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OUR EASTER-THE SPIRITS GREETING.

BY MATTIE E. H ULL.

it ten for and read at the Spiritualist's Celebration. held in Wash­
ington, D. C., March j/st.

We bring our joyous greetings friends,
F rom  our h o m es ju s t  over the way,

W e h ave bridged  th e  stream  o f  D eath  with flowers, 
I heir liv es  were nursed in spirit bowers.
And w e b lend  our lo v es and jo y s w ith yours 

On th is  o u r  F a ster  Day.

You n e’er had learned that love died not.
It had n e’er been proven by word ;

Your ey es were dim , your stifled prayer 
W as a moan o f g r ie f—a wail of despair ,
Y our loved were gon e, you knew not where,

•Till the tiny rap was heard.

A rap -  ̂ little  rap at last.
So  strange—so wierd a tiling . 

W ho knew  its m eaning ? All ' " 
W hether the om en was good or i 
< >r saint from H eaven, or fiend In n

No  one could the a n s w e r  bring.

Again and again th e  answer
’Till at last in a ch.M *

With mingled feeling of j>’.'■ ,  ht.a r --
She sa id : '‘Mamma,
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(Nor dreaming the spirit world so near)
“ And it knows too, what I say.”

The grandest truth of a growing age,
Sought for by priest and seer,

Given at last by a little child 
Spoken by lips that had known no guile, 
Giving the proof to your sense the while 

“The so-called dead are near.”

It met the scorn of the powers 011 earth,
But its voice could not be stilled ;

It proved the dream of a thousand years,
The sacred garner of hopes and fears,
And these strange th ings  from the spirit-spheres, 

The pulse o f  your soul-world thrilled.

Faith is no longer  a wanderer blind;
Her eyes with radiant light  

Are catching gleams from our fair shore,
She has seen the loved who have gone before. 
She bends as a mourner in crape no more,

She has knowledge o f  touch and sight.

There is no death ! From souls once dark 
The stone has rolled away ;

O, bless the powers, in the past afar 
That pushed the mystic gates ajar,
And said : “here your loved and loving are,

Five and forty years to-day.

A y e ,  t h i s  is  t h e  S p ir i t s '  P ia s te r  D a y ,
T h e n  l e t  t h e  j o y - b e l l s  r in g  ;

W e  are w e n d i n g  o u r  w a y  to  fr ien d s  o f  earth  
O, d e a r  o n e s ,  l e t  y o u r  s o n g  g o  forth ,
W h i l e  w e  p r o c la im  t h e  h i g h e r  birth*

A n d  o u r  D e-D en n is  s in g .
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DEATH, AND IT S  TO-MORROW,

---- O R ----

fhe Spiritualistic Idea, of Death, Heaven and Hell.

BY M O S E S  H U L L .

(Continued from April number.)

IS T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N  A B I R T H  ?

Yes, the resurrection is declared  to be a birth . I 
will only refer to one place. In  Col. i: 18, P au l  says  : 
“And he [Jesus,] is th e  h ead  of th e  body, th e  church  ; 
who is the beginning, th e  firstbor?i f r o m  the  d e a d ; th a t  
in all things he might have  th e  p r e - e m in e n c e .”

Here Jesus was said to be born  from [ek, ou t of] the  
dead. The only ob jec t ion  I have  ever heard  urged 
against the in te rp re ta t ion  here  given, is, th a t  while the  
text declares th a t  he was born  from th e  dead, it says he 
was the firstborn, th a t  is th e  first one born from the 
dead. This is a m istake  ; no Bible w riter  or educated  
Bible reader, ever believed any th ing  of the  kind ; ex­
cept as a kind of subterfuge, to dodge the in te rp re ta ­
tions here given. Paul says :— “ W o m en  received their  
dead raised to life aga in .”— Heb. xi: 35. The  fact is, 
the term “ firstborn,” while it signifies th a t  Jesus was 
born out o f  the dead , does not signify th a t  he was the 
first one born from the dead. T he  word signifies first 
in rank— in importance, and not first in numerical order. 
This is proved in w hat follows : “ tha t  in all things he
might have the p re-em inence .” This signifies that, as 
Jesus stood first, tha t  is, A, 1, among reformers here, so 
he is first, tha t  is, A, 1, among those born from the dead. 

Now let us apply Jesus tests to h im se lf , he says
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those  who are born  of th e  spirit ,  are  like the wind ; you 
cannot tell where they  go, or  w h ence  they come. While I 
this  is not true  of those  w ho profess to have experienced 
this birth, it was t rue  of Jesus. F irs t ,  let us brin« 
Jesus and Paul together .  Jesus  says :— “ Except a man 
he born again he can n o t  see th e  kingdom of God.”— 
Jno. in: 3. Now m ay I ask why ? Paul answers:— 
“ F o r  flesh and blood can n o t  inherit  the  kingdom of 
God ; neither doth  corrup t ion  inherit  in corruption.”—
1 Cor. x v : 50. T h u s  it appears  th a t  one must be born 
out of flesh and blood to  be born  into the kingdom of 
God.

A P P L I C A T I O N  O F  J E S U S ’ T E S T S .

T h o se  w ho will e x a m in e  th e  v a r io u s  appearances of 
Jesus after  his d e a th  will d isco v e r  t h a t  in every instance 
he cam e and  w en t  ex ac t ly  as he  said  th o se  would who 
were born of th e  spir i t .  T h a t  is to  say, no one ever 
saw him come or go. U sua l ly  he  a p p e a re d  and then 
vanished. In M att ,  x x v m :  17, th e  disciples saw and 
worshipped him in Galilee, b u t  “ so m e  d o u b te d .” In 
Mark xvi: 9, he ap p ea re d  to  M ary ; th e n ,  in verse 12, 
he appeared  “ in a n o th e r  form u n to  tw o  of them  as they 
walked and went into the  c o u n t r y . ’ Afterward, in verse 
14, “ he appeared  un to  th e  eleven as they  sat at meat. 
In none of these instances  did they  see him come or go.

In Luke xxiv: 15, Jesus  drew  n ea r  to two men who 
were walking, but ‘‘their  eyes were holden tha t  they 
should not know h im .” In verse 31, a f te r  going in and 
breaking bread with them , he “ vanished from their 
sight.” They surely could not tell w here  he went. In 
verse 36, Jesus “ stood in the ir  m id s t ,” but they could 
not tell where he come from. W hile  he continued his 
conversation, he was “ par ted  from them  and carried up 
into heaven .” Verse 57.
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1,, John xx: 14, Jesus somehow a p p e a re d  w hen  M a ry ’s 
hark was turned. W hen  she tu rn e d  and  saw h im  he 
refused to allow her to touch him. T h e  next seen  of 
him, he was in the midst of a room, w here  “ the  doors  
were shut, for fear of the Je w s .” T h e y  did no t  on th a t  
occasion see him come. Verse 19. In  verses 25 and  
26, after eight days he again en te red  a room  w here  the  
doors were closed and ta lked with his disciples. T h u s  
he came and went exactly as he said those  should who 
were born of the spirit.

SOME R E SU L TS OF T H A T  B IR T H .

As birth into this world l ibera ted  us from the narrow 
sphere we occupied before th a t  birth, so birth from our 
own physical body and its environments  lets us into a 
larger, wider and more useful existence. How often 
have I heard the old proverb, “ live and learn ; die and 
forget all.” I once believed it, but I was never recon­
ciled to the idea. I t  never seemed right tha t  a person 
should spend three score and ten years in this world, in 
picking up an education and then die and forget all he 
had learned. To me the idea of the unconsciousness of
the dead was always revolting.

Has this earth been millions of years preparing to 
produce such statesmen as Jefferson, Clay, Webster and 
Gladstone, only to have that statesmanship and that 
manhood swallowed up by the grave ? Is the grave the 
house where all the knowledge, patriotism, statesmen- 
ship and experience of the world is to be garnered ? 
H .vc the m ounta ins  of the eternities thus labored for 
thr5H< millions of ages to bring forth this mouse ? When 
on<! thinks seriously of it he involuntarily exclaims in 
lhJ .pirit of the epitaph on the chihls tomb stone

“ S in ce  I tun so soon done lor,
I w onder w hnt I was be^iin  for.”
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S in ce  th e  a b o v e  w as  w r i t ten ,  Rev. Minot J. Savage
h a s  d e l iv e red  a d isco u rse  on “ Im m ortali ty  and Modern
T h o u g h t s , ” in w h ich  he says :

Then  there  is just  one other consideration. If some one asked nit 
p h i lo so p h ica l ly  or scientifically to try to prove continued existence, I 
should  say it falls short o f  proof. But I should suggest that the uni­
verse seem s to m e a rational thing, aud that to end in the dust would 
seem  to be the defeat and denial of  reason. For millions of years, 
from star-dust down to the appearance of these planets on one of 
w h ich  is our h o m e  ; and then from the first beginning of the ap­
pearance o f  life in its lowest forms on the planet, climbing up through 
fish and reptile and bird and animal to man, life has been making 
this  wondrous a s c e n t ; and then from a period three or four hundred 
thousand years ago w hen  man first appeared on the planet, until to­
day, c l imbing this pathway of  dust, of blood, until at the summit of 
the world’s civilization, the Homers, the Virgils, the Dantes, the 
Goethes, the Shakespeares, the Gautaumas, Jesus—to say that this 
process, c l imbing age after age through millions of years, should 
culminate in nothing hut—dust, seems to me the very denial of rea­
son. I do not believe that the power and life, of which this universe 
is only a manifestation, has been going on through this long period 
of preparation to end in nothing at all.

N o r  is m a n  to  live in th e  g re a t  fu ture  without the 
effec ts— th e  k a r m a  of his ea r th -ex is tence .  The child 
p as se s  to  th e  b e y o n d  as a child  ; the  one who has not 
im p ro v e d  his t im e  here ,  passes  in to  th a t  world without 
th e  r e s u l t s — th e  w ea l th  g a th e re d  by a life of devotion 
to  sp ir i tua l  and  m e n ta l  progress  in this world.

I c a n n o t  r e m e m b e r  w hen I did not thirst for knowl­
edge ; n o r  can  I r e m e m b e r  when, in my boyhood days, 
I ever  looked  u pon  a g rea t  s ta te sm an ,  o ra to r  or scholar 
w i th o u t  ind isc r ibab le  longings-- longings which often 
fo rm u la ted  them se lves  in questionings : Will f ever
gain  th e  p innac le  on which th a t  man s tands ? And when 
I looked  upon  g rand  old men, and saw them faltering 
in th e ir  s teps  ; th e ir  ha ir  bleached out ; the i r  eyes grow 
ing dim ; the ir  m em ory  and voice failing; I almost in­
vo lun tar i ly  said to myself, and sometimes to others, arul
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nuist this man die and forget all he has  lea rned  ? Must 
that eloquent tongue lie silent in th e  g rave  ? M ust th a t  
knowledge be shut off ? Must th is  g rea t  m an  forget  all 
he has learned in three score and  ten  years  of ha rd  
study5 Indeed, I have seen som e of these  g rea t  men 
intellectually fail ; I have seen the  lam p  of the ir  genius 
dicker, and, to all appearance  bu rn  itself out before the 
physical life left the body. A lexander Campbell ,  a m an  
whose erudition, logic and  e loquence astonished the  
world, became a babe in intellect and ability before he 
was called home.

Old John Knox, whom kings and queens feared more 
than they feared the armies of the  world, before he 
passed away, it is said, used to cry for his g rand­
daughter to put him in his cradle and rock him to sleep,
singing to him the songs his m other  sang to him almost 
a century before. These  things in my youthful days 
troubled me beyond expression. T h a t  trouble is now 
over.

Neither John Knox nor Alexander Campbell lost any 
of their power. T he  machines upon which they played 
during their long and active earth-journey, failed ; and 
they consequently could no longer manifest their power 
to an admiring world. 1 take a musician with me into 
the hall some night, and ask her to play, she sits down 
by the instrument and discourses music which almost 
raises the hearers to the seventh heaven ; the next night 
I take the same musician into another hall and ask her 
for some more of tha t  divine music ; but the piano is 
cracked, some notes do not sound, some are too high, 
some too low ; some broken wires rattle over the old 
box which could once have been called a piano ; the 
noise, which takes the place of music, almost throws 
one into an extasy of misery. Why this difference ?
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H a s  th e  music ian lost h e r  cunning  ; No, the instrurrer• 
h as  failed. So w ith  m a n y  old people who seem to have 
lost the ir  powers. T h e y  need a new instrument ; they 
will soon be born  ou t  of the  old body of flesh and blood 
into a newer and  more spir i tual  existence. When pant­
ing for knowledge, “ as th e  h a r t  p an te th  after the water 
b ro o k s ,” I used to th ink ,  oh! if I could stand underand 
ca tch  this p ow er— this knowledge, as these grand old 
men lose it. so th a t  th is  knowledge, this wisdom should 
not depar t  out of existence, how glad I would be. If 
as these good old E li jahs  are ascending to heaven a few- 
young and vigorous E l i jahs  could catch their falling 
garm ents ,  how much b e t te r  it would be ; I almost felt 
to chide God because it was not so. I am now cured 
of th a t  ; I no longer w an t  it so, I love an education and 
must have it, but I love more the  effort— the labor—the 
excitement of ge t t ing  an education. No, I say to these 
depart ing  saints, go ; take your  experience, your energy, 
your ability with you ; you have earned it. it is yours— 
yours by conquest.  “ Well done thou good and faith­
ful se rv an t ,” en te r  the higher classes in “ that better 
co u n try ,” which your work entitles you to enjoy.

Death  does not change the man, it releases for him 
all he may have invested in justice, purity, truth, wis­
dom and love— it puts  it into his hands where he can 
use it as never before. Reader, instead of envying peo­
ple the goodness, the purity, the wisdom they attained 
and carried away with them, let us strive to Jay up for 
ourselves “ treasures in heaven where neither moth or 
rust can corrupt, and where thieves do not break through 
and s tea l .”

WHO DOES DEATH  STING ?

Death always comes to the poor sufferer as a friend it 
comes to lift him out of environments he was no longer
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endure. It is those left behind, those who live 
I . . uterdarkness,” who are stung. As Rachel wept 

j,er children and refused to be comforted, so do 
. who do not see death as it is. refuse to be comfort- 

To them, those who have gone with the “ pale 
itman" are not. They say, a man, a woman, a child 

- lead. But these clouds have a silver lining ; could 
ve look through our tears, could our spiritual eyes 
,?A ears be opened, we would see and hear a different 
:::rong irom the weeping friends ; we would see a band 
d angels made glad by their reunion, and we would 
hear them singing and shouting, a child is born— born 
:“ o our world with all the education, experience and 
ability he gained through the long years of his residence 
n earth-life—his wisdom, his love, his philanthrope- are 
ow on our side, Heaven is better for the passage of 

every good man or woman to its portals.
How often earth's pilgrim feels as he journeys through 

ufs, that every step of it is new ; every move on earth's 
chess-board, one never made before ; hence how num 
erous are our mistakes. Who is there that does not, 
'■'•hen taking a retrospect of his or her life, see where, if 
they had it to do over again, they would do differently.
How numerous are the mistakes in the lives of the best 
of us ; if the youth could only learn from the mistakes 
of those who have lived before them ; but, alas, they 
never know of these mistakes until they have been re­
peated in their own lives.

There are few who cannot say, if I could only be put 
back to my boyhood, or girlhood, with the experience I 
have gained in my long battle with adverse circum­
stances I would be a nobler, wiser and better repre- 
t e n t a t iv e  of my race by the time I aKain arrived at the 
years I have now r e a c h e d .
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R e a d e r ,  it w il l  s o o n  c o m e  ; y o u  a n d  I will, ere iOTl{, 
b e  b o r n  a g a i n ,  w e  w il l  e n t e r  t h a t  h ig h e r  life under 
s u p e r i o r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  w e  w ill  h a v e  t h e  b en e f i t  of the ex­
p e r i e n c e  w e  h a v e  g a i n e d  h e r e .  T h e  le s s o n s  thoroughly 
l e a r n e d  h e r e  w il l  n o t  n e e d  t o  b e  r e p e a t e d .  If we fail to 
l e a r n  b y  t h e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  w e  s u f f e r  h e r e ,  t h e n  we may, 
i n ' t h e  g r e a t  b e y o n d ,  b e  r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  a, b, c, class in 
t h a t  o t h e r  w o r l d .  E e t  u s  m a k e  a l l  w e  c a n  of ourselves 
d u r i n g  t  hi is l i f e - j o u r n e y ,  s o  a s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  world into 
w h i c h  w e  a r e  to  b e  b o r n ,  u n d e r  t h e  b e s t  poss ib le  cir­
c u m s t a n c e s .

( 7'o be continued . )

WHO WAS THE H EB R EW  JEHOVAH ?

B Y  R E F L E C T O R .

An a n x i o u s  i n q u i r e r  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  c o n s is te n c y  of a 
b e in g  w h o  d e c l a r e s ,  ‘ ‘T h o u  s h a l t  h a v e  no  o th e r  Gods 
b e f o r e  m e , ” a n d  d e l i b e r a t e l y  p l a n s  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  of a 
r iv a l  w h o m ,  t h o u g h  h e  c a l l s  h is  s o n ,  C h r i s t e n d o m  has 
e x a l t e d  in to  a  G o d .

A t  t h e  r isk  of  b e in g  d e e m e d  p r e s u m p t u o u s  we propose 
t h e  in q u i r y ,  w h o  is t h e  H e b r e w  J e h o v a h ?  a n d  did he 
h a v e  a  s p e c i a l  s o n  ? A m i d  t h e  s u p p o s e d  e x is te n c e  of 
“ E o r d s  m a n y  a n d  G o d s  m a n y , ” w e  m a y  b e  p a r d o n e d  the 
s e l e c t i o n  o f  o n e  of  t h e s e  o n l y ,  fo r  p r e s e n t  re f le c t io n s .

N e v e r  in t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h u m a n i t y  h a s  b o ld ,  incisive 
t h o u g h t  a n d  q u e s t i o n i n g  t r e n c h e d  f a r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  do ­
m a in  o f  s a c r e d  m y s t e r y  t h a n  in t h e s e  d a y s  of genera l  
j u d g m e n t ,  n e c e s s a r y  r e v i s i o n  o f  “ d i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n s , ” 
d o g m a s  a n d  c r e e d s .  A m e r i c a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a n d  gen ius ,  
t h e  r e c o g n i z e d  id e a l  o f  s o c ia l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  p r o g r e s s .

T H E  P R E S E N T  IS T H E  I R O N  A C E

of th e  world, and  o u r  busy  V u le a n s  of a d v a n ced  thought 
arc e a rn e s t ly  u t i l i ta r ian ,  a n d  c a re  less for theo logy  am
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more (or humanity. Belief in th e  d iv ine r igh t  of kings 
u reign over and oppress th e  peop le  is exp loded , and 
the fragments of the  wreck a re  d r if ted  b ack  w ith  the  
debris of ignorance and b igo try .  T h e  divine r igh t to 
life, liberty and sufficient soil on which to  earn  a living, 
and secure happiness, is n o t  w ith  th e  king b u t  with  the  
man, and equally with the  lowliest as with  th e  highest. 
Women and men are no longer  called on to cringe to 
the powers that be. M an is of m ore  value th an  altar,  
throne, dogma or temple. T h e  h ighest  object of devo­
tion is an exalted, cultured, refined m anhood. T h e  
sublirnest attribute of the  peasan t  p rophe t  of India  was 
his large humanity.

“The God of the H ebrew s .” T here  is no o ther  name 
which has served as a bulwark  and defense for more 
ignorance and greater cruelty th an  this term ‘‘G od .” 
But by the pulverization of man-enslaving creeds, the 
time seems near when this term will be numbered with 
names now obsolete. As man becomes intelligentlvO ^
familiar with his relations to his necessary surroundings, 
he ceases to be superstitious,—

C E A S E S  TO H A V E  ANY U S E  FOR GODS.

As he b e c o m e s  m e n t a l l y  m a tu r e ,  h e a l t h y ,  ca n d id ,  
truthful and  pure ,  h e  w i l l  c a s t  a w a y  t h e  c r e a k in g  c r u t c h e s  
by w hich  h e  h a s  b e e n  h a l t i n g  a l o n g  t h e  a g es .  W h e n  w e  
emerge from  th e  s w a d l i n g  b a n d s  of  s u p e r s t i t io u s  in fa n c y  
and b e c o m e  a b le  to  w a lk  a lo n e ,  w e  sh a l l  no  lo n g e r  n e e d  
the im aginary  s u p p o r t  of  th e  cr u tch  of  t h e  m y th ic a l  
god id ea ,— t h e  m a g ic  w a n d  in d eed ,  w ith  w h ic h  c u n n in g ,  
selfish pr ies tcraft  h a s  c o n t r o l l e d  and d irected  th e  p r e ­
judices and  ig n o ra n ce  of th e  a g es  for persona l  profit.

In pract ica l  l ife,  n a m e s  a m o u n t  to l i t t le .  W e  cher ish  
an a p p e l la t io n  w ith  e n d e a r m e n t  o n ly  w h e n  it s ta n d s  to  
us the  loved  so u v en ir  of pure character  and all th a t  is
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lovab le .  N o t  so  m u c h  w h a t  a m an  says he believes on 
o n e  d a y  of seven ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  charac ter  of his daily 
d ea l in g s  w ith  his fe llows an d  his social  habits reveal the 
rea l  reg is t ry  of  h is  fa i th .

I t  is safe  to  dec ide  c h a r a c te r  as we do the tree, by 
th e  q u a l i ty  of f ru it  i t  bears  ; judge  th e  descent of per­
so n a g e  by p ro g en y ,  o r  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  resultant outcome. 
“ If  A b r a h a m  w ere  y o u r  fa ther ,  ye would do the works 
of A b ra h a m ,  ”— w orks  as w o r th y  i f  n o t  superior— “but 
ye are  o f  y o u r  f a th e r  th e  devil, and  his  works ye will 
d o . ” Said  th e  N a z a r th  c a rp e n te r ,  to  the  Jew. Jeho­
v a h ,  as r e f l e c t e d  in t h e  m ir r o r  o f  his acts, exhibits a 
t ra i t  k n o w n  largely  a m o n g  m en as pompous exclusive­
ness, in t im a ted  in the  com m an d ,  “ Thou shalt have no 
o th e r  G ods before m e .”

I A M  T H E  A L M I G H T Y ,  

th e  h ig h e s t  o f  all t h e  G o d s ,  all t h a t  live is solely for my 
b enef i t ,  g r a t i f i c a t io n  a n d  g lory .  “ I  am, hath  sent 
th e e .  ” A n o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  is jea lousy ,  one of the 
m e a n e s t  of h u m a n  p a s s io n s  ; a n o th e r  is revenge. 
“ V e n g e a n c e  is m ine ,  I will  rep ay ,  sa ith  the  Lord.' 
G r e a t  ange)'  is a lso  his. H e  is sa id  to  be “ angry with 
th e  w icked  ev e ry  d a y . ” A nd  stil l  if  ’m id  all this daily 
a n g e r  of an  a lm igh ty” p o w e r  a n d  all its  resu ltan t  hate­
fu lness  a n d  c o n te n t io n  a m o n g  th e  o ffspring  of  God, our 
fair  e a r th  is y e t  so beau t ifu l ,  m a d e  so easily  even by 
h u m a n  love,  such  a g a rd e n  of gladness  and joy. Surely 
w i th o u t  belief in th e  crys ta l ized  idea o f  so much hate 
and  malice , th e  en t i re  g lobe  would soon become the 
p a ra d ise  an d  t e m p le  o f  un ive rsa l  praise and jo y — the 
hom e, beau t ifu l  h o m e  of angels  and  divine  men. But,
I th e  L o rd  y o u r  G od am  a jea lous  God, visiting the 
in iquity  of th e  fa the rs  on the  children to the third and 
fourth  g enera t ion .  H e  is also
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“ A MAN OF W A R ,”

-‘the Lord God is his name.” The bloody wars and 
the carnage conducted by “ thus saith the Lord,” through 
Hebrew instrumentality, for reckless cruelty and butch­
ery to w a r d  man and beast, woman and children, stand 
on the record without a parallel.

The Lord declares to his servants that he had ap­
peared to them as yet only as “ God Almighty,” and 
not by my name “ Jehovah.”

This name of all others always commands from the 
devout Hebrew the profoundest respect, and the in­
timation is strengthened by corroborative inference that 
this august appellation is found through the Egyptian 
“Book of the Dead,” to be a modified adaptation of one 
“Gehokah,” the name of a voluptuary and priest who 
flourished anterior to the finding of Moses by the king’s 
daughter, amid the reed rippling waters of the classic 
Nile.

A scholarly gentleman and a traveller says : “ There
is very good reason for the belief that che Jehovah of 
the Hebrews was an Egyption priest, and may not have 
been a very pure one at that, judging by some of his 
amazing acts.”

The idea is not new that the Mosaic Jehovah is not 
the creator of the universe, but he was a very ancient 
disappointed priestly ruler. The Christian apostle speaks 
of an ancient priestly king, Melchisidec, in the Greek 
tongue, this, however, was a changed name given him, 
as characteristic at a certain period of his history, when 
he was king of Salem, which means king of peace, 
though aforetime a “ m a n  o f  w a r . ” This king was met 
by Abraham on the plains of Chaldolare on his return 
from the slaughter of the kings, a jealous, fighting God 
__an uncommon peculiarity possessed by this peculiar
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pries t ,— King Ge'hokah, alias Melchisidec. He is v.-v. 
out “ father or mother, pedigree or descent, beginning 
of days or end of life.'' An extraordinary man cer­
tainly, if not indeed a very God. In his dealings with 
the people, this Gehokah, alias Jehovah, specially with 
the Egyption rulers, prompted by jealousy and revenge, 
there is disclosed the unsparing spirit of cross purposes, 
spite and rivalry, just such feeling as would be shown 
by the spirit of a man disappointed in his ambition for 
distinction ; one who perhaps, in his time, has receiv­
ed glimpses of reformatory truths—principles of gov­
ernment. in advance of his fellows, and in his persistent 
efforts to enforce them, lost his mortal life ; but still 
strong in spirit, tenacious in impulse, and the utility of 
his convictions, is determined not to be thwarted, he 
starts on his mission to carry on to completion the 
reforms he would have inaugurated while in the flesh; a 
medium doubtless for a spirit, who lived in the mortal 
earlier yet than he. Crossed, opposed in his wishes to 
change the social life of the State, he is represented as 
frequently visiting in propria persona, the scenes ofhis 
mortal exploits, and by instigating dissentions among 
the people, vexing the Pharaohs and their priests, afflict­
ing them with loathsome diseases, plagues, pestilence, 
famine, discords, wars and distresses in all phases of 
social, political trouble, he appears determined to bend 
all opposition to his own imperious will.

All nations have possessed their own great recognized 
leading God, high over all, with which we find no fault, 
if the idea secures to the people a superior social life, 
and does not ensnare to religious slavery. The great 
mistake nations have fallen into, we think, is the ex­
clusive selfish pride of exalting their special deity as 
being the universal creator.
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The reforms at tem pted  by the  great Hebrew Spirit 
jehovah, are radically fundamental,  and lie at the base 
i a permanent superstructure of politica,. religious and 

a -ust social economy. These revolutionary reforms are 
hetary and sanitary, the abolition of ail usury cr money 
interest, and the just status of land—securing by legis­
lation, universal justice and equal individual opportun­
ity for the possession of all the essential conditions of 
life, liberty and happiness .— “ to the end there be no 
poor among you, saith the  Uord. If one oi these es­
sential principles— the just regulation of landed property 
■vas enacted into practice, our present social corrupting 
superstructure would be turned upside down, rather 
right side up.

THE REGULATION OF LANDED PROFERTY 

on a status of universal even-handed justice in its revo­
lutionary progress would abolish povertv from the earth, 
and humanity would be no longer pauperized in the 
name of charity.

Is human disenthraliment less just now ? Has this 
great spirit less power to-day than aforetime ? Has he 
ceased to be just ? H as a venal priestly power exalted 
false Gods instead of a true and better humanity ? 
“ justice is slain in the streets and the sons and daught­
ers of toil go mourning about the city."

“ Do unto others as ve would have others do unto 
you,” sounds like a higher order of refining culture, than 
“ an eye for an eye or a tooth for a tooth." So contra­
dicting in effect are these doctrines, they appear as not 
coming from the same source. The man or the woman 
capable of loving their neighbor as self, will never do 
anything in thought, word or act that tends to in­
jure them. Millions seem bent on self-deception in the 

' hat they can love this Jehovah and hate humanity.
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for thousands of yea: the established nat-
jjtal religion. The people believed tenaciously that 
&cir sacerdotal kings were t h e  successive media lor 

-- of many of their favorite r her- ' hose
aortal remains had long lain embalmed in their pyra­
mid tombs. Rulers, kings and people possessed their 

ar spirits guides, etc., so teat Egypto-Oha'dea 
tombed under a reign of ghosts, a  sort of spirit 
/-'theism. Spirits, som e of them per hap- holy 

' not -o immaculate.
THE TERMS GENERATION. REGENERATION’

**«ew birth, * “born again.” etc., are expressed within 
* •. -uripture- ar.d trio ugh tne s .. o; ect referred to the 
terms carnation and reincarnation are not mentioned, 
v . vcarriation is the act of repet.lion of the prove- - of 
'• -v. r.g a body, taking on a deshy form 

V/v if the postulate he true, that spirit - the basic 
principle of all life, it must influence and more or less 
control the multiform expressions of the mineral vege­
table, animal and human life, not excepting, through 
cm dominating passions, all the vicious- defec t ions  and 
ind crimes in their si. atle. insidious arv : revolting nor- 
for*. If spirit does not underlie and influence ail we 
term evil as well as ail which is more pleasing and hap- 
pyfying then is it limited and is not a complete system 
of philosophy.

SPIRIT T H E  BASIC PRINCIPLE OF ALL LIFE.
It follows that spirit is the birth-giving scource of 

and devils, and the countless variety of their 
manifestation*. Our passions as well are the magnets 
or media by which we attract spirits of good or ill.

j p, idea of spirit reincarnation occupies prominence 
m the v.raced writings of nation-. In the Hebrew' 
scripture* it 1* frequently met with The union of Gods
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an d  G o d esse s  of the  a n c i e n t s  often occured. *'Tile 
so n s  of G od saw  th e  d a u g h te r s  of men that they were 
fair, an d  took  th em  w in e s  o f  all w h ic h  th e y  choose—and 
th e  L o rd  said  : My sp ir i t  sha l l  n o t  a lways strive with
m an  for th a t  h e  a /so  i s  f l e s h . " — Gen. vi; 2, 3.

A re m a rk a b le  a d m is s io n  b y  J e h o v a h  tha t  he too had 
been flesh, su b jec t  to l i k e  pass ions  as mortals. The 
le a s t  p e rh a p s  we m ay  m a k e  o f  th is  corroborative con­
fession is the  in t im a t io n  th a t  the carnations and rein­
ca rn a t io n s  of th is  high and  holy one will eventually 
cease— when the  spirit cares  no longer  thus to strive.

R E I N C A R N A T I O N  IS T H E  M E T H O D  O F  A D V A N C E D  SPIRITS 

bv which to co n s tru c t  or ad ap t  m ed ia  for special work. 
T h i s  ph ilosophy seems* to have been well understood. 
at least believed, by the a n c ien ts  and practiced wisely. 
Beings possessing th e  s t r o n g e s t  a ttrac tions,  sway and 
influence those of less power, and as it is natural law 
for  the  pu re r  e le m e n t s  to  rise, so is it the essential law 
of spirit to ascend. To such a degree of effective 
power did this obta in  under the contro l  o f  Jehovah and 
the superin tending care of his m in is ter ing  angels that 
his peculiar peop le  became a nation  o f  mediums.

T H E  C O N C E P T I O N  O F T H E  J U D E A N  MEDIUMS  

was th e  w ork of re in c a rn a t io n ,  and  by' a power *not 
com m on, he  seem s to have recognized the  fact'-'himself. 
" B e fo re  A b ra h a jn  zoas I  a m  , ” is th e  terse and significent 
expression of his faith in his own pre-existence, and the 1 
Chris t ian  apostle  in his le t ter  to the H ebrew s reasons in 
this w ise :  “ W herefore ,  when he com eth  into the
world, he saith, sacrifice and offering thou wouldst not. 
but a body' h as t  thou p repared  [fitted for] m e .” The 
fact is, this le t te r  t rea ts  largely of the very necessity of 
re incarna tion  to make hum an ity  better. From the 
earliest prophecy  of the  promised Messiah, the more
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fervid in Israel ardently  d e s i re d  a n d  m a k e  sp ec ia l  p r a y e r  
to become the worthy m o t h e r  of t h e  lo n g e d  fo r  M ess iah  ; 
t\gifted, pure, well d ev e lo p ed  m a n ,  w h o  s h o u ld  r e d e e m  
the nation from b o th  sp i r i tu a l  a n d  p h y s ic a l  d e t e r io r a ­
tion, and himself b eco m e  t h e  f irs t  of a b e t t e r  t r a n s f o r ­
mation. This hope  grew to  b e  th e  ho ly  a m b i t io n  of a 
religious faith. T h e i r  d ie ta ry  a n d  socia l  d ev o t io n a l  
habits were constan tly  p u r s u e d  w ith  th is  h o n o ra b le  end  
in view. They be l ieved  te n a c io u s ly  th e  co n cep t io n  of 
special media was w ith in  th e  p ro v in c e  and  active  care  
ol the better order of spirits . S u ch  w as  th e  fact with 
the birth of Isaac, w h o se  p a re n ts  received the  a n ­
nouncement in advance  by th e  d isposit ion  of angels. 
Ministering spirits he ld  overshadow ing  care  and influ­
ence in the conception  of Sam son , Joshua, David, 
Isaiah, Daniel, E l i jah ,  Ezekiel,  Z achariah  and John, 
the cousin and fo rerunner  of Jesus. Very m any others 
amply proved by their  rem ark ab le  lives familiar in ter­
course with the spirit realm. T im e would scarce suffice 
to recount by nam e the thousands  of well a t tested  
media gotten and gifted by the special interposition and 
carnation by spirit im presem ent and power.

T he lower is dev e lo p ed  a n d  redeem ed  by th e  ass is t­
ance of th e  h igher,  a n d  so by th e  t ransm iss ion  of the 
refining forces of th e  sp ir i t  spheres  we becom e p a r tak e rs  
of the devine n a tu re ,  and  h u m a n i ty  th u s  receives its 
highest exa l ta t ion .  T h e  m ost  sublime and appreciable  
a t tr ibute  of D e i ty  to  us is his sym pathe t ic  humanity . 
Kindness being reflective, love is regenerative and re­
demptive. And so a t t rac ted ,  like p lanets  to the  sun, 
by love’s sacred force, a tru ly  cultured woman is a 
savior to man. H e r  angel companionship acting and  
reacting on his receptive  re turning nature, inspires to 
renewed effort and the  a t ta in m en t  of nobler conditions.
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T h e  m utua l  pa r tak in g  of the Edenic fruit is a godlike 
exalta t ion . T w o  souls, tw o  hearts  tha t  throb as one, 
m akes  the  unity of life complete, and thus shall cultur­
ed hum an ity  a t ta in  to refinement of joy, continually 
grow more fragrant and sweet. Little children love one 
another.  It is written no man hath seen God at anv 
time. Moses and others saw Jehovah. God the uni­
versal spirit, former and transformer of all universes, 
and their suns, is discerned only by the revealments of 
his works. T he  only wise, immortal, invisible a l l  

f a t h e r , God, our Savior, world without end.

ALONG THE LINE.

BY MATTIE E. HULL.

H a v in g  h a d  a  large  range  o f  travel within the last five 
m o n th s ,  and  m a n y  and varied experiences  in the field, I 
am  im pressed  tha t  I car: offer nothing more entertaining 
to  th e  readers of N e w  T h o u g h t  than reflections 
and exper iences  that  have from t ime to time been 
a ssoc ia ted ,  n o t  only with rny public ork, but in social 
in terchan ge  as well.

T o  say  there never w as  so much interest manifested 
o n  th e  subjecc of Spiritualism as at the present time, 
b u t  half  expresses  the  truth; for inquiry comes from all 
directions,  while in every community,  persons irrespec­
t ive  of professions and beliefs are endeavoring to solve 
the  problem of “ Heath and Its To-m orrow,M through 
the  p henom en a  and pi i losophy of Spiritualism. Some­
t im es  it seem s as though we were making little progress, 
but id looking backward over a few years, noting the 
changes  that have com e in the intellectual as well as the 
religious world, we find we have corne a great ways,
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. the little rap signalled the  fact t h a t  the  sp ir i t-  
' ,j was here and com m unication  e s tab lished  be tw een  
- and the inhabitants of earth .  T rue ,  we m eet oppos-  
::cements and often b i t te r  prejudice  in our  p rosecu tion  
: ;he work, but none except the  ignoran t  or perversely  in­

deed, say the phenomena do not occur, or th a t  all the  
derents to its philosophy are fanatics or fools.
In every place I visited during the several m onths  of 

instant work and almost cons tan t  travel the  pas t  win- 
'-■ 1 found interested listeners on the  sub jec t  of Spirit-  

ism, and strange to say, the churches were always 
iigeiy represented in my audiences.

ihe walls of sec ta rian ism  are  g ra d u a l ly  be ing  low ered ;  
•ne once supposed im passab le  gulfs a re  be ing  br idged  with  
-w sympathy of hum an  souls; th e  p eop le  are  no t  g row ing  
•‘arther apart but more near ly  toge the r .  M any, who a 
.'•w years ago, were shrouded  in d o u b t  as to  the  idea of 
future life, believe th a t  th e y  are  now  daily receiving 
evidences of immortality.

J have found th a t  the  g rea tes t  im ped im en t  to the  work 
of Spiritualism, is a lack of c o n cen t ra ted  effort and 
method, coupled with the spirit of rivalry, am oun ting  to 
almost jealousy, among som e of the  most efficient w ork­
ers; of course there  are som e worthy' exceptions.

Considering th e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  a g a in s t  w h ich  S p ir i t ­
ualism has had to  w ork ,  its  in f lu e n c e  o v e r  th e  p u b l ic  
mind is wonderfu l  and  th e  m o v e m e n t  h as  a s s u m e d  
almost g igan t ic  p r o p o r t io n s .  Probably there  have been 
lew m o v em en ts  so  b a d ly  m a n a g e d  as  far a s y s t e m  is 
con cerned; no in te l le c tu a l  ef forts  m o re  illy paid than  
those on b eh a lf  o f  S p ir i tu a l i sm .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e s e  
facts, it h as  g a in ed  s u c h  an  in f luence  and h ea r in g  as no  
other ph i losophy  ev er  has  in the  s a m e  length  of  t im e.

It was m y priv ilege during th e  past  w inter,  to  m a k e
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th e  acquain tance  of several clerical gentlemen, who are 
evolving from orthodoxy: in each instance, it was given 
me to unders tand  th a t  Spiritualism was lea ding the way. 
On one occasion one of these friends said to me, “I am 
convinced in my own mind th a t  Spiritualism is true; the 
question with me is, where can I go, and what can Ido 
to earn a livelihood, if I leave the  pulpit? I wish my 
people were ready to hear  these things.” Undoubtedly 
his “ people” were more ready than  he knew.

In another  instance, a minister said to me, ‘ ‘When I am 
alone I find myself invariably drifting into the Spiritualis­
tic line of thought; I believe we are on the verge of a 
great religious revolution, and the ministers who are not 
abreast with the thought of the age may expect to 
take a back seat; I want to go into the lecture field un­
trammelled, free to utter my honest thought on all occa­
sions; this is a big world and I want room to grow.” In 
an extended conversation with him I found him bubbling 
over with inspiration; he also had a very good knowl­
edge of the basic principles of Spiritualism, and the re­
ceiving of spirit impressions was a common experience 
with him.

In another instance I was called to deliver a funeral 
address, the occasion being the departure from this life 
of an old Spiritualist. Out of deference to one member 
of the family, who belonged to the church, the minister 
of that respective church was invited to participate in the 
exercises. He supplemented my discourse with remarks 
colored from beginning to end with Spiritualism. When 
he referred to the departed, he said: “ Our friend has
arisen, a Spiritual man, none the less an individual, 
though out of sight; he will continue to grow in knowl­
edge and goodness.” He spoke the language of his soul 
and not tlie language of his ere
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One can but observe all along th e  line, th e  t ren d  of 
public opinion in regard to Spiritualistic  though t .  I ts  
sentiment is woven into essay and song; helpful conso ­
lation in tender words, rises to th e  lips, and soothes  in 
the hour of sorrow, full of the  sweet comfort, known 
only in Spiritualism; often such comforters, th ink  in 
their souls they are opposed to Spiritualism. I often 
hear persons denounce Spiritualism when their eyes are 
filled with tears, and their souls cry out for the  grave to 
give up its dead. Such do not realize th a t  the consola­
tion they want is to be found in tha t  which they so b i t ­
terly denounce. Is it not strange? W hy  is it th a t  
Spiritualism has been compelled to contest for every 
step of its advance, when its philosophy is what the 
world wants to know?

I wonder som etim es ,  if we,  w h o  have  been  c o m m i s ­
sioned for so many years to carry the  glad tidings to  
a sorrowful and s in -s ick  world, even  n o w  c o m p reh en d ,  
the grandeur and infinitude of the  work. W e  have  had  
many discouraging things to m eet ,  e spec ia l ly  in th ese  
latter days, when prejudice and bigotry are seek ing  to  
suppress the m anifestat ions of m edium ship  by leg is la ­
tive enactments, by im pos ing  heavy l icen ses— putting  
our mediums on a par with jugglers, street  peddlars and  
fakirs. If all who are secretly  reading and invest iga t­
ing the matter— if all who are privately receiving the  
benefits of Spiritualism, were to avow their honest  sen t i ­
ments and lend their influence on the side of justice, no  
power could prevail against it. L.egal enactm ents  can ­
not make a thing true or false. W h y  not vote  to sup­
press experiments in any other lines of science?

Co-workers, whoever, wherever you are, the t ime has  
come for earnest work. In the words of Franklin I 
would say. “ W e must either hang together or be hung
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to g e th e r .  \  ever  w en: tin n  m<,i< bi anhf ul  or tnnr< 
f j u c n t  t o k e n s  c j j i n i u g  t o  n . f r o m  t i n  o t l n i  a <i< than na y 

n e v e r  w e r e  l i g h t s  U n s h e d  m o o  h i i g h t l y  horn watn 

t o w e r s ,  t h a n  f i o m  t i n  he i gh t .  . w i n  r< o n /  lovi .d an ha: ■ 

i n f '  g u a r d .  S h a l l  w e  c o - o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e m ?

'i In n let liHinl clnsj/ clou ly hand,
Te l  trin■ heart  he aI close to hear1 

'Jill t in■. inspiration warm .
A n d  unites son]’: grown apart 

Till  in unison we move,
Keeping  inarch with t ruth sublime,

'J ill reach the wisher] {<,/ goal,
Worker  all along t in■ line

PRINCES AND PAUPERS.

KY V. O. FIOLEY.
T h e  m o r e  / re;n\ ,  r e t l e e t  a n d  o b s e r v e  t h e  trend of 

af f a i r ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  arid  so  ( .ral ly ,  t h e  m o r e  I a m  conv inced  
that, t i n  s coun try  r. d a i r y  g r o w i n g  a w a y  f r o m  t i n : curd: 
nal  p r i n c i p l e s  e n g r a f t  e d  m  t h e  i J e ' d a  r a t /on of  Indeper.  
d e n c e .  W e  a r e  s t e a d i l y  d r i f t i n g  t f j wn r d  t h e  strongest
k i n d  o f  c e n t r a l i z e d  g o v e r n m e n t . a c o u n t r y  dottlM C tredi 
h y  s u e h  m o n e y - d a g  . a s  d a l .  I i r i c e  t h e  S en a to r  from 
“ O y o r k ,  f a y  Should,  R o c k e f e l l e r ,  d a r n e g i e ,  M u r p h y  

e t a l . .  ■who m a / m  g  p o i n t  t o  gobb le -  u p  e v e r y t h i n g  
v / i t h m  rear.:. regar<\\eus o f  tin: r i g h t s  o f  o t h e r .  T i n  a: 
plnt .oera. ts  h a v e  o b t a n n n i  ( . o c t r o i  o f  tin: g o v  n m n  it 
t h r o u g h  t h e  m a r  lariats o n s  of  so e h  m e n  as J o h n  >ln rinun 
a n d  fJ ta .n eo  l ’o u te r  W e  a t e  s n r ' d y  In > o m m g  a land 
of . / .S t  m l  n.orn-.y pr  nee  on  t in o m  h a n d  am;  /. },g> 
s la v es  o f  the. w a g e  s y s t e m  pa eg» t s o  al l y,  on  t he  f,thcr.
I he r evo l t s  o f  t h e  ; , / e s e n  ’ m o n o p ' d y  o f  g o v . n g i  hy a 

fez/ js Hiiown m  S e w  Tor k win  r< o f  a p (Jpm. , t ion  of
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i ,  100,000 live in tenem ent houses , one fifth 
of the death union*' this tenem ent population

.muff last year took place in char i tab le  inst.;f <J sons,
:one out of every ten of the dead v/r,  buried m the 

■/AV-.r field, Strike'-: are the result-, of efforts on 4no 
of producers to resist invasion and roboery in the 

: ■ of law.
No wonder there is so much stealing done when >bere 

-- -o much penury arid want I do not in the least 
■ e.r/.e the man, woman or child who takes, i do not 
: ;t stealing, a loaf of bread, some pota toes, a j.-ttie

or an arrnful of wood, when tliey are actuaby 
■ for the want of such necessaries. A ma: who

a loaf of bread is called a thief and pays h.s fine 
•'•■'it to jail ; a man who falsifies his accounts and 

kv h'-* • some of his employers money is said to be nor'
’n •'•• . accounts  ; if fie ro b s  a hank  a n d  g o e  s to  C a n a d a  

• an cm hc^k-. i  ; if he b r e a k s  up a c o z e n  o th e r  nseri 
'•'* fock-gam bling  and robs  a f ew  t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  of  

' ir hard earflings,  he is c a l l e d  a br i l l ian t  f inanc ier ,  f t  
' ' ' lane a ltogether  on  what fje s t e a l s  and h o w  m u c h .  
When a poor man in v e s t s  in W a l l  S t r e e t  s to ck  it is 
' o g a m b l i n g  a w e l l - t o - d o  m an  s i n v e s t m e n t  is caJJ- 
t d  dabbling m  d o c k s  ; a rich m an  . in v e s t m e n t  is ca l led  
ajejpt. s p e c u la t io n .  W h e n  a p oor m an  m f e n  

u n e / ,  n is r ailed  de l ir ium  t rem ens ;  when a 
we)i do m a i  Pus it is ca l led  a lc o h o l i s m  ; w h e n  a 

in.tii g< ’ an o v c i  load of win .key ;* r: ca l led  d e b i l ­
ity, or fa (ft fa i hi re W h e n  a poor w o m a n  ta k e s  a loaf
of bread to feed  her ita r v io g  h tt le  o n e s  it is ca l le d  s t e a i -  
>ng if neh  w o m a n  ta k e s  a sea l  kin ao'jnc or rob of  
I ' i it ; , rai led kh p to m a m a .  You see it d e p e n d s  ait.o- 
H«th« r upon wfio d o e s  the s t e a l in g  as to w h e th e r  it is a  
disease or a crime.



5 0 6 N E W  T H O U G H T .

W il l i a m  M cKinley , J r . ,  g o v e rn o r  of Ohio, said a cheap 
suit  w as  good  en o u g h  for a p o o r  m an, and that a mort­
gage w as  a sign of p ro spe r i ty .  J o h n  Sherman said, the 
fa rm ers  shou ld  n o t  g rum ble ,  th e y  should stay at home 
and  keep ou t  of politics. T h e y  ought to be thankful 
t h a t  th e  rep u b l ican  p a r ty  h a d  saved the  country and 
th a t  th e y  w ould  have  p le n ty  of m oney if they raised 
p le n ty  of p ro d u ce  to  sell. H e  forgot to say that over 
p ro d u c t io n  so m e t im es  is a boon  to the  farmers, and 
som etim es  is a curse.

R a i l ro ad  sharks  are th e  principal money-rats in this 
country .  F r o m  1850 to  1870 Congress  gave away to 
ra i l road  com pan ies  208 ,344 ,268  acres of public lands. 
T h e  earnings of th e  railways last  year, as reported by 
the  In te r s ta te  Comm ission, were $125,950,303 greater 
th a n  th e  yea r  before. Net gains last year, over $43,- 
000,000.

B oards  of T ra d e  are no th ing  new, for Zoroaster the 
Pers ian  Moses, said m an y  hundred  years ago: “ Who­
ever buys grain when it is cheap  and holds it from the 
people  to m ake it dear, com m its  the  worst of sins, for
he com m its  the  sin th a t  leads to all o th e rs .”

‘ ‘Old H utch ,  ” as he was familiarly called, who cornered 
w hea t  in Chicago a few years ago, should have known 
this, and he would perhaps be in a bet ter  condition to­
day, for according to the  life he led, he may be supposed 
to be now resting on the  bosom of his elder brother, 
Dives, who preceded him several thousand years 
to sheol.

I take  the  liberty of revising Sankey’s favorite hymn, 
as follows :

For the ninety-and-nine who illy fare,
S o  h u n g ry ,  and wan and cold,

T h ere  is one  w h o  s its  in his  palace  rare,
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And gloats o ’e r  h is  c h e s ts  o f  g o ld —
Gold tha t w as g a in e d  b y  h is  h o n o r ’s f a l l—
Atid n ine ty -and -n ine  h a v e  n o th in g  a t  a ll .

All, Shylock, y o u  g r in d  th e  face  o f  th e  p o o r,
And sm ile w hen  y o u  h e a r  th e m  g ro a n ,

And though  y o u r in ju s tic e  m a y  lo n g  e n d u re ,
The w ro n g ’d o nes s h a ll  h a v e  th e i r  own.

Beware ! for y o u r d o o m  is c o m in g  fast,
And the  n in e ty -a n d -n in e  m u s t  ru le  a t  la s t.

For the n in e ty -a n d -n in e  w ith  e m p ty  h a n d s ,
Will to il fo r th e  one n o  m o re  

Who robbed  th e m  o f  th e i r  h o m es  an d  la n d s ,
And gave to  th e m  n a u g h t  fo r s to re .

P lutocracy th e n  w ill lo se  its  sw ay ,
And R ig h t an d  Ju s tic e  s h a l l  g a in  th e  d ay .

A crisis is a p p r o a c h in g  t h e  l a n d ,  t h a t  u n le s s  p r o m p t  
measures are t a k e n  to  w a r d  off t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  n ih i l ­
ism, will deluge t h e  l a n d  in  b lo o d .  T h e  da}^ is d r a w ­
ing very near, a n d  w h o  c a n  te l l  t h e  r e s u l t  ? Is  th is  
land to be d r e n c h e d  in t h e  g o re  of t h o u s a n d s  of  i n n o ­
cent people, to  g ra t i fy  t h e  i n s a t i a t e  lo n g in g s  of a  so rd id  
few to gain n o to r ie ty ,  a n d  to  f u r th e r  t h e i r  o w n  b a s e  
ends? F o rb id  H e a v e n !  W h a t  is to  be  d o n e ?  E v e n  
nowr the cloud g ro w s  b l a c k e r  a n d  b la c k e r  o v e r  th e  
horizon ; bu t  a fa in t  ray  of l ig h t  is seen  b e h in d  th e  
cloud, and if th e  p r o p e r  m e a n s  a re  t a k e n ,  th e  l igh t  will 
drive away th e  c louds,  a n d  th is  n a t io n  will be a n a t io n  
of people, and  n o t  of p a u p e r s .  O rg a n iz a t io n s  fo u n d e d  
on law, the sea t  of all p o w er ,  a re  sp r in g in g  up  u n d e r  
spirit guidance, a n d  all t h a t  is n o w  to  be  d one  is to  
organ ize , o r g a n i z e .  F i g h t  law fully ,  only , all w ro n g s
in social life, in b u s in ess  life, in all av o ca t io n s  of life. 
Then, w hen  all th is  h a s  b een  done ,  let th e  b low  fall—  
let tlie d read  h our  com e, a n d  th e  enem ies  of l iber ty  will 
crouch like s t a r v e d  wolves, and  be sw ep t  aw ay  b j  th e



5°S N E W  T H O U G H T .

o n w a r d  m a r c h  of t h e  sons  a n d  daugh te rs  of libertv ■. ,
1L' > and

the  Angel  of L i g h t  will seal  t h e  B ook  of Life with the 
b lo o d  of th e  sav io rs  of t h e  land ,  and  a long season (){ 
p ro s p e r i ty  will ensue.

D o  n o t  be  d iscouraged ,  do no t  give up, though the 
w ay  be  d rea ry ,  a n d  life se e m s  a cross and not worth the 
living. T r ia l s  m u s t  be overcom e ,  and the army of lib­
er ty  o v e r s h a d o w in g  th is  land  has  strongly to contend 
w i th  th e  a r m y  of w rong ,  w hich  guards  the aristocratic 
m any ,  w ho  seem a b o u t  to  seize in their  powerful grasp 
th e  sovere igns  of th e  l a n d — th e  working people. And 
foreign gold will be useless  to th is  moneyed aristocracy 
for the  “ dol lars  of y o u r  d a d d ie s ’' will hold their own, 
and  this  n a t io n  will be i t s e l f \  no t  aping the manners 
and  b looded  an t ics  of old to t te r in g  monarchies. Fire 
and blood, sword  and pen, have made this land freer 
th a n  m any  a one ; bu t  the  purging is not yet done till 
the  s ta r  of its e te rna l  progress  will have been forever 
set, and its b e a u teo u s  b a n n e r  of light, liberty and love, 
be perched on the  r a m p a r t s  of the  fort made of the 
hea r t s  of a uni ted people, and the  whole world will bow 
in profound hom age  and  respect  to the land, every one 
of whose people is a savior, a Christ.

F e a r  not, O people,  l iberty  is coming, right shall 
t r iumph, and the wall-eyed dragons of oppression from 
beyond the  seas will be forever banished, and universal 
peace will be a t ta ined  ; leaving the history of lost causes 
as a m em ento  of a non-civilized nation striding toward 
its end. D e f i a n c e , O hio.
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THE HEW IN LITERATURE.

509

BY F R A N C I S  L E A N D E R  KING.

It has been said th a t  revolutions never go backward, 
and if this be true, we have m uch reason to hope that 
the literature of the day, is culminating in a grand 
epoch, which will e levate the human race to a point of 
grandeur never before a tta ined. We do not forget 
Athenian culture, bu t  we now allude to the elevation of 
the race, instead of a class, favored by accident of birth 
and position.

s may not seem to be true to the pessimistic mind, 
but he who reads and thinks will read between the lines 
of nearly every popular  book of the day, words of fire, 
which cause the soul to burn with desires heretofore 
allowed to s lum ber within the human breast.

Words so germ inated  can never die, but must move 
on, ascending step by step ; slow at first, perhaps ; be­
cause new clothing must needs be fitted to its wearer ; 
but, the m antle  once assumed, will warm, vivify and 
awaken new aspirations. New ideas will take posses­
sion of the physical. Nervous energy is generated ; 
creating a force within, which, though silent and unseen, 
is nevertheless a power which is irresistible on the field
of action. Do it must, and what .

New desires are welling up. Pent up forces have 
been created, and must be allowed to work out their

mission. • „ i_ en created  ? FromHow have these new potencies been
, 1 1 > Ljac u modern Minerva

what have they been evolved ? I * m wi(hout a
sprung forth in full armor fro. ; ‘ ^ ’this. and affirms 
cause ? Our modern P f  tl.e cause of
that  every effect must >a\o t0 fiction, but
thig new awakening .nay he traced.
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to  scientists w h o s e  io n ?  an d  p a t i e n t  researches . 
p r o a c h in g  t h e  f ru i t io n  of th e i r  me st ardent h ;

I t  w a s  o n c e  th e  c u s to m  of the  scientist, t anno;:.:- 
d iscoveries ,  by  long  an d  lab o ro u s  argument. ,r • .
t h o u g h  fac ts  m ig h t  be invu lnerab le ,  the lab red 
n o u n c e m e n t  w as  n o t  a lw a y s  felicitous. Consecuer.:., 
r ival p o w ers  w ere  e a g e r  to  assail unguarded points. 
w a r  arose, b eg inn ing  an d  end in g  in ‘ words, words 
w ords. ' W h e n  th e  d u s t  of th e  b a t t le  was allowed t: 
drift aw ay, and  m inds  b ecam e clearer, the facts renrur- 
ed ; th e  w ar  of w ords  was fo rgo tten  as wasted breath. 
W h e n  th e  solid tow ers  of e r ro r  canno t  be overthrown 
by direct  assault ,  th ey  m ay  be undermined : are being 
u n d e rm in ed  to -day ,  and  each  setting sun throws its 
last lingering rays  upon some long cherished error that 
has fallen and becom e a p a r t  of the  debris  of a dark 
and uncanny  past.

Am ong the  first to welcome the dam e of progress and 
recognize the  noble t ru ths  which have failed to duly en­
list public a t ten t ion :  were minds poetic, romantic, and 
delicately a t tuned  to catch  a new inspiration and weave 
a web. the fillament of which sparkeled with newborn 
ideas, drawn from the world of science, which should 
a t t rac t  through the pleasing art of fiction.

The old time literature, which dealt with the dead 
past, or the more deadly vaporings of erratic ficti n. b 
rapidly becoming extinct, and this is well for man. It 
has been a burning volcano, pouring scoria, a: \ blast­
ing otherwise fruitful fields. The new' is con;mg t ?b 
front : not by any rniracie. or sudden revolution, but by 
that  gradual evolution which inspires better thoughts, 
and more astute teachers. W here  argument has failed, 
felicitous fiction, clothed in the garb of progressive 
truth, has succeeded.
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/ uroonds made sterile by successive crops of baseless 
• . drawn from ancient heathenisms, are now be- 

’-plowed, sub-soiled and sown with seeds of tru th  by 
pens of those we still call novelists, but whose 

a.fks are thoroughly imbued with that  spirit of pro- 
.-ress. which pleases without dem oraliz ing; teache~
:h :t argument or dogmatism and instils the mind 

w:h nobler thoughts, founded upon the facts of science, 
•pdy applied to the emergencies of the living present.

A novel is written, filled with s tar t l ing  facts and 
strange conceptions. It is drawn from the archives 

-1 the future and its very extravaganza draws the p u b ­
lic mind with feverish excitement and expectation to its 
pages. It is the talk of the hour, but it is not the com­
monplace of which the people s p e a k ; it is the ‘un- 
thought of. the ‘inconceivable, the •impossible that 
engages the attention. They do not see that an angel 
has entered the pool and troubled its waters, but the 
brain is impressed, and the mental world is moved to 
its deepest depths.

It is not allowed again to settle into a stagnant pool, 
before another and still more startling book is ushered 
m, and again the public mind is on the qiti : /:<■ to catch 
the earliest reading of the new in literature.

The usual epithets may be hurled at the author, but 
by a power they cannot comprehend, they are forced to 
read, and a few begin to think.

All do not see the sam e colors ; all do not see the 
same lights ; but all thinking minds are ushered into an 
arena of advanced thought. The artist seizes his brush 
and a new creation appears upon the canvas, a t h in g
of beauty and joy forever.

Out of vague h in ts, the inventor en v o lv es a new and 
u se f u l  invention  which becom es a material blessing to
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m a n k i n d ;  t h e  m u s ic i a n  c a t c h e s  ‘lost  chords’and weaves
t h e m  in to  s u c h  m e lo d io u s  s t r a in s  as may have been 
in s p i r e d  b y  t h e  jo y o u s  so n g s  of heavenly  choirs. Truly 
‘th e  p e n  i s  m ig h t i e r  t h a n  th e  s w o r d . ’ A new literature 
h a s  p o s s e s s e d  th e  field, so w in g  seed which has quicken- 
a n d  b r o u g h t  f o r th  f ru i t  w h ich  shall  multiply and bless 
t h r o u g h  e n d le s s  ages.

R e v o lu t io n s  in l i t e r a tu r e  a re  th e  harbingers of pro­
gress . T h e  n e w  w ine  h a v in g  bu rs t  the old bottles, 
m u s t  f low o u t  to  th i r s ty  souls , and  it would be the 
v a in e s t  of va in  la b o rs  to  a t t e m p t  to quench the flow.

T h e  a n g e l  t h a t  c a m e  t o  m o v e  th e  w aters  descend­
e d  to  n o  v a i n  m is s io n .  T h e  u n d u la t io n s  of the waves, 
t h o u g h  g e n t l e ,  a r e  i r r e s i s t ib le .  T h e  old forts of fiction 
a n d  e r r o r  m u s t  s u r r e n d e r  t o  t h e  new , the  progressive, 
t h e  t r u e .  T h e  c r y s t a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  o ld  world  of thought 
h a s  b e e n  b r o k e n  up ,  a n d  its  ido ls  destroyed. Its 
w a r e s  s t i l l  e n c u m b e r  t h e  s h e lv e s  of t h e  merchant, but 
a r e  s t a l e  in t h e  m a r k e t ,  a n d  he  no  longer looks to 
t h o s e  c o s t ly  fossils  for  g a in .  As relics of the dead 
p a s t  t h e y  m a y  be  s o u g h t ,  b u t  a re  no  longer fit nour­
i s h m e n t  fo r  t h e  m in d  u p o n  w h ic h  th e  new light has 
d a w n e d .  T h e  m e r c h a n t  t u r n s  f rom  th e  encumbered 
sh e lv es ,  t h e r e  is no  sa lv a g e  th e re .  T h e  wreck is too 
c o m p le te .  H is  f u tu r e  is w i th  th e  p ioneers  of the new 
d a w n in g .  P ro f i t s  c o m e  f ro m  th o se  authors ,  whose 
p e n s  a re  d ip p e d  in p ro g re s s iv e  ink, w ho think human 
th o u g h t s ,  t in g ed  w ith  t h a t  d iv in i ty  which sees in man 
th e  im ag e  of t h e  M ost  H ig h  ; s ac re d  in person, and 
e n d o w e d  w ith  r igh ts ,  s u b je c t  on ly  to the  equal rights 
of o th e rs ;  r e sp e c t in g  w hich , he secures  and  keeps his 
ow n invio la te .

T h e  new  in l i te r a tu re  h as  co m e  to  supply  the demands
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f a better educated people, and to meet the wants of a
higher civilization.

It has been said tha t  ‘all history is a monstrous l ie /  
because they who had the power wrote their own biogra­
phies, in which their own deeds were heralded to the 
world, in language which reflected their own ideas of 
greatness, and what they would have the world believe, 
rather than literal facts.

There will be less hero worship in the future than in 
the past, and the heroes we have, will not be blood­
stained. The new literature will not extenuate the 
crimes of the slayer, but will extol the arts of peace and 
those superior attainments, which lead to higher and 
nobler works, and recognize the fact that the God (good) 
in man is a spirit that will not down at the the bidding 
of any; that evil alone, is the object at which anathema 
is to be hurled.

The voice goes forth from every human form, saying 
“Touch me not; not that I am holier than thou, but as 
holy. Respect my individuality and preserve your own.
In my protection, your own safety lies. Hand in hand, 
we are a power irresistable, that may command 
Heaven’s best gifts. Divided, we are as blades of grass, 
which wither and die.”

This is the inspiration of the new in literature, which 
is wooing the hearts of men to-day, as lover never be­
fore wooed and won. Hearts are being moved to-day, 
as never before moved; not to acts of aggression and 
violence; not to acts of sordid self-aggrandizement, but
to the love of truth and justice.

A new Heaven is about to open to 11s, and the new in 
literature is its evangel; a new Earth is about to be 
born, and the noble spirit of the new literature will be
its god-father.
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T h e  venal pens of the  past, have no longer the p-,- 
to corrupt.

T h e  pens serving the  new dispensations, ‘must put on 
incorruption .’

It  is honor unspeakable, to be enrolled among the 
first volunteers in the field; for future generations will 
rise up and call them blessed. They are even now 
marching with an ever increasing phalanx, upon the 
strongholds of corruption and selfish power. Never be­
fore was so glorious an army marshaled; never before 
was so strong an arm in the field, for though small in 
numbers, they are invincible in power.

The victory is already assured, by that great murmur­
ing sea of mental activity, which is agitating the masses 
in every walk and station in life, and which will never 
cease its murmuring, while man is unjust to his fellow- 
man.

Day by day, we see the old leaders turning to the 
new order; one by one, they are compelled to forego 
their old acts of aggressiveness, and grasp the buoys 
offered to them by the spirit of progress, which demands 
justice, offers love, and proclaims that the new in liter­
ature will deal fairly with the present, and look forward 
and upward for new facts and inspirations.

These words are not the product of an idle dream, 
but a true record of existing facts. The science of life, 
its equities and necessities, is now being studied, with 
ever increasing earnestness. Truth is being sought in 
place of tradition. Our papers and magazines are even 
now vying with each other to secure items from the 
most advanced thinkers.

Fiction no longer draws its chief actors from the 
worst of an evil past, with which to excite and entertain 
its readers, but looks to the possibilities of the future



n e w  t h o u g h t . 515

I  that which shall edify, entertain and elevate. N e w  
I : exposing past and existing evils, suggesting bet-

I  fer ways, and a nobler, purer statesmanship, are now  
I published, and the public, not only buy and read, but 
I ponder until their own brain glows with the new light,
I of that higher life, which is demanded and which is 

to be.
We are no longer to be clothed in the sack-cloth, and 

besprinkled with the ashes of a selfish, unjust and un­
loving past; the enlightened sentiment of the world is 
in rebellion against its atrocities.

The “to be of the future is already painted in glow­
ing colors by pens dipped in the milk of human kind­
ness, and inspired by a divinity, newly awakened, but 
sleepless henceforth, which, with unerring truth as 
guide, demands, not charity, but justice; equal oppor­
tunities and equal freedom for all. The thoughts of the 
future will not be of what ye shall eat, drink or wear, 
but in what degree have ye developed and given expres­
sion to the divinity within, and for this alone will credit 
be given on the historic scroll.

The new in literature, with its great heart of love, is 
moving for the unification of all nations, tongues and
men.

It condones no wrongs, and seeks the highest and 

best for man.



5 1 <3 N E W  T H O U G H T .

Something About AHie’s  Thoughts.”

BY MYRA F. PAINE.

A fter reading the thoughts of our noble sister, Allie 
Lindsay Lynch, in last N e w  T h o u g h t , I felt like writ­
ing her a le tte r, but a little  consideration led me to de­
cide th a t her tim e was probably too fully occupied tobe 
trespassed  upon by private letters from those whose 
faces are strange, while yet through the heart throbs, 
comes a consciousness of loving sympathy and spiritual 
unity th a t makes all m ortals kin.

T h e n  I t h o u g h t  p o ss ib ly  w h a t  I had to say might 
m e e t  a  r e sp o n s e  f ro m  s o m e  o th e r  soul who is longing to 
w a lk  in th e  l ight,  a n d  y e t  t r e m b l in g  with fear, lest she 
sha ll  be  m is u n d e r s to o d  a n d  m aligned  by those whose ( 
eyes a re  n o t  y e t  o p e n e d  as a re  hers.

H o w  t ru e  it is t h a t  every  exper ience  an earnest soul 
m ee ts  w i th  in life, h a s  been  m e t  and  lived through, and 
is th e re fo re  u n d e rs to o d ,  by som e  o thers. W e are so apt 
to  th in k  w e  a re  th e  on ly  ones  whose pathway is so 
rugged as to  cause  b leed ing  fee t  an d  weary heart aches.

As we cam e in to  th is  express ion  of our lives alone, so 
we do w alk  a lone th ro u g h  it. And yet there is a con­
necting  link th a t  b inds us all together.  Experience is 
th e  te ach e r  t h a t  s tan d s  at every tu rn  in our road and she 
loves all alike.

O ur  S is ter  Allie has been  led into a line o f  th ou gh t  
t h a t  leads to the  very cen te r  of all life, and a s  su ch  is 
the foundation  upon which every s truc ture  for the use of 
hum an ity  is builded. Experience  is teaching us day 
after day th a t  these  s truc tu res  are ill-shapen, o u t of 
line, ro tten  from tu rre t  to  corner  stone.

Gradually, one by one, eyes have been opened to see
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be {aUing timbers, which are only glued together and 
covered over with a little whitewash, or a coat o f  paint, 
to blind the eyes of the ba ts  who congregate beneath the 
deceiving eaves.

If the external is p leasan t  to the  sense of sight, human 
bats have neither eyes nor  ears to heed the warning cry 
of the watchmen upon the  towers. ‘ ‘A little more sleep, 
a little more slumber, a little more folding of the hands’’ 
—it is so unpleasant to have our olfactories disturbed by 
a disagreeable odor which is sure to arise if the walls of 
our beloved social s tructure  are molested. If the paint 
is washed off it will disclose the slime beneath it. It is 
just as it has been for hundreds or thousands of years, 
and that ought to be proof enough that  it never can be 
any better. Besides, if the disclosures that you make 
of the miasmic condition of the interior should lead to 
the razing of this ancient structure, what would become 
°f the poor bats ga thered  under its sheltering roof ?

Of course they are constantly  breathing in poison, 
disease and death where they are, but if you were to tell 
them that a new building was awaiting them, all they 
had to do was to move “ out of the old into the new,” 
they would be afraid to run the risk, for fear the new 
might have “ a screw loose” somewhere.

These blind bats are the female readers who are 
“ shocked” at the “ thoughts” which are eye-openers to 
the true condition of the structures which society has 
reared and which have become as festering sores, de­
manding a deep probing and thoiough cleansing. Truth
never shocks true modesty.

Morality, tha t  deserves the name, has nothing to fear 
when the light of day is turned on to it.

False education, the education that leads everybody 
to be untrue, deals largely in paint and whitewash.
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E v e r y b o d y ,  w i th  e y e s  an d  ea rs  to-day, know s that I  
w h a t  p a s se s  fo r  m a r r i a g e  covers  the  v i l e s t  prostitution 
— n o t  in all cases ,  h e a v e n  fo rb id — ; there are some true 
m a rr ia g e s ,  b e c a u s e  th e r e  a re  souls  th a t  God (pood) has I 
jo in ed  to g e th e r .  S u ch  n e e d  no law .  The law is (or 
th o s e  w h o m  m a n  h a s  jo in e d  to g e th e r ,  and all such join­
ing is p u re ly  e x te rn a l .

I t  seem s  o f t - t im e s  as th o u g h  love , the vital element 
w h ich  s h o u l d  infuse all r e la t io n  betw een  the sexes, is the 
one e le m e n t  t h a t  is left out.

W o m a n  suffers m o s t  th ro u g h  the  inharmonious rela­
t ions  of so ca lled  m arr iage ,  and  yet about nine out o( 
every ten  will ho ld  up  th e i r  h a n d s  in holy horror if any 
o th e r  w o m a n  dares  to  lift he r  voice or pen against the 
prevailing*customs, which are holding them in the vilest, 
m ost  ab jec t  s lavery th e  world has e^er known.

W h e n  will w om an  be jus t  to  woman? W hen will she 
see th a t  the  w om an who brings her wrongs to the light, 
has  proven herself her  friend, by taking the first step 
tow ards  the  redress of those  wrongs.

T h e  w ro n g s  t h a t  n e e d  r ig h t in g  m o s t  are those which a 
false e d u c a t io n  ( ig n o ran ce )  h a s  led us to imagine too
sa c re d  (?) for th e  p u b l ic  ear.  I am  glad that some 
b ra v e  sou ls  a re  co m in g  fo rw ard ,  a n d  the ir  number is in­
creas ing ,  w ho  d a re  t e a r  th e  m a sk s  off from make-beliefs 
and  sh am s .

And y e t ,  Allie, all such  m u s t  expec t  to write only for 
th e  few, th e  m asses  will n o t  u nde rs tand .  It will be as 
it h a s  been  in th e  pas t ,  w hen  t ru e  m en  and women have 
tr ied  so h a rd  to  e d u c a te  the  m asses  into seeing a differ­
ence  b e tw e e n  L o v e  and Lust .  Only the  few can yet 
recognize  any  difference.

But be  no t  d iscouraged  in well doing, m y  Sister.
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£very w„rker on any line of reform has  been ostracised  
J)(j S])it upon by those who could  no t  unders tand  the  
purity o f  a  motive so far above them , th a t  they  could 
not catch the echo of its glad song. T h e  dear Angels  
have no easy task to find and fit up workers suitable to 
carry out their plans for the uplifting of humanity .  T h e y  
will not forsake those true to the ir  inspirations, and are 
they not more than all the earth ly  friends? The dawn  
is breaking! Light gleams through the leaden clouds! 
Daylight will soon he ours!

Welcome the light tha t brings us Truth!
Painesvilie, Ohio.

Loves Magnetism.

B v  C. H . M i / r u a v .

W h ere s h a ll  1 sp e e d  to  fin d  th e e  hove, 
O ut in th e  g lo o m y  n ig h t?

T h e  c lo u d s  h a n g  d ark  arou n d , a b o v e ,— 
W h a t co u rse , m y  so u l is r ig h t ?

S it  q u ie t  oil th e  th ro n e  an d  w ait 
T h e su b tile  cu rre n ts  m a g ic  How,

'I <> g u id e  th e e  to  th y  h e a r t ’s e sta te  
W h ere th o u  w o u ld st  g la d ly  go .

T h e s ig h t  of eye or ligh t o f  sun 
It far e x c e ls  to sh o w  th e  way;

It draws thee  to the worshipped one 
And gives  thy heart its day.

No incandescent orh can glow
And me a su re  s p a c e ’s so le m n  deep ,

T o  ca u se  th e  c ra v in g  h eart to k n o w  
T h e  course  th a t  it sh o u ld  keep .

T w o  so u ls  apart th at  y e a r n in g  sigh,  
n o th  to  c o a le s c e  as one,

W ill  hear  each  o th e r ’s p sy ch ic  cry 
And love  wi l l  he the ir  sun.
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EDITOR'S PORTFOLIO.

T H E  O L D  A N D  T H E  N E W  A T O N E M E N T .

People seldom jum p into the l ight; on the cuntrm 
light usually daw ns gradually. People seldom take of? 
old garm ents  and pu t  on new ones at the same instant. 
T h e  process of casting off the old should and does y; 
first; then  there  should be a process of ablution 
T hen  is the  time to put on the  new.

W h en  Spiritualists first began to see the errors of the 
old. much of their time was spent in its denunciation 
Many of us were loth to  admit even the little good it 
contained.

As an illustration of this general condemnatory spirit.
I remember, not long since, to have heard a half fledged 
Spiritualist say he could not think of a place where he 
would not rather have his children go than to an orthodox 
Sunday school. I doubted at that time whether the 
man was really as destitute of common sense as that re­
mark indicated. I would much prefer to have my chil­
dren educated in an orthodox Sunday school, where they 
teach them many things it may be hoped they may have 
the grace to forget, rather than in drinking saloons and 
brothels, where they would learn to drink, smoke and 
use obscene and profane language. Let rny children be 
trained by an honest clergyman rather than by a Ben 
Sykes.

All this is prefatory to the thought that even ortho­
doxy rpay have a sub-stratum  of truth. It ha- 
told us about an angry God; and an endless hell, with 
all their etceteras; and that the only way to escape 
these dire calamities was by virtue of a vicarious atone­
ment. This atonement they have supposed was a kind 
of means of appeasing tin wrath of an offend, d d- it\
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, reconciling God— in so much that he would accept a 
of compromise with the sinner, who was utterly 

btakrapt, as all are, and unable to pay for his trans­
fixions. Thus they sang:—

“ Mv God is reconciled. '

And again:—
‘‘Jesus paid it all,
The debt of love I ow e.”

G an illustration, the malefactor on the cross was 
supposed to have accepted that atonement; and, though 
he had probably never done a good thing in his life, he 
was ushered with seraphic hymning into an upper ten 
heaven, where he was to spend an eternity of unalloyed 
bliss. His joy was to be as great, and to continue as 
as long as that of his Saviour: the difference being that 
Jesus went into heaven as an honest recipient of its 
benedictions, on his own merits, while the hell-deserv­
ing thief got in there by virtue of a complimentary 
ticket—a ticket purchased with Jesus blood 1 hat 
blood had in some way reconciled God to the idea of 
admitting this rascal to the joys of heaven.

In former years 1 used to bring up the case of C on- 
tfantine the Kreat. who. with h.s sword compelled the 
world to accept Christianity. The crime, of th.s man 
are probably as numerous as tlv>*e »f •«’> tyrant a
e v e r t e d .
nent murders committe
Christianity: . father

In \  1) Alt) Maxinitan, his >v,,c .In A U,  husband
. .  J t 4 .

’ hi. wit. (drowned intl p o , bausta, n

watef). A i>agan priest.
In A. l> 3*1* hopatar,
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I n  A. D . 325, S ic in iu s ,  h is  s i s t e r ’s husband .
“  C r i s p u s ,  h is  so n .

A c c o r d i n g  to  L a r d n e r ,  G i b b o n ,  T a y l o r  and others 
C o n s t a n t i n e  a p p l i e d  to  h is  f r i e n d  S o p a t a r  for absolution 
fo r  h is  s in s ;  b u t  t h e  a n s w e r  o f  th is  h o n e s t  old pagan 
a s s u r e d  h i m  t h a t  it  w a s  n o t  t h e  office of religion to save 
m e n  f r o m  t h e  e ffe c ts  o f  s in ,  b u t  to  s a v e  th e m  from the 
c o m m is s io n  o f  s in .  T h i s  a n s w e r  d id  n o t  suit the em­
p e r o r  as  w e l l  as  t h e  a n s w e r s  of  t h e  C hris t ian  bishops 
d id  ; t h e y  i n f o r m e d  h im  t h a t  “ T h e  b lo o d  of Jesus Christ 
h is  s o n  c l e a n s e t h  f r o m  a l l  s in. ” T h e  result  was, the 
e m p e r o r  k i l le d  S o p a t a r  a n d  a c c e p t e d  th e  a toning blood 
of J e s u s .

T h e s e  h o r r i d  id e a s  o n c e  a l m o s t  un iv e rsa l ly  attached 
th e m s e l v e s  to  t h e  a t o n e m e n t  idea ,  a n d  caused many 
g o o d  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  to  r e j e c t  it in to to .  However, 
w h e n  w e  g e t  p a r t ia l ly '  t h r o u g h  w i th  t h e  w o rk  of tearing 
d o w n ,  w h e n  i c o n o c la s m  h a s  t o r n  e v e ry th in g  to pieces, 
t h e n  w e  b e g in  to  t h i n k  of  b u i ld in g .  A n d  w hen  we look 
fo r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  o u t  of  w h ic h  to  bu i ld ,  m a n y  of these old 
w o r d s  c o m e  f o r w a r d  w i th  n e w  m e a n in g s ,  an d  demand a 
p l a c e  in t h e  S p i r i t u a l  t e m p l e  n o w  b e in g  reared .

T h e  a t o n e m e n t  id e a  c a n n o t  be  o m i t t e d .  W h e n  we 
s t r i p  it o f  t h e  h id e o u s  g a r m e n t s  p u t  on by orthodoxy, we 
f ind  it c o n t a i n s  b e a u t i f u l  t r u t h s  w h ic h  we c a n n o t  afford 
to  ig n o re .

T h e  w o rd  a t o n e m e n t  o c c u r s  b u t  o n c e  in the  New Tes­
t a m e n t .  T h a t  is in R o m .  v: 1 1, a n d  th e re  it means a 
r e c o n c i l i a t io n ,  n o t  on  t h e  p a r t  of G o d ,  b u t  on our part. 
I t  m e a n s  e x a l t a t i o n ,  a n  e l e v a t io n  to  a un ity  with the 
d iv ine .  N o t  o n c e  d o e s  t h e  B ib le  h in t  t h a t  G o d  ever 
n e e d e d  any’ r e c o n c i l in g ;  m a n  is t h e  o n e  to  be r e c <  uieiied.  
N o r  d o e s  t h e  B ib le  t e a c h  t h a t  w e  a re  s a v e d  l\\ die 
d e a t h  of  C h r i s t ,  a s  o r t h o d o x y  h a s  p r e a c h e d ;
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he |ifc of C h r i s t ,  a n d  n o t  b y  t h e  l i fe  of C h r i s t  a s  
lived by the  r e f o r m e r  o f  J u d e a  e i t h e r ;  b u t  b y  t h e  l i fe  
f (/hrist as p r a c t i c e d  b y  o u r s e l v e s .  O u r  o w n  s o u l s  

m u st be the  B e t h l e h e m s  w h e r e  o u r  S a v i o r ’s m u s t  b e  
born.

Paul says: “ F o r ,  if w h e n  w e  w e r e  e n e m i e s ,  w e  w e r e  
reconciled to  G o d  b y  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  S o n ,  m u c h  m o r e ,  
being re c o n c i le d  w e  s h a l l  b e  s a v e d  b y  h i s  l i f e . ” I n  2 
Cor. v: 18, P a u l  a g a i n  s a y s :  ‘ ‘A n d  a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  o f  G o d ,  
who h a th  r e c o n c i l e d  u s  t o  h i m s e l f  b y  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  a n d  
hath given us t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . ”

Thus it is s e e n  t h a t  m a n  b e c o m e s  e x a l t e d  o r  r e c o n ­
ciled by a n e w  life. T h e  p r e c e e d i n g  v e r s e  say’s: “ H e
is a new  c r e a t u r e ;  o ld  t h i n g s  h a v e  p a s s e d  a w a y ,  a n d  b e ­
hold all t h i n g s  h a v e  b e c o m e  n e w . ” I n  t h i s  s e n s e  o f  t h e  
word— in t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  a t o n e m e n t  m e a n s  t h e  t a k ­
ing of b a d  m e n  a n d  m a k i n g  g o o d  o n e s  o f  t h e m — t h a t  i t  
m eans b r i n g i n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  m o r e  n e a r  e v e r y  dayr t o  
a u n i ty  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  is p u r e ,  h o l y ,  d iv in e ,  I b e l i e v e  a s  
th o ro u g h ly  in t h e  a t o n e m e n t  a s  I d o  in  m y  e x i s t e n c e ;  
and 1 lo v e  to  a s s i s t  in c a r r y i n g  o u t  i t s  w o r k  of  r e c o n c i l ­
ing m e n  to  a l l  t h a t  is d iv in e .

BADLY AFFLICTED.

T h e  w o r s t  c a s e  o f  s p i r i t - o - p h o b i a  I h a v e  k n o w n  fo r  
m a n y  y e a r s  h a s  a t t a c k e d  a  w r i t e r  fo r  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  
Tozvn T o p ics . I n  o r d e r  t o  le t  t h e  r e a d e r s  s e e  t h e  c a s e  in 
all i ts  m a l i g n i t y  I p u b l i s h  t h e  e x c e r p t  e n t i r e :

Tli;it I w a s  r ig h t  w as  s h o w n  la s t  S u n d a y ,  w h e n  t h e  b o o k  r e v i e w e r  o f  
t h e  H e r a ld  a p p r o p r i a t e d  t h e  p r e c i s e  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  M r.  D a n a  r e g a r d ­
i n g  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  im p o r t a n c e  o f  s p i r i t u a l i s t i c  p h e n o m e n a ,  a n d  c o m ­
m e n d e d  a r e a d i n g  o f  Mr, S a v a g e ’s h o o k  to  t h e  p u b l i c  at  l a r g e .  T h e  
H e r a ld  c r i t i c  m a k e s  th a t  fa m i l ia r  and m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  fo r m e r  d i s b e l i e f  in s p ir i t u a l i s m  w a s  a r e s u l t  o f  i g n o r a n c e  and 
b ig o t r y ,  w h i l e  n o w  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m i n d s  o f  t h e  d a y  are  b e i n g  won 
to a resp ec tfu l  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b je c t .  T h e  s p i r i t u a l i s t s  of
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ev ery  age  h a v e  b een  ab le  to  sh o w  th a t certa in  o f  the leading literar - 
m e n  an d  sc ie n t is ts  w ere sharers o f  th e ir  b elief, but I think that not 
u n til  th e  p resen t ep o ch  h a v e  th e  d elu d ed  w retches gained the support 
o f  th e  ed ito rs  an d  cr itic s  o f  th e  n ew sp ap er  press. I regard this, more­
over, as th e  m o st in t im id a tin g  c ircu m stan ce to  be found in the disease 
o f  sp ir itu a lism  th a t ju s t  at th is  m o m en t threatens the earth. That 
m en  lik e  M r. S a v a g e  sh ou ld  w rite  b o o k s recounting experiences of 
l iv in g  m en  w ith  th e  sp ir its  o f  th e  o th er  w orld is bad enough, heaven 
k n ow s, b u t su ch  w riters w ould  on ly  reach a lim ited  number of people 
i f  th ey  w ere n o t  ad vertised  b y  th e  new spapers. T he masses read the 
new sp apers, and w hen th e  N ew  Y ork  H e ra ld  and the New York Sun 
l is te n  reveren tly  to  and recom m end a careful study o f the writings of 
Mr. S a v a g e  and k in dred  authors on  sp iritualism , it is time that some 
one sh ou ld  rise and warn th e  pu blic  against th e awful philosophy that 
is  th u s spread  broadcast. T h is  I do k n ow . There is just one subject 
to  w h ich  th e  m an o f broad m in d  and liberal im pulses must shut his 
ey es  and ears, and th a t subject is sp iritualism . Spiritualism is insan­
ity . T h ose  p eop le  w h o  have seen and conversed with spirits were 
either drunk or deluded . T h e m an w h o pretends he has seen and 
conversed w ith  sp irits is  a liar, a fool or a lunatic. And yet at this 
m om ent th e  N ew  Y ork  Sun  and th e  N ew  Y ork H era ld  are on record 
as b e liev in g  th at th e  m ost in tellectu a l people m ust now cast aside 
th eir  prejudices and em brace th is B loom ingdale madness. Mr. 
Charles A. D ana has personally announced h im se lf as a victim of the 
m ania, and Mr. Jam es Gordon B ennett is pledged by his book re­
viewer to  becom e a student o f  it.

The great wonder is how this mummied relic of 
fifteenth century darkness and dogmatism has withstood 
the light of the nineteenth century and survived until 
the present; but here he is as large as life and as true 
to the darkness of the past as a frog is to his native 
slime; issuing his bull against Spiritualism with all the 
venemence of a pope Jeremy’s bull against the doctrine 
of the rotundity of the earth, or Claxtus’s bull against 
the comet.

L et’s see what kind of people these Spiritualists, in­
cluding Prof. Alfred Russell Wallace, and Rev. J. Minot 
Savage, are. They are “ deluded wretches,” afflicted 
with the “ awful disease of Spiritualism,” believers in 
the “ awful philosophy,” “ either drunk or deluded.”



NEW  THOUGHT.

.•The man who pretends he has conversed  w ith  sp irits  
lS a liar, a fool or a luna tic .” S p iritua lism  is a ‘ ‘B loom - 
ingdale madness;” and C harles A. D an a  is “ a victim  of 
the mania.”

Surely Spiritualists will know  in th e  fu tu re  w hat es ti­
mate to place on them selves, since the  w riter has o r­
dained himself and sent him self out to  ‘ ‘w arn the public 
against this awful philosophy th a t is thus spread b road­
cast.”

Now this apostle of anti-Spiritualism  proposes to en­
lighten the world by asking “ a m an of broad and liberal 
impulses to shut his eyes and ears to the subject of 
Spiritualism.”

I wonder if this ostrich of a writer, who hides his 
head in the sand, and asks others to do the same, in 
order that hunters may not find them, does not know 
that he is addressing the wrong parties? “ Men of 
broad intellects,” are not the kind who “ shut their eyes 
and ears” against light and sound.

Perm it  m e  to  say  to  th i s  d i s p e n s e r  of d a rk n e ss ,  a n d  
recom m ender  of b l in d n e s s  a n d  d ea fn ess ,  t h a t  th is  is th e  
closing d e c a d e  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu ry ;  it  is too  la te  
to tell f if teen  m i l l io n s  of S p ir i tu a l i s t s ,  and  as m a n y  
more in v e s t ig a to r s ,  t h a t  t h e y  a re  all e i th e r  d runk ,  liars 
or lunatics .  T h e  b e s t  a n d  m o s t  e rud i te  m en  an d  w o m en  
in every d e p a r t m e n t  of life to -d a y  are  Spir i tua lis ts .  
T h e  n e w sp a p e rs ,  n o tw i th s t a n d in g  th e  w arn ing  in the  
above e x c e rp t , a re  co m p e l le d  to  follow public  opinion; 
especially w h en  t h a t  op in ion  is based  on w h a t  has been 
w itn essed  by ha lf  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  of earth ,  and  accep t  
S pir itua l ism ; a n d  th is  writer will m ake abou t  as m uch 
in his t i rad e  as F e s tu s  did when he said: “ Paul thou  
a r t  be  side thy self, m u ch  learning do th  make th e e ” mad.
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even .- a g e  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  s h o w  th a t  c e r ta in  o f  th e  leading Ir..: -  
m e n  a n d  s c ie n t i s t s  w ere  sh a rers  o f  th e ir  b e lie f , but I th ink that r. • 
u n t i l  th e  p r e s e n t  e p o c h  h a v e  th e  d e lu d e d  w re tch es  gained the support 
o f  th e  e d ito r s  a n d  c r it ic s  o f  th e  n e w sp a p e r  p ress. I regard tins, more­
o v e r , as th e  m o s t  in t im id a t in g  c ir c u m sta n c e  to  be found in thedise.oe 
o f  s p ir itu a lis m  th a t  j u s t  a t th is  m o m e n t  th rea ten s  th e earth. That 
m e n  l ik e  M r. S a v a g e  sh o u ld  w r ite  b o o k s  reco u n tin g  experiences >f 
l iv in g  m e n  w ith  th e  sp ir its  o f  th e  o th e r  w orld  bad enough, heaven 
k n o w s , b u t  su c h  w riters  w o u ld  o n ly  reach  a lim ited  num ber of people 
i f  th e y  w ere  n o t  a d v e r t is e d  b y  th e  n ew sp a p ers . T h e  m asses read the 
n e w sp a p e r s , an d  w h en  th e  N e w  Y o rk  H erald  and  th e  New York 5ir 
l i s t e n  r e v e r e n t ly  to  and  r e c o m m e n d  a ca re fu l stu d y  o f  the writings of 
M r. S a v a g e  an d  k in d red  a u th o r s  on  sp ir itu a lism , it  is tim e that some 
o n e  sh o u ld  r ise  and  w arn th e  p u b lic  a g a in st th e  aw ful philosophy that 
is  th u s  sp rea d  b ro a d ca st. T h is  I do  k n o w . T h ere is ju st one subject 
to  w h ic h  th e  m a n  o f  broad  m in d  and  lib e ra l im p u lses  must shut his 
e y e s  and  ears, a c  1 th a t  su b jec t is sp ir itu a lism . Spiritualism  is insan­
it y .  T h o se  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  seen  an d  con versed  w ith  spirits were 
e ith e r  d ru n k  or  d e lu d ed . T h e  m an  w h o  p reten d s he has seen and 
co n v ersed  w ith  sp ir its  is  a liar, a  fo o l or a lu n a tic . And yet at this 
m o m en t th e  N e w  Y o rk  Sun and th e  N ew  Y o rk  Herald  are on record 
as b e lie v in g  th a t th e  m o st in te lle c tu a l p eo p le  m u st now cast aside 
th e ir  p reju d ices  and em b ra ce  th is  B lo o m in g d a le  m adness. Mr. 
C h arles A . D an a  h as p erso n a lly  a n n o u n ce d  h im s e lf  as a v ictim  of the 
m an ia , and Mr. Jam es G ordon  B en n ett is p led g ed  by his book re­
v iew er  to  b eco m e a s tu d en t o f  it .

The great wonder is how this mummied relic of 
fifteenth century darkness and dogmatism has withstood 
the light of the nineteenth century and survived until 
the present; but here he is as large as life and as true 
to the darkness of the past as a frog is to his native 
slime; issuing his bull against Spiritualism with all the 
venemence of a pope Jeremy s bull against the doctrine 
of the rotundity of the earth, or Claxtus’s bull against 
the comet.

Let's see what kind of people ther,e Spiritualists, in­
cluding Prof. Alfred Russell Wallace, and Rev. |. Minot 
Savage, are. They are “ deluded wretches.” afflicted 
with the “ awful disease of Spiritualism,’ b e l i e v e r s  in 

the “ awful philosophy, “ either drunk or deluded. ’
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I  r , e inan who p r e t e n d s  h e  h a s  c o n v e r s e d  w i t h  s p i r i t s  
I ' -ir a fool or a l u n a t i c . ” S p i r i t u a l i s m  is  a  “ B l o o m -  
I T(jaje madness;” a n d  C h a r l e s  A. D a n a  is  “ a  v i c t i m  o f  

he mania. "

purely Spiritualis ts  w il l  k n o w  in  t h e  f u t u r e  w h a t  e s t i ­
vate to place on t h e m s e l v e s ,  s i n c e  t h e  w r i t e r  h a s  o r -  
:a;ned himself an d  s e n t  h i m s e l f  o u t  t o  “ w a r n  t h e  p u b l i c  
jjainst this awful p h i lo s o p h y 7 t h a t  is t h u s  s p r e a d  b r o a d ­
cast.’'

Now this ap o s t le  of a n t i - S p i r i t u a l i s m  p r o p o s e s  t o  e n -  
,;chten the w orld  b y  a s k i n g  “ a  m a n  o f  b r o a d  a n d  l i b e r a l  
impulses to sh u t  h is  e y e s  a n d  e a r s  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
Spiritualism.”

I wonder if th i s  o s t r i c h  o f  a  w r i t e r ,  w h o  h i d e s  h is  
head in the sand ,  a n d  a s k s  o t h e r s  t o  d o  t h e  s a m e ,  in  
order th a t  h u n t e r s  m a y  n o t  f ind  t h e m ,  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  
that he is a d d r e s s in g  t h e  w r o n g  p a r t i e s ?  “ M e n  of  
broad in te llec ts ,  a r e  n o t  t h e  k in d  w h o  “ s h u t  t h e i r  e y e s  
and ears" a g a in s t  l ig h t  a n d  s o u n d .

Permit m e to  s a y  to  th i s  d i s p e n s e r  of  d a r k n e s s ,  a n d  
reco inm ender  of b l i n d n e s s  a n d  d e a f n e s s ,  t h a t  t h i s  is t h e  
closing d e c a d e  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ;  it is t o o  l a t e  
to tell fifteen m i l l io n s  of S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  a n d  a s  m a n y  
more in v e s t ig a to r s ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  all e i t h e r  d r u n k ,  l i a r s  
or lunatics.  T h e  b e s t  a n d  m o s t  e r u d i t e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  
in every d ep a rtm en t of life t o - d a v  a r e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s .  
T h e  n e w s p a p e r s ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  w a r n i n g  in t h e  
above / x c e rp t*  are c o m p e lle d  to  fo l low  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ;  
especially w h e n  t h a t  o p in io n  is b a s e d  on  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  
w itnessed  by h a l f  th e  in h a b ita n ts  of e a r t h ,  a n d  a c c e p t  
S p i r i tu a l i sm ;  and th i s  w r i t e r  will m a k e  a b o u t  a s  m u c h  
in his tiia<i I l t » t  d id  w h e n  h e  s a id :  “ P a u l  t h o u
art he side th y  self, m u c h  l e a r n in g  d o t h  m a k e  t h e e "  m a d .
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C H U R C H E S  A N D  G U N S.

One of the Ten Commandments says: “Thou shalt
not kill;” and Jesus said: “ Resist not evil.” Yet there 
never before in this world, could be found such imple­
ments of destruction as the Christian nations are mak­
ing to-day.

Churches and Guns seem to be the order of the day; 
and there is as much evidence of piety in the one as in 
the other. Churches have the advantage, being un­
taxed. Every tax-payer in the United States pays pro­
portionately more tax for all the churches in America.

These thoughts have been suggested by the following 
excerpt from one of the speeches of ex-Congressman 
Tom Watson. It is as follows:

W e are n ow  co n stru ctin g  on e o f  th e  m ost expensive churches 
th a t th e  w orld  has ever kn ow n  sin ce  the pagan religion  was super- 
ced ed  by th e  “ m eek  and lo w ly  J e s u s .” T h ey  are building one in 
N ew  Y ork w hich  is  to  co st 5 10,000,000. Suppose Christ should come 
again  and sh ould  w ear w hat he w ore before— a lin en  gow n, a pair of 
w ooden sandals on h is  feet, no socks, and no h a t—do you suppose 
th e m in ister in  th a t ten -m illion -d o llar  church  w ould be glad to see 
Jesus com e in.

H e w ould  be ju st  as glad  as th e  m on ey  changers were in the temple. 
T he finer our churches are th e  b igger Mr. K rupp m akes his cannon. 
H e now’ constructs them  so large th at it  requires several tons of 
pow’der to load them . T he ball is alm ost as heavy  as a park o f artil­
lery  used to be. W herever it  h its  there is trouble. W e are a strange 
people. W e con stan tly  build m ore chnrches and school-houses, and 
we con stantly  want m ore guns. T he m ore we em brace the doctrine 
that we m ust love our neighbor as ourselves, the more thoroughly we 
prepare to bore a h o le  through him  w ith a W inchester. The more 
we theorize on returning good for evil, the more we practice trying to 
get the drop on the other fellow .

T h is  b ig  g u n , it is sa id , is to  th ro w  a ball w eigh ing  
s e v e r a l to n s , tw e lv e  m iles . B e s id e s , th e  b a lls  can 5e 
so  filled  w ith  d y n a m ite  th a t at th e  en d  o f a tw e lv e -m ile  
jo u rn ey , it w ill b u rst and  kill e v er y th in g  within a
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r of a mile of it. Does this fulfill the prediction.
jiiarter
:andmen shall learn war no more.
What a farce our n in eteen th  century civilization and 

Christianity is proving itse lf to  be.

Editorial Brevities.
Moses H arman, of Topeka, Kas., is out of prison. 

Under the odious Anthony Comstock law he was put in 
prison for publishing obscene literature and sending it 
through the mails. The man never wrote or printed an 
obscene word in his life. He is as honest and pure- 
minded a man as lives. The trouble with him is, he is 
a reformer, determined at any cost, to leave the world 
better thah he fonnd it. His paper was and is a reform 
paper, demanding the elevation of humanity through 
the redemption of woman from sex slavery. This was 
too much for that pious scoundrel, Anthony Comstock, 
<uid as honest an old gentlemen as lives was hounded by 
ĥe courts several years and finally landed in the state 

prison, where he remained one year. He has now been 
released, and comes out with a thousand times the 
honor his persecutors ever had.

X. 2JL

I t  is not without regret that I abandon the idea of 
holding meetings in Chicago during May and June. T h e  
fact is, I have been utterly unable without paying sev­
eral prices, to secure a suitable hall for the meetings. 
Even though the halls were full they would hardly hold 
enough to pay the expenses. Rather than  take such 
risks I have accepted other engagements. On May 7, 
and 14, f speak in St. Louis, on the 19 to 21st in Jack-  
son Mich. On the 28th, I will epeak either in Chicago, 
or somewhere enroute to California where from June
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3rd until July 2nd, I speak at the camp in Sum- 
merland, California. By the way here is a golden 
opportunity for Spiritualists, who wish to attend a camp­
meeting this year to attend one, and at the same time 
visit ‘‘the golden s ta te” when it is at its best. Why not 
make an effort to see Summerland now? It is said there 
will be many number one mediums at that camp. Be­
side that, Summerland just now offers some apparently 
grand opportunities for investments where the money 
will do good, and at the same time pay the investors.

T h e  fever of settling speakers is rapidly rising among 
Spiritualists just now; and I am glad. Individually I 
feel that my doom is to be a wandering pilgrim during 
the remainder of my earthly sojourn, but I have had 
several very urgent requests during the last two years 
to settle down to “ stead}' habits,” and become a pastor 
It is doubtful whether there is a church in Christendom 
that could retain its hold of the people six months, if 
they changed their speakers with every new moon. 
Speakers and societies, in fact everybody except railroads 
will be benefitted when Spiritualists settle our worthy 
speakers.

*  *  *

It  would be unjust not to say a word about Mrs. 
Mollie B. Anderson, the widow of the late lamented Jim 
G. Anderson, She has spent eleven months in the 
family of the proprietors of this journal, taking full over­
sight of the house and the business of the office. She 
proved herself in every way efficient, able and honora­
ble. She leaves us with the love and the confidence, 
not only of all the household, but of all with whom she 
came in contact while in Chicago.


