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The Franciscans in England—1224-1538. By Edward Hutton.
London : Constable & Co., Ltd. Price 7s. 6d. net.

In this the Septcentenary of the Seraphic Francis Assisi, all authoritative
writings concerning him and his Order of Lesser Brethren have a double
interest and value. Mr. Edward Hutton’s work, in which the accuracy
o the scholar is enhanced by a glowing yet restrained enthusiasm, is, we
are to d, the first general survey of the history of the Franciscan Order
1If rrn®and tba-t bas yet been published. Availing himself of Thomas
o .ecleston s Contemporary work on the Coming of The Friars to Dover
th lof~” |Inimitable account of the adventures and development of

e rder during its earliest days in England, the author makes us see,
as in a panorama of vivid colours, of moving lights and shadows, the
ives o those ardent souls who endeavoured to follow the Divine Master’s
eac mg in all its beauty and simplicity. Mr. Hutton then proceeds
o s ow us the later developmehts, the rapid sprrfad of the movement

rpug out England, its popularity with rieh and poor alike ; its many
missl u es, severances and disagreements (so utterly far from the

H m °irTTIC “overepo) UP to its final overthrow and dissolution under
Henry VI1IlI and Cromwell.

writdl gives chapter and verse for all the events of which he
DnriQ ¢ ,6 cevotes three chapters to the famous Friars, Roger Bacon,
wint rw S and V,llllam of Ockham. Yet another chapter makes clear
Francisra”™ n 0)'6" .1° ®reat System of learning created there by the
names will never’bo ™Mhlch produced men.” says Mr. Hutton, " whose
thought ” orgotten, names among the greatest in mediaeval
be treasured°hi/Ca" S w°rk A labour of love,” and as such it will
Francis the Stan lundde follower of the Ideal which made Saint

Is the btandard-bearer of Christ.

Edith K. Harper.

Poems from a Ouiet Rnn« d t-

Lock & Co~ALtd. 2s 6d Fay Inchfawn- London: Ward,

and drawers of water "~he”~” °“imen and women are “ hewers of wood
and cheer to sing bv the a ~ays a welcome for souls of sunshine
and verse, have won a measnre °t ~ JIlichfawn's writings, both in prose
8 e has the MagIC of symnathv ° popularity that is not surprising, for

waken a responsive echo in an Spdl of humour which should
Instance: - ‘' bUt the res°lutely pessimistic. Here, for

' thiDS 1 béate
L |\ /ar'ﬂ' N\
gu[%poseaf\ny7 j*®g tvs)on’t Set,

And then sup ™ ~ 2N« *et'
1 « « vvell, even then bre/\
there still will be

God and the universe-
And me 17

ERITH K. HarPer.
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NOTES OF THE MONTH

ONE of the nost alluring fields of research in the domain of
occultism is the tradition associated with the lost island con-
tinent of Atlantis. Of recent years no name has been nore
intimately connected with this branch of investigation than that
of Mr. Lewis Spence, who has done nore perhaps than any other
writer to establish on a firm basis of reason what was formerly
regarded as a matter of pure conjecture. DUring the years that
he has devoted to this line of inquiry, Mr. Spence, besides con-
tributing from time to time highly informative articles on the
subject to the colunns of this magazine, has to his credit two
noteworthy VO|UYTES, The Problem of Atlantis and Atlantis in
america, Which now have been supplemented by a work with the
challenging title, A History of Atlantis.* Challenging it is,
because to the lay mind the first thought that occurs is : what
warrant can possibly be produced for ascribing so presumptuous
a term as “ history ” to the various speculations with which
the name of Atlantis is so popularly bound up ? The author
does not lay claim to any psychic source of Information such as

* London : Rider and Co. ios. 6d. net.
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that behind A child's Story of Atlantis which was FlJblISI"Ed a
number of years ago as the reminiscences of a peculiarly sensitive
child who had brought over menmories of a far distant incarnation.
Rather are his energies directed towards putting the whole
question on an actual scientific basis. Psychic evidence, as a
matter of fact, plays no part in his method of approach. Nore
the less, the evidence of archaeological research confims in a
remarkable degree the claim of the occultist to the actuality of
such a submerged continent.

That no absolutely conclusive case has yet been made for
his contention, Mr. Spence is the first to admit. “ Such an
account,” he says, in reference to his attempt to reconstruct an
Atlantean history, “ must have as many lacunee as it has facts,
and must rely in a large measure upon analogy, and often upon
pure surmise.” Nevertheless, “ that a basis of indisputable fact
lies at the roots of the Atlantean theory ” the writer stoutly main-
tains, and he pleads that in face of such an array of testimony
as he has brought together, it is merely childish to refuse belief
to the main details of Plato’s story. Comparative religion,
anthropology, archeeology, geology and folklore are all pressed
into the Service of his hypothesis, and in the present volume
much evidence which did not appear in the author’s earlier works
on the subject has been brought forward.  Yet with all this, IVr.
Spence does not overlook the vital part played by inspiration
in the solving of archeeological riddles.

It must be manifest,” he points out, “ how great a part

Sience  imspiration has played in the disentangling of

AND archeeological problens during the past Century.
Inspiration.  the aid °f inspiration, as much as by that of
nrere scholarship, the hieroglyphics of Egypt and the

cuneiform script of Babylonwere unriddled.  Was it not inspira-
tionwhich unwveiled to Schliemann the exact site of Troy before he
excavated it ? Inspirational methods, indeed, will be found to be

°S ° the ardneeology of the future.  The tape-measure school,
dull and full of the credulity of incredulity, is doomed.

Analogy is the Instrument of inspiration, and, if wielded
truily, is capable of extraordmary results. Even now ardeeo-
logy and folklore are alnost entirely dependent for their results
upon analogy. Only by conparison can we cast light upon the
nature of unexplamed custons and objects, and in this volume
the analogical method will be largely enployed, because it pro-
vides us with a fitting probe by whaose aid we may pierce the hard
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crusts of oblivion which have gathered around the facts of
Atlantean history.”

When he admits the importance of the part played by
inspiration In scientific research, Mr. Spence is approaching
within measurable distance of the occult point of view; for
what is inspiration but the upwelling of knowedge from and an
insight into regions normally inaccessible to human consciousness ?
The occultist is he who, to use the simile of Light on the Path,
takes knowledge—not by the clumsy and roundabout method of
deductive reasoning, but by direct apprehension, by intuition,
by insight, or inspiration. Much of the knowedge with which
particular individuals are inspired is in the nature of a recovery
of what has been known by the soul in the past. The intuitive
knowledge of infant prodigies is of this Order.  They do not need
to reason : they know.

A little-suspected source of a large portion of the fascination
exercised over many minds by the subject of Atlantis is to
be found in what many occultists maintain is an actual fact—
the presence amongst the Western nations to-day of many souls
whose last incarnation was in Atlantis. The child above referred
to, who was sufficiently sensitive to recall a considerable portion
of the menmory of the soul, is a case in point. Another remarkable
instance is to be found in the case of the writer through whom
was given the remarkable record published under the title of
The Book of Truth. HiS recoveries of Atlantean lore, especially
as evidenced in a manuscript which has recently been placed in
my hands, point to the closest of ties with the lost continent. The
cordial response of the reading public to Mr. Spence’s works is,
it seerrs to e, not entirely due to the lure of mystery or to the
graphic and capable pen of the author, but to sonme extent at
least to a slumbering menory of the distant past.

Opening his study of Atlantean history with a consideration
of the early sources, Mr. Spence deftly suntrarises the Informe-
tion bequeathed to us by Plato in his Timceus and critias. SO
far from Plato’s account being mythical or allegorical, he con-
tends that the Egyptian sources from which this early material
was drawn were very real indeed. It is not necessary to dwell
at any great length on the description of the island continent
as given by Plato. Briefly, its inhabitants began apparently
with a life of arcadian simplicity and happiness, and gradually,
as intelligence developed, grew nore and nore self-willed and
unruly, until evil set its foot amongst them, and deterioration set
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in, culminating in the series of catastrophes which wiped out all
but a chaosen few of that early race. To quote Plato himself:

" For many centuries they did not lose sight of their august
origin, they obeyed the laws, and were religious adorers of the
gods, their ancestors. Sinceritv reigned in their hearts.
Moderation and prudence directed their conduct, and their rela-
tions with foreign nations. So long as they behaved in this
manner all was well with them.  But in the course of time the
vicissitudes of human affairs corrupted little by little their divine
institutions, and they began to comport thenmselves like the rest
of the children of men. They hearkened to the pronptings of
ambition and sought to rule by violence.  Then Zeus, the king
of the gods, beholding this race, once so noble, growing depraved,

resolved to punish it, and by sad experience to nmoderate its
ambition.”

Here the story given by Plato abruptly ends, but, as Lewis

A PSYCHXC Spence observes, we may safely assume that his
RECONSTF{Uc_accc?unt would have_outllned t_he termrs of the_god’s
TION. strictures and wamings ; and it may not be without
interest to describe the subsequent course of events

as received clairaudiently by the author to whose manuscript |
have above referred. The summary is based on information
received during the last ten days of July 1926. On the 2ist
of that month came the message, “ My children, 1 would now set
before you what took place in Atlantis after the period of evolving
prosperity had persisted for many centuries.” The island, ap-
parently, was divided roughly into three zones, the Lowands, the
Tablelands, and the sacred Heights. The Heights were the home
of the ruling classes and king-initiates, the royal and priestly
functions being then combined.  Two groups of twelve initiates
are said to have administered what we may perhaps call the
esoteric and exoteric aspects of the Atlantean polity respectively.
It was in the lower lands towards the seaboard of the continent
that the evil of Eranus (Satanaku. or Satari» firsst manifested

---------------- umuiuuus priest is niven
becarme so powerful that they were able to defy openly the exist
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ing form of administration. It was in the school of Itheboleth
that the seeds of black magic were first sown. He, too, was the
leader of the revolt that resulted in the first shedding of human
blood.

" The domination of Itheboleth grew, and with it came crime
and destruction to the continent of Atlantis, says the chronicle.
The tenples of black-magic flourished, and finally outnumbered
those of the white king-initiates in the Highlands. It was in
these temples that the first human sacrifices took place. “ The
people were also told that if they killed and consumed the flesh
of the cattle they would thenselves become as gods, never
knowing death, so you see how evil was wrought and how the
act of slaughtering mortal flesh was started.” Internal strife
racked the island, and ended in a bloody battle, which was only
stopped by the advent of thefirst of the series of great catastrophes.
“ The ground did tremble and a mist filled all the Tablelands
and stretched even unto the seaboard of the Lowlands, and the
earth was rent so that great tongues of fire rose up, consuming
all thase who came wiathin their grasp.”

For a period of many centuries peace once nore reigned
throughout Atlantis. The devastated temples were rebuilt, and
the administration of the continent reorganised. But again
human nature proved wayward, and evil once nore crept into
the land. A sect was founded, and a great sanctuary raised In
honour of the menmory of Itheboleth. The practice of black-
magic and the offering of human sacrifices again became rampant.
To so bad a pass did the state of affairs come at this second crisis
that it resulted in the cataclysms which finally destroyed the
continent.  Preparations having been made for the preservation
of the divine mysteries and the safeguarding of chasen groups of
survivors, the nation’s evil karma was precipitated. The account
of the submergence is given by the script in the folloning
graphic words :

“ The foundations of Atlantis were already undermined on
account of the previous upheavals which had occurred, so that
the Lowlands feil away at the first quaking of the soil near the
seaboard. From the Lowlands the people were driven up to-
wards the Tablelands, which parts were as yet unaffected. Sonme
of you will ask ‘ why did not they escape from the continent in
boats ? dhe reason was because the sea was a seething mass of
nolten lava and sulphurous tongues of fire, and all who were
bold enough to approach were swallowed up or scorched to death.
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As the days went by the Tablelands in turn became affected, ad
crumbled, falling away into the sea, until at length were the popu-
lation that remained left in a great mass round the slopes of the
Highlands. Yet could they not approach them because only

those who possessed the knowledge of the adept could levitate
thither.

*“ Qutraged Nature was to play her part, and suddenly a huge
crater was formed within the sacred Heights, and truly did it
seem as if Satanaku awaited them in that cauldron of fury.
The sacred Heights subsided, and telescoping into the bosomaof the
earth, afforded the people congregated upon the Tablelands a
glimpse of what they had striven to see.

“ Down went the sacred temple surrounded by the seven
peaks, and as it subsided it sucked after it the remaining portions
of the Tablelands, engulfing thase evil ones who still remained
alive. Thus perished Atlantis, and at length the waves of the
ocean closed over the last traces of that evil continent, that sane
fair land that had once been the habitation of Ptah and the
divine men.”

Such, then, is the brief outline of an account received by
psychic inspiration of the passing of a great era in the history
oftheworld. Whether the source of his inspiration is the author’s
own sub-conscious memory, or that of an intelligence exterior
to his own, it is not easy to determine, although the balance of
evidence points in favour of the latter hypothesis. “ El Eros,”
to use the pseudonym he has adopted, will, | am sure, pardon
e for pointing out that his normal style of writing bears evidence
of immaturity. It would, in point of fact, be impossible to con-
template putting his ordinary epistles into print before subjecting
them to rigorous enmendation. His ordinary style lacks alto-
gether the distinction of that archaic dignity which characterises
the inspirational Scripts.  Neither his everyday correspondence
nor his general personality give the slightest indication of latent
ability to conpose, for instance, a paragraph such as the folloning
Lament of Horus over the destruction of Atlantis ,

O! Chekon! Thou golden city of Atlantis. Thy towers

the lament are overttrown»and thy altars are buried beneath
of horus. waves °f the mighty ocean. Thy sanctuaries
became a habitation for jackals and vipers and thy

highways became streets of iniquity. Behold, the word of Ptah
was spoken and the earth opened wide its mouth and swationed
those evil ones, that not ore renained.  Alas ! ye golden donres
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and glistening colunms, weep for the destruction that has come
upoN Youl.

“ Weep for all etemity, forin thy awful desolation shalt thou
rise up again fromthy watery grave.

“ Behold, thy voice shall be like unto the voice of the harlot
crying aloud and saying, ‘ Behold, out of my whoredom hath
come destruction.” Take heed, ye nations of earth, lest ye fall
into greater tribulation. The fair city of Chekon, the first city
of Atlantis, is overthromn.  The habitation of Ptah is no more.”

Such a tour deforce IS, | feel, quite beyond the scope of * El
Eros ” as he manifests ineveryday life.

Opinions with regard to the exact site of the submerged con-
tinent differ somewhat, although it is generally conceded that it
must have had its place somewhere in the Atlantic Ocean. In
reviewing the geological evidence available in support of the
contention that Atlantis was a reality, Lewis Spence points out
that “‘ with the gradual collection of new evidence relative to the
geology and biology of the Atlantic region the theory concerming
the existence of such a land-mess (as Atlantis) has taken on an
entirely new complexion. This evidence does not depend upon
the misty sunmises of visionaries, or the dogmatic assertions of
that type of antiquary who twists tradition and philology into
the semmblance of testimony, but on considerations the most
rational and credible. That an Atlantean continent at one time
occupied the present oceanic gulf between Europe and America
is a scientific truth now accepted by geologists of all shades of
opinion, and the only question of debate which still remains has
reference to the precise period in geological history at which this
continent flourished.”

Later on he remarks :

“The fact that geologists of distinction have risked their
reputations by testifying in Nno uncertain manner to the reality
of a former Atlantean continent should surely give pause to those
who impatiently refuse even to examine the probabilities of the
arguments so ably upheld. But the nost significent considera-
tion which emrerges is that this modem expert evidence is almost

entirely in favour of a comparatively recent land-mass or nmasses
in the Atlantic.”

Mr. Spence s own conclusions, based on geological and biolo-
gical evidence, are thus summarised :
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“ A great continent formerly occupied the whole or ngjor
portion of the North Atlantic region, and a considerable portion
of its Southerm basin.  Of early geological origin it must, in the
course of successive ages, have experienced many changes in
contour and mess, probably undergoing frequent submergence
and emergence.

“ In the Miocene times it still retained its Continental char-
acter, but towards the end of that period began to disintegrate
owing to successive volcanic and other causes.

“ This disintegration resulted in the formation of greater and
lesser messes. Two of these, considerably larger in area than
any of the others, were situated () at a relatively short distance
from the entrance to the Mediterranean ; and (ft) in the region
of the present West India Islands. These may respectively be
called Atlantis and Antillia. . . .

“These two island continents and the connecting chain
of islands persisted until the late Pleistocene times, at which
epoch (about 25000 years ago) Atlantis seens to have ex-
perienced further disintegration. Final disaster appears to have
overtaken Atlantis about 10000 b.c. Antillia, on the other
hand, seens to have survived until a much nore recent period,
and still persists fragmentally in the Antillagroup of West India
Islands.”

In discussing the tradition associating the Sargasso Sea with
the sunken Atlantis, Mr. Spence nmaintains that while there is
reason to believe that this was geologically the case, his chief
concem is the site of Atlantis during the period of its existence
when it was occupied by human life.  What was the geographical
Position and site of the island at the period when its early popula-
tion began to leave it for European soil ? After weighing the
various theories put forward, the conclusion arrived at is that
Atlantis at the time of its submergence extended from a point
close to the entrance of the Mediterranean to the forty-fifth
parallel of longitude, and, from north to south, nearly from the

forty-fifth parallel of latitude to about the twenty-second parallel
of latitude.

It is, however, in the theory that a definite Atlantean culture,
rrom ATLANTIS €TD°dying its onwn peculiar beliefs and custons,
TO egypt. Penetrated fl’(]‘nﬂ‘EnB.inlarﬂtO \/\EStemEurOFE
and Central Arerica, that sone of the strongest

support for the actual pre-existence of Atlantis isto be found. It
would seem according to Mr. Spence, that Crete, for instance! was
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thus penetrated by Atlantean culture. Civilisation in Crete was
undoubtedly of very ancient origin, and interesting parallels with
that of Atlantis are brought to the attention of the reader.
Atlantean origin is also claimed for Egyptian culture. This, of
course, is definitely in line with the Caim of the inspirational
script from which | have quoted above. It is highly probable
that this influence reached Egypt by way of North-West Africa.
“ The evidence,” says Mr. Spence, ““ which appears most strongly
in favour of the introduction of Atlantean influence into Egypt
is connected with the cult of Gsiris. That this worship was not
indigenous to Egypt is obvious, but it is difficult to say at what
era it waes introduced into the Nile country. . . .

“ It is the Book of the Dead Which gives us perhaps the most
insight into the character and provenance of the Osirian cult.
Four thousand years at least before the Christian era certain
parts of it were in use in Egypt, and that these were even then
associated with the cult and art of mummification is clear. . . .

“ There is little doubt, however, that many of the texts in the
Book of the Dead are of a nore archaic character than the First
Dynasty. They were edited and re-edited many times, and even
at adate so early as 3300, .. . the scribes who copied themwere so
misled by many passages which they contained as scarcely to
be able to follow their original meaning. . . .

“The Book of the Dead Was almost certamly a survival of a
Neolithic ritual for the preservation of the body in Order that it
might live again. . . . Munmmification with all its intricate
ritual was developed from the Aurignacian practice, whichwas its
seed and germ  In all probability the Aurignacian, that is the
Atlantean custom of painting the bones of the dead, spread along
the coast of North Africa until it reached Egypt, where in course of
time it took on an appearance of greater refinement, so that no
longer the bones but the whole body wes painted thus. But
there is good reason to believe that along the entire track of
Atlantean civilisation, from Egypt to Peru, a definite cult of
er‘r’balmng e SlO\le took sfape I believe that this cult,
the Osirian, originated in Atlantis, and Spread thence all over
North Africa, on the orne hand, and to America on the other.”

Compare this with the information given in the psychic script
of "El Eros.” During the period of the final cataclysms, plans
were made for the colonisation of Egypt by the Atlantean refugees.
" Ihe first to be called unto my Father was I, Gsiris, who was
instructed concerning the building of the chief sanctuary of

B
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initiation which was to be erected in the land of Khermu (Egypt),
and the conplete plan was given unto ne. . . . Having made
known unto me the things | should do, my Father bade e cll
unto him El Erosuphu, to whom were delivered the Statutes of
my Father, Ptah.”

The scribe then gives an account of what occurred in Khenmu
fromthe time of the final migration which took place about 15000
B.c. The main body of refugees arriving at the spot now knoan
as Alexandria, disembarked and settled under the leadership
of a priest named Helionore.  As the years passed, and the popu-
lation increased, attention was turned to the building of the
pyramids, three huge edifices, or stones of remenrbrance, ard
tenmples of initiation. The entrance to these tenmples was similar
to that of the temple on the sacred Heights of Atlantis ; that is,
between the paws of a gigantic sphinx.

Mr. Spence calls attention to the significant fact that it is on
the coast-lines of the European, American, ad

THE . - .

aTLANTEAN African continents that the best evidences of
cuLture. Atlantean influence are to be found. He em
COMPLEX phasises the point that every great civilisation has

been distinguished by a very definite group of
cultural and customary practices. The proof that the Atlantean
civilisation was so distinguished is, he maintains, fairly evident.
The Atlantean culture-conplex, as he termrs it, is so evident
and constant in its distribution that the claim of a formrer link
between the American and European continents is, in his opinion,
conclusively proved.

In elucidation of his thesis, Mr. Spence adduces the folloning
reasorns in Support of his argument :

The particular elements which distinguish the Atlantean
culture-complex; are the practice of mummification, the practice
o witchcraft, the presence of the pyramid, head flattening, the
couvade, the use of three-pointed stones, the existence of certain
definite traditions of cataclysm, and several other minor cultural
“ r™ It’ona”evidences. The main argument is that these are
a o0 e ound collectively confined within an area Stretching
from the Western coasts of Europe to the eastern shores of
America, and embracmg the Western European islands and the
Antilles. So fax as | am aware, these elements are not to be
found associated with each other in any other part of the world.
This seems to supply the surestkind of proofthat they must have
emanated from some Atlantean area now submerged, which
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formerly acted as a link between East and West, and whence
these custons were distributed eastward and westward respec-
tively.”

The distribution of the Atlantean culture-elements above
mentioned—mummification, the presence of pyramids, etc.—
is traced throughout the regions indicated, and affords a striking
testimony to the truth of Mr. Spence’s theory ; while it is pointed
out that Plato’'s account displays the clearest traces of the
Atlantean culture-conplex.

A specially inmportant chapter is devoted to the traces of
Atlantis in Britain, which, it is claimed, is a veritable touchstone
of Atlantean history. Addressing hinself to occultists in general
and Theosophists in particular, Mr. Spence asks why they should
seek to infer the origin of the System they support from Oriental
sources, ‘‘when it must be manifest, as the founder of modem
Theosophy upheld, that the very beginnings of the System eman-
ated from Atlantis. . . . Let Theosophists and mystics generally
pay nore consideration not only to the evidences of the Atlantean
origin of world-religion and philasophy, but make a deeper study
of the renains of the Atlantean System as observed in Druidism,
the ancient religion of our ownisland. . . . The mystical literature
of the Welsh Triads, the Irish legends and the vast epic of the
Grail are available to him . . . Let the Theosophist and
Student of world-religion betake hinself to the source rather than
to the affluents.”

With which adjuration we must bring to a close our con-
sideration of an absorbing work on a fascinating subject. That
archseology and occult research together may in the future suc-—-
ceed in restoring some of the lost knowledge of those Mysteries
of which Atlantis was the great repository, it is, perhaps, not too
much to hope.

THE EDITOR.



THE TEMPLAR ORDERS IN
FREEMASONRY

An Historical Consideration of their Origin and Development

By ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE

HAVING regard to the fact that Emblematic Freemasonry,
as it is known and practised at this day, arose from an Operative
Guild and within the bosom of a development from certain
London Lodges which prior to the year 1717 had their titles
in the past of the Guild and recognised its Old Charges, it would
seem outside the reasonable likelihood of things that less than
forty years after the foundation of Grand Lodge Knightly Orders
should begin to be heard of developing under the segis of the
Craft, their titles in sone cases being borroned from the old
institutions of Christian Chivalry. It is this, however, which
occurred, and the inventions wereso successful that they multiplied
on every side, from 1754 to the threshold of the French Revolu-
tion, new denominations being devised when the old titles were
exhausted. There arose in this manner a great tree of Ritual,
and it happens, noreover, that we are in a position to affirm
the kind of root fromwhich it sprang. Twenty years after the
date of the London Grand Lodge, and when that of Scotland may
not have been twelve months old, the menorable Scottish Free-
mason, Andrew Michael Ramsay, delivered an historical address
in a French Lodge, in the course of which he explained that the
Masonic Brotherhood arose in Palestine during the period of the
Crusades, under the protection of Christian Knights, with the
object of restoring Christian Churches which had been destroyed
by Saracens in the Holy Land.  For sone reason which does not
emerge, the foster-mother of Masonry, according to the mind
of the hypothesis, was the Chivalry of St. John. Ramsay
appears to have left the Masonic arena, and he died in the early
part of 1743, but his discourse produced a profound inpression
on French Freemesonry. He offered no evidence, but France
undertook to produce it after its own manner and conformably
to the spirit of the time by the creation of Rites and Degrees
of Masonic Knighthood, no trace of which is to be found prior
to the thesis of Ramsay.  Their prototypes of course were extant,

the Knights of Malta, Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, Knights
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of St. Lazarus, in the gift of the Papal See, and the Order of
Christ in Portugal, in the gift of the Portuguese Cromn. There
is no need to say that these Religious and Military Orders have
nothing in conmon with the Operative Masonry of the past,

and when their titles were borrowed for the institution of Masonic
Chivalries, it is curious how little the latter oned to the cere-
nonial of their precursors, in their manners of making and instal-
ling Knights, except in so far as the general prototype of all is
found in the Roman Pontifical. There are, of course, reflections
and analogies : (1) in the old knightly corporations the candidate
was required to produce proofs of noble birth, and the Strict
Observance dermanded these at the beginning, but owingto obvious
difficulties is said to have ended by furnishing patents at need ;
@ in the Military Order of Hospitallers of the Holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem, he undertook, as in others, to protect the Church of
God, with which may be conmpared nodem Masonic injunctions
in the Temple and Holy Sepulchre to maintain and defend the
Holy Christian Faith ; (3 again at his Knighting he was “ made,

created and constituted now and for ever,” which is identical,

word for word, with the formula of another Masonic Chivalry,

and will not be unknown to many.

But the appeal of the new foundations was set in another
direction, and was either to show that they derived from Masonry
orwere Masonry itself at the highest, in the proper understanding
thereof. When the story of a secret perpetuation of the old
Knights Templar—outside the Order of Christ—arose in France
or Germany, but as | tend to conclude in France, it was and re-
mains the most notable case in point of this appeal and Caim
It rose up within Masonry, and it came about that the Templar
element overshadowed the dreans and pretensions of other
Masonic Chivalries, or, nore correctly, outshone them all. | am
dealing here with matters of fact and not proposing to account for
the facts thenmselves within the limits of a single study. The
Chevalier Ramsay never spoke of the Termplars : his affimation
wes that the hypothetical building confratemity of Palestine
united ultimately with the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem;
that it became established in various countries of Europe as the
Crusaders drifted back ; and that its chief centre in the thirteenth
Century waes Kilwinning in Scotland. But the French or other-
wise German Masonic mind went to work upon this thesis, and in
presenting the Craft with the credentials of Knightly Connections
it substituted the Order of the Temple for the chivalry chasen by
Ransay. The Battle of Lepanto and the Siege of Vienna had
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invested the annals of the St. John Knighthood with a great
light of valour ; but this was as little and next to nothing in com:
parison with the talismanic attraction which for sone reason
attached to the Templar name and was obviously thrice megnified
when the proposition arose that the great chivalry had continued
to exist insecret fromthe days of Philippe le Bel evento the second
half of the eighteenth Century. There were other considerations,
however, which loomed largely, and especially in regard to the
sudden praoscription which befell the Order in 1307. Of the trial
which folloned there were records available to all, in successive
editions of the French work of Dupuy, first published in 1685;
in the German Historical Traaatus Of Petrus Puteamus published
at Frankfort in 1665 ) in Gurther’s Latin Hisloria Templariorum
of 1691 ; and in yet other publications prior to 1750. There
is not a little evidence of one impression which was produced by
these menorials, the notion, namely, of an unexplored realm of
mystery extending behind the charges. It was the day of Vol-
taire, and it happened that a shallow infidelity was characterised
by the kind of Ucence which fosters intellectual extravagance,
by a leaning in directions which are generally termed superstitious
—though Superstition itself was pilloried—and in particular by
attraction towards occult arts and supposed hidden knowledge.
Advanced persorns were ceasing to believe in the priest but were
disposed to believe in the sorcerer, and the Templars had been
accused of magic, of worshipping a strange idol, the last Suy-
gestion—Tfor sone obscure reason— being not altogether indifferent
to many who had slipped the anchor of their faithin God. Beyond
these frivolities and the foolish minds that cherished them, there
were other persorns who were neither in the school of a rather
cheap infidelity nor in that of conmon Superstition, but who
looked seriously for light to the East and for its imagined tradi-
tional wisdom handed down from past ages. They may have
been dreanrers also, but they were less or nore zealous students
after their own manner, within their proper nmeasures, and the
Templar Chivalry drewthem because they deenred it not unlikely
that its condenmmnation by the paranmount orthodoxy connoted a
suspicion that the old Knighthood had learmed in Palestine nore
than the West could teach.  Out of such elements were begotten
sore at least of the Tenplar Rites and they grew from nore to
nore, tili this particular aspect culminated in the Templar drarres
of Wermer, in which an Order concealed through the ages and
perpetuated through saintly Custodiarns reveals to a chosen few
among Knights Tenplar some part of its secret doctrine—the
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identity of Christ and Horus, of Mary the Mother of God, and Isis
the Queen of Heaven. The root of these dreans on doctrine and
myth transfigured through the ages—with a heart of reality behind
it—will be found, as it seens to e, in occult derivations from
Tenmplar Ritual which belong to circa 1782 and are still in vigilant
custody on the continent of Europe. | mention this lest it
should be thought that the intimations of a German poet, though
he was an active nmenmber of the Strict Observance, were nmere
inventions of an imaginative mind.

There is no historical evidence for the existence of any Templar
perpetuation story prior to the Oration of Ramsay, just as there
is No question that all docunments produced by the French non-
Masonic Order of the Tenple, founded in the early years of the
nineteenth Century, are inventions of that period and are fraudu-
lent like the rest of its Clainsl its list of Grand Masters included.
There is further—as we have observed—no evidence of any Rite
or Degree of Masonic Chivalry prior to 1737, to which date is
referred the discourse of Ransay. That this was the original
impetus which led to their production may be regarded as beyond
dispute, and it wes the case especially with Masonic Templar
revivals. Their thesis waes his thesis varied. For example,
according to the Rite of the Strict Observance the proscribed Order
was carried by its Marshai, Pierre d'Aumont, who escaped with a
few other Knights to the Isles of Scotland, disguised as Operative
Mesos. They renmained there and under the sane veil the
Tenplars continued to exist in secret from generation to genera-
tion under the shadow of the mythical Mount Heredom of Kil-
winning. To whatever date the old dreans ascribe it, when
Emblematic Freemasonry enmerged it was—eX hypothesi—a pro-
duct of the Union between Knights Templar and ancient Scottish
Mesonry.  Such is the story told.

The Strict Observance wes founded by Baron von Hund
in Germany between about 1751 and 1754 or 1755, and is usually
regarded as the first Masonic Chivalry which put forward the
story of Templar perpetuation. 1 have accepted this view on
my own part, but subject to his daim at its value—if any—that
he had been made a Knight of the Temple in France, some twelve
years previously. The question arises, therefore, as to the fact
or possibility of antecedent Degrees of the kind in that country,
and we are confronted at once by many stories afloat concerming
the Chapter of Clemont, the foundation of which at Paris is
refarredto several dates. It was inexistence, according to Yarker,
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at some undetermined period before 1742, for at that date its
Masonic Rite, consisting of three Degrees superposed on those of
the Craft, was taken to Hamburg. A certain Von Marshall,
whose name belongs to the history of the Strict Observance, had
been admitted in the previous year, Von Hund himself following
in 1743—not at Hamburg, but at Paris—for all of which no
authority is cited and imagination may seem to have been at
work. But some of the statements, including those of other
English writers, are referable to a-source in Thory’s Acta Lata-
morum. When Woodford speaks of Von Hund’s admission into
Templar Masonry at Clermont as not a matter of hypothesis, but
of certain knowledge, he is dependent on the French historian,
according to whom the German Baron was made a Mason at Paris
in 1742. The Chapter of Clermont was founded in that city so
late as 1754, and some time subsequently Von Hund returned
thither, with the result that he derived Templar teaching from
Clermont, on which he built up the Observance system. But,
whatever the point is worth, this story is not only at issue with
that of Von Hund himself, but with the current chronology of
the Observance. To involve matters further, the Chapter is
reported otherwise to have derived its Templar element from
something unspecified at Lyons which is referred to 1738. The
utmost variety of statement will be found, moreover, as to the
content of the Clermont Rite, the Templar character of which
has been also challenged. It is proposed otherwise that the
Chapter was founded on a scale of considerable magnitude,
that it was installed in a vast building, and that it attracted the
higher classes of French Freemasons, which notwithstanding
it ceased to exist in 1758, being absorbed by the Council of
Emperors established in that year for the promulgation of a
different Grade system.

I am in a position to reflect some light for the relief of these
complications by reference to Dutch archives which have come
to my knowledge. The date of the Chapter’s foundation re-
mains uncertain, but it was in activity between 1756 and 1763,
so that it was not taken over—as Gould suggests—by those
Masonic Emperors to whom we are indebted for the first form
of the Scottish Rite, Ancient and Accepted. It isnotimpossible
that its foundation is referable to the first of these dates, when
it superposed on the three Craft Grades as follows : () Grade
of Scottish Master of St. Andrew of the Thistle, being the Fourth
Grade of Masonry, ““in which allegory dissolves "’ ; (2) Grade
of Sublime Knight of God and of his Temple, being the Fifth
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and Last Grade of Free Masonry. At a later period, however,
it became the Seventh Grade of the Rite, owing to the introduc-
tion of an Elect Degree which took the number 5 under the title
of Knight of the Eagle, followed by an Illustrious Degree, occupy-
ing the sixth place and denominated Knight of the Holy Sepul-
chre. The Grade final in both enumerations—otherwise Knight
of God—presented a peculiar, as it was also an early version
of the perpetuation story, from which it follows that the Clermont
Rite was Templar.

I have so far failed to trace any copy of the Ritual in
this country with the exception of that which has been placed
recently in my hands, an example of the discoveries that await
research in continental archives. The Templar element—
which may be called the historical part—is combined with a part
of symbolism, for though allegory is said to be abandoned in
the Fourth Degree, its spiritual sister is always present in Ritual.
The aspect which it assumes in the present case is otherwise
known in Masonry, the Chapter representing the Holy City,
the New Jerusalem, with its twelve gates, as a tabernacle of God
with men. The Candidate is represented therefore as seeking
the light of glory and a perfect recompense, while that which he
is promised is an end of toils and trials. He is obligated as at
the gates of the City and is promised the Grand Secret of those
who abide therein. The City is—spiritually speaking—in the
world to come, and the reward of chivalry is there ; but there is
a reward also on earth within the bonds of the Order, because
this is said to be divine and possessed of the treasures of wisdom.
The kind of wisdom and the nature of the Great Secret is revealed
in the Perpetuation Story, and so far as I am aware offers the
only instance of such a claim being made on behalf of the Temp-
lars, in or out of Masonry. It belongs to a subject which en-
grossed the zeal of thousands throughout the seventeenth century
and had many disciples—indeed, they were thousands also—
during the Masonic Age which followed. The story is that the
Templars began in poverty, but Baldwin II, King of Jerusalem,
gave them a house in the vicinity of the site where Solomon’s
Temple was built of old. When it was put in repair by Hugh
de Payens and the rest of the first Brethren, their digging opera-
tions unearthed an ironcasket whichcontained priceless treasures,
and chief among all the true process of the Great Work in Al-
chemy, the secret of transmuting metals, as communicated to
Solomon by the Master Hiram Abiff. So and so only was it
possible to account for the wealth of adornment which charac-
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terised the First Temple. The discovery explains also the
wealth acquired by the Templars, but it led in the end to their
destruction. Traitors who knew of the secret, though they had
not themselves attained it, revealed the fact to Clement V and
Philip the Fair of France, and the real purpose of the persecu-
tion which followed was to wrest the transmuting process from
the hands of its Custodians. Jacques de Molay and his co-heirs
died to preserve it, but three of the initiated Knights made their
escape and after long wandering from country to country they
found refuge in the caves of Mount Heredom. They were
succoured by Knights of St. Andrew of the Thistle, with whom
they made an alliance and on whom they conferred their know-
ledge. To conceal it from others and yet transmit it through
the ages they created the Masonic Order in 1340 ; but the alchem-
ical secret, which is the physical term of the Mystery, has been
ever reserved to those who can emerge from the veils of allegory
—that is to say, for the chiefs of St. Andrew of the Thistle, who

are Princes of the Rosy Cross, and the Grand Council of the
Chapter.

The alchemical side of this story is in a similar position to
that of the perpetuation myth, of which it is an early version.
There is nothing that can be taken seriously. But this is not
to say that in either case there is no vestige of possibilities behind.
Modern Science tends more and more to show us that the trans-
mutation of metals is not an idle dream and—speaking on my own
part—there are well-known testimonies in the past on the literal
point of fact which | and others have found it difficult to set
utterly aside. So also there are few things more certain in
history than is the survival of Knights Templar after their
proscription and Suspension as an Order. With this fact in
front of us it is not as a hypothesis improbable that there or here
the chivalry may have been continued in secret by the making
of new Knights. It is purely a question of evidence, and this
is unhappily wanting. The traditional histories of Knightly
Masonic Degrees—like those of the Chapter of Clermont, the
Strict Observance and the Swedish Rite—bear all the marks
of manufacture , the most that can be said concerning them—
and then in the most tentative manner—is that by bare possi-
bility there may have been somewhere in the world a rumour
of secret survival, in which case the root matter of their stories
would not have been pure invention. The antecedent material

would then have been worked over and adapted to Masonic
purposes, inspired by the Oration of Ramsay.
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It is to be presumed that when this speculation is left to
stand at its value, there is no critical mind which will dream of
an authentic element in Hugh de Payen’s supposed discovery of
the Powder of Projection at or about the site of the Jewish Temple.
This romantic episode Stands last in a series of similar fictions
which are to be found in the history of Alchemy. When we are
led to infer therefore by the records before me that the Chapter
of Clermont reached its end circa 1763, we shall infer that it was
in a position no longer to carry on the pretence of possessing
and being able to communicate at will the Great Secret of
Alchemy. It is evident from the Ritual that this was not dis-
closed to those who, being called in their turn, were admitted to
the highest rank and became Knights of God. It was certainly
promised, however, at a due season as a reward of merit. From
a false pretence of this kind the only way of escape would be
found by falling back upon renounced and abjured allegory.
Now, we have seen that the Chapter in its last Degree repre-
sented the New Jerusalem, and therefore its alchemy might well
be transferred from a common work in metals to the spiritual
side of Hermeticism. Those who have read Robert Fludd and
Jacob Bohme will be acquainted with this aspect ; but it may
not have satisfied the figurative Knights of God, who had come
so far in their journey from the Lodge of Entered Apprentice
to a Temple of supposed adeptship. The Chapter therefore
died.

(To be concluded)



MYSTICAL MEDICINE

By CHARLES WHITBY

WITH an hour more to wait for my train, having missed the
Connection at Milchester, | was wandering disconsolately up the
High Street of that picturesquely-decayed cathedral city, when
a tall man emerging from a by-way suddenly confronted me.

“ Pemberthy !'” | exclaimed, surprised and delighted. He
stopped, and after we had exchanged a few remarks told me that
he was on his why to visit his old friend, Dr. Biosset, who lived
close by, and invited me to accompany him.

“ Biosset is no commonplace practitioner,” he said, “ but a
man with ideas, a mystic. You will be interested.”

“ Can he eure a headache ? ” | asked.
“Why ? Is yours aching ?”

“ Fiercely, | assure you. But no drug I've tried—and I've
tried hundreds—has ever touched my headaches, except by way
of making them worse.”

“ Biosset will eure this one in two minutes. He is a wizard,
| teil you. Come along !”

Pemberthy’s prediction was a tempting one, but sounded too
good to be true. My head seemed to be opening and shutting,
as if some imp were hammering a wedge between the sutures,
and the prospect of two or three hours in the crowded compart-
ment of a local stopping train was a fearsome one. So, tacitly
assenting, | followed Pemberthy as he dived through an alley
and crossed a corner of the Close, where through sentinel rows
of elm, beech and sycamore loomed the huge bulk and squat towers
ofthe cathedral. From the Close we turned into a narrow Street,
and a moment later Pemberthy was knocking at the door of a
mediseval house, shadowed by the projection of the oak-timbered
upper storeys. Dr. Biosset would see us shortly, the maid told
us as she ushered us into a quaint low-ceiled parlour, reminiscent

oLf the room in a well-known picture of Milton dictating Paradise
ost.

Two minutes later, she showed in a young woman accompanied
by a delicate-looking little boy. Noticing that he coughed
slightly, Pemberthy asked his mother if he was a patient.

82



MYSTICAL MEDICINE 93

“ That he is !” exclaimed the good woman, and proceeded
to chant the praises of Dr. Blosset's marvellous skKill.

“ Three days ago, when | sent for him,” she told us, Bertie
was in bed, with a temperature, his ehest full of rattlings, coughing
his heart out, enough to break your own heart to see and hear
him, coughing and crowing, and sick every time.”

“ Sounds like whooping-cough,” Pemberthy remarked.

“ Yes, sir, whooping-cough it was, sure enough. | sent for
Dr. Wilkinson, who is very clever, and has the largest practice
in Milchester, but the strong medicinehegave him never touched
that cough, though | gave him his dose, reguléar as the clock,
every three hours, for a week. So then we asked him to let us
have Dr. Biosset to meet him, but he said, ‘ No ; better let him
take over the case.” Dr. Biosset came three days ago, and gave
him some tasteless medicine, just like water.”

“ And did it do him any good ?”

“ Anygood, sir?  Just lookat theboy ! It actedlikeacharm.
His temperature came down, his appetite came back, those
awful spells of coughing—he used to cling to me in terror when
he feit one coming—simply faded away. The neighbours won't
believe he really had whooping-cough—though | know better.
For they say it can't be curedin less than six weeks by anything
short of a miracle.”

At this moment we were interrupted by the return of the maid,
who showed us into the consulting-room.

Dr. Biosset, a man of about fifty, of medium height, benevolent
looking, moon-faced, with one of the largest, roundest and baldest
heads | ever saw, peered smilingly at us through his spectacles.
Wearing a rather shabby frock-coat, he stood by the mantel-
piece, shaking some fluid in a phial. ~ This he laid by, first glanc-
ing at his watch, then sat down at his table, after inviting us to
be seated. On the desk I noticed a half-finished horoscope.

“ Are you an astrologer, doctor ? ” | ventured, after Pember-
thy had introduced me and the usual greetings were exchanged.

“ Yes,” he acknowledged. “ I find it helpful to the diagnosis
of obscure cases. And to their treatment, too, for that matter.”

Was that what enabled you to eure the little boy of whooping-
cough ?” asked Pemberthy.

“ What little boy ?”
We told him what we had seen and heard in the waiting-
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room, and he seemed pleased but not surprised at the child’s
improvement.

“ No need of horoscopes for a simple matter like that,” he
said. “ As far as | remember, | gave him the sixth potency of
drosera.”

“ The sixth potency. What precisely does that mean ?”
I enquired.

“ You add one part of the ‘ mother tincture ' to 99 parts of
spirit, and shake it by hand for thirty or forty minutes. The
result gives you the first potency. That, similarly diluted and
shaken, produces the second, and so on. The sixth potency,
therefore, contains one part to the billion of the original tincture.
If such a dilution were made straight away, it would, of course,
be perfectly inert, medically. But built up as | have described,
it seems to be the case that each dilution hands on the healing
virtue to the next, modified no doubt, but never destroyed.
The spirit is * droserified,” so to speak.”

“ But surely there must be a limit ?” | said.

“ If so, it has not been found,” said the doctor. | have seen

t?fe thousandth potency of a remedy produce most sensational
effects.”

“ Must the dilutions be made by hand ?” 1 asked.

“ It is believed to be necessary,” said the doctor, “ but person-
ally 1 doubt it, when, as so offen happens, it is the perfunctory
hand of a shop-boy, who knows nothing of the patient. But
when made, as | make my own dilutions as far as possible, with
the actual case in my mind, it seems reasonable to suppose that
manual preparation may increase the remedial effect of the drug.

So prepared, a medicine is, according to the French cabbalist,
Fliphas Levi, a true magical elixir.”

Would you call yourself a homoeopathist ? 7 Pemberthy
enquired.

Hardly that, said the doctor. “ At any rate, Hahnemann
would not have called me one. He recognised only ‘ whole-
hoggers.™ Your true homoeopathist is a sectarian: | am a
catholic in medical methods, finding virtue in all. The principle
of like to like is as old as Hippocrates, and is popularly embodied
in the frequent recommendation of ‘ a hair of the dog that bit

ou.” But what is the matter with your friend ? He looks far
rom well.”
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My interest and participation in the discussion had in fact
greatly intensified the migraine. Every drop of blood seemed
to have rushed to my bursting head, and the pain was excruciat-
ing. Pemberthy explained the Situation.

“ You are pledged to eure him,” he added. *“ | promised on
your behalf.”

“ Quite so,” said Biosset. Then, turning to me: “ Would
you mind telling me the date of your birth ?”

I gave the desired Information.

“ Ah, the Sun in Taurus, and, by the look of you, | should say,
Virgo rising.  Yes, | think | can guess your remedy.”

He poured some water into a glass, then, having fetched
from a shelf a small phial, added three or four drops of its
contents, and passed the draught over to me. We then resumed
our discussion, and within fifteen minutes | found to my amaze-
ment that my headache was completely gone. It had not been
suppressed either, as pain is nowadays by drugs like aspirin,
leaving a slightly stupefied feeling in its place. It had just faded
quietly away, as the morning mist melts in the growing power of
thesun. There were, | feit, in this curative process a truly magical
subtlety and power. | wanted to know more about it, and the
doctor was by no means unwilling to enlighten me.

“ Do | understand you to say,” | asked, “ that Hahnemann
was not the real discoverer of the homoeopathic principle ?”

“ Certainly not of the principle,” said Dr. Biosset. His
Organon was published in 1810. Nearly three centuries before
that, Paracelsus laid down the principle in almost the same
words used, without acknowledgment, by Hahnemann : Simile
similis cura : non contrarium. ‘Like is the eure of like ; not a
contrary thing. What Hahnemann did, and what justifies
his fame, was to devote his life to the practical application of the
principle. This was a valuable piece of work, and if he went too
far in denying the utility of other methods—forwe must sometimes
oppose Nature—it was a pardonable error.”

But in regard to the dosage, the use of infinitesimal dilu-
tions, was not that his own discovery ?”

Not altogether so. There again, he seems to have been
following the clue supplied by another mystic, Jacob Boehme,
the illuminated shoemaker. In his Treatise on ‘ Signatures’
{De Signatum Rerum), published in 1621, Boehme develops the
doctrine enunciated by Paracelsus a Century before. All natural
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beings, he says, are subject to some predominant planetary
influence, and in the physiognomy of each the *signature’ of
this influence is legibly inscribed. Thus the Jovian influence
confers on plants, animals or men, dignity, virtue and power;
that of Mars a crooked, gnarled or stunted growth ; Saturn's, a
black or grey colour, a lean body, hardness and astringency:
Venus gives height, grace and smoothness ; the Sun’s influence
on plants tends to produce flowers of a yellow colour, and Solar
plants, being ‘ near to paradise,” have great curative powers.”

“ And | suppose,” said Pemberthy, “ that in general the type
to which a man belongs will be a guide to the type of remedy
that will eure his maladies ?”

“ Yes, that is the idea, of course. A Martial man will have

diseases of the Martial type, and should be treated with Martial
remedies.”

“ Can you specify a Martial disease ?” | asked.

" Yes, erysipelas. And its most successful treatment is

with the tincture of iron perchloride, ‘ Steel,” as it used to be
called.”

“ On what grounds,” | enquired, * does Bcehme prescribe

that the remedy shall be of like rather than opposed nature to
the malady ?”

“ His theory,” said the doctor, “ is that every disease is a
“hunger ' which desires its likeness, not its opposite. In health,
such qualities as cold and heat, dryness and moisture, preserve
a certain balance or harmony. If any one of these qualities be
“enkindled, that is, get the upper hand, it becomes a ‘ hunger’
for complete supremacy, and to attempt a eure by mere Sup-
pression, as by the use of a ‘ cold ' remedy to a ‘ hot ' malady,
or vice versa, is futile, because it does not and cannot appease
that hunger.” Here, let me read you what he says.”

The doctor took down a book from one of the shelves which

covered several walls of his consulting-room, and looked out the
passage.

To the eure of a foul sickness there belongs a foul brimstone
(medicinal substance), and so to a cold or hot sickness the like
is to be understood. . . . If enkindled heat be administered
to the enkindled cold, then the cold is dismayed and falls into a
swound, viz., into deaths property, and the mercurial wheel
(vital process) runs into sadness.” So again, he says : *If the
physician administers Saturn only to a Martial disease, then
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Mars is dismayed, and falls down into death’s property.” Now,
note what follows, for here, it seems, is the germ of Hahnemann s
theory of attenuation : ‘ But yet the physician must have a
care that he administers not in an hot disease the raw undigested
hot Mars, in which Mercury (that is, the active property of the
drug) is wholly infiamed and burning: for so he enkindles the
fire more vehemently ; he must first mollify Mars and Mercury
and put them into joy (sublime them), and then it is right and
good.” He goes on to say that the hotter the remedy the better,
but its wrathful fire must first be changed into love and joy, and
then it is right and good. It will satisfy, and at the same time
allay, the morbid craving of the infiamed part.”

“ The terminology is alchemical, isn't it ?” said Pemberthy.

“ Yes, a quaint jargon, and very obscure sometimes. Boehme’s
view is that, in consequence of the Fall, all natural beings
and processes aro™tainted with a ‘ wrathful ’ property of per-
versity and self-assertion : prone, therefore, on the least occasion,
to fall into discord and antagonism. Now, sickness being no
merely physical inordination but the result of a corruption of
the ‘ oil " or inward principle in and from which the life’'s light
burns, it follows that a true eure cannot be effected by any crude
material remedy. Such raw remedies do not reach the root of
the malady, where the ‘ abominate ’ has arisen ; they effect at
best only a superficial improvement. A true medicine plays,
as it were, the role of a Saviour ; to qualify for this it must die
to the four elements and rise again in the fifth (ether), meek, pure
and regenerate. Thus is awakened a supermaterial virtue, that
permanent substratum or characteris-ic ‘ fixity * which inheres
in all material bodies, and in case of a medicine enables it to
penetrate the four elements and act upon the * sidereal ’ body.”

“ Very interesting,” | remarked, “ but surely a trifle vague.

How precisely are this 'death ' and ‘resurrection’ brought
about ?”

“I'm afraid | can’'t say,” the doctor confessed. “ Some of
Boehme’s phrases seem to imply processes of heating and fer-
mentation, but he insists that care must be taken not to destroy
or radically change, but merely to mitigate and mollify the
original character of the drug. But dilution must certainly have
played a considerable part in it, and it was so, | surmise, that
Hahnemann understood him. For in his Organon the latter
Claims on behalf of the action of medicines prepared and ad-
ministeied according tohis method, that it is ' spirit-ltke,” almost

C
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as much so as that of vitality itself. Surely, this agreement in
conception as to the true role of medicine can be no mere coin-
cidence.”

“ 1 should hardly think so,” Pemberthy agreed.

“ If so,” continued the doctor, “ there is another and even
stranger coincidence to explain. One ofthe principles laid down
by the founder of homoeopathy with great insistence is the neces-
sity of giving only one remedy at a time. No mixtures are
countenanced to this day by the faithful of the sect. This
principle also was explicitly stated by Boehme. A single remedy,
he said, provided it was a true ‘ assimulate,” and raised to its
‘ highest joy,” would suffice to eure. Moreover----- "

At this moment, a clock on the mantelpiece, by striking six,
reminded me of the fact that | had a journey to complete.

“ Pardon me, doctor,” | exclaimed, “ but how long does it
take one to walk from here to the South-Western Station ?”

“ You can do it comfortably in fifteen minutes.”

“ 1 must do it Mwcomfortably then. My train is due to leave
at twelve minutes past the hour.”

“ Don’'t worry,” said the doctor. *“ It will probably be late.”

They conducted me to the door ; gave the necessary directions.
| fiew. | reached the Station ‘ on time.” Not so the train. When
at last it arrived, it occurred to me, as | settled myselfin a corner
seat, that | had forgotten to ask the name of the drug which had
dispersed my migraine !



AUTHORITY AND OBEDIENCE IN
OCCULTISM
By DION FORTUNE

THE rival principles of autocracy and democracy have fought a
long battle for the control of human affairs, and democracy has
so far made good its case that to call a man an autocrat is to
reproach him. With many occult teachers, however, the old
principle of autocracy still seems to maintain its prestige, and
they require of their pupils an unquestioning obedience and a
blind faith.

The problem is admittedly a difficult one in occult matters,
for the man who knows more must inevitably act as guide to
the man who knows less, and many things cannot be explained
to those without the gate. There are two sides to be considered
in this, as in every other question. The teacher, himself bound
by obligations, and responsible for the safeguarding of the
System with which he is entrusted, a System which may have
come down to him from the remote past, and which he, by the
terms of his Obligation, is not allowed to alter ; he, with his
superior knowledge, knows the pitfalls of the path, but may not
be permitted to point them out expressly, for many of these
pitfalls are of the nature of deliberate tests. He, with his clair-
voyant vision, which a teacher must possess if he is to be other
than a blind leader of the blind, knowing the inner states of his
pupils and their karmic record, may have to keep silence con-
cerning much which he discems, even as did St. Paul, who said :
“ Many things I have to teil you, but ye cannot bear them now ” ;
and yet he may desire to give a warning, which, if accepted,
might save much difficulty and delay. For all these reasons the
teacher desires authority over his pupil. Yet he must not forget
that no human soul can accept responsibility for another, neither
can he tread one step of the path for his pupil, nor save him
from one experience that he needs for his evolution. When a
teacher is newly entrusted with his Office he may urgently desire
to save his pupils from suffering, but when he has seen deeper
into the nature of things he looks upon suffering with another
eye, for he knows its educative value. He leams more and more,
as time goes on, to interfere as little as possible between his pupil
and the Master of that pupil upon the Inner Planes ; for he
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knows that his function is to enable the pupil to come into cor+
scious touch with the Master who has committed that pupil
to his care for training, and that however great his wisdom
may be, it is better that the pupil should learn to think for him-
self, even if he makes mistakes, than to have his thinking done
for him, and thereby be kept in a state of ignorance and inex-
perience. As well might the teacher of the violin try to play on
behalf of his pupil as the teacher of anv system of occult training
try to take a decision on behalf of his pupil. All that either of
them can do is to show their pupils, give them principles to guide
them, then bid them try their hands, and, after the mistakes have
been made, but not before, explain to them where the errors
have lain and how to amend them.

The teacher who has a genuine system to communicate, and
who is really in touch with his Master, and acting under His
instructions, can safely leave his pupil to the Operation of the
cosmic law. If he is right in his opinion that a certain course will
prove unsatisfactory, and the pupil, disregarding his advice, pur-
sues that course, the latter will not be long in finding out his
mistake, and will assess his teacher’s advice all the more highly
for this practical test of its wisdom, and be ready enough to give
heed in the future. It is seldom that real loyalty is yielded tili
such a test has been made.

the demand for blind obedience as a proof of trust should be
regarded with suspicion by the would-be pupil; the confidence
trick is a very old one, and can be played on more than one plane.
0 one should demand faith without proof. If a teacher has
anything tangible to ofl'er, he will be able to give satisfactory
proofs and oOfter good and sul3icient reasons that shallsatisfy the
judgment and bear investigation. Early in my occult career
i meta teacher who demanded blind faith as a proof of loyalty,
ose Things concerning which we were required to exercise
ai urned out to be sordid irregularities. For that which is
f°°c_a g°od reason “n be given ; and that for which no good
Can e 8lven generally turns out not to be good.

at a™hsadvamn”ter mitiatj On ISm a dlfficult Position, for he is

0 know regards knowledge ;: and if one who appears
13 Know mare Hadsnipder gIVERZEEdE . aNd 1T one Who appears

Position to disprove it, except by disre« d,,° f 'n'‘'S" b,
happens. If, however, he fixes hk s g] 6mg Wr
ideal of the Master, he will have a stanft™ ™ falteringly on the
eacher to wb,mc ir c , £ hav‘ “ n “>
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I may be reminded that some books on initiation declare that
unquestioning obedience should be given to the teacher as being
the mouthpiece of the Master. It is quite true that if the teacher
is indeed working, as he Claims to be, under mandate from the
Master, his advice will be invaluable on account of its wisdom,
but how is the pupil to know this to be the case ? The assertion
of the teacher is valueless in the matter; he can say anything,
and the more of a charlatan he is, the more magniloquent will be
his Statements and assertions. Those who have really known
the Masters are awed into silence.

No human being should ever be asked to give blind obedience,
and to demand it of a chela is to “ sin against the Light ” that is
within, the “ Light that lighteth every man that cometh into
the world.” No human being, liable to the changes that illness
and old age inevitably bring about, has any right to demand a
promise of obedience ; and experience has abundantly shown that
such a demand invariably leads to trouble.

The pupil can only judge his teacher by results. Does he
bring forth the fruits of the spirit? Is his life Christlike ?
Then his influence can only be good. But is he erratic and dis-
connected in his thoughts ? Uncontrolled in his temper?
Sordid in his Outlook ? Untidy and dirty in his person and
environment ? Surrounded by people of undesirable character
who appear to enjoy his esteem and confidence ? Such a man is
a good one to avoid. Let us never take leave of our common-
sense in occultism, and remember that a tree is known by its
fruits, and if the fruits are disorder and demoralisation we will
not shelter ourselves under that tree unless we are prepared to
partake of those fruits in due season.

But if a pupil has found a teacher who appears to have much
to give him that he wants, is he then to yield a blind obedience
as the price of his training ? Again | should say “ no.” Human
nature is a mixed and contradictory affair. None of us is
perfect in either our characters or wisdom, and the occult teacher
is no exception to the rule. Experience of the reliability and
knowledge of a teacher may engender confidence and cause
great weight to be attached to his advice, but a pupil should no
more trust his teacher completely than he should condemn him
completely for a single error. Let all advice be considered on its
merits, and accepted or rejected accordingly. This is the lesser
of two evils, for although it is an evil to have come to a decision
on incomplete knowledge, it is a lesser evil than the abrogation of
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free judgment.  Moreover, the pupil has access on the Inner
Planes to his Master, and, even if he is not able to bring the
memory of the reply through to brain consciousness, it will have
entered the subconscious mind, and speedily work its way to the
surface in the shape of an intuition. But even so, the pupil
should not allow his reason to be thrust aside ; for it is quite
within the power of a trained occultist to plant a Suggestion in
the mind of his pupil which shall have all the appearance of an
intuition. In order to guard against this, it is a good plan to per-
form the meditation in which the Master is invoked in a church
where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved.

The pupil, seeking eamestly after truth as best he may,
should remember that the demand for obedience is a very sinister
sign, and if that demand be backed by an oath in any shape or
form, especially an oath that has no term to it, such as a proviso
for release from obedience if the pupil withdraws from the train-
ing-school, a wise man will no more take that oath than he will
give a blank cheque ; and if, in addition, any attempt is made,
by threats or otherwise, to make withdrawal from the school
difficult, he will be wise to smash his way out of the trap without
further ado, and appeal to his Master for protection. The
workings of mental domination are so insidious and deadly that
no action is too drastic to escape from them; but let it be re-
membered that in the Name of the Master Jesus, and in the Sign
of the Cross, is sure protection, and that great power can be
drawn from the reception of the Holy Eucharist. It is not likely
that a really black occultist will maintain himself for long in
English-speaking countries, at any rate (conceming others |
cannot speak), for there are definite organisations for dealing
with such conditions, and these, meeting him with his own
weapons on the Inner Plane, and an exposd and Press campaign
on the outer plane, speedily run him out of the country into another
jurisdiction. Once across the Channel or Atlantic he is out of

hartm s way, for the lower kinds of magnetism will not carry across
water.

Pitch-black occultism, however, is really easier to deal with
than the half-and-half variety in which both teacher and
taught are struggling in the darkness, and owing to lack of
prmciple and scruple have got themselves on to wrong lines.
Demands for money are, it goes without saying, enough to con-
demn any occultist off-hand and without further enquiry ; for
It is too well known to need reiterating that no price may be
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asked for occult teaching by anyone under the jurisdiction of the
Great White Lodge. There is, however, another and subtler
kind of claim that may be made upon the pupil—a claim for
support in furthering political aims. A recently published book
pilloried the occult fratemities for this offence, and in the case
of some organisations the attack was justified and salutary.

Here, again, a big question is opened up. It may be argued
that the occultist, with his deeper insight, is the natural leader
of reform, and should bear his part in social movements. |
reply : let him be active in humanitarian effort by all means, but
let him flee any interference in politics as he would the devil,
for the experience of centuries has shown that it leads to nothing
but trouble. A teacher, whether religious or occult, is concerned
with principles, and principles only, and should leave the applica-
tion of those principles in political affairs to others. He may
well preach universal brotherhood, but he should have a care how
he sets to work on the immigration laws. He may advocate a
reformed medical system, but he should not concern himself with
legislation intended to bring it about; and the reason for this
may be simply stated in the words of St. Paul, “ The weapons of
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty, to the pulling down of
strongholds.”

Political activities are a terrible temptation to the occultist.
Knowing what he does, it is very difficult for him to avoid the
use of his knowledge and power to remedy abuses ; and by so
doing he is very apt to run ahead of the times and do more harm
than good. It seems as if fanaticism is inseparable from the
application of the principles of the higher life to politics, and
spiritual zeal has shed quite as much blood as worldy ambition.

An occultist must make his choice between being a teacher
of spiritual things and a leader in the affairs of the world, for
he cannot be both. He cannot be within and without the
veil at the same time. Even should he attempt it, and, by means
of his knowledge, exercise great influence on the affairs of the
world, he will find that he has paid the price in the clouding of his
spiritual vision, and the loss of the power to discern between the
“ Still Small Voice” of the Spirit and the promptings of ambition.
A man cannot split himself into pieces, all arguments concerning
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde to the contrary. Indeed, if that parable
be rightly understood, the very essence of it lies in the fact that
Dr. Jekyll could not get away from Mr. Hyde, but was gradually
mastered by him. So with the occultist. The ruling passion
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will gradually absorb the whole man, and he will either weary
of his political efforts and realise their needlessness for one who
has the powers of the spirit, or, having had his love of power
whetted, he will drag his unhappy pupils at the chariot-wheels of
his ambition into whatever coils in which he may involve himself.
Those who are opening up the higher consciousness are in a very
sensitive state while this progress is going on, and simply collapse
with nervous breakdowns as the result of a fracas. Where active
political work is going on in any esoteric society, it is perfectly
certain that no active occult work is going on, for the two are
incompatible. | will therefore dare to give a word of plain advice
to the aspirant, even at the cost of giving offence in certain
quarters. Come out of the order that touches politics; steer
clear of the teacher who takes up politics; for you may be
quite sure that you will be used, and not trained.

Never lay aside your commonsense or your moral integrity.
Let no one persuade you to do evil, or even associate with evil,
in order that good may come of it, and you may obtain know-
ledge. Never believe that any initiator of the Right Hand Path
will require it of you. In that quaint old book, Brother of the
Third Degree, which, in spite of its stilted phraseology, contains
much knowledge, the candidate is pictured as being required to
commit a murder as part of his initiation ceremony, and on his
indignant refusal to do so is received with acclamation. The
test of the Dark Initiator is one that the Student is sometimes
called upon to face, but if he constantly reminds himself that
“ men do not gather grapes from thoms or figs from thistles,” if
he constantly looks upon the Master Jesus as the ideal Initiator,
and judges all demands made upon him by the Standard of the
Life that was lived among the men of Judea, he will not go far

wrong, and will find his way safely through all the turns of the
labyrinth of the temple.

It is obedience to divine principle that should be emphasised,
not obedience to personalities, or even Systems. When all is
said and done, it is the Higher Seif that really initiates us ; and
a though teacher and Master combine to bring that Higher Seif
mto function the process begins and ends with Realisation.

ersona oyalty has no place on the Path, and any true teacher
will reahse this, bemg selfless. He wil say to his students, “ It
does not matter who feeds the sheep so long as they are fed,” and
will remember that the Master set a little child in the midst of the
disciples when they disputed who should be greatest.
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It may be that the younger souls among the followers of a
teacher may not be equally wise, but the seeker who has hold
upon spiritual ideals knows that they may safely be ignored, and
that the forces they have set in motion will return upon the circle
in due course and teach them those things which it is necessary
they should know.

It has been argued that the professor who undertook to teach
a pupil chemistry would require obedience lest the pupil should
blow himself up ; but my experience of Chemical studies has been
otherwise. The professor may warn his pupil that if he makes
an injudicious mixture of the Chemicals that surround him, he
may have a bill for test tubes, window-panes, and even hospital
expenses ; but | have yet to meet the school of chemistry which
bound its students by oath not to experiment. The only in-
stitution which, so far as my reading goes, even made the attempt,
was the Holy Inquisition, and the day for that sort of thing is
over, if it ever had its day, which | beg leave to doubt.

The Eastern Schools are just as rigorous regarding the freedom
of the chela as are the Western Schools. The point crops up
again and again in the “ Mahatma Letters,” and a Master ex-
pressly stated to Mme. Blavatsky: “ We do not make slaves.”
Personal authority in occultism is neither necessary nor justifi-
able. The Masters can very well take care of themselves, and
the cosmic laws will discipline the recalcitrant pupil whether
they be administered by human judgment or not.

After all, it is the pupil himself who will suffer if he makes
a mistake, and it has been truly said that the man who never
makes a mistake will never make anything. Let the teacher
look upon himself as a guide and an adviser, not a master; let
him learn the distinction between a warden and a warder, and
have a very tender reverence for the souls that have entrusted
themselves to his guidance, and remember that in the Mysteries
there is a special curse laid upon the man who “ breaks a super-
ficies,” meaning thereby one who, by power of will, profanes the
sanctuary of another’s consciousness. The integrity of the soul
must be maintained at all costs, and none should yield himself to
the domination of another, even if that other claim to be his
initiator. Let the seeker, whatever be his ignorance and weak-
ness, dare to stand up before any tribunal in earth or heaven, and
declare that with God'’s help he will judge for himself.  Freedom
of thought and speech have been too hardly won for us to
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abrogate any jot or tittle of that priceless boon. The remedy
of an arbitrary authority is worse than the disease of ignorance.

Let the seeker tum to the Master in all things, and he can
be independent of teachers and schools of occult training. The
teacher is only a means to an end, and the true teacher knows it.
He knows that the sooner his pupil passes out of his hands into
those of the Master, the better he has done his work.

Let the seeker, when required to take an oath of obedience,
reply that he will swear to obey his own conscience ; that he will
meditate upon the life and actions of the Master Jesus, and judge
all things by that Standard, for it is the Standard of the West;
that he will pray to God for guidance, and fearlessly follow the
Light so far as he receives it, and that if such an oath be not good
enough for that esoteric school, then that esoteric school is not
good enough for him.



FOR EVER AND EVER: Some Reflec-
tions on Sir Oliver Lodge’s “ Creation and

Evolution ”
By EDITH K. HARPER, Author of “ Stead the Man,” etc.

*Only That which made us, meant us to be mightier by and by,
Set the sphere of all the boundless Heavens within the human eye,
Sent the shadow of Himself, the boundless, thro’ the human soul ;
Boundless inward, in the atom, boundless outward, in the \Vhole."
Tennyson : " Locksley Hall Sixty Years After.”

PROBABLY the most unimaginative mind has at one time or
another found itself wondering how this great Universe came into
being. | think | must have been eleven or twelve when | tried
to think backward in some such phrases as “ If God was thebegin-
ning of everything, how did God Himself begin ?” | was not
much helped by the reply of the dear old North-country rector
who later was preparing me for confirmation :

“ We must not presume,” he said solemnly, “ to pry into those
things which are manifestly hidden from us !”

I was silenced, but unconvinced. And farther, as Macaulay
once said of Mr. Robert Montgomery, | “ persisted in prying.”
For we are Children of Wonder. One foothold after another
was, or seemed to be, pushed aside by the findings of Scientific
Materialism. Then Death entered my world ; the Beyond was
no longer peopled with strangers. My hands stretched out toward
the Future and | looked less into “ The Twilight of the Forgotten
Long Ago.” For there came at last the ineffable consciousness
of green pastures and still waters and the abiding presence of
the Good Shepherd. . . .

With apologies for this fragment of personal retrospect, |
believe there is many a one who—still perhaps in the gloom and
mist of confused and contradictory speculations—should find
anchor on studying the deeply-pondered conclusions of a life-
time of research, arrived at by Sir Oliver Lodge and expressed
in his latest book* with clarity and convincing simplicity. It is
based on the thesis that “ there is no Opposition between Creation
and Evolution. One is the method of the other. They are not
two processes, they are one—a gradual one which can be partially
and reverently followed by the human mind. . . And, in
his own words, “ so far from excluding God and the Spiritual

* Creation and Evolution. By Sir Oliver Lodge, F.R.S. London : Hodder
& Stoughton, Ltd. 107
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World, our present Outlook—in moments of insight—leaves room
for little eise.”

The author addresses himself neither to so-called Free
Thinkers, “ who imagine that they have emancipated themselves
from any vestige of Superstition, and who are willing to throw
over the inspiration of the past as mere imagination "—nor to
the ultra-orthodox religious —" thosewho think they have inthe
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments an infallible guide
given to humanity by the Deity, without flaw or error, every
word of which must be taken as exact truth, and against which
there is no appeal.” “ | am probably,” he continues, “ speak-
ing mainly to those who have reverence for these writings, and
are willing to learn from them, who have a respect for scientific
enquiry, and are willing to learn from that.” And he leads such
willing learners from the starting-point of an assumption of the
general truth of the facts and laws of the Universe as we now know
them. It is amazing to realise how much has been learnt during
the last twenty years—still more amazing to look back to the
first third of the nineteenth Century.

I came upon an interesting sidelight a few days ago in the
Journals of Caroline Fox (that charming Quakeress whose Diary
is not that of " A Young Lady of Fashion ! ”) In an entry dated
August 3ist, 1836, she notes, a propos the Meeting of the British
Association at Bristol in that year, and a visit paid to her family
by Dr. Buckland : “ He (Dr. Buckland) gave very clear details
of the gradual formation of our earth which he is thoroughly
convinced took its rise ages before the Mosaic Record.”

I have often heard my old friend, Mrs. E. O. Gordon, a daughter
of Dean Buckland * teil of the frenzy in orthodox circles created
by her father s iconoclastic views, as they were then considered.

Science teils us that everything comes from two units, “ the

Buckland, the naturalist;
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become the Cosmos as we know it. How they originated who is
to say ? Science does not deal with origins : even Poetry has
to close its eyes when confronted with ultimate origins. It can
only murmur the words, ‘ In the beginning, Goa.” »

After this fine preamble we dive into some “ General Reason-
ings about Existence,” andthrough a Sea of " Cosmical Specula-
tion,” to the tangible theory of Evolution. Evolution, Sir Oliver
teils us, is the Divine Method. View this through the eye of
Faith, and all will be well.

“ Undoubtedly,” he says, “ the human body is inherited from
the rest of the animal kingdom. Do not be alarmed or dis-
quieted about this ; it is a discovery of hope, and accounts for
many of our difficulties. We have to overcome the relics of
animal ancestry, and work out the ape and the tiger. That some
fail is natural—the wonder perhaps is that so many succeed.
We must never shy at truth, and as far as history goes the record
is clear ; though the method by which different' species origin-
ated, the reason for all the vast variety of living things, is a
Problem not yet solved.”

I have italicised the last six words, thinking of John Ruskin’s
petulant but pardonable outburst concerning the supposed descent
of peacocks from pheasants. *

One is becoming accustomed to think in millions, even billions,
though our brain cannot follow. Imagination reels at the mere
thought of the age of our earth—that one speck among myriads—
and its pre-historic and pre-human denizens. The human race
is but of yesterday, and is moving forward not by leaps and bounds
but by slow and painful degrees.

“ For ages,” says Sir Oliver, * it must have seemed an
apparent waste. No response to the Creator ; no understanding
or conscious help. . . . Yet the world was regarded by Higher
Powers with hope and affection, and the sacrifices which had
been called for on the part of man were destined to be supple-
mented by the entry into it ofa Divine Spirit. The aim was so
high, the prospect so splendid, that pain and suffering could no
longer be limited to man ; they must be shared by God. And
ultimately God so loved the world that He gave the Being we are
taught to call His Only Son to live on the planet, and to undergo
the rejection, the torture, and the death which was in store for a
Being higher than the sons of men could understand. .

* " The Eagle'sNest."



HO FOR EVER AND EVER

“ In the beginning, we are told, God created the heavens and
the earth. In the end—with the assistance of the free beings
whom by gradual evolution He has slowly brought into existence—
shall He not create, yea, He is already in process of creating, a
new Heaven and a new Earth, a Brotherhood of man, wherein
dwelleth Righteousness.”

So Sir Oliver concludes his book—his message, perhaps, one
must truly call it. It rings on notes of hope and joy, whose
echoes should vibrate through every anxious heart, disturbed
perchance by *“ tocsins ” of woe, and prophecies of inevitable
ills to come. For, having uttered the last word on Physical
Science, he rises, as is his wont, to the Transcendental, the
Sublime, and reminds us that we are immortal beings with a
great destiny before each individual one of us ; surrounded, too,
by a * host of helpers ” with whom, not always, but at times and
seasons, it is possible to have communion.



THE TOOTH OF TIME

By rose noble

IF one sits and thinks of the texture of life, one finds that—no
matter how various seem the patterns, each one seeming quite
different from the next—all of the threads in the intricate web
can be sorted into three bundles. And just because life is only
a period out of etemity, one can just as correctly deal with a
minute as with an age. A minute is a potential age. Sothereare
—in a minute as in an age—three folds in one thread, all twisted
together and handled at once.

Fold number one is of material that keeps shape and sub-
stance only whilst under thehand. The hand withdrawn, Time
instantly demolishes this fold with his ruthless tooth :

“ Ever eating, never cloying,
All devouring, all destroying,
Never finding full repast
Till | eat the world at last.”

Fold number two is not toothsome to Time, though at last
he conquers it and annihilates it. It belongs to the realm of
thought and might be called the memory of the world, and no
doubt it will hold long after * fire has purged all things new,”
as Milton visioned. Still, at long last, it will also fade.

But fold number three must last past Time’s time ; it knows
not of Time or his ways, the sheen of newness will be always
upon it just as now. Every religion has tried to give some idea
of the nature of this third Strand, and in the attempt has always
to take the listener far away above the echoes of the world. For
example, this is the instant of time in which Satan showed Jesus
all the kingdoms of the world. Also, you may read the legend
of the monk who listened to a brief song of a celestial bird, and
going home at the end of it, found himself in the dilemma
of Rip Van Winkle. He had been listening for a hundred years.

In the Koran there is a story of the angel Gabriel taking Maho-
met out of his bed one morning to give him a sight of things in
the seven heavens—a sight of paradise and of hell. The prophet
views this vast panorama of Creation, holds “ ninety thousand
Conferences with God,” and is then brought back to bed He
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found his bed still warm and was in time to pick up a jug of water
that the angel had accidentally knocked over. He was back in
time, you notice, to save the water from Spilling.

And of course this story puts one in mind of dreams wherein
we have appeared to have undergone a lifetime of experience,
although we may have only been asleep an hour.

It is not easy, but it is thus possible, to get the idea of dissociat-
ing ourselves from time—of concentrating our whole attention
upon that third fold of the thread of daily life. What is it ?

It seems best described as our hope of immortality, “ the
substance of things hoped for.” W.ith it, life can be a thing of
beauty, a song, a poem. Without it, where will be those two
remaining threads, the flowers, the youth, the pleasures of fold
one ; fame, glory, honour, gratitude, and nobility—all that
makes fold two and life at its best ?

And yet it is intangible, this third fold. It is so vague and
elusive that one is perhaps temptedto doubt its existence,though
it is here, tliere, and to come. It is the eternal coherence of the
big strand wherein we are all united under one sun and under
one Law. When things “ go wrong ”—that is to say, when they
shape to a pattern we never anticipated—it is hard to realise
that we live under Law. It is harder still to understand when one
sees unscrupulous people “ having things all their own way.
And Satan, they say, is both powerful and immortal.

The Bible itself attributes to him a power far beyond rnortal.
Poets and seers always dream of Satan as one outliving mortal
life. He certainly does seem at times to  a real master looking
well to his servants. But this, looked at rightly, should hearten,
instead of disheartening us, about the difhculties and troubles
of daily life. Catching hold of the third thread, see how the tooth
of Time has ruthlessly destroyed those very well-laid plans which
seemed in their time so very successful. Where now is the
ambition of a Caesar or the conquests of a Napoleon ? These
enemies of “ good ” were but tools in the hand of eternal Fate.

All very well, but the present trouble—paltry perhaps when
one goeb to describe it is a great deal more real to us, we say,
than is the downfall of the Roman Empire. This is so ; it is meant
to be so. There is nothing real to you or me, except the present
moment, the individuals’ individual moment. It is real to us
because it is put close to our mole-like senses. We are bidden
to deal with minute after minute, one at a time. If we sit down
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and plan the coming years, we only dream, while Time, the ruth-
less, puts his tooth into strand one and two of those passing
minutes, and then alas ! the third escapes us. Imagine a lot
of these poor little immortal strands which ought to have been
clothed comfortably with the two earthly strands, the second
like a white under-robe and the first like a rough everyday coat
of frieze, and now they shiver somewhere in Eternity because their
ordained owner gave them no chance ! The real took wing and
left the outer seeming in some mortal’s hand, like some moth-
eaten silk and tamished gold thread in the grasp of an old
spendthrift. Things are not what they seem in this bewilder-
ing world, and even Satan, so the story goes, mistakenly did the
angel a good turn by stealing the seeds the angel brought down
and burying them in the earth. Viewed in an eternal light one’s
enemy may be a friend; failure may be triumph ; a seeming
hindrance a real progression. Life—that part of it subject to the
tooth of Time—must pass, but though Time gnaws the two outer
threads from our minutes and our days, the carpet on the steps
to Heaven is woven and is being woven of the third, inner,
imperishable threads.



THE PROPHETIC YEAR

By CAPT. R. A. NEAUM Author of “The Great Pyramid,”
“The Prince of Ur,” etc.

ALL students of Biblical prophecy are of course well aware of
the fact that these prophecies are based upon the year of 360
days. Has it ever occurred to such persons to enquire why and
how this year came to be employed ?

The use of a 360-day year would appear to be of very ancient
origin, far older indeed than the date upon which the Bible
prophecies were written.

If we go back to ancient Egyptian times we find that even
during the period of the first Dynasty the 360-day year was
observed, and during the whole period from Dynasties 1 to 1 ,
the 360-day year was used, coincident with the 365-day year>
and the two Systems of reckoning were intercalated every five or
six years to obtain uniformity, and these intercalations fall mto
a cycle of 103 years, thus accounting for the fraction of a day
the year exceeds 365 days.

It is not necessary from the point of view of this article to
enter into any details of this intercalation, and the fact is only
remarked upon in order to show that even in those far remote
times the degree of astronomical learning was of a very high order.

This fact brings us to our next point, namely, why with all
their accurate knowledge of the exact duration of the solar year,
should a year of a different duration be so persistently retained
and observed, even to the point of sacred ordinance ?

Now, there seems to be an opinion held by many writers
and students of ancient Egypt, that all the lore and learning
of that period was not indigenous to the period itself, but was a
relic of a former civilisation, all trace of which has been lost.

Uns seems to the present writer to be the only reasonable
explanation to offer, inasmuch as the lore seems to come into
immediate evidence in the early Dynasty, and not to be of slow

rowth as would be the case where a race obtained new knowledge
or the first time.

it nas Deen suggested in some quarters that the source from
which this lore was derived was that of the Adamic Race through
contact with renegade membelrfJ of the same in antediluvian
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times. With this view the writer is disposed to agree, and the
purpose in writing this article is to propound the theory that
actually and as a matter of fact the length of the solar year in,
say, pre-Atlantean times was 360 days.

Whether this shorter year was due to a more speedy orbital
motion, or to a slower axial revolution, or to a combination of
both factors, it is not proposed to dogmatise ; but for reasons
which will appear later, the writer is inclined to the opinion of
more rapid orbital motion.

It may be remarked, in parenthesis, that it is a strange
coincidence that the circle has from very ancient times been
divided into 360 degrees, and geometry is based upon the Science
of the heavens.

As a basis for the hypothesis now put forward, the following
Suggestion is given :

“ In the beginning,” as the result of a perfect creation by a
perfect Creator, the whole cosmic scheme of progressive evolu-
tion was being carried out on earth on a higher plane than that
upon which humanity moves to-day. When, as allegorically
expressed in the sixth chapter of Genesis, “ . . . the sons of
God saw the daughters of men . . . and they took them wives
of all which they chose ” ; —these Sons of God, Man, and all
physical creation “ feil ” into matter, or to be precise, into a
more gross form of Spirit. The effect of this “ fall ” was feit
right through the solar System, and perhaps beyond, as frequent
hints of this have been given by many communicators of spirit-
messages which have been received from time to time.

Possibly the effect upon other members of the solar System
was largely due to the suggested alteration in orbital motion
before referred to, which would probably project a discordant
influence where formerly there had been perfect geometrical
harmony.

A further indication bearing upon this displacement of
humanity is found in the symbolism of the Great Pyramid, where
the ascending passage System is displaced to the Eastward of the
vertical North to South central plane of the building.

As this passage System is believed by students of the esoteric
meaning of the Pyramid to symbolise the rising again of humanity
from the downward descent into chaos ending in the pit, some
colour is lent to this Suggestion.

Further, the Fing s Chamber, at the end of the passage System
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in the Pyramid, is known as the Chamber of ihe Open Tomb, and
The Hall of the Grand Orient; and it is a remarkable fact that
not until one enters this chamber can one stand actually in the
North-South vertical plane of the building.

The neophyte, in his wanderings, after having passed the
Chamber of the New Birth, enters the Chamber of the Open
Tomb, and is at length able to stand in the newly found vertical
plane, and by the power of his risen Lord re-attains his state of
equilibrium.

As the Christ is thus connected with the restoration to equili-
brium, the Suggestion is offered that, after the return of the Christ,
which event Creation is now awaiting, humanity will again
become spiritualised and attain its original state of material
perfection, and resume its harmonious course of progression,
from which, for a season, it has been displaced. In this bene-
ficial condition the physical planet will share, and the solar year
will revert to its former and true length of 360 days.

The amount which the ascending passage of the Pyramid
is displaced from the centre, according to Davidson in The
Great Pyramid: Its Divine Message, is 286.1 inches, and it
would be very interesting to know whether, mathematically,
this figure could be associated in any way with the lengthening
of the solar year by 5.2424 days.



THE BRAIN AT THE FEET

By J. CALDWELL-JOHNSTON Author of “ The Book of the
Beloved ”

WESTERN civilisation is hurrying down to ruin, primarily
through its neglect of the Brain at the Feet, if one may so term
the Southern, or lower, pole of the human auric egg.

SO utterly has become ignored this great etheric organ of
normal consciousness that perhaps not one in ten, perhaps not
one in a hundred, even of the readers of the Occult Review,
is aware that for true thought, balanced thought, the thinking
of the Adept, both feet and head are equally, because comple-
mentarily, essential ! Nor is this a mere figure of Speech.

Man is a magnet, just as the planet is a magnet, and every
heavenly body, and every creature inhabiting them ; a magnet
with two poles. Civilised man is a magnet, but a magnet
who tries to live by one only of his poles of consciousness,
using his intellect to the almost complete submersion of his
native intuitions and instincts. Nevertheless, Nature demands
an equilibrium, and she will restore it in one of two manners.
Either will she destroy these lopsided, so-called civilised con-
sciousnesses, or we shall learn, in this way or in that way, to
use and prize above rubies the inestimable Brain at the Feet !

Western civilisation is breaking down, because its Brain at
the Head is breaking down. It is a failure of the etheric mechan-
ism. The reason why the Brain at the Head is breaking down is
that it is overworked ; and the reason why it is overworked is
that it is being wrongly worked, through neglect of the Brain at
the Feet.

The Brain at the Head is not the mere physical brain, the
cortex with its pyramidal cells, its neura, dendra, ganglia,
and other complicated apparatus. This physical brain is as
useless for thinking—in the sense of generating thought—as is
the electric lamp-bulb for generating light. It is but the means
for making visible certain impulses Corning to it from beyond the
material plane, from the Brain at the Head ; just as the electric

bulb makes visible the immaterial impulses coming to it from the
high-tension current.

If one watches with the inner sight some animal in normal
and peaceful surroundings, say, a young heifer grazing in the
lush June pastures, or a deer standing with its fellows in the
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shelter of great trees, one will observe that the processes of con
scious thought are well-nigh stayed, but about the feet is spread
a carpet of golden light. This is what, for want of a better term,
one calls the Brain at the Feet. It is an etheric phenomenon,
an etheric thought-organ, the organ of the Unconscious.

Now comes a sudden noise to startle the creature. It Stands
upon the alert. Instantly there awakens about the region of the
head a crown of vivid light ; this crown revolves and sparkles
prismatically with rays of the ultra-violet. *“ Shall | stay or
shall | flee ?” debates the Brain at the Head, speaking through
the physical brain-cells of the creature. There is, however, no
repetition of the noise, the other senses intrude no tocsin of
alarm ; and so the crisis passes. After a few moments the vivid
light-crown dies, the starry sparkles cease, and the animal bends
down to feed, Standing once more in the golden pool of its own
Unconscious meditation.

Animais, using the Brain at the Head solely for those purposes
for which it should be employed, suffer neither from brain-fag
nor from nervous prostration, nor do they need the skilled Service
of the psycho-analyst. Living normally in and through the
Brain at the Feet, they call into action their Brain at the Head
only when conscious thinking is required, when dangers are to

be avoided, or problems, novel to the inherited wisdom of the
Unconscious, solved.

Adepts also use the Brain at the Feet, as the animals. Nine-
tenths of daily life, even for the man of multifarious activities,
can be and should be spent in this condition. Man Stands with
his feet upon the earth. It is from the unlimited magnetism of
his Mother, the Great Goddess, that he should draw his strength ;
but he has spurned his mother, and he languishes. All wisdom
lies in the balance. Let not man despise the waking intelligence,
the discursive reason, as it is termed ; but let him also not
scorn the instinctive. He Stands, or he should stand, in a pool of
life-giving ether. It is his own ether, the ether of his own creation.

And a great sign appeared in heaven : a woman clothed
with the sun, and the moon under her Feet, and on her Head a
crown of twelve stars.  This consciousness can be ours, in part
at least, even to-day ; but in its fullness it is the consciousness
of the Adept, of him who has attained, of him who in his myriads
through the ages, and to-day also, has ever come into our midst,

to give hght to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow
of death, and to guide our Feet into the way of peace.”



“ BEAUTIFUL DEATH?”
By A HOSPITAL NURSE

THE facts chronicled here happened years ago when | was on
duty in a cottage hospital.

For over a week we had been fighting for the life of a little
mite about eighteen months of age. But finally Death triumphed,
and on a chilly June morning the spirit freed itself from the
body.

Just as dawn was breaking | received Orders to carry it out
to the mortuary— an ugly corrugated-iron building, relieved
only by some kindly trees which overshadowed it.

When all was in readiness the charge-nurse, key in hand,
led the way. Carefully 1 carried my little burden down the
fiight of steps, when suddenly | was arrested by a chill feeling
seeming suddenly to envelop me. Instinctively my eyes sought
the mortuary.

There in the dim light was clearly and sharply defined the
face and form of a man against the door of the building.

I was rooted to the spot.

" Come along,” urged my companion, “ we must hurry.”

“ There is a man at the door,” 1 replied.

“ There is not; you are nervy, give me the baby.”

I handed over my burden, and as | did so | experienced a
sense of relief: | looked towards the door, no face or form was
visible.

As | started forward a cry escaped my companion, and she
suddenly turned and retraced her steps; before following |
screwed up sufficient courage to look at the door, but the man
was not visible.

We hurried to the Board Room, she placed the little form
and on the table, I removed the covering.

It was a relief to look upon those fair baby features. | was
caressing the silken curls when my companion said:

“ Now what can we do?”

I wondered at the time, and | have wondered many times
since, although to-day | know why | replied quite simply, as
I curled a silky lock round my finger:

“ | shall take her to my room and put her on my bed.” In

spite of remonstrance | got my own way. Or perhaps baby
did—which was it ? 19
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The undertakers were coming at 6 am. to put a patient in
his coffin ; it was arranged that | should carry baby down then.
The men arrived alittle early, so | took them to the mortuary
first.

It was my duty to remove the coverings from the body. |
advanced to the table, but | feit that awful chill; | faltered,
knowing in a flash what wai under the covering.

The foreman noticed my apprehension.

“You are new to this job; never mind, we’ll do it all, and
fold the sheet in its right folds; you get outside.”

But | watched fascinated until the features of the man at
the door were revealed to me. Upon which | lost no time in
“ getting outside.”

As we were locking up the man said to me:

“ Staff Nurse said there was a baby to come out.”

So there was, but there isn't now.”
Better obey Orders,” he vouchsafed.
When do you come for the coffin ?” | asked.

" About midday.”

The Staff Nurse and | arranged to keep our own council,
so | received the full amount of chaff from the rest of the staff,
and a kindly lecture from the matron who, being a very High
Churchwoman, was not sorry that our babe had escaped con-
tamination, even in death.

She told me that the man was a cruel husband and father,
and had died in delirium tremens.

Quite happily | carried the babe down in the aftemoon.
Summer sunshine was flooding the mortuary, the trees waved
their kindly branches round the building, now scented with

perfumes from blossoms so recently gathered from the Hospital
Grounds.

Beautiful babe. Beautiful death.

_There are two outstanding features, to my mind, about this
episode.

Only when we had the babe in our arms was the face and
form visible against the door of the mortuary.
As | fondled the Silken curls, the spirit of the babe came to

me and suggested my room as a substitute; the idea was not
my own, as for years | had supposed.



CORRESPONDENCE

[The nameand address of the writer, not necessarilyfor publication,
is required as evidence of bonafides, and must in every case
accompany correspondence sent for insertion in the pages of
the Occurt Review.— Ed.]

MADAME BLAVATSKY

To the EdItOI’ Of tm Occult Review.

sir,— May | ask for a little space, in which to express my satisfaction
at the letter signed “ C. H. Collings,” dealing with Mr. Hare’s article
on Madame Blavatsky ? The inclination to deal with that article
must have been strong in many minds. The custom of the present
timeof dissecting the character and personality of persons no longer here
to speak in their own defence seems to show no bounds of decency,
or justice, or chivalry. As that Great Soul was vivisected in her life
on this plane, so, now, she is vivisected as regards her personality and
character. Death gives no protection. | am not a member of the
T.S. and never met Madame Blavatsky in her last incarnation ;
but some of us have sufficient experience of the methods of these
critics to realise how little reliance can be placed upon their capacity
to judge correctly of things beyond their scope. If I may venture to
quote in this regard from the article by E. A. Chaylor, Substance and
Shadow, “ though well-weaponed for his favourite pursuit, he is woe-
fully deficient in the finer susceptibilities.” Therefore his laboured
arguments and innuendoes do not savour of any real apprehension of
the truth of any matter which lies beyond the brain mind. Granted
limitations in the outer expression, the words of one who knew her
best might give her critics pause before they pick out such pitiful
sarcasms as these : “ She ate too much and took too little exercise ! ”
What banality beside this : ‘' She who accepts the pains of the rack
in the torments of a body sapped of its life-force by superb torrents
of energy lavished on her high cause ; she who braved the laughter and
anger of two continents, and all the hosts of darkness seen and unseen ;
she who now lives on only that she may take to herseif the Karma
of the Society—has no need of any man’s praise : But even she has
need of justice ! ” This short extract from one who knew her well,
in the true sense of knowing, may stand for the witness of her great-
ness—when she took up and continued the task laid upon her. When
we aregreat enough to understand all it meant to a woman so highly sus-
ceptible to the stings and wounds a blind ignorant world inflicts on
those who will not worship at the altars of its false gods, those who
“ turn againstthe Whirlpool of existence ” and “ try to find their way
back into the true currents of Life "—whenwe are able to be* Leaders”

in that difficult path, then we may be able, though not perhaps eager,
to criticize Madame Blavatsky.
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A writer once wrote of Jesus : ““ He has had the misforture to e
judged and appraised by younger Egos.” This is an error intowhich
thase of us who think we can nmeasure a soul greater than our oanby
aur feeble measuring-rod of nmere intellectuality are very prareto fall.
Further, is it not well known that ** Of all the long lire of nmartyrs,
never onehas beenexonerated to his era, justified to his age” ? This
alone should make thinking men paLse.

Yours faithfully,
A

To the Editor of the Occult Review.

Mr. C. H Coallings’ letter in your Decerrber isste | am
ff e aspecific question : whether | am to be regarded as an osterta-
ious JpOSEUN IN a state of philosophic doubt or a detractor and veiled
enemy of H P. B. | can amswer enphatically that 1 amreither.

It must be remenbered that 1 wes revienring a book and hed to
give a judgment on its contents. 1 wes not “‘ reviening” H P. B
e . Yet this is what Mr. Collings now demands of ne.  There-
ore say that | amnot her detractor—which inplies injustice, norher
vel e eneny  which inplies deceit, but her unveiled disbeliever.
All doubts were laid aside by mewhen | read the Mahatma Letten
an reviewed themlightly foryour jourmal.  Since then | have studied
em egpy and am corvinced that they are not written by tre
as ers »that there are no such authors inexistence, and that thewde
+1 O dheosophy by the publication of these faked letters cane
°i n RO W™ a crash, while Neo-Theosophy follons it with a
ip.ff’ seen the original docunents and detect the various
ri cesw ich have been enployed to deceive the earlier gereration
*hat the Letters_cane from the conscious mind ad
mr‘dofl\fadarmBIavatskyhem

ﬂelmrtnsstnckfortl‘etrumtobetoldﬂlsmeﬂy, and before

fml hnnp if «nll

Yours faithfully,
William Loftus Hare.

THE SHADOW
To the Editor of the Occult Review.
Sir—I| have been uxerd4 L
publish a conmunication na<
the coming tribulation. It
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year that | canre to knowthat similar experiences had befallen others,
and that individuals with leanings tonards that sickly cult which views
with equanimitythe unrestrainedselfishnessof mankind, but denounces
suffering as the oe undeniable and unmitigated evil, and death as
the great calamity, had taken dbjection to their disclosure. These
arcunrstances, and the fact that it seemed intended that 1 should not
keep the waming to nyself, inpel ne to write. 1 confine myself to
the message, and to a brief acocount of the circunstances in which it
W\ES given.

I wes attacked with pleurisy on the 3ist May, 1925. This led
to a painless foorm of preuronia. Trance conditions developed
simultaneously.  Myillness wes attributed to achill, which explanation
would naturally be accepted to the exclusion of all others ; but | wes
distinctly told that 1 had been purposely stricken in order that this
message and others persoral to myself might be given.  The fever
lasted six days, and during that time 1 wes fully conscious of my
surroundings when in the ordinary weking condition.  \WWhenever a
nurse woke e 1 conplied rationally with her requests, and wes able
to resune my trance experience inmediately sheleft my bedside.  This
change wes made possible by a kind of broadcasted spiritual music
which lasted for the whole six days and nights.  Whenewver | listened
to that music, my trance condition wes resured at the point at which
it had been braken.  During the whole period | had nosleep. | wes
always conscious in are state or the other, andwhen, at last, | tried to
shut out the music from my ears and sleep, the nusic ceased, and |
have not since heard it.

The nessage of general interest conveyed to e can'e as a SUrprise,
as the therme wes not one often in my thoughts. 1 had never heard of
similar wamings having been given to others, and | could not fathom
why | wes chosen to receive it It wes not merely that | sensed it :
I heard it insomany words : “ It has been decided, if war shall again
break out between the nations of Burope, that it shall not be permitted. ™’
I was then shown, as on a screen, a sexies of five or six pictures. |
cannot disclose what they were.  They were not a direct intimation of
the means to be used to stop the war, but suggested the inference that
comrercial relations between England and Indiawould be interrupted.

| see that references have been mede to the second advent and to
the Apocalypse. Relevant to that issue seenrs to be another part
of my experience, inwhich future rebirths were discussed. The routine
of reincarmeation is therefore apparently not to be interfered with.

I also sawvisions portraying a Christian revival in which the Holy
Family legend played an important part. This appeared to ne to
take place at Christires tine, and seerred to be attended by spiritual
nmusic of the kind I had been privileged to listen to.

Many reasors induce e to write under the nom de plume

Sagittarius.
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THE MANTRA SHASTRA
To the Editor of the Occult Review.

Sir—Not |Q’U ago the occult Review plbllshed avery interest-
ing article on Mantras, and nore particularly the Gayatri Mantra
It may perhaps interest your readers to hear of sone parsoH
experiences in the study of some of these mysterious rythirs.

A friend who used frequently to repeat the mystic syllable Om
thinking to bring about spiritual results, found the nost direful effedts
follow the practice. Reduced to a state of abject misery through the
unfriendly attitude of all his relatives, he visited a well-knoan
Theosophical leader and told her of his troubles. She listened very
quietly and then asked, ‘‘ Have you been saying the Gayatri Mantra
lately ?”  Surprised at this question he said “ Yes—but whatever
has that got to do with the estrangenment of my whole family ?”
The replywas : It has everything to do with it.” This wes told ne
by way of waming since 1, too, had experienced similar results, not
through the use but misuse of the sacred syllable.

In India it is the experienced Guru alone who can teach the correct
recitation of the Gayatri Mantra, and it is well to understand that
certain conditions are necessary if it is to be of spiritual berefit, for
*“ thou shalt not take the nane of the Lord thy God invain  is &s
true now as it wes in the days of Moses.  Surely it is reasonsble to
expect discord instead of harmony if the incorrect chord is struck
in the dark instead of the correct ore.

Again, why need we imegine that this Mantra is not to be foud
in our onn Scriptures which so plainly say, “ | amThat | am” ad
“lamAlphaand OMega.” These are alnost literallythewords of the
Hindu Gitawhichsays *‘ | amThat, ** and also frequently mentiors the
sacred syllable Om  Everything in even the nmaterial plane brings
about discord instead of harmony if ignorantly used

A Brahmin once asked ne if he might teach e a Mantra. |
agreed, provided | could alsolearnitsmeaning. Hesaid, ** 1 will teach
you nothing that is contrary to the Christian religion, but at thesame
time 1 will let you discover the fruit of the Mantra for yourself.”
What he taught me wes simply an invocation to God to be spared ad
saved from all ills, and had | fully realised the spiritual poner of
such a prayer nmuch spiritual help might have been mine, but nothing
seerred to lift the load of sorrow which fell to my lot at that per-
ticular tine, sothat it wes not surprising that | reaped only the physical,
or perhaps | should say psychic, results of the Mantra.  Very soon
I began to hear haunting music, which sounded through the woodks,
within the house during the night, and folloned e everywhere. It
wes, the Brahmin told e, * the fruit,” or result, of the Mantra, but

it did nme no good because | grasped at its nmaterial rather than its
spiritual meaning.
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On the borders of Thibet in the small Hill State of Sekkim where
| Ilvedforsevenyears, the wse of the Mantra om mani padmi om IS
of everyday oocurrernce, yet one could hardly describe either the
people or the lanmes as truly spiritual, happy, or prosperous.  And
why ? Is it not for the reason that the sare lanes who recite this
sacred Mantra can, and framwhat 1 could leamn do, often recite death-
dealing Mantras also.  “* Ye cannot senve God and manmmon,” and
until, or unless, it is realised that a man cannot senve two nresters,
surely the inner and spiritual meaning or berefit of Mantras (including
those of our onn scriptures in which, a Greek psychic once told e,
the Psalns of David abound) will never be understood.

Alice Elizabeth Dracott.

FLESH EATING
To the Editor of the Occult Review.

Sir—'lon’ in “ Purification : The Way of Escape,” details the
various steps for the purification, giving as the first: ‘* albstention
fromfiesh-eating in any form”

He continues : ** The chief reason must always be the * humare’
ae, which, when clearly understood and not merely a matter of senti-
mentality, nmeans the noral responsibility of man townards the lesser
forms of life, and the facing of the fact that Manwill one day have to
amswer to God for his treatrment of everything and everyore in aloner
condition of understanding than hinself.”

This preliminary rule is enphasized in all occult teaching and
never seens to have been questioned, yet if folloned to its logical
oconclusion, what is left ?

The occultist believes that an creation is alive; that there is no
such thing as what used to be called by scientists—before they cane
owver to the occultists’ way of thinking—* dead matter.’

The only difference between achair or atable and the various formrs
of animdl lifeis inrate of Vibration. (e may add free will in the case
of man if we like, but it is a presumptuous and overwhelming claim
to arrogate to ourselves alore.)

An egg isthe enbryo of the chicken, andwe arenot destroying life by
eatingit ? Where, inthe case of food, is the dividing line to be draan ?

The sincere occultist and mystic goes to Nature for knowledge and
light,~ and finds that Nature is lavish with knowledge and the light of
truth to those who seek ter.

Yet on this point what does he find? That the law of Nature
is predatory—and cruel. A cat with a nouse, a stoat hypnotising a
rabbit, ahawkkilling abird, are but sall instances of a universal law.

Wl sone occultist throw light on this apparent anonmraly ?

Yours faithfully,
R E BRUCE.
* Tre anly prayer dloned tothe Yoga siudert.
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IN days which are now long pest, Andrew Jackson Davis proidsd
American Spiritists with a big sheaf of answers to ““ ever-recurmirg
questions ” which they—and *“ the people ” generally—were afimed
to be asking. We do not remember the questions or whether tre
arswers mattered ; but it is entirely probable that querents still ane
forward with the sane or analogous problens and that Solutiars, rew
or od, are still proffered  The Theosophical Review glaes &
another old question : What is Theosophly ? 1t must have beenaded
and answered for something like fifty years, setting aside the Theosoahy
which preceded H. P. B. Sore at least of the variant duddatias
we have read assuredly, but again we forget their purport and\vaue,
if any. But on this occasion it is Mr. G L. Bensusan who raisss tre
point and tums it over inhis mind, so our expectation is raisedbecase
no arswer of his will be likely to lack significance or fail in pertinace
to the issue. It proves, honever, that he is concermed still with
presenting a sare attitude tonards vital matters of the nonent ad
clash of views thereon. For this reason the question is put, not far
the purpose of providing a dogmatic answer but to show that tre
crisis of the time has brought forward two nodes of regarding tre
subject, both belonging to the moment and not to essential d=finition
Theosophy is static for those who distrust change, but for those wo
can accept new beliefs and weigh new Clains it has an innard capecity
for development.  The case being thus established, thereis little need
to say that no choice is exercised between the altematives ; that is left
to the future and its unfolding cycle of event, which will shovwhetter
it was wiser to go forward or to remainbehind.  But because it is left
thus, and judgment cannot be forestalled with reason, the lessonis
that “* those who halt and those who hasten *” should bear with ae
another, remembering that it is an open question at present as to wo
is right andwong. . . . Mearmhile The Heeald of tue Star prins
its final report on activities at Omren in 1926, and presents alreadya
preliminary notice of a new Star Congress in August of next year. . .
It is a day of comrenoration and Converttion.  The fifty-first birthr
day of the Theosophical Society wes reached in Novenber last, ad
The Thesophist certified beforehand that it would be celebrated in
the ranks everywhere.  Moreowver, an All-India Theosophical Corvery
tion was held last nonth at Benares, the particulars of which will
reach us in due corse. We know only as yet, and much to the
surprise of nost, that neither Mrs. BesantnorMr. Krishnanurti would
be present.  The Theosophist mekes this announcerrent at the last
nmonent by means of a printed slip added to the latest issue, evidently
on the eve of publication, and after stating in the body of the
megazine that both were expected and would reach Bonmbay on a
certain date, proceeding thence to Benares. It is said now that they
will remain in Arerica, nmeaning Califomia, while there is a runour
abroad at its value that the young Indian isnot in good health and is
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seeking it inlife onaraxch. . . . We dbsene that Mrs. Besant pre-
sides over an Intermational Theosophical Order of Service, which hes
its headguarters in London and ramifications in various countries.
We have mentioned Service, its quarterly official jourmal, onat least
one accasion previously, and it is to be noted that the articles in each
isste gppear in French and German as well as in English. Amoing
those in the nunber before us we have read with satisfaction and
interest about the newlaw relating to illegitimate children in Norway,
which gives them the sare legal position in relation to father and
nother, a right to the father's family nane as well as the nother’s,
and to be reared, maeintained and educated by both parents. An
account of the Bakule Conmrunity of Cripple Children at Prague i3
moving and anezing reading. The Order itself dains to be “ an
Organisation of all who love for the Service of all who suffer,” and as
such we commrernd it to notice. . . . Theosophy of Los Angeles de-
scribes the field of the “ Theosophical Movement ” as one of battle,
which is regrettable and scarcely accurate on points of fact. It does
not seem to us that Messianic enthusiasis at Adyar have led to in-
termecine feuds : they have produced secessions, which have nothing
inconmonwithwarfare.  Moreowver, it seerrs just to dissuade our oan
reacers fromsupposing that the Society at its known headquarters has
any disposition to take up gloves cast doan by small independent
Theasophies which aimto be the only true legitinmecies in New York,
Washington and Califormia, but apparently exclude orne another.
The policy adopted is wisely are of silence, In spite of all the war
paint and sabre rattling which are to be seen and heard occasionally
in these lilliputian canps.

The Jourmal of the Amrerican Society for Psychical Research hes
two accounts of outstanding consequence in its latest issue, and it
may seemalnost superfluous to say that one of themis onthe Margery
Mediunship, recording an experiment in a new type of * fraud-proof
control,” for the purpose of neeting “ certain current allegations ™
against the fanous psychic.  As they cannot be enurerated here, it
must be held sufficient to say that garmrents were sealed to the skin
by surgeon’s adhesive tape ; that wwrists and ankles were fastened by
picture-wire ; that nouth, ears and bobbed hair were searched ; that
the neck wes so secured as to prevent forward and dowrwvard nove-
ment ; that the dhair onwhich Margery sat wes fastened to the floor of
the cabinet; that' the gereral outline of the psychic’s body, including
anrs, wists, ankles, knees and head, wes mecke visible to all sitters
atal times” ; axdsofoth These were the conditions under which
*“ there oocurred oognition of wooden letters, Cognition of persorel
objects, and a wide variety of levitations.” On one occasion an

exploring hand wes over the psychic’s nouth,” while the control
spokefreely.  Soalsoshewas examined by white flashlight at irnregular
intervals during the course of the seance.  The synoptic report is
foloned by full Stenographie notes. Finally, two nedical nen
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searched the other sitters beforehand, including the mediunrishigad,
and then searched one ancther. The report is conpiled by M. J
Melcolm Bird and signed by the rest of the witnesses, a hope beirg
expressed that it ‘* will close for all time the question of adequecy o
control.”  W\e doulbt it very much, because we happen to knowsare
thing of the so-called scientificmind.  There is always away of esge
for those whowant it.  Did we seek on our oan part to dallenge sne
alleged fact of Science, we should finda path of sorts, and it might ot
be inevitably worse than those which are travelled occasiorally in
dealing with psychic metters. The other account is that of M
Harry Price on the phenomena of Rudi Schreider, a brother of Willy,
being the report in detail of seances which have been described intre
gereral and journalistic serse so far back as May, 1996, by M. E
Clephan Palmer in The Daily News.

La Revue Mondiale has anarticle of soneinterest onthe Hermretic
Lore of Plants, presenting a populér sunmary of the doctrire ao
cerming ““ signatures ” in Paracelsus, Jacob Bohme and Van Halnmort,
but passing over the pregnant fact that the occult hypothesis of “ ar-
respondences ” goes back to the Byzantine alcherists andis fourddso
inthe « Sepher Ha Zohar,” being the text inchief of the Holy Kalalah,
and now recognised by scholarship as ermbodying early ““ Midrashim*™
paossibly of the fourth to the sixth Century of the Christian era. . . .
There is apoemin Le Monde Nouveau by Jules Bois onthe Qossof
Human Nature, which is reminiscent of that strange anonynous work,
“Le Mystere ce la Croix,” belonging to the mid-eighteenth Gatury
and referredto Dutens.  But it reminds us also and especially of Jules
Bois hineelf, when he wes a disciple of Huysman and wote “Le
Satanise et la Magie,” adding fuel to the dark fires of French Devil-
Wobrship in the days of Black Messes, of “ En Route ” and“* La Bas.”
. . . . Le Voile d'lsis has alwaysits points of interest, but it doesnot
happen in these last nonths to have attracted our special notice, &
it did so often in the past M Fidel Amy-Sage has a talismanic
nae or pseudornym, and he presents in the last issue his report of a
bizarre discussion, inwhich he took part with Sedir, aliberal Christian
mystic, and with Buchere, an occult dreanrer of whomwe know but
little. The last gppears to have claimed acquaintance with the Hrst
Matter of Alchemy and to have distinguished expressly between
Hermretic Gold and that which is found in mines.  Sedir went further
and affinred the existence of (X gold natural; (2) gold artificial)
() gold of Christ and (4) that whichiis Dragon'sgold. e hear further
of Ars Magna Christi,” the Grand Arcanum of Eternal Life, of the
Crucified Rose and the Rosy Qross, “ La Rosee Qroissante ” ad

La Raosfe Crdatrice,” not tospeak of a Spiritual Sanctuary situated
“ ~ Yt °f the Pyrenees and recalling therefore Mont Salvatch,
the Grail Castle of Wolframvon . Itisall Frst Matter of
Enchantrrent, If not of Alchermy, and it may not signify seriously if it
begins and encs in words—-- M Leon Denis contributes to La
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Revue Spirite a dialogue between Spirit and Man, which affinrs that
the great misfortune of the present epoch is our inability to realise
the benefactions which have been poured out on our race by God,;
it is all rather conmonplace and cones to little enough.  Other
articles are on Saint-Ywres d’Alvedre, author of “La Mssion des
Juifs,” who is saidtobe alnost forgot+en in France—though not, as
we think, anong French occult witers—and on Egyptology ard
Psychism, that is tosay, the fatalities which folloned the “ violation ™’
of the torb of Tout Ank Hanmon. . . . A certain M Gabriel Gooron
explains at full length in the front pages of Psychica howhe becane a
“ student of Mystery ™ after dabbling in meterialism spiritism ad
psychical ressarch By Mystery he gopears to understand a medley
of Theosophy, Cecultismandwhatever he may happen to include under
the denominationof Mysticism Hisgreat object is to be and to remain
always une tete fiuide ] but it Is to be feared that his attainment is
that of a swollen head. . . . W& leam fromthe Jourmal du Magne-
tisme that its editor, M Henri Durville, is inviting sulscriptions
tonards the erection of a Psychic Church in Paris.  We are perhaps
relieved to hear that it is not proposed to celebrate a Psychic Mbss or
perform Hypnotic Hours ; it is, onthe contrary, to be an “ Initiatic
Tenple ” for the restoration of the Ancient Mysteries as understood
by M Durville, presumably on a nmesireric besis.  He writes at great
length— and often, it may be, overmruch.  Let us hope that his new
institution will not be the House of a Thousand Words, with ten
thousand thousand after, world without end through the ages of an
occult Paris to core. . . . Mearwhile, in Psychic Migazine he pre-
sents from nonth to nonth his Mersion of Egyptian Megic, accom
panied by reproductions fromnonunents, but too often in the alosence
of allreferencetoauthorities. . . . Anoing French Masonicperiodicals,
Le Symbolisme hasanote of itsown, whether itsviews commandagree-
ment or not.  DUring recent nonths there has been a discourse on
the uses of synbolism by M Armmand Bedarride, and this readhes its
termin the last issue, affinming spiritual values in the emblenretical
language and opposing a disposition in French MBsonic circles to
eliminate symbolism under the pretext of modermising the Institution.
It is long in reality and seens to us longer in thought since we saw
The Asiatic Review, which hes been published quarterly for forty-
ore years, and a cordial welcone is offered to the current issue. It
contains ore article, nmoreover, with a special appeal to ourselves,
being that of M. Stanley de Brath on “ Psychological Parallels in
Recent Literature.” Taking some recent booksas its besis, it brings
out the contrasts between fundamentalism and nodemism  to the
advantage of the latter, which perceives that ““ the spiritual substance
of the Scriptures is independent of their literary form”” the are being
permanent and the other belonging to its age.  Thereafter the study
to corsider the Aainrs of spiritism as a worldwide noverrent

which has made nuch of both ““ disputations ™ obsolete.

E
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The Three Truths : A Sinple Staterment of the Fundanrental Filo-
sophyofLife. As declared and shonn to Brother XI1.  Lodor
The Chalice Press. Price 2. net.

The three truths to which the title of this little work alludes are ttoe
nmentioned inthe 1dyll of the White Lotus, ar‘dstnkeﬂ”eleylﬂed%dﬁd
the essays of which the work carsists.  The whole tone of Brather XII's
little book is of as inspiring and helpful a nature as we have care aats
for a log time. Jear insight and true feeling distimguish the pog
while the verse with which the text is interspersed is of nro nesn ath:

Part | stresses the fundamental unity of Life ; Part 1l dedswithtte
realisation of that unity ; and Part 111 is devoted to a corsiceration o
the Law of Conpensation.

The lofty ethical Standard set up in this little volune points toasoue
of ingpiration to which a due may perhaps be fourd in the Preface, ware
the daimis mece that “ the real Author who hes given this book totre
Worid hes given athers also.”

To those who try to ““ live the life” we can cordially recommed

The Three Truths.
Sigm

The Twelve Houses of the Zodiac. By the Rev. H E Sapsn
Pp. 288 The Ek-Klesia Press and Rider & Co. 3. &4, net.

one WoUd naturally expect that this book hes sonething to do with
Astrology, but onthe first pege the author flatly states - ... | havero
conrection, nor do | hald at all, with anything that hes to do with whet
in these nmocem iscaled * Astrology.” 1 have o belief in ' oo
soopes,” zodiacal planetary * influences, 1 nativities,” or the calaulatias
ad ‘ reedings ’ of ,Mbdem Astrology.”

After telling his reeders that “* the~world’hes gone~estray an these
so-caled "occult ’ idkss,” the author naively says : " My desire is to
bring before you save concgption of the tne Astrological  Sdence
as it wes uderstood ad inculcated by the ancient philosodhers -
ad oertallr!éthe book contains sare original and startling ickes—
the Rev. den K Sampeon's idess—but it is to ke feared thet
ancient philosgohers such as Prolerry, who wiote the Tetrabiblos, \Wwould
failtoclﬁ?j;iseﬂ‘em He then continues : "'l have to drive a wede
ino_ tism.  Astrology ' ad trec_ln'er_'ttea:l’irgsoflfeggl'_ﬁm
alisticc, Hermretic, Theosophical,  Rosiocudan, cal’
ad other present-cay Systens.”” Fom this it will be seen that the
author is at least courageoLs, a”dqpamg likes to tackle alarge fidd
The printy, the pgper, ad the blmigami_hebookaneall edxdlert,

ﬂ“em'ternasbearllttle relation to is gererdly ukerstood by

term Astrology.

R obert Murray Innes.
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The Ark of Refuge : A Way of Escape. By lon (Asxiesd

Articles reprinted from the occult rReview.) London: Jdm
M Watkins. Price xs. net.

To intellectuals this little bookwill scarcely prove acoeptable, faritsgad
is to the intuition rather than to the brain  Most gppositely the autior
cites Maitland, who said : <« The nethod of divire redlation is
the sare, nanrely, the intuition gperating under spiritual illuriretion”
In elaborating the subject of spiritual perogption, to which the firt
chapter of his book is devoted, lon renrarks : “ What is of greet \vdLe is
Terees ey Eoirt) i 10 CLEbLE FYEaTere of Bocky. I rion s
curios L IN e
timV\jﬂ’]ai)'Jﬂ’é?oulic nmenory of what hes inthe past beenthe resuit trerecf.”
Thus is it onee again brought hore to ws that Truth cannot
be proved, for It is sonrething which nrust be innardly feit ardexqperiated
The author next deals with the significant increese in seisTicadano
gaheric disturbances, which are causing the nost thoughtless tostad ad
pause.  He treats his subject with lucidity and restraint, ad tvons
nuch light on the cause of these rerarkabdle gremoreas It is, honewr,
the latter portion of his book which should malke the widest goed, in
that it deals with the Way of Escape.  That Way is by no nears aut-
ward, but innard and upnard.  Not through a show of righteousess nor
through cold intellectuality will we beconre immure fromthe threstared
calamity, but rather through a dange of heart—a new vienpoint; a
vital and positive perspective as gpposed to the negative attitude whidh
blinds the world to-day.  This can only take place through foossing the
mind onthe Sairit in stillness—an active stillness which inits train krirgs
intuition ad illuminetion To those who believe In a Syarare Barg
(adwhoat heart does not ?) this is not the way of weakness and conardice,
but the way of strength and sound understanding. It is prepanig tre
way of the Lord.  The world may then collapse about our ears, ad tre
nost termble catastrophes befall, yet the sod, knowing its stregth ad
indestructibility, remains tranquil in its emarcipation  Such, then, is
the Way of Escape : to tum framto-day’s fret and tumoil to the adm
security which is bom of contact with God

John Earle.

“ The Life of Gotama the Buddha.” By E. H Brewster. With
an Introductory Note by C. A F. Rhys Dawvids, D.Lit., MA
rIfetgganPaul, Trench, Trubner & Co,, Ltd. Pp. 243, Price 10s. 6a.

THs is OB of the nost valuable additions to Buddhistic literature vee
have seen “The fact that it * hes leen conpiled exclusively from tie
Pali Canon  rekes it of more than usual interest to every Student of the
I|feamlt|rresofﬂ‘\e Buddha. It is entirely free from those unwanted
and parsoral comments which mar o nary
se@@elertma’lemﬂ‘emsjqect

In every lire Mr. Brewster's ook bears the inprint of truth ;_ fram
beglrrmgtoemlthes:tyle|su‘lformamler\/ax15 It |saC1:prIa1m
of every i Staterrent regarding corected with the
actual life-story of the Buddha taken drectfrumheongral Pali text.
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For the reader’s corvenience, all the widely scattered rdaates
have been brought into juxtaposition : furtherore, they have beendass-
fied and arranged in sections, and these are divided into periocs. Gm
mencing with 1L The earliest years,” they dose with the - Last eartsin
the Life of the Buddha.”

Incidentally there is awealth of original doctrine andteeching, coerirg
alnost every relationship of human life. Students the warid oer ore
M. Brewster. no simall debt of gratitude and thanks for his unneenirg
and painstaking work.

R obert Murray Innes.

Occultism AND Chiristianity. A Restatenment of Faith. By Huoh
Roscoe. London : Rider & Co. ys. &d4. net.

T ne author of this book gpplies to Christian doctrire the prindipal cooep

10 embodied in what is usually termed Occult Philosophy, ad ex

amines the records of Christ's life and rission on earth in the ligt d

esoteric teaching conperming the Constitution of men, and of man'srdaian

to the Umverse and its Creator-.

Many other writers have preceded M. Hugh Rosooe andinilar liresd
enquiry, and it cannot ke denied that a nen should be a better Gristian
i e is convinced that his beliefs are corraoorated by the testinory o

6 ®Rrac®of his cordigionists. Fortunately, the author of this
wor  as suffident knowledoe andexperienceto e himtowwrite dainly
an 0 erly on a subject which derrends nost careful and serious treat-

' ven N be granted that devout Christiars have reer
telt the need of any rational | on of the Mirgin Birth of ar
aviour, nor have ever douboted that the mirades descnbed in the Naw
es arent are records of fact, there nust be many who will fird inttrese
peges an enlightening assurance of thelr stated beliefs, and awider horizan
0 argpiritual vision "' As men,” we reed, ““ the Apostles, ad een
Jess  imee mlwwmgdf%e@mﬁﬁm Gwen their
mwecge o those lans, coupled wi r spin
dewgegmmﬁeirvm.” ﬂﬂeteajﬁi%d\lessdﬁft’ermsesw

ai? Many People do not sufficiently understard the lans of the

n f " eentbhetr °uter neterial life their inmer sointual state to

es drinnard ad spiritual state in outward visible eqres-

of the law
P.SW
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Price Twopence.
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Subseriptlon Rates :
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Post Free, 2Jd.
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e hold the Largest Stock of Books on Psych c
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LTD.
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Madame Worth

(Mrs. Bloodworth)

Gves pfiul advice an gdrittd ad
naeria natars, franthe viewpooint
o e oy 2

e poners.
Interviens chily fran2 pm 6 pm
Momings by goooinmet ady.

Fees from 10/6.
Advice by letter from 5/-.

42a Connaught Street. Hyde Park,
London, W.2.

Lady of wide experience and sym
pathies may be corsuited by letter
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(Quenileor Aduit) PROBLEMS o+
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SION, MENTAL or SPIRITUAL
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Madame Bishop Anderson
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Diploma Courses in Phren-
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Psychometry, Mediunship,
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15 VERNON STREET, BOLTON,
ENGLAND.

Are You Making the

Best of Your Lite M

Or do you only recognlse an oppor-
tunity when tt has passed ?

To save future mistakes send for an
Astrological Horoscope.
Huroseope withthrecyears’directions, 5/-
Detailed readings, 10/- and 20/-

Hand read ng, 5/-
Hours, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Miss A. BULL, 36 Shaftesbury Avenue,
Plccadllly Circus, W. 1

67 Jermyn Street,

Demonstration®, Consulting Psychologist. St. James s,
At Homes, Clairvoyante and Clairaudient London, S.W.1.
Drawing Room c ItTt8'St ’\t/l)e(i\lum: ment _
; onsultations by Appointment.
Meetmg@’ NO POSTAL WORK. Telephone:
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" Your skill amazing : directions most helpful."— B. P., London, W.C.S

SPECIAL ATTENTION TO SPECIAL QUESTIONS.
Birth pl&ee, Dats, time (if known), MX.

Lotters only. Mr. RADWELL,

14 Sutherland Terrae«, London, S.W |
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Forty-Two Sonnets. From the Book of the Belovred. By Jdm
Caldwell-Johnston. London: East and West, Ltd. Price
2s. &d. Net.

sound IS the magical language in which the Book of Life is written, &5
the andients well kkew  Audible Soud or riythm is only the ader
vesture of the Akasic languege. Sound and nunber contrdl the atire
creation, ad he who knows their seorets is a Vester of Life ad Deth
For this resson the true secrets of Initiation are conveyed thyough saud
and nuer on the inner planes.  These  forty-two sorets are written
in the outer soud vesture of this inmer souncHaguege.  TheBiblead
other sacred books, and also a nunrber of books not regarded as saoed are
also written in this mamer.  As an excdlent exanple, 1 quote “ Initia-
tion”™ :

I saw all heaven as a hill of glass,

And knew | stood before the Great White Throre

But Hm that sat thereon | was not shonn,

For bands were roud e that | might not pess.

Height upon height the Mount of Glory rose,

Etermal surshire rested on its aoan,

Ad, like a fountain, flung white torrents doan

Steep after steep of everlasting sons.

O Lord of heaven ad earth ard hdll, 1 cone

Swift to this meetingplace of woe ad Hliss,

Where flons the torrent o'er the precipice,

There Thou hest arched Thy rainbow on the faam;

Ad, ere | face the everlasting Sons,

1 s¢, far dif, Thy sevenfold, holy Rose.

This, as the ather saets, is of course a ™' gate ” through which the
current of the spirituel Iifeﬂwatmsitssaroelndﬁstgm/e) flong,
ad by nears of this current the spiritual beings behind
world can be contacted. It is unecessary to add nore, exoept thet
this dharmring little volure, which is bound  inwhite vellum is bairg sdd
at cost price, ad will form a seasordde gift.

Meredith Starr.

A Spiritual Anthology from Robert Browning. Arranged by

2'1%1 Percival. The Theosophical Publishing House, Ltd.  Price
. et

1+ isalvays interesting to see are aspect ar phese of a great writer stressed
ad accented by a spediaist. Qe realises sonve dominant note in tre
conplex reke-up of the genits nore dearly inthis case. Broaning, who
wes as great a philosopher as a poet, and far more an Qptiist thenapure
lyrical bard, wes definitely spiritual and refining inhis influence. He hed
an Brersonian Quiodk, tinged with nore dranetic pession by his lag
sgoumanrid the traditional raranticdsmof Italy and with humanity by his
hamonioss home—ard narried life.

Although this little book (like nost antholagies), fails becaLse it leaves
out many of ane's oan pet quotations, it contairns maeny gen's fromthat
goarkling, if ilnvolved pen
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and most uncanny stories of the SUPER -
NATURAL by May Sinclair, Algernon Black-
wood, Mrs. Belloc Lowndes, L. P. Hartley,
Dennis Mackail, Clemence Dane, etc., etc.

“ The reader’a shuddering hands will need for them the Support of a table before he

has ventured far into its appalling pagea. Anyone in need of a good scare will find
it here.”— Star.

“"Theae are real spook talea, warranted to raise the hair of the most sceptical
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*“ Onthe earth the broken arcs, inthe heaven, a perfect roud” fram
Abt Vogler, ad

“There is an innost centre in ws dAl,
Where truth abides in fulness;
And aroud wall upon wall,
The gross flesh hens it in
This perfect, dear perception—which is truth,”

from paracelsus, are aways worth rereading, though it is a pity tre
Compiler did not expound at greater length and with a few editorial
conmrents and elucidations the really occult ideas which underlie poans
like "The Boy and the Angel,” and his Rabhbinic pieces. There is ©
much excellent neterial for this.

Regina Miriam Block.

Spiritualism and Theosophy. By Arthur W, Gsbom MC. Rekin
Press, Melboume, Australia.  Price 23 net.

This is a careful and conscientious inquiry, lucidly and concisely dis-
cussed for the Student, the broad-minded seeker and the bewildered sceptic.
The author is analytical and well-balanced, and his little work displays
good taste and tolerance. Two other similar books from his pen are also
announced in the present pubication on “ The Case For and Agairst R
incarmation ” and “* Qocultismand  Psychology,” whilst his two previals
works on allied thenes conocem thensalves with ““ Cocultismy Ghristian
Sdene and Hedling,” and " Sinple Bxplanations of Theosophical
Termrs,” the last-naned written in conjunction with Mary E. Wilkinson

The nmost inportant chapters in the volue nowunder reviewdeal with
" The Medium and Unseen Entities,” ad “ A Sound Method of Gooult
Develgpment.”  In the latter, M. Gshom favours the Rgj Yoga Sstem
of the Hindus and quotes Professor Wlliam Jarres.

“ In India, training in mysteriows irsight hes been knoan framtine
imrenrorial ucker the nare of Yoga.”  As M. Gsbomwrites : “ Farrili-
arity dulls our susoeptibility to Nature's daily manels.”

* It is by not thinking that we cease to wonder,” says Carlyle.

Mr. Osborn certainly stimulates us towards wonder and speculation,
those parents of that higher form of human curiosity which creates Science
and reveals wisdom.

Regina Miriam Block.

Rabindranath Tagore, Poet and Dramatist. By E. J. Thomson.
London : Oxford University Press. Price 10s. 6. et

In gopraising, ae by ae, the works of Rabindranath Tegore, poet ad
draretist, M. E J. Thorpson, lecturer in Bengali at the University of
f hes essayed a task of overvhelming megnituce. Al the s,
be it to his crediit, he seenvs to have acconplished thatt task with the utimost
thoroughress aswell s great inpartiality and skill. The bookisplertifully,
yet nore too plentifully, besprirkled with the author’s trarslatios of
extractsoﬁhe swork, both inprose and verse, and these trarslations,
rf'%abeautyoftmrwn would seemto as rearly

aS|t |spOSS|bIe any trarslation to do so, the indivi of the
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ATLANTIS

by LEWIS SPENCE

Author of " The Problem of Atlantis,” “ Atlantis in America,” etc., etc,

. hes built up an anrezing argunrent in support of his
firm cornviction—sradford Telegraph.

. nmakes a very goad cese for Atlantis.™
— Catholic News.

" Adds much to the Story of Plato's surken island.”

— Morning Post.

Demy 8o, fully illustrated. 10s. 6d. net.

RIDER & (O, Patermoster House, London, E.C.4

THE

ENCIRCLED SERPENT
by M OLDFIELD HOWEY

Author ol “The Horse in Magic and Myth.”
"Is a mandllous display of erudition.”

— John o’ London’s Weekly

"It may truthfully be said that what he does not know
regarding the serpert in history, legend, folk lore, ad
rellg'm, Is not krﬂl\‘ed‘ﬁ."—Sunday Times.

« It is a nonuent of wise and thoughtful reading.”

—Bookman.

Profusely Illustrated. 25s. net.

RIDER & CO., Patermoster House, London, E.C.4
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origirel text. However, beautiful as nost of Rebindrareth Tagares
work undoubtedly is, M. Thonpson certainly does not rark Him) as a
poet and dranstist, quite as highly as do certain of his countrynen, Wo
(M. Thompson teils ws) count him the greatest of all the worlds poets,
greater even than Shakespeare, Goethe, and Dante.

At the sanre tine, Mr. Thonson does think very highly of im ad
remssetforﬂ”nhsreasmsforohr‘gsomsﬂﬁm ade ad convirdrg
manner in the pages of this book, that 1 think ae nay safely assart thet
not even the poet’s nost prejudiced detractor, after a perusal of it, caud
possibly deny that he, Rabindranath Tagore, hes, at lesst, sare dam
to be corsidered great.  Concurrently with the course of M. Thompsars
criticismand analysis of the poet’s works—are might alnost say inecLd
conjunction with it, so conpletely does the prooess harmonise—we se
the gradual and fascinating developent of the poet’s life ad darader.
Indeed, the book, as awhole, may be termred a mire of huran interes,
and those who dig init will ﬁrdﬁmesbeyomlmeireé:mtaﬁm

A. B. ODonnell.

Songs of the Night. By Mildred Hill. London: H R Allerson,
Ltd. Priceis. Gu. net.

MSSHirr’s simple and unaffected little poetic fragments not only bespeak
of a more than superficial knowledge of metre, but a pleasing sincerity
which adds warmth to her work.
QOre cannot do better than quote a typical exanple of the author’s
sorgs in this book :
*“ God never makes two things

Just quite the sare,

Praise to His Nanre 1

Ad what He warts of ne

He doesn't wart of you ;

Sodon't you try to ke

Like someare else you S8

But let God neke of you

Sorething quite new.”

John Earle.

Which Hath Been. By M. Jack Mclaren. London: GCedl
Palnmer. 7s. &. net.

T Feincamation novel is parteps are of the nrost diifficult to - put over -
tothe reeding pubdlic. MsJadd\/bLaren,mAE\er hes faced the pradem
amlmxsmacla'ag.lgl\rE dZ)OfIt In the dm log o
White and Meron wedsecreﬂybereathﬂekun
un azuesklesofA?}ma I\/ermlssenaslyV\ambdardlsm
lieved by Karanto ke kill 'I'heyunggrl is then forced into anamiage
with a Romen govermor whomshe despises. . At log last the lovers are
mﬂ‘\emmplnmedssertaﬁranmlsmtarmtterofrmmts
Seargmknrnsl*ebelle\mtobemrhstaﬁdylrgsleq]rg in his tert,
she nees to his couch ad kills him only to discover that she hes killed
Meron, wWho, in order to resae e, dored her husband's rdes. The
soere nowdnanges to Bgland. Patnaaarﬂl—brcyaerelrmnmcmcf
the protegonsts of the Assyrian dranmae The gods, dedling conpes-
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wmithin reach of the public and
“ con be absolutely relied upon.”

These words prove  conclusively that in
Ganos Sdlts there is that sorething which
will do you good, tore up the System ard
ward off those ailments which nmeke you
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sionately with these long-parted souls, nete out for themblissful lgxaress.
The author is particularly suocessful in her treatnrent of the bygore sttirg,
With deftly-handled situations and a seree of progportion Se aedes an

both colourful and entrancing.  The Bglish soes, antre
other hand, are not sowell dore, and the dialogue at tines sssaurs o tre

Foréll this, the book shows distinct prarise, and the presert reviener
looks forvard to reading Mrs. MeLaren's next fictional effart

John Earle.

Lafcadio Hearn : An Appreciation. By Ches. E. Bdll, BGriat
Litt. With a Foreword by Eng. Rear-Admiral J. M Tharpson,
F.ZS., F.S.P. London: The Caxton Book Shop. Priceis. G

Few, if any, who are acquainted with his works can dery the darmd
Lafcadio Heam, and his life is as fascinating as his writings.  Ham
hed an extraordinarily keen saree of beauty and a arios loe of tre
weird and the ghost-like.  Students of Cocultism will be interested to
Ieamthatforthls sers|t|ve soul words hed odaur, foomand dereder.
~ Words,” he wites, “ have faces, ports, mamers, gesticulations : they
heve noods, hurmours, eccentricities; theym,e tints, tores, persordities.’
He thought, for exanple, that * theletterAlsblushmrmm, adte
letter E pale sky-blue. . . . KHwearsabeard and a tuben . . . the
initial X is a mature Greekwith wrinkles,” and soon
M. Ball’s brief lecture on Heam, which waes celivered before La Soaee
Intermationale ce Philolagie, Sciernces et Beaux Arts, last May, isgaae
ciative of Heam's genius and very symyathetic. 1t should sene a usefu
by introducing fresh reeders to an author whose works are a
source of delight to those who know them H s
Redgrove.

Other World People. By J. W. Herries.  With Foreword by Sr
Arthur Conan Doyle.  Edinburgh and London : William Hodge
& Co, Ltd. Price 3. Gi. net.

Here is another volure of testinony to the uninpeadnable truth of sur-
vival of huan persorality, with its individual nenories, idiceyroresies
ad affectiors. M. Hamies's book is in four sections, the firstand lapest
oballngmmpaldi\:erﬂ‘\ames of s<anoes for the Direct \Voice, at which
sitterswere preset. The mediuns were the Mssss
Mbore of Jasgovwho have attained a noteworthy position inthe i
world and to whose gift Sir Arthur Gonen Doyle pays a warm tnbute
in his Foreword to the pressnt work.  An interesting pomtlnmecnm
with the Msses Moore Is M. Herries's Staterrent that they dV\ﬂé
%ﬁnﬂd%bntﬁmsel\&toﬂemoordtlm ThIS is much

Arermﬁd:lee;jsaiemcx:rmctlmwma‘l Egyptian neckdace, ad
saTe ous heppenings in Edinburgh, add dranretic interest to these
\Igc%r erecu%krle&rgmﬂddeepsladeemﬂegf TheBenActh

Letters,” S soppearance last year of a young Sootti
nmountaresr, Whose body wes evertually fourd in circurstances which
venfied oertamelresglven psychically and forwarded in letters to the

searders Edith K Harper.
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Spirit Messages MADAME JEANE CAVENDISH
_FE)r all wh(_) seek firgt—h_and WEG%?%&IQQG‘E

evidence on this great question,

" Responda " ofters a ready means T I“E Stra

of private investigation. It is just MTB, Eﬂj

a lettered eard, and a pendulum so 2 Nevern Road, Cromwell Crescent,

quickly responsive that practically .
every earnest enquirer gets results. Earls Court, S.W. Kelvin 8415.

Known mediumistic power is not alBOTHE WORLD-RENOWNED
essential to its successful Operation, K E I R o

but any latent “ sensitiveness ” - - -
there may be will develop with Fam Ganmt’ Wi
practice. G YaEas In R—ogt Shast)

“ * 7 . -
Wonderful Result _ Author of Practical Palmistry.
Mrs. K. B., Kensington, ordering

for a friend, writes: “ Please send Advice by Post 5/-.

a 'Responda ’ to---—--—- .1, who write,
have had wonderful results with it,
and have told many.”

RESPONDA"” FA TE

The Talking Card and Pendulum
May be used for receiving messages gl.w

from t_he Unknown,_or for experi- Ez emt FG[ IS

ments in Mental Radio and develop-

ment of the telepathic faculty.
Heavy Gilt-edged Bevelled Card r%j
with Pendulum complete, price
3s.6d.,postpaid3s.8d. Continental V\“tetﬂ(ﬂ/ YQJV\I“ tea%s

Orders, post paid, 4s. 2d. Canada
and U.S.A., post paid, 1 dollar.

Direct only from
PROF. EUGENE BARTON, F.ILA.S.
R. A. ROBSON, (Dept. S).

. Dept. O.R. 13 Morley St., Ashley Vale, BRISTOL.
21 Fairfax Rd.,London,W .4, Eng.

BROTHER MARKONIUS Ms RANSOVEtrendl- er
M.A., OXON. ad QQ@W QBCPGU%-%%

ad
il g i vegelivea: gall artides, relafirgto ad
AR, et

Howe, Siex
Send for formto 24 Rowsley Avenue, N.W.4.

The “ AFU-RA” CHAPTER of HELEN, THE GREEK
THE BROTHERHOOD OF LIGHT Whites fomar incamdian
has now been formed in London. % ad hirth-
are row baing bel . Lesscm](%/
mnute]
O’OO:nJltRemev\&
Paemoster Hoee, Ladn, 4

P. S. HERU-KA
84 Kensal Road, London, W.10.

Natlvities calculated and readings given on
health, marriage, financial prospects, etc.
Any questlons answered. Time, date and
place of birth required. Maps from 15/6.
Fees pre-payable. Genuinenessguaranteed.

93 COWGATE STREET, NORWICH.

Reader of the Puture MRS. ANNETTA BANBURY

The well-known Clairvoyante, Powerful

Sa:eam X cdaro‘ andmr Telepathist—Hear Clairaudlently.

. H Advice daily on personal and general matters re-

married O 9 F@ 2s. quiring psychic aid by letter appointments only.
Order). Address : Psychometry by post, fee 5s. Advice on the
Development of Mediumship Investigators. Write

Mrs. RADCLIFFE, for an appointment, Mrs. Annetta Banbury,

Sway Wood, Sway, Hampshire. Mmoru,” 3 Portland Place, Marine Parade.

“ Brighton, Sussex.
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The Wandering Gentile. By Rathmell Wilson. London: Tre
Caxton Bookshop.  Price 4s. net.

Humour, Wt, and a pleasant attitude to the world neke M. Wilsonan
attractive conpanion, especially as he prattles here or there inanarer
likely to meke Mrs. Grundy woncer if he is merely nalf or intencs toirritate
her. Inthis lively and scrappy bookwe seehimin Egypt, Palestine, Frae,
Algiers, the happy goposite of a tourist set in notion by a Arofessiad
doerore. e also dbtain his portraits of a few dever artistic pegdewith
scarcely nore labour than if we but looked instead of reed, ad far aLch
codision, conpetible with informing effect, he is to be praissd oe
rotundo INtHIS prOfLser\/\uWIa"d

M. Wilson'sinterest inoocultismis real and obviously freefromaark
ism He canot resist saying that there are rmeardstmnaresat
Lourdes, but ke is sersitive to amosphere. Inananuslg
" Upper Worldlings,” he believes that “ spiritualists are fodl kyemh
bound spirits.” Surely these six or seven words are like bradided
shillelaghs in spite of M. Wilson's natural suavity. Persordlly 1 thirk
it proable that the vast rrajmtyofhnmmalsmoudbe qairituelly
uneblle to shake dff the spiritual earth with the physical * clay” Inlife
their religion was no match for the pleasures pouring or tridding thraugh
the damels of thelr sarses.  In death what nore natural then to seekto
revive MenTory or even renew exqoeriences by contact with the livirg ?
What nore natural than to seek to fed vibrations of synpathy at ssaes
if homeless ad eexily hungry ?  Is this - fodlii.g™” ? My guestion, how
awr, leaves the gareral darm and readbbleress of M. WIson's wark
uressailed I\/tatyhsreadersgatherthamto|nbatlial\|/<€r/1~:i_l

Chesson.

The Pageant of the Year. By Elise Ermons, “uthor of sovgs

for All Seasons, EfC. Hlustrated by Cecil French.  London:
Arthur H Stockwell, Ltd. 3. &1. net

"The Pageant of the Year” nmoves musically through the o
Mss Hise Emmrsséfat&ct bod<0fversa£ém |I|<efalt/5”

a purest ingpiration, not a ilti
Ofgaletyrm]qrggfn Mss Ermtfr?alvmvmt& frcmsrmr:g% nte
things aroud mekes no daimto literary suprenrecy, but
srrplev\ans in the Market Place of universal fellaMpamlgoodN
Her poem * The Garmrent of the Soul,’ |se><pressweofﬂ’|sSemrmt,
ad reveals the author at her best. Itlsatrulybewtlfulpoem

The artistic parcil of M. Gadil French hes contributed sone draracteris-
tically allegorical illustratios of the nonths in their zodiacal aspect,
whichwill gppeal to those who interpret Ufe by the starry sigs.

Edith KHarper.

“LIFE WORTH LIVING” is. 6d. net.
A Little Book with a Great Message. By F. HESLOP.

artllrm:;/ F[Pﬂ*er e Afxtgsr?% %o%jf-tllgn}m mp%a
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