1 . ‘ _ s- | dium,—to neglect an : pharyilear flitw o | Investigate this subject aswe may, philosophy unit
the marvellous phenomens of modern times, called Spir. | TS or “odylic force,” or «some unknown agent,” | time set apart for moral culture; such ex- | While thus reverently bowing and worshipping at the | with the soul’s aspirations, and teaches the use, nay
D4 b 'mt eV Sl ww“mmﬂlwﬁtmmmm m.mm beaputec tg.s,mml, -ﬁ!tw-gi,md%ﬁneat'm,:itm entertain a false mﬁem‘#ﬁﬂb@'ﬁm Tt is one of the
Q@ﬁ by the Bible. ‘ . ‘a quadruped can solve a problem of fluxions. ism, but to their sudden em from utter dark- | conception, an impure affection, or an unjust sentiment. | needs of the soul, and of the needs it is one of the high-

In that act of worship the soul is true to its highest na- | est; and unless it be properly supplied, the soul cannot

 Itis themark of u smsfand perverted ability, of SPIRITUALISM ACCORDS WITH CHEISTIANITY. “":"’:{““m“‘“‘ iy - T e s :
strong prejudice and nncandid and hasty decision, to|  Spiritualism strips Christianity only of the mythology | ™ % lsom fr ot g t.-— 5 I o _; &:‘7:“’_3?1!'1?: to all that "Gl.lld call | pursue its true destiny. g ’
shrink from the investigation of any subject which ap-| which has been entangled with it, and has prevented its g mhght Sawslen ﬂ:: ey. - — Bzht,h L'gwm S‘:;:z i e destiny, “Get thee behind me, - The truly enlightened - philosopher becomes an om-
pears new, strange, or unaccountable. To reject any | growth, as vile weeds choke the precious plants. The g ”; n};on = FPRIER 'yven] v{a ey = The i . . | nist. Insteadof rejeet.in;g all forms of worship, he adopts
theol-y or gygtem’ as false' umngb]e. or wieked, un- ‘world has assumed more for Christ than he assumed for gee mo;e_c earl’; # _;pdeed hi erl ool:yth ¥ up _'e jots i Pbemmph?r Objm,to thls'mi of rehg- all. He does not ﬁ.ﬂd it neeessary to g0 to Jerusalem
til we calmly investigate it, shows egregious folly or | himself. Tt has invested him with a mythological char- moral 9‘5;“ ‘;e::“h_ :hw' o :;P"“':“’: s "f’h l;il p t.lf P’“dﬂ to ‘l': ideal bfmg who does | or Mecéa to worship ; -yet being there, he can worship,
determined prejudice. Nothing should be believed until | acter, superhuman, miraculous. * * # The- pop- of G‘Dd: Ll “’“h. i o HOmGIoY. :18 . emi!:! e ph osopher is mistaken. f[:he wl?e‘ﬁ,e, at Jerusalem or Mecea, Perceiving the true
it be proved, or appeésr consistent to our minds. Noth- | ular theology teaches us to rely on the person, Jesus | aberrations, co.n:;;lenn‘g ‘t;ul]:tbot:leas - 13 '“ef yeb ;:mbel? 15905 pais:ta d‘“ ideal being, but to that which | spirit of won.ship to be the actualizing in one’s self its
ing should be condemned or rejected as spurious, unless | of Nazareth, the Incarnate God, instead of relying bu!i tyros and i ni:a in the ﬁ,, h‘o: mge of in- prams ing is suppose to embody, to wit: character, | mamest and its BEST, he can enter into sympathy with
it prove itself to be so. : on the truths he wuttered. They forget that Christ | finitude 5 that eternity l'e? befogs, wtl::n : uafold e P";:?’ hohn.ess, ete. f.l‘he poor P agan, wor- | all who are making the noble effort to attain to that di-
Fven in our social intercourse with our fellow-men, | himself has said, «Tt isnot I that judgeth you, but to our minds newer and higher iths we can yet p[:;lmg X o:: tl_:e image of his own carving, is not | vine condition. In t_hat earnest going forth of the soul,
distrust and confidence are the two levers ‘which move | the words that T speak,” that is, the truths that I utter, comprehend. - :f:l'ﬂ ;Jl;l‘;mg e Image, bn]it} that wh'lc!l it is sup-posed he can bow dow_n .w1t.h the Hindoo, the Mahommedan,
society. No-man should be treated as a scoundrel, un- | © that shall judge you at the last day.” We shall all m e y . h::: - y or relf:est;ni;.f ve;yhf-ehgxous v.rorshxpper,. the J ew, the lenshan, no mattef wh.at form. stands be-
less he prove himself to be such. And whenever we be fudged by absolute truth and universal law, and this PHILOS Aﬂﬂm i, . vter n;.a{x‘ = le brm oth is confceptuon,. or the | fore hlm.'. Be 1't .wl_:;at it may, in his wm:shap., he seeks
gee any one looking with distrust upon all men, We un-| we cannot evade. Before this judgment seat we are T‘me'm elaborate and excellen tirti¢ ther thﬁs L.md, nz aracter of his theology, in the aet of worship b?ws the Invisible Divinity. He aspires to his Highest and
fiats : ied daily, and receive our sentence and our punish- | Zany’s Monthly for November,ve ike the following ex- | before this divinity of character. So that the objec- | Best, and sodo each of his fellow-worshippers. In that
hesitatingly pronounce him small and weak. Se, who- tri Y, : : 4 i tion, o ihis philosophiex. luss wo. foundation; é¥ont.in b . 2
ever rejects a system of religion or of philosophy, with- | ment. God’s court is always in session, and his laws e AL R R conc@ﬁoiu)f gy et 5 s ‘i: oo P The A <z ) h'cepedm' is | earnest a.spu-atfon nn.d prayer he uaoends_ to a higher
out first investigating it,—whoever fears the discovery | are as irrevocable in their execution as in their legisla- R o el Ak and do o £ p _t. 1 e form (;J e worshipped idol | plane, unites with a -hrgher sphere of angelic influences;
. tistical as to think that he | tion and decision. If we transgress physically, intel- ?.n 4 Vit P " oy 3. aave ROEpIRS existence, : ut the charaeter or at- | and so do each of his fellow-worshippers.
of a new truth, or is so egtll1 iy ¢ 4l Gt |- Metaslly b meralty: thid 18We- of: oar Wll-Delug Or:othe its capabilities, mdeper}dent e:f the fo,w lc. rep.resents tribute of truth, purity, and holiness have; and that is| No philosophy will meet the demands of the soul
yet understands the one-thousan ; PRy ) harmoniyc oo of TN el Wl ti:e conse. | that conception ; when it turns to thaneeption, it turns | what is to be and is worshipped. Those are the divine | which does not include all necessary provisions for the
—betrays weakness and folly mldee 5 % o i o PSS S BB ’m 856" gy ol Jovels to its kighest and dest ; and under thers.o(‘ communica- | attributes; and the form of the material or mental im- | exercise and development of man’s religious naturs.
Let 1';1[ rem«‘amber tlfa.t‘ a'bso ute t:ru lm.as_no :;l :: ?t W fids "ty aai g’o ol i A ST B tion to which wehave frequelftly'ha.d umontorefer,thflt age is but to poise and steady the mind, while it con- Spiritualism has hitherto failed to meet that demand;
one whit frou_a its enen?ta'n R8T e;::l;:% 011'1 d{ u:Jhure nii . st-r it andy atla)ler ‘to P L i o turning to its /nykest c'ameptmz is itst effort to attain templates and reverences the attributes, not because it has not a true religious basis, but be.
3‘3}"93 ‘_33 their de““”‘l’“m?;“"l md (:) :hm 2 £ havig amousianed ke, Mbiosesiont wlll SillDN. - 280 to its Aighest Ctmd_ﬂm- y o 4 : The truth of these positions is manifest in the reli- | cause, in its first manifestation, it has been addressed
S some“.rhere: & 2 '1‘:0 e t.'y' 'r;w:?f remeltigi‘al agent or’savinﬂ' grace, or Christ’s blood, will For the sakg of illastration andprgsmon, we will | gious worship of the various theological sects. No|to the external mind; because that class of mind need
‘ c}ouds of et e ﬂfe P, -never ¥ mgu; ﬁ e Eﬂ ;ne ok t;; ‘et egit:im ate effacts of cz;.uses. again refer to these laws of Gommv‘l.tlﬂl{- ) matter how wide may be the difference of their theo- | ed most the evidence it had to give. But the time has
hght, but only sereen it f_‘mm. shining on nsi} wel yaraiive me e s g ST Al YO Rt The first fundamental law of conmication is, there logical dogmas in respect to the mode of divine action | come when we must, if we hope to continue, attend to
s b e ex";mgumh thf: o i ma,lasht.o had taught would an; 3!10 from all miseries and must be like to answer zf";'l-z-'.:-ke se only can com- | and the purposes of the Divine Being, when they come | the religious needs of the soul, and ascertain what Spir-
destroy an absol.ute truth or abrogaife a universa 1-1. ?l %ucgh'efs purge any mune consciously who possess a Jcommon conscioqa- 6 seck union and commanion through the act of sl | Tkliom ok 5 Al Uhana,
Whatever there is of absolute.t.ruth in any SyB.tE!’.-ﬂ, will | all mischiels. - ness, and to a certain extent, cointo a like common | ual worship, these theological and speculative differences
live, in spite of afl the opposnf:wn and denunciations of INCONSISTENCY OF THE CHURCH. condition. Hence, all revelatioo the consciousness | disappear. Theologically, there are no two of the dif- A FAITH-INCIDENT.
men ; and whatsoeyer is pl'eflwf’:‘ﬂe'd on. A falseh?od, b I love to see men candid, rational and thoughtful. | must be by like states or conditioc Therefore, he who | ferent sects in the Christian world who can agree as to | The following extract is from a speech by Frank Crosby, Esq.,
error, or a sham, though it may gain converts, will 5000 | o oy ok has been singing about the happy elysian | seeks communication or communmust first come into | the divine purposes and methods of action; but relig. | Teported in the British Standard, on the occasion of an ova-
wane. Every theory 3_1“1 eV_el'Y.Phen‘_’me“‘m should ve- | . . it ese thousands of years; but now, when its exis- | the proper state, Owing to tindispensable condi- | jously or affectionally, no two of them can or do :.;:_n :;:d :;t:ﬁh:mfo;th: “mpm"f ’;’“}"P“b{w improvement
ceive attention from investigating minds, and stand or tence is scientifically proved, its members turn and say, | tion for communieation and connion, it becomes one | differ, while one sect believes that God has ¢ foreor- Stb-oP Bt i.noaupe:'na(;',:::l dmm a:; ::, ‘::;::mg -y
fall, according to its merits. That is,:'e should all seek | o reality, “It is all hallucination, all a Utopia. I|of the needs consciously presenithe soul where com- .- P
new traths and garner them into our hearts.

] ; ) the sc dained whatever comes to pass,” and another believes| « What I am about to say now is what I have not
never did believe it; I sung it and read it, regarding it | munication is sought. By comion is to be under- | that he has foreordained nothing; while one sect be- | told my dearest friend, not even the fair partuer of my
Atheism, Mormonism, and every ism, should be inves- | 44 poetry, nothing more.” Then the church has been | stood the union or inblending jhe affections. We

lieve that all mankind are to be saved, and another be- | life; but when she reads the report of what I am about
tigated with candor, and not be declared false until we | plaspheming these thousands of years, and upholding to | seek communion when we feel sire for the affection | lieve that by far the greatest part are to be lost; and | to say, she will remember, that on the occasion when I
hear the arguments adduced to prove them. If theyall | the superstitious homage of the crowd a heaven and a | and love of another, and try tol it forth by the ex- | thus are engaged in discussing theological differences, | returned from the walk I am about to relate, I asked
rest on fabricated assumptions and mysterious claims, 8s | fyture existence in which it did not itself believe, * * | pression or manifestation of oun. until their disagreement amounts to bitterness of feel- | her where those words were to be found in the Bible,
does Mormonism, let them go to-the four winds, as chaff, | + % The nominal churches are in fact becoming the |  All have felt the truth of thosition. Whenever | ing; letthem drop these theological and speculativediffer- | « The rich and the poor meet together, and ghe Lord
fit only for the fire. infidel portion of the world. I hopeand pray that none | one soul” secks communion witbther, there is an in- | ences, and attempt to consider the character and attri- | is the maker of them all.” She is a helpmeet in these
WHO ARE UNIVERSALISTS, AND WHO SPIRITUALISTS. may be found in the Universalist societies who will hec- | stinctive perception of the neces of first coming into | butes of the Being of their worship, and they do not things as well asin every other. (Applause.) On the 10th
I consider all whe believe in immortality, and in the | tor and bully out of their ranks those sincere and up- | a corresponding state or conp With such other. | and cannot disagl:ee. They can each and all bow to- | of September, 1855, I left Quebec early in the morn-
final ha;ﬁpin ess and holiness of mankind, to be Univer- | right.men and women who t.hm.k they have prm?ed what Consequently: whenever. commy 18 sought, the ap- | gether and WOT.Eillp. before the same shrine, and rever- | ing, for the White Mountains in the United States, I
salists, in the broad and only true sense of that term. all Universa.listsl pretend to elieve—that there is a bap- | rant unconscxo?sly strives tole into the condition i the same divinity. Whether the Brrya they wor- | remember passing through some of the most glorious
Their system of faith is so broad and comprehensive as | PY and progressive ﬁfture furr all the race, and that our | of the. one W}th whom. he d PIMINEING, And | ship hefor? be called «J. eh.ovah, Jove, or Lord,” he is | seénery on that day which I ever saw in my life; and, in-
4o embrace all absolute principles, all positive existen- | loveliest departed friends are f'orever_ around us,.a.nd necordln'g to his conception q‘nt -oondltu?n, a!ni of | the embodiment and perfection of the pure, the true, | deed, more beautiful than I believe steam and power have
cies, and the whole of humanity, in its pale of sympa- | can, under suitable circumstances, apprise us sometimes | that which is necessary to qu him for it, will be

e _ the beautiful, the wise, the good, the holy, the just, and, brought us withinsight of. Istood insideof thecars, from
thy and love. Among us then must be ranked the of their presence. Cannot we sit in the temple of God | his effort and action. If, in piritual ecircle, com

in the_ir united worshig, they tend to the same divine | which I could see the tops of the mountains covered
Spiritualists; and an honorable class T regard them. with those who believe they have demonstrated our | munication and communion amght with any given | elevation of character. ~And herein is the philosophy and | with .
2

faith to be true? irit, the aspirant seeks to bnize his di- | e of religious worship most beautifully illustrated and | better chanvo. P P A S N
Fhere are fanatics among them, ignorant, credulous, un- | faith to be true : D D O O O | ettt wrae ey Peant My Wasiratod and | befter chance of secing the scenery than in this eountry,
Thmmo minds, of Eourse; E:t nothing has ever Behold erring humanity, driving with headlong speed | tion with the supposed m‘.’:’#‘ the one he seeks. | demonstrated. Whatever may be the theologieal opin- 'bemnae,instéadofgoihg}hmug:zehﬂls;thej go ro::l
» tod them from the thraldom of superstition and | into the dark and dreary wilderness of Pantheism, be- | If he secks communion with o him of & high and | ions of the worshippers in the act of carnest worsliip, | them. The wheels are not fixed to the carriages as i
ignorance o rapidly as  the philosophy in whih they | cause, they say, the doctrine of immortality lacks proof ;| elovated condition, he natursomes jnto a. corres- | they are forgotten and the devoteo becomes Aonest, truth- | this country, but they are placed upon swivels, and they
bﬂli;,ve but cannot yet define. positive, scientific data they must have; the genius of pqndxqg f such | ful and pure. From the very nature of things, it must o i it ahe e & Kitiss '11- I

« Nothing is o contemptible as that afeetation of | the age demands irvefragable evidence. And yet you | an one fling thts and feclings, hop- | be so. Sigce the Divine Being is, in the estimation of | member that, when we arrived at the h

wisdom which ‘some display by universal incrodlity,” | would deny them this cvidence—this assurance, sweeter | ing 10 gct a Tesponse. Whelchild secks commu. | v
To disbelieve o demonsiration, or to rail against that | than the honeyoomb to deorepit age, tottering to the | nion with its spirit
‘wisioh t comprehend, is foolish and absurd. the sick and afilicted,—to the bereaved hus- | love and respect of tl

il



- he' principsl offios of pablivation Wil bs st Bostis,
and under the management of the publisher of the Spir-
itualist. A branch office will be established at New
Yollttiqs 1oi0. as Jesel wen 4 ; : -

* Both time and space forbid our enlarging here upon
the advantages which this combination of talent and con-
centration of patronage will tend to secure to the sub-
geribers and the publishers of both papers, as well as
to the Spiritual movement at large. All will see—and
we trust we may say it without egotism—that «Tug
Serrrroan AGE” must at once take a position in the very
front ranks of progressive journalism.

We trust our friends, anl the friends of “More Light,”
and of “ Rational Spiritualism and Practical Reform,”
everywhere, will testify their approbation of these, we
doubt not, heaven-ordained nuptials, by generous re-
sponses in the way that the nature of the occasion will
at once suggest.

—_————e——
THE CASE OF DR. CURTIS, AGAIN,
To the Edilor of the N, E. Spiritualist :

I see that you quote the account of Dr. Curtis, which ap-
peared in the Tribune, wherein his sufferings are atkributed to
an “infestation’” by demonic, or undeveloped spirits. I was
very much interested in the statement,although it struck me
as somewhat misty and incoherent, because the questions sug-
gested by it are of immense importance. The idea at once arose
in my mind that the subject of such obsession must have opened
his interiors to the influence of **undeveloped spirits,’® if in-
deed it were not solely the play of a diseased imagination, by
the use of opium or some other poisonous stimulant. The his-
tory of the case as therein set forth, will apply perfectly to any
case of ““ delirium tremens,” oceurring in a highly cultivated
and sensitive suhject.

I do not desire to publicly discuss the facts in this case, but
I have never known & case of similar character that was not re-
ferable to physical disease, nor do I believe that demonic spirits
have any power to infest, except where the widest door is

opened for them by persistent violations of the laws of health.
’ c

We coincide with our correspondent that the questions
raised by this case are of immense importance, and for that
reason we desire not to be hasty or dogmatical in express-
ing opinions upon them. For the present, we shall un-
dertake to offer but a suggestion or two, leaving the
question open for those who may have thought and in-
vestigated in this direction.

Aud first, supposing this and similar eases to be in-
stances of real infestation by mischievous or malignant

- spirits, we should regard it as altogether probable that
the persons so infested had 7 some way opened them-
selves to the admission of such influences, by being in
an unsound or unhealthful condition, morally, mentally,
or physieally. Such a condition may be incurred, doubt-
less, either willfully, by persistence in known wrong, or
ignorantly, by the violation of unknown laws, physical
and mental. -

Again, it appears altogether probable that the use of
alcholic and other narcotic stimulants may tend to pro-
duce a state of nervous susceptibility which opens the
way for infestations. Where such stimulants are used
merely for sensual gratification—for the pleasurable
‘sensations they produce—they must, in addition to this
increased susceptibility to spirit-influences, tend also
to foed the sensual or animal nature, and to weaken
‘the power of the will and of the moral nature, besides,
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s to have been the caso with Dr. | 4

Curtis, these alleged “creatures of the imagination” as- | Jines

‘sume distinct and clearly defined personality, manifesting

intelligence, purpose, will, maliginity, consciously sepa- |
rate from and antagonistic to his own personality,—ad- | 4nq inf:

dressing him moreover in audible voices,—(and there
have been cases in which persons have seen as well as
heard their spiritual tormentors),—it would seem, to
to say the least, far the most easy and rational solution
of the case to consider them to be just what they claim,
that is, spiritual beings.

It has never yet been proved that there is any part
of man himself that is capable of, and addicted to, thus
settingup a distinct personality, and refusing to acknowl-
edge its proper self-hood; and such a fact, if proved,
would throw into inextricable confusion all ideas of
personality and responsibility, and render it utterly im-
possible for any person to be sure of his own identity.
On the other hand it has been proved to the satisfaction
of all Spiritualists, and it is admitted by all, or nearly
all religionists of every name, that man is approachiable
by spiritual beings who are capable, under certain con-
ditions, of affecting him and influencing him in various
ways, Why, then, hesitate to acknowledge their agency
when clearly indicated, and especially when it furnish-
es so ready, adequate and rational a solution of many of
-the most perplexing problems of mental soience?

But we have extended these saggestions to a much
greater length than we designed, We hope the subject
will receive the attention of the best and elearest minds
devoted to the investigation of spiritual seience and psy-
chological phenomena,

—_— -
A VANQUISHED DISPUTANT.

The Courier is in very bad humor at Mr. Woodman’s
“Third Answer,” which appeared in our paper of the
12th inst.; and, in place of an attempt at reply, like a
vanquished school-boy, lets off its vexation in hard
names and downright contradictions. _« Pettifogger »
and “ribald ” are among the classical epithets applied to
Mr. W., and a still harsher term is émplied in the fol-
lowing language ; :

“Mr. Woodman not only has never seen what he pretends to
have seen, in the way of Spiritual manifestations, but we are
Justified in inferring that he does not believe that he has seen
seen them. If he believed, he would eagerly embrace the op-
portunity of proving their reality; the more eagerly, the great-
er the skeptic who was to be convinced.

““ We repeat, that Mr. Woodman has never Seen a table move,
without the application of ordinary physical forces; he has
never seen a piano tilt, without being tilted in the common way
of applying a lever force; he has never heard a rap without a
very substantial rapper to make it; he has never seen any
ghost excepting the fictions of his own brain; and what is more
serious for him, he has deserted and betrayed the post
which, as an educated man, it was his duty to maintain against
the inroads of ignorance, superstition, credulity and imposture.
For this we hold  him chargeable at the bar of public opinion;
for this he will be severely condemned, when this imposture has
had its run, and the eyes of deluded multitudes shall be opened
to the enormity of the frauds practised on their ignorant credu-
lity.” ‘ - v .

The editor of the Courier is not the first disputant
who, when driven to the wall, by faots and arguments,
has been able only to ejaculate, *You lie I”—for this is
the plain English of the above. In that unenviable po-

any Universalists are liberal,
a8 intense]y secta ¥y ind as eIoSGI.y bound up Sy the

interests of the deﬂﬁhﬁw,” ag are other communions. |

Hence, in some otheir societies, Spiritualists find as
little sympathy, aqiﬂ—tﬁeir pulpit ministrations as lit-
tle palafable food, among those styled «partialists.”
Were all Unive: clergymen as liberal, rational
and progressive as Mr. Elkins, from one of whose
sermons we give ellﬁm on our first page, and some
others whom we cid name, there might be little oc-
casion or dispositioamong Spiritualists to withdraw
their patronage andpport from their societies.

We acknowledgfith pleasure that we perceive of
late, among the Un}'é_dist body, evidences of increasing
spirituality and ﬂﬂﬂus earnestness— characteristics
which were former cosidered not as markedly in the
ascendent in that nonination. If, with this advance,
they attain also t trte liberality, a broad catholicity,
which ean overlocecfarian lines, and regard the inter-
ests of Universal ath and Universal Humanity as par-
amount to the inists of the Universalist sect, then,
but not otherwismay they expect to retain the sym-
pathies and suppof such as are called through Spir-
itoalism to a morderior and expanded spiritual life.

The same generemarks apply to a greater or less
extent to other ba besides Universalists, All, even
the most conservi and creed-blinded, feel in & measure
the progressive al piritualizing tendencies of the age;
and these tande“;;_u'e most manifest, of course, in
the more impressibindividuals connected with any
sect. Many a preaq possessed of an impressible or-
ganism, is impelled aspired to give utterance to spirit-
ual truths which frore lips of a professed Spiritualist
would be pronouncedetical. Hence, the spirituality
of pulpit teachings, ithe degree of profit Spiritual-
ists may derive fromm, generally depends far more
upon the person whecupies the pulpit than upon the
denomination to Whit or he belongs. It is next to
impossible for such | as Henry Ward Beecher, E.
H. Chapin, Bishoprk, Dr. Bellows, Stephen H.
Tyng, Theodore Par Dr, Putnam, A, I, Stone, or
Father Hecker,—wher distinctive theoretical creed
they may have assento, or however they may regard
the phenomenal phaseodern Spiritualism,—it is next
to impossible for memsessing such organizations to
open their mouths on topic relating to the interior
life, without giving uhce to more or less of edifying
spiritual truth. ! :

It would doubtlesse been quite agreeable to any
one of ‘the sects, hadritualism favored its dogmas
and its interests; anl i possible that some have
"been much disappoinht finding this not to be the
result.  But it is as«alt now, as it was in old times,
to confine new wine il bottles—unless, indeed, the
bottles are of a ver,

sition, Mr. Woodman, and Spiritualists generally, can |

| well afford to leave the valiant Professor of Greek.
ntent

.

with denouncing Mr. Woodman |

,cause of Christ has well nigh ceased. We have
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in hastening the consummation they most devoutly wish
to avoid—namely, the complete deliverance of the pub-
lic mind from their domination. =
Surely madness must have seized upon a church which
will excommunicate a member for daring to inguire
“ whether it is possible to obtain communications from
the unseen world,” when its whole fabric of doctrines
~and_ecclesiasticism is professedly built upon communi-
cations from that world in ancient times! O the folly
of bigotry!

Copy of a Dismissal Letler® from

the Baptist Church to
Mr. John Fuller.

Kinasrow, Mass,, Sept. 5, 1857,

Mz. Jonx FuLLer—Dear Sir :—Your name has been enrolled
as a member of the Church of Christ for about fifteen years,
The greater part of this time your heart and hand, your voice
and influence, were given to every good word and work The
Church took great delight in your Christian work and conver-
sation. You were faithful to the high and holy vows you had
solemnly- taken upon yourself, before God, angels and men.
How little did we suppose this delightful picture would ever be
reversed !

It grieves us, dear sir, to the heart, to be compelled to say,
that for nearly four years past it has been far otherwise. We
have witnessed with great pain the constant and long continued
neglect of your covbnant obligations. Your interest in the
given to the |
statements you have laid before us a faithful and protracted |
consideration, and we can perceive no reasonable apology for |
Your course. You have expressed your determination to inves- |
tigate what is called Spiritualism, * let the consequences be
what they may.”’ Should we allow you todo this, while still
refaining your place in the Church, we should thereby commit
ourselves, as a body, to a most fascinating and destructive 8ys-
tem—a system notoriously opposed to God’s inspired word, at |
war with the Church, with Evangelical doottine, with practical
piety, with social morality, and tending to the utter overthrow
of Christianity itself. We eannot admit for an instant, the law-
fulness and consistency even of inguiring whether it is possible
lo obtain communications from the unsecen world, since the
Bible expressly forbids the inquiry. See Isaiah 8:19—Leviticus
19:31 and 20:6. Ypu have asked our forgiveness for absenting
yourself from the social meetings of the Church; but we are
unable to see how we can do this consistently, while you mani-
fest to us no heartfelt penite nee, and while you are still living
in the neglect of other and more important covenant obliga-
tions.

In view of the above facts, at a Church meeting,
4, 1857, it was Poted—** That the hand of fellowship bswwith-
drawn from Bro. John Fuller, for the honor of Christ's cause,’”

Be assured, this solemn act has catised us the profoundest sor-
row ; and now, as our last advice, given with no other than the
kindest feelings, we would beg you, dear sir, to pause, and re-
trace your steps. For the welfare of Your precious and immor-
tal soul; for the spiritual interest of your beloved family; for
the honor of the Saviour’s cause; and, more than all; for the
love of Him who died to save us, we earnestly and affectionate-

held Sept.

Iy entreat you to forsake Error and cleave to Truth—to bow at |

the feet of Christ in penitential confession, and
more.”” Whenever that time shall come,
We open our arms to welcome
the Lord.

&o and sin no
most cheerfully will
you once more as a brother in
Pe;' Order, and in behalf of the Church,

, Geo B. WiLLtans, P, 3
Hexey Coss, Church Clerk. g
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notcadlow a more lengthy report. The same subject
tinued for another evening, 4

- T : s : : ; 1
MEETINGS LAST SUNDAY. -
The Melodeon was well filled with intelligent Audiences to lis-
ten to Miss Beese. Her lecture in the afterncon was on the
topie, * God in all things,” and in the evening upon - Spirit-
ualism—its Philosophy and its Manifold Facts.>* No abstract
that we could give would afford an adequate idea of the pecu-
liar beauties and excellences of these discourses. Suffice it fo
say that the philosophy of the Divine Existence, and that of
Spirit-Agency, as manifested in consolation to the bereaved—the
conviction gradually stealing over the mourner that 8l ig
well ’—in poetic and prophetic inspiration—and in the sensu-
ous demonstrations of modern times—were set forth with a rare
grasp of thought and brilliancy of expression, fally Justifying
the encominms expressed in our columns last week. In dealing
with the Sadduceic religionists and materialistic sciolists of the
day, she employed weapons of witticism and sarcasm of the
keenest edge. -Oceasional bursts of poetic improvisation, and
of devotional expression, added much to the impressiveness of
the discourses,

Previous to the evening lecture, Miss B. stated that she had
been sensitive to spirit-influence for about six years, and had
experienced most of the ecommon phases of mediumship,—that
the lectures she reads are produced without any conscious agen-
¢y or effort of her own mind,—that they are either spoken
through her lips when entranced, and recorded by an amanuen-
sis, or written by the mechanieal movement of her hand with-
out her own volition, and often when her mind is otherwise en-
gaged,—that the authors claim to be either individual spirits or
& band of .spirits acting in unison.

After the lectures in the evening, opportunity was given for
questions or discussion, but only some common-place inquiries
were ventured on the part of the skeptical. The professional
gentlemen from Old Harvard, who have honored previous meet-
ings with their attendance, did ot deign to make their appear~
ance—heing probably satisfied with the lqurels (?) won on the
previous Sunday evening.

Miss Beebe occupies the same platform on Sunday next. We
hope to be able to lny before our readers next week in full some
production of her inspired pen.

At 14 Bromfield street, in the afternoon, Rev. D. F. Gop-
DARD, of Chelsea, spoke to a full house, He said we should be
more sincere and truthful in the manifestation of our thoughts
by our actions. We need to lessen our love for appearing well
and increase our love for doing well. He argued that we need
more exercise of the heart with the reason; that the head and
the heart should be well balanced, equally poised. Regenerate
and cultivate the heart, to beat in unison with the reason, with
the intelligence of the age, and we ghall have a new brother-
hood, a new church,

He spoke kindly of all sects and denominations; said there
existed fragments of truth in all; none should be rejected in
toto; but our reason should accgpt all vital truth, and our
hearts overlook and forgive all error.

In the evening, Dr. Curp read selections from the ** Song er
Hiawatha,” with comments. He thought it was one of the
most spiritual songs of the age, though he did not know that
the author professed any belief in modern Spiritualism. He
thought that Hiawatha might represent the spirit of truth, and
all the opposing influences with which he contended, and over
which he was victorious, might represent evils existing in the
hearts of his peaple; and by the ageney of ‘spirit-power his vio-
tories were won in the most unaffeoted and simple manner.
song has in it so much Spiritualism, plensantly and :
presented, that it cannot but be admired by every true
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with Whom we' Were inquired of the g
i Wt ey’ o™ 6 Tettor ‘adiiuaaed "t Hec
ton, while her medium (h H.) remained in that eity. |

name as’ m A»mw mm

if m

mmmammmm she would net |

‘permit Mrs. Hatch to See the contents of cither letter.
‘that time we sapposed that « Shannie” (the spirit) would
entrance Mrs. H., and reply to her letter, and seal it
up, and thus prevent her from knowing the contents.
Subsequently to our arrival in Boston, the young lady
referred to addressed a letter to Mrs. I., in my care,
and another accompanging it, in a closely sealed envel-
ope with: no- other superseription than ¢ Shannie.”
Shannie came and requested us to take the letter to
Mr. J. V. Mansfield, No. 3 Winter St., and she would
answer it through him. We complied with the request
—placed the letter on Mr. Mansfield’s desk, superserip-
tion side down, and stood by him while he placed his
hani upon it and wrote « M . He remarked,
“that isa queer name; I do not know what it means,
but you can put the letter into your pockuet and keep it,
and they will reply to it.” 1 did so, and Mr. Mans-
field never. saw the lelter afterwards.
subsequently, he handed me the reply, also closely sealed.
I enclosed both in an envelope without knowing a word
of the contents of either, and forwarded them to my
friend. By return mail, we received copies of both let-
ters, accompanied by the following statement: “I was
very much surprised, as well as delighted, on opening it
to find that. the letter. I wrote to Shannie had been
answered without having been opened, and by one, too,
with whom T had not the slighest acquaintance. Mr.
Mansfield could not have answered. it more correctly
had he read the contents, and I doubt, if as satisfacto-
rily then.” But we will les the letters speak for them-
selves:
LETTER TO THE SPIRIT.
M , Nov. 4, 1857.

My DeAr SHANNIE :—I am afraid by this time you will think
that spirits in the flesh are not as particular in keeping their
engagements as those who have left the form. The excusel
have to make is simply this—that I have been waiting for Cody
to write to me, then T thought I would answerher letter, and at
the same time enclose one to you. That evening after Cody
left, T was sitting in my room, when I felt a strong impression
to sit, and accordingly yielded to that impression. In a short
time I was influenced, and wrote your mame, (which I have
several times since). I also wrote a few words to grandma,
which were signed "Shanme * Atthat time I beheved the
influence to be yours, but now I am in great doubt about it.
Lawrote at another time that Cody had lectured in Boston on
the Sunday evening previous—which I found out from her letter
was not the case. Now, if that was not your influence, will
you please tell me whose it was? T do not think I did it my-
gelf, although I was impressed with every word. I would like
you to explain it to me, as I feel that whatever you say is cor-
rect. I have been sick with a dreadful cold since you left us,
but have now quite recovered, and Tulip has one. I cannot say
whether she has taken mine ornot. She says she wishes you
could prescribe for her, for no other one will (or seems to), and
it is very uncomfortable.

You can let Cora see this, Shannie; but I would rather you
would not let her see the answer, as I like always to have the
first reading of my own letters, and I will let her read it when
she comes here. Please send me word if you have visited me—

_and if 50, at what time—for I would like to know if I was con-
scious of your presence. Hoping to hear from you very soon,

A few days.

At

HOW DID SHE LEARN THE FACT?

Mz. Newrox :—There has recently come to me one
of those tests which we all wisely require before we yield
to belief that spirits could be the authors of things said
by mediums. I mean tests which involve the fact that
the thing spoken had not been, because it could not be,
learned by either the medium orany other person pres-
ent, through man’s recognized processes of getting infor-
mation. The case now before me is of no general inter-
est excepting as it bears upon that point.

On Monday, Nov. 23, I called upon Mrs. T. H. Pea-
body, No. 1 Avon Place, to obtain through her, if pos-
sible, an examination of a little miece I have in Califor-
nia, who, from some affection of the spine, has become, or
rather had become, a cripple. Inher clairvoyance, ac-
companied by a spirit-physician, as she said, and also by
the spirit-mother of the little girl, Mrs. Peabody soon
made the trip to California—the doctor made his exam-
ination, and prescribed. But when there they made ob-
servations, unsolieted by me, upon my brother,the fath-
er of the little girl. When they stated that he was
bilious, but yet less so than he had been, I credited the
account, becanse in his letter to me of Oct. 1st, received
Nov. 1st, my brother stated that he had just recovered
from a bilious fever. The spirit-doctor did not, howev-
er, regard that as his chief difficulty, for hesaw so severe
an affection of the kidneys, that he begged me to write
to my brother urging him to avoid lifting and all heavy
or hard work, for otherwise this disease will give him
most serious trouble in future years.

Such a statement seemed to me highly improbable, be-
cause Ansel W. Putnam was, when he left Massachu-
setts, four or five years ago, an uncommonly stout and
strong man, able to lift and work as only a few can, and
not only able, but wilting. And all his letters up to the
last two have represented him as retaining, in his new
home, his former size andstrength and industrious habits
as a tiller of the soil. Neither with him nor with others
inthefamily, has there ever been, to my knowledge, such
an affection as this unseen doctor described. Improb-
able, however, as the account seemed to me, when writ-
ing to him on the following day, concerning his child, I
appended what had been said about himself. A week
elapsed, and on the 1st of Dec. there came through the
mail, a letter of his to me, under date of Nov. 1st, from
which I make the following extract :

“ After getting over the bilious fever, I was trouh!ed-

with some derangement.of the kidneys, that has kept me
weak for a long time, but not confined to the house, I
have been able to be out about and see to the work, but
not able to do hard work.”

Now it is certain that his relatives here knew noﬂung
of this trouble prior to his examination by the spirits;
he resides sixty miles inland from San Francisco, and is
not among neighbors who correspond with people in this
vicinity. At Oct. 1st, he makes no mention of the
trouble, ‘un& only a single mail .intervenee between the

- the loss of & child, almost as he had

: muBu.mA.llmoun,m&mb l[sm.

' ;:-,K.Gmmx; (Now in the West.)

1 could not mﬁa it, no one &

who was vainly trying to lift it. Then, bI

bled to raise it by applying his little finger

stand has been lifted up a foot from the floor, and thrown vio-
lently over, when no one was within two feet of it. This was
in the light. The spirits have, since we extluded the light, per-
formed the more wonderful feats of writing upon blank paper,
playing beautifully upon the tamborine, thé aceordeon, and the
‘guitar, and bells, carrying these instrumetts around the room
over our heads, frequently twisting the s and tuning the
instruments.

Whilst none but our own family are in the room, and a young
man who is to work for me, his hafds conﬁl;ed in mine and the
members of my family taking hold of hands, sometimes three or
four instruments are taken up and p'lnyez at the same time.
Also the tin trampet has bean taken up and ﬂiisperod through
in our ears, then striking the ceiling of the room, moving with
the velocity of a bird, flying to the other end of the room,
sounds frequently being made through it while moving. At
oné time, our accordeon was moved quickly around the room,
and was torn into pieces by the spirit hand which was trying to
play upon it, and thrown into the circle, because the instru-
ment was a poor one and out of order. Ht another time, the
tamborine was beaten so loudly and violeatly by spirit hands,
that the head was burst in, and the in thrown on the
floor.

These are facts, occurring in my own private dwelling, and
they e done at times when none but myself and wife have
been in- the room, and her hands in mine; and one night last

week, the accordeon was taken out of its box and played when
all our family had retived to bed, and no esrthly form in the
room at the time, These are facts which free-thinking Infidels
ought not to sneer at, but calmly mvuhe‘lt&: Don’t let them
imitate the bigoted priests, who, besnuse {t'does not support
their system of sending us to a hell of fire and brimstone, call
it either all devil or all humbug.

INFORMATION IN A DREAM.

Mr. Joel H. Clayton. of Clayton’s Mills, 8. C., com-
municates the following to the Telegraph :

As. you desire facts in the spiritual phenomena, I send you
this: In the spring of 1848, there lived s young man in the
city of Mobile, Ala., who was requested by his friend, Dr, Wil-
liams, of that place, to spend the summer with him, while his
(the Doctor’s) wife was gone on a visit to her parents in this
State, the first time after her marriage and removal to Mobile.
After she had been away some seven or eight weeks, one night
about one or two o’clock, the Doctor had a dreadful dream about
his wife. He dreamed that she was veryill, and about to die;
that she gave birth to a child and had dashed its brains out
against the wall, in the paroxysms of her dreadful pains. He
awoke, trembling and unhappy, and could not shake the awful
vision offt. He went to the room and awoke the young man, to
whom he related his dreadful dream, and asked him what it
meant. The young man was unable to cnsole his mind, but
advised him to note the day and hour hehad had the dream.
He did so, by putting it on the plastering ‘f the house behind a
window-curtain, with a pencil. The next mail from Carolina
brought a letter from his wife’s friends, stating her illness and
, save that she did
not beat its brains out against the wall; and that all took place

‘precisely at thet_imehelmi the dream, as the letter and the

pencil-mark the window-curtain
Now, ““how was this?”* was always a

ﬂqwmmknwmth__ - At length, in-the
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on in the minds |
of both the young man and the Doctor, anﬂnmhu-cfthm at
 the time, was wise enough to explain. I:Pnlhdwmd

Wansworrs, Office N. E. Spiritualist, Boston.
Jonx M. Srear, Melrose, Mass. (Now in the West.)
~ Mrs. Saran B. Erus, Hanson, Mass.  (Healing Medinm.)
Mrs. Jons Purrer, North Hanson, Mass., - (Healing Medium.)
Miss A. W. Spracug, Plymouth, Vt.
Mrs. M. 8. TowssexD, Bridgewater, Vt. (Healing Medium.)
Mrs. M. F. Brewx, South Royalton, Vt. (Healing Medium.)
AvsTix E. Snnmas, Woodstock, Vt.
Mrs. A. M. Hexpersoxn, Newtown, Ct.  (Psychometrist.)
Mrs. H. F. Huxsreey, Paper Mill Village, N. H.
N. 8. Greexvear, Haverhill, Mass,
Hervey Bareer, Warwick, Mass,
Jonx G. GrEAsoN, Plymouth, Mass.
H. P. Farrrrern, Collins Depot, Mass. (Now in the West.)
W A. Home, Collins Depot, Mass  (Now in the West.)
Mrs. Beck, 888 Eighth Avenue, New York City.
Mrs. C. M. Turree, Albion, Mich.
Georce Atkins, Webster, Mass. (Healing Mediuxﬁ.)
Mrs. Anmira F. Pease, 8. Wilbraham, Mass. (Psychometrist.)
J. A, Bassert, Salem, Mass. *
Asranay P. Pierce, Augusta, Me.
Mrs. Saran A. Hortoxn, Brandon, Vt.
Miss Sarau P. Lamrp, Leicester, Vt.
E. 8. Trrer, Auburn, N. Y.
Daxier Norrox, Southington, Ct. (Healing Medium and
Psychometrist.)
H. B. Srorer, New Haven, Ct.
James H. Harris, Centre Abington, Mass,

MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY.

Suxpay Meerings.—Miss C. M. Beesg, of Boston, will lec-
ture in the Meropeox on Sunday wext, at 2 1-2 and 7 o’clock,
P. M. Binging by the Misses Hall.

SeirrruansT MegTings will be held at No. 14 Bromfield St.,
every Sunday afternoon and evening. Admission free.

A Crroie for medium development and spiritual manifesta-
tions will be held every Sunday morning 4t No. 14 Bromfield
8t. Admission 5 cents.

Lewis B. Moxror is expected to speak at No. 14 Bromfield
8t., on Sunday evening next. Subject—The Presumptive Evi-
dences of Spiritualism.

MeeTinGs 1N Caapman Haxz, School S8t.—On Sunday after-
noons, Conference Meetings, relating strictly to the Phenomena
and Philosophy of Spiritualism. In the evening, Discussions of
Philosophical and Reform questions. Circles for development’
in the morning at 10 o’clock. Admittance to all meetings; 5 cts.

WeekLy CoNrERENCE MEETING, every Thursday evening, at
No. 14 Bromfield street, commencing at 7 1-2 o’clock.

Tue Lapies AsSsOCIATION IN AID OF THE Poor,—entitled
¢ Harmonial Band of Love amd Charity,”’—will hold weekly
meetings in the Spiritualists’ Reading Room, No. 14 Bromfield
Street, every Fripay afternoon, at 3 o'clook. All interested in
his benevole nt work are invited to attend.

Lorixg Moony will lecture in Washington Hall, Charlestown,
next Sunday, Dec. 27, afterncon and evening. The afternoon
meeting will be open to the free discussion of the question, **Is
there any spirit, separate and distinet from matter?*’

MeeTivGs 18 CHELSEA, on Sundays, morning and evening, at

Guip Hawr, corner of Bellingham and Hawthorne streets. |

D. F. Gopparp, regular speaker. Seats free.
Ix CamBRIDGEPORT.—Meetings st Waahington- Hall, Main

_street, every Sunday afternoon and evening, at 3 and 7 o’clock.

Ix Maxcaester, N. H.—Regular Sunday meetings in Court
Room Hall, City Hall Building, at the usual hours.

Iy Sazes.—Meetings for Trance Speaking in the Sewell St.
Gmmh smryﬂnndsyaﬁmquavw

W
EW DEPOT FOR Sl’ml"l!tml. AND a‘!l'ﬂll‘.ll PUBLICATIONS
No. 5 Gt. Jones street, New Y

B. T. Moxsox would inform the frlandn abroad nmtheha
Agency at the shove Number, two doors East of Broad th#l
Farge Buildings, for the sale of all Spiritual and Reform where
a compl assortment will be képt constantly on lnndefnn (s pertain-

subject of Spiritualism, dnd an early notice given u( new Books
in the course ol publication.
MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS.

In addition to the foregoing, Mr. M. will be “able to supply orders for all
other publications. All business entrusted to his care will be attended to
with despatch.

SPIRITUAL PAPERS AND MONTHLIES.

Mr. M. is authorized to receive subscriptions for the folIowing

New England Spiritualist, Boston. A. E. Newton. $2 per

Spl. Telegraph, New York. Chas. Partridge, Editor lnd Pmprleur $2.

Banner of Light, Colby, Forster & Co., Boston. $2.

Herald of Light, T. L. Harris, New York. $§1 50.

'.Eiﬁmy’s Hunthly, Joel Tlﬂany, New York. #1 50.

NTEW EDITION. Facts and Important Information for Young Men, on
the Self-Indulgence of the Sexual Appetite, its destructive effects on
health, exciting causes, iPl-etem.lt:bn and cure. éy Samuel Gregory, M. D.
Price 12 cents. Nearly Fifty Thousand Copies of this work have been circu-
lated, and Agents can be advantageously employed in extending its circula-
tion much more widely. For sale by Bela Marsh, No. 14 Bromfield street.

Hemedral A geneies.

CARD. DR. C. A, BILLINBROOK, a Highly Successful Healing

Medium, recently b'um Phitadelphia, lm.l taken rooms at No. 2 Bll.ldk
Place, Boston, and has associated with himself one of the best he:
diums in the country. Dr. B. has marked success in the treatment dil-
eases peculiar to & disordered state of the Brain and Nervous System, Indi-
gestion and other ailments produced by a morbid condition of the Stomach
and Liver. Consultations and examinations from 9 A. M. to 12 M.; 2to 0, 7
wUP M. ADVICE FREE,

R. WOODWARD, an efficient trance medium, cures by mlg'neﬁcman-
ipulations, and removes depression of mind. Peunlu can avail them-
selves of all the facilities of Mrs. Churchill’s long experience. Also, Electro-
Chemical, Medicated Vapor, Pack, Warm, Cold and Shower Baths. Inva-
lid’s Home, No. 6 LaGrange Phwe, from Washington near Boylston
hiarker.. Boston, Mass. M. CHURCHILL, Botanic Physician. 27—3m

YO THE AFFLICTED. Dr 8. Ctrres, assisted by Mrs. G. W. Walker,
Clairvoyant and Ilennnfohledim will attend to the wants of the sick.

e, 221 Oentral street, Lowell, Mass. Patients will be accommodated
board.

with
C. LEWIS, Clairvoyant Physician. Examinations and Prescriptions
N. by'an Indian spirit of the olden time. No. 15 Reach street. 28 8m
EALING AND CLAIRVOYANT PRESCRIPTIONS. DR. C. C.
YORK gives Clairvoyant examinations and prescriptions by receiving
the name, age and residence of patients in their own handwriting, for two
dollars; one dollar when present. The remedies—purely vegetable—are pre-
pared by him by spirit directions. He also heals by the laying on of * hands.
He will visit the sick wherever desired. All who address must enclose a
postage stamp to receive answers. Address in care of Bela Marsh, 14
Bromfield street, Boston, Mass.

THE SICK ARE HEALED WITHOUT MEDICINE. JAMES W.
GREENWOOD, Healing Medium, Rooms No. 15 Tremont street,
site the Museum. Office hours from 9 A. M. to 3 P. M. Other hours he will
visit the sick at their houses.

AYING HANDS ON THE SICK. DR. W.T. OSBORN, Clairvoyant 3
__J and Healing Medium, cures the sick by the laying on of hands Chron-
ic Consumptive and Liver affections,’and every disease which has baffied

the Medical Faculty, have yielded to his treatment. His success has been

in most cases very marked, and such as to give him strong confidence in the
healing power exercised through him.

Terms for each Clairvoyant examinatien, $1. Letters, , with &
stamp enclosed, strictly attended to. Office hours from 9 "A. M. to 4 P, M.
Rooms No. 110 Lambmlge street, 3d door east of Westem Hotel.

“A T DR. ABBOTT'S BOTANIC AND _ LCLECTIG DEPOT, 214 Hano-
A_ ver street, may be found one of the most extensive varietles of Herbs,
Barks, Roots, &c., in the United States; also, a valuable amount of manu-
factured medicines of approved worth. Spirimnl and Mesmeric Prescrip-
tions put up with particular attention. 12

N ABYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. Healing by laying on of
hands. CH \BLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has opened an Asylum
for the Afllicted at No. T Davis stree! Boston, where he is prepared to ac-
commodate patients desiring treatment by the above process on moderate
terms,
17 Patients desiring board should give notice in advance, that suitable ar-
ran nts may be made before their arrival.
ose sending locks of hair to indicate their d!senes.lhwjdenche $1
for the examination, with a letter stamp to prepay their postage.
Office hours from 9 to 12 A. M., and from 2to 5 P. M.

R. A. N. SHERMAN, ECLECTIC PHYSICIAN AND HEALING
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From the Spirjtual Age.
THE PRINCESS.
A VISION OF ROYALTY IN THE SPHERES.

America is rich in its Spirit mediums, lecturers, wri-
ters, commentators, public and private circles for Spirit
investigation—every facility, in short, exists dor en-
grafting what is termed the spiritual element™ upon
the materiality of the physical life. In licu of these
aids, however, to a knowledge of the interior worlds
around us, Burope is full of her haunted houses, her
fairy groves, and magic lakes; her forests and vales,
tenanted by the fantasies of the demon-world. There
is hardly an old ecastle, or time-honored pile of brick
and mortar, which is not replete with its legends of su-
pernaturalism. Every ancient house has its array of
visionary inhabitants, and every distinguished family its
attendant sprite.

Following up the law of cause and effect in this world
of traditionary lore, we might find some curiosities in
spiritual philosophy of which our European neighbors
little dream, underlying this vast stratum of supersti-
tious absurdity; but there are, occasionally, isolated
cases which bear the test of serutiny, and present, upon
investigation, sufficient corroborative evidence of Spirit-
communion, to justify our belief in the tangibility of
certain appearances, in contradistinction to mere vision-
ary fables of like sharacter. Such is the “one which I
am about to present. The circumstances are well
known enough in the cireles where they transpired, but
they have never obtained sufficient credit to justify
their narration to the world, except as mere hearsay; in
fact, they are too intimately counected with persons now
living, to render their publication, in a direct form,
agreeable. ;

1n the suburbs of the great modern Babylon, London,
there is a large and splendid old mansion, whose every

“stone teems with historical associations. It has a vast,
grass-grown court in front; a grove of splendid old for-
est-trees adorning its park in the rear; there are noble
terraces, with the ancient urns, the old-fashioned sun-
dial, mouldering statues of dead kingsand emperors—in
short, every attribute of the mediseval splendor which
distinguished the abodes of royalty in the middle centu-

_ ries. There are memories in every stone of this now
mouldering pile. The diamond panes are each conse-
crated to some fugitive monarch, who was there con-
cealed, or escaped through its narrow casement; or recall
some fable of midnight spectral form, belted knight, or
beruffed dame, who, with ghostly tread and flickering
lamp, glances athwart the deserted windows at the lone,
small hours of night in that abode of dim, by-gone mem-
. At the time when I visited this place, it was in pos-
session of the widow of a Preshyterian clergymaa.—-.a

_;ofmmmnmandresmed ife; and it is a

" at regular intervals around the walls.

jtations for ﬁmr
reach her lips. In after life &emm
she always thought yes, but a power stronger—it almost

no!
One evening, or rather one night, she had partedwlth
her lover at a late hour, after faithfully promising that

| the next day should decide the long-deferred question of

their wedding-day. An unusual weight hung upon her
spirits. She seemed anxious to detain her lover, yet
ashamed of the undefined feeling of terror for which her
strong sense could not account, she refused to yield to
the suggestions of her unconquerable desire to recall
him to her presence. Hoping to dissipate her unac-
countable restlessness by change of scene, she caused a
bright fire to be lighted up in what was once the state
apartment of the mansion, and here, after all the do-
mestics had retired to rest, she seated herself, endeavor-
ing to create an artificial desire for repose by fatiguing
herself with study.

Geraldine had been seated among her books and pa-
pers for some two hours, when the distant tolling of the
huge hall clock reminded her that the héur then sound-
ing (one) was that of the departure of her deceased pro-
tectress. From that moment, all her efforts to concen-
trate her mind on her studies were in vain. The sole
idea that would possess her fancy was, what was the
condition of the soul of the dead Princess? Did she
then live? Was she in a conscious state of existence,
and, if so, what might it be?

The Princess, with the same anomalous condition of
mind which invariably sends the week-day sinner to
church with the most punctual regularity, and chants the
loudest responses from the lips of the grossest immoral-
ity, always retained in her family a domestic chaplain;
and the gentleman who had officiated in this capacity
during her lifetime, still remained in the house, awaiting
another appointment. He was a man of austere man-
ners and appearance. Geraldine had never held com-
munion with him, because an innate feeling of repulsion
seemed to divide them; but now, she remembered his
presence in the house, and a feelmg of relief sf.ule upon
her as she determined, despite the lateness of the hour,
to send for and discuss with him the question which
deeply agitated her mind. Taking a night-lamp in her
hand, she proceeded to find the chamber occupied by
one of her maids, and having succeeded in arousing
her, she desired her to dress herself quickly, wake up
the Priest, and bid him attend her in the room she had
lately quitted. -

To this room Geraldine now retm’nad, and on enter-
ing it was amazed at the glare of light which met her
view. It wasa vast and spacious apartment, hung on
all sides with splendid tapestry, and lighted upon state
occasions with twelve brilliant chandeliers, which hung
She had cau.sed
some wax lights to be placed on a table, near the huge,
open fire-place, and these, as far as she could remember,
were the only lights she had left; these, too, she knew

~only shed an imperfect lustre into the far recesses of the
| vast chamber; but now, to her utter amazement, every

spm'klmg glzamhle blued wﬁh iight._ ’!'ho whole

seemed independent of herself—would compel her to say | sp

‘and individualifed as ﬂwjr appeared to me, vﬂm&m‘l

T actually saw,or only fancied I saw, them; for in a
spaceof time, less than it takes me to detail the fact,
they all melted into thin air, and I was again alone—
no, not alone!'—God of mercy! what form did I then
behold, hobblinf} to my seat, asit were, out of the
very vacancy which had lately been filled with the vis-
ionary waltzers! The Princess B. approached me, even
as she used to 1ok when arrayed for her hideous con-
quests, a disgusting carieature of old age, in fashionable
life. And yets change—such a change—was there!

Those features, which had ever beamed in kindness up-
on me, I felt, I knew, them to belong to her shape, and
yet, they, too,mo longer wore the human stamp! 1
looked curiously, again and again; wonder, and not
fear, was the paramount feeling of my mind; for, as |
sure as I had eyes to see and a mind to receive the im-
pression of those eyes,’T beheld the Princess B. changed,

or stamped, or engraved, in some way that I can never
make another comprehend, with all the characteristics
of a most loathsome and disgusting animal. I saw her
life—her most degrading life—in this. T saw her every I
past action, in ll'its animal monstrosity. I knew it-
was one and the same thing. The animal mind was
now the animal form, and yet the divine principle of
the soul remaining. I also saw grief, shame, regret,
remorse—and, withal, miserable longings for the past
enjoyments of her miserable career. Oh, that memory
could cease forever! if its death in my mind were |
but to close all ocollection of this loathsome but pit.-':’
cous apparition. I wept; I am now conscious, even at
this distant heur, that I did weep in sgomzmg sympa-
thy over this self-degraded being, and I fancy that the IE
wretched creajor of her own sphere wept too. Her
voice was softer, and I fanced her form less repulsive, as
I heard her say—

««] am not'in heaven nor in hell, Geraldine ; only
in the spheres!| T have made my own sphere—it is
that of the sensualist—a Spirit-home for human souls
with animal prpensities. Every vice has its sphere,
Geraldine: Lust, avarice, passion, pride, murder. The
hypocrite is in them all ! All sinners are hypoerites!
They do not dread to commit vice; they only fear to
have it known. Oh, could they bw appear on earth as
they do in the spheres, they would not dare to make
themselves the loathsome things they must become! On
earth, Geraldine, you look upon mankind as they ap-
pear; in the spheres, as they are; and as they are, so
is their heaven and hell. Did ye mark that monstrous,
brutish thing that led the “?rawls” yonder?—dancing
with a woman more ab}eclz low and vile than the gut-
ters of your most degraded cites could send forth. That
monstrous image once wore a royal crown, and bore the

Eingland am'tuaus raalm .

gan to speculate, with something very like dismay,
upon the precipitate aet into which my frenzy of fear
had hastened me. It was with only a dim perception
that T was indeed Lord L.s wife, that I quitted my
dressing-room, about half-past seven, and hastened to
join my newly-made bridegroom in the saloon.

«He was not there! The chaplain was standing in
the balcony alone! Where was my lord? I inquired.
A valet handed me a sealed letter—it was Ais hand-
ting! To this day I have no memory of the action by
which T broke the seal and perused these words:

«t Dearest Geraldine—An engagement of the deep-
est importance, and paramount necessity, will detain
me from your side for one hour. I could not speak of
it earlier, because it might have robbed me of the joy
of calling you my wife; but even in this unlooked for
happiness, the call of duty and honor must be obeyed.’

«Of the hours that followed, I have no distinet per-
ception. Qur friend, the chaplain, with more compos-
ure than I, in my utter wretchedness, retained, sent out
spies in all divections to trace, and if possible to arrest,
what we both felt assured was intended, namely, a duel.
These efforts were at length successful—successfal in so
far as tracing the evidence that a duel kad been fought
—for there, with his cold, dead face upturned to the si-
lent stars, in a remote corner of my own park, lay the
lifeless form of my late hushand !

“That night, at one o’clock, 1 sat by his cold corpse,
pondering on the fearful revelation of the preceding
night ; the fatally fulfilled prediction, and the possible
condition of the spirit of the duellist, killed by the
husband of a woman whom he had seduced.”

The above details were furnished from the lips of the
heroine of the strange history. Her singular fortunes
had often been the subject of public comment; her
hasty marriage with one of the most notorious roues of
the day; his awful death, on the very night of his wed-
ding—that death coming from the hands of his most
familiar friend, whose wife he had basely betrayed—the
whole eventful story, crowned by the noble widow’s sub-
gequent union with an humble clergyman, who resided
in her family as chaplain, all contributed to render her,
for many years, an object of public curiosity, interest
and scandal. When I saw her, now four or five years
ago, she was a very old woman, leading a solitary and
austere life, in her gloomy mansion of evil and super-
natural report, from which, it seems, she had never
strayed during the course of her long life.

She told me that her existence, strange and solitary
as it appeared, had been entirely colored by a vision,
occurring to her in very early life. She expressed her
entire belief in the possibility of the return and appear-
ance of departed souls; and in a moment of confiden-
tial intimacy, assured me that she held frequent and
salutary intercourse with the Spirits of the dead. But

| it was from the lips of a domestic, who had for many
 me | years qu;o}ad har undivided oanﬁeionoe, that I learned
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