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CHAPTER VI.

A CONVERSATION EN ROUTE.

• elfish motives must be abandoned—Power of the mind—Mind illim- 
liable -Shall disease beat it.'—Prayer not always answered— 

.a êr and miracles—Prayers answer themselves—To whom 
we praj, ? Shall we use medicine?—Why medicines are 

e l̂f?'es 600<̂ Biblical remedies—Naaman’s case—Other 
f "°dd must be cured of sin—Physical and moral de-
si mi ltS Uhy are people sick?—People must be saved from 
. 1 ' J as consequences alone—Love as a remedy—Story of 
die spider Are thoughts things?

°r be'V^61̂ 011 Wn° Wan Ŝ Power the Holy Ghost, 
th'in h ln  ̂POWer’ Just while he can make more out of it 
jt can out of something else, and who is ready to drop
Sel f i s h tlnie ^°r something more remunerative, is too'* 
jn  ̂ ’ in a worldly sense of the word, to rise sufficiently 
divi 16 rea r̂n the spiritual, to be trusted with this 
k ,ie P°wer. 'Che one to do this work should not only 
^ Av him or herself as a spiritual being, but must prize 

“ exercise of this spiritual power above everything this 
Jrhl can afford. Study not only spirit and mind, but 

lsc yourself to reflect on
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THE POWER OF SPIRIT.

Fish can swim in the sea; reptiles can crawl on the 
ground; eagles can soar in the air, and fleet-footed 
quadrupeds can scale the hills and go through the valleys 
with almost the fleetness of the eagle; but man—im
mortally and infinitely endowed man—is superior to 
them all. Brains— mind—spirit, cannot be compared 
to the fins of a fish, the wings of a bird or the springs 
in'the limbs of a hare or hound.

While it is true that man may not swim through the 
waters as the fish, nor over them as the swan, he can 
and does build steamships which defy both wind and 
tide and carry him safely and swiftly over old oceans 
mighty depths. Man may not, as yet, as the birds do, 
fly across rivers and lakes, but mind, spirit, spans the 
one with suspension bridges and skims over the other in 
floating palaces. While man may' not traverse the 
plains with the fleetness of the antelope or reindeer, he 
can put his iron horses—horses he has made, as God 
did man, from “ the dust of the ground,’ into harnesses 
of steam, and spin across continents in flying palaces. 
While man has not the strength of claw or jaw of the 
lion or tiger, yet mind—spirit has crowned him their 
king. Mind by producing gun-powder and dynamite 
fells the kings of the forest as though they were grass
hoppers.

Mind takes a heap of sand from the lake shore and
combines it with ore from the hill-side and manufactures
a machine that brings distant worlds to our own doors,
and tells what they are made of— worlds undreamed of
by the keen sighted eagle. Mind through the microscope,
which it has invented and made, has discovered worlds
of living, moving, competing intelligences in a single 
drop of water. ^
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Of everything in the universe, mind alone— spirit  
alone is unlimited, and illimitable. The voice of the 
gods speak to old ocean, saying, “ thus far shalt thou 
go, and no farther, and here shall thy proud waves be 
stayed;” but mind, immortal as God, its Sire, Divine as 
its infinite source, is as infinite as the Universe— as limit
less as eternity.

Now shall this all potent mind allow disease to beat 
it? Shall spirit, immortal spirit, all potent spirit, allow 
disease to beat it? Shall omnipotent spirit fail to control 
and care for the body it has builded? It cannot be that with 
this essential man will or can fail in driving disease from 
the body. \ \  herever there is failure the spirit has been 
ruled and clogged by the animal.

PRAYER NOT ALWAYS ANSWERED.
In a former chapter I offered a few thoughts on prayer 

and its answer, but it occurs to me that there were some 
important things left unsaid.

A few more words may assist in a comprehension of 
the subject. Prayer does not always yield the promised 
results; and should not. The conditions for obtaining 
blessings from the realm of the spiritual in answer to 
prayer, are very fine—very subtle.

When David prayed for the life of his child, his prayer 
was not answered,his child passed away notwithstanding 
his “ strbng cries and tears.” 2 Sam. xii: 16.

When Jesus prayed for his own life: “ Father, let
this cup pass from me,” his prayer was not answered.
See Matt, xxvi: 39.

When Paul besought the Lord thrice, that the thorn 
might be taken out of his flesh, the only answer he re
ceived was: '‘My grace is sufficient for thee." iC o r .

'"Hundreds of other exceptional cases may be found in
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and out of the Bible, where men have asked amiss that 
they might consume it upon their lusts, and prayer was 
not answered. Prayer on proper subjects, when prop
erly presented, contains the seed out of which its answer 
grows. Prayer never works miracles—never changes in
evitable law; when prayers are answered it is always by 
bringing a stronger law to bear. In prayer we put forth 
an energy, which will, all things being equal, bring the 
results sought. There is something in prayer which 
goes from the one who prays to the one prayed for— 
something carrying a germinating—a quickening power. 
This force is medicine to the sick— “ a balm for every 
wound.” “ Pray without ceasing. ” Pray always; pra\ 
ever; praver itself contains the elements of its answer. 
In using prayer you are using a remedial force a power 
which operates directly on the one prayed for; or on 
yourself, and thus prayer contains the elements of it=
answer.

Incantations, empty forms of words, have little or no 
effect; but when the living spirit breathes through 
prayer, the prayer, or the spirit force through prayer, is 
all potent. It sends out from within, a something 
which unites and co-operates with the world of force 
above and beyond us. and thus does the needed work.

Permit me to say here, where there is sincerity and 
one believes in the one to whom prayer is made, it mat
ters little to whom you pray; prayer being only a 
spiritual exercise. Rev. Robert Taylor informs us that 
Catholics have been known to pray to the “ holv dog, 
St. Tourer, and they declared that their praters were 
answered with wonderful promptness. Probably it 
would be hard to find a person to-day who believes that
Touser answered their prayers, vet f 
to dispute their claim. The - sm not prepared 

incerity of soul force going
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out into the realm of spirit c o -o p e ra te d  w i th  t h e  w o r ld  
of spirit force, and caused th e  p r a y e r  to  g ro w  its o w n  
answer. The answer is th e  n a tu ra l  a n d  le g i t im a te  fru it  
which grows on the tree  of p rayer .

A writer says:
“Prayer is properly not to the Infinite All,but to the all that is in all; 

the manifest fatherhood, the motherhood, the sonship. It is a m ono
logue to no auditor; it is its own glory, its own comfort, its own 
answer. As a song is, so is a prayer. As a poet who sings his soul 
into rhyme and rhythm, so is he who prays love, faith, honor, h op e .”

I have made these rem ark s  on p r a y e r  to  t ry  to  g e t  
the reader to com prehend  its ra t iona l le .  T h e  m i s - b e 
lief of many good C hris t ians  on th is  q u es t io n  h a s  d r iven  
thousands of good men and  w o m en  in to  d i s -belief  in 
prayer; and caused them  to  re leg a te  th e  w hole  su b je c t  
to the stow-away of w o rn -o u t  supers t i t ions .

PHYSICAL REMEDIES.
I have been frequently  asked  w h e th e r  I cons ide red  it 

in order for spiritual healers  to  use phys ica l  rem edies .
I answer this with bo th  a “ y e s ,” and  a “ n o .” N ever  
take the props from under  people  until they  can s ta n d  
without them. E ven  when you know peop le  a re  able 
to stand on their  feet, d o n ’t force the ir  c ru tches  from 
them; either induce them  to  give them  up, or perm it  
them to use them.

There are very m any so thoroughly  on the  physical 
plane tha t  they can only see with the ir  eyes and hear  
with their ears. On the  sam e hypothesis  th a t  some need 
physical phenom ena to  teach  them  spiritual things, 
they may need supposed inert  drugs, on which for their  
physical system to  work while nature  relieves them  of
their pain.

J >  it r e m e m b e r e d ,  sp ir it  d o e s  th e  h e a l in g ,  w h e t h e r
remedies are or are not used. B u t  there is spirit— yes,
, - ;n all things. I arn not sure th a t  there  isthere  i» u i c  »»» ^
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not a genuine spiritual help sometimes imparted in what 
is called medicine. Medicines are the condensations, 
the spirit of what they represent; and anything that will 
hold and infuse spiritual strength may possibly in some 
cases, be good. It is just possible that much of our 
rank opposition to all material remedies is off of the 
same piece with the opposition, once so common against 
mediums studying, as the spirits were expected to ed
ucate their mediums. In this, do not understand me to 
encourage too much leaning on props; if medicine is 
taken, take it for the spiritual power there is in it,—not 
for the inertia of the drug.

While I would not object to drugs being used by cer
tain people, at certain times, I do most decidedly ob
ject to spiritual healers, who have not maae materia 
viedica a study, using them. We should never, in any 
case, claim more than we have. If medicines must be 
used, let an honest and intelligent physician be called. 
Let some one who is in that line of business administer 
the “ crutches” needed, until the feet gain strength. In 
many cases the remedies have something of the effect on 
the system they are recommended to have; this should 
not be denied. Beside, until the patient is sufficiently 
born into to comprehend something of spirit and its 
power over the body, he, as a spiritual being, may be 
more passive and more yielding where, what the doc
tors call “ remedies,” are used. As before observed, 
when a person is living on the physical plane, his physi
cal ailments sometimes may yield to the thought that 
goes with a drug when the drug itself may have little or 
no power. Thus, even colored water and bread pills 
are sometimes effectual as remedies.

Not an element is ever taken into the stomach to sus
tain life but that contains spirit; it is the spirit in the
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bread and potatoes we eat tha t  feeds us. W h e n  we get 
far enough along so that we can extract the  life-giving 
elements from the atmosphere and appropria te  it in our 
daily living, then we will no longer need materia l  food 
and drink. That time I confidently expect to come. 
So when we have spiritually developed far enough so 
that we can draw all we need directly from the fountain 
of spirit, then we will no more think of using remedies 
than we would think of riding in the old stage-coach or 
plowing with the old wooden plow, used by our great 
grandfathers.

Even in Bible times and among Bible makers, touches, 
magnetism, drugs and other material remedies were 
sometimes used. All of this proves tha t  the patient 
must, by some means, be rendered negative and recep
tive; and anything that would do tha t  was considered 
legitimate.

B I B L IC A L  R E M E D I E S .

David said: “ Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean.” Psa. li: 7.

Isaiah recommended a poultice of figs for King Heze- 
kiah, when he was sick. Is. xxxviii: 21.

Jesus used saliva and clay as a remedy on the blind 
man’s eyes. He also used spittle and a touch in the case 
of the deaf man who had an impediment in his speech. 
See Mark vii: 32; also viii: 23.

Paul recommended wine for Timothy’s stomach and 
often infirmities. 1 Tim. v: 23.

James advised to anoint the sick with oil, praying
for them. Jas. v: 14.

Jesus’ disciples, when they went to heal the sick,
anointed t h e m  w ith  oil.  Mark, vi: 13-

The trood S a m a r i t a n  pou red  oil and w in e  in to  the 
wounds of the m a n  w h o  fell a m o n g  th ieves .  Luke xl: 34.
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Isa iah  speaks  of mollifying wounds, bruises and putri- 
fy ing sores w ith  o in tm en t .  Isa. 1: 16.

T hese ,  and  m a n y  o th e r  instances, show that in the 
B ib le  times, and  am o n g  Bible people, there was no set 
fo rm ula  of words or work, no one method to be adopted 
in hea l ing  the  sick. M ateria l  remedies were sometimes 
ignored, bu t  no t  always. I t  was so common in Old Tes
ta m e n t  t im es  to heal by laying on of hands, rubbing, 
or m ak ing  passes, or “ stroking, ” th a t  Naaman, the leper, 
was m ad  w hen E lisha ,  ins tead  of “ striking, or, as the 
m arg in  reads, “ moving his hand  up and down over the 
afflicted body, o rdered  him to baptize himself seven 
t im es  in th e  r iver Jo rdan .  See 2 Kings v: 11.

S om etim es  people  were healed by a touch, as in Matt, 
xiv: 35. L ukex i i i :  12. Som etim es  Jesus healed people 
by tak ing  them  by the  hand, and speaking to them, as 
in L uke  viii: 54. S om etim es  by a word, as in John, iv: 5°- 

P e te r  healed  by the use of the  eyes. Acts iii: 4- 
Som etim es  people were healed by prayer  and the laying 
on of hands. Acts xxviii: 8. Som etim es  even the shadow 
of an apostle  passing over a sick person it was sup
posed would cure him. Acts v: 15-16. Sometimes the 
healing was sudden, as in Matt, xv: 28. Sometimes 
gradual as in John iv: 52.

PHYSICAL AND MORAL DISEASE.
I have several times in timated tha t  the healing of 

physical maladies is not the  great end to be attained as 
a result of this unfoldment. Indeed, if the world were 
cured of its sins it would not long need physicians to 
elevate it out of its sicknesses. If we are what we 
should be we are “ the light of the world ;” and we are 
to heal the world of vice and crime, as well as of physi
cal maladies. It is true, our light may, for a time, like 
th a t  of o ther  days, “ shine in darkness ,” and the dark-
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ness may com prehend it no t ,  y e t ,  if t h e  w o r ld  is e v e r
saved, it must be saved by th is  l igh t.

In looking at the w orld ’s m o ra l  d e l in q u e n c ie s ,  w e  h a v e  
ever looked through different len ses  f ro m  t h o s e  w e  u s e  
when we diagnose its p hys ica l  a i lm e n t s .  W e  h a v e  
pitied and tried to cure th e  c o n s u m p t iv e  a n d  r h e u m a t i c  
patient, while the m ost  of us h a v e  b la m e d ,  im p r i s o n e d  
and even killed the  k le p to m a n ia c ,  t h e  b u r g la r  a n d  th e  
murderer.

Now let us again ask th e  q u e s t io n ,  w h y  a r e  p e o p l e  
sick? The answer is, b ecau se  th e y  h a v e  n o t  s e n s e  
enough to enjoy health . T h i s  m a y  so u n d  a  l i t t l e  sev e re ,  
but the prophet pu ts  it as fo llows : “ My p e o p le  a re  d e 
ployed for lack of knowledge. ’ H o s .  iv: 6. S ic k n e ss  is 
always caused by lack of know ledge .  So  is sin. D id  
anybody ever sin who w as  wise en o u g h  to  avo id  it? 
Sin and sickness ripen on th e  sa m e  s tem .

Sin is the direct effect of m ora l ,  m e n ta l  an d  sp ir i tua l  
weakness and ignorance. S ickness  is a lw ays  an  im m e 
diate or remote resu lt  of th e  sa m e  th ing . W h e n  we 
see ourselves as sp ir i tua l  beings and  call ou r  sp ir i tua l  
powers to the front— w hen we grow  a positive sp ir i tua l  
element strong enough to overcom e th e  w eakness  of the  
flesh, then vice, crime and sickness in our cases will 
disappear.

The mission of jesus was said to be to save the  p e o 
ple from their sins; not, as has been preached, to save 
people from the effect of past  sins, but to save thorn f t  om 
the commission o f  sin. by placing them  on tha t  spiritual 
apex where they will live above sin. Do not th .nk  of 
being saved physically while spiritually and morally you 
are in the "gall  of b it terness  and the  bond of iniquity.

I 1,-irdlv think M o s e s  intended the m a t te r  as a joke
• 1 tn th e  Tews in his  la s t  j?reat sp e e c h :  “ 1 hou  when he sa id  to  tn c  j
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s h a l t  be  b le ssed  above  all people, * * *

L ° t d  t a j“  :iway from ^ e e  all sickness, a a d S l t  
n o n e  of th e  d iseases  of E g y p t ,  which thou knowest upon
th e e . "  D eu t .  vii: 15. All this  comes on condition that
th e y  live in s t r ic te s t  obedience to the rules he pre- 
scr ibed .  I th in k  P au l  unders tood  these matters in the 
s a m e  way. In I Cor. xi, he enum erates  many of the sins 
a n d  sh o r t -c o m in g s  of the  church, and then says in verse 
30, “ F o r  th is  cause  m an y  are weakly and sick among 
you, an d  m a n y  s le e p .”

W h e n  we learn  th a t  w hat  we call vice and crime are 
forms of disease; and  when we get so tha t we can treat 
the  cr im ina l  as we would any o th e r  diseased person, we
will be ready  to  enlis t  in the  arm y of the world’s saviors. 
Sin is disease; love is its antidote ,  or cure-not that kind 
of I -am -ho l ie r - than - thou- love ,  which looks down from 
its lofty heights, and through its pharisaic goggles, 
with such pity as a supposed superior would confei on 
an inferior; but with th a t  kind of love which says, “I 
am th a t  sinner; where he is, there  I was, or theie I am 
liable to b e .”

I often th ink  of the  rem ark  of John Bunyan, who 
spent much of his life in prison because of belief in a 
l i fe  instead of a state religion; when he saw one of his 
fellow prisoners led away to execution, he said: “ But
for the grace of God, there goes John B unyan .” 1 his 
thing which he calls grace we call sometimes by other 
names, but it always means the same thing.

But to return; the love that saves the sinner is the 
kind of love that says, “ I am that sinner, where he is 
there I was, or there I am liable to be. ” W hat befalls
one member of humanity may, under similar conditions, 
befall another; for this reason I will and I do love him'
or her; I will confide in him or her; I will call th ’ •
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better nature to the front, and into activity. As a spirit 
I will try to awaken and talk to the ir  spiritual natuie^. 
Should such persons in their efforts to rise, fall n ine ty  
and nine times, I will still m ainta in  my confidence, and  
in love will still strive to place them  where they  m ay pos
sibly fall again, and thus give me ano the r  oppor tun i ty  to 
still extend my love and faith.

I once read a story of a poor fellow who was in prison; 
having nothing else to do he w a tched  th e  work of an e n 
ergetic and persevering spider. T h e  spider m ade seven 
efforts to spin a web across a corner before he accom 
plished it. “ There ,” said he, “ is my lesson, I ’ll try  
again, and again. ’ H e  was right. T h e  only reason 
why that spider tried to spin th a t  web a seventh  time 
was that six efforts were not sufficient. Six failures 
prepared him for a success.

Now let us take this lesson, not only for ourselves, 
but for others; and then  consider tha t ,  however low, 
degraded, ignorant and wicked they may be, they  are 
worth saving; and th a t  they  will be worth  as much 
when saved as any others; and then  go to work with a 
love for humanity, to save the world from its sins and 
its weaknesses.

THE REALITY OF THOUGHT.
Thoughts a£e things; they can be made to live and 

grow', and to revolutionize the world; or they can be 
neglected and allowed to die. How shall it be with 
these thoughts? Shall saving, healing, spiritual thoughts 
be cultivated and allowed to make the world better? 
or shall we neglect them and allow them to be choked 
out by mercenary or evil thoughts? Now is the time 
for readers and writers to choose between harboring, 
welcoming and encouraging life and health-giving 
thoughts, and thoughts of a baser kind.
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T h e  p o e t  has  said:
“Truth  crushed to earth shall rise a^ain,

Th ’ eternal years o f  G od are liers;
W hile  error, wounded, writhes in pain,
And dies amid her w orshippers.”

T h is  is p a r t ly  true;  t r u th  will rise if we will put our 
shoulders to th e  w hee l  and force it to  rise— not other
wise. E rror  will die w h e n  we kill it; not before. Let 
us then  e n te r ta in ,  c u l t iv a te  an d  p rac t ice  every good 
th o u g h t , and ‘‘th e  world  will be th e  be t ter  for it.

( To be Continued, j

Father John Scott.

The following is an a b r id g e m e n t  o f  a very  interesting 
le tter  furnished us by Mrs. C ------- , a lady  of wealth ap
position. It is the  la s t  l e t t e r  eve r  w r i t ten  by  her father, 
John  Scott. Mr. S co t t ,  th o u g h  in his early days a 
church member, was a l i fe - long  reformer, and as such 
left the church and its dogm as.  As his brother saw he 
was nearing his end, he urged hirn to  flee to  the arms 
of the church for Safety. T h is  l e t t e r  is a  p a r t  of Mr. 
Scott's reply.

In connection with th is  I m a y  s a y  t h a t  Mr. S .  knew  
his end was very near. As h e  drew  nearer,  t h e  d a y  and 
hour of dissolution seemed t o  be  r e v e a l e d  t o  h im .  H e  
w as  several hundred miles f ro m  h o m e  and  h e  m a d e  all 
haste to get home b e fo r e  t h a t  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t  took  
piaoe. Though walking a r o u n d ,  a n d  t o  o u t w a r d  a p 
pearance, well, he s a w  t h e  i n e v i t a b le ,  a n d  s a t  d o w n  and
wrote . .r e ck o n s  c o n c e r n in g  h is  fu n era l ,  a n d  w r o t e  t e le -  
gram s to  h is ch ildren,  "Fath»-r  »* .
n ight—  Mother.•• H e  fo lded  t h e  ° n t h e  tra in  ,ast
grams in a : /  ICtiong a n d  teJe-

Crn t o  h , s  w ife ,  a n d  e x -
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p red. I regret being compelled to omit several pages 
of his letter.—E d.]

August— , 1888.
B r o th e r  R ------- : W hen you wrote last th a t  I did not

appear to take much stock in a reformer who lived som e 
eighteen hundred years ago, I, without consideration, 
replied, that I did take considerable stock in him. 
Some time after mailing rny letter, it occurred to me 
that I had written under the influence of prejudiced edu
cation, and should correct it. I had been trained to be
lieve that Christ was one of the best, if not the very best 
rnan. I never believed him a God, though for many' years 
I considered it a duty to so believe, and frequently had 
most agonizing mental disquietudes because I could not. 
But rny' common sense would not permit me to do so.

Time and again, in those days, I pray'ed, “ I would 
be!ie\e, Lord help mine unbelief, and have gone sev
eral tunes to Methodist meetings on revival occasions, 
hoping to be “ brought under conviction, but judgment 
compelled rne to condemn the exhibitions made there in 
the name of religion; and I went away, feeling that the 
Cternal Mind could not require as worship, that which 
anyone of his creatures would consider ridiculous, as I 
did what I there saw.

I hus it went on for years,  while  I studied theology  
and read a number of books on the E v idences  of Chris
tianity; Paley's, M c l lv a in s  and o t h e r s , including Nelson,  
on Infidelity. In the course of conversation, a Mrs. S.,  
wife of a theological professor, informed me that .-she 
had had a change of heart, that she could not be happy 
without it, and urged me to seek it. Before we ended 
the talk she  told rne that she owned some thirty to 
forty slaves in Virginia, which were hired out she draw- 

their hire regularly. You can .mag.ne what thoughts
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e n te red  my head concerning her righteousness u
C h r is t ian i ty  be as it might. 1 ^

'Sou know also that Christians have always u  
slaves, and that in some countries they hold them yct 
You know tha t  the Rev. Junkin, 1). ])., and Jno. H 
H opkin , D. I)., Bishop of Vermont, wrote, each, a pam. 
phlet about the beginning of the war, proving by "Holy 
W r i t ” tha t  slavery was approved by God. You also 
know tha t  God is made, in the Bible, to legislate for 
slavery. See Exod. xxi: 6 -2 o. Christ lived in the 
midst of horrible slavery, yet never said a word against
it.

After replying' to you as stated above, I recalled some 
of Christ s sayings as reported in “ the gospels, and 
then sat down to examine further, and I find that Christ, 
instead of teaching a religion of love, taught a religion 
of hate. 1 give you his own words. He says: “ I came 
not to send peace, but a sword, for I came to set a man 
at variance against bis lather, and the daughter against 
her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother- 
in-law.’' Matt, x: 34. 35- “ Into whatsoever city or 
town ye shall enter v v and whosoever shall not leceiw 
you nor hear you words, when you depart out ot thathousi 
or city, shake off the dust of your leet. \  erily I say 
unto you, it shall be more tolerable for the land ot 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for 
that city.” Matt, x: 14, 15. “ But I say unto yen, it 
shall be more tolerable for Tvre and Sidon in the day*• J
of judgment than for you.” “ But I s a y  unto you, that 
it shall bo more tolerable for the land of Sodom than 
(or t h e e .” Matt, xi: 21-24. "And shall cast them into
;l lC* of lire\  there sha11 l>c wailing and gnashing of 
eeth. Matt, xm: 42-50. "Then shall he sav also to 

them the left hand: Depart front me. ,  e cttrLd. nJo

1
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the wealthy? 
among those? 
and parts of /arts of Asia and Africa, but the Christian  powers?
And there they stand with such armies as the civilized 
world—so called—never before saw, ready at a m o 
ment's notice to fly at each other’s throats, and slaughter 
millions, and for what? For kingly and priestly a m 
bition. Each has his set of chaplains, beseeching the  
God of battles to give success to his arms. As if a God 
of love could patronize such cut-throat scoundrels. 
They had better address the Jehovah of the Jews whose 
business it was to patronize all the outrageous scoundrels, 
and to neglect or reject all the good and noble fellows. 
And these Emperors and Kings are, most of them, good 
and noble Christians of one stripe or another. They are 
the direct outgrowth of the teachings of the Bible and 
of t hrist, for no other sacred books in the world teach 
such revengeful, such execrable doctrines as the Bible 
and Christ teach, as my quotations and references prove.

The sacred books of the Brahmans, the Buddhists, 
the Shintoists, the Confucians and the Mohammedans, 
so far as I have been able to discover, teach the direct 
opposite. Confucius says: “ What you wish others not 
to do to you, do not do it to them.” “ When you are 
disposed to condemn the conduct ot another, look with
in your own mind and see whether you are not capable 
of the same, and if so, reform yourself.” “ If another
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h a s  p e r fo r m e d  an  a c t io n  w hich  you are disposed to-t
p la u d ,  lo o k  w ith in  and  see  if you are capable of a like
c o m m e n d a b l e  a c t . ” I do n o t  pretend  to quote him 
v e r b a t i m , b u t  g ive  th e  su b s ta n c e .  All his teachings art 
o f  th e  s a m e  h igh  m o ra l  c h a ra c te r .  I can give you some 
t e s t im o n ia ls  to  th e  e x c e l le n c y  o f  B uddha  and his teach
ings, /, w h a t  is said  by s u n d ry  persons, some of whom
being  c le rg y m e n  you  will m o re  readily believe.

“ T h e i r  e th ic s  can  h a rd ly  be  e q u a le d .”— Rev. Spence 
H a rd y .  “ B u d d h a  was a ph ilosopher ,  a calm disputant, 
e m p lo y in g  no  p hys ica l  force, whils t  his morality was 
th e  p u re s t  th e  w orld  ever  saw. ”— Rev. M. A. Sherring
ton. “ T h e i r  s c r ip tu re s  te n d  to  e leva te  the human race, 
and  have ch an g ed  savages  in to  am icab le  men. Klap
ro th .  “ T he m ora l  code  p reach e d  by Buddha is 
of the  m ost  p e r fec t  th e  world has  ever seen. M...
Muller.

“ B uddhis ts  are  guided by p recep ts  older and not less 
noble than  those  of Jesus. ”— Mr. P. Horder,  at the head 
of the Public Ins t i tu t ion  D e p a r tm e n t  in Burrnah.

Buddha m ost  s tr ic tly  en jo ins  tem perance .  Christ 
rnade wine for men who had “ well drunk. John ii: to. 
Buddha was a philosopher,  and to a grea t  extent a 
scientist. Christ gave not one scientific maxim or lesson.
H is leading characteris tics  were impulse, faith and re
ligion. Buddha 's  gree t confidence was in effort, in lab
or and  in strict physical and m ental culture. In this 
direction he has excelled all o the r  men. Christ did not 
distinguish elf in this way. H e  r a th e r  appears  to
have taught idleness. Buddha did no t  dam n anyone,

7 ‘ - f ' hriV : i: "W fcw B W er believetb
not shall be dam ned."  Buddha's followers do not force 
their doctrines on other* ,y cruelty as ,
thumb-screw, etc.,  etc. There is

* 18 " ot * °  '" s tance  of such
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force by th e m  re c o rd e d .  C h r i s t i a n s  h a v e  a l w a y s  p e r  / :

cuted for op in ions.
To-day, w hen  sc ien t i f ic  a n d  g e n e r a l  k n o w l e d g e  p r o h i b 

it the faggot a n d  t h u m b - s c r e w ,  t h e y  u s e  d e f a m a t i o n  a n d  
ostracism. In  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i t h  u n b e l i e v e r s ,  t h e y  o f t e n  
become angry  a n d  in s u l t in g .  B u d d h a  d i d  n o t  c o m m a n d  
his followers to  h a t e  p a r e n t s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  w i v e s ,  b r o t h e r s  
and sisters; to  c u t  off t h e  h a n d ,  t o  p l u c k  o u t  t h e  e y e .
He did no t  p r e a c h  t h a t  i n d o l e n c e  is  b e t t e r  t h a n  i n d u s 
try; than  p ro v id in g  fo r  o ld  a g e  o r  s i c k n e s s  a n d  a g a i n s t  
want. O n  w h a t  is y o u r  f a i t h  in  t h e  B i b l e ,  a s  t h e  w o r d  
of God, founded?  O n  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  f r o m  t h e  
clergy or f ro m  t h e i r  l a y  d u p e s ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  a n y  p e r s o n a l  
investigation? A n d  w h a t  a u t h o r i t y  h a v e  t h e y  f o r  t h e  
lies they  te a c h ?  I c a n  t e l l  y o u .

About t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o r  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n -  
uiry of th e  C h r i s t i a n  E r a ,  t h a t  b l o o d - t h i r s t y  w r e t c h ,  w h o  
scalded to  d e a t h  h i s  w ife ,  m u r d e r e d  h i s  s o n  a n d  n e p h e w ,  
'h -' f a th e r - in - l a w ,  a n d  t w o  b r o t h e r s - i n - l a w  a n d  t h o u s 
ands of o th e r s ,  in  h i s  r e ig n .  T h e  m a n  w h o  w a s  s u c h  a  
-retch t h a t  t h e  p a g a n  p r i e s t h o o d  t o l d  h im  t h e  g o d s  

could n o t  fo rg iv e  h i s  h e i n o u s  c r i m e s .  I m e a n  C o n s t a n 
tine, th e  G r e a t ,  w h o  e m b r a c e d  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  re l ig io n ,  
because t h e  c l e rg y  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  h i s  s in s  c o u l d  b e  w a s h e d  
out in t h e  b l o o d  of t h e  L a m b ;  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  tw o  
th o u s a n d  a n d  f o r t y  e c c l e s i a s t i c s  a s  a  c h u r c h  c o u n c i l ,  
which h a s  b e e n  k n o w n  s in c e  a s  t h e  f i r s t  c o u n c i l  o f  N ice .  
In th e i r  d i s c u s s io n s  t h e y  w r a n g l e d  a n d  f o u g h t  a m o n g  
th e m s e lv e s ,  u n t i l  C o n s t a n t i n e  h a d  to  s e n d  in h is  so ld ie rs ,  
:md f inal ly  t o  t u r n  t h e m  a l l  o u t  b u t  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  
e ig h te e n  w h o  a d o p t e d  y o u r  B ib le  f r o m  a m o n g  th e  m a s s  
rA w r i t in g s  t h e r e  p r e se n te d , a s  s u p p o s e d  c a n o n i c a l  w orks .  
Tb*' A p o c a l y p s e  a n d  o n e  of t h e  G o s p e l s  I th in k  E u k e  

w a s  e a c h  a d o p t e d  by  a  b a r e  m a jo r i t y  of o n e  vo te
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and the ninety and nine a re  cons igned  to  t h a t  ‘ o u t e r  
darkness, where there  is wailing an d  g n a s h in g  of t e e t h . ’ 

■On Judgment, thou  h a s t  fled to  b ru t i sh  b eas ts ,  a n d
men have lost their  r e a s o n .” or  r a t h e r  m a n  n ev e r  h a d  
any right reason; except p e rh a p s  one  in a  m ill ion.

So I denounce the  C hr is t ian  re lig ion  as th e  m o s t  h o r 
rible and detestable th a t  ever w as  ta u g h t ,  e x cep t  T h u g 
gee. Oh, why is it th a t  m inds  so fo rm ed  by  n a tu re  
as to be capable of tak in g  in a n y  kind  of learn ing , a lm o s t  
always take in the  false in m o ra ls  in s tead  of th e  true ,  
an: once trained to th e  fa lse , they  a lw ays  resist  every e n 
deavor to teach them  th e  true ,  unti l  science com es and 
ty  demonstration, by fact, exp lodes  error.

Most minds are c o n te n t  to  live on in what they' have  
learned to think th rough  childhood and youth, never in 
vestigating for them selves ,  n o r  drearning of a  possibility' 
of error in their m ethod, and so live and die with th e  
troth just within th e ir  grasp, if they only chose to  reach  

and take it. T o o  lazy or prejudiced to  examine,
-- cot too lazy to oppose. Mot one rnan in ten thousand
'-t to be a teacher  of t ru th  yet such men as John  Calvin, 

u:seup Crar.mer Matte' MM:our ar. u tloousar.ds of 
°tber such blood thirsty assassins have in past ages 
veto set up at C h r i s t i a n  teachers, and are even yet re 
vered as saints, and C ranm eras a  martyr, and Calvin c 
* '-wot. by even l e a r n e d  C h r i s t i a n s .  Men whose hands 
and souls were crimsoned with the blood of righteous
P-'WpM;.

Calvin, yon know, burned Servet us at a slow  fire, com - 
him to suffer for tw o hours the torments repre

sented by the word hell, as described to us m our child
hood, and lor a trifling difference of opimon on the trin
ity—Servetus saying that he found no authonty in the  
scnpture. for bolding that there were three m
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t h e  G o d h e a d ,  b u t  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h r e e  manifestations 
C a l v i n  a l s o  b u r n e d  o t h e r s .  C r a n m e r  burned a lovely 
w o m a n ,  J o a n  B o h e r ,  a  m e m b e r  of  his own church, 
m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  s h e  d i s a p p r o v e d  s o m e t h in g  in one of hi? 
w r i t i n g s .  W h a t  h e  b u r n e d  G e o r g e  V a n  P a r  and others 
fo r  I c a n n o t  n o w  s a y ,  n o r  c a n  I  s a y  for  what Calvin 
b u r n e d  J a m e s  G r u e t  a n d  o t h e r s ,  b u t  y o u  cannot fail to 
se e  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g e ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b o th  actuated by 
a dev i l ,  a n d  n o t  b y  t h e  G o d  o f  love .

All t h r o u g h  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  w h a t  is p r o u d ly  called civili
z a t io n ,  re l ig io n  a s  p r a c t i c e d ,  h a s  s h o w n  itself a curse 
a n d  th e  e n e m y  o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  I t  h a s  always opposed 
p rogress ,  w h e n  t h a t  p r o g r e s s  t e n d e d  to  ca s t  a doucu
its  w ays .  N o w  c a s t  off p r e ju d i c e  a n d  use  your powers, 
a n d  th e y  will  f ree  y o u  f ro m  c le r ica l  in f luence  and 
you  to  th e  t r u th .  If v o u  f e a r  to  c a st  th e B ib le  aside alto
ge th e r .  t a k e  f rom  it w h a t  P e t e r  s a y s :  “ W h o s o  feareth 
G od  and  w o rk e th  r ig h te o u s n e s s  is a c c e p te d  with him. 
Acts x: 34. I hope ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  w h e n  we come to 
die. tea r  will flv and  we will be  o v e rw h e lm e d  by lote. 
John ,  I th ink ,  w r i te s  s o m e th in g  of  th is  so r t  in his dr^t 
epistle. I accep t  t r u t h  as insp ired ,  w h e th e r  from John 
or any other.

Get th e  article H y p a t ia ,  in th e  A m er ic an  Cyclopedia.
it will give you a t ru e  view of w h a t  th e  dignitaries

of th e  church have done in all ages, un ti l  “ mild-eyed
- spre^c ner b a n n e r  over  th e  h u m a n e  m ind and
a'"* * l °  t *le*r  internal practices .  Cyril, B ishop of
fourth n a ’ anC* monks, about  the  beg inn ing  of the  ^ourtn centurv , , ~
and lovelv wr * ^ ‘3a’ a highly ed uca ted  lady1:rz  L U U l o T  pht ,lo so p h >’’ in  th e
h“ - «•«  with a c lub‘ d ™ ‘d ^  C' ° ‘heS ° S
tery, tore and scraped the fle'sh frorn h ‘°  V** m on as'

n e r  b o n e s ,  a n d
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burned the whole. All fo r  t h e  g lo r y  of G o d ,  I  s u p p o s e .
Now do not se t  th i s  d o w n  a s  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h o s e  y o u  

call infidels and, th e re fo re ,  in  C h r i s t i a n  o p i n i o n ,  n o t  
worthy of belief, for  it  is h i s to r y ,  w r i t t e n  b y  S o c r a t e s ,  
the ecclesiastical h i s to r i a n  of t h o s e  d a y s .  O r  g e t  
Hypatia, a novel w r i t t e n  b y  C h a s .  K in g s le y ,  a  c l e r g y 
man, and th e  so n  of a  c l e r g y m a n ,  a  n o b le  f e l lo w  w h o  
did all he could to  a m e l io r a t e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  l a b 
oring classes of E n g la n d .

Recall to m ind  th e  c o n d u c t  of y o u r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  G e n 
eral Assemblies a n d  M e th o d i s t  C o n f e r e n c e s  fo r  s e v e r a l  
years before th e  w ar .  I  w a t c h e d  t h e  s c o u n d r e l s  fo r  a 
number of years ,  a n d  ev e ry  m o t io n  a n d  e f fo r t  t h a t  w a s  
made tow ard  a d iscuss ion  of t h e  s u b je c t  of s l a v e ry  w a s  
> .ted down. T h e y  w o u ld  n o t  a l lo w  it  to  b e  a g i t a te d ,  
icst it might d is tu rb  “ O u r  Z i o n . ” O h ,  w h e n e v e r  I t h i n k  
■-f the h is tory  of th e  c h u r c h  a n d  of t h e  s tu p id  s u p in e n e s s  
c. her votaries,  even  in t h e  p r e s e n t  age  of c o m p a r a t iv e  
*^ght, I feel im p e l le d  to  q u o te  Uncle C h a r l ie— C has.  
P. S------ s, “ D — n all t h e  fo o ls .” B u t ,  t h a n k  G od, I

lavesee the  end  of th e se  a c c u r s e d  su p e rs t i t io n s .  I h a . „ 
watched th ro u g h  th e  years ,  a n d  re lig ion  h a s  b e e n  g rad -  
ualiy giving w ay  b e fo re  science,  un ti l  it  h a s  becom e a 
different th ing  from  w h a t  it  w as  in o u r  childhood.

As science m a d e  a s tep  fo rw ard ,  th e  religious w orld  a t  
first denied an d  o p p o sed  it, b u t  w h en  it w as  d e m o n 
strated, so t h a t  to  op p o se  w as  to write  them se lves  down 
asses, they  su ccu m b e d  an d  im m edia te ly  began  to  t ry  to  
prove th a t  th e  sc r ip tu res  w ere  in full accord  the rew ith .

You rem em ber ,  a t  leas t  I do, w hen  th e  clergy were 
3.mon^ th e  b i t te r  o p p o n e n ts  of tem perance ,  bu t  w hen  it 
was pushed  fo rw ard  by persons  no t  of the  clergy, they  
Come in and  now would like to  claim the  credit of s ta r t -  
in" it J ust so - W h e n  a gen t lem an ly  mob in Boston,



262 N E W  THOUGHT.

encouraged by the clergy and the general religion 
m ent,  pu t  the rope around the neck of \Ym. Lloyd 
rison, there was no church nor clergy to speak or ;ut \ ,r 
the  right. B u t  when the Infidels—so called—Garrison 
Foster ,  Abby, Kelly, the Burleighs and the thousand 
other I n f id e ls , who by their speeches and publications 
opened the public mind to the horrible evils of slavery, 
then, and not till then, the clergy came over.

W hen infidelity gets the upper hand, then woman will 
get all her rights, among them suffrage. The 
Methodist clergy lately refused, in one of their meetings, 
to let women preach. Germany is another Christian 
country (Lutheran). You may remember several years 
ago Lidia Maria Child’s description of the yoking ot 
women with cows to haul wagons and carts in Germany.
H ere I just find in the ‘ ‘Youth's Companion” of Aug. 2nd, 
1888, an account, by Mrs. Louisa Chandler Moulton, 
of what she saw in Carlsbad, in Austria-Hungary; she 
says: “ I have often wondered what part of the work men 
do. I see men drive horses and beat the donkeys and 
play in the bands and blunder in the post-office and ex
change money in the banks, but they seem to do noth
ing that requires much strength or exertion. I have 
seen only women working in the fields at Carlsbad, and 
besides being butchers and fruiterers and vegetable 
mongers and shopkeepers, they are literally hewers of 
wood and drawers of water, and they carry in great bas
kets on their poor, bent backs, burdens which a well cared 
for Yankee horse would resent.”

Oh, yes, Christianity does elevate woman and give 
them all the hard work to do, while the men do the 
lighter jobs in that Christian country

When Henry George's idea of the single tax i, adopted 
then women wdl free themselves from making shirfs
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horn three to live cents, and woolen pants  for twenty-  
nvi cents each, and from other devilish oppressions 
l„IlUj>ht on them and on men by the accursed system of 
jand monopoly. But how many of the clergy are assist- 
m- in this glorious anti-poverty crusade, by the success 
of which alone all will be made truly free? Politicians 
mav patch up in their social and political efforts; fight 
over  tariff and free trade and wallow in political deceit 
and pretense to hoodwink the working classes, the cre
ators of wealth which they never enjoy, but their efforts 
are vain; neither man or woman will ever be free, until 
they have a right to the use of God's earth, without pay
ing another for that use. But how many of the clergy
men have taken their stand on the platform which aims 
at this happy consummation? You can count them on 
your fingers and have some to spare, but when men are 
made to see the truth in that direction, and act on it, 
then the clergy will flop over and claim to have been 
the earliest advocates of it, and so get the glory. One 
comes over now and again, but they are generally op
posed. I know you did not at first take in this land idea, 
but I have not heard from you for a long time and you 
may have more knowledge and may now see the truth. 
Do you observe the signs of the times? Do you not see 
that it has to come? Either through the ballot or 
through bloody revolution, at the risk of the destruction 
of everything good in our civilization, setting the world 
back hundreds Of years into barbarism or even savagery.
I have forsccn this and taught it for years, but ,t was 
the voice of one cryin* in the wilderness to whom  

1 1 listen. I expect you at first read- 
no man wou . ‘ j have vvritten as blasphemy, but
nig tG ‘ enOUn< V vvill perceive that the authors of thethink again and you ww »
scriptures are the b lasphem ers ,  not I.
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Your churches gather up their millions to send 
missionaries to convert to an infinitely w orse religion2  

civilization, such people as the Japanese, whoarechiedv 
Buddhists, and a much more polite and decent people 
than exist in Christendom generally. I look  upon it as 

a great curse to Japan. Wherever Christanity has been 
introduced, whisky and all its concomitant vices have 
accompanied it and degraded the people. So will it be 
in Japan where Buddhism has “ changed savages into 
a m ia b le  m e n ,” as K la p r o th  says. Y e t  Christians will not 
allow Buddhist missionaries to teach their religion here.

A few years ago, a Buddhist attempting to preach in 
a tow n in Pennsylvania (I think in Harrisburg), was 
mobbed and driven out of town. An educated Chinese, 
recently in this country, declared that among four hun 
dred millions of Buddhists, there was not in a given 
time, as much violation of right and of moral law as in 
New York.

W hen Fish was Secretary of State, Mr. Aosheda was 
Japanese Minister Plenipotentiary7 at Washington. A 
young lady said to Mrs. Fish, “ La, Mrs. Fish, how will 
we go about civilizing this Mrs. Yosheda?” Mrs. Fish 
replied, “ Mrs. Yosheda needs no civilizing. She is a 
perfect lady and highly educated and I hope her example 
may have the effect to civilize some of the ladies in our 
social circles, for many of them very much need it.” 
All persons who have traveled through those Buddhist 
and Confucian countries, except the clergy, have testi
fied to their amiability, courtesy and gentlemanly be
havior. Scott Stewart, who was over there as a diplo
mat of some kind in Grant’s time, told me he never 
knew a more courteous, affable and gentlemanly Set rf 
people than the diplomats and others whom he m ♦ 
Christians will not permit other religionists to

come
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, p t0 propogate their religion, looking upon them as 
•erv impudent, but it is no impudence, but a holy duty, 

in them to send missionaries into those countries, to
disseminate their Christian religion. I cannot see any
difference in the impudence. Can you? If so, tell it to 
me.

The “Reform”  Craze.

BY E. BACH.

The writer was present at Onset Bay some years since 
when a speaker denounced the evils of a protective 
tariff from that platform. The matter stirred up quite 
a sensation. Many protests were uttered against it, 
and it was resolved to rule such discussions out. Of 
late, however, there has been a great deal of this discus- 
aion on the Spiritual rostrum, but the difficulty has been 
that only one side would be listened to with patience, 
anJ that was the so-called reform side. There is no 
sympathy for the other side. My attention was drawn 
° ffiis matter by reading in your September issue y-our 

sh^ments on ^ r- Chase’s book in the “ Book Table.” I 
a take exceptions to the assertion that the white 
0rer is a slave, as the writer asserts, and as you 

rather approve.
I know very well that I am taking the unpopular side 

0 this question, but truth is truth, popular or other- 
VyiSe- Of course, my time and your space preclude a 
thorough discussion, but, friend Hull, there are two 
Slr-les to this question, and the other side ought to have 
a hearing. W hat they call reform (craze) is abroad in 
the land now. This question is discussed very super- 
hcially on these platforms; with too much prejudice,- 
"hth too little practical sense and experience. How
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a« peo.
many

m a n y  of th e  p eo p le  who discuss these questions 
p ie  of affairs, of p rac t ica l  experience, and how 
a re  s im p ly  th e o r is ts  and vagarists? How many of them 
fu lly  rea l ize  th e  fac t  th a t  we live in a practical world- 
t h a t  effects a lw ays  follow causes with the rigidity of a 
b a r  of s tee l ;  t h a t  th e  conditions under which we work 
a re  th e  leg i t im a te  and  inevitable results, and culm i
n a t io n  of all th e  ages pas t ;  th a t  thousands of causes 
have  b ro u g h t  these  conditions about, and brought them  
a b o u t  slowly, and  tha t ,  even should there be wrongs, 
these  could  no t  be r igh ted  in one day? These su p e r
ficial, im prac t ica l ,  and  undeveloped people rail at con
ditions as th e y  are; never  th inking of the fact that they 
are only n a tu ra l  results  of foregone causes. They w an t 
these  conditions  changed instanter;  not being well 
enough developed to realize th a t  disaster is sure to fol 
low rapid  and irrat ional innovations, unless all affected 
by them  are p repared  for the  change, and it takes years
to make these  preparations.

T hey  cry, “ pass a law ,” and that is their universal 
panacea  for all ills. T hey  seem to think that the pas
sage of a law can change real and natural conditions. 
No law can be enforced which is not proper, natural, 
and on an equality with popular  development. Look 
at the  prohibition law; it never stops the sale of liquor 
in a community where a majority are drinkers. Con
ditions which have been growing, establishing them
selves for thousands upon thousands of years; conditions 
upon which society has been built, and upon the founda
tion of which all society is resting now, cannot be over
thrown in one day, and without the necessary preced 
ing and requisite education for the newer innovations

"XzK.r *»*■*-a thing which cannot be attained with
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our present make-up in one day; and I question if the 
human race will ever be perfect here, or hereafter, 
they become so they will be as Gods, as these cannot 
be more than perfect. The writer belongs to no party, 
no creed. He considers himself a citizen of the  world, 
and considers all men as brothers. H e  would scorn to say 
that he owed any allegiance to anything but tru th  as he 
sees it, and he is not ashamed to say th a t  he might be 
wrong. We live to learn. Progression is the w atch
word of the universe, is his. H e  ties to no one, but in
vestigates for himself. He has neither fear nor favor, 
but he knows that we live in a world of cause, effect, 
action and natural law. Nothing happens without 
cause. He wants to learn; to find as much of tru th  as 
is possible, but cares nothing where, or under what 
guise he finds it. The nearer the human race grasps 
truthful conditions, the happier they will be. The con
certed assertion of the whole hum an race would not af
fect truth one iota. Truthful conditions will work out, 
and the one who is nearer tru th  will prevail in the end. 
But the acquirement of tru th  and intelligence is a lab
orious process. T ru th  does not lay around loose on 
every corner. To obtain it, it requires an outlay of 
labor, thought, experience, judgment (the offspring of 
experience), honesty, and the best attributes of human 
thought. The trouble has always been that the masses 
have been mental sluggards. They are too indolent to 
think, or to develop their thinking faculties, and they 
follow down the stream of time as flotsam and jetsam;

dlowing every current which promises to carry them 
own easily, and without trouble, never caring where 
le current comes nor where it shall take them. The 
urrent of so-called reform has struck the country now,

, , • the masses throw themselves in it andnd straightway
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float along, hop ing  th a t  it may land them in some M  
place,  b u t  never  investigating deep enough to know kv 
a  c e r ta in ty  t h a t  it shall ,  or why it should. Thinkinl 
h a d  been  re lega ted  from times immemorial to certain 
classes,  and  th e  m asses did not think very deeply. CM 
late, th o u g h t  is com ing to the front. Many are begin
ning to acquire  th e  habit ,  but unfortunately, there be
ing no p rep a ra t io n ,  no foundation for the best and most 
ra t io n a l  tho u g h t ,  m any try to  think beyond their capa
city, and  they  get top-heavy. The  head in many in
s tances  tries to advance  faster than  the feet can follow, 
and  the  result  brings abo u t  a collapse, and this will be. 
so until th e re  is p ro p e r  equilibrium established between
the  h e a d  and  feet.

It is an un fo r tuna te  fact, th a t  in certain quarters the 
m an  who rails the loudest against present conditions, 
and who proposes the most radical and iiration.il non
sense as reform, the  one who can condemn the indus
trious, the  economical, the developed, the progressive, 
the  most glibly, is the most popular. It is "madness 
gone m a d .” T h e  superficial will not refuse the offer of 
more money, more wages, a division of property, u 
better ing  (or supposed bettering) of his condition, if it 
can be had simply for the shrieking for reform, and lie 
seldom takes the trouble to analyze and see if this re
form is possible; if the promise is based on real con
ditions. If he is poor, and unsuccessful, it will not be 
very hard to make him believe tha t  he is a good fellow, 
and that all the reason tha t  he is not as well situated us
s o m e  one e lse  is that  s o m e  o n e  e l s e  l ias w ronged  him
l ie  would never believe tha t  he was to ........... i„ at
East,  for h «  condition; while some one else insist. 
by voting, and parhaps by starting a small r<!,,eC

............  ° f whether he had ,5
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lKl)ities requisite to success or not. What a re- 
1 fusibility our so-called reform leaders do assume, 
rify talk glibly about rebellion. They compare us 
w i t h  the times of the Bourbons and of the (ieorges, 
imver for an instant realizing that there is not a particle 
0f analogy between the two conditions.

These prophecies of rebellion, of anarchy, of a level 
ing up, are received in certain quarters with cheers and 
pleasure. The possible downfall of established society 
is hailed with uproarious delight, and the better class of 
reformers even do not seem to realize that such an oc
currence would he the death knell of liberty; to human 
advancement. I he excesses of the French revolution 
•ue eases in point. these put liberty back lifty years. 
And while branee is a nominal republic to-day,she is yet 
a l)|,lcdcal monarchy in her political development. If 
dicu had been no excesses in France during the revolu- 
J'°u ,l* ^ie ('h)S(; of the eighteenth cent ury, there would not 
L a crowned head in Europe to-day, and perhaps none 

^ t ic partly civilized world. Such was the effect of 
at revolution, and some of our reformers in this last 
* a<h °f the nineteenth century have the effrontery to 
•'ad up and proclaim that they are ready to repeat 
'at  ̂xPeiinicnt; and, for the shame of American citizen 

■. 1P  ̂ lu,|st be said, that there are people so low as m 
( 11 and cheer such I waddle, or such treason, to the

11111,111 race; and those people call Iliemscdves re- 
toriners.

^ n ‘h( llion such ns our self const ituted reform friends 
t:ilk about would bo the death knell of liberty, and 
w°idd re-establish despotic  govenunenl .  If these men  
should succeed in unchaining such a devil, there would 
l,<: Much atrocities, such excesses, as would make people 
beg fc,r dictator, to put tilings down with strong hands.
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T h e  culmination of “ C e s a r ’s Column” would become - 
fact. a

Mr. Powderly, in the North-American Review for Sep
tember, says that the principles involved in the Home
stead strike were the same as were involved in the Amer
ican Revolution, but as is the case with nearly all that 
reform twaddle, he does not prove his position; does 
not produce one single fact.

There is only one rational way by which the poorer, 
and those whom our reformers call slaves, can raise 
themselves from their imaginary slavery, and that is by 
and through education, through economy, industry, 
sobriety.

The American working man possesses every right 
which is possessed by the richest man in the land. If 
he does not handle his vote properly, and so that it 
benefits him and all the rest of the world, he has ne
glected to search for truth, and to educate himself, ne
glected to make use of his possibilities. He is the peer 
of the richest man in the land before the law, and no 
one but a demagogue or ignoramus would deny it.

Nearly all the men against whom these so-called re
formers rail, were poor when young, and have raised 
themselves from poverty and ignorance, to intellectual 
and financial superiority by the qualities which are 
common to many, if not all, but there are but few who 
will strive to develop these qualities.

In the Homestead matter it is claimed that the im
position of the protective tariff has brought Carnegie 
riches. Pray how do they get a protective tariff, and 
who voted for it? It could never have been brought 
about without the vote of the producing classes, but 
these do not study their interests, or the facts of politi
cal economy enough to know how to vote intelligently.
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But while the protective tariff m ight  h a v e  a id ed  t h e s e  
men, there were other qualif ications req u is i te  to  s u c c e s s .  
You'cannot keep an eagle from soaring. If th e  p r o d u 
cers of this land are suffering, th e y  are to  b la m e  for n o t  
studying conditions and bringing ab ou t  th e  right o n e s  
with their votes.

The proposition proves itself in tha t  much discussed 
Homestead matter. Why do some of the operatives 
get from two thousand to three thousand two hundred 
dollars a year, and live in luxury, if reports are true, 
and others get only four hundred and fifty to four hun
dred and eighty dollars a year? It is simply a difference 
of development. 1 hose who receive larger wages have 
learned more, are worth more to mankind because they 
are advanced beyond the others. Brains are very nearly 
alike, and there is many a rough diamond perambulating 
around under a ragged hat, which would be a credit to 
humanity if it was polished up to its capacity. Our re
form friends would be a good deal more useful to human- 
it) if they became educators instead of scolding fishwives, 
as they make themselves.

Aberdeen , S. D.

Seed Time and Harvest.

BV MYRA F. PAINE.
“ Brick” Pom eroy’s saying, ‘ ‘H e that sow s the seed is 

greater that he who reaps the harvest,” strikes me very 
forcibly as I pick up alm ost any of the numerous liberal 
or reform magazines, or papers with which a reading
public is blest to-day.

W hen we take into consideration the wide range of 
thought with which these periodicals are filled, we note 
the similarity betwee'n the mental and physical world.
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A  w e l l  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  c u l t i v a t e d  farm displays a va 
n e t y  o f  c r o p s .  T h e r e  is, w h e r e  th e  climate and soil are 
r i g h t ,  w h e a t ,  b a r l e y ,  o a t s ,  c o rn ,  buckwheat,  potatoes 
a n d  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  g a r d e n  v e g e ta b le s ,  besides the fruit 
a n d  f lo w e r s  fo r  t h e  lu x u r i e s  a n d  ornamentation. All 
t h e s e  c o m b i n e d  m a k e  a n  in te re s t in g ,  variegated and at
t r a c t i v e  s t u d y  f o r  t h e  l o v e r  o f  n a tu r e  in her varying 
m o o d s ,  a n d  if o n e  is a  t r u e  s t u d e n t ,  he soon turns from 
t h e  e f fe c ts  t h u s  p r e s e n t e d  to  h is  eye, and figuratively, if 
n o t  l i t e r a l ly ,  g o e s  d o w n  o n  h is  k n e e s  in reverence to the 
m a n  w h o  p r e p a r e d  t h e  so i l  a n d  so w e d  th e  seed that has 
m a te r i a l i z e d  i n t o  a l l  t h i s  b e a u t y  a n d  utility. Had there 
b e e n  n o  s o w in g  o f  s e e d  t h e r e  w o u ld  h a v e  been  no harvest.

Y e t ,  w h i le  t h i s  m a n  w a s  fo l lo w in g  his  p low over those 
b ro a d  a c r e s  o f  r o u g h  g r o u n d ,  w i t h i i m b s  and  feet weary, 
I s u sp e c t  h e  m a n y  t i m e s  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  w as  a great deal 
of d r u d g e ry  in . h is  w o r k  t h a t  n e v e r  w as  appreciated, 
a n d  w e re  it  n o t  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  lo o k  w i th  prophetic  eye 
in to  th e  fu tu re ,  a n d  se e  t h e  f ie lds o f  w a v in g  grain await
ing th e  h a rv e s te r s ,  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m u c h  harder to
have  k e p t  up  h is  s t e a d y  t r a m p .

H e  h a s  no  w a y  of k n o w in g  t h a t  a  s ing le  seed that he 
d ro p p e d  in to  t h e  g r o u n d  w o u ld  b r in g  fo r th  fruit. But 
this he knew , t h a t  h e  w as  w o rk in g  in h a r m o n y  with nat
ural law— t h a t  if a n y  r e s u l t  is d e s i red ,  c e r t a in  condi
tions m u s t  be c o m p l ie d  w ith .  S o  h e  fulfi lled his part 
in providing th e  co n d i t io n s ,  a n d  h is  f a i th  in universal, 
unchangeab le  laws, g av e  h im  t h e  s t i m u l a n t  of hope, tha t 
the  rain and  th e  su n sh in e ,  t h e  d a r k n e s s  a n d  th e  day- 
light, would c row n his w a i t in g  d a y s  w i th  bountiful h a r 
vests, which would benefi t  h im se l f  a n d  m a n y  o th e rs
H>s part  o f  t h e  w o r k  d o n e ,  h e  c o u l d  t r u s t  a n d  w a i t  n o t  
in id le n e s s ,  for e v e r y  d a v  b r ir n ^  m i , 7 ’ 1
e m p l o y e d  p a s s e s  s w i f t l y .  1 ° rS’ an<  ̂ t *l e  t i m e
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Those who sow the seed in the m ental world are so m e
times overtaken by the demon of discouragem ent, w ho  
whispers of the drudgery connected w ith their work and 

the uncertainly of fruitage.
But we who rejoice in com parative freedom  of thought 

and expression— at least freedom from fear of thum b
screws—we who rejoice in the chance for an education  
for poor and rich alike, have to thank those who lived  
before us, who sowed the seed of liberal thought and 
broader education, and passed on leaving us to reap the  
harvest. Those reapers who shall follow  after us, w ill 
look for the harvest which has ripened from the seed  
we have sown.

The laborer passes on to other fields, to work in dif
ferent conditions, but the impression of his labor de
scends through generation after generation.

Each day is a seed time and a harvest time. W e are 
sowers and reapers, all of us, whether we choose or not. 
We reap the harvest of the past and sow the seed for 
the future.

W e are so w in g  and reap in g , n o  rest b y  th e  w ay;
In the go ld en  m orn  and th e  tw ilig h t  g ra y ;
Reaping some good to embellish our life,
And sow ing  som e seed — is it d iscord  and strife?

—m in g led  w ith  th ese  is  there g o ld en  grain ,
That shall bring forth a harvest of love again?

Cast/es in the Air.

BY U. G. FIGLEY.
This life is but a shadow  floa tin g  ’cross th e face o f  Time, 
Shading from our s ig h t the glories o f  the lig h t sublim e, 
Beam ing from  the portals o f  the other world so fair, 
Father’s “house o f  m any m an sion s”— true castles in th e air.
The shadow s float so s low ly  ’cross the face o f  Father Tim e, 
And the face so slow ly changes, as it w rink les line by line, 
And the furrows slow ly  deepen and grayer grow s the liair 
Of the keeper o f  the u n u isio n s-d ea r  castles in the air.
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P a t n e r  t im e  is s low ly  calling each mortal to h: home, 
P a r  o eyo n d  th e  scenes o f  earth, no more thereon to row. 
B u t  to  roam forever after ’mid the pleasure,, sweet hiA u; 
O f  the  w ondrous  h o m e  above  us— grand castles hi the '
F loa t ing  down th e  sea o f  life .ve slowly glide along 
N ow  b a t t l in g  ’ga ins t  the tide then rowing, / a .o:;g 
Floa ting  toward the Heaven, to rer>t forever there.
R e s t  forever in sweet Paradise - -our castle in the a.r.
G reat  the  m y s te r y  to be lifted from the face of lit*- 
R e n d in g  soul from body in this l a n d  o f  strife:
And th e  h o m e  eternal, though  a m ystery  full rare 
Is even so forever— real ca-tle in the air.

D e f i a n c e , O h i o

Hulled Kerne Is.

BY MATTIE E. HULL.

T h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h i s  a g e  is  n o t  t o w a r d  more  baptist., 

a n d  m o r e  s a l v a t i o n , b u t  b e t t e r  h y g i e n e , c o n s e q u e n t ,  
v / e  m a y  e x p e c t  b e t t e r  b r a i n s  a n d  b e t t e r  l ivers m 
n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n .

*  *  *

I s  i t  n o t  a f a c t , t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  r e a d  im*** - - - - - - - -
l e a s t  m e n t a l  w o r k ,  a r e  g o v e r n e d  l a r g e l y  b y  th e i r  fee lin g
a n d  c l in g  m o s t  t e n a c i o u s l y  t o  t h e o r i e s . F o r  the  war :
o r  t r a i n e d  t h o u g h t  a n d  c a r e f u l  s t u d y ,  m a n y  a so -ca.l t:
r e f o r m e r  h a s  u t t e r l y  f a i l e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  th e  mission
h e  fe l t  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  c a r r y  forward. M l  r e f o r m e r .
wor* m u s t  of course h ave  s o u /  in  i t .  a n d  i t  a lso  need* 
t h e  b a c K m #  o f  g o o d  bra.  n

* #  #
P e r s o n s  m a y  c u l t i v a t e  ;f r, _i ; , . .

tion , and not u n f r e q u e n t l  * f\ f > ^ d e m r e  in  a n y  d i r t c -  
people, who are seeking r  ^  * *  r r ' e e f  meaning
than •■signs,’ a»d b€»ie^i„ ^ ^ 'th e r  in S p i r i t u a l i s m  
m ee, for a bestowal o f • . _ " >  w „h  whom  they

« e » „  o f * p /r i t  id e n t i f y



275S E W  T H O U G H  f .

. , f.rulcavor to  find a “ te s t  of own
,( SUc h -  they would put themselves in a  co n d i t io n  
w b ^ t h e y  would get the “ proof they earnestly 
mand of others. ________

The Soul of Things.

KY UK.  T .  W I L K I N S .

Hare atoms souls, will; endow 
With auras, to attract, allowed'
W ith to sense, to feel % -;d k:;ov,
The touch of those aV/ve, oeio 
Or all around, that, too attract;
Also repel; their own select:'
Have moths and mi‘es. and ants, and h-n ' 
Have stones and plant-., and gmnt tree ' 
Have hird.s and animals the same 
Aspiring, growing power, a:rn 
Virtue, fragrance, spirit, hreati:
Living, changing, never knowing death'
V, hy not things seen and unseen, too.
Have souls, when soul is not in view"
\\n en  things unseen have motive power,
^  hy not the same be in the firmer, 
f o make it grow and change alway.
As alternate the night and day;
May not this force that holds the sun,
Hu moon, the earth in place, be one 
With all the power that is within 
The smallest mite to make it win.
Attract, adhere to other mites, 
fo  other forms, as satellites 
Around the sun revolving cling.
To grow in harmony and bring 
O it the higher from the low.
A force that makes all nature grow?
M’ectric force by science named,
A force by science greatly tamed.
And still the black clot**I* float in a«r.
The hghtning flash in vivid glare.
The thunders roar, the waters fall.
And tell as science hasn't all
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ft lias learned *
And undiscovered , eftUtShe the forc
•l liere seem s des j n
I a  san d s  o f  sea and f JI1K the pc
And i f  design there  i s 5 * / 0"

'e r e  s u r e ly  is  d e s ig n in g  m ind
1 *le r e  s e e m s  in te n t  an,I ,T 
A ll tbinaro ai>d purpose i
T h e m !  i f ’ a,Kl U,ere 311 th C ebegi„; 
D esign infemIJIlle,d ,n one « reat whole’

^ > n ten t  and power roll
A m touch all things o f earth and air, 
And sea im part eternal there 
A living- and a l o v i n g  soul 
1 o cling, evolve, emit, unroll,
Attract, repel, unite, divide, 
l o  do and be, and work, and guide, 
W ithin all things, also without,
Nor seen, nor heard, though felt about; 
K nown to be and never seen,
K oi heard, nor smelt, but ever been 
And sensed by consciousness in man 
As source o f all this force and plan.

M y B ouquet.

b y  M A T T I E  E. H U L L .T) •
ec iou s th is  g ift, from  her, m y  cherished friend, 

V o an<l  roses, O, h ow  sw eet y e  are!
âffrance a breath from  H eaven  seems,  

beautifies ea rth ’s coarser atm osphere.

Souie p oo! -h f® y ° Ur charm ing p eta ls hold  
The woi i > ru ised p eta ls sw eeter than the rest, 

A nrio^i 10US lesso»s to n iy  thought unfold  
w  S s s e n "0" in each le a f  expressed.

T 'h l\n ,Caarrr!,'?SS haud °r  frosty breath 
It: matters imi ^ °Ur beauty, rose o f dainty hue?

^ richer T w ^ V - - r u e l  death 

S ° M e  n a tu r e s  v u  g lV C n >’o u *

V h ^ ; 1 hurt and erne! t0'n'ght’
Wr. A neatli the hm- °nch have borne,

Ultl a ' ^ e e t u e s s t t i 11'? from  M ortal s i g h t
we had never known.
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EDITOR'S PORTFOLIO.

-7 7

A GOOD M O V ®  I N  S U M M E R I A N D , C A I,.

It really begins to look now, as th o u g h  th e  p e o p le  of 
Sum m erland ,  Cal., were going to  s top  th e i r  q u a r re l in g  
and get down to real bona f id e  business .  T h e  a d v e r 
tisements of Sum m erland  called  to g e th e r  a s t r a n g e  m e d 
ley of people— cranks of all so r ts  and  sizes. D o n ’t u n 
derstand by this th a t  the re  w ere  no sound ,  le v e l -h ead ed  
people there. T h ey  had  m an y  sensib le  m e n  a n d  w o m 
en there, but those who h ad  b een  g enera l  fa i lu res  e v e ry 
where else ou tnum bered  such “ by  a large m a jo r i t y . ” 
The result was they soon began  q ua rre l ing  a m o n g  t h e m 
selves. The colony divided on a lm o s t  every  q u es t io n ;  
and even street fights failed to m a k e  S u m m e r la n d  a ty p e  
of what the o ther  S u m m e r la n d  is su p p o sed  to be. 
Many of these people  have  left S u m m e r la n d  in disgust,  
or been relegated to  a p ro m in e n t  posit ion  in th e  rear ,  
where they belong.

1 he result is th a t  now th e y  see th a t  th e  only  w ay  to 
build up a colony th a t  will claim any th ing  like respec t  
is to go to work in unison. Mr. W il l iam s ,  w ho  owns 
something over a th o u san d  acres  of the  best land in the  
world, in the  best  c l im ate  in the  world, a t  Sum m erland ,  
and who has a lways been inspired to work for a g rand  
Spiritual colony and  ins t i tu te  there, desiring to see 
this Spiritual Mecca succeed, has now offered to a 
Joint S tock C o m p an y  a th o u san d  building lots, and 
about a thousand  acres of his best land at abou t  half 
price. I th ink  he offers it a t  considerable less than  
half specula tors  offered him foi it in booming times. 
This offer is not made to individuals, but is offered on 
condition they  will form ’ an association or jo int s tock

com pany and go to work in good faith to develop the
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m i n e r a l ,  t h e  c o a l  a n d  th e  gas  resources known to bo
t h e r e ;  a n d  to  bu i ld  a college, a sanitarium, and probably 
a  h o m e  fo r  s u p e r a n n u a t e d  m ed ium s  and speakers there.

T h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  of S u m m e rJa n d  have met andformed 
a  p r e l i m i n a r y  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  and  chosen as temporary 
t r u s t e e s ,  J .  W .  D ar l in g ,  Z .  T. Croop and W. D. 
W h e e l e r .  T h i s  c o m m i t t e e  has  gone to work to organ
ize t h e  a s s o c ia t io n ,  a n d  are  n o w  ready for stock sub
s c r ip t io n s .  S u b s c r ip t io n s  are  ten  dollars per share, and 
no  o n e  is a l lo w e d  to  ta k e  m o re  th a n  ten shares. Any
o n e  is a l lo w ed ,  h o w e v e r ,  to  d o n a te  any amount to this 
p u r p o s e  h e  o r  sh e  m a y  feel called  upon to use in this
w ay .

H e r e  is a  p la c e  w h e re  r ich  Sp ir i tua lis ts— and poor 
S p i r i tu a l i s t s  t o o — w h o  believe in m e d iu m ’s homes, sani
ta r iu m s ,  a n d  S p i r i tu a l  colleges, can  show their faith by 
th e i r  w orks .  F o r  all th e  p a r t ic u la r s  of this new move
m e n t  w r i te  to  W .  D. W h e e le r ,  th e  secretary  of the 
p ro  tern, assoc ia t ion .

T H E  M E N A C E  O F  P L U T O C R A C Y .

T h a t  so m e w h a t  s t r a n g e  word does no t  apply to one 
of the  old political wings m ore  th a n  the  other. A pluto
c ra t  is one who believes in th e  w ealth  governing the 
country .  T h e  la te  S e n a to r  S h a ro n  proved himself a
p lu to c ra t  w hen he said:

“We need a stronger government. The wealth of the country’ de
mands it. Without capital and the capitalist our country would not be 
worth a fig. The capital of the country demands protection; its 
rights are as sacred as the rights of the paupers, who are continually’ 
prating about the encroachment of capital and against centraliza
t i o n . ' -  T he w ea lth  o f  the  c o u n try  ha s to hear the  burdens o f  
the  g o v e r n m e n t , a n d  i t  sh o u ld  co jilro l i t ."

Jay  Gould is a pronounced p lu tocra t .  H e  proved
when, in his test im ony before a New York lemslat, 
com m ittee ,  he said, tha t  when he was with the  republic,-,
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he was a republican, a n d  w h e n  h e  w a s  w i t h  t h e  d e m o 
crats he was a d e m o c ra t ,  b u t  h e  w a s  a n  E r i e  r a i l r o a d  
man all the time. W h e n  h e  s w o r e  t h a t  h e ,  a s  p r e s i d e n t  
of the Erie road, h a d  fo u r  s t a t e s  t o  m a n a g e — t h a t  h e  
could no m ore  te l l  h o w  m a n y  l e g i s l a t o r s  h e  b o u g h t  t h a n  
he could tell how  m a n y  f r e ig h t  o a r s  h e  r u n  o u t ,  h e  s a id  
rich corporations m u s t  o w n  t h e  l a w  m a k e r s .  T h a t  is 
genuine p lu tocracy .

Now the w e a l th  of t h e  c o u n t r y  h a s  n o  c h o ic e  a s  to  
which d e p a r tm e n t  of t h e  g r e a t  d e m o - r e p u b l i c r a t i c  p a r t y  
is in power, on ly  so i t  c a n  u s e  it. C o r p o r a t i o n s  h a v e  
no more use for a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o u t  of p o w e r  t h a n  th e y  
have for a la s t  y e a r ’s a l m a n a c .  T h e y  i n t e n d  to  b e  t h e  
power b eh in d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  t h r o n e ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h ic h  d i 
vision of th e  p a r t y  is in p o w e r .

Political issues  a r e  c u t  a n d  f i t t e d  in t h e  s a lo o n s  of th e  
great w ea l th  c o r p o r a t i o n s  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  w e a l t h  
of the c o u n t ry  fixes t h e  p u p p e t s  a n d  s e t s  t h e m  to  d a n c 
ing. T h e  a v e ra g e  v o t e r  w h o  t h i n k s  h im se l f  a g r e a t  
political f a c to r  in t h e  c o u n t r y  is g r e a t ly  m i s t a k e n ;  he  is 
only th e  p o l i t ic a l  p u p p e t  w h o  d o e s  t h e  d a n c in g  as  t h e  
p lu tocrat  m a n i p u l a t e s  t h e  w ires .

1 he issues b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  d iv is ions  of th e  p lu to c ra c y  
are g o t te n  up  to  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of th e  c o m m o n  
people f rom  t h e  rea l  c a u s e s  of t h e  c a l a m i ty — to se t  th e  
people to  f igh t ing  a m o n g  th e m s e lv e s  w hile  th e y  go on
with th e i r  ro b b e ry .

J u s t  n o w  a  s t r a n g e  v is ion  h a s  co m e  o v e r  th e  sp ir i t  
of th e  d r e a m s  of b o t h  h e a d s  of th e  one  g re a t  poli t ica l  
p a r ty ;  o n e  p a r t  of it  ve ry  u n e x p e c te d ly  finds i tself  ou t  of 
b u s in ess  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  q u i te  as  u n e x p e c te d ly  finds it h as  
1 t a k e n  a t  its w ord ,  and  ju s t  now  th e  jo b  of r e d e e m -  
. . . in t rv  js in i ts  h an d s .  T h e  rep u b l ican  no
mg th e  0 0 1  c o „fidencein h is  r ep u b l ican ism ,  a n d  th e
lo n g e r  n a s  ^
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d e m o c r a t  h a s  l o s t  a l l  c o n f i d e n c e  in  t h e  medicine he ad- 
m i n i s t e r e d  e v e r y  d a y  f r o m  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s tump. T h e s e  
p o l i t i c a l  d o c t o r s  n e v e r  d i d  b e l i e v e  in  t h e i r  own medicine 

T h e  r e p u b l i c a n  e n d  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e ,  w h ich  is just now 
o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  is  u r g i n g  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  end to stand 
r i g h t  u p  a n d  d o  i t s  d u t y — T h e r e  n e v e r  w as  anythin? 
p l a i n e r  in  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  r e p u b l i c a n s  th a n  for the 
d e m o c r a t s ,  w h o  h a v e  t h e  l o w e r  h o u s e  o f  t h e  p resent con
g r e s s ,  t o  g o  r i g h t  t o  w o r k  a n d  r e p e a l  t h e  McKinley law 
a n d  u n d o  o t h e r  r e p u b l i c a n  m i s c h i e f ,  a n d  th e y  promise 
n o t  t o  p u t  a n y t h i n g  in t h e  w a y  o f  t h e m  d o in g  so. They 
w a n t  t h e  d e m o c r a t s  t o  c a l l  a n  e x t r a  s e s s i o n  of  congress 
a n d  s a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y '  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  O n  the  other 
h a n d ,  t h e r e  is  n o t  a  d e m o c r a t  w h o  is  in  any7 h u r ry ,  the 
c o u n t r v ,  in  t h e i r  e s t i m a t i o n ,  d o e s  n o t  n e e d  sav ing  half 
a s  b a d l y  a s  i t  d id  w h e n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n  was on 
a n d  e a c h  e n d  o f  t h e  p a r t y '  w a s  in  d e a d  e a r n e s t ,  try7ingto 
d e c e iv e  t h e  p e o p l e  i n t o  v o t i n g  f o r  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  policy. 
T h e  r e p u b l i c a n s  h a v e  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  has 
f o u n d  o u t  t h e  f a l s e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  p r o m i s e s  o f  t h e  good 
t h a t  w a s  to  c o m e  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of the 
M c K in le y  la w .  T h e y '  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  policy 
will n o t  b e n e f i t  t h e  c o u n t r y  any '— t h a t  t h e  d ifference 
b e t w e e n  t h e m  is a  m e r e  b a g - a - t e l l e — n o t  so  m u c h  as a 
f lea b i te ,  a n d  t h e y  k n o w  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i l l  f in d  it  out, 
a n d  t h e  m o r e  r a p i d l y  t h e  d e m o c r a t s  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  p r e 
t e n d e d  p r o g r a m m e  t h e  s o o n e r  t h e  w o r l d  w il l  t i r e  o f  th e m ,  
a n d  th e  s o o n e r  th e y 7, t h e m s e l v e s ,  w i l l  g e t  b a c k  to  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t  feed  t r o u g h .

T h u s  all th e  d e m o c r a t i c  b r a i n s  in  t h e  c o u n t r y  will
sp e n d  th e i r  m i g h ty  fo rc e  in c o n t r i v i n g  h o w  n o t  t o  do
any th ing ,  a n d  r e p u b l i c a n s  will e x h a u s t  a l l  o f  t h e i r  p e r  
suas ive  po w ers  in e x h o r t a t i o n s  to  Herr, P
duty .  M e a n t im e  t h e  r o b b e r s  will  °  * *° d °  t h e i r

£f° o n  r o b b i n g  t h e
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country and increasing mortgages on th e  few hom es 
which yet remain in the hands of the  poor.

V I I /E  V E N O M .

A man calling himself Dr. Houser,  has  w r i t ten  a book  
called “ Is marriage a failure?”— a book  no ticed  e lse 
where in our columns. W hile  the re  are a few re d e e m 
ing features about the book, m uch of it was evidently 
written for the same purpose th a t  th e  peddlers  razors  
were made; tha t is, “ to sell .” Of all the  books I ever 
read, I do not remember one con ta in ing  such base  and  
slanderous ad captandum  appeals  as are found in th is  
one. While the book advocates  every sen t im en t  th a t  
the people whom he calls “ freelovers” advocate ,  a book  
was never written th a t  spit out m ore  venom  and less 
argument against freelovers th a n  this. Th is  is all done 
evidently to catch th e  eye of th e  ignoran t  reader  who 
has heard, but knows no th ing  of freelove. As an  illus- 
tiation of what I m ean  I will quo te  one passage  found 
on pages 13-15:

“No more disgusting travelers are met on the highways of life, or 
in the by-ways, than the freelove croakers. I f  I were to attempt to 
describe the personification of all human depravity, and select the 
most repulsive creature I could think of, one who would be revolting 
to every sense of decency, an outrage to every idea of purity, I would 
but point out short haired,masculine woman, who mounts the rostrum 
to pour forth her turbid flood of sexual putrescence, called freelove, 
whose other name is prostitution. Those moral and sexual moustroc- 
ities would overturn the marriage relation, upon which rests all the 
purity and sanctity of home; they would defile the cradle, rob the 
child of decent parentage, crucify the honor of every woman, bring a 
feudal age to all affection, and make ever}7 man an indecent chieftain, 
and every woman an object of vile conquest. Isot this age, 1101 auj 
past age, has ever seen as vile a horde, or nasty congregation of m is
guided and improperly ealled humanity, as the advocates of freelove. 
% * * Modern freelove crucifies the soul on the altar of the body.
It dethrones manhood and debases womanhood to the level of com-

U1°I reaUy wish for this w r i te r ’s own sake th a t  he had
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n o t  a r r iv e d  a t  s u c h  a  p in n a c le  of exc i tem ent so soon in 
s u c h  c a s e s  it  is a l w a y s  t h e  m a n  a n d  no t  the subject he 
s e e k s  to  t r a d u c e  t h a t  suffers. I f  before  he got into lhs 
t e r r i b l e  f r e n z y  h e  h a d  t a k e n  t im e  to  have separated his 
c h a r g e s  a  l i t t l e ,  h is  r e a d e r s  c o u ld  possib ly  have under
s to o d  h im  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  As it is, no one can find out 
w h a t  h e  is d e n o u n c i n g ;  t h e r e  is s o m e th in g  terribly out 
o f  j o i n t  e i t h e r  w i th  t h e  d o c t o r  o r  w i th  the  women he 
s e e k s  t o  d e s c r ib e ,  b u t  “ n o  f e l l a h ” can  tell just which! 
I a m  in c l in ed ,  h o w e v e r ,  to  th in k  t h a t  he has  somewhere
r u n  a c ro s s  s o m e  t e r r i b ly  n a u g h t y  w o m en ,  but what is 
t h e  m a t t e r  w i th  th e s e  ‘ ‘p e r s o n i f ic a t io n s  of all human de
p r a v i t y ? ” W h y  th e y  “ w e a r  s h o r t  h a i r , ” they  are “ mas
c u l in e ,” a n d  t h e y  “ m o u n t  t h e  r o s t r u m ! ” J u s t  think of it! 
W h a t  “ p e r s o n i f i c a t io n s  of h u m a n  depravity!  Bring 
t h e m  o u t  a n d  le t  t h e m  be  s t o n e d  to  d ea th !  T hen  the) 
a re  gu il ty  of o t h e r  s ins ,  a l m o s t  as  b a d  as  wearing  “ short 
h a i r , ” t h a t  is, t h e y  a r e  “ p o u r in g  fo r th  tu rb id  floods of 
sexua l  p u t r e s c e n c e , ” a n d  t h a t  r ig h t  on  th e  rostrum! 
O h! S end  for th e  d o c to r ,  qu ick!

W h v  did n o t  th e  d o c to r  te l l  h is  r e a d e r s  w hich  of these 
w o m e n ’s g r e a t  c r im e s  w e re  th e  m o s t  he inous ,  so the 
w orld  w ould  k n o w  h o w  to  m e t e  o u t  th e  p r o p e r  punish
m en t?  W h ic h  w as  it, d o c to r?  W a s i t  w e a r in g  “ sh o r t  hair?” 
If so, le t  us h av e  a law  p a s s e d  h a n g in g  every  short 
ha i red  w o m an !  O r  is th e  p a r t i c u l a r  w o m a n  a sinner 
above  all o th e r s  b ec a u se  sh e  h a p p e n e d  to  bo rd e r  on 
m asculin ity?  If so, le t  us c ruc ify  ever}* w o m a n  that 
h ap p e n s  to m an ife s t  an y  m a sc u l in e  tendenc ie s !  P ro b 
ably  h e r  g rea t  c r im e  w as “ m o u n t in g  th e  r o s t r u m .” 
H o w  should  she ge t  on to  th e  ro s t ru m ?  W ill  th e  learned 
doc to r  tell us? Com e, doc to r ,  tell us in th e  rev ised  ed i
t ion  of your  book, w h e th e r  you w ould  h a v e  w o m a n  roll ud
on th e  ro s t ru m , or  will you h av e  h e r  Ke t  dow n  on her
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hands and knees and crawl up? Or do you mean that 
freelove women, or short haired w om en ,m ust  no t go on
to the rostrum at all?

Possibly you are a member of Dr. Buckley’s churchy 
and believe with Paul and the  good M ethodist  Divine, 
that if woman would know anyth ing  she should “ learn- 
of her husband at h o m e .” Ah, doctor, your wife and 
mine married the wrong men to learn  very m uch of 
their husbands!

Seriously, is it possible for a person to make h im 
self appear more ridiculous to a well informed person 
than the doctor has in the  quota tion  above made? 
Ihe  fact is, there is not a tru th fu l  sentence in the  
whole quotation; it was no t  w ritten  for t ru th ,  it was 
written as c lap - trap— throw n out as a bait  to catch  
fools. It  is insured to ca tch  no others. I t  is not true 
that the women advocates  of free love generally wear 
short hair; nor are they  generally masculine women. 
If they were guilty of ei ther of these offenses, does th a t  
make their logic bad, or the ir  conclusions illegitimate? 
It is their doctrines and not the ir  personnel th a t  should 
be called in question. T h e re  is no controversy as to 
who wears the longest hair, or who is the most effemi
nate; the question is, should love be free ,  or is it a dan 
gerous thing to turn  loose on this wicked world? It is 
not true tha t  a wom an who happens to believe in free
love, “ pours forth a turbid flood of sexual putrescence. ” 
It is not true th a t  they ever advocated prostitution. The 
doctor is defied to show a single line of anything of the 
kind. Will the  doctor or someone else tell us w hat 
frcelover ever proposed to injure the sanctity of home, 
()1- to “ defile the  cradle?” 1 brand all the doctor’s charges 
'is originating in an unpardonable ignorance; otherwise 
they are willful and wholesale falsehoods.
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Sure ly  Jove never  injured anybody; Paul said “W 
w o rk e th  no  i l l .” And how  about freedom being dan
gerous? A free press,  a free land, free thought, andeven 
free negroes  now  go down with the doctor; and this 
p a r t  of his book ap p ea rs  to act on the assumption that 
free  h a te  is no t  a bad th ing  to indulge; but love, the 
p u re s t  and  the  g ran d es t  of all the emotions, must be 
b o u n d  with  chains! I reason  exactly the other way; I 
say  let us t ry  to keep ha te  in close quarters, but let us 
give love th e  field, it will do no harm.

Does the  re a d e r  ask w h a t  freelovers advocate? I an
swer, you will find all the ir  doctrines in Dr. Housers 
book. After he ge ts  through  his tirade of vilifications 
he proceeds to pu t  their  doctrines on to almost e\er\ 
page of his book. A few quo ta t ions  must suffice. On
page 16, th e  doc to r  says:

“ There are persons against whose moral character there can be no 
allegations, and yet two persons of this kind may many and utterh 
fail to get along in peace. In  th e ir  n a tu re s  there  are hetrogeneous ele
m en ts th a t w i l l  n o t, th a t  canno t h a rm o n iz e , n o r  is i t  in  tneirpower to 
l iv e  together in  tra n q u ili ty .

In such cases, freelovers say, marriage is a decided 
failure.— th a t  law, and not love, made them man and 
wife, and th a t  it is the ir  du ty  not to people the world 
with the offspring of such marriages; their  duty is to sep
arate, and leave each o the r  free to find their  true mate. 
W hat  does the doctor say to this? On pages 37 and 
3<S he says:

“This fact the increasing number o f divorces), though seeminglv 
~ J tumble to some, is one 0 /  the best evidences 0 /  a d v a n c in g  c iv ili
za tion , and the p u r i fy in g  o f  society. It is an evidence that mar- 
nage:, held m higher esteem, home more sacred, the rights of mar-

:n°re re5pected' 11 »  ‘rue that this should be
hu, u  is z \7 lr l grantey ° r « " * —
obligated to live with a companion-Ph ' -it'- morally 
pointm entto th e ir  lo t."  a ‘ only m isery and disap-
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That is the genuine f r e e lo v e  answer to that question. 
Should anyone incline t o  misunderstand the doctor in 
what I h ave  quoted, the following is so plain that a way
faring man, though a—denouncer of freelovers, cannot 
fail to catch its meaning. Pages 40, 41:

“Let the mind draw the most frightful picture the imagination is 
capable of conceiving. Let it picture a gloomy cave surrounded by 
stone walls, and paved with a stone floor. Let no light break through 
the gloomy walls above nor below, and let the cave be filled with the 
dead bodies of men, and beside each body let there be pools of corrod
ing blood in which vile toads croak and where foul worms writhe 
and poisonous serpents hiss. Let vampires tear the decayed flesh 
from motionless bones, let jackals rend the dead with their fangs; 
let the serpents hiss from the lack-lustre of the eyeless holes where 
once gleamed bright eyes. Let toads croak from between the chatter
ing teeth, where speechless tongues again receive speech, and let the 
dead hands ot those putrid bodies beat back the vampires that ad
vance to rend them; let them clutch the jackals that tear off their 
flesh; let the awful wail of torture, even of the dead, burst from their 
once sealed lips, and pandemonium thus awful reigns. Let worms 
writhe, serpents hiss, jackals growl, vampires rave with rage, beaten 
jack by the dead hands of this charnel house; then shutout every 

gleam of day, and turn upon this awful fantasmagoria the fiercest 
gleam of hell; and chain to that stone floor the sensitive woman, and 
she would be less miserable than chained to a beastly husband. Oh,
Hell! Hell! thy other name is unhappy marriage. How any person, 
laying claims to the least feeling of human kindness, could refuse 
freedom from the unfortunate matrimonial bastile is more than /  
can imagine

Hold on, doctor, hold on there! I fear your “ hair’’ 
has been clipped! Why! no short haired woman has 
ever “ mounted a rostrum,’’ and dealt out such a string 
of hyperboles as you are using. Aren’t you getting 
slightly “ masculine?” Such “ putrescence” as you are 
getting off can’t be matched even by those who would 
“overturn the marriage relation.”

Doctor, read us three more lines of your book and 
we will dismiss you for this time. Here they are on

page 42:
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Love in the house is the only tlun- that can keep the mam 
of divorce courts. Love is the sunlight that gives ettrv , 5,1
golden fleece.”

I ha t  is exactly  the  doctrine freelovers have advocate,i 
for over  tw o-sco re  years. Now when you repent o| 
y o u r  denunc ia t ions  of people you either do not know any 
th in g  abou t ,  or th a t  you have willfully and maliciously 
s lan d e red ,  you can be adm itted  to an humble place 

a m o n g  your  fellow freelovers.

OUR BOOK TABLE.

WOMAN, AND HER RELATIONS TO HUMANITY. Gleams of 
celestial light on the genesis and development of the body, 
soul and ^spirit, and consequent moralization of the human 
family. Offered especially to woman for study and contem
plation; not to the phenomena hunter, but to the Spiritual stu
dent and deep thinker. The True Religion: Magnetism- 
Materialization—Reincarnation. Boston: Colby & Rich, Pub
lishers, 9 Bos worth Street, 1S92.

N e w  T h o u g h t  would like to recommend every honest 
book, but a few writers of Spiritualist books have missed 
their  calling. The  au thors  of this book evidently be
long to this class. There  are a few good ideas in it, but 
the  syntax is so bad, and the ideas so scarce that it 
would take too great a stretch of conscience to recom
mend it. Henry W ard  Beecher told Spiritualists that 
much of their literature was trashy. This book unfor
tunately belongs to tha t class.

IS MARRIAGE A FAILURE? Or Lesion* of Life. You most 
learn them—You will learn them. Will it be to profit yourself 
and better the world? By J. A. Houser, M. I)., Indianapolis In,I 
Author of “ A Helping Hand,’’ “ Babies and Bread,” -tc. Illui- 
trated. 1S92. Vincent Bros. Pub. Co, Indianapolis.

Th,5 book must not be judged by the paragraphs 
picked to pieces elsewhere in this magazine. It con
tarns many meritorious passages. While there are many
good thmgs in „ there is nothing new in ,«, matter or 
,n the manner o. its presentation. It conUins ^
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w r i t t e n  chapters  on C om patib i l i ty ;  Mixing of Races;  
t() Marry; The Religion of H orne ;  L ove  and  F a i th ;  

no; Happiness; H usbands ;  F a s t  Men; Second  Mar- 
,,cw, etc., beside several little poem s of som e merit.

In one place the au th o r  describes-and forgives the  Mag
dalene, as follows:

■ Homeless, liusbatnlless, childless, she bowed to commune with 
i;t r dead; she prayed, and in praying laid her burdens down. Tho’ 
'fallen;' though the world had marked her with a ‘scarlet letter;’ 
tiimij'h the flowers of maternity were the nettles of sin; though grief 
uid death walked on either side of her path, faith and hope stood 
!/v her when she kneeled, and a voice gentle as pity, said: ‘Peace! 
thy sins are forgiven.’ ”

1 he author of this book is the enemy of greed and 
avarice, and the friend of the poor; and gives the fol
lowing sensible advice:

‘As a protection to mother and children, that home should be 
deeded to the wife, that no debts arising from the uncertainty of a 
business or professional career, may ever deprive those innocent 
creatures of a hearth and a roof. The avarice of capital lias no soul 
or heart. It will, without a sigh, send the weeping mother into the 
-treet with a starving or dying child in her arms. G reed has no ears, 
no e ves on ly  cla tvs. ’ ’

The folio wing quotations are from the chapter  on 
Home.

“The greed of the wealthy makes anarchists of the poor.” * 
Though thousands upon thousand- are homeless, foreign corpora

tions own sufficient lands in the United States, if it were gathered to-
;ether, to make ten states like Indiana, and y e t  the child of Columbia 
is without a home, while the foreigner, who has not even come to 
this country, forms a  syndicate and g e t s  our land for a pittance, to 
put the free-born American upon it to be a serf, and toil for him as 
the down-trodden Irish toil for him on the Green Isle.” * * ‘‘The
Strength of this republic is not in the corporations and horded money, 
but in the happy homes its j>coplo have.” * + ‘ In 1S90 the New 
York tenement houses contained 163,71a children. This is eight- 
ninths of 'dl the children in the ci ty .  These loathsome places of 
hmn hi h IkmI. a r e  almost entirely w i t h o u t  ventilation, sunlight, or the 

fa home in ao> • To live mlh-  m means physical
, . some cases nine or ten persons were /011mland m o r a l  oeam.,,, 1, n feet sou are. In two small rooms m one tenementl iving in •  room ten icei 1
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lodged eight adults and ten children. In one house were found 58 b * ,
,n  a n o th e r  io i  a d u lts  an d  91 children; in another 89, and in an /L  
1 ,0  ch ild ren . * * “ C om pulsory education is not enforced in New
Y o rk , n o r even  an  a ttem p t to  do so, nor is there any effort to  prevent 
th e  sale of in to x ican ts  or tobacco to these little creatures. Surrounded 

th u s , th e re  is no escape for th is  g reat army of children, except the 
grave, th a t  is very close over most of them; prisons get a good per 
cen t of w hat is left.” * * “ There is not a great city in this country
w here a m oral, up righ t, honest, Christian gentleman could be elected 
m avor; th e  im m oral elem ents control the elections.”

O n  m a r r ia g e  th e  a u th o r ’s final conclusion is, “that if 
gu ided  by  in te ll igence, honesty , love and purity, mar
riage will ever  be a s u c c e s s — without them, a failure/' 
I t  is p re su m ed  the  price of this book, bound in cloth, is 
75 cents .  A t leas t  Moses Hull & Co. will agree to furn
ish it a t  t h a t  price.

TH E LYRIC OF L IF E , u n f o ld in g  Principics of
s e e n  a n d  u n s e e n  fo r c e s  o f  n a tu r e . 2 sey  th o u & t <Lnaerlm 
m o t io n , a n d  t h e  w o r ld  l i f e  o f  s u n s , b y  L au ra  - • 
b o u r s e ,  a u th o r  of P e n c i l in g s  fr o m  Im m o rta lity  .
M o u lto n , B u ffa lo , 1S92. ,

T h e  above  is th e  t i t le -p a g e  of a nicely printed and
h a n d so m e ly  b o u n d  b o o k  t h a t  has  found its v a) to our 
table .  T h is  vo lum e is ado rned  w ith  a fine frontispiece, 
an  excellen t  p ic tu re  of th e  au th o r ;  it contains one hun
dred  and  fifty-nine pages. T h e  au thor  has dedicated 
it to  “ T h e  wide, wide w o r ld . ’’

Mrs. Xourse is an inspira tional w riter  of many years 
experience. In  the  preface of book under notice, she 
says:

“ T h ese  tru th s em b o d ied  in  th is  w o rk , ca m e to  m e after much 
th o u g h t an d  m en ta l q u estio n in g , in  th e  y ea r  1S79, so lv in g  w hat life 
w as in  a ll its  form s o f  p e r so n a litv .’ ’

T h e  ta b le  of c o n te n ts  p re se n ts  an  a r ra y  of in teresting
su b jec ts  T h e  vo lum e co n ta in s  one  h u n d re d  a n d f i  
n ine p ro d u c tio n s— all poem s. W e  h ave  
fo rm e d o f  th e  price of " T h e  L y ric  o f L f  -  ^
M rs. L a u ra  A. S underlin  N oursel M oline, I j '  A ddress


