


























American Academy Of Asian Studies

What promises to become an important historical development in the
cultural relations between the East and the West has just come into being
with the establishment of the American Academy of Asian Studies. This
is a graduate school dedicated to developing international understanding
between Americans and the peoples of Asia. Quite naturally and logically
this institute is located in the cosmopolitan city of San Francisco where
America has established its strongest cultural link with the Orient.

This is no mere “letter head” institution. It is not just a dream, pro-
jected by one or more idealists, awaiting actualization. It is already a func-
tioning institution with an advisory board and a faculty made up of inter-
nationally known figures in the field of education in particular and in
world affairs in general. The Advisory Board includes Carlos P. Romulo,
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Philippines; Robert D. Sproul, President,
University of California; J. E. Wallace Sterling, President, Stanford Uni-
versity; Madame Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, Ambassador from India; Asad
Al-Faquih, Ambassador from Saudi-Arabia; and Luang Vichtr Vadakarn,
Former Minister Foreign Affairs, Thailand.

Among the faculty members is Judith Tyberg, Ph. D., who is recog-
nized as one of the ablest Sanskrit scholars in America. In recognition of
her work in this and related subjects, she was granted a two-year scholar-
ship by Benares University for further studies along her chosen specialty—
of which she took full advantage, thus providing her with yet richer expe-
rience for teaching the courses assigned her in Sanskrit, Hinduism, the
Bhagavadgita, the Veda and the Upanishads.

Dr. Frederick Spiegelberg, a member of the Department of Asian
Studies at Stanford University, is director of Indian and Tibetan studies.
In this field he is supported by Dr. Haridas Chudhuri of India and the
Tibetan Llama, Tokwan Tada. Prof. Allen W. Watts, whose recent book
The Supreme Identity is reviewed in this issue, conducts a class in Bud-
dhism and another in comparative Psychology, East and West; also an
Integrating Seminar.

The work of the Academy commenced on the day of the last Vernal
Equinox, March 20th. Very obviously, this date was chosen in the light of
the Ancient Wisdom which the Academy will do so much to restore to the
world, particularly the Occident. No more favorable time can be found for
launching any new undertaking than the Spring Equinox when the Gates
of Aries open and the zodiacal Hierarchhy that presides over the begin-
ning of things pours out the creative energies that give growth to whatever
is then conceived, formulated or put into action.

“The emphasis on the spiritual background of all aspects of life in the
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