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p ut-Almost Shnultaneous 
D.eatlui of tile Popes ot· Rome 
an'd Sydoo. 
Of the many remarkable characters 

of this century, Ghafur was ·one of the 
most conspicuously so. If there qe ~ 
truth -in the Eastern doctritle, that I 
souls, powerful, whethe.c for good or , 

, ho had not time in one exist­
ence to work their pfans, are :i;eincar­
nated, the :fie ceness of their ;rea~ning6 
to continue on earth thrusting them 
back mto the current of their attr.ac-. 
tions, then Ghafur was a reb rth of 
that Felice Peretti, who is knov,'n in 
history as Pope Sixtus V.·of c fty and 
odious memory. Both were born in 
the west class of iety, being igno­
rant peasa11t M •s and begin ,ing life 
as herdsmen. Both reached the apex 
of po, er through era.ft and stealth 
and by imposing upou the super~ti­
tions of the maijses. Sixtus, author of 
my~tical books, aµd himself a prac­
titioner of th(,) lorbiddeu sciences, to' 
satisf .r his lust for power and ensure 
impuuit}, became Inquisitor ·Gene.i:al. 
:Made P pe he hurled his nathemas • 
a.ijke against Eliza.beth f Eng­
lanp, the King of .1. avarre, and other 
important personages. Abdul Gha­
fur, endowed with an iron will~ had 
educated himself without colleges or 
professors, except through association 
with the "wise men " of Khuttuk. 
He was as well versed in the Arabic 
and Persian literature of. alchE;my and , 
astromony as Sixt us "as in Aristotle, 
and ne as he how to fabricate mes-
merized talismans and amulets con 
taining either lif or death for those 
to\\ hom it was presented. Each held 
millions of devotees under the subjec­
tion of their psychological iufluenee, 
thour,h both were more drea,ded than 
beloved. 

Ghafur had been a warrior and an 
ambitious lead r of fanatics, but be­
coming a derveech and finally a Pope, 
so to say, his· blessing or curse made 
him as eftecually the aster of the 
Ameers nd other Muswlmen as Six­
tus as of the Oatliolic potentates of 
Eur pe Only the salient featur~s of 
h. career are kn°'rn to Christendom. 

atched, aa e may have been, his 

private life, ambitious asp1rat1ons for 
temporal as well as religious po,ver 

I 
~re almost a se~led book. But 1 he 
one certain thing i , that he was the 
founder and chief of nearly every se• 
cret society worth speaking of among 
Mussulmans, and the dominant spirit 
in all the rest. His apparent antagon.­
ism to the ·w ahabees w J.S but a mask, 
and the murderous hand that struck 
Lord Mayo wa., certainly guided by 
the old Abdul. The Bektashee Der­
veeches* and the howling, dancing and 
other doslem religi us mendicants 
recognize his supremacy as far above 
that of the Sheik-ul Islam of the 
faithful." Hardly a political order 
of any importance issued from Con• 
stantinople or Ten ran-heretics 
though the Persians 11.i'e-·without his 
having a :finger in the pie directly or in­
directly. As fanatical as Sixtus but 
more cunning yet, if possible, instead 
of giving direct orders for the exter­
minati n of the Hug,,.~nots of Ishun, 
the , ahabees, he directed his cursPs, 
and pointed his fiinger but a_t those 
among them whom he ound in his , 
way, keeping on best tl ough s cret 1 

terms with the rei-,t The tit le of 
Nasr-eel-Din ( defender of the faith) 

,. To thiH day. no Bekta8 •e would Le reco;uizecl as 
1uch unless he ca.n ,m poa e s10n o J. certain med· 1 
al with the seal of thi~ • Hi~h-Pontiff •· of a.11 the Der 
veeches whether the:,' belo,ut-: to Oll\l aeci or the other. 

he impartially applied to both the Sul- • 
tan and the bl tth, though one is a 
f,unnite and the other a Shiite. He 
weeten d the stronger religious in­

toleranee of the Osmun dynast), by 
addin 0 t the old title of Nasr-ed Din 
those of Saif-ed-Din [Scimeter of 
Fait ~ an I Emir-el-Mumminiah 
[Prince of the Faithful. J Every 

, Emir- el-Sourey, or leader of the sad­
red caravan of pilgrims to l\Iekka, 
brought or sent messages to, and re­
ceived advice and instructions from 
Ab~ul, the latter in the shape of mys­
tenous oracles, for which ·was left the 
full eqni¥alent in money presents and 
other offerings, as the Catholic pil­
gr ms have recent,y done at Rome. 

l? 1847-8, the Prince Mirza, unclP 
of the young Shah and ex-gove nor of 
a great proYince in Persia, appeared I 
in Ti.flis, seeking Russian protection at 
the hands of Prince W oronzof, ·vice­
r~y d the Caucasus. Haying helpBd 
hunself to the crown jewels and read . 
money in the treasury, he had rnn 
away froru the j,1risdic ion of his 0 

ing nephew, who wa,s anxious to put 
out bis eyes. Popular rumor asserted 
that his rea&on for wha1 he had llone 
was that he great ·rnech, Ah-



koond, 1i.ad thrice appeared to him in 
~ dreams pro t; v ' P .ng ill m to take v. hat 

he had and share his booty with tlie 

p~ote~tors of the faith of hi8 rmcipal 
w_1fe, [he had b1·ought t 'rhe \\. h 

. him to Tifli!;,J a native of C bnl fhc 
'-le~ret, though pHhaps, IIl(lirfct i.r .• :u 
ence he exerr•i 6( 01, thv Pr: ' B . V t 1 ,. 

hopal, durmg the 8-:poj 1·eb£>Uion 0 £ 
1_857, was a mystE-ry onJ , to th"' I:1 c.s·-

' hsh whom the old schemer .KllL, \ " , 

,vell how to hoodwink. Duri11, l1ir-< 
lo~g career of Macchiavplism. fri;ndly 

, with the British, and yet striking 
them constantly i.n secret ; , l'ne.rated 

8 a new prophet bv mil1i ins of orth ,_ 1 
dox, as. well as herntic l\IusRulman., 

. managmg to preserve hi" inflnenre 
over friend alid foe, the old "Teach-

I 
er'' had one enemy whom ho feared, 
for he knew that no amount of crnft 

·would ever win it. to his sidfl. This 
enemy was th6 once mighty nation 0f 

~he Sikhs, ex-Sovereign rulers of Pun l 
Jab and masters of the PeshaYurVal- t 

'lt'~. Re~uced from their high estate, 1 
this warrior rieoplo are now under the 
rule of a single l\faharajah-Puttiala 1 

-who is himself tho helpless v·assal 1
1 

of th~ British. From the beginning 
the Ahkoond had continually enc un 
te:red tlrn Sikhs in his paih. Scarce ~ 

would he feel hims~lf conqueror over , 
'one obstac-le before his hereditar en-~ 
· emy would appear between hnn and • • 
l the rnalization of his hopes. If the 
Sikhs remained faithful to the British • 
i.1 1857, it was neither through heartv 
loyalty or political convictions s~ 

uch as through sh r opposition to 
the l\Iobammedans, whom they knew 
to be secretly prompted by the .A.h­
koond. 

-Since the days of the great Nan aka, I , 
of the Kshatriya caste, founder of the [ 
Sikh Brotherhood, in the second half 

f thP, XVth century, these brave and 
warlike tribes have ever been the 

:J thorn in the side of the Mogul d)Tnas 
~ t.y,. t~e t~rror of the Moslems of India. 
)! Ongmatrng, as we may say, in a re-

l

, ligious Brotherhood. whose object was 
to make away. alike with Islamism 
Brahminism, and other isms, inclu/ 
I ing iater Christiani y, this sect evol-
1 ued a pure l\fon,~theism in the abstract 
idea of an ever Unknown Principle, 
and elaborated it into the doctrine of 
the '' Brotherhood of Man." In their 
view, we have but" one Father, M0ther 
Principle, with "neither form, shape 

l " ' nor co or, a11d we ought to be, if we 
are not, all brothers irrespective of 
distinctions of race or color. The 
sacerdotal Brahman, fanatical in his 
observance of dead letter forms, thus 
bec,ime in the opinion of the 8ikh as 
much the enemy of truth as the l\Ius-
1;ulman wallowing in a sensual heaven 

with his houris, the joss-,vorbhipp· • 
IJ ldl • • • mg 'uc n~t grmd1ng- out prayers nt his 
whe~l, or_ y_et, the Roman Catholic 
adoring lus Jewelled l\Iadonna~ wl , , 1ose 

c9mplex10n IH' prit 1--< u :.._ f irurn 
wlute to brc,w.a ariJ hl l'h to snit tl e 
C'limatti and p1 ej 1<lice . Later on, 
Arjnn , soi1 {!.If Ramrtc1s, t Le fourth fr 
tl.r su,. c t-"1 ,1. -f rer ~ an.de gat 1 un g 
tc ,etl : tile de,ctrines of th oumlei I 
a.nd },1 son Angau , b10ug1t out a 
, c 1 T( 'ume. ca:Ied At1i-k 'd h, 

~r cl la •o-ely supplemented it w1tl,1 se• 
I, eh 11 , ·rom fort -five sntras of the. 
Juinf->. \\ l1ile adopting equally the 
1·t 1ig1 n figm•e,._ of the Vedas a,nd I 
Koran ,,fter sifting them and explain­
ing the r 8,Y mbolism, the .A.di-garanth 
yet prer:.ents a ,greater similarity of 
ideas resperting the most elab~rat8 
metaph. sical conceptions with those 
of the Jain school or gurus. The no­
tions of Astrology, o:r the influence of 
tlie starry spheres upon ourselves were 
evidentlv adopted from that most 
prominent school of antiquity. This 

111 be readily as~ertained by compar­
ing the commentaries of Abhayadeva 
Surec upon the original forty-five Sut- I 

1 
ras in Magaclhi or_ Bala-basha laii- • 
guage* with the .A.di-garanth. An 
old Jain guru, who is said to lrnve 
drawn the horoscope of Runjeet 
Singh, at the time of his greatest pow­
er, had fon.told the downfall of the• 
kingdom of Lahore. It was the learn­
ed Arjuna who retired into .A.m:4~ 
changed the sect into a politico- -
ious community, and instituted with-
in the same another and more esoteric 
b_o~y of gurus, scholars and metaphy­
&icians, of which he be.came sole chief. 
IJe died in prison, under torture, by 
the order of Aurungzebe, in whose 
hands he had fallen, at the beginnina ' 
of the XVllth century. His son Go~ • 
vinda, a.guru (religious teacher) of 
great renown, -vowe.d revenge aga.inst 
the race of his father's murderers and 
after various changes of fortune the 
Afghans were finally driveri from the 
Punjab by the Sikhs, in 1764. This 
triumph nly made their h&tred more 
bitter still, and from that moment un­
til the death of Runjeet Smgh, in 
1839, we find them constantly aiming 
their blows at the Moslems. Maha 

' Singh, the father of Runjset, had set 
off the Sikhs into twelve mizals or di vis­
ions, each having its o.wn chief [Sirdar J 

. whose secret council of state consisted 
of learned gurus. Among ·these were 
ru~sters_ in spiritual science, and they 
might, if they had had a mind, lrn,ve 
exhibited as astonishing " miracles " 
and divine legerclemain as the old 
Mussulman .Ahkoond. He ew it 
well,_ and for this re son dreaded 
them even more tilan he hated them 
for his defea,t and that of his Ameer 
by Runjeet Singh. 

One highly dramatic incident in the 
life of the "Pope r1f Sycloo '' is the fol­
lo,Ying ,vell authenticated ca$t which 
';as rnul'h commented upon in his part 

j of Indip, about t,;rnnty years since. 
One clay, in 1858, "\"\hen the Ahkoornl 
squatting on his carpet "as distribut~ 
ing '."lmuleJ,s, bl€ssings n,ncl prophecies 

among lns pious cnr gr g,it10u , 
~rfrmi, a tall Hi1 tlo, ;,;ho had 
ap >roac:h, cl and t "~etl in fl, r1n ·cl 
,ithont having hH•n noticed udde1 ~ 

a ldre_!'lsecl Lim tLus : "Tell me. pi 1 1-

et, thou "Lo pro 1)tesie~t 1:,0 , v l 
ror others, whethH thou kuowE st hat 
:vill be thiIH. own fate, and that r th 
'Defelltler of thE Fmth, thy Sulta 01 

StamlSoul, twenty ;years hence?' 
The old <.Jhafnr, ovet"come with ,10-

·. lent t;urpl'l''f:1, strLred flt hi-i iu e >"t -
: tor, but no answer came. ln n c 1CY­
. 11izing the Sikh he £-ieemell to hu~t' 

1

1,.Jst all power of speech, a11tl the cruwd 
·was under a Bpell. 

I

' * This Yaluahle:o·-rk-- -is-n-ow-b-ei-ng r-epub.i i,d. by 

Ookerdhabhoy f.huwjee, and has bteen r, e v J by 
the Theosophical Society from edit-Or tl ,o gh the 
President of tlie Bombay bra. B. When fin;ehed t 
will be the first edition of the Jan Bil,le, Sutra->lan­
gral,a, or Vihiva. Funnuttee .Sutra, in ex1sten, e, as 
a.11 o! their saered books are kept in secret b) the 

Jaine. 

" If not," continued the intruder 
"th I· ' en will tell thee. Twenty years 
more aml your 'Prini::e of the Faith­
ful' will-fall by the hand of an assas­
sin of his own house. Two ·old nvu, 
one the Da 1ay Lama of t~ Ohri:-:tians, 
the othPr the great prophet of the 
Mos1ems-t}:i.yself-will be i:,imultanc 
ous1y cmshed under the heel of death 
Then, the :first hour will strike of the 
downfall of those twin foes of truth 
Ohristiimity and Islam. The first, a~ 
the more powerful, will sunive th0 
::-econd but both will soon crumble in­
to fragQrnJJt sects ,-ftiich will mutu­
ally e~-ferrnina.te each other·s faith. 
See, thy followers are powerless and I 
might kill thee now, but tho I art in 
the hands of DestinJ, and that-knows 
its own hour." 

Befol'e a hr~nd could be lifted the 
speaker had disappeared This· inci­

.1 dent of itse1f suffieiently proves that 
the . Sikhs might have assas:;inatefr 
Abdul Qhafur at ftuy time had they 

• ehos n to do. And it may be that 
the "M fair Gazette," which in JuBe, 
1877, pr phetical1y observed that the 
rival pontiffs _of Rome aud Swat might 
die simultaneotisly, had htarJ frum 
some "old I11dia11 " this story which . ' 

J the writer a so lrn,d from au • 01 mant 
at Lahore. • -H.P. Bw: ATSKY 
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Theosophy's Secret Or anlzatlon. 

The inuaguration of a 'I1heosophical 
department in the EcHo has been c 
s1dered a groat innovation by mu. y 
old subscribers, from some o whom w 
have received requests to give info1-
mation re13pf:,cting the O der. 

In order to be able to furnish cor­
rect particulars, we desired the chiefs 
of this Secret Brotherhood to inform us 
of such facts as might be of interest to 
the members of other organizations. 
In respcmse the learned Correspond­
ing Secretary has written for this jour­
nal, the deeply interesting article on 1, e 
Arya Somaj, J?rinted in another col­
umn, and which enables the Ecno to 
give the first intimation of the new de­
parture of the Theosophists to the 
brethren of other Secret Orders. 

,ve have also been authorized to 
state that the Order was found d in 
the City of New York in the year 1875. · 
At first it was an open body, but, IatAr, 
it was rn-organized on the principle 
of secrecy, exp ience having demon­
strated the advisability of such a 
change. Persons of either sex are eli­
gible for Fellowship, which is either 
active, rresponcling or honorary. 
Only those are admitted who are in 
sympathy with its objects, and sin­
cerely desire to aid in the promokion 
of the same. No fees are exacted, but 
those who choose may contribute to­
.wards the Society's expenses. No ap­
plicant is received because of his 
wealth or influence~ or rejected be­
cause of his poverty or obscurity. 

We have been further permitted to 
publish the following extracts respect­
ing its fellowship and aims from 
a circular issued to subordinate of­
ficials for use among those desiring to 
affiliate themselves with the Tl eoso­
phists. 
■First-as to Fellowship. It is divided 
into "three Sections, and each Section 
into three Degrees. All candidates 
for active fellowship are required to 
enter as probationers, in the Third 
Degree of the Third Section, and no 
fixed time is specified in which .the 
new Fellow can advance from a:uy 
lower to a higher degree ; all depends 
upon merit. To be ad uitted into the 
highest degree, of the :first section, the 
Theosophist must have become freed 
of every leaning toward any one form 
of religion in preference to another. 
He must be free from all exacting o 
ligations to society, politics d i­
ly. He must be rrndy to lay down 
his life, if necessarv, for the ood of 
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Humanity, and of a brother Fellow of 
whatevtr race, color or ostensible 
er ed. He must 1·(mounce wine and 
every other description of intoxicating 
be1°erages, and adopt a life of strict 
cha■tity. Those who have not yet 
wholly disenthralled themselves from 
religious prejudice, and other forms of 
selfishness, but have a certain progress 
towards self-mastery and enlighten­
ment, belong in the Second Section. 
The 11hird Section is probationary ; 
its members can leave the Society at 
will, although the obligation assumed 
a.t entnnce will contin11ally bin<l them 
to absolute secrecy a to what may 
have been communicated under re­
stricti s." 

he aims of the Theosophical Socie­
appear to be various. We learn 

frorn the document already quoted 
that-" 1t influences its fellows to ac­
quire an intimate knowledgeof natural 
law, especially its occult marufe ta­
tions. As the highest development., 
physicall"" an<l spiritually, on earth, 
of the Creative Cause, man should aim 
tosolve the mystery of bis being. He 
is the procreator of bis species, physi­
call. ·, and having inherited the nature 
of the Unknown but palpabL Cause of 
his own creation, must possess in his 
inner physical self, this creative power 
in lesser degree. He should, there­
fore study to develop his latent pow­
eri;1, and inform himself resp cting the 
law of magnetism, electricity and ~ 
other forms of force, whether of the 
se or unseen uni \"erses. The Society 
teaches and expects its fellows to per­
sonally exemplify the highest morality 
and religious aspiration ; to oppose 
the matelialism of science and every 
forrr of dogmatic theology, espeeially 
the < hristian, which .the Chiefs of the 
Society regard as particularly perni­
ciom ; to make known among Wes­
torn at.ions the long-suppressed facts 
about Oriental religious philosophie8, 
th~ir ethics, chr r10logy, esot.erism, , 
and i:i. mbolism; tocounteract, as far as 
possible, the efforts of missionaries to 
<lelude the so-call~d ' Heathen ' and 
'Page n ' as to the real origin and dog­
mas of Christianity and the practical 
effectE' of the latter upon public and 
privat 3 character in so-called civilized 
count ies; t<1 dis eminate a knowledge 
of the subline teachings of that pur• 
esoter c system of the archaic period, 
which are mirrored in the oldest ¥ e­
das, and in the philosophy of Gautama 
Buddha. Zoroaster and Confucius ; 
final y, and chiefly, to aid in the f'nsti­
tnbon ,f a Brotherhood of Humanity 
whe1eht al a 

every race, shall recognize each other 
as the ·equal effec~ { upon this planet) 
of one Uncreate, Universal, Infinite, 
and Everlasting Cause.' 

It is asserted hy the Heads of the 
Order that within the last two years 
particularly the Theosophists have 
enormously wi<lenl'd the sphere of 
their labors and influence. The London 
Paris, Berlin St. Petersbnrg, 1\Iadrid 
and her European journals have 

discnesed their objects and op­
erations. Throughout India and other 

i>.:"i"l:ioia,1m11m' ons of the Orient, the cremation 
of Baryon De Palm's body and his "Pa­
gan Funeral" in the New York Ma­

emple, have made Theosophy 
household word among the 

Branch Societies have been 
''-Al"'~,,_,eing organize in nine differ­

~stern and Western countries. 
pave been dispatched from the 

pa.re ciety to Great Britain and 
Afndtt One of great influence among 
Free M onr,i, a 32d degree Scottish 
Rite a.son and a Grand Patron of the 
Order of the Eastern Star, has taken 
hia departure for Manilla, Singapore 
and Madras, to found societies and vis­
it corresponding Fellows already ad­
mitted by di foma. We are also in-
formejtha a week or two ago an 
emissary o e Society, a celebrated 
-auth re~ ..... u traveller left New ork 
for Japan entr~stetl ·t1i a mission of 
t liighest importance to the inha ·­
tants of North Eastern Kata on be 
of the Order. So thoroughly, b 
quietly have its labors been perform 
that even mi\ y of the members 
believed to be ignorant of ~ accom• 
plishment of much that has b 
done. 

Finally-it is claimed that the 1'i 

fundamental strength of this Se 
Society is, in the fact that it positiv 

; ly has intimate official and perso 
relations with Oriental Brotherho 
and Mystics, the e ces of whose 
intercourse are of a'tlature to sta.gget 
the most incredulous skeptic. What 
their nature is thu metnbers are bpund 
by oath not to re eal, but they sa 
that they are all sufl,cient to fix one 
faith in the physical powers of md 
upon the rock of knowledge ; and that 
if humanity had the faintEst tlhadow 

I 
of its power ea ,t upon it, the wor 
the ancient Hindu philosopher, Na:_..a 
da, who said: , 

"Never utter these words : I do nol k:?low 
this-therefore it is false. 

" One must study to know, know 
derstand, understand to judge,'' 
would he perpetually before the in-
telligence of the race. 

--·~---·--



AJ. 
ALLIAN«JE OF THEOSOPHY 

,VITO A VEDI«J SO«JIETY 
IN THE FAR ORIENT. 

Madame Blavatsky Narrates the 
History of the Brahmo Somaj 
and the Aryo Somaj-The Con-

ict of the Faiths in India-Why 
the Theosophists no·w Receive 
their Instructions from a Hindn 
Secret Society. 

Christendom sends its missionaries to 
Heathendom at an expense of millions 
drained from the pockets of -would-be 
pious folks, who court respectability. 
Thousands of homeless and penniless 
old men women and children are al­
lowed to starve for lack of funds, for 
the sake, perhaps, of one converted 
"heathen. " All the spare money of 
the charitable is absorbed by these 
dead-head travelling agents of the 
Christian Church. ·what 1s the result? 
Visit the prison cells of so-called Chris­
tian lands, crammed with delinquents 
who have been led on to fe1ony by the 
weary path of starvation, and you will 
have the answer. Read in the daily 
papers the numerous acrounts of exe­
cutions, and you will find that modern 
Christianity offers, pe1·haps uninten­
tionally, but none the less surely, a 
premium for murder and other hein­
ous crimes. Is any one prepareJ to, 
to deny the assertion? Rememb8r 
that, while, many a respectable unbe­
liever dies.in his bed with the com­
fnrtable assurauce from his next of 
kin, aud good friends in general,tlrn,jhe 
is going to hell, the red-handed ci·im­
inal h1:.s but to believe at his eleventh 
hour that the blood of the Savior can 
and will save him, to recei~e the guar­
antee of his spiritual adviser, that he 
will fiud h:mself when launched into 
eternity, in the bosom of Christ, in 
heaven, and playing upon tbe tradi­
tional harp. \Vhy, tben, should an3 
Christi_ n deny himself, the pleasure 
au<l profit of robbing or even murder­
ing his richer neighbor? And such a 
doctrine is being promulg,1ted among 
heathE:n, at the cost of an annual ex­
penditure of millio.1s. 

But, in her eternal wisdom, nature 
rovides antidotes against moral, as 

s agamst mineral flll(l vegetable 
poi ons. '+here are peopl,1 who do not 
co tent themselves with preaching 

andiloquent discour;;es, they act. 
lf such books as Higgim,' " Ancaolyp­
sis," Inrnan's ·'Symbol ,'' and that ex­
traordinary work of an anonymous 
Enal"sh au hor-a Bishop, it is whis-o 

pered-entitled "Supernatural Relig-
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ion," cannot. awaken responsive echoes 
among the ignorant masses, who do 
not read books, other means can be, 
and are resorted to; means more ef-
fectual and which will bring fruits in 
the future, if hitherto, prevented by 
th~ crushing hand of ecelesias.tical and 
monarchical despotism. Those whorn 
the written proofs of the fictitious char­
acter of Biblical authority cannot reach, 
may be saved by the spoken word. And 
this work of disseminating the truth 
among the more ignorant classes is 
being evidently prosecuted by an army 
of devoted scholars and teachers, sim-· 
ultaneously, in India and America. 

The Theosophical Society has been 
of late so much .spoken about; such 
idle tales have been circulated about 
it-its members being sworn to secre-
cy and hitherto unable, even if willing 
to proclaim the truth about it-that 
the public may be gratified to know, 
at least, about one port.ion of its work. 
This much, we are now p~rmitted to 
do, and we embrace the opportunity , 
with alacrity, for, unlike ·our· antago-1 
nists, the Christianl:!, we are 11isposed • 
to declare open war and not resort to 
forgery, intrigue and Mccahiavelism 
to accomplish our ends. The Theoso • 

, phical Society means, if it cannot res­
cue Christians from modern Christian­
ity, at least to aid i saving the "heath­
e1,1" from its in ij ue ce. It is now in 
organized affi]iat • n with the Arya­
Somaj of India. it Western represen­
tative, and, so to ~ay, under t_he order 

• of its chiefs. A y~unger Society than 
the Brabmo Som1µ,j, it was1instituted 
to save the Hi dus from' exoteric 
id?l~tries;_ Brahn;tamsm and Christian 
m1ss10naries. 1 

The purely T eistic movement con­
nected with the jBrahmo Somaj, had its 
origin in t.he B'ame idea. 1t began 
early in the present century, but spas­
modically and with interruption and 
only took concrete shape under the 
leaclership of Baboo Keshub Cbunder 
Sen in 1858. Rammobun Roy, who 
may be termed the combined Fenelon 

• and Thomas Paine, of Hindustan, was 
its parent, his first church having been 
ol'ganized shortly before his death in 
1833. One of the greatest and most 
accute of controversial writers that 

1 

Olll' c 14tury has produced, his works 
(Y\1ght to be translated and circulated 
in every civilized lancl. At his death, 
the work of the Brahmo Somaj was•. 
intenupted. As Miss Collet says, in 
her Brahmo Year Book for 1878, it 
was only "in October 1839 that De­
bendraNath Tagore founded the"Tatt­
vabodhiny Sabha" ( or Society for the 
Knowledge of Truth) which lasted for 

7 twenty years, and did much to arouse 
the energies and form the principles 
of the young church "of the Brahmo 
Somaj.. But exoteric or open religion 
as it is now, it must have been so 
conducted first much on the pl'inciples 
of the Secret Societies, as we are in­
formed that Keshub Cbunder Sen, a 
resident of Calcutta and a pupil of 
the Presiden~y College, who had long 
before quitted the orthodox Brahman­
ical Church and wa~ searching- for a 
purely Theistic religion, "had never 
hea:rd of the Brahmo Somaj before 
1858," (see the Theistic Annuc1J, 1878, 
p 45.) Since then the Brahmo Som'tj, 
which be then joiued has flourished 
and become more popula.r every day. 
vVe now :find it with Somaje estab­
lished in many provinces and cities. 
At least, we learn, that in ·J\foy 1877 
"fifty Somajes have notified their ad­
hesion to the Society and eight of them 
have appointed their representatives." 
Native missionaries of the Theistic 
religion opp•.Jse the Christian Mission­
aries and the Orthodox Brnhmo and 
the work is going on lively. So much 
for the Brnhmo movement. 

And now, with regiud to the Aryo 
Somaj, the "Indian 'fribune " of Alla 
habad uses the following language 
in speaking of its founder : "The first 
quarter of the 16th century was no 
mm·A an age of reformation in Europe 
1han the 1%t of the 19th is in India. 
bitnilar causes to those which had ope­
rated to bring about a might.v refor­
mation in Enrope are, at this mo­
ment, working 111 India. From 
amongst its own 'Benedictines' 
Rwamee Dya Nand Saraswati has aris­
en, who, unlike other reformers, does 
not wish to set up a new religion of 
his own, but asks his countrymen to 
go back to the pristine purity and 
Theism of their Vedic religion. After 
preaching his views in Bombay, Poo­
na, Calcutta, and the N. "\V. Provinces, 
he came to the Punjab last year, and 
here it is that he found the most con­
genial soil. lt was in the land of the 
five rivers, on the bank of the Ind us, 
that the Veilas were :first compiled. 
It was the Pnnjab tbat gave birth to a 
Nanak. And it is the Punjab that is 
making such e:fforts for 'l. revival of Ve­
ili.:i learning and its doctrines. And, 
v,herever Swanee Dya Nand goes, his 
splendid physique, his manly bearing,. 
his erudite discouroes, his thundering 
eloquence, and his incisive logic bear 
down all opposition. People rise p 
and say : ' "\Ve shall remain no longl r 
in this state of jgnorance, we sba.L 
think and act for ourselves, we have 
h11d enough of a crafty priesthood 
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All :Member of Fratc rultlc 
Cut• ed b) Theol gy Death, the t 
Galle)_ and the Rack the Pun-
s unent for Catholic~ clon~­

lng to Secret ~oeictic. 
SlaudeJ•!!I by .Jesuit Editor"' --The 
t..,luu· 1• Fe rful Rccort o 
Horr le Mas ac1·es Romanil'i ! 
the All) of CaJ•ital anti the u, i, 
em) of Labor. ~ 
Along the whole Secret Society line 1 

nothil'g but den nciations from th i 
Catholic priesthood a.re hetull, and \ 
among others at present engaged in i 
this pleasant occ pa.tion of vitupera- ,) 
tion, Father Cuddihy, of d1lford, 
Mass., whose disgraceful con uct haR 

een no~ic d m the NEW YORK Ecno's 
recent issues nd which has since then 
been endor ed by hic:i Bishop, i • no ; 
"starring" through New Englund with 
a lecture in which he argues that Se­
cret 8ocieties are the prevailmg evil 
f the day, the greateat ene es of , 

th Chmch of Rome ttnd the m ,st 
h rtful ob tiuctions to the gaining of 
Imh libt rt) The Jesuit press is also \ 

deavoring to errorize its ignorant 
readers mto the same mfernal hatred 
that it has 0'ver or1w for our differ­
ent OrJers one and all Thie olicy 
of Rome is not modmn, and to show 
hm · e prE ssion of hatred were made 
outwardly m tifest in times past, I 
proposE: to prove what the iolic3 of 
Rome ;vns and probably may be: nncc 
m >re, if the oppo ~unity for its terri 
ble p " r is ever again permitted to 
flC ·l sia ticism. 

The ,m·1ous Bul~s and other pro­
n mci nneutos o-f he Pontiffs I ma) 
rnfer to more full. in a future arti le. 
I . hall simply n te no\ what he :fi. e 1 

following PopeB ha-ve spoken t m 
the mo:,t malignant manner officially 
against SecrPt Societies: 1, Pope Cle 
m nt II .. n 173 Benedict XlV. 
1751, Pius VII., 1K21; Leo XII., 1825 
and the recus1.nt l\iason and U rbo 
nari, the late Pio Nono, during the 
whole of his Pontific1.te. So eagerly 
wos the first o • the8e expressions 
against the I~raternities interpreted 1 

th t the whole machinery of Catholic 
~~urope wa::s mmediately put in mo 
t' on agu.in:;t ecret organizat10ns. One 
C111L inul, Firrao, :vh n promulgating 
( leme.nt s " In eminenti'' Constitutit n 
of l 138, furbad9 all Lod;e m h gs 
under pain of de:1.th,'' , ithout the . 
sligh t hope of p,trdon. The m n 
thousand v~ctims who doubtle suf 
fered at t e 11 nds of th Inquisition 
we sha l 1 e e1 know the 

.pt a fe ho stand rec 
c • ef. Brotlw1 Cruel 1' 

, who ·as c 
1 01 ne t, b 1t wa 

tine 



the inten.:£~sion of Great Brita.in; 
Brother Tournon, a Frenchman, who 
was convicted in 1757, but not daring 
to face Inquisitorial ten ors, solemnly 
renounced Freemasonry and was ban-\ 
ished the kingdom; Brother Coustos, 
who was terribly maltreated by the 
Holy Inquisition at Lisbon in 17 43 for 
the " crime of Freemasonry," and on 
whom the rack and every diabolical 
torture invented by human fiends was 
used until sentence to the galleys was 
pronounced on him; and Count di 
Oagliosiro, who was arrested in 1789 
for founding a Masonic Lodge in 
Rome, was tried by the Inquisition, ' 
condemned to death and finally mur­
dered in the year 1795 in the Pope's 
Castle of Rt. Leon, in the Duchy of 
Urbino. 

The modern policy of Rome is to 
ixcommunicate the members of Fra­
ernities while living and curse them 
hen dead. In Belgium especially 
us has been found to work very sa.t-
6wtorily by the Church; and in Bra-

the Emperor, who is a high grade 

• 1Ia.s-0n, was actually driven into exile 
for refusing to aid theological bigots 
with the secular e.rm. It was in Bra­
zil, too, that a certain Father Montar?, 
lately insulted his monarch by a ser­
mon full of curses and in which, at­
tacking Freemasom:y, he exhortad the 
women " never to consent to allow 
their hu,, bands, brothers or sons to 
ffiliat.e with this society of the 
amned," and threatened if they\ 

should do so " to devote them to the 
flames of hell with the Freemasons." 
From Pennsylvania I learn that Fa­
ther James Bridgeman has been em• 
pluying his valuable time in ·' damn-

1 ing" the members of the Secret Socie­
ties organized in the interests of labor 
at Tamaqua in the Keystone State. 1 

fassachusetts has also been edified 
I 

by the priest who poetically stigma-; 
tizPd the Ancient Order of Hibernian 

1 
brethren as " the lic6 and vermin that 
are crawling over the beautiful body 
of the Catholic Church'' in America, 
and who has, since the EcHo first 
called attention to the qase, excom­
municated an unfortunat • Irish girl 
for attendiug a Hibernian Society ball. 

. One curious phase of the lao_t difficulty ; 
is that although excomrrmmoated the I 

cient Order of Hibernians yet in­
:-ists on its members being good Cath­
olic:,;. If' these are forced out of the 1 

p, 'e of Romanism some 450,000 rank 
au l file of those who have been de­

ibed ab "the bone and sinew of the 
(_ Lurch in America'' will be g1,1,ined to 1 
civi 1zation. Tlnt Rome is evidently 
tu orous can be seen in the stand: 
taken by some of the Catholi9 journals 
that ar: n°'v tr3ing to cajole the Hi-• 
berniau:s into casting aside their se•• 
en t character, ritual, grips and pass­
words. Ca ·dinal l\foO1oskey, thrm1gj1 
hi moui;.ipiece, Vicar General Quinn 

of in the late trouble with , 

• 

' the A. 0. H at St. Francis Xavier's 
foundation stone laying, the following 
extract* from the Decrees of the Bal-
timore Councils, whi.ch show that cir­
cumstances sometimes alter eases: "On 
account of very great reasons the 
Holy Pontilfs have forbid:ien the faith-
ful to enter into any secret societies, 
by whatever name they may be called, 
but bind themselves by oath to ob-
serve secrets, for societies of this na-
ture, entereJ into clandestinely, have 
always the Suspicion and the danger 
of evil. Therefore w,~ admonish all 
priests that no one can receive sacra-
mental absolution unless he shall en-
tirely depart from societies of this 
kind. We therefore exhort and be-
seech in the Lord all the faithful that 
they would abstain entirely from these 
sem:et societies, bearing in mind that 
they are members of Christ and of 
the Church, which as our mother de-
sires her commands to be obeyed and 
that those who are her children ought 
to walk as children of ligh\ according 
to the lioly and divine decrees which 
Christ our Lord has delivered." It 
should be t.he hopet of all to see the' 

* On behalf of Cardinal McCloskey Vicar Gen­
eral Quinn also informed the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians that, as a body, it had, by its oath­
bound secrecy, placed itself under the .egiti­
mate condenmation of Romitu Catholicism. It 
made no difference that all the membets of the 
society professed to be good catholics-it is such 
a society as the church condemns and the order 
received its signs and passwords from Ireland 
periodically. No good Catholic, the Vicar Gen­
eral stated, could belong· to the Order without 
deceiving his priest. 

t Such a hope is not to be realized, for since 

this article has been put into type the Ancient -11"'· 
1 
Hibernians, sitting in convention at Boston, 
have agreed, ithoot a single dissenting voice, 
to a series of resolutions, pract,ically giving up 
their liberty, mdi~duality and organizatio1i. 
One of those thus unanimously adopted reads, 
and only too clearly, as follows: "That if there 
is anything in the Order at present in opposi­
tion to the doctrines of" the church we, as 1.ter 
obedient children, are willing to rectify it as 
soon as her decision is properly announced." 
'rhus in this free Republic the despotic power 
which forced Galileo on his bended knees after 
the torture, murdered Giordano Bruno, Savona­
rola., Hypatia and myriads of othe_rs as nob~e and 
as learned is used with tunble force agamst a 
Secret Order whose only objects are charity, 
unity and mutual benevolence-virtues which 
the church has ever preached bul never prac-
ticed.-[EDITORS EOHo. I 

" Faithful" take a bo'ld stand and not 
be "bulldozed" ou+ of their rights and 
liberties as American citizens by the 
minions of a ~ieign despot. 

But the worst phase of the malig­
nancy of the· UltramontaneE! is their 
refusal to perform the last ceremonies 
over the dead. In this of ten the af­
fections and sentiments of wife and 
mother and sister and child receive 
a life long shock. Two cases among 
others have been brought to our no-

' tice as of special interest. Both oc­
curred in Cincinnati. Father P. Otto 
Jair, pastor of St. John's R. C. Church, 
had refused to bury the hody of Bro. 
Joseph Schauder, a decerLsed Oatholic 
member of the Ancient Ouer of 

U mted vV orkme11 * 1.md a Mason; but 
findi1lg that a coni:!idernble 1mb-lmb 
hau bet:Ju raised he euueavored to ex­
tenuate himself in the " Cincinnati 
Ocmmercial.'' All his s'Ophistrits 
availed him liitle, as his plea that 11 

band o.f music upset his weak nerve,:; 
and his "Please, sir, it wurn't I; it 
wa~ that undertaker as did it, or some 
one else'' was enly laughed at. The 
other case is one in which A.rchbishop 

urcell figures. John Gerke, a mem­
ber of ct, .Masonic Lodge, was a Catho­

olic but hud married a Protestant 
wife. On his death bed he sent for 
the Archbishop of the diocese, wI10 re­
quired him to abjure his Secret Soci­
ety in order to receive extreme unc­
tion. '' Don't you do it, John," urged 

bis wife; "the Masons have been the 
best friends we ·have ever had. Don't 
you do it." Brother Gerke, like a 
sensible man, did not do it, and the 
Archbishop having sternly refused to 
admit his corpse into Catholic conse­
crated ground he was buried in a 
Protestant cemetery, the services at 
the grave being conducted by his 
Lodge. 

As if to be excommunicated, to be 
c rsed, to b8 tortured, to be refused 
burial, etc., etc., was not enough, the 
Church hangs the dead weight of 
slander and libel around our necks. 
The present Bishop of Nimes, Mgr. 
Besson, has just published a pastoral 
letter directed against secret societies. 
After abusing the Gnostics, the Mani­
chees, the Albigeuses, he attacks the 
persecuted Knights Templar; whose 
last Grand Master, Jacques de Mo lay, 
was murdered by Pope Clement V. 
and Philip le Bel, King of France. 
The Templars, says this erudite 
Bishop, left certain secret successors 
breathing deadly hatred against Kings 
and Popes. The Puritan Cromwell, 
who had Charles Stuart beheaded,was 
their coming man. He cama, says 
learned Mgr. Besson, to be "the first 
head of the Freema,sons in EnglA.nd 
and Charles I. their first victim." 
Then, in the eighteenth century, the 
secret societies, or as the Catholics call 
them the sect, ovenan Europe. and j 

" produced either wars, revolutions or 
troubles in every country. Some of 
the most noted members were Fred­
eric the Great, Voltaire, Choiseul, 
Pombal; D'Aranda, Tanucci. Its first 1 

exploit was the expulsion of the Jes- i 
uits." So much for a Frenchman's I· 
view of the Fraternities; but it was I 
left for the _.Irish-America!!_ editor of 

* In a recent number the Oatholio Union sta• 
ted: "We have heard from interested parties, 
and the same story has beenin<lnstriously spread 
through the columns of certain newspapers, 
that the venerable Archbishop of Omcinnati had 
given hearty approval to the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen. Even were t' ,fa the case it 
ceuld only affect Catholics in that diocese, and 
would have no bearing on those dwelling, in 
other localities, ~ere the prohibition of the 
Ordinary is well known. But we can positively 
state from reliable information that His Grace 
of Ciucinnati has given no such sanction." 





1 fers a far greater benefil oy . howing 
1 the true source of their .specr,lative 
I mysteries and the esoteric knowltdge 
1 and powers possessed by the Brothers 
of the East. It was this which 1 •d 
the " Rovereign Grand ~hster Gener­
al" of England and Wales to send the 
above mentioned diploma, which in 
due time will make the Corresponding 
Secretary of the Theosophical Soc1et, 
be regarded as one of the best and 
truest friends of Masomy. I .-DHANUS, F .T. s. 

Theosophy. 
It js whispered 11,at a movement is in pr ress 

to affiliate the members of the Brotherhoo of 
Luxor with the third Theosophical section. Ir 
this take place the Luxontes will no longer 
have a seperate existence. 

Written for THE ;s-Ew\:on.KE no 

THEOSOPHY AND MAS01 T r. 
HE CRITICS OF " ISIS l •• 

"\ EI LED,. CRITICISED. 

Hi 11 'lfa;oni Ho or!i Bestowed .! t ie (;orrcspondin;,;- Se<"l"ctary 
of the Secret Society of Tbeoso­
p 1• ,;-CagJioi;tro, JJiasonvy anll 
S1>i ltism. 

For some time pa~t the Secret So-
cieti.es d the world of literature have 1 

been considerably exercised over two 
remarkable volumes written by l\Iad- i 

ame H. P. Blavatsky, a lady of . mar-\ 
vellous erudition and an adm:1"able 
example of whose literary style m her 
article on the "Ahkoond of Swat" was 
ph,celi before the readers of the NEW 
YoRK EcHoin its last number. The 
authoress of" Isis Unveiled, J:-Master 
Ke ' to the Mysteri')s of Ancient and 

J Rel. • " f Modern Science n.nd . • ig10n, or 
such is the full title of the work I re­
fer to is a Rllssiau by nationality, an 
A ,fa.tic by birth, and the Corr~spond­
' -.:!ecretarv of the Theosophical So-.ng .J • k . 
ciety. The fir,;t volume of her boo IS 
dev~ted to a car fol analysis of the 
claims of !iCieuce. and the secon~ to. an 
impartial yet searching investI~ation 
into theological dogmas and th~1r nu­
merous outgrov. ths. To me l ap-

I s l·t would have been absolutely 
pM' "l • • "ble for anY other author wit 1 1mp0ss1 . 

ordinary means at commanif to nave 
made anything approaching the ex­
traordinhry use ...ladame Blavatsky 
has of her waterials. That such is 
generally conceded to be the case I 
need only allude to the great favor 
·' li:!1s Unveiled" has received as a 
rnle at the hands of the critic-s. Of 
these, Most. Worshipful John W. i­
mons, 33d degree, and Pi st Grand 
Master of New York State, in a re­
view which appeared in the )I sonic 
columns of the "New York Dispatch· 
of October 7 fast, editorially sa 

"To the scholar, Masonic stud&nt'I' p r­
ticularly, and the si,ecialist, to tL p i­
lologist and the archooologi thi,;. 
work will be a most valuable ' 
tion, aiding them in their labor 
giving to them the only clue t 
labyrinth of confusion in which 
are involved." This was great 
indeed and only equalled by i. tate­
ment which appeared in the s me re­
view to the effect'that "'Isis Un veiled 
should be in the hands of every M· -
son." A newspaper that may b.., safe­
ly called the most enterprising in the 
world, the "New York Herald," in it 
review of Madame Blavatsky's work. 
stated that '' With its striking pecu­
liarities, its audacity, its ,ersati it., 
and the prodigious variety of sub;;e, . 
which it notices and handles, i_t is oLe 
of the most remarkable productions of 
the nineteenth century.'' A.mong the 
numerous journals on the other side of 
the Atlantic that favorably noticed 
'Isis Unveiled" one of the most im­

portant," Public Opinion," gave as its 
opinion that it was "one of the m01:,t 
extraordinary works of the nineteenth 
century." 

So much f~r judicious and compe­
tent critics ; but, unfortunately, and 
partly I suppose in consequence of 
~Iadaroe Blavatsky being au adept of 
many Oriental Secret Socrnties, she 

as been favored ,vitb. the unreasona­
ble strictures of cGrtain other critics, 
who, afflicted, perchance, with an at­
tack of the "green-eyed monster," 
gnaw the file of her "Isis Uuveile<l:" 
The burden of the complaint of these 
cavilers IS that the title is a misnomer 

. -~-- -- ·----
,. A proofophe discriminative appreciation of 

"his Unveile,d" by the Masonic students of,.the 
Orient is eviil'enced in the fact that a pamphlet 
has ju~t been p~ blished at Bombay, India, liter­
ally filled with quotations from :Ma(lame Blavat­
sky's work. Its_title is-" A Di~cou\"se on Ary­
ans and Freemasonry." Hurnschundra Chi.1-
tamon, the author of this brochure, first deliv­
ered it as an address, at the Freemasons' Jam­
shedji Nll,Qroz.Festival, held at the :illasonic Hall, 
13ycullt., 13cimbay, on the 20th of March last.­
EDITOJLS ECHO, 

auJ a pretence, since "Isis., is in 
truth not" unveiled" lSy the author. 
Madame Blavatsky has also lvee11 treat­
ed to a long moral lecture, because 
what the £,astern fraternities have 
kept in sacrtd secrecy she does not 
presume to roveal to the profane. 
Such twaddle can be Justl, stigmatiz­
ed as the quintessence of stupidity. 

Pa1 tly to meet tliis difficulty, let 
me glance at an nnalogous case-Hut 

of Masonry. Every speculatffe 
on knows that even the mrnor 

purely exoteric secrets o. tl1e Lodg .... 
notwithstanding many so-called ex-, 

, posures, have, since their inception in 
1717, been kept substantially iuviolatc. j 
And yet if everything hidden in Ma­
sonry had been exposed, no harm 
\'iOuld have resulted to the communi­
ty. The most vicious or ignorant 
man could not U3b the " substitute for 
the :\!aster's word" to help a friend 
or harm an enemJ. There are no! 
pr riious mysteries which, if exposed, I 
would raise a whirlwind or topple over I 
a mountain. 

Why, then, if such hai-mless secrets 
a those of l\Iasonry are kept buried 
within the bosoms ·,of the brethren, 
hould a gaping and wonder-hunting 

p blic expeitt an initiate of the Orien-
1 esoteric brotherhoods, which to 

Ll.Y certain knowledge, Madame Bla­
ut"ky uncrrnstionably is, to tell what 

lies behind the ,eil of the temple, the 
hP ··nwi? This i::ee1 ·& ridiculous. 

who can ;r :lI Yats v 

·is rmeil w rceivm 
t she h s ·.ed of the 

veil as was proper, auc at 1ea1,t gf't-

I 

ing a glimmer of the true light which 1 

has been idden, must sadly lack in­
tuit,ion. 'Fhe book has been a verita-1 
1le revelation to many, as 1·egards the 
occult philmrophy, antl much is made 
plain, or can b dimly seen, that be­
·ore was dar:k. 

Judging these criticisms from an­
other standpoint, one can ask, "Vi 7ho 
was lsis, and what the veil to be lift­
ed '.' ' The ans~r could be made, 
L-:is may be regarded as she was rec­
~ rnzed by tbe Ancient Egyptians-a 

simple Pantheistic conception. The. 
_ oddess lsis is Nature, or " the ..ill 
tLat was, that. is, that shall be.'' She, 
as m ,ther or nurse of all things fer­
restial and.celestial, can be" unveiled;'' 
m other words, the mysteries of the 
entire kosmos can be compreheuded 
by pljJosophy, tliro✓ugh the aid of the 
" cret sci<>nces. 

I remember that, two years ago, 
one ~Ir. -Corbyn, undertaking to crit­
icise cerlaiu articles on "Rosicrucian­
ism" which appeared in the lately re-, 
suscitated " Spiritual Scientist" made 
the '1bsurd statement that no woman 
had been or could be admitted to the 
degrees of Masonry. Suffice it to say 
that the Sovereign Sanctuary of the 
)Iemphis Rite* in Englttnd and Wales 

---------
-.A;to the, relative value of the seventy and 
odd different Masonic Rites that bay., been in 
existence since the birth of Speculative 1Iason­
ry in 1717 Bro. Kenneth R. H. ::llackenzie, the 
a"blest exp~nent of the Craft now living, sitys :­
" There is nothing to distingui.sh 111 point of 
verity between the founde~· o.- introducer of one ' 
Rite over another. It must depe1,d up,m the I 
coherence and intellectual value of the Rite, 
which become$ quite superflnou8 where there is 

1 no substantial advan'.age_ . gained fo: the true. 
arcfoeological and scient1!ic value of l\Iasonry, 

1 under what&ver 11ame the Hite ma_v be formula­
ted." Ap,·opos of this, womight add, thatwhil.e I 
hunting through the columns of the Jlaso,.·,c 
Mirror for the year 1868, we came across the fu,­
lowi 1g. in the isijue of March 7 • -" Th ud,r-
•ii.tnecl. m 3 tbe Ancient and A, '" ted. 



/ , 

} 111,sonry, an 
ounc1l of the ~orthcrn Juris liction, ll) active 
· honorary memlJcrship,JePm ng thdr a. 'egiance 

to that body as superior to auy other system of 
'£neffablo I\Iasonry, hase dissolved their connec-

' m v.,th th<: Rite of Memphis, and hereby de­
·lare unauthorized, the further use of r.hell' 
iames iu connection therewith. (Signed,] John 
"I{. tlimons, 33cl Degree; Clinton F. Paige, 33d 
egree; Orrin Welch, 33d Degree; John L. 
ewis, 33cl Degree." '!;his shows that although 

these distinguished brethren seceded from the 
:U:emphis Rite in 1868, they had, nevertheless, 
up to that date acknowledged themselves in l_rnr­
mony with, and theruby mdorsed, ts 9enume­
ness. The difficulty with 111. W. BrJ. John W. 
Si1,1ons 8,nd hio co-signers was merely a question 
of allegiance to ':>Il€ uf the two Ri Tlrny cho_s l 
the Scotch Rite: .hers seh,ct ·d the )l.,mph1s. 

EDITO.11!, Ec:.:o. 

has sed to Madams Ra.atsky, 
tLrongh John Yarbr, E ''l· the 'Thrice 
Jllu, tri u Sovereign G nd faster 
Gene1·al, the diploma of some of the 

. highest honors of th:1t Order. . The 
• full text of_ this inteTestin_ oc,nnent 
• is as follows : 

'l'o the glory of the ti bli. 1e A.rehltect cf 
the Universe : 

A_ncient and Primitive Rite of Masonry, 
~env<:d through the charter of the Sovereign 
Sanctuai·y of America from the Grand Coun­
cil of F~ance. 

Salutation on all points of the triangle. 
Respect to the Order. 

, fnle:-u.:. Pe,., truth. 

To all illustrious ,md enlightened M. ,ons 
th_roughout the world - rnion, prosperity, 
fnendsh1p, fraternity. 

We, thv Thrice llustrious Sovereign 
Grand ::Uaister General, and we the Sovereio-n 
Grand Oon_s rvators, 33d and last degree "'of! 
lhe So'l"ere1gn ::;anctuary for England, Wales, 
ete., deror ted \\ ith the grand star of Sirius, I 
etr. et G lid Commanders of tue Three 
Legion, f linigh ,; o • •son "· by vir-
tue u! th • '"' '1thority w vhich e are in- I 
vested, h • declared and prud in.cl, and 
by ~hese ~resents do declare an I proclaim I 
our 111 stnous ,ind enlightened l;ister H. r. 
Blnvatsky_ to be an Apprentice, Compunion, 
Perfect Mistress, Sublime Elect Scotch Lady, J 

Grauel J!;lect, Chevalie1·e de R-Ose Croix 
Adonaite Mistress, l'erfect Venerable Mis~ 
tress, and a Ci·owned Princess of the Rite of 
Adoption. 

GiYen under our hands and the seals of 
the Sovereign Sanctuary for England and 
Wales, sitting in the Valley of London, this 
24th day of November, 1877, year of true 
light 000, 000, 000. 

J om, Y ARKEn, 38d Degree, S ovn, G . M. 
}I. C.1.sPARI, 33d Degree, Grand Oh,mcellor. 
A. D. LoEwE.'STA.RK, 33d Degree, G. Secty. 

. John Yarker, Esq., whose signature 
1s aJ_Jpeudecl i'O tl is !locument, i.~ a 
member of one of the oldest Eno-lisb 1 

families, and a distinguished author. 
is works on the hist.ory and clevelop­

menh; of Masonry and Rosicrucianism 
n.re world-known and considered 
,tanclarcl Among these might be 
mentioned his valuable " Scientific and 
Religious Mysteries of Antiquity,'' an 
American edition of which has just 
been i'-sued by J. 'iY. Bouton, the New 
York publi ·her. Besides being Grand 
.\Iaste1 of :seYerul important English 
3-mnd 1Ia,;vnic hollies, including the 

itf> uf Sweclenborg, 1Ir. Yarker is 
abo Pa::,t Grnnd l::,enior ,Varden of 
the c+rancl Lodge of Greece. He is 
ike ,ise Arch-Censor of the Hindu 
Secret Society of the Sat Bhai, and a 
Coriesponcling Fellow of the Theo-­
,,ophie:al Society. 

Xo higher ;i.nark , £ 1Iasonic honor 
·oltlcl be c011ferred upon a woman . 

1 <'"1 " 1 ' :., 1ld be remerohP•·-

. 1,:- _ era as an 1s oricar event 
of importance, :!ike the initiation of 
other eminent h:liee m Blue Lodge 
Masonry. A.mong tho.;e notably dis-

' tinguished were (1) the _yo;ngest 
daughter of Viscount Doneraile the 
Honorable :Mrs. Aldworth, who receiv­
ed the first and second degeees of 
Craft Masonry :.1bou-; 1735, at Done­
raile, Ireland, in Lodge 44, on the 
Irish Grand Lodge Register ; (2) 
'Madame de Xaintrailles, ,~·ife of the 
celebrated French Revolutionary gen-

' eral of that name, and whleL. lady, 
after having servocl her country in the 
caYalry " as a man, was ag • uade a 
man for her brc.,thren" in fo. Lodge 
of" Freres Artistes," at Pi::.:.·~, under 

, th~ direction of Worship " _fa ter 
Brother Cuvelier de Trie • and [3] 
the Countess Haideck, wh,, as iniat-1 
ed pa;;sed and raised to th3 raft de­
grees in Hunga:r;y, a year ,,r two ·1go, 
and participated in the . e:·btra i~ns 
of the Grnml Orient of Hun 6ary .,t its 
recent sesi;iou. In the face of th1 se 
belies of noble family having rer i, ed 
Masonic <l<'gr"es, it 11;, I l •e· 1:,,. 

proper that the mystic ·Jraft should be 
informed th~~ l\IH,dame Elan,tsky is, 
to say nothin/g of culture, equal to the 
highest of th1e in poio.t of rank and 
birth. ; 

If , e exambe he l\fosoni<! history 
of Count es dro dj Cagliostro, the 

I 

~ar~yr. 1 .. : •eenth century tlleusoph­
lC Hctim e, t.;a.tb<:'lic Rome, we find, 
him i 
l\Iasonry 
mitt l 

zie's "R . 
voluminou 
ity upon 
written b 
Fell°' uf 
we find th 

_fasun:.c Cyclopedia "-a 
taud .- . EnJlish author­

he snbje 't treated, and I 
a Brifo'11 U01Tesponding 
be Theosophical Socie~y, I 
11eopbyte at the conclu­
initiation thus addressed 
• been breathed upon by 
fistrcss from forehead to 

chm : '' I t ms breath upon you to 

1 
cause the truths pos ~sed lw ua to 
germi • and penetrate with'n .:our 

] heart ; _I _b • athe upo:p.. you to fo;·tify I 
your spmt ial part ; 1 breatlit, upon 
you .to co firm you in the faith of 
your bro 1 ·rs and sis~ ers according to 
the engag ents whiyh you have con-
tracted. ·,-i create you a legitimate 
daughter the true Egyptian Adop-
tion and o the Lodge ; we ·will that 
you be re • anizecl as such by all the 

, brothers a sistE:rs of the Egyptian 
1 ritual, ana that you ~njoy the same 
prerogatives with them. Lastly we 
impart to you the supreme pleasure of 
being henceforth and forever a F!·ee 
l\'Iason." 

In the Masonic Lodges which C'1g­
liostro presided ~over, clairYopunce 
au.cl Spiritism were brought into play. 
During one important degree, "a 
you;n6 girl, or sometimes a bo:y, in it 
state of innocence and called a pupil 
or dove," took part in the proceedino·s 
With gn;1lu ceremony the Chief of the 
T.., 

power 1.te possesseu u uomrnumcatm;-;g;:.·.,...-=""...,. ... ~::­
with pure spirits." The l\IaBter then 
had placed before him the "doye" and 
the lll bers po1ued forth aspfrr!ions 
-' in order that the power granted to 
the Grand Ifophta might be exercis-
ed." The pupil or dove being clothed 
in a long white robe, adorned with 
bl e ribbons and a red scarf was en-
closed in the Tabernacle, which was 
I hung with white. In the door of the 
Tabernacle was a 'IYindow tlron "·h 
which she gave her responses, a~d 
within the Tabernacle was a seat with a 
small table on which three tauers were 
burning.' Formulre were th;n repeat­
ed by the Master to invoke the pres­
ence of spirits, an :l when they present­
ed themselves to the eyes of the seer 
01· dove certain questions as to the 6.t­
ness of the candidate were answered 
and responses were given. 

,Vhen Cagliostro, as Grand Koph­
ta of Egyptian :Masons, visited tne 1 

SwedenhorgianMasonf:! a,t their rooms 
in the l\liddle Te pl London, in 
1789, they, rcordlllg to liackenzie, 
th u 'H.tw, 

AIJtlrog-_ nous ~fabonn. ur the 
of Adoption, • ·;.i,1 but an· e olution of 
~he ideas of Cagli , ... tr,.,, who '.:.i 'J be 
Justly con-;i,· ered its real founJer. 
The first Gradd )Iistre:;,, of the A.dop-
tJ.•e Rite in F1 nee \ ... s iliE Dll(•he~s 
dJ Bourbon, a princess of the royal 
house of Capet. In 1805 the unfortu-
mi.te Empress Josep ine, wife of the 
great Napoleon, was installed Grand 
Mistress of the " Lo,;e ImpE>rial d' 
Adoption des Francs Chevaliers." 
These Lodges Wl·re under the imme-
diate jurisdiction of the Grand Orient 

, of France, the body through whose 
j auth~rity it bwill be seen by the diplo­
ma. given a ove, :Madame Elavatsky 
I h!!!_ directly derived this well-merited 
I honor. I~ is also uoliceable that the 
bosom friend and co-worker with 
Count C:i.gliostro, the Cardinal Prince 
de Rohan, for years ruled as Grand l 

Master oYer the Grand Orient of l 
France and the Scotti h Rite bodies 
there. - I 

Those who have even glanced 
through Maclarp.e Blnsa.tsky's book 
must bEJ aware that she de, otes much 
space to an analysis of the claims of 
l\,~asonry to an inheritance of Arcane I 
wisdom from the mystics of the Orient. 
In this she had., during the' progress 
ot her Yolumes through the press; the i 
personal adviee and corroboration of 
many high grade Masons and authors 
of works on tfae craft. Strangely 
enough, however, some of the hio·hest 
officials among American M:sons 
would put the w~·k and all Masons 
who favor its circulation under the 
ban. From seme of them unfledged 
"Daniels come to judgment,'' myself 
and others have already suffered an­
noyunce and impertinence. These 
gentlemen do not perceive that for 
ev_ery apparent injury clone to modern 
craf~ l\fa;K>nry, modern Templari.sm, 
and t1ie S •ni-ti<:l, 'Rite, the book con-



atingthE>m th:itanothe'f _;Pne- '. 
,t see cvol ·ed from these 

·norant ones, :i. new dy.1as1y, I 
\ ch11rchPs, rew eco~1omic!-, 

1 mitting fr~etlom, nE::w socie-
6 falsehood." The air then 
ant with the song of cheer- ) 

, L the wilderness conveJtpd 
I' 

1·•share into the saviors of 
• I, the Community and Hu­

ALICE HYNEMAN Rm:t. 
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