ss  a s  a  s a v a g e  ? ”

"  N o . ”

“  H a s  a  s a v a g e  th e  s a m e  co n s cio u s n e s s  as h is  y o u n g  so n  ? ”

"  N o .”

"  H a s  h is  so n  th e  s a m e  c o n scio u sn e ss  a s  a  y o u n g  a p e  ? ”

" N o . ”

"  H a s  th e  y o u n g  a p e  th e  s a m e  c o n scio u sn e ss  a s  a n  e g g  ? ”

"  N o .”

"  Y e t  t h e y  are  a ll fo rm s o f  life . T h e r e  is a  p o in t  so  n a rro w  

w h ere a n im a l life  e n d s a n d  v e g e t a b le  e x is te n c e  b e g in s  so  t h a t  

s c ie n tists  c a n n o t a lw a y s  d e cla r e  w h ic h  is w h ic h . W e  k n o w  t h e y  

are a liv e , t h a t  is a ll. T r e e s  to o  a r e  a liv e . I  a m  so  c o n s c io u s  o f  

life  in  th e  tre e s  t h a t  I  h e a r  th e m  w h is p e r  a n d  t a l k  a n d  m a r k  th e ir  

m u rm u rin g  a s  I  p a s s  b e lo w  th e ir  b r a n c h e s . T h e y  to o  h a v e  a  

d iffe rin g  k in d  o f co n scio u sn e ss, a  h ig h e r  k in d  o f  c o n scio u sn e ss  t o  

th e  w o o d  fo r m e d  fr o m  t h e  tr u n k , w h e n  m a n  h a s  c u t  i t  d o w n  a n d  

fash io n e d  it  to  h is  o w n  p u r p o se . A s  fo r  th is  t a b l e ,”  h e  to o  h it  it  

w ith  h is  k n u c k le s , “  if  y o u  a s k  m e  t o  s t a t e  m a t h e m a t ic a lly  w h a t  

is th e  co n scio u sn e ss o f  th is  ta b le , I  m ig h t  r e p ly  ‘ Z e r o  ’ ; b u t  I  

sh o u ld  b e  c o m p e lle d  to  a d d  ‘ Z e r o  p lu s . ’ ”

T h e  m a th e m a tic a l re fe re n ce  p le a s e d  t h e  liste n e r s  a n d  se e m e d  

to  c lin c h  th e  a r g u m e n t. O b s t in a c y  fa d e d  fr o m  t h e  b o y ’s e y e s .  

H e  n o d d e d  h is  h e a d  ; w h ile  o n e  c a u g h t  a  g lim p s e  in to  t h e ir  sen se  

o f a n  a ll-p e r v a d in g  life , m o re  a b s tr a c t,  le ss  b o u n d  t o  th e  e g o  t h a n  

co m es e a s ily  to  th e  o c c id e n ta l m in d  w it h  its  c lo se r  c lin g in g  to  

in d iv id u a l p e r s o n a lity .

T H E  I N D I A N  D O C T O R .

'' A guest who departs from a house disappointed, leaves his own sins 
behind him and carries away the virtue of its owner.”— H i t o p a d e s a .

A N  In d ia n  d o c to r , e d u c a te d  o n  m o d e r n  lin e s , w a s  t a lk in g .

"  I  h a v e  n o r e lig io n ,”  h e  s a id . "  O n  so m e  p o in ts  a ll  s a y  th e  

s a m e  th in g , o n  o th e r s  t h e y  ju s t  fa ll  o u t  w it h  e a c h  o th e r . S o m e  

o f th e  S c r ip tu r e s  c o n ta in  in te r e s tin g  w r itin g s , b u t  I  d o  n o t  a t t a c h  

m y s e lf. I  t r y  t o  h e lp  p e o p le , t o  h e a l th e m  o f p a in , t o  b e  k in d ,  

t h a t  is a ll  I  c a n  d o .”

A  s w e e t n a tu r e  sh o n e  fro m  h is  e y e s. H e  w o u ld  n o t  s p e a k  o f  

h is  o r ig in a l p e o p le , b u t  I  k n e w  h im  fo r  a  H in d u .
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A s k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  I n d ia n  c o n c e p tio n  o f  s u b lim in a l conscious­

n e ss , h o p in g  t o  h e a r  m o r e  o f  “  t h r e e -s ta te d n e s s ,”  I w as disap­

p o in te d . H e  t o ld  m e  w it h  s o m e  in g e n u o u s n e s s  t h a t  F re u d  had  

fir s t  d is c o v e r e d  i t  t w e n t y - t w o  y e a r s  a g o .

N o t  w a n t in g  t o  h e a r  w h a t  h e  h a d  le a r n t  in  E n g la n d , I  urged  

h im  t o  s a y  w h a t  w a s  b e lie v e d  in  I n d ia .

*' I  d o  n o t  k n o w  m u c h  a b o u t  i t , ”  h e  a n s w e re d , fr a n k ly . “  1 

h a v e  n e v e r  s tu d ie d  o n  th o s e  lin e s . I f  y o u  w o u ld  a s k  m e the  

d iffe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  r e lig io n  in  th e  E a s t  a n d  in  th e  W e s t, I  should  

s a y  t h a t  h e r e  in  t h e  E a s t  i t  m e a n s  s e lf-s a c r ific e  a n d  se lf-ab n e ga­

t io n . T h a t  is  w h a t  p e o p le  le a r n  a n d  p r a c tis e  fr o m  religio n . Y o u  

m ig h t  g o  t o  t h e  p o o r e s t  w a y s id e  h u t ,  th e  m a n  a n d  h is  w ife  w ould  

n o t  le t  y o u  le a v e  t h e m  u n t il  t h e y  h a d  s a c rific e d  s o m e th in g  to  g iv e  

y o u . Y o u  m u s t  e a t  a n d  d r in k  a lth o u g h  t h e y  w ill g o  h u n g r y , and  

t h a t  t h e y  d o  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  w o r s h ip p in g  s o m e  G o d , h a ve  a 

p ic tu r e  in  s o m e  c o r n e r  p e r h a p s  t o  w h ic h  t h e y  p r a y  a n d  th a t  yo u  

w o u ld  c a ll  id o la t r y ,  b u t  i t  is  b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  t h e y  are  h a p p y  in  

s a c r ific in g  t h e m s e lv e s .”

H is  e y e s  sh o n e . K in d lin e s s  r a d ia t e d  fr o m  th is  y o u n g  m an  

w h o  h a d  n o  r e lig io n .

LIGHTS
B y  P H Y L L I S  L , H U E S

A  S H I P  p a s s e d  b y  in  th e  n ig h t ,

A n d  I k n o w  n o t  w h e n c e  s h e  c a m e ,

B u t  sh e  h a d  a  th o u s a n d  la m p s  a lig h t,

A  th o u s a n d  la m p s  so  b u r n in g  b r ig h t  

T h e y  sh o n e  lik e  a  s in g le  fla m e.

O , m ig h t  I  p a s s  lik e  a  s h ip  a t  s e a  I 

A  fla s h  in  th e  d a r k n e s s  I  w o u ld  b e ,

W it h  fire o f  t h e  s p ir it  b u r n in g  w h ite  

T o  p ie rce  th e  u n s e e in g  w o r ld ’s d a r k  n i g h t : 

A  lig h te d  s h ip  on  a n  In fin ite  S e a ,

A n d  e y e s  o n  sh o re  w o u ld  fo llo w  m e.



“ AUROSPECS” OR SEEING THE 
INVISIBLE
B y  H . S T A N L E Y  R E D G R O V E ,  B .S c . ,  A .I .C .

A  F E W  y e a r s  b e fo re  th e  w a r  th e r e  w a s  p u b lis h e d  a  v e r y  r e m a r k ­

a b le  b o o k  b y  th e  la te  D r . K iln e r , w h o  a t  o n e  tim e  w a s  E le c tr ic ia n  

to  S t. T h o m a s ’s H o s p ita l, L o n d o n . A  s e c o n d  a n d  e n la r g e d  e d itio n ,  

w h ich  is s till  in p r in t, a p p e a r e d  in  192 0 , s h o r t ly  a fte r  its  a u th o r ’ s  

d e a th . In  th is  b o o k  D r . K iln e r  e x p la in e d  a  te c h n iq u e  w h e r e b y  

an  a tm o sp h e re , a u r a  o r h a lo  c a n  b e  o b s e r v e d  s u r r o u n d in g  th e  

h u m a n  figu re. T h e  m e th o d  is r e la t iv e ly  s im p le , e n ta ilin g  n o th in g  

o f a n  “  o c c u lt  ”  c h a r a c te r , th o u g h  r e q u ir in g  p u n c tilio u s  a tte n tio n  

to  a ll  th e  d e ta ils  in  o rd er t o  o b ta in  s a t is f a c t o r y  re su lts.

T h e  s u b je c t  u n d e r  o b s e r v a tio n , w h o  is r e q u ir e d  to  b e  n u d e ,  

is p la c e d  a g a in s t  a  b la c k  screen  in  a  d im ly  lig h te d  ro o m , th e  lig h t  

b e in g  ju s t  su fficie n t fo r  th e  b o d y  to  b e  d is t in c t ly  seen. T h e  

o b se rve r  p re p a re s h is  s ig h t  b y  g a z in g  fo r  a  fe w  m o m e n ts  a t  a  

fa ir ly  b r ig h t lig h t, p r e fe r a b ly  a  n o rth  s k y  o n  a  s u n n y  a n d  c lo u d ­

less d a y , th r o u g h  a  screen  c o n ta in in g  a  s o lu tio n  o f a  p e c u lia r  

b lu e  d y e  k n o w n  as “  d ic y a n in e ,”  a n d  th e n  im m e d ia te ly ,  b e fo r e  

th e  effect o f  th e  lig h t  c o m in g  th r o u g h  th e  d y e -s o lu tio n  o n  th e  e y e s  

w ears off, m a k e s  o b s e r v a tio n  o f th e  s u b je c t.

A c c o r d in g  to  D r . K iln e r , th e  e ffe c t o f  u s in g  th e  d ic y a n in e  

screen is c u m u la tiv e , a n d  a fte r  a  t im e  it  m a y  b e  d is p e n s e d  w ith .  

P r a c tic e  in  o b s e r v a tio n  ren d ers th e  a u r a  fa r  m o re  d is t in c t ily  

v is ib le . In  p a r tic u la r , a  n a r r o w  b la c k  (tra n sp a re n t) b a n d  b e ­

tw e e n  th e  b o d y  a n d  th e  a u ra , w h ic h  a p p e a r s  lik e  a  b lu is h  g r e y  

m ist, ca n  b e  d e te c te d , a n d , m o re  e s p e c ia lly  b y  o b s e r v in g  th e  

au ra th r o u g h  a  screen  c o n ta in in g  a  d ilu te  s o lu tio n  o f  ca rm in e ,  

it  ca n  b e  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  d is tin c t  p o r tio n s, th e  in n e r p o r tio n  

p r e s e n tin g  a  s tr ia te d  a p p e a r a n c e , th e  o u te r  b e in g  o f  a  m o re  

n e b u lo u s c h a r a c te r .

D r. K iln e r  d e v o te d  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  h is  life  to  th e  s t u d y  o f  th is  

re m a rk a b le  p h e n o m e n o n , a n d  th e  se co n d  e d itio n  o f h is  b o o k  

co n ta in s  th e  reco rd  o f n u m e ro u s e x p e r im e n ts  o f  v e r y  g r e a t  in te r e st.  

In  p a r tic u la r , th e  p re se n ce  o f  c e r ta in  d ise a se s, s u c h  a s  e p ile p s y  

a n d  h y s te r ia , w a s  fo u n d  to  b e  in d ic a te d  b y  c e r ta in  p e c u lia r itie s  

in  th e  a u r a  ; a n d  it  w a s  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  c e r ta in  s u b je c ts , m o re  

e s p e c ia lly  w o m e n , c o u ld  p r o d u c e  c h a n g e s  in  th e  a u r a  b y  a n  effort-
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o f  w ill,  c a u s in g  r a y s  t o  is s u e  fr o m  t h e  b o d y  o r th e  colo u r of the  

a u r a  t o  a lte r .

I n  h is  e x p e r im e n ts  D r . K iln e r  u s e d  a n  o r d in a r y  cell of op­

t i c a l l y  g r o u n d  g la s s , s h a p e d  lik e  a n  e x c e s s iv e ly  n arrow  box, 

c o n t a in in g  a n  a lc o h o lic  s o lu tio n  o f  t h e  d y e . T h is  h as obvious  

d is a d v a n ta g e s .  T o  fill it ,  a  r a th e r  la r g e  a m o u n t o f  th e  solution  

w a s  r e q u ir e d , a  m a t t e r  o f  im p o r ta n c e  in  v ie w  o f th e  v e r y  exp en ­

s iv e  c h a r a c te r  o f  d ic y a n in e * .  M o r e o v e r , s u c h  a  ce ll co u ld  not 

b e  p la c e d  so  a s  t o  p r e v e n t  w h ite  l ig h t  r e a c h in g  th e  e y e s  from  the  

s id e s  ; a n d , f a i l in g  s o m e  s p e c ia l  p r e c a u tio n s , th e re  w a s  danger  

o f a  s im ila r  e x p o s u r e  o f  th e  e y e s  t o  w h ite  l ig h t  b e tw e e n  th e  m om ent  

o f  c e a s in g  t o  g a z e  a t  t h e  s k y  t h r o u g h  th e  screen  a n d  t h a t  o f com ­

m e n c in g  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  s u b je c t.

A n  in g e n io u s  l i t t le  in v e n t io n  w h ic h  M r. H . B o d d in g to n  has  

r e c e n t ly  p la c e d  o n  th e  m a r k e t  u n d e r  th e  t i t le  o f  "  A u ro sp e cs ”  is, 

th e r e fo r e , o f  c o n s id e r a b le  in te r e s t. T h is  m a y  b e  d escrib ed  in few  

w o r d s . I t  c o n s is ts  o f  a  p a ir  o f  m o to r -g o g g le s  fitte d  w ith  double  

g la s s e s  b e tw e e n  w h ic h  th e  d y e  s o lu tio n  is p la c e d , v e r y  litt le  of it  

in d e e d  b e in g  r e q u ir e d . T h e  g o g g le s  a r e  so  co n s tr u cte d  as 

e f f e c t iv e ly  t o  s h ie ld  th e  e y e s  fr o m  w h ite  l ig h t  r e a c h in g  th e m  from  

th e  sid e s, a n d  p r o v is io n  is  m a d e  fo r  v e n t ila tio n  in  o rd er to  p reven t  

a c c u m u la tio n  o f m o is tu r e  o n  th e  g la s s e s .

S o m e  p a r tic u la r s  m a y  h e re  b e  n o te d  co n c e r n in g  d icya n in e ,  

a  r e m a r k a b le  q u in o lin e  d y e  o f  h i g h ly  c o m p le x  c o n s titu tio n  m ade  

b y  a n  e la b o r a te  p r o c e s s  in  G e r m a n y  b y  M e is te r  L u c iu s  &  B ru -  

e n in g . j  T h e  s u b s ta n c e  fo r m s  b lu e  c r y s ta ls  w h ic h  are so lu b le  in  

e ith e r  a lc o h o l o r  w a te r . S o lu tio n s  a p p e a r  re d d is h  p u rp le  b y  

tr a n s m itte d  lig h t, b u t  a  v e r y  d a r k  g r e e n ish  b lu e  b y  re fle cte d  ligh t.  

I f  s u ffic ie n tly  d ilu te d , h o w e v e r , t h e y  b e c o m e  a  b e a u tifu l b lu e  in  

co lo u r. T h e  d y e  is  u s e d  in  s p e c tr o p h o to g r a p h ic  w o rk , as it  

im p a r ts  re d  s e n s itiv e n e s s  in  a n  e x tr a o r d in a r y  d e g re e  to  silv e r  

b r o m id e  p la te s , fo r  w h ic h  p u r p o se  a  s o lu tio n  o f th e  d y e  m a d e  b y  

d is s o lv in g  o n e  p a r t  o f  d ic y a n in e  in  1,000 p a r ts  o f  a lco h o l, a n d  th en  

d ilu tin g  o n e p a r t  o f  th is  s o lu tio n  w it h  50 p a r ts  o f  w a te r  is e m ­

p lo y e d . I  m e n tio n  th e s e  figu re s t o  in d ic a te  th e  e x tr a o r d in a r y  

p o t e n c y  o f  th e  d y e .

T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  g a z in g  th r o u g h  a  screen  o f d ic y a ­

n in e  a ffe c ts  th e  e y e s . I f  a n  o b je c t  is fo c u s e d  u n d e r  a  d e lica te

* The present price for one-tenth of a grain (a little over one three- 
hundredth of an ounce) is 12s. 6d.; the pre-war price for the same quantity 
was 4 s.

t British Agents, Agfa Ltd., 91 New Oxford Street, W.C.i,
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m icroscope b efo re a n d  a fte r  g a z in g  th r o u g h  a  d ic y a n in e  s cr e e n ,  

it  w ill b e  fo u n d  t h a t  th e  tw o  r e a d in g s  are  n o t  th e  s a m e , t h e  e ffe c t  

of th e screen b e in g  apparently  to  c h a n g e  th e  f o c a l  le n g th  o f  th e  

eye, ren d erin g o n e s o m e w h a t s h o r t-s ig h te d . D r . K i ln e r ’s 

su gg este d  e x p la n a tio n  o f h o w  d ic y a n in e  e n a b le s  u s t o  se e  th e  

au ra is in t im a te ly  b o u n d  u p  w it h  th is  f a c t.  B y  s h o r te n in g  o u r  

sigh t, it  e n a b le s  u s to  fo cu s  r a y s  o f  l ig h t  w h ic h  a r e  n o r m a lly  

in visib le.

D r. K iln e r ’s w o r k  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  fa r  le ss  a t t e n t io n  

in scientific circles th a n  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  h is  c la im s  w o u ld  se e m  

to  h a v e  w a rra n te d . T h e r e  w a s , if  m y  m e m o r y  s e r v e s  m e  c o r r e c t ly ,  

a fa v o u ra b le  r e v ie w  o f th e  s e c o n d  e d itio n  o f  h is  b o o k  in  T he  
M edical Tim es, o f  F e b r u a r y , 1 9 2 1 ;  b u t  s p e a k in g  g e n e r a lly ,  

m ed ical m en  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  d is r e g a r d e d  it .  I n  s p ir itu a lis t ic  

an d  th e o so p h ica l circles, h o w e v e r , D r . K i ln e r ’s w o r k  a r o u s e d  a  

great d e a l o f  in te r e st, th o u g h  h o w  fa r  th e  a u r a  m a d e  

visib le  b y  d ic y a n in e  c a n  b e  e q u a te d  w it h  o n e  o r  o th e r  

o f th e  m a n y  a u r a s  p o s t u la te d  b y  th e o s o p h ic  t h e o r y  a n d  

claim ed  to  b e  v is ib le  t o  c la ir v o y a n t  s ig h t  r e m a in s  a  m o o t  

question . D u r in g  th e  w a r , d ic y a n in e  w a s  u n o b ta in a b le  in  

th is co u n tr y , w h ic h  fa c t  n a t u r a lly  h in d e r e d  r e s e a r c h  ; t h o u g h  

it  sh o u ld  b e  a d d e d  t h a t  th e r e  se e m s n o  g o o d  r e a s o n  w h y  t h is  

d ye alone sh o u ld  p o ssess th e  p r o p e r ty  in  q u e s tio n , a n d  I g a th e r ,  

as a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t, t h a t  M r. B o d d in g to n  is  u s in g  a  m ix e d  d y e  

in co n n ectio n  w ith  h is  “  a u r o s p e cs  ”  a lr e a d y  m e n tio n e d .

W a y  b a c k  in  1 9 1 1 ,  I  h a d  th e  p le a su r e  o f  w itn e s s in g  a  d e m o n ­

stra tio n  b y  D r. K iln e r , o f  w h ic h  a  r e p o r t w a s  p u b lis h e d  in  T h e  
O c c u l t  R e v i e w  ; a n d  I h a v e  n o  h e s ita tio n  in  b e a r in g  w itn e s s  to  

th e gen u in en ess o f  th e  e le m e n ta r y  p h e n o m e n a  a n d  t o  t h e  f a c t  

th a t t h e y  are n o t, a s  so m e  h a v e  s u p p o s e d , th e  r e s u lt  o f  m e n ta l  

su ggestion .

A s  to  th e  e x p la n a tio n  : t h a t  is a n o th e r  m a tte r .

In  1 9 1 1 ,  I h o p e d  to  c a r r y  o u t s o m e  in d e p e n d e n t  e x p e r im e n ts  

w ith  d ic y a n in e  s c r e e n s ; b u t ,  fo r  v a r io u s  re a so n s w a s  u n a b le  t o  

do so a t  th e  tim e . M r. B o d d in g to n ’s in v e n tio n  h a s , h o w e v e r ,  

en abled  m e a t  la s t  to  fu lfil th is  in te n tio n .

T h e  resu lts so  fa r  o b ta in e d  are  o f  a  r a th e r  d is c o n c e r tin g  

ch aracter, a n d  I p ro p o se  g iv in g  a  r e p o r t o f  th e m  h e re  a n d  n o w ,  

in th e h o p es t h a t  o th e rs w ill  t a k e  u p  th e  in v e s t ig a tio n  o f th e  

p h en om en a a n d  p u b lis h  th e ir  r e su lts , so  t h a t  fr o m  a  p o o lin g  o f  a ll  

a v a ila b le  in fo rm a tio n  th e  p u z z le  o f  th e  h u m a n  a u r a  m a y  p e r h a p s  
b§ so lved , - r
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I  fin d , a s  in  t h e  e a r ly  d e m o n s tr a tio n  g iv e n  b y  D r. K ilner  

t h a t  I  c a n  se e  t h e  a u r a , u s in g  th e  s tip u la te d  tech n iq u e, very  

d i s t i n c t ly  in  t h e  fo r m  o f  p a r a lle l  b a n d s  o f  h a z e  b e tw e e n  th e fingers 

o f t h e  t w o  h a n d s  w h e n  th e s e  a r e  h e ld  an  in ch  or tw o  ap art, the 

b a n d  b e h a v i n g  a s  t h o u g h  i t  w e r e  a n  e la s t ic  su b s ta n c e  connecting  

c o r r e s p o n d in g  fin g e r s  w h e n  th e s e  a r e  m o v e d  e ith e r  fu rth er apart 

o r  a t  d iffe r e n t  le v e ls .  A t  tim e s , to o , e a c h  fin ger seem s to  be 

s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  h a z e . I  c a n  se e  th e  a u r a , b u t  less d istin ctly,  

u n d e r  t h e  a r m s  w h e n  th e s e  a r e  h e ld  a k i m b o ; a n d  v e r y  va gu e ly  

a r o u n d  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  n u d e  b o d y .  T h is  is m ore or less in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  D r . K i ln e r ’s s ta te m e n ts  co n ce rn in g  th e de­

v e lo p m e n t  o f  a u r ic  s ig h t ,  lo n g  p r a c tic e  b e in g  req u ired  before the  

w h o le  a u r a  is d is t in c t ly  se e n  a n d  it s  d iffe r e n t p a r ts  distinguished.

T h e  e x t r a o r d in a r y  d is t in c tn e s s  o f  th e  a u r a  betw een  the  

fin g e rs  h o w e v e r , s u g g e s te d  to  m e  t h a t  it  m ig h t  be w o r th  experi­

m e n tin g  w it h o u t  t h e  u se  o f  d ic y a n in e , m e r e ly  o b s e r v in g  th e hands 

h e ld  in  th e  c o r r e c t  p o s it io n  a g a in s t  a  d a r k  b a c k g r o u n d  in a  dim ly  

l i t  ro o m . U n d e r  s u c h  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , I  h a v e  fo u n d  th e  aura to  

b e  e a s ily  v is ib le . T o  g u a r d  a g a in s t  th e  p o s s ib ility  th a t this  

m ig h t  b e  d u e  to  s o m e  p e c u lia r i ty  o f  m y  o w n  s ig h t, I  essayed  the  

e x p e r im e n t w it h  th r e e  o th e r  p e r s o n s  a s  o b se r v e r s, tw o  o f w hom , 

i t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d , h a v e  n e v e r  lo o k e d  th r o u g h  a  d ic y a n in e  screen. 

In  e a c h  c a s e  th e  a u r a  w a s  seen.

S ti l l  m o re  r e m a r k a b le  w a s  th e  r e s u lt o f  s o m e  e x p e rim e n ts  w ith  

a  p a ir  o f  a r tif ic ia l fin g e rs, c u t  fro m  a  p ie c e  o f  w h ite  cardboard . 

T h e s e  a lso  s h o w e d  a n  a u r a , s im ila r  to  t h a t  o b s e r v e d  b e tw e e n  real 

fin g ers, w h ic h  w a s  e a s ily  v is ib le , e s p e c ia lly  a fte r  u sin g the  

“  a u r o s p e c s .”

T h e r e  c a n  b e  l i t t le  o r  n o  d o u b t, I  t h in k , t h a t  th is  la st phe­

n o m e n o n  is d u e  to  a  sp e cie s  o f  o p t ic a l  illu sio n . T h e  o ld  a d a g e  th a t  

“  se e in g  is b e lie v in g  ”  is  o n e  o f  th e  le a s t  tr u e  o f  m a n y  m islead in g  

o ld  s a y in g s . A  v e r y  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  o p tic a l  illu sio n s  are kn ow n , 

p r o d u c e d  b y  v a r io u s  m e a n s , su ch  a s  th e  c o n s tr u c tio n  o f th e  e y e  or 

th e  n a tu r e  o f  l ig h t  its e lf, b u t  h a v in g  n o th in g  in  c o m m o n  w ith  

illu sio n s  w h ic h  are  th e  re s u lt o f  s e lf-s u g g e s tio n , e x c e p t  th eir  

il lu s o r y  n a tu r e . T h is  p a r tic u la r  illu sio n  m a y  b e  d u e, p erh ap s, 

t o  th e  r e la t iv e ly  b r ig h t  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  fin gers o r  ca rd b o a rd , 

a n d  a lso  to  th e ir  c u r v e d  su rfa ce s  c a u s in g  a n  a c c u m u la tio n  of  

l ig h t  r a y s . T h e  fa c t  t h a t  o b s e r v a tio n  o f th e  fin g e r a u ra  is th e  

first s te p  to w a r d s  o b s e r v a tio n  o f  th e  c o m p le te  a u r a  su gg e sts  

t h a t  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a  m a y  b e lo n g  to  th e  d o m a in  o f  

o p tic a l illu sio n s. Jf so , h o w  are  w e  to  e x p la in  D r, K iln e r ’s
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co rrelatio n s b e tw e e n  s p e cific  d ise a se s  w it h  s p e c ific  v a r ia t io n s  in  

th e  a u r a  ?

O n e  w a y  o u t  o f  th e  d iff ic u lty  w o u ld  b e  t o  s a y  t h a t  D r . K iln e r  

w as a  c la ir v o y a n t, a n d  t h a t  h is  e x p e r im e n ts  w it h  d ic y a n in e  w e re  

m e r e ly  th e  m e a n s t h a t  le d  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  h is  c la ir v o y a n c e .  

I t  is a  th e o r y  t h a t  w ill a p p e a l to  so m e , b u t  it  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b een  

a c c e p te d  b y  D r . K iln e r  h im se lf.

I  sh o u ld  h ere s a y , p e r h a p s, t h a t  M r. B o d d in g to n  d o e s n o t  

a c c e p t a ll D r . K iln e r ’s v ie w s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  a u r a  a n d  t h e  p ro ce ss  

w h e r e b y  it  b e c o m e s in c r e a s in g ly  v is ib le  a s  th e  r e s u lt o f  c o n tin u e d  

e x p e rim e n t. D r . K iln e r  w a s  c o n v in c e d  o f  th e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  th e  

au ra, a n d  s o u g h t  fo r  p u r e ly  p h y s ic a l  e x p la n a tio n s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  

p h e n o m e n a  h e  o b s e r v e d . M r. B o d d in g to n  r a th e r  ta k e s  th e  v ie w ,  

I  g a th e r , t h a t  w h e re a s  th e  p r e lim in a r y  p h e n o m e n a  m a y  b e lo n g  to  

th e  re a lm  o f m a tte r , th e s e  a r e  m e r e ly  th e  first s te p  t o  s o m e th in g  

o f a  m o re tr a n s c e n d e n ta l c h a r a c te r . T h e  u se  o f  th e  d ic y a n in e  

screen, so  to  s p e a k , a c c u s to m s  o n e  t o  s e e in g  th e  in v is ib le  a n d  

th u s  fa c ilita te s  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th o s e  p s y c h ic  fa c u ltie s  w h ic h  

are co n n o te d  b y  th e  te rm  "  c la ir v o y a n c e ,”  th e  p h y s ic a l  e m a n a tio n  

or au ra w h ic h  th e  d ic y a n in e  m a k e s  v is ib le  b e in g  b u t  th e  s c r y e r ’s 

c r y s ta l w h erein  th e  v is io n s  o f  th e  s o u l are  m a d e  m a n ife s t.

O u t  o f  th e  co n flic t  o f  o p in io n  arise s m o s t d e fin ite ly  th e  n e e d  

for fu rth e r  research . Is  th e re  a  p h y s ic a l  a u r a  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  

effects w h ic h  c a n  b e  a c c o u n te d  fo r  in  te rm s o f  o p tic a l  illu sio n  ? 

D r. K iln e r ’s c la im s  are  fa r  to o  im p o r ta n t  to  b e  ig n o re d . I f  th e  

a u ra is a  fa c t,  it  is a  fa c t,  n o t o n ly  o f  p r im e  th e o r e tic a l in te r e st, b u t  

also  on e o f g r e a t p r a c tic a l im p o r ta n c e . F o r tu n a t e ly ,  th e  in ­

v e n tio n  o f “  A u r o sp e c s  ”  ren d ers re se a rch  th e  m o re  e a s y , a n d  it  

is to  b e  tr u s te d  t h a t  th e  m a tte r  w ill  n o t b e  n e g le c te d . O n e  

im p r o v e m e n t I  th in k  M r. B o d d in g to n  m ig h t  m a k e  in  h is  a p ­

p a r a tu s, is th e  p r o v is io n  o f  so m e  m e a n s  w h e r e b y  th e  g la sse s  c o u ld  

e a s ily  b e  e m p tie d  o f o n e so lu tio n  a n d  fille d  w ith  a n o th e r . T h is  

n o d o u b t w o u ld  a d d  m a te r ia lly  to  th e ir  c o s t ; b u t  th e re  are  

p r o b a b ly  d e p a r tm e n ts  o f  re se arch  a p a r t  a lto g e th e r  fro m  t h a t  o f  

th e  q u e stio n  o f  th e  a u r a  w h e re  s u ch  g la s s e s  m ig h t  b e  o f  se r v ic e .

I sh o u ld  m e n tio n  th a t ,  o w in g  to  th e  d a n g e r  o f  u n in fo rm e d  p e rso n s  

im a g in in g  t h a t  th e  m ere p u r c h a se  o f  a  p a ir  o f  "  a u r o sp e cs  ”  

co n v e r ts  th e  b u y e r  in to  a  c la ir v o y a n t  a b le  to  d ia g n o s e  d ise a se ,  

M r. B o d d in g to n  s tip u la te s  p u rch a se rs s h a ll a lso  o b ta in  a  

c o p y  o f h is  s p e c ia lly -w r itte n  L e s s o n s  o n  th e  A u r a . K iln e r ’s 

b o o k , o f cou rse, s h o u ld  c e r ta in ly  b e  r e a d  b y  in te n d in g  

in v e stig a to r s.

I
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P R O J E C T I O N  O F  T H E  D O U B L E  

To the Editor o f  T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w .

S i r ,— “  A ’s ”  criticism  of th e  b o o k  The Projection of the Astral Body, 
w h ich  ap p eared  re ce n tly  in  th e correspondence colum ns of the O c c u lt  

R e v i e w  is su rely  a  fine exa m p le o f in con sistency. P ractica lly  one- 

h a lf of “  A ’s ”  argu m en t is fo u n d ed  upon a  sta te m en t w hich she credits 

to  m e, b u t w h ich  is th e pro d u ct o f her ow n  im agin ation . She says :

“  I t  is generous o f h im  to  refuse to  w ith h o ld  this know ledge on the 

p lea th a t  he is n o t in clin ed to  su sp ect others of acts w hich he would 

n o t do h im self.”

T h a t  sta te m en t is n o th in g  m ore or less th a n  an interpolation, for I 

n ever m ade such a  plea. “  A  ”  is m erely m isconstruing a sentence 

fo u n d  on p age x li w h ich  reads : “ I  w o u ld  not h a v e  th e cheek to tell

others t h a t  a  th in g  is to o  dangerous for th e m  to  tr y , b u t n ot too danger­

ous for m e to  t r y — because I  do n o t th in k  th a t I am  so m uch wiser than  

th e y  are.”

“  A  ”  n e x t tells us t h a t : “  I t  is one of th e  m o st im pressive facts  

th a t m en in cap ab le of m ean, base, ty r a n n ic a l action s, are unwilling  

to  recognise th a t there are others— an d  th is  fa c t co n stitu tes a danger.”

I d e n y  the tru th  of this con tention . I d e n y  th a t  m en incapable of 

m ean, base, and tyra n n ic a l action s (if th e y  exist) are blind to the 

e v il of others ; it  is a n y th in g  b u t an im pressive fa ct, an d  is another 

p roduct of “  A ’s ” im agin ation . Such m en w ould be d iv in e  indeed—  

d ivin e fools. Ju st w here is th e  evid ence of th is “ m ost im pressive 

fa ct ? ”

A lm o st everyo n e w ho has stu d ie d  the m a tter  understands that  

protection from  e v il entities is b o th  desirable and needed, b u t I do 

n o t consider "  A ’s ”  bell-jar idea som ething new  or m ore necessary  

now  th an  before, for astral phantom s (i.e,, phantom s of the dead) 

h a v e  been roam ing the earth-plane for countless centuries. I am  at  

a loss to  understand w h y  "  A  ”  is so concerned over tem porarily  

p rojected  e vil phantom s and has n othing to  sa y  concerning perm anently  

p ro jected  evil phantom s. T h e  latter, one w ould th in k, w ould be in a 
far b etter  position to  do m ischief.

W h en  one projects his astral b o d y  and sees, feels, and talk s w ith  
spirits whose m aterial counterparts h ave long ago disintegrated, 

whose m aterial counterparts h ave even  been crem ated, he has (accord- 

in g  to  A  ) v e r y  unstable ground on w hich to  base b elief in im ­
m o rta lity  ! I t  is really  am azin g th a t “ A ’s ”  im agin ation  cannot



CORRESPONDENCE i i 5

conceive of im m o rta lity  based upon such first-han d  evid ence, esp ecially  

when it is so a ctive  on other m atters. “  A  ”  know s she is im m ortal 

because “  m a n y w aters cann ot quench lo ve ”  !

"  A  ’ ’ sa y s th a t m y  experim en ts in astral projection  do n ot m o d ify  

m y  conclusion th a t life is a curse. T h en  “  A  ”  should h a v e  no 

objection to  follow ing in m y  footsteps.

“  A  ”  is m akin g experiments of another kin d — exp erim en ts in  

“  L o ve, w hich neither pain, nor fear, nor loss, nor rejection, nor all  

the tra g e d y  of life can qu ench.”  I t  is strange th a t su ch a  super- 

pow erful L o ve  exists in a  w orld filled w ith  pain  an d  tra g e d y . “  A ’s ”  

ve ry  words corroborate m y  own conclusion, th a t life is a  cu rse ! Fu rth er, 

one w ould be inclined to  th in k  th a t “  A ’s ”  all-con q uerin g “  L o v e  ”  

w ould be m ore th an  an “  exp erim en t,”  and it  ap p a re n tly  overcom es  

everyth in g  b u t “  intrusion b y  e v il en tities.”

“  A  ”  hin ts th a t I  do not know  th e m eaning o f “  L o v e ’s 

Im m o rta lity ,”  an d  I ad m it th a t I  d o n ’t. N o r does an yone else !

A s  m igh t be exp ected, “  A  ”  brings u p  th e age-old  argu m en t ab o u t  

the dangers of interfering w ith  N a tu r e ’s L aw s. J u st w ho know s  

w h at are N a tu re ’s L aw s ? If  we are endow ed b y  N a tu re  w ith  the  

powers of Projection, w ho can s a y  w e are interfering w ith  N a tu r e ’s 

L aw s ? W e m igh t consider th a t ta k in g  a  b a th  is not allo w in g N atu re  

to  tak e her course. Is it  N a tu re ’s L a w  to  w ear clo th in g, to  bu ild  

bridges, to  use soap and w ater, to  use e le c tricity  an d  lig h t darkness ? 

W e progress o n ly  b y  interfering w ith  N a tu re ’s L aw s.

Sincerely yours,

S Y L V A N  J. M U L D O O N .

S E E R S H I P  A N D  M E D IU M S H IP  

To the Editor of T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w .

S i r ,— T he recent article in the O c c u l t  R e v i e w  b y  Mr. E . C. M erry  

under the ab ove title  has interested me gre a tly , an d  I desire to  offer 
a few  com m ents upon it.

M a y I prem ise b y  rem arking th a t I  becam e a  stu d en t o f T h eo -  

sophical literatu re th irty-five  years ago, an d  h a ve  also read som e of D r. 

R udolfe Stein er’s w orks published b y  th e A n th rop osop hical S o ciety.  

In  addition, I h a ve  been an in vestigato r in psysical research for ab o u t  

fo r ty  years, the last thirteen  years bein g the m ost in ten sive in  th a t  

w ork. A  few  d ays before reading Mr. M erry's article I w rote the  

concluding chapter of a  book n arratin g som e e vid e n tial experiences  

th a t h ave com e m y  w a y . T h u s, I do not app roach the su b ject o f the  

article w ith o u t some know ledge of the teach in gs desirable from  bo th  

T heosop hy and A n th roposophy, and a p ractica l experience of p sych ic  
phenom ena.

I h ave not h ad  th e o p p o rtu n ity  of reading the series of lectu res b y  

D r . Steiner to  w hich Mr. M erry refers, b u t th e su m m ary of th em  given
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in  th e  artic le  co n v e y s  c le a rly  to  m e th e m ain point upon which I 

desire to  co m m en t.

I  do n o t q u estio n  th a t  sp iritu a l illu m in atio n  is obtain able b y  the 

process of “  in ten sificatio n  of th e  n o rm al consciousness,” advocated  

b y  D r. S te in er an d, a p p a re n tly , p ractise d  b y  Mr. M erry. N or do I—  

b y  reason of m y  ow n p erso n al exp erien ce— d o u b t th e possibility of 

d ecep tio n  in  tra n ce — m ed iu m sh ip  of th e  k in d  sp ecifically  indicated in 

th e article. W h ere I find m y se lf com p elled  to  join  issue w ith  Mr. 

M erry is u p o n  th e  p o in t th a t no pro visio n  is m ade (so far as I  can see) 

in  th e  com parison  o f “  Seership ”  an d  “  M edium sh ip,”  for a n y other 

form  of m edium ship th an  th a t in w hich, to  use Mr. M erry’s own 

w ords, “  th e  m ed iu m  has o b lite ra te d  his e g o ,”  w ith  th e consequences 

p o stu la te d  as an in e v ita b le  result.

M y  ow n  experiences h a v e  in v a r ia b ly  been  confined to  the position  

of a  critica l observer, a lw a y s  in possession o f n orm al consciousness, 

ta k in g  carefu l n o te  of su ch p hen om en a as m a y  h a ve  been produced. 

T h ese h a v e  in clu d ed  the s tu d y  of tran ce-m ed iu m sh ip  in w hich, so far 

as I h a v e  been  able to  ju d g e , th e  ego of th e  m ed ium  has been  

“  o b lite ra te d  ”  d u rin g tran ce. In  th e m a jo r ity  of such cases the 

results p red icated  as in e v ita b le  b y  Mr. M erry  h a v e  not been apparent. 

I do n ot w ish  to  stress th is point ; I  w o u ld  m erely  sa y  th a t w hat he 

regards as u nescapable I w ou ld  consider as a  p o ssib ility  ; it  m ay  

ce rta in ly  happen, b u t it  is n ot a  necessary corollary. T h a t  is all.

T h e  real difference b etw een  us— if I am  to  a cce p t his definition of 

m edium ship as in ten d ed  to  cover th e w hole ground of m en tal pheno­

m ena— w ould be th a t he has le ft out of acco u n t ty p e s  of m edium ship  

w hich ce rta in ly  do n ot fall w ith in  his ca te g o ry, because in the typ es I 

h a ve  in m in d  th e ego of th e m ed ium  is not o bliterated , b u t remains 

in fu ll possession during the w hole of th e  phenom ena.

I  can sp eak of one case w ith  p ositiveness— th e m edium ship of m y  

w ife. W e w orked together u n b ro ken ly for seven  years, from  1916 till 

1923, during w hich her m ed iu m sh ip in clu d ed a u to m atic w ritin g (without 

the fain test know ledge of w h a t her h an d  w as w riting), clairvoyance  

and clairaudience, and from  first to  last she w as in  possession of full, 
norm al, p h ysical consciousness.

I  am , Sir, Y o u rs  o bed ien tly,
T . A . R . P U R C H A S .

W H O  S H A L L  J U D G E ?

To the Editor of T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w .

S i r ,— T he su b ject of “  H . P. B . ’s ” p ersonality (and teaching) appears  

to  o ccu p y th e m inds of your readers to  the exte n t of o ccu p yin g much  

space, and m uch erudition is evid en t in discussions around her and her 

w ork. F ew , how ever, are convinced b y  such argum ent, either for or 
against a  favou rable ju dgm en t.
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I t  is the fate of all w ho seek to  in terest the w orld -m in d  in th e deeper  

m atters of true spiritu al evolution  to  be m isin terpreted b y  lesser 

minds. T o  be m isunderstood is in evitab le, w hen ever th e expression  

of faith  or know ledge passes b eyo n d  accep ted  form ula.

M ost persons w ho gain  som e con ception  h elp fu l to  th eir ow n  

m en tality, are ap t to  th in k  th a t con ception  should be accep ted  b y  

eve ry b o d y  else. M adam e B la v a ts k y  alien ated  m a n y  b y  a stron g  

and am azin g exterior, b u t it  is w ell know n she w as u tte r ly  indifferent  

in regard to  the m ere personality, and no stan d ard  should ever be  

app lied to  her, as app lied to  ourselves.

H ow  m uch ju d gm en t m a y  err w e all know . P ard on  a  personal 

reference. A  la d y  w ho has. on m a n y  occasions, heard th e present 

w riter speak in  public, recen tly  cam e in to personal touch. N o t  

suspecting the condem nation in th is la d y ’s m ind, con versation  led  to  

an expression of faith — w hen she said, “  I  am  g la d  to  hear y o u  s a y  th is  

now, because I  used to  sa y  w hen I heard y o u  speak, ' S he is etc., etc., 

B u t w h at a p ity  she is an A th e ist ! ’ ”  A n  A t h e i s t ! an am using  

error of ju d gm en t. M a y not the sam e th in g  occur in  other cases ? 

W hen one recalls the w ords of S h elley— “  T h e  N am e of G o d  h a th  

w rapped all crim e about w ith  holiness ” — one m a y  w ell pause before  

using “  the N am e of G od ”  to  sanction our ow n p articu lar view s. 

B o o k  after book is published g iv in g  view s ab o u t “  G o d ,”  an d  ab o u t  

“  C h rist,”  the expression of hum an m e n ta lity  to  describe th a t w h ich  

rem ains through all ages— unspeakable, indescribable, b eyo n d  all 

measure of hum an m e n ta lity  I

A ccording to the bias of the person speakin g "  G o d  ”  is a  "  Ju d ge ”  

— a "  F ath er ”  or w h at not ¡— w ords app licable to  hu m an  lim ited  

conditions b u t n ot app licable to  unconditioned B eing. T hose w ho  

realise this and refuse to  ap p ly  term s of lim itatio n  to  T h a t  w h ich  is 

beyon d all the im posed lim itation s of hum an m inds are term ed  

“  A th eists ” b y  those who, all too read ily, p ersonify their “  G o d ,”  
a reflection of their own person.

T h e sam e applies to  ju d gm en t of personalities— “  H o w  can we  

gauge the whole, w ho can o n ly  guess a p art ? H ow  can  w e read the  

Life, w hen we cannot spell the H eart ? ”  T hese an d  sim ilar queries  

rem ind us th a t our ju d gm en ts are often prem ature, and founded  

upon insufficient d ata. E v e n  “  Cosm ic Consciousness ”  becom es  

lim ited b y  a n y words used to in dicate it. T o  becom e “  identified ”  w ith  

G od ’ (the aim  of m ystics and saints) m igh t seem  unsullied  

bliss, till we realise th a t seem ing “  e vil ”  is also p art of universal 
consciousness.

P o ssib ly  the “  W h ite  R o b e ”  is not a garm en t th a t has never  

been sm irched— b u t one th a t has been d yed  black  in the errors of 

hum an life, stained w ith  the h ea rt’s blood of exp iatio n , and “  m ade  

w hite ”  o n ly through th a t long and terrible expiation . Such stories
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can  n ever b e  w r itte n  in  w ords, b u t o n ly  in  th e  Soul. In  view  of the 

stu p en d o u s im p licatio n  of th e  B ir th  an d  D e a th  and Resurrection of 

“  T h e  C h rist ”  in  M ankin d , dare w e interpose our p u n y minds in 

p rem atu re ju d g m e n t ? A n d  y e t,  in  e v e r y  phase of L ife  the error 

of p rem atu re “  kn o w led ge ”  is u r g e n tly  forced  u pon  us. “  T o  know  

G o d  ”  is relegated  to  the ba ck gro u n d , w hile it  is considered more 

im p o rta n t to  d e ve lo p  facu lties an d  g ra ve r  facilities for the extension  

o f our “  pow ers ! ”  S o m e b o d y  w h o m  w e  condem n as “  A theist ”  

m a y  be nearer th an  w e th in k  to  th e C en tre an d  Source of Life, even  

w h ile claim in g no su pern orm al pow ers. S p iritu al Vision reverses 

m u n dan e ju d g m e n ts, and to  urge our ow n  desires, lackin g submission 

to  an d  accep tan ce o f th e U n iversal W ill, m a y  be a  retrograde and 

n o t progressive m otion . T h e  w orsh ip of p erso n a lity  has become a 

m ania, an d  “  F o o ls fou nd  g o d lik e in th eir ow n esteem , Tongues with  

self for their eternal th e m e ,”  w o u ld  supersede th e one voice that 

“  speaks to  th e H e a rt alo n e.”

I t  w as once th e fate  of the present w riter to  hear a lecture from the 

"  Secular ”  p latform , w hen  a  m an, a t  one tim e a  preacher of "  The  

G ospel of C h rist,”  sum m ed u p  Jesus in opprobrious term s, of the same 

ch aracter as those ap p lied  to  “  H . P . B . ”  O n ly  he w as “  unam icable  

an d  in estim able,”  m easured b y  th e stand ard s of H is age— and the  

insults heap ed  upon th a t aw fu l B ein g, in carn ated  for the w orld’s aid, 

h a ve  surpassed an y  w ords ap p lied  to  “ H . P . B .”  or an y  other “ Lover ” 

of th is  m ad  H u m a n ity  ! So do w e err in  ju d g m e n t ! M a y we not—  

m ost of us— w rite ourselves dow n "  an u n m itig ate d  ass ”  when, in 

clearer L ig h t, w e review  our p ast (— and present) ju d gm en ts ? W hen  

all our “  ta w d y  rags ”  of “  self-esteem  ”  are torn a w a y  b y  some 

ruthless circum stance, then  o n ly, perhaps, shall we rig h tly  estim ate our 

place ”  in the "  ladder ”  th a t rests upon th e earth, and reaches 

in to  H eaven . Y o u rs faith fu lly , “  A .”

S C I E N C E  A N D  S E X  

To the Editor of  T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w .

S i r ,— O ne w elcom es knowledge, from  w h ate ve r source, b u t if our soi- 
disant “  o ccu ltists,”  “  m oralists,”  an d  "  p u rity-m o n gers ”  in w riting  

on th e su bject of sex e x h ib it an ignorance and intolerance alm ost as 

ab ysm a l as orth odox religious b ig o try , one m a y  be pardoned if one 

regards their statem en ts w ith  suspicion.

Mr. T h om as F o ster in a  recent letter asserts th a t “  sex-force is 

n ot an end in itself, and m ust n ot be considered as such and indulged  

in for m ere sensual gratification. If  th e  specific purpose for w hich  
it  is intended is absent, it  is w rong, and we m u st abstain.”

W h a t evidence has Mr. F o ster th a t the hum an b o d y  is “  ordained ” 
to  be used for a n y  “  specific purpose

T h e  fa c t th a t we possess the sense of sigh t does n ot m ean th at  

w e are ordained to  read the B ib le and regard it as the sole
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repository of tru th  (as som e religionists im agine), nor does the fact  

th a t w e possess sexu al en ergy m ean th a t w e are under co n tra ct w ith  

an y  h yp o th etical H igher Pow ers on H igher Planes to  d e vo te  this  

energy to  th e exclu sive production of offspring.

T h e  d esirab ility  of conception is o b v io u sly  depen den t on the  

in dividu al circum stances of the prospective parents : if th e y  are  

p h ysically  or m e n ta lly  d efective, or im poverished, or if  th e y  are too  

bu sy to  g iv e  the requisite am ount of tim e to  the proper u p brin gin g of 

children it is clear th a t th e y  should, in all conscience, avoid conception. 

B u t this does not m ean th a t th e y  m ust also a vo id  normal sexual 
intercourse.

T h e  “  m oralist ”  and "  p u rity-m o n ger ”  are, ap p aren tly , either  

unable or u nw illing to  grasp the fa ct th a t sex  in its m aterial asp ect is 

a purely physiological process, d irectly  dependent on certain  glan dular  

a c tiv ity  com m on to  all h e a lth y  adults, and is, therefore, neither m oral 

nor im m oral, bein g as n atural as the desire for food.

N o w  it  has been d efin itely and d ecisively  proved b y  m odern p sych o ­
logists and sexologists th a t regular, norm al sexu al intercourse (in 

m oderation, of course) is d istin ctly  beneficial to  the p h y sical and  

m ental health  of the parties concerned, w hereas suppression of the  

sexual instinct in va ria b ly  results in n ervous disorders, obsessions, 

m ental in stab ility , and, freq uen tly, crim e and in san ity. H ence, it  is 

u nlikely th a t anyone in their senses w ill ad o p t th e ad v ice  of the  

“  m oralist ”  and “  abstain  ”  from  satisfyin g their p e rfe ctly  norm al, 

h ealth y, and legitim ate desires.

B u t, to  obtain  sexual satisfaction  and a t  the sam e tim e to  a vo id  

conception w hen undesirable, it  is necessary to  em p lo y  co n tracep tives, 

w hich are no more “  u nn atu ral ”  th an  w earing spectacles or artificial 
teeth.

C onsequently, the “ m oralist’s ”  recitation of pious p latitu d es such  

as "  U n n atu ral vice— not birth control bu t se//-control— frustration  

of N a tu re ,” etc., can be valu ed  a t their tru e w orth, w hich is rather  
less than  nil.

It  should be noted, in cid en tally, th a t th a t m uch overw orked and  

high-sounding phrase “ self-control ” does not, in  re a lity, m ean  

com plete abstinence, as the “  p u rity-m o n gers ”  erroneously suppose. 

Control, properly understood, m eans in telligen t use of a  fa cu lty , 

im p lyin g restraint w hen necessary, an d  action w hen  necessary.

Y o u rs faith fu lly,
C L I N T O N  G R A Y - F I S K .

T H E  P S Y C H O L O G Y  O F  S E X  

To the Editor of  T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w .

Sir,— I was well enough aware, in a general way, of what to expect 
when I took your contributor, Dion Fortune, to task for making
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sta te m e n ts  th a t  e v e r y  w ell-in fo rm ed  person kn ow s belong to  the 

realm  o f d iscred ited  an d  e xp lo d e d  superstitions. T h e  subject of 

in versio n  is a  th o r n y  an d  difficult one for som e people from lack of 

scientific kn o w led ge, b u t it  is n o t m ade easier b y  th e d ogm atic nonsense 

o f p reten tio u s ignorance. Mr. F . C. C on stable is the honour­

ab le  excep tio n , a n d  m akes th e  one in telligen t contribution to the 

discussion.

W e in ig e r ’s th e o ry, w h ich  h e v e r y  ap p o site ly  quotes, is, of course, 

a b io lo g ical com m o n p lace now . T h e  q u a n tita tiv e  th eo ry of sex is 

v e r y  c le a r ly  an d  lu c id ly  sta te d  in  th a t  excellen t w ork, Taboo and 
Genetics (K n ig h t B la n ch a rd  Peters). A n o th e r adm irable book also 

is The Glands Regulating Personality, of D r. L o u is B erm an.

D io n  F o rtu n e , co n victe d  of u tte r ly  erroneous and ignorant state­

m en ts, b y  th e results of fifty  years of scientific research b y  medical 

m en, biologists an d  p sych o lo gists of in tern atio n al standing, has no 

re p ly  b u t a  base an d  m on strous accu satio n  of condoning “  unnatural 

v ic e .”  I t  is n ot possible to  co n d u ct an argu m en t w ith  anyone who 

has recourse to  such m ethods.
Y o u r s  etc., K . S.

S P O N T A N E O U S  A U T O M A T I S M  

To the Editor of T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w  

S i r ,— T he follow ing verses m u st, I  fa n cy , b e  som e kind of auto­

m a tic  w ritin g  on m y  p art. I  rem em ber ho ld in g a  pencil in m y  hand  

in  a  slack period in  a  large business office in  L ondon. I  h ave no 

recollection  w h atso ever of th in k in g  th em  o u t or of w ritin g  them . For  

th e tim e m y  m in d  w as a  b lan k. W h en  I "  cam e to  earth  ”  again  

these verses w ere before m e in m y  h an d w ritin g, b u t curiously unsteady  

in letter form ation.

Can an yone th row  lig h t on th e m a tte r  ? I  am  a  powerful 

clairv o ya n t, b u t h a ve  n ever been to  a séance or m et a n y  medium s.

Since the M orning of T im e,
F ro m  out of the m ists I  h a v e  com e,
A n d  through aeons untold,
F ro m  the lon g-buried cities of old,
Sw eeping on to  its u ltim a te  goal
H as m y  Soul w in ged its w a y  tow ards its  H om e.

W hen ce it cam e, w here it goes, w ho m a y  sa y  ?
T h ro u gh  ages forgotten  it sped.
T hrough the aeons, the E m p ires long dead,
I t  has com e, like a spark from  a  fire,
A  star from  the firm am ent dark,
A  lam ben t and sm ouldering spark
F rom  the G o d -H ead  of all
W h ich  all-goodness alone can inspire.
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W hen  N in eveh  ruled o ’er the w orld  

A n d  B a b ylo n  gloried in sin,

A s a liv in g  and u n d yin g gleam  

I t  soared o ’er the stream  

O f the e vil and vice,
T h e  horrors to  w hich th e y ’re akin.

A n d  so through the ages it  sped,
A n d  w hither it goes the fu tu re alone w ill reveal.

A s a bird  on the w ings of the storm  

Is  borne in  from  th e n igh t  

T hrough the portals ajar,
So the soul is borne onw ard through T im e  

B u t the E n d  is ineffable L ig h t.
I. T .

P R E - E X I S T E N C E  v. R E I N C A R N A T I O N  

To the Editor o f  T h e  O c c u l t  R e v i e w .

S i r ,— Y our correspondent, J. M. M acD onald , b y  askin g the question , 

“  W ho is lik e ly  to  be righ t ? ”  g ives m e an o p p o rtu n ity  of g e ttin g  to  

the core of the fallacy. Mr. M acD o n ald  obtain ed  his belief b y  m eans  

of independent stu d y, y e t  w hen he m et a  la d y  w ho h a d  been his w ife  

in three previous incarnations, he confesses th a t neither of th em  

rem em bered a n yth in g  of their earlier incarnations. O ur frien d ’s 

know ledge of m uch th a t he relates rests on th e in form ation  of a  

sp ir it-e n tity  w ho claim s to  be a p ast e a r th ly  fath er of his.

I t  is w ell know n th a t m em ory is a lw a ys re-aw aken ed w hen w e  

touch again the scene or plane of form er a ctivitie s  ; th a t  sp irit-en tities  

can recollect the details of earth-life althou gh th e y  m a y  h a ve  lost 

their m em ory prior to  the renew al of co n tact w ith  the earth.

A g e d  people of this w orld  h a v in g  becom e tired  of a d u lt artificial 

consciousness, dropping b a ck  to  the n atu ral consciousness of e arly  

childhood, recollect the incidents of e arly  child-life b e tte r  th an  th e y  

do the even ts of in terven in g years. Therefore it  is n atu ra l to  ask  

w h at has gone w rong w ith  the law  of m em o ry in the case of this th rice- 

w edded, thrice-m urdered A tlan te an , E g y p tia n  B ritish er an d  his  

con ju gal com rade of these events.

D oes Mr. M acD onald exp ect m e to  accep t as an undeniable a u th o rity  

a sp irit-e n tity  whose credentials I  m a y  le g itim a te ly  d o u b t ? I  h a ve  

com e across so m a n y  obvious im personations th a t I  accep t w ith  a 

grain of salt m a n y  of th e high-sounding nam es claim ed for the  

“  Guides ”  of professing Spiritu alists. I f  Mr. M acD o n ald  has live d  

for the fellow ship, com m union and directing pow er of T h e  H o ly  

Spirit, th a t is more to  me as a Sp iritu alist than  all the fanciful claim s  
of d ou btful dignitaries.
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I h a v e  no desire to  h id e m y se lf beh in d the claim s of "  Guides,” 

nor tra d e  on th e  c r e d u lity  o f o th ers in ask in g th em  to  accept authority  

w h ich  can  m ean  n o th in g  unless th e y  can  h a v e  proved m y  integrity. 

W e  h a v e  to  t r y  th e  sp irits  an d  see if  th e y  are true, w hether th e y  have  

d e p arted  from , or still have a  p h y sic a l b o d y .

T o  those w h o  are b e st in fo rm ed  there are as m a n y  Spiritists  

or m ere P sy c h ic s  on th e sp irit-sid e o f life as there are th is side. The  

tru e S p iritu a list realises th e d an ger of th e  deceitfu l, the crude, the 

obsessing an d  ign o ran t p ractices o f th is cou n terfeit presentm ent of 

H o ly  T r u th . I t  therefore follow s t h a t  I  am  ju st as m uch lik ely  to  

b e rig h t, or w ron g, as our frien d ’s “  G u id e .”

M a y  I re sp e ctfu lly  su gg est th a t th e  o n ly  accep tab le  au th ority is 

w ith in  ou rselves ? W e  m a y  do w ell to  listen  to  spirit-m essages, but  

w e are n o t ju s t to  o u rselves if  w e are co n te n t m e re ly  to  echo the thought  

or sta te m e n ts  o f others, w h o ever th e y  m a y  claim  to  be. N ever could 

a n y  one teach er kn o w  A L L  th e tru th , n ever cou ld  a n y  one teacher 

claim  to  b e  ab so lu te ly  in fallib le  ; even  Jesus of N a za re th  is recorded to  

h a ve  said th a t those w h o  rem ain ed  beh in d  him  should do greater works 

th an  he. D id  G a u ta m a  th e  B u d d h a , Z arath u stra, Confucius, Moses 

or P la to  presum e to  h a ve  p ronoun ced the last w ord in spiritual ethics ?

T heosophists, O ccu ltists  an d  m a n y  S p iritu a lists believe in old or 

elder souls, bein g su ch b y  reason of th e fa c t  th a t th e y  h a ve  had longer 

experience before com in g to  th is earth  th an  others. If, as one m ay  

b e co n tin u a lly  to ld , he is an old  or elder soul, is he n o t justified in 

g iv in g  to  th e w orld th e benefit of all he has gath ered  before his 
in carnation  ?

If  I seem  to  h a v e  digressed, it  is o n ly  to  m eet our friend’s final 

question. T h e  professed E g y p tia n  G u id e m a y  b e no more than  

an elem en tary or earth -b o u n d  A stra l-b e in g  p la yin g  upon the 

desires, im agery an d  su ggestion s of Mr. M a cD o n a ld ’s m ind. Our 

frien d ’s “ belief ”  in reincarnation m a y  be due to  unsuspected  

hallu cination  draw n from  racial or h ered itary  co n scio u sn ess; it  m ay  

be due to  his in tim a te  association w ith  earth -con d ition s w hilst pre­
existin g  on the A stra l-p la n e ; or it  m a y  be due to  an unsuspected  
pow er of P sych o m etry.

T h e  tru e M ystic  a lw a ys allow s of th e  possible tru th  of th a t which, 

in the d iv e rsity  of other m inds, seems u n a cce p ta b le.* W e cann ot afford 

to  be d ogm atic, th ou gh  to  ourselves th a t w hich w e express m a y  be 
th o ro u gh ly axiom atic.

I tru st th e an im atin g spirit of m y  m ind w ill be accep ted  and  
reciprocated.

Y o u rs Sincerely,
J O H N  H Y D E  T A Y L O R .

That which Mr. MacDonald has written may be the partial expression of 
a truth coloured by personal pre-conceptions.
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T h e  last issue of P s y c h e  is relieved  b y  one of D r. F . G. C ro o ksh an k’s 

caustic and v ita l com m unications. H e has been absent too long from  

its pages and is refreshing an d  u n exp ected  as ever, th o u gh  his pap er is 

more technical th an  usual. I t  is m a in ly  on diagnosis an d  disease, 

and w as read before the C am bridge U n iv e rsity  M edical S o ciety. It  

is more th an  outspoken and fearless, abou nd in g in su btle thrusts, 

all in the cause of liberation  from  fetters of old con ven tion . T o  insist 

on the academ ic w a y  of diagnosis as th e o n ly  right w a y  is like in sistin g  

th a t the distance betw een the earth  an d  m oon is so m a n y  m iles an d  

not so m a n y kilom etres. T h a t fact th a t there are other w a y s  is 

illu strated  b y  exam ples of successful procedure on the p a rt of a Chinese  

practitioner, collaborating w ith  a m edical m issionary an d  o btain in g  

cures. A n oth er v e r y  curious article is on “ b ib lio -p sy ch o lo g y ,” 

otherw ise “ the science of books,”  and “ th e  p sy ch o lo g y  o f th e business  

of books,” as developed b y  Dr. R oubakin e, whose nam e is said to  be  

a household w ord in R ussia. T h e  law s upon w h ich  it is based are 

laid down at length, and bib lio -p sych o lo gy  em erges as th e s tu d y  of 

(i) “  T h e psychological typ e s  of persons en gaged in the business of 

books ”  ; (2) T h eir labour and its  psych o lo gical peculiarities ”  ; 

(3) "  T h e  results of the labour ”  ; (4) “  T h e  social en viron m en t in  

w hich these books are produced and d istribu ted .”  I t  appears, h o w ­
ever, th a t the R ussian w riter’s magnum opus on th e su b ject has re­

m ained so far in m anuscript. A  third  article is on Consciousness and  

R e a lity , including a  consideration of occult phenom ena, te le p ath y, 

clairvoyance and so forth. W e h ave a tte m p te d  also to  re a d  Mr.

J. D . B ern al’s “  E n q u iry  into the future of the three enem ies of the  

rational soul,” otherwise, the W orld, the F lesh  and the D e v i l ; b u t as 

a forecast of alleged thin gs to  com e it appears to  us a  s tu d y  in  

nightm are.

T h e  R e v u e  Me t a p s y c h i q u e  opens w ith  a  m em orial notice of 

B aron von Sch ren ck -N o tzin g, b y  Professor Charles R ich e t, em b o d yin g  

an account in brief of the friendship w hich rem ained betw een  them  

for no less than  fo r ty  years, and citin g  their p sych ical in vestiga tio n s  

in com m on w ith  the m edium s E u sa p ia  P allad in o  and E v a . Professor  

R ich et affirms th a t M etapsychics has been raised in to  the position of 

a true science, than ks to von  Schrenck, and th a t he w ill b e  held  in  

honoured m em ory w ith  Crookes, de R ochas, M yers and O liver  

Lodge. . . . T h e renaissance of A stro lo gy  in F rench circles is pro­
ceeding at a great pace, and y e t  another periodical d evo ted  in the  

m ain to this subject has appeared under the title  of L e  C h a r io t . It  

is described as a m o n th ly  review  of experim en tal p sy ch o lo g y  and
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o ccu ltism  ; b u t w h eth er it is discu ssin g P sy ch ics, T a ro t Cards, or the 

d e d u c tiv e  an d  exp erim en ta l asp ects of C hirom an cy, the astrological 

p o in t o f v ie w  is n o t less e v id e n t th a n  in  a  treatise dedicated to “ the 

science o f th e  sta rs,”  w h ich  m a k es its  begin n in g in th e first issue. 

T h e re  are tw o  su p p lem en ts p rod uced  se p ara tely, one on the Mysteries 

o f th e  H a n d , as D esbaro lles w o rded  it  in n ow  v e r y  old days, and the 

oth er an  in stalm e n t of a  Dictionnaire de VOccultisme Expérimental. 
T h e y  are to  be co n tin u ed  from  m o n th  to  m on th , and in conjunction  

w ith  these g ifts  L e  C h a r io t  is  of considerable dim ensions and 

alto geth er an am bitio u s u n d ertak in g. . . .

L ’A s t r o s o p h ie  w as n o ticed  in these p ages w hen the first number 

app eared. I t  has been follow ed  b y  tw o  others, the place of publication  

b ein g T u n is, w here th ere is an A stro lo gica l In stitu te  of w hich it is 

th e  official organ. T h e  p red o m in an t s u b je c t is in d icated  b y  this fact 

as w ell as b y  th e title , an d  one zealous co n tribu to r has deemed it  

possible to  affirm  t h a t  w h a tso e v e r  is fo u n d  in  th e  universe belongs to  

“  th e  su blim e science o f a stra l in flu en ce.”  I t  is to  be understood, 

h o w ever, t h a t  th ere is an e x o te ric  an d  an  esoteric A stro lo gy , the first 

b ein g  ca lcu la te d  to  co n vin ce th e  ju d g m e n t of th e  “  n a tive  ” as to  its 

scientific ch aracter an d  claim s, w hile it  is said  th a t th e second should 

to u ch  his h eart an d  soul. P re su m a b ly  it  is no easy business to  

“  astrologise ”  in the la tte r  sense, for w e are to ld  th a t it  demands 

n ot o n ly  an e xp e rt kn ow ledge of p sy ch o lo g y , b u t also “  th e science of 

th e C a su ist.”  N ew m an  said  th a t th is is a  great science, bu t if it is 

still ta u g h t in sem inaries of the L a tin  C hurch th eir doors w ould not 

open to  an astrological n ovice. . . .

M. H enri D u rville , w ritin g  in  th e last issue o f E u d i a , assures us 

th a t th e existen ce of a  soul of th in gs is a certain  fa c t for the initiate, 

because there is life in all, life a lw a ys an d  everyw here. It  appears 

further th a t if those w ho are in itiates should a tta in  th e grade of m astery  

th e y  could dissociate the m olecules of bodies and form  other bodies 

therefrom  b y  a  process of regrouping. T h is  w as attem p ted  b y  the 

alchem ists, and it is said  th a t th e v  succeeded from  tim e to  tim e. 

T here follow s an excursion in to  the m eaning of alchem ical sym bolism  ; 
and as regards its T h ree Principles-— Sulphur, M ercury and S a lt— we 

should understand th a t Sulphur is the m ale, M ercury the fem ale, 

w hile S alt is a  neuter b o d y  w hich is the agen t of transm u tation . The  

m asculine b o d y  is the nucleus of the atom , w hile the fem inine answers 

to the electrons. T h e  M arriage of the K in g  and Q ueen, of Sun and  

Moon, recurrent in H erm etic literature, signifies the union of the male  

and fem ale principles. T h is  is obviou s on the face of the allegories ; 
b u t M. D u rv ille  adds (i) th a t if m atter be dissociated and its elem ents 

regrouped, su bsequen tly the resulting product w ill be neuter and w ill 

change m atter at the w ill of the physicist ; (2) th a t th is has been ac­
com plished b y  several chem ists, including M. J o lliv e t C astelot. . . . 
W e m a y  pass therefore to  La Rose Croix of the indefatigable
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a lc h e m is t; b u t he is engrossed ju st now  w ith  the R eligion  of Science, 

and the Science of R eligion. H is  disquisitions thereupon h a ve  reached  

a seven th  in stalm en t, w hich offers of itself a great array  of colum ns. 

I t  is d ed icated  to  a com parison of official L a tin  T h e o lo g y , w ith  som e­
th in g denom inated la Théodicée U?iivei,selle, p o ssib ly  labelled  b y  

him self, as w e do n ot seem  to  h a ve  m et w ith  it  p revio u sly  under this  

title. I t  is otherw ise fam iliar enough and derives from  m a n y  quarters. 

There are sub-sections on grace, on the E u ch a rist, an d  on the d estin y  

of m an after death. W e app reciate M. C a ste lo t’s good offices in  

furnishing references b y  w hich his citation s and som e, a t least, of his  

statem ents can be ch ecked a t need. I t  is to  be n o ted  th a t he affirms 

categorically “  th e  essential id e n tity  o f G o d  an d  the w o rld ,”  b u t  

stultifies him self alm ost im m ed ia tely  b y  an allusion to  th e D iv in e  

Presence therein. T h e  im m inence of G o d  in creation  is n o t a  D o ctrin e  

of id e n tity . . . .  M. A rm a n d  B éd arrid e has a tte m p te d  p revio u sly  to  

place a  figu rative in terpretation  on th e lan gu age-sym bo ls and avo w ed  

o bject of A lch em y. H e has returned to  th is su b je ct in a recent issue  

of L e  S y m b o l is m e . H is thesis is fo rtu n a te ly  brief, for it  happens  

th a t the result is thin. T h e  purification of our passions and em otions  

is said to  be a Sp iritu al A lch e m y  and com parable to  the tran sm u tatio n  

of m etals, w hile such transm u tation  is com parable to  th e  “  con ­
version ”  of Church term inology. M. B édarride m a y  find it  possible  

to  proceed further if he has recourse to  Jacob-B oh m e. A n o th er and  

ve ry  different article from  the sam e pen appears in the n e x t issue of 

the sam e review , and w e h a ve  read w ith  interest th e w riter’s account  

of satirical and sym bo lical sculptures w hich m ediaeval op erative  

masons carved on churches, as w ell as his com m ents thereon. It  

should be noted, how ever, th a t some of his m aterial w as accessible  

previously in  the w orks of F in d el and G ould. . . .  L e  S y m b o l is m e  

has other articles of interest, and w e register agreem ent w hen one of 

them  affirms th a t early  heresies are of prodigious interest, for th e y  

illustrate the in tellectu al ferm ent in th e m id st of w hich Christian  

dogm a originated and developed. W e agree also w ith  M. O sw ald  

W irth, w ho la ys down (1) th a t the in itiation  of C raft M asonry is so 

far o n ly of a  cerem onial c h a r a c te r ; (2) th a t ad ep ts of the so-called  

R o y a l A r t  are a sym bol o n ly  of th a t w hich th e y  should becom e in  

reality  ; and (3) th a t m asons are in itiated  according to  th e  dead letter  

of formalism, n ot in spirit and in tru th . . . .  L a  R e v u e  S p ir i t e  

presents St. Joan of A rc  as th e  m essenger of peace. T h e  thesis does 

not sustain its  claim  and title, bu t it  is excellen t as a  p an egyric o f the  

Blessed M aid of Orléans. . . . P s y c h ic a  g ives  account a t fu ll len gth  

of a  w ork published a t W arsaw  b y  Mr. N o rb ert O kolow icz on F ran ck  

K luski, of w orld-w ide fam e as a m edium . I t  is said  to  be based on 

testim on y obtained from  124 persons w ho h a ve  assisted at his séances 

and confirm th e genuine character of phenom ena occurring thereat. 

K lu sk i is a ferven t C ath olic and derives no m aterial profit from  his  
p sychic gifts.
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W e  learn from  T h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  M e s s e n g e r  th a t so far back 

as Ju n e, 1928, Mr. K rish n a m u rti affirm ed in  T h e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  

S t a r  B u l l e t i n  th a t  “  th ere is no G o d  e x ce p t a  m an purified, and there 

is no pow er exte rio r to  h im se lf.”  W h a te v e r  m a y  be intended and 

u nd erstood  b y  th e second clause, it  is im possible to  m istake the first. 

T h e  sam e in sp ired  w riter h as been  cred ited , as w e know , w ith  at least 

one o th er d efin ite s ta te m e n t to  th e  sam e effect precisely. The  

M e s s e n g e r  in form s us fu rth er th a t he has been challenged on the 

s u b je c t an d  h as answ ered in a  p am p h let on U nderstanding and the 

L a w , g iv in g  fu rther affirm ations w h ich  m a y  be tabu lated  in the 

follo w in g m a n n e r : (1) “  I h a v e  n ever said th a t there is no God ” ; 
(2) “  I  h a v e  said  th a t  there is o n ly  G o d  as m an ifested  in you  ”  ; (3) “ of 

course there is G o d  ’ ’— a p p a re n tly  if  h eld  to  sig n ify  “  an Om nipotent, 

O m n iscient, Suprem e In telligen ce ”  ; b u t (4) “ I prefer to  call this 

L ife ."  Mr. K rish n am u rti h as an in alien able choice of term s, on the 

u n d erstan d in g th a t he w ill ta k e  th e risk of using them , and it happens 

th a t he m akes ship w reck of his p revious d o gm a ; “  there is no God, 

e x c e p t a  m an  purified.”  O n  th e co n tra ry, if  G o d  is all L ife  He is 

w heresoever an d  in  w h atso ever life  is m anifested, in the burglar 

p ursuing his trad e as w e ll as in th e co n verted  burglar. These things 

are o bvio u s and w ou ld  n o t be w o rth  reciting, e x ce p t to  illustrate our 

previou s sta te m en t th a t Mr. K rish n a m u rti’s view s on an y and all 

su b jects are ap a rt from  consequence. T h e  M e s s e n g e r  says, “ Give  

him  tim e ,”  p resum ably becau se he m a y  u nfold  and ju s tify  h im se lf; 

b u t w e th in k th a t he is lik e ly  to  be im p aled  y e t  m ore com pletely on 

the horns of his ow n dilem m as.

T h e  J e w is h  Q u a r t e r l y  R e v i e w  has reached us from  Philadel­
phia, U .S .A . and it m a y  be alm ost said th a t scales h a ve  fallen from our 

eyes in the con tem p lation  of its  records of research and its evidence of 

in tellectu al a c tiv ity  in vario u s an d  m a n y  directions, exten d in g over a 

period of n early  tw e n ty  years. I t  is a  revelation  of w h at is done in 

A m erica. T h ere are articles on Sp in o za an d  his relation to  Jewish  

th o u gh t, on A ra b ic  L iteratu re, on th e H isto rical T o p o g ra p h y of Ancient 

and M ediaeval S yria, and on th e d isco v e ry  of a  T h ird  V o w el Point 

S ystem , denom inated P alestinian , in  ad d itio n  to  th e B ab ylo n ian  and  

lib e r ia n . I t  is like the opening of an u nknow n region, b u t w e rem em ­
ber th a t w e ow e to  A m erica th a t great m on um ent of learning, the 

Jewish Encyclopedia. . . . A n t h r o p o s o p h y  begin s its fourth volum e  

w ith  a s tu d y  of Cosm ic Forces in  th e B e in g  of M an, b y  the la te  Dr. 
Steiner, and C arl U nger presents A n th ro p o so p h y itself— m eaning the 

su b ject a t large, con ceived in Stein er’s m in d — as a m essage of the  

spirit. I t  is otherw ise “  a  know ledge produced b y  the H igher Self 

in m an. th ere are papers also on the origin of m an, on the principles  

of cu rative  education, and on the hum an  soul in sleeping, dream ing  
and w aking.
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Presentiments of Death are rarely  so v iv id  an d  accu rate as the  

follow ing, for w hich th e Okkultistische Rundschau, o f C h em n itz, is 

th e a u th o rity  : A  m usical com poser an d  conductor, M. v a n  H o vre,

while con du ctin g a  concert a t G en eva, su d d en ly  called  on th e orchestra  

to  p la y  th e D ead  M arch. N a tu r a lly  th e y  dem urred ; b u t w hen  a t  

last th e y  re lu cta n tly  com plied, th e  first bars h a d  scarcely  been p la ye d  

w hen the conductor fell dead to  the floor.

A  Workman, nam ed K a z lo v a tz , sought adm ission to  a h o sp ita l at 
K arlo w itz, sta tin g  th a t he w as sh o rtly  goin g to  die— on 26th Septem ber, 

at three p.m . T h e  doctors, b elievin g th is to be a  m en tal case, kept 
him  under observation. O n th e fa ta l d a y  K a z lo v a tz  announced : 

“  In  tw o m inutes I shall be d e a d .”  A t  e x a c tly  three p.m ., th e tim e  

predicted, he su dd en ly exp ired — from  h ea rt failure.

Open-Air Propaganda on b e h alf of S p iritu a lism  w as in au gu rated  

under the banner of the S p iritu a lists ’ N atio n al U nion  on C lap h am  

Com m on. I t  is hoped th a t fu rther open-air m eetings in  th e Lon don  

parks m a y  be arranged. A n yo n e  in terested in  such in ten sive pro­
paganda should com m unicate w ith  the S p iritu a lists ’ N atio n al U nion, 

162, London R oad, M anchester.

Raising The Dead a p p are n tly  is a feat w hich presents no diffi­

culties to  the M oscow doctors, A n d rie v  and K u liab k o , w ho n o t o n ly  

claim  to  h ave successfully brou ght to life again  dogs w hich were killed  

b y  injection of diphtheria germ s, but also— and th is  in th e presence of a 

group of m edical stu den ts— to h a ve  brou ght b a ck  to  life  a  m an w ho  

had been dead for several h o u r s ! T h e  m ethod  is said  to  consist in  

the in jection  of a solution con taining in gredien ts w hich so far h a ve  n ot  

been disclosed, e xce p t so far as adrenalin is a  com ponent part.

The Obsolete Laws under w hich p ractisin g p sych ics and spiri­
tu alists suffer w ere the o b jective  of an a ctive  p o litical cam paign  under  

the leadership of Sir A rth u r Conan D o yle  during th e recent 

P arliam en tary elections in E n glan d .

An Annual Memorial Lecture to  perp etu ate th e m em o ry o f the  

la te  F . W . H . M yers, th e  distin guished  p sych ical researcher, poet, 

and classical scholar is to  be in stitu ted . W ith  “  D . G .,”  in Light, w e  

too, could w ish th a t his p o e try  w ere as w ell know n as his book on  

Human Personality. T o  his other qualifications w e w ould ad d  th a t of 

a Christian M y s tic ; for w ho b u t a  m y stic  cou ld  echo the burning  

fervour of d evotion  as d ep icted  in the im m ortal lines of his St. Paul ?

The Occult Powers of The Apaches is borne w itness to  b y  the  

A m erican  Indian scout, D e e sh -O -H a y , in the Los Angeles Times. 
“  H a v in g  heard D e e sh -O -H a y ,” says Mr. H a rry  Carr, w ho is responsible  

for the com m unication in question, “  I understand now  w h y  the  

A p ach es could alw ays lick  ten  tim es their num ber in soldiers, and
1 2 7
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w ere n e ve r d e fe ate d  e x c e p t b y  o th er A p ach es. T h e y  relied upon 

p s y ch ic  forces n o t kn o w n  to  th e  w h ite  races.”  T h e ir  m ethod, broadly, 

w as to  h o ld  th e  th o u g h t o f in c a p a c ity  an d  failure again st the common 

foe. P r im itiv e  b la c k  m a gic, o f course, and easily  circum vented by  

th e  h igh er ty p e  o f o ccu ltism  w h ich  co n ta cts  th e spiritu al realm.

The O. E . L ibrary Critic co n tin u es to  featu re th e series of articles 

b y  a  B r itis h  stu d e n t in  w h ich  are g iv e n  in  p arallel colum ns the original 

te ach in gs of th e  fou nd ers o f th e  T h eo so p h ical S o ciety, and those 

cu rrent in th e S o c ie ty  to -d a y . T h e y  te ll their own story, so that 

fu rth er co m m en t is needless.

The Miraculous Cure of D o r o th y  K e rin  w hich m ade such an 

im pression som e y e a rs ago  ap p ears to  h a v e  been  paralleled in the case 

o f a  B ed ford sh ire m an , for five  y e a r s  confined to  his b e d  through a 

dangerous form  of v a lv u la r  h eart-disease. Mr. Saunderson, the man  

in  question , describes how  a  film y  figure app roached  his bedside and 

b ad e him  rise— w hich he d id , an d  fo u n d  he w as cured.

A  German Prophet, H err Josep h W eissenberg, appears, ac­

cord ing to  th e Sunday Express, to  h a v e  been “  m isinform ed b y  the 

A rch a n gel G ab riel, w ho to ld  h im  th a t on M a y  25th, E n gla n d  would  

sin k  b en eath  th e w a v e s .”

The Mystery of the "  Marie Celeste,” w hich so exercised the 

p u b lic  m ind in th e  ‘ se ve n tie s,’ has a t  la st been cleared up— b y  the  

last su rv iv o r of the vessel w h ich , it  w ill be rem em bered, w as found  

derelict w ith o u t a  soul on board. T h e  s to r y  w as a  sham , concocted  

e xp ressly  for the purpose of claim in g th e  salv ag e  m o n ey on a  derelict 

ship. I t  is difficult to  decide w h eth er it  is b e tte r  to  adm ire the in­
g e n u ity  of th e  num erologists w ho en deavou red  to  trace in the incident 

a proof of D iv in e  ad v e n t, or to  be sad over th e m isdirected energy  

w h ich  labours on such false prem ises.

The Recrudescence of Earthquakes after an in terval of 

quiescence has been a  featu re of the new s p u blished in th e Press during  

th e p ast few  w eeks. T h e  a c tiv ity , how ever, has scarcely  been sufficiently  

rem arkable as to  w arran t the claim  th a t it  v in d ica tes  the ancient 

prophecy of N ostrad am us. B o th  I t a ly  an d  C en tral A m erica, however, 

suffered rather h e a vily .

The “ Johnists,” a R ussian  religious sect, w ere, according to  the  

Star (London) of M a y  13 th , responsible for a  rem arkable tragedy. 

T h is  sect regarded S o vietism  as a  v isitatio n  of G o d  for th eir sins. T h e y  

decided to  offer up a  hum an sacrifice. E v e r y th in g  w as prepared, but 

w hile th e sacrificial v ictim  aw aited  his death, th e  sigh t of th e other 

tw o principals in the d ram a kneeling a t prayer p roved  too m uch for 

him . H e changed his m ind, and snatchin g up the sharp kn ife destined  

for his own th roat, disp atched  his colleagues and fled. H e w ill be 
tried  for m u r d e r ; and R ussia rem ains undelivered.
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S a n e  O c c u l t is m . B y  D io n  F o rtu n e. Crow n 8vo. 192 pp. L o n d o n  : 

R id er &  Co. P rice 5s.

T h i s  volume contains seventeen general essays on various aspects of 
occultism, prefaced by two chapters of an introductory nature. With 
the skilled lightness of touch of an experienced writer, the author puts 
before readers who have just begun to consider the problems of occultism 
a number of issues which sooner or later they must examine. From a 
fund of essentially common-sense advice, the reader is offered guidance and 
help in selecting a method of study. Certain differences are touched 
upon in explanation of various phases of occult study liable to be lumped 
together by the unlearned under the heading of superstition— until they 
know better.

Without venturing in this volume into any profound degree of study, 
and with no particular revelation to offer, the author nevertheless does 
put into print a number of things which needed defining and publication : 
things that are sometimes " taken for granted ” and as often taken in the 
wrong way. With her views on the problem of authority no balanced 
student will differ : yet many have had a hard struggle before they could 
see the wrong they did themselves in yielding to pontifical and imperious 
demands for undeviating obedience in all things occult. On many other 
phases, there is a stimulating suggestiveness that is characteristic of one 
who seeks to arouse thought, rather than the soporific suasion of those 
who would deaden it.

One does not agree entirely with all that is said ; nor with the chosen 
way of saying i t ; but we shall certainly find little to quarrel over in this 
useful introductory volume for students.

W. G. R a f f e .

T h e  S y m b o l ic  M e a n i n g  o f  t h e  St o r y  o f  K in g  A r t h u r  a n d  t h e  

B o o k  o f  t h e  F e l l o w s h ip  o f  t h e  K n ig h t s  o f  t h e  R o u n d  T a b l e . 
Crow n 8vo., 80 pp. E a c h  volum e 2s.bd. Illu strated . P u blish ed  

b y  the Fellow ship of the K n ig h ts  of K in g  A rth u r, a t T in tag e l,  
Cornw all.

T h e s e  two nicely produced and cheap volumes indicate the foundation 
of yet another “  Fellowship.” This one is based on a sympathetic study 
of the inner symbolism and meaning of the British legends of King Arthur. 
We have been told that our occult learning must sooner or later be founded 
upon a tradition that is Western rather than upon one that is alien to our 
blood. Exactly where Christianity stands under that statement is never 
made clear. We have also seen certain ramifications of one or two 
societies make some attempt at utilising the knightly traditions as a 
basis for the education of young people.

It would seem that this Fellowship of King Arthur might well provide 
an acceptable alternative to the militarism of the ordinary Boy Scout 
movement, excellent though it may be in its other aspects. Here is a 
tradition which bases its work on the inner fight, and not on nationalism 
jp its lower aspects.
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The Fellowship and its books appear to be anonymous ; but a certain 
feminine influence seems to pervade the work, in an encouraging manner. 
The first book describes, in four sections, the stories of King Arthur, of 
Sir Galahad, and Sir Launcelot; and has twenty-two illustrations, made, 
we are told, from paintings at the headquarters in Tintagel. One feels 
doubtful of the nuns’ costumes said to be current in the sixth century, and 
certain other details pictured. The pictures tend to emphasise the literal­
ism of the legends rather than their basic symbolical character, but this 
is by no means overlooked.

In the second book the whole organisation of the Fellowship is described 
in considerable detail, but we are not clear whether this actually exists 
or is, as yet, only on paper. Considerable labour, devotion and knowledge 
have gone to the founding of this order, and its ideals are those which can 
be accepted by all right-minded persons.

W. G. R a ffe .

T h e  U n i t y  o f  R e l ig i o u s  I d e a l s . B y  I n a y a t  K h an . Cr. 8vo. 

pp. 3 2 5 . P u b lish ed  b y  th e Sufi M ovem en t, 54 , A b o ve Bar, 

S o u th am p to n . P rice  7s. 6d.
Some twelve or fourteen years ago, I first met the Pir-O-Mursheed Inayat 
Khan, soon after his arrival in Europe on his missionary errand. He 
came to give the Sufi message to the Western world, bringing his brother 
musicians from India. The absolute reverse of the ‘ ‘ Billy Sunday” 
type of revivalist, it needed but a short time to become convinced alike 
of his deep sincerity and his own attainment. In this posthumous volume, 
all the fragrance of his personality is enshrined. It states with direct 
simplicity the Sufi message, relating it to other faiths and doctrines with 
no hint of disparagement. It is a noble book, for which one desires a 
great and lasting circulation.

Written mainly in 1919-20 (as one judges from internal evidence), 
the book is laid out in seven parts. The first treats of ' ‘ religion ’ ’ and the 
next of the '' god-ideal”  followed by ‘ ‘ the spiritual hierarchy.”  Then 
we find an illuminating survey of the purpose and functions of the prophet 
and the teacher, compared with the saint and the master, especially in 
relation to the seven great religions of the East. He concludes with an 
account of the message and of the Sufi movement. In every aspect 
he seeks to disentangle the meaning of symbol underlying the literal 
surface, and there is no subject he touches that he does not illuminate. 
"  One road ’ ' says he, ‘ ‘ is of the Master ; another comes from quite a 
different point, and is the road of the Saint; and the middle path between 
the two is of the Prophet.”  His discussion of the qualities and duties 
of these three is interesting, while his references to the beginning of religious 
art is slight but sufficient, for he reveals purpose in the method. In art 
we go from idol to ideal. This and many another feature commend this 
beautiful book to all sincerely religious people.

W. G. RAFFfi.

C h i m n e y - C o r n e r  S h i v e r s . B y A. E. Heynes. A. Fom es, Ltd., 
Printers and Bookbinders, Bedford Street, Leamington Spa. 

T h i s  is a sheaf of stories of the good old-fashioned “  ghostly”  kind, in­
tended to make the youthful flesh creep. In these sophisticated days,
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however, that is not an easy matter, especially when the author premises 
that “ all names and events” in this book are purely fictitious. Mrs. 
Heynes has the art of choosing arresting titles, and each of the tales in 
this cluster of seven bears a most attractive cognomen. The stories them­
selves do not disappoint expectation, and are pleasantly written in a style 
rather reminiscent of the late Mrs. Henry Wood. Despite the author’s 
assurance that the episodes she relates are imaginary, one is conscious that 
she realises that all may be more or less echoes of facts occurring in the 
actual experience of many persons now living. Stairs have creaked and 
footsteps have sounded, voices have whispered and “ forms of the de­
parted ” have become visible in very truth. Perhaps the author may 
care to search the records of actual happenings and write of them with the 
same charming air of actuality that animates her present volume.

E dith  K. H a r p e r .

S p ir it  M e s s a g e s . C o n veyed  b y  A u to m a tic  W ritin g  through the  

H an d  of E . M. Moore. L o n d o n : A rth u r H . S to ckw ell, L td .

T his volume, as its title implies, contains a series of communications 
through automatic writing. The lady whose hand has been used in this 
way, is understood to be the channel through which a group of high- 
minded influences are seeking expression. In the words of one of them : 
“ We are working together to bring about a World of Peace, for we are 
tired of looking at strife.” The name of W. T. Stead occurs in this con­
nection in the present work. It is only fair to assume that the ardent 
thought of powerful and energetic souls in the Beyond are caught-up 
by many ‘ * Receiving Stations ’ ' on this side, and transmitted by the 
latter according to their varying capacity. The broadcasting method is 
one that has always appealed to W. T. Stead. So long as the Message 
went on its way he was but little concerned with the grammatical formula; 
in which it was conveyed by his deputies. At the same time it requires 
a considerable “ grain of salt” to assimilate the following phraseology 
as emanating from even the most attenuated ‘ ' ray ’ ’ of that brilliant 
Leader.

" Will you tell the people much is coming to pass shortly now, to 
test works of national importance. So please date this. I shall feel 
grateful— making many understand my hand is not fraud, but a glimmer­
ing of knowledge to you from a purely given world, to advance knowledge 
and to make many ready for a great upheaval, will they but listen to 
to MSS. from our hand.”

Further quotation is surely unnecessary.
E dith  K. H a r p e r .

T h e  L o v e  o f  t h e  F o o l is h  A n g e l . B y  H elen B eau clerk. London  

W m . Collins, Sons, &  Co., L td . 7 s. 6d. net.

Of this boldly conceived and brilliantly written story one can say without 
reserve that it is a work of art in the very highest sense of the term, for 
it achieves with extraordinary success the double function of all great 
imaginative literature. It is a story sufficient in itself, a vivid and dis­
tinguished piece of work, memorable on its merits simply as a story ; yet 
it is at the same time the statement of certain spiritual values which
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could be expressed in no other and better terms than these. It is a tale 
that holds one fascinated by its strange and romantic beauty and by the 
consummate skill with which it is told. But transcending these more 
obvious elements in the work is some subtler quality, almost eluding 
definition, which strikes deep in the sensitive reader and haunts him long 
after the tale is done, as if what he has read has been the record of some 
intimate experience of his own, set forth in imagery of which he himself 
alone possesses the key. And, for such a work of art as this, the first 
function of real criticism must necessarily be interpretation.

The story tells how Tamael, a gentle angel innocently implicated in 
the fall from Heaven, is sent from Hell to be an agent for Satan on earth. 
In the guise of a man he falls in love with the maiden Basilea, and she 
with him. Ordered by Satan to possess her, for her damnation, Tamael 
defies the command. Fallen angel though he be, he cannot bring himself 
to defile the maiden with the love of a devil. He denounces himself to a 
saint, and is banished. After long and bitter separation he meets again. 
She has had other lovers, but her love for him is unchanged. In torment 
and in ecstasy of heart, he again defies the Lord of Hell. He pleads with 
the saint for his love’s salvation ; and, Jehovah intervening, he is changed 
into a man. Neither angel now nor devil, Tamael marries Basilea and 
finds peace in her arms.

Admittedly originating in authentic mythology, this story has itself 
the character of a myth, and belongs therefore to the domain of absolute 
imaginative art. For, like all genuine myths, it presents subjective 
realities in objective form, expressing aspects of universal experience by 
means of universally approved images. Under the changing shapes of 
angel and devil and man, Miss Beauclerk has dramatised (though perhaps 
not consciously and deliberately) the changing phases of that poignant 
inward struggle which is involved in all passionate but exalted human 
love— the struggle between the imperious ideal of the spirit and the re­
bellious lust of the flesh. This is the struggle of which Shakespeare writes 
in his Sonnets, the struggle in which real manhood is attained only when 
" the good angel fires the bad one out.” Miss Beauclerk’s story has the 
rare merit that it is true, actually or potentially, for all mankind in all 
ages. It is, in short, a work of genuine imaginative art and the product 
of authentic genius. No higher praise than this is possible ; and to amplify 
it would be to blunt the pointed brevity of immediate, instinctive, and 
wholly unqualified approval.

C o l in  S t i l l .

M y t h  a n d  M i r a c l e  : A n  E s s a y  on th e M y stic  S ym b o lism  of Shakes­
peare. By G. W ilson  K n ig h t. Lon don  : E d . J. B u rrow  &  Co., 
L td . 31 pp. 2s. net.

T h i s  brief but brilliantly illuminating Essay commands the highest praise 
and deserves the widest recognition. It presents a view of the Final 
Plays of Shakespeare that is not as new and hitherto unsuspected as the 
author seems to suppose ; but it is, nevertheless, a work of extraordinarily 
acute critical insight, contrasting vividly with the banality of ordinary 
Shakespearean commentaries, and lifting the mind of the imaginative 
reader towards a really adequate comprehension of the maturer utterances 
of the world’s greatest genius.



1 3 7

A Quarterly J ournal for the study of Superphysical Science, 
Psychology, Philosophy and Mysticism
Forthcoming number, July 15th, contains among other articles

T H E  C A S E  F O R  R E I N C A R N A T I O N

b y S H A W  D E S M O N D

Single copies can be ordered from any of Messrs. W .H. Smith & Son’s bookstalls, price i /-, or from
F .  V .  F E R R I E R ,  E s q ., T h e  C ottag e, Y o r k  A v en u e , H o v e, S u ssex .

Annual subscription 4/- post free.

B E A M A  R . M O R G A N
A strological R ead er and Y ou r 

Form er In carn atio n  
C L A I R V O Y A N T ,  P A L M I S T

' Hours 2 io 6. Tuesday, Tea 4 to 6 
Open readings 2/6

1 2 , O x f o r d  S t r e e t ,  L O N D O N

Your Horoscope carefully calculated, 
with five years’ advice in plain English. 
No technical terms used. Send date 

and place of birth (Time if known.)
K in d ly  note Change o f Address 

MB. RADWELL, 17, Scotts Road, 
Southall, Mldlx. Fee 20s.

T H E  D E L P H IC  D O O R W A Y  
A

A P O L L O N IA N  A S T R O L O G Y
Seek out TH E  G R E A T O N ES  
Get U N D ER STAN DIN G
Practical Occultism ?
To live IN  H AR M O N Y  
With U N IVER SA L M IND
This aspect of Astrology offers

A R D O U R S  and EN D U R A N CES
It liberates creative-service capacities at all 

costs to liberator.
“ Stamped addressed ” for particulars :

LEO  FR E N CH , Pan’s Garden, Churt, 
Near Farnham, Surrey.

T H E  T R E A S U R E  
W I T H I N  Y O U

rT'he Kingdom of Heaven is within. Realise 
this in all its glory and everything else in 

life is yours. Through the spiritual order, The  
G rail Brotherhood, you learn to know your 
powers awl how to utilise them. Through its 
courses and degrees you are led to the lofty 
heights of the wisdom of the ages. The cost is 
little, the benefit is priceless. Write me for 
information on how to join T h e Grail 

Brotherhood. ,
M A T T H E W S D A W SO N

“ Those who apply to me prosper ”
6506 Western A ve., Dept. H , Washington, 

D .C .

A N D  A F T E R  T H IS  L I F E ?
Communicated by AMY GRANT. Edited by J .B .K .

JIT The purely personal nature of the bulk of psychic messages, 
t I even where they are proved to be authentic, is a grave hand­
icap so far as general public interest is concerned. This selection, 
however, from the records of investigations methodically and 
scientifically pursued ever since the tragic days of 1917, by  a 
small but enthusiastic coterie of private experimenters, labours 
under no such limitation. I t  brings forward instances of prophecy 
fulfilled, both in regard to the outcome of the hostilities then in pro­
gress, and in connection with other world events which afford 
abundant proof of the validity of the claim made for the origin of 
the communications. 3 s. 6d. net.

34, Paternoster Row, RIDER &  CO., London, E.C.4



“ AUROSPECS”
MEANS

Kilner Screens Perfected
Kilner Proved that Clairvoyance is Possible to AH.

The following extracts from letters and reports tell their own story. There was no 
sitting for development. These results came almost immediately :—

From  A. L . M., Cheshire: “ I thank you for Aurospecs received. I can see the 
aura very distinctly with the Aurospecs on. I  find that on looking through them at 
daylight, if the hand is held up to the window, after about three minutes it appears trans­
parent (X  ray effect), and this is an indication that your eyes are sensitised. A very 
great deal depends upon the correct lighting.”

From D. E . C., Southampton : “ On looking through the window everything appeared 
as if covered with snow. Fingers were illuminated and flesh disappeared; only bones 
were visible. A most interesting experience.”

Her sister adds additional experience as follows : “ From  the left hand a white mist, 
stretching to the right about eight inches, while in the left hand I saw a heliotrope coloured 
ball of light. Hands kept disappearing and reappearing. Sparks showed from the 
top of the left hand.” The mother’s experience was corroborative.

From Miss E . T ., Wimbledon : “ When using Aurospecs, the first colour my eyes 
registered was a faint green, which enveloped most objects, but the lighter tones, 
the painted side of a house, garden paths, seemed intensified, giving appearance of snow. 
W hen placing my hands in front of the screen against the cabinet, sparks ascended from 
the finger tips, also a lightish grey m ist outlined and elongated the fingers a distance of 
about 6 inches. Sparks were also seen when directing finger tips towards the wrist. 
The bones of the hands were more clearly revealed, also dark patches over the hands. 
Inside the cabinet the sparks continued, and the m ist around the fingers appeared more 
dense.”

Before placing Aurospecs on the m arket I offered to let any member of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance try them out. The following is a report from Mrs. L. M. S . :—

“ Haze seen extending about 2 inches all around hands when looked at through the 
glasses, and in bright daylight with back to window. Also rays joining fingers of the two 
hands when pointed towards each other. Inside the cabinet, without glasses, the rays  ̂
joining fingers were seen, but so faintly that they might have been due to imagination.” 

Others report seeing the electricity in the atmosphere on exceptionally bright days.

To benefit Societies’ funds we have given several demonstrations. The success varied 
from 75 to 100 per cent.
D R. KILN ER DIAGNOSED D ISEA SE B Y  NOTING VARIATIONS IN THE APPEAR­

ANCE OF THE AURA.

Mr. A. E . Mundy, M .A .M .E.E ., Consulting Chemist on the Council of the Nationa 
Laboratory of Psychical Research, who compounded the original Kilner Screens 20 years 
ago, writes as follows : “ I have examined Mr. Boddington’s apparatus (Aurospecs), 
and am convinced that he is successfully carrying on his work on the lines of Dr. Kilner s 
remarkable experiments. The aura is easily seen by those who persevere. What the 
nature of the aura is I am not prepared to say, but can be certain that Mr. Boddington s 
method renders it  visible.”— June 6th, 1929.

Dr. K ILN ER ’S “ HUMAN ATMOSPHERE ”  post free, 10/6 
12  LESSONS “  PSYCHIC HEALING ”  „  „ 6/-

4  LESSONS “  AURA AND AURICSIGHT ”  „  „ 2/6
Students' Postal Correspondence Courses.

Sold only to readers of “ Auricsight 
a t  a Guinea a pair. 

M e a n s Kilner Screens P e r fe cte d

Sole Manufacturers:
LONDON PSYCHIC EDUCATIONAL CENTRE 

17, Ashmere Grove, Brixton, 8.W.



REVIEWS 13 9

Setting aside all those secondary questions with which the scholar 
(as distinct from the critic) usually occupies himself, and concentrating 
his attention (as the true critic should) solely upon the ultimate signi­
ficance implicit in the poetic quality of the work, Mr. Wilson Knight 
divides into three main groups the generally-agreed sequence of the Plays. 
The earliest, or problem group, reflects “  the sick soul ”  of the poet, tor­
mented by the frailty of ideas and values in the unweeded garden of life. 
The next, or tragedy group, reflects the passionate force of life and shows 
mankind as stoically noble in the midst of conflict and disaster. And 
the third, or intuitional group, which he very aptly calls the myths, reflects 
the poet’s inward vision into the world of the spirit.

It is with the third and last group that this Essay is mainly concerned ; 
and here the author has some really striking things to say, more particularly 
of The Tempest. But his view of these Final Plays, valuable and enlightened 
as it is, does not go quite to the root of the matter. He is, I think, mistaken 
in declaring that the essential theme of these “  myth ”  plays is the poet’s 
own spiritual development; for this interpretation is too limited in range 
and too exclusively personal in significance. Genius is concerned with 
the universal, never with the personal. To achieve a completely satisfying 
interpretation Mr. Wilson Knight needs to enlarge his own view, and to 
see all these Final Plays not merely as an incidental revelation of the 
poet’s own spiritual history, but primarily as the expression of permanent 
spiritual laws and of universal spiritual experience. True, he says of The 
Tempest that it is both a record of Shakespeare’s own spiritual progress 
and a statement of the vision to which that progress has brought him. But 
his persistent preoccupation with the purely personal element leads him 
somewhat astray in his attempt to interpret the vision itself. B y relegating 
the personal element to its proper place of secondary and quite incidental 
significance, and contemplating The Tempest primarily as a reflected vision 
into the world of absolute spiritual values, Mr. Wilson Knight will find 
himself obliged to alter many points in his own interpretation, but in the 
end he will reach a far more precise, coherent, and comprehensive con­
ception of this Play, which he rightly describes as “  the most perfect work 
of art and the most crystal act of mystic vision in our literature.”  He 
will then find that he has been forestalled in his completed critical con­
clusions ; but that will seem a matter of very small importance to a mind 
of his high quality.

The Essay contains an arresting and memorable definition of art and 
religion. ”  Art is an extraverted expression of the creative imagination, 
which, when introverted, becomes religion.”  This should be deeply 
pondered by all who presume to undertake aesthetic criticism without the 
indispensable qualification of genuine mystical insight.

W a s  M ir  D a s  J e n s e i t s  M i t t e i l t e . By Areopagita Dionys. 
Publishers : Jos. S. Hubers Verlag, Diessen vor München, Bavaria.

I h a v e  seen some remarkable automatic writings, including Mrs. E. 
Lyttelton’s beautiful account of ”  Florence Upton,”  but I have rarely 
read a more complete, convincing and scholarly series of transcripts 
from the other side than these of the Rosicrucian medium ” Areopagita 
Dionys.”  They are exact and veracious in their mysticism, they speak

Colin  St il l .
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of ‘ ‘ the white dove,”  which Christianity knows as the Holy Ghost and 
Judaism as the Bath-Kol or voice from heaven (divine inspiration) of 
"  the opening lotus-flowers ”  (the brain and spinal centres), of the higher 
life on Jupiter, of the guardian of the gate, described correctly as in 
"  yellow-golden garments, ”  even as Eliphas Levi saw him, and the Persians 
reveal him as a golden lion in their arts and textiles on the threshold of 
the inner wisdom. Looking at this solid, unerring volume, one realises 
that it is the work of a true initiate. Dr. Max Kemmerich, the eminent 
Bavarian occultist, contributes a learned foreword, and I advise all 
German scholars to peruse this splendid book.

R egin a  Miriam Bloch.

T h e  B o o k  W it h  t h e  S e v e n  S e a l s . B y  Louis Bronkhorst.
London : Rider &  Co. Price 2s. 6d. net.

T hough the author is careful to tell us that his story has no pretensions 
from a literary point of view, it is written in a lively style, ard treats of 
a subject that will be of interest to at least one third of the reading public, 
which is a good many more than the best sellers ever get. The writer of 
the book is a Christian and his main contention is that a proper appre­
ciation of the Laws of Na'ure, together with all that this implies— work, 
cleanliness and the overcoming of ignorance— inevitably leads us to the 
greatest of all man’s privileges— Prayer.

By living such a life we can consciously contact the higher spheres, 
and by drawing on their strength perform miracles of healing, as in the 
days of the Apostles. As we are justly reminded, it may be that not all 
were healed who came to Christ, but only such as fulfilled the requisite 
conditions within themselves. Two characters in the book do this, and 
around their miraculous cure Mr. Bronkhorst ha» written a very thought­
ful little treatise in dialogue form, into which he has woven Kabalistic, 
Gnostic and Swedenborgian ideas, whilst explaining the Trinity in terms 
of Buddhist thought.

We cannot conclude more fittingly than with the author’s final para­
graphs : ‘ ‘ Be man, be true, love your neighbours as yourself, protect the 
weak, be charitable and live in harmony. From all envy, malice and 
spite deliver us.”

There is not one religious sect in the whole world which cannot fully 
agree that these are the things most urgently needed. . . . ”

E th el  A rcher.

T h e  C h u r c h  a n d  B o d i l y  H e a l i n g . B y  R . LI. Langford-Jam es.

D.D., B.Mus. London: The C. W. Daniel Co. Price 3s. 6d. 
T his exceptionally interesting and informative book deals with the attitude 
of the Church in regard to bodily healing, both from the physical, mental 
and spiritual points of view. As the writer so clearly puts i t : ‘ ' Physical 
healing is that mode of healing which seeks to heal the body through the 
body ; mental healing is that mode which seeks to heal the body through 
the mind ; spiritual healing is that form which seeks to heal the body 
through the soul.” He then goes on to demonstrate how closely inter­
related are body, soul and mind, and how difficult it is for us to conceive 
of one apart from the other. Just as a disembodied soul is difficult to
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conceive of, so a body minus the soul is simply a corpse. Hence, he 
argues, " no mode of healing can be purely physical.”

That healing has ever been a special branch of the Church’s activity we 
are shewn by an overwhelming mass of evidence ; and it may come as a 
shock to many people to learn that care for the public health was at its 
lowest and superstition at its highest when hospitals and asylums passed 
from ecclesiastical to secular hands. We are shewn, moreover, how many 
of the greatest discoveries of science have been made by monks and clergy­
men, and how this is so even to within the present day. In regard to 
actual cases of healing, with demonstrable proofs of the same, Lourdes is 
cited, as also cures by Mr. James Moore Hickson, whose name will be 
familiar to all of us. As far as we know, this book is the first published in 
England to deal scientifically with Spiritual Healing, and yet to treat of 
it in such a way as to assure the attention of the general reader.

We wish it every success, for the author has done his work very 
thoroughly.

E t h e l  A r c h e r .

"  P r e h is t o r ic  M a n  in  G e n e s i s .”  By The Rev. F. de P. Castclls, 
A.K.C. London: Rider & Co. Price 5s. net.

In this volume Mr. de Castells makes a praiseworthy effort to reconcile 
the story of Adam and Eve, the Fall of Man and his consequent punish­
ment, both with history and science, and if he fails to convince the most 
sceptical among us, he at all events deserves great credit both for his 
ingenuity and the lucidity of his arguments. People who are still inclined 
to interpret the Bible not literally but to accord it with their Christian 
conceptions may, perhaps, be surprised and even shocked at the meaning 
that Mr. de Castells attaches to certain scriptural statements. For example, 
he avers that the name Adam does not signify one man as most 
of us have been taught to believe; that is to say, Adam, ac­
cording to Mr. de Castells, is the generic name of an ancient race, 
the remote ancestry of the Hebrews on the male side ; H aw ah (Eve) 
being the corresponding generic name of this race on the female side. 
Hence it follows that the story of Eden, as related in Genesis, has been 
entirely misunderstood, and instead of Eden receiving as its first and 
earliest inhabitants two persons, named, respectively, Adam and Eve, 
some men were led to migrate there from their own country. Whether 
Mr. de Castells is correct or not in his interpretation, it is not for me to 
say, but in any case he offers an interesting explanation of the forbidden 
fruit.

As was, and still is, the custom in certain countries where the inhabi­
tants were steeped in superstition ‘ ' there was a reservation held to be 
sacred ground, and the trees growing thereon were taboo, for they were 
the haunt of the gods of the land, the sanctuary of the inhabitants of the 
whole country,”  and if anyone ventured to eat of the fruit of those trees, 
their lives were forfeited. Hence, the command not to eat of the tree. 
A none the less ingenious explanation is given of the creation of Eve from 
the rib of Adam. All students of the Bible should welcome so sane and 
interesting a book. I can heartily recommend it to their notice.

E. Q’I3.
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T h e  S c i e n c e  o f  R e l i g i o n . By Swami Yogananda. Los Angeles 
The Yogoda Sat-Sanga Society of America. Price $i. 60

S in c e  his arrival in the United States in 1920, to attend the International 
Congress of Religions at Boston, the work inaugurated by Swami Yogananda, 
on whom appears to have fallen the mantle of Vivekananda, seems to have 
grown apace. Centres of his Society have been established in the leading 
cities of America, and his following is to be counted by thousands. That 
this book has already entered its sixth edition is a testimony to the popu­
larity of the Yogoda system, the basis of which is obviously the awakening 
and control of the serpent power. Among the patrons of the system are 
persons of no less note that Amelita Galli-Curci, and the late Luther 
Burbank, who testifies to the efficacy of this "  epoch-making system.”

The prestige of the author, which already stands high in America, 
will doubtless be equally successfully established in this country as the 
value of his work becomes more known. H. S.

I A m . By F. C. Constable. London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner 
& Co. Price 5s. net.

T h i s  volume by Mr. Constable, whose name is well known to readers of 
the O c c u l t  R e v i e w , is a study of man— of man, not considered as a 
being of flesh and blood, a biological entity subject to evolutionary change, 
but in his transcendental aspect as a permanent entity whose prime function 
is imagination.

Mr. Constable is, in a degree, a disciple of Kant. He believes that 
Kant offers adequate proof that man is essentially a transcendental 
subject, and that science, before it can commence to investigate man s 
experiences, must recognise, even if it is not primarily concerned with, 
the "  I AM ” of man. The book is not easy reading. It is overweighted 
with far too long an introduction, and its constant repetitions, excused by 
the author on the grounds that they are necessary not only to emphasise 
the facts relied on, but to “  round up ” the differing arguments used, 
tends, nevertheless, to be irritating. Notwithstanding, those readers 
who can enjoy a bit of "  stiff ”  reading, will find the book extremely in­
teresting ; and, in making out his case for believing in the centrality of 
the appercipient self, a permanent self which is appercipient because 
imagination is fundamental for it, Mr. Constable is to be congratulated 
in that he has studiously avoided all side-issues. God may exist, the soul 
may be immortal, the will may be free. If the reality of the I Am is 
established, it may be found easier to answer these questions in the affir­
mative than otherwise ; but the question to which the author has devoted 
himself is the primary question : Is man a being merely of flesh and blood, 
or is he a subject which transcends the confines of space-time ?

Out of the chaos of experience man builds order. From whence does 
the order arise ? Is everything given in experience, or is there something 
a priori ? This is a question of fundamental importance for philosophy. 
Mr. Constable tells us why, in his opinion, as in the opinion of many other 
philosophers, we must postulate the existence of a transcendental subject 
with the creative powers of imagination, before experience can become 
meaningful. Tfijs subject is the ”  I Am ” of man.

H. S. R ed gr oYE:
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