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NOTES OF THE MONTH

“PRAYER,” says the author of the Universal Telephone, “ is
the individual soul trying to express itself to the Universal Soul.”
A similar thought runs through the chapter on the Power of Prayer
in Mr. Sydney Klein’s latest work, The Way of Attainment*
Mr. Klein puts it in this way. He asks us to accept the following
postulates : Firstly, that nature was made by nature’s God ;
so that the forces contained in phenomena must be regarded as
emanations from that God, and the whole universe must be con-
sidered as the manifestation or materialization of what may be
what is ca”ec® thought or will of God. Secondly, that

? our real spiritual personality is akin to and indeed

part of the Great Spirit. It follows that, being

spiritual, our real personality is not limited by time and space,
and being akin to the Deity may be said to have no freewill of
its own, outside that of its fountain or source. Its will, in
short, must always be working towards perfection in the form of
a recognition of the prayer, “ Let Thy will be done ” ; thatisto
say, by bringing it more and more into perfect touch and sym-
pathy with the Universal Spirit. It must also be capable of

*London : William Ridelr & Son, Ltd. 55. net.
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making its petition feit by already having gained a knowledge of
what that etemal will'is.

By examination of the phenomena around us, we find that
the power to influence by sympathetic action is the very basis of
survival and progress throughout the universe. All the organic
world, in short, appears to be praying in one form or another,
and the organism that is not in sympathy with its environment,
and cannot therefore derive help and nourishment from its sur-

roundings, inevitably perishes. The action of our

COSMIC . o

SYMPATHY. sense organs is based upon th_e_appreuatl_on of

vibrations of greater or less rapidity, according to
the presence in those organs of processes capable of responding
in sympathy with these frequencies. This capacity of respond-
ing under sympathetic action is universal, both in the organic
and inorganic worlds. Prayer, our author contends, is but
another instance of this universal principle of sympathetic action.
All divine thoughts and desires emanate from the spiritual, and
true prayer, Mr. Klein contends, is not asking for earthly favours,
but is in the nature of communion with God, and is only possible
when we have thrown open the Windows and doors of our being,
so that his love may find entrance thereto.

Prayer, then, involves the act of Submission entailed in attain-
ing to a state of mind in which it is possible for us to vibrate in

prayer as sPiritual sympathy with the source of our being.
‘an act of " The act of submission€ says our author, “ to a
Submission higher wiU>oarries with it a wonderfully consoling

TO THE influence when that higher will is known to be the

DIVINE All Loving.” Hypnotized by the appalling immen-

WILL. sity of the universe, we may think that our prayers

to One who comprises all space, time, power and
knowledge, must needs be inefhcacious ; but, in fact, “ every atom
in the universe is in such intimate Connection with the whole
that it actually pulls every other atom towards it ” through
the force of gravitation. No atom can be moved, however
slightly, without every other atom in the whole universe being
influenced by that displacement. Mr. Klein contends further
that no prayer must be for anything personal, but merely
the expression of the desire of the petitioner to be placed in
communion with the Universal Spirit of Life. That this form
of prayer is the highest and most ennobling may well be
admitted And yet, in spite of Mr. Kleins contention, the
records which reach us of answers to specific petitions in prayer
are stnkmgly numerous. How is it, we may ask, that such
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prayers are answered, if, indeed, this is so ? Take the case
which a lady friend who was present on the occasion narrated
to me. It has reference to an experience of the late Mrs. Mary
Davies. | give it exactly as she wrote it out for me.

Diiring the second year of the War, | went, one Sunday evening, to
a Service In the “ Steiriway Hall,” held by the * Marylebone Spiritualist
Association.” Towards the end of the Sérvice after an excellent address
and some clairvoyant descriptions bY Mrs. Mary Davies, this lady
%dv%nced towards the front of the platform with an open letter in heér
angs, saying — _ _ _

“ ha\)/_le Jgust received this letter from the Westminster Hospital, and
| should like to explain it to you as | feel sure you will all rejoice with

Mme. . . .

" Three weeks ago at the close of this Service a nurse came to me telling
me that there was a patient (lady) in her Hospital who was in a very
grave condition through excessive drug-taking. Nothln? more could be

one for her, and the doctors could not enfirely stop the drug, as her
condition was even worse when this experiment was tried. _

“ She_then asked me if | could do anythlng for her, and | promised
to try. Thatevening m()! hushand and | Knelt down and prayed earnestly
for dn hour. At the'end of that time we looked up, and there stood the
form of Jesus Christ, with a lamb under His arm.  He said nothing, but
we both feit that our prayers would be answered. That was three weeks
ago, and to-day I received this letter from the nurse telling me that the
same Vision that we saw appeared to the patient at the ‘same time in
the Hospital, and from that moment all desire for the drug had disap-
Peared and the lady is now almost well, never having once gone back
rom that time, .

“She adds that she would not write before lestthe eure should beonly
a temporary one, but as she improved steadily each day could wait no
longer before telling the good news.

_She_also adds™ An Ody dOUbtln_? the veracity Of this Statement
can inquire at the Westminster Hospital for themselves.”

What is the explanation of a case like this ? Is it not that in
response to the prayer, spiritual forces on the other side were
brought into action, and thus the fulfilment of the petition was
brought about ? Prayer, in short, acts as an incentive to min-

istering spirits, who are thus enabled to serve the
m inlil\slée r  neec[s Qf suffering humanity. The response, that is
to say, comes from divine agencies being set in

SPIRITS. .

motion, and we need not, therefore, trouble our
heads as to the sort of difficulties that are so frequently raised,
as to the impossibility of answers to personal prayers by an
omniscient Deity. This difficulty has very often been feit and is
evidently feit also by Mr. Klein, and yet, as it appears to me, it is
in reality no difficulty at all. It is put in this way by Mrs. Annie
Besant in Esoteric Christianity. *“ The religious spirit,” she says.
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“ finds its very life in prayer. Yet even the religious man some-
times feels uneasy as to the rationale of prayer. Is he teaching
the All-Wise ? Is he urging beneficence on the All-Good ? Is
he altering the will of Him in whom is no variabieness neither
shadow of turning ? Yet he finds, in his own experience, and in
that of others, definite sequences of a request and a fulfilment.”

Many of these instances, Mrs. Besant continues, do

not refer to subjective experiences, but to hard
rationale facts of the so.caned objective World. A man has

OF PRAYER. praye(j for maoney)an(i the post has brought him the

required amount. A woman has prayed for food, and food has
been brought to her door. Though, of course, this is far from
invariably the case, the instances of it are sufficiently startling to
make anyone pause before maintaining that there is no response
to specific appeals from the superphysical worlds. Though the
form of prayer which puts the petitioner in communion with the
divine and asks for nothing of a worldly nature may be the highest
of all.'it is surely shutting our eyes to a vast body of evidence to
deny the efficacy of that other form of prayer which calls in to the
aid of man those spiritual intelligences, the ignoring of which
has sapped so effectually the vital essence of the Protestant creed.
The loftier the nature of the prayer, the higher will be the grade
of intelligence that responds, and may we not also say that
prayers of an evil or of a purely worldly and selfish kind, call in
also a lower Order of intelligence, whose response may bring, in
the long run, more evil than good to the petitioner ? Surely at
least the Roman Catholic religion did well in encouraging prayers
to saints and angels, even though the response may be held in
most cases to come from some other source than that of the
particular saint or angel invoked.

There are many prayers, of course, of which the futility is
sufficiently obvious. “ Where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also. And the prayer in many of these cases is the
index of the heart s desire. A certain Archdeacon preaching once
on prayer to a congregation that included a boys’ school, told a
story for the edification of his hearers, of a boy who had died at
school, and about whose destination in the other world his par-
ents had some reason to be anxious. After his death a search
was made through his papers, in the hope of finding that he had
more leamng towards the spiritual side of things than he had ever
shown to his school companions or his family. All, however,
they were able to discover was a dirty piece of blotting paper
on which he had written in large scrawling characters the words,
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" May God made me good— at cricket !” In a somewhat similar
way it was observed at a school which shall be nameless that the
captain of the school football team neglected saying his prayers
except on certain specific occasions, these occasions always coin-
ciding with the date of some particularly important match.
Incidentally it may be remarked that his prayers appear to have
been answered, for he was uniformly successful.

Even apart from prayers answered by individual super-
physical intelligences, may it not be possible to draw aid, in the
hour of need, direct from the Universal Reservoir of Life ? It

FOCUSING MaY be argued that this can be done rather by
THE WILL. concentration and foc_usmg of th_e will power than
by prayer pure and simple, but is not this after all

one of the many forms of prayer, and in fact, just as much a prayer
as the self-surrender of the individual to the divine will ? The
former, indeed, may be the safer and purer method, inasmuch
as the concentrated will, unless free from selfishness and personal
motive, may attract a response from lower levels ; but in practice,
both methods may be held to be efficacious in their own degree
and kind. Many would argue that prayer is after all only a form
of auto-suggestion. A man may pray for divine

DIVINE ble him t tain bad

GRACE OR grace _to enable him to conquer a certain bad or

AUTO- un_deswable hab_lt, _and believing that he receives

SUGGES- this grace, he_w!ll fmc_i strength to conquer it. The

TION 2 orthodox Christian will contend that it is truly the

* fact that he is the recipient of an influx of this
divine grace. The man of Science will at once pooh-pooh this
contention and point to the result as a typical instance of the
force of auto-suggestion. Perhaps there is a certain truth in
both standpoints.

In connection with the problem of prayer, it is impossible to
omit reference under present circumstances to the alleged cases
of healing by prayer and the laying on of hands through the
mediumship of Mr. J. M. Hickson. Such incidents necessarily
arouse a considerable amount of scepticism, and in many cases
there are doubtless exaggerated accounts of the benefit received.
There is again the fact which must be taken into consideration
that the number of those healed, even accepting

H|C|2ASF§:I)N’S the eures as recorded, bears a very small Pro-
HEALING portion to those who have attended the Services
MISSION in the hope of obtaining some physical benefit or

alleviation of their complaints ; and it is only natural
that among the multitude of those who go away no better than
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they came, considerable disappointment should be caused. All
these things must be allowed for, but it can, | think, plausibly
be contended that the percentage of eures is infmitely higher
than that obtained through pilgrimages to Lourdes and other
healing shrines, and there has been no strong public criticism
raised as to such pilgrimages, in spite of the fact that they
appear to entail much greater hardships and to involve much less
in the way of benefit to the pilgrims than do Mr. Hickson’s
Services.

A book dealing with Mr. Hickson’s missions to various parts
of the world has just been published by Messrs. Methuen & Co.,
Ltd.,* and the evidence contained in it is certainly very striking.
It may be said, of course, that the book, looked at from one point
of view, is in the nature of an advertisement for Mr. Hickson.
On the other hand, we must bear in mind the altruistic nature of
the work done, and it must surely be also admitted that if the
facts are as stated it is only right that they should be given to the
world. It is noteworthy that in the majority of cases the facts
are vouched for by people of repute on the spot, who should be

in a position to know. Thus, Dr. Long, Bishop of Bathurst,
N.S.W., writes:

_M){ own acceptance of the Claims for the revival of the healing
ministry in the Church has slowly passed in a few years through the
stages 0f resistance, doubt, and _mqulry, to frank and open recognition.
| had feit the force of every objection that has been raised long before
such were raised in our midst. Ultimately it was the cautious investiga-
tion over a Ferlod of %/ears of the work and phenomena of Christian
healing in all parts of the world that compelled me to revise and then
recast my preconceptions and my m_|sconc_eﬁt|ons. ... The first fact
that impressed one was the manner in which people rose to the call of
prayer. Week after week our Services of prayerin the Bathurst Cathedral
grew.  There were no “ attractjons.” The Service was of

THE EVI- simplest form. The people just wanted to get on
DENCE OF ” e'r knees and pray. A great deal of the praying was
DR [ None *n e shence oj.ggrehat thron ofathovsand pe&ple.
v LONG- 1t was almost Incrediblé that so many peoEecouId eep
such a breathless silence. The next femarkahle fact was

the uprush of sy_mpath7y In the whole communlt&/. ... What are the
results of the mission 7 It is readily understandable that sympathetic
people should feel a great and crushing disappointment to fall upon many
who have had no_ immediate manifestation of healing. The fear was
natural, but experience in every part of the world has proved that it
is groundless, The sick receive an amazing spiritual uplift. What of
physical healings ? | eite now but a few of such cases, and | write words
of truth and soberness. | have looked into the eyes that were badly

* Heal the sick, DY J. M. Hickson. Methuen & Co.; ys. 64. net.
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crossed of a lad and so weak in 3|gnht that he could hardly see by the
aid of thick lenses. | have seen that boy two hours latér with eyes
Eerfectl straight and discarding glasses.”... In two other cases |
now of children’s eyes hecoming straight and normal. | have seen a
child that has not walked for elght years walk quite steadily along the
cathedral Path to its father and mother. . .. The last person upon
whom we laid hands on Wednesday mornln? was blind in the left eye,
and as she passed from the vestry the sight returned in full.  On Tuesday
moming the first person upon whom we laid hands looked to_be at the
door of death. He was so weak the nlg_ht before that it was impossible
to take him to the private house to which he had been assigned. For
years he had been bedridden. Two hours later he was dressed and
walkmgi about, and doing physical exercises, to show his recovered powers.
He walked to the Cathedral in the afternoon to return thanks. . . .
Another woman of somethirty years of age, on the evidence of the rector
and herrelatives, had never sPoken in her'life. A doubting friend rushes
up and says, “ Can you really speak ?” and is transfixed with wonder
upon receiving the answer, " No, not much.”

This is only a selection from the cases vouched for by Dr.
Long. And Dr. Long is only one of many in similar positions
whose testimony appears in the present volume.

The following story recorded by the Rev. W. Parker, of Park
Town, Johannesburg, is one that may arouse a rather special
interest—

One of the Stewards at the Cathedral noticed a poor woman coming
out carrying a baby, and holding on to her dress was a small girl of four
or live. “ The mother was tired and the baby was heavy, and she spoke
crossly to the little girl, who was trying to say something. The Steward
caught the child’s words and stopped the mother.

Why are you in such a hurry ?” _

“0h,” she answered, “it’s late, and here’s the whole morning heen
wasted. Ever since she_heard of this Mission she’s pestered me t0 take
her to Mr. Hickson until I had to bring her for the sake of peace.”

“ What’s wrong with her ?” _

“Why, she’s been blind in the left eye since she was bom. Now
| must get home, and not waste any more time.” _

C“Waita moment,” said the Steward, “ she’s trying to teil you some-
hhmg,)””and turning to the child, he said, “ What afe you saying, my
ear

“1 can see cried the child : *1 can, reall

Placing his hand over the child’

hild’s right eye, the man tested her, and
found she could see perfectly with the hitherfo blind left eye. He turned
to the mother. * She is quite right,” he said quietly, * she can See.”
There was @ moment’s pause, then the mother snatched: the child closely
to her. “ Oh, m%God 1™ she cried, “ will He ever forgive me ? " “
home,” said the Steward, “ and (k;et your hushand and family together,
and get on your knees and thank God for what He has dong, and ask
Him "to help YOU all to serve Him from now onwards.” In this case,
through a little child's healing, a whole household was converted.
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It is impossible not to feel impressed by such records, though
of course opinions will differ widely as to the source from which
the healing came. Since the War was over there have been a
number of cases recorded in the press of soldiers who were blinded
through Shell shock or otherwise recovering their sight through a
sudden shock, or accident. And it is beyond doubt that intense

emotion may in certain circumstances produce an

what is egect UpOn nerves which makes good some
'I'I—E,’:_aﬁ%RETlesion that medical skill has been unable to touch,
CURES 2 and these cases may not unnaturally be pointed to

" as parallels in a certain sense. Instances like this

may help us to understand the manner in which the eure in many
of the cases cited came about. But it hardly serves to diminish
our wonder at the sum total of results obtained through this
singulér healing mission. 1 do not think it is open to doubt that
Mr. Hickson has some very special natural magnetic gift of heal-
ing, and it is not unreasonable to suppose that many of the eures
effected would have taken place equally well had Mr. Hickson
treated his patients from the commonsense standpoint of an
ordinary medical practitioner, merely making use of his magnetic
Personality, apart entirely from any religious Service or cere-
monial. Had he gone about his work in this manner, would he
have achieved more or less striking results ? Many people will
doubtless ask themselves this question. But it is clearly the
opinion of numerous witnesses that the spiritual and emotional

side of the mission was a large factor in the results obtained. As
the poet teils us —

More things are wrought by prayer
Than this"world dreams of.

And this saying need not, surely, be limited to any particular
form of prayer. Whether this praying take the form of an act of
Submission to a higher will, or a definite appeal for active assist-
ance in the hour of need from the super-physical worlds, both
surely are valid, and the poet who wrote the lines, 1 am con-
vinced, meant his verse to apply no less to one than to the other.

No conception of the super-physical worlds which denies
gradations innumerable between the human and the divine, is

jacob’s consistent with what we know of natural law. The

ladder. cru”e ideas which postulate a divine being unap-
proachably distant from common humanity and

no Jacob’s Ladder with its ranks of graded intelligences in be-
tween, opening out illimitable vistas of greater power and greater
spirituality, is surely one that may at length finally be dismissed
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by the more scientific spirit of the present day, along with its
kindred delusions of the " bliss unending ” and the “ eternity of
woe,” with which our obsolete hymnologists have made us so
HE THAT regrettably familiar. It is well, also, to remember,
<{ J .

DOETH ,, for those ‘who Prefer the more impersonal form of
—— prayer, that the Great Master who taught us to say
“ Our Father which art in Heaven,” while He inculcated the
duty of spiritual Submission to the divine will, taught this not as
an act of Submission only, but as a prelude to doing the will of the
Father. “ Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord ! Lord ! shall
enter into the kingdom of Heaven, but he that doeth the will of
my Father.” He did not say, as some people seem to imagine,

“ Pray first, and then wait and see.”

A further volume of the fascinating script obtained in relation
to the Abbey at Glastonbury and its early history has just been
published under the title of The Company of Avalon,* and the
author (or editor) is, as before, Mr. Bligh Bond. The main body
of the script in the present instance has been obtained through
a lady whose name is not given, but who is merely described

under the initial S. In August, 1919, this lady
Company recede<™ automatically a curious script which had
of avalon re“erence  Winchester in the days when there was
'an abbey adjoining the cathedral. Ambrosius, the
communicator, apparently entered his novitiate under the last
of the Saxon abbots of Glastonbury, and remained there under
his Norman successor. He seems to have been not only a
monk but an architect, a not unusual combination in those days.
The lady in question is told in this script that she herseif in
those early days was sub-prior of Winchester Abbey under Prior
Godfrey, and also that he, Ambrosius, " lived again when men
spake a tongue like unto that whyche ye speke now, but now I
can remember mee of yours somewhat.”

Sub-prior S}/mon' under Pryor Godfrey ye were and were Maister of
Novitium (master of the novices). There were but eight.. Thou didst
from Flanders come in the yeare before the Rln%e_was_ slain in the Boldre-
wood (this would be 1099). Laus Deo ! Much ill didde hee, and ill did
hee bringe on ye Minster—ye Towre all tobrocan on him after I Yfande
were thou evermooche ylearne of boke (very book-learned) for ye monkes
of Sanct Swithun. No man thowte of the olde chirche of Sanct Ethel-
woldes save to brake and to fallen in our dagen, but ane Kapella ad fontes
(Maister Autel above) now in cryptes in ecclesiam minorem.

’_kThe Company of Avalon. By F Bllgh Bond, FRlBA OXfOfd .
Basil Blackwell: 7s. 64. net.
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Brother Symon himself, it appears, spent much time at
Glastonbury, with whose abbot, Robert, he was very friendly.
Hence the connection with the Glastonbury script. It is note-
worthy in connection with these Communications that the lady

in question is constantly addressed as “ Brother

BROTHER Symon - ang invariably in the masculine gender.

symon. The fact that she -s nQW a woman js ignored, and

indeed, as far as one can gather, it is not even realized. It
appears that S. in her earth life as a monk was very severe with
the novices and also with the young children, and took special
exception to the other sex. This is what Ambrosius writes in
the script of September 12, 1921:

Ambrosius Speaketh, Thou art in truth, brother hee whom wee
say thou art. For, as thou thinkest, some there bee who ayen in earth
dwell. And thou wert over stark and stern towards ye littel novices and
children : aye, and loathed women-folk as if they childer of Satanas were
himself. Never knew | one to speke as thou didst atte times. Now hast
thou muche ylearnt, but how, I know not, save that | see thee in grete

itie for all poore sicke folk and littel yonge childer. | see thee amon%
hem, and near thee, childer in white, in choro. But many women-fol
too, and none clad as we saw in past days.

The pointis obviously that it has been S.’s karma to be rebom
into the sex which she treated with such contempt (woman-haters
please note ) and to spend her days givinghelp and assistance to
the children with whom heretofore she had been so harsh and
stem. Herlewyn, who was second abbot of Glastonbury under

THE Norman rule, also, we are told, has been bom again as
nrTOTXT_  a worthy priest, and Galfridus, a monk ofthesame
of rebirth days’ and a’s0 architect at Glastonbury, was, if we
' may accept the script, bom again and lived another

life in the same capacity of architect, so that obviously rebirth
according to the views expressed in the script is no unique occur-
rence. “ These things,” we are told in the script, “ be hardand
strdnge to those yet hid in the dark mists of earth.” And again :

The soule cometh to earthe again as babe ar]dy_on?echilde—asmanne
or woman, and lyveth a ryghte true human life"in the wyrlde. Onlie,
ever is there a chaine fine’and lyghte as ayre which bindeth ye soule—
Spirit—back to our wyrlde here, and by it ye spirit oft passethback, and
a part of it ever dwelleth after a tyme. ~ Rede ye not in Holy Gospell that
Our Lorde sayeth—I will it in Englisc tongue write “ Lo ! | pray yate

Kque W hom Thou to € hast gifan may with Mee bee where

,,fe®ye not that part of Oure Lorde ever jn Heofan was ?  Soe is. it
with H;ys h?he 0 eB.p Ever part dwel?eth with Him, but yllsnked up with
numan’soule and bodie on ‘erthe. 1
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S. is moreover informed :

. Thou art indeede symon, and have too lived hefore as other. And
in many ways hast thou trodde : and wee see afar others. Yetthy chaine

holdeth sure. And thou, once our Abbat, ryﬁht surely art thou with us

here and thy wyrke hath been grete, for thou hast loved Glaston and hast

loved human ky{nde, and back to erthe wentest thou gladly as knight

ggeth to war. Yetyears past ere thy Quest came to thee'and'many trials
idst thou meet.

Thus, though reincamation appears to be the usual order of
things, and S. appears to have been remembered in two previous
lives, it is stated, “ Not all souls again to earth from us go.
Many leam here and in regions we see afar, so it is part of a

plan so great that we can it not see all.” It looks,
SIR : : . :
0. lodae’ according to the monk’s account, as if a time came

' VfEV\Elle S when there was no further need to return again to

' this planet. Other lessons have to be learned in
distant worlds. It is clear that the author himself is anxious
that his readers should not regard him as personally committed
to the doctrine of reincamation. He quotes the following passage
from Sir Oliver Lodge, with approval:

As regaxds, reincamation, it is probably a mistake to suppose that
the same individual whom we Icnow in bodily form is likely to _ap{)ear again
at some future date. ... What may happen, however, is that some
other portion of the Iar?e_r_self becomes incarnate, and if so it would be
likely to feel a strong affinity though often in a vague and puzzled way,
with” some other portion which had been embodied previously.

Obviously the trouble of such an hypothesis lies in the associa-
tion of karma with reincamation, as exemplified, for instance, in
the case of Brother Symon. Brother Symon has been a woman

THE hater, and has been hard on the children. She

) returns to earth in the sex she scomed, and has to

monk's . L .

TEACHING atone for her previous harshness by ministering to
ON the very children to whom before she showed herseif

“ KARMA.” so unsympathetic. If we accept Sir Oliver Lodge’s

" standpoint and look at this larger seif as, to put

it crudely, some huge octopus with numerous tentacles that
reincarnate one by one (for this is practically what it comes to),
is it not a little absurd that one of the tentacles should pay the
penalty for the misdeeds of another tentacle in a future life ?
and how would tentacle number one's moral character be
benefited by such vicarious atonement ? Such a conception
would obviously do away with all the aim and point of rein-
camation. It would be the doctrine of vicarious atonement
carried to its extreme logical absurdity. Is it not rather the



12 THE OCCULT REVIEW

case that the reincamating ego is dependent on the physical form
in which it reincamates for its fuller or less com-
THE plete expression, and that in one body certain sides
whipping of the may find Means of expression that
BOY NOT are denied tO them fn another, and also conditions
part of -njfe “gj-g Opportunities missing in the last incar-
THE divine nation may  made good ? This isavery different
PLAN'  matter fromwhat | venture to describe as the octopus
hypothesis. If Sir Oliver Lodge’s theory had any foundation
in fact, the main arguments advanced in favour of reincamation
would go by the board. This is not, however, to say that the
entire potentialities of any individual are incarnate at one time.
Surely the monks of Avalon have put the matter in a far truer
and more spiritual manner than Sir Oliver Lodge in saying,
“ Ever part dwelleth in Him but linked up with human soul
and body on earth.” Is not in reality that larger seif of which
Sir Oliver Lodge speaks partly an ideal of the future and partly
a thing in process of becoming, the means to the building of
which are those many personalities which are in the end destined
to constitute a “ une being” ? Surely, too, as time goes on,
and the soul is perfected, the intimacy of relationship between
one personality and another in the succession of lives becomes
merged in absolute identity.
In the thought of Ambrosius, I would suggest that by " the

the over- part which dwelleth in Him but is linked up with
shadowing human soul and body on earth ” is intended the
spirit* higbest spiritual part of man which is never actually
incarnate on earth but overshadows the ego during

earth life, that part to which Socrates refers as his “ Daimon.”
Perhaps also we may place in the same category the children’s

guardian angels, who ever behold the face of my Father
which is in Heaven.”

I have already published a review of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s
latest work, Memories and Advmtures, a book, I may mention by
the way, of many-sided interest. My attention has been drawn
in this Connection to the author’s remarks on the subject of
A Theosophy (see pp. 86-87). Sir Arthur admitsthat
conan  be was a* one dme deeply interested and attracted
DOYLE AND by this cult, and he gives as his reason that “ while

Il p b Spiritualism seemed at that time to be chaos so

far as philosophy went, Theosophy presented a
very well thought out and reasonable scheme, parts of which,
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notably reincarnation and karma, seemed to offer an explanation
of some of the anomalies of life.” What Sir Arthur expresses
here has, 1 am quite sure, been feit by many others besides him-
self. But like many of these others, Sir Arthur was put off by
exposures, or alleged exposures, of Madame Blavatsky’s trickery,
and in addition to this, by the dogmatism and lack of scientific
spirit of Theosophists generally. Surely, however, he goes too
far when he says that “ Theosophy will be in a stronger position
when it shakes off Madame Blavatsky altogether.” It seems to
me, | confess, that in spite of all H.P.B.’s shortcomings and
admitted frailties, Theosophy without Madame Blavatsky would
be uncommonly like Hamlet without the Prince of Denmark.

With reference to a review that appeared in my last issue
of Bennett's Philosofthical Study of Mysticism, price 12s. 6d.,
we are asked to state that this is published in England by the
Oxford University Press, Amen House, Warwick Square, E.C.4,
as are also all the other Yale University books.

A CHINESE MEMORY

By PHYLLIS M. JAMES

CENTURIES past, in China, you and |
Loved and were parted—you to bleed and die
Beneath the swift sword of a brother’s hate—
I to remain alone and desolate,

Sighing my sorrows to the midnight sky.

Can you remember now the magic hours

Of moonrise, when the dim-lit lotus flowers—
Stars in the misty heaven of the lake—
Opened their eyes on us, and watched us make
Our lovers’ vows beside the willow bowers ?

Or is it all forgotten— the delight

Of dawn upon the red and rose and white

Of peach and plum ; and the acacia trees
Swinging their snowflake blossoms in the breeze,
Tinted like opals in the early light ?
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We were so young in China long ago—

Not yet grown tired with the to and fro

Of hurrying days and dreads and desperate fears
That brought us through these intervening years
Till now . . . and even now you do not know—

You do not feel that strdnge remembering thrill
That comes with moonlight when the lake is still,
Where beds of iris, faintly glowing, stand

Like water fairies linking hand in hand,

Longing to dance because the wind is chill.

Within your soul no far-off echoes ring

When through the cherry orchards in the Spring
You walk, and breathe the incense they distil,
That, centuries ago, would often fill

Our hearts with maddest, sweetest suffering.

Your busy mind recalls no mystic lore,

No thought of mighty Buddha and his store
Of wisdom ; or the Temple cool and dim
Where at his shrine we supplicated him,
Laying our faithful offerings at his door.

No ; it is lost—the flitting memory
Of love and violence and philosophy
That made our world in distant China then.
Now we are moderns, and with modern men
We must forget our ancient dignity.

Yet still the living brightness of your eyes
Reveals the secret that within you lies ;

My soul’s deep knowledge shows me once again
That early love that led us through its pain
Into affinity which never dies.



SAINT FRANCIS AND CHRISTMAS.

By EDITH K. HARPER, Author of “St. Francis of
Assisi: The Troubadour of God,” “ The Coming of the
Franciscans,” etc., etc.

Star of the East, the horizon adoming, _
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid !

EVERY day of the year had for the Seraphic Francis some
lovely spiritual meaning. But none was so full of glory as
that Day of Days whereon the Star of the East first shone over
the Manger at Bethlehem, when Divine Love came to earth in
the form of a Little Child.

And as he ever longed to share his own gladness with the
whole creature kingdom, it is told of God’s Troubadour by those
who were most with him in those days, and have left their
memories of him on record, that oftentimes they have heard
him say he would fain that: “ All the mayors of the cities and
the lords of the castles and towns be bound every year on
the day of the Nativity of our Lord, to ~compel their men to
throw wheat and other grain along the roads beyond the cities
and walled towns, so that our sisters the larks * may have
whereof to eat, and other birds also on a day of so passing
solemnity, and that for reverence of the Son of God whom on
such a night the most Blessed Virgin Mary did lay down in the
stall betwixt the ox and the ass, whosoever hath an ox and
an ass be bound on that night to provide them provender the
best that may be, and in like manner also that on such a day
all poor folk should be given their fill of good victual by the
rieh.” f

We are told indeed that it was to the inspiration of the Pover-
ello that the first “ Christmas Crib,” or representation of the
Manger, owes its existence as we see it now in Catholic churches
at the Christmas season, though Father Cuthbert reminds us

* One can imagine how St. Francis would have regarded the reported
ceremony of the reopening of Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese, when the piace de
resistance WA$ the famous™ pudding ” com}é)osed, it is said, among other
dainties, of “our sisters the larks."—E.K .H. N

The Mirror of Perfection. By15Br0ther LeO Of ASSlSl.
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that “ Nativity representations ” were already known in France
and England in the twelfth Century, but not in Italy until
so instituted by St. Francis in Umbria. And thus it befel.

One winter, some time after his retum from the Holy Land,
the Saint had repaired for a time to his hermitage at Greccio,
a retreat in a mountain fastness above the valley of Rieti, given
to him by his devoted friend and follower,—* a certain valiant
and veracious soldier,” as St. Bonaventura describes him,—
the knight Giovanni, a manof great riches and of noble lineage,
who some time before had become a “ Tertiary,” or Member of
,the Third Franciscan Order. This Third Order, it will be remem-
bered, embraced both men and women whose duties in the world
would not permit of their absolute withdrawal from it, but who
followed the life of “ poverty and simplicity ” in their hearts,
and held in all things the ldeal of the Poor Christ.

Francis had come to Greccio in sore turmoil of spirit, he had
been fighting for the honour of his Lady Poverty. He had
battled with worldly policy and expediency. Victory indeed
was his, but it had left him bruised and wounded in heart and
soul, and he longed for the peace and silence of the * ever-
lasting hills.”

Soon, under the sweet spell of nature, to whose benign influence
he was so susceptible, the Heavenly Messengers made their
presence feit, and as he gazed across the wind-swept valley to
the distant cities where men strove among themselves for the
things of this world, he reflected how near they were to losing
altogether the sense of an encompassing world of angels and
ministering spirits, those unwearied Messengers between God
and man. As he thus mused he bethought him yet again of that
Angelic Host which on a night of long ago brought to certain
shepherds,— abiding with their flocks on the hillside near Beth-
lehem,—tidings so glad in music so joyous that its echoes have
never fully died, even amid the strife of tongues and the
clamouring war drums of this restless world.

About a fortnight before Christmas, Francis sent for his friend
Giovanni, that gallant knight whom he *“ loved with special
affection,” and toldhim of anidea he had for celebrating at Greccio
the Festival of the Nativity. For this he had already, with
all due courtesy and respect, obtained the permission of Pope
Honorius 111, as St. Bonaventura is careful to remind us.

Make haste to go before,” said the Blessed Francis to Gio-
vanni, “ and diligently prepare what | teil thee. For | would
make memorial of that Child who was bom in Bethlehem, and
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in some sort behold with bodily eyes His infant hardships ; how
He lay in a manger on the hay, with the ox and the ass Standing

®Y"Then the Chronicler, Thomas of Celano, who teils the
story, relates with what zeal Giovanni “ made haste and pre-
pared in the aforesaid place all the things that the Saint had
told him of.” And with characteristic fervour Celano thus
continues his tale :

“ The day of gladness drew nigh, the time of exultation
arrived. The brethren were summoned from many ‘ places’;
the men and women of that town with exulting hearts
prepared tapers and torches, as they were able, to illumin-
ate that night which with its radiant Star has illuminated all
the days and years. At length the Saint of God came, and finding
all things prepared, beheld them and rejoiced. The Manger
had been made ready, the hay was brought, the ox and the ass
were led in.

“ There Simplicity was honoured, Poverty exalted, Humility
commended ; and of Greccio there was made as it were a new
Bethlehem. The night was lit up as the day, and was delight-
some to men and beasts. The people came, and at the new
Mystery rejoiced with new rejoicings. The woodland rang with
voices, the rocks made answer to the jubilant throng. The
brethren sang, yielding due praises to the Lord, and all that night
resounded with jubilation. The saint of God stood before the
Manger, full of sighs, overcome with tendemess and filled with
wondrous joy. The solemnities of the Mass were celebrated
over the Manger, and the priest enjoyed a new consolation . . .
and with sonorous voice chanted the Holy Gospel—an earnest,
sweet, clear and loud-sounding voice, inviting all to the highest
rewards.”

Then Francis preached lovingly to the assembled folk, “ and
uttered mellifluous words conceming the birth of the Poor King
and the little town of Bethlehem. . . . There the gifts of the
Almighty were multiplied.” Then happened a wonderful and
beautiful thing. To Giovanni, the loyal knight, was granted
“ a vision of wondrous efficacy.” For his spiritual sight was
opened and there before him in the Manger he saw a little
Child lying as though asleep, which, as Francis bent over it
seemed to wake and Stretch out its little hands towards the
saint. “ Nor,” adds Celano, “ was this vision incongruous;
for the Child Jesus had been given over to forgetfulness
in the hearts of many in whom, by the working of His Grace,
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He was raised up again through His servant Francis, and im-
printed on a diligent memory.”

“ At length the solemn vigil was ended and each one retumed
with joy to his own place.”

Three years later the Poverello spent his first Christmas with
the richest of the rieh in Paradise. But every year the friars made
a “ Crib” for the blessed Festival. We are told how, nearly
thirty years afterwards, the Lady Cléare lying at San Damiano
in her last illness, was sorely grieved that she could no longer be
present with her Sisters at the Holy Christmas Mass. But as
she lay in her bed very sorrowful, it seemed to her, while she
prayed, that she was actually present in the Church of San
Francesco, and thereheard the music, saw “ with her bodily eyes
the Crib” the friars had made, and shared in all the sweet
solemnities of the Feastin which earth and heaven are united.

A church at Greccio marks the place where the Manger stood
when Francis kept Christmas and Giovanni’s eyes were opened
to the presence of the Christ Child.

The story has never been forgotten in Italy. The people
cherish the tradition of that glorious night under the watch-
ing stars at Greccio, and everywhere in Umbria it is spoken of
with faith and reverence at Christmas-tide. In particular at
Assisi is the Nativity of the Poor King associated with the
joyful memories of His servant Francis.



HAUNTED HOUSES
By P. HILL

HAUNTED HOUSES

DURING the course of a lifetime extending over a period of
fifty years, 1 have only come across four cases of haunted houses
which could in every way be called authentic, and two of these
four instances were houses we occupied ourselves. The circum-
stances connected with the remaining two cases were related to
me at first hand—one by the lady who subsequently became my
wife, the other by a close personal friend.
I will take my own experiences first.

The Girl at the W indow

To avoid disappointment | will state at once that there is
nothing blood-curdling or dramatic about this first experience,
it being merely the record of an occurrence of which no satisfac-
tory explanation was ever forthcoming.

I was a boy of fourteen at the time, living a boy’s normal,
healthy life—outdoors most of it—as fishing, shooting and
kindred pursuits were the main factors of existence in those
days. Certainly 1 had no predisposition either to see, or believe
in, ghosts.

My home at the time was in Ireland—a large, rambling old
house in the cathedral town of Tuam, Covmty Galway. The
house stood some way back from the road, and was approached
by a carriage drive. | was subsequently told by my father—
who was senior curate of the Protestant Cathedral— that he was
aware that the house had a very peculiar local reputation, but
that the very moderate rent asked for it far outweighed in his
estimation its reputed supematural disadvantages. The nego-
tiations for the house were naturally concluded before we— his
family—arrived upon the scene, and he never enlightened us as
to its local repute until after we had left it. My mother, however,
came to hear something about it, owing to her utter failure to

obtain a maid locally—and ultimately we had to get a girl from.
is
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Dublin. For quite six months, however, nothing in the least
abnormal, or supemormal, occurred to disturb the even routine
of our lives, and if my father had had any qualms, he must by
that time have forgotten them.

It was a lovely sunny aftemoon in June when my first experi-
ence occurred. It was just before tea-time, and | ran upstairs
to wash my hands and make myself generally respectable before
joining the others at the tea table. The bedrooms all opened
out on to a long corridor, which ran the whole length of the
front of the house, and this corridor was lighted by four bay
Windows—so that on this sunny June aftemoon it was brilliantly
illuminated. On coming out of my room to go downstairs | saw
the maid, as | thought, Standing looking out of the window
immediately opposite my bedroom door. | thought nothing of
it, and ran downstairs just in time to see the maid carrying the
tea-tray into the dining-room.

I inquired casually who was upstairs, and my mother said
* No one,” for she and my younger sister were in the dining-
room, and my elder sister superintending tea preparations in the
kitchen, while my father was out visiting in the parish. | was
now so curious to find out who it was that | went straight into
the kitchen and asked my elder sister if she had just been upstairs.
She said “ No,” she had been in the kitchen the last half-hour.
On this, | ran upstairs again to see who it really was, but this
time there was no one there—though | searched all the rooms.
The whole affair, though taking some little time to describe,
did not actually take more than a couple of minutes from the
time | saw the girl at the window to the time | went upstairs
again to search. We were all a bit puzzled over it, and related
the incident to my father on his return, but he merely said
‘ Rubbish,” and told me not to let him hear me talking such
nonsense again.

So the matter ended for the time, but two days later a lady
coming to call upon my mother asked who it was Standing at
the window upstairs, as she thought it must be one of us and had
waved her hand, but her salute had not been returned. Again
it was proved that no one was upstairs at the time. | could see
my mother was getting a little uneasy about it, especially as
two days later another friend coming to the house had an exactly
similar experience.

There were, however, no further developments, and though
the incidents can hardly be described as uncanny, no explana-
tion was ever found of them. The most curious thing about
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them was that they all occurred in broad daylight, when ghosts
are generally supposed to remain secluded.

The Haunted Door

My next experience happened about nine years later, when
we had retumed to England and were living at Colchester, and
was of a more eerie character.

I suppose not many people are acquainted with Mersea
Island, a flat desolate island at the mouth of the river Colne.
I did a good deal of boating in those days, and offen used to run
down from Colchester to Wivenhoe by train, and there take a
boat down to the mouth of the river, cruising about between
Brightlingsea and Mersea Island, landing sometimes on the
island and at other times at Brightlingsea. It was on one of
these occasions that | first heard of a reputed haunted cottage
on the island.

The cottage had stood empty for some years, and was
gradually falling into decay, as no tenant could be found bold
enough to live there.

I was greatly interested in the stories | heard about this
cottage and determined if possible to ascertain for myself whether
there was any foundation for them. So I mentioned the matter
to a friend of mine who was also keen on boating, and we made
arrangements to camp out in the cottage for a night, in order to
gain some first-hand knowledge of the ghost, if there was one.
I may at this point mention that my friend was a medical Student,
on holiday at the time, and about as devoid of “ nerves” as a
man could well be. In fact he was hugely amused at the whole
affair, and chaffed me unmercifully for attaching any importance
whatever to the rumours.

To make a long story short, one summer’s afternoon we
dropped down the river from Wivenhoe and arrived at the cottage
about four o’clock. We were equipped with provisions, rugs, etc.,
for camping out all night, and finding a still useful grate in the
kitchen of the cottage, we determined to make a cup of tea first
of all. We soon had a cheerful fire going, and then remembered
that we had no milk. So I volunteered to go out and get some,
if possible, and left my friend to get on with the preparation of
our meal.

I was away some little while, as houses are few and far between
in that part of the world, and on getting back to the cottage was

c
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surprised to see rny friend walking about outside. He seerned
curiously upset, and on inquiring what was wrong he replied,
“ Come inside and see.”

| said, “ Have you seen the ghost ?” But he only repeated,
“ Come inside, and judge for yourself.”

So we went in together and my friend shut the door after us,
taking particular care to see that the latch had caught properly.
Then we sat down on our rugs, lighted our pipes and awaited
events. We remained like this perhaps five minutes, and then |
distinctly saw the handle of the door turn, the latch lift and the
door open. But there was no one there ! | went up and examined
the latch— tested both latch and catch thoroughly— and found
everything in proper working order. It was an impossibility for
the latch to lift itself or to come unfastened when once engaged.

Well, | re-fastened the door, making quite certain that the
latch was properly engaged, and then, instead of returning to
my former place, | took up a position close to and parallel with the
door, so that I should be able to see outside the moment the door
opened, even if it only opened half an inch. 1 had not been
watching more than a few seconds before I saw the handle tum,
the latch rise up out of the catch and the door open. We both
rushed outside— | went one way round the cottage and my friend
the other, meeting at the back without having seen anyone.

It must be remembered that this happened, not in the night,
but in broad daylight, with the sun shining. We therefore
decided that as we were unable to fathom the mystery in the
daylight, it was unlikely we should have any greater success
after dark—and home seemed much more enticing and comfort-
able than this lonely cottage. Therefore we shouldered our
traps and made for our boat, arriving safely at our destination.

I must confess, at this distance of time, that our action does
not appear particularly brave, but at the time the occurrence
seemed so absolutely supernormal that a lengthier stay appeared
to offer no chance whatever of finding any reasonable explanation.

This occurrence appears to be devoid of any possible object,
unless the ghost concerned was a deceased practical joker.

The Old Rectory

The third haunted house of my acquaintance is an old country
rectory in Warwickshire. An old, old house, long, low and ivy-
covered. A charming old place, with roses climbing about it—



HAUNTED HOUSES 23

inextricably mixed up with the ivy— with low-pitched rooms
and great oak beams, with long corridors and quaint attics.
But always a something about it that made one a trifie uneasy.
It was a curious fact that although the dining-room was the
general living-room, no one ever seemed quite happy in it. It
was never comfortably warm ; even in summer time there was
usually a fire going, for a curiously chilly air pervaded it. And
one fact always Struck me as strdnge—no one ever sat with his
or her back to the far end of the room, the end opposite the fire-
place. We never drew our chairs up in front of the fire— always
they were more or less sideways, so that we could keep an eye
on the far end of the room. A stranger would occasionally sit
squarely in front of the fire, but sooner or later would alter the
Position of the chair, and edge round a bit.

A lady who was visiting the house for the first time remarked,
“ What a pretty room ! But it is haunted, and that ”"— pointing
to the end opposite the fireplace— “ is the haunted part !” We
did not enlighten her as to our own sensations, nor had she
heard anything about the house before, as she came from another
county, and it was her first visit.

I was not very often at the Rectory, for | was engaged in
business myself in another part of the country, but | used to
spend my holidays there every year with my parents and
sisters.

It proved an unfortunate house for my people— my mother’s
health broke up there, my father died there, and there the'family
circle was broken up and separated into units. Disaster befell
each member who had lived in the house. But | will relate
briefly my own experience of the uncanny character of the house.

It was on the occasion of my father’'s death. 1 had been
summoned home by telegram, but arrived too late. Everything
naturally was at sixes and sevens. The maid refused to sleep
in the house that night, scared lest my father’s spirit should
“ walk,” as she explained. My mother and sister, broken up
with long watching and nursing, both slept in one room, and | had
some blankets and rugs in another, as there had been no oppor-
tunity of preparing a bed for me. 1 shall not forget that night
in a hurry. 1 was tired out by the long joumey by rail and road,
and naturally upset by the sad event that had just happened
and at arriving too late to see my father alive. | tried to sleep,
but sleep would not come. | heard footsteps pass and repass my
door and go hurrying along the corridor. | wondered what on
earth my mother and sisters were about, and why they did not
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settle down and rest now that the need for watching was over,
but I was too tired and wretched to get up to inquire. Hour
after hour the footsteps echoed along the corridor, until at last |
feil into an uneasy sleep and dreamed some of the most ghastly
dreams that have ever fallen to my lot.

When | woke it was broad daylight, and | went downstairs.
| said to my sister:

“ What in the world were you all doing last night, and
why need there have been all that running about when all was
over ?”

She replied :
“You heard them, too, then ?”
“ What do you mean ?” | said. *“ Were you not all running

about for hours after I went to bed ?”

My sister answered:

“ We none of us left our room after you had said good-night.
You heard the ghosts—we have heard them on two occasions
before.”

I don't attempt any explanation—all 1 know is that the
sounds | heard were most undoubtedly footsteps. No doubt on
that point has ever entered my head. And that night the
house was resounding with them.

The Charwoman's Story

The fourth haunted house to come under my notice was
quite unlike the other three, which were all old houses. This
was a comparatively modern villa in a much-frequented road
near Bushey Park.

| was a constant visitor at this house for some years before |
became aware that there was anything unusual about it, though
it always struck me as being a gloomy house inside.

About this time | became acquainted with a lady (now my
wife), and the house in question was occupied by a married
sister of hers.

In the course of conversation my fiancee told me a good deal
about this house which greatly interested me. She said that
although she had often stayed there with her sister, there was
one room she could never sleep in, and it so happened that this
was the room usually given her as a bedroom. She would never
teil her sister of her great horror of it, as she knew she would
ony be laughed at, but the dread was so real and so great that
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rathe(  than spend the nlght |n th|s room she used to take the
ets |nto the children’s d nurserkl and camp out there
unt| ag ght, whe] n she would ret rn to the dreaded apartment.
S0t h ene at her marne sister never drscovered my
francees read
She 210 tod me tha ever n| ht aImost exacthy Tat ten
ocIo the awas ear anor eat ump ont oor—
Ip red to come f omtrs artrcuarrom When she
|rst noticed it her sister told her that It wastehors%s In the
adjoining stable, and said that her husband whent |rs(§
came t Iwe In the house, used to run u&starrswen hear
|t—un er the Imp res lon that one of the children_had fallen out
utt at nowte nevertoo anyn tice of it. My fiancee
ase hy It always happened a ten ocock but no satrsfac
tor reaf n was ever Iven. An tenorse Was so reqular and
pu ctua t at the r¥ dto check th% %
T S L
gars, we
grttrng round t ev¥|re taﬁ\ong over otld tlnYes W en ‘the subrect
of .thé house and the oda noise cropped up. My sister-in-law

“Such a very extraordinary thing happened only last month.
had been havi v\ﬂﬁlm o?tro Iewrh pmar —%loufé not e
one to remarn % heéen wrt out one at a
r nearly a fortnr ht before I was abIe to ent%age one rom a
t S‘ar'tt% : S‘ér“ajtte’ttﬁ e O O s She
IVe We W
??t ﬂiren started ?rrst gndq warted for the irl to/ arrive befaore

ollowing the he new maid aul ed up apout five
0'clock, gan r?et her In, show§ er toyh [ room k‘ﬁhrc was the

EZE%O&JdU éOqOC&U%S of i and tOF er 10 get %I Some

Ings until our return, which Would
angut ten 0'clock

“She seeme a very njce qirl, srm le and pleasapt in her
Tr%nn%s rgsrsrorlrswo t]off)to Jomgthe others, well r? leased with my

Wg returned home pun tuaII ﬁt ten o’clock, and my hus-
band opene éhe door wré 1S [atc The %as Was. allght
|n he all and In all the downstairs roo 5. | went strai v\g} ht'to
the |hchen and op fenedt door, Isaw the new majd cowerin
In a chair h/ Ire, and as soon as sh esaw me she went
Into %Yloe t fit of hysterics. twasa time eore
was able to speak rationally, but eventua we got from er
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]the foIIowrng account of what had happened after 1 left her at
Ive
Sﬂe to% me that after she had had her tea, she busied herselt
dorng the little odd Hobs | had ‘asked her to do, and then went
upstairs with the intention of unpacking her box. but for some
reason or other could noé brrng herse]rf todo |t 50 dlecidlec to | ave
|t until she went to be this time It was gettrn
ewent own and | dteéi the asrn the ha dining- mand
tchen and then sett ownt read.  She read on ntr about
nine 0lock, and then thought she wouId have her supRer and
Prepare for our refurn,  She was having her supB When she
eard a knock at the front door. She opened If, but there Was
no ong there, so thin |n It Wasarunaw knoc sere fastened
the door and went back to the kitchen. In a ew moments
there was another knock, and feeIrneg a bit annoyed aﬁtese
grgtgﬂlruptrons to her supper, she jumped up and opened the door

“It was_not by any means a dark night; the moon was
shining outside an tﬁeygasaﬂ ht in the haﬂl On the SteP she
saw a qoat s}an mg bytto (e unspea abIeh rror the goa had
%wo an’s ace he |mme lately tried {0 A ut the door, ué
efore she could do so the anrma rt)use ast er n rus%
straig tu stayrs. T |rI he kitchen and banoed t
goor {0 hehad nor IIectron whatevero shutting t efront
oor, though It was cose on our return.

“\We were natur] lly drsturbed at_her ory, but tried to
e]ason out to ertermpossr [ of |t o N0 UrpOse.

reused absolytely to st tenr in our nd m
hus and had to take(fe o%neareg hotel andt efcﬁlowm%]/
morning she returned to her home

Wesearche?l the hous but of course did ot frnd the goat.
a’”e Jrlthe coverlet of the 3 In * the room 01

we

there were four deep Indentations hmF ht have

een madt% Some anima srt)an n[q In t he\igedC J
Nowrthe

n(]ost currous art ﬁf all’'occyrred next day. Bein
wjthout a m

a e Much rOUDE | tound one WHQUQO I%J come i &t once, &

tat evenin ld woman asked m

Ira evee/heearsaethe storY CONNEC é ?h LBr house, 8
was not aware t]hat here wasastorP/ Ht It ose
procee ¢ to teil me that our house was ofiginally two houses

A0tk o Y9 o P RGP 7%
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woman who lived ﬂurte alone. No one ever visited her and, so
Tar as was known, S eneverwentout eevrdentl had mone
for tradesmen called reqularly and were always purictually pa
ne et, and that a strange one—agoat. The a |maI

Itrved |ntt oulse an \At/henever e woman"came to the door
his, qoat was wa S With

“ neda 1ghbours notrcedthat the milk was not taken
In as usua an t e few tradesmen who cal ed knocked |n va|n
Nex day also the house was s|lent, anda a]st on the third 24
the poll (e were Informed, and eventua e door was force
op en an ouse Searched. starrs |n the very room of
hrcg eh ve been sp krn%(bg roomot umg r%the (oohce
oun %d woman ﬁ ed, and the goat Stariding on the
e. stny Bene the door It um ed"to thefoor bolted
wnstarrs a do tinto the Street and was never heard of again.
The cause of the woman’s death remained a mystery— ere
were no marks of violence uoon her—and eP(fSt mortem
snowed her to have been apso utelx sound and h
this,” said the channoman you ca Prove for yourself for the
records are st kept at the (Jrce tion.”
s ra rrous Sal my srste]r in-law, he}srtatrnglx
th t since t \? ttha poord]r thought she saw t e wora
faced goat, we ha & never once heard t ose famifiar thumps 1™



RATIONAL MYSTICISM

By meredith starr

thOUI\grt conce sticism than concemln any, other subject.

Wil |am Ingsland ver % ¥]St tes |n his recently
published work, Ieerm Mysticism " has been almost entirel
assomated W|th ultra-religious emotlonahsm havm% no acknow-

%%e ground in fClence or IOSOP Iy This Vigw, owever
tho gh substantial orrect or earfier' ages, 1S now no |on er
for “the presen a? emands that religion should not be

?reat exception to rat

lcIsm must come |nto line W|th this demand,”

THERE has I%robab g been more confusion of lan L#a%e and

onal knowledge ap expenenTcF] agd Mg
IcIsm ma reliminary basis in a ratjonal psycholo
}t should ¥rom therl[():e [ass Q/ hﬁoso hy and metaP K sics or

co-ordination with our eX|st|n know ed e In other a ects of
life an? consciousness. It will reeallei]g that Baron von Hugel
\s/tlgsvngy Champions this less |nd|V|dua stic and more cosmic

“ An entirely new order of thought is gradually comjng into
existence, one wh| |mp(i||es a ra(? (fgl cha\?ge fromythe oldgorder

anewo ont e world : ane consuousnesso te
|mmanenc¥1| ang]e spnt al as hotn caus and ct|ve r|n |pe o

%he mageri hysma] notassomet |n

romt e B y5|c [ which H}succee e 3|ca |n?

ot|me lf tassomethm which t epWsma nintegral and
t|me 'f Herice we _do not™ require

Intelll rtdunn
re |§on ﬁ/ahlch ha pllot usasmFmduaIs safely t0 Heaven
V\iIChS a eabIe us to realjze the diving owersw ich

n% ly be to our ee ernature|n|tsonenesswn the Cosmos :
£ enab us t? ﬁallze Anatua Co suousness (anq

gua % etat unity or the Indivi T with Man, an

| P mverse wh|ch We ha,ve already apprehended In

a suentl ic and Intellectual manner.

Though Mysticism is essentially reI|g|ous i its nature, as Mr.

16 * Rational Mysticism. London : George Allen & Unwin, Ltd. Price
s. net.

Rational Mysticism, p. 51.
t Ibid., p. 52.
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Klngslan shows, It s ﬂSO an added qualrty frelrgrous life, aS
distinct from that tau t]e man_of orw one religion, as
Is Religion ttself from hrlosop y or Science within their® proper
limitations. It 1s in fact,” he says, “the natural and legiti-
mate agvance |nto the next st%%e f our evolution, an agvance
In which man becomes more { uman, a stage in which he
defrnrtey awakens to a realization of his divife nature” and
OWers.
P The dawn of the m strc facult IS n many%ses an exqursrte
surprise te awn of love | amalr en’s heart. “ It IS so
WO derful so earful, s full of tremu ?us OPI so real In the
Immediac |ts nowe \%e that no |nteI ect & anaglsrs or SJ t
fication 1§ asked for.” When mani fstr Ig e thi
becomes |dent|f|ed with ‘the particular religion to' w |ch the
evg ee helongs.
ut t ere |s a more ratronal M strcrsm whrch rrse% above
this early stage; ° 'fl ¥s Icism which. can stan aside from its
own emgtions as wel rom |ts objective visions or experien es
and whic demand% alanced $ mento ese |n rger tha
Rroger values. ma eassrgne t tem It is toward st 1S theltt
ern M strcr ten . emodern mﬁ]trc will hard 0y
esatrs e wr the bare emotiopa eemente er as proof
a_traditional é eolo y, or as suf |crn to Tl up the me sure of
his search an effor He will ha his momentso ecstaS}/
of unron with the Belove In which his emotiona nat re will
r en and bcome perfecte and resRond}ot e secret life-rnythms
tPerva e the Co MoSs ; mome tsg Devachanic brss from
wrc he will rise |ea?|ant refre ﬂ t renewe ?/out
En viqour, But this spifitual sun-bath will not be obtained
W0 dabaﬂd nment ut lgather bY world-fusion, by " that
Iriner sensew IC ene rates eneath the mere outward a pear
nee o t ms se sth Diving ere operatin ﬁ na
through whrc t re f| Is eac mo nent, and every
point o sace wrth he fu nes qf the W
sJac Boh me, that glreat otéjectrve seer and m}/strc clearl J
taught, the inner " srrrtu tion Is notameesu J f
“state of consciousness, aso opens the mind clear
ﬁrce tion of t e trye vaIue relation and prop rtron oL the
enomenal world. He taug ht moreover that' the g t o
Batu " gth natural wr onl ac |ts proper attar ment
yt e dveo ment 0 es Iritual acu ty:
“Wherefore seek the Fountain of Light,"waiting in the deep

* Rational Mysticism, pp. 53, 61.
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Groundof thy Soul for the nsrng there of the Sunof Rrghteousness
whereby the’Light of Nature | thee W|th the Prog fles thereof
be made t0 shme seven times bri tert an rmarg
|t shaI receive the Stamp, mage, and Impression of th su
Sensual and S ugernatura so that the sensual and rational If
willnence be brought into the most perfect Order and Harmony :
inus also Sa
1 I(-)fe OWEVer, vt//ho receives that light which is the fountain
of truth, beholds, as It were, more acuitely visible objects ; but
the contrarg is not ru
In rega othep osophical aspect of Mysticism, Mr, ng
land sh ust as we are compelled to ascnbe absolUte
otron Ao anor lal Sub stance Tso must we ascn be to It absolute
Life and Consclousness.  For “ if there Is one th mg more certﬂ
than anot er about our own life, 1t Is that we are here, In {
complex of matter which 1s our physical body, vastl |m|ted
and constrame Psychical research shows us that when freed
romP ys]ca snse erce t|ons conscrousness expands to such
ee at it has entrme csmrc f, then, we reoard
physical matter, and our physical odyasthe lowest ”
of differentiation of the Oe ubstance It fo 0 s]that an\ﬁ ot er
vehicles of Consciousness which we may have, short of the One
Substance, must ossess the %ttnbutes f Life and Consclousness
IN ever-increasin egreeaste loroaij nearer to their R
each departure. froma “ lower™ plane erng a thrown of
limitatjons.  Finally * emust ascrihe to Primordial Su stance
gself the attributes’of Lr a Conscjousness, not IN any degree,

£ in an absolyteness 0f all that we Know and find within ‘our-
5 ves as t e C aractenstlcs of these.”

Again, t ough our nhnlpulau n of “natural ” rhces ma ey

aﬁge r 10 epureymec anical, this do not make the forg
tselves mechanical In therr rigin or su

ance. For xami)
no dllﬁ u]d exist og our eart re notteSun |tseI a]
crence 06S_ not yet view our Sun as the p ysmaf
anr esta| n of a Cosmic, Life ﬂos% | erenhat d apd’indi-
Vi uaIrz rom the One Life has tau |s 0

ct I a0es.
‘An v(yrt Inthe S sIrfeexrst?t esserlrves ott ePIanets '(Il?t
\orld Soul of te ncrents IS N0 mere poetr fictign. As M

|n sland well_says e recognition of the exrstence and
actr n nfdthe Oney ife is t e. Key not merely to man

the
Problems of Life and Consciousness, but to the proglems of

1 Zk° Life, quoted by Kingsland in Rational Mysticism.
t Enn. V, m, 8, quoted by Kingsland.
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thysrcs also, Matter could not evolve into atoms and molecules
hout a Life to evoIve |t , any more than protoplasm could evolve
|nto our sent bodi
r dt enomenal sicle of Life, Mr. Krngsland holds
that an Individual thrn only exrsts as stich on actount of the
limitations. of time and ace tow lich Jt Is su ect. There |s
no such thing asa thrn |n |tse Thus th gs ery of the
“Ding-an-sich ” f Kant, has cause dissension
in the Forum of Ph| osoRhy turns out to erdentrcal with the
mystery of the hollow chamber In the SPhrnx”
e als ommonly conceive of a * thing ” bein seEarate
and |nd|V| ua %:ause We Seg It In defrnrte utling and
But that IS onl ecause our eyes are limite toacertarn ra e
of vibratiops. Had we X-ray vision we would see each oth er
J<e|etons instead, of In or resent forms. ﬁt%as rear our
eeper selves we do actual ny 0356SS X-ray $ I\/I%t or our physical
yno meaasc ntal sor rmdtst
I g (? eorg mind mediates the two extremes
of Reahsm n IdeaIrB IIowrn%on the one hand for the exist-
ence of a “ real jEC IVE world g rom the individual
thrnkrng subgect anol n the other for the fact that the reaI
ultimaté uni ar¥ SeIt creates its own éoh]]ectrveg UNIVerse.
other Words ruth 1S not to e oun any extreme, but | |n
ameanwrc Includes ot Xt e]
stic, Mr. Kmt};n |9n ¥remarks IS one who par
excellence asoene |nd to ecerﬁtron oftranscen ental
truth. g rue mystic, teratrona ystrc IS onew 0 can
recognize and harmonize both worlds, and ma e gw oleness of
them, not a Sep gratron and whre%omeo the estm stic
ex errences mag e and indeed must be, In the words of Plotinus,
of th Aone tot erne we ma){oper %venture 0

est that the 50 onl s itself in the
wlr?% %wrghx It frngs |tsent]fa In a It t/ufnes In the Many. F8rNeE
gorn% self, the U nrverse grows | Indeed, he asserts—and all

am tstudentswr agaregwrth hrm— the whole secret and pro-
08SS. 0 Mdystrmsm 15 and has been from time_immemorial the
ettrn the * se[rse of seé)arateness |f Man, Humanit

ole, cou yrealrz His ongrn and source, and the fa

at In spite 0 resent nescrence He stil
rem ins R ?tat source, He woud veP

X uick| t]rans orm h
wordoers f% e]rmagrnatrono s arat ness Into that *Kin
Heaven, which appears, to be such a far-off vision, yet eve now

Stands In our mrdst could we %ut 0pen our inner eye to perceive
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L Xis because we remain in our root and source, aIthough
We have, g?ne out from it that mystic attainment is [?OSS' ble.
Life |s ke a r{l 0-5aw uzze?ves rﬁosedo |nnumera le scattered

parts. The parts by thems ?1/ t;ear to be meaningless
stupid, or even evil.” They are not understood orng tyapgrem

atedl until they are seen |n relation to the whole pictire which

the C%ngeSO{eRo ce says

IIf|n|te 1S strugglewnh evil. Yet from the final point
of view the Whole Is good. The Temporal Oder contains at no
one moment an hmtT] that can satisfy. Yet the Etemal Order |s
ee rfect, We hdve all sinned, and co esgrtoftegoryo God.
et |n ustone Ife, viewed | inits entirety, the glory of God Is com-

pletel ny rﬂanl fast, ™ *
a happy analogy, Mr. Kingsjand points out that the Ether
does notcas B%yther qua ther hen |t |ftterent|ates Into
ph¥3|ca mlatter an more]over It 15 onl temmrtest portion
of the whole Ether wi I%]t US dlfferentla es.  Similarly, Cosmic

|n oes not cease to smic Mind, as such, when‘a portion

of 1t cifferentiates Into IH ¥|dua mlnds nor can We CONcelve
that |t IS there em tied of ItS content.

However srall or low, or mean or outc 1{st We may appear
to be In our individual aspect in the world of A pefa nogs, we
have behind or within, us, as It were, the other pole'of our being :
the infinite po}entlahtx of the transcendent Inconcelvadle
richness and f uness a d%onf and Ingffanle bl ss of the eternal
andlmmea?urabe erfection 0 theone.f |n|s bsolyteness.”f

ou% In this age I IS necessarg/ temystlc should
develo steiad of e ect|n his Intelléctual facul |es he remains
%sen OVer. one ave ever ex ﬁer|ence te|mmeasur

le b|ISSO love to the same degree as the mystics,” wntes Mr,
g %nd nd none Tverhave r can su rast em sﬁms ave
re or exam e, In the ar n| t of the where
ere nse of te i n|te tot elrardent and bumlng esire for
n|on |ch] asarea eent some extent sahse ppears to
ealco ce tteyareutteryan or ever anan-

neIdd thte hb e|r Oveth Mr. Kingsland’s assertion. that
0N everaree | ingsland’s assertion. tha

the “da?< %t” § gchle char te[] {IC 0 h %|s(§|an
mystics e|n argely a uct of the theology an
trine which he hnstla mystlc |mparts Into™"his  higher

BT g o o 5
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glstrcal consciousness _from the reﬁron of the lower mind.
Ve never metﬁ zstrc who has ot sufferedte gamsh of
tat nr%‘ atever his rergron or Vig %o life m ave
e old t|s exE)errence to_ be inseparabl romte ‘
the evotrona mystic, whom it attac smuc more Intense
than the mte lectual tyé) f’ grrant in th e latter It tends
to take t ef?rm 0 |r|tua rX ss,” Intel ectuaI arianess
a weariness of the will an s?mt n fometrmesa |strust] of
mankind and a drer]ust with ereve the “ dark ni
IS an Invaluable the educatrono am s}rc a test which
tries him to the Uttermost and which arouses” all hrs Iatent man-
hood, IT he woul Rassrt It 1S more verasear hing and urrﬁy
mgs mtual fire whjch, bums up the dross ofhrs OWe natu ea

fran mutesrtmtovrrgmgod nd It |st |sachem|c rocess whic |ﬂ
1 really the?useo suff rm% though the mystic does not
realize 1t unti gh the oraeal.

e has assedt ro
The mystrc and oe ths are com Iementary, and b?th are
necessary “for our ful eveo ment. The m strc IS mam con
cerned wi tr] Being—the Conﬁcrousnesssrde% %rt%/ the occult-
ISt 1S mamyconceme wit Beeommrt; anfe or Form
side.  Both are one-Si e]d and In spi |ss Evelyn Un?l]er
hrlscontra Iy VIEWs, eac |sacomp mento he other,” Much of

an 1S |?no ance and amatter for faith in the myftrc becomes
Inte tot occulfist, thereb Increasin te atterssense
of th |m|t e wr om an g andeur of the Cosmos, not
onIy as re aras |ts Lre but also as regards Its structure.

m?s land art)t l}/ remar ks, the mystics do not care a
brass farthm% or the S ctura facts of the Unrverse and the
&assr al IcS have contrr buted nothm whatsoever to our

owed those fzﬁ( hegn tmere |noret e Becom| n%
—so ar as any knowled Its laws re concemed U
eavour to escaB rom It ms me case]s th ri)ugo 3m|st
ascetrcrsm serrg sty | jurmﬂ elr E sical  bodies—those
"temples of G Theoccuftist avoids this error, ashe realrzeé
that all his vehjcles of conscioysness must be carefully traine
and pe[]fected it.he would reaﬁh his qo g
mysticism an oc? tism are Iﬁ%rtrmate methods of
transcendm the henomena world, and their adherents shoulﬂ
asslst ande l r“ ninst ad of bstrucHnlg an dantagomzmeg
other. erso a mk a el ursued fa
ehouh, s %tnétﬂtet'rttr'”ttee o C?Stm%owhe‘) e
|
hefe areptwo prmcrplesywhrd%yboth t?te occultist ang§ the



gl THE OCCULT REVIEW

m stic have_in common, as M. K|n%sland shows. (i) . The iden-
of the individual with the AbSolute in the to aI|ty of h
na ure ; an (2) the belief in an unbroken contrnurtg/
represented by Various Orders of heings, from the * west
the * hlghest and in an unbroken line of communication through

all

Todom is the goal of both mystrc and occultist: freedom
from |Iluf|on from” ﬁarateness d union with the Trans-
cendental Whole.  “ What then Is the R]ath and the method A
asks M. Kingsland. ™ It may be summed up In one sentence :
the rational yse of the natural laws of our whole t%eln

First and foremost in the achievement of our reeclom we must
lace " the con ues} of our pwn lower nature |n its tendenfy to
0 ouf into physical life and Sensation ™ ; and his can only be
one In oro Ortion aswe transfer our centre of |nterest of wil
and desire, from the lower to the [gher Te first step is t0
rearzeasour Oee est convrctron tha |g er oes eX|t not
only as a power o conguer the lower. but also as the only
Wzétnent reallty the only source of all we should value mos |n

~ As M. K|n sland say s, “We have to conquer matter, not to
ignore ora ndon it. " The ho tdt/ shoulq be the facile adajptable
easl| contro led | |n trumento he sel and assuchs
rprfectaspossr Man can on manifest SPIrE I Pro-
ot n as he coan]uers Matter. Beo e We can overcome the
we_must first concru]er ours ves Jesus conquered him-
self, byt Christ overcame the world. ath IS reaI one |n
splte ofarf earances an t]ea |t (?re elping, edch |n |s
X ﬁa\% armao eworl t]rst eIr r|v
SSIst, however bl¥ In deliverance of the umanrce ro
tePur(%atory of separateness, from the bonds of delusion and



FAITH AND THE FOURTH DIMENSION
By JB.e%Vgé)];INSTON, Author of “The Book of the

FAITH is perhaps one of the |east understood, as |t |s one of the
mosth used an mosh misused, words In the E an‘guaﬂe]
the one hand we have the sm|I|n|gusch00Iboté t h|s
IS belleving what we know Isn't t aint uqustmes
Credo quia impossibile (I believe, because it is |m|0033|be on
the other We envisage umerous extr va ant alms ostered
too. often. with dubi us—Jo sag the eas th meta S|ca

ra ocmahons ut orwar |l and sundry, the r Ta
dgrln thcec serh morae %""” e|rr%lsjg ¥ uH%n Smtahnan e rs een
ulti Havi
deafened In th|¥ clamour og tongides and t?avmgyat/n d|s
or nine-tenths the time th orm I of
g|ene and what not,

red that

%anft ftea auto-suggestion, men

em hatlcal do not v(v]grk whereas %oro tenth the time as
e h?hcall unequiyocally an ua3| m|rauous teesame
ormulae. do work—far heyon 0SSl ||tay rea mae
explanation b pntanelt or comcdence nd havin fa|e
to find In an Pam hlet or reatlse Whete the |ca
m st|ca me g sma oc ult or ot er, any rat|ona Just| |c tion

oft e m|racu t||the of suceesses, rhstn‘n:ahon tat |s base
on the known occult Const|tut|on of eun|verse—|nte face 0
nese difficulties the a or Was Co 5pedl(f*l e his own
regog Sm(‘)t e]matter w Ich IS now most dentyo ered to the
It Review,
What is tﬁls mgstenoug énth whi h heals the SICk rescues
the dr wnmg raises the dea Iﬁrow Fnexpected ung s for
fhe |n t recov IS osthor purloingd va ua(Jes and performs
mnume emarv sto |ch tenso thou%an s at tf |s a can
ar witness ? at aret econ |t|ons 0 |ts exercise ?
ahmssuccess bound up y particul arsect or re |g|on
ort - stem any rzitce rc?unt raﬁe claim exclusively
Its possessiort ? On the island of Saint Barthglomew in t eT|ber
at Rome there is a church t ewasof WhIC are c?vere with
Votive offenngfs with pictures, crutches and waxen |i 3 g
there by gratéful patients of the Saint: in the courtyard of th
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church one may dig. and it is likely that one will find terra-cotta
modeIs of hu anqrmbs offere ¥ong since_by the Farthfu? n
fan sfor healin rgcerved since. on the site of Sajnt Bartho-
omewsc urch %oo In Im ena trme a temple of /F ?culaprus

ased on Faith, wnether mystical, religious or
screntrfrc aII have their authentic, duly advertised miracles, all
have their uncountable and unrecounted failures.  What, then,

Is@arth belief? No! Is it relrgrous fervour ? NoI Is it
imagination? No! s it auto- gtp osis? No! Is it aff |rma
tron of the oneness of God, or of the non-reality of matter ?

No!
V\/hat then, is Farth? Faith is knowledge—knowledge of
the Fourth Dimension !
Man Is a four- mensronal being who, according to the unrver
sal OccuIt tradrtron has or reasons and causes various|
E) evoue mto] e, retr |nt WHQ as
nﬁ?n temﬁ Into as erred |no or accl nta as aIIen |nto
0, at all events, has somen ow ache aco dition of three-
|mens|onal conscrousness ut at ou |s conscrousness 1S
o three, his bod |s of four |mensron Whatever mag have
been manserro] his evo %ona sel facn 1CES or his nmes
atever may have caused IS present mrta} 0NSclous
ness, man cannot ang ma\y not in any case forteit hrs brrthn t
LTet him eat husks with the swine, he remains none the less a son
d, and as stch may retum ‘at any moment to his Father’s

In th% Hrth drmensron the miraculous is, of course, the
norm—r fhe mrracu 0US IS meant that which ¢ api)ears $0 10 the
three Imensional consclousness.  In the fourtn dimension, par-
aIIe straignt Irnes mest, rectan%le have the ro ertreso curved
gurﬁcn/e lqures of recta %es and two solid bodies may
ol] 0 (Lueft ¥ occu[[])gt ame three (i ensronalav sRace
wrt out muth Interference : obyects may therefore pag, It out
hindrance throy other objects, objects mag uplicated,
may be In two al erent?aces at once or In |ffereng enture
at once, mab/ 05sess at the same time all manner of mutua
xclusive gtres To the three- dlmens]onal |nt]e lgence. 1t
ecomes rapidly wearying to contemplate the norma H operties,
three dimensionally cancéived, ofmaterrnthe fourth |mensron

Whoever ﬁOUC ) the OU\’[ |mensr tO ches  the mrra
C ous, but the miraculous only In terms 0 Ul't ree-dimensiona

consclousness.  If our bodies Were three- c? mensional mere?—
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a%m ogr ignorance we conceive them to, e—the would not e
ect ay the fourth djmension: nejther sal ts nor devils,
neither er normvocatmns neither affirmation nor uggest|on
nor ma ne eal |n %ould Possess the shghtest mfluence over
u teg g ourdmensmna these strane clumsy,
ﬁease ridden, death-doomed hod |ef5% ours, aP emg such,
elong naturally to the kingdom o temlracu 0us,
CIfwe CF uld but shake o thlsaelong bit of three- d|men
sional self-limrtation, If we could but forget t es ace-bound and
time-boung entity which we havte eamt 1o, | enhfy with quy-
f]elves and rem bert at Son of the Mornm% a ed In
1S exyltation w nthe morning, stars san? together and the sons
of God shouted. fo —then In an Instant” so the wrlter
lieves, would thls ea be once more ﬂ]rden watered wﬂhte
fouE rivers, of the ?ur di ensmni e peaple In it immorta
with_the |mm0rta ity of eternal youth.

If we have Faith,” we are]free of the fourth dlmentslon and
Wwe have retumed to ourr tful consclousness: %nd| we have
returne to gur rg tfu cnsuousnes% or t0 righteousness, we
ave returned to oursevs and ITwe have returpe tP Hrselves
ﬁ Ve retumedt Suc ﬁt least Is {hef aith of one

aving_ long wet among the tents of Kedar, has at last
Foun pgace In some glimpse from afar off of the ngdom of the
ourth " dimension.



SAILING IN SIEVES

By W.n.neill

WITCHES of all natjonalities Eossessed the oower of utt|n%
out t0 sea In eﬁ]g -shells and cockle-shells, hut twas only thos
o Scotand who had, the much more dr fficult nack of gomg

g) ea in sreve _an accomplis ment W I(ih was " dul
noted Sha espeare |n IS Macbeth. Unfortunate Z howeve
f ew Cases are on record where this extraordinary method
0 vo

agin em

ygr%baﬁf d)r ?tanacorncrdence that the most notor-
louS gaseo sarlrng In sieves should occur Urusg ﬁt e Ver trme
% ramatrs planning his macbeth. should be |ookin roun
or local colour, In the I)rear 1589 krn? James VI of “Scotland
brought hrs bnde he P nces% Anne of Denmark, home to. his
own ounrg In't eoourseo the Voyage an unusua vroIent
storm aros Scattenng th %v Ssels co osrng the ro escort
rusome curious. charice the king’s shi as driven I)(awrn
that blew drrectg contrarg o e on f|| n the sails of the
rest of the fleet, and t roya arrwere distinctly in jeopa

‘
%ﬁ? cg\r:vrn eld on Iang?r\{énsafelsesgltorl]ast th?tmt%gotf %te wgs

er had
ariseh through spme perso sons practising ma %a arts
agarnst hrmgand |mnﬁ)ed|atel there began a ngogous gnvestr a-

h nts re easi yfound and numerous men and women
allin m st m( a othran were arrested an tortured
In rsence the king himsel

Itwas ring the progress of this not rious trial that |
drscoveredtlh gthese'owagrlocsk and wrt es were |n t?t ha

%Iﬂ%t e.5ed IH sieves. In the J StICI Records ?
serve ltcaim |n IS Crrmrnal Trrals ewrt who oonfe
0. ]t[ IS | cident ame ﬁt

tNh dau hier o
onh(a tet?neoaccesse% a(trr)rs 8onvent nﬂ e nd o Item
tonous wrtcHes youur ass c?ates aet . meh q s?ﬁr%omhmé

ere ean theu took the sea Robe ners N bein ZO
admiral and masé HpasB ver the sea In ricdales to'a sh R
ere ve entere evil, your master, t re|n whe
after ye had eaten and drunken e cast over a bac dog that
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sk|p{)ed under the sh|8 and thereb ye havmgothe Devil, your
r, therein, who r&wned the ship by tunibling : Whereby
ue%n \é\gas put b ac storm. ity of th
re would ave no. opportuni examinin e

records ostt);he trial, but the onte ﬁorary bYac?< etter am%
on the subject may have fall en |n hands, t| entitle
NewesfrontScotIand printed at Edin urg |n191 and re nnte

this time in London, in the year fo lowing. It has lately been
ubllshed In the Bodte c{ uartos. e(e can be no dout
amous demono

at]on th acc 8s1oN te 9|st King James,
fo the En |s throne there must have been a tremendolis boom
|n occultism.  Shakespeare’s macbeth IS one_proof of 1t; Ben
Jonson’s Masque of Queens and Mddlettfns Witch Were Iio
R e
U
Pl%beth drew her Iast%lﬁ)t Iit r?es Sampson. “ th Y y
Newes front Scotland n, wise wife
of Keith,” who " confessed, t atgu on th mﬂht fe L
Even Tast she wats accompanied with %reat many ot erW|tc es
|n the number of two hundred, and taIthe to%ether went
gsea eac one In a nddle or %lve and esamg
vr substantlal awnnhthe %grr]r?eor dmilegeo ma g rpertr}{
ki | | “cives,' to
{ tgngerwmtyn oth|an and tﬁat after they had ande
t? anﬂs on. the and and danced this reel or short dance,
snging all” with one voice—

Cummer go ye before, cummer go ye,
If ye will not go before, cummer let me !

At WhICP time she cor]fesseg that Geilles Duncan did go tfefgre
tem r%mg this reel or dance upon smal trum
ews ru Hntl th ed/ entered Into the kirk of Nortn BerW|c
Agnes further “ confessed, that at the time when His Magesty
was Jn Denmark, she, bein accompﬁnjedw ith the Oart%esb
pemal named. took ctan cnstene It, a terwards
og oeach Rart ?f %c t the thh est rPa}r]tso % ?ad man,
several [oints of his oy n c? night olowmg
e sald cat as conve ed Into the midst of the fs by all thes
W|tc es sall |ng In their riddles or *cives, afs |saoresa| an éo
%t the said ‘cat_rjght hefore the town of [eith in Scotlan
t |s done, there did anse such a tempest in th esea as a%reater
1at not been seen : which temgest as the cau?eo the peris mg
of a boat or vessel coming over from Burntisland to the tow
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of Leith, wherein was sundry jeweis and rieh gifts, which should
have been presented to the new Queen of Scotland, at Her

Mai\/ﬁ’ty'?‘ C&mlgﬂ fgm elm his Elizabethan Demonolog

1880),
where he traces the sources of Macheth, adds. 1t IS worth (a noge
that this art of gom to Sea In sieves, which Shakes eare has
re erred to In hiS_drama, seems to have been peculi rto th|s
s%t of witches. En eglrsh witches had the reputation of emd

le to go upon thé water In egg-shells an cockIe shells, bu
never, seem 0 have detected a Eecu lar advantage In the
sreve Spalding been acquainted with W, Grant
tewarts The Popular Superstitions and Festive Amusements of

we nghlanders of Scotland, flrstljo tﬁhshed at Edrnbur?h In 1?23
e would ‘have come across another example of sieve-sailing
from Scotland.

Even so late as the elghteenth Centuw the witches of Strath
down were wont to assemble on Pol a|n or the Birdspool.
Soeakmg of one wno was a ectat?r of ‘their orgles, rant
Stewart sag/ On reac Ing the pool’s side he sawa undance
ds ste rmg themselves to and fro m the|r nddles} h mea
o thero rs, the brooms, ha oolng and skirlin worset a %
and ea oIdmrTr In her Iethan a torch of fir, whilst her
Pmest g/wou swirl themse ves |nto row, and mae pro-
ound ob isance to aIar%e black, u% yt e perched on a ofty
0K i e no dout fhe okt tif Bimsel, end i
R[as hglt’ lqyalty and d)evotlgn by bo%vmg grlhnlng, andpclappmg

aws,
he Peepin managed. to drown two of these witches
who vvere reFt)u %mg ome ?n gherr I‘Ig ?es by uttering tehe sacred

g Rev, J. Gregoren Camphell gives two cases from the
Hebrices In hlSWltchcraft and Second ng[t‘hln the nghla ds and
IsI nds of Scotland. WIC 0me ever g Was
foI owedb her husb(?nd Who wondered what she cou ahout.
Shebecamé a cat, an went]mt]he a (eofthedevrlto se%masreve
VY]Ith seven ote c}ats us an upseé the sieve Knammg
the nm nd t wrtc es were_drowned.  So the Skye sto
runs. e oun of Mull the witches went on boar te3|ev
R
foot on boarg in the name o Phe Father, and theysgn ang the

0y o5 n Tiree the unfortunate women were passing
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Kenna éara hill in e%%shells on the|r WF to Ire]land when the
(an of one of Them selng fleet wished them G
see Instantly the egg-shells sank, and the women were

_ AIthough cases of sarhng In sieves are %omBaratrveI rare

in Scotlancl, over In Flander they are (ﬂurte requent, but there
the sreve IS, not used ors Imm ng across the water but as a
§|Qhrt? ma IC carpet SUC as we read of In The Arabian Nights.

st r Ical. A farmer In Flanders was In
the ha |t of awn hIS rses out. |naf|eId all night.  He wa
amazed to f|n hem every momlng covered wit sweat n
wea s If the had been ndden fo hours ata%r R a
resove to watch. Atmidnightne espied, an old witc oatrng
lowly along on ﬁ sieve. Sh descen ed in the field where th
orses were, hid her vessel h ass, tpe mounted and ro
ep?or creatures one a ert ert t near drog
with fatigue.. In the meantime the farmer had surreptit|
taken possession of the riadle. At last the wrtch closed her ndrn
school and came back for her sieve, which, of course was missing.
The farmer now m aggearance with the article in his
and and at oncet]ewrtch an to Iead with him to return
h 0’ her sa&nng she Iwed a ou and mre away and must
ome by Cock-crow. twas on wenseha |vnher
oemn promrse never fo molest hrs 0rses again ha armer
e It over. Seatrn herseif u onr es w ascene
and lew away out of ht. The wrt “er wor
she_never carhe back.. This ma f sreYe—t e sePzee
or.“he senteems as it IS vario f}g called—iIs as familiar an
8gdh%tnelsn Flemish folk-lore as thé witch’s besom In other
. The sieve was never in. Scotland the comparatwel}/ mnocnou
instrument that It was In En Ian The oracle n Scotlan
corresponaiin to tesreve and sears was known as " tuming
the riddle,” ou |t was manipulated In the same fashion.
The Scottish g as ossrbY orrowed . from Ahe French
tourner esa wrc eans he same thing, and may be a
re Ic of the F lance " between the two ‘countries; Bn(s
the nd] e was aiso a dra olical thing, and the tuming of It cou
raise t ede |mseI

A woman at Cortachy, In Anﬂus was, in 1661, accused at
TG O 20
and shears S e ‘raised the devrﬁ who, being vgry hard to be Iarg
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again, there was a meetin rgof witches for |a mg of him.”  Which
1S ample confirmation of’ Thomas Ingoldsbys Couplet:

But ah, well-a-day ! The Devil, they say,
'Tis easier at all times to raise than to lay.

Another case of the same ceremony s recorded by the Rey.
Robert Law in his Memorialls, under the date February 1682,
A servant-maid In the house of Maj rGeneraI Robert” Mont-
gomery at Irvine, Ayrshire, was accuse her mistress of havrn%
tolen“some Silver.” The [grrl rotestrn her INNOCENCE, Swor
she wouldl find the real culprit, even if she had to raise the d evr
arr]rd atsk t t|md Hertkr]nastertand rtnrstress rettrarﬂed this as a} str

reat yttered in of temper,.but the airl resolute
%oes own to a lai ?1 cel?ar takeé Ef) Bible wrth hger and dran)é
to s[)d%ha%oruftrg%rtﬁe f tltjrtnsoat '3 ee ogn%n hattttt 3 |nr0hr2r nhorntd

nine %leathers which shegpuﬁ d]out of the tajl of gb lack cock.
After certain ceremonies, such as rea |n tefr -first Psalm
rd and the ni (eteenth vere hé ninth ¢ apter of te

0ca ackward or forward, oes not sa
W%g e%s In a aeamans clothing wrth a blue cap, artd as%<s

The rIs magrcal apparatus ?resents a currous con%lomera
i e o o
Gnostic gems, Tor It was on a%]dethat she athePed the dis-
membere renwarns of her hHsband Osrr]s after e had been torn

IN PIeCes senem Christian principle
aP ?1 ds of the C!enﬁ)es were devrls the Slev of 8 sworl?

transferred to Satan, who in his own person ansoroed practic
ﬁ ﬁe pagan dertres bot mafe an efemae rom dp ne endl d/

Europe to the article. with such a histor
Was thus es eaa(ﬂ surtable% ehyfor rarSsr V\% Satan h |msetS

or . eann 0tees across the waves when they went fort
on his urﬁaw?u %usr y



THE RATIONALE OF HAUNTINGS
sy HESTER TRAVERS SMITH

INVESTI ATORS have, S0 far been nabIe to offer us an
soldtron of the, h)m blem presented to us YW hat are commonl
called “ haunti e need scarce %// SCUSS the question
towet r such"phenomena exrst Evidence In th |s case 1S SO
definite that we may assume that all reasonable peoPe accet
the fact.  Apparitiof)s and noises are atta ed to certain local-
Itles : |n some cases these are apparently nexplicable, but more
usua some_deep emotion or rfotent pﬁssron eems to provide a
bass %rcon ecture. Not malcases OWever. d]tmsare
varied both In t errnature and |nt Bir uaressr n:t enot
necessarrlx attached to places, they may be attached to persons ;
thelr g %om seems ehtire erratrg The (uestion
arises, o untin ﬁ) vrde an arqu ent In Tavour of human
suryival 2 Not 1" themselves, perhaps, but taken with other
eV|eden(:ree Stehn 1y are important and'they help us by the suggestions
%s hometry shows us thﬁt inanimate obéects seem to retain
erthert elr ow hlstgryhort |stor of th rﬁ)ersonswo ave

handle ?(r ossessed them. This ﬁct which 1S mdrs ‘
seemf] inke g with hayntings—{ %untm%s of loca |t|es
auntm persons 1S an entrrey Ifferent ma ter,

conclu that an inanimage object can reve Istor
gtghuman em e lace |n whrc(hjn ﬁwe hwﬂ pr gmoe
nite and VIVI ories of him, more esgecralyrf dramatic
and emotrona eventshve taken place ther
\We have seen that the same applies_to personal hauntmg
Jooltfergerst 0ases, a they arecalled. The cunousvrsrtatrB
are 0 Tt orarycara ter as rue and no_reason can e
asfsl ned em, they seem {0 et e work of § me extema
|ence rﬂrschlevous an \ﬁrthout any ostensh (%r 0S¢
Poter elst auntmsdo not throw any g/tont Pr e
uma survrva they are n?t connected with ecra localities
cmgrto cerfain ersons oratrme ﬁn are esome and
ytile. . Their dorrvr\% geest merely the work o Impish and
rérlrrns\}r:cal S Sr|tes dehght in playing practical Jokes on

0fa
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The hauntings of localities is a more |nterest|ng roblem,

Our seance Work does not heIp us here. Inth eance room
the medium Is the keyto allp enomena. In the ha nte house
anyone may wrtness or hea plpantrons or soun In fact
It seems |mpossr le to suplpress em ; twenty different people
may seep In the same Toom and pe conscious of abnor aI
Bhfenome a though they have heard nothing of the haunting
efore

ep Us take any evrdence We Rossess which comes to us first
hand and attempt to exp ain t ese 0CCUrTences.

|ss Beo bgec X%?]B IS agstn South Afrrca at the time

of the Boer War : she was %ngawe to an officer th ere She had
had pro hetical dreams all Ia e% e]mar a enature

% she dreamtt at she was wa king Wit her |anceaon8
a coun ry roa iame toa p ace w ere roads crossed, an
R/rlesently a lar eve icle came along and stop Ipeap beside them.

eRobe? Iopked at the r|r5)asse ers an Ized tat the
were all familiar

ces of persons Her fiance
turned to_her, krsseg her artJ took hi place In the vehrcle She
was convinced when she woke that t swas awarnrn%t atth
was going to dre He was ordered to the front shortly after-
War an wa% After this Miss De_Robeck ret rned to
England heart roken She went to stay with some friends in a
charming country house, andws Iven a particular] brrﬂ tan
pleasant l%edroo Her grre OWeVer, Was overw eImrﬁ] ang
00N she ound it unbearable ‘and left the house wheres eh

ﬂoent er nrghswe Ig. wo ears after, S evrsrte the same

pseaarn Her Host an oteswere awa onteevenrn
er arrival and she was recerv rness, wh oms

had EOt Mmet betore Miss De.Ro c ha(rﬁ a?;ed hat she %hould
not |vent room In whrchse ad suffe omuc
T coUrse of conversation the overness er that she
ved the ousgwas haunted.  Miss De R eck Was sur rised
ass ehadnver eard anyone sayso Te auntrn te Over-
ness stfered from, was In her own bedroom, teoe ss De
Eobec had 0ce pred formerly. SB could notseerp sesard
an%apﬁe o 8.0al pua sound of sonbing and weepirlg and now

Here wa(? doubtedl Fhauntrng of thﬁ livin ngef and

emotron had le t material im essr n In the roo IS D
h\ckwas m]reyunconscrou of the Lact that she had create]d

a phantom of her sorrow. A case such as this throws a light
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on. the solution of the hauntrnq of houses, ArotparentI%/ if a
poignant emotion expresses itself wrth sufficient” vitall &/ and
energ Its material surroundings can become mr[Jregnae with
‘emit t ermpressron tos ch an extentt ItS vibrations
become aHdrbIe orvrsr le. It recreg/t e same processwhrch
nvest history o ahrnanr ate 0 c(stot e psychometyist,
thr IS prove and there see]mslrtt oub‘ that'It 15 a fact)
we neegl not speculate as to why the crimina angs abou}t
sceneo h|s [l eorwhay eweRm of the grrefsrrcken over
can e heard man rs after IS qust, | Fntrns
ten t]row no lig tont rob em o umarn suryival exc p%
that ' the demonstrate he ossibility that the vrbratrons 0
emotjon can take a_tanginle shape or rduce an audrbesound
There are hauntrngs ch pear avea efinite purpose,
though these are rarg, | believe, | do no] lﬁen to ave
ome ncross one in my own exp nenewrc e sald to
e well attested. Here, again, thou bern\% centre on some
specral secret crrcumstance creates a form which if seen may

reveah the ma/s

The mate (ﬂ]zed form seen m the seance rg rghas no parallel

in the haunte 0USe. Materrﬁ izations are dell erateatem s

to pro uce ﬁ) enomena whic r%JeCt temse ves from e

medium, ether th e]ectoiolasm shapes itself from thethoug ?

of the sitters, or whether these orm aret e work of externa
uestion. In- erther

mquences remarns at rroresent a (ebatap

case, they have noth| 5; in_.common with the " ghost ” which
ppears haphazard to any “stranger who

may_enter in.

haunts a ocalrty and
Ghost stories are usuall re ar ed as a social asset “Which
helps to gass an evenrn d.occ srona in thrs
ﬁ Interesting evidence arne frrst and. he aes
ch | recor here were a re ate o me by trustworth
50N, son]eo whorggft 0 Interest or arfhm Xchrcrt)heno
Visua ﬁ (ﬂJ enomena rare her where
NOISes are orms are seldom seen, tou 0ce sronallg both
ma)( maket emseres eit.  Miss Marion Da son of 64 Cheyne
esea London I|ves In ahou?]e which ﬁrobab y ddtes
romt ate seventeent }r&/ IS house ast e reputa-
tion o en g haunted grre of a woman, who Stands at
a window looking o Bt on the river.  Mis Daw(?on has never seen
the froure erselr, man people, who did not H(nov¥ of the
haunting, have seen it from time to time. Shortly after ong
of these” appearances, Miss Dawson was painting a prcture It
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was the fi ure of a woman in an oId dress of the crohteenth
Centu h had been picked UP Chelsea.  When this was
f|n|she she tert drssatrsfled with the head: the mode who had
sat to er di not seem to suit the dress: she therefore scraped
out the head and painted one from |ma%mat|on On vl mg
the studio one day, the lady who had last Seen the ghost starte
Vﬁlbl wﬁen she' saw the picture. “You have “painted  the
3103 she said, “you mut ave seen her, that 1s the dress
e wears.”  This was a strénge comcrdence About a year
after this had happened, may au hter was staying in the same
hOUSe. Shelsve ﬁ) ChIC nais, odoubt 0s$essed of medium-
t|c POVer, tou% e has not developed 1t. While she was
there, NoIses be an: footsteps tramping Up and down the stairs,
commﬂ mtot drawm room and then retreating down stairs
Into the ar The ha ntm Was exceedmoly unpleasant, and
notﬂm tekmd Jtad oc urre there before. | was asked

a] aoura hoard sitting In the room, to ascertam whether
Ing could be clone tq quret these. trampings. My quid,

annes performed some form of exorcism, the tureo whrch

was gulte un| nownt me, with the resuIt thatt e norses dis-

a{oe entlre% Thi wasacaseofvrsr ean audible h aunt
mt e same housg

the noises were h IV OF SIX g0
ﬁsame time. The seem to have een o}onnected wrPh ﬁty
ter's presence.

au
Igrofessor Richet can find no s%lut 3n of the haunted house
He does not regect the evrdence offered, hut considers that wel

|
aﬁtese Cases are rare, . He, of course, 1S mcmed toh etrevet hat
e phenomena are ?ubéectrve it fits m with his faith in org fes-
thesra that we should reate our Wn hauntings as we %re

our other phantoms. ot dogmatic ont oint, owever
res;ectftﬁ)f] d Iffer from |mtﬁt

thmkt t so ar as we
can udg auntmgs ar lfectrve believe t at the n¥ are
ﬁma atr ns from certain oca tles on whic s ehg otjon

tan |m|o essron Icannot ut any Tait nt octrine
of collective hallycination. seve al Persons hear or see
tesarqe thmge erther se arat yo[ togethe al ucipation doeé
not explain th occurrene earen ts have foun no groun
1;%% gh eIusE osition t at several ersons m suffer from the

n. The fact that In unteﬂ Ioca ties many persons
may see the same phantom or hear the same noise ‘seems to

% benom re externall W&)canqot ass me
that, |f twenty ersonsf e same tale in (ec 10, Wi
special house, they are all possessed of unrecognize medlumrstlc
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Power Thrs i highly |m%robable nelther |s it probable that
eg are all tepreyo an hallucinatjon.  The auntrn? does not
R dg to them, it Pelonﬁs fo the Iocalta){ where It s seen or
eard. The two tales which | have related were to me b
persons who were eminently sane and trustworthy; in eac
case the h untgngwas ?]eeg and hear by several Jaeo Ie at drffere]
times, each of Wh om a] an exact ysrmr ar xp rrence
Seems to me to settle the point as to w hether the phenomena
Were sub ectrve or 0bj ectrve Not eorg however |n enious, can
convin e me that sousw ﬁ % J) ? d into anot existence
han%ﬂa oyt the Iaces In Whic z Ived and after death enact
am ul mummery ofe nts which stirred their emo-
tion w en te were alive:
he haunted house Is a problem which, s% far, has not been
Vi orouslg tackled b |nve trgat rs, partl l}/ ecalise It IS ver
diffjcult gg ssible. * Hauntings are rare(
se dom will hyare regurre to"do so: like a
the most Int restrng evr ence we goss ss, they come unrnvrte
when they are least Expectel. Exc nwonder talesdrsawaornt
ment a arts those w Sit U aunte loca |t|es a artrng
results. We can on fy raw o rconc usrons from observation.
| cannot boast of having seen eartfl ny haunting m self
exciept on one O%CﬁSIOﬂ when un oubted I attracted” ce ta|n
Influences which Tollowed me from a h F nted house o&n%
ecrrcumstances were cunous A relafive of mine had boug
a ho se includ mg 3 e furniture, V\}Jrctures om mths etc
Igueny hear tls but as as in Irelap :1 she In
Lon on [ kriew no details of the purchase. Shortly after |
came to live In Longon. and on the occasion of my first ISIt

r[;v }/cousrn asrttrn% he produce ave rettﬁ/ ittle
Iewt %eeto olass %nt asaouua r This was
gart of the furnifure she urc aseo, he sittin
an mey contro an n lan ?manc ling h erser Sama
T H t work for me beca se she %ard th
ul evr | Iences | was annoyed e]
r|ve t em aw wa?] %amar ‘ é our};1
exorcism similar & which Johannes e é)(el the Toises
at 64 Cheyne Walk and trie the sﬂtmg roce] Ater It was
i e (e e
there, and that theph%use w s full the tho £ghts of tv% evil

ersons. My cousin then to me t tshe had heard that the
ormer occugants of the house had ehaved In the most (5
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orderly manner ; the neighbours said the house had had a had
repotatlon

went back to my flat in which | had heen staying for about
two months and where there had been no sign of haunti mg The
nrght C?fter this sittin n%; | was wakened by loud noise whroh
seemed to be above my head. Iconcluded that the people In
the UP er fat must be movmg heavg furniture ﬁ bout at a very
unsur le hour. | was unab sleep. The same thin
apr%ened the next nr%ht and the followin mornmg at breakf

augter, Whos t|n the pext room to min com aine

that she Was etawae noises, trampings and walkin
her room I ha@ not ment%ned the drstuprbgnces | had hagé

her, nor |dIcon Cect hem with (s e sitting at my cousrn% ouse
Iconsu te mg%u Shamar, and she said atthe evr In Iuences
e %ast out of the table had followed me to m

fat I%er\;N mar to exororse them a arn w |chse Id,
and there as no urt er trouble. Here F auntm? from
the living: audi esoo S Cﬁuse gﬁg rent 3[/n|n uences
created t rought eevil t gts of IvVin hu an berns
There was no normal explan t|on of t ese (li éur nces, th e

and in my aog? ter’s roo

occurred In the middle of the ni
thex ?ok the form of ?oud foo?stﬂos and trampin SWhICh she
0 one was t case

ofcat f room, toug1

throws furt tont] unted-house prob em an 083

fo s}re gthen mg lief that Ah(e * soul dosnot an a out
ocalitjes, but that roassron ana cesire may ac rfj ly creat
n]a | for are suthclently powe |, “permea n

ocality wit te|r eSSence.

EVI arentl smore Incli blrth to hantoms
than éjp geom hear 0 %em? aun p

t]n%]s ex and
assro usyp an |m ortant part In t sex_ desire
Ore €S ecra % Marshal went avrsrt to relatives at

elbourne : sehadknever beentere he (? J{Ier aunt, Wlt
oms estéryed £00 hermto town a few yéla er her arrival;

taking t and most direct road, After
ﬂ¥ 15 walk MISS algs a? ona ffuture occasions when she went

mo own went yanot er and less direct way : she made ever
0ssiple excrige t?] avold teusu Str et leading Into the ¢
er aunt er preferred the longer route. The
|r Was GonTuseq, néf at ast conf ssed that on the ﬂrst walkse
ad an irresistble desire fo sp ea to every man she met; she

d never cxpericnec suchaSensatro efore and was
hﬁ ptehs str%nge Impulse. [Ilﬁat particular vStr et H B
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en for. many years a fayourite promenade for the prostitutes
? the city; M % cfl verg IOIate é Been exp elleﬁ from |t
This taIe waé grven me g/ . ROss of Gre stones County W
low I[reland:"he v chsfrthe trutho (5 It show thata
local ity ma hold the evil esrrso acrow rfr])ersons In my
cousrns se two persons left a similay impression.
Sex an cnme e ?ertarn the roots from whrc man
hauntings arise. e owrn? ase was Iven me by |fs
de Mor an_ niece of Mr. William de organ he” wel now
novel(st. Thrs occurred In 1898 at Graham town Cae olony.
Miss M Pl Morgan with her sister and brothér went o
tai)( at an ofd milita rgl hospital, called the “ Drostdg The
drngry]vas two-storied, the Iower story ﬁerng use(? as a shed or
arn e living rooms were upstairs, ‘all on”one flogr, a series
of rooms Ieadrn% one |nto the other, a bedroom at er‘her end at
rrhttarwgo ote[)roms [% oansetato
the building, her brot erat‘eot nthe rstnrg
spent there the moon was brilliant, a Squth African moon
|g t A Miss De Morgan Woke Up suddenlﬁ to find the
om fI oded with Irg[ er bed was an old folr- oster éln
se ert mstmctrvely hat some one was stand mg o? fea
gsatu p.and %awafr ure ass from theh to the oot of
oer bed, then turp acrno olding the g ePost The |ure
was a woman’s, dressed nabac eenrng ress, the head
Invisible, 1t seemed to meIt |nto a nepul s]haze The frﬂorg
stood Jn this manner for a few minu es t en qurety walke

towards the window and d |sappeare o&rg |ss
IS\I/ISoggan Wwas surprised, but not at all aIarm She awoe er

whose room ommunicated with her owngl ?] ey
believed so 8 oot Into the house.  They searched e ery
Wi ere ut oun
did not)s eak of this nextd nor for several dag
ﬁ %ds A ﬁkfast one mor |n De ora remar (fl
to her rothert at s ehaii(seen aﬁr ewasws |tate
an ase ernoth peak until he a written d own tmg
hen he had fini wntrn? she told him her story. Het en
§83n t% o Wn%rtone }eav(\j/ow uterrln astac?eN onI thesctate%o? %o saeg
awoman ﬁPﬁ lack evenin gresstandrn at thé foot of hrs bed.
She ha am nrfrcen(s ck aceo red onsroun her throat,
He could see her ea r[%nnﬁ] a(ttace only b asora 0
skin, bIoog %tream er(rjec He managed to light a
matth an Isappeare
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The circumstances vvere so remarkaple that Mr. Campbell de
Mor 8an made In urnes and discovered that a woman had been
murtered In the Drostdy Hos(_frtal for her ruby necklace.
bgg had bee)nt found | (r)n thg borsn hae“ow art_rrt] otv\éhrtgtettlt\ﬁr een
u u | | organ
stay t?t5 ere they 3%overed atra -gloor In thegbedroom in |cft

ranse pt, which was, exactly on th esr%ot Where the
frgure]apgeared Ltwas immediate %Jovete ortuary.
This Case, whic |save remarka eone aPornts very lefin-
itely to the fact that locafity, the actual walls of the ouse
Rroy cted the phantom.  Miss De Morglan did not see either t e
ead or the necklace which were the’key to the trage
De I\/Ior an, sleeping in the room w ere it actually’ o curred
recerve the cQ LH te Im essro drn the horror of the
|tuat|on Cuno Sly enoug nert ero saw any I%pantron
la?arn th oug stae In the Drostd for some time after
ucmatr n 1S fuled out

Two persons saw the apparition
} |erent times unknown to each other: t nyhad oﬁ:) heard

of any haunting there, so Suggestion was a
gwt nis |s%tygrca ‘ha (nltrn whatﬁ c?ht doee)scret thtrog\tr

on uman survrva None whatever, | shou
It empn JZﬁS the fact thaﬁ assion and emotion are reﬁtrvg
forces, are capable of leaying a material impression behin

t)hreergtemunder circumstances which we cannot ‘understand at

What are our conclusions, then aito the nature of hauntrn

B have seen t at monrtr ns o‘ Iness aﬂd |st§)rt ne 0 cur
ile we ar sr alive: they also occur efore .death, at the
moment of gleath, and after géath.  These aéprpanﬁrons are mani-
festations of the Iife force which ma itself, taking on a

scatt
seml-material %a]nd se]mr obl’ectrve o}'/ Jwen emotion or desrre

1S strong €no ought 1 a Creative forc d crjme
are[)orﬂ Int brarn c IS the me(fumtrouﬁ ich th

matena e ewor o te rtrst Ikewise 1S the otHectr
u |ct re, the mp 0 h

edra a nn romtermma erl |de (} are re
ts ex Fssr n Th a ar‘tron or} éecte byte |sthe a

atenaliz ex ress| an g yc on}etﬁy
ust atvve caL matter can a sor fra ments of the
e Trce 0 te Iu n] e#]g Ikewise loca éres an a sorb It
||t expresses Itself with s en assion, .and from these. fra
ments semi-material sounds and forms arise.  We must in
sense confound these thought expressions with the presence of
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the discarnate soul of man. For the Proof of its survival after
death we must look elsewhere, Hayn %sof localities then are
apparenty materjalizations of emotion and desire; we cannot

urte th an thls at gresent We are entrreybafﬂedb the
roblem of their il usrv appearance They may be continuous
or spasmodic or ansolutely_reqular, comng at the same time
every twenty-four hours. “ They cannot be’said to be due to
the fresencé of a medium except in oIter?erst casef which, we
take it, are of an entirely different nature from local hauntings.
Te manrfest themselves ertherb noises or visually, occasion-

% oth forms occur ; the are usuglly connected with’some sensa-
tional s}o ey ?ut not mva jably.  They have no Connection with
materia |zd

orms whrc are trf)]ro uced tseancele In that these
seem to be an a tempt on e art of the soul to 8|ve roof
of |ts exrstence usrn %ectop asm In the ho g
medium and are voluntary, whereas the spectres connected wrth
Ioca!]tres seem ta follow the round of certain happenings on
earth Involuntarily.
Passionate emotion, it appears, has a life of its own. It
om In éhe human ' soul ‘and takes shape in the fulfilment
of uman desire. Its life continues. longer than that of Its
Parent In Some cases; ifs existence berng| confined to the locality
n which It was concerved We know little or nothing of the
oweri of exqrcism which seem to drsrnte?rate It: but it 1S
ossinle that forces exrst whr can destroy 1t, or drive it away
rom 1s birthplace. — Local hauntrn%s considered as * emotion-
forms ” in connectron wrt ps chometry, appear_less irrational
than as provrdrng a proof of urvrval It 15 difficult to regard
them asthe soulS or astral forms of the dead.
roof of human ?urvrval through gsychrc Science lies
in evrde ce whrch IS Swel mg In volume™ever . From the
seanrée gom We ave such abundan records which_show that
ead are in daily converse with the Irvrng Those who
devote time and conSideration to the subject %ard the |ife
to come as an established fact.  The squl, we are sure, Is a living
entity, apart from the body and prain, and zet we are_barel
on the threshold of our discoverjes. Our daty Is to link u
%té%tél Sgrlrgnesnce as We possess and find some secure basis for our



CORRESPONDENCE

[The name and address of the zoriter, not necessarily for publication,
is required as evidence of bona fides, and must in every case
accompany correspondence sent for insertion in the pages of
the Occult Review—Ed]

THE PROBLEM OF NUMBERS,

To the Editor of the Oc
4FEE A T g
? syseP ematmansth tth oddsa amat numbers tumin ag
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“ Destination Cape Town,” which consists {)f 19 Ietters

0+2=5)
+
n}% nraerwemwfl e&ﬁ] aggwn%ten 1|(r)1 ];n)% pagspon has 19 letters

Hall,” has 10 | 10 £
W %%rl]ng% ?ny host jJtn des{tilnanon |SRIb%tn %ngeg Wk%ch c53n5|sts

etters (10 "2 = F5
IS Wite’s name 15 Fanny, which |etter
son( snam yBet(} wﬂaﬁasng etters
mo use ero INtro CIOﬂ fromone named Mullineux,
whi con sts o ﬁers

?é) others, two sisters’and only son all have first
con3|st|n 0
. con_secu \ie res| ences since marriage have been respectively

ent R%ad F}lo

C é 104 5
géé“/t oad 3+8+4 %54)3 )

Ee 0

g (in %ul rAOdgce the figure 9

Epgﬁlgsgvoyage stated as 54 = 9
av

t}e freqhent § IS added to the 9 which is not so frequent

1
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this more than
TRAVELLING IN SLEEP.

To the Editor of the Occult Review.

entifleg ir[)_regl% E)%glenr?engee ! {,che |nrg o ocemabree%]“f‘l?”
years ago, Fo o ? e WoEn

nouse an den [\\'\erﬁ)ﬁ%r eawa g\X%ere vve
V?ané‘.%” "odng on2° o epe e eo”% SS\bh

ﬁ gnﬁg ent ere ta ara aﬁled up th Jn

N ren |erge\evrgse Suc Oervb%us an
P tne ar@en t00 W no Wha aﬁ% t| WP F er}i]:
P usF] wen |n3| und suare a \WH&
ar%r han I e u In tside. lle

tery h|3| nﬁtfn eon)ge Was em ien | sa
empty, r(]1%not mean evo urniture, but withou |r¥ha tants

of

We
coincidence ?
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rengrrnhaetrtethm Pag/funn aletnh ught the house (Yv%occ Wp|ed

time. previ sater rho
e Ouaef R A
It on e IVE 0N Xtre um ome carnedl f to0 [tS hoe

asOYv Eﬁ rgn\gg ﬁo ked xact ad seéhe n#Sk a
i i
iohfoadmha% ttﬂg dre |n UIres, é) 150 vere hatt isouse

| Ie a dway rom ome an t
wes closed!
Yours TatPRAN. oey iBERTON

THE DOCTRINES OF SWEDENBORG.

To the Editor of the Occult Review.

ar Sir—lt 15 difficult to deal bhefl with a letter such as that
over e3|c Ure Frapk W. Britton, asqdam IS0n an - assu
|h%t] flrﬁ WﬂICPI the writer ““would very much like to

Eurnanue S\/\edenbo gndeclared nb1743 the L o appeared to
him and nm|35|o Im to al s of t regct
achln u Bevea F rea

|tu the thin es d see an her|n

p never.sou
ore th| e 'ﬁ' t|o ommun|c§t|o W|Sh t%e mehg
ntso the tho uch communicati

I twenty- nhispu a

nt
e repeate
g tf Mp%”gat“ao it
N necennorg ave ment, described
that thAPOSaP e theagtﬁei' Oixfh%“]ﬁnl dL hg AL

O_O:

=

ISpensatio
re 5Lah§n| gtaé) gl n rv aﬁ ﬁ rhr ut%H
W%%Eﬂr‘h the New Osaeco Kh chor |spgnsat|on signifi e(?
lainl teac that all an eIs and dentans \I\ﬁt]’e
once men @?ﬂg{w& ea no g eve ecrea n

n|ve $¢ 1 the theatre
crg Iggtnnes 5 ort?tr%y vaeoVe }r%gri] grahncwy fromthe sacred
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Scrjntures. T affrrm that there is one God, V\/no ec me inanrfest
|nt svvord ears saes s Christ | X é ncarna:
|on dre eem ank d rom th owero e | that had attained
suc rHag eve exr ence o man ra&e Was
rea ne the Spirit was then and is str reatn upon
0 WOU g eame lSCIp|ES y Jesus Chrls — Lord
howvah, T he Onl IH |v ne Hu a d I'U
ﬁrrstran Irfer A Wihich resulfs rom“ae (}/tng en avo rto b

e Ivine, Word exe In‘the (o sas
Eo G?Jd ar%S c(harr %Wla as t(he ne| e
n or |as not 0prrjtuafl reveIatron
rouu aiet or orm o vocatr n.” They accept

r;s I idbonto [t thér

g amen t”et bt

peér exg)eJrenc N |cu ary e |storyo ristencomith
I as ears

Wood Vare, SEZ3 . yours Rt oo
THE PROBLEM OF REINCARNATION.

To the Editor of the Occult Review.
car ir—In the artrcle titl d " Professional Control
Gr t "October Hum er occu.t Revi es |on
8l ohannef ecnt are [diot ﬂ?ireh
fl |t[rss on yrt]o SU er han es e
ren o t sulser eyareon eo o
erfeced It ISf(U uha gn Ig%th
are sent hac ererﬁ gepare fo uture
|r eo h|s not waste ?t/ ejulst |rr[11pe ect artlces
the reat factory over. here e[ estion
rs tha re ncamation é not fort Syormed
8” y or epeople Who ave not had the chance att IS stage of

a000rd vmsthje0 %@Eg]g Vﬁ/laé)arnjgl]g\partgweemsquote elohre gﬁtt
Isis Unveiled, Page

We will now present a few fragments of this mysterious doctrine of
reincamation. Reincamation, that is the appearance of the same indi-
vidual, or rather of his astral monad, twice in the same planet is not a rule
m Nature, it is an exception. If reason has been so far developed as to
become active and discriminative, there is no reincamation on this earth,
for the three parts of the triune man have been United and he is capable
of nrnning the race. But when the new being has not passedbeyond
the condition of monad, or where, as in the idiot, the trinity has not been
completed, the immortal spark which illuminates it has to reincamate on
the earth plane as it was frustrated in its first attempt.”
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plausible our nth foo oe to

article fou Jnt &eg evY CKSon davrst

manrso ein omac mplete organized spiritu
mat an aewr oUt In anly case seriously

a |ng eve opment pro ess

BOX 80, Hottyburn, ours Wlhe sy
West Vancouver, BC
Canada,

[As is, of course, well known to all Theosophists, H.P.B. completely
changed her views on this matter.— Ed.]

“THE OCCULT REVIEW.”

To the EdltOI' 0f the Occult Review.

car Sir—\\ re ent numbe are on luded first fo
volu)rres Sd’the rst rs o gutﬁ |ca Ion o e occr.t)t/
\r/']lee |t:E)H e Occult R V|ew‘r]

n
el SUe our resent publishers
3&& th ghf g Pontentsphave re ne
ho h| rom |ssue ISSUe your oes
n on cue ubcarons r?
evr ee recor

ng ave toons hgte ccu rer
?r?%nynﬂrggso ¥ ofealg gsublr tron suc cre Prrﬁa%

cu t Review

Unpopular and”looke Anr} Yﬁ remarn
sr}/ EtgpeamgﬁaLﬁ d (gspoofaras fﬁteﬁ

IS act

0ons rhanner In %h
our |mo 1|us ﬁyctus dur en ver? arstn
uce %grauaro with
M;gre volumes of the"Occult Review
I have the honour of remaining, Sir,
Your most obedlient servant

THEODORE BESTERMAN,

[I thank my correspondent for his kind appreciation. I do not

TL+ V yeS t0 th®faCt that the Magazine has fallen short of the ideal

snmptv °r+ Aut * trust that, in spite of its defects, it has done
something to help forward the cause of truth and right thinking — Eo.]

[Further correspondence is unavoidably held over— Ed ]



PERIODICAL LITERATURE

AN extraordinary personal interest attaches to the new issue of
Revue Metapsychique, as it contains a very careful study of br.
Gustave Geley and his philosophy by M. Rene Sudre, his friend and
coadjutor in research. The account is the more valuable because,
although M. Sudre owes his existing convictions on the actuahty of
metapsychical phenomena to the opportunities for experimental veri-
fication afforded him by Dr. Geley, he is by no means committed to
all, or even most, of the philosophical and religious views and theories
cherished by his instructor. Having said this and having explained
further that the study is highly sympathetic throughout, the reasoned
panegyric of an acute mind, we can tum to the purpose in view of
the present summary, which is to offer a picture of the mind and man
that was Geley. It is said that he was an idealist, whose conceptions
were “ great and winged,” that he held to them with absolute faith,
as things which enlightened all incertitudes of actual Science. More-
over, the simplicity and clarity of ideas were for him as tests of their
truth : a monist after his own maimer, he rejected divisions of persona-
lity, and evolution for him proceeded like a straight line ascending
from the unconscious to the all-embracing consciousness which is God.
It emerges indeed that as evolutionist, biologist, psychologist and ardent
psychical researcher he was always and only on the side of God,
though by no means on that which is understood as official rehgion.
As an idealist, he was also an Optimist, adhering to a moral explana-
tion of the universe, as our fundamental hope and consolation in life.
As a psychologist, he distinguished between an inferior and superior
subconsciousness, the one a product of the automatism of nerve-
centres but the other independent of organic functioning and being
that which constitutes “ the veritable immortal individual.” Finally,
the sense of logic led him in admitting survival to recognize also pre-
existence. The fact does not signify that he was either a modern
theosophist or a follower of Allan Kardec. M. Sudre proposes that
if the philosophy of the latter may be regarded as the primary teaching
of spiritism, that of Geley is the higher teaching, representing the best
effort of rationalism to satisfy age-old desires in the heart of man—
“ desire of survival, desire of justice, desire of love.” The hypothesis
on which he based pre-existence and reincamation was: (i) that all
psychic subconscious elements have been previously conscious psychic
elements; and (2) that those attributes of the subconscious which
are not referable to actual sensorial sources and consciousness are
referable to anterior sensorial sources and to successive States of

consciousness anterior to the actual. In the event of La Revue
57
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spirite discussing this interesting speculation frorn the standpoint of
the original school of Kardec, we may recur later on to the subject.
Meanwhile the Revue Metapsychique has other good articles, as—
for example—on Active and Passive Telepathy and on Crairvoy-
ance The latter is by Ernest
It distinguishes between fatalism, which connotes the

Operation of an extrinsic will—the classical Fatum and the Providence
of Christendom—and the modern determinism which regards all human
events, even the most insignificant, as prearranged or determined
already by laws of Nature. After a careful review of the alternatives,
based on the comparative analysis of premonitory phenomena, the
conclusion reached is that “ the incarnate existence of spirit is neither
ruled by free will nor by fatality, but by a conditional liberty.” We
applaud M. Ernest Bozzano, who is at least on the side of good sense.
There are some excellent articles in Psyche, but that which is
most closely in touch with our own subjects is an

into the Future and Fatalism.

Bozzano.

Interpretation
of Transmigration by Prof. A. K. Sharona, who is Principal of the

Mohindu College, Patiola, and thus knows at first hand the eastem
doctrine of the subject, as distinguished at need from that of Allan
Kardec, or French spiritism, and from views of modern theosophy.

He differentiates in the first place between the doctrine of transmigra-

tion itself and that which is known as Karma. The latter is “ ethical

in character,” is based on “ a theory of value,” and involves questions

of “ merit and demerit, of reward and punishment.” It is comparable

in short to a philosophical formulation of the Pauline doctrine concem-

ing sowing and reaping. The former is said, on the other hand, to

be the Statement of a natural law, which law is defined as a tendency
on the part of a soul “ to pass through certain experiences, under

certain circumstances.” There are people who believe only in Karma

and some in transmigration alone : there are people who accept both

doctrines and others who reject both. It is pointed out, for example,
that Buddhists believe in Karma but not in transmigration, though
it is on the latter as a psychological basis that the former seems to

be founded, while the former is an application of the latter in the

N herg, of moral life- This notwithstanding, it seems to be suggested

a } ereis n°i iQ reality an intimate Connection between the two
doctrines, meaning presumably that they do not stand or fall by and

wi  one another. The natural law ” of transmigration is “ erected

Urithe PnnciPle of the Conservation of desires.” It is desire which

ac, * ¢ SOUan(i earthly desire which causes return to earth,
whirw deSf

connoting an idea of “ calculated profit.”
those

It is this
aCt!°n’ otherwise the activity of coming back, and
W v e A ? Wh° S dCSireS “ * rektive

this world There is,
in this dirprtfn action,

and the kind of desire which prompts
noOt Self'ProOfit at hs root: *

such desire is workeToutTnrl”~ PTOCeSS °f transmigration, because
and consummated in the act itself, leaving

EasrLtcri”™ i is this which the
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apparently no residue behind it. Rather curiously, there is no allusion
to the possibility of the soul’s return for the world’s sake, or motived,
that is to say, by desire at its highest, the need of others being sub-
stituted for a need postulated at the self-centre.

Leaving the hypothesis at its value, this at least is a clearance
of issues, and there is one of another kind. The soul does not, as
commonly supposed, move from body to body in the long course
of its transmigrations. That is an impossible supposition, because
the new body must in the nature of things be either a corpse or an
embryo : it is obviously not the first, or this world would be one of
perpetual resurrection, and it cannot be the second because a living
human embryo is already in possession of a soul. According to Hindu
psychology, the soul has a subtle body, or inner sheath, which com-
prises not only subconsciousness, consciousness, self-consciousness,
mind, the sense Organs and organs of action, but also “ the proto-
elements out of which the physical body is evolved,” as the snake
develops an epidermis and the spider produces a web. At death the
subtle body relinquishes the gross body, but only to produce a new
material structure. The analogy is plausible, but it is of course highly
figurative, for the snake-process takes place, so to speak, in full view.
When the soul, with its subtle body, has withdrawn from a given
gross structure and begins to produce a fresh body it has to seek and
find *“ the appropriate time, place, circumstances, parent ... in
short, every detail necessary for a fresh evolution.” Such then is
the Hindu story of the soul in its travels and metamorphoses, and it
reads not a little differently from populér presentations of eastem
teachings according to westem minds. It has been worth while to
present it at this length, because of its inherent interest, whether or
not more thoughtful readers may conclude that it has remained for
some thousands of years in the region of pure hypothesis and seems
unlikely to emerge therefrom.

Camille Flammarion continues in La Revue Spirite to publish
notable examples of apparitions at the moment of death, the accounts
of which—in the great majority of cases—have come to him at first
hand in private letters from all parts of the world. They are likely
to be collected later on into one of his welcome volumes, but they
constitute meanwhile an important feature of the magazine to which
they are contributed. M. Leon Denis concludes his papers on Social-
ism and Spiritism with an affirmation that the latter offers to the
former at once a foundation and sanction, by its demonstration of
solidarity, brotherhood and justice as the principles of universal laws
and the rule of superior worlds. A brief article on spiritism and
Celtic tradition is of interest, if only as a reminder of many things
connected with old Gaulish belief, especially on the immortality of
the soul. But we are told that Allan Kardee was himself a Celt and,
moreover, the reincamation of a bard of Broceliande, one of the
enchanted lands of Arthurian romance. ... M. Henri Durville con-
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tinues his account of Egyptian Mysteries in Psychic Magazine, but
the initiations and advancements of the Postulant are proving—as
might have been expected— those of the disembodied soul, from which
it follows that the compiler’s introductory words—which have been
cited previously—would have profited if expressed more clearly. . . .
The Journal du Magnatisme gives the first instalment of a study
on natural somnambulism, from a note-book of the late M. Hector
Durville, and perhaps the last contribution which we shall meet with
under his signature. He was an earnest worker, and a sad interest
attaches to such posthumous words.

Theosophy in the British Istes discusses the wisdom of Socrates
and occultism in astrological study, but so briefly that they have the
air of extracts or jottings, a criticism indeed which applies to most
articles in the last issue. . . . Theosophy Of L0os Angeles makes its
studies in the Secret Doctrine an important item of many successive
numbers. ... The Herald of the Star IS reminded of great
World-Teachers, past and future, by the traditional birthday of
Krishna, celebrated last August by Hindu India. It believes that
we are on the threshold of a new era in the history of man, that we
have therefore to look forward, because the past is over and done
with, if not exactly dead. There is a time of vision to come, but
the seers of the day are few, and there are few also to hear them.
Itis said that “ nations perish for want of vision as well as individuals.”
The counsel is therefore presumably to take heed lest we also die.
When India lost her spiritual vision we are told that she lost also her
greatness. . . . Theosophy in India has something on its own pari
about the coming of a great Helper. It speaks also of Theosophy
in Islam, but without bringing any conviction, as it is a matter of
special pleading. Our English Robert Fludd was a theosophist of
the seventeenth Century and a little earlier there was Jacob Bdhme,
bearing the same title in Germany. But they can only be classed
uncritically with the School of Adyar. It is the same also with Islam.
That there may be certain root analogiesin all the cases but it offers
° N ATfVer. reasons f°r maintaining distinctions between things that
arere vy different. Modem Theosophy proclaims the brotherhood of
man and so does Modern Freemasonry, but the Freemason for such
reason is not to be termed a theosophist.

The question of the Subconscious is always with us, and there is

ence a certain relief, not apart from expectation, when a paper on

2 n in IHE Kalpaka- a ~hem Indian
in th ° A oun(ation. It offers unfortunately very little

theco™ ™ ment N Uttle more than a tirade of words, in
of Samadhi "a Ch Itemer&es that Superconsciousness is the state

Wea S ;fw?°°d? an "ineffable ecstacy of self-realization.”
gniiz dl 1 & 61 aathent®t eastem teaching woulds aggee to this
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Spanish Mysticism : A Preliminary Study. By E. Allison Peers.
London : Methuen & Co., Ltd. Pp. xi -f 277. Price 12s. net.

Not only is this scholarly volume from the pen of the Gilmour Professor
of Spanish in the University of Liverpool, a joy to read in itself, but it
opens up long vistas of unexplored territory in the realms of historic
Spanish Christian mysticism. Of the treasures that await the patient
explorer Professor Peers suggests a little, but, as he confesses himself,
many of the greatest treasures still he hidden and unsuspected even in
Spain itself. His own country is almost always the last to honour a
prophet: it is frequently the fate of the mystic to be forgotten altogether
by his countrymen.

Professor Peers has written a book which is a model of what an intro-
duction should be. He begins with an historical Sketch of the Christian
mysticism of Spain. Very interesting and illuminating is his analysis
of the peculiar temper of Spanish mysticism with its passion, devotion
to the ideal of the Cross, and its ever-recurrent element of ascetic stem-
ness. He sees in the early history of the Spanish nation the origin of
this. In her wars with the Moors the nation was the protagonist of Christ,
and this sense of the " holy war ” has made Spain a Catholic stronghold
ever since, and has given her that Stern, ascetic ideal which is so prominent
in the writings of such mystics as San Juan de la Cruz.

For the sake of the convenient arrangement of his material the author
takes Santa Teresa as a fixed point, and begins his historical survey
with a chapter on the precursors of Teresa. For the most part these
early writers were ascetics rather than mystics, and concem themselves
primarily with the ufe of virtue rather than the development of the
mystical Union of the soul with God. The Carmelite saints, Santa Teresa
and San Juan de la Cruz, are given a chapter to themselves, and their
mysticism is subjected to a searching, if brief, examination and analysis.
Weare glad to find that the author recognizes San Juan tobe not only a
most profound mystic, but also a lyric poet of singular sweetness and
charm. Two of his lyrics " Noche Escura del Alma,” and “ Llama de
Amor Viva,” are given, both in the original and in Mr. Arthur Symon’s
translation. The post-Teresan mystics are represented in Professor Peers’
introductory section by Pedro Malén de Chaide, Juan de los Angeles, and
Diego de Estella, whose influence is to be found in much of the work of
St. Francois de Sales.

In what is, perhaps, the most important chapter of the whole book
the author deals with the basis of Spanish mysticism. He shows how
singularly free it is from any metaphysical bias, and suggests that, for this
reason, the Spaniards were supreme in the delicate work of directing souls.
They were intensely practical, and their mysticism was always of an active
Order. Theirs was no vague day-dreaming : but a practical application
of the mystic secret to the affairs of every-day life. Some critics, notably
Vaughan (asingularly unreliable guide to Christian mysticism), have tried

to suggest that Santa Teresa, for example, was a quietist and a pantheist.
61
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Professor Peers’ reply to that criticism is worth quoting : " The saint who
told her sisters in religion to ‘ be as strong men ’ is not likely to preach
Nirvana. Her *quiet,” and the quiet of those for whom she Stands, can
only be ' a rest most busy.” ”

The second, and largest, portion of Professor Peers’ book consist of a
number of extracts from the writings of thirteen Spanish mystics.
are given both in the original and in an English translation. Each mystic

is introduced by a brief biograpliical sketch, and many readers will find
this part of the book most to their taste.

These

The omission of Ramon Lull
(whose Book of the Lover and the Beloved was edited by Professor Peers

and published by the S.P.C.K. last year) from the selected mystics
in this section of the book is accounted for by the fact that he was a
Majorcan who wrote in Catalan.

It is to be hoped that Professor Peers’ work will find many enthusiastic

readers, and that it may be but the precursor of much diligent research
among the mystical writers of Spain.

Such research will certainly not go
unrewarded.

John North.

Survivar. Edited by Sir James Marchant, K.B.E., LL.D. London
and New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. Price 7s. 6d. net.

T he contributors to this volume are, in Order of place : Sir Oliver Lodge,
Mr. Stanley de Brath, Lady Grey of Falloden, M. Camille Flammarion,
Sir Edward Marshall Hall, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Miss F. R. Scatcherd,
Mr. David Gow, the Rev. Drayton Thomas, Mr. J. Arthur Hill, Prof.
Charles Richet, and the Hon. Mrs. Alfred Lvttelton.

From this galaxy of well-known names, it will be seen that the question
urvival is studied, defined, and analysed from very many standpoints,

each one of which will make special appeal to the reader most in accord
with Its views.

(o]

.Tuciuci wc are auu dwe-smcKen Dy rne rviasrei -—

discourse on the Atom of Matter ; touched by the deeply human fervour
of a Minister of Religion ; edified by the Greek detachment and reserve
of the Editor of Light; dazzled by the scintillating brilliance of the most
famous of French astronomers; riveted by a description of the gymnastics
of ectoplasm ” in which Edgar Allan Poe would have revelled ; impressed
by the legal acumen of a prominent K.C.— it is difficult to lay down the
book until we reach the last page. Mr. Stanley de Brath discusses with
much care the supernormal faculties possessed by many persons, in relation
to human survival, and his concluding paragraph finely expresses the
raison d’'etre of the whole matter :

The peace and good will that are so eamestly desired will return
when the conviction of survival is general and when men are convinced
also that the surviving soul by its visible character, its faculties, and its
preferences reaps exactly as it has sown and leams that the Law of

pmtual Consequences expresses Divine Justice and the Eternal Mercy,
p' ( °neand same.”

The negative views of the eminent savant,
o s

°bet, are too well known for further comment here, but
°Pe t'lat some day full light will come to him, as it has come

oA ar : i i
1 snakmg handseﬁitﬁngo&law&t ubht he WU assuredly liave the joy of

tne™ay

This book having already been noticed by the editor of the Occult
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R eview in bis December " Notes of the Month,” my space is necessarily
limited, but | should like to refer with grateful appreciation to Mrs. Alfred
Lyttelton's very beautiful contribution. Many who have watched the
passing of a soul “ from the great deep to the great deep can enter
with the heart’'s acutest understanding into her inspiring words, and
echo her conviction that:

“ From the side of the living can come the assurance of faithful love
and memory and hope ; from the side of the dead an affirmation of life

and courage— and a triumphant vindication of love.”
Edith K. Harper.

Sparks among the Stubble. By Constance Maud. Pp. x + 310
+ 8 illustrations. London : Philip Allan & Co. Price 10s. 6d.
net.

T h£ author of this work, wliile careless of details which one would expect to

find in formal biography, gives us sketclies of eight interesting personahties,

namely Basil Wilberforce, Agnes Weston, Abdul Baha, Cesar Franck,

Frederic Mistral, Mary Slessor and W. T. Stead. Charming vivacity

characterizes the papers on the sailors’ “ mother ” (Miss Weston) and

the missionary of Calabar (Mary Slessor). The intrepid Scotchwoman
who devoted herseif to the good of a race reeking with horrible Supersti-
tion is not as famous as she deserves to be. She was at once heroic and
funny, amazingly competent yet every inch a person. Good, too, is the
chapter on Abdul Baha with its sidelight on Stead. We learn that Abdul

Baha believed that the law of reincarnation did not permit a human

being to be bom more than once on this earth. Needless to say this

alleged prohibition contradicts the intuitions of various living people—

Miss Eva Gore-Booth for instance. Abdul Bahawas a prophet of the Great

War, and if Paris realizes his vision it will be " bathed in the Light of the

Holy Spirit.”

Stead is defined as " a truly cosmic being.” He had heroism and
immense industry, but one does not expect the gestures of a tin chapel
from a cosmic being, and for my part | regarded his antagonism to the
Right Hon. Sir Charles Dilke as a Symptom of narrowness at strife with
other folks’ dimensions. Stead’s spiritualism, however, was a veritable
ligixthouse over the sea of doubt. W. H. Chesson.

The Hand of Glory, and Further Grandfathers’ Tales and Legends
of Highwayinen and Others. Collected by the late R. Blake-
borough. Edited by J. Fairfax-Blakeborough, M.C. With decor-
ations by Wyndham Payne. London : Grant Richards, Limited.
Pp. 269. Price 7s. 6d. net.

I eulogy could be expressed by the sign ! and the reverse by a crude
drawing of half a brick, | should be inclined on the present occasion to
utilize the former Symbol, for a critic could easily find material for a
dozen articles in this fascinating collection. Richard Blakeborough was
a true lover of the romance that springs into existence by a spontaneous
contact between fact and imagination. He had Yorkshire for his rieh
hu nting ground, and his industry and intelligence are both well exemplified

in the choice made by his son— himself no mean judge of the narrative
art.
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In the title story we see some robbers trying to keep their intended
victims asleep by the magic of a lighted candle held by the severed hand
of a gibbeted criminal. Milk can extinguish it and destroy the present
efficacy of the evil hand, and a girl is bold enough to be the souser required.
In another story the astral of a murdered maiden allies itself with that

of a dog to bring retribution on an atrociously cruel giant. Another story

presents the spectacle of six knights convicted of unchaste thought dying
valiantly in conflict with three witches in the form of dragons, all of whom
are killed by a spotless virgin and her spotless lover !

The stories occasionally amuse one by emphasis of punishment on the
physical plane. Sometimes they fascinate by an artfully obscure pro-
phecy duly justified. Murderer and thief display a cunning artistically
admirable, as for instance when a villain Starts a robbery after giving
a guinea apiece to the persons whom he deprives of their all.

Accounts are given of Nevison and Turpin, two celebrated highway-
men, and it may be noted that Mr. Blakeborough is kinder in his verdict
on the latter than was the late Mr. Seccombe in the D.N.B.

Enough has been said to show that, with this book in his hand by a

good fire, a reader should keep dullness and boredom away— unless he is
a super-folklorist. \y. h. Chesson.

The Secret of Ancient Egypt. By Ernest G. Palmer. 7iins. X

i ins. pp. viii + 103 + 1 plate. London: Wm. Rider & Son,
Ltd., 8 Paternoster Row, E.C.4. Price 3s. 6d. net.

T he recent discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamen has aroused consider-
able interest in matters relating to ancient Egypt.

Nor is this interest
misplaced.

For certain is it that modern civilization owes much to ancient
Egypt— some scholars, indeed, though | think this is an exaggerated view,
would say everything. And so far as the interests of the serious Student

of Occultism are concerned, there is little doubt that what is called the

Secret Doctrine has its roots there also. Mr. Palmer’s interesting little

volume is mainly an exposition of the theory of the late Mr. Marsham
Adams, which attempts to correlate the structure of the Great Pyramid
with the book known as The Book of the Dead. It is generally agreed that
the Great Pyramid is a tomb, but it does not follow that it was nothing

more than this, and Mr. Palmer, following Mr. Marsham, maintains that
it was also a temple of initiation.

4

wi 1

Therein selected novitiates underwent
°f Imtiation whose various stages represented what, in accordance
e ideas of the ancient Egyptians, was experienced by the souls of
tne dead m the realms of Osiris. The Book of the Dead, it is maintained, was
not only a descnption of the experiences to be anticipated in the future life,
s also a handbook of initiation, sealed from the sight of all save

t 6 ~“reat Pyramid was constructed in such a way as to
\he vanous Processes described in the Book. It may, of course,

it is a niaa k? nal! Proo*°* this theory has been offered ; but at any rate
ances hetwpn

us.

svmH T
Zz

Z-,interesting one, and some very striking accord-
1 the B°Ok and the Pyramid are traced in the volume before

There isalso aninterestingchapter dealing with the Sphinx, and ano
one in which certain of the symbols of modern Freemasonry are shown
have their origins in ancient Egypt. H. S. RedgRuVE.
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The Solar Epoch, or Horoscope of Destiny. By Sepharial.
London : W. Foulsham & Co., Ltd. Pp. 90. Price 3s. 6d.

The reputation of " Sepharial ” as an astrologer is such that any new
work from his pen is sure to be read with interest, and all who are ac-
quainted with his researches conceming the Lunar Horoscope, or Prenatal
Epoch, will be eager to study the new astrological thesis which he now
presents. His theory is that as there is a horoscope of birth, and a Lunar
Horoscope directly related to it, there must also be a further horoscope
answering to the solar principle in man ; and he believes that this Solar
Horoscope, in addition to representing the Monad, or spiritual entity,
will prove to be the key to a better understanding of the problem of sex-
determination. He certainly makes out a very good case for his theory,
and his logical and clearly worked-out arguments are worthy of close
attention. Detailed instructions are given for the finding of the Solar
Epoch, and several remarkable examples are quoted, among them being
the late Tsar, the Kaiser, King George, and Mr. Lloyd George. Anyone
who is sufficiently acquainted with mathematics to be able to erect an
ordinary nativity can test the new theory, accepting or rejecting it in
accordance with the results obtained. Probably a good many will come
to agree with Sepharial himself, who holds that " the Solar Epoch, when
thoroughly explored, will hereafter hold a place no less important than
that accorded to the Lunar Epoch in the estimation of all progressive
students of the Science of Astrology.” £ N~ M.

The Esoteric Philosophy of Love and Marriage. By Dion
Fortune. London : William Rider & Son, Ltd. Pp. 132. Price
3s. 6d. net.

T his book has long been badly needed, and a more opportune time than
the present could scarcely have been chosen for its appearance. The
author takes the bull by the horns, stating clearly and forcibly the
“ facts ” of love and marriage as understood by the occultist, and all
who read the book through carefully will find their ideas on the subject
considerably clarified. The esoteric doctrine, as here explained, shows
the why and the wherefore of success or failure in marriage, and offers a
sure guidance to those who have gone, or are likely to go, astray in their
choice of a life-companion.

The esoteric philosopher, we must remember, does not use the term
" sex ” in the ordinary limited sense. He speaks instead of “ life-force,”
and knows this “ life-force ” as a radiating energy which functions on all
the seven planes of existence, and bears fruit of the spirit, the mind and
the emotions, as well as of the body. The physical phenomena usually
classed under " sex ” are merely one aspect, and not the most important
aspect, of the universal working of this mighty force. Dion Fortune shows
very clearly how man, a sevenfold being, develops his various " bodies ™’
successively, and how fatal are the results when two who are at widely
different stages of development try to live together in married harmony.
His description of the various possible types of union is of extreme interest;
also his teaching conceming the Karmic Tie, the Cosmic Tie, and the
“ Twin Soul ” doctrine. In holding, however, that souls are not created
as “ twins,” but only achieve such supreme union through the fidelity of
many successive incamations, he seems to differ from other occultists.



