




























































March, 1930 

onto the balcony. 
The light in the sky was like none 

I had ever known., It was like a colored 
fog, now molten gold, now yellow, now 
a soft green, now blue, now red. And 
I became aware of a perfume from that 
great impending fog, so exquisitely 
sweet, so alluring, I breathed it in like 

John Alman's Return 
"Hello!" I pulled myself to a sitting 

posture. "Come in, you old African 
occultist and tell me how you sneaked 
up without my hearing the wheels of 
the taxi on the fresh gravel under my 
window ?" I started t o rise. 

"Don't get up, Sam," he motioned 
with his right hand. 

"My head aches most terribly, but I 
must tell you what I want done with 
my collection of old coins." 

"Can't you wait until morning?" I 
asked. 

"No, Sam, I've never made a will and 
I feel right-now that I must tell--" 

"Cut it out, old man,'' I interrupted. 
"Time enough tomorrow. You're not 
going to rush . off again before you've 
come." 

"Wait, Sam,'' he lifted his Hand, 
"You-you don't understand. I must, 
must talk now." 

His voice sounded faint and far away 
and he seemed to be much. thinner than 
I had ever seen him, so I said, "All 
right, go on." I leaned my shoulders 
against the head of the bed and 
listened. 

"My coins, Sam. I want Martin Jer­
gosen to have them. He lives in Du­
luth. My sister Julia is to have the 
acreage I' bought in Florida and my 
sister Alice the State-street apartment 
house. My nephew, Rollin Curtis, will 
need my bonds to put him through col­
lege and establish himself in business. 
I have several thousand dollars in the 
Marine National Bank. I want that 
equally divided between my brother's 

·widow, Jennie, nd yourself. Long ago 
I promised Wing Lee my platinum 
watch, if I passed out before he did. 
I did not take it to Africa with me. It 
is in the safety deposit box." 

';['here was something uncanny about 
it all as I 'listened to his words and 
watched his tall figure standing in the 
open door. When he stopped speaking 
I said, 

"Why the hur ry to tell me all this in 
the middle of the night? Wait till to­
morrow or the next clay and after you 
are rested from your long trip, get a 
lawyer to draw up a will. You're not 
dead yet, you may live longer than any 
one of those you've just mentioned." 

"You don't understand, Sam. My 
head feels as if the whole side of it was 
gone. I want you to know where I want 
my belongings to go." 

/ 

one dying of thirst. The black 
cat settled in my arms, and we seemed 
to float away from the balcony. Tben­
out into the great unknown, the soft 
mist of the fog on my hair and my 
gown. We went so softly, so softly, 
my black cat and I out into the per­
fumed Night of Eternity. 

(Continued from page 11) 

"Very well," I told him. "I think I 
understand. Let me help you to your 
room." I threw back the covers. 

"Don't come," he said. "I'm no 
stranger in this house. Stay in bed, 
but remember what I've told you." 

"Wouldn't forget it for a farm, old 
man. W e'II talk things over tomorrow. 
I confess I'm as curious as a woman to 
hear all about your African occult 

"It was worth all the time and ex­
pense, Sam. I wish I could tell you 
half of it. Things which you and I 
once discussed and argued about are all 
clear to me now. I have learned much 
in a very short period. I am in a con­
dition to learn more. As time passes 
I shall grow in mind and spirit. The 
mind never leaves the spirit, Sam, that 
has been proven to me. I am no longer 
earthbound as I was the last time we 
were together. I-- " 

"John!" I exclaimed. "Stop this 
mysterious conversation. Let me help 
you to bed. You are not yourself after 
this long trip." 

"I am myself, ·Sam, but another self 
from the one you knew. I understand 
the mystery of life and what becomes 
of the spirit after death. Yoµ've 
promised to attend to the disposal of 
my belongings. You won't forget?" 

"Certainly not, 'old pal. Tomorrow 
you may question me and see if I have 
forgotten. Better go to bed now." 

"I'm going, Sam. I wish you could 
understand all about this thing that is 
called 'death.' It is nothing to fear-it 
is just going to sleep in one country 
and waking up in another." 

"I'm glad to know it, John. Go to 
bed and get some sleep, then tomorrow 
you can tell me all about it. Wing Lee 
will call you in time for breakfast." 

I watched him step backward into 
the hall. The clock struck half past 
three. For 'a long time · I lay and 
thought. I was almost convinced that 
John had returned mentally unbal­
anced. I decided that the next morn-· 
ing I would call up Dr. Bergman, the 
mind specialist and a · mutual friend of 
John's and mine, invite him to lunch 
and ask him to observe John's actions. 
I heard the clock strike five and then 
dozed off. 

.The sun lay like a yellow blanket on 
(Continued on page 31) 
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John Alman' s Return (Continued from page !J9) 

the top of my bed when I awoke. I 
sprang up, took my bath and was al­
most dressed when I heard a tap at my 
door. Sure that :..t was John, I called, 
"Come in, you old African." 

But it was Wing Lee asking if he 
should waken Mr. Jchnl"" '''Yes," I said. 
"I saw him for a few minutes when he 
came in and told him that you would 
call him in time for breakfast, but look 
in and if he's sleeping do not disturb 
him." 

It was only a few minutes until my 
door was jerked open and Wing Lee 
appeared, the brows above his slant 
eyes elevated, "Mr. John no there!" 

"What do you mean?" It was my 
turn to be surprised. "I was talking to 
him when he came in." 

Wing Lee shook his head, "He no 
there." 

"He was here," I declared, "he said 
his head ached." 

"Mebbeso you dream velly bad." 
"Nonsense, Wing Lee! Around three 

o'clock, John Alman stood right where 
you stand now. He talked with me be­
fore he went to bed." 

"He no go to bed, Mr. Sam. You 
come see--you have dream.'' 

"Maybe he's out in the hammock. 
Let's look.'' We hurried into the patio. 
The hammock hung motionless -
empty. I went to the sleeping porch­
the bed was undisturbed. Out in the 
yard I walked among the shrubbery, 
thinking that possibly John, in a spell 
of abstraction, had gone to one of the 
benches under a palm or pepper tree. 
But there was no trace of his presence. 
Suddenly there came a thought. I half 
ran into the house, took the telephone 
and called the depot. Impatiently I 
waited for a response. When it came I 
said, "Tell me if the Flyer got in on 
time this morning?" 

"The Flyer? Why man, the Flyer 
was wrecked at Big River Junction at 
midnight. Thirteen passengers killed," 
was the reply. 

I dropped the receiver and started 

-

for the garage. Wing Lee called as I 
backed the car out on the driveway. I 
do not remember what I said to him or 
whether I spoke or not. I know I 
opened the throttle and regardless of 
traffic laws shot down the tree bordered 
avenue, turned a corner and raced 
along the state highway. Soon I left 
the level roadbed and began to climb. 
The increasing steepness cut down my 
speed and forced me to shift into inter­
mediate. Up and up, until I topped the 
hill and looked down over a medium 
sized valley with a wide stream cutting 
through its center. 

I released the brake and slid down 
the hill. When I came in sight of the 
junction of the two railroads, I saw a 
crowd of people and a long line of auto­
mobiles. I had to park my car quite a 
distance from the depot. As I walked 
forward I noticed several policemen 
patrolling the long platform. On nearer 
approach, I saw what I .knew must be a 
number of bodies under a_ covering of 
white canvas. 

I do not know how I looked, but I 
do know how I felt as I pushed up to 
the platform. A policeman laid his 
hand on my arm, "Hunting some one?" 
he asked. 

My tongue seemed to have swollen to 
the full size of my mouth, but I man­
aged to say, "A friend, John Alman, 
was on the Flyer last night.'' 

"Come," he led me under a tightly 
stretched rope, up to the platform and 
said, "I'll help you look for him." 

Unmindful of the gaping crowd, I 
folluwed, while he uncovered one still 
form after another. The eleventh in the 
row was John Alman. The right side 
of his head was crushed. ' 

Thnt is all, except it took me several 
weeks to recover froht the effects of 
the shock and when I did I lost no time 
in complying with John's requests re­
garding the disposal of his possessions. 

Wing Lee still refers to my experi­
ence as "One velly bad dream.'' But I 
know it was not a dream. 

What About Sun-spots? (Continued from page 9) 

lines at right angles to its axis. Its 
great equatorial velocity-27,000 miles1 

an hour-together with its low density, 
' twenty-five per cent of that of the 

earth, may account for this phenom­
enon. It is well understood that the 
greater the peripheral velocity and the 
lower the density of a whirling body, 
the greater will its streaks of atmos­
phere be made visible. 

Consider Saturn in this regard and 
the truth of the law becomes apparent. 
Saturn has a peripheral velocity of 

I 

24,000 miles an hour, with a ~ensity of 
only thirteen per cent of that of the 
earth. One not only finds the atmos­
pheric markings across its face, but a 
ring that extends outward 48,000 miles 
on a side that is 100 miles in thickness. 
No doubt the field of force extends out­
ward even farther than the ring, but 
to the vision through the telescopes it 
is not solid enough to be apparent. 

If the sun is a globe of glowing gas, 
even with only an equatorial velocity 
of 4,500 miles per hour, one would ex-

,. 
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pect to find markings similar to those 
of Jupit.er and Saturn, and also rings. 
But according to the astronomical ob­
servations of the University of Cali­
fornia, while the equatorial diameter 
of the earth is about thirty-six miles 
greater than the polar diameter, that 
of the sun cannot be detected to be 
greater, although the sun is supposed 
to be in a gaseous state, with a density 
of only twenty-five per cent of that of 
the earth. This consideration is very 
important to note with reference to our 
subject. 

Compare the average density of 
twelve of the well-known gases (0.1228 
with air as 1.),1 to that of the sun 
(l.6206), and one will realize why it . 
has no markings or rings. These fig­
ures show that the density of the sun 
is 13.2 times that of the averages of 
the gases mentioned. Man has his be­
ing in 87 per cent of water and air, 
with the density as 1.174 tO air as 1., 
with his weight resting upon the earth 
of a density 5.53 compared to :wat.er as 
1. If his weight were resting on the 
siln's nucleus it would be supported by 
a density of 1.38, where the earth is 
5.63 to wat.er as 1. Thus his weight 
would be borne by a substance 1.38 
times that of water, or one-fourth that 
of the earth. 

It is quite definitely known that heat 
and light are one and the same thing 
as regards velocity through free space, 
and man begins to think seriously that 
they are one in every regard. The 
only question now to be settled is to de­
cide which it is, heat or light. 

Up a few hundred miles from the 
earth, there is an absolute zero tem­
perature, 421 degrees below freezing 
point. Aviators have recently as('ended 
38,000 feet and found a temperature 
there of 76 degrees below zero, or 150 
degrees below the average temperature 
of the surface of the earth, which is 
75 degrees. This extreme cold must 
extend to ·within a short distance of 
the sun if it is not in a white hot state. 

As far as I know, scientists have not 
passed heat through a block of ice and 
had it issue as heat. But light passes 
readily through ice and appears as 
light after its passage through this 
minor degree of cold. And the light 
from the sun passes through the region 
of absolute zero ninety-two millions of 
miles in depth, and appears as light. 
Scientists know that there is no heat 
in the light that passes through this 
absolute zero temperature, and none is 
made evident until it begins to impinge 
upon the earth's atmosphere. Even up 
only as far as 38,000 feet one can real­
ize that there is very little heat in an 

l . Air ..... 1. 
Oxygen .1.1052 
Hydrogen 0.0692 
Methane 0.6680 
Nitrogen 0.9701 
Ethylene 0.9674 

Carbon Monoxide . .•• 0.9671 
Carbon Dioxide . . ..• 1.5197 
Acetylene •• • .. .• .. • • 0.8982 
Ammonia • . • . . . . . • .• 0.6889 
Water Vapor ... . . . .. 0.6218 
Sulphur Dioxide ••• • 2.2180 

atmosphere that is 75 degrees below 
zero. But even there the atmosphere 
is dense enough to support an aero­
plane by the propeller aeting against 
the air. The fact of the matter is the 
one thing that man seeks, is now 
known to be what man terms as light. 

What is known as heat never ap­
pears, even when starting a common 
fire, until the light impinges upon sub­
stance. From what has been written 
one may easily understand why it is 
hard to boil water when up where the 
atmosphere is rare. The friction be­
tween the light and the thin air is in­
sufficient to produce the necessary heat 
units. Formerly the lack of pressure 
has been given as the reason for this 
phenomenon, which is true. But that 
fact does not adequately explain the 
matter. At about twenty-five miles 
there would be no heat units. 

There are two mechanical means 
whereby scientists seem to prove that 
the sun is very much heated, namely, 
the thermocouple and the spectros-cope. 
This latter instrument seems to give 
the best proof of heat in the sun. 

The thermocouple is an instrument 
for measuring heat with a very great 
degree of sensitiveness. For instance, 
a beam of supposed heat was conducted 
int<' the ~achine coming straight from 
the bright crescent side of Ven us; it is 
registered in the same manner and 
found to be very much less. This fact 
seems to be positive proof that heat 
came through from the dark side of 
Venus because there semed to be no 
light there. But one must remember 
that photographs are taken now in the 
darkest night merely by giving long 
exposure. What really went into the 
thermocouple were rays of light that 
had no heat around and about them 
until they impinged upon substance in 
the machine known as a thermocouple. 
To prove this fact, allow a ray of light 
to nrst pass through a block of ice, 
then to enter the thermocouple, and 
you will have heat register just the 
same. 

The spectroscope is an instrument 
that receives a ray of light from a 
basic metal which has been reduced to 
a white hot or incandescent glow; this 
ray passes through a prism that sepa­
rates the light into its constituent 
parts, then it impinges upon a paper 
that shows what is known as the spec­
trum of the metal used. Scientists 
have found that each basic metal has a 
spectrum-a certain arrangement of 
colors-all its own, and that this spec­
trum never varies. For instance, if a 
ray of light be passed through the ma­
chine from copper in an incandescent 
state, it gives an arrangement of col­
ors in streaks or lines. If a ray of 
light from the sun be passed through 
the instrument, and an exact duplicate 
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of-the copper spectrum taken on earth 
is found, it is with reason, by this 
analogy, that the scientists have seem­
ingly proven that there is -copper in the 
sun in an incanclescent state. Hence, 
the proof to them that the sun is very 
much heated. 

But one must remember that the ray 
of light came through the absolute 
area between. the earth and the sun 
and certainly did not bring through 
any heat. One may allow the ray of 
light from the fused copper on earth to 
first pass through a block of ice, and 
one will produce the copper spectrum. 
If heat be necessary to produce the 
spectrum, it is engendered within the 
instrument. All that the spectroscope 
proves is that light alone, without heat, 
except that produced in the instru­
ment, will produce the spectrum of 
metals. This fact merely shows that 
the analogy used with reference to the 
spectrums taken on earth from light 
produced here and from light from the 
sun, does not positively prove that 
there is heat in the sun. 

Now that · the proof is given that the 
sun is not hot , and that possibly it has 
a livable nucleus, the expla.nation of 
sun-spots naturally follows. Sun-spots 
are known to be the results of mag­
netic storms on the sun. These sto1·ms 
occur almost entirely in the equatorial 
regions not more than 40 degrees north 
and south of the equator. And strange 
to say, the United States Hydrographic 
Office has found that the cyclones of 
the earth also occur in those latitudes. 
This fact is very significant taken in 
connection with the other proofs given, 
and convinces me that the sun has a 
nucleus like that of the earth, capable 
of supporting human life. Of course 
it is the equatorial velocities of the two 
bodies that produc.e these magnetic 
storms in these regions. 

It is known through the use of 
metals that the more dense they are 
the less liable they are to fl.y apart 
under great revolutions. The sun be­
ing one-fourth less dense than the 
earth, and having four and one-half 
times the equatorial velocity of that of 
the earth, one would expect the field 
of force 01· atmosphere to break, as 
aviators see that of the ear th open and 
they view the black of the earth and 
view the penumbra and umbra, which 
are really the shadow of the deep 
opening and the nucleus of the sun. 

These breaks are really the sun­
spots, viewed appearing and disappear­
ing on the surface of the sun. Of 
course they do not move with the same 
velocities north and south of the 
equator. But like 'the great storms of 
the earth, they appear where the 
equatorial velocit ies are the greatest, 
with a few exceptions, the same as 
storms on the earth. 

(Copyrighted by the author) 
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