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RIDER’S NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

READY FEB. 12th.  Crcwn 8vo, cloth. 3s. 6d. net.

The Mystic’s Goal
- By Juiia SEtoN, M.D. -

CoNTENTS.— Truth—The First Word—The Mystic—The Mystic’s Path—The
Birth of Truth-—The First Mystery—The Second Mystery=—The Third Mystery
—The Last Words.

In this little volume the author shows that the search for mystical revela-
tion is that ladder by which Humanity has climbed from ignorance, bondage, and
delusion into freedom, happiness and divine individuality. She presents aspects
of the Mystic’s path in graphic language, and concludes that as man learns more
and more of the true idea of life, the Christ-spirit of love, understanding, and non-
resistance fills his heart, until he realises that he forms part of a perfect universe

JUST PUBLISHED.
POCKET EDITIQN,

The Gift of the Spirit

A Selection from the Essays of PRENTICE MULFORD. = Reprinted
from the ‘“ White Cross Library.” With an Introduction by
ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE. Pocket Edition. Demy 16mo, cloth,
3s. 6d. net.

READY FEBRUARY 26ih.

The Problem of Atlantis

By LEwis SPENCE. Demy 8vo, cloth, illustrated, 10s. 6d4. net.

ContENTS.—The Atlantis of Plato—Plato’s Account Examined—The Evi-
dence from Pre-History—The Third Atlantean Invasion—The Evidence from
European Tradition—The Evidenee from American Tradition—The Evidence
from American Tradition (continued)—The Evidence from Central American
Archzology—The Evidence from Central American Archeology (continued)—
The Evidence from Egypt—Egyptian and American Comparisons—The Evi-
dence from Old Peru—The Geography and Topography of Atlantis—The Flood
—Atlantis Restored.

A comprehensive study of the accumulated evidence for the existence of the
lost Continent of Atlantis from various sources, and an attempt to reconstruct the
characteristics of its Civilization.
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The Brotherhood of the Rosy Cross

By ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE, Author of ““ The Real History of Rosi-

crucians,” “A New Encyclopedia of Freemasonry,” ‘' The

Hidden Church of the Holy Graal,” etc., etc. Large Demy 8vo.-

Circa pp. 650. Ilustrated. 30s. net.

ConTENTS.—Preface—Mythical Rosicrucian Precursors—Militia Cruciferd
Evangelica—Alchemists and Mystics—Symbolism of the Rose and Cross—Fama
Fraternitatis R.C.—Confessio Fraternitatis R.C.—The Chemical Nuptials—
Authorship of the Chemical Nuptials—Development of Rosicrucian Literature—
English Rosicrucianism—A Great German Alchemist: Michael Maier—Tater
Continental History—The Awakening in England—German Rosicrucianism in
the early Eighteenth Century—The Ritual and Masonic Period—The Rosy and
Golden Cross—Saint Germain and Cagliostro—Fratres Lucis—The Rosy Cross in
Russia—English Rosicrucianism of the Nineteenth Century—A Modern Rosi-
crucian Order—A Kabalistic Order of the Rose Croix—The American Rosy Cross
—Last Developments of the Mystery—Bibliography of the Rosy Cross—Index.

This work contains an exhaustive investigation of the Rosicrucian Brother-
hood, from its beginning in the early Seventeenth Century up to the present day.
It may be justly claimed that no work in any language has dealt so conclusively
with the material available as the present volume. It replaces the author’s
earlier work, ‘“ The Real History of the Rosicrucians,” published in 1887, and
extends it in several important directions.
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ANNUAL STOCK-
TAKING OFFERS

By February 15th, a list of new and second-
hand books offered at reduced prices will
be available. The reductions will be con-
siderable, and the books will cover a wide
range of subjects of Theosophical and
Occult interest. Will readers who would
like to receive a copy, send postcard with
name and address clearly written, to

THE THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE, LTD.
9 ST. MARTIN’S STREET, LONDON, W.C.2

The Lucifer Publishing Co., 140 Cedar St., New York.

INITIATION, HUMAN and SOLAR

By ALICE A. BAILEY
Price - 158s. net.

A key-work to the Occult side of evolution
from MAN toSUPERMAN, with comprehen-
sive details of the GREAT HIERARCHY.
The ““ best-seller” of Occultism in Great
Britain and the United States.

LETTERS on OCCULT MEDITATION, price 17s. 6d.
The CONSCIOUSNESS of the ATOM, price 8s. 6d.

By the Same Author.

Obtainable from—

The THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE, 9 St. Martin’s Street,
London, W.C.2.

Messrs. WII.I.IAM RIDER & SON, 8-11 Paternoster Row, London,

ALEX. A. NAYLOR, 152 Bruntsﬁeld Place, Edinburgh. [E.C.4.
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Scarce Secondhand Occult Books

Post-free at the Prices quoted.

The Family Herbal. Or an Account of all
those English Plants which are remarkable
for their Virtues and of the Drugs which are
produced by the Vegetables of other Countries
with their descriptions and use as proved

by experience, etc. By Sir John Hill, M.D.

8vo. Fullcalfgilt. Embellished with Fifty-~
four coloured plates. Fine copy. Very
scarce. 30/—.

Natural History of Serpents, An Essay to~
wards a. By Charles Owen, D.D. Part 1.
A general view of Serpents, etc., in which is
inserted a short account of Vegetable, Mineral,
and Animal poison, particularly that of the
Serpent, etc. Part II. Serpents that are
known in the several parts of the world:
their names, etc. Part III. Serpent wor-~
ship, etc. Crown 4to. Old Calf. Illus-
trated with copper plates. 1742. Rare. £2.

The Cradle of the Twin Giants, Science
and History. By Henry Christmas, MLA.,
FR.S. Two vols. Original cloth. Lon-
don, 1849. Scarce. 12/—. Chapters on
Astrology, Magic, Alchemy, Witchcraft,
Clairvoyance, Mesmerism, etc.

Demonologia or Natural Knowledge revealed ;
being an exposé of Ancient and Modern

Superstitions, Credulity, Enthusiasm or
Imposture, etc. By J. S. F. Fine Folding
Frontispiece. Full leather. Cr.8vo. Lon-

don, 1827. 10/-.

Memoirs of Extraordinary Popular Delu~
sions and The Madness of Crowds. By
Charles Mackay, LL.D. [llustrated with
numerous engravings. 1wo vols. Cr. 8vo.
Original Cloth. London, 1852. 8/-.

Phantasms of the Living. Abridged Edition.
Demy 8vo, Cloth. 520 pp. 1918. 12/-.

Our Inheritance in the Great Pyramid. By
Prof. Piazzi Smyth. With Map and Plates.
First Edition. Strahan. 1860. (Wants
frontispiece photograph.) 12/—.

The Shu King, or The Historical Chinese Classic:
Being an Authentic record of the religion,
philosophy, customs and government of the
Chinese from the earliest times. Translated
from the Ancient Text, with a Commentary
by Walter Gorn Old, M.RAS. Cr. 8vo,
Cloth. 1904, 4/-.

Real Ghost Stories. Collected and Edited by
William T. Stead. New Edition. Cr. 8vo.
Cloth. 1921. 3/-.

Twenty Years’ Experience as a Ghost Hunter.
By Elliott O'Donnell. Demy 8vo. Cloth,
illustrated. Scarce. 8/-.

More Haunted Houses of London, By Elliott
O'Donnell. Cr. 8vo, Cloth. 4/6.

The Grey Ghost Book. By Jessie Adelaide
Middleton. Cr. 8vo, Cloth. 1912. 5/-.

The Debatable Land Between this World and
the Next. With [llustrative Narrations. By
Robert Dale Owen. New York, 1882. 10/—.

The Equmox No. 1. 4to. White Cloth Gilt.

21/—-
The Equ.lnox No. II. 4to. White Cloth Gilt.

The Equmox No.IV. 4to. Orig.Boards. Con-
taining treatise on The Yogas and six
Chakkras. Scarce. 27/6.

The Equinox No. VIII. Containing a Des-
cription of The Cards of The Tarot with
their attributions ; A Brief Extract of the
symbolical representation of the Universe
devised by Dr. Dee through the skrying of
Sir Edward Kelley ; The Sepher Sephiroth
sub figura D, etc. 4to boards. 1912. 10/-.

The Equinox No. IX. 4to boards. 7/6.

The History of Magic. By Joseph Ennemoser.
2 vols. Orig. Red Cloth. Bohn, 1854. 20/—.

Thrice Greatest Hermes. Studies in Hell-
enistic Theosophy and Gnosis. Being a
Translation of the Extant Sermons and
Fragments of Trismegistic Literature, etc.

2R ead. Three vols. Demy
8vo, cloth. 1906. Clean copy, scarce.
£2 12s. 6d.

The Perfect Way ; or The Finding of the Christ.
By Anna Kingsford and Edward Maitland.
Revised - and enlarged edition.  4to.
Original Cloth. Plates. 1887. Good copy,
scarce. 15/-.

The Transcendental Universe. Six lectures
on Occult Science, Theosophy, and the
Catholic Faith. By C. G. Harrison. Cr.
8vo. Second Edition. 1896. 8/-.

Isis Unveiled. A Master Key to the Mysteries
of Ancientand Modern Scienceand Theology.

By H. P. Blavatsky. Two vols. Bound Buck~
ram. 1877. Ex libris A. E. Waite. Mar-
ginal notes in MS. £2 10s.

Conjectura Cabbalistica: or, a Conjectural

Essay of Interpreting the mind of Moses in
the three first chapters of Genesis according
to a Threefold Cabbala : viz. Literal, Philo-
sophical, Mystical or Divinely Moral. By
Henry More, D.D. 1713. Inone vol. Folio,
old calf, containing a collection of several
Philosophical Writings of Dr. Henry More.
1712. First Edition. Scarce. £2 10s.

The Lost Language of Symbolism. An In-
quiry into the origin of certain Letters,
Words, Names, Faxry-ta]es, Folk-lore and

Mythologies. By Harold Bayley. Two vols.
Illustrated. Original Cloth. 1912. As new.
rce. 2s. 6d.

A New Light on the Renaissance Displayed
in Contemporary Emblems. By Harold
g‘ayley 10 X 63. Cloth.  Illustrated.
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THE
POWER OF
THOUGHT

3rd Edition 23rd Thousand

 Great men are those who see that
spiritual is stronger than any material
force; that thoughts rule the world.”

INTRODUCTION. The Spiritual
Power of Thought.

CHAPTER 1. Thought  the
Cause of All Action.

CHAPTER II. Thought the
Cause of Evil, Right Thinking
the Way to Good.

CHAPTER III. Thought the
Cause of Success or Failure,
of Prosperity or Poverty.

CHAPTER IV. Thought the
Cause of Health or Sickness.

CHAPTER V. The Creative
Power of Thought.

CHAPTER VI. The Law of
Vibration.

CHAPTER VII. Thought the
Builder of our Future.

CHAPTER VIII. Mind Domina-
tion and its Destructive Effects.
The Law of Love.

CHAPTER IX. The Way of
Escape and the Path of
Victory.

CHAPTER X. How to begin
Thought Control. The Divine
Purpose of Life.

Price in paper cover, 1/8 post free.
Pricein cloth boards, 2/8 post free.

Direct from The Science of Thought

Press (Dept. 28), Chichester; or

from booksellers, who must get
supplies through

L.N.FOWLER & Co., London,E.C.4

Read the SCIENCE OF THOUGHT
REVIEW, the monthly magazine which
tells you how to transform your life,
ove: e sick: and da. , and atiain
true success. A free specimen copy will
be sent to all who order the above book direct
from the Science of Thought Press.

EYELESS
SIGHT

By
JULES ROMAINS

(LOUIS FARIGOULE)

An account of the discovery
of a new sense, akin to sight,
through the skin, and a detailed
description of various experi-
ments relating to the same.

Translated from the French.
5/- net.

PUTNAM
24 BEDFORD ST.,, W.C.2.

HAMPSTEAD
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRE

And School of Divine Science,
16 HOWITT ROAD, N.W.3.
(Opposite Belsize Park Tube Station).

Principal—
Miss SOPHIE NICHOLLS, M.A.

LECTURES—Spiritual Healing.
Practical Psychology.
aiso Ciasses for Study.
The CENTRE is for the study of healing
of the “mind, body and estate” through
spiritual and mental understanding of the
Principles of Christ.

LECTURES ~ Fridays 8 p.m.
SERVICES ~ Thursdays 8 ,,

Hours of Consultation.
Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
5 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturdays, 3 to 6 p.m.

Feb. 1st.—~COUE AND HIS WORK.
Miss A. Claridge (pupil
of Coué.)

Feb. 7th.—HIGHER MYSTICISM.
Miss B. Hope.

These Lectures are open to all interested.

* (Silver collection to defray expenses.)

Programme of Lectures and further
information can be obtained from Sec-
retary on receipt of stamped envelope.




THE PATH OF VICTORY

HENRY THOMAS HAMBLIN

Author of ‘ Within You is the Power,” ‘ The Power of Thought,” * The
Way of Escape,’” etc., and Editor of ‘‘ The Science of Thought Review.”

WITH FOREWORD by Her Excellency The PRINCESS KARADJA,
Founder of The White Cross Union.

¢ The chapters on The Way to Liberation and The Path to Victory are equal
to any of the teachings of the Gnostics, and being presented in simple language
the reader has a clear idea of what ¢ Victory ’ really means. His principles of
the methods to be used by those walking the Path to Victory are simple, clear,
logical and true to the highest spiritual vision.

1 have personally read the book with much pleasure and profit, and can
strongly recommend it to all seekers after the Wisdom of God.”—W. G. HOOPER,
F.R.A.S., in The Rally.

Price in paper covers, 2s. 2d. post free.
Price in cloth boards, 3s. 2d. post free.

Direct from THE SCIENCE OF THOUGHT PRESS (Dept. 28),
Chichester, or through booksellers, who must get supplies through
L. N. Fowler & Co., London, E.C.4.

Descriptive Price List, post free, on application
to the Publishers, The Science of Thought Press.

Modern Astrology

The leading Magazine of its kind.
Annual Subscription, 13/6 post free.

A Specimen Copy will be sent on receipt of 4d. in stamps to cover postage.

Pocket Manuals : Astrological Texthooks :
2/6, post free 2/9.
The Horoscope in Detail. 15/-, post free 16/-.

Horary Astrology.
The Degrees of the Zodiac Symbolized. Astrology for All.

2/=, post free 2/3. Casting the Horoscope.
Wea:ll::;y 'Pred.lctmg by Astro~Meteor- How to Judge a Nativity.
a':"!’d’j;' Asttologa s The Art of Synthesis.
ph:::::y ,ﬂ;‘:f:::’;_ oS e e Progressed Horoscope,
Directions and Directing. Th Y Nativity.
Medical Astrology. E 5 KS‘:Y ;0 yolu Own Natevity
1001 Notable Nativities. soteric Astrology.

Practical Astrology. 5/~ post free 5/6.

Rays of Truth. By Mrs. LEO. 5/, post free 5/6.
Astrological Essays. By Mrs. LEO. 5/~ post free 5/6.
Life and Work of Alan Leo. 6/-.

The Romance of the Stars: Astrological Stories. By Mrs. LEO.
3/6, post free 4/~
The Pathway of the Soul: A Study in Zodiacal Symbology.
By J. H. VAN STONE. 3/6, post free 4/-.

Send Direct to:—MODERN ASTROLOGY OFFICE,
40 Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.4.




YOU SHOULD READ THESE BOOKS
JUST PUBLISHED.

THE PROGRESSION OF MARMADUKE

Sketches of his life and some writings given by him
after his passing to the Spirit World

Foreword by Through the hand of Introduction by
ESTELLE W. STEAD. FLORA MORE LESLIE CURNOW.
In this book we have the vivid and convincing story of one who though dead yet
speaketh. Much that is profoundly impressive regarding the interaction of life in
this world and the next and many of the deepest problems of our Spiritual life to-day
are discussed with illuminating power.

Price 3s. 6d.; by post 3s. 9d.

LIFE IN THE SUMMERLAND. By Malel Corelli Green. A book of comfort
for mothers. The writer of this little book passed to the Summerland in
1921, just before her 18th birthday. Her Mother has acted as her amanuensis
for this beautiful and convincing story of her life and experiences in the
Summerland. 1s., by post 1s. 1d.

WHY I BELIEVE IN SPIRITUALISM, and WHEN WE SPEAK WITH
THE DEAD. Two pamphlets by Estelle W. Stead. 3d. each, by post 4d.

PRINTS OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN BY MRS. DEANE AND MISS
VI DEANE in Whitehall during the Silence on Armistice Day, 1923.
Price 1s. each, or 1s. 6d. the pair. Postage 13d. for one or both.

STEAD’S PUBLISHING HOUSE, BANK BUILDINGS, KINGSWAY, W.C.2.

THE TEXT-BOOK of ASTROLOGY

Second Edition, Demy 8vo, 487 pages.
21s. net, 21s. 6d. by post.

By the Late ALFRED JOHN PEARCE

This standard work contains complete instruction in this ancient science,
and many examples of the scientific method of computing horoscopes and
primary directions; Nativities of some eminent personages; scores of times
of birth of short-lived children and others who were afflicted from birth with
some physical or mental defect, and the places of the celestial bodies to which
such defects are attributed, in evidence of the ““ powers that are in the heavens,”
and the verity of Astrologia Sana. Five treatises: Genethlialogy, 264 pages;
Mundane Astrology, 8z pp.; Astrology and Medicine, 39 pp.; Elections for
various purposes, 21 pp.; JLables of ““ Houses "’ for London and Northampton ;
Tables of Right Ascension and Declination; and of Ascensional Difference for
London and Washington, U.S.A., 38 pages.

The prediction made and published, in an Almanac for 1868, by the author,
that his Majesty would one day be King of England, is presented, together
with a diagram of the Royal Nativity (pp. 206 to 210).

No library can be complete without a copy of this practical work, for it is
incispensable to Ministers of State, naval and military officers, physicians,
astronomers, antiquarians, meteorologists, Freemasons.

Published by
SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, HAMILTON, KENT & CO., London, E.C4,
and by MACKIE & CO., Warrington.



THE WISDOM
OF THE WEST

By M. J. KEANE

The Most Up-to-date and Authoritative Text-book on
Spiritual Healing.
THIS book sets forth the Truth. All you have to do is to apply it to
your daily problems. It is scientifically more certain than Mathe-
matics. You can be well continuously. You need not suffer from curable
or incurable complaints. You can have success and joy in all your under-
takings, and be freed from all fears and anxieties both here and hereafter,

if you study Rational Metaphysics or Applied Common~Sense as now pre-
sented to you.

Price 7/6—8/~

From all Booksellers throughout Great Britain.

London Agents—Messrs. L. N. Fowler & Co., Ludgate Circus.
Liverpool—Mr. E. A. Bryant, 10 College Lane.

Contents.—The Creative Principle—Science and the Churches—The Real
Religion of Humanity—The Discovery of Truth—The Press—Inertia—
Looking Backward—Life—Physical Well-Being—Fear—Incurable Com-
plaints—The Medical Profession—A Balance Sheet—There is no Death—
The Joys of Life—Precepts—How to Realise Health, Peace and Happiness

—Demonstrations of Healing—Metaphysical and Philosophical Aids to
Reflection.

NN NANASNAANNNANANANANNANA

INDIVIDUAL PRIVATE TUITION OR TREATMENTS.
Terms on application to address below.

CORRESPONDENCE, INTERVIEWS,
Advice on Self Healing. Free Interviews by
5/- per letter. appointment,

M. J. KEANE,

“RIXDALE,” 15 DENMAN DRIVE,
Newsham Park, LIVERPOOL. Tel.: Anfield 462.
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NOTES OF THE MONTH

IN spite of the advance of science in many different directions,
we still remain profoundly in the dark as to the true explanation
of some of the most ordinary processes of life. If we could solve
the problem of the causes which produce sleep and of its psycho-
physiological character, we should in all probability find the
key which would supply us with the solution of the vast majority
of the phenomena of dreamland. It is putting the cart before
the horse to attempt to explain even the most common dream
experiences without having some hypothesis to work on as to
what sleep really is in its essential nature.  Sleep,

it gentle sleep! How have I frighted thee? ” asks

R King Henry in Shakespeare’s celebrated play. The
King would fain know what he has done to inhibit nature’s normal
processes for the recuperation of the exhausted body. Still
to-day, one of the most difficult problems that the medical pro-
fession is called upon to deal with is the restoration of the power
of sleep to those who have lost it. Given healthy sleep, the
physical frame can, generally speaking, be relied upon to recover

from the most devastating ailments. If we knew precisely what
85
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produced sleep we should be on the road to understanding how
it might be brought back to the sufferer from insomnia. But
even to-day the question is one to which a ready answer cannot
be found, and the opinions of any two physicians on the subject
will in most cases differ from each other very materially.

The contention of some that sleep is a pathological condition,
is disproved, as Dr. Hereward Carrington very rightly observes,*
by its naturalness and universality. Another view held is that
sleep is due to the accumulation of toxic substances during the
active waking period, which gradually reduce the functions of
body and brain to inactivity. Others, again, hold that sleep is
the result of the reduction of the excessive blood-pressure incident
to active physical conditions to a normal level. The drinking
of hot water before retiring to bed is an aid to sleep, and the
reason of this is presumably that it tends to reduce the blood-
pressure on the brain. A hot-water bottle applied to the feet
in bed has a similar effect. Undoubtedly the absence of both
bodily and mental tension is required before sleep can be induced.
This is aided by eliminating all conditions that
produce external stimulus. Hence if we have a pet
parrot or other bird, in order to induce it to go to
sleep, we cover the cage with a cloth or remove it
to a darkened room. Passivity is indeed a con-
dition essential for the reproduction of hypnosis whether this be
auto-hypnosis or hypnosis deliberately induced by external
operation. The man who sleeps best is the man who can control
his mental activities most readily. The ploughman sleeps the
sleep of the just, while the brain worker frequently suffers from
a disturbed night’s rest. For the brain of the ploughman is
normally inactive and thus more readily adapts itself to the
passive state which is the pre-requisite for a sound night’s rest.
We must not, however, assume from this that the man with an
active brain is necessarily a bad sleeper. An active brain may
co-exist with remarkable powers of control over the nervous
system, and if this is so, mental activity is no bar to sound
sleep. And nothing, again, is more certain than that a sound
night’s rest is the greatest possible recuperative agent for the
mental and nervous systems. The greatest brain workers have
therefore frequently been those who have had this command of

THE
NECESSITY
FOR MENTAL
PASSIVITY.

* The Nature of Dveams. By Hereward Carrington, Ph.D. Haldeman-
Julius Company, Girard, Kansas, U.S.A. It is well to mention that Dr.
Carrington has quoted a passage from The Dweams of Orlow, which he
attributes in error to a correspondent of his own.
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sleep. Probably Napoleon had as active and alert a brain as
anyone who has ever lived, and he had the reputation of being
able to induce sleep at any time of day or night, purely by the
power of will. Gladstone, again, a man of the most active and
versatile intellect, was one of the best of sleepers. To be able
to dismiss disturbing thoughts at will is in reality one of the
greatest tests of will power.

“ My own theory,” says Dr. Carrington, ‘‘is that sleep is a
vital process and that during the hours of rest and sleep the
human brain and nervous system are in some way recharged
by vital energy in much the same way that a storage battery
is recharged by electric energy.” But the problem is, how does
this come about ? Are we justified in contending,
as Miss Dorothy Grenside does in her latest book,
The Meawing of Dreams,* that the consciousnessquits
the physical body in sleep, and by doing so allows
the physiological functions to recuperate and re-
habilitate themselves undisturbed by the constant
tension attendant upon mental activity ? If this is the case, it
would explain the much more potent and beneficialresultsobtained
by a good night’s rest than by the same period passed in ordinary
quiescence, when reclining, say, in an arm-chair or on a couch.

It has of course often been contended that the spirit does,
under certain conditions, quit the body during sleep. The point,
however, as regards the nature of normal sleep, is whether it
does so regularly and as a matter of course. Whether, in short,
sound sleep implies the withdrawal of the consciousness from the
body. If this is so, not only does it explain the wonderfully
recuperative powers of sleep, but also the shock invariably caused
by suddenly awakening anyone in deep slumber. This is not
a view usually held, at any rate by the medical profession. But
what we are in search of is such explanation of sleep as will
account most readily for the effects it produces and the phenomena

with which it is attended. Miss Grenside, in adopt-
o ing this view, observes that ‘ the reason sleep
RECUPERA-  vertakes usis not that the spirit sinks into uncon-
TIVE POWER .iousness but rather that it withdraws to other
SRSLEES: fiirch activity, leaving the body to accomplish
its recuperative work unhampered.” She evidently adopts the
hypothesis of the gradual toxic poisoning of the vital centres
during the day, as she contends that ““ in the daytime the spirit
is continually thinking, speaking, acting, and every word, thought,
* London: G. Bell & Sons, Ltd. 2s. 6d. net.

DOES THE
CONSCIOUS-
NESS QUIT
THE BODY
IN SLEEP ?
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or action is an expenditure of force, which gradually breaks
down the physical tissues and generates a certain amount of
poison in the body.” At night “ the body, freed from the cease-
less activity of the Thinker, can rebuild the broken tissues and
eliminate the poisons from the system. . . . If for any reason
the night’s rest be broken, the body is hampered in its work
because the spirit, instead of passing completely out of contact,
is still enmeshed in some measure with its physical envelope.”
On this assumption there is a curious similarity between death
and sleep, but the spirit in sleep maintains its connection with
the body by that silver cord, the existence of which is now
widely conceded by students of occultism, and which many
clairvoyants maintain that they have visualized.

In experiments such as those described by Mr. Oliver Fox
in several articles which have recently appeared in the OccuLTt
REview, this process is performed consciously. In normal sleep
the only difference is that it is performed unconsciously. We
are probably most of us familiar with the story, which has indeed
appeared long ago in the columns of this magazine, of the lady
who visited a house with which she realized that she had long
been familiar, though she had never seen it in waking life, and
was told by her hostess that she was the ghost who had been
haunting the house for the past two years. It was, in short, her
dream house. There are many instances known of

DREAM ¥ : I
SRIBN DS people who are familiar with persons and localities
et - o which they constantly resort to in dream life, but

ey of which they have no other knowledge. The theory

advanced here would explain these experiences as
visits to actual localities and real people, and not merely pheno-
mena of a subjective character. Instances have been brought
to my notice quite recently of people who have dream friends
whom they meet and meet again, and with whom in their dream
world they are on very familiar and friendly terms, but who are
quite unknown to them in waking life, and of whose names they
have no knowledge.

It is one of the curious facts about dreams that the people
we meet in them, unless they are people known to us in actual
life, never, or hardly ever, appear to be associated with any specific
names. They are simply taken for granted along with all the
circumstances that surround them. In this we may note another
circumstance peculiar to dream life, that is, that what we encounter
there either as regards persons or incidents never seems to excite
our surprise. Occurrences and circumstances the most unlikely
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or even impossible are taken as a matter of course. We do not
stop to reason with regard to them on the question of their
improbability. If once we begin to do so, it is a sure sign that
we are near waking up. The same is the case with a hypnotic
subject. He is so receptive that everything that comes to him
is taken at its face value. You can, indeed, as has been pointed
out by at least one writer on the subject, suggest to yourself
before going to sleep that you will realize in dreaming the illusory
character of your dream experiences, and some success may be
attained in this direction by this form of auto-suggestion. It is,
however, probable that the tendency of any such suggestion is
to wake the sleeper up.

Miss Grenside has a good deal to say in her book with regard
to the more subtle vehicles of consciousness. “ The physical body,
interpenetrated by the etheric, is,” she tells us, “ the vehicle fer
expression in the physical world, but the astral, mental, and
spiritual bodies are the spirit’s only means of contact with the
higher, immaterial spheres. When man leaves the physical body
he finds himself as dependent in the astral world upon his astral
body as he was in the physical world upon his physical body ;
if he desire to work in the mental world, he can only do so through
the medium of his mental body, and in the spiritual world through
his spiritual vehicle. The necessity for these various bodies is
therefore obvious. They are man’s vehicles of expression in the
different worlds, and without them he would be a wandering,
formless entity, incapable of activity, of life, of love, or of soul-
experience on any level save the physical.”

It would require more evidence than we have at our command
to establish the existence of the numerous bodies to which Miss
Grenside alludes. It is doubtless possible that the spirit of man
sheds body after body just as it is possible to peel the skins
off an onion, but we must recognize that when we get beyond
a certain point we are simply dealing with unproven hypotheses.
Hypnotic experiments and, perhaps also, the evidence with
regard to the extrusion of ectoplasm by mediums in a certain
condition tend to support the belief that the physical form has

an etheric sheath, and the astral body has been

;HE seen by many clairvoyants either leaving the body
S;; :f;s at death or dissociated from the body, as in the
prriT.  C3%€ of phantasms of the living, or in that of appari-

tions after death. In any event, the existence of
the individual consciousness apart from any form whatever is
an unthinkable proposition. When, however, we get beyond
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the problem of the astral body to spiritual and mental bodies,
we are in deeper waters. Does the astral body disintegrate, and
if so, how soon and under what conditions ? Many have dogma-
tized on this subject, but it must be admitted that our actual
knowledge does not carry us very far. May it not rather be
that the substance of the subtle body after death becomes greatly
rarefied, as physical conditions are put off and left further and
further behind? We may at least postulate that the nature of
the body worn must correspond to the condition of the spirit
which it clothes, and that these subtler bodies are adaptable to

changing spiritual states.
““ The etheric body,” writes Miss Grenside, ‘“is the seat of
sensation, and is so closely linked to the physical body that any
effort to sunder the two usually reacts disastrously

THE ;
on the nervous system. . . . Hypnotism, anasthe-

SUBTLER . ; X o
e tics, and sometimes extreme illness effect this violent

separation, driving the etheric out of the physical
vehicle, and reducing the latter to a dense, death-like sleep. The
reason that the body feels no pain under an anzsthetic is simply
because of the absence of the etheric body.” In normal sleep,
however, our author contends that this violent separation does
not take place, as the sleeper withdraws in his subtler bodies,
while leaving the etheric still locked within the physical. Herein,
according to Miss Grenside, lies the difference between natural
and induced sleep. This explains why the body in sleep is
sensitive to touch or any discomfort arising, say, from the falling
off of the bedclothes or any other reason, while the patient under
an anesthetic is without sensation.

There seems a certain amount of reason in these observations,
but there can, I think, be little doubt that they require qualifica-
tion. Allanasthetics do not act in the same manner, and though
under most of them the consciousness leaves the body, this is
not invariably the case. I might offer two instances from my
own experience. In one case I was under gas at the dentist’s,
and have the clearest recollection of finding myself standing
upright behind my body, which was in the chair. In another
instance, however, under a more powerful anssthetic, though I
had no recollection whatever of anything on coming-to after the
operation, the doctor informed me that while under its influence
I showed ‘‘symptoms of ecstasy,” surely proving that my
consciousness still inhabited my physical form. In cases, again,
where people talk in their sleep, the presumption is that the
consciousness has not left the physical body, though there may
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be cases in which there is a sort of dual consciousness both
inside the body and outside the body at the same moment.
““ A man cannot be in two places at once, unless he is a bird,”
as the Irishman observed, but there are states of dream conscious-
ness in which there is at least a subjective impression of this
strange sense of bi-location.

“ When the physical body dies,” says our author,  the etheric
gradually withdraws and its disintegration follows as a matter
of course, because the purpose of its existence, which was the
pouring of life force through-the physical body to render it a
sensitive instrument, is at an end. It is the only one of the
subtler bodies of which the spirit has no need in the higher worlds.”
When a person is hypnotized and his sensitiveness is transferred,
as in some experiments to, say, a glass of water,

R v may be presumed that some slight portion of the
AND ASTRAL : :
A etheric body is so transferred, and hence the apparent

sensitiveness of the water so hypnotized to tactile
impressions. Under the influence of an anasthetic, it may well
be the case that the major portion of the etheric body is extruded
from the physical even if this is not entirely the case, so that
consciousness may still exist in the physical brain.

If and when the sleeper leaves his body, it is (we may assume)
his astral vehicle to which his consciousness is transferred, and
in which he makes his nocturnal perambulations. This is also
the vehicle in which at death he leaves his physical form, though
occult philosophy maintains that this again is merely a temporary
tabernacle. Without it, however, it is hardly to be supposed
that the departed spirit would be able to mani-

IZC;I‘ZS?SO fest in visible form on the physical plane. If this
is true, the so-called ghost that manifests does so
MANIFEST ?

in the astral body, except in those instances where
remnants of the etheric body may take the form of the deceased,
though in these cases it is hardly to be supposed that intelligence
would be exhibited. It is not to be inferred from this that the
spirit who has put off his astral body can never reassume or again
temporarily build up such body. Where materialization is con-
cerned we should be safe in maintaining that the physical body
could not be built up apart from the presence of the astral body,
which would necessarily form the nucleus of the denser material
form. The reappearance, however, of spirits who have parted
from their astral bodies must be regarded as very rare. The
manifestation of Katie King to Sir William Crookes and his
family is presumably a case in point. Katie King, if occult
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teaching be correct, could hardly have retained her astral body
for so long a period.

“Why,” it may be asked, ‘ are dreams so rarely remem-
bered ? 7 1If it is the case that the consciousness never ceases
its activity, it is obvious that every night the enormous proportion
of our dream experiences are forgotten when we wake. Some-
times we remember nothing : at other times we remember prob-
ably the last dream that we had immediately before returning
to normal consciousness. Miss Grenside holds that dreams are
not registered on the physical brain, ﬁrstly, because the dreamer
re-enters his body too quickly. That is to say, I suppose, that
the transfer of consciousness is made so rapidly between the
astral and the physical that there is no opportunity for the
registration of astral experiences on the physical

WHY DREAM {, ain. Secondly, that the dreamer has no desire

LIFE IS : : ' _
NOT REMEM- to impress the memory upon his physical brain ;
; BERET because the life out of the body “ seems to him at

the time so free, so vivid, and so intensely interesting
that the question whether the body remembers or not appears
to the person functioning on the astral a matter of small moment.”
In this connection Miss Grenside contends that the dream life
is more real, or at least more consecutive, than the normal life,
as the dream consciousness will not merely be aware of the life
lived on the astral plane, but also of the physical life as well,
whereas the individual on the physical plane remembers physical
life, and that only. She advises those who wish to remember
their dreams, in the first place, to impress upon themselves before
going to sleep their determination to remember; and to come
back slowly to physical consciousness, in the second. When the
time comes for the dreamer to re-enter his physical body, he
tends to pick up these affirmations.

Dreams such as those described as ‘‘ dreaming true” and
recorded, for example, in The Dreams of Oriow,* must be regarded
as experiences in which the consciousness is entirely free from
the trammels of the physical form, and could, I think, hardly
take place otherwise. Memories of localities and persons at a
distance brought back in this way seem to me definitely to prove
dream travelling, and, I think, can hardly be explained by mere
telepathy. In dreaming true it will be remembered by those
who have read The Dreams of Orlow, and other similar records,
the sensations of sight and touch are far keener than in normal
life, while the capacity for pleasure and the appreciation of

* London: William Rider & Son, Ltd. 4s. 6d. net.
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beauty are also greatly enhanced. Thus the dreamer in the
book already alluded to, in meeting a friend on the astral
plane observes: ‘ Human eyes met hers with a
smile that gave Orlow the most rapturous feeling
of joy she had ever experienced in her life. Per-
fect love, perfect understanding, perfect friendship
flooded her mind. No words were needed to cement
it. . . . When her first dream friend held out his hand to her,
she eagerly placed hers in it. Then Orlow played with his
fingers and her heart bounded with delight when she felt that
they were like the fingers of a living man.” “ He laid his hand
upon her brow, and at his touch Orlow knew ecstasy of soul.”

This dream experience gave her a realization of love such as
she had never conceived before. “ Only once in life,” says her
dream friend to her, ““is there a glimpse of the love here vouch-
safed to mortals, and that glimpse comes when in youth a man
first falls in love with a woman, and only then if his mind is
pure.” . . . Thevividness of such experiencesis that of a higher
plane, a plane in which the physical has no part, and of this stuff
it is that true dreams are made. But what we ordinarily recall
in waking up in the morning from a normal night’s rest are
experiences that fall into a very different category indeed.

Here is another similar experience from the same book
illustrative, again, of the same kind of dreaming, the only difference
being that in this case the dreamer is alone with nature and there
is no man-friend, but the sense of ecstasy and vividness of
emotion are alike in both.  The scenery had nothing grand or
inspiring in its nature, but it pierced her with unspeakable
delight merely to note the purity of colour, the exquisite cleanli-
ness of the tree trunks, and the beauty of leaf and line of waving
grass, of hedgerow and of flowers.” . . . “ There was nothing
in it to account for the abnormal delight with which she stood
there in her dream, bathed in a glow of sunshine and fanned by
a light breeze which undulated the long grass to ripples. . . .
But the rapture of her dream was quite beyond the power of
language to describe.”

Here it is to be noted that in the case of ““ dreaming true ”
the dreamer experiences the delight of being ““ bathed in a glow
of sunshine,” whereas in the ordinary dream the light, as it has
often been remarked, is never vivid, but rather of the character
of twilight. If these experiences are to be taken literally, and
I believe, from what the author has told me, that they are a
faithful record of actual dream sensations and emotions, it is

THE

ECSTASY OF

¢ DREAMING
TRUE.”
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clear that those of us who study dream phenomena from the
point of view of what I may call the common or

LR garden dream, and believe that the dream world is

DREAM . . :
limited to such experiences, are making a very
WORLD UN- . ;
great mistake. There are planes, as I believe, of
EXPLORED.

dream life in which the spirit senses keener and
purer delights and pleasures than anything to be met with on
the normal physical plane. We must not take too narrow a view
of a world of which most of us know only the barest fringes, and
the wisdom of the psycho-analyst in this matter is, I am dis-
posed to believe, merely a rather crude exemplification of that
self-satisfied conceit of the materialist which is own brother to
ignorance. ‘‘In my Father’s house are many mansions ” may
surely be a saying as true of the dream world as it is of the
starry firmament above us.

An item of interest to many unattached Theosophists will
be the formation of the Blavatsky Association, the object of
which is to perpetuate the memory and work of Madame H. P.
Blavatsky on lines entirely independent of existing Theosophical
organizations. The contention of the founders of this Associa-
tion is of course that modern Theosophy has diverged to a grave
and regrettable extent from the teachings of its founder, and
in a letter which I publish in the present issue, the Secretary
of the new Association, the Hon. Mrs. Davey, observes that
“ Even the very word Theosophy has become associated with
so much that is the direct opposite of its original meaning and
intent that it appears to be necessary to drop the

THE : : :
use of the term in connection with the present
BLAVATSKY TRy e 3
movement,” which it may be observed includes a
ASSOCIA- s : :
T number of the original pupils and co-workers with
N,

H. P. B., and others who at one time or another
have severed their connection with the parent society at the time
of the numerous splits and schisms which have rent the move-
ment. Rightly or wrongly, the founders of this new Association
have decided to decline to admit members of the existing Theo-
sophical organizations, as long, that is, as they continue to
retain their membership. It is not part of the programme of
the Occurt REVIEW to take sides either for or against, in the
case of such disputes and polemical controversies, but it is an
open secret that much dissatisfaction with the present state of
affairs exists within the ranks of the Theosophical Society as at
present constituted, both as regards teachings promulgated and
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also no less with reference to the organization of the Society.
It is felt on many sides that this organization has become too
rigid and hide-bound in character, and attempts to render it
more popular and responsive to the views of its members have
been over-ridden by superior authority which adopts altogether
too autocratic a standpoint in exercising its prerogatives. In
such cases, external opposition and rivalry often serve the purpose
of a very wholesome corrective. Apart from this, the new move-
ment will tend to resuscitate and bring to the fore much of the
teaching of the original founder of the T.S. which has recently
fallen into the background and suffered eclipse owing to the
adoption of views by its present leaders incompatible with what
was taught and accepted in the earlier days of the Society.
Those interested should communicate with the Hon. Sec., The
Blavatsky Association, 22 Craven Hill, Bayswater, London, W.2.



BOYHOOD MEMORIES

LET the pious fools unite

To maintain that black is white !
"Tis the burden of my song

“I was right and you were wrong—
You who sinned against the Light ;
You were wrong, and I was right!"”

I can see you as you were,
Deaf to human need and prayer,
In your round of petty cares,
Rotting with the rotting years.
Palsied heart and stunted head,
Sleep within your narrow bed !
Not so narrow as the mind
That has cast the Truth behind.
Nay, methinks you live again
Dream-like on the astral plane,
Where they breathe the torpid air
In the land that is not fair ;
Where the man without a soul
Plays his old accustomed role ;
Where the woman without heart
Re-enacts her meaner part.

If ’tis sooth, as sages say,

You will yet return one day.
Well the future draws its wveil
On the upshot of my tale.

Well the stream of Lethé flows
"Twixt the shores that no man knows.

Let the pious fools unite

To maintain that black is white.

*T1s the burden of my song :

“I was right and you were wrong—

You who sinned against the Light ;

You were wrong, and I was right!”
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PSYCHIC EXPERIENCE AND SPIRITUAL
HEALING

By BERYL SYMONS, Author of “ The Leaven of Love,”
“A Lady of France,” *“ Prince and Priest,” etec.

PSYCHIC experience is not necessarily spiritual, and spiritual
healing is independent of psychic experience. Some find the
latter a useful medium for obtaining knowledge of the former,
but a person may practise spiritual healing without any adven-
turing into the psychic plane. This is my case. The psychic
experiences I have to relate are only personal in so far as they
have been given me first-hand by friends whose good faith is
beyond all doubt. The nearest approach I have ever made
toward such happenings has been in my dreams. But spiritual
healing is my own experience, a well of consciousness which
becomes an integral part of my being.

I give the psychic stories as proof of direct communication
with the so-called dead without the presence of any intermediary
such as mediums and what I think are called ““ Spirit-controls.”

The first instance might even have concerned the living.
The appearance was that of a stranger, and I have never since
heard of it being recognized. The friend to whom the event
occurred had taken a furnished house in the West End of London
during the summer of 1916. Her husband was fighting in
France, and like so many other women she lived in London
with her children so as to be close at hand when the short-leave
facilities gave him three or four days in England. And in this
house, one night, she saw a vision. She had turned off the
light at the head of the bed and was lying with open eyes, not
at all sleepy, rather very wide-awake. The regulations enforced
strict shading of all lights from windows, and heavy dark cur-
tains were drawn across the whole front of the room. Against
the sombre drapery she suddenly saw a gleam of light. Her
first thought was for the electric globe behind her head, but
she had turned the switch thoroughly and the bulb was dark.
So also were the three other pendants in theroom. The strange
light deepened and glowed like a soft fire but did not illumine

the room. It remained, a golden oval patch upon the curtain,
77
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and it seemed to burn from the circumference to the centre—
a curious indrawing of the light to a central point. Then, as
she lay watching it, puzzled but in no way frightened, some-
thing appeared in the heart of the light. It was the life-size
head of a young man, with a cheerful, smiling face, perfectly
clear in its outline, and apparently solid. She said it was a
delightful face with very blue eyes. He seemed to smile at
her in a friendly fashion, then gradually faded into the heart
of the light, which in its turn also gradually disappeared. She
switched up the electric light, more as a matter of mechanical
form than anything else. Of course the room was empty. She
felt no alarm, only intense interest. Who was the boy ? Why
had he appeared ? So far as I know she never discovered, but
it is a fact that, being wide-awake at the time, she saw the
appearance as I have described it.

The second case also concerns a friend. She was a younger
woman than the first, pretty, gay, and with absolutely no lean-
ing towards things occult and psychic. Her joy in the present
life left her no time to think much of any other. Withal she
was practical, with much shrewd common sense and distinct
business capacity. She told me the following story quite simply.
It impressed her deeply at the time, but I never heard her speak
of it again, and so far as I know she never had a similar experi-
ence. Her husband was also fighting—in Mesopotamia—and
she was staying for the week-end with her parents in the country.
All three were anxious about a dearly loved son and brother
then known to be in the line in France. One boy had already
been killed. This remaining brother was my friend’s favourite.
The winter night was very dark and cold. One remembers
the frugal coal ration and that many rooms remained shut up.
These then, having finished dinner, sat together over the dining-
room fire, thinking of the hell which the boy was sharing in
France. “ Suddenly,” said my friend to me, “I looked away
from the fire and saw Dick standing by the door. He was in
uniform and I saw him so clearly that at first I thought he had
got over unexpectedly.” Then she added that which proves
that she really did see what she asserted. ‘ But somehow I
did not see him with my eyes—these,” and she touched her own
beautiful eyes—she was so pretty—“1 saw him with an inner
vision much deeper and truer than my eyes could give. It was
very puzzling and I can’t explain, but I saw him, inside me, so
to speak, and yet plainly by the door. I knew then he was dead.
I didn’t say anything to mother or to my father.”
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That was at ten o’clock on the Saturday evening. On the
Monday morning came the War Office telegram announcing
that Lieutenant M— had been killed on Saturday afternoon
in a gallant attack on the German trenches. This young soldier
appeared to his sister some hours after he was killed, and she
saw him, not with the eyes of the imagination but with that
inner certainty of vision which knows beyond all doubt that it
is true. In her turn she too has passed on, and the world is
poorer for the joy of life she has taken with her.

The third experience is different, and may be useful to those
who long for their dear ones but yet hesitate to trust the power
of a medium. In this case my friend is a much older woman—
yet possesses the secret of eternal youth. I cannot describe her
without breaking away from the confines of this article. It
must be enough now for me to say that I and many others have
sat at her feet for years learning the way of mysteries. She is
a woman who has won a deep and marvellous insight into the
things of the Spirit—and the word should be written with a
capital “S.” Her knowledge transcends spiritualism. She
descends into the psychic plane from the safe altitude of the
spiritual. But she herself would desire me to say no more.
What little has been said is necessary as a guide to the experi-
ence I would tell. Her husband died, and for three days she
sank into cruel depths of grief. Then she found the way up
and out and made a certain prayer, and her husband appeared
to her and spoke to her in broad daylight, when she was alone.
He came as simply, as directly as if entering from the garden
outside, and he was shining with a wonderful radiance of joy.
He came several times within the next few years. He was allowed
to advise her on certain matters, notably on business questions,
and she profited as much from his clear legal brain as she had
when he was in the flesh. Most precious joy of all was the
ever-deepening sense of reunion. She knew his spirit and he
hers with a marvellous clearness that of necessity must be veiled
when the soul can only speak through the medium of a body.
Now with the barrier of the flesh down, spirit talked with spirit
unhindered by the slightest cloud of non-understanding. As
time went on his visits became fewer, at last entirely ceased.
But she is happy in the knowledge that he lives, that she does
not see him now because he has other work to do, and that when
she too makes the forward journey, he will greet her.

And what she has done, all can do—that is, obtain the same
direct, unshakable conviction that the beloved are not dead



80 THE OCCULT REVIEW

but only waiting, even while they work. This method tran-
scends all others. No element of deception can touch it.

I do not think I am psychic at all. Years ago I wasted much
time in fruitless gazing into the crystal. I have never seen a
ghost. If there is in me any bent in this direction it lies in a
certain faculty for perceiving rather cloudy facts in the pastime
known as fortune-telling by cards. There have been curious
dreams, one sufficiently disturbing to make me reconsider and
relinquish a certain line of study, one of peculiar horror which
visited me in early childhood and haunted me at various times,
then ceased entirely for many years and culminated in a strange
manner just two years ago. The one mentioned first was the
natural result of much time spent in mental concentration.
There is a school of thought which teaches that to obtain what
we greatly desire we must make a mental picture of that desire

and concentrate many hours upon it until it actually manifests:
~ not in a suddenly concrete form appearing from space, so to
speak, but in a natural sequence of events which brings the
desire quite naturally into fulfilment. XKeen to experiment, I
sat daily for a certain time, concentrating upon mental pictures
until my dreams even became impressed with the brain-working
of my waking hours. One night I dreamed that I came into
my drawing-room and saw myself sitting at my writing-table,
and myself rose and advanced towards me, in every feature,
in every detail of form and dress, the replica of what my looking-
glass showed me every day. I do not know why the experience
should have been so terrifying, but a very agony of fear seized
me. I tried to turn and escape from the room, but, in the
manner of nightmares, I remained rooted to the floor. And
myself came closer, and I knew that if this separated self touched
me, the horror would kill or drive me mad. In the agony of
the moment I tore myself back from sleep to wakefulness.

The experience was acute enough to warn me of possible
folly in continuing experiments in the psychic world, and I dis-
continued the practice of intense concentration.

The other dream was black with a yet deeper terror, and a
physical pain far greater than any I have ever experienced when
awake. As I have said, it first visited me when I was about
ten years old. I dreamed that I was grown up and that a dance
was being given in our home. I saw my brothers and sisters,
also grown up, my parents, many friends and some strangers.
Amongst thelatter was a heavily built man, with a large unkempt
head rather sunk in his shoulders, and who sat alone on a sofa,
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not once joining in the dances. A moment came when supper
was announced and everyone left the room save this man, who
remained seated. I see myself now, as I saw myself in that
dream, dressed in a pale blue silk dress such as my mother actually
wore in those days, approaching the man and asking him to join
the rest of our guests at supper. He did not answer. He looked
at me without speaking and then slowly slid off the sofa and
advanced towards me, crawling upon all fours. Children suffer
from what are called “ night-terrors.” This may have been
one. The experience has proved to me that age has nothing
to do with certain proportions. I suffered terror in that dream
as a grown-up. There was no diminution proportionate to a
mere child’s capacity for feeling. I knew that the heavy, sham-
bling form now crawling towards me was unspeakably evil, and
I turned to fly. But my limbs were laden. Most people know
the horror of the nightmare which prevents movement. If I
could get into the hall, I should be safe because the supper-room
was next to the dancing-room and the door was open. Terror
flogged me, yet I could scarcely move, and terror choked the cry
in my throat. And the Thing was very close. Yet somehow
I did get into the hall, to the open door of the supper-room. I
was empty. In all the house, no one but myself and the sham-
bling, heavy, unkempt silent Thing. I think it was his silence
which deepened my fear. I tried to run to the stairs. As I
reached the first step, the figure behind lurched to its feet and
moved more quickly. A hand seized me. I uttered a shriek,
and woke, sobbing and shaking under the influence of the awful
strain I had been through.

This same dream haunted my childhood intermittently. I
think it culminated some two years ago in the following manner.

One night I dreamed that I walked along a garden path in
complete solitude. A bend of the path revealed at some yards
ahead a bench, and on it a man sitting. The sight of him filled
me with sudden terror. He radiated evil—and I wasalone. I
gazed about me in desperation. Not a soul in sight. Imust
face this horror unaided. That awful sense of helplessness which
assails us in dream-life forbade my retreat. A force greater
than myself drew me on. All the terror and the horror in the
world focused in my being as I went forward. When I reached
the bench, the man lifted his head and looked at me. What a
face! White, fat, evil, with black hair crowning it, and a black
beard fringing the heavy cheeks and chin.

He looked at me!
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Why are one’s feelings so intensified in dreams ? He looked
at me, and in that moment I felt my very soul withering. I
passed him—two yards, three yards, ten yards. Then I looked
over my shoulder and he was following me, not walking upright,
but in a crouching, leaping way upon all fours, like some ungainly
beast. And in my dream I remembered that similar dream of
my childhood.

I shrieked aloud, as the man sprang. He caught me in a grip
of steel, laughed in my face and then began pressing his thumb
upon my back, just over the place where the left kidney lies.

Who can describe pain! What meaning does the word
“agony ”’ convey, save to those who have felt it? How does
it feel to have a red-hot knife pressing upon an open wound !
Pain! Nothing in all the world but pain! No longer any
consciousness of a body, no longer any selfhood. Only pain,
a weight, a pressure, the whole world one vast throb of pain
concentrated into me.

And the terrible face of my torturer and the horror, and the
pain and again the horror! Those awful relentless fingers
pressing the agony into my back. And then my sudden swift
cry to him. “ You also are a Son of God,” my last scream, and
then merciful release as I slid back into wakefulness.

I lay in bed, drenched with perspiration and shaking all over,
but without a vestige of pain. When the shock had passed, I
laid a cautious hand upon the place where I had suffered in
sleep. My first thought was that I must be very ill and that
my dream had been caused by acute suffering in the body.
That being so, I should feel it now. But not only was there entire
absence of pain in the body, there was no tenderness to the touch,
not even to the deep pressure I ventured to apply. Then I
searched the bed for any hard substance which might inadvert-
ently have found its way there for me to lie upon. There was
nothing. I leave the explanation to the dream experts and to
the common sense of the doctors. YetIask myself, if physical
disorder were alone the cause, why was it expressed by such an
evil agent? Did that figure of dreadful menace spring even
as a hidden force of sin from the subconscious mind, cleave its
way to the surface to be destroyed by the frenzied utterance
of those strange words ?  Are we not indeed creatures of greater
interest than we imagine? Who amongst us has plumbed to
the depth of his being? Who hasdared the adventure >—How-
ever, the puzzle is offered equally to doctor and to psycho-analyst.
As I have said in the beginning of this article, I am not psychic.
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The dreams may partake of such nature, but I hold no definite
opinion, because I do not know. And my conviction of the fact
that life is eternal, without beginning and without end, is not
dependent upon the truth of spiritualism and the appearance
of personalities from the other side. It is when I come to
Spiritual Healing that I tread on firm ground, because I then
speak of what I do know.

Spiritual Healing is a fact. It is natural. The only miracle
about it lies in its upsetting of preconceived opinion. At
present, the majority of people practising it are aware of being
but children in knowledge, but they remember the history of
the railway, the motor-car and aeroplanes, to name some of the
more popular examples of development, and they go forward in
steady faith.

I will tell quite plainly and without giving any explanation
some instances of personal proof of its power. The secret lies
in a change of the point of view and a readjustment of values.

Sea-sickness, for instance, has lost its terror. The strangle-
hold was broken for the first time ten years ago in a rough jour-
ney to Egypt. I remember, in the joyful insolence of new-found
liberty, proffering counsel to a very sick woman, but she would
have none of it. ‘ They told me at home to make pictures of
myself walking through green fields and that I should be all
right,” she moaned. ‘“And it’s no use.” * The sea is green,”
I said heartlessly, and then would have shown her a better way,
but she refused, disbelieving, so I left her. Since then I have
wondered how I should be in a really heavy sea. I discovered
the answer this year in the Bay of Biscay in one of the worst
storms known for twenty years. Beyond a slight giddiness
which made keeping my berth preferable to getting up, and a
disinclination to eat much, I suffered not at all. On the return
journey, although the seas were not mountainous as before,
we had four days of very rough weather which upset a large
proportion of the passengers, but which I enjoyed thoroughly,
being up and about each day with an increased appetite.

One of the most remarkable experiences occurred in India.
An acute attack of dysentery was prostrating me. It lasted
twelve hours and continued with a vigour that seemed toignore
all efforts to apply spiritual treatment. I remember that more
bitter than the pain and general illness lurked a presage of dis-
appointment. One had perceived vistas of new power and new
interest in life, and I could not bear to think that they were false
and that limitation was indeed the yoke set upon the neck.
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Fourteen people were coming to dinner that same evening, and
I could scarcely crawl into my dressing-room at seven o’clock.
Then I remember making a certain prayer, but to this day I
can never remember anything of dressing or receiving my guests.
Everything on that evening was a blank—and has so remained,
from the moment of my prayer to the middle of dinner, when
I found myself eating and drinking and laughing with my
friends. I had eaten every course and was drinking champagne,
and quite suddenly it flashed upon me that I had been ill.
Memory seemed forced to make an effort to recall the fact, so
obliterated had it become by the consciousness of health.

I could give many other instances equally wonderful, but
no one is believed for much talking, neither do I want to make
converts. I only feel that I want to share the good news, and if
anyone is interested these two facts will be as stimulating as two
thousand. Moreover, let anyone make the proof for himself,
then stories of other achievements become merely interesting
and no longer necessary.

Spiritual Healing applies to circumstance, to poverty, to
unhappiness as well as to physical health. It works miracles,
opens doors, achieves the heart’s desire. I could tell many stories
of success, of apparently insuperable difficulties melting like snow.
I could tell of deadly fear giving place to perfect peace. In short,
I could point the way to a new world.

The formula !

“ Know thyself.”

“ With all thy getting, get understanding.”

A caution.

Do not invite disappointment by rushing blindfold into
the marsh of super-enthusiasm.

Between the past of sorrow and the future of achievement
lies the present of experience.

‘““ He that believeth will not make haste.”



THE MATHEMATICS OF THE SEPHER
YETZIRAH
By H. STANLEY REDGROVE, B.Sc., A.LC., F.C.S.

AS readers of the OccuLT REVIEW are aware, a new and excellent
translation of the Sepher Yetzirah by Mr. Knut Stenring has
recently been published, under the able editorship of Mr. A. E.
Waite,* and in consequence an increased interest on the part of
students of Occultism in this extraordinary work—though it is
one which has always fascinated and attracted them—may be
anticipated. The time seems opportune, therefore, for offering
some considerations and conclusions touching one aspect of the
subject matter of the Sepher Yetzirah which I think will be of
assistance to the student in his endeavour to unravel the riddles
that this book offers.

Naturally, in a work which opens by the declaration that God
 created His Universe by the three forms of expression : Num-
bers, Letters and Words,”’ the occurrence of various numbers is
no matter for surprise. The point I wish to make plain in this
contribution to the subject is that these numbers are significant,
and that certain of the more important of them can be arrived
at by a particular mathematical calculus known as the Theory
of Permutations and Combinations. Whether the author of the
book—whoever he may have been, and I am not prepared to
pledge myself to Mr. Stenring’s attribution of the authorship to
Rabbi Akiba ben Joseph—was acquainted with this particular
calculus I cannot say, since the numbers in question could also
have been obtained by the more laborious process of writing out
all the permutations or combinations involved and totalling
them up. But whatever method he adopted, the fact must be
placed to his credit, as has not always been done, that his work
was accurately carried out. Indeed, commentators on the Sepher
Yetzirah have not dealt at all satisfactorily with the underlying
mathematics of the book. In Westcott’s translation,{ for

* The Book of Foymation (Sepher Yetzivah). By Rabbi Akiba ben
Joseph. Translated from the Hebrew, with Annotations, by Knut
Stenring. . . . With an Introduction by Arthur Edward Waite. Price
6s. net. (London: Messrs. Wm. Rider & Son, Ltd. 1923.)

T Sepher Yetzivah : The Book of Fovsmation. Translated from the
Hebrew by William Wynn Westcott, M.B., J.P. Third edition, revised

throughout (London, 1911).
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example, the following comment is made concerning the
Gates of Knowledge ”’ mentioned in the text.

<

231

‘“ The number 242 is obtained by adding together all the numbers from
1 to 22. The Hebrew letters can be placed in pairs in 242 positions ;
thus ab, ag, ad, up to at; then ba, bd, bg, bd, up to bf, and so on to fs,
i : this is in direct order only, without reversal.”

Regarding these remarks, the following observations appear
to be necessary : (i) The number 242 is not obtained by adding
together all the numbers from 1 to 22. These numbers add up
to 253, as the reader may test for himself by simple addition.*
(ii) In the examples given of the pairs of Hebrew letters, although
it is said “‘ this is in direct order only, without reversal,” a case
of reversal occurs, namely ab and ba. In neither case, however,
does the number of pairs amount to 242. If reversed pairs are
included the total number of pairs is 484. If reversed pairs are
excluded, the total is 253. These results hold on the assumption
that each letter may be doubled in order to make a pair. In
the illustration given this doubling is applied to b and #, but not
to a, so that it is not clear what is intended by the commentator.
The text of the Sepher Yetzirah, however, makes it plain, I think,
that doubling is excluded, and in this case, as I shall show in a
moment, the total number of pairs, reversed pairs being excluded,
is 231,} as correctly given in the text.

“ Twenty-two basal letters: He designed them, He formed
them, He purified them, He weighed them, and He exchanged
them, each one with all ; He formed by means of them the whole
Creation and everything that should be created (subsequently).”
The belief in the magic power of words is not only a notion of
great antiquity, but is one very widespread amongst different
races of mankind. Amongst many primitive peoples, for ex-
ample, it is customary for the individual to have two names, one,
his real name, being preserved as a great secret, since, if it became
known to his enemies, they would, it is thought, be able to work
evil magic on him by means of it. And the notion, too, is en-
countered in early religious systems that the power to control
the gods belongs to him who possesses the secret of their true
names. The new historical school of Ethnology holds the view

* The sum of the series of whole numbers from 1 up to any number
# may be more easily calculated by means of the formula, S (the sum) =

2 (n + 1).
2

T If reversed pairs are included, the total number is, in this case,
doubled and therefore amounts to 462.
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that the origin of the belief in the magic power of words, as of
many other magical ideas, can be traced to the ancient Egyptian
civilization, and accounts for it on the ground that spoken words
are amongst those things which issue from the living man and
serve to distinguish him from one that is dead, they being there-
fore ““ Givers of Life.”” Whether this theory be valid in its
entirety or not I do not propose to discuss: what I wish to do
is merely to indicate how easy is the transition from a belief in
the magical power of words to the theory that by means of words,
and hence of letters, God created the world. “ God said, Let
there be light : and there was light.” Throughout the Creation
story as recorded by The Book of Gemesis, each stage in the
creative process is preceded by the spoken command of the Deity.
Philosophically the journey is a long one to The Gospel according
to St. Johm, but here again we meet with the same fundamental
idea in the creative power of the word, although the Word has
now become personified as the Second Person in the Trinity.
Now, there are special reasons relating to the language rendering
the passage easy, and in fact, inevitable, for those whose native
tongue is Hebrew, from a belief in the creative power of words
to that in the creative power of letters. In the first place, every
Hebrew letter is itself a word and hence an idea, so that when
we are dealing with combinations of Hebrew letters we are not
merely considering the combination of sounds, but also the
combination of ideas. In the second place, the Hebrew alphabet
is a consonantal one, and consequently any combination or
arrangement of Hebrew letters can be pronounced, and is there-
fore a potential word. If we try to arrange in various ways two
or more letters of the Latin alphabet chosen at haphazard, only
a relatively few of these would be pronounceable. It would, for
example, puzzle even a Pole or a Czech to pronounce ‘“ xgb,”
owing to the fact that at least one vowel letter is necessary in
every word.

The Hebrew alphabet, therefore, provides us with twenty-two
letters corresponding to twenty-two primary ideas; let us say,
endeavouring to follow the thought of the author of Sepher
Yetzivah, twenty-two elemental spiritual forces. These forces
are capable of combination with each other in every conceivable
manner : surely they are adequate to account for the multiplicity
of the manifested Universe. At first sight the reader may think
twenty-two elements far too few in number, but Mathematics
shows that, although all the possible arrangements and combina-
tions of twenty-two letters or forces is certainly not infinite, it
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is an almost inconceivably great number. I have endeavoured
to estimate this number, and I find that the total number of
words which might be written by means of twenty-two letters,
using each letter not more than once in each word, exceeds three
thousand and fifty trillions.* Those of us who have been having
business dealings with Germany in recent days have certainly
got into the habit of thinking in unusually large numbers; but
the immense magnitude of this particular number may perhaps
be brought home to us if I point out that the fortunate possessor
of three thousand trillion marks, after exchanging them for
British currency, would still find himself a multi-millionaire,
with an income of over seven million pounds sterling a year,
assuming him to be able to invest his capital at 5 per cent.
Naturally, if the letters may be repeated, the number of possible
words is increased, and if no limit be put upon the number of
repetitions and the consequent length of the words, no limit can
be assigned to their possible number.

Now I do not suppose that the author of the Sepher Yetzirah
worked out the total number of words that could be obtained by
various combinations and arrangements of the twenty-two letters
of the Hebrew alphabet. Idonotsupposethathe even attainedto
the approximate figure which I have given above, since calculating
even this rough approximation necessitated the use of logarithms,
which could not have been known to him. But I do think that
he was sufficiently awake to the possibilities to realize that the
number was an immense one, and that the theory that all things
in the Universe are the product of twenty-two elemental forces
would not break down for lack of a sufficiency of possible com-
binations and arrangements. Moreover, the possibility of divid-
ing these twenty-two letters into three groups containing respec-
tively three, seven and fwelve letters each, gave the theory an
additional attractiveness, owing to the symbolic significance of
these three numbers and the possibility of equating the various
letters to natural phenomena, such as the three elements,{ the
seven traditional planets, and the twelve signs of the Zodiac.

The student of the Sepher Yetzirah will realize, therefore,
how considerably his understanding of the book will be facilitated
if he has at his command the elements of that mathematical

* The actual number is the integral portion of the expressione 22 —1,
e being the base of Napierian logarithms and equal approximately to
2'7183.

t Jewish philosophy appears to have recognized onmly air, fire and
water as elements.
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calculus which deals with the numbers of possible arrangements
and combinations of various dissimilar objects. And seeing that
the elements of this particular calculus are extremely simple and
can be easily mastered by the tyro without any previous mathe-
matical knowledge, I propose, for the benefit of the non-mathe-
matical reader, to deal with the matter here and now, and to
explain the meaning and use of certain simple formulee.

To commence with we must distinguish between what mathe-
maticians call respectively a ‘“ permutation *’ and a ‘‘ combina-
tion.” The difference is that order is significant as concerns the
first, but not as concerns the latter. Thus, suppose @, b, ¢ and 4
represent dissimilar objects, then abc and acb represent different
permutations of these objects taken three at a time, but not
different combinations; whereas abc and abd are both different
combinations and permutations.

First, to consider permutations :—

I. Suppose we are given a number of dissimilar objects, 7,
and we are asked to find the total number of permutations that
could be made using all the objects each time. Let us suppose
for the sake of simplicity that the objects are letters and that
we are engaged upon the problem of word-building, any arrange-
ment of letters being considered a word. Now it is clear that we
can choose the first letter of our word in » different ways, but
having chosen this we are reduced to #—1 choices for the second
letter, n—2 choices for the third letter, and so on down to the
last one, in the case of which we have no choice, that is to say
can choose in only one way. Now, as it is clear that every
possible choice of the first letter can be associated with every
possible choice of the second letter, and this with every possible
choice of the third letter and so on, the total number of words
(or permutations) will be got by multiplying #» by the whole
number next below it, multiplying the result of this by the whole
number next below the last multiplier, and so on down to I.
This quantity is frequently written Iﬁ’ and is called ““ Factorial
n.””  For example, suppose we are asked to form all the possible
three-lettered words from the letters a, & and ¢, no letter being
used twice, then the answer to our problem is |i= SO
= 6, the words being

abe, bea, cab.
ach, bac, cha.

2. The next problem is to find the number of permutations of
a number of dissimilar objects when not all of them are taken
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at a time. Let ussuppose, for example, that we have » dissimilar
objects, but that we are to use only 7 of them for each arrange-
ment, 7 being any number less than #. A moment’s reflection
will show us that the solution of this problem is very similar to
that of the last one, only instead of multiplying #» by » — 1,
#n — 2, and so on down to I, we shall have to stop multiplying
after we have multiplied together » terms. In other words, in
order to get the same result as before, namely |ﬁ, we should have
to go on multiplying by # — 7 more terms, and, these terms
being whole numbers starting with # — » and decreasing regularly
by ones down to 1, their product is equal to |n — 7. Therequired
ik

n—7

For example, suppose we are asked to find the number of
possible two-letter words, any arrangement of letters being
reckoned as a word, from the four letters a, b, ¢ and 4. The

li =|é=4><3x2><1=12.

[4—2 |z 2 XA :

number of permutations therefore is

answer to the problem is

the words being

ab, be, cd, aa,
ac, bd, ca, ab,
{ld: b(l, Cb, dc.

Finally, let us see if we can now solve the problem of finding
the number of combinations of 7 dissimilar objects taken 7 at a
time,* # being a number less than #. Each combination, since
order is immaterial as concerns combinations, is capable of yield-
ing several permutations, and, in fact, as each combination con-
tains 7 dissimilar objects, each is; capable of yielding | 7 permuta-
tions. The required number of combinations, therefore, mul-
tiplied by Lr is equal to the number of permutations of » things

n
taken 7 at a time, that is to say, ,— . In other words, this
n—7v

quantity divided by l_r is equal to the required number of com-

1z
In—=rx|”
For example, suppose we were asked to find the number of com-
binations of the four letters a, b, ¢, d, taken two at a time. The

binations. This latter number, therefore, is equal to

* Tt will be noticed, of course, that the number of combinations of #
dissimilar objects taken # at a time is 1.
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answer is |i |—4— =4X3X2XI=6

14_2XL2_=[3X|3 2Kk, X 2 S )

the combinations being

ab, be, cd.
ac, bd,
ad.

The three formula I have developed above may seem rather
unnecessary when dealing with such simple problems as I have
so far given in illustration of their application; but they are
extremely useful when we have to handle a large number of
objects, such as, for example, the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew
alphabet.

“How,” it is asked in the Sepher Yetzirah, < did God com-
bine, weigh and exchange the letters ? ” The answer is provided :
““ A with all and all with A ; B with all and all with B ;: G with
all and all with G; and all of them turned round. Hence they
come forth through two hundred and thirty-one gates, and thus
it comes about that the whole Creation and all things proceed
from one combination of letters.” The only possible obscurity
about the meaning of this is as to whether reversed pairs of
letters are to be reckoned or not, that is to say, whether permuta-
tions or combinations are intended ; but the idea appears to be
that when we have got the key it is to be read both forwards and
backwards, and hence that it is only different combinations which
are to be considered. The number 231 makes this perfectly
clear. This number is equal to the number of combinations of
twenty-two things taken two at a time, as will be clear by an
application of the above formula.

Number of combinations of 22 dissimilar objects taken two
at a time

s 22 = Iiz SR s
|22 —2 xi2 |20 X[z 2 XI
Thus the number 231 is the number of pairs that may be
made from the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet, no
letter being paired with itself and pairs in reversed order being
excluded, as correctly shown in the diagram appended to Knut
Stenring’s translation of the Sepher Yetzivah. These 231 pairs
symbolize, as it were, the first act of creation after that of the
primary twenty-two forces themselves. They represent the first

effect of the mutual operation of these forces on each other and
I

=TT X o1 =231
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the gates, so to speak, whereby they enter into manifestation.
The number 231 is also, and the reason for this will be clear to
the reader if he ponders it a moment, the sum of all the whole
numbers up to and including 21.

In the chapter of the Sepher Yetzivah dealing with the seven
double letters, the question is asked and answered, ““ How did
God fuse these letters together ? ”’ the reply being, ‘ Two stones
build two houses, three stones build six houses, four stones build
twenty-four houses, five stones build one hundred and twenty
houses, six stones build seven hundred and twenty houses, seven
stones build five thousand and forty houses. Make a beginning
herefrom and calculate further what the mouth cannot pronounce
and what the ear cannot hear.” In his commentary on this
passage Dr. Wynn Westcott writes : “ These numbers have been
a source of difference between the editors and copyists, hardly
any two editors concurring. I have given the numbers arising
from continual multiplication of the product by each succeeding
unit from one to seven.” These numbers are undoubtedly the
correct ones, and are those also given, as in the quotation above,
by Mr. Knut Stenring. But Dr. Westcott does not explain why
one should take the numbers arising from continual multiplica-
tion in the way he adopts, nor does Mr. Stenring enlighten us as
to their significance. From what we have already seen, however,
the meaning of them is obvious. The numbers are the “* factor-
ials ”’ respectively of the numbers two to seven, and represent
the number of permutations that can be got by taking respec-
tively two, three, four and so on up to seven of the letters all at
a time. The closing sentence of the passage I have quoted from
the Sepher Yetzirah is significant. As I have said, I have endeav-
oured to make the computation, and we have seen where it leads.

There are other verses in the Sepher Yetzirah which the
mathematical theory of permutations and combinations is cap-
able of enlightening. For example, the closing verse of the first
chapter deals with the six permutations of the three letters of
the Ineffable Name of God taken all at a time. But I have given
the student the key : he must use it for himself.



THE ISTRIAN BARQUE
By ALBERT BUHRER

THE holy Virgin goes with me,
To Her I pledge a rover’s vow,
Her form is painted on my prow,
The sweet Madonna of the sea.

And I have eyes to find my way
When the Sirocco blinds my course ;
Nor do I fear bold Bora’s force :

The Virgin watches night and day.

My hull was carven from a tree
That flourished in a mountain glen,
Made holy by the prayers of men
And their profound humility,

My years are few, for even now
My beams can feel the throb of Spring,
And hear the phantom blackbird sing
Upon the erstwhile leafy bough.

I have two loves, nor can decide
The one I love with better zest,
Venice doth draw me to her breast,

And Pola, too, would be my bride.

When Pola wins me with her art,
And lauds me with a lover’s praise,
I think of Venice and her ways

And must set sail to storm her heart.

But sleeping on Venetian quays,
I dream of Istrian delights,
Then Pola witchingly invites

My wvagrant soul across the seas.
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BELIEF versus KNOWLEDGE

AN EssaAy By FRATER ACHAD

IT has been written that ““ in all the world there are only two
kinds of people—those who know, and those who do not know ;
and this knowledge is the thing which matters.” However
sweeping this statement may appear, it is little short of truth
from the standpoint of religion in its real sense.

Knowledge has been defined as “a clear perception of a
truth or fact, erudition ; skill from practice.” Also “to know,

, to perceive with certainty, to understand clearly, to have
expenence of.”

On the other hand, belief is an “ assent to anything pro-
posed or declared, and its acceptance as fact by reason of the
authority from whence it proceeds, apart from personal know-
ledge ; faith, the whole body of tenets held by any faith, a
creed, a conviction.”

In regard to religion it will doubtless at once be evident
that a great deal could be said on the subject of belief, it being,
one might almost say, the principle on which most, if not all,
exoteric religions are based. It will also be evident, though
perhaps in a lesser degree, that all these various rellglous beliefs,
held by masses of people in all lands, must have arisen in the
beginning out of the personal experience of a few who had
somehow obtained a direct perception or knowledge of certain
facts in regard to *‘ the Absolute,” “ God,” or at any rate some
Being or Beings of a distinctly higher order than themselves,
and that these revelations were then given out by them to others,
coloured to a certain extent by their own personality, and limited
by the horizon of their own intellectual sphere. To what extent
these ““ revelations ”” or ““ inspirations ”’ can be relied upon, and
whether it is better to accept them as taught or to rely upon
our own experience, are matters I shall endeavour to treat of in
this brief essay.

The first thing that strikes one in attempting to deal with
the subject—at any rate in the writer’s’ own experience—is
how little we really know and how rapidly, if unchecked, our
beliefs tend to accumulate.

The beliefs accepted in our early childhood undoubtedly

94
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have a strong influence upon our minds, especially in early life,
but apart from these, as soon as we begin to look around us
and attempt to think for ourselves, fresh beliefs rapidly creep
in upon us. Thesegain strength, and to some extent, often to a
great extent, modify our ideas and even dominate our actions.

Those who have a natural aptitude and desire for religion
soon begin to read books and possibly to attend lectures on the
subject. Something that one has heard or read strikes us as
being original and fascinating ; it seems to us this new idea must
be true, and almost unconsciously we find ourselves believing
it.

If the matter were allowed to rest there until we found time
and inclination to go over these new ideas, carefully comparing
them and trying to unite their utmost divergencies so as to
make them conform more or less with our own experience and
outlook on life, well and good. But if, as is very liable to be
the case, these new theories are lightly discussed and then for-
gotten for a time, there seems to be a tendency, upon the subject
re-arising or again being presented to us at some later period,
for these ideas to be awakened more or less suddenly and for
us to think “ Oh, I know about that,” while losing sight of the
fact that it is not actual knowledge, but a bare belief that has
lain dormant in our subconscious minds.

I think that anyone who has taken the trouble to examine
his, or her, own mind in regard to their worldly knowledge on
any matter, will agree that this knowledge is entirely based on
experience, but when we turn our attention to religion, we imme-
diately feel either that actual knowledge is lacking or that it is
confined to certain instances of an entirely different nature
from any other experience we have had, so that these *“ illumina-
tions "’ stand out as landmarks along the path, having a marked
effect upon the outlook and conduct of those who have partaken
of them.

To make my meaning clearer, I will quote an instance from
the life of Charles Kingsley which will give a good general idea
of one of the earlier mystic states. He writes: “ When I walk
in the fields, I am oppressed now and then with an innate feeling
that everything I see has a meaning if I could but understand
it. And this feeling of being surrounded with truths which
I cannot grasp amounts to indescribable awe sometimes. . . .
Have you not felt that your real soul was imperceptible to
your mental vision, except in a few hallowed moments ? "’

A much more extreme state of mystical consciousness is
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described by J. A. Symonds; and probably more persons than
we suspect could give parallels to it from their own experience.
““ Suddenly,” he writes, “ at church, or in company, or when I
am reading, and always, I think, when my muscles were at
rest, I felt the approach of the mood. Irresistibly it took pos-
session of my mind and will, lasted what seemed an eternity,
and disappeared in a series of rapid sensations which resembled
the awakening from anesthetic influence. One reason why I
disliked this kind of trance was that I could not describe it to
myself. I cannot even now find words to render it intelligible.
It consisted in a gradual but swiftly progressive obliteration of
space, time, sensation, and the multitudinous factors of expe-
rience which seem to qualify what we are pleased to call our-
self. In proportion as these conditions of ordinary conscious-
ness were subtracted, the sense of an underlying or essential
consciousness acquired intensity. At last nothing remained
but a pure, absolute, abstract self. The universe became with-
out form and void of content. But self persisted, formidable
in its vivid keenness, feeling the most poignant doubt about
reality, ready, as it seemed, to find existence break, as breaks a
bubble around it. And what then? The apprehension of a
coming dissolution, the grim conviction that this state was the
last state of the conscious self, the sense that I had followed
the last thread of being to the verge of the abyss, and had arrived
at demonstration of eternal Maya or illusion, stirred, or seemed
to stir, me up again. The return to ordinary conditions of sentient
existence began by my first recovering the power of touch,
and then by the gradual though rapid influx of familiar and
diurnal interests. At last I felt myself once more a human
being ; and though the riddle of what is meant by life remained
unsolved, I was thankful for this return from the abyss—this
deliverance from so awful an initiation into the mysteries of
scepticism.”

“ This trance recurred with diminishing frequency until I
reached the age of twenty-eight. It served to impress upon
my growing nature the phantasmal unreality of all the circum-
stances which contribute to a merely phenomenal consciousness.
Often have I asked myself with anguish, on waking from that
formless state of denuded, keenly sentient being, which is the
unreality ?—the trance of fiery, vacant, apprehensive, sceptical
self from which I issue, or these surrounding phenomena and
habits which wveil that inner self and build a self of flesh-and-
blood conventionality ? Again, are men the factors of some



BELIEF versus KNOWLEDGE 97

dream, the dreamlike unsubstantiality of which they comprehend
at such eventful moments? What would happen if the final
stage of the trance were reached ? ”

These instances, taken from Professor William James’s Veri-
ties of Religious Experience—which, by the way, is an excellent
book to study if you are interested along these lines—explain,
much better than I could, the difference between personal expe-
rience of a religious nature and the ordinary run of religious
beliefs. They are, however, of the sporadic type, and are, after
all, rather elementary. Much more valuable are the experiences
to be gained by a definite scientific training towards that end.

In India, as you all know, training in this mystical insight
has been known from the earliest times under the name of Yoga.
Yoga means the experimental union of the individual with the
divine. It is based on persevering exercise; and the diet,
posture, breathing, intellectual concentration and moral dis-
cipline vary slightly in the different systems which teach it.
The Yogi, or disciple, who has by these means overcome the
obstructions of the lower nature sufficiently, enters into the
condition called samadhi, and ‘‘ comes face to face with facts
which no instinct or reason can ever know.” ‘ He learns,”
writes Swami Vivekananda,  that the mind itself has a higher
state of existence, beyond reason, a superconscious state, and
that when the mind gets to that higher state, then this knowledge
beyond reasoning comes. All the different steps in Yoga are
intended to bring us scientifically to the superconscious state
or samadhi. . . . Just as unconscious work is beneath con-
sciousness, so there is another work which is above consciousness,
and which, also, is not accompanied with the feeling of egoism.

Thereis no feeling of I, and yet the mind works, desireless,
free from restlessness, objectless, bodiless. Then the truth shines
in its full effulgence, and we know ourselves—for samadhi
lies potential in us all—for what we truly are, free, immortal,
omnipotent, loosed from the finite and its contrasts of good
and evil altogether, and identical with the Atman or Universal
Soul.”

The Vedantists say that one may stumble into superconscious-
ness sporadically, without previous discipline, but it is then
impure. Their test of its purity is empirical, its fruits must be
good for life.

The Yogi, however, is not the only being who has practised
along these lines and obtained these results. Let me quote
one instance from the Christian mystic, St. John of the Cross,
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who thus describes the condition called “ Union of Love ”” which,
he says, is reached by “ dark contemplation.”

¢“In this the Deity compenetrates the soul, but in such a hidden
way that the soul finds no terms, no means, no comparison
whereby to render the sublimity of the wisdom and the delicacy
of the spiritual feeling with which sheis filled. . . . We receive
this mystical knowledge of God clothed in none of the sensible
representations which our mind makes use of in other circum-
stances. Accordingly in this knowledge, since the senses and
the imagination are not employed, we get neither form nor
impression, nor can we give any account or furnish any likeness,
although the mysterious and sweet-tasting wisdom comes home
so clearly to the inmost parts of our soul. Fancy a man seeing
a certain kind of thing for the first time in his life. He can
understand it, use it, enjoy it, but he cannot apply a name to
it, nor communicate any idea of it even though all the while it
be a mere thing of sense. How much greater will be his power-
lessness when it goes beyond the senses ! This is the peculiarity
of the divine language. The more infused, intimate, spiritual
and supersensible it is, the more does it exceed the senses, both
inner and outer, and impose silence upon them. . . . The soul
then feels as if placed in a vast and profound solitude, to which
no created thing has access, in an immense and boundless desert
the more delicious the more solitary it is. There, in this abyss
of wisdom, the soul grows by what it drinks in from the well-
springs of the comprehension of love . . . and recognizes, how-
ever sublime and learned may be the terms we employ, how
utterly vile, insignificant and improper they are, when we
seek to discourse of divine things by their means.”

The incommunicableness of this transport is the keynote of
all mysticism, and this accounts to a great extent for the absolute
silence so often kept on the subject, but another reason for
silence is that the being’s whole outlook on life has become
changed by these experiences.

The point I particularly wish to emphasize is that we need
not, and should not, be content with mere intellectual beliefs
when the way lies open for us to obtain actual knowledge of
these states if we will only take the necessary trouble ; also that
the first step towards that end is to obtain knowledge of ourselves.

““ Man, know thyself, and thou shalt know thy God”; “ Seek
ye first the Kingdom of Heaven (which is within you), and all
these things shall be added unto you,” are sayings so familiar
that they have perhaps lost some of their deeper significance
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by constant repetition. I will therefore quote one or two less
known quotations from the Upanishads, bearing upon the know-
ledge of the higher self.

Speaking of the Absolute, the Atmabodha says:  That
should be known as Brahman, which, beyond the gaining thereof
there remains nothing to gain; beyond the bliss thereof there
remains no possibility of bliss; beyond the sight thereof there
remains nothing to see; beyond becoming which there remains
nothing to become; beyond knowing which there remains
nothing to know.”

And again, in the Kenopanishad we read :

“That which is not spoken in speech, but that whereby all
speech is spoken. That which does not think in the mind, but
that whereby the mind proceeds to think. That which does
not perceive with the eye, but that whereby the eye receives
its sight. That which does not hear with the ear, but that
whereby the ear hears. That which does not breathe the breath
of life, but that whereby life itself is kept up. Know thou
that THAT is the absolute, not this that people worship.”

Again: “If thou objectest ‘how should I grasp this?’
Pray do not grasp it ; for the residuum, after all grasping is at
an end, is none other than thy real self.” (Panchadasi.)

“ Where is the man who doubts the fact of his own existence ?
If such a one be found, he should be told that he himself, who
thus doubts, is the self he denies.” (Svaimanirupana.)

“ Setting aside everything which becomes the object of
knowledge in this world, there yet remains a residuum, the real
essence of knowledge. The knowledge that this is the real
self is true knowledge of the self.”

Speaking of the Way, the Yogavasishtha says :—

“ He continually sees the real self, who studies to unify
philosophy, and the teacher’s explanation, with the facts of
his own consciousness.”

“Forms of religion but forge so many bonds round the
individual ; spiritual consciousness alone disperses them.”
(Mahabharata.)

I think the above quotations will suffice to bring before
your minds the fact that a little real knowledge is better than
a great deal of belief. Some might perhaps reply that belief is
necessary in order to assimilate the very instances I have quoted
in favour of knowledge, but this I am not ready to admit.

I say that every one has the opportunity to prove these
things, and that the ability to do so lies already within you,
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not in the fact that you believe or disbelieve a single instance
herein set forth. If you had never heard of a similar instance,
but had voluntarily purified your minds and looked within
yourselves in search of knowledge, the result would have been
very much the same. But this I will also say: the search
requires hard work, and those who are afraid of hard work had
better perhaps remain content with their beliefs.

But to those who are unafraid, who are burning with the
desire to help others, and who desire the definite knowledge
which is essential before that help can be intelligently given
(or withheld), I say that knowledge is already a part of your-
selves ; therefore let your effort be not so much to obtain as to
become knowledge.

But how is this to be accomplished ? This is a very natural
question for you to ask. It is useless to tell you to “ become
knowledge ” if you don't know how to accomplish this for
yourselves.

This at once brings us to the “ Way ” or “ Path,” which
lies within rather than without. The time has come when
man, having vainly sought among the externals of life and
failed to realize the ideal, turns again and retraces his steps
towards the source from whence he came. Only when he does
this consciously does he find the true entrance to the path.
Then will begin for him that great struggle, which brings with it
an ever-increasing joy.

Having once realized that the goal lies within and not with-
out, his whole attitude must become changed. It is no longer
a question of adding to his store, but rather of getting rid of or
subduing all that is not essential to his one purpose.

He must become purified bodily and spiritually if he would
attain the priceless “ union” which will crown his labours.
This cannot be accomplished at once, but without a very definite
effort it cannot be done at all. The first thing then is a definite
effort in the #ight divection.

But what is the right direction ? To this I would reply that
every man and every woman should strive to formulate and to
unite their consciousness more and more with their own highest
ideal. Whether this ideal be called the Christ, the Buddha, the
Higher Self, the True Will, or whether we give it no name, matters
little except to the individual. But such an ideal lies within
each one of us, covered, it may be, with sheath after sheath of
non-essential ideas. The important point is that we should
formulate this ideal, however vaguely at first, and then work—
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work so that every action we perform, however humble, may
shadow forth the ideal to which we desire to become united.

More and more we must learn to control our lower per-
sonalities and conform to our higher ideas. More and more
shall we cease to care for the fruit of our actions as long as the
“work ” itself is rightly done. Gradually we shall feel in
closer touch with the life of all around us, and with the ideal
within.

Another very important thing is that we should spend a
few minutes every day in meditation upon our ideal. At such
times we should endeavour to free our minds from all that is
not according to that ideal. We should try to think as our
ideal would think, while letting our little worries slip away
from us for the time being.

Then, as we become more advanced, we may, during these
meditations, begin to control the thinking principle itself, for
the essence of the Eastern teaching lies in the perfect control,
even the entire suppression, of the thinking principle. Nothing
that can be thought is true. That alone is true which is above
all thought as we understand it.

Gradually, step by step, we shall accomplish this difficult
task, until the waves of thought in our minds are stilled, and
the mind itself becomes clear and transparent, a fit reflector
of the Highest, just as the sun may be seen reflected in a clear
lake. Then, and then alone, will true knowledge arise. Then
will the Voice of the Silence tell us that having reaped we must
sow. Then shall we also learn to sow rightly, but not till then,
asit iswritten in ““ Light on the Path.” It isimpossible to help
others till you have obtained some ceriainty of your own.

This must be the certainty of knowledge and not of belief,
and even if the attainment of knowledge is not the final goal
(for it still implies duality, viz., a knower and a thing known)—
and some day, perhaps, this too must be transcended—still until
then let us work, let us will to know, let us forget ourselves
in our striving to become that greater self which is all Know-
ledge, so that for each of us the day may dawn when, wrapped
in adoration, we shall LovE and WORSHIP, * knowing as we are
known.”



THE STRANGE CASE OF OSCAR WILDE
By G. D. CUMMINS

LAST summer, in little less than two months about twenty
thousand words were communicated through automatic writing,
and also by means of the ouija board, from what purported to be
the spirit of Oscar Wilde. These messages were received by
Mrs. Travers Smith and by a Mr. V., who worked together, and
also by Mrs. Travers Smith alone. I was present at all save two
of the numerous sittings held in Chelsea for this purpose, and so
have had the unique opportunity of observing the two mediums
when they worked together, and of observing Mss. Travers Smith
when messages were spelt out through her hand at the ouija
board. In the latter case I was the recorder.

During the last eight years I have studied psychical phenomena
in conjunction with Mrs. Travers Smith, one of my objects being
to disprove the dogma of survival as postulated by the spiri-
tualists. Itseemed to me they knew too little to form any theory,
to lay down any rule ; that, in short, it was a time for experiments,
not a time for conclusions. Mrs. Travers Smith was the medium,
who received a message from Sir Hugh Lane on the night the
Lusttania was sunk, and a message—about three sentences—from
William Stead on the night the T7fanic went down. In neither
case was she aware that these individuals were on board these
liners. But telepathy from the living might have accounted for
the messages, as the news at the time of the séance was probably
arriving in the newspaper offices.

In the course of our research we have met with other instances
even more arresting but still incomplete in their evidence of sur-
vival. And it was not until last summer that my faith in scep-
ticism, in a natural or human source for the phenomena, was
rudely shaken. For the first time in the course of a fairly wide
experience of psychical research, I felt that, here in this case, the
explanation that the personality of Oscar Wilde survived and was
communicating seemed more probable and plausible than that
it was due to telepathy, cryptesthesia, subconscious impersona-
tion, or any other explanation advanced by the sceptic. I knew

one medium intimately, and I had a slight acquaintance with the
102
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other. Given the past histories of these two mediums, given the
extent of their acquaintanceship with Wilde’s works, given the
conditions under which the communications were received, the
theory of subconscious impersonation seemed altogether too
miraculous to be entertained. It postulated mental powers which
I could not bring myself to attribute to either.

Here was the complete presentation of a personality of a
peculiarly original kind, the reproduction of a characteristic
handwriting, of a very distinct style, and the relation of facts
unknown to the sitters. It was a rare, and possibly unique,
achievement in psychical research.

There have been cases in which the handwriting of a deceased
person has been correctly reproduced by a medium ; but, then,
there has either been failure in the reconstruction of the personality
of the deceased or failure to obtain facts unknown to the mediums
and other persons present.

Oscar Wilde objected to “ descending into the dull abyss of
facts,” but when he condescended to do so, they dealt with details
in his life which in several instances could not conceivably have
been known to the mediums. The latter knew very little about
Wilde, were not interested in him, and had not for many years
read any of his works. At the first sitting he gave the correct
name of the street in which he had lived in Chelsea. This was
not consciously known by either Mrs. Travers Smith or Mr. V.
But it is possible that at some time in their lives they may have
read this fact in a newspaper or a book and it may have sunk
into their subconscious mind, where, we are told, the memory
of everything that ever happened to us is stored.

At a later sitting Wilde alluded to a summer which he spent
in his childhood at a farm near Dublin. He wrote: *“ One of my
earliest recollections is of a little farm in Ireland at Mc—Cree—

Cree, no, that’s not the name, Glencree . . . where we stayed with
Willie and Iso . .. and there was a good old man who used
to look after our lessons . . . a priest . . . Father Prid, Prid,

Prideau.” This message came through double mediumship, i.e.
Mrs. Travers Smith’s hand rested on Mr. V.’s when the message
was written in a facsimile of Wilde’s writing. Mr. V. had never
been in Ireland, and knew very little about the country; Mrs.
Travers Smith knew that about ten miles from Dublin, far up
in the mountains, there was a reformatory school for boys—in
Glencree valley. Nobody present at the séance knew who ““ Iso *
was. Mrs. Travers Smith had heard of ¢ Willie,” Wilde’s brother.
We learnt subsequently that Oscar had a sister, to whom he was
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much attached, called Isola, who died when she was eight years
old. :

How were we to verify the statement that Oscar Wilde had
stayed in early childhood in the valley of Glencree and had been
taught by an old priest named Father Prideau ? This episode, if
it had occurred, had taken place so long ago there was probably
hardly anyone living who was aware of it, or who could furnish us
with information about it. From my knowledge of Dublin
and its surroundings, I felt it was quite likely that the Wildes
had spent a summer at Glencree when Oscar was a boy; but
that was mere supposition. The influence communicating had
chosen the form of his evidence wisely ; there seemed at first no
possibility of any verification.

Eventually Mrs. Travers Smith wrote to the Glencree reforma-
tory and inquired whether, about sixty years ago, a priest named
Father Prideau had been there. ““ Yes,” the present master of
the school replied. Sixty years ago Father Prideau Fox held the
position he (the master) now fills.

It seems to me that here is a piece of evidence which cannot
be explained away by telepathy. It is too far-fetched to suggest
that someone, at the time Mrs. Travers Smith held this sitting,
was thinking of a priest who had lived in a wild, remote valley in
Ireland sixty years ago, was thinking so vehemently of Father
Prideau as a good old man who used to look after Oscar Wilde’s
lessons in his early childhood, that the thought had forced its
way to the consciousness of two mediums one hot, drowsy July
afternoon when the temperature was eighty-four in the shade.
It is easier to believe that Oscar Wilde was communicating
a memory of his early life which had been lost to the world.
Any human or natural explanation of this piece of evidence would
imply such miraculous powers of mind on the part of the two
mediums.

On this particular July afternoon Wilde also wrote: “ I was
M. Sebastian Melnotte in those days—Sebastian in memory of the
“dreadful arrows, Melmoth, after an ancestor of mine.” Neither
Mr. V. nor Mrs. Travers Smith knew what name Wilde had taken
after he left prison. The name Melmoth was soon confirmed as
being correct. The incorrect spelling of the name in the first
instance was difficult to explain. It was possible, of course, that
the mediums had seen the word Melmoth somewhere and
memorized it incorrectly. A little later a paragraph appeared
in The Times referring to a sale of some of Oscar Wilde’s letters.
The first batch, written after he had left prison, were signed
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“ Melmoth.” In a subsequent letter he asked that he should be
addressed as ‘“M. Sebastian Melnotte ’—a fantastic name
which I shall explain later,” he adds.

There are details in connection with notable persons—some
of an amusing kind—narrated by Oscar in the script which have
yet to be investigated. An episode connected with John Ruskin,
narrated in the script and unknown to the mediums, has subse-
quently been proved to be correct. It would be interesting to
know whether there were any truth in a statement made about
Pater. “ I would like the world to know that the story of Pater
wanting to kiss my hand was, after all, only a charming exaggera-
tion. Pater admired me immensely, but he was far too sensible
to do that. Asan artist, of course, I had a perfect right to invent
anything I liked.”

It is impossible to deal adequately with the abundance of
material in a short article when the script consists of hundreds of
foolscap pages covered with a facsimile of Wilde’s distinctive
handwriting, and when it includes the long communications
received by Mrs. Travers Smith alone at the ouija board, amount-
ing in all to at least twenty thousand words. I will quote two
further messages purporting to come from Oscar Wilde, received
by Mrs. Travers Smith at the ouija board and subsequently traced
to an interesting source.

He has, on several occasions, described the twilight region,
which he at present inhabits, where he says people can see each
other’s thoughts ; and at one of the earlier sittings, the following
message was spelt out through Mrs. Travers Smith’shand : ““ I like
to speak to you because you remind me of the time when I too
was a creature hampered by that garment you call a body. I
really do not miss it much, because thereis a joy in that nakedness
which leaves all the thoughts and ideas of the mind, whether foul
or fair, open to the public gaze. I feel now as if the extreme
reticence of wearing a body was almost indecent. It is far more
decent to go about blaring one’s loves and hates, blowing them
in the faces of those we meet—as it were being so much on the
outside that we cannot be said to have an inside. My dear lady,
what will it be for you to lose your little shape, to have no shape,
to be a fluid and merely stream about in such an undecided way
that it is like drifting before a heavy tide:?”” On another evening
he wrote : ¢ The shades here are really too tumultuous. They are
overcrowded, and we get confused by seeing into each others’
thoughts. . . . I see you have made up your mind that I am
not a reasonable shade, that I am a kind of capricious ghost who
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merely behaves as if he had no reason to guide his mind, which
now, without a body to act as pilot, strays about fluid-like, in
space.”’

When Mrs. Travers Smith received these messages, she was
unaware of the fact that at a sitting held at the house of André
Gide, the Frenchnovelist,soon after Wilde’sdeath, he had described
his state in the “ Beyond ”’ in a very similar manner—as, for
instance, ‘“ a chaotic confusion of fluid nebulosities, a cloaque of
souls.”’

The handwriting in the script is a strong link in the chain of
evidence. It has been compared with letters written by Wilde
and with the various specimens of his handwriting reproduced in
his bibliography, and it appears to be almost identical, granted
the fact that one was probably written with a quill pen, the other
with a thick pencil. There are two very marked characteristics
in Wilde’s MS. and in the automatic script: the occasional, but
not invariable, use of a Greeka and a Greek ¢, the 2 more frequently
than the e. The other characteristic is a wide division between
portions of the words ; such as d -eath, vin -tage. Neither of
the mediums had read Wilde’s work nor seen his plays for many
years, nor had they, so far as they could remember, ever seen his
handwriting. But even supposing they had made a study of it,
the remarkable rapidity with which it was written would make
forgery to my thinking an impossibility. One long message was
written at the speed of nearly 800 words in an hour. Is
it possible to forge at that rate? For it must be remembered
that the handwritings of Mr. V. and Mrs. Travers Smith are
totally dissimilar from that of Wilde.

In order to produce the automatic writing, the double medium-
ship seemed absolutely essential. When Mrs. Travers Smith
took her hand off Mr. V.’s, the pencil used to stop dead. Only at
one sitting at Mrs. Travers Smith’s house, where there was an
exceptionally strong circle of psychics present, was Mr. V. able
to write alone; and the message that came through on that
occasion was very doubtful in style and manner. It was probable
that the psychic power of Mr. V. was not sufficiently strong alone
to enable him to receive a clear and definite message from the
influence purporting to be Oscar Wilde, and that in this particular
instance his own subconscious mind coloured the communication.

I have closely observed the two mediums when at work on
many occasions, and it seemed to me that when Mrs. Travers
Smith’s hand rested for some little time on Mr. V.’s,it led to his
falling into a condition of slight hypnosis which was favourable,
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leading probably to an almost complete control of the mediums’
brain for the time being by the communicating influence.

The style of the messages received at the ouija board is of
a more conversational nature than that received in automatic
writing. The method, of course, is very different. The alphabet
lies on a table under a glass, and upon the glass is laid a pointed
piece of wood called a traveller. The medium rests her hand on
this wood, which points to the various letters in turn, spelling out
words with great rapidity. Mrs. Travers Smith has in the past
frequently been blindfolded, and coherent messages have still been
spelt out at a rapid rate.

Sometimes, even at the ouija board, the style of what purports
to be Oscar Wilde becomes florid and over-ornamented, as when
he wrote about the influence women had upon him when he
was alive :

Woman was to me a colour, a sound. She gave me all, she gave me
first desire, desire gave birth to that mysterious essence which was within
me. And from that deeply distilled and perfumed drug my thoughts
were born; and from my thoughts words sprang. Each word I used
became a child to me. I loved my words and cherished them in secret.
They became so precious they were hidden from the gaze of men until I
nurtured them ; and in their fullness I brought them forth as symbols of
the woman. . . . [Mrs. T. S.—Were all women the same to you ?]
‘Women came to me like clustered stars. I gathered them as flowers
might be culled from a rich garden. All their varied perfumes came to
me as an intoxicating draught—not singly, but combined. This twined
«wreath encircled me through life and made my days both sweet and bitter.

At a séance held on July 13th for automatic writing, he alludes
to wiomen in a lighter vein:

Tell me, dear lady, what are the virtues that are necessary for a happy
tife ? Tell me in a few words. I don’t want to know anything about
the vices’] I have no views. I wish I knew. If I did,I should not tell
you, since 't is always bad advice that is given away. [Mrs. T.S. made
a remark here.] I wasafraid you were going to say work, Never having
done any in my life, I am naturally an authority onit. Ah! TIforget! I
once trundled the barrow for poor old John Ruskin,and in a moment of
weakness I almost renounced the great cardinal doctrine of the indignity
of labour. But during those few days I learned so much about the body
of man under Socialism that afterwards I only cared to write about the
soul . . . Itold people that I never even walked. But that was a pardon-
able exaggeration. I always walked to bed. Don’t talk to me about
work, dear lady. It is the last refuge of the mentally unemployed, the
occupation of those too dull to dream. To be eternally busy is a sign of
low vitality. They who go to the ant to learn her ways always come
back antiquated, but seldom wise. An¢, while it may be true that Satan
sometimes finds mischief for idle hands to do, even God does not know
what to do with the industrious.

I
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So, dear lady, live to do nothing and be happy. Eschew work and be
fine. No one should ever do anything. At least,no woman should. The
woman who was content merely to be was always charming, but the woman
who did was often detestable. This is a maxim which might be taken
to heart by our modern business girl. Then instead of hunting so dili-
gently for their husbands in dusty offices, they would stay at home and
their husbands would come to them.

The reconstruction of personality in the whole content of the
script is of great interest, and, to my mind, more convincing as
evidence of survival than the giving of certain facts unknown to
the mediums. When a message is being spelt out, I feel as if a
very pronounced and original personality were conversing, one
very different in its characteristics from that of the medium’s.
The communicator is in turns arrogant, charming, bitter, ironical,
and extremely courteous. He is at present communicating a
play with a clever intrigue in the Wilde style of the nineties. He
writes and rewrites his dialogue and becomes furiously impatient
if interrupted, or if his ideas are not instantly understood. We
have asked him to modernize the play in treatment and manner,
so that it might have a more popular appeal. But this he seems
quite unable to do ; he continues to treat it in the Wilde manner,
which is now decidedly old-fashioned and out of date.

If sufficient care and time are devoted to the labour, it is fairly
easy consciously to parody a certain style; and it is not impos-
sible to parody Oscar Wilde through the subconscious mind.
But can it be done through four different psychic channels ? Mz
V. has obtained messages with two other ladies in double mediuy,-
ship, and Mrs. Travers Smith by herself has also obtained,Jong
communications in the Wilde manner. Of these four indiviiduals,
only Mrs. Travers Smith has had any connection with literature,
Her father was the late Professor Edward Dowden, the! famous
Shakespearean scholar. Mr. V. is a mathematician,/

The time devoted to such composition is an important factor
which must not be disregarded. Recently Mrs. Travers Smith
went to a production of “ The Importance of Being Earnest,” at
the Haymarket. Ina communication on the ouija board, ¢“Oscar”’
stated that he had been able to use Mrs. Travers Smith’s eyes in
order to see his play. He then spelt out «bitter, caustic criticism
of the production, and also of the audicnice, of about fifteen hundred
words in length. Persons, who had known Wilde during his life-
time, declared the style of this messageto be characteristic of him.
I was the recorder ; it came through at the rate of about seventy
words a minute, and I was compelled to use shorthand signs in
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order to keep pace with it. «It may be suggested that it was
possible for the medium to compose and memorize this criticism.
I was present with her at the performance at the Haymarket ;
and unless she composed it in her sleep, she would not have had
the time necessary for such a composition and for its subsequent
memorization. Itisa fairly difficult feat to write a comprehensive
criticism of a theatrical performance. I should be interested to
know if any critic could write one in the Wilde style at the rate of
seventy words a minute, in which he would embody ideas opposed
to his own preconceived opinions.

As an instance of the ironical temper of the communicator, the
following message is of interest. Mrs. Travers remarked: “ A
legend sprang up concerning Oscar Wilde. It is believed by some
that he did not die when he was supposed to have died.”

He replied: “ Men are ever interested, my dear lady, in the
remains of those who have had the audacity to be distinguished,
and when added to this, the corpse has the flavour of crime, the
carrion are eager to light on it. In my case the corpse was taken
from the humble place where it was cast off by my mental portion
and conveyed to a retreat where it might decay quietly and in
peace. It had none of the gaudy obsequies which would have
fitted such as I was. And hence this legend, which had a charm
in spite of the fact that I had passed from the public gaze long
before this dissolution took place. It is really delightful to think
that when one has striven and conquered London—ifor I con-
quered London partly through my supposed crime—it is delightful
to think that after the carcase has been conveyed to its modest
hole, a legend is woven round its decaying particles. You, I am
sure, give me credit for the fact that I really accomplished the
feat of dying when I was supposed to die. I did not fly from
the world a second time in order to create fiction.”

An eminent archeologist, who was present at a séance, was
defined in the following terse but apt manner: “A curious
restoration this. . . .”” (The traveller was pointed towards the
individual in question.) ‘ Here I find a mind in whose intricacies
Ishould like to plunge. Permit me, sir, to probe yourideas. . . .
This is a strange construction. Here I find the medieval mind,
and on it is perched like a pert bird the spirit of the twentieth
century.”

Doubtless, with the publication of the script of all the Oscar
Wilde messages, much contention and argument will be aroused.
If so, it would be well if all the various points in the case were
considered in relation to each other and not separately. Style,
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handwriting, personality, the speed of the communications, the
facts unknown to the mediums should all be carefully considered
before any judgment is passed thereon.

It is a pity that in psychical research there is no centre party,
which in controversy would weigh and sift the evidence and hold
the balance impartially between the sceptics and the spiritualists.
The sceptics are as credulous in their unbelief as the spiritualists
are in their belief. But perhaps it would be better still to adopt
the irresponsible attitude of one of the characters in the drama
called ““ The Extraordinary Play,” which is being communicated
at the moment from what purports to be Oscar Wilde. It is as
follows :

S.—Do you believe in the supernatural, sir, may I ask ?
R.—I do not even believe in the natural, Strang. Belief is the refuge
of those who are too dull to imagine.



CORRESPONDENCE

[T he name and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication,
is required as evidence of bona fides, and must in every case
accompany correspondence sent for insertion in the pages of
the OccuLT REVIEW.—ED.]

H. P. BLAVATSKY.
To the Editor of the OccULT REVIEW.

DEeAR Sir,—It will doubtless be of interest to a large number
of your readers to learn that there has recently been inaugurated in
London a new movement for the purpose of perpetuating the memory
and work of Madame H. P. Blavatsky, under the title of T%e Blav-
atsky Association.

There is no need for me here to deal with the unhappy condition
of the Theosophical Society which has called forth this new movement,
and others of a similar nature in other parts of the world. How
widely the Society has departed from the original teachings and ideals
of its Founders is now pretty generally known. Even the very word
Theosophy has become associated with so much that is the direct
opposite of its original meaning and intent, that it appears to be
necessary to drop the use of the term in connection with the present
movement. Under these circumstances, and in order to deal purely
and simply with the original teachings and ideals, the Blavatsky
Association has been formed. It includes a number of the original
pupils and co-workers with H. P. Blavatsky, as also many who at one
time or another have been members of the Theosophical Society, but
have been compelled to sever their connection with it for the reasons
above stated. This will guarantee that the Association will be under
good guidance, and that everything which experience has shown to be
a cause of dissension will be as far as possible eliminated from its con-
stitution. There will, for example, be no President, but the executive
will consist only of the Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, and a Council
of five. A few simple rules have been adopted. There is no fixed
subscription, but the Association will depend for its activities on
voluntary subscriptions and donations. Head-quarters have been
secured at 22 Craven Hill, Bayswater, and a considerable reference
and lending library is already in existence.

The Association regret that they are unable to admit as members
any who are already members of the Theosophical Society so long as
they continue to be members of this society; because in the first
place these must be assumed to be already obtaining what they require,
and in the second place the admission of these might tend to introduce

a disturbing element. Naturally this does not apply to every member
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of the T.S., but it is not possible to make distinctions in individual
cases.

As time goes on there is an increasing interest in and demand for
the works of H. P. Blavatsky, and the Association will endeavour to
meet this demand, and to give assistance in every possible way to
students of the Gupia Vidya, the Ancient Wisdom, of which this remark-
able woman was the gifted exponent.

Yours faithfully,
IONA DAVEY,
Hon. Secretary Blavatsky Association.
22 CRAVEN HiLr, BAYSWATER, W.2.

A PSYCHIC CAT.
To the Editor of the OcCULT REVIEW.

DEeAR SIR,—I am not a particularly psychic person, and the
following experience may have been purely imagination, yet I should
be interested to know whether other people have the same sensations.

Yesterday morning about six o’clock I awoke suddenly out of
a terrifying dream, thinking that a burglar was in my room. I soon
reassured myself that my sensation of fear had no basis in fact, but
I distincily felt the light pressure of the paws of my little cat upon
my body. He seemed to pass from the end of my bed to my shoulders
and back again to the foot, and then to stand still at my shoulders.
Now, he always sleeps in the kitchen, the door of which is kept shut,
as is the door of my room. I knew, therefore, that it could not be
his bodily presence on my bed. The impression was too strong to
resist, however, and I opened my eyes to find, as I had known, that
nothing visible was there. Now, was this an example of a trick of
imagination, or can it be that my cat’s astral was actually on my
bed ? Possibly I, being between sleep and waking, was in the con-
dition to be aware of it? I am very fond of the little animal and
had been thinking of him before I fell asleep.

The only other occasion when I had a similar experience was one
February morning some years ago, when I was staying with cousins
who had moved to a new house where I had never before visited them.
I awoke in the grey light of seven o’clock and could feel my room full
of invisible presences. More and more appeared to swirl into the
room, until the place seemed full, and the sensation was so vivid and
so uncanny that, when they appeared to lay hands on the bedclothes,
I forced myself into full wakefulness in order to rid myself of these
disturbing beings (or imaginings ?). It is only fair to say that my
cousins have always been deeply interested in the occult and that
should not be surprised if they possessed latent psychic powers.

Yours truly,
AGHSET
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NO GOD IN BUDDHISM !
To the Editor of the OcCULT REVIEW.

DEAR SIR,—Your analysis of the Buddha’s teachings should prove
illuminating to those who, in this tortured and discordant world,
find interest, hope and solace in the comparative study of religions. I
confess that my one-time interest wanes as my head whitens and I
approach the one great certainty of life. I am inclined to declare
with the inspired poet :—

I am an omnist and believe in all
Religions—fragments of one golden world

Yet to be relit in its place in Heaven—

For all are relatively true and false

To those who practise, or have faith in them.

It has been said that Buddhism has no God. In that deeply
thoughtful book, The Inward Light, by Fielding Hall, the writer, after
a long stay in Burma as the guest of the monks, gives answer to this
assertion.

“Truly,” he writes, “it has no God such as the Semitic God
who sits apart in heaven ; no God who judges men ; no God who is a
personality and therefore has his limits. They have no God like this.
To them God is in the world, and all our life and soul are rays that
come from his refulgence. Shall not the ray that fails cry to the
sun to strengthen it; shall not the tiny light that dies call to the
source of light for help? No God in Buddhism ! There is not any-
where so great a realization of Infinite God as here.”

Gautama has ““ slipped into the shining sea ’’ whence no earth-
bound ship departs. May some such Great One guard your life and
inspire your pen through the coming year.

Yours truly,
J. SCOTT BATTAMS.

[I wrote of what the Buddha himself originally taught, not of
Burmese Buddhism, or any later development, of which there were
many. I think in describing Buddha as the greatest of the agnostics,
I did not go far wrong. He would doubtless have adopted the
expression himself had it been in use in his day.—ED.]

HAVE ANIMALS SOULS?
To the Editor of the OCCULT REVIEW.

DEAR Sir,—The interesting letter under the above heading made
me wonder whether the writer’s hypothesis be the only one. There
may be other reasons why Friend should have behaved as she did.

That animals are cared for by those on “ the other side” I am
firmly convinced. It may well be that an unseen friend of either the
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writer or the dog—or of both—brought about that meeting and the
dream experience later on.

I wonder whether my experience with a cat would interest you ?

It points to psychical qualities in the cat, and to the probability
that certain intelligences in the unseen can influence some—perhaps
all—animals.

My cat was from its nature and upbringing an unusual one, shy
of strangers, never going beyond the garden wall, never, as far as I
know, having killed anything, he had ten years of happy, peaceful life.
Then we removed to a locality less peaceful and secure. A few days
after settling there the cat was missed. I searched in vain, and for
several nights my rest was broken by anxious thoughts of its fate.
One afternoon, utterly weary, I sat down to my ouija board. The
first thing spelled out was a comment on my anxious state of mind
““about the cat.” After a while I was told that it was ““ fast ’—which
I took to mean shut up—but that I should see it ere daylight. In
the winter dark of the following morning I opened the outer door and
saw the cat coming towards me. It seemed to have been shut up.

Soon afterwards the same cat developed a painful swelling inside
one ear. It grew until it was as large as a walnut, and we were all
very sad at the thought of having it destroyed. The task would
devolve upon me, and as one day I sat with the board, the cat on the
rug in front of me, I braced myself to meeting it. After a few com-
ments the communicating intelligence wrote, ““ We can ease it ’—the
cat was moving its head in pain—then “ You doubt, see.” I saw a
quiver pass over the cat’s body, and before I put the board away he
had settled into a quiet sleep. The same evening he was cleaning the
diseased ear, which he had not done for months. The swelling went
down at once, it never suppurated, but the ear remains misshapen,
although I think the hearing is in no way affected. This happened
nearly four years ago : the cat is still with us, and people remark, “ What
a beautiful cat, but what is the matter withitsear ? > And we answer,
“An old trouble cured.”

Yours truly,
ANNIE GARDNER.
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PROFESSOR HEINRICH WEINEL’S account of Religious Life
in Germany at this fateful epoch of the world is one of the notable
contributions to THE HIBBERT JOURNAL, and will come as a revelation
to many whose ears are filled with the debate on the Ruhr occupation,
the position of the mark and junker iniquities, but of the German
mind and soul no word or rumour comes through that universal
medium of communication which is the daily and weekly press. The
professor of New Testament theology at Jena is speaking from the
centre of things and calls it ““ an indescribable chaos in which there is
as yet no creative light.”” 'What has become of religion in this con-
dition of things ? What does it mean now, if, indeed, it means any-
thing ? He looks first to the post-war poets as to the direction of
strongest utterance, voicing ‘‘ the terrible agitation.” They reveal
the German soul shaken to its depths and yet looking from  the
grave of its culture’’ to ‘“a new and higher existence in brotherly
love and human happiness,”” as if for a new heaven and a new earth.
There is among these new singers, whose names are to us unknown
and whose outpourings are chaotic like the time, a vague turning
towards God, sometimes conceived in the terms of Nature-pantheism,
sometimes as Lord of life and death, and as the Creator of a great
future. The yearnings seem to attain more serious expression among
poets of the working classes, seeking and feeling God not only in ‘‘ the
blue calm of evening’” but in ““ the day’s wearying labour,”” even in
the machine and the mine. There are also the voices of philosophy,
and in some of them religious feelings are said to be finding a vent,
even amidst disbelief in religion, and ‘‘ yearning for the Beyond
amidst dissatisfaction with existence and agonies of intellectual
despair. With this may be contrasted an attempted marriage between
Eastern mysticism and Christian capacity for action which has
originated a School of Wisdom under the auspices of the Grand Duke
of Hesse. We hear further that *‘ the occult is much more in request
than before the war,”” that Spiritualism ‘ raises its head,”” and that
theosophy of all kinds is growing from more to more, including that of
Steiner, who is described as ‘‘ a gifted dilettante ’’ pouring forth a
mass of those “‘ fine generalities, with which no really practical work
can ever or anywhere be accomplished.”

These things are outside official faith and far from the “‘ old good
ways *’ of which Professor Weinel is spokesman, and he turns therefore
to the Churches, now in separation from the State. After this and the
revolution which it involved, we are told that ¢ there is evidence
almost everywhere of an increase in Church interest, in Church attend-
ance, and participation in Church organizations,”” while—on the

other hand—oppositions are opened wider and “ everything gentle
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and tranquil is thrust into the background.” Free Protestantism is
organized in various associations ; the orthodox school opposes liberal
theology and attacks German idealism ; there has been produced
also within the Church itself a new movement which is directed at
once against orthodoxy and liberal doctrine, which rejects human
culture and affirms that nothing can endure except ‘‘ the reality of
God.” In contrast with these is the mystical movement, which in
one direction has developed a new modernism, in another has produced
a sacramental tendency even in the Evangelical Church, is developing
in a third aspect a new culture for the adornment of life with a garland
of mystical rites, and is apparently a living element in the German
High Church, which—there as here—has leanings in Latin directions.
‘Whether there is life’s reality in some or any of these movements,
whether they are surface-moods and fashions of a hectic day, is another
and very open question. It is not discussed by Professor Weinel, but
in any case he has done good service by showing us, as in a glass and
clearly, how it stands with religious life in Germany ‘‘ after the hate
and enmity of the war.”

Among other articles in THE HIBBERT JOURNAL there is that of
Mrs. Couling, who has discovered a marked likeness between New
Thought and the Higher Taoism, alike in doctrine and practice. It
transpires, however, that Christian Science, Modern Theosophy,
“ Emersonianism "’ and all *‘ kindred movements '’ are conglomerated
under the general title of New Thought, which is otherwise labelled
Mysticism and at once therefore connected as to its sources with
Cambridge Platonists, followers of Jacob Bohme and the Society of
Friends. - We question whether a more fantastic genealogy has ever
been propounded ; but it happens fortunately that it does not prevent
the writer from establishing a number of natural analogies between
the views and counsels of distinctive American teachers of New
Thought and Taoistic sacred books. It seems to us that they are
inevitable and that nothing follows therefrom ; the world’s thinkers
are made in each other’s likeness, in their concord and their diversity.
. . . There should be mentioned in conclusion Dr. Archibald Duff’s
very interesting speculation on the Spiritual Legacy of Egypt, and
Mzr. James Collier’sadmirable account of Cardinal Bessarion, Archbishop
of Niceea in the fifteenth century, * the chief living link between East
and West,”” as well as “a constant mediator between Emperor and
Pope, between Greeks and Latins.”” In this latter capacity he was
an important personality on the side of reconciliation and union at
the Council of Florence, with the salvation of the Byzantine Empire
rooted in his heart. He survived, however, its fall.

Mr. G. R. S. Mead continues his studies of Mandean documents
in the new issue of THE QUEST, presenting further arresting translations
of the JouN-BooOEK, from the German version of Professor Lidzbarski,
concerning the marriage of John the Baptizer, his birth and upbringing,
his first appearance, his own passing, and his answer to Jesus concerning
the Angel of Death. The nature of the documents may be indicated
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by explaining : (1) that as regards the Baptizer’s conception he is
said to have been taken by heavenly messengers out of the basin of
Jordan and laid in the womb of Enishbai ; (2) that Jerusalem quaked
at his birth and “‘ the wall of the priests ’’ rocked ; (3) that as a child
he was carried by Enoch to ““ the white mountain '’ and brought up
on holy drink; (4) that he remained there until he was twenty-two
and acquired his wisdom ; (5) that he was clothed with vestures of
glory, veiled with cloud-veils and so brought back to Jerusalem ;
(6) that as regards John’s marriage, his wife was fashioned from ‘* the
Region of the Faithful,”” that is, the Mandean Abode of the Blessed ;
(7) that the children born of their union were heavenly beings, as
indicated by the names they received ; and (8) that the wedding was
therefore mystical. The translations also include certain extracts in
which the Gnostic Community is personified under the name of Miryai,
as the ““ manifestation of a Miryai on high.”” They tell of her expulsion
from Jewry, the settlement of the exiled community on the Euphrates,
their persecution by the Jews and the consequent destruction of
Jerusalem, its temple and the dwellers therein. It is to be understood
that Mr. Mead’s annotated translations are a necessary preliminary
to a subsequent work in view, which will be one of interpretation. . . .
There is important translation of a different kind elsewhere in THE
Quest, dealing with certain Taoist Legends in Chinese treatises,
rendered originally into German by Professor Pfizmaier of the Vienna
Academy. They are termed alchemical, in the psychical sense of the
word, and are concerned with the liberation of the adept in his im-
mortal part by the loosening or dissolution of the corpse or material
body, because this is ““ incapable of changing together with the spirit.”’
It is described otherwise as ‘‘ the refining and skin-sloughing of the
True Man.” It would seem that at the end there is sometimes a
return to life, presumably physical life ; at others, the corpse appears
to be dissolved literally and the adept disappears as an Immortal.
But the accounts are very difficult to follow and by no means easy to
harmonize, the English translators making no claim to understand
the hidden meaning, while ‘“ Pfizmaier himself gives no explanation
at all.” Finally, the Taoist texts offer on their surface very little
correspondence with those which criticism has been disposed to class
as belonging to spiritual alchemy in the western world. The words
““ dissolution *’ and ‘‘ metamorphosis '’ are, however, common to both.
Meanwhile, we are in accord with Mr. Mead when he suggests in one
of his notes that there are probably no greater ‘‘ curiosities of litera-
ture ”’ than these strange legends, of which we are promised further
examples in the next issue of THE QuUEsT. It remains to say that
Dr. J. Estlin Carpenter’s historical study of “ the spirit which seeks
the common good’ in its warfare with °‘ deadly egotism,” fear,
suspicion and ill-will, does something more than deserve that place
of honour which it occupies, for it is throughout admirable reading,
the manifesto of one who knows that ‘“ the war-spirit dies hard "’ but
that ‘‘ either we must end war, or war will end us.”
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PsycHE recurs in its editorial to the experiments of M. Jules
Romains in extra-retinal vision, otherwise ‘‘ eyeless sight,”” which
have been mentioned previously in these pages, and an excellent por-
trait is presented of him who must be accounted the discoverer, should
further investigations confirm those which have been pursued on his
own part. These are of two kinds, being (1) experiments with the
blind, but there are at present no particulars before us of attained
results, and (2) his own experience, in the course of which he found
himself ‘‘ capable of heterocentric and especially of sternal vision.”
The records speak of ““ most varied verifications, experiments, measure-
ments,”” and so forth. It is satisfactory to learn that a full account
of the theory will appear shortly in an English translation. Mean-
while, the PsycHE editorial regards the personal experiments of M.
Romains in developing ‘‘ the paroptic sense ’ as not to be set aside
lightly, though the evidence is by no means conclusive as to the
hypothesis itself. On the personal side it rests upon the good faith
of the witness and on the question whether his prolonged exercises
in ‘“ attention "’ did or did not produce occasional hallucination. The
case as presented by him seems to set aside the second alternative,
and he is, of course, challenged by no one in respect of the first. At
the same time, scientific hypothesis cannot be based on good faith, and
on this side of theissue there can be suspension of judgment only. There
remain, however, the experiments conducted with the blind, about
which we shall know better when the promised translation appears.
There have been ‘‘ successful demonstrations ’ before Anatole France,
and it is admitted by PsycHE that ‘“ admirers of M. Romain’s literary
work . . . will find it hard to believe that the Sorbonne professors
are right in supposing him to have been the victim of some clever
trick or hallucination.”” We are prepared to expect that others be-
sides mere admirers may find themselves in the same position. . . .
There are excellent articles otherwise in the issue before us. Many
readers are sure to be drawn by Mr. E. M. Standing’s account of ex-
periences in the dentist’s chair under nitrous oxide. We have been
attracted on our own part by Col. Mantell’s plea for toleration on the
question whether religious beliefs are ‘“ mere products of the imagina-
tion, especially when they take the form of mystic experiences.”” The
alternative hereto is that they are by no means the simple result
of delusion and auto-suggestion. Col. Mantell proposes to reconcile
the opposing points of view by maintaining that ‘‘ religious beliefs
are essentially of the same nature as non-religious beliefs,”” both being
grounded in mental images—or imagination, in other words,—and both
also being tested by reference to experience. The article proceeds to
unfold a “‘ remarkable parallelism "’ between religious and non-religious
imagination, and to argue that any difference between them is one of
degree only. The plea for toleration is justified in this manner not a
little ingeniously, though one feels that it will be scarcely of real effect,
as intellectual toleration is about the last thing that is wanted on
either side, while, for the rest, the day of the Holy Inquisition is over
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and scarcely expects another. A word must be added on Dr. Rein-
heimer’s re-examination of Darwinism, which is said to be in “a
parlous condition,’” here and abroad. It “ fails to account for failure,”
meaning the extinction of species, and has miscarried chiefly in inter-
pretation, ““ being too scantily supported from the side of pathology
and from that of sociology.”” No countenance, moreover, is lent to
it by philosophy, physiology or paleontology. The re-examination
seems therefore unsparing in all respects, but the fact is, that a mere
summary like this can dono justice to the moving spirit and intention,
which are broad, impartial and deeply sympathetical towards the
great naturalist and his work. It seems to us an important contri-
bution to the subject, and there is one pregnant sentence which might
almost mark an epoch in scientific research: ‘“ We must not blink
the fact of the eternal difference between right and wrong, even in
matters biological.”” The meaning is that ‘‘ sane ethics and sane
physiology inseparably go together.”” An illustration in Nature is the
evidence of the rocks, which ““shows that the failing species were
those which made themselves guilty of bad habits and excesses.”” It
is ““ good bio-moral qualities which have led to genuine success in
evolution.”

THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH
opens its eighteenth volume with a letter from Sir William Barrett
to Prof. Charles Richet, pointing out some inaccuracies in the latter’s
now famous record entitled THIRTY YEARS OF PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.
They connect with the origin of the Research Society in England, the
discovery of telepathy and investigation, and the Divining Rod. The
reply of Richet is printed and is that which would be expected from all
that we know regarding him. In the second article we find that the
International Congress at Warsaw is still with us : the proceedings are
digested in a good summary account. Mr. Stanley de Brath reviews
Dr. Eugéne Osty’s LA CONNAISSANCE SUPRANORMALE as ‘ by far the
most important original contribution to Subjective Metaphysics that
has recently appeared,”” the result of experiments prolonged through
twelve years. Mr. Bligh Bond contributes a London Letter, which
constitutes a new departure and will be continued from month to
month. Itspeaks of the growth of interest in psychical research among
more critical and unbiased minds and regards the propagandist work
represented by Conan Doyle and Vale Owen activities as a necessary
antidote to those of “ the great advocates of social and industrial
enterprise,’”’ betterment on the material side, and so forth. In the
Research Department, Dr. W. F. Prince collects recent statistics on
premonition, apparitions and death-bed experiences. There are also
the minutes in detail of a sitting with Mrs. Lottie Folsom Kent, recorded
by Frederick Edwards and carefully analysed. These were communica-
tions claiming to come from deceased relatives and friends, and their
particulars were not to be explained as a result of guesswork or as
matters of common knowledge.
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THE ORIGIN OF MAGIC AND RELIGION. By W. J. Perry, M.A. %1 ins.
X 4% ins., pp. x + 212 + 1 plate. London: Messrs. Methuen
& Co., Ltd., 36 Essex Street, W.C. Price 6s. net.

It is a remarkable fact that the mythologies, the magical practices and
religious beliefs of races widely separated geographically and otherwise
from each other exhibit so many points of resemblance. The usual
explanation makes use of some such formula as ‘‘ the similarity of the
working of the human mind *’; but Mr. Perry does not think that any
explanation along these lines is satisfactory, and he seeks to establish a
common origin for magical belief and practice throughout the world.
His thesis, put briefly, is that * the world-wide spread of civilization must
. . . be regarded as originating in Egypt,” and that magic (ex hypothesi
the parent of religion) is a heritage of the ancient Egyptian culture. He
claims to show that the Egyptians, or rather the members of the royal
family, self-styled ‘‘ Children of the Sun,”” were led to the uttermost parts
of the earth in their search for ‘“ The Earthly Paradise,” a land where
substances endowing man with life abounded, and where immortality
might be achieved. It is a large thesis, and, stated thus boldly, it may not
sound a very probable one. Yet Mr. Perry has amassed a good deal of
evidence in favour of it, and there are certainly many facts which seem
to fit it very well.

But whether he has done more than establish a case worthy of further
investigation is, I think, open to doubt. Not lightly is to be set aside the
findings of modern psychologists concerning “ the similarity of the working
of the human mind.” In any case I do not think he has really explained
why primitive man came to regard—if, asseems the case, he did—certain
substances as ‘‘ Givers of Life.”” It is, I submit, not sufficient to say that
red earth is of the same colour as blood, the loss of which spells loss of life,
or that the shape of the cowrie is the same as that of the portal whereby
man enters life. If we may postulate animism, however, and regard the
use of such substances as these as symbolic prayers addressed to the
spirits who guard the life of man, the whole matter becomes clearer. Nor
does Mr. Perry explain why magical beliefs persisted, e.g., the Chinese
notion that jade and gold administered internally endow one with immor-
tality, when attempts to put them into practice must inevitably have
failed, and as concerns the example chosen “ often ended disastrously.”
The origin of all magic may be found in Egypt; but the mystery of it
still remains. Nevertheless, Mr. Perry has written a most interesting
work, one embodying valuable research, and one worthy to find a place
in the library of every student. H. S. REDGROVE.

Ceux Qui Nous QuITTENT, Extraits de Communications Médianimi-
ques. Obtenus par Mme. de W. Paris: Henri Durville, Im-
primeur-Editeur, 23 rue Saint Merri. Prix 1 fr. 25.

‘“ LE spiritisme n’est pas une religion, mais c’est en lui qu’on’trouve la

preuve de la vie future qui, elle, est a la base de toutes les religions.”. |
120
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The foregoing sentiment, as expressed by a communicator under the
initials “ C.R.,” through his intermediary, Madame de W., will commend
itself to all who look seriously and without prejudice into the subject.
The messages of ‘“ C.R.”, and “ R.L.”, form the chief portions of this
concise work, and form quite a vade mecum in their way, very much of
which,—though not quite all,—will find general agreement amongst
sympathetic readers. The doctrine of reincarnation is strongly insisted
on, which is not surprising, as the Allen Kardec atmosphere is apparent
throughout, and the sitters were of the French School of Investigators.

A great deal of the information is extremely interesting, covering much
ground, and including dissertations on Occultism and Theosophy, Astro-
logy and Fatalism, Dreaming, Somnambulism, Psychometry, Clairvoyance,
Photographing Thought, etc., etc.

“ C.R.” gives a wise admonition—which cannot be too often repeated
on behalf of long-suffering mediums, heckled by ‘ test ” seckers. He
says :

“ Dans les expériences de coups frappés comme dans celles d’écriture,
ne prononcez jamais le mot preuve quand vous nous demandez quelque
chose—cela met toujours le médium principal dans une sorte de nervosisme
qui nous géne en donnant aux fluides une insouplesse et une indocilité.”

‘“ Direct writing,” we are told, should not be left exposed to the air—
it is on the principle of the undeveloped negative in photography, and if
so left, will soon be obliterated.

A most comprehensive and interesting Introduction by M. Gabriel
Delanne adds greatly to the value of the book, reiterating, as he does,
his firm conviction that those whom we have loved on edrth are still
around us, and that their loving tenderness will accompany us during
this ‘‘ notre exil terrestre.” Epita K. HARPER.

THE OMNIPOTENT SELF: A Study in Self-Deception and Self-Cure.
By Paul Bousfield, M.R.C.S., LR.C.P. 7} ins. X 4% ins., pp.
viii 4 171. London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., Ltd.,
Broadway House, Carter Lane, E.C.4. Price 5s. net.

Tue title of Mr. Bousfield’s work is ironic : the omnipotent self is that of
the infant, inhabiting a world in which it ““is the centre and ruler, in
which its every want is attended to without an effort on its part, save that
it may sometimes have to call attention to its wants by means of that
magical cry which it soon learns how and when to use, and which acts
in a truly magical manner in accomplishing the fulfilment of all its desires.”
It is this attitude of mind—this belief that the rest of the world subsists
only to minister to one’s desires, and that these can be obtained without
effort on one’s part—carried over into adult life, which constitutes what
psycho-analysts term ‘‘ Narcissism.” This is the main topic of Mr.
Bousfield’s book, in which he relentlessly exposes the foibles of human
nature, in a manner which should have a salutary effect. At the same
time the picture he draws of the normal person—*‘ normal ”’ being defined
as ““ performing the proper functions”—seems to be extravagant and
one-sided. Some of his more exaggerated statements are modified in
the concluding chapter, but it would have been better had they nc.>t been
made. Narcissism, we are told, leads to fantasy-thinking, in which the
desires are satisfied by means of imaginative creations, as opposed to
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directive thinking which manifests in actions producing a real change in
the environment. Novel-reading and the drama are both stigmatized as
forms of fantasy-thinking, and, of course, the play of children falls into the
same category. ‘‘ How many adults,”’ asks Mr. Bousfield, ‘“ could [in the
manner possible to a child] take a bath-tub into their dining-room, sit in
it, and with the aid of a vivid imagination thoroughly enjoy a pleasant
sail at sea ? ” This, for Mr. Bousfield, marks the superiority of the adult
over the child ; but one feelsinclined to suggest that if such a feat were
possible to adults they might be all the happier for it. Moreover, in
dealing with impatience and bad temper as forms of Narcissism, Mr.:Bous-
field seems to forget that there is no absolute line of cleavage between the
world of the child and that of the man. Holding up for criticism a man
who becomes impatient because he is not served immediately at a restaur-
ant, he writes, ‘‘ he merely shows he wishes for an immediate meal, that
his sense of perfection is thoroughly disturbed, and his unconscious idea
is that if he be sufficiently impatient, what he wants will come to him
immediately, just as it did in childhood.”” The fact of the matter, as
everybody knows, is that the impatient man, who knows how effectively
to express his impatience, is frequently more rapidly attended to than the
patient man. There are times when bad temper achieves its owner’s
ends in the adult world as effectively as it did in the world of childhood.
On the whole it would seem that the truly normal person—keeping to
Mr. Bousfield’s definition of the term ‘‘ normal *’—lies somewhere midway
between the extreme narcissist and the cold-blooded, unimpassioned
and almost inhuman being that Mr. Bousfield holds up for our admiration.
H. S. REDGROVE.

VAISHNAVA Lyrics. Done into English Verse by Surendranath
Kumar, Nandalal Datta, and John Alexander Chapman. Pub-
lished by the Oxford University Press. Price 5s. 64. net.

Tars would be a charming volume, as it is unpedantic and impulsive, but
for one besetting sin. Not one of the translators seems to be able to
use the English language with ease and fluency. Mr. Chapman tells
us that the renderings were Englished by his two Indian colleagues and
put into verse by himself. Yet he did not pause to polish the phrases
ere turning them into rhyme, and even his introduction is couched in most
curious terms, as witness his declaration : ““I have seen enough of the
Radhas of my own day to know intimately what Krishna’s Radha was
like. Not only to look at: I know inside her.” One wonders that no
intelligent reader at the Oxford University Press underlined such unhappy
statements. Take the heart-cry in Lyric XVII :

“ For all my pumping of the nectar-sea
Nothing but bitter venom comes to me.”

I assume that the reference is to the ’mythological churning of the
legendary ocean of milk by the gods of Hindustan, when the dread Ser-
pent emitted the poison Halahal which would have destroyed the world
had not the god Siva bravely swallowed it. Surely churning ** would
have been more apposite and melodious than pumping "’ ?

Yet the volume is valuable to the student who can sense the poetry of
the context. It consists of some delightful Vaishnava poems of the epic
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loves of Krishna and Radha—that Oriental Virgil, all addenda to the
literature whereof should be treasured by the conscientious scholar.
REGINA Mirtam BrocH.

THE GREAT PYRAMID OF GHIZEH : ITS SYMBOLISM AND PURPORT. By
Francis W. Chapman. 8%ins. X 5ins., pp. 156. Newcastle-upon-
Tyne: Fenwick & Wade, 1923.

OxvLy a small part of this book deals directly with the Great Pyramid : in
that part is detailed an interesting theory. It is well known that the
Pyramid in its present state has been denuded of a covering of what
probably was sandstone, but of which very little trace now remains. Mr.
Chapman considers that this outer covering was inscribed with a ‘“ bold
ancient deep-cut character on every side,” in the form of a golden
“illumed ” circle. On the eastern face of the Pyramid this circle con-
tained a point, symbolizing the Sun, Horus, ¢ more fraternally called Sol.”’
The southern side bore only the circle, representing Ra, ‘ but its common
name was O.” On the western side the circle held a horizontal zigzag,
symbolizing the spirit, but standing for the letter M. The northern symbol
in the circle was a plain cross, meaning the junction of the divine with the
temporal, and represented by L. The whole in connected order read,
according to Mr. Chapman, ‘‘ Solomon(el), meaning ‘ All Wise.”” The
idea is attractive, but has no foundation in fact, and is rather fantastically
developed. THEODORE BESTERMAN.

HyPNOTISM AND SUGGESTION. By Louis Satow. Translated by
Bernard Miall. 8% ins. X 5% ins.,, pp. 240. London: George
Allen & Unwin, Ltd., Ruskin House, 40 Museum Street, W.C.1.
Price 10s. 6d. net.

Lours Satow is, perhaps, neither a very original nor a very profound
thinker ; but he has written an interesting and, in some respects, instruc-
tive book, and our thanks are due to Dr. Miall for this translation. The
last two chapters of the book, dealing with suggestion in the realm of
politics and its baneful influence in maintaining a belief in the value of
monarchism, militarism and war can, indeed, be unreservedly commended
as excellent ; and there is much also that is excellent in the chapter deal-
ing with psychical epidemics in the religious life. But Satow makes the
not uncommon mistake of running a theory to death, and endeavours
to make suggestion explain far more than that of which it is capable.
Undoubtedly suggestion is an important—perhaps the most important
—factor in hypnotism ; but to repeat the word ‘‘ suggestion ’’ is hardly
to give an adequate explanation of all the remarkable phenomena of
hypnotism. The theory of suggestion, for example, leaves quite unex-
plained why the sleep of hypnosis is different from ordinary sleep. More-
over, it seems to me that Louis Satow’s analysis of psychic phenomena
suffers from the defect of superficiality. The phenomenon of stigmatiza-
tion, for example, is no doubt produced by means of suggestion. But
to say this is by no means to explain the phenomenon : we still need to
inquire exactly by what mechanism suggestion achieves this remarkable
end. Nor can Louis Satow be congratulated on his attempt to abolish
the soul : however much argument is indulged in concerning the nature
K
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of consciousness, the fact remains that we know everything that we do
know in terms of consciousness and nothing otherwise. Nevertheless,
in spite of the defects of his book, Louis Satow has done good service in
pointing out how easily mankind is led astray through the force of mass-
suggestion, and in emphasizing the need for each one of us to be on his
guard against its influence and to learn to think and to act for himself.
“ Whoso thinks,” wrote Multatuli, ‘“ gains the victory. But thinking
has to be learned.” H. S. REDGROVE.

AD MAGNAM AMICITIAM. Anonymous. Published by Jonathan Cape.
Price 2s. 6d.

Tais little volume forms a welcome addition to the dainty Life and Colour
Series, in which distinctive contributions by W. H. Davies and Teresa
Hooley have already appeared.

Though they have not yet the flame of a soul fully awakened, these
new anonymous verses bear the ensign of one searching for expression
and the Higher Jerusalem of the unresting spirit. ‘‘ The Sanctuary,”
“The Soul’s Vigil” and “ L'Union Mystique” are all the outcome of
this crying need of a craving idealism. ‘‘ The Quest” is dignified and
appealing and cast in the same cadence :—

““In days of old the knights of mail
Went forth to seek the Holy Grail.
I too in these degenerate days,
Through the dark city’s noisome ways,
Through haunted wood and quaking mire
Have followed that elusive fire.”

ReciNA Miriam BrocH.

Love AND DEATH. Notes on the Life beyond the Grave. By the
Rev. Donald Hole, with Preface by Sir William Barrett, F.R.S.
ITI pp. Size 7 X 4. The Faith Press, 2z Buckingham Street,
London, W.C.2. Price 2s. 6d.

THE author of this attractive little book has himself passed through the
trial of separation from a deeply loved one, and his thoughts may well
bring hope and comfort to other mourners who ask in bewilderment :
What is death ?  What has left this body now so cold and still ? Where
is the person we loved, and who loved us, a moment ago ?

He examines the answers given by those who profess to know about
the hereafter—through spiritualism, psychology, philosophy, and the
Church. Sir William Barrett in his weighty Preface truly says it is
inexplicable why almost all religious teachers have so long held aloof from
psychical research. Father Hole, in his examination into the reply given
by spiritualism as to life after death, considers that the messages received
prove the continued existence of those we call dead—their interest in,
and love for, those still on earth. But he suggests that just as we nolonger
believe that those who die at once pass to a state of complete bliss, so
possibly the dead do not at once gain full knowledge, hence their inability
to tell us much of the after state.

Father Hole next contrasts the teaching of the Church with that of
spiritualism, and here he shows himself to be an orthodox believer, accept-



REVIEWS 125

ing the Biblical and Church teaching fully, though he is very open-minded.
Philosophical systems, he contends, teach that death is a transition, a
progress, but the message of Christianity is that it is an enemy from which
man must be delivered by some external power, not from within. He
then points out how the earliest prayers for the dead are found in the
inscriptions in the Catacombs—these at first are triumphant, but soon
a minor key creeps in, an admission of defeat. (Doesnot this suggest that
gradually people got farther from Christ’s teaching ?) He then draws a
distinction between those he calls Holy Saints and those he calls Holy
Souls : the former are in Paradise, the latter in Purgatory, where undoubt-
edly progress, purification is possible. He suggests that ‘“ hell ” is the
state of the disembodied, that judgment is a continual process, not one
special time or event,and his conclusion is that the departed are always
with us and that it is our own failure to reach out to them that cuts us
off—if there is Love they never lose touch with us, we can pray for each
other and they grow nearer, not farther from us. So he ends on a note
of hope and courage, and this clearly written expression of his faith may
help to carry conviction and hope to other sorrowing souls.
R. M. B.

Love BEvonND THE VEIL. An Echo of the Great War. London:
Messrs. Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co., Ltd. Price 3s. 64.

Ix the Foreword of this interesting love-story, we are told that the story
of the communications received is a true one,—much of the material,
agreeably set forth, certainly seems to bear the stamp of unvarnished
truth.

The book is well worth reading from the ordinary reader’s point of
view, for here the author has given us a very beautiful story of the pathos,
and withal great tenderness, of a love that blossomed and bore fruition in
spite of an almost insurmountable difficulty that, during the lifetime of
both lovers, stood always in the way.

A moving story of the ultimate triumph of Purity in earthly love; as
such it will be welcomed by all those who tempted, and having conquered,
have sometimes found the way of Righteousness hard to travel when
human passions assail the heart. Moreover, there is food of interest for
the middle-aged, as well as for the young; in this rare book, much of
Romance remains still with the happy lovers, reunited thus strangely
long after the flush of youth is safely passed, though now a deeper and
much fuller understanding of the inner meaning of all true love takes the
place of the more ardent devotion that once existed in the years before
the supreme tragedy of the Great War.

The story is poignantly pathetic from beginning to end, yet, everywhere
throughout the various communications, Hope is whispering her message
of Love Eternal and abiding, for them both, while in the case of the one
still living on her rather lonely life in London, the joy of perfecting and
refining, what had been only partly selfish and imperfect love, is of para-
mount interest to her growing soul.

All the sadness of their separated past seems slipping away from her,
and is soon almost forgotten; her spirit, after long years of drooping, is
becoming vivified and altogether renewed.

There is much more food for thought in this book than may at first
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appear ; even the casual reader of the occult will be curiously impressed,
whatever may have been his opinion, or theory evolved, at the opening
of the story.

A word of praise is due to the publishers also, for this is a book delightful
to handle as well as most pleasing to read.

CuristiE T. YouNG.

THE MyYSTICAL THEOLOGY OF DIONYSIUS THE AREOPAGITE ; with
Elucidatory Commentary by the Editors of The Shrine of Wisdom,
London: The Shrine of Wisdom, Lincoln House, Acacia Road,
Acton, W.3. 8% ins. X 5% ins., pp. 13. Price 1s. 3d., post
free.

As the editors point out, whoever the author of the works of Dionysius the
Areopagite was—and it is certain that he was not St. Paul’s Athenian
convert—they have exercised a profound influence on Western mysticism,
and are of importance not only because of this historical fact, but also
because of their intrinsic merit. The tiny tract on mystical theology,
Mr. Waite in his recent Lamps of Westevn Mysticism calls ‘ the Dionysian
pearl of great price,” and he suggests that its doctrine concerning the
achievement of divine union by the Via Negativa constitutes the esoteric
side of the teachings of its author. This new and convenient translation
of the work is, therefore, very welcome; and a word of praise should be
added as concerns the Commentary. The definition of God by negation
is in reality only negative in form, since to deny to him all those attri-
butes which seem positive to finite minds is to ascribe to him a trans-
cendental positiveness; or, as the editors put it, “ that the Negative
Path is not really negative in essence is demonstrated by the fact that
the negation of negation is equivalent to an affirmation; and so the
negation of non-being is consequently a positing of being.”

Mr. David Lewis’s translation of the poem on ‘“ The Superessential
Radiance of the Divine Darkness,”’ by St. John of the Cross, and a number
of quotations from Christian mystics who have been influenced by the
Dionysian writings, such as Albertus Magnus, Eckehart, Tauler, Ruys-
broeck and others, are included in the volume, and add to its attractiveness.

H. S. REDGROVE.

SEEING L1FE! AND OTHER STORIES. By Marjorie Bowen. London :
Hurst & Blackett, Ltd. Pp. 285. Price 7s. 64. net.

MarjoriE BowEN is clever enough to perceive that a good short story is
an anecdote raised to a higher power, and that it succeeds or fails according
as it has or has not a point at which to surprise those who read it for the
first time. Among the twenty stories in this volume is one (‘“ He Made
a Woman: ) which every pro-occultist will like, and which even people
who attribute wonder to folly and the wonderful to indigestion will admire
for its artistic quality. The occult subjects illustrated by her anecdotal
skill include somnambulism, clairvoyance, reincarnation, and the pro-
jection of a man’s double. I permit myself a plaintive protest at the
rosebuds which, in the story called ““ Decay, ”’ “‘ stank to Heaven,” to
symbolize the abandonment to sensuality of a poet and his rich wife.

The collection contains a tale which won a prize of f100 in “ Eve.”
It depicts pathetically the stages from the height of a faithful servant’s

0
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hope to the deep disappointment which she nobly accepts. In a story
where ‘“ the princely Chandos " figures as ‘‘ the proud Pomfret,” the first
symptom of a return of a memory of a past life is admirably invented.
Satirical touches abound in the volume : Marjorie Bowen’s sense of humour
is formidable enough to protect her in most purely literary emergencies.
W. H. CHESSON.

Sours out oF Ecypr. By Jill Penbrooke. London: Arthur H.
Stockwell. Price 6s. net.

THais is a story with modern Egypt for background. A rich and fashion-
able widow stays at Cairo with her ward. Nenna, the ward, is a young
lady with a past. Her past is very old indeed, ranging back to the days
when she incarnated in the Egypt of the Ptolemies.

Nenna keeps a tame panther, preferring it to the generally more
fashionable pekingese. While in Egypt she meets a “ mystery man,”
Mr. Quevara, a half-caste, who practises hypnotism according to the fakir
method. This method (into the details of which we are not initiated)
appears to be very potent indeed. It enables Mr. Quevara to put the
panther to sleep with half a dozen hypnotic passes and to compel Nenna
to get up suddenly, put on her hat and cloak, and accompany him on a
camel expedition across the desert. To disclose what then happens would
be to spoil the story for prospective readers.

Needless to say, Mr. Quevara is a very bad man indeed—in melodrama
he would be described as a blackguard—and he associates with people
who are not at all nice.

In the end everything comes right. Nenna is saved from the villain’s
clutches by a nice English boy who talks the proper slang of smart society
—quite an old bean, in fact. The descriptive passages are nicely done,
but the author would do well to take greater pains with her style. She
should not write ‘“ and beside him hunted the Gods of the Dead, in unseen
silence,” when she means ‘‘ beside him hunted the unseen Gods of the
Dead, in silence.” R. B. INCE.

XXXTI HyMNs TO THE STAR GODDESs. By XIII: which is Achad.
Chicago : C. Stansfeld Jones, P.O. Box 141. Price 3 dollars 50
cents. London : J. G. Bayley, 374 Tressillian Road, London, S.E.

OncE I knew an ancient serpent. He delighted to bask in the Sunshine which
penetrated through a tiny hole in the roof of the cave.

He was old and very wise.

He said : “ Upon me is concentrated the Light of the whole Universe.”

But a little brown beetle, who had long lived in the cave with him, looked up,
and spreading his wings passed out through the hole in the roof—into the Infinite
Beyond.

Thus forsaking wisdom, would I come to Thee, Beloved Lady of the Starry
Heavens. (Hymn VI.)

There is a hole in the roof of Thought. And he who can pass through
this hole will find the Life that is beyond thought and therefore beyond
what he has hitherto regarded as himself. In this way, a man may come
to Himself, unless he becomes Another, as may very well happen if he
renounces Thought before mastering it. The manner in which this may
be accomplished is the theme of Frater Achad’s Hymns to the Star Goddess,
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and though his music proceeds from a borrowed lyre, the notes are vibrant
with his own endeavour and the images are skilfully transposed.
MEREDITH STARR.

My CoMMONPLACE Book. By J. T. Hackett. London: Macmillan
& Co., Ltd., St. Martin’s Street. Price 12s. 64. net; in leather
binding, 16s. net.

THE fact that the present book is now in its fourth edition, new and en-
larged, and has several columns of most appreciative and widely repre-
sentative press notices to its credit, has left the present reviewer with
little else than the pleasure of endorsing them.

Mr. Hackett tells us in his Preface that he brought out his *“ Common-
place Book "’ against the most authoritative prophecies that it would be
““an absolute failure. . . .”” All honour, however, to the keen discern-
ment of Sir Langdon Bonythorn, who strenuously urged its publication,
and to Professor A. H. Sayce, the famous orientalist and archaeologist,
whose commendation was no less emphatic.

That the book is dedicated to the author’s ‘‘ dear friend, Richard
Hodgson,” who had much to do with its compilation, will be of especial
interest to all admirers of that fearless and ardent believer in facts
psychical and transcendental.

The quotations, prose and verse, cover innumerable subjects, grouped
under no stereotyped headings, but coming one after another like flowers
of spring in an Old English garden. They range from Homer and Sophocles
to Rudyard Kipling and Richard le Gallienne, gathering so copiously
between these that every reader must find something which touches a
chord of memory or lays before his mental vision something new.

Here are some lines by Betty Bray, a child of thirteen, who has been
writing since she was seven, ‘‘fresh, spontaneous verses,” says Mr.
Hackett, which bring us ‘ the message that we may still hope for the
revival of English poetry.”” They are entitled, ‘“ Beneath my Window *’ :

‘“ Beneath my window, roses red and white
Nod like a host of flitting butterflies ;
But, faded by the day, one ev’ry night
Shakes its soft petals to the ground, and dies.
And that is why I see, when night doth pass,
Tears in her sisters’ eyes, and on the grass.”

Mr. Hackett’s own Notes and Annotations form a running accompani-
ment to the book, and are as stimulating as they are fascinating in their
intellectual grasp and depth. But he is a breaker of idols ! and I confess
to a certain sympathy with Sir John Cockburn in his *“ disapproval ** of
some of the author’s Notes on the Ancient Greeks.

Deeply interesting, however, is the author’s luminous dissertation on
‘‘ the Superconscious ”* (pp. 170-82), following a quotation from F. W. H.
Myers on ‘‘ Multiplex Personality.” Mr. Hackett’s substitution of the
term ‘‘ Superconscious ’’ for the wholly inadequate and overworked
‘“ Unconscious,”’ is justified by his elaboration of this absorbing theme.

Reluctantly I close my review, feeling I have conveyed all too little
of the charm of a book which it is an increasing joy to possess, not as a
mere acquaintance, but as a constant friend.

- Epite K. HARPER.



WHITE BIrRDS. By Frances E. Pearce. London: Arthur Stockwell,
29 Ludgate Hill, E.C.4. Price 1s.

WHILE it is evident that the writer of these verses has not had much
experience, there is promise of greater ability in the future. The contents
of White Birds are extremely unequal and many otherwise good lines
are spoilt by an unexpected break in the rhythm which jars the reader,
Perhaps the most successful poem is ‘“ Pilgrim’s Progress >’ :—

“ Adown the darkening vale I go,
I shall not see nor understand,
I shall not find your guiding hand,
But stumble where dark waters flow.

“ A mountain path of light you tread,
You will not see nor understand,
You will not feel my caressing hand

In benediction on your head.

*“The way for you shall not be long,
And I shall weary be and late,
But we shall meet at Evensong

Beyond the River, by the Gate.”

MEREDITH STARR.

THE CHURCH AND DARWINISM. By John Leslie. # ins. X 5 ins., pp.
ii 4 28. Aberdeen: W. Jolly & Sons, Ltd., 38 Bridge Street.
Price (paper covers) 6d.

MRr. LesLIE represents a school of thought that is now, happily, obsolete.
He believes that, whereas in the book of Genesis “ we have . . . a very
definite and intensely scientific record of the origin of man, . . . the chief
characteristics of Darwinism are its lack of coherence and lack of logical
sequence.” Darwinism, he wriles, ‘““is charged with wild assumption,
wild assertion, and even wilder contradiction. Of all false doctrines

SIX NEW VOLUMES l
STRAY THOUGHTS. N. HotBLAck. A very fine selection of Verse. Daintily produced. 3s. net.
SILENIEE IAND OTHER VERSES. LuciLLe Bruce. Attractive and original Poems. Brochure and
gold. 1s. net.
THE MYSTERY OF LIFE. PauL AtiM. A very fine and original Poem. Brochure and gold. Is. 6d.
net.
EASTERN DREAMS. GweNDoLINE GoobwiN. Excellent Verse. Cloth and gold. 2s. 6d. net.

ALBENA : QUEEN OF BABYLON. Epwarp MEaps. A Dramatic Tragedy illustrative of the state
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human race have happily been redeemed. Cloth with gold lettering. 3s. net.
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1s. net.
AUTHORS are invited to submit’ Nevels, Stories, Poems, Tales for
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Stockwell, who will immediately advise (whether for separate publication or sale
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which have been sprung upon the world from time to time Darwinism is
the most false, the most absurd, the most unscientific, and the most
pernicious, and yet this is the doctrine which is now being preached in the
Hall of the Aberdeen United Free Church College, and though diametrically
opposed to the teaching of the Bible it is being received, nevertheless, by
the professors and students with Simian simplicity, and Simian com-
placency.”

That the teachings of Darwin are not the last word in biology must,
of course, be admitted. They have suffered modification, and no doubt
will continue to do so as research continues. But Mr. Leslie’s pamphlet
gives no indication that he has any real understanding of the evidence for
the Darwinian theory or of the difficulties that confront it. The quotation
I have given is typical : Mr. Leslie has yet to realize that criticism does
not consist in abuse and the repetition of adjectives. Science is superior
to—and, incidentally, more arduous than—the mere logic-chopping and
playing with words in which Mr. Leslie delights to indulge, a pastime
which, if it has any influence upon his readers at all, can only be that of
bringing the high poetry of the Biblical legends into disrepute.

H. S. REDGROVE.

THE OrDEST LETTERS IN THE WORLD TELL Us—WHAT? By Mrs.
Sydney Bristowe. London: George Allen & Unwin, Ltd.
Pp. 96 and a frontispiece. Price 5s. net.

Ir the proverb ‘‘ Straws show which way the wind blows > were invari-
ably applicable we might form a poor opinion of the qualifications for
erudite controversy of a lady who consistently goes wrong in the spelling
of our useful if not impeccable friend the Encyclopzdia Britannica. When

FOYLES FOR BOOKS.

1,000,000 Volumes (Second~hand and New) in Stock on every Conceivable Subject.
Special Department for Books on Masonry, Occultism, Mysticism and allied subjects.
Books on Approval. Occult Catalogues free ; mention definite requirements if possible.
Other Catalogues (free) sent if wants or interests are mentioned. Books Purchased.
Two of our offers :—
DREAMS AND VISIONS OF THE WAR. By Rosa Stuarr.
A striking statement of facts. “‘ This little book makes a valuable addition to the evidence
which is accumulating—and accumulating rapidly—to prove that up to now the majonty
of us have been only half alive, that within ourselves we possess latent powers which are
almost inconceivable.” (Extract from Preface.) Our Price, 1s. post free.
HOW TO BECOME A CONVINCING SPEAKER.
The man who can speak may command success. An art readily mastered with the aid of
this practical treatise. New edition. 1s. 6d. post free.

(Mention Offer 30), 121 CHARING CROSS ROAD, LONDON.

MADAME BURLEY. CLAIRVOYANTE &PALMIST
3 (Late of White City Exhibition.)
Delineations by poston receiptof stamped addressed envelope, also postal order for
2/6. State date of birth, sex, age, whether married or single, any day will do for
this. Afternoon parties attended any day but Tuesday, when she receives from
1.30 until 8, 5/-.

Address: MADAME BURLEY, c/o Sidney Wood, Esq., 128 Queen’s Road,
Bayswater, London, W.2.

wew ¢ ELEN THE GREEK?”

for help, comfort, advice. Glove, Birth date, Sex. Fees from Half-a-Guinea,
Address—c /o THE OccuLT REVIEW.




however we examine her work it is apparent that she possesses considerable
controversial ability, and that her theory that Amenhotep or Amenophis
IV was of the same faith as Moses and not simply a monotheistic wor-
shipper of the sun is at least not easily dismissed. The base of her study
is those Tell el Amarna tablets discovered in 1888-which ‘contain letters
to Pharaohs of the XVIIIth Dynasty. She hopes to show that Professor
Sayce’s Hittite empire was an Aramean empire, ruled over by Dusratta
of Mitanni, and that Subbliuliuma (presumed to have been the name
of a Hittite king) was a pseudonym of Dusratta. The book would gain
considerably if the documentary evidence were arranged with a keener
instinct for parade ; but it deserves the attention of all who are interested
in priestly or other frauds practised on historians.
W. H. CHESSON.

THE Positively the only book of its kiqd in the world. A system whereby nearly

any ailment can be cured by breathing, not deep breathing, but the practice of

The Twelve Breaths, also the Earthy, Airy, Watery, and Fiery Breaths. A splendid
MYSTERY auxiliary to any system of mental or physical culture; memory, concentration,
will, personal magnetism being enhanced by it. A reader writes : *‘ Truly mag-

UF nificent : [ value it highly.” Angther: “‘It is wonderful what it did for a patient

suffering from spinal curvature.” New and revised edition. Send 2/8 to-day.
Opver sixty pocket courses. Established 1903.

BRE ATH_ THE TALISMAN PUBLISHING CO., Dept. Z, HARROGATE.
The OCCULT BOOKSHORP, Zhcltontoo theion
Postal Lending Library

Sells and also lends by Post both new books and rare books, some now out of
print. List on application.
Subscription, B /= for Three Months. Hire per Volume, 6d. a week.
Librarians = - = MABEL COLLINS = - - C. M. METCALFE.-

ASTROLOGY IN ALL ITS BRANCHES.

THE ASTROLOGICAL LODGE

meets every Monday during session at the Hall, 6 Queen Square, W.C. (near
Southampton Row).

6.0 p.m. Free Public Class.
7.0 p.m. Public Lecture.
8.20 p.m. Advanced Members’ Class.

Syllabus on application to the President, 10 Woodborough Road, S.W.15.

All are invited to attend, and all students are invited to join us in order to
maintain "a strong body of sane astrological thought. Send 6d. for specimen
copy of Uranus, the Lodge Monthly Journal. Of interest to all astrologers.

EDITOR, ‘‘Holmwood,” Waldegrave Road, Teddington, Middlesex,

INTERNATIONAL NEW THOUGHT FELLOWSHIP HOME

* CRANEMOOR."” 13 acres. Highcliffe-on-Sea. Proprietor: W. G. Hooper, F.R.A.S.,
Field Lecturer. Lectures on Physical Regeneration, Mysticism, Occultism and
Spiritual Illumination. Terms from £3 per week.

dvi ““Life’s Practical Possibilities*
ESME SWAINSON advises on e’s ractxcﬁor:::;ple ?376.

as shown by the Stars.

SEND BIRTH DATE, PLACE, TIME AND SEX.
Address :—‘ Echo YVilla,”” London Road, BATH.

THIE WVOICE OF THE BEILOWYIED.

By ARTHUR BURGESS. Price Two Shillings and Sixpence.
The Times: “Mystical rhapsodies on love and service inspired by two of the ‘world’s greatest
servers,” ”’ LONDON : SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, HAMILTON, KENT & CO., Ltd.



THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN MYSTICS

A world-wide non-sectarian spiritual movement for the pro-
mulgation of a Cosmic and all-inclusive spiritual philosophy which
gives a satisfactory and scientific explanation of every phase
and condition of life here and hereafter.
Monthly lessons and personal private correspondence on psychological problems

and experiences on the free~-will offering plan. Send for free pamphlet and book
catalogue.

F. HOMER CURTIS, B.S., M.D., Secretary,

1644 Monterey Boulevard, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

THE THEOSOPHIST e sesad, o.L.

An international magazine of Brotherhood, Oriental
Philosophy, Art, Literature and Occultism. The official
organ of the President of the Theosophical Society.

9% X 6% inches. Pages 136. Tllustrated.

A special attempt is now being made to relate the advances of modern science
to the results of clairvoyant investigations.

Annual Subscription : 15s. or $3.75 post free.

THE THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE,
9 St. Martin's Street, London, W.C.2 ; 826 Oakdale Avenue, Chicago, Il ;
and Adyar, Madras, India.

" MRS. M. LLOYD,

PSYCHIC.

Articles and Letters psychometrized. Horoscopes Cast. Recommended as
conscientious and reliable.

Address—24 Woodchurch Road, Stoneycroft, Liverpool.

€6 What’s in a Name ® 2> Send yours in full—with pet name if any—
also date, day, month and year, and P.O.
2s. 6d., for calculations revealing character, talent, etc., to:—

Madam Wirdo, c/o Occult Rewiew,

Regulus, Astrologer. R m e e o/,

Time, Date, Place of Birth and Sex required. If married, date of same
for correction purposes. 93 Cowgate Street, Norwich.

CH AR ACTER DELINE ATION from photo, handwriting, birth, date, or

full name, 2/6 P.O. and Stamp. Horo~
scopes 10/~ and 1 guinea P.O., with hour (if possible), day, month, year, place of birth and sex,

SCOTCH ASTROLOGER—c/o OCCULT REVIEW.

FIGUREOLO G Your character and talents from your number.
o Not Astrology. State birthday, month, year,
sex, 3s. 6d. Part given to Red Cross funds.

Spiritus, ¢/o “OccuLtr REVIEW,” 8 Paternoster Row, E.C.4.

from Evil Spirits, Undesired Occult
SUFFERERS Phenomenaandother Psychic Disabilities,
who sincerely desire help, should write for appointment to Mr. JENNINGS
Waite, M.A., 9 Devonport Street, Lancaster Gate, W.2.




Talismanic Jewellery

Charms, Keepsakes and Birthday
Talismans, based on Occult and
Astrological conditions preseribed by
the Ancients, made up as Pendants,
Brooches, Rings, Pins, Bracelets, ete. z
Designs and estimates sent on receipt\&
of particulars of requirements. If
desired, customers’ own Gems used,
or own ideas carried out.

W. T. PAVITT, 17 Hanarer Square, London, W.
THE BROTHERHOCOD OF LIGHT

An altruistic association devoting its energies to human uplift, teaching all branches of occult science.

Course L. 7 lessons on The Laws of Mediumship. Explains all psychic and occult phenomena,
Course II. 9 lessons on Astrological Signatures. Gives the origin and destiny of the soul
Course III. 5 lessons on Spiritual Alchemy : the underlying philosophy of Yoga.

Course IV. 13 lessons on Ancient Masonry: the hhermetic teachings of the Rosicrucians.

Course V. 12 lessons on Esoteric Psychology 1 how to use thought for realization.

Course VI. 13 lessons on Tarot and Kabbala. The ancient Secret Doctrine.

Course VII. 13 lessons on Spiritual Astrology, or the Religion of the Stars.

Course VIII. 7 lessons on Horary Astrology. How to cast and read a horoscope.

Course IX. 7 lessons on Mental Alchemy. Gives instructions for healing by thought.

Course X. 16 lessons on Natal Astrology and the hermetic system of directing.

Each lesson contains about 6,400 words of reliable condensed information. Members are furnished
with questions on each lesson, free—and, passing examinations, are given valuable private MSS. Each
lesson post paid (1s. 1d.). Interestmg prmpectus free on receipt of 2d.stamp for postage. U.S.4.:
Box 1525, Los Angeles, Cal. Great Britain: W. P. Swainson, c/o W. R. Thwaites, 8 High Street
S. Norwood, London, S.E.z5.

Madame Clara IrWln, Clairvoyant and Trance

(second-sight inherited).
Hours 12 to 6. Séance, Sunday, 7 p.m., 2s.
Psychometry by post. Fee, 5s.

“You have given me the best reading I have seen.” “You have predicted many events that
have come to pass.” “You are marvellously correct.”

ADVICE BY LETTER OR APPOINTMENT.

15 SANDMERE RD., CLAPHAM, LONDORN, S.W.4

A Private Collector iz disposing of his Valuable Library

BGOKS of Ocoult Books (upwards of 10,000 volumes), on
account of failing health,
Catalogues fres on application. Prices moderate.

“AUTHOR,” 14 Marlborough Rd., Gunnersbury, London, W.4.

A VISIT TO BRIGHTON ' comPinent Phronoigists a call
Professor and Mrs.Jd. MILLOTT SEVERIN,
68 West Street and West Pler. Dally. —_ 25 Years' Practical Experience.

“No medium in London who is so trustworthy and so accurate.”’—W. T. STEAD.

Mr. J. J. VANGO (Est. 1882), Normal and Trance Spmtual Medium. Séances for In-

vestigators—Mondays, 8, 2/«; Thursdays at 3, 2/6. daily by ment.—56 Talbot Road,

Richmond Road, Westbourne Grove, W.2. Buses7 3| 46, 28, Nearest station, Westbourne Park (Met.).

M AD AME LIB gives clairvoyant readings. Appoint-
ments by letter only. Send stamped

addressed envelope. 7 Earl’s Court Gardens, S.W.5 (opposite station).



“ SPEAKING ACROSS THE BORDER-LINE.”

8th Edition. Paper Cover 2/=, Art Linen 3/=. Also

“ FURTHER IVIESSAGES ACR0SS THE BORDER-LINE.”
. HESLOP. Paper Covers 3/9, Art Linen 5/6. Postace ExTrA.

London: CHARLES TAYLOR, Brooke House, Warwick Lane, E.C. And from all important Booksellers.

HEAVEN AND HELL

An Account of Things Heard and Seen There.
By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG.

SWEDENBORG makes a reasonable claim to have been admitted into the
spiritual world while his ph)sxcal body remained alive and active in this world,
and has recorded his experiences in a way that is convincing. This book of 500
pages is printed in large type on good paper, is substantially bound, and the
selling price is 2/3. A special offer of the book at 1/6 post free is made to
readers mentioning ¢ Occult Review” on application to

The Secretary,

SWEDENBORG SOCIETY, 1 BLOOMSBURY STREET, W.C.1.

Removal of MISS N. McCALLUM, of Gourock, to
Auchudulvorie, 69 Eldon Street, Greenock, N.B.

Second Sight inherited from Highland Forefathers.
Call or write; send small article with age and birth date.
Fee from 5/~ (P.0.) with stamped envelope.

Unigue New Year Gift

HOROSCOPE and ORIGINAL ASTRO-
LOGICAL MONOGRAM
DESIGNS FOR BOOK PLATES, ETC.
IMMEDIATE APPLICATION ESSENTIAL IF DESIRED EARLY.
SPECIAL TERMS FOR FEBRUARY ONLY.

Note Change of Address: LEO FRENCH, c/o Mrs. Mitchell, Stonehill
Nursery; Headley Down, Bordon, Hants.

BOOKS, 100,000in Stock. Please state Wants. BOOK BARGAINS —Lives of the Alchemys~
tical Philosopben. By A. E. Warre. 1888. 30s. ‘e of Paracelsus and his Teachings. By F. Hart-
MANN. 1896. 12s. 6d. Psychology of the Future. By Emiie Bomrac, N.D. 10s. 6d. The Kabbalah
Unveiled. ByS.L.MacGrecor MaTrers, 1887. £33s. Esoteric Buddhism. ByA.P.SiNnert. 12s.6d.
The Hidden Church of the Holy Graal. Its Legends and Symbolism. By A.E. Warrte. 1909, £22s. The
History of Magic. By ELipnas Levi. 1913, 3s.  Society for Psychical Research : Proceedings 1906-1918,
Journal 1907-20, Presidential Addresses, 1882~ |9]| 18 Vols.in all. £6 6s. Myers’ Human Personality. 2
Vols. 1915. £2 2s. Devil Worship in France. By A. E. Warre. ]896 35s. Book of Mystery and
Vision. By A, E. Warre. 1902. 15s. The Key of Solomon the King. By S. L. MACGREGOR MATHERS.
1889. £3 3s. Azoth or the Star in the East. By A.E. Warre. 1893. £2 23

Special catalogue of Occult and Masonic Books post free on application.

EDWARD BAKER'S Great Bookshop, 14 & 16 John Bright st., BIRMINGHAM.
RAYS FROM THE ROSE CROSS. AMONTHLYMAGAZINE OF MYSTIC LIGHT.

Masonry, Astrology and Healing. Those who desire knowledge and guidance along the Path of the West-
ern Wisdom Teachings will find this magazine -a constant aid. It carries such special departments as
Editorial Discussion of Current Events from the Rosicrucian standpoint; Questions and Answers on
Mystical Subjects; Astrological Readings; Occult Stories.
$2.00 per year. 10s. In England.
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES ON THE ROSICRUCIAN PHILOSOPHY AND ASTROLOGY
—open to the public on the freewill offering plan. Write for information.

THE ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP,"MT. ECCLESIA, BOX 28, OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A.

“How to Read Tea~Cups,” with illustrations of real cups and mean-
ings of Occult Symbols, 1/7. Mystic Fortune Telling Cards, Symbols
and Meanings on each card, 1/8. Clairvoyant Colour Cards and
Book of Fate, 1/3.

“SIGNA,” 12 Newton Street, Charing Cross, Glasgow.



S" J‘R AN I ASTROLOGICAL  STUDIES
OF THE CHARACTER AND

c/o “OCCULT REVIEW,” TEMPERAMENT, AND POS-
8 PATERNOSTER ROW, SIBILITIES OF LIFE GEN-
LONDON, E.C.4. ERALLY. 1, 2 & 3 guineas.

STATE: DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF BIRTH; MARRIED OR SINGLE.

PAGE and CO. ** Fritkroor,

Supply everything for the Character Reader.

Clairvoyante, Psychometrist. Interviews daily
Mrs' S' HELDER’ 2 to 8. Satt,lrdays excepted. Psychometry b)z
post (send birth date and stamp), from 2/6.
29 Fairbridge Road, Upper Holloway, near Highgate Tube, N.19.

The British College of Psychic Science,
59 HOLLAND PARK, LONDCN, W.1l.

Tel. : Park 4709. Honorary Principal, J. HEWAT McEKENZIE.
1924 Syllabus on application.

Best equipped Centre for the demonstration of Psychic Science
in Britain.

The College Quarterly: “PSYCHIC SCIENCE?”
11/= per annum. NEW NUMBER READY JANUARY lst. 2/9 post free.
Editor: Mr. BLIGH BOND, F.R.I.B.A.

CONTENTS :—Remarkable New Evidence in Psychic Photography (Illustrated)—The New

Oscar Wilde Script (Illustrated)—Book-tests as Evidence of Spirit Communication,
and other valuable and interesting articles.

20 unique

Lovers of Colour coroor miuses

(1) Colour in Solar Spectrum. (2) Colour-Blindness. (3) Colour Language. (4) Asthetics
in Colour. (5) Colour in Dress. (6) In the Home. (7) In Precious Stones. (8) Colour
Music. (9) Colour in Architecture. (10) In Astronomy. (11)In Heraldry. (12) In Botany.
Also Eight Colour Lessons in Natural History. No suchjTreatises can be obtained from any
other source than THE INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE,OF CHROMATICS, 3 Finsbury
Square, London, E.C.2. Write Dr. POOL, Principal,

Z ANONE MAGNETIC HEALING, PSYCHO-
ANALYSIS and advice on all subjects.

HOROSCOPES from 10/-. ADDRESS : c/o “OCCULT REVIEW ”

P.S. HERU-IK A, 8 KENSAL ROAD, LONDOY, V.10,
n ' B Nativities calculated and readings given on
health, marriage, financial prospects, etc. Any questions answered. Time, date, and
place of birth required. Maps from 10/6, Fees pre-payable. Genuineness guaranteed.

Clai te & Psychometrist,

MADAM SOPHIE CHURCHILI, Ceirvovante & Peyehomatrist,

Astro-Psychometry by post. Fee 5s. Stateage, birth date and send article worn.
Advice by appointment, 106 STATION ROAD, WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA.

Have it Read by Mr. Child. Consul-
YOUR HAN D. tations daily. Hours: 10 to 7. Fees moder-
ate, Interesting leafiet, “The Hand a Living
Horoscope,” sent on application.—Mr. C. W.

CHILD, 7 Great Quebec Street, Marylebone Road, London, W,x. (Close to G.C. and Baker St. Stns)




GOD’S WORLD

A Treatise on Spiritualism

Written from the transcript of shorthand notes taken down in the seance
room of the WM. T. STEAD Memorial Center. By Liloyd Kenyon Jones.

¢“There Is No Death—Life Is Eternal”

Guides and guidance—correlation of Spiritualism and the laws of compen=
sation, attraction and life.

Cloth Bound . . . Postpaid, $1.50
Write for Free Catalogs of Secret Society Rituals and Occultism
EZRA A.COOK, Publisher, Inc., 26 E. Van Buren 8t., Chicago, iii.

ROSICRUCIAN TEACHINGS

That Guide to Self-Mastery, Health, Power and Success

Are now available on the correspondence plan. These Lessons begin with the fundamentals of

occult science and give the student a complete course in the Rosicrucian, Hermetic and Mental

Systems, with clear instructions for self-development and unfoldment, and the exercise of

the Mental Powers towards success in any phase of life’s activities. Enrol and learn how
to attain success through your own inherent powers.

SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE BOOKLET AND APPLICATION BLANK

SOCIETAS ROSICRUCIANA IN AMERICA
P.0. BOX 420, CITY HALL STATION, NEW YORK, N.Y,, US.A.

“THE PORCHWAY,” 13 CRAVEN ROAD, W.2.
8 FREE PUBLIC LECTURES

On “MYSTERIES of NATURE and SCIENCE.”

FRIDAYS at 3.30 p.m. From Feb. ist to March 3ist.

Feb. 1. The Contribution of Theosophy to Modern Thought - Miss C. Woods.
» 8. Astrology and Medicine = =

»» 15, The Philosophy of Astrology - - - - - F. Thoresby.
I s 22. The Basis of Forms: Platonic Solids - - E. L. Gardner.
» 29. Death - - - - A. T. Barker,

Mar.7. The Subjective Sxde of Nature - W. D. S. Brown,
5 14. The Gods of Nature and of Science T. Bestérman,
s 21. The Theory of Relativity - - - - W R. C. Coode Adams.
Sociology Class—Miss Bothwell Gosse. Six Lectures on Races. Wednesdays 3.30 p.m. from
Feb. zoth to March 26th. Syllabus and full particulars from Secretary, The Porchway,
13 Craven Road, W.2.

JUST PUBLISHED.
The Thirty~six Zodiacal

NATAL ASTROLOGY B imins

Two booklets containing the signification of the twelve Zodiacal signs and analysmg the thirty-six
decanates. Examples of notable personages are given showing the effect of each decanate on their
character and life. 1/~ each, Post Free. To be obtained from—

W. P. SWAINSON, c/o W.R. THWAITES, 8 High Street, South Norwood, S.E.25,
or THE BROTHERHOOD OF LIGHT (Box 1525), Los Angeles, California, US.A.

RIDER’S COMPLETE CATALOGUE

of Books on New Thought, Occultism, and Psychical Research
will be sent post free on receipt of address.

WILLIAM RIDER & SON, Ltd., Cathedral House, Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4




THE HERALD OF THE STAR

The International Organ of the Order of the Star in the East.
A monthly survey of the idealistic movement of our times: Social,
Educational, Religious, Humanitarian, etc.
“The Herald of the Star ™ is conspicuous among contemporary periodicals
for its loftiness of tone and the largeness of its outlook.

Price 1/- (posted 1/2). Annual subscription 12/- (postage 1/6 extra).
U.S.A.—Single copies 25 cents. Annually 3 doliars 50 cents posted.
Specimen copy free on application.

Published at the office of the
HERALD OF THE STAR, 6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1

MERCU R Y isahighclass magazine devoted to Occultism,

Rosicrucianism, Hermeticism, and
RI 3 1)
OCCULY JOURNAL ESOTERIC MASONRY.

Every Freemason who desires to keep in touch with research into the esoteric side of Freemasonry
should have this publication on file. Every student of the occult will find it invaluable.
The editorials alone are worth the subscription price and have been reprinted for their employees by
many business houses.
$2.00 the Year in the United States. $2.50 Eisewhere. 50 cents the Copy.

MERCURY PUBLISHING COMPANY, P.0. Box 420, City Hall Station, New York, N.Y., U.S.A.

READER OF THE CARDS
State sex, colour of eyes and hair, age whether
married or single, and send a handkerchief which
has been worn.
FEE, 5s. Postal orders only accepted.
Address—c/o The OCCULT REVIEW, 8 Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4.

S|x CLAIRVOYANCE AND CRYSTAL GAZING.
PRACTICAL PSYCHOMETRY

MEDICAL HYPNOTISM AND SUGGESTION.
WONDERFUL HOW TO CONVERSE WITH SPIRIT FRIENDS.
BOOKS PERSONAL MAGNETISM AND WILL POWER.
- TABLE RAPPING AND AUTOMATIC WRITING.

Price 8d. each ; post free 10d. N.B.—Each book contains a full course of lessons.
Address all orders to: A. VERNER, 15 Vernon Street, BOLTON, ENGLAND.

Memphis Occult Products

MEMPHIS CRYSTALS, 2}in. 6/6, 10/6,15/- PLANOHETTES, nghly Polished, on
MEMPHIS CRYSTALS, 24 in. 10/6 and £1 1s. ‘Wheels, - - /- and 5/6.
OUIJA BOARDS, 16in. by 12in. 12/6 each ALUMINIUM TRUMPETSfor Direct Voice 6/9
INCENSE, 2/6 box (Crystals or Tablets, state preference).

All goods sent post paid in plain wrapper, with full instructions.

M. P. BOOTH, 14 Clifton Street, CARDIFF.

THE BEACON

A PERIODICAL INTENDED FOR THEOSOPHISTS

Sixteen pages of vital Theosophical writings, issued
monthly from 140 CEDAR STREET, NEW YORK.
“ If there is a more valuable cantnbutory work to the growth of Theosophical Truth

in the world to-day than that of ‘ The Beacon,’ it has not come lo our observation:"
—The Occult Press Review.

Subscription Five Shillings per year.

Order direct from New York or through

THE THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE, LTD.
9 ST. MARTIN'S STREET, LONDON, W.C:2




The ““Mystics & Occuitists ”’ Series

Uniformly Bound in Limp Cloth. 1/6 net per volume.

This Series is designed to give a brief biography and concise account
of the works and teachings of the great leaders of medieval and
modern times in Mystical Philosophy and Occult Science.

THEOPHRASTUS PARACELSUS : Medizeval Alchemist.
By W. P. SWAINSON.

ROGER BACON: The Father of Experimental Science.

By H. StanrLEy REDGROVE, B.Sc.

EMANUEL SWEDENBORG: The Swedish Seer.
By W. P. SWAINSON.

FRANZ ANTON MESMER: His Life and Teaching.
By R. B. INCcE.

CORNELIUS AGRIPPA : Occult Philosopher.

By LEWwIS SPENCE.

JOSEPH GLANVILL AND PSYCHICAL RESEARCH
IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY.
By H. StaNrLEY REDGROVE, B.Sc.(London), EF.C.S.,:
and I. M. L. REDGROVE.

GIORDANO BRUNO: Mystic and Martyr.
By Eva M. MARTIN.

JACOB BOEHME: The Teutonic Philosopher.
By W. P. SWAINSON.

JOAN OF ARC. By R. B. INcE.

PRENTICE MULFORD : New Thought Pioneer.

By Eva MarTIN, Author of ““ Giordano Bruno,” etc.
RAYMUND LULLY : Illuminated Doctor, Alchemist and
Christian Mystic. By A. E. WAITE.
DR. DEE. By G. M. Horr.
JOHN BAPTIST VAN HELMONT : Chemist, Physician

and Philosopher., By H. StanLEY REDGROVE, B.Sc.

LOUIS CLAUDE DE SAINT-MARTIN,
AND THE STORY OF MODERN MARTINISM.
By A. E. WAITE.

THOMAS LAKE HARRIS AND HIS OCCULT TEACH-
ING. By W. P. SwAINSON.

SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI. By Eprra K. HARPER.
ZOROASTER. By BERNARD SPRINGETT.

MARTIN LUTHER : The Apostle of the Reformation.
By R. B. INCE.

LONDON: WILLIAM RIDER & SON, LTD.
8 PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C.4.
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RIDER'S MASONIC PUBLICATIONS

A NEW ENCYCLOPZEDIA OF FREEMASONRY
(Ars Magna Latomorumn).

And of Cognate Instituted Mysteries, Their Rites, Literature, & History.
By ARTHUR EpwWARD Walrg, P.M., P.Z., Past Senior Grand Warden
of Towa, etc. Author of The Secret Tradition in Freemasonry, etc., etc.
With sixteen full-page plates and many Illustrations in the text.
Two volumes. Royal 8vo (pp. xxxii + 458, and pp. iv -+ 488).
Blue Cloth Gilt. 42s. net.

“ There is evidence to spare in Mr. Waite’s erudite pages of the folly and obstinacy of those
people who have sought to make their own paths to the Temple Gate without the key which
alone can open a passage through the mystic labyrinth which guards the upper slopes of the
sacred mountain. There are others who really seek. . . . For such as these this ‘New
Encyclopadia ® will be useful.”—The Times.

“Two interesting and absorbing volumes, embodying the results of the latest research, and
representing all that is known on the subject.”—7he Bookseller.

“* The Author has earned the gratitude of every Mason who is curious tolearn all that the craft
has to teach him.”"—The Jewish Guardian.

“ Two sumptuous volumes. . . . The Technology of Rites and Grades, and the conspectus
of Cross References are very useful.’—The Masonic Record.

THE MEANING OF MASONRY
By W. L. Wizmsaurst, P.M. Demy 8vo, cloth, 10s. 6d.

Conrents.—Introduction—The Position and Possibilities of the Masonic Order—The Deeper
Symbolism of Masonry—DMasonry as a Philosophy—The Holy Royal Arch—The Relation of
Masonry to the Ancient Mysteries.

“ Among Freemasons it will be conceded that the author has justified the title of his work,
The book is distinguished by patient research, erudition, lofty ideals, and good literary style. . . .
%r. ‘Wilmshurst carries one far beyond the ordinary conception of the Masonic Art.”"—Yorkshire

05,

* This most interesting and illuminative work is worthy a place on every Mason’s bookshelf,”

—The New Age.

MASONIC LEGENDS AND TRADITIONS
By Dubprey WricHT. Crown 8vo, cloth. Illustrated Frontispiece.

5s. net.
*“ A book acceptable alike to the trifler and the student.”—The Co-Mason.
“ He tells of the Temple of Solomon, of the Queen of Sheba, and Hiram King of Tyre, and
x;freshes us at the perennial springs of ancient romance and mystery.'—Biurmingham Weekly
0st. :
““ The book will appeal to a great many people of both sexes.”—Noftingham Guardiamn.

WOMAN AND FREEMASONRY
By DubprLey WricaT. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. net.

Conrents.—Introduction—Adoptive Masonry—The Fendeurs—Egyptian Masonry and Count
Cagliostro—Ritual of Adoptive Masonry—Ritual of Freemasonry for Ladies—Women Freemasons
—Order of the Eastern Star—DModern Female Freemasonry—%he Grand Orient of the Nether~
lands on the Question. 3

““ Here is a book that should be in every Masonic Library.” The Square, Vancouver, B.C,

““ To students of rituals certain of Mr. Wright's pages will prove of great interest.”’—Tke Times,

““ The author explores a wide field, bringing the fruit of much research within the compass of
his pages and producing a work which, so far as statement of fact is concerned, is final and
authoritative’—Dundee Advertiser.

ROMAN CATHOLICISM AND FREEMASONRY
By DuprLeEy WriGHT. Demy 8vo, cloth, 10s. 64. net.

This is an historical not a controversial work. The volume contains a full translation of the
official Bulls, Allocutions, Encyclical Letters, and Decrees issued against the craft by Popes and
Bishops, as well as the official records of the sufferings imposed upon Freemasons in the
Inquisition. Incidentally it throws miany interesting sidelights upon the history of Free-
masonry in the United Kingdom and on the Continent of Europe, and gives particulars of many
secret societies into which only Catholics were permitted to be initiated. The facts are given
without embellishment ; they speak for themselves. The range covered by the work extends
over two centuries, beginning with the latter part of the seventeenth century and carried up
to the present day.

FREEMASONRY : ITS AIMS AND IDEALS
By J. S. M. Warp, B.A,, F.S.S., F.R.Econ.S. Author of Freemasonry
and the Ancient Gods, etc. Demy 8vo, cloth. 1os. 6d4. net.

ConteNTts : Part I.—The Ideals of Freemasonry—The Political Ideal—The Social Ideal—
The Ritualistic Ideal—The Archaological Ideal—The Mystical and Religious Ideal—What
Mysticism is—Conclusions. Part IT.—Grave Problems :—Women and Masonry—The  Black ™
Lodges—The International Aspect of Freemasonry—Freemasonry and Established Religions—
The Grand Ideal—The Formation of an International Grand Lodge.

This work may be broadly regarded as a statement of the position and aims of Freemasonry.
It gives a comprehensive review of Masonry in the past and present, and raises many questions
of paramount importance in reference to the immediate future of the institution.

Mr. Ward insists that every thoughtful Mason should decide what is his personal attitude
to the issues involved, and it is hoped that this informative and suggestive work may pave the
way for the adoption of a more spiritual and wider outlook among Freemasons generally.
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Works by H. ERNEST HUNT

THE HIDDEN SELF AND ITS MENTAL
PROCESSES.

Crown 8vo, cloth, 4s. 64. net. :
CoNTENTS.—The Unconscious Mind—Repression and Perversion—Dreams
and their Meaning—Projection and Identification—Conflict and Dissociation—
Rationalisation and Sublimation—Phantasy and Insanity—Sex and Adolescence
—Education—The Method of Psycho-Analysis—Conclusions, and a Parallel.
Mr. H. Ernest Hunt in the present work deals with the subject of Psy-
chology, and particularly with that branch of it known as Psycho-analysis, from
an entirely popular point of view,

THE INFLUENCE OF THOUGHT ON HEALTH,
WEALTH AND HAPPINESS.

; Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. net.

ConTENTS I.—Thought and its influence on Habit, Character, Action, etc.
I11.—Thought and Health; “ Vis Medicatrix Natur,” etc, IIL.—Thought and
Wealth : What is Business ? ; Money and the Mind; Production and Inven-
tion. IV.—Thought and Happiness: The Vital Principle.

“ If only you think rightly, you will live rightly, act rightly, be successful,
and be happy—such is the argument, sustained with much force of suggestion
and wealth of instance, of ‘ The Influence of Thought." . . . The book is a
stimulating Essay in what may be called psychological dynamics.”—Sheffield
Daily Telegraph.

“ A new and compelling gospel.””—Liverpool Weskly Post.

A BOOK OF AUTO-SUGGESTIONS.

6 %X 5 in. Paper Cover. 1s. net.

A handy well printed little book giving the method determining
and controlling thoughts, for the guidance of those desirous of practis-
ing this method of self-training.

SELF-TRAINING: The Lines of Mental Progress.

Crown 8vo, cloth, 4s. 6d. net.

ConTENTS :—The Nature of Mind—Mind at Work—Thought and Health—
Suggestion—Training the Senses—Memory—The Feelings—Will and Imagina-
tion—The Machinery of Nerves—Self-Building—The Spiritual Basis.

*“ There is not a chapter of ‘ Self-Training’ that is not of high interest; and
on'such subjects as the Cultivation of the Memory and the Control of the Nervous
System it contains much of great practical value.”—Oxford Chronicle,

NERVE CONTROL.

The Cure of Nervousness and Stage-Fright. Crown 8vo, 136 pp.,
paper cover, 2s. net,

** A very useful book. Many a reader will be taught how to control and deve-
lop the innate powers, by which he will gain self-command.”—Methodist Times.

A MANUAL OF HYPNOTISM.

Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 64. net.

An up-to-date and practical guide to the study of Hypnotism and its applica-
tion by means of suggestion and auto-suggestion,
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