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A F E W  T H I N G S  TO UN TOAD.

What has been sh o w n — W e m u s t  g e t  a n d  k e e p  c o n tro l— W h o  n e e d s  
ex te rn a l s p ir i tu a l  m a n ife s ta t io n s ? — E x te r n a l  p h e n o m e n a  n o t  
S p iritu a lism — A m is ta k e  o f  S p i r i tu a l is ts — H o w  S p i r i tu a l is ts  
encourage  t r ic k s te r s — M a n y  e n c o u ra g e  th e m  fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  
“ the  c a u se ” — T ig h t  a n d  t r i f l in g  S p i r i tu a l is ts — H o w  th e y  in 
ju re  S p ir i tu a lis m — M a n y  s p i r i ts  n o t  fit a s s o c ia te s  fo r  m o r ta ls  

M any  w ill lie  a n d  d e c e iv e , a n d  e x p e c t  th e  s a m e  o f  y o u — 
W h at we n e e d  m o re  th a n  t e s t s — S o m e th in g  w h ic h  c a n n o t  h e  
ta u g h t A w o rd  w ith  m a te r i a l i s t s —A d ia lo g u e — H o w  d o e s  th e  
m a te r ia lis t  e x p la in  m e m o ry , th o u g h t ,  re f le c tio n , e tc?— W h e re  
is th e  in d iv id u a lity ?  W h a t  p a sse s  j u d g m e n t  on  w h a t  th e  se n se s  
bring?— T h e  M e, a n d  th e  n o t  M e .— M a tte r  a n d  s p i r i t  b o th  
p roved  b y  th e i r  p h e n o m e n a — T e s tim o n y  o f  a  p h y s ic ia n .

I luis far 1 h a v e  on ly  t r ied  to  im p ress  th e  r e a d e r  w i th  
two th o u g h ts ;  w h ich  I h o p e  h a v e  b e e n  r e m e m b e re d  a n d  
thoroughly p o n d e re d .  T h e  first is t h a t  th e  l igh t a n d  
power we seek  c a n  on ly  be  g iven  to  th e  pure .  “ B le ssed  
are the  p u re  in h e a r t  for  th e y  sha l l  see G o d . ” T h e y  
alone can  c l im b  to  th i s  su m m it .

In th e  seco n d  p la ce  1 t r ied  to  sh o w  you w h a t  you  are ;  
;md th a t  all p o w e r  w h ich  is in h e a v e n  a n d  on e a r th  is 
wait ing  to  be  d e v e l o p e d  in you  a n d  me. T h e  th in g  we 
w an t  is to  m a k e  ou rse lv es  vessels  c a p a b le  of ho ld ing  th is
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power. I t  is now time to trace some of these positions 
to  the ir  leg itim ate  consequences.

L e t  us rem em ber,  and bear in mind, we do not ret 
s ick ' if our  bodies, not ourselves, get out of repair it is
;  proof th a t  we have abused them; or, rather perhaps
a j  u  Uxrdra] to r u n  a n d  ru in  us insteadwe have allowed the physical t o r  ( The ^
of ou r  running an can  0 ffet control and keep it.
dissideratum we n o w w a n ^  As Iong as the
Paul said: * I keep „ lh ;eCtion to the spir i tua l ,  jou 
body is kept in , f -hen one loses hold of himself,
can keep it hea l th ) .  , . ef who throws the re:=>
h e is worse off than  e ^  ^  steeds are not more
down and applies the « h  P _  may be expected-
sensible than t h e d n '®r learned of his spiritual eu=t- 

Now, «  the reader has ^  what Paul
ence and power, he will . „ If indeed ■•all
when he said: -All t h i n g s j  w e  w a n t  any th in
things” are literally o u r s . ^ h e n ,  ^  ^  ;t T h e  realm 

all w e  have to do 1= o n e n e d  to us; " e U1
Of the occult and ask unfleshed spirits to
then, a s  in f o r m e r  out and do for ou r s e lv e s ,  
do fo r  u s ;  we wil l  r e a  f e s TAT i o n s .

e x t e r n a l  i  - ■ y  life  when exter-
There  have been times m n e a j ^ e nee<jed (Q con.

nal manifestations of spirit p with many of us.
Vince t h e m  of  s p . r . t u a  ' i f e s t a t i o n s  t h e  b e t t e r .  P u t  
t h e  m o r e  m a t e r i a l  t h e  }J a tion  w h e r e  w e  c a n  s e e  our-
w h e n  w e  g e t  u p  o n  - n e e d  t o  .sec o t h e r
se lv es  as  sp i r i tu a l  b e in g s ,  w e  n o  l o n g e r  n e e d  to
f o r m s  m a te r i a l i z e  t o  e n a b l e , u s  t o  r e c o g n iz e  s p i r i tu a l l  . .
A f te r  we h a v e  s t r e t c h e d  o u r  o w n  s p i r i t u a l  p i n i o n s  am .
s o a re d  a lo f t  in to  th e  r e a lm  of th e  sp i r i tu a l ,  t h e n  w e  no
m o r e  need  to  see m a te r ia l i ze d  fo rm s  to  c o n v in c e  US of
sp i r i tu a l i ty  th a n  we need to  look  in to  a m ir ro r ,  o r  to



N E W  T H O U G H T . 99

• -ch our bodies, to  c o n v in c e  o u r s e l v e s  o f  o u r  p h y s i c a l  
"•-xistence. W h a t  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g :  s e e s  a n d  h e a r s  it is 

' n ’er necessarv for t h e  e v e s  a n d  e a r s  t o  s e e  a n d  h e a r .* ‘ * v"* • •
While, individually  I ,  t o - d a y ,  b e l i e v e  a s  f i rm ly  in 

what we call the  sp i r i tu a l  p h e n o m e n a  a s  I d o  in  m y  ex -  
:?:ence. and while I a c k n o w le d g e  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  to  b e  
the ladder on which I c l im b e d  o u t  of  t h e  s lo u g h s  o f  
materialism, I do n o t  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h e  e x t e r n a l  p h e n 
omena consti tu te  S p i r i t u a l i s m ;  t h e y  a r e  m e r e ly  th e  s t e p s  
leading to the  door  o p e n in g  to  i ts  v e s t ib u le .  T h e  p h e n 
omena do n o t  m a k e  S p i r i t u a l i s m ;  S p i r i t u a l i s m  p r o 
duces the p h e n o m e n a .

I think m any  g o o d  a n d  h o n e s t  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  h a v e  c o m 
mitted an egregious b l u n d e r  in c o n f in in g  th e m s e lv e s  as 
they have to th e  e x t e r n a l  p h e n o m e n a .  T h i s  m is ta k e  
has greatly d a m a g e d  g e n u in e  S p i r i tu a l i s m  by  ca l l ing  to  
the front a p ack  of m e r c e n a r y  l e e c h e s — ghou ls ,  ca l l ing  
themselves m ed ium s ,  w h o  fo r  d o l la r s  a n d  cen ts  h av e  
imposed on th e  m o s t  s a c re d  fee l ings k n o w n  to  h u m a n i ty ,  
and in th e - to - s o m e -o f -u s - s a c re d  n a m e  of Sp ir i tua l ism , 
have s im ulated  ev e ry  p h e n o m e n o n  th e  sp ir i t  w orld  has 
produced th ro u g h  g en u in e  m e d iu m s .  So successful 
have these v am p ire s  b e e n  in th e i r  en te rp r i se s  th a t  they  
have reaped go lden  h a rv e s ts  in th e  n a m e  of spir i tualism 
and m edium ship ;  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  they  have brought 
genuine S p i r i tu a l i sm  a n d  h o n e s t  m e d i u m s h i p  into di^ 
repute w ith  th a t  p o r t io n  of th e  c o m m u n i t y  who have 
lacked th e  d isc e rn m e n t  to  ■•sever the  chaff I r o n ,  th e  
wheat," i n  w h a t  is  c a l l e d  S p i r i t u a l i s m .

SPR 1T U A U IST S AT FA U L T.
. * c o m p e l l e d  to acknowledge th a t  m a n y

I am  sorry u' ^  g  iritUalists have given as m u c h ,
honest, b u t  vcl( ‘ ore encouragement to t h e s e  ‘;false
and s o m e t i m e s  eN^n t o  t h e  t r u e .  H u n d r e d s  o fS p ir i t u a l i s m  asapostles” o
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Spir i tua l is ts  have  looked upon every suggestion that 
th e  rogue know s no age, country  or religion, and that 
th e re  a re  even now  as m any false mediums as there ever 
were  false p rophe ts ,  false Christs or false apostles; as 
o r ig ina t ing  in jea lousy  of mediums and mediumship. 
Personally ,  I have been urged many times by old Spirit
ualists, w hen I have seen th a t  the people were unloading 
th e ir  dollars  into the  lap of some unconscionable fraud, 
to  ‘ ‘say  no th in g  abou t  it; as to expose it would injure 
genuine  Spiritualism. ” Bah! the Spiritualism which 
needs the  aid of tricks and tricksters, can never benefit 
any  one only  those  who get their  bread and butter b} 
imposing on so m eb o d y ’s credulity!

Again, old Spiritualis ts  have been known to join seances 
in a spirit of such levity, as, it seems to me would drive 
any high-minded, self-respecting spirit or influence away. 
W hen  I ven ture  into the presence of the unseen, or 
when I invite them  into m y presence, I want to feel 
much as I apprehend  Moses, of old, must have felt vhen 
the angel said to him, “ put off thy  shoes from off thy 
feet for the place whereon thou s tandest  is holy ground, 
— Ex. iii: 5. Or as P e te r  felt when he said: “ Lord, it is 
good for us to be here; if thou wilt, let us make here 
three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses and 
one for Elias.— "Matt xvii: 4.

If Spiritualists could realize th a t  when they approach 
the spirit-world in a spirit of levity, they  are playing 
into the hands of its defamers and a t  the  same time 
inviting as spiritual guests and com panions those cal- 
culated to drag them down ra ther  than  to lead th e n , 'n o  
to a higher and purer life. I believe many of th, , ,
reform in this matter. It is  ̂ ' ' n would
and frivolous, foolish and 'o d d y 'V  ^  r̂ ahors
inside (he ranks, have injured • KMfle(1 Spiritualists.1 11 e 11 SI • 1 f | f . I •

l,dll8rn more than
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a;; rhe opponents in t h e  w o r l d  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  h a v e  d o n e .
Thirty years e x p e r ien ce  h a s  t a u g h t  m e  t h a t  s p i r i t 

ualism can be m a d e  a  c u r s e  o r  a  b l e s s i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  a s  
v.e approach and use it. T h e r e  a r e  l e g i o n s  o f  s p i r i t s  i n  
rhe other world w h o  a re  l ike  a  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  
vou meet here, l ight,  chaffv ,  f r iv o lo u s .  Y o u  c a n  l e a r n  
nothing by spend ing  y o u r  t i m e  w i t h  t h e m ;  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
capable of in s t ru c t in g  y o u ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  l i t t l e ,  o r  n o  
desire to receive i n s t r u c t io n .  T h e y  w i l l  f l a t t e r  y o u ,  
praise you, and  m a k e  a l l  s o r t s  o f  p r o m i s e s  t o  a n d  c o n 
cerning you. T h e y  w il l  t e l l  y o u  w h a t  a  w o n d e r f u l  m a n  
or woman you a re ;  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  n e v e r  v e t  s e e n  y o u
in your native  g r e a t n e s s ;  a n d ,  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  m a k e  o f
you the m ost w o n d e r f u l  m e d i u m  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  e v e r  
seen.

They will te ll  y o u  a  t h o u s a n d  a n d  o n e  M u n c h h a u s e n  
stories abo u t  th e  w o n d e r s  of  S p i r i t u a l i s m  a n d  s p i r i t - l i f e ,  
and will u sua l ly  w in d  u p  b y  i n f o r m i n g  y o u  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
Socrates, J e s u s  C h r i s t  o r  H e n r y  C l a y ;  o r  p o s s i b l y  s o m e 
body m ore  w o n d e r f u l  s t i l l ,  w h o  w e n t  d o w n  o n  t h e  
“ Lost A t la n t is ,  ’ o r  s o m e  o n e  w h o  e x i s t e d  s e v e n t y - f o u r -  
millions of y e a r s  b e f o r e  C h r i s t .

In tu rn ,  t h e y  e x p e c t  y o u  to  t e l l  t h e m  t h a t  they '  a r e  
wonderfully w ise ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  m a d e  j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  
selection in c h o o s in g  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  m e d i u m  t h e y  a r e  
just now u s in g — t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  g iv e  a  m i l l io n  d o l l a r s  
to know t h a t  s o m e t i m e  in t h e  e t e r n i t i e s  y o u  c o u l d  g e t  
sp iritually  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  w i t h i n  a  t h o u s a n d  m i le s  of
their sp h e re .

B es ides  all t h i s ;  a s  t h e r e  a r e  m is c h ie f  m a k e r s  h e r e ,
So th e rc  a re  m is c h ie f  m a k i n g  s p i r i t s .  Y o u  c a n  g a in  no

d [rorn t h e m ,  a n d  th e y ,  i n s t e a d  of c o m i n g  h u m b l y  to
7 i i. w h e r e  th e  t r u t h  is, h a v e  c o m e  to  belearn  w i ia t  , r .

i . . .do led  a n d  p e t t e d ;  to  m a k e  w o n d e r f u l  p r e f la t tered ,  c a jo m
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dic tions ,  and , of ten  to  lead those over whom they niav 
c h a n c e  to  have  influence, into mischief. Young anil 
v e rd a n t  S p ir i tau l is ts  m ay  th ink this picture over-drawn' 
old ones  know  it is not.

A fter  hav ing  lea rned  th a t  we are spiritual beings it is 
n o t  s im ply  com m union  with spirits we want; it is com
m union  with  exalted  spirits, truthful spirits, wise spirits, 
spirits  who will help us by pointing out our errors and 
assisting us to tu rn  from them. W h a t  we as Spirit
ualists w an t  is to  reach out beyond the curiosity phase— 
beyond the  insane rushing after tests— beyond “seeking 
after  signs, ” into the  higher, the deeper, more profound 
and earnes t  spiritual work.

ALL SHOULD USE T H E I R  OWN SPIRITUAL POWER.

Please excuse this apparen t  digression from my sub
ject; it seemed to be demanded. I will now return to 
what I intended to say when I was switched off. Having 
learned what we are and our possibilites, the next im
portant work is to learn to use our powers. I say learn 
to use them, and yet this is something which cannot 
wholly be taught. Some things come without the 
teachings of others, or they never come at all. You 
cannot teach a person how to mourn or how to rejoice. 
Nature has no set phrases of joy and sorrow. You 
cannot teach a person how to pray.

The poet said:
“ Prayer is the hear t 's  sincere desire,
Unuttered or expressed."

The expression of praver is . ., ■ * r 1 yer 1S an almost involuntaryejaculation w i n c h  forces ( s e l f  t l . ~  . 31 • lscir through the in^ In ncertain sense tins is true of the . C JT S* 1,1 a
faculties; it must come at h,;ist ° U.S° °[ our spiritual
is a  power which grows a n d  , , f intuitively. ft
babe can be taught to waltz, hut*it r?nf:th w,th use. A

a ^1°w process.
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You must first t e a c h  it to  s t a n d  a l o n e ;  t h e n  t o  w a l k  ; t h e n
to run; after t h a t  y o u  c a n  i n s t r u c t  i t  s o m e w h a t  in  “ t h e
poetry of m o t io n .” S o ,  in s e n d i n g  y o u r  s p i r i t  f o r c e s  o u t .  
you must first know , t h a t  is, y o u  m u s t  r e a l i z e ,  a s  J o b  s a i d ,  
••for myself, a n d  n o t  a n o t h e r , ” t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t h e s e  
powers; th e n  g r a d u a l ly  l e a r n  t o  u s e  t h e m .  T h e  u s e  
may be very m e a g r e  a t  f i rs t ,  b u t  u s e  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  
power, and use in  o n e  d i r e c t i o n  p r e p a r e s  y o u  to  c a l l  
yourself out in o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n s .

A WORD WITH MATERIALISTS.
A m a te r ia l i s t i c a l ly  i n c l i n e d  f r i e n d  o n c e  s a i d  t o  m e :  

“ Your th e o r ie s  a n d  a r g u m e n t s  a r e  b e a u t i f u l  i n d e e d ;  a n d ,  
it one ad m its  y o u r  p r e m i s e s  I c a n n o t  s e e  h o w  h e  c a n  
escape your  c o n c l u s i o n s ;  b u t  h o w  d o  y o u  g o  t o  w o r k  t o  
prove your  p r e m is e s .  I d o  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  I a m  d i v i n e  
a child of G o d ,  a s  y o u  sa3r. I n d e e d  I d o  n o t  k n o w  
that D ivinity  as  y o u  c a l l  it  e x i s t s ,  h o w  c a n  I t h e r e f o r e
adopt y o u r  c o n c l u s i o n s ?  ‘ ‘I a n s w e r e d  t h e n  a s  I d o  n o w ;  
I do no t  see  t h a t  y o u  c a n .  I f  m y  p r e m i s e s  a r e  n o t  
sound m y  c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  i l l i g i t i m a t e ;  b u t  h o w  c a n  a n y  
one, by a  c o u r s e  o f  a p r i o r i  r e a s o n i n g  f ind  a n y  o t h e r  
prem ises  t h a n  t h o s e  b e f o r e  s t a t e d ?

P e rm i t  m e  to  p l a c e  t h e  m a t t e r  in  t h e  s h a p e  o f  a  s u p 
posed c o n v e r s a t i o n .  R e m e m b e r  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  
it is no p a r t  of m y  p r e s e n t  w o r k  t o  d e b a t e  a n y o n e  in to  
a belief of t h e  p r e m i s e s  h e r e  a s s u m e d  o r  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s
g a th e re d  f ro m  t h e m .

M a t e r i a l i s t -  “ I a m  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  so  o r g a n i z e d  t h a t  
I c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  in t h a t  w h i c h  1 c a n n o t  r e a c h  t h r o u g h  
e i t h e r  of m y  f ive s e n s e s .  As m y  e y e s  c a n n o t  s e e  m y  
■divine n a t u r e ’ a s  t h e y  d o  m y  p h y s i c a l  n a t u r e  I c a n n o t
believe that it  e x i s t s . ’’

..............ai ns  w o u ld  by n a i o t y  of r e a s o n i n gS l ’IRlTUAlTS 1
tl »xisti*nce of e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  c a n n o t  c o m p r e h e n d
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th rough your five physical senses. Clairvoyance, clair- 
audience and hypnotism have now taken rank among 
the  prox ed sciences, but neither of these can be ex
plained by the  five physical senses, any more easilv than 
these senses can explain the existence of the spiritual part 
of man or the Deity. If you assume that all phenomena 
are explainable by and to the five senses, will you please 
tell me by which one of your senses it is that you com
prehend and explain mind, thought, memory, reflection?"

Materialist— “ O, mind is matter, or it is rather a 
function of m atter ;  thought, memory and reflection are
functions of the mind."

S p i r i t u a l i s t — “ Then  will you please explain in what 
does the ego, the / ,  the individuality reside? Is it in 
matter or its function? I f it is in matter, whj not in 
all matter? why does not the chair on which you aie 
seated possess as much individuality as yourself? If it 
resides only in function how came it there? If this indi
viduality resides neither in m atter  nor in its function 
how came it in that combination of m atter  and function 
known as man? F o rm a n  is not man without the func
tion that makes a thinking individuality of him.

M a t e r i a l i s t — “ While I cannot answer all your 
questions, I know that we have but five senses, and that 
we get our knowledge through our five senses."

Spiritualist— “ Is that true? If so, something is 
needed to pass judgment on that which the five senses 
receive. To remember, to weigh and measure and reflect 
on what the senses bring to— to—what shall I s av 5 I 
would like to s a y -p a s s  judgment on what the senses 
b r i n g i n g ;  but who are you? what are you? what is 
that to which the senses bring knowledmUh-.M 
to each other? Xow, to return to the ?  ' • 6 ^  ’
what remembers, reflects and insc, „ • orif'*naI question,

1 JSSCS J " « W n t  on what
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the senses bring to the man? C an  m a t t e r  d o  t h a t ? ” 
Materialist— “ W hile I a c k n o w le d g e  I c a n n o t  

answer your questions nor can I a c c o u n t  fo r  m a n y  of t h e  
phenomena of nature, I canno t  a d m i t  y o u r  s p i r i t u a l  e x 
planations because I c an n o t  see t h a t  s p i r i t  e x i s t s ;  
nor have I found any one w ho could  p ro v e  its  e x i s t e n c e  ”

S p i r i t u a l i s t  * ‘Possibly not; but can you p rove  th e  
existence of matter?”

Materialist— *'O, the  ex istence of m a t t e r  is se l f -  
evident.”

Spiritualist “ Self-evident to  w h a t? — to  o n e  of i t s

r °  ,  “  iS Self-ev ident to  you ,  y o u  a r e  o n ly
n. ter and funct.on and th u s  th e  ex is te n c e  of  m a t t e r  is
: - v, ent to itself, possibly the existence of spirit  is 
seit-evident to spirit. r

"Again, what do you m ean  by fun c t io n  of  m a t t e r ;  d o

m  T n T 'K  T u  ° r “  a ttribute of an entity? H o w  
wha. • a nbUt': have sovereignity, or pass ju d g m en t  on 

hat ib obtained through the senses?”
Materialist— “ You are  br ing ing  th in g s  d o w n  f iner

han I am used to reasoning, b u t  th e n  I k n o w  m a t t e r  
exists, I see i t .”

piritualist— “ Are you sure  you see m a t te r ?  W h o
is the 1 that sees it? is it your  eye, or  do yo u  use  t h e  eye  
as a tool to bring you en rapport w ith  m a t te r?  Y ou  say  
)ou see matter. I deny it, and  ask w h a t  do y o u  see?” 

Materialist—  “ I see the  pencil you ho ld  in y o u r  h a n d .  ” 
Spiritualist— “ No, you do n o t ;  you see color,  s h a p e  

and size, and tha t  is all you see .”
Materialist— “ B ut these are a t t r ib u te s  of t h e  p en c i l  

— attributes of m a t te r .”
Spiritualist— “ Ah, then you would judge  of m a t t e r  

by its attributes!”
M a t e r i a l i s t — “ Well, but I feel the  p e n c i l .”



106 N E W  THOUGHT.

S p i r i t u a l i s t  ‘‘Mistaken again; you never felt 
pencil in your life; you feel hardness; softness, roughness, 
or smoothness. I t  is true these are attributes of the 
pencil, but are they not a t tr ibu tes  of all matter? So is 
specific gravity an a t tr ibu te  of the pencil and all other 
matter,  thus you judge of m a tte r  by its attributes. 
Now give us the  same lati tude and we will demonstrate 
the  existence of spirit. ”

Materialist— “ I know tha t  in some way matter 
makes itself known to me as spirit does not.

S piritua list— “ True; so spirit makes itself known 
in ways m a tte r  does not. I notice you call something 
vie\ now I want to ask w hether  the vie and the not uu 
are different entities, and does m a t te r  which is appie- 
hended alone by the senses, tha t  by the knowing uu, 
include the vie, which through the  senses apprehend 
that which is not vie, but which is apprehended by the 
senses of the me? In o ther  words, will you please 
separate the vie which uses the senses, as tools, from 
the senses, that is from the tools used .”

Materialist— “ Really, sir, you get me jumbled up. 
I tell you I am a materialist and know nothing of these 
distinctions you use.”

S piritualist— “ But, surely you know you exist, and 
you know some things exist which are not you; you know 
also that you have rational, moral, and I think religious 
attributes. Now I ask, does all m a tte r  possess these’ 
If not, how does matter not having these obta in  th e m ’
If rational and moral attributes do not belong to mutter ' 
are they a function of matter? How - ** a t te r ’
a function of that to which thev ,1,. . ! “ ley ;l

Matbimai tcT , ,r\e ^ helontf?”MA I k r  IA li  ST— “Of course v o n  n- , .i i  • j 1 1 can ovoru/Kr 1
unanswerable questions, so I think I ' nelm me with
am talking of what we can see, hear /  ° Ul<1 you* but f

lfld know ”
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S p i r i t u a l i s t — “ Very well, we kn o w  th e re  is a m e n ta l  
and m o ra l  power. W h ere  does it com e from? D oes  
matter generate it. Will you or som e m a te r ia l is t  exp la in
how matter can do this?”

Materialist— “ No, we c an n o t  tell how  a n y th in g  is 
done; we cannot tell even how a b lade of grass  g ro w s .” 

Spiritualist— “ True, bu t  ce r ta in  p h e n o m e n a  c o m 
bine to prove to us through our senses, the  existence of 
spirit or spirits, if you prefer; so m a t te r  is p roved to exist 
alone by its phenomena. Now while m a t te r  m ay  be the 
basis of physical phenomena, spirit is the  basis of moral 
and mental attributes. I fully believe spirit to be the only 
substance, and m atter  to be solidified spirit. Possibly 
this is what many mean when they deny the existence 
of matter. Matter exists as a shadow exists. ”

Please excuse this som ew hat lengthy dialogue. I did 
not intend to get into a debate  with materialists. I only 
intended to show tha t  straightforward a pr io r i  reason
ing must land all on the grounds we have gone over; 
that is that we are spiritual and therefore divine— 
divine and therefore om nipotent beings.

I fully believe with  Dr. C. T. S tockw ell  th a t :  “ T h e
age of strictly m ater ia l is t ic  science has passed, and the 
world is beginning to u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  the re  is a scien
tific method in dealing with th ings th a t  do not perta in  
to matter alone; th a t  science, philosophy and religion 
are divine handm aidens  of t ru th ,  with com m on aims 
and purposes, working for the  evolution of the common
brotherhood of m a n .”

Now w ith  o u r  e x o te r ic  S p i r i tu a l i s m  a n d  our desires  to
sitnr.lv fret cn  r a p p o r t  with anyth ing  calling itself a 
spirit unloaded, and with our materialistic and sensual
i s t  Philosophy laid aside, we are perhaps prepared to 

1 • nn the mountain side,pursue our journey up ^
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Woman's Yesterday, To-day and To-morrow.

BY MYRA F. PAINE.

I t  is s o m e t i m e s  e a s i e r  to  c o m p r e h e n d  th e  true situa
t io n  o f  a n y  c la s s  o r  r a c e  b y  c o m p a r i s o n  than  by any
o t h e r  m e t h o d .

W e  a r e  a p t  to  b e c o m e  i m p a t i e n t  a t  th e  slow growth
of id e a s  a n d  i m a g i n e  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  r e m a in s  a t  a stand- 

s till .
T h i s  is a  m is t a k e .  In  n o  o n e  d i r e c t io n  do we see 

m o re  p o s i t iv e  a d v a n c e m e n t  t h a n  in t h e  condition of 
w o m a n .  S h e  h a s  h a d  h e r  y e s t e r d a y ,  n o w  has  her to
d ay  a n d  will h a v e  h e r  t o - m o r r o w .  F o r  h e r  yesterday, 
h i s to rv  g ives  us n o t h i n g  m o r e  r e l i a b le  t h a n  is to  be found 
in t h a t  so -c a l le d  “ h o ly  b o o k "  to  w h ic h  sh e  y e t  clings so 
fondly. T h is  c o n d i t io n  is d e p ic t e d  in E x .  xxi: 7- . Judges 
x x : 24 to  th e  e n d  of c h a p t e r ,  G e n .  xix: 8. Jo sh ,  xv: 
16, 17, N a m .  vi: 30, 31. II  S a m .  xx . 3.

F u r th e r  re fe ren ces  a re  u n n e c e s s a r y ,  th o u g h  their

n u m b e r  is leg io n .
It is well  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w o m a n ’s y e s t e r d a y ,  t h a t  " c  

m ay b e t t e r  c o m p r e h e n d  h e r  t o - d a y ,  f o r  in  t h e  l ight  tha t  
h a s  c o m e  in to  t h e  w o r ld ,  t a k e n  a s  a  w h o l e ,  s h e  still
s e e m s  a n  e n ig m a .

W e  find h e r  t o - d a y  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  h u m a n
b e in g  w i t h o u t  c i t i z e n sh ip ,  s u b m i t t i n g  t o  a n d  b e i n g  g nV'  
e rn e d  a n d  p u n i s h e d  by  l a w s  s h e  h a s  h a d  n o  voice m 
f r a m ing :  o w n in g  p r o p e r t y  a n d  p a y i n g  t a x e s  u p o n  the  
s am e .  »n a c c o r d a n c e  t o  m a n ’s d e c r e e ;  b e a r i n g  c h i ld r e n  
to  w h o m  she has  no  legal c l a im  o r  r ig h t ,  u n l e s s  s h e  h a s  
b o rn e  t h e m  w i th o u t  th e  s a m  tiori of  cht i r r  h 01 s t a t e ,  
an d  th u s  has  p laced  an inef facab le  s t a i n  u p o n  h e r  o w n  
n a m e ,  a n d  the i r s  as well

S h e  is no longer  publ ic ly  b o u g h t ,  sold 'Old d i s p o s e d
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, ..v her male relatives as  sh e  w a s  y e s t e r d a y ,  b u t  th e  
renditions of society a re  su ch  t h a t  a  la rg e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  

i  l l ,  directly or indirectly, u n d e r  t h e  c o m p l e t e  c o n t r o l  
die masculine part  of h u m a n i ty .  T h o s e  w h o  a r e  n o t  a re  
’ij l.icently singing th e  re fra in ,  “ W e  h a v e  all th e  r ig h ts  
want.” “ See how C h r i s t i a n i ty  h a s  e le v a te d  w o m a n .  ” 

We look into the chu rch es  as th e  c e n te r s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  
teachings, to see if th is  is t ru e ,  a n d  w e  find her ,  as  
■ ■ terday* doing the m en ia l  w ork  o f  an  i n f e r i o r  to  s u p -  

it an organization which, w i th  v e r y  few  e x c e p t i o n s  
; its doors and b a r s  h e r  o u t  o f  i t s  c o u n c i l s  w h e n  

nothing of im portance is u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
I he shadow of h e r  y e s t e r d a y ,  t a k e n  f ro m  t h a t  in fa l -

: ? book, still r e s t s  p e a c e f u l ly  u p o n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of
the churches of o u r  land .

In the industr ia l  w o r ld  s h e  is a l lo w e d  t h e  s a m e  p r iv i 
lege. W o m an  h a s  to  d o  v a r io u s  k in d s  of  w o rk  a t  a b o u t  
half as much w ages  as  a  m a n  rece ives .  T h e  d is t in c t io n  
i ■ is not lost s igh t  of, t h o u g h  th e  m a jo r i ty  of th e  w o rk 

er-; for w om an’s e le v a t io n  h a v e  b e e n  a n d  a re  still o u t 
side of the chu rch ,  a n d  of s o -c a l l e d  C h r is t ia n i ty .

But the cry  for ju s t ic e ,  w h ich  th e se  b rav e  w orkers  
have thrown to  th e  b reeze ,  h a s  p e n e t iatecl even the  c o n 
n-crated walls a n d  s t i r r e d  th e  fem in ine  w orsh ipers  into a
state of chron ic  u n re s t .

Such a s ta te  a lw a y s  h e ra ld s  a b i r th  in to  b e t te r  con-

. . . .  , _ , „ j  T h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy  sees

q0on be *>rc
day to  shake off, 
hold her in b o n d a g e
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Freedom , the w atchw ord  of the race, wfllnolon-erte 
a burlesque, but will have a sacred meaning dear to the 
hear t  of every hum an  being.

Marriage will become a holy sacrament, alike to man 
and wom an; m otherhood a crown of glory and welcomed 
children the angels of the  household.

W herever  taste, inclination and ability may lead her. 
there wom an will find an open door. Bars and bolts 
will no longer obs truc t  her pa thw ay  and the “ right to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" will no longer 
be qualified by sex.

Existing Charities a Failure— A Remedy Suggested.

BY MARY L. MC G IN D L E Y .

In  consequence  of th e  d iv e rs i ty  of th e  mental and 
phvsicial o rgan iza t ions  of th e  peop le ,  m a n k in d  ha \e  
ah  coun tr ies  and  ages been  s u b je c te d  to  stich sorrows, 
hum ila t ions  and  m isfo r tunes  as to  m ar .  and  in man} 
instances des troy  th e i r  happ iness .

Afflictive diseases, pover ty ,  m isu n d e rs tan d in g s ,  viola
tion of law a n d  in h e re n t  cruel ty ,  have  been  am ong the 
chief agents  th a t  have bow ed  th e  shou lders ,  burdened  and 
often broken the  hea r ts  of mill ions of o u r  race. Greece 
and Rome, during the ir  period of c u l tu re  and  renown 
th rough the  wisdom and  self-sacrifice of the ir  ph i lan 
thropic philosophers and s ta te sm en ,  c o m p re h e n d e d  the 
necessity tor not only the  p roper  rea r ing  an d  tra in ing 
of children, the  adap ta t ion  of e m p lo y m e n t  of a suitable 
charac te r  to each, and the  m aking  of su i tab le  provis ions 
for the  aged and infirm, but also for the  establishment 
of adequate  facilities for the  re form ation  of offenders  
and for a hum ane  and equitable a d m i n i s t r a t i s  c

, . . ,  . OI rn
and regulations for the  sustenance and , *

Protection of the
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' serving poor. T h e  w is d o m  a n d  b e n e v o l e n c e  t h u s  d i s 
played greatly c o n t r ib u te d  to  t h e  s t r e n g t h ,  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  
power of these g r e a t  a n d  u n e x a m p l e d  g o v e r n m e n t s .  
Offenders, o ther  t h a n  th e  v i le s t  c h a r a c t e r s ,  w e r e  r e g a r d e d  
with pitv ra the r  t h a n  w i th  h a t e ,  a n d  in t h e i r  c la s s i f ic a 
tion were n u m b e re d  w i th  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  c la sses ,  t h e  
elevation of w hom  w as  i n c u m b e n t  u p o n  t h e  s t a t e .

This broad an d  l ib e ra l  p o l ic y  r e s u l t i n g  a s  it d id  f ro m  
that phenomenal in te l l ig e n c e  a n d  c h a r i t a b l e  sp ir i t  t h a t  
distinguished th e  p e o p le  of t h o s e  n a t i o n s  in  t h a t  age, 
was a grand au x i l ia ry  of t h a t  s u b l im e  r e f in e m e n t  t h a t  
produced the  p o e t ry ,  g e n e r a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  s c u lp tu r e ,  a r c h 
itecture, music a n d  p a i n t i n g  w h ic h  s t a n d s  u n r iv a le d  in 
any age of th e  w orld .

The o ver th row  of t h e  a n c i e n t  c iv i l iz a t io n s ,  t h r o u g h
enforced ecc les ia s t ic ism , n o t  o n ly  d e s t r o v e d  th e  wise,
numane and  c o n s id e ra te  s y s t e m s  t h a t  w e re  e s ta b l i s h e d
ana m ain ta ined  fo r  a ll  c la s se s  of u n f o r t u n a t e  peo p le ,  b u t
engendered in the- m in d  of t h e  ru l in g  c la ss  a sp ir i t  of
selfishness a n d  c r u e l ty  t h a t  w a s  in d i re c t  a n ta g o n ism
with tha t  p r a i s e w o r th y  s p i r i t  of  c h a r i ty  w h ic h  so g rea t ly
distinguished th e  h e ro ic  ages .  T h a t  d a rk  a n d  g loom y
period from  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  of ecc le s ia s t ic a l  C h r is t ian i ty
until the rev iva l  of l e a r n in g  in th e  s ix te e n th  cen tu ry ,
but too t ru ly  e x h ib i t s  t h e  fac t  t h a t  ig n o ra n c e  a n d  b igo try
are the  h a n d m a id e n  of c ru e l ty  a n d  o p p re s s io n ;  tor  dur ing
that long t r i u m p h  of b a r b a r o u s  d e sp o t i sm  th e  g ran d  and
noble spirit t h a t  p r o d u c e d  th o s e  m agn if icen t  m o n u m e n ts
of o rgan ized  b e n e v o le n c e  b e c a m e  v ir tua lly  ex tinc t ,  and
universal su ffe r ing  a n d  s o r ro w  w as th e  co m m o n  her i tage
of e a r t h  s u n f o r t u n a t e  c h i l d r e n

V co n s ,d e r a t e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o t  t h e  s u b j e c t  w  l le a d  to
the r e l u c t a n t  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  p e o p le s  
the return m a d e  b u t  s lo w  p r o g r e s s  m  t h e  cre-
in m o d e r n  t u n e s  h a v e
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ation and establishment or such instrumentalities as 
extend generous and suitable assistance to the offending 
and dependent classes. Our insane asylums are but little 
in advance of the English bedlam; our poor houses and 
other eleemosynary institutions for the maintainence 
and protection of the dependent and afflicted poor, are 
not only inadequate, but directly tend to the humiliation 
and degradation of all those who are the recipients of 
public charity; while our jails, penitentiaries and so- 
called reformatory institutions are so managed and con
trolled as to not only degrade the poor victims of vice, 
but extend waves of heart, wrenching affliction through
out almost every avenue of society, carrying suffering, 
sorrow and disgrace in its blighting pathway.

The recent meeting of the national charitable associ
ation exhibits the hollowness and worthlessness of 
measures proposed by state officials, and the wealthy 
class, who for self adulation publicly parade their char
itable deeds. The proceedings of the above mentioned 
meeting will show the fact that not one radical or bene
ficial measure tending to the upbuilding of moral and 
legal offenders, was proposed or even recommended; 
while the suggestions for the modification of charitable 
institutions, and the mariner of elevating inmates of the 
same were of such a mild and conservative character as 
w'ould create but little change in the administration of 
p u b 1 i c b e n e v ole n c e.

wrhaps there has been no time within the last two 
centuries when crime ' so prevalent, and destitution 
among the poor was so general, as at the a time,
notwithstanding the rule of the church, and the rigid and 

•en merciless enforcement of law. The him- of the 
iron door are so swung as to hopelessly enclose the poor
criminal outcast within his narrow and barb***mirous prison,
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while the heart strings of his bereaved  fam ily  an d  friends 
are bleeding and torn, and his cruel t a s k - m a s te r  o b ta in s  

cowardly victory over h u m an  help lessness .  Indeed , 
the world is filled with objects  d em an d in g  h u m a n  s y m 
pathy as seen in the im m ense ca rav an  of des t i tu te ,  
famishing souls recruited, as th ey  are, from th e  h o m es  
of virtue and happiness as well as from the  sinks of in 
iquity and crime.

Is it not evident th a t  the church, which has  been 
charged with a high trust of extending governm enta l  and 
individual charity, has shown itself wholly unfit for th e  
task? The badly organized, after  conviction for perhaps  
a slight infraction of some ill-considered law, is directly 
taught that he has lost his position am ong his fellows, 
and through pharisaical religious governm ent he rapidly 
descends the declivity of vice.

W ho does not know  t h a t  th e  re lig ious a p p o in tm e n t s  
and services of our  pena l  in s t i tu t io n s  are  a fraud and  a 
farce. It seems clear  th a t  o u r  w hole  p r ison  and  ch a r i t - .  
aule institutions rest u p o n  im p ro p e r  fo u n d a t io n s  which 
are controlled in such a m a n n e r  as to  no t  only  b light and
wither the p rospec ts  and hopes  of millions of the  vir
tuous and worthy poor, bu t  c rush  out th e  m anhood  and 
womanhood of those, who in the  h o u r  of tem p ta t ion ,  
transgress against th e  laws of m ora l i ty  or the  en ac tm e n ts  
of penal codes, thus consigning thousand  of un fo r tuna te  
beings to agonizing dea th s  and  dishonored graves.

It is an unquestioned fact in spiritualistic ranks th a t  
clairvoyant and o the r  mediums, by observation and reli
able information, have d e m o n s t r a t e d  that the spirits, who 

reaioi of inhuman and u n m a n ly  t r e a tm e n t  in our 
criminal and char i tab le  institutions, carry into the  spirit 
world minds im b u e d  with v en g ean ce  for y , ,  ,  nnstreat-  
men, and tha t  they  are no .neons,durable factor ,n the
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p e rp e tu a t io n  and  d issem ina t ion  of vice and disorder. 
H um il ia t ion ,  g ross  insult , and  systematic mistreatment 
poisons th e  m o s t  ho ly  foun ta in  of our nature, and creates 
w ith in  th e  spir i t  m a l ig n a n t  and  revengeful attributes. 
P e rh a p s  n o th in g  so effectually  conspires to freeze the 
m os t  genial  and  holy  cu r ren ts  of the soul, as that 
fash ionab le  and  hypocr i t ica l  bes tow al of charity by the 
em in en t ly  rich and  a r is toc ra t ic  religionist. That strikes 
a fatal b low  at h u m a n  hopes  and  laudable ambition, 
and  p ro s t ra te s  its v ic tim s in the  valley of shame
ful humility.

W i th o u t  p r ide  and  self re spec t  h u m a n  progress is im
possible, and  w ithou t  the  p rese rv a t io n  and utilization of 
the  best impulses of early  life, high moral development 
is impossible, and  it is ev iden t  t h a t  the  wrongs indicted 
by unwise laws, adm in is te red  d irec tly  or  indirectly by an 
unphilosophical,  ty rann ica l  and  b igoted  religious combi
nation, are not only a relic of b a rbar ism ,  but are the 
g reatest  foe to the  a d m in is t ra t io n  of justice, and the 
happiness and  prosper i ty  of the  people.

W e  may well take courage, for a  silver lining has 
already appeared  upon this dark  and  unseem ly  cloud; 
for it was within the p lans  of those  hera lds  from the 
summerland, who by tiny raps  a t  Hydesville , so palpably 
made known the visitation and pow er  of spiritual forces 
to not only overthrow th a t  h y d ra -h ead ed  ecclesiastical 
power tha t  had for so m any ages d is to r ted  the  intellect,
robbed hum anity  of liberty of thought and  action- but
through tha t  celestial agency of evolu tion  to secure i 
grand and effect,ve reformation in laws, j„ th e  ■
tration thereof, and in tha t  gener-.l , . , .
encouraged and tolerated the mm I' U " ch h:ls 
have robbed mankind of borne h-, ^  ^  a *)l,ses tha t

Cannot we see that the an<ndir'fi,,>,n<'SS arul M e r ty .
nc forces of tK t •* the  glorious
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spheres of the spirit world have chosen  our  g re a t  c o u n try  
as a peculiarly fitting thea tre  for th e i r  m a jes t ic  labors? 
We are beholding the old and  h oary  rem ains  of a b a r 
baric age disappearing before th e  s teady  m arch  of liberal 
truth. Science, reason and  justice  conspire  to  aid 
the unprecedented progress of intelligence, l iberty  and  
universal benevolence; for as the  free school system  is 
based upon the assumption th a t  every child is en ti t led  
to the benefits of the beneficent boon of in tellectual cul
tivation, in like manner it will be d em onstra ted  and co n 
ceded that the sustenance, protection  and elevation of 
the poor criminal and unfortunate  classes properly  de
volve upon the state; which grand result should ever be 
accomplished by the preservation of self-respect, and 
by the development and improvement of the best em o
tions and purposes of the hum an mind and heart.

Without the  inco rpo ra t ion  of th is  g ra n d  and  s ta te ly  
purpose in every d e p a r tm e n t  of our  public  insti tu tions ,  
the columned loftiness of ou r  g o v e rn m e n t  would fail to 
demand the hom age and ad m ira t ion  of th e  liberal and 
philanthropic. B u t  we m ay  rest assured  th a t  h en ce 
forth our march will be onw ard  and  upw ard  until the 
benign and elevating influence will ex tend  to all govern
ments and all peoples, reflecting the  rays of t ru th  from 
west to east, reviving the intellectual glories of the 
heroic ages under the  auspices of a higher and grander 
civilization.

“ Here the free sp ir it  o f  m a n k in d  at len g th
Throw s its  la s t  fe tters  off; , .
Tor w h o  sh a l l  p la c e  a l im it  to  th e  g ia n t ’s u n ch a in ed  stren gth ,  
Or curb h is  sw iftn ess  in th e  forward race?
For l ik e  th e  c o m e t ’s w ay th ro u g h  infinite  sp ace  
Stretched th e  lon g , u n traveled  path ol l igh t  
Into  th e  dep th  o f  a g e s .”

D u l u t h , M i n n .
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Hulled K erne Is.
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BY MATTIE E. HULL.

W hen  we enter the domain of science as students, we 
must go prepared to meet facts as they are. Beautiful 
theories cannot destroy facts, and one fact never antag
onizes another.

* * *
True reform consists in conquering self. Compelled 

temperance and virtue are not reform states. An habit
ual drunkard may cease drinking, because intoxicants 
are denied them. As long as he demands them he is in 
possession of an unreformed appetite. I  nder com
pulsory systems, reforms move slowly.

* * *
Christianity thunders from every pulpit in the land. 

“ Thou Shalt Not Kill,” notwithstanding nearly every 
state in the union demands “ blood for blood.'

* # *
In  t h e  evolution of ideas nothing is lost; t h e  genius 

that created, still creates. Spirit must b u i ld  for the 
n e w ,  h e n c e  it apparently antagonizes t h e  old.

*  *  *

O n e  w h i s p e r  f ro m  t h e  u n s e e n  sh o re ,  o r  o n e  to u c h  of 
a  sp i r i t  h a n d .  Corning d i r e c t l y  to  us w h i le  c lo s e t e d  with  
o u r  t h o u g h t s ,  b r in g s  m o r e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a n  s c o re s  of 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  p o ss ib ly  co u ld ,  f rom  a n y  c a b i n e t  u n d e r  
t h e  m o s t  s t r ic t  co n d i t io n s .

M a n y  of us hav e  fel t  ;it t im e s  
s t i rs  t h e  de e p e s t  t h e n  ( i w i th in  us
of spirit com m union ,  and the

ari i n s p i r a t io n  th a t  
we a re  c o n v in c e d
w o r ld  b e c o m e s  a

r e a l i t y ,  but w h o  a m o n g  th e  m o s t  t h o r o u g h  I* - .
'M ny c o n v in c e d .
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m impart that know ledge to  a n o t h e r ?  A d m i t t i n g  t h e  
phenomena and the g e n u in e n e s s  of m e d i u m s  o f  all 
ph.i^s, there is always an  u n k n o w n  side, w h ic h  e v e n  
the medium and the  m o s t  z e a lo u s  S p i r i t u a l i s t  d o e s  n o t  
understand.

* * *

Spiritualism takes  ho ld  of th e  s u b t l e  fo rces  of life. 
It speaks to the inner m a n  an d  w o m a n ,  r e v e a l in g  h i th e r to  
hidden laws. U nder its a d m in i s t r a t io n  we a re  le a rn in g  
that evil passions and  w icked  th o u g h t s  m a y  weild  a
potent influence, though  nev e r  o u tw a rd ly  expressed .

*  *  *

1 he intelligence th a t  c o m p re h e n d s  th e  d e m a n d s  of 
the times, calls for a church ,  as b road  as the  w orld ,  a 
creed universal as m an and  a belief in the  e te rn a l  p r o 
gress of every hum an  soul.

* * *
We can guard our charac te r ,  but our  rep u ta t io n  is a t  

the mercy of the world; we have no contro l  over tha t  
when it passes under the dominion of those  who seek our 
injury. Every reformer from the t im e of Jesus  down to 
tin present moment, has had at times a bad reputation, 
but their characters have been unharm ed, and always 
ar*> •>' unscathed over every persecution, and they now 
shine upon us in all their  glory, from the group on 
groups of immortal constellations in the spirit realm*

rhe religion of  S p ir i tu a l i sm  I d ont  k n o w  w h a t  o t h e r  
word to use -m ust  e x p lo r e  the  s e e m i n g  m y s te r ie s  o f  life, 
hoIv,. i t ,  p rob lem s and  se t  ev e ry  fact a b la z e  w ith  in sp ir -

. , , . f . u i t  t o  b e  p l u c k e d  f r o m  t h e  t r e eation I he c h o ic e s t  trim i
. . .  ■ M.. t v e t in  b l o o m ,  i t s  s u b l i r n c s t  c h a p -of Spiritualism, is nor ,

, , . . . ,1  f o r  i t s  b e s t  l i t e r a t u r e  l i a s  n o ttr r h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  r< a n ,
I. i it 111111 s e n t i n e l s  k e e p  w a t c h  a n d

yet been written.
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hold guard, ready, as soon as their instruments in this 
world can co-operate to make earnest efforts for the 
full freedom of the race.

* * *
The further we proceed with our researches into the 

invisible world— or spiritual things— the more often are 
confronted with interrogations, whose answers must 
come from beyond the ken of the physical world. 
There are times when we come in possession of know
ledge never gleaned from books, or imparted by our 
teachers. Do our souls take up from the soul atmos
phere, certain elements, as our bodies do in the physical 
realm? In other words, may there not be a process of 
spiritual absorption we do not understand" Are the 
grand thought-conceptions of our highly inspired med
iums always the result of purely psychological control 
of a spirit or spirits, or may there not be instances 
where the soul rises to an altitude where it touches a 
thought-wave or soul emanation, and absorbs, in a spirit
ual sense, as bodies absorb the rays of the sun?

No one can regret more than the writer, that Spirit
ualism has been compelled to contend with the lower
conditions of life, but such is the fact, and it has been 
proven, over and over again, that certain phases of 
mediumship, obtain entirely independent of the char
acter of the medium. One of the most harmonious, 
wdI balanced persons I ever met, frequently had said 
to m e :  had rather never receive anything from the
sp.m-world, than to be compelled to consult a medium 
wnose life is not m keeping with our philosophy ’’

That lady parsed to .p im  life, and the first token she 
brought to me was a sweet message through • ,
that she would not have socially fellow-h,,'! ”, ' 7 " " "

^ • p p e a  here.
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Drunkenness does n o t  b e lo n g  t o  t h e  s p i r i t ,  n e i t h e r  d o e s  
licentiousness. T h e r e  a re  t i m e s  w h e n  t h e  s o u l s  o f  t h e  
most debauched m ay  r ise  to  t h e  g l o r y  o f  a  fu l l ,  i n s p i r e d  
life, and when th ey  s in k  a g a in ,  s i n k  a p p a r e n t l y  l o w e r  
’than ever. Suffice it to  say ,  if m y  s p i r i t  f r i e n d s  c a n  
form a battery  th ro u g h  a n y  o r g a n i s m ,  I  a m  o n l y  t o o  
glad to receive th e i r  m e s s a g e .

#  %

Mans’ helps in his s e a r c h  fo r  k n o w l e d g e  h a v e  n o t  o n l y  
been the suggestions a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of e d u c a t e d  m in d s ,  
but he has been  c o m p e l le d  to  r e s o r t  t o  i n a n i m a t e  t h i n g s ;  
when, in th e  s tu d y  of t h e  p l a n e t a r y  s y s t e m s  t h e  e y e  
has become e x h a u s te d ,  h e  h a s  t r a c k e d  w o r l d s  b e y o n d  
worlds th rough  th e  m e d i u m s h i p  of  a  l i t t l e  p i e c e  of g la ss .

Not only are  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  of m a n  w o n d e r f u l ,  b u t  
as much so, th e  w o rk  of t h e  in s e c ts .  T h e  p o o r  l i t t l e  
spider came to th e  r e sc u e  of t h e  i n v e n t o r  of t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  
electric clock, a n d  f u rn i s h e d  f ro m  h is  f i lm y  t h r e a d  t h e  
only appliance t h a t  w o u ld  s e rv e  t h e  i n v e n t o r ’s p u r p o s e .  
Numerous e x p e r im e n ts  h a d  b e e n  m a d e ,  v a r io u s  a r t i c l e s  
had been a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  c lo ck ,  in c lu d in g  t h e  f in e s t  s ilk  
thread ever sp u n ;  t h a t  p r o v e d  to o  c o a r s e .  A t  l a s t  t h e  
wonderful c lock  w as  s e t  in r e g u la r  m o t i o n  b y  th e  t h r e a d  
manufactured by  t h e  in d u s t r io u s  sp ide r .

Longings.

BY A L L IE . L IN D S A Y  L Y N C H .

O  d a y  o f  c o m p e n s a t io n ,  lo n g e d  fo r  d a y !
W h e n  w ill  y o u  m e e t  m e  o n  l i f e ’s r u g g e d  w a y ?
F e e t  a n d  h e a r t  h a v e  g r o w n  s o  w e a r y  w a i t i n g ;  
C a n ’s t  t h o u  n o t  h a s t e n ,  b r i n g in g  p r o m is e d  jo y ,  
G l a d ’i n g  m y  so u l?  W h y  s h o u ld  t h e n  b e  a l lo y  
T r e b e l ’d i n  w h ic h  t h a t  c a m e , n a u g h t  c o m p e n s a t in g .
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/s  Organization a Necessity?

F U R T H E R  C O N S I D E R E D .

BY DR. M. E. CONGAR.

In the  July num ber  of your monthly, my paper upon 
organization was considered from the external or ma
terial point of view. W i th  your permission I desire to 
continue the discussion more from the spiritual point of 
view.

I will first inquire into the object of organization from 
a Spiritual s tandpoint.  Many of the readers of New 
T hought rem em ber tha t  modern Spiritualism came 
unheralded; phrophets, messiahs, shepherds, stars, vir
gins, mangers and saviors cut no figure in ushering in 
the present spiritual dispensation.

Notwithstanding the obscurity of its appearance and
the simplicity of its first expression, the  tiny rap was 
heard at great distances; it was the signal of the appioach 
of a mighty tidal wave of thought,  and a revolution 
that seems to rise, and rise, until the  old shall be trans
formed into the new, the diviner and better.

It seems to me tha t  Spiritualists have only partially 
comprehended the simple lessons of forty years ago.

No organization was necessary at th a t  time to spread 
the truth that the living could com municate  with their 
departed loved ones who were supposed dead.

This was certainly, great truth, the most far-reaching 
and revolutionary that had ever reached this earth, and
the most wonderful thing about it was its power to de
monstrate this mighty truth thnt 1 i , ,, . , , , , hat haf] so long dependedupon faith and legend.

The question naturally arises h i
j novv much of all the
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pomp and cerem ony of o u r  re l ig io u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  is 
necessary or desirable? Y o u r  r e a d e r s  will* r e a d i ly  s e e  
that this mighty sp ir i tua l  r e v o lu t io n  t h a t  h a s  r e a c h e d  
every religion and  p e o p le  w as  p u t  in m o t io n  a n d  h a s  b e e n  
carried forward to its p r e s e n t  p o s i t io n  w i t h o u t  o r g a n 
izations: failure h as  a t t e n d e d  all e f fo r ts  in t h a t  d i r e c t io n .

Questions like th e se  will a r ise :  D o  n o t  o r g a n iz a t io n s
obstruct ra the r  t h a n  assist?  A re  n o t  th o s e  c h u r c h e s  
and societies which are  t h e  m o s t  th o r o u g h l y  o rg a n iz e d  
the most w orth less  for  a n y  s p i r i tu a l  p ro g re ss?

lake for i l lu s tra t ion  of th is  p o in t ,  a  few of th e  le a d in g  
Christian and liberal re l ig ious  o rg a n iz a t io n s  in th e  o r d e r  
in which I p lace th e m ,  viz. C a th o l ic s ,  E p i s c o p a l ia n s ,  
Presbyterians, M ethod is ts ,  C o n g re g a t io n l i s t s ,  U n iv e r sa -  
lists, Unitarians, Q u ak e rs ,  a n d  S h a k e r s .

The more f reedom  a n d  s im p le  th e i r  o rg an iza t io n s ,  
the more spirituality .

Spiritualists d e m o n s t r a t e  th is  t r u t h  as th e y  do all 
their claims.

Are not our religious o rg a n iz a t io n s  lo a d ed  dow n  with  
all sorts of schem es  to  c a tc h  th e  crowd, the ir  m o n e y  and  
influence? And is it r e a so n ab le  to  p re su m e  th a t  S p i r i t 
ualists once en lis ted  in o rg an iz a t io n s  w ould  be very 
much wiser th a n  our  neighbours?  Are no t  all these  
schemes and tr icks of clergy and th e ir  dupes, o b s t ru c 
tions ra the r  th a n  he lps  to the  u n fo ld m en t  of spir i tual 
or religious lives?

H aven ’t Sp ir i tua lis ts  declared and p ro te s ted  aga inst  all 
this rubbish and  p re ten se  for over forty years?

Have our t e a c h e r s  not been s t im ula ted  and susta ined 
in their opposit ion  to all religious shams, by spirits who 
have given evidence of the ir  experience and  ability to 
tench us? Is th e  S p i r i tu a l i s t i c  m ovem ent  in th e  care of
spirits or mortals?
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Does any clear headed Spiritualist who has watched 
the movement for any length of time feel that organ
ization would in any manner whatever assist the spirit- 
world in spreading Spiritual truth?

Did Jesus, whom their church calls their Lord and 
M aster ,— and Spiritualists recognize as a remarkable 
medium— advocate and encourage organizations, or did 
he avoid and ignore them?

From my point of view it would be as consistent for 
Spiritualists to build wind-mills in order to prevent the 
cyclone, or to erect an electric plant to prevent a streak 
of chain lightning condensing the clouds for a downpour, 
or shattering one of those fashionable club-houses 
meeting-houses— . No, spirits only ask for receptive
minds and willing hands to carry forward their work of 
Spiritualizing the people.

No organization was necessary on the day of Pentecost, 
they were all there by one accord; no deacons or con
tributions were essential to the success of the meeting.

Their ears were opened and they all heard each in his 
own language. Did they have more than one speaker? 
/  think not. I believe their ears were spiritually 
opened.

One of the great errors of the world to-day is the 
determination to limit the power and intelligence of 
the spirit-world; on the part of our spiritual teachers 
this error is inexcusable.

Consistency is a jewel no matter where found, on 
Christian or spiritual ground.

Spiritualists have been conspicuous for many years in 
their opposition to church and priestly methods. Are 
we sure we are sufficiently spiritualized to enter into 
methods of general organization, which, if in any sense 
necessary, must be for mortals and for material benefits-
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they may help us to be more orderly and receptive and  
better qualified to fill responsible positions.

In a recent letter from one of our ablest and o ldest  
teachers this query is propounded: ‘ ‘W ill  we ever grow
to be anything more than a disorganized mob?” M ost 
assuredly we will, good friend, because intelligent spirits  
are back of this movement, and they have power as well 
as intelligence, and will continue to dem onstra te  in th e  
future as in the past. Let  mortals follow, not try  to 
to lead.

We do know that this spiritual m ovem ent has gone 
rapidly forward in spite of Church opposition (a b read  
and butter opposition) and outside skeptical, m ater ia l  
and scientific misrepresentation. Every effort to ignore, 
confuse and expose has resulted in the  spread of the  
truth. Science has not been able to produce one tiny 
“rap, or to explain any of the most com mon p h e 
nomena. Is it not safe to trust the m anagem ent of this 
modern movement entirely to our spirit friends.

More trust, and a more general comprehension of the 
relations of mortals to the spirit world would solve and 
settle the most important questions now unsettled. W e  
mortals are determined to persist in having our say, 
right or wrong, and insist tha t  our object lessons are the- 
all-in-all-of-all-things. L e t  us reverse the  order and 
become receptive to spiritual teachings and methods, and 
study the infinite significance of continued life as dem on
strated by the spirits that once inhabited physical bodies 
like our own.

The clamor for organizations by Spiritualists is the 
effect, in my opinion, of a recognition in individuals of an 
inner necessity of a personal re-organization. L e t  this 
personal re-organization go on and there will be no 
necessity for a social or societary effort.
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In o th e r  words, hum anity  is ever trying to substitute the
materia l  and external methods, for the inner and spiritual

Spir itualists must he first spiritualized and then 
organizat ions will be valuable. If we put the cart 
before the horse, disintegration will surely follow. 
P henom ena  first, then teaching from the rostrum which 
ought  to spiritualize, and then humanity would be pre
pared for every condition of physical life. Right living is 
the  s t ra ight and narrow road that is sure to reach the goal.

I cannot  close this article without suggesting to every 
orraniner  that there is now a glorious opportunity for 
your efforts; a peoples party is before you as a national 
oryani nation ; it presents a flag of inice to every honest, 
just, and true, American citizen; it says a bloody war 
may be averted, by ballots; if not prevented by our 
ballots we will be called to the f r o n t  to face bullets. 
W< have now an opportunity to choose ballots or bullets; 
may all make a wise choice is my political prayer. The 
fCdilor in chief of this monthly, I am glad to say, has 
enlisted on tire side of the ballot; recognizing as I do 
lluil Spiritualism includes all liunianily, consequently all 
informs, 1 cannot see bow one intelligent. Spiritualist 0» 
01 oft the jostium, can ignore their duly in tlie present 
o h m ' s , t lie m o s t  far reaching and inclusive llia.1. this great 
American nat ion was ever called upon losefflc. Spirit' 
ualr.fs who still used organizalions as supports, / advise 
to apply to any of om orthodox  or belrodox churches; 
lb- y will I here receive materia.! support by paying for it- 
As soon as the spirit world is randy lot extrusive rn:t~ 
l< nsl org.tiii/;i 1 ions Nicy will no doubt selec.l (be organ- 
IZ.-I > siikI I*'' »u:((mils .'in.I t.n.vi.le means- I I.eJicve 
w,: ....  y"  «"»•< --Illy w<-;,,m,l from
I mi I li< 1 ' / i  f' .i n i / ; i  f i o n , .

O a i '.i .a h k , H a l .

material, for
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Education and the Home.
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BY MATTIE E. HULL.

Sometimes it is said, e d u c a t io n  a n d  a n  i n t e r e s t  in  r e 
f o r m a t o r y  m ovem ents  will unf it  w o m a n  fo r  d o m e s t i c  
d u t y  t h e  responsibilities  of wife a n d  m o t h e r h o o d .  
This should be regarded  as a  g ro ss  s l a n d e r  by  all  w h o  
hold woman’s in te res t  a t  h e a r t .  I n  no  r e a lm  is e d u 
c a t i o n  more needed th a n  in th e  p r e c in c t  of h o m e .  I t  is 
there that w om an ta k e s  up th e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  w o rk ,  
vouchsafed to m orta ls .  I t  is t h e r e  n e w  lives beg in ,  
moulded f o r  good or  evil u n d e r  t h e  in f lu en ce  of h o m e .

Are we to suppose  for o n e  m o m e n t ,  t h a t  a n  i g n o r a n t  
woman can do as well by  h e r  c h i ld re n  as  t h e  o n e  w h o  
has come in touch  w ith  lead in g  ideas ,  r e la t iv e  to  h e a l th ,  
hygiene and k indred  topics?

hor instance, I m e t  n o t  lo n g  s ince , a  lo v e ly  y o u n g  
mother,one who w as  th o ro u g h ly  d e v o te d  to  h e r  ch i ld re n ,  
hut her ignorance in r e g a rd  to  t h e  s im p le  ru le s  of h e a l t h  
had caused her  to en ta i l  fearfu l  su ffe r ing  u p o n  h e r  
darlings. O n th is  occas io n ,  sh e  sa id :  “ My l i t t le
daughter w en t  from th e  d in in g - ro o m  to  t h e  b a t h - t u b , s h e  
became sick im m ed ia te ly ,  a n d  h a s  b een  su ffe r ing  ev e r  
since;” th is  rem ark  was m a d e  la te  in th e  even ing .  A 
lady present exp ressed  h e r  su rp r ise  t h a t  sh e  sh o u ld  
dare to do such a th in g ;  th e  m o th e r  ex c la im ed ,  “ I d o n ’t 
understand why it sh o u ld  in ju re  a p e i s o n  to  b a t h e  o n e  
time more th a n  a n o th e r .  I am  glad  of th e  in fo rm a t io n  
and I shall profit  by it. Possib ly  m y  l i t t le  A r th u r ’s 
headaches a re  cau sed  by im p ro p e r  b a th in g ”. N o t  lo n g  
since, a lady n ear ly  fifty, a n d  a m o th e r ,  sa id  to  t h e  
writer, “ 1 n ev e r  k n ew  before  t h a t  one  k ind  of d ie t  w as  
more in jurious t h a n  a n o th e r ;  as for myself ,  I c o u ld n ’t
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live W ithout ho t  bread, s trong  tea and coffee" This wo 
m a n  to ld  m e  a lm o s t  in th e  same breath, that she had 
been  fiat on h e r  back from dyspepsia “ time and time 
again, and  her  daughter ,  now a young lady, was born 
w ith  d isease  of th e  kidneys. ft does not seem possible 
t h a t  such ignorance  could exist, especially in towns 
w h e re  lec tu res  and  libraries are available.

ff the  wives and m others  of the  present generation 
im prove  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  offered them, there will surely be 
a revolu t ion  in m a n y  homes. Culture and education 
a re  needed  by the  m others .  W ith  these, woman will not 
only  be enab led  to  m ake  hom e brighter and happier, 
she  will becom e more to her sons and daughters, and 
pu t  th e m  in a position where they can become leaders 
in the  g rea t  reform  m ovem en ts  through which human 
em anc ipa t ion  is to be achieved.

Love.

B Y  OK. T. WJLKINS.

Js t h a t  on e a r th  cal led  pu res t  love i/i sp i r i t  rea lm  the  same. 
Does it come from God above, to  gain  a form ami name.-'
O r is it b u t  a sexly r av in g  m ag n e t ic  cord of earth ,
/ f inding mate  to m a te  in c rav in g  to e x p re ss  in birth?

Is all this  soulful,  unseen power within  each molecule  grown, 
JJut as the  life within the  flower, and love its f rag ran t  tone? 
O r is the  soul in mortal  s ta te  hut  p a r t  o f  that  g rea t  whole, 
Scu t  out  to  find a p ro p e r  m ate  and cast  a n o th e r  soul?

Js love th<- Jib-? is life the  God? is God the  soul o f  tilings?
J • soul 1 be germ  within tin- pod, the  power unfo ld ing  brings V 
Is every a tom filled with soul? has every  soul a sex?
Has every sex within that, whole a mate it should annex?

Ui.-n G,„i vs soul; then Go,I is love; then  Go,I is law an,I power;
I hen we are .................. far above th e  f ragran t  little flower.
..'! "'"">;lit, in love’s a,II,,-rin>; p o w e r

w< ere through that law out wrought front G „,|, (dw er.
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The whole distinction is o u r b r e a th — o u r  t h o u g h t  eternal part;
Each evolve in change c a lled  d e a th , o th e r  fo rm s  to  s t a r t .
As ever from the foun ta in  flows n e w  so u ls  to  b u d  a n d  bloom 
On earth, again each b lo o m s a n d  g ro w s  fo r  a y e , b e y o n d  t h e  to m b .

Forever reaching, sw elling , g ro w in g , g r a s p in g ,  c l in g in g  to ,
Taking, giving, upw ard  g o in g ; w a n t in g  w h a t  is  d u e .
Thus evolving, th u s  rev o lv in g , c h a n g in g  e v e r  b y
The law—adhering  and  d is so lv in g — a lw a y s  lo w  to  h ig h .

Thus in loving and a ttra c tin g , we b u t  w o rk  to  a id  
Eternal m otion, ever a c tin g  in  th e  n ic h e  t h a t ’s m a d e .
Naught tha t is will e ’e r  be w a s te d ,— b y  t im e  b e  w a s h e d  a w a y , 
Naught in life th a t  love  h a s  ta s te d  c a n  b e  lo s t  in  c o ld  d e c a y .

Thoughts.
BY A L L I E  L I N D S A Y  L Y N C H .

I chanced upon th e  April  H a r p e r ’s M a g a z in e  a n d  
therein looked upon an  en g rav in g  f rom  t h e  p a in t in g  b y  
Geo. Inness; an im aginary  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  of “ T h e  V a lley  
of the Shadow of D e a t h . ” A d ism al,  d rea ry ,  d a r k s o m e  
scene, it is p ic tured w ith  a  lone  pilgrim p ass in g  th ro u g h  
the “ valley, and  only a g li t te ring , (supposed)  fa r  a w a y  
cross to lead him th ro u g h  th e  sh ad o w s  to  th e  p o r ta l s  
beyond, when joy or sorrow, h e a v e n  or hell, p le a su re  or 
punishment shall be his future.

No sweet-faced angel m o th e r  or w a rm -h e a r te d ,  loving 
wife, no friend to m ee t  th e  pilgrim at the  very first s tep  
and joyfully welcome the  yjassing soul. Ah! how  dif
ferent are our Spir itual Ph ilosophy  teachings. H o w  
cheery in comparison. No w onder  the  Chris tian  lives 
in hourly dread of th a t  valley of shadows and the  long, 
lone journey.

Walt W h i tm a n  wrote the  accom panying  p o em —  
Whitman, so recently  passed on, finding, indeed th a t—

“ Rich, f lorid lo o s e n e r  o f  t h e  s tr ic tu re -k n o t  c a l l ’d  Life ,
Sweet,’ p e a c e fu l  w e lc o m e  D e a t h . ’’

• s w e e te r  p a t h  t h a n  he  h a d  dreamed. B ut the  an easier, s w t u u  1
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picture haunts  the mind with dread, dismal forebodings.
I would draw a picture as to my mind seems real 

based on our angel friends’ teachings: A feeling akin to 
th a t  passive sta te  into which we often fall away, drifting 
into slumber; a sudden return to consciousness as one 
awoke from this half-sleep condition by mellow sweet 
music from serenaders out in the golden moonlight: a 
realization of bliss, and flowers and cooling spicy breezes; 
above all, a certainity tha t  love and loved ones have 
come to joyfully surprise, yet khown to be near; known 
to be, yet hardly expected so soon. And then, amid 
this joy tha t  makes all else seem little worth the thought, 
a floating on, hand in hand, surrounded by the one and 
the many dear souls, floating in place of weary walking, 
and soon a peaceful, rapturous enterance into that 
“ house not made with hands”— the home already pre
pared by our efforts and our beloved angel’s aid, there 
to take up an abode, where sorrow ne’er can enter and 
love shall ever bless two mated souls.

F or  every loving kiss tha t e’er was given or longed for; 
for each tear that gathered on the lashes or remained 
in the heart; for every sigh of pity or noble aspiration, 
some lovely, imperishable flower blooming in and out
doors about the new, perfect home. For  every sooth
ing word or helpful glance a bird to sing sweeter melody 
than e’er earth bird did warble forth. And all the while 
a certainity that life and the new joys must ever onward 
grow and increase.

And thus come thoughts, called forth by that dreary, 
unreal picture, and far away I drift in blissful fancy, 
imagining I see the dear old poet’s real entrance into 
he Beautiful Home of the Soul.

Memphis , T enn.



NEW T H O U G H T . 

Night Penumbrations.

129

b y  u . g . f i g l e y .

I was greatly interested in reading and cogitating over 
Moses Hull’s article under above caption, in N e w  
Thought for August. And as I  have been similarly 
“afflicted” I ask to be indulged in a few words.

The first time I noticed anything very queer about 
myself was one night in May, 1888. I was teaching 
school, and had retired at about 8 o’clock. I passed 
into a dreamy condition. I was asleep, no, I was awake 
—well I was both, and neither. Anyhow, with closed 
eyes I saw an ancient hand-lamp, lighted, held close 
before my face, and so many strange things were told 
me or came to me intuitively, I don’t know which, that 
had I the power to write them down, it would take a 
month to read them. Then this lamp started in a pro
cession, all by itself, around my bed, and suddenly was 
joined by eleven more, all in Indian file. After they 
had made their third round, theyr halted in front of me 
and went through the most intricate waltz imaginable, 
and I never heard such sweet, weird, soulful music, nor 
do I expect to till I go hence, as I did then. As the 
lights flared up and disappeared in one solitary spark,
I saw, or th o u g h t I saw , w h ite - ro b e d  f ig u re s  f l i t t in g  
about th e  room  fo r a  m o m e n t.

W ell, th is  w as m y firs t e x p e rie n c e . In  a  few  d a y s  I 
I began sc rib b lin g  rh y m e s  a n d  h a v e  k e p t  it  u p  e v e r  
since, w ith o u t an y  fo re th o u g h t as to  w h a t  I s h o u ld  
write. In  a few  m o n th s  I w as o n e  n ig h t a w a k e n e d  b y  
the foot of m y bed  be ing  lif ted  up  a n d  s la m m e d  d o w n  
th ree  tim es. T h is  o ccu rred  se v e ra l ev en in g s . T h e n  
I began w riting  an  a rtic le  on  th e  a b s u rd ity  o f th e  
G eneseic acco u n t of th e  c re a tio n  and  fall o f m an . O n e
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n ig h t a m am m o th  black h a n d  cam e down and attempted
to  ta k e  m e by  th e  th ro a t, bu t som e unseen power pre
v en ted  it from  so doing. On the  third trial a blinding 
flash  of ligh t sh o t over the  bed and the black hand was 
gone in a tw ink ling  and  has never returned.

F ro m  tim e to  tim e th o se  strange “ spells” came on, 
an d  I heard , o r felt, or knew, I can ’t say which, the 
m ost w onderfu l th ings im aginable. One night in Feb
ruary , 1889, I  to o k  a trip  up am ong the stars and I 
d o n ’t know  w here else, for all I rem em bered when I 
aw oke, w as th e  c learness of th e  blue sky, the bright 
stars, and  th a t  I was so cold th a t I chilled for three 
hours. O ften  since th en  I have, w ithout knowing how or 
why, suddenly  gone ram bling  over th e  universe, and I wish 
I could w rite w hat I see and  fee l. B u t the thought is with
out expression and  the  g randeu r is w ithout description.

W ell, I very often  h ear voices speaking to me, seem
ingly by telephone, and I try  to  pen w hat they say. 
Again so often  those sleep-w aking  tim es come, and I 
appear to be bo th  in the  body and out, listening and
talking, a t the sam e tim e, com posing verses more rap
idly th an  a s tenographer could w rite them , and I dare 
not move to get pencil and p ap er to jo t down a few 
thoughts, or the whole pano ram a goes glimmering. 
Som etim es I appear to be some one else besides myself, 
and th ink their though ts; and view, it seem s for hours, 
but really only m inutes, the grand panoram a of creation; 
battles and sieges in the long ago, huge w arriors fight
ing, with stones and clubs for w eapons; strange naval 
battles; hear wonderful lectures, w hether in the spirit- 
world or on some other planet, always, I do not know. 
An finally I see, and hear, and feel so m any strange 
things tha t I have come to  the conclusion th a t T F n
never know very much about mvself t i  " ay 1 he human soul
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is a queer thing, and I would like to propound a query: 
Do I wander around in the recesses of my own soul to  
learn these strange things, or do I som etim es sail out 
into space and learn them? Is the universe epitom ed in 
man, or vice versa—or both?

The Inner Life.
BY MATTIE E. HULL.

0, the strangeness o f th is  m id n ig h t h o u r,
So silent, yet w ith life so filled

That my soul yields to  the  w oud’rous pow er 
And its dep th  w ith new  born  th o u g h t is th rilled .

I seem to cross the  m ystic line 
That lies tw ix t th is and th e  B order L and;

Eyes not o f earth  look  in to  m ine,
And I clasp some o th er th an  fleshy hand .

Sweet and tender the  th o u g h t expressed,
Though no lips move or tongue is s tirred ;

My poor tired life is deeply blest 
And trem bles w ith joy  a t each dear word.

Words tha t never a m orta l ear
Can in terpret—or in listen ing  reach,

For language born in the  Spirit sphere 
Can never be fram ed in m ortal speech.

This m id n ig h t  hou r!  th e  w orld  so still 
T he  su b tle  p resence  m a y  n e v e r  k n o w  

O f the  p u re r  be ings  w ho  h o m e s  m ay  fill 
W ith  th e  sweet loves o f  lo n g  ago.

H ours  w hen  passion a n d  strife  can rest,
T he sp ir i t  m ay  revel m id  b e tte r  th ings ,

And then , how oft th e  d re a m e r ’s breast
M ay be to u ch ed  with th e  peace som e angel brings.

Thrice  b lessed th e  one who can tell a t  m orn 
W hen  the  sp i r i t ’s presence fell a t  even,

I t  charm s th e  hours  when days are long
A nd h id e s  th e  cares  n e a th  a t in g e  o f  H e a v e n .  

T h e  w orld  m ay  be h a rs h  and  ru d e  and  cold 
W e live in  a rea lm  it c a n n o t  reach  

\ s  lo n g  as to  in n e r  lives we hold  
T h e  key  to  in te rp re t  sp ir i t  speech .
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EDITOR’S PORTFOLIO.

S C I E N C E  V E R S U S  S C I E N C E .

If  o n e  w ishes to (find dow nrigh t double dyed dogmatism 
to -d a y , he  does n o t w an t to  go to the church for it. 
T h e re  is no p lace  in th e  w orld where it grows more spon
ta n e o u s ly  an d  p e rs is ten tly  th an  among a certain class of 
p e rso n s  ca lling  them selves scientists. Indeed almost 
e v e ry th in g  calling  itse lf science to-day should be watched 
very  closely  o r received cum  g ra n o  salts. As an lllus- 
tra tio n , a m an  w ho p re tends to  a wonderful amount ol 
science - w h o  know s to a dot ju st what science teaches 
and  w hat it does n o t teach, has w ritten several articles 
to  th e  F r e e th in k e r ’s  M a g a z in e ,  dem onstrating e in
possib ility  of im m ortality , or of Spiritualism being tnie 
as infinite space would long since have been congested 
w ith  a gorge of spirits; e tern ity  would long since 
been so clogged w ith spiritual beings that they won
packed as tigh t as sardines in a box.

J u s t  now, p e r  contra , an o th e r  scientific man come 
th e  f ron t w ith  a discovery th a t  the  spirit woil is 
la rge  and  so sparse ly  se tt led  th a t  the ie  must  be un 
d reds  of miles be tw een  neighbours. Yes he discovers 
m ore th a n  tha t ,  he has found th a t  at the  lapid rate the 
ea r th  is shooting through space, if one  were to chop off 
every minute, he would be left so far behind his nearest 
neighbor th a t  he would hardly find him. Now if these 
scientific dem onstrations could be mixed  a little, it would 
help bo th  the congested theory and the theory of sparse 
spiritualistic settlements, and thus both would be im
proved.

I do not happen to have the documents with me, at 
present writing, to quote from Mr. Wetstein, the author
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„Hhe congested articles bu t in the  P „ c U c a l * < * < * ,
M,. Dolbear on th e  o t t o h ^ o ^ s s ^ s  ^  ^

"Suppose, as Some have doue ^  ^  re m a in  a t  t h e  E a r th .

C T t L y  regain a t ’th e  p o in t 'w here  s e p a ra tio n  fro n t th e  b o d y  
took place, in an hour th e  e a r th  w ill h av e  m o v ed  o n e  h u n d re d  anc 
twenty-five-thousand m iles. B u t over th e  e a r th  th e re  is c e r ta in ly  a 
death every minute all th e  tim e  an d  su ch  a re  le f t  in  th e  r e a r  b y  t  
earth never to return  to  them , for th e  m o v e m e n t o f  th e  e a r th  is n o t  a  
circuit but an apparently endless d rift. T h in k  o f  th e  d e ad  o f  th e  
Earth for the thousands of years since m a n  h a s  liv e d  u p o n  it! O n  
this view the spirits m igh t he seen lik e  th e  ta i l  o f  a c o m e t r e a c h in g  
backwards for m illions on m illions o f m iles, th e  tra i l  o f  th e  dead .

From the reading of Mr. D o lb ea r ’s article, I ha rd ly  
think he endorses the absurdity growing ou t  of th e  th eo ry  
he states. The theories are bo th  so absurd  th a t  it would 
take more scientific credulity to believe e i ther  of th e m  
than of theological credulity, to swallow Jo n a h  w hale  
and all.

IS S P I R I T U A L I S M  A  F I N A L I T Y .

Possibly matter is but solidified spirit. Spirit  is the  
origin of all material things. Swedenborg believed th a t  
everything in this world had its origin in the  spiritual 
universe. This is true. Every  s tructure  ever budded 
was but the materialization of something which existed 
as a reality in the mind of the architect. A psychomet- 
rist, reading such a mind would see the building as a 
reality. In that sense Spiritualism is a finality it is 
all inclusive. But if by the term Spiritualism, is m eant 
a certain class of phenomena produced through mediums, 
then Spiritualism, like other isms, is a very large thing
in this world. .

The thing commonly called Spiritual.sm  ns only one
block in the alphabet of progress— a block, perhaps no 

. , . a.irin many which preceded it; and notmore important ban m. J  O ther
more important than many
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t h e o r i e s  a n d  re lig ions have  been that Spiritualism might 
b e ,  so  S p ir i tu a l i sm  is, th a t  other and more sublime 
t r u t h s  m a y  be .  As everything which preceded Spirit- 
u a l i s m is  a  s tep p in g  stone to Spiritualism, so Spiritualism 
is a  s t e p p in g  s to n e  to everything beyond it.

T h o s e  w h o  look  upon  Spiritualism as one—only one 
of t h e  la n d m a rk s  on the  journey of reform will be ben
ef i ted  by  it, while those who take it as a finality will be 
h e ld  b a c k  as old theology to-day holds many back from 
p rogress .

As th e re  are  m en  and women in this world who have 
no  desire  to  grow, who are content to eat and sleep and 
re s t ,  and  to  rest  and sleep and eat, so there are spirit
ua l  beings, and  among them those who aspire to be 
so m ebody’s “ guide ,” who have no desire to move for
w ard  fas ter  th a n  they are forced by circumstances to 
go. And when mediums are so unfortunate as to have 
such “ guides,” they are held back rather than urged 
forward by th e m —cursed rather than blessed by their
S p i r i t u a l i s m .

I  b e l i e v e  l e s s  a n d  J e s s  e v e r y  y e a r  in what is called 
“ s p i r i t  g u i d e s . ” T h e  f a c t  is, I  a m  a spirit, and if the 
w h o le  r e a l m  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y  is  n o t  open to  m e, it is m\ 
f a u l t .  A  l i t t l e  c h i ld  n e e d s  a  mother to  take it by the 
h a n d  a n d  le a d  it, a n d  t e a c h  i t  to  walk, but w e should 
n o t  a lw a y s  r e m a in  l i t t l e  children; nor should we always, 
a s  s p i r i tu a l  b e in g s , depend on spirits to tell us what to 
t h in k  a n d  sa y . I t  is o u r  privilege to make excursions 
th r o u g h  th e  w h o le  r e a lm  o f  s p i r i tu a l i ty —to garner from 
t h e  f ie ld s  o f s p i r i tu a l  knowledge for ourselves. That 
k n o w ^ d f r ritU aHSm  — r  c e a se s  to  open new fieids of 

W h e re  w e lim it onrc» i,,~  *

“ g u i d e ” m a y  k n o w ,  S p i r i t u a l i s m  h o i d s ^ a i  7
d hack ^ o m  rather
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than leads forward to progress. T h e  G od w ho figured 
in some parts of the Old T es tam en t ,  said ‘ ‘T h e  L o rd  th y  
God is a jealous God, and his glory H e  will no t  give to 
another.” If this proves anything, it p roves t h a t  these  
gods and guides are not willing th a t  the ir  m ed ium s 
shall pass from under the ir  dominion. T h e y  will do all 
they can to keep their  m edium s in absolu te  ignorance 
of everything they do no t  them selves  te ach  them .

In my night “ Penum bra t ions ,  ” I often find myself 
soaring, sometimes I seem to  sail fast, high and  w ithou t  
much effort; at o ther  times it is ha rd  work  to  rise and  
I do not rise very high or sail rapidly. O n  one of 
these occasions I found myself  loaded  down, I could no t  
rise out of the woods. At last  I discovered th a t  I was 
loaded down by spirits, who were riding m e to  higher 
conditions than  they  could otherwise a t ta in  w ithou t  
greater personal effort th a n  they  cared  to make. I 
found I could light and  un load  th em ; b u t  they  w a tched  
me very closely, and  I could no t  s ta r t  so suddenly  or so 
slyly tha t  they would not, in spite of all I could do, jum p 
on and ride. If I p lead  w ith  them  they  informed me 
that they were there  by my invitation. I had  always 
made them welcome, and  now they  were no t  going to 
willingly yield the ir  position.

I came out of th a t  “ spe ll ,” asking myself w hethe j  
certain kinds of m edium ship  and m anifestations were 
not crutches and canes m any  of us lean upon when we 
would gain s t reng th  faster by standing on our feet—  
whether they  do no t  som etim es hold us back from p ro 
gress r a th e r  th a n  urge us forward.

I believe much more in medium ship  than  I do in 
spirit control. Mediumship is a co-operation— a blending 
of the forces of the  two worlds. Control is the  spirit- 
world harness ing  its subjec t— the  m edium — and getting
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m and riding and driving. One is equal partner^ 
the o th er is tyranny on the part of the spirit-worlH 
and slavery on the part of the medium.

A WORD ON PRAYER.
In  a le tter  to  a friend not long since. I wrote:—“Prav 

S ister, pray. Try it once in earnest." In reply she
says:—•/

“ As w ell as I  k n o w  how , I  m an y  tim es pray iu earnest. I think, 
on  th e  d a y  I  rece iv ed  y o u r  in ju n c tio n , I  had  raised my voice in praver 
as e a rn e s tly  as I  am  cap ab le  o f  do ing , for I  recall tha t as I  read our 
m ag az in e , so m e th in g  th e re in  caused  m e to  so strongly desire to go to 
c a m p -m e e tin g  th a t  I  said. ‘O, do, angels, do open the way.’ Now 
p le a se  fram e  o n e  o f  v o u r p ra y e rs  in to  w ords on paper. How do you 
m a k e  p ra v e rs  th a t  ■will be answ ered? "Who, or w hat do you address? 
I'd be so  g la d  to  h a v e  a l o v i n g  G o d  t o  i m p l o r e  blessings from, it there 
is one. a n d  h e  can be  m oved b v  m v  w eak  words. Teach me your 
p ray e r, as m v  m o th e r, in m y  ch ildhood  tau g h t me hers.

The rationale of prayer and its answer is but little un
derstood. The world has long noticed that prayers are
sometimes followed by the desired object, and have 
therefore concluded tha t some kind of a superintending 
God goes out of his way to answer prayers. Others 
have seen far enough to throw overboard these anthro
pomorphisms, and they at once swing to an opposite 
extreme and abandon the god idea. Many cannot see 
a personal boss to whom to pray, and if there is such a 
“ man up in the sky, ” they do not see how he could in
terfere in human affairs without becoming a kind of vas- 
cilating deity, and they therefore cease to pray.

In this letter I am requested to teach the writer how 
to pray— to formulate a prayer for her; this I cannot do. 
Prayer is an almost involuntary ejaculation. I prav 
because I cannot help it. As a child cries or laughs in 
voluntarily, so I pray as I groan with pain, or ween 
when overcome with sorrowful emotions* and I 1 
more teach another to pray than I can teach a child "o



N E W  T H O U G H T . 137

cry With pain. Prayer is not g e ttin g  dow n u p o n  y o u r 
knees and entering into a genera l c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  
(PhI. It is a pouring out of your sou l— a k ind  of th ir s t  
__an unquenchable desire, for som eth ing , g en e ra lly  of 
a spiritual order. This effort, th is  s trugg le  to  p e n e tra te  
the darkness, breaks the darkness, and  fills th e  soul w ith  
light. Prayer answers itself. As th e  m usic ian  sings 
himself into harmony, or the poet poetizes h im self in to  
rhyme and rhythm, so the effectual, ferven t p ray e r of an 
honest soul answers itself— it pu ts  th e  one p ray ing  in to  
rapport with his better self and th e  w orld of sp iritu a lity  
where he can reach out and take th e  blessings w hich 
otherwise were out of his reach.

\\ ords being only signs of thought, are no t necessary  
to open the fountain of though t to the  great source of 
spirituality. There is only one need of a form ula of prayer, 
that is to concentrate the minds of those who are pray- 
ing> °n the same thing. As in physical m atte rs  two or 
three have more power than  one, so it is in spiritual 
things. Jesus said: “ W here two or three are gathered 
together in my name there am I in the midst of th em .”

Persons not able to hold the ir  own minds in a s teady  
course may be aided by a formula. In  p rayer  the re  is 
sometimes a something too deep— too lofty for expres
sion in words, and som etim es the  a t te m p t  to clothe 
the deepest emotions in words drives the ripest and m ost
divine thought away.

In praver we want to feel our kinship witli the great 
beyond and to send ourselves out for the blessings we

J

need.

m o r e  r a t i o n a l .
T h e  churches and S p i r i t u a l i s m  a r e  d a i ly  g e t t i n g

_ • c J p  t o  s a y  b o t h  a r e  b e c o m in g  more ratio-
to g e th e r .  I t  is  s a io

g  nearer
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nal in their interpretation. Whiie Spiritualism may 
have been the chief cause of the church renouncing the 
doctrines which were e the staples of orthodox the
ology. it is itself swinging back from some of the extreme*, 
to which many of its mediums and speakers once wee* 
The fact is our first thoughts are generally of a negative 

raeter; that is to say, we generally think oursc 
out of the old before we think o .r .ewes into the new 
Mankind is likely to look far enow 0 see the ab. 
ities of the old, before the.. are sufficiently opened 
to see the beauties of ‘he newer and better, which is to
take place/ On this plane are Materialistic Spirit
ualists and Agnostics of the Ingersoll type—a plane 
most of us once occupied.

E ;t one cannot live very long on negatives, the rnir.d 
after it has tired of looking at the abs rdities of decay
ing theories longs for something af; rrnative- something 
posit; , . After the
:‘s ar.Tjropomorphism ,, .\ long ; *0 apprehend, even k .t 
cannot comprehend someth..eg of it source and its power. 
It longs to feel if it cannot see something of the deific 
principle. When the mind t re o ; 7: .oi.a’ing
capr.cious persona. God, who sometimes goes out of his 
v/ay , enemies or to bless his friends, it love
to k n o v /  -  k .  not an orphan i t  . longings are
not in vain that there is a power within or bout the

, ■ •' • 0 • • and i lira on.
* -  hand, as before intimated, the church

* 114 ouraciCi. specially inspired, 
Isomorphisms. I he

' r" ' fe coming m f.v.t, . .,
. . .  . '  they b *

Jesus ?.s follow*. or' resurrection
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The theologians have h otly  d iscu ssed  th e  question whether the 
0f v,-;-. which was buried  in th e  to m b  o r w h e th er, th e  

i . v. saw the spiritual body re leased  from  its  e a r th ly  h a b it-  
A the question is one im possib le  to  an sw er w ith  c e r ta in :ty ,

.:. o~e not im portan t to  answ er. C o m p arin g  th e  gospel n a rra tiv e s , 
Kxnething can bs said fo r e ith e r  h y p o th e s is . B u t w h e th e r  th e  s p ir i t  

."-Vi to the habitation w hich it  h ad  for a  season  le ft, an d  m ade 
: .e of it to attest the tru th  th a t  life is im m o rta l, th o u g h  th e  bod;/ is 

or whether the disciples w ere g iven  lib e r ty  to see in v is ib le  and 
for;/, b.". : spiritual body w hich  is g e n e ra l;;/ concealed  from  

s • /'os', senses, is a m atte r of sm all im p o rtan ce .
Then -. ich men as Rev. L ym an  A bbott  concede tha t

it is a matter of little or no im portance whether the
body of Jesus was raised or  not? th e y  are not far from
b.e kingdom of Spiritualism. T h a t  Mr. A bbott  inclines
to tne spiritual in terpreta tion  of th a t  phenom enon
generally called the resurrection of Jesus, will be seen
y the following from the same discourse:

It is no incredible faith  th a t  th e re  hav e  been  tim e s  in  w hich  th a t  th e  
y e  . generally holder; have been ab le  to  see ,the  ears genera lly  too  dull 
/.v.'; been quickened to  hear. We C hristians do n o t believe th a t  
jev;s Christ was the only  one th a t  ever rose from  th e  dead. We 
believe that every death-b ; i a m o r r e c t io a  th a t  from  every g rave  
‘I.-: .‘.one is rolled a w a y ; and by th e  side of every w eeping wife stands 

:;..:.o > h;-; ; of h e r  loved com pan ion , calling  h e r by nam e,
whic h she alas! canno t hear.

This 'spiritualism, pure and simple. Such straws 
show the direction of the wind. The fact is the con
verts a r e  all coming our way— none are going from us, 
and just, now the most of those coming to us are men of 
large following. 'I lie fact is the moulders of public 
Opinion are getting around on the  spiritualistic side of 
the  leading questions of the day.

JOHN C. BUN DY.
Sormthine ha-1 told me several times Within the past

yeai that lohn C. Bandy'* work wa» done, yet I had in- 
, v f t .- , t  h i s  p o w e r  w a s  g o n e  o r  t h a t  h e. t  ̂ ft,-,t his power waterpreted it to mean tha

, t ,is  t a c t i c s ;  I h a dw;» , goirig to eh.in,, -

gon<
n o t  t h o u g h t  o f
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his passage to the spirit world. T he  news of his birth 
into higher spheres was to me a genuine surprise. 
\ \  hen Mr. Bundy began his war on rue several years 
since, I was b it ter  for some time, and a few times struck 
back; I afterward saw  circum stances  in his own im
mediate connection, and learned of his uncontrollable 
prejudice, which, added to troubles which need not now 
be mentioned, led him on in a warfare which eclipsed 
his work, and perhaps shortened  his days in this world.
I personally learned tha t  when he happened to get a 
prejudice against a b ro ther  no a rgum ent could turn him; 
and, with him it was a religious du ty  to see that every
thing possible was done against any one who. in his 
estimation, had ever made a mistake in life.

Viewing him in this light I long since forgave him for 
all he had done or would do against me. I ceased im
part of our warfare, determined to nevermore renew it. 
I have urged other Spiritualists to do the same thing. 
I am now glad that for the last half dozen years, at least, 
the battle has been all on one side. No man on earth 
has ever pursued another with more persistence or 
vehemence than Mr. Bundy pursued me for twenty 
years. I honestly think he thought he was in the line 
of his duty, so I forgave him in advance; I now ask all 
honest mediums against whom he hurled his darts not 
only to forgive him, but to lend their mediumship to
help him. P lease follow him with nothing but <mod 
thoughts. 8 1 £ ood

Let us all hope that in th a t country whom nil 
their fellows as they are, we will be |> ,« ' a * C<ln See
each other, and more help to e-,rl, p,eased With
been here. Cach o th ^r than We have

M
To-day I want to record that »i
r. Bundy was m istaken, I believ ,.’' ^  r,1a»iy U,i

8 M o t iv e s  Nv
mgs
er.>
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pure_that in his fights against some of th e  b e s t  w o rk e rs
in the field, he was impelled by w h a t  seem ed  to  h im  
the good of the cause. W hile  Mr. B undy  w as so u n fo r 
tunate as to make his paper unpopular,  in so m uch  th a t  
he lost the most of his subscribers, he made, in m a n y  
respects, an able paper— a paper  w hich  I h ope  will now  
pass into hands which will res tore  it to  th e  pos i t ion  
among Spiritualists it once occupied.

OUR BOOK TABLE.

i i lh PS\CHICAL R E V IE W . A Q u arte rly  Jo u rn a l o f P sy ch ica l
Science, and Organ of th e  P sych ical Society .

Number 1. of Volume I. of this able Review h a s  
reached us. It is a quarterly review containing one hun- 
died well filled pages to the number. Being published 
l>\ the American Psychical Society, and containing th e  
results of their researches into the  realms of the  Occult, it 
C 'uld not be otherwise than  one of the  most en ter ta in -  
ing magazines in the world. T h e  names of the officers 
of this society are all sufficient to guarantee a thorough 
investigation of psychic matters, and as this Review is 
published on purpose to keep those interest posted as to 
the results of its investigations, the Review might have 
been expected to be just what it is, one of the most 
calm, dispassionate and interesting documents ever pro
duced on psychic subjects.

The contents of th e  p resen t n um ber are as fo llo w s:  
— “ Som e Assured R esu lts  in P h y sica l S c ien ce  and th e  
Present O u t-lo o k ,” by R ev . M. J. S avage. • Im p lica 
tions of P h y sica l P h en o m en a ."  by Prof. A. E . D o lb ear. 
‘•Psychography in th e  P resen ce  of Mr. K e e le r .” " P sy -  
ch J ra p h y : Remarkable C a se s .” by II. O. F lo w er .
• P r o c e e d in g s  of the  A m erican P sych ica l S o c ie ty .” c o n -
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ta m in g  addresses  by Rev. M. J. Savage. Reports upcn 
P sycography ,  by Prof. Dolbear,  Rabbi Schlinder and 
Mr. G arland .  Discussion, etc. “ Psychical Research 
Science. ' by  Rev. T. E .  Allen. “ Prof. Lodge Upon 
Psychical R e s e a rc h . ’’ “ Psychical Cases and Reflections 
F ro m  Periodical L i t e r a tu r e . " This is followed by 
tw elve  pages of in te res t ing  editorials; All of which is 
followed by  a list of the  nam es  of the officers and mem
bers of the  A m erican  Psychical Society.

T h is  R ev iew  is published in the Pierce Building, 
Copely  Square. Boston. Price S i ,  for single number, or 
$ ;  pe r  year.

L E T T E R S  TO  F A R M E R S ’ SO N S on th e  Q uestions of the Day: 
B eing  fa m ilia r  T a lk s  on  P o litica l E conom y'. By H en ry  S. Chase, 
M. D ., N ew  Y o rk : T w en tie th  C e n tu ry  P u b lish in g  Co., 1S91.

This book is ostensib ly  w ri t ten  for farmers sons, but. 
a f te r  reading  several of its in te res ting  chapters, and 
giancing th rough  others,  I m us t  express the  opinion that 
it is as good for the  sons of o th e r  people  as those of 
farmers. Dr. Chase in a plain, simple, m a t te r  of :ac. 
wav. lays down th e  principles of political economy, and 
m akes  them  so simple th a t  a child could not fail to un
ders tand  them.

W h e n  the  au th o r  of this book saw  W illiam Lloyd 
Garrison m obbed in 1835, he becam e an abolitionist. 
After th e  abolition of th e  s lavery of the  blacks, a slavery 
of bo th  whites and blacks, which was worse, took its 
place. Mr. Chase says:

In old times the negro could run away. The white slave can find 
no place of refuge, and so cannot emancipate him self from serfdom 
The negro could die by the bullet, the hound, or the swamp The 
-.hit* »!*••-* fin'is refuge in suicide. Few negroes emancipated them 
se.ves or even tned to. The white slaves try to. but are thrust hack 
into ;ong roars, a oare living or starvation.
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The blind bigotry of monopoly and p ro tec t ion  is 
compared to that of the former slaveholder, w ith  the
balance in favor of the latter.

The labor and capital question th is  book p u ts  as
follows:

In a thousand ways m igh t be to ld  sto ries to  i llu s tra te  th e  g o o d 
will that should exist betw een lab o r and cap ita l. C ap ita l, you  hav e  
seen is, the grand-child o f labor. Som e peop le  becom e ash am ed  o f 
their grand-parents; i t ’s a p ity . L abor th e  m o th e r; w ea lth , th e  ch ild ; 
capital the grand-child.

Now, my dear boys, r ig h t h e re  we m u st e x p la in  th e  re la tio n  th a t  
wages hold between labor and cap ita l. C ap ita l, w hen a rro g a n t o r 
ignorant, asserts th a t it is she th a t  pays th e  w ages o f labo r. T h a t  is a 
false statement. Labor alw ays ow ns h e r  own w ages befo re  rece iv ing  
them.

After awhile the clam  digger, th e  clam  m erch an t, w hom  we h a v e  
spoken of, began to hire labor to  d ig  h is c lam s, w hile  he  was se llin g  
other clams. At n igh t th e re  were several bush e ls  o f c lam s p roduced  
by labor. At night the clam  m erch an t pa id  h is d iggers for th e ir  w ork . 
After he had paid them , he found th a t  he  w as r ich e r  th a n  he  w as in  
the morning, for the clam s dug, in  th e  b ask e ts  w ere w o rth  m ore  th a n  
the wages paid; capital had  been increased  and  n o t d im in ished , by 
the payment of wages. \ \  ages had  been pa id  o u t o f th e  p ro d u c t o f 
labor and not out of capital.
( Now let me take another case to  show th is  law  of w ages and  cap ita l.

man comes into your v icin ity  and h ires a “ corn lo t ,” o f fo rtv  acres. 
He pays out cash to get it plow ed and  p lan ted , to  th e  e x te n t o f six ty  
dollars. He is sixty do llars out of cash , b u t n o t ou t o f cap ita l. H e 
has merely taken sixty dollars out of h is pocket and  p u t i t  in to  th e  
forty acres.

Another man comes a long and buys h im  out for seventy  do llars: now 
he has taken the sixty dollars out o f th e  forty  acres and p u t i t  back  
into his pocket, together w ith  ten  do lla rs  profit. T hus he h i s in 
creased his capital from  $60 to 570.

Now you may apply th is  p rinc ip le  to  all p aym en ts  of wages, and if  
you trace all the operations carefu lly  to  th e  resu lts, you will find it 
the invariable rule th a t wages are paid  ou t o f labor. C apital never 
produces wages. C apital can produce nothing. C apital is no th ing  
without labor. Labor can ex ist w ithout capita l. Capital m ust die 
without labor. Capital and labo r un ited  can produce and do p ro 
duce the wonders o f th e  world.

This book contains 166 pages of about such arguments 
as are here quoted, all to be had for twenty-five cents.

F amiliar S pirits.— W e have received from H. L. 
Hastings’ Anti-Infidel Library, Boston, Mass., five pam- 
phlets under the a b o v e  general title. The five pamphlets
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are really five parts of the same book, each one taking 
up a separate division of the subject. The book was 
originally written by W. R. Ramsey, but it is now edited 
by H. L. Hastings, and has been so edited as to mani
fest much more of Hastings than of its original author. 
These theses are well written and deserve commendation. 
Indeed, if one wishes to get at the facts of Modern Spirit
ualism, it would be hard to find more positive evidence 
of its tru th  anywhere than in these brochures. Ihe  ex
planations of the facts are so ridiculous as to fall of their 
own weight. They will do no harm to Spiritualism. 
The charges made against Spiritualism are of such a 
nature that intelligent and self-respecting Spiritualists 
are proud to acknowledge their truth. E v e n  progressive 
men in the churches are almost falling over each other 
in the race to get onto Spiritualistic grounds on the 
most of the points mentioned. The Spiritualistic doc
trines of God, of Christ, of atonem ent, of salvation, of 
heaven, hell, e tc ., are so much more sensible than those 
of orthodoxy that there are few progressive men even 
in the churches who would not give boot to trade with 
us. Spiritualistic teachings in the Bible are now so 
popular and so self-evidently true that Bro. Hastings’ 
effort to expose it only makes sensible people incline 
more than ever before to Spiritualism. Individually I 
am glad that Mr. Hastings has been moved to reissue 
these pamphlets. They will prove, as all other efforts
of the kind have, that “ you can do nothing against the 
truth, but for the tru th .”


