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NOTES OF THE MONTH

“ WHAT is this occultism ? ” Imagine an inquisitive news- 
agent, as he hands you your monthly copy of the O c c u l t  R e v i e w , 

suddenly confronting you with this disconcerting question ! 
Disconcerting it is, because reflection will reveal the fact that 
no straightforward answer can be given. Occultism is regarded 
variously as the study of such subjects as astrology, alchemy, 
witchcraft, and so on ; or of the phenomena of spiritism, clair- 
voyance, telepathy, mesmerism, hypnotism, crystal gazing and 
other forms of divination ; or as being synonymous with the 
practice of ceremonial magic and invocation. Some associate 
it with the practice of various forms of yoga, and even with 
Eastern or Western mysticism. As a matter of curiosity Spence’s 
Didionary of Occultism was consulted, when the discovery was 
made that the term is not included in the text, its definition 
apparently being regarded as hopeless. Since, by derivation,
“ occultism ” is concerned with the study of hidden things,
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WHAT IS 

THIS 

OCCULT- 

ISM ?

there can be no real objection to the employment of the term 
to cover the whole of the extensive field outlined above. In 

the course of the last quarter of a Century, how- 
ever, the word has come to be associated with a 
line of thought that is more or less theosophical in 
tendency. The Theosophist, for instance, is gener- 
ally regarded as an occultist, even though the 

occultist may not always justifiably be classified as a Theosophist.
Now while, on the one hand, we do not consider it as being 

in the interests of any school of occult thought to foster the use 
of the term in the all-embracing sense, neither, on the other 
hand, would it appear wise to attempt to confine it within the 
limitations which threaten to restrict it to a more or less Theo­
sophical Interpretation. In the present state of affairs every- 
one uses the word “ occultism ” according to personal fancy. 
This does not conduce either to clearness of thought or mutual 
understanding. Surely it should be possible to find a logical 
basis for the definition and application of this much-abused 
term ! Let us at least attempt to do so. Even although success 
may not crown our efforts, some semblance of order may come 
to light within the apparent chaos.

The sum of human knowledge m ay be divided into three 
main sections, corresponding roughly to the three great divisions 
of the human entity into body, soul and spirit.

First of all we have the vast body of knowledge conceming 
the purely material universe; that is, physical Science.

Next we have a mass of information in regard to the more 
elusive phenomena in Connection with the soul of man, and the 
subtler laws of nature. Under this head we would dass not 

only the recognized and rapidly developing Sciences 
of psychology and psycho-analysis, but the less 
recognized though equally legitimate fields of 

ments of incluiry  hito the laws governing mediumship, clair- 
human v °y ance, psychometry, and the psychic faculties 
know- generally, as well as hypnotism, mesmerism, and 
ledge. ehects of psycho-physiological yoga practices,
t  +1 e*c' is the province of psychic Science,

as y we have a body of fact— fact, and not mere doctrine, 
' !  f*er ahs 110 crhic will claim— conceming the spiritual side 

human nature. Let it be admitted that the spiritual realm 
intimaf^ ® l̂era^y regarded as the domain of religion, and as 
c r ! Z f , l y  1T nd “ P dogma and tradition which caU for 

y ra er than intuition or intelligence to ensure their

THREE

GREAT

DEPART-
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DIVINE
SCIENCE.

acceptance. Nevertheless, we contend that there exists a 
spiritual Science, the laws of which govem  the unfoldment of 
that spark of divinity within us which is the basis of our universal 
brotherhood. Stripped of their unessentials, all the great 
religions of the world are at one in their teaching with regard 
to the divine origin of man, the fundamental laws of the spiritual 
life, and the steps to be taken before we can come into our 
divine heritage. Since, however, this lofty realm transcends 
the limits of the intellect, the truths of the spirit indeed are 
hidden, and most undeniably justify the connotation “ occult.” 
To the study of these spiritual truths more than any other is 
the phrase “ occultism ” justly applicable. Even the most 
fundamental verities of the spirit, such as human immortality 

(as distinct from mere survival after death), or 
our kinship with God, are not even perceived until 
the intuition is awakened. But when at last m an’s 

pilgrimage is ended, then indeed comes actual knowledge—  
knowledge so intense, and vital, and transcendent, that the 
tongue of the messenger who would gladly spread the good tidings 
stammers and falters in its attempt to give it utterance.

It will thus be seen that in this category we could classify 
all those more deeply esoteric truths which may be found embodied 
in the great religions, and in the teachings of the long line of 
seers, and saints, and poets who have borne witness through the 
ages to the existence of the Spirit. In this sense I am at one 
with Mr. Stewart—whose article will be found in another part 
of this issue—in deprecating the attempt to draw a distinction 
between occultism and mysticism. I would not, however, have 
it to be inferred that I find myself in agreement at all points 
with the conclusions he expresses.

Of the more esoteric treatises addressed to the spiritual 
aspirant, Light on the Path, perhaps more than any other, confirms 
this identity of occultist and mystic. This little volume of truly 
occult axioms offers to the intuitive soul an opportunity of 
acquiring, by diligent study, a really deep insight into what 
constitutes true occultism. A well-worn copy of the book has 
been the writer’s companion for over two decades, even though 
his own shortcomings may have stood in the way of his deriving 
as much profit as he might otherwise have done from meditation 

on its contents. He is not ashamed to make this 
confession when men like Algernon Blackwood, 
for instance, have put on record their indebtedness 

to Mabel Collins, the amanuensis responsible for giving these

LIGHT ON 
THE PATH.’



76 THE OCCULT REVIEW

precepts to the world. Let it not be thought that this is merely 
veiled propaganda on behalf of the Theosophical Society. The 
O c c u l t  R e v i e w  is the organ of no party, and its policy is guided 
as much by its motto— " Nullius addictus jurare in verba magistri” 
—as it was when it was founded some twenty years ago. That 
Light on the Path happens to be published under Theosophical 
auspices is of secondary importance in comparison with the fact 
that its axioms are universally applicable, and rise far above 
the limitations of any particular religion, let alone the confines 
of any narrow creed.

Progress in true occultism implies no membership of any 
society. It means progress in the spiritual life, and the spirit 
cannot be embraced by any Organization on the physical plane. 
Each soul, in fact, is obliged to “ plough a lonely furrow.” 
" Stand alone and isolated, because nothing that is embodied, 
nothing that is conscious of Separation, nothing that is out of the 
Etemal, can aid you.” And yet—such is the paradoxical nature 
of occultism—white steadily pursuing its solitary way, the soul 
must “ kill out all sense of separateness ” ! Only by meditation 
on such paradoxes, however, may the spiritual insight be devel- 
oped. Meditation is the one great weapon of the occultist for 
pressing apart the barriers of selfishness and Separation. Imper- 
ceptibly it merges into prayer, the prayer of worship, and rapt 
contemplation of the saint, by which tim e the Dawn is at 
hand.

ea occultism is a matter of living rather than of reading, 
an unt the truths of the spiritual world, by meditation and 
ervent aspiration, are woven into the very fabric of one’s being, 

ey remain without meaning. “ Of making of many books 
ere is no end, and the eager intellect at last becomes surfeited 

. eru dlon' Not that we would be understood as wishing 
sparage the achievements of the intellect. Far otherwise. 

of JLi°U : ,h0W?ver,. like to stress the fact that it is in purity 
mvqfpn'oc 1̂1 11an *n wea^h of intellect, that the key to the
to sav a ° °+CU, tlSm *s to be discovered. Nor have we anything 
the W S ? ?  th°Se Wh° are content to da%  on the fringe of 
excent tn r aS.Claat®d bT the myriad wonders of the Borderland, 
Susory t h a n T  that the P ^ c  realm is even more

No? all S denSe Physical Plane. 
decision to *g0 oc Path ° f 0ccultism ’ The
as the decisioSn to takeTm '/”! 1  n0t t0 be taken aS hght y
The occultist is ho !  P fretwork- or to learn Mah Jong.

t 15 born to it. It comes to him naturally. He
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THE 
OCCULTIST 
“ BORN TO 

IT.”

obeys an inner urge that will not be denied. It is his destiny, 
as it is the destiny of the born artist to follow art, or the born 

poet to follow his muse. One might say that he 
is “ gifted ” that way, but for the fact that the 
occultist does not believe in “ gifts.” Whatever 
talents we bring with us into this life are the results 
of previous efforts along similar lines. Yet every 

soul, sooner or later, hears the “ cry from afar,” and listens 
with more or less attention. No harm and much good may 
come from interest in occult subjects, and if in this incarnation 
our destiny lies elsewhere, we may at any rate be making ready 
to climb the steep mountain-path that leads more directly to 
the goal than does the easier spiral course trodden by the feet 
of the multitude.

Opportunity for a vast amount of preparatory work in this  
direction is afforded by the exigencies of daily life. The writer 
would even venture the opinion that it is entirely possible, by  
intense conviction and unremitting earnest effort, to press 
forward to the very threshold of Initiation, without any change 
in the general features of the outer life, and by the intensification 
of the inner life alone. There is no need to become peculiar. 
There is no need to shirk one’s customary social obligations, still 
less one’s obvious duties, for the sake of finding time to torture 
one's lungs with “ yoga breathing,” or for concentration on 
“ psychic centres.” No observer, in fact, need be aware of 
anything out of the usual going on. What change there is  
takes place in the inner life, in the attitude of the soul towards 
the various circumstances, whether petty or important, that 
arise from moment to moment in our common daily round.

Since the goal of the occultist is to reach the deep waters of 
real living, instead of being tossed about in the troublous foam 
of the surface life, his preliminary efforts will be directed towards 
the attainment of detachment from the personal centre, thereby 
securing an inner freedom and poise which are of no small practical 

value. Different temperaments will solve the. 
problem differently. One method which has been 
adopted with some success consists in the cultiva- 
tion of an inner attitude which accepts without 

resistance or resentment whatever clashes with the personality, 
whether coming from others, or from the circumstances of life 
itself. If we come boldly out of our shell and accept without 
resistance or resentment that personality which we detest, we 
shall cease to suffer through it. If we face without resistance

FIRST STEPS 
IN

OCCULTISM.
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or resentment the uncongenial task, it will cease to be distasteful.
Apart from any higher considerations, the saving of nervous 

energy effected by this practice reacts with decided benefit on 
the physical health. Those of us who, in these days of radio 
broadcasting, have taken the trouble to become acquainted with 
the elements of electrical Science, will be aware of the great 
importance attached to the question of resistance, than which 
nothing is considered to be more generally wasteful in a receiving 
set. As soon as all possible resistance is eliminated from the 
path of the subtle radio currents, the set, instead of responding 
indifferently to a broad band of frequencies both wanted and 
unwanted, by-passes everything but the particular wave-length 
required, and accepts nothing but that to which it is sharply 
tuned. Without labouring the analogy, the same thing applies 
to occult training. No energy is wasted in superfluous and 
undesirable reactions. Anger, irritation, resentment, and so on, 
are not stifled, so much as deprived of anything on which to 
fasten and grow. The strength of will required to consistently 
rise superior to the personality in this way is sufhcient guarantee 
against any likelihood of one becoming “ mushy ” from the 
adoption of this attitude of inferior “ non-resistance.”

Nor let it be thought that this apparently cold impersonality 
deprives the character of warmth or forcefulness. To conquer 
the personality is not to become a colourless nonentity. It 
means that everything that hinders, everything that trammeis 
the expression of our better nature, everything that in our inmost 
seif we feel to be unworthy, is left aside, while all that is noble 
and enduring, all that partakes of the essence of the Eternal, 
is carefully fostered and cherished, for use in the Service of the 
spiritual brotherhood of humanity.

Step by step with the retreat from the old state of affairs, 
the soul advances towards a new Order of things. As the bonds 
of the personality become loosened, and the inner tranquillity 
becomes established, so does the soul become gradually. aware 
of a deepening sense of oneness with everything that lives. A 
profound tenderness wells up from the hidden depths of the 
heart, and life takes on a different aspect. The neophyte begins 
to feel the living, throbbing heart of the life around him—on 
me one side the pity and pathos of a world of dumb suffering, 
and on the other rapturous glimpses of the divine radiance 

as mg t rough the veil of illusion in unexpected quarters.
sympathy and keener insight into the heart of things 

c aracterize the gradual unfoldment of the inner nature,
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and if this be not so, there is something radically wrong. A 
grave danger of the occult path is spiritual pride and lust for 

power. Sometimes the personality is brought 
THE GREAT un(jer t ^e control of the will, while the spiritual 

p i t f a l l . naj-ure hardens “ by the forcible passion for per­
sonal stature,” and the further the soul advances, the more 
terribly difficult is the ultimate task of breaking down the barriers 
of the isolated seif. It cannot be too strongly insisted that the 
cultivation of an all-embracing sympathy is the one safeguard 
against spiritual disaster on the part of the aspirant to occult 
achievement. Provided, however, that the soul unfolds “ like a 
flower ” in the warmth of the spiritual sun, while detachment 
from the personality is sedulously practised, the possibility of 
attaining Illumination in the life of the workaday world is not 
so remote as might at first glance appear.

We have been considering, of course, the preliminary stages 
of the path of pure occultism. Where the temperament lends 
itself to the practice of devotion, of self-surrender to the Lord, 
many of the dangers that beset the path of the occultist are 
avoided. “ Blessed ” indeed are the “ pure in heart,” for they 
are very near to God. Each soul, however, finds its own line 
of least resistance, according to what may perhaps be termed 
its “ spiritual heredity.” But whatever the point of departure, 
unless the soul frees itself from the fetters of the separative 
intellect, and bends the knee to That which is feit as loftier than 
itself, further progress is denied it. The aspirant is counselled 
to be wary lest too soon he considers himself a thing apart from 
the mass. He is not within measurable distance of even the 
beginning of the Path until the Star of the Soul begins to show 
its light. A very significant passage occurs in one of the Com- 
ments on the occult axioms contained in the little treatise above 
referred to. It is a passage which is well worth taking to heart. 
" Those that ask shall have. But though the ordinary man 
asks perpetually, his voice is not heard. For he asks with his 
mind only ; and the voice of the mind is only heard on that 
plane on which the mind acts.” Until the man asks with the 
whole force of his being, body, soul and spirit, his voice remains 
unheard on the plane of spiritual brotherhood.

The energies of the aspirant, it will be seen, are directed to 
something far different from the attainment of occult powers. 
Where, then, it may be asked, do those mysterious faculties of 
which we hear so much, come in ? When does the pupil leam  
how to read the Akashic records ; to remember his former
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incarnations, or those of other people ; to levitate, or render his 

body invisible or visible at will, without mechanical 
o c c u l t  a-d? Magical powers come later, when his feet 

p o w e r s . are established on the Path, and even then
are only brought into play as required for Service. To quote 
once more from our little m anual: “ The knowledge which is
now yours is only yours because your soul has become one with 
all pure souls and with the inmost. It is a trust invested in 
you by the Most High.” To the average person occult powers 
would prove a positive hindrance. Take, for example, the 
memory of former incarnations. In this connexion we might 
with advantage quote the very true remarks of Algemon Black­
wood as given in his Episodes Before Thirty. “ Reincarnation 
is an interesting theory to m an y; yet to recall past lives could 
have but one effect—to render one ineffective now. To recall 
the failures of a mere forty years is bad enough ; to look back 
over a hundred lives would be disastrous ; one could only sit 
down and cry.”

As a matter of fact, to bring home to the Student how serious 
a thing is real occultism, it is pointed out that the ceremonies 
of the neophyte are all ceremonies of sacrifice. The price must 
be paid for every step, not in gold, but in self-surrender. The 

one who would enter the great Brotherhood of 
Love must yield up every thing, “ even his own 
soul,” at the entrance. He is stripped of every- 
thing. “ Never again can another man be regarded 

as a person to be criticized or condemned; never again can the 
Neophyte raise his voice in self-defence or excuse. From that 
ceremony (one of the initiatory ceremonies for aspirants) he 
returns into the world as helpless, as unprotected, as a new-born 
child. That, indeed, is what he is.” He dies, so far as his 
personal desires are concerned, and " becomes as nothing in 
the eyes of the world.” As Madame Blavatsky puts it in one 
of her essays, he becomes simply " a force for good.” All sense 
of Separation having been removed, he becomes a channel for 
spiritual power. The life of the great Brotherhood, of which he 
becomes an integral part, flows through him. We have no 
idea, “ down here,” of the intimacy of the union between the 
members of that spiritual army. The union of earthly love is 
but a shadow in comparison, although it Stands as a perpetual 
invitation for us to step out from the multitude and essay the 
supreme adventure of being born anew to the life of the spirit. 
Although the Path to that consummation may be a path of

CEREMONIES 
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sacrifice, it is sacrifice only in so far as the lower nature is con- 
cerned. Those who have passed through the Golden Gates—  
the seers and saints who have endeavoured at different times to 
put on record their inner experiences— are unanimous in the 
message they bring back : that the Service of Love is a Service of 
boundless joy.

Students of the alchemical tradition, especially those who 
favour the hypothesis that one of the objects of alchemical research 
was the actual physical transmutation of the baser metals into 
gold, will be interested in the results of the investigations of the 

Japanese physicist, Nagaoka, an abridged account 
of which appears in the Franklin Journal, an 
important scientific periodical published in America.

M E R C U R Y  r  r
It appears that careful observations of the spectro- 

' scopic lines of gold and mercury led Nagaoka to 
believe that attempts to transmute the base into the noble metal 
gave promise of success. He, therefore, carefully purified and 
twice distilled in vacuum a quantity of mercury, in Order that 
the projected experiment should be carried out under exact 
conditions. This purified quicksilver was covered with oil, and 
subjected to the electric discharge of an induction coil with a 
spark some five inches long. Under the action of this discharge 
the mercury and charred oil formed a sort of amalgam. After 
two or three hours, Chemical tests furnished a reaction for gold. 
When, after preliminary treatment, the residue was extracted 
with aqua regia, unmistakable traces were found, and in some 
cases actual physical particles of gold were obtained. Experi­
ments conducted without the electrical discharge produced no 
such evidence of gold.

To our mind it would appear that the presence of the oil 
in the experiment is not without its bearing on the ultimate 
results. Readers of this magazine will remember the remarkable 
discoveries of Mrs. Dickinson, in which the investigations into 
the properties of various oils played a prominent part.

A private communication from a subscriber gives rise to some 
t h e  h i g h e r  anx*ety  m  m Y  mind lest I  may have conveyed the 
c o m m u n is m  imPressi°n in m y Notes of last month as having 

a n d  b o l - leanings t°wards that modern inversion of the 
s h e v i s m  idea.1 of universal brotherhood which goes by the 

name of Bolshevism. Attentive reading should 
make my point of view quite clear, but to remove any shadow

G
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of doubt, I should like to emphasize the fact that it was the 
idealistic—shall we say the Tolstoyan— type of communism only 
which I had in mind. One of the gentlest and most self-sacrificing 
souls I knew held the firm conviction that private ownership of 
property was directly contrary to the spirit of Christ, and my 
late friend would have been one of the last to countenance resort 
to violence or Subversion. His views apparently coloured my 
conceptions more than I was aware.

THE EDITOR.

THE SKY LINE
B y PH IL IP HARRISON

THE white road Stretches outward, 
Outward to the sky-line,
The tall trees lean across it 
And whisper, one to the other,
Of the witcheries and the wonders 
That lie beyond the sky-line, 
Beyond the unchanging sky-line

Where the white road ends.

Looking along that white road, 
Between the trees that whisper,
I stood in days now done with,
I stood and caught the whisper 
That set my feet a-hurrying 
Swift and straight to the sky-line, 
The ever-beckoning sky-line

Where the white road ends.

Still the road Stretches outward, 
Outward to the sky-line,
And still the tall trees whisper 
To those who stand to listen.
And still I tramp the long road, 
But still recedes the sky-line,
The unconquerable sky-line,

Where this world ends.
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THE GREAT SYMBOLS OF THE TAROT
By ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE

ON the hypothesis that there is or may be a deeper meaning 
in the chief Tarot Symbols than attaches thereto on the surface, 
it becomes necessary to establish certain preliminary points as 
an initial clearance of issues, and I will premise in the first place 
that by chief Symbols I mean those only which I have been in 
the habit of denominating Trumps Major in other writings on 
the subject. First among the preliminary points there is the 
simple fact that we know nothing certainly concerning the origin 
of Tarot cards. As usual, however, in matters belonging to 
occult arts and so-called Science, the place of knowledge has 
been occupied by uncritical reveries and invention which is 
not less fraudulent because the fraud may be frequently un- 
conscious. When the artist Gringonneur, in or about the year 
1393, is affirmed to have produced a set of picture-cards for 
the amusement of King Charles VI of France, it has been affirmed 
that some of their designs were identical with Tarot Trumps 
Major. The evidence is the fact of certain beautiful and antique 
card-specimens—in all about twenty-six—which are scattered 
through different Continental museums and were attributed in 
the past to Gringonneur. They are now held to be of Italian 
origin, more or less in the early years of the fifteenth Century, 
and there are no extant examples prior to that period. But 
to establish this point on expert authority at its value is not 
to fix the origin of Tarot cards in respect of date or place. It 
is idle, I mean, to affirm that Venetian, Bolognese and Florentine 
vestiges of sets allocated to 1400-1418 are the first that were 
ever designed. In view, however, of the generations of nonsense 
which we have heard testifying on the subject, it must be said 
that it is equally idle and more mischievous to affirm that they 
are not. When, towards the close of the eighteenth Century, 
Court de Gebelin first drew attention, as a man of learning 
and an antiquary, to the fact of Tarot cards, he produced sketches 
of the Trumps Major in the eighth volume of Le Monde Primitif. 
In the form that he had met with they were not priceless works 
°f art like those in the Bibliotheque Nationale, but rough, primi­
tive and barbarous, or precisely of that kind which might be
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■ expected to circulate in country places, among lower classes of 
players and gamblers, or among gipsies for purposes of fortune- 
telling. Supposing that they had been designed and invented 
originally about the period mentioned, nearly four centuries had 
elapsed, which were more than ample time for them to get 
into general circulation throughout the countries in which they 
were traced by Court de Gebelin— namely, Southern France, 
Spain, Italy and Germany. If the Trumps Major were originally 
distinct from the minor emblems, there was also full opportunity 
for them to be joined together. But alternatively the designs, 
perhaps even in several styles, may have been old already in 
the year 1400— I am speaking of the Trumps Major— in which 
case they were married much later to the fifteenth Century 
prototypes of our modern playing-cards. It will be seen that 
the field is open, but that no one is entitled in reason to main- 
tain either view unless evidence should be found to warrant 
it in the designs themselves, apart from the real or presumptive 
age of the oldest extant copies.

Having done something in this summary manner to dehne 
the historical position, the next point is to estimate the validity 
of those speculations to which I have referred already. It is 
not possible on this occasion, nor do I find that it would serve 
a purpose, to do more than recapitulate my own previous decisions, 
Teached as the result of researches made prior to 1910. The 
hrst and most favoured hypothesis concerning Tarot cards is 
that they are of Egyptian origin, and it was put forward by him 
who to all intents and purposes may be called their discoverer, 
namely, Court de Gebelin. It has been set aside long since 
by authorities apart from predispositions and ulterior purposes 
in view. De Gebelin was an Egyptologist of his day, when 
Egyptology was in its cradle, if indeed it can be said to have 
been born, and that which he did was to excogitate impressions 
and formulate them in terms of certitude. They have not been 
borne out, and their doom from the standpoint of sane scholar­
ship may be said to have been sealed when they feil into the 
hands of French occult dreamers and were espoused zealously 
by them. The most salient and amazing elaborations were 
those of Eliphas Levi in 1856 and onward. The designs were 
for him not only Egyptian in the sense of the earliest dynasties, 
but referable to the mythical Hermes and to the prediluvian 
wisdomof Enoch. They formed otherwise the traditional Book 
of Adam which was brought to him in Paradise by an angel, 
was removed from him at the Fall, but was restored subsequently
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in response to his earnest supplications. Eliphas Levi did morer 
however, than theorize on the subject. He gave pictorial 
illustrations of the cards restored to their proper primeval 
forms, in which they appeared as pseudo-Egyptian designs, the 
work of an amateur hand. The same practice prevailed after 
Levi had ceased to publish. It was developed further by 
Christian, while long after him, under the auspices of Oswald 
Wirth and others, the Trumps Major appear in all the panoply 
of imitative Delta art. These things are to all intents and pur- 
poses of dishonest device, but very characteristic unfortun- 
ately after their own manner, for the marriage of speculative 
occultism and intellectual sincerity has hardly ever been made 
in France and seldom enough elsewhere.

These are the preliminary points which are placed here for 
consideration— as I have said, to clear the issues. In the com- 
plete absence of all evidence on the subject, we must be content 
to carry an open mind as to where the Tarot originated, remem- 
bering that the earliest designs with which we are acquainted 
do not connote antiquity, unless possibly in one case, and unless 
the early fifteenth Century may be regarded as old enough in 
the absence of a parti-pris. The Statement obtains also respecting 
cards of any kind, including the Baldini emblems, which are 
neither Tarots nor counters for divination, or games of chance.

I satisfied myself some years ago, and do not stand alone, 
that the Trumps Major existed originally independently of the 
other arcana and that they were combined for gambling purposes 
at a date which it is possible to fix roughly. I am concerned 
only on the present occasion with what may be called the Great 
Symbols. They are twenty-two in number, and there is no 
doubt that some of them correspond to estates and types. The 
Emperor and Empress, the Pope and Juggler belong obviously 
to this order, but if we put them back speculatively even to 
mediseval times we cannot account in this manner for the so- 
called Pope Joan or High Priestess. She must be allocated to 
another sequence of conditions, another scheme of human Com­
munity at large. It is to be noted that though Venetian, Floren- 
tme and French packs differ somewhat clearly, between narrow 
limits of course, Pope Joan has never been termed the Abbess 
m any, nor can I recall that she has been so depicted that such 
a Denomination could apply and thus include the design among 
ecclesiastical estates in Christendom. She comes, therefore, as 
I have intimated, from another region and another order of 
things. This is the one Tarot Trump Major which suggests a



86 THE OCCULT REVIEW

derivation from antiquity, not however in the sense of Court 
de Gebelin, who referred it to Isis, but to an obscure perpetuation 
of pagan faith and rite in Italy which the inquiries of Leland 
seem to have established as a matter of fact. In this case, 
and at the vahie of his researches, on which I have commented 
elsewhere, Pope Joan represents not improbably a vestige of 
the old Astarte cultus. I do not pretend to be satisfied with 
the explanation, but it may be accepted tentatively perhaps 
and does not necessarily carry the question of antiquity behind 
mediaeval times. In the midst of all the obscurity, one only 
point emerges in all certainty : whatever the card may have 
stood for originally, it was not the mythical female pope, an 
ascription which arose as a leap in the dark of ignorance on the 
part of people— whether in France or Italy— who knew the 
Pope Joan legend but had never heard of Astarte and much 
less of Isis. I should regard it as a rather old leap.

I have spoken of Classification under types, estates or classes, 
but it obtains only in respect of a few designs, seeing that the 
majority of the Trumps Major are occasionally allegorical and 
in several cases can be understood only as belonging to a world 
of Symbols, while a few are doctrinal in character— in the sense 
of crude Christian doctrine. The Resurrection card and the 
Devil belong to this last dass. Death, on the other hand, is 
a very simple allegorical picture-emblem, like the Lovers, Justice 
and Strength. The symbolical cards, which must be so termed 
because certainly they do not correspond to the admitted notions 
of allegory, are the Hanged Man, Chariot, the so-called card of 
Temperance, the Tower, the Star, the Sun and Moon, and that 
which passes under several names, one of which is the World. 
The Wheel of Fortune is seemingly of composite character, 
partaking of both allegory and symbolism, while the Fool is 
very difhcult to dass. On the surface he may be referable to 
that estate which inhabits the low-life deeps— the mendicant 
and vagabond type. He suggests the Italian lazzaroni, except 
that he carries a wallet, as if he were on his way through the 
world. He recalls, therefore, the indescribable rabble which 
followed the armies in crusading and later times. He is the 
antithesis of the Juggler, who flourishes at the expense of others 
by following a knavish trade, or who profits alternatively by the 
lower kind of skill.

When Court de Gebelin described the Trumps Major in 
Connection with the rest of the Tarot pack, he gave an account 
of their use in games of hazard, but he had heard also of their
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divinatory value and was at some pains to ascertain the process 
by which they were adapted to this purpose, in which way 
he is our first authority for the traditional meanings of the cards 
as counters in the telling of fortune. He represents in this 
manner another landmark in the obscure historyof the subject. 
It is to be assumed that his knowledge was confined to the 
practice in France, and there are no means of knowing whether 
Spain, Italy and Germany followed other methods at that time. 
I believe that Alliette or Eteilla varied the divinatory meanings 
on the threshold of the nineteenth Century in accordance with 
hisown predilections, as he altered the Trumps Major themselves 
in respect of their arrangement and changed the original names 
in certain cases. In the year 1856, as we have seen, Eliphas 
Levi began to issue his occult revelations, based largely on the 
Trumps Major, developing their philosophical meanings in a 
most elaborate manner. They are at times exceedingly sug­
gestive and always curious, but it must be understood that in 
occult matters he depended solely on personal intuitions and 
invention. There was a time, over twenty years since, when I 
was led to think otherwise, in view of evidence which has proved 
worthless on further and fuller investigation. Levi said on his 
own part that he owed his “  initiation ” only to God and his 
personal researches, but some of his French admirers have not 
hesitated, this notwithstanding, to affirm his direct connection 
with Masonic Rites and Orders. The question does not signify, 
for initiations of this kind would not have communicated occult 
knowledge. It follows that his Tarot System— if such it can 
be called— is at best a work of ingenuity but often a medley 
of notions, and it owes, so far as can be ascertained, nothing 
whatever to the past which extends behind Court de Gebelin. 
The point is not without importance, because he speaks with 
an accent of great authority and certitude. When P. Christian 
went still further in L ’H o m m e  R o u g e  d e s  T u i l e r i e s  and in 
his H i s t o i r e  d e  l a  M a g i e , the same criticism applies, as there 
is no need to say that it does in the laboured excogitations of 
Papus, Stanislas de Guaita and others of the French school.

Now, there are twenty-two Trumps Major arranged more 
or less in a sequence but subject to certain variations as the 
packs differ respecting time and place of origin. There are also 
twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet, and it occurred to 
Eliphas Levi that it was desirable to effect a marriage between 
the letters and cards. It seems impossible to make a combina- 
tion of this kind, however arbitrary, and not find some accidents
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in its favour, and there is better authority in Kabalism than 
Eliphas Levi ever produced in writing to connect the Hebrew 
letter Beth with the so-called Pope Joan or Sovereign Priestess 
of the Tarot. But he was concerned very little with any root in 
analogy, or he might have redistributed the Trumps Major, 
seeing that their sequence is— as I have said— subject to Varia­
tion in different sets and that there seems no particular reason 
to suppose that any arrangement of the past had a conscious 
purpose in view. In this manner he might have found some 
curious points by taking the old Yetziratic Classification of the 
Hebrew letters and placing those cards against them which 
corresponded to their conventional allocations. It was sufh- 
cient, however, for his purpose that there are twenty-two letters 
and twenty-two palmary Symbols, and if he remembered, he 
cared nothing apparently for the fact that the numerical signi- 
ficance of Hebrew letters belies his artificial combination after the 
letter Yod. We can say if we choose that the eleventh Trump 
is that which is called Strength, though it depends on the arrange­
ment adopted in the particular pack ; but the letter Caph is 
not eleven in the alphabet, for it corresponds to the number 20. 
Death is the thirteenth card and seems placed well in the Tarot 
sequence because thirteen is the number of mortality ; but 
the letter Nun is 40 and has no such fatal connection. The 
folly of the whole comparison is best illustrated by the card 
which is called the Fool and is not numbered in the series, the 
cipher Nought being usually placed against it. In Levi’s arrange­
ment it corresponds to the letter Skin, the number of which 
is 300. But wherever it is placed in the series the correspondence 
between Trumps Major and the Hebrew alphabet is ipso facto 
destroyed.

It is to be noticed further that Levi allocated meanings to 
each letter individually of the Hebrew alphabet, but they are 
his own irresponsible invention, except in two or three very 
obvious cases— e.g., that Beth, the second letter, corresponds 
to the duad, Ghimel to the triad, and Daleth to the tetrad. 
It may be interesting to note that his number 15, which answers 
to the Tarot Symbol of the Devil, is explained to be so-called 
occult Science, an eloquent tribute to his own fantastic 
Claims in respect of the subject which he followed. As an 
explanation unawares it is otherwise of some value, for there is 
o course no ordered occult Science, though there are certain 
ormsof practice which bring intoOperation thosepsychic powers 

0 which we know darkly in the way of their manifestation only,
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and it is a matter of experience that they are more likely to open 
the abyss rather than the Path to Heaven.

Levi’s instituted connection between Tarot cards and the 
Hebrew alphabet has proved convincing to later occultism in 
France and elsewhere. He is also the originator of another 
scheine which creates a correspondence of an equally artificial 
kind between the four suits, namely, Clubs, Cups, Swords and 
Pantacles, which make up the Lesser Arcana of the Tarot, and 
the Ten Sephiroth of Kabalistic theosophy. Because of the 
number four it was inevitable that in a mind like his they should 
be referred to the four letters of the Sacred Tetragram— Jod, 
He, Vau, He— which are commonly pronounced Jehovah. It 
is the uttermost fantasy as usual, as exhibited by his attempted 
identification of Jod with Clubs, while Cups and Pantacles or 
Deniers are both coerced into correspondence with the letter 
He. As regards the constituent cards of the four suits, even 
his ingenuity failed to discover a ground of comparison between 
the Sephiroth and the Court-cards, so he offers the following 
couplet as a commentary on the King, Queen, Knight and 
Knave or Squire :

The married pair, the youth, the child, the race :
Thy path by these to unity retrace.

But this comes to nothing, for the Knight is not necessarily a 
youth, nor does the ancient or modern Jack correspond to the 
idea of a child. Had Levi understood Sephirotic Kabalism 
better, again he could have done better by affirming-— as it 
would have been easy for him— that the French damoiseau had 
replaced a primitive damoiselle, the Squire Court-card being 
really feminine. He could then have allocated correctly as 
follows : the King to Chokmah, the Queen to Binah, the Knight 
to the six lower Sephiroth from Chesed to Yesod inclusive, 
govemed by the semi-Sephira Daath, and the Damoiselle to 
Malkuth. He would have found also in this manner a complete 
correspondence between these Trumps Minor and the four letters 
of the Tetragram. Finally, he would have established the 
Operation of the Sacred Name in the four Kabalistic worlds and 
would have exhibited the distinctions and analogies between 
Shekinah in transcendence and the Shekinah manifested in life 
and time. But Levi was the magus of a world of fancy and not 
of a world of knowledge.

He found his opportunity, however, with the so-called pips, 
points or numbered cards, for he had the clear and talismanic
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fact that there are ten numbered cards in each suit, while the 
Sephiroth are also ten. But because there is no other corres- 
pondence in the nature of things he did badly enough in the de­
velopment and produced the following nonsense rhymes, which are 
borrowed from the literal translation that I have made elsewhere.

Four signs present the Name of every name.
Four brilliant beams adom His crown of flame.
Four rivers ever from His wisdom flow.
Four proofs of His intelligence we know.
Four benefactions from His mercy come.
Four times four sins avenged His justice sum.
Four rays unclouded make His beauty known.
Four times His conquest shall in song be shown.
Four times He triumphs on the timeless plane.
Foundations four His great white throne maintain.
One fourfold kingdom owns His endless sway,
As from His crown there streams a fourfold ray.

In this manner the four Aces correspond to Kether because 
it is the first Sephira in the mystery of coming forth from Ain 
Soph Aour, the Limitless L ig h t; the four twos to Chokmah, 
four threes to Binah and so forward tili the denary is completed. 
But what is to be understood by the four proofs of Divine 
Understanding, the four Divine Benefactions and the sixteen 
sins which are avenged by Geburah or Justice we know as little 
as of the reason for believing that the Divine Victories shall be 
celebrated only four times in song, or how in the philosophy 
of things it is possible to triumph four times on a plane where 
no time exists. If Eliphas Levi could have furnished the omitted 
explanations, it is certain that Zoharic Kabalism knows nothing 
about them.

At the back of all these reveries is the well-known fact that 
the Ten Sephiroth are inter-connected in the Kabalistic Tree of 
Life by means of twenty-two paths, to which the Hebrew letters 
are attributed, Kether communicating with Chokmah by the 
Path of Aleph, with Binah by that of Beth, and so downward. 
A diagram showing these allocations was published by Athanasius 
Kircher in CEd i p u s  ( E g y p t i a c u s . The allocation of the Tarot 
I rumps Major to the Paths of the Tree of Life is obviously the 
next step, and attempts have been made in this direction by 
blundering symbolists, but they have forgotten that in the 
Mystical Tree the Sephiroth are also Paths, making thirty-two 
Paths of Wisdom, from which it follows that in the logic of 
thmgs there ought to be thirty-two Trumps.

The study of the Tarot has been pursued since the days of
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Levi in France, England and America, the developments being 
sometimes along lines established by him and sometimes the 
result of an independent departure. Speaking generally, he 
has been followed more or less. I have shown that his allocations 
are for the most part without any roots in the real things of 
analogy', while as to later students of the subject all that they 
have to offer is ingenuities of their own excogitation. We have 
to recognize, in a word, that there is no canon of authority in 
the interpretation of Tarot symbolism. The field is open there- 
fore: it is indeed so open that any one of my readers is free 
to produce an entirely new explanation, making no appeal to 
past speculations : but the adventure will be at his and her own 
risk and peril as to whether they can make it work and thus 
produce a harmony of interpretation throughout. The sentence 
to be pronounced on previous attempts is either that they do 
not work, because of their false analogies, or that the scheme 
of evolved significance is of no real consequence. There is an 
explanation of the Trumps Major which obtains throughout the 
whole series and belongs to the highest order of spiritual truth : 
it is not occult but m ystical; it is not of public communication 
and belongs to its own Sanctuary. I can say only concerning 
it that some of the Symbols have suffered a pregnant change. 
Here is the only answer to the question whether there is a deeper 
meaning in the Trumps Major than is found on their surface.

And this leads up to my final point. If anyone feels 
drawn in these days to the consideration of Tarot symbolism 
they will do well to select the Trumps Major produced under 
my supervision by Miss Pamela Coleman Smith. I am at liberty 
to mention these as I have no interest in their sale. If 
they seek to place upon each individually the highest meaning 
that may dawn upon them in a mood of reflection, then to com- 
bine the messages, modifying their formulation until the whole 
series moves together in harmony, the result may be some- 
thing of living value to themselves and therefore true for them.

It should be understood in conclusion that I have been 
dealing with pictured images ; but the way of the mystics 
ultimately leaves behind it the figured representations of the 
mind, for it is behind the kaleidoscope of external things that 
the still light shines in and from within the mind, in that state 
of pure being which is the life of the soul in God.
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M Y S T I C I S M  A N D  O C C U L T I S M

B y  C. R. STEW ART, Author of “ The L aw  o f L o v e ”

I .  E r r o n e o u s  C o n c e p t i o n s  o f  M y s t i c i s m

THE possibility of the union of the human soul with the Divine 
is a truth which has not been lost even in the dark ages of the 
Christian Era, which astrologers call the Pisces Age. This truth 
has been handed down from prehistoric times among the select 
few highly evolved souls who were capable of dimly compre- 
hending it. The Cathohe Church adopted the idea, but as is the 
custom of formal religions, hedged it round with various limita- 
tions and restrictions, obscuring and veiling the essential truth, 
which must always be free and unfettered if it is to shine. That 
essential freedom of the soul, however, is abhorrent to priests and 
dignitaries of the Church, for their existence depends on their 
being able to maintain the delusion that there is no “  salvation ” 
except through their mediation, and the help of the sacraments 
to administer which is their sole prerogative.

The consequence is that there is at the present time a uni­
versal misunderstanding as to the nature of Mysticism and the 
correct definition of the word mystic. This confusion of ideas 
has been still further complicated by the false teaching of so- 
called “ occult ” societies, who have tried to separate Mysticism 
from Occultism. Before attempting to dehne the term, it is 
obviously necessary to clear our minds of all wrong ideas on the 
subject, and to explain what is not Mysticism.

Many books and articles on the subject have been written, 
some by quite eminent people, none of whom, however, appear to 
understand its most elementary principles. Most of them, taking 
their ideas from the orthodox Catholic view-point, hold up as 
examples of mystics certain nuns or monks of the past who 
appear to have suffered from religious hysteria induced by the 
unnatural repression of a highly emotional temperament.

A well-known dignitary of the Church States that “  Mysticism 
enjoins a dying life, not a living death.” Whatever this obscure 
sentence may mean, it conveys a totally wrong impression ; for 
true Mysticism makes life infmitely fuller, it takes nothing away, 

ut gives something which ordinary people cannot even imagine, 
much less realize.
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A recently published book on the subject contains some 
startling fallacies, of which the following are examples.

Asceticism  is a universal and necessary concom itant o f m ysticism  . . .
Detachm ent from  earth ly  ties, the piling up of sensuous experience b y  

means of trance and reverie, isolated contem plation, renunciation o f natural 
powers and faculties . . .

Certain form sof m ysticism  are evidence of an abnorm al condition. . . .
The egoism of some m ystics, especially those o f the ascetic Order, is 

extraordinary . . . th e y  concentrate their energies on their personal 
Salvation. . . .

It would be interesting to know whence the writer got his 
views. If the limits of this short article did not prevent, it could 
be proved conclusively that no true mystic is ever an ascetic, and 
that no ascetic can ever become a mystic. It is quite true that 
the ascetic discipline advocated by teachers of pseudo-occultism 
makes the unfortunate victim extraordinarily egoistic and teaches 
him to concentrate on self-development or personal Salvation, 
but this is the exact antithesis to Mysticism. Moreover, the 
genuine mystic is a perfectly normal and well-balanced person, 
in full possession of all the ordinary faculties, and to all outward 
appearance just like any ordinary citizen.

The best and truest description of Mysticism that has ever yet 
appeared in print is given by Mr. Arthur Weigall.*

W hen a m an has reached a certain  degree o f sp irituality, he has no 
further need for religious exercises, nor form s and ceremonies, nor theo- 
logical arguments, nor Services in the mosques. Form ulated religion is 
the refuge of the weak-m inded who cannot reach God b y  more refined 
methods, and atheism  is the p light of those same weak-m inded when th ey  
leave that refuge.

The strong-minded are those who are able to make a direct approach 
to God without the need of intermediaries ; who do not worship God but 
love Him ; who do not make a sacramental mystery of God but meet Him 
■as a Friend ; who do not kneel to God but take hold of His hand ; who 
being aware of the continual presence of God have no need of ritual or 
doctrine to guide them.

There are three distinct stages in the evolution of the soul 
during the latter period of its long journey— the reascent from 
Matter to Spirit.

The first stage is that when it needs the help of formulated 
religion, of priests and sacraments, and dogmas invented by men.

The second stage, which is often very short, is when it throws 
■ off these fetters which fail to satisfy the logical reason and make 
no appeal to intuition, and becomes what is termed a freethinker.

The third is the stage of the Mystic path.
* The Garden of Paradise ; p. 205.
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II. PSEUDO-OCCULTISTS

Much confusion of thought has arisen over the terms “ mystic ” 
and “ occult ” ; due to the wrong teaching of certain so-called 
“  occult ” schools of thought. It is curious to trace the growth 
of an erroneous idea ; some person who poses as a leader of thought 
or head of a cult makes an assertion. This is taken up blindly 
and repeated by all that person’s disciples until it becomes a 
dogma. So it has been in this case. It has been asserted that 
there are two separate paths or modes of spiritual development, 
the Occult path and the Mystic path ; that the occultist develops 
by intellect and asceticism combined with a System of discipline 
along the lines of yoga and meditation ; the mystic by emotion 
apart from intellect and by indefinite or abstract visions and 
experiences of a psychic Order.

This teaching is derived from an Indian school of thought, 
and is most dangerous, in view of the fact that the pupil is taught 
to be an “ ascetic,” which means not only that he must become a 
vegetarian and teetotaller, but that he must repress and starve 
out all emotion and natural sex instincts. He is further taught 
that after a period of strict asceticism combined with the regulär 
practice of meditation on certain rigid lines, he may expect to 
become a pupil of some "m aster,” and induecourse gothrough 
certain ceremonies of initiation which are said to take place on the 
astral plane while he is away from his physical body during sleep. 
His ambition is further stimulated by the promise that after a 
sufficient number of these astral ceremonies have taken place, 
he will gradually become clairvoyant and able to open his physical 
consciousness to everything that takes place on the astral and 
even on the planes beyond ; and that eventually, though not 
for several lives, he will attain complete superconsciousness, 
with various powers of a magical order, such as the ability to 
materialize objects out of empty space or to cause solid objects 
to disappear mysteriously.

He is also taught to cultivate his personal will-power to an 
inordinate extent, since the successful performance of magic 
depends on this. But he is not taught to give devotion to the 
Gods, or to seek communion with them through prayer. In 
place of this he is told to meditate on the faculties which he wishes 
to acquire, and on certain centres of the body or “ chakras,” and 
to become a slave to his " master,” rendering devotion only to 
hm  or to his “ representatives ” in the outer world.

To render this slavery more absolute, and to make autocratic
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the power of the self-constituted “ head ” of the Order, some 
schools insist not only on absolute obedience to all instructions, 
but even require blind acceptance of all teachings invented by 
the “ head ” from time to time, thus contradicting and stulti- 
fying the theoretical teaching of all schools, that every disciple 
must cultivate intuition and leam to discriminate for himself 
between truth and falsehood. Any disciple, however, who 
ventures to use intuition to the extent of disagreeing with the 
head of the Order on any point of dogma is immediately expelled.

This attempt to attain spiritual progress by artificial forcing, 
appeals to certain types of unbalanced and abnormal people who 
hope to gain on higher planes the power which is denied them on 
the physical. The only result so far noticeable has been the evo- 
lution of a group of cranks and freaks, narrow-minded, ignorant, 
intolerant of any ideas but their own, devoid of sympathy and 
normal human emotions, and altogether peculiarly unattractive ; 
while a certain proportion of them who have dabbled excessively 
in yoga breathing exercises with the object of arousing dormant 
superphysical faculties, have become insane or obsessed by dark 
forces.

It is always the case that the ascetic who through selfish 
lust for power tries to repress the normal human instincts and 
to starve out passionate impulses by repression, can only meet 
with one of two results. Either he succeeds in killing out all 
human sympathy and becomes a black magician, or eise, as usually 
happens, the unnatural bottling up of normal passion produces 
abnormal results ; and having swept his house clear of one 
comparatively harmless devil, he finds it suddenly invaded by 
the seven devils'of perverted instincts.

Finally, the ascetic line may be summed up as an arrogant 
attempt on the part of the human to dictate to the Divine as to 
its fitness to acquire spiritual knowledge and powers, and to rise 
superior to divine laws. It has its root in ambition, not in 
self-sacrifice.

There is, of course, no necessity for anyone to eat meat or 
drink wine if he dislikes them or finds they do not agree with his 
health, but to imagine that abstention will accelerate one’s 
spiritual progress is a theory which stamps the person who holds 
it either as a fool or a hypocrite ; for we have the best authority 
for knowing that it is not that which goeth in at the mouth that 
defileth, but that which cometh out from i t ; and people who 
adopt asceticism from so-called religious motives are no more 
free from the habit of slandering and backbiting than are meat
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eaters or drinkers of wine ; on the contrary, taken as a whole, 
they are far more prone than the ordinary person to self-righteous- 
ness and the habit of condemning those who do not see eye to 
•eye with them.

Aristotle said that temperance was the only virtue that had 
an excess (drunkenness) but no d efect; but if Aristotle were 
alive now he would say that its defect was total abstinence.

After this necessary digression, let us return to the considera- 
tion of the terms “ Occult ”  and “ Mystic,”  and examine the 
derivation of the words.

I I I .  M y s t i c  o r  O c c u l t

“ Occult ” is a Latin word meaning hidden or secret. Occult- 
ism is the study or knowledge of hidden or secret things, in other 
words mysteries.

“ Mystic ” is derived from the Greek word, fj.varrji;, which means 
one initiated into the mysteries. But the false teachers referred 
to above declare that initiation into the mysteries is the object 
and result of training along the Occult path.

The truth of the whole matter is that Occultism means the 
knowledge and understanding of Spiritual truths. But this 
understanding requires Spiritual perception or intuition, and 
cannot be comprehended by purely intellectual faculties, though 
intellect may be used afterwards to give form to the formless, 
to clothe the concepts in definite ideas, to bring the abstract down 
to the concrete. It can only be attained, however, in the first 
instance by a person possessing that Spiritual perception or 
intuition, in other words by a mystic.

Therefore every mystic is also an occultist, but there is no 
such thing as being an occultist without being a mystic ; for 
although many people who are not mystics may study Occultism 
from books, this does not make them occultists.

The only other point that need be added is that being a real 
mystic involves living up to one’s knowledge and principles ; in 
other words, one may study Occultism but one becomes a mystic 
through the gradual process of soul-growth.

The real truth about the two Paths is that in some egos, 
usually the masculine ones, intellect takes the lead and the 
emotional development follows it more or less closeljTpvwhile 
in the rest, chiefly the feminine egos, emotional development 
takes the lead. This is why as a rule women are more intuitive 
than men, for intuition is a faculty of the heart, not of the brain.
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IV. WHERE ARE THE My STICS ?

A writer in the O ccult  R ev iew  some three years ago once 
concluded an article by asking the question: Where were the 
occultists ? If there were any people possessing the super­
normal powers which it was claimed could be developed, why did 
they not show themselves ?

The answer is quite simple. There are very few living people 
who have attained superconsciousness, and those who have do 
not write to the papers about it. On the contrary, the Occult 
Law is that when a person has attained superconsciousness he 
is no longer allowed to write or speak publicly ; his work must 
be done in secret and in silence, and he usually has to live apart 
from the crowd for obvious reasons.

But if his work should necessitate his mixing for a time with 
the crowd, he would in self-defence naturally conceal the fact 
that he possessed any supernormal faculties, otherwise his exist- 
ence would become unbearable. Therefore he would certainly 
Camouflage himself as an ordinary materialist, and any people 
who came in contact with him would notice nothing unusual 
about him.

The real mystics do not found occult societies or fancy 
religions, nor claim infallibility for their utterances.

It takes a mystic to recognize a mystic.
Again, many people have distorted ideas of Spiritual values. 

Some consider that a mystic or occultist must necessarily possess 
all sorts of psychic faculties, such as clairvoyance, clairaudience, 
the power of psychic healing, the faculty of psychometry, the 
capacity to foretell the future or read past lives.

They fail to realize that the possession of psychic faculties 
is not necessarily any guarantee of Spirituality. No two mystics 
are alike. One may be naturally a psychic healer, another may 
be a psychometrist, a third may have none of these obvious gifts ; 
but all mystics have necessarily developed intuition to a very 
high degree, and reliable intuition is a greater power than all the 
other psychic faculties, because it is the stepping-stone to super­
consciousness.

On the other hand, some people who have psychic faculties 
of the lower and mediumistic variety are not at all Spiritual or 
highly evolved.

* H



B y  L E W IS SPENCE, A uthor o f “  The Problem  of 
Atlantis,” “  A tlantis in Am erica,” etc.

TRADITIONS OF ATLAN TIS IN BRITAIN

RECENT investigation has led me to the belief that a considerable 
body of traditional and legendary material associated with the 
former existence and fall of Atlantis is to be discovered in the 
ancient records of Britain. This is not surprising, for it is clear 
that the continent of Atlantis cannot have been far distant from 
our island. In any case, the myths and tales of cataclysms and 
submergence of land preserved in early British literature appear 
to point conclusively to some such catastrophe as that to which 
Plato alludes in his account of Atlantis and its downfall. In the 
ancient books of Wales and Ireland there exist traditions which, 
if compared with the myth of Atlantis, cannot be accounted for 
by any other theory than that they were originally derived from it.

The traditional material in the ancient books of Wales which 
deals with the subject of lands submerged by cataclysm is of such 
extent that to contain it in its entirety a large volume would be 
needed. Before attempting a justification of the theory that 
the flood-legends of Wales relate to the Atlantean catastrophe, we 
may, perhaps, examine a few of the better known of these.

In the book of Caradoc of Nantgarvan, which dates from the 
twelfth Century, and the book of Jeval Brechva, Thomas Jones of 
Tregam in 1601 found certain verses known as the Triads of the 
Isle of Britain. These were printed by the Rev. Edward Davies 
in his Celtic Researches (London, 1804). Under the caption of 
“ The Three Awful Events of the Isle of Britain,”  we read that 
these catastrophes consisted of :

First, the bursting of the lake of waters, and the over- 
whelming of the face of all lands ; so that all mankind were 
drowned, excepting Dwyvan and Dwyvach, who escaped in a 
naked vessel (without sails) and from them the Island of Britain 
was re-peopled.

‘ ‘ The second was the consternation of the tempestuous fire, 
when the Earth split asunder to Annwn (the lower region) and 
the greater part of all living was consumed.

The third was the scorching summer, when the woods and 
plants were set on fire by the intense heat of the Sun, and multi­

ss



TRAD1TIONS OF ATLANTIS IN BR1TAIN 99

tudes of men and beasts and kinds of birds, and reptiles, and 
trees, and plants were irrecoverably lost.”

The deluge alluded to in the first triad was the bursting of the 
Lake of Llyn Llion. Practically the same story is recounted of 
Llyn Tegid, near Bala in Merionethshire, and, as the late Sir 
John Rhys remarked, *' probably all the other lakes of Wales 
were supposed to have had inhabitants wealthy in heads of cattle, 
and in our time each mere is supposed to have been formed by the 
subsidence of a city, whose bells may even now be at times heard 
merrily pealing.”

That the memory of a submerged land should be so universal 
in Wales surely indicates a tradition most ancient and deep- 
seated. “  The Druids,” says Davies, “  represented the deluge 
under the figure of a lake, called Llyn Llion, the waters of which 
burst forth and overwhelmed the face of the whole earth. Hence 
they regarded a lake as a just Symbol of the deluge. But the 
deluge itself was viewed, not merely as an instrument of punish- 
ment to destroy the wicked inhabitants of the globe, but also as a 
divine lustration, which washed away the bane of corruption and 
purified the earth for the reception of the just ones, or of the 
deified patriarch and his family. Consequently, it was deemed 
peculiarly sacred, and communicated its distinguishing character 
to those lakes and bays by which it was locally represented.”

The Lake of Llion, then, in the minds of the Welsh of the 
twelfth Century stood for a mythic symbol of deluge and catas- 
trophe by water. Of a somewhat different dass is the tradition 
of the Cantref Gwaelod, or the “  Submerged Hundred,” which 
recounts how the Plain of Gwyddneu was drowned. This, says 
Professor Lloyd, “ first makes its appearance in a poem in the 
Black Book of Carmarthen.” It appears that the Plain of 
Gwyddneu was overwhelmed by the sea by reason of the wicked- 
ness of its inhabitants, who had given themselves up to eating 
and drinking and insolent pride of heart. The person who let 
loose this judgment upon the land was a maiden, perhaps called 
Margaret (“  Mererid ” ), who at a time of feasting suffered the 
waters of a magical well which was under her Charge to escape and 
overflow the country round. For the germ of the modern legend, 
which is in many ways a very different one, we have to look to the 
third series of Triads, belonging to the sixteenth Century ; the 
third of the Three Arrant Drunkards of Britain (a festive group un- 
known to the older triadic literature) is there said to be Seithennin 
the Drunkard, King of Dyfed, who in his cups let the sea loose 
over the Lowland Hundred, a region of fair cities and the patri-
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mony of Gwyddno Garanhir, King of Ceredigion. The well 
maiden has now disappeared, Seithennin has become the author 
of the mischief, and the drowned kingdom is no longer his, but 
that of his neighbour Gwyddno.

Davies quotes the record of the catastrophe as given in the 
Triads:

“ Seithinin the Drunkard, the son of Seithin Saidi, King of 
Dyved, in his liquor let in the sea, over Cantre’r Gwaelod, so as 
to destroy all the houses and lands of the place, where prior to 
that event, there had been sixteen cities, the best of all the towns 
and cities of Wales, excepting Caerleon upon Usk. This district 
was the dominion of Gwyddnaw Garanhir, King of Cardigiawn. 
The event happened in the time of Emrys, the sovereign. The 
men who escaped the inundation came to land in Ardudwy, in the 
regions of Arvon, and in the mountains of Snowdon, and other 
places which had hitherto been uninhabited.”

This legend is, of course, nothing more than a Welsh Version 
of the legend of Ys, the submerged city of Brittany, the story of 
which is told in my Legends of Brittany, or it would probably be 
more correct to say that both tales have a common origin, and 
are deeply imbedded in the Celtic tradition of the past. Be it 
noted, moreover, that both agree with the Atlantis tradition in the 
circumstance that the land was overwhelmed in consequence of 
the wickedness of its inhabitants.

A similar story is told of Lake Savadda in Brecknockshire. 
Such traditions of the submersion of cities in the lakes of the 
country, or of populous districts by the intrusion of the sea, are 
current all over Wales. These legends are obviously not accounts 
of actual historical occurrences, but memories of some far-distant 
catastrophe which overtook the Celtic race in another environ- 
ment.

In the poem of the bard Taliesin called “  The Spirits of the 
Deep, ’ Arthur, in his mythological character, is alluded to in 
Connection with a great deluge or similar catastrophe. The 
composition in question is obscure in verbiage and import, and 
evidently, as Turner observes, "  involved in mythology.” Davies 
believed the poem to allude “  to the mysteries of the British 
Bacchus and Ceres,” which were connected with “  diluvian 
mythology,” but admits that " another hand might be more 
dexterous inmoving the rusty wards which guard these mysteries. 

e poem states that ‘ ‘ Thrice the number that would have filled 
rydwen (Arthur s ship) we entered into the deep ; excepting 

seven, none have returned to Caer Sidi ”  (Place of the Circle).
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The second stanza of this mysterious song proceeds to praise 
the lore, or mystic knowledge, “ which was four times reviewed 
in the quadrangular enclosure.”  “  We went,”  it concludes, 
“ with Arthur in his splendid labours.”  Farther on, the bard 
sings: “ In the quadrangular enclosure, in the island with the 
strong door, the twilight and the pitchy darkness were mixed 
together.”

This passage, and that which precedes it, appear to me to 
enshrine a vivid memory of the Atlantean tradition. The reader 
will recollect that in Plato’s account the city of Atlantis was 
said to be divided into zones or circles of land and water, and in 
my book of The Problem of Atlantis, I brought a great deal of 
proof to bear that the circular plan of Atlantis was copied in 
many subsequent city-sites. The passage which summed up 
these resemblances is as follows : “  Starting then from a know­
ledge of the Atlantean design as described in Plato, we find that 
is reflected not only in that of Carthage, but in numerous other 
ancient sites scattered over the length and breadth of those 
areas where we might expect to find architectural remains 
approximating to the Atlantean model— on the one hand along 
the entire Stretch of the Mediterranean, and on the other 
along the sea-coasts of the Western Atlantic, to Britain and 
Ireland.”

The fifth stanza of this weird lay also casts further light upon 
its Atlantean significance : “ I will not redeem the multitudes 
with trailing shields. They knew not on what day the stroke 
would be given, nor what hour in the serene day, Cwy (‘ the 
agitated person ’) would be born, or who prevented his going into 
the dales of Devwy (‘ the possession of the water ’). They know 
not the brindled ox with the thick head-band, having seven score 
knobs in his collar.”

This obviously refers to the populace of a country uncon- 
sciously awaiting the shock of catastrophe by deluge. As 
regards the allusion to the ox, “  in almost every British memorial 
of the deluge,” writes Davies, “  the ox is introduced.” The ox 
or bull was, it will be recalled, the sacred animal worshipped and 
sacrificed in Atlantis.

The song quoted above evidently refers to the escape from 
deluge of a Company of persons under the leadership of the 
mythological Arthur. These were, it would seem, the leaders or 
aristocracy of the island alluded to, who had little or no anxiety 
for the populace, and saved themselves by flight. The circular 
or quadrangular nature of the city they abandoned is mentioned,
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and it is hinted that from it they carried with them the memory 
and apparatus of their sacred mysteries.

But do we find in the ancient Welsh tradition any reminis- 
cence more definite of the lost Atlantis, reminiscences which 
would justify us in saying that our British forefathers associated 
the tradition of a submerged country with a region in the Atlantic ? 
These appear to be indicated in the legends relating to Arthur and 
Lyones or Lyonesse and the Isle of Avalion.

In the first place it is clear that the Lake Llion, whose legend 
we have already discussed, is nothing more or less than a symbol 
of oceanic submergence adapted to a Welsh locality— that indeed 
the traditions relating to Lake Llion and Lyonesse have a common 
origin. Nor will it be difficult to prove that Lake Llion, Lyonesse, 
Avalion and Atlantis are merely names for one and the same 
oceanic locality.

Let us examine first the traditions associated with the Isle of 
Avallon. The site of Avallon was regarded by the Celts of 
Britain as lying in the Western ocean. The name has been 
explained as implying Insula Pomorum, or the Isle of Apples, 
although the spelling of the word with two ll’s rather seems to 
signify “  Isle of Apple Trees.”  B y Geoffrey of Monmouth it was 
equated with the dragon-guarded Isle of the Hesperides. A 
similar account of it is given by an anonymous poet cited in 
Ian Morti’s edition of Geoffrey, the verses being ascribed by Usher 
to the British bard Gildas. From internal evidence in these 
poems, and from William of Malmesbury, it appears that the 
Insula Avallonia or Ynys Avallach signified the island belonging 
to a king Avallach, who resided there with his daughter. This 
Avallach is identified by the Harleian MS as the son of Beli and 
Annu, and by Rhys with Evalach, the wounded fisher king of 
the Grail Legend.

Atlantis, it is needless to say, has been again and again 
identified with the Island of the Hesperides which contained the 
sacred apples, so that the association of Avallon with that insular 
paradise equates the British with the Platonic locality, and 
Avallon seems to be revealed as the Atlantis of Plato. If the 
equation be justified, we must then be prepared to find in Aval­
lach, the king of the island, Atlas in his British form, and in Beli 
and Annu, his parents, the Greek Poseidon and Cleito of the 
Platonic tradition.

Seeking for the moment for further associations between the 
localities of Avallon and Atlantis, before we deal with their 
respective rulers and inhabitants, we find in the Grail legend of
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the " Revolving Castle ”  entered by Peredur, an incident pecu- 
liarly Atlantean. This is to be found in the Welsh Seint Greal. 
The passage runs thus :

“  And they rode through the wild forests, and from one forest 
to another until they arrived on clear ground outside the forest. 
And then they beheld a castle coming within their view on level 
ground in the middle of a meadow ; and around the castle flowed 
a large river, and inside the castle they beheld large spacious halls 
with Windows large and fair. They drew nearer towards the 
castle, and they perceived the castle tuming with greater speed 
than the fastest wind they had ever known. And above, on the 
castle, they saw archers shooting so vigorously, that no armour 
would protect against one of the discharges they made. Besides 
this, there were men there blowing in horns so vigorously, that 
one might think one feit the ground tremble. At the gates were 
lions, in iron chains, roaring and howling so violently that one 
might fancy the forest and the castle uprooted by them.”

This Revolving Castle Rhys unhesitatingly equates with the 
Castle of the Grail, the abode of the fisher king. We find this 
mysterious stronghold mentioned also in one of the poems of 
Taliesin, in which he says :

Perfect is my chair in Caer Sidi:
Plague and age hurt him not who’s in it—
They know, Manawydan and Pryderi.
Three Organs round a fire sing before it,
And about its points are ocean’s streams 
And the abundant well above it—
Sweeter than white wine the drink in it.

The name "C aer S id i” signifies “ circular” or "revolving 
place ” and is identified by Rhys with the “ Revolving Castle ” 
alluded to above. Now this Caer Sidi was mentioned as the 
insular locality abandoned by Arthur and his companions on the 
occurrence of a deluge. This, therefore, identifies the Revolving 
Castle with an oceanic locality once overwhelmed by deluge. 
The circumstances of the legend seem to associate it with a 
locality prone to cataclysm, and in the whole we appear to have 
an indubitable memory of the Atlantean site. It is situated 
‘ on level ground in the middle of a plain or meadow,” as was 

Atlantis, and, like it, is surrounded by a mighty ditch or fosse. 
The ground trembles and the castle whirls, as if in the throes of 
an earthquake. The lions which surround it typify the natural 
forces of destruction. Its site is, according to the poem, of an 
insular character. " About it are ocean’s streams.” “  The word
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used,” says Rhys, “ is banneu or ban ”  (meaning points) and this 
connects the place with the Benwyk of Arthurian romance, the 
island kingdom of King Ban. It also implies that it had four 
comers or angles, which seems to associate it with the ‘ Isle of the 
Four Precious Walls ’ in the Irish saga of ‘ The Voyage of Mael- 
dune.’ ” These walls met in the centre, and consisted respec- 
tively of gold, silver, copper and crystal. This is Atlantis over 
again, the several walls of which were constructed of gold, silver, 
and orichalcum, or copper. Let us compare Plato’s account with 
that of the Welsh Seint Greal.

(1) In the Welsh account Peredur rode through wild forests, 
“  from one forest to another.”  Plato says that the country sur- 
rounding Atlantis was deeply afforested.

(2) The Revolving Castle is situated on level ground in the 
middle of a meadow. Atlantis was built “ on a level plain.”

(3) Around the Revolving Castle “ flowed a large river.” 
“  The plain,” says Plato, “  was encompassed by a mighty ditch 
or fosse, which received the mountain streams and the outflow 
of the canals.”

(4) Caer Sidi is “ The Revolving or Circular Place.” 
Atlantis was also built in circular form.

(5) “ I will not redeem the multitudes with trailing shields,” 
says the singer in “ The Spoils of the Deep,” speaking of the people 
of Caer Sidi. The landowner in Atlantis, says Plato, “  was bound 
to furnish the sixth part of a war-chariot, so as to make up ten 
thousand chariots, two horses and riders upon them, a light chariot 
without a seat and an attendant and charioteer, two heavily- 
armed infantrymen, two archers, two slingers, three stone- 
shooters, three javelin-men, and four sailors, to make up the 
complement of twelve hundred ships.”

(6) “ They ” (the multitude, the plebeians) “ know not the 
brindled ox with the thick head-band.” “  Near the temple of 
Poseidon in Atlantis,” says Plato, “  grazed the sacred bulls, and 
these the ten kings of the island periodically offered up in sacri- 
fice. . . . They put on azure robes and judged offenders. 
They were, in short, an aristocracy of the cult of the bull or ox, 
a worship unknown to the multitude.

Perhaps these comparisons render more clear the Atlantean 
origins of the Welsh legends of Caer Sidi and Avallon, and we may 
now proceed to examine still other British myths which deal with 
insular or submerged localities, in the hope of finding further 
evidence.

The sea to the Celts was the pathway to the Otherworld,
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a notion which is to be encountered in many mythologies, and the 
Celtic Place of the Dead is invariably located in the Western 
ocean. Thus it appears probable that the place to which all souls 
were supposed to depart after death was associated with a locality 
formerly inhabited by the living, the Place of the Ancestors, the 
original home. Early man invariably believed that after death 
he would join his ancestors in an environment of unterrestrial 
bliss. The genius of this country is a Dame Liones, the owner of 
a Castle Perilous, hard by the Isle of Avallon. Rhys attaches her 
country to the west coast of Cornwall, “  lying somewhere under 
the sea, between Lundy and the Isles of Scilly.”  The name 
Liones or Lyonesse, of course, equates with that of the mythical 
lake Llyn Llion, which was supposed to have overwhelmed the 
world in its bursting, and, as has already been mentioned, it can 
be associated with the sunken Land of Ys, of Breton legend. 
But it also seems to me to have an etymological as well as a tradi- 
tional connection with Atlantis. Indeed, I believe the name 
Atlantis to be merely a Hellenized Version of the Celtic Llyn Llion 
or Lyonesse, just such a form, indeed, as the Greeks would give 
to a Celtic name.

Atlas can readily enough be associated with the gods of 
Britain. He was of the Titan breed, and the brother of Albion, 
who, like him, was a son of Poseidon. Albion was the original 
tutelary god of Britain. Both Atlas and Albion contested the 
Western passage of Heracles. According to Pomponius Mela, 
Albion with his brother Iberius (the god of Ireland) the sons of 
Poseidon, challenged and fought the Greek demi-god near Arles. 
Albion is also that Alba, from which Scotland takes her name of 
Albany. There was thus a family or gens of Titans connected 
with the Western ocean, and if Albion and Iberius can be associ­
ated with the British Isles, to which, indeed, their names .̂ till 
powerfully adhere, it is only reasonable to assume that Atlas 
was also once the tutelary divinity of a Western land in the ocean 
with which myth persistently connects his name. Albion 
(Britain), Iberius (Ireland), Atlas (Atlantis). The sequence is 
precise, and it is hard to believe that if the two former names were 
attached to islands still extant that the third can be regarded as 
the deity of a locality which existed only in the mythical imagina- 
tion, especially as the personages alluded to had the same pro- 
genitor, and all belonged to one and the same gens. There is no 
example in mythi-history of a clan of ancestral figures issuing from 
one eponymous ancestor, some members of which were attached 
to actual and the rest to mythical localities. Search the pages of
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the Old Testament, the Rig-Veda, the Eddas— any body of 
traditional writings which supply ancestral genealogies— and 
nowhere in their pages can such an anomaly be encountered.

Let us examine the Greek myth of Geryon, lord of an Atlantic 
isle, a story which has Celtic equivalents. Geryon was the ruler 
of the island of Erytheia, and was furnished with three heads, 
and a corresponding number of hands and feet. He was the 
owner of numerous herds of magnificent cattle of a purple-red 
colour which grazed near the Lands of the Sun, that is in the 
West, for his isle of Erytheia was situated in the Western ocean, 
beyond the Pillars of Heracles, and enjoyed a salubrious climate. 
Heracles, in the course of his labours, sailed to the island in the 
golden bowl of the Sun, or the vessel in which the Sun was imagined 
to float back to the east during the night hours.

On landing in the island Heracles was attacked by Geryon’s 
dog, Orthus, and his herdsman Eurytion, and slew both. Geryon, 
hearing of this, hastened after Heracles and attacked him, but was 
likewise slain by the hero, who then drove the cattle to the shore 
and with his horned spoil and Geryon’s daughter safely embarked 
in the golden bowl.

In almost precisely the same manner, Cuchulainn, the Irish 
Heracles, carries off the cows and daughter of King Mider of the 
Inis Fer Falga, or Island of the Men of Falga. But more to the 
point is the circumstance that both Geryon and Mider, who 
resided in Atlantic islands, were, like Atlanteans, possessed of 
a herd of sacred cattle.

We see, then, that the Atlantic island of British Celtic myth is 
in many of its circumstances the parallel of Atlantis. Not only 
is it an insular locality, but it boasted a city, Caer Sidi, which was 
built, like Atlantis, in circular form, surrounded by a great fosse, 
or canal, garrisoned by heavily-armed infantrymen, and its 
worship was connected in some manner with sacred cattle. We 
know, too, that it was regarded as having been overwhelmed by 
a flood or other cataclysm of nature.

The native myths of Britain contain further references to 
cataclysmic insular disturbances than those already referred to 
and associated more with volcanic or seismic upheaval than with 
flood. Plutarch in his De Defectu Oraculorum alludes to one of 
them as follows : “ Demetrius further said, that of the islands 
around Britain many lie scattered about uninhabited, of which 
some are named after deities and heroes. He told us also that, be- 
ing sent by the emperor with the object of reconnoitring and 
mspecting, he went to the island which lay nearest to those unin-



habited, and found it occupied by a few inhabitants, who were, 
however, sacrosanct and inviolable in the eyes of the Britons. 
Soon after his arrival a great disturbance of the atmosphere took 
place, accompanied by many portents, by the winds bursting 
forth into hurricanes, and by fiery bolts falling. When it was 
over, the islanders said that some one of the mighty had passed 
away. . . . Moreover, there is there, they said, an island in 
which Cronus is imprisoned, with Briaerus keeping guard over 
him as he sleeps, for, as they put it, sleep is the bond forged for 
Cronus. They add that around him are many deities, his hench- 
men and attendants.”

Now this myth is of great importance from more than one 
point of view. In the first place, it refers to “  islands around 
Britain,” many of which are called after gods and heroes. Man 
and Skye, for example, are so named. But some were unin- 
habited. Why ? In all probability because at that period such 
volcanic or seismic disturbances as that described in the above 
passage were of constant occurrence. The islanders believed 
these storms and eruptions to be connected in some manner with 
the dead, that is, with those who dwelt in the west. Further, 
the allusion to Cronus as being imprisoned in a still more distant 
island “ with Briaerus keeping guard over him as he sleeps,” is, 
as Rhys justly remarks, a parallel with the sleep of Arthur in 
Avallon, the island which I have already shown to be in all likeli- 
hood one and the same with Atlantis. Nennius, too, describes 
how Benlli, a British giant, having resisted St. Germanus, was, 
together with his entire court, burnt to ashes by fire from heaven. 
Now Benlli is also associated with the island of Ynys Benlli, or 
Bardsey, the locality in which Merlin disappeared in his house or 
ship of glass, and it too has been equated with Avallon.

Thus we find practically all the broader and more general 
circumstances of Plato’s account of Atlantis duplicated in British 
tradition— the belief in the submergence of a former insular 
marine locality situated in the west, its destruction by flood, 
volcanic, or seismic agency, its possession of a city built in a 
certain peculiar manner, and having a religious cult connected 
with cattle. The irresistible conclusion is that Atlantean refugees, 
or emigrants who had come closely in touch with them, must at 
some period have settled on British soil, and that the impression 
of the great catastrophe which had befallen their ancestors in the 
Atlantean continent remained undimmed for centuries, acquiring 
a literary and religious significance which mere legend could never 
have achieved.
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M O D E R N  E V O L U T I O N  I N  E T H I C S

B y  j . c . w r i g h t , f .r .s .l .

NOTWITHSTANDING the discord of life, harmony is dominant. 
Granted the existence of God, this must ever be so. There is 
no room for pessimism. We cannot ignore the purposefulness 
of life, and with this there must be progression. In ethics the 
same law holds good ; there is a constant striving after some- 
thing higher, a constant effort to attain something more. With- 
out this desire there cannot be what Matthew Arnold aptly 
termed “ the power that makes for righteousness.” There are 
opposing forces waged against the will, which too frequently 
elects to choose the grosser side of life ; but these opposing 
forces exert a disciplinary influence. Indeed, from the events 
of everyday life we are constantly learning that “  not until the 
straw of worldly treasure do thresh the husk of this our worldly 
flesh awray and leave the soul uncovered,” do we reach those 
moral heights for which we strive.

In the consideration of the evolution of ethics the freedom 
of the will forms a starting point. It is the basis of our relation- 
ship with God ; it is the foundation of moral activity. To a 
man striving after God there can be no fatalism. And freedom 
invites choice, which implies the power of raising or lowering 
the moral and spiritual Standard. Once admit that a man is 
not free, and we are surrounded by difficulties. If we believe 
in cause and effect we cannot ascribe to God those evils of which 
He, in His wisdom, has made it possible for us to be the master. 
For, let it be remembered that we frequently blame Providence 
(with a Capital P) for evils that are preventable. We know now 
that the ravages of plague of the olden days were caused by the 
neglect of sanitary laws ; dirt and disease were usually allied. 
If we would get all the good we can from Nature, we must follow 

e r , we must obey her if we would extract her sweetness and 
be partakers of her joy.

Now, freedom implies progress. According to Mazzini, reli- 
gion means an absolute faith in progress. How can it be other- 
wise Slowly, step by Step, God evolves Man. There can be 
? ° ,  â-ck. The trend of humanity is upward. “ The

u o lvine promise has opened, and its perfume fills the
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world.” There is the consciousness in the heart of man thathe 
is made for something better, for God has appealed to him by 
the revelation of His love. The shackles of the Schools have 
been broken ; doctrinal disputations are regarded of little mo- 
ment, and we study the past to see how the present has grown 
out of it.

Perhaps no phase of modern life is so strongly marked as 
that which affects the social side of man. The term brother- 
hood has become so common that we are in danger of losing its 
real significance. It is acknowledged that God is the All-Father, 
that all are His children by this cult of belief. He is ever pre­
sent. He would have us to understand His will, which implies 
freedom to work out His purposes. The impulse, the desire to 
seek God, comes from within. The outer world avails little. 
Circumstances are subordinate factors. At the same time, 
environment and associations cannot be ignored. But there 
must be a concentration of forces to achieve the purpose of life. 
The necessity for action will follow : herein lies the practical 
side of the question, for to resist evil is no passive child’s play. 
And life becomes satisfactory in proportion to the acceptance 
of all circumstances that conduce to that end, and the rejection 
of everything that will have a contrary effect.

Now, pressure in all life must have an outlet, and in man 
this is exhibited in work. Life, indeed, signifies work of some 
kind. True happiness lies there. To feel there is no impelling 
power, no force urging us forward to accomplish something 
greater than we have hitherto accomplished, means not only 
disappointment, but ultimate despair. And it is found that this 
something is, at its best, activity. It may exert itself in unpro­
ductive effort, for even laziness cannot be endured if it means 
passiveness. At whatever point, then, we regard life we observe 
indications of pressure in some form. Inertia cannot exist.

Yet let us take a step forward. We have not only body and 
mind to consider, but a something we call soul. Here, we are 
in a world of mystery, yet it is, nevertheless, a real world which 
we cannot ignore. Nay, we must regard it as the supremest 
factor of life. Here we have activity of the highest order. 
Strangely enough, it is sometimes found at its best when the 
physical side of life is low. There is then a greater desire to be 
lifted above the sordidness of life ; we do not rest content with 
present conditions, and want to reach a path which will lead us 
to something better. Thus we find we are being urged onwards 
by some driving power we do not understand. Paul, the Apostle,
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experienced this spiritual pressure when he said : “ I press on 
towards the goal, unto the prize of the high calling of God.” 
In this evolutionary process we move towards the higher from 
the lower, towards the more complex from the simpler.

Nor must the element of freedom be forgotten. In these 
days of machinery we must bear in mind that liberty must 
express itself, or personality may become curbed, and personality 
has a seif to realize, and can live only with freedom. This liberty 
must not be associated with licence : it must be rational and 
ethical. Thus we shall come step by step to realize the purpose 
of life.

In this endeavour the individual soul will become linked with 
the vaster thought, the fuller Service of humanity. In the pro­
cess there are always dangers lurking, and if there be a sense of 
satisfaction the spiritual side may deteriorate. On the other 
hand, by realizing a sense of Service, by adjusting everything to 
the circumstances of life, we may realize a double blessing, for 
the recipient will radiate his influence on others, while he himself 
will be the richer.



A  D A Y L I G H T  V I S I O N

By miss m. e. scarr

FOR some time the knowledge has been graduaUy dawning upon 
me that I must surely be one of those “  uncanny ” people who 
are spoken of as “  psychic.” All my life I have seen visions 
and dreamed dreams : dreams which afterwards came true, I 
mean; and sometimes dreams which told me things of which 
in my waking moments I was quite ignorant.

My latest is a vision— to me a most important and beautiful 
one. I am— by way of religion— an Anglo-Catholic, and for 
some years I have been in the habit of attending the “  Early 
Service ” generally two or three mornings in the week.

One Monday morning I went to church as was my wont, 
but sat alone half-way down the aisle while the others of the 
congregation (with the exception of a stranger who came late 
and sat some distance behind me) were in the Lady Chapel in 
front of me and much closer to the altar.

Well, the Service proceeded just as usual until after the 
Celebration. There was nothing, so far as I was aware, to dis- 
tinguish it from any other morning, either in myself or my 
surroundings. I was not feeling particularly good, or especially 
the reverse.

Suddenly I became aware of what looked like a cloud of dust 
forming over the heads of the worshippers in front of me.

I watched— quite indifferently at first— (I think I have 
noticed something of the same thing in church before, when 
the sun has suddenly flashed through a window and seemed to 
show up the specks of dust in the air) then— with intense and 
breathless amazement. Wonder of wonders! A form !— a 
Spiritual Being ! was being created under my very eyes ! !

The “ dust ”  seemed to close up first into quite a dense cloud ; 
then, quickly and easily, it thinned out, forming the body and 
trailing away into the shape of the legs. Then the final miracle 
— a most perfect girl’s face appeared before my bewildered gaze.

There the figure was suspended in the air— practically motion- 
less— above the worshippers ; as real to my bodily eyes as was 
the priest at the altar, or the people who— all unknowing—
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prayed beneath it. Instinctively I did what— now I come to 
think of it— is, I believe, supposed to be quite the correct course 
of procedure on such occasions. I “  rubbed my eyes and asked 
myself if I were dreaming.”

When I looked again the Vision was still there. Then—" I 
was not dreaming after all,”  I concluded, and continued to kneel 
and gaze— awestruck and spellbound.

Then I remembered the person behind me, and looked round 
to see if she seemed aware of the presence of this supematural 
being ; but, no, her head was bent down and she was apparently 
deep in her devotions. As far as I can judge, the figure stayed 
there for about five minutes, and then began to disintegrate in 
just the same easy, natural way in which it had formed.

First the head and then the legs began to break up, as it 
were, until the shape was lo s t; but the particles so dispersed 
went back to the body, which then looked again like a rather 
big cloud as it had done at first.

B y this time every one had left the church. I looked round 
and saw the old verger at the back, so went to him and said,

I say, Mr. Brown, have you ever seen anything like that be- 
fore ? pointing to the cloud which was still visible but gradually 
becoming less distinct.

“ Eh ! W h at! ”  said the old man.
Look, I said, “ don’t you see that cloud just over the 

picture of the Madonna ? Have you ever seen anything like it 
before ? ”

No, that I haven’t,”  he replied; and went off to inspect 
i more closely ; while I left the church, having satisfied myself 
rom is manner that there really was something left, even then, 

a^ °  *be verger» as well as myself, appeared unusual.
ow am quite aware that at this point I must expect people 

° sm ie indulgently and talk about “  some people being of a 
more highly imaginative turn of mind than others,” etc., etc. 

e ’ a e ^*s*on existed only in my imagination— the out- 
ome possibly of having just listened to the words “  Therefore 

with angels and archangels and all the Company of Heaven ”
T St0ry. W°Uld have been a verY different one to that which 
I have just recorded.

le a / w w l 5TSt Place’ 1 feel qrite sure I should have seen at 
counle ni ?Ures’ not one- Then I should have given each a

“ X  X r c S t a - l ' X  ft ces- bri^ -  “ dwhereas +v,;c t n y  bave been turned towards the altar, 
ace was turned away from the altar— looking to-
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wards the n a v e ; and though it was a beautiful, calm, sweet 
face— the expression seemed to me distinctly sad.

When afterwards I related the story to our Vicar, his first 
remark was, “  Had it wings ? ”  "  Oh ! no,”  I rephed. “ Now
I come to t.hink of it, it had not.”  "  Then it must have been 
a Spirit, not an Angel,”  he replied.

(I suppose in the first instance I had spoken of having seen 
an Angel.)

This conversation was proof positive to myself, at any rate, 
that the Vision was no trick of my imagination. I should most 
certainly have imagined a pair of wings, I thought! ! Well, 
there is the story of my Daylight Vision.

It, and other experiences of a similar nature, have made the 
spiritual world much more real— more possible to me, and I am 
very grateful for such proof, and wish very much that I could 
pass on my experiences to those who find it difficult to believe 
in a future life.

“ Seeing is believing,” however, so unfortunately the most I 
can do is to write it down for others to believe or not as they 
are able.



H O W  A N D  F R O M  W H E N C E  ?

B y  A. L. P IP E R

IN the spring of 1915, Sir Oliver Lodge’s daughter, “ Violet,” 
was to be married; and as she and I had been fast and close 
friends for many years, it was her wish that I should be her 
bridesmaid. Accordingly, for this purpose— and also to visit 
another very old friend— I planned to sail from New York on 
the Lusitania on May ist. I should then arrive in England on 
or about the 8th, which would give me just nice time to complete 
arrangements before the date set for the wedding. Moreover, 
Captain Turner, the Commander of the Lusitania, was personally 
known to my family and myself, and had made our previous cross- 
ings with him particularly pleasant for us all. Thus everything 
appearing rather more than ordinarily propitious for my choice of 
this particular steamer, I forthwith engaged my passage in her.

I was looking forward to this return to England with great 
pleasure, and found it difficult to restrain my impatience during 
the time that must elapse between the completion of my plans 
for sailing and the Lusitania's departure. Rumours conceming 
the recent activity of German submarines were beginning to be 
circulated, but were regarded, when thought about at all, very 
lightly. For instance, when, two days before the sailing, I called 
for my ticket and chancing to meet one of the chief officials in the 
Boston office of the Cunard Company, asked him if he thought 
there was any danger from submarines, he laughed heartily and 
assured me that if such an unexpected contingency should arise, 
the stokers would put an extra shovelful or two of coal into the 
Lusitania s fumaces, when the fastest submarine afloat would 
not be able to catch her.

Such, then, was the state of affairs when, on the afternoon 
0 riday, April 30, I went over to New York in order to go on 
board early the following morning. On my arrival, I was met 

 ̂ a. ^ en<̂  wh°> after seeing my luggage safely deposited at 
e otel, took me out to dinner and afterward showed me 
e city by night. The time thus occupied passed quickly 

n p easantly, and it was close on midnight when I returned to 
o’Hnrb- W ere’ ,a*ter leaving instructions to be called at six
sonn T ^  Wfjlt lrectly  to my room, tired, but happy that so 
soon I should actually be on my way.
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Scarcely had the door closed behind me, however, when the 

most extraordinary feeling swept over me. I seemed to be in 
the grip of a terrible fear— fear unlike any I had ever known. A 
mysterious, terrifying Something seemed to be closing in about 
me, and I feit as if I was being suffocated. The longing to hear 
a human voice became unbearable, and three separate times I 
went to the telephone to call my family in Boston. Each time 
an unknown force seemed to restrain me, and in an agony of fear 
I tramped the floor. But fear of what ? I did not know. The 
thought of going to bed did not occur to me, although only a 
few minutes earlier I had feit so tired. I feared I had gone 
mad, and still that awful Thing, that nameless terror, step by 
step paced the room beside me. As I walked I had a vision. 
I saw myself in my berth on the Lusitania, and seemed to hear 
the words : “  If you once get in, you will never get out ! ”  Only 
that, nothing more. I tried to argue with myself, but Reason 
had deserted me and in its place left only Terror.

At last, as a faint light streaked the sky, I threw myself fully 
dressed on to the bed, but could not sleep, and long before the 
telephone bell shrilled its warning at six o’clock, I was again 
walking the floor trying vainly to rid myself of the feeling of 
suffocation that had remained with me all night. Suddenly the 
thought came to me : “ I won’t sail to-d ay; I ’ll cancel my 
passage and go straight back to Boston ! ”  And mad as the 
idea seemed, peace came with it.

Directly the Cunard office opened, I appeared and asked that 
my passage should be cancelled, but owing to the fact that the 
request was made so late, there was some demur about granting 
it. Determined, nevertheless, not to sail at any cost, I stated 
my decision definitely, and hurried back to the hotel to collect 
my luggage and catch the first train for Boston. When the clerk 
handed me my key, however, to my astonishment he said that 
some one was asking for me on the telephone, and on entering 
the box near by, I found it was a clerk in the Cunard office speak- 
mg. It appeared that owing to the enormous amount of luggage 
etc., the Lusitania had been detained until noon, and the telephone 
message was to ask if I would not reconsider my decision and 
sail on her after all. Again I feit the clutch of the nameless fear, 
for it seemed as if, in spite of all I could do, I should be put on 
that boat. Almost shrieking into the transmitter that I would 
not sail under any circumstance, I slammed up the receiver and 
tore upstairs to my room.

By that time I was quite beside myself, and, hurrying to
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my trunk, threw everything out of it helter-skelter on to the 
bed, in the mad belief that if anyone came to m y room in another 
attempt to persuade me to sail in the Lusitania, I should not be 
ready and therefore could not go. And there, with my things 
strewn about me, I waited until I heard the clocks strike twelve, 
and the big siren on the river blow. Then I knew that the big 
liner had at last weighed anchor, and was on her way without 
me. At that moment Reason retumed. Methodically and quite 
coolly now, I repacked m y trunk, summoned the porter, paid 
my bill, and, safely ensconced in a taxi, was soon on my way 
to the Grand Central Station. From there I cabled my friends 
in England of my seemingly mad change of plan, secured a 
ticket for Boston on the one o’clock Limited, and in a very few 
moments had the satisfaction of realizing that I was indeed home- 
ward bound.

It was not until we had left New York City well behind us 
that a possible explanation of m y unreasoning terror and subse- 
quent cancellation of all the plans to which for weeks I had looked 
forward so happily, was afforded me. A lady just in front of 
me, swung round her revolving chair so that the paper she was 
reading was directly before my eyes. There, on the front page, 
in enormous leaded type, I read the never-to-be-forgotten words 

“ Lusitania passengers wamed ! ” For a moment I stared 
without comprehending what I read. Then into m y benumbed 
brain slowly crept the meaning of the words !

It was not, however, until several days later that the full 
significance of my experience was vouchsafed me. My friends 

those who, knowing my eagerness to go, had seen me off to 
New York with flying colours—thought me hopelessly “ mad’ 
when I appeared so soon again among them, and to one or two 
of them I frankly admitted that if the Lusitania reached Liverpool 
safely, I should know that I was mad.

So the days passed, until Friday afternoon May 7, one day 
efore the Lusitania was due to reach Liverpool, when the 

telephone bell rang and a friend’s voice asked :
“ Have you heard the news ? The Lusitania has just been 

sunk off Queenstown ! ”



CORRESPONDENCE
[The natne and address of the writer,not necessarily for publication, 

is required as evidence of bona fides, and must in every case 
accompany correspondence sent for insertion in the pages of 
the Occult R e v ie w .— E d.]

REINCARNATION.

To the Editor of the Occult R eview .

Dear Sir,— “  Musician ” not only asserts that as a man sows, etc., 
but also that " where a man sows there shall he reap.”  I do not see 
that this necessarily follows. As every one knows, it’s the motive, 
not the physical act, that counts.

He says my Statement that the physical body cannot sin would 
work out disastrously in practice. This doesn’t alter the fact. Every 
act is preceded by thought, desire, or impulse.

“ Musician ” maintains that “ for a man to be born in an excellent 
family,” etc., is evidence that “ he is reaping as he has sown.” What 
about Nero, King John, Henry VIII, Louis XIV and others ? Were 
they saints in their previous earth life ? Per contra, were the martyrs 
who have suffered in the past reaping what they sowed ? We reap 
on the astral what we sow on the physical.

Will “ Musician” explain why so many people who have plentyof 
this world’s goods are far from being very spiritual characters ? If 
they are reaping as they have sown, how is it their characters have 
not progressed concurrently with their earthly position ? Look at 
our divorce courts, to go no further.

Your correspondent apparently takes human reincarnation for 
granted. I am unable to accept it, and would prefer proof to assertion.

Claude Trevor is absolutely convinced of the truth of human 
reincarnation because it explains to him the apparent injustice of 
the inequalities of life. The drawback is we have no recollection or 
knowledge of why we are suffering. Cannot Karma be worked off 
in the spirit or astral world in full consciousness of why we are suffering; 
rather than as here, where we are unconscious of the cause ? Which 
is the more just ? Admitted that our present life is the outcome of 
our previous impersonal existences on earth. But once individualized 
there is no further need for physical incarnation. Nature is not so 
restricted in its operations that injustice can only be remedied on 
this tiny speck of dust we call the earth.

The following case—one out of many I might give—may be of 
mterest to your readers, especially those who believe in human reincar­
nation. A lady, who had never been in that part of America before, 
was travelling by train across the State of Minnesota with her daughter.

117
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The engine broke down, causing a delayof several hours. The lady 
found she was quite familiär with the neighbourhood, even recog- 
nizing a farm-house where she said she had once lived. She described 
its inferior very precisely. Having plenty of time, she, with her 
daughter, walked up to the farm-house and asked permission to 
view it. It was granted, and the inferior was exactly as described 
by her. She offen quoted this as a memory of a previous earth 
life.

A gentleman was sufficiently interested to make inquiries about 
the farm-house. The result of his investigations was that the house 
in question was not built until after the lady was grown up, that 
at the time of her birth therewere no houses in the neighbourhood, 
and never had been. It is very evident, therefore, that she could not 
have lived in the farm-house in a previous earth life.

I think, like so many other alleged remembrances of previous earth 
lives, it can be fully explained by psychometry. The lady contacted 
the astral sphere of the house.

Yours faithfully,
U N IT Y .

To the Editor of the Occult Review .
on mwl J  ^  thank Mr. Stuart-Young for his interesting comments 
that 1C 6 0n ceytain asPects of reincamation. I rather expected 
in onp<;tir.0neMa0 T ^ sooner or later join issue with me over the point 
form t am Pkased tbat tbe rePly has taken this particular
to his titlp » c must obiect. f°r reasons which will be later apparent, 
a little T Via Characteristics after Death." To clear the ground 
Youne—tb p /6 fS t° Say which will probably surprise Mr. Stuart-
with the literature^f tv T  a rePrehensiblY slight acquaintance
rather extpnci t?le subject, my reading in this direction has been
K d S s  ^ , UdK “ r- H * v d o c £ w s Po,oMog,  of Sa.
who treat nn +u- ’. 0 0  w that, having read a number of authors
conclusions whi u SU êCt’ must necessarily agree with all their
OccultRE’v iE w ^ T lh a v ^ ^ 71/ °  n° t- My m° tt0 is that °f th<| hard facts of lifp' t  u laVG amved at my conclusions from the actual
from books I ^  aVe.seen them, perhaps a good deal more than
to me thev arp  th* Sorr̂  d mY conclusions are unconventional, but
have noticed T h f 01f ^ °neS poss'b ê’ baving regard to the facts I
found nothina tn Course’ *s only my personal opinion, but I have
which I have read UCC me *° mod^Y b in any book on the subject

G. and P., mentioned  ̂0^ ect ôns seem to be confined to the cases of 
tion as a form of P artade' and to my conception of reincarna-
headinas urga ory, and may be reduced to the following
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1. As indicated by his title, he assumes me to hold that sexual 
instincts persist after death, when separated from a mortal body.

To my knowledge, I have never suggested such a thing, being 
solely concemed in this case with sex in this life. He implies that it 
is an absurdity to suggest sexual life in a spirit, in which I fully agree 
with him.

2. Nevertheless, his letter gave me the impression that it is sug­
gested that it is the spirit which supplies the female instincts in an 
ostensibly male body, and vice versa.

That is a view which I do not and cannot hold. If he will turn 
up my article, he will find that I have a good deal to say about the 
immortal portion of matter in each one of us. I am convinced that 
from this source only can the male instincts in a female body—or 
vice versa—be derived. In the case of G., for instance, the male 
element of this immortal part, instead of being dormant as it should 
be, to fit the external form, is the dominant factor, the other being 
almost entirely in abeyance.

3. I trust I am not misrepresenting him when I say that he gives 
me the impression of assuming that the only real trouble with G. and 
P. is what he describes as “ animality,” by which I take it he means 
ungratifiable sexual desire.

This is as far from the actual facts as it is possible to be. Neither 
G. nor P. is in the slightest degree troubled that way. Their quarrel 
is with the whole gamut of circumstances of material every-day life, 
with ordinary social conditions and with the conventional behaviour 
forced on them, with the ever-present consciousness of being round 
pegs in square holes, and, by no means the least, with being forced 
to be associated with what is to each of them the wrong sex under 
embarrassing conditions. I think I am right in saying that the 
aspect of life described as “ animality ” has always been quite out- 
side the scheme of things for them, and has always been ignored by 
them.

4- He unmistakably assumes that neither G. nor P. knows any- 
thing about the philosophy of the subject, and that an hour’s con- 
versation on the right lines would send them away contented and 
happy.

It would not, nor would a whole lifetime spent in such conversation 
do so. G. and P. are both persons distinctly above the ordinary 
average of brains, and are extremely well read, and, being perfectly 
aware of its existence and nature, have included a rather exhaustive 
study of their trouble in their reading. It would be practically im- 
possible to teil them anything about the question with which they 
would not be already fully acquainted. In spite of this knowledge, 
their attitude towards their trouble remains unaltered.

5- I may be mistaken, but his letter seems to imply that the 
consciousness of bi-sexuality, which is admittedly widespread, a fact 
of which G., P. and I myself are all well aware, must produce exactly
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the same effect on all its subjects, and should invariably result in a 
supremely happy “ uming.”

Considering the endless differences of temperament in humanity, 
and the equally endless number of ways in which the same influence 
may cause different personalities to react, I am afraid that I must 
disagree with this contention in toto. In the question in hand, more- 
over, it is altogether unsupported by the facts of life which have 
come under my notice. I have certainly known this bi-sexuality 
produce the very happiest results, and prove a very real support in 
life and a help in work, but I have also seen other results, rather less 
pleasing, especially for the subjects of them. But even admitting 
the theory for the sake of argument, it does not apply to G. or P., 
neither of whom is in the least conscious of bi-sexuality, but rather of 
uni-sexuality, unfortunately for them in a sex which does not agree 
with their external persons. Also to repeat what I said in “ i ,” sex, 
being an impossibility in a spirit, even incarnate, the consciousness of 
bi-sexuality can only arise from material causes, because the two sex 
elements combined in the immortal part are both equally alive and 
functioning, instead of one of them being dormant.

I think this covers the ground of Mr. Stuart-Young’s objections, 
and I must offer him my best thanks for giving me this opportunity 
of elucidating certain points upon which I had not thought it necessary 
to enlarge in my original article. I am afraid, however, that as long 
as I keep my eyes on the hard facts of life and observe humanity as 
it is, not as it ought to be, no amount of arguing or reading will convince 
me that the lives of G. and P. are anything but what I have described 
them, a Purgatory on earth. In conclusion, I may say that they both 
describe their lives in this way, and they should know.

Yours faithfully,
GRAHAME HOUBLON.

To the Editor of the Occult R eview . 

or twn y0Ur.!e.ave to make a few further remarks in reply to one
letter. First u t ^ r‘ ^ ' Hevens, with regard to my former
from a stanHn • a*?. * must state t^at I wrote, and write at present, 

Tf I w  P ^  t5at 15 Christian a"d Catholic. 
imnortanrp^fri, *•’ ,teXens P°ints out, laid too much emphasis on the 
whether Cathnl' nS^anity’ is because Christianity to a Christian, 
great world reli? °r TOt<lstant’ Stands in a unique position among the 

,“ d *»' Christ Himseli was a „nique figure in
tion be such a Pr t a • seems to me that if universal Reincarna- 
doubtedlv and , imPortant law, Our Lord would have un-
Scripture, He did nnt ^ an^ emphasized it. According to Holy
whom He charged with S  ,neither was it taught by the Apostles, 
has never at anv tim k S ^lvme nussion. Secondly, this doctrine 

y tUne been sanctioned by the Holy Catholic Church,
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which is the direct descendant of the Apostles, and instituted by Our 
Lord Himself when on earth. And in spite of the many evils within 
her at one or another time (for she ministers through Jiuman agency) 
she is nevertheless guided by the Divine Spirit which Our Lord pro- 
mised when the Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles.

Further, this conception of Reincarnation is not found among the 
various Protestant bodies, who also rely upon Holy Scripture for their 
guidance.

With regard to everlasting punishment, Jesus the Christ speaks 
quite clearly. I hardly think it necessary to quote those few but 
emphatic passages. If one desires a logical belief, the doctrine of 
everlasting punishment is entirely logical.

I may say that I am familiär with many Spiritualistic writings, 
and I have found that Swedenborg, though outwardly opposed to my 
own Church in some of his theological ideas, insists over and over 
again (Heaven and H ell; Divine Providence ; Divine Love and Wisdotn) 
that in what he terms the spiritual world, or place to which souls pass 
on leaving this world, those who are destined for Heaven are purified 
(this corresponds to the Catholic Purgatory), and those for Hell are 
disrobed, one might say, of those of their qualities which seemed to be 
good, while they were in this world; and he quotes that passage 
of the Testament which is always a source of mystification to many— 
“ from them that have not shall be taken away even that which they 
have,” and Swedenborg’s Hell is certainly a place from which there is 
no escape. In support of this theory he quotes from the parable of 
the rieh man and Lazarus, and the “ fixed gulf.” Whatever may be the 
truth of these messages or those of the Rev. Vale Owen, with which 
they harmonize to a great extent, they seem to bear out Our Lord’s 
teaching on the other life.

Finally—and I apologize for writing so much—I would like to say 
that I sincerely hope no reader will believe that I am trying to resurrect 
old ideas, like those of the severe and stern Calvinist, or even the 
mediaeval anchorite regarding a place of “ fire and brimstone.” The 
Church has ceased to employ a symbolism fitted to the Middle Ages. 
But I think it quite reasonable to believe that a state of intense misery 
exists in the other world for those who have turned their back on God, 
religious belief of whatever kind it may be, or on everything that 
works for human uplift and spiritual development, to pursue a course 
that is retrogressive, knowing all the time that it is against the Divine 
will, and destroying their own souls. This is enmity against God, 
against the human race, against the individual soul, and its salvation, 
against the struggle of the human soul towards its union with God— 
it is a sin against the Holy Spirit. The life of the soul being eternal, 
jf it is thus forced down by a perversed will, it would finally confirm 
ltself in its evil, having not the strength to change, and perhaps too 
proud to repent and climb the upward path, and still delighting, 
though in agony, in its evil.
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If this is the case it must eternally suffer. And its suffering con- 
sists, no doubt, to a great extent in the knowledge of what it might 
have been, and what it can now never be, and its awful Separation, 
entirely of its own will, from the Divine upholder of the Universe.

Yours sincerely,
C. D.

"THE COLLECTIVE SPIRIT.”
To the Editor of the Occult R eview .

Sir,—It was a very true Editorial intuition that prompted your 
illuminating introduction of the remarkable book “ The Collective 
Spirit ” to readers of the Occult R eview . Many of us must other- 
wise have missed it.

It is the more important since no philosopher of modern times 
has come so near the occult conception of life and evolution as Viggo 
Cavling. His points of divergence rather strengthen than diminish 
the value of his testimony. It strikes one as significant, and something 
more than a coincidence, that a Sorbonne professor of mathematics, 
pursuing the methods of exact Science, should reach so profoundly 
important a deduction from observed facts, as the reality of etemal 
life. It is my belief that the ever-increasing achievements of the 
patient, selfless devotees of science will in the long run do more to 
confirm the fundamental teachings of Occultism, and therefore of 
true Religion, than most philosophies.

Yours faithfully,
J. SCOTT BATTAMS.

MAX HEINDEL.

To the Editor of the Occult R eview .

Dear Sir,— In reference to the letter in the Occult Review 
complaining of certain Statements made by Mr. Meredith Starr con- 
ceming the late Max Heindel, I believe Mr. Starr to be correct, and 
I wish, for the sake of fair play, to support his Statements. What 
he says is substantiated by information I have myself had direct 
from the lady who paid Max Heindel handsomely in Order that he 
should study under Dr. Steiner and bring out the book. There can 
be no excuse for Max Heindel’s subsequent conduct. Both from her 
Information and from that of others equally trustworthy, I consider 

r. Starr to have acted perfectly fairly in bringing light on the matter.
Yours,

H. COLLISON.
27 Clareville Grove, S.W.7.
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IN its concluding issue for the year 1925 T he T heosophical R eview  
maintains that policy of silence on the theme in chief of the moment 
to which we have adverted previously. The editorial observes that 
the Society is passing through a time of test, that it is not populär, 
that its leaders are reviled, and so forth ; there is a vague allusion to 
secessions, which may mean a good deal, though it conveys nothing 
definite; but of the Star Congress at Ommen, of all that was said 
and done at those amazing meetings, there is still no word whatever. 
As it happens that the R eview  is the sole official organ of Theosophy 
in England and Wales, a very plain question arises as to what is the 
Society’s position here and now in respect of Mrs. Besant’s revelations 
on the pending advent of a Christ, who is also Krishna, Orpheus, the 
Bodhisattva, Prince of Peace, etc., on his apostolate—already chosen— 
and on the affirmation that his " vehicle "willbe Mr. Krishnamurti, 
well known by name among us and aged about thirty years. Has 
the Society in England, and perhaps generally in the British Isles, 
decided to “ wait and see,” or will there be another exodus, as there 
was in the days of the Leadbeater “ scandals,” but possibly much 
larger ? We have no brief on any side of the subject, but we watch 
events and wonder. T he Herald of the Star reaches us late and 
casually, and the last issue to hand is another “ Congress Number,” 
with a further sheaf of reports, which belong to the cultus of Krishna­
murti and other notabilities of the movement. T he T heosophist of 
Adyar reproduces the Congress addresses at full length, but the editorial 
notes, written in Mrs. Besant’s absence, have nothing to say on the 
subject. T heosophy in India, issued at Benares, mentions “ the 
near coming of the Lord ” in a discourse on the religion of the future, 
but reserves its speech on the happenings of August last in Holland. 
The Toronto T heosophical News is concerned only with the Jubilee 
of the Socety at large and some of its early leaders. We expected 
great animadversions on the part of T heosophy in Los Angeles and 
our old exchange T he Critic ; but these also are silent: it may be 
that the time is not yet. Mme. Carita Borderieux, who edits the 
French Psychica, gives account of her visit to Mrs. Besant, when 
the latter was recently at Paris. There was some talk of the Teacher 
to come, but in general terms only and without reference to Ommen. 
There was also an allusion to Masters, who were said to be physical 
beings like ourselves and in different parts of the world, one in Transyl- 
vania, others in India and Tibet, two actually in England—which is 
likely to surprise our readers not directly instructed. They live in 
retirement because “ they could not tolerate the vibrations of our 
plane.” It seems to have been otherwise with some who were great 
in the past, not to speak of Jesus of Nazareth and the Lord Buddha.

123
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The Australian Harbinger of L ight is now in its fifty-sixth 
volume, and we remember it on our own part almost from time im- 
memorial, as we remember the R eligio-Philosophical Journal, 
which must have begun publication in America somewhere about the 
same time. The latter has ceased apparently, though we remember a 
Chance number of something under the same title, in a highly reduced 
form, some years ago. But the Harbinger is alive and flourishing, 
to our conspicuous satisfaction, for it is an old and good friend. The 
editorial notes in the last issue are excellent—as they are always— 
those perhaps especially which speak of the “ naturalness of the next 
life,” and the hypothesis of the psychic body. It is affirmed, on the 
evidence of Spiritualism and Psychical Research, that this finer 
vehicle in which the disembodied spirits function is a replica of the 
physical, in “ the same human shape,” possessing the same “ tem- 
perament ” and “ exhibiting the same traits of character, in every 
respect as when they were in the flesh.” Were it otherwise—in our 
contemporary’s opinion—the change which is called death would not 
be an incident of evolution but would belong to “ revolution ” rather, 
and God does not operate in sudden and radical ways. The conclusion 
is that “ we shall be just men and women still.” It may not be 
possible to share such certitude, but there is a certain talismanic 
attraction in the complete conviction and in the way in which it is 
expressed. It seems to us, in conclusion, that there is no more worthy 
exponent of Spiritualism in the world of periodical literature than 
the Harbinger of L ight. . . .  A word should be said also of The 
Two Worlds, an old foundation in the North of England, which keeps 
us abreast of spiritualistic activities in that direction. We hear of 

Propaganda meetings ” at Manchester, of lectures by Dr. Abraham 
Wallace and others who are prominent in the movement, while the 
records of the Spiritualists’ National Union are printed from time to 
time. There are also articles on subjects of perennial interest, such as 
children in the next world, the experience of death and the Christian 
aspects of Spiritualism. . . . From week to week T he Progressive 
T hinker of Chicago never fails to reach us, a mammoth newspaper 
devoted to the same cause. The most recent hie of issues gives prom- 
inence to the Paris International Congress, at which the editor 

Mrs. Cadwallader—was present as a delegate from the States, and 
where she also gave her testimony. We remember her in the old 
days as a visitor at a London Congress. There are articles also on 
Abraham Lincoln and the question of his concern in Spiritualism, on 
character in the world of spirits and how it is built up here, on the 
w o e subject in its broad historical aspects and the group-movements 
o t e States e.g. the National Spiritualist Association, which has 
Held its annual Convention recently at Müwaukee.

. A Revue Spirite is still occupied profitably with the Inter­
national Congress of Spiritism which was held recently at Paris ; con- 
cerning is it is said synthetically that much was accomplished
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thereat but more remains to do. It is a judgment which is apt to 
enforce itself the more strongly in proportion to the success of under- 
takings that are at once important at present and pregnant in respect 
of the future. There is no doubt—as it seems to us—that the Con- 
gress in question was both, outside any ruling on the fundamental 
claim of Spiritism. Our Contemporary presents (i) the Report of the 
Secretary-General addressed to the International Federation which 
arranged and directed the procedure ; (2) the concluding addresses 
of the Veteran President, M. Leon Denis ; (3) an address of M. Jean 
Meyer ; (4) the impressions and congratulations of various delegates ; 
and (5) the subsequent reflections of less or more prominent contri- 
butors on the lessons to be drawn from the Congress and its reactions 
on the world at large. Among many other points, it is noted that 
delegates from Anglo-Saxon countries disassociated themselves from 
the concept of reincarnation, which is a Cardinal tenet of Allan Kardec 
and practically all French Spiritism, while they dwelt upon an 
alleged religious side of the subject. On the other hand, Spanish- 
American delegates were disposed to maintain that Spiritism may 
ultimately take a militant part in national politics, the grounds of 
this somewhat bizarre view not, however, emerging. Continental 
representatives, by contrast, were concerned more especially with 
“ scientific demonstration ” acting on men of Science, philosophers 
and the masses. But it is suggested that these distinctions were 
aspects after all, while that on which the Congress agreed from first 
to last was in regarding Spiritism as the salvation to come of the 
world in which we live and as the “ indefectible guide of humanity. 
. . The Journal du Magnetisme has an article on the sixth 
sense, described as “ the exteriorization of psychic energy.” It is at 
first automatic and unconscious but becomes conscious and voluntary : 
it produces telepsychism, clairvoyance, transmission of thought, pre- 
monitions, and also those curative powers which are inherent in certain 
human beings. Though denominated a sixth sense, it is in fact 
multiple, a kind of synthesis, and its subjective expression variesas 
individuals themselves vary. . . . Considered from the standpoint 
of its sub-title, E klexi puts forward a very ambitious claim : it con- 
sists of eight folio pages and is described as a monthly review of uni­
versal culture. We have seen it but once previously, though it has 
been appearing for some six years at Rome : on the present occasion 
it is devoted almost exclusively to the nature and advantages of a new 
artificial language called Monario, described as universal and unitive. 
Presumably it is not to be disassociated from that “ eclectic self- 
culture ’’ which is the subject of the one other article. However this 

be, it appears that the review acts as the official organ of an 
universal Eclectic Association, the schemes and aims of which are 
described in a separate circular. For the benefit of English readers 
the latter is produced in what purports to be their own tongue, but 
with variants in terms, construction and orthography which baffle
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description. The Society is monistic in principle, but recognizes the 
necessity of dualism for the manifestation of unity, other number- 
principles emerging in due course. The problems which arise in con- 
sequence are “ beyond solution ” with the help of ordinary tongues, and 
the new eclectics have been compelied to invent Monario—otherwise, 
Unilingua—to attain their end. But the circular affirms unfortu- 
nately in its first sentence that the truth which is one is also “ineffable,” 
meaning that it exceeds expression, in which case the new invention 
must obviously score a failure. . . . We have mentioned Metanoia 
previously as a new French quarterly, and another issue is before us, 
excellently produced as before and accompanied by plates and por- 
traits. There are articles on Rabindranath Tagore and the physical 
aspect of human culture, with stories—short and serial. But the most 
notable feature is Stefan Christesco’s study of scientific cosmogony, 
which began in the previous number and is here concluded. It is accom­
panied by an atlas comprising seven cosmic maps and is apparently 
a counterblast to Einstein. We observe also that the surface of the 
earth is the sole realm in the universe which provides those con- 
ditions that are essential to the existence of man and that the old 
dream concerning a plurality of inhabited worlds is matter of dream 
only.

Le V oile d’Isis has produced another of its notable special issues, 
devoted on this occasion to the subject of the French Compagnonnage. 
It would lie beyond our sphere, were it not for the alleged connection 
between these old Companions of the Tour of France and the rise 
of Emblematic Freemasonry. It used to be thought that the genesis 
of the Hiramic Myth could be traced to a particular branch of this 
Continental association of arts and crafts, of stone-hewers, wood- 
cutters, carpenters, locksmiths, joiners and several others—in a word, 
a guild of journeymen—for their defence and maintenance on their 
travels in quest of work, and doubtless also to act as a check on em- 
ployers. It has been shown in England of recent years that there is 
no evidence of a common basis between the Compagnonnage and the 

rand Lodge Freemasonry of post 1717, while as regards the Hiramic 
yth a French writer of 1839, who belonged to the Guild, has made 

it clear that the association was remodelled in the likeness of Masonry 
early in the nineteenth Century. It has been thought that it had 

lssolved or had been transformed into modern trade unions: but 
a oile d Isis does excellent Service by exhibiting it as still in 

aCfiVp^ ^ 0t °n^  do tde ^ ITE DE Saloman, R ite Maitre J a c q u e s  
and Rite Soubise survive to the present day, but there is also a 
mo ern te called L’Union Compagnonnique, which is open to all 
raues and is probably comparable to our own Druids, Foresters and 
unaioes. i he special number is filled with contributions from writers 

the arH? \ r  mC?1̂ rS’ and there is the account of an interview with
the hest^n rf n ^ aster- Finally, there is an excellent bibliography, 
tfie best that we remember to have seen.
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Man’S SURVIVAL AFTER ÜEATH ; OR, THE OtHER SlDE OF LlFE IN THE 
Light of Scripture, Human E xperience and Modern R e ­
search. By Charles L. Tweedale, Yicar of Weston, Otley. 
Demy 8vo, 536 pp. London: Grant Richards, Ltd. Third 
Edition, los. 6d. net.

I k n o w  of no work of a populär character so full of interest from the 
psychical point of view as this book from the pen of the Rev. Charles 
Tweedale. It is packed full of matter of the most valuable kind evidenti- 
ally, and it makes fascinating reading for those unversed in the technicali- 
ties of psychical research, which most well-informed works of the kind 
do not. Many of the writer’s own personal experiences are interspersed, 
and these are by no means the least valuable portion of the volume.

For a member of the Anglican Church Mr. Tweedale is singularly free 
from bias, but his remarks on reincarnation, on p. 161, are suggestive of 
a failure to investigate this important subject. To state that this doctrine 
strikes at the persistence of the ego is certainly inaccurate. This argument 
is based on the assumption that individuality is dependent on the per­
sistence of memory, which we know from many instances in every-day life 
cannot be the case. Many people lose their memories of the past through 
illness or accident, but do not thereby lose their individualities, and no one 
perhaps retains a memory of the first two years of his present life. As 
regards the attitude of the Church on this matter, Mr. Tweedale should 
read Reincarnation by a clergyman of the Church of England—quite an 
informing little book on the subject.

The third edition of M an’s Survival after Death does not differ materially 
from the second, but is greatly amplified and enlarged as compared with 
the first. N em o.

The Philosophy of B eauty : A W estern Survey and an E astern 
Contribution. By James H. Cousins. 7 ins. x  5 ins., pp. 
viii + 100. Adyar, Madras, India : Theosophical Publishing 
House. Price Re. 1:4 .

W h a t  is Beauty ? How elusive it seems when we attempt to define it, 
and yet how real is its existence, how essential is it for our happiness. In 

is Western Survey,” Dr. Cousins finds that what he terms the “ sesthe- 
tical trinitarianisn ” of Plotinus and those who followed him provides 
t e most satisfactory key to the understanding of the nature of beauty.

is trinitarianism postulates " (1) a centre of centres within the human 
consciousness capable of responding to the element which is identified as 

eau ty; (2) objects external to the responsive centres, such as objects of 
na ure, art, thought or im agination; and (3) an originating impulse 
ex ernal both to the fixed object which is regarded as beautiful, and to  

f, m*nd which by Observation in time and space attributes beauty to

His Eastern Contribution ” is concerned mainly with Indian aesthetics.
127
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" Art,” he writes, “ to the Indian mind, is not art merely, it is unintelligible 
save in the light of philosophy, and unmoving save with the warmth of 
religion. . . . Beauty . . . we may dehne, in the view of Indian 
aesthetics, as a quality emanating from and permeated with the radiant 
Life of the Cosmic Being. . . . The arts are not simply the expression 
of the cultural ascension of humanity, but are reactions in human limita- 
tion to an impulse from the higher degrees of cosmic and human life.” 

Pater has accused Indian art of vagueness. It certainly seems guilty 
of excessive symbolism. How far Dr. Cousins has rebutted these charges 
must be left for readers of his book to decide. It is certainly a book both 
interesting and provocative of thought.

________  H. S. R e d g r o v e .

Mind, T he Healer. A Psychological Study. By Vemon Drew.
London: Fowler. Price 4s. 6d. net.

This book puts one in mind of the advice which the old Judge gave to 
,s.c° ®aSue newly raised to the bench, “ Give your decision: itisprobably 

right; but do not give your reasons, for they may be wrong.” The writer 
has an intuitive but untrained mind, and has observed a good many things 

a are of importance, but does not realize that to give a thing a name 
is no t e same as explaining it. He says : “ A pen picture will enable 
U, . ° Pass *rora the mystery of life’s advent, to the conditions under 
w ic we now it. To this end we will call life the vital spark. This, 

e in o our life which has been passed on to us from the beginning 
. _Cr̂ a 10n' ’s an electro-magnetic action, throwing out radiating rays of 
, ,U u co ours* an intelligent force that floods and rules our material 

!es. t  would be well to dwell upon this subject.” I t certainly would ! 
u un ortunately this appears to be all our author can do for us in the 

are m a?at'on' and there is a great deal more of “ such stuf! as dreams 
f.,? . m earher chapters which it would be unkind to quote. 

• e ,1̂Sê .*s rn'slea.ding, for the System is pure magnetic healing, 
descrihpr1!-11- ea*‘nS’ as its author calls it, nor Spiritual healing as he 
the an+v.p1 ln anote on the cover ; and as for being a psychological study, 
loirv wh ,r^S aS lnnocent °f any knowledge of psychology as he is of physio-
logy^which is saying a good deal. ^
same entirely unacquainted with the work of others in the
the boolr » a t °Uĝ  's a source of weakness in one way, it gives 
unbiased hv ̂  U6 anot^er' because the author’s observations are entirely
etheric bodyTruTfeHii6'3 n0tions : he has Placed sensitive fingers on the 
conclusioti« ,1, hlS way among its centres, and arrived at the same

Althoueh ih Kan,Clent Yoga Systems of India. 
real value for <h-S i°° may aPPear “ to the Greeks, foolishness,” it has 
deal of data lf*1 1 ° f rna8net‘C heahng, because it contains a great 
owing to his exnpU ^ ° >S< rvec* anc* lucidly set down ; the writer, probably 
to our minds a c,™CnCe aS a teacber of singing, has the power of conveying 
lative Operation a^d^ry Ute °* meaning when he describes a manipu- 
admirable and » e i ,  ! advice regarding breath and voice control is

For those who i & to itself.
a real value as an °0li 1)65,011(1 the naive presentation, the book has 

count of research work in a little-known field.
D ion F ortune.



129

Astrology, Numerology, Symbolism, Graphology, Lore 
of Je weis, Colours, Perfumes, are all knit together in 
these lessons into one simple, rational System. In them 
the gern of traditional Occult learning is made more clear 
and brilliant by its setting of original research. Write 

for free descriptive booklet of my work.

HOROSCOPES ™*T TRÜE
Whatever you r  problem or difficulty it can be solved Astro- 
logically or through the Qabalah. Send time (if known), date 
and place of birth, with 2s. 9d. for Test Reading ; 10s. 6d.— 
£2 2s. for Life Study, or call and we will talk the matter over 
personally. Any question answered accurately by Horary 
Figure, 5s. 1 apply the wisdom of the Ancients to the needs of

Modems by a scientific method.

TALISMANS T H A T  WORK
G A B R I E L  D E E

„  1 l D
C arlto n  House, R eg en t S tre e t, London, S.W.1.

K
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P ractical Numerology. By C. J. Sander. London : C. W. Daniel 
Company. Price 3s. 6d. net.

M r . S a n d e r  teils us th a t he w as form erly a  sceptic, b u t was induced to 
study the subject o f N um erology w ith  an open mind. The result was 
th a t he became convinced of the practical im portance of Numerology 
in psychic developm ent and character delineation. He suggests that the 
reader, after perusing his book, should suspend judgm ent until he or she 
has given N um erology a  fa ir  and  p ractica l trial.

Mr. Sander, though he declares him self a disciple of the Pythagorean 
theory, attacks his subject w ith  all the cheery optim ism  and “ personal 
touch ”  w hich distinguish more m odern teachers, and his little book 
should m ake a  strong populär appeal. G. M. H.

T he Adventures of a Homely Woman. By Fay Inchfawn, author 
of "Through the Windows of a Little House,’’ etc. London 
and Melbourne : Ward, Lock & Co., Limited. Price 5s. net.

T he very  m any women of gentle upbringing whose lives have been utterly 
altered b y  post-war hardships w ill delight in F a y  Inchfawn’s friendly 
and sym pathetic pages, for she rallies to her Standard of courage and 
cheerfulness all who are ready to fa in t b y  the w ay, and tums sordid 
cares into a means o f grace, even  of thankfulness.

I t  is a true story th a t the author teils, and it  is her very own. In 
each chapter she depicts some episode of ev eryd a y  life, turning on it 
the searchlight of a spiritual intuition, w hich, as she found, awoke 
response in most unlikely places.

Mrs. Inchfawn teils how once the B eatific Vision was vouchsafed to 
a ying man, whom she knew w ell during his long and painful illness:

• question (she relates) “  was nearly always : ' And what sort of
a nig ld you get ? One day his reply amazed me. ‘ Splendid ! 1 he said.

ve seen the Saviour. He was standing by the end of my bed.' Mr. Flint 
poin e out the exact spot. ‘ And I was talking to Hirn all night. I had no 
pain and I was as happy as the birds in the air.‘

0W man was not a dreamer. He was a carter. John had seen him 
, lmes conducting a horse and a coal-cart upon these roads. He had not 

s eepe in Christian literature and knew very little of the Bible. . . ■ "

Am id the avalanche of books rained upon the public in these undis- 
r in  ̂ we can from tim e to tim e point to  one whose worth is
Ai a T e ru ies» and this is one of them . A s frontispiece, a portrait of 

author shows the golden soul w ithin. E d i t h  K .  H a r p e r .

& Co10 PrirBy Va^?US Authors- Pp-140. London : Hutchinson -rrice 2s. bd. net.

articles that provolT f  ̂  <' ° ' have pnblished in book form the series of 
appeared in the Da < < T  r̂ea  ̂ ' nterest  and discussion when they first 
reading. There are t  °  • DaÜy E xP ress- T he book makes pathetic
infiuence is quite unli ?•? ' rn‘nent  men, and one wom an, o f letters, whose 
° f  a religion which will & i- *or the m ost part in the dark in search
hves. I t  is typical of ,.Satlsfy.the deepest desires and intuitions of their 
authority in everv dprarf6 a§? ^hich we live  ; an age which has defied 

P ment of life, and has elevated the cult of “  broad-



MAN WHO THRILLED 
THE WORLD

Divulges Methods by which Anyone 
can Dominate and T rium ph:

Proves by Scientific Fact 
that there is no longer an 

excuse for Failure 
or 111-Health.

Great numbers of people to-day struggling for a livelihood, have 
a great inherent power to attain supremacy— others struggling 
along in spite of ill-health can attain fitness and content. These 
are but two of the truths brought home, 
in the most thorough and definite man- 
ner, by a book recently issued, entitled 
"T h e Marvels of Coudism.”  We have 
here a doctrine expounded by one who 
has attained all that he Claims, and the 
world-wide renown of Emile Coue—  
accredited with being the modern magi- 
cian of the human mind— is proof, in 
itself, that this new Science of Coueism is 
destined to have a remarkable, far- 
reaching effect.

“  The Marvels of Coueism ’’ is undoubt- 
edly the key for which the world has been 
searching : the perusal of it gives the 
impression of a new aid, a wondrous power, 
an inherent force, that may be wielded 
by rieh and poor alike, As you read, there arises an ever-growing 
conception of the many applications to which the Science may be 
put, making each day more progressive and more productive—  
giving bigger rewards. The man or woman, young or old, who per- 
mits a day to go by without obtaining "  The Marvels of Coudism ” 
will be guilty of neglect to his or her own interests : so great an aid 
does it give, that those who are not conversant with its contents 
will surely be at a great disad van tage in this age of competition—  
whether the word be applied to society, industry, or the professions.

So that there shall be no obstacle to those who would profit the 
most from “ The Marvels of Coueism,” the publishers have arranged 
to distribute no less than 10,000 copies, entirely free of Charge. A 
certain number have been reserved for our readers, but early appli- 
cation is imperative, or you may be disappointed. Simply send 
your name and address to : The Coud-Orton Institute, Ltd., Dept. 
42c, Holborn Viaduct House, London, E .C .i, enclosing, if you wish, 
3d. in stamps to cover postage, etc., and you will have made adefinite 
sure step towards the achievement of your desires. Then you will 

e a'3*e *-° prove for yourself that the power which made at least 
one man world-famous can be enjoyed, to its full, in your own case.

EMILE coufi
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mindedness ” to such an extent as to leave the impression that salvation 
consists in opening the mind at each end lest any truth should find a 
permanent lodging in it. We may deplore such a state of afiairs, but it 
is with us and we must recognize it. How to meet it and purge it of 
weaknesses while retaining much of its sturdiness is the problem for reli- 
gious leaders to-day. Such authors as write in this present volume will 
not, we think, do much to stabilize and crystallize the vague and uneasy 
mental strivings of the present generation. What is needed is real thought, 
and conditions of life to-day militate against deep and earnest thinking. 
We want more spaces in our life in Order to digest the rieh and stimulating 
food which is thrust upon us, and to build into our lives those things which 
will permanently enrich them. Such things will not, we think, be found 
in great quantities in this little book. We shall read it in Order to see 
the sickness of our common religious life, but we shall not discover in 
it the remedy. J o h n  N o r t h .

T he Land of Memories. By Ida M. Bogue. London : Arthur H. 
Stockwell, 29 Ludgate Hill, E.C.4 Price 5s. net.

T his charming little tale of the experiences that befell the spirit of a wamor 
after death, illustrates the great truth at the heart of both Christianity and 
Buddhism, namely, that spiritual love or compassion is the brightest 
jewel in the double-crown of life and death. Not until the warrior has 
forgiven the treachery of his erstwhile and now repentant friend, does his 
soul find peace and joy in the Land of Happy Memories. Only the 
godlike merit the help of the gods ; those who would bathe in the waters 
of eternal life must slake the thirst of their brethren who faint by the 
way. M e r e d i t h  S t a r r .

Psychical R esearch, Science and Religion. By Stanley de
Brath. 202 pages. London : Methuen & Co. Price 7s. 6d.

T he main object of this book is to show how cumulative is the evidence 
pointing unmistakably to survival, and the survival of the individual, 
after death.

Mr. de Brath is, of course, well known as a writer and careful investi- 
gator, and he has gathered into the small compass of this book a perfect 
armoury of well-attested occurrences inexplicable by any normal agency, 
such as telepathy, clairvoyance, spirit photography, ectoplasm, pre- 
dictions, visions of the dying, and so forth.

It is a curious fact that in psychical matters each individual seems 
to expect and require personal proof of these supernormal phenomena 
before accepting them as true.

In other Sciences, ordinary people accept the conclusions established 
b y  careful experiments, and do not seek to  repeat those experiments or 
question their exactitude. B u t when psychical m atters are under dis- 
cussion, the very  person who refuses to exam ine into these supernormal 
phenomena, thinks himself qualified to  ridicule the results obtained by 
those who have devoted years and years to the w ork of investigation.

Mr. de B rath  shows th a t in psychic phenomena, C hristianity has its 
strongest weapon for the fight against materialism, since it  proves the 
reality of an unseen world, and of a life beyond the grave. In a final 
chapter he suggests w ays in which the young can best be taugh t the under-
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lying truths of the Bible, of creation and the resurrection. " It may be ” 
he pertinently observes, " that the knowledge of immutable spiritual 
laws will avert dass enmity and strife.” Rosa M. Barrext.

T he Mystic  R ose from the Garden of the K ing : A Fragment of 
the Vision of Sheikh Haji Ibrahim of Kerbela. By the Rt. Hon. 
Sir Fairfax L. Cartwright, G.C.M.G., etc. 7f in. X 5^in. Pp. 
196. London : William Heinemann, Ltd. Price 7s. 6d. net. 

The picturesque diction of Eastern writings never fails to enchant the 
most surfeited literary palate, and therefore on this score alone should 

The Mystic Rose ” live. The book is infused with a wealth of knowledge 
and delight for the Student of occult philosophy as well as for the ordinary 
reader knowledge and delight which will well repay all who read. Here 
is poetry pregnant with wisdom, and those who know will find Truth 
gleaming from every page. The style of the book is, in the main, written 
in the form of apologues, and possesses a subtle charm which carries the 
reader through a realm of Eastern asceticism and mysticism, transporting 
t e eager soul from the drab routine of a hurrying age to a sanctuary of 
perfect serenity where, unfettered, it may rove as it will.

O f th e ŵo books w hich com prise th e whole, the second, “  On Spiritual 
hmgs, ’ is perhaps th e m ore beautifu l, a lthough the first, “  On the 
nowledge o f Things of the W orld ,”  contains m an y gems of wisdom and 

Ĵ 1»Ĉ S*:anc^n®’ w bich shed a light whose rays diffuse the blinding mist of

Space forbids extensive quoting, b u t the following w ill serve to give 
some shght idea o f the contents of this valuable volum e :

Condemn not the poor idolater. The essence of true worship is self- 
e acement, and therefore the spiritual value of worship lieth not in the excellence
o e o ject worshipped, but in the meekness and lowliness of the heart which 
worshippeth.”

And again :

in the mountain torrent . . .  roll and tumble against the 
1 U *n . at struf>&le they grow polished and finally get fretted into powder,

eir^ OÛ e is facilltated towards the fulfilment of their Destiny— 
aDsorption m the Ocean.’*

W e are grateful th a t this book, which has hitherto been published 
” 7  e *  18 now a va hable to all, for it  m akes invaluable reading, and is 

fnr P°®s®ssing- The author has, in "  producing a seamless garment
°u g , rendered a Service to countless struggling souls.

J o h n  E a r l e .

A B rief Outline of the History of Science. B y  T. G. F. Druce,
T i • a V ^ r ' *n s - x  4  ̂ ins., pp . vi +  151. London :
ihe C hem ical News, Ltd., Merton House, Salisbury Square, 
h-L.4 P n c e  5s. net.

a usefnl nnrnno Outline *s an interesting Compilation which should serve 

special\xeatises * 7  lntr° duction to the larger works on the subject and 
sde7 L  t 7  autho ^  ^  the °rigin and development of eacii of the
w ith the m ental forre +Cf S w itb  tlle developm ent o f scientific ideas, 

m ental forces th a t have led to the advancem ent o f scientific
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THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN MYST1CS
A world-wide non-sectarian spiritual movement for the pro- 
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By CHARLES WASE. Crown 8vo, cloth, 4s. 6d. net.
“  The well-known occultist Mr. Charles Wase has given ns a greatly 

Condensed but very valuable summary of the practical philosophy concem- 
ing mental and spiritual development, as taught by Eastern Yoga methods. 
The novice will find it a mine of practical information on points conceming 
health and development. If faithfully carried out, the author’s suggestions 
cannot fail to benefit greatly all who desire physical, mental, and spiritual 
well-being.” — Bristol Times and Mirror.

LONDON: RIDER & CO., Paternoster House, E.C.4 .
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knowledge, than w ith  the a ctu al discoveries and achievem ents of individual 
scientists. H is book is a  storehouse o f interesting facts in the history of 
Science, and the accu racy  o f his inform ation  can usually be relied upon, 
though occasionally a m inor error has slipped in (e.g., the Statement that 
o n ly  certain  o f the thirteen  books o f E u clid ’s Elements of Gecmetry are 
extant) which is n ot to be wondered a t  when the m agnitude of the ground 
covered is taken  into account.

R eadersof the Occult  R e v iew  w ill beespeciallyinterestedinDr.Druce's 
account o f A lchem y. "  T he a lchem ists,”  he w rites, "  attem pted to apply 
th e principles o f astrology and m ysticism  to  physical and Chemical phe- 
nomena. T h ey  were, he a b ly  indicates, b y  no means all charlatans; 
indeed, their aim s were n ot restricted  to the mere effecting of transmuta- 
tion  and their contribution  to  th e advancem ent o f scientific knowledge 
w as b y  no means inconsiderable.

The book opens w ith  th e first dawn of scientific inquiry— it closes 
(after a  section devoted to th e th eory  o f relativ ity) w ith  a brief account 
o f th e latest scientific view s concerning th e structure o f the atom. I 
wish i t  ev ery  success. h . S .  R e d g r o v e .

T H E  O C C U LT R E V IE W

The Borderland : Some P roblems of I nsanity. By T. B. Hyslop, 
M.D., F.R.S.E. London : Philip Allan & Co. Pp. 304. Price 
7s. 6d. net.

T his interesting, but rather depressing, book is a reprint of one that 
originally  a  ̂ a  m uch higher price, om itting certain chapters 

w 11c were intended chiefly for m edical readers. I t  consists of a compre- 
ensive survey of the problem  of insan ity  in modern civilization, but, 

beyond prevention of the m arriage of the unfit, Dr. H yslop does not seem 
to have an y definite rem edy to  offer. H e lays stress on the fact that 
as nations live and die, so do worlds evolve and devolve, and that there is 
no reason w h y man should consider him self exem pt from  this universal 
aw , but strikes a more hopeful note in his final chapter, where he expresses 

agreem ent "  w ith  the view  th a t the association of sp irit w ith matter—  
the incarnation of som ething pre-existent— appears to be a reality, whether 
we un erstand it  or not, and th a t a gradual incarnation, or utilization, 

, m atter bY hfe or b y  spirit m ay possibly occur.”  H e rem arks in another 
p ace a evolution is but the unfolding of those law s which in their 
en ire y  represent nature, and th a t religion and Science are but two 
aspects of the same problem ; but he is, and righ tly , severe in his con- 

imposture1 °  Var*OUS well-known forms of epidem ic religious mania and

The problem  w ith  which the book deals is not so much th at of recog- 
whfrE msanrty  the borderland ”  state, neither sane nor insane,
h i7 i t J  a ®ource of grave danger both to  the individual and to 
can be Z T Z  ^  q ° es not make it  clear what, if any, steps
societv or be o iessen the frequent occurrence of this state in modern 
adm its'that i T  6Si °  wben ^  is found to  exist (though he
The problem  ifTfiill b? feasible to  attem pt to  control all such cases). 
a t t e m p t f t t h e “ 7  Stf ed’ &nd ProbabIy  tb at is all the w it of man can 
horizon E ven in adequate soluti°n  having y et dawned on the
scientific and techn ?  f° ™ ’ the book cont^  a good deal of ascientific and techm cal nature, but the chapters on Art, Music and Liter-
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and her other w orks, and is  independent of any T heosophical Organization. In fo rm a ­
tion can be obtained regarding the C onstitution and R ules, Study C lasses, L ibrary, etc. 
from  the H on. Sec. at the A SSO C IA T IO N ’S  H eadquarters—

2 2  C R A V E N  H I L L ,  B A Y S W A T E R ,  L O N D O N ,  W . 2
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ature, on Education, the Marriage Laws and Divorce, and, most of all, 
the chapter on Self-Control—which begins with a quotation from " the 
oldest book in the worid,” the " Precepts of Ptah-Hotep,” conceming 
the necessity for the avoidance of anger—will be found extremely inter- 
esting by the lay reader. E. M. M.

The Soya Bean : An Appeal to H umanitarians. By Violet M.
Firth. London : C. W. Daniel Co. Price is. net.

T he Soya bean, or pea, is the product of a small leguminous plant, exten- 
sively grown in China and Manchuria, where its importance as a highly 
nutritious food-stuff has long been recognized.

Miss Violet Firth, with the true humanitarian’s vision, sees the splendid 
possibilities of the Soya, which scientific experiments have sufficiently 
proved to be capable of supplying a Substitute for cow’s milk. As she 
earnestly reminds vegetarians, they cannot be entirely true to their creed, 
so long as their di et includes any animal products ; and " no one who is 
acquainted with dairy-farming can deny that there is even more cruelty 
involved in milk production than in meat-production.”

Moreover, no one needs to be reminded that, even in these days of 
hygienic dairies, the use of bovine milk for human consumption is insepar- 
able from certain grave risks to human welfare ; and in this matter, as 
in many others, it is beginning to be understood that humanity, like 
honesty, is, after all, the best policy.

Though an enthusiast, Miss Firth is anything but an hysteric. She 
States her case throughout with reasonableness, cleamess and an unfailing 
insight into her opponent’s point of view ; and many of us will feel that 
she has proved that case to the satisfaction of all business-men of goodwill 
and high ideals. Her pamphlet should be very widely read.

G. M. H.

The Voice of the R iv e r : A Darf moor Story. By Olive Katharine 
Parr (Beatrice Chase). With Ten Full-page Plates by E. J- 
Wheeler and Katharine Parr. Venton House, Widecombe-in 
the-Moor, near Ashburton, Devon. Price 5s. 6d.

T he  children old and young, to whom this story is lovingly dedicated by 
its author, cannot fail to be charmed by the Voice of the River, the myster- 
ious music of the river Dart, rieh with the memories of pre-historic times, 
yet rippling in harmony with the pulsing heart of to-day.

Fairies ! ” laughs the river, “ Nature is greater than fairies and earth 
is better than fairyland—if only you human beings were all poets and 
could see underneath the surface of things. Or how do you know, pray, 
whether I am not a fairy and whether earth is not fairyland after all ? ’ 
John Ruskin would have said, “ Assuredly Yes.”

The Fir-trees, The Dragon-fly, The Rain-drop, Forget-Me-Nots, The 
Skylark, and The Old, Old Story, are among the ten delightful themes 
on which the loquacious river discourses to her two little friends, Muriel 
and Rex, who are spending a holiday in a quaint old Dartmoor farmhouse.

Needless to say Miss Olive Katharine Parr omits not to weave into 
these glowmg pictures of West Country scenery, with its wild magnificence 
of moor and tor, some hving thread of tender spiritual beauty.

E dith K. H ar per .



Dr. MAUD DENNING WESTRUP, D.P.,
L.O.S., daughter of and co-worker with the late revered
John Denning of Southsea, receives clients at T he W estrup S t u d io s , 
26 Playfair Road, Southsea, Hants, and at 141 Shaftesbury Ave., W.C.2.

Healing by diet, Suggestion and magnetism. Material advice by means of Spiritual 
and Psychic Gifts, Numerology, Astrology, Palmistry, Psychometry and Clairvoyance.
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H O R O SC O PE S. - D IR E C T IO N S. - L E S S O N S .
( U n d e r  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  V I V I A N  E . R .O B S O N , B .S c .)

Every kind of astrological work undertaken by an expert staff. Write for prospectus.
2s. 6 d . S P E C IA L  T E S T  H O R O S C O P E . 2s. 6 d .
Send P.O. to r 2s. 6d. w ith  date, tlma, and place of b lrth  for a fest reading speclaily 

prepared fo r each appiicant.

1 M U S E U M  S T R E E T , L O N D O N , W .G .l.

MISS N. McCALLUM,
Auchudulvorie, 69 Eldon Street, Greenock, N.B.

Second Sight inherited from  Highland Forefathers.
C all or w rite ; send sm all article with age and birth date. 

Fee from  5/- (P.O.) with stamped envelope.

Lectures and Madame Bishop Anderson 67 Jermyn Street,
Demonstrations, CO NSU LTIN G  PSYCHOLOGIST. St. James's,

At Homes, 
Drawing Room 

Meetings,

CLAIRVOYANTE A ND CLAIRAUDIENT 
T E S T  M ED IU M .

CONSULTATIONS BY A p POINTMENT.

London, S.W.I.

NO POSTAL WORK. Telephone:
etc. Under Distingtäshed Patronage. GERRARD 8094.

DON’T WASTE HONEY ON HOROSCOPES!
unless you intend to make use of the advice given. When you are told to use certain numbers, colours, 
scents, etc., harmonious with your ruling planet, make a point of doing so.

In order to facilitate this, I have arranged with a dispenser and a herbalist, who, under my instruc- 
tions, are preparing a complete toilet series, including perfumes, powders, soaps, bath crystals, etc., 
all of which are made up from herbs ruled by the planet in question and the purest Chemicals procur- 
able. Write for my free booklet telling you all about it. It is  w o r t h  y o u r  w h il e .

As presents to friends they are “ something different,” and the right set will be supplied on receipt 
of birth data with the order.
GABRIEL nEE, C arlton Houac, Regent SS*.

M A D A M E  CLAIRE, C L A IR V O Y A N T E .

Interviews daily. Advice on Spiritual and Material matters. 
Psychometry by post (send small article) - 5/»

'P H O N  E ! K E N S .  7 4 3 1 .

15 WESTGATE TERRACE, REDCLEFFE SQUARE, LONDON, S.W.1

STARELLEO—Astrologer ■
of the Possibilities of Life generally and Health, Marriage and Financial 
Prospects judged by the Horoscope, with 3 years’ directions 10/6 ; 
extended readings with 5 years’ directions, £1 1 0 . Special extended 

studies, £ 2  2 0 . Sex, birth-date, time, place.
STARELLEO, c/o  Occult Review, Paternoster House, London, E.C.4.
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T he Cry for a H eart. By Beatrice Chase, Author of “ Devon and 
Heaven,” etc. Bristol: The Burleigh Press, Lewins Mead, and 
obtainable from the Author, Venton House, Widecombe-in-the- 
Moor, Ashburton, Devon. Price 2s. 6d., post free 2s. 8d.

Since Miss Beatrice Chase recently became her own publisher and book- 
seller she has thrown herseif into that double adventure with the same 
ardour with which she built her Chapel on Dartmoor, and later enrolled 
her battalions of White Knights and Ladies. Though not recommending 
the same course to every author, she gives in this volume details and 
statistics which show the practical success of her scheme.

The Cry For A Heart breathes the very spirit of the enchanted land 
in which its gifted writer dwells. And when she describes the mysterious 
beauty of the Rose Lamp in the Sanctuary at Venton and the blessings 
that have attended the renewal of its Oil of Gladness, and the wondrous 
answers to fervent prayers, one feels indeed that the very Spirit of Love 
is typified in its ever-burning flame. E dith  K. H arper.

Ghostland. By Elliot O’Donnell. Pp. 260. London : Cecil Palmer.
Price 6s. net.

T his is mainly an autobiography of a well-known writer and Student of 
ghost-lore. Mr. O’Donnell seems to have had a singularly full experience 
of contact with ghosts of all kinds and his book consists for the most part 
of the records of that experience. He is an Irishman, and consequently 
devotes a good deal of space to accounts of banshees, leprechauns, pookahs 
and the like. I t  is always difiicult to review such a book: so many of 
the facts which it contains are incapable of scientific investigation or 
proof, and rest unsupported on the word of the recipient. The reader can 
either believe or disbelieve the Stories and we have no reason to doubt 
the veracity of Mr. O’Donnell. We can only recommend his book, without 
comment on its subject-matter, on the grounds of its general interest, 
and that we do without reservation or hesitation. We should only hesitate 
to use such a volume as a text-book for occult study. But the author 
probably never intended such a use ; and all reasonable folk believe in the 
existence and the influence of ghosts, good and bad. John N orth.

E ssays on Life . By A. Clutton-Brock. With an Introduction by 
J. L. Hammond. Pp. xv +  176. London: Methuen & Co., Ltd. 
Price 6s. net.

T he late Mr. Clutton-Brock gained a well-deserved reputation not only 
as an essayist of singulär charm, but as a thinker and philosopher of a 
high rank. In this present volume are collected a number of his unpub- 
lished essays, and a deep debt of gratitude is due to those who unearthed 
them and put them together for publication. Mr. Clutton-Brock was a 
passionate devotee of Truth as he saw it manifested in many and varied 
forms. He saw in Beauty and Goodness things wholly to be loved and 
reverenced as epiphanies of the divine nature. This vision wedded to a 
simple and charming style, marks all his work : and this ’volume in no 
way falls short of those which were published in his lifetime Readers 
of the Occult R eview  will find much to help and stimulate them in this 
volume of sixteen essays, and no one who reads them can fail to be the

ä
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THE
FELLOWSHIP CLUB

51 & 52 LANCASTER GATE, 
LONDON, W.2.

An exclusively vegetarian Resi- 
dential Club open to non-mem- 
bers at a small pro rata fee. 
Excellent catering,separate tables. 
Having extended its premises, now 
includes fine lecture, library and 
reading rooms in addition to 
drawing-room, lounge (wireless) 
and dining-room. Partial board, 
breakfast and dinner and full 
board Sundays. Single room from 
£2 15s. 6d.; double from £5 10s. 
Apply Manageress. (Tel : 7697 
Paddington.) For information as 
to Club Membership, lectures and 
library, apply to the Organizing 
Secretary, 52 Lancaster Gate, 
W.2., (Tel.: 6856 Paddington.)

S p ec ia l D ia b e tic  
P re p a ra tio n s

SO Y A  D O U BLE CREAM  (Unsweetened) 
in powder form, makes a nourishing
Food-drink.

SO Y A -Y E A ST  (Unsweetened)
in powder form— a perfect substitute for 
cows’ milk and meat extract.

SOYA D IA BETIC  B IS C U IT S
Write for analysis of these Diabetic Foods. 
Also SOYA M ILK (Plain and Malted), SO YA 
BU TTER and SOYA FLOUR for general use.

N ew  W hoiesom e
B everages

Products of the actual fruit and sweetened 
with pure cane sugar only.

“  FROZADE,”  “  A LEMON in a teaspoon.
“  T A N G E R A D E “  An ORANGE in a 

teaspoon.”
Delicious either hot or cold.

They are in powder form and only require 
mixing with hot or cold water, as desired.

Sole Manufacturers :
THE.GARDEN CITY PURE FOOD CO.,LTD.
D epartm ent C , 95 W estm in ster  B ridge  
Road, London, S .E .l .  T elep h on e: H op  
345. W o rk s: L etchw orth  G arden City.

A Private Collector is disposing of his Valu- 
B  M W W i m  able Library of Occult Books (upwards of 
_ 1 0 , 0 0 0  volumes), on account of failing health.

Catalogues free on application. Prices moderate. 
“ A U TH OR," 14 M arlborough Rd., G unnersbury , London, W.4.

NORMAL SICHT 

Without Glasses
(Dr. B a te ’s  M e th o d s)

CONSULTATIONS at 60
C hancery L ane.

Write for appointment:
M rs. HOWARD-FLANDERS,
8 Central Road, Wembley. 

Telephone: WEMBLEY 2231.

ASTROLOGY—Horoscope with three years’ directions,
5s. Detailed year’s reading, 10s., birth hour necessary. Hand 
reading. Hours, 1-7 p.m.—Miss A. BULL, 36 S haftesbury 

A venue, L ondo n , W .l.

HELEN, THE GREEK,
Writes up your former incarnation story from photograph and birth date . 

Occult and Mystic Lessons by correspondence. Fees 5/6 and 10/6. 
Address— c/o Occult R eview , Paternoster House, London, E.C.4
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better for so doing. Mr. Hammond has written delightfully, and with 
real insight, of his friend, and we delight to think that other volumes of 
Clutton-Brock’s work are to be published soon. He, being dead, yet 
speaketh; and speaketh sound truth to the hearts of men and women 
to-day. John N orth.

A H undred Second Best P oems. Chosen by C. Lewis Hind. Lon­
don : A. M. Philpot, Ltd. Pp. 175. Price 2s. 6d. net.

T his charming little book with its quaint and gay cover should find a 
place on many bedside tables. It is just the kind of book to dip into 
last thing at night, when the brain is tired, and the reader seeks merely a 
pleasant thought expressed in pleasant words. There will, of course, 
be some divergence of opinion as to the suitability of Mr. Lewis Hind’s 
title, but on the whole it seems appropriate enough. He has, perhaps, 
included too great a proportion of third best (and even a few fourth best) 
poems, but his selection is full of interest, as can hardly fail to be the 
case when old favourites such as " She wore a wreath of roses,” " I’ve been 
roaming,” and " The stately homes of England,” are found cheek by jowl 
with modern verses taken from the Daily Chronicle, the Observer and the 
Westminster Gazette. There are a few real gems, such as H. D. Lowry’s 
“  Now that my love lies sleeping,” Sydney Lanier’s " Into the woods my 
Master went,” and Edwin Markham's epigrammatic " Outwitted,” which 
is short enough to quote :—  ^

“  He drew a circle that shut me out,
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout.
B ut love and I had the wit to win :
We drew a circle that shut him in ” —

and indeed the whole book, as said before, is worthy to be kept at hand 
for dipping into at odd moments. Mr. Lewis Hind’s preface, describing 
the circumstances which led to its Compilation, is not the least interesting 
part of a novel and attractive venture. E. M. M.

Po l a r i z a t i o n . The Way of Life in Health, Wealth and Happiness: 
being the A.B.C. of Practical Psychology. By Paul Tyner. 
London : L. N. Fowler & Co., 7 Imperial Arcade, Ludgate Circus, 
E.C.4. Price 4s. net.

Dr. T v n e r  shows that equilibrium of some sort lies at the root of success 
and effectiveness upon all planes and in all conditions of life. Dr. Tyner’s 
Statements are true enough, but I confess to have derived more help from 
the numerous quotations than from the subject-matter itself. Perhaps 
the explanation is that Dr. Tyner writes so easily as to suggest a mere 
repetition of familiär New Thought ideas. There is an absence of strenu- 
ous endeavour and of first-hand inspiration about the book, which, there- 
fore, will not make much impression upon the reader. It is a curious 
fact, but two men may utter an exalted truth : one man makes no impres­
sion whatever upon his listeners, beyond boring them ; the other, using 
the same sentence, shakes them to their foundations, changes the course 
of their destiny and opens a new heaven and a new earth. It is no good
repeating what others say. To utter truth effectively_the magical privi-
lege of the creator— is only possible to him who has become the truth 
himself. M e r e d i t h  S t a r r .
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HE CRAFTW ORKERS, LTD.
26 BOND STREET HOUSE, 14 CLIFFORD ST.(L0K IN)

Lessons and Classes in all Arts and C ra ftsG e sso , Lacquer, Batik, Shell Flowers, 
etc. The harmonizing and beneficial effects of working with colour are well known.

CO R R ESPO N D EN C E L E SSO N S.

PSYCHIC B 0 0 K S H 0 P  AND LIBRARY
M a n a g e n  R. Q. M O N IE R -W I L L I A M S .

Fine collection of Spiritualistic Works, new and old, kept always in stock. 
Lowest prices. Good Circulating Library. 2/6 a month. Books sent 

by post at extra Charge.

A B B EY H O U S E , V IC T O R IA  S T R E E T , lo8n̂ ’

Madame Clara Irwin, (second-sight inherited).
Hours 2 to 6. Sfeance, Sunday, 7 p.m., 2s.

Psychometry by post. Fee 10s. W ith Astro-influences. Send birth time.
“  You have given m e the  best read ing  I have seen ." “ Y ou have p red lc ted  m an y  even ts  th a t 

bare come to pass." “ Y ou are m arvellously  co rrec t."
A D V IC E  B Y L E T T E R  O R A P P O IN T M E N T .

15 SANDMERE ROAD, CLAPHAM, LONDON, S .W .4 . (Nr- c T a ? " n J uM

Mp. PHILIP DURHAM, Occultist.
"  T h e  H a n d  o f  M a n ,  b i s  N a m e ,  b i s  N u m b e r ,  a n d  b i s  H o u r  t  "

Original and helpful Kabalistic and Astro-numerological Readings. Former, 5s., 105. Latter (com- 
bined Name, Number, Colour Vibrations, Illustrated, and Astrology), 7s. 6d., 15s. (long). 14 pages 
Manuscript. Conditions, Prospects, and Month's Time Chart of Strong Hours. “ A real help ; the 
most interesting reading I have ever had . . “  . . . given me a fresh outlook." State Birth-date,
Time, if known, Sex, Colouring. Postal and Personal Lessons in Scientific Hand Reading. Unique Gilt 
charm with wonderful inscription, is. post free. Also large Chart of Hand— every line explained, Illus­
trations of Types, and over 1,500 words information, is. 2d. post free.

Interviews elsewhere. Clients Visited. Letters only to PHILIP DURHAM, 3rd Floor, 67 JERMYN 
8T., PICCADILLY, S.W.1. Pleate cut out ihi» advertisement N O W  and k e e p  it for reference

Lei me help you.
Mme. M A N Y A  R ICH A R D

Normal and Trance Medium. Diagnosis and Psychometry. At home 
daily; Sunday by appointment. Psychometry by post. Send article, 
stamped envelope, and 2/6 or 5/-. 48 George Street, (neâ ifrid’ge's)

THEKE I S N O DEATH.

M r  i l  .1 I I  AM f l  f l  (Est. 1882). Normal and Trance Spiritual
____* * *_______ Medium and Magnetic Healer. Seances for
Investigators— Mondays, 8. 2 /»  ; Thursdays at 3, 2/6. Receives daily by appointment.— 
56 Talbot Road, Richmond Road, Westbourne Grove, London, W 2. Buses 7, 31, 

46, 28, 15, 27a BC. Nearest Station, Westbourne Park (Met.).
"No medium in London who is so trustworthy and so accurate.”— W. T. S t e a d .

“ How to Read Tea-C ups,”  with illustrations of real cups and mean- 
ings of Occult Symbols, 1/7. M ystic Fortune Telling Cards, Symbols 
and Meanings on each card, 1/8. Clairvoyant Colour Cards and
Book of Fate, 1/3.

“ SIG N A.”  12 Newton Street, Charing Cross, Glasgow.

THERE IS A TIME FOR ALL THINGS.
Your Stars will show when. Calculations from 10s. 6d. Reading free. Send birth time, 
date and place, Sex. ESME SWAINSON, Echo V illa, Batheaston BATH.
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YOUR NAME IND1CATES
time required. Chart and brief Judgment 5  s .  

M A D A M  VIRGO, c / o  O c c u l t  R e v i e w ,
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your charactcr, talents, general trend of life, 
and the raason why. Full name, birth dato and 

Extended Reading 7  s .  6 d .
P a t e r n o s t e r  H o u s e ,  L O N D O N , E.C.4.

A PROFESSIONAL CAREER AWAITS YOU !
(CharlfTtd and IntorpnralH l uru l.r  B n lir h  atul A m rrien n  G «  rrnm rul*  Principal*: Pro!. Dr. THOS 1IMS0N : .Sr 
F.B.PÄ,London.DüA, and Indian Aoademp o! Science; MadamM. J.TIMSON, MX.P.S., Read..and malti,f Icciurere 
and exaimners. I iteratuie iree. 2d. postage. Sec. I.P .P.I.. Ltd.. 3 Museum Square. Leicener England 
Copy " M E D I U M S H I P  F O R  T H E  M I L L I O N , "  1/3^post.  Y o u  n e c d  t h i s  l i t t l e  b o o k .

Ile« C CICI n c p  C la irvoyan te , P sy ch o m etr ist . Interview s daily, 
IT IIo . O. l IL L U L n ,  2 to 8 . S a tu rd ays ex cep ted . Psychom etry by 
post (send  b irth  date and s ta m p ), fro m  2 /6 .  > P h o n e  i
29 Fairbridge Road, Upper Holloway, near Highgate Tube, N.19. Mount view «863.

MAX METCALFE
Readings, 2 /6, 5 /« ; Extended Reading, 10/6. 

Life Reading, £1 ls .

T h e  w ell-k n ow n  Lecturer and Psychic, gives 
posta l psychom etry from  sm all articles, 
A d vice  on  H ealth , T alents, etc. 

“ ROTHSEA,”  CECIL STREET,
KETTERING, ENGLAND.

THE DEAD-ACTIVE! By Hül l !  (Haweis) Posthumous author of “  Not Silent 
If dead ! ” through the meditinuhip of "Parma.

M r s . L a m b  F e r n ie ,  4 0  B e d fo r d  G a r d e n s ,  L o n d o n ,  W .8 . Price 4/6, postage 4J.
Light—"There is much that will appeal as sensible and beautiful.” . . .  ,
Rev. Vale Owen.—̂ "There is here no posing for effect, but just the outpouring of a big heart, full oi love and 

human comradeship."

PSYCH IC 1 V I S S .  are specially asked for by M essrs. 
A rthur H. S tockwell, L td ., Publishers, 29 Ludgate Hill, London. 
No reading fees. Established 1898. M S S . all kinds also considered.

FIG Ü R E0L0G Y .
S p ir it u s ,  c/o '

Your character and talents from your number. 
N o t  Astrology. State birthday, month, year, 
sex, 3s. 6d. Part given to Red Cross funds. 

O c c u l t  R e v i e w , ”  Paternoster House, E.C.4.

MADAME LIBRA
envelope.

gives clairvoyant read in gs . Appointments 
by letter only. Send stamped addressed 

7 E arl’s Court G ardens, London, S.W .5  (opposite Station).

t  V IS U  TO BRIGHTON is incom« „ ^ ' PV r S :X S .» * .  «...
Professor and Mrs. J. MILLOTT SEVERN,

68 West 8treet and West Pier. Daily. ------  25 Years Practical Experten«.

I I ^  \ k T  P U H  I \  is  novv booklng dates for h is  Interesting and in-
J V I |  .  wV m I s F I  I  E l f  form ative L ectu rcs: 1.—T he Story on the Hand:

N otabilities D elineated (Lantern slid es). 2.—Hands 
and H oroscopes. 3.—P lanets and T ran sits. Fees m oderate. Interview s by appointment. 
G arden Fetes, e tc ., attended. 6  NETHERFO RD ROAD, CLAPHAM , LONDON, S.W .4.

P . S .  H E R U - K A .  84 kensal road, London, vv.io.
N ativ ities calculated and read ings given on 

bealth , m arriage, financial prospects, etc. Any questions answ ered . T im e, date, and 
place of birth required. M aps from  15 /6 . Fees pre-payab le. G enuineness guaranteed.

The “ A f u - R a ” Chapter of T h e  B r o t h e r h o o d  o f L M h t
has now been formed in London. Public meetings to be held on January 13^. 
2oth and 27th at 8 p.m. at The Plane Tree, 106 Gt. Russell Street, W.C.i- A 
copy of the Constitution and rules and a list of Speakers and Lectures on 
application to H. N i x o n , Hon. Sec., 97 Ledbury Road, Bayswater, W .1 1 .

R egu lu s, A strologer.
Time, Date, Place of Birth and Sex required. If married, date of s a in e  
for correction purposea. 93 C ow gate S treet, N orw lch .


