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To B# a Spiritual** 1s to Know Spiritaalism as a Science, to Aceept It as a Pblosophy, to Practice It as a Religion.

FACTS REGARDING MODERN
SPIRITUAL1ISM AND ITS TEACHINGS

B)r 1Uv. B w. SprefM

Kart» rrmtln fscti wbatever we may B H H *b«.
A trulh R alway* | trutli whcthrr accrpted B B
jttrtcd by u* Whbat sxe fhink ahuOt H SUR H
*wi doein't SB about. This appli» to Spirituatinn
and to |vtry oihtr truth.

We dfd'lIf qurtlion» »<Tw»rilin| ta evidvoc* s» ter*
rcceived in ncsrly ail thing* eiftpiiin tome Hg
tictifar bnndi of TW 0j)’, *M(jdtrn Spirituali*w H
tifhrr (rtir or il i» iwn trur, If il i*iror, B i» tlw
(rraitil irutb of ait, ffiw il relate* t» ibr future
etrrnal welfsre of ail mankind. If il t» not irttr H
fa the mot! rotoeial of ail drluitoni.

Jiveryonc muai admit that if il lia* nliM itlri
the fart of communication hetwrew thr living and
tbe so-called drid, it i» ce’tainlv an ail important
fuct, No one who fa in doubt
in regard to s future iife for
msnkind or believe» in rternal
puniihmrnt for the ainncr, can
look upun thé cold form of a
dccesaed loved one without
stiffrring thr grcatr»! agony of
ipirit, ai unnumbrrcd million»
well know.

Ixive leek* to apan the dark
nlij's* to daim ils oen. The
angnlth of ipirh causes uninid
millions to go down on their
knees and pleadingly pray God
for light <mthe lubject, utuaily
ending with the faint hopc and
earneit appeal to the great givrr
of life thai it may be well with
their dear departed tovrd onc»

Oh, the great grief, the an*
guisl) and torrow with which
one turnt away from the form
of hii darling left atone in the
Fold gravel Word* can not
portray the agouy of a lovin*
eoui deprived of tta bgloved one
by death.

Other retigioni have sought rarucitly io reltcvg
the»e torrowing one* and to comfort thrtn and have
accompliihed a great deal with certain classe* of
tnituis, and much crédit i* dur them for it; but their
comfort came from the traditkmal records of the
rcturn of the ipiritt of the dead in ancient days; and
people of analytical niimls and clcar perceptions
wcerce not sstisfird with the testimoniet of ancient
and tmknown writers. Their nature* detnanded more
recent and more rcasonahlc, as well a* more substan-
tinl and scientific proof of the supposed facta on
which the old religions were hased.

Then, perhapt in amwer to the unnumhcred prav-
ers of ail mankind. Modem Spiritualism came, hring-
ing ils natural, rcasonable. positive and scientific
démonstrations of the future life for mankind. It
brought the proof of its truth, so complété and so
unquestionable that it appealed and continues to
appeal to and satisfy ail classes of unprejudiced
mtndt, and this is why it is so poputar among the
scientists and other clcar thinkers of today. This
is the rcason why Spiritualism ha* encompassed the
entire civilized world in so brief a titne and is grow-
ing so rapidly at the présent time.

Spiritualism appeal» to tbe thinker. It nliriti
«br béons of the beresvwd. lu bcautiful,
natural and cptrituai pWktaopby fill* tbe soll wtth
jag. itlumirnrirr the vissait, reveal» the gtory 4 kft
in tbe different «phere* and promise» mankind im-
mortality. i

fis tcachmg* of final universal salvatton for ait
frijtoftfedj B —ngrisl and am r ending opporumity
for moral grourth ami «iritwal attaitMwm foc every
mil, H aftec demh. put* i different coloriog ou
ag tkigl «tm «atrauri with tbe tkguuuk tcach-
ings «f Christian Fwdttnmuii»m and Ms terrible
fwtriwi «f sicmal p—i*hmmt.

Tbe bbwsed H B «f Spiritualism five «or a
une vision ad lift bere and berealter, and a Higher
aatl Inter opmia of the Creator than do tbe oM
rreeé* it Ails tbe «roiverse wiih love and light by
fiiling tbe rndividual with tuvr-laden knowledge con*

(Commmé in Cohwnfl 9)

PILGRIMS OF SPIRITUALISM
Rst. and Mrs. L W. Sprague

Klsewhcre in this nunher of Tut Nationai. Sm*
itvaljst St have toM of tbe sudden paaaing to the
Spirit World of Mrs. Sprague )ust & we went to
press. Rev. and Mrs. Sprague had bern married for
sixty-one ycars. For more than fifty of tbose ycars
they have bcen actively engaged tu Spiritualistic work.
For ihirteen ycars they served the N. S. A. &S
National Mission»ries and rendered splendid service
to the Cause. Mrs. Sprague aras a very fine Message
Bcarcr and Healer . She passcd away suddenly on
Wednesday nsorninK, Feb. |, at their home m Grand
Rapid*. Rev. Thomas Grimshaw, Director of Morris
Pratt Institute, conducted the Transition Service.
Fricnds from many sections of the country expressed
their kindly thought* and sympathy in IMESSages and
ftowers.

Rev. Sprague is knonm to Spiritualists everywliere
hecause of his srritings. His numerous books and
pamphlets are constantly in demand by many, and ail
may wel! read them, not only with pieaiure but with
much profit to himself as well.

ceming ooeself, his future and truths abundant as
revealed by Spirit».

The rrli*** of Spiritualism is a religion of love,
a religion of hfc, teaching, guiding, leading mortals
mto higher psths of unfoldment and aiding in their
préparation to enter the higher life.

Spiritualité»» is not a. religion of death and cternal
punikhment. It i»a religion of life and cternal progres-
sion. Spiritualism hastem and is Milla help to science
tu k-ading many materialistic scientists to carry their
mearche» farthrr than juu to the tomh. Now many
of them arc exteoding their rcscarche» into the
»pirit rralm». Spiritualum ha» done much in chattg*

thr rrligiitu» brlirfs of the World, It has rc-
placed hot»r, faith, and Iwlief with the truc know!*
edge of life after death, and in this it is daily in*
Cfeating its power and redeeming the world from its
territilr erroneous hetiefs.

It ha» eliniinated from the mitidi of millions the
belief tn an angry God and a
literal burning hcll. Spiritual-
ism is not dogmatic It aceept»
truth for authority and reaiou
as its interpréter, while ortho*
dox Qtriitianity aceept» the
Bible at authority and Chris-
tianity mioistcri as ils ititer-
prrters, and their creed» are
hitirhing posti to which thése
interpréter» aie clumed. j

the humait tnind the fear of
death, and prove» that the Su-
ealled dead livr ami returit to
communicafe with their tnved
une* of earth. It lirais the |ick
{nth mentally and phyiicully,
H tradiés that naturs'i ,iaws
rule in the spirit world, that the
spirit world U as natural and a*
tangible to spirit as thf» world
is to us mortals/ It prove» to
us that we are spirit» Uving
now in a section of the spirit
world and that every net, mo-
tion, or manifestation of ours
i» a spirit manifestation and that such phenomena art
impossible ol explanation as are the phenomena of
the spirit tganoe romn.

We can not expiant hnw we produce these phenom-
ena. The act of thinking it spirit phenomena, and
no thioker is ablc to 011 how lie thinks, or why ha
can flot 'top tliiukip/. We do not know bon,,
lift a hand, how we see tltings, how we hcar, f«el<
smdl, or taste, though mg enjoy doilig ait of these'
things. The wiséfct pt-rson can not explain how bc
produces these natural phenomena. And stili tha
sooffer» at Spirituallmm ask "Hoiv can they come
back whea they are dead with an incredulous -<mile
and a twinklc in their eye that phtinly ssys “I'Jow
kve have got you.” Poor sodls! They have Jtot yct
Jearned that they themteives arc spirit* Mtr and in
thinking this thought and atking this question they
are producing spirit phenomena that is jOst ai im-
postibie of explsuiation as any occurring in Spirit-
ualism.

Ail Spiritualiits should pity the unbelrver ratlier
than blamé him. No one is to be btamed for what
he does not know, although he may be blamed
sometimes for not trying to inform himself. One
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«©eM jot gesr dergyvne. iteaer
32 c¢rvpaafcT «ah Spirdnaiss» or egcesed to k.
«mU vase » anc”pse k se as t» be adfc » a |
0s Ae saugect. i s_ mniscers of tac
«ho fstv aoc rr*ec~ - S:L.::ai-.'3 woEW

m wjMMii g: taaesUT- y it uiilr, egtscie
a i AiniiigMj and Uki kS tbhor cnapcpaoB twW
—v5; tht «iwlt trsrh. ad anshung Ne tkc jask.
ibty «aii ara tk aie oc Qvaua =+Hsss:
hrgtjy te ks No & atei look
ror sadk a T"«** M kok a yreos. he w be-
Sw a acre fppmnrhrng sk tdat « kt Qra& aar
wig k TcafRitd tna ks tnhr spvirval jaai-

nct oc ik suskifol —ifiiinlip M Jea. Wkn
tisas a at ocoaes. tk ararér*rg? oi ereraal |wr*f<T'rf
a kB «S k ttryil w the tockap of Speéa-

regartSrg sis; aaJr. fee: aa are bk perr-
ki /or tkrir sas kt are ahm$ nlrivmly pon-
ki bytheirat asaattn! cascgaaoc. Xarmai
nr garma al Dnag «a»{ caows saferitt

w0 2 a»

SPIRITUAL1ISM IN MODERN JAPAN

Sjoatsi «f Jfr. IP. daa, Arjiinf o/ Er Jafm~
eor S>nf|r y r Psydkic Stirmcr al (k Jafcranfwaf
C—jrrjj o/ Sfria>uli. Sefinmker, j¢jt, mm “Sfo -
aMiiaa a JM m JImfmmJ*

Lafe aad Gcakan:

It afaii ae tk pake fitun :0 Ine tins
ppcm rrT ai s”cakki as the fine ikkpk of
Japon befere tk aetdf of tk pnaraat spiritnal-
rsts tu» lait» cauris. The safeyea of ray Q&
k tk Sfaifniilila sa Modem Japon oi «hkh 1
aa aonr goag a ad atkt briedy, bol as ckarf»
as pmiia. «khan tk short tiw aiiovred a t

Voa star al kaov tkat the Botoradee of Japon
és 190 aaried aa cpoch in de Japanese kistory.
It gave ksth an New Japon, and aeicrcd St eakely
ira» OU Japon. Tke oU Japon vas tk vorli oc
m ifea and caognatihwb «acre kssw c pttraik]jl
oew reason and tke tradatiaanl fahhs k r readdy
anefad. The peopie mi oU Japon aook in "*«m«
gnesticn Sinacaia% «kick pnpdhilj £ the aaxstar
raikp. «r Bnhhan saeeskt noiU lo snSt
the Japanese K k Secnre froan axsy fereign ida-
cvee. tky sertlaisp a ptaxfal bat «*m ga sia-
pie Sic. If propngatod at tkat tiw, tke SpirimaSsae
ne al noor vuwtain m dd hne fonnd bat a investi
pned vay kim H for in factdnoa al Japanese
peapie of tkat tiw ooay he o U *~piiilniliil

Sow ailk «j. “The Japanese peapie are pan-
deSts as other prapies in de Orient, and hecanmc
H dnr ladk mi fadh in the Beng der
can notin a trac sensé ke rellrd SpnienalistsJ* Thas
H gale a onstaloe. The.anhandemanding. 1 dod,
m dne H .At |Hng &aiomee of nae pnejndfced
Régnants of de «catra coratries. Ptitly tpeab-
ag, the Japanese peapie hne aach faitk as aaty at
de sane tiw be caled pnvdaatasad asw o -
tkna. Thés aap snaad rm*nA~w*imj bot » reai-
H dneH an incTMWrtrnry bd su s tke tvn issu
| Japon For Ae highest sywdvd of wndnp of

aodnt bot
Baddksa aed

tke ianwt aenkr of k m ) nsn
God I fkiitwltj ifbalirrliiri »
Best» | Gonfatoansa;;» odtr il k de
iiioi fald% w of tke Uanuse. Other objecte
Tkopernsno-hoaipoan

). sigaif» naintj tke ancestral or »-

W heAer are adanrd bp tke nw
H spartes, tkey axe in mj opinion

had dns km B iansV ng forte for
nid Japon vaCu it iost its boid vpav
on de nadanl chanee exeated k
ohen dre vesterv arC ads
cnwtry. The ,mdrrial progrés
and Awrica omer a cnntidrnWr
terefabn | the nnde-
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poin of siew it has « tr bearde uni-
*fa vid and bnrren taodL Tke Sr*riMaksnL ok Sk
15 s£17 espased te> snerc crEtkisc; a i treated midi
<Esda* m a Tarions dsncuons eocs » Enrape and
Ancna, oenld knd »nch noce adknities in la”“aa
vhere die GenenHneac U “hscdneelp heeAess t> *k
select and no iaktest is talcen on il bp «Mer et-
% N kts or vn.inlii. nés. It » no vonder. there-
tore. if the general pdfic can renain pne ndicr-
cbk te» art spiritoal wnewnt png an » the vest.

Tkrre is. bcvewr, no pnestion Aat Ae peopie
caant iar loag kr Irft 2 s»A aaatnral and aband
CSWAEKML W Uk tkey pnd nn alieaion to Ae cx-
iaemae mi spirits. Ae latte* seewd te* be aarlang
te» indnena. ftean the ether wecrSi. winrti is
prt.lions5Se irmm the tact tkt dvaag tkese kfty
jears wap pooerfai McdSws inpirei and k ft
de peopie veO paaaled ont Tarions pnychic phe-
aonaeva d p pradneed. 1 an noo p n | to pire
the aaw of a tjpical ont of dese aednns. and
s i speak un krieip iknl her Sfe.

U » Tosie Osanaaai: The psyckir faodtp Miss
Ghanaan posKssed vas tnt tke nesait of kard tnas-
ing; il vas kora in her. Pbpaadh. ske oas veR
derelmed and keaHhp as crel as Innvftiftd in for»
TTii
»inw daly and seldo» a scanly a»«MC af tan fraiit-
Ereipthiog she tnok had to he rav; créa a emf of
rar» vafcr. ohen k”oted alibinlr. vas rcansted
s soc» as it passed her throat aad cansed her a
revendons saScng far scierai daps. She »  said
o créa mait blond » sack a case. The gaeerest
kag ahovt her oas tkat ske aérer cracawd.

The recegwnion of M i» Osanaaai as a ponerin!
Hedhan oas iitibiichrd mmamg her fnd» md
hiends » 1990; and fran tkat tiw for abnt Sf*
mm ysars» n ti IPV», rbea ske Soi at de &ge et
ierty-kre. she oas voted as sadb hy peopie arannd
nr. She possessed rery strong and raiied intiLun»-
Vk fvddr | H relater noo sow of tke ak-
Hrn»! pheocHvena pradnoed bp hcr.

B Prophétie Faraky: Mdés Osasnan ccndd al-

| pce » a nnnliliwi ao» appenring ta bave faim
hto a deep fiance, a tendy and dtar ansocr tes anp
i|]i iilim p» te» her eces on dnp oocvmng »
fotnre. Her Jauphrry on Cina-Japancse War »
1S99; tke pie«ions renr of de oar. vas a 0eo0
L w ii fact a group of peopie of tkaf fine.

I Acral Mnsac: Whben in trance. rery often tboe
oas keazd in tke air far aboie ker keod espe-
ss* snmir. » nkkk de sowds of Saie, a sort of
flifiidrr karp and also a bdl harnanoosly *e"
rjpd. Tke pkraosnenen oas befiered » be de sign
of de appraack ot gods. and tkey sac thai “ **r
ti— » tke Jalers ocre sarprsed bp tins plujuaacna
vkle ske oas at tke Tvragaoka Jau onder
tke 7 Arfr™™ °f frand.

B PhenoBtenon of Apports: Ske also skoved ker
aarcelons puver in nnubag books. darw . sefr
ijM ad nrioe «ber objecta. *o tkose vko asked
ber for sack apports. | oonld SbWiate as tke

« k»

record Inrabw |*vinw™ hr reanarbabie pover
in pmdscng ipai meScaae rA n cnxply glass
bottlev

Hcr patients rrenld cow te» ask for vuEu k bp

li» irwi IrimT «f osdr a sgsaS pantttr of «an.
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nce i" " .. her dnrkag tke isspssitf.cefess, and
the aras kaaBr aepneaed « de geonidhof inadkciw
iiiMiiit. In tke- jprsof tT IM ske trsnoced to
~“hahn vhere the ataped at ker c-rmacr'Se xlcre her
dnornal farvbj sa ydfiM iade Onic Ajmki
*e* the once a«R aaé tm oafcego tkt  cTfcrenee
of pofioe. Accesed of bensg a srrinAer. Ae vos
titu! hi Ae Destna Conct nf Kohe. hs de Ccofe
of Jsstace. kaiiu. befnre the jade and ether
jadno! cdners. ske soooeeded in prodneing as asaal
s®* brono fijpnd wdkiae vidan an enptp borde
Ir~f N h. Tkis, mi onagse; ande «rerpbodp peen*
cni O eeddeas vih astanslnaaM. and she vas cnw-
s*ipifdj pravonneed gndtless « tke syoe. She passed
oner ia Num aint, nos; and her nsnns veee knried
in her aadre prorinoe. vhete a candi Ariae. acnr
ctindc to oownesaarale her vaeanbfp sonL
Tins record cksady points o» tkat hddad the
mtirifilin.ii and wvnridlj jcaraai» of nevr hpan
thene <bl renwned hH 6g de spirind eicwst of
oid Japon vbick vas v«S lalnlef in de aknadant
ahnoraal pkevoanena wi »iial. ia Japon irov ancaw
taons throogho» the oonatry, and an accnanf «f
Tcinch the peryie vers prend ai Aireapivi&'caSim

nder indHfcnoe attihnde et Jéqoaese pesogir tes».
vords ~pstifiliilw Cor de pnst kalf a «nwi H
portly the rtartin of tke bhnd hefief of old dsys
«ni abo vttftwdle to the radkal change tkat re-
posred al attention et tke peopie for a tiw » tke
nsakral sade of thongs.

W haterer de reason or the par kistory of Japon
mmj be. it xs « ident tkat the Spnknitioo » présent
Japon kas an sofid fu—doin» and » the lyatenstic
sindi. il es ngniuiff far befaind tk» & Enghnd.
Fiance. Aanarica and ether coontras- The fan or-
caonacd bofr of Spion&t$ of nev Japon mffemsed
» Tokyo ahni Aorty ycars ago » Ae vtw of

“‘Skwhahai.* Tke foidm of Ae society rtre
Mr. K. Miiinoon Dr. S. Mifahe and ccher vB
ti— i ndhofaerr and teSgionsits of tbat tnoe. They

pdfided an Otgan of Ae society, vbick <hd M h's
mor d»— a fev ycars. Prof. T. Fnknxai of Ae

stvdy on Ae sdttct
Prof. Foknrai vas Srst ntuvsaed in tke stndy of
hypnotisa bnt giadnaly tnraed bis faera attoCn» te»
PgAc Plraw B . He »ade an ejleasiTe «ndy on
Qldnonace viA sack Mccfinas as Mrs. Nagao.
M is Ififone, Mrs. Takahashi. Mr. Mita, «ko «ere
.g wtS iwvn for *b»r reasarkable psyduc facrsl-
ties amevg tke Spiritnalists. Tkese Mediws vrae
pot to rery seine tests, and asy l«d* as veO
as tn&tvcerthy records vere takn by TtmL FtAarat
to préne dtir gawiinriK» as OainwcaBSs. Bot
Ae and prejafited yoidic of tkat (ne «dd
aot bekere in tke Fsydac Pbenowno. P tol Hh»-
rai had cooseqamdy tbh stand *e »«»* ~Jap allutec
t-tt; bis co-votkers in Ae aarerstiy and
snere s E. avspapers and mng*nar*. and
«as faaDy forced to kne Ae chair in 1*11- Tk* ra-
ham caaed on tke ether ha” Ae «wertble
of tke fo Médian»- Mrs. Nagao andlMm
ififone- and ckecked the gro«A of ' <* Sp«V-
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ualism in new Japan for several years, until 1923,
when a powerful new society was organiser! in Tokyo
to pnrsue the study on Psychic Phehomena. This
organisation is no other than the Society for Psychic
Science which 1 am now leading.

In 1923, Japan underwent a terrible disaster in the
Great Earthquake that devastated its capital city,
Tokyo, and its vicinity, but in' spite of this heavy
material blow, the nation had its greatest blessing
from the spiritual point of view in having thus the
foundation for its future spiritual progress laid. At
least 1 can say that it was given the opportunity by
the society to introduce here its spiritual side to
the Psychic Scientists and Spiritualists of the world.

Only a short time has been spent in Japan on
systematical Spiritual study, and we can not say
as yet ail of its psychical phenomena are scien-
tifically elassified or studied, but, as far as | can
see at présent, there appears to be a great différence
between the Médiums of the west and east (including
Japan and other oriental countries) with regard to
their faculty and strength. While those of the west
are willing to be put to test and show various
astounding results in laboratories, those of the Orient
would not use their power except for moral or prac-
tical purposes. It is needless to say that scientific
tests are most important, but at the same time the
students should not try to put every Medium into
his own mould, as both extremities will certainly
incur a great loss in the course of the study. | will
now give a few powerful Médiums which Japan
has at présent, and which might interest you to
know of.

Mr. S. Uchida, whose psychic faculty | have been
testing for these two years, is a résident of Okazaki
City. He possesses three kinds of faculties at
présent. The first is the phenomenon of Apports.
Small piéces of métal or stone are gathered in his
hand during his short trance. | héve brought here
as samples a few stones which were given me in this
way. The second is the phenomenon of creating
audible sounds in the air -simply by moving hands.
\Vhen, in trance, he shakes his hand, there is pro-
duced in the air sounds of electric discharge. The
third is trance speaking. He is an illiterate man and
cannot write even his own name properly, but in
spite of his ignorance, often he gives lectures dur-
ing trance on the illegible Buddhist scriptures, even
quoting some long passages difficult to remember.

Mrs. G. Nakanishi is also a Trance Medium whose
faculty is specially intended for practical purposes.
She is capable pf remaining in trance for several
hours at a stretch, and during the interval she diag-
noses her patients in wiiom she can find even internai
diseases within a few minutes. She can easily speed
to a distant place to investigate things and trace
fugitives. In our numerous tests with her for the
past several months, she showed her remarkably
good faculties in ail such phenomena.

Prof. R. Nakao is now filling a chair in the Osaka
Technical College. He is an excellent Clairvoyant,
which faculty he discovered in himself several years
ago. Recently he practices it on every Sunday to meet
the wishes of his clients. He published a book on
his expériences last year, calling it "Tosi to sono
Jiturei” (Clairvoyance and its examples). He illus-
trates in the book the typical instances of his clair-
voyant phenomena selected from over 5,000 cases he
treated. It contains many interesting examples.

Mr. M. Arafuka is a noted business man of Osaka.

I 1% af présent running a linen factory. Not only is

. a «na« of business but also of learning. About

wr years ago, he found himself possessing the fac-

fty of trance speech and also able to do automatic
yfctyy  His family and friends became doubtful

f h» sanity on account of the Psychic Phenomena

by him, and he himself could not be con-

m p U0 own faculty for a considérable length

tfme. 1 came to know him in December last
after the repeated tests found in him an
faculty. His Control announces
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himself by the name of Michiotninomihoio, who was
the assistant to the Emperor Jimmu, the first ruler
enthroned in the Japanese Empire. Whosoever he
may be, | confess that | am quite astounded at his
keen and profound knowledge of the ancient Japa-
nese history and the origin of Shintoism. | believe
1 am not exaggerating when | say that through the
explanations of this spirit, the Kojiki, the oldest
Japanese Scripture, came to show its true, deep
meanings which have never been revealed. My
deeper study on Mr. Arafuka is yet to corne, but
there is no room for doubt that lie is one of the
most promising Médiums Japan has at présent.

These Médiums are not professional. They are
ail ardent students of Psychic Phenomena who arc
willing to render services to others for their wel-
fare. There are in Japan, besides these psychics,
numerous professional Médiums, who like those in
the west, are showing their psychic faculties in heal-
ing, fortune-telling, etc. Their powers are varied
in type, but can be roughly elassified as Buddhistic
incantations and prayers, Shinto charms, trance-
speech, kiai (spellbinding shout), tinkon (a Shinto
practice of méditation), the western hypothic treat-
ments, etc., etc. Such psychics count thousands in
number within Tokyo City only. Some of them
possess quite strong power and could satisfy people
often in showing good results against diseases in-
curable by the modem medical treatment. Ail of
them, however, can not be admitted genuine, as very
few of them have undergone the scientific investi-
gation and treatment. Our Society for Psychic
Study is now endeavoring to make experiments on
the popular ones among these psychics and take sta-
tistics, and | think it possible that we may submit
to you a précisé report on them within a few years.

Apart from these numerous mediumistic facul-
ties there are in Japan some peculiar Psychic Phe-
nomena that cannot be overlooked. It is shown in
the disciples of mysticisms of various kinds and
occult sciences. Most of these men are leading the
solitary life _gf hermit,s amidst, mountains. They shun
society. It is therefore rather difficult to put them
under the strict scientific tests in the laboratory, but
it does not stand to reason that these psychics can be
left untouched. It will mean a great loss to the
development of Spiritualism, for the Psychic Phe-
nomena produced by such people and also those
occurring around them appear often too marvelous
and significant to be passed over simply as absurd or
mysterious.

Our study on such psychics may still be insuffi-
cient, but I am able now to introduce to you a few
of them.

Mr. Saikinan, born in Chosen (Corea), was once
a Government Official in the district, from which post
he resigned more than ten years ago to devote his
whole life to the spiritual pursuit. From child-
hood, he had been an earnest student of occult doc-
trines and also of Chinese mysticism, and since free-
ing himself of his professional yoke, he shut himself
up in Kongozan, a high mountain in Chosen. He gave
up eating cooked meals, taking daily only seven
pieces of pine-bark biscuits. He had lived full ten
years in this way. In June last year, however, he
proceeded to try to live simply on air. He then
climbed up Hpkutozan, an uninhabited high moun-
tain situated in the boundary between Chosen and
Manchuria, where, alone, he succeeded in observing
his fast for one hundred days. From that time he
never has taken anything except water. He no
longer dwells in the mountain, but is traveling on
foot through Chosen. Though healthy, he is now
in his fifty-ninth year, but does not appear even a
trifle tired after thirty to forty mile walk a day.
He believes he will be able to live on earth until he is
three hundred and fifty years old. His future is an

interesting riddle laid before us.
Mr. S. T. is personally known to me as a friend.
He is a graduate of an American college and now
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member of Kobc .Municipal As He aise

and came in contact with SENN1NS for these several
years. lhe SENNIN is a peculiar being found only
in the eastern countries, such as India, China, Japan,
etc. These beings are considercd to hdve altaincd the
longevity of from several hundred to a thousahd
years through extensive spiritual trainings. These
men do not show their forms except to those wbom
they select as their disciples. Mr. T. says that he
meets from time to time eight SENNINS in a
secret place of a mountain, where he stays with
them from three days to a week and gets himself
instructed and trained during the interval under the
guidance of these men. As far as their appearance
is concerned, these eight men are said to look like
the people of ancient times in their old fashioned
robes, but when they walk their easy and swift gait
reveals that they feel no weight of body. They show
no difficultés in dimbing steep peaks or passing over
precipitous cliffs. Mr. T. is also presenting a great
puzzle to be solved.

Mr. H. Togawa is an illiterate old man over sixty
living in the county of Isé. When he was nine
years old he was made the disciple of a TENGU,
a mysterious being in the Astral Plane, who is con-
sidered to be spiritually inferior to a SENNIN.
From time to time, this TENGU pays calls on him
and takes him along to travel different places. He
says he can pass over several hundred miles in a
very short time when he is with this non-human
guide. He is often given by this strange being
various but rather common objects, books, scrolls
or offerings to shrines, such as rice-cakes, dried
fishes, fruit, sweet-meats, etc. To Mr. Togawa, the
TENGU looks simply like an old man of noble ap-
pearance, but nobody else is able to see the form
of this supernatural being.

In Japan, there are many other people who are
under such mysterious expériences. There has ap-
peared, however, as yet in Japan no great mister
who can electrify the world by his spiritual eminence
and shut up once for ail the sceptics and materialists.
But it would be too hasty a conclusion to décidé that
no such genius will corne out in future among the
people of the Orient, the cradle of old faith and re-
ligion. It is beyond doubt of the utmost importance
that one go deep in the Psychic Phenomena by sci-
entific investigations in the laboratory for laying the
foundation of true knowledge and for developing
that line of study which shall make Spiritualism
universally admitted. But at the same time | think
it is not less important to préparé the way for
the coming among us of a highest class master
who with his prééminent power can thoroughly con-
vince people of the Great Truth and let them find
no room for argument. It is my firm belief that
we must aim at the perfection of these two sides of
the subject to attain our object, which is to see
Spiritualism reigning over the world.

| feel it an urgent call of the time that the peo-
ples of the West and East should try to keep a closer
contact and endeavor together to produce the domi-
nant power in Spiritualism by developing each its own
strong side. This international meeting of Spiritual-
ists held once in three years is without question of
considérable value, but | believe we are now in an
age when our more and stronger cooperative efforts
are required. Will it not be possible for the Spir-
itualists of every nation to establish together a
world-wide organisation, say the World Spiritualists
Association, and begin the great spiritual movement
throughout the world in general. | am positively
sure that you ail will agréé with me even if | go so
far as to say that the responsibility for World Peace
and Civilization lies on the shoulders of us ail, the
advocates of Spiritualism.
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In several of these Letters | have taken advantage
of the prérogatives of age and given advice to our
young speakers as to what they should teach on our
platform. In this Letter | wish to point out some
things they should not teach.

In doing this | would not be understood as saying
that the tabooed ideas are wicked or harmful, but
that they are not true. | say this on the highest of
ail authority—that is, on their incongruity with basic
ideas which have been established by the clearest
and strongest of evidence. For the highest test of
truth that can be applied to any proposed idea is,
Does it harmonize with ail the other things that we
know—not guess at or hope for, but know?

Once in a while, then, we Spiritualists must exam-
ine the evidence for some of these incongruous ideas,
and détermine whether it is sufficient to establish the
idea or not, and consequently whether we must
modifv some of our ideas which we have hitherto
regarded as basic in the science and philosophy of
Spiritualism. Of course, before we get to comparing
any proposed idea with our fundamentals, we must
first détermine if there is sufficient evidence to sup-
port such idea even if it stood alone in a logical
vacuum. As a matter of fact nothing ever does
stand alone in the Universe. We must remember
always that ail truth is harmonious; every bit of
truth fitting perfectly with every other bit, no matter
from what part of the Universe, or front what Zone
thereof, they may corne. While, then, we must test
our scales for weighing new ideas, from time to
time, to see that they are accurate, in the mean-

time in our daily work we must use them as they
are: that is, we must weigh every idea in a proposed
philosophy by seeing, first if it does by itself have a
factual basis, and then by balancing it with those
ideafi which we know are factual and hold as basic
in our science and philosophy.

We often read in excerpts from lectures by those
tinctured with Theosophy that Jésus, Buddha, and
others designated as “Masters.” were “sent” to earth
to teach certain truths. Now, this is lightly glided
over, without realizing that to be sent implies pre-
vious existence as an entity. There isnt the slightest
bit of evidence that there is such a thing as re-
embodiment of the human spirit. Ail the leading
Controls, the best Teachers, of our best Médiums
who have studied the question in the Zones beyond,
are unanimous in their opinion that no evidence at
ail exists that a spirit once released from the physi-
cal body ever enters the body of an infant, before or
after birth, and lives an earthly life again. None of
them has ever seen a spirit who daims he ever was
re-embodied. None has ever seen one who ever
heard another spirit make that claim. Ail the accounts
we read of, of persons being familiar with strange
cities in strange countries, of expecting to see a
statue or fountain of a definite type in the next
square, and sensing the scene as familiar, ail this
is clearly explainable by impressionalistic medium-
ship, without resort to any theory 6f re-embodiment.
Some spirit who was familiar with such scenes
accompanied the traveller and impressed him with
that sense of familiarity which he mistook for a re-
vived memory from a former incarnation. Let us
be careful that we don't let this idea creep into our
teachings.

We often hear our younger workers déclaré in
rounding out a burst of oratory that Jésus was the
greatest Melium that the world ever saw. Now, this
is not true. Jésus was a great Teacher, and was a
Medium, but this does not make him the greatest
Medium by any means. AU that we know of Jésus’
mediumship is found in the Gospel stories, and if
these stories are true, and disregarding the alleged
miracles which in no wise indicate mediumship, and
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which are so innately improbable as to be unbeliev-
able by any modem scholar, certainly the medium-
ship there displayed is not at ail extraordinary and
is paralleled by that of many of our leading Médiums
of the last eighty Vyears. His materiaiization and
appearance after the Crucifixion was not due to his
mediumship but to that of the disciples. 1 suppose
the account of a seance given our National Board by
Ada Bessinet, during the Toledo Convention and
published in The National Spiritualist shortly
afterward, discloses more mediumship, and in greater
variety, than do ail four of the Gospels. People for
centuries have worshiped the past, and have exag-
gerated men and events if only far enough away. Let
us not fall into the same error, but let us carefully
scrutinize the evidence before we put our stamp of
approval on extravagant statements. Let us as Spir-
itualists guard against being drawn into the outer
rings of the popular Whirlpool of superstition which
has raged about the personality of Jésus for so many
centuries.

Among the less intelligent classes of Spiritualists
there is a tendency to ascribe everything to the Spirit
World. Every little thing that happens about the
home is brought about by the Spirits. Every idea a
little keener and clearer than usual is inspired by
some Guide. The Spirits select the books to be read,
and those that must not be read, etc. They think
that the Spirit World exists merely to wait on them.
Their attitude toward the Spirits is much like that
of the less intelligent Catholics toward their Saints.

This of course is an entirely wrong attitude. The
people of the Spirit World are not our servants.
They are our friends. Mediumship is a co-operation.
Through impressionalistic mediumship cornes inspira-
tion. The desire of those attracted to us from the
Zones beyond is to stimulate and assist us to help
ourselves. It is not their purpose to live our lives
for us, to carry our burdens, and to perforin our
household duties. Let us do our best to eradicate
these really superstitious ideas, and to spread the
larger views, in accordance with the teachings of
the ablest Controls.

A few of our workers insist on having a large
Bible on the desk or table on the platform. They
insist on reading passages from it during the service.
This is not the proper use of the Bible in a Spirit-
ualist service. Our speakers should be familiar with
the Bible, as one of the classics, just as they should
be familiar with the Koran or the Gospels of Buddha.
If the lecture for the day is to be on a biblical sub-
ject, then of course the speaker should have a small
Bible to use, but there is no possible reason or excuse
for dragging the Bible into the service when the lec-
ture is to be on Clairvoyance or Materiaiization. And
if they are to have any book habitually on the plat-
form, they should have several of the world’s great
books, so that the audience may not be misled as to
our attitude toward the Christian Bible. We must
remember that we are living in a land where the
majority of the people are nominally Christians, and
where the majority of the Christian sects, officially
at least, regard the Bible as a book apart from ail
other books, as belonging to an entirely different
category of writings, as literally the Word of God.
For us to make any spécial use or display of the
Bible misrepresents completely the teachings of ail
the leading Controls of our best workers. It is like-
wise not quite honest, as it is an attempt to gain favor
or prestige or sympathy by false pretenses; and is just
as reprehensible as to obtain money or goods by false
pretenses.

These things we should urge our younger speakers
not to do. We should remind them to teach at ail
times only those things that are in perfect congruity
with the highest truths taught by the best Spirit
Teachers; for Spiritualism is what the Spirits teach!

In her interesting little volume entitled The
Either—Or of Spiritualism, Mrs. St. Oair Stabart
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launches forth into the following unanswerable argu-
ment :

If there is not and has never been communion with
those who have passed what meaning is there in the
épisode of the Transfiguration? TAnd what of the
Résurrection and the subséquent appearances ? These
constitute for Christians the most vital portion of
the Bible.

If communion with the dead is and has always
been impossible, then Jésus did not appear to the
women and to His disciples, and the whole Chris-
tian religion crumbles into nothingness, and, with it
everything else of value in the world.

Again, what of the religion of the Jews? We
have ample justification for asserting that Moses’
whole life’s mission and his teachings were from
first to last directed by spirits, from the épisode of
the so-called burning bush, when he received in-
structions by direct voice as to his great work in the
future, to the final warning as to the manner and
reason of his approaching death. Communion with
the spirit world was the controlling factor in his
every-day life. The Ten Commandments were given
to him by spirit writing on tablets of stone. His
instructions for the building of the Tabernacle were
conveyed by what is today called the “direct voice”
of a spirit.

If, therefore, communion, too, from the spirit
world is and has always been impossible, then, if
Moses existed as an historié figure, either he was
a gross deceiver and conducted the exodus and
founded the Jewish religion upon a gigantic bluff,
or the whole story is a faked fairy taie which has
successfully deceived millions of sincere and intel-
lectual people of ail &ges and nationalises. And
what we have said concerning the religions of Jésus
and Moses applies with equal force to the religion
of ail great religious leaders, for these teachers were
inspired to their missions by direct commands from
spirits and from them they derived their confidence
to go forth and preach their gospels to the world.

Therefore, if Spiritualism is fiction, fake or fraud,
then ail the great religions of the world were folindef
upon fiction, fake or fraud. And thus if it is true
that we owe the bulk of our civilization—along iis
moral and its spiritual Unes—to the religions of the
world, we are driven to the absurd corollary that
the moral and spiritual évolution of mankind has
been founded upon fake or fraud. A rather ignoble
origin for such munificent resuit.

If Spiritualism is fiction, life on this earth is a
funeral procession leading only to the tomb, its
route bordered by the gravestones of loved ones who
have preceded us in the funcral cortege. Of what
use the graduai évolution of our human constious-
ness if the only Truth of which we are to become
conscious is annihilation after protracted sufferings?
But, thank God, we Spiritualists know from Personal
expérience that there is a future life, that this life
is a spirit life, and that man can here on this earth
communicate with that life. We know, in short, that
Spiritualism is not fiction, it is fact.

If Spiritualism is fact, then this life is not a
funeral procession, it is a triumphant journey
towards a clearly defined goal. God has taken care
to afford us, through spécial messengers, opportuni-
tés of learning the laws concerning a future life
and the conditions in which on this earth we can
best préparé for the life of spirit which is to corne.

We Spiritualists draw our facts of survival at
first hand; for us there is no such thing as death,
and though nothing, not even Spiritualism, can com-
pensate us for the Personal loss when the parting
cornes, the sting of death has gone, for we know
that our beloved is living more gloriously than we
and that communion is not necessarily severed. For
ourselves the fear of death is transmuted almost into
a hope; death in any of its forms is but the turn-
stile into everlasting life. We are no longer merely
sojoumers on an evanescent earth, we are the legatees
of a great inheritance, literally joint-heirs with God
and inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven.
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In several of these Letters | have taken advantage
of the prérogatives of &ge and given advice to our
young speakers as to what they should teach on our
platfont). In this Letter | wish to point out some
things they should not teach.

In doing this | would not be understood as saying
that the tabooed ideas are wicked or harmful, but
that they are not true. | say this on the highest of
ali authority—that is, on their incongruity with basic
ideas which have been established by the clearest
and strongest of evidence. For the highest test of
truth that can be applied to any proposed idea is,
Does it harmonize with ail the other things that we
know—not guess at or hope for, but know?

Once in a while, then, we Spiritualists must exam-
ine the evidence for some of these incongruous ideas,
and détermine whether it is sufficient to establish the
idea or not, and consequently whether we must
modify some of our ideas which we have hitherto
regarded as basic in the science and philosophy of
Spiritualism. Of course, before we get to comparing
any proposed idea with our fundamentals, we must
first détermine if therc is sufficient evidence to sup-
port such idea even if it stood alone in a logical
vacuum. As a matter of fact nothing ever does
stand alone in the Universe. We must remetnber
always that ail truth is harmonious; every bit of
truth fitting perfectly with every other bit, no matter
from what part of the Universe, or front what Zone
thereof, they may corne. While, then, we must test
our scales for weighing new ideas, from time to
time, to see that they are accurate, in the mean-
time in our daily work we must use them as they
are : that is, we must weigh every idea in a proposed
philosophy by seeing, first if it does by itself have a
factual basis, and then by balancing it with those
idgafj. which we know are factual and hold as basic
in our science and philosophy.

We often read in excerpts from lectures by those
tinctured with Theosophy that Jésus, Buddha, and
others designated as “Masters.” were “sent” to earth
to teach certain truths. Now, this is lightly glided
over, without realizing that to be sent implies pre-
vious existence as an entity. There isnt the slightest
bit of evidence that there is such a thing as re-
embodiment of the human spirit. Ail the leading
Controls, the best Teachers, of our best Médiums
who have studied the question in the Zones beyond,
are unanimous in their opinion that no evidence at
ail exists that a spirit once released from the physi-
cal body ever enters the body of an infant, before or
after birth, and lives an earthly life again. Nonc of
them has ever seen a spirit who daims he ever was
re-embodied. None has ever seen one who ever
heard another spirit make that claim. AU the accounts
we read of, of persons being familiar with strange
dties in strange countries, of expecting to see a
statue or fountain of a definite type in the next
square, and sensing the scene as familiar, ail this
is dearly explainable by impressionalistic medium-
ship, without resort to any theory 6f re-embodiment.
Some spirit who was familiar with such scenes
accompanied the traveller and impressed him with
that sense of familiarity which he mistook for a re-
vived memory from a former incarnation. Let us
be careful that we don’t let this idea creep into our
teachings.

We often hear our younger workers déclaré in
rounding out a burst of oratory that Jésus was the
greatest Melium that the world ever saw. Now, this
is not true. Jésus was a great Teacher, and was a
Medium, but this does not make him the greatest
Medium by any means. Ail that we know of Jésus’
mediumship is found in the Gospel stories, and if
these stories are true, and disregarding the alleged
miracles which in no wise indicate mediumship, and
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which are so innately improbable as to be unbeliev-
able by any modem scholar, certainly the medium-
ship there displayed is not at ail extraordinary and
is paralleled by that of many of our leading Médiums
of the last eighty years. His materialization and
appearance after the Crucifixion was not due to his
mediumship but to that of the disciples. | suppose
the account of a seance given our National Board by
Ada Bessinet, during the Toledo Convention and
published in The National Spiritualist shortly
afterward, discloses more mediumship, and in greater
variety, than do ail four of the Gospels. People for
centuries have worshiped the past, and have exag-
gerated men and events if only far enough away. Let
us not fall into the same error, but let us carefully
scrutinize the evidence before we put our stamp of
approval on extravagant statements. Let us as Spir-
itualists guard against being drawn into the outer
rings of the popular Whirlpool of superstition which
has raged about the personality of Jésus for so many
centuries.

Among the less intelligent classes of Spiritualists
there is a tendency to ascribe everything to the Spirit
World. Every little thing that happens about the
home is brought about by the Spirits. Every idea a
little keener and clearer than usual is inspired by
some Guide. The Spirits select the books to be read,
and those that must not be read, etc. They think
that the Spirit World exists merely to wait on them.
Their attitude toward the Spirits is much like that
of the less intelligent Catholics toward their Saints.

This of course is an entirely wrong attitude. The
people of the Spirit World are not our servants.
They are our friends. Mediumship is a co-operation.
Through impressionalistic mediumship cornes inspira-
tion. The desire of those attracted to us from the
Zones beyond is to stimulate and assist us to help
ourselves. It is not their purpose to livc our lives
for us, to carry our burdens, and to perform our
household duties. Let us do our best to eradicate
these really superstitious ideas, and to spread the
larger views, in accordance with the teachings of
the ablést Controls.

A few of our workers insist on having a large
Bible on the desk or table on the platform. They
insist on reading passages from it during the service.
This is not the proper use of the Bible in a Spirit-
ualist service. Our speakers should be familiar with
the Bible, as one of the dassics, just as they should
be familiar with the Koran or the Gospels of Buddha.
If the lecture for the day is to be on a biblical sub-
ject, then of course the speaker should have a small
Bible to use, but there is no possible reason or excuse
for dragging the Bible into the service when the lec-
ture is to be on Clairvoyance or Materialization. And
if they are to have any book habitually on the plat-
form, they should have several of the world's great
books, so that the audience may not be misled as to
our attitude toward the Christian Bible. We must
remember that we are living in a land wbere the
majority of the people are nominally Oiristians, and
where the majority of the Christian sects, officially
at least, regard the Bible as a book apart from ail
other books, as belonging to an entirely different
category of writings, as literally the Word of God.
For us to make any spécial use or display of the
Bible misrepresents completely the teachings of ail
the leading Controls of our best workers. It is like-
wise not quite honest, as it is an attempt to gain favor
or prestige or sympathy by false pretenses ; and is just
as répréhensible as to obtain money or goods by false
pretenses.

These things we should urge our younger speakers
not to do. We should remind them to teach at ail
times only those things that are in perfect congruitv
with the highest truths taught by the best Spirit
Teachers; for Spiritualism is what the Spirits teach!

In her interesting little volume entitled The
Either—Or of Spiritualism, Mrs. St. Clair Stabart
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launches forth into the following unanswerable argu-
ment :

If there is not and has never been communion with
those who have passed what meaning is there in the
épisode of thé< Transfiguration? 1And what of the
Résurrection and the subséquent appearances? These
constitute for Christians the most vital portion of
the Bible.

If communion with the dead is and lias always
been impossible, then Jésus did not appear to the
women and to His disciples, and the whole Chris-
tian religion crumbles into nothingness, and, with it
everything else of value in the world.

Again, what of the religion of the Jews? We
have ample justification for asserting that Moses’
whole life’s mission and his teachings were from
first to last directed by spirits, from the épisode of
the so-called burning bush, when he received in-
structions by direct voice as to his great work in the
future, to the final warning as to the manner and
reason of his approaching death. Communion with
the spirit world was the controlling factor in his
every-day life. The Ten Commandments were given
to him by spirit writing on tablets of stone. His
instructions for the building of the Tabernacle were
conveyed by what is today called the “direct voice”
of a spirit.

If, therefore, communion, too, from the spirit
world is and has always been impossible, then, if
Moses existed as an historié figure, either he was
a gross deceiver and conducted the exodus and
founded the Jewish religion upon a gigantic bluff,
or the whole story is a faked fairy taie which has
successfully deceived millions of sincere and intel-
lectual people of ail ages and nationalises. And
what we have said concerning the religions of Jésus
and Moses applies with equal force to the religion
of ail great religious leaders, for these teachers were
inspired to their missions by direct commands from
spirits and from them they derived their confidence
to go forth and preach their gospels to the world.

Therefore, if Spiritualism is fiction, fake or fraud,
then atl the great religions of the world were founded
upon fiction, fake or fraud. And thus if it is true
that we owe the bulk of our civilisation—along its
moral and its spiritual lines—to the religions of the
world, we are driven to the absurd corollary that
the moral and spiritual évolution of mankind has
been founded upon fake or fraud. A rather ignoble
origin for such munificent resuit.

If Spiritualism is fiction, life on this earth is a
funeral procession leading only to the tomb, its
route bordered by the gravestoncs of loved ones who
héve preceded us in the fungral cortéege. Of what
use the graduai évolution of our human conscious-
ness if the only Truth of which we are to become
conscious is annihilation after protracted sufferings?
But, thank God, we Spiritualists know from Personal
expérience that there is a future life, that this life
is a spirit life, and that man can here on this earth
communicate with that life. We know, in short, that
Spiritualism is not fiction, it is fact.

If Spiritualism is fact, then this life is not a
funeral procession, it is a triomphant jouroey
towards a clearly defined goal. God has taken care
to afford us, through spécial messengers, opportuni-
tés of learning the laws concerning a future life
and the conditions in which on this earth we can
best préparé for the life of spirit which is to corne.

We Spiritualists draw our facts of survival at
first hand ; for us there is no such thing as death,
and though nothing, not even Spiritualism, can com-
pensate us for the Personal loss when the parting
cornes, the sting of death has gone, for we know
that our bdoved is living more gloriously than we
and that communion is not necessarily severed. For
ourselves the fear of death is transmuted almost into
a hope; death in any of its forms is but the turn-
stile into everlasting life. We are no longer merely
sojouraers on an evanescent earth, we are the legatees
of a great inheritance, literally joint-heirs with God
and inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven.
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MID-WINTER MASS MEETING,
ST. PAUL, MINN.

By the time this issue of Tin* Nationai. Simrit-
reaches ou* readers, the Minnesota Mid-
Mass Meeting will be in progress at St
Paul, Minnesota. The Na-
tional President, Mr. Jos. P.
Whitwell, who is also State
President of Minnesota, lias
rccovercd from liis recent ill-
ness and will -présidé. Rev.
Thomas Grimshaw, of White-
water, Wis., Rev. Otto Von
Bourg, of Minneapolis, and
Mrs. J. P. Whitwell, of St
Paul, will be the speakers.
Rev. Von Bourg and Rev.
Maggie Waite of Chicago,
assisted by the local Médiums,
will give Spirit Greetings.
Meetings will be held at the
New Lowry Hotel, St. Paul, February 28 to March 3,
inclusive. A full report of the meeting will be pub-
lished in the April number.

ai ist

REV. MAGGIE WAITE

ell Known Medium,

Ce-Président  of  the

Illinois State _Spiritual-
ist Association

BRIEF BITS

La Crosse, Wisc.—Miss Ava Whiston, who is
conducting the services of the First Spiritualist
Church during the absence of the pastor, Rev. Cath-
erine McFarlin, writes: | reached here January 13
to find much snow and snapping cold weather. De-
spite the cold, much interest is being shown in the
work, the attendance at ail meetings being good.
The Sunday evening services are devoted entirely
to the teaching of the philosophy, and the interest
shown in these services indicates that Spiritualism
is at last coming into its own. Rev. McFarlin left for
St. Louis the week following my arrivai. We have
organized a Lyceum on Sunday afternoons, and, while
the attendance is small at présent, we are looking
forward to a splendid Lyceum once we get fairly
started.

As an example of the splendid manner in which
our young people are responding to Lyceum instruc-
tion we offfer the following efforts of two young
writers, earnest Lyceumists of Progressive Lyceum
of First Spiritualist Church, Minneapolis, Minn., sent
with their secretary’s report:

Andrew Jackson Davis

With the exception of five months, he had no
schooling. He worked at a bemh with his father
at the shoemaker’s trade. At seventeen he became
interested in mesmerism and some time later was
mesmerized and displayed great clairvoyant powers.
At eighteen he entered the superior condition, un-
aided, and revealed wonderful powers.

He delivered a course of lectures, I&T in ali, which
were compiled in a book called Nature’s Divine Rév-
élations. These lectures were heard by some of the
most learned men of that day. Dr. Bush, Professer
of Hebrew and Oriental Literature, heard him and
said he would do honor to any scholar who had
the libraries of the world at his eommand. It was
also said that ail his quotations and référencés were
absolutely correct. He wrote and published in ail
about 27 volumes. By Stanley Webster.

Andrew Jackson Davis

Andrew Jackson Davis was bom in 1826 and
passed out of this life in 1910, He founded the
Lyceum. The first Lyceum was held in New York
City on Jan. 25th, 1863. This is the 66th anniver-
sary of its founding. He founded the Lyceum
through a vision he had of the Spirit World. It was
nearly 16 years after the raps at Hydesville.

Andrew Jackson Davis* motto was: Under ail cir-
cumslances keep an even mind. His memory gem
was:

“Let us pledge our soul’s endeavor
To do whate’er we can
To bless our sister woman
And aid our brother man.”
By Mary Essen.
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This young writer is Secrctary of the Lyceum, and
luis contrilmted also tlie following interestiug story :

The Thimble of Mrs. A. J. Davis

| have a much-appreciated thimble which was
given to my Grandmothcr in the year 1804 by a Mrs.
Anderson, a eolored woman who was almost white.
Hcr home was in Vicksimrg, Va. She was a Spirit-
ualist and came to Minneapolis for medical treatment
from my grandfather, Dr. Cari Essen. She lived in
my grandparents' home for almost a year. Before
Icaving, among other things she presented this thimble
to my grandmothcr. The thimble had a history. It had
been presented to her own mother by Mrs. Andrew
Jackson Davis. Mrs. Anderson’s mother was Mrs.
Davis’ faithful servant for many years, and she
gave the thimble to her daughter on passing to Spirit
Life. Mrs. Anderson thought of Grandmother as a
sister and wanted her to keep the thimble as a fam-
ily relie. My grandmother has given it to me, and
I hold it dearly in memory of those loved oncs who
hdve gone to the Spirit Home. And some day in
thé future when my Grandmother joins them | sliall
know that there is another strong Spirit Force help-
ing me. Mary Essen, Sec'y. of the Lyceum.

THE GOLDEN RULE OF THE AGES

The philosophers of the &ges have thought and felt
alike. Whenever it reaches toward heavenly wisdotn
the mind of man tends to function in an universal
formula. Why he has so long delayed putting his
feelings into action by adopting the Golden Rule in
business, universally, we have long wondered. Notice,
for example, the mere différence in phraseology
through which certain philosophers have expressed
the idea of the Golden Rule :

What you wish your neighbors to be to you, such be
also to them.—Sextus.

Act toward others as you desire others to act
toward you.—Socrates.

What you would not wish done to yourself do not
unto others. True politeness consists in never treat-
ing others as you would not like to be treated by
them.—Confucius.

Do not unto others that which it would be dis-
agreeable to you to suffer yourself.—Talmud.

Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you,
do ye also unto them.—Jésus.

Let none of you treat his brother in a way he him-
self would dislike to be treated.—Mohammed.

Do as you would be done by.—Persian.

The true rule in business is to guard and do by the
things of others as they do by their own—Hindu.

One should seek for others the happiness one de-
serves for one's self.—Buddha.

Do unto others as if you were the others.—Samuel
Milton Jones, ex-tnayor of Toledo.

| consider the welfare of ali people as something
for which I must work,—Ring Asoka.

The good | would meet with goodness, the not good
I would also meet with goodness.—Lao Tse.

Since even animais can live together in mutual
reverence, confidence and courtesy, much more should
you, O, brethren, so let your light shine forth that
you may be seen to dwell in like manner together.—
Buddhist precept.

Thou shalt not touch that which is mine, if thou
canst help, or remove the least thing which belongs
to me without my consent; and may |, being of
sound mind, do to others as | would that they would
do to me—Plato.
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BY THEIR WORKS SHALL YE KNOW
M!

Spiritualist* have doublions db'scrved that we héar
stories, wondlerfui jmil trug of curess effeCred by the
Spirit Force. throiigh oitr Healers, but it is seldora
that ipecific cases are wrought to aw attention. In
his letter corfcemiiijK the activitér of his Ghureil Rev.
O. L Clark of New Orléans Ias included a list of
cures which have taken place weler tlic ministra-
lions of one of thesir He:alcrs, Mrs. Mariian Bennett.

Case No. h A lady who had kuffen:d for over
three years with high blood préssure. Ail usual
treatmeuts Yact faiiled. She wstifies in writing to
having beeen entirely licaled by the Forces operating
through Mrs. Bennett.

Case No. 2 A 'boy of tett. liad practically no
strength or energy. Lacked interest in everything.
Lrail, sickly and a weak spécimen gcnerally. Has
been made over into a real boy, full of vitality, ener-
gctic, rosy-cheeked, alive with interest, active and
well on the road to normal manhood.

'‘Case No. 3. A baby possessed of a seriously
curved spine and with the head bent perceptibly to
the right shoulder. Was entirely straightened and
relieved of this very sad condition.

Case No. 4 A lady, suffering with severe head-
aches, and stomach trouble. Had found it impos-
sible to live in a certain place because always ill
there. Has been entirely cured and now lives hap-
pily in the previously offending locality.

Case No. 5. A girl, suffering the effects of infan-
tile paralysis. Was hrought to the church a cripple.
Under treatment of Mrs. Bennett now walks as well
as others.

And thus it goes. Aches and pains disappear.
Crooked limbs are straightened, abnormal conditions
overcome.  Strength replaces weakness, health and
happiness may be had for the asking.

FIRST SPIRITUALIST CHURCH,
ST.JOSEPH, MO.

..jQu. January the Editor of The.
spirituatist had the pleasure and the privilege of
visiting the First Spiritual Church of St. Joseph,
Missouri, of which Rev. Loui A. Ward is Pastor.
Missouri is the State where everybody wants to be
shown! And the First Spiritualist Church surely is
gratifying that desire.

A nice Church home, a roomy hall, with a splendid
séance room connected, a group of enthusiastic, loyal
members, this Chutch and its Pastor enjoy the re-
spect of the community. The service on Sunday night
is unique in that there are no messages following
the lecture. Wednesday evening is set aside for
this purpose and the message service is held regu-
larly on that day. Mrs. Mann delivered two ad-
dresscs, afternoon and evening, the hall being filled
on both occasions, despite the zéro weather. At the
evening service, Rev. Eby, Pastor of one of the
Orthodox churches of the city, made the invocation,
having held his own regular evening service that day
at five odock in order that ail members of his
church who so desired might attend the Spiritualist
service. Many of them were there, as were also
many prominent citizens. Rev. Ward is doing fire
work in St. Joseph and has the high esteem and
loyalty of his people. Among assets of this church
is a wonderfully talented inusician, Mrs. Nova Miles,
whose rendering of two musical monologues— Want
to Go Home to My Mother,
by Carrie Jacobs Bond, and
He Is Just Ait)ay, by
James Whitcomb Riley—were
artistically  perfect, spoken
beautifully to musical accom-
paniment rendered with true
spiritual understanding. May
the First Church of St. Joseph
ever maintain its présent high
standard, for this is the se-
cret of continued and healthy

development. REV. LOUI A. WARD
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mid-winter mass meeting,
ST. PAUL, MINN.

By the timc tliis issue of The National Spirit-
- AUST reaehes dur readers, the Minnesota Mid-
Winter Alass Meeting will be in progress at St.
Paul, Minnesota. The Na-
tional President, Mr. Jos. P.
Whitwell, who is also State
President of Minnesota, lias
recovered from his recent ill-
ness and will .présidé. Rev.
Thomas Grimshaw, of White-
water, Wis., Rev. Otto Von
Bourg, of Minneapolis, and
Mrs. J. P. Whitwell, of St.
Paul, will be the speakers.
Rev. Von Bourg and Rev.
Maggie Waite of Chicago,
assisted by the local Médiums,
will give Spirit Greetings.
Meetings will be held at the
New Lowry Hoétel, St. Paul, February 28 to March 3,
inclusive. A full report of the meeting will be pub-
lished in the April number.

REV. MAGGIE WAITE

Well Knoévn Medium,

Vice-President of the

Illinois State Spiritual-
ist Association

BRIEF BITS

La Crosse, Wisc.—Miss Ava Whiston, who is
conducting the services of the First Spiritualist
Church during the absence of the pastor, Rev. Cath-
erine McFarlin, writes: | reached liére January 13
to find much snow and snapping cold weather. De-
spite the cold, much interest is being shown in the
work, the attendance at ail meetings being good.
The Sunday evening services are devoted entirely
to the teaching of the philosophy, and the interest
shown in these services indicates that Spirittialism
is at last coming into its own. Rev. McFarlin left for
St. Louis the week following my arrivai. We have
organized a Lyceum on Sunday afternoons, and, while
the attendance is small at présent, we are looking
forward to a splendid Lyceum once we get fairly
started.

As an example of the splendid manner in which
our young people are responding to Lyceum instruc-
tion we offer the following efforts of two young
writers, earnest Lyceumists of Progressive Lyceum
of First Spiritualist Church, Minneapolis, Minn., sent
with their secretary’s report :

Andrew Jackson Davis

With the exception of five months, he had no
schooling. He worked at a bench with his father
at the shoemaker's trade. At seventcen he became
interested in mesmerism and some finie later was
mesmerized and displayed great clairvoyant powers.
At eighteen he entered the superior condition, un-
aided, and revealed wonderful powvers.

He delivered a course of lectures, 15T in ali, which
were compiled in a book called Nature’s Divine Rév-
élations. These lectures were heard by some of the
most learned men of that day. Dr. Bush, Professor
of Hebrew and Oriental Literature, heard him and
said he would do honor to any scholar who had
the libraries of the world at his command. It was
also said that ail his quotations and references were
absolutely correct. He wrote and published in ail
about 27 volumes. By Stanley Webster.

Andrew Jackson Davis

Andrew Jackson Davis was bom in 1826 and
passed out of this life in 1910. He founded the
Lyceum. The first Lyceum was held in New York
City on Jan. 25th, 1863. This is the 66th anniver-
sary of its founding. He founded the Lyceum
through a vision he had of the Spirit World. It was
nearly 16 years after the raps at Hydesville.

Andrew Jackson Davis’ motto was: Under ail cir-
cumstances keep an even mind. His memory gem
was:

“Let us pledge our soul’s endeavor
To do whate’er we can
To bless our sister woman
And aid our brother man.”
By Mary Essen.
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_ This young writer js Secretary of the Lyceum, and
lias contributed also the following interesting story :

The Thimble of Mrs. A. J.

I have a much-appreciated thimble which was
given to my Grandmother in the year 1894 by a Mrs.
Anderson, a colored woman who was almost white.
Her home was in Vicksburg, Va. She was a Spirit-
ualist and came to Minneapolis for medical treatment
from my grandfather, Dr. Cari Essen. She lived in
my grandparents’ home for almost a year. Before
leaving, among other things she presented this thimble
to my grandmother. The thimble had a history. It had
been presented to her own mother by Mrs. Andrew
Jackson Davis. Mrs. Anderson’s mother was Mrs.
Davis’ faithful servant for many years, and she
gave the thimble to her daughter on passing to Spirit
Life. Mrs. Anderson thought of Grandmother as a
sister and wanted her to keep the thimble as a fam-
ily relie. My grandmother has given it to me, and
| hold it dearly in memory of those loved ones who
have gone to the Spirit Home. And some day in
the future when my Grandmother joins them | shall
know that there is another strong Spirit Force help-
ing nie. Mary Essen, Sec’y. of the Lyceum.

THE GOLDEN RULE OF THE AGES

The philosophers of the ages have thought and felt
alike. Whenever it reaehes toward heavenly wisdom
the mind of man tends to function in an universal
formula. Why he has so long delayed putting his
feelings into action by adopting the Golden Rule in
business, universally, we have long wondered. Notice,
for example, the mere différence in phraseology
through which certain philosophers have expressed
the idea of the Golden Rule:

What you wish your neighbors to be to you, such be
also to them.—Sextus.

Act toward others as you desire others to act
toward you.—Socrates.

What you would not wish done to yourself do not
unto others. True politeness consists in never treat-
ing others as you would not like to be treated by
them.—Confucius.

Do not unto others that which it would be dis-
agreeable to you to suffer yourself.—Talmud.

Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you,
do ye also unto them.—Jésus.

Let none of you treat his brother in a way he him-
self would dislike to be treated.—Mohammed.

Do as you would be done by.—Persian.

The true rule in business is to guard and do by the
things of others as they do by their own.—Hindu.

One should seek for others the happiness one de-
serves for one’s self.—Buddha.

Do unto others as if you were the others.—Samuel
Milton Jones, ex-mayor of Toledo.

I consider the welfare of ail people as something
for which I must work.—Kmg Asoka.

The good | would meet with goodness, the not good
I would also meet with goodness.—Lao Tse.

Since even animais can live together in niutual
reverence, confidence and courtesy, much more should
you, O, brethren, so let your light shine forth that
you may be seen to dwell in like manner together.—
Buddhist precept.

Thou shalt not touch that which is mine, if thou
canst help, or remove the least thing which belongs
to me without my consent; and may I, being of
Sound mind, do to others as | would that they would
do to me.—Plato.

Davis

SPIRITUAL AND ETHICAL SOCIETY
OF NEW YORK CITY

Meetings held at Ho6tel Astor, 2:30 p. m,,
Sundays. Beginning Feb. 1, this Society will
broadeast every Friday evening at 7:45
o’clock over Station WMCA. Communica-
tions recesved clairaudiently from unseen
teacbers will be given. Mr. John Molantby,
Reader. Write Station for copies of papers,
endosing dime.
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BY THEIR WORKS SHALL YE KNOW
THEM!

Spiritualists have doubtless observed that we hear
stories, wonderful and true, of cures effected by the
Spirit Forces through our Healers, but it is seldom
that spécifie cases are brought to our attention. In
his letter concerning the activity of his Church Rev.
O. L. Clark of New Orléans has included a list of
cures which have taken place under the ministra-
tions of one of their Healers, Mrs. Marian Bennett.

Case No. 1. A lady who had suffered for over
three years with liigh blood pressure. Ail usual
treatments had failed. She testifies in writing to
having beeen entirely healed by the Forces operating
through Mrs. Bennett.

Case No. 2 A boy of ten. Had practically no
strength or energy. Lacked interest in everything.
hrail, sickly and a weak specimen generallv. Has
been made over into a real boy, full of vitality, ener-
getic, rosy-cheeked, alive with interest, active and
well on the road to normal manhood.

'‘Case No. 3. A baby possessed of a seriously
curved spine and with the head bent perceptible to
the right shoulder. Was entirely straightened and
relieved of this very sad condition.

Case No. 4. A lady, suffering with severe head-
aches, and stomach trouble. Had found it impos-
sible to live in a certain place because always ill
there. Has been entirely cured and now lives hap-
pily in the previously offending localité.

Case No. 5 A girl, suffering the effects of infan-
tile paralysis. Was brought to the church a cripple.
Under treatment of Mrs. Bennett now walks as well
as others.

And thus it goes. Aches and pains disappear.
Crooked limbs are straightened, abnormal conditions
overcome. Strength replaces weakness, health and
happiness may be had for the asking.

FIRST SPIRITUALIST CHURCH,
ST.JOSEPH, MO.

, Ou Jauuatx 27" the Editor of The National.
Spiritualist had the pleasure and the privilege of
visiting the First Spiritual Church of St. Joseph,
Missouri, of which Rev. Loui A. Ward is Pastor.
Missouri is the State where everybody wants to be
shown! And the First Spiritualist Church surely is
gratifying that desire.

A nice Church home, a roomy hall, with a splendid
seance room connected, a group of enthusiastic, loyal
members, this Church and its Pastor enjoy the re-
spect of the community. The service on Sunday night
is unique in that there are no messages following
the lecture. Wednesday evening is set aside for
this purpose and the message service is held regu-
larly on that day. Mrs. Mann delivered two ad-
dresses, aftemoon and evening, the hall being filled
on both occasions, despite the zéro weather. At the
evening service, Rev. Eby, Pastor of one of the
Orthodox churches of the city, made the invocation,
having held his own regular evening service that day
at five otlock in order that ail members of his
church who so desired might attend the Spiritualist
service. Many of them were there, as were also
many prominent citizens. Rev. Ward is doing fine
work in St. Joseph and has the high esteem and
loyalty of his people. Among assets of this church
is a wonderfully talented musician, Mrs. Nova Miles,
whose rendering of two musical monologues—/ Want
to Go Home to My Mother.
by Carrie Jacobs Bond, and
He Is Just Away, by
James Whitcomb Riley—were
artistically  perfect, spoken
beautifully to musical accom-
paniment rendered with true
spiritual understanding. May
the First Church of St. Joseph
ever maintain its présent high
standard, for this is the se-
cret of continued and healthy

development. REV. LOUI A. WARD
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PSYCHIC EXPERIENCES OF FAMOUS
PEOPLE

David Bolasco

“The psychic expériences of fanion; peuple defy
explanation," says the Mihvaukec Journal in a recent
issue. "Take, tor example, that of David Uclasco,
whose dying mother, he asserts, sent him a message
across a continent. Who shall explain it?

There never was a doser bond between son and
parent than that which United David Belasco and his
mother.  Mr. Belasco once said that it was his
mother who first discerned his. talent for the draina
and started him on his career in the theater—a career
that was to bring him international famé.

The very eircumstances of his birth intensified their
relationship. Mrs. Belasco and her husband had ar-
rived in San Frandsco during the California gold
rush, after a long and trying journey, first from Por-
tugal to England and then from England to America.
The young woman expected motherhood at any mo-
ment. It came as the journey ended.

San Francisco was a bedlam in which the only
lodging to be obtained was a humble basement room.
During the night a storm came up and this cellar
retreat was flooded. Upon a bed that floated uncer-
tainly on muddy waters, while a hastily summoned
doctor worked almost hip deep in the inundation,
David Belasco was born. No wonder that mother
and son thereafter were held fast by ties of unusual
felicity and understanding. These bonds were
strengthened by the hardships of the son’s struggle
for a career upon which she helped him to embark.
But the mother played more than one important
role in his life. Years later she convinced him that

the dead corne back.

It had been a day of strenuous rehearsal for a new

play. Completely worn out, Mr. Belasco had gone
to bed—he was at his home in Newport—and fallen
into a deep sleep.
—aimAliU'i immcdiately, however,” he says, T was
awakened and attempted to rise, but could not. |
was then greatly startled to see my dear mother—
whom | knew to be in San Francisco—standing close
by me. As | strove to speak and sit up she smiled
at me a loving, reassuring smile, spoke my name—
the name she called me in my boyhood—"*Davy, Davy,
Davy,” then, leaning down, seemed to kiss me; then
drew away a little and said: “Do not grieve. Ail is
well and I am happy”; then moved toward the door
and vanished.”

Morning came. Mr. Belasco related the incident to
his family.

‘I believe my mother is dead,” he said.

He returned to his rehearsals. Recess was taken
for luncheon. While he was eating a member of his
staff came to his table. The man brought with him
a number of letters and telegrams from the box office
of the theater. The hard work of the rehearsal had
dimmed Mr. Belasco’s recollection of his strange
expérience of the preceding night. However, it re-
turned to his consciousness with a rush.

'Among the letters and telegrams brought to me,’
he relates, ‘was a message from San Francisco. It
told me that my mother had died the night before 1
Dcath had corne about the time | had seen her in
my room.’

The strangest feature of the épisode was still to
be revealed. It was brought out in later correspond-
ence.

Just liefore she died, Mrs. Belasco roused herself,
smiled and three times murmured :

‘Davy, Davy, Dawy.*

Was this strange happening a case of thought
transference? Mr. Belasco rejected that theory as
inadéquate. He felt sure he actually had seen his
mother, and that she had actually corne back from
the dead. It was after long brooding on this subject
that he wrote his play, The Return of Peter Grimm.””
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ASTROLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS
By the Editor

We are glad that we are not the only one who
confesses to a belief in the planetary influences
upon the lives, charactcrs, actions and especially
the hcalth of nicn. lu ackiiowledgiug this belief
we are in good company. No less a celebrity
than Rudyard Kipling, speaking rccently in re-
sponsc to a toast at a banquet where lie was the
guest of honor spoke on the théories (based upon
matheniatical calculations) of astrologers and sug-
gested that there rnight be valuable truth em-
bedded in these ancient beliefs.

Mr. Kipling recalled that beliefs and practice
of one Nicholas Culpepper, an astrologcr and a
general, who practised in Spitalfields, near Lon-
don, in the seventeenth century, describing how
he successfully diagnosed a case by “erecting a
horoscope” and “inquiring of the face of the
heavens” how a rnalady might be diagnosed. The
heavens indicated it was just smallpox. The girl
recovered.

“Isn't it likely the multitude and significance of
révélations heaped upon us within the last few
years have made men, in self defense, specialize
more and more narrowly,” he asked. “Haven’t
we been driven headlong to abandon our concep-
tion of life, motion, and matter? Is it then argu-
able that we may still mistake secondary causes
for primary ones, and attribute to instant and
visible agents of disease unconditioned activities
which in truth dépend on some breath drawn by
the motion of the universe through occupied
space? The idea is wildly absurd? Quite true.
But what does that matter if any fraction of any
idea helps toward mastering even one combina-
tion in the great time locks of life and death?

Suppose then at some future time when a bac-
teriologist and a physicist momentarily are at a
standstill, would it not be interesting if they took
their problem to the astronomer, and in a modem
scientific language put it to Nicholas Cuipepper’s
question—What was the aspect of the heavens
when such and such a phenomenon was ob-
served ?”

We recall with vivid distinetness the passing
some twenty years ago of the President of one
of our great universities, at the age of fifty-three.
He was in the very prime of life, filled with en-
thusiasm for the great work he had undertaken,
much of which was already accomplished, much
more yet to be achieved. O, how he wanted to
live,—not for himself, but to see his dream for
his university corne true! But, no. He was
stricken, and over his condition physicians dis-
agreed and surgeons wrangled for weeks. At last
his quiet little secretary begged to bring him a
physician whom she knew,—a regular M. D., but
one whose vision was broad enough to make use
of everything within his reach which could be of
service to htm. He said to the suffering man:

“In what month were you born?”

“September.”

“What day?”

“The 19th.”

The physician made a few rapid calculations
and placed them in an astrological “wheel.” A
moment later he said:

“You were born in Virgo, the sign governing
the intestines. The trouble is there,—a growth
where the large intestine joins the small one.”

“Fatal?”

“l—think so, sir.”

“No-use to operate?”

“Not a bit of use.”

“Thank you. You are not afraid to tell the
truth. And | am not afraid to hear it. How
much time have 1?7

“Perhaps three months.
nitely.”

One cannot say defi-
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“I'lislt iH ClOUgll' | have a book | waint to
finish."

That was ail. But hiis family and friends were

not satisfied. Against his protest the: operation
was Pisrformed. But it was merc:ly bxploriative.
What the Medical Astridloger had saidl was true.
Cancer, locatcd at the joining of the large and
small intestines, was wdiat was foumi, audl the
length of his days was shortened by the iihock
of the surgeon's knife.

We are altogether teio prone to discard the
value and benefits of the occult sciences, every-
one of which has a reason for being, dise it would
not exist!

WHEN ORTHODOXY INVADES

Harriett Graham Lewis

Life!l Life!! There is no death!

Ail is life in glorious transition!

This is the song our Mother Nature sings,
While, with a master hand,

She sweeps the harpstrings of the universe
With harmonies so infinitely grand !

Her wondrous voice reverberates

In all-inspiring theme, from pole to pole:
The door of reformation evermore

Stands open wide to every human sodl !

Astronomy and mathematics are exact sciences.
Iwhich carry their own proofs; otherwise they would
be repudiated. But many men, who seem rational
along other Unes, accept Orthodoxy without a shadow
of proof and will fight for it to the death. Happily,
Truth (fact) is a positive thing, which men’s beliefs
cannot change. Two hundreds years B. C, the
ancient Phrygians, in Asia Minor, worshipped a
fallen meteor as the mother of their God: That was
Phrygian orthodoxy, which, it cannot be denied, was
built upon a concréte foundation! But, as time and
océan waves assault the rocks and wear them away,
time aud knowledge destroy iuytliical gods, togeUier
with their senseless creeds. Individuals, races and
species pass. But the visible universe “floating in a
boundless, fathomless sea of energy,” is still an
unexplained mystery. For, as the great Jew philos-
opher, Spinoza, puts it: “Our minds are but fitful
flashes of an eternal light.”

The wisdom in natural laws baffles human concep-
tion; spéculation as to its origin is futile. “Wherever
there is adaptation of means to an end,” says John
Burroughs, “there is thought, intelligence.”

When we turn our eyes to the starry heavens and
behold the glittering hosts marshalled there—some of
which travel in opposite directions at the amazing
speed of 372 miles per second—we behold proven
facts, the upholding and moving force of which the
science of astronomy déclarés is natural law. But
the antiquated fundamentalist pops up and faces the
philosopher with his inévitable question—which he
considers a clincher—"Who made natural law?” And
the philosopher answers with a quiet smile: “Who
made your God?”

Despite the fact that Spiritualism not only can
stand but invites the laboratory test which theology
cannot endure, old, long-faced Piety, with his shining
bald head decorated at the lower edge with thin
fringe—continues to assure the world that Spiritual-
ism is nothing but myth. Voltaire, undis-
puted sovereign of the world of intellect, has said:
“Myths are proved to be the inventions of priests.
. . . The first divine was the first rogue who met
the first fool."

Of ail the isms the world has known, the science
of Spiritualism alone has touched the démes of glory
with shining index finger. She alone holds
the universal principles that describe and can explore
the sacred depths of the unconscious and prove the
truth of immortality. Her phenomena are the natural
operation of infinité laws—the same laws that guide
the heavenly bodies in their flight through the patfi-
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PSYCHIC EXPERIENCES OF FAMOUS
PEOPLE

David Belasco

"The psychic expériences 6f famulUs people clefy
explanation,” says the Mihvaukce Journal in a recent
issue. " Fake, for exanvple, that of David Bciaseo,
whose dying mother, he asserts, sent him a message
across a continent. Who shall explain it?

There never was a doser bond between son and
parent than that which United David Belasco and bis
mother. Mr. Belasco once said that it was his
mother who first diseerned his talent for the drama
and started him on his career in the theater—a career
that was to bring him international famé.

The verv eircumstances of his birth intensified their
relationship. Mrs. Belasco and her husband had ar-
rived in San Frandsco during the California gold
rush, after a long and trying journey, first from Por-
tugal to England and then from England to America.
The young woman expected motherhood at any mo-
ment. It came as the journey ended.

San Frapcisco was a bedlam in which the only
lodging to be obtained was a humble basement room.
During the night a storm came up and this cellar
retreat was flooded. Upon a bed that floated uncer-
tainly on muddy waters, while a hastily summoned
doctor worked almost hip deep in the inundation,
David Belasco was born. No wonder that mother
and son thereafter were held fast by ties of unusual
felicity and understanding. These bonds were
strengthened by the hardships of the son’s struggle
for a career upon which she helped him to embark.
But the mother played more than one important
réle in his life. Years later she convinced him that
the dead corne back.

It had been a day of strenuous rehearsal for a new

play. Completely worn out, Mr. Belasco had gone
to bed—he was at his home in Newport—and fallen
into a deep sleep.
-n immediately, however,” he says, 'l was
awakened and attempted to rise, but could not. |
was then greatly startled to see my dear mother—
whom | knew to be in San Francisco—standing close
by me. As | strove to speak and sit up she smiled
at me a loving, reassuring smile, spoke my name—
the name she called me in my boyhood—“Davy, Davy,
mDavy,” then, leaning down, seemed to kiss me! then
drew away a little and said: “Do not grieve. Ail is
well and | am happy”; then moved toward the door
and vanished.’

Morning came.
his family,
‘I believe my mother is dead,” he said.

He returned to his rehearsals. Recess was taken
for luncheon. While he was eating a member of his
staff came to his table. The man brought with him
a number of letters and telegrams from the box office
of the theater. The hard work of the rehearsal had
dimmed Mr. Belasco’s recollection of his strange
expérience of the preceding night. However, it re-
turned to his consciousness with a rush.

‘Among the letters and telegrams brought to me,’
he relates, ‘was a message from San Francisco. It
told me that my mother had died the night before!
Death had corne about the time | had seen her in
my room.’

The strangest feature of the épisode was still to
be revealed. It was brought out in later correspond-
ance.

Just before she died, Mrs. Belasco roused herself,
smiled and three times murmured:

‘Davy, Davy, Davy.’

Was this strange happening a case of thought
trawsference? Mr. Belasco rejected that theory as
inadéquate. He felt sure he actually had seen his
mother, and that she had actually corne back from
the dead. It was after long brooding on this subject
that he wrote his play, “The Return of Peter Grimm.””

Mr. Belasco related the incident to
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ASTROLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS
By the Editor

We arc glad that we are not the only onc who
confesses to a belief in the planetary influences
upon the lives, characters, actions and especially
the health of men. In acknowledging this belief
we are in good company. No less a celebrity
than Rudyard Kipling, speaking rccently in re-
sponse to a toast at a banquet where he was the
guest of honor spoke on the théories (based upon
mathematical calculations) of astrologers and sug-
gested that there might be valuable truth era-
bedded in these ancient beliefs.

Mr. Kipling recalled that beliefs and practice
of one Nicholas Culpepper, an astrologer and a
general, who practised in Spitalfields, near Lon-
don, in the seventeenth century, describing how
he successfully diagnosed a case by “erecting a

horoscope” and “inquiring of the face of the
heavens” how a malady might be diagnosed. The
heavens indicated it was just smallpox. The girl

recovered.

“Isn’t it likely the multitude and significance of
révélations heaped upon us within the last few
years have made men, in self defense, specialize
more and more narrowly,” he asked. “Haven't
we been driven headlong to abandon our concep-
tion of life, motion, and matter? Is it then argu-
able that we may still mistake secondary causes
for primary ones, and attribute to instant and
visible agents of disease unconditioned activities
which in truth dépend on some breath drawn by
the motion of the universe through occupied
space? The idea is wildly absurd? Quite true.
But what does that matter if any fraction of any
idea helps toward mastering even one combina-
tion in the great time locks of life and death?

Suppose then at some future time when a bac-
teriologist and a physicist momentarily are at a
standstill, would it not be interesting if they took
their problem to the astronomer, and in a modem
scientific language put It to Nicholas Culpepper’s
question—‘What was the aspect of the heavens

when such and such a phenomenon was ob-
served ?’”
We recall with vivid distinetness the passing

some twenty years ago of the President of one
of our great universities, at the age of fifty-three.
He was in the very prime of life, filled with en-
thusiasm for the great work he had undertaken,
much of which was already accomplished, much
more yet to be achieved. O, how he wanted to
live,—not for himself, but to see his dream for
his university corne true! But, no. He was
stricken, and over his condition physicians dis-
agreed and surgeons wrangled for weeks. At last
his quiet little secretary begged to bring him a
physician whom she knew,—a regular M. D., but
one whose vision was broad enough to make use
of everything within his reach which could be of
service to him. He said to the suffering man:
“In what month were you born?”

“September.”

“What day?”

“The 19th.”

The physician made a few rapid calculations
and placed them in an astrological “wheel.” A

moment later he said:

“You were born in Virgo, the sign goveming
the intestines. The trouble is there,—a growth
where the large intestine joins the small one.”

“Fatal?”

“l—think so, sir.

“No use to operate?”

“Not a bit of use.”

“Thank you. You are not afraid to tell the
truth. And | am not afraid to hear it. How
much time have 1?”

“Perhaps three months.
nitely.”

One cannot say defi-
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I ~J& ** enough." 1 héve a book | want to
finish."

That was ail. But his family and friends were

not satisfied. Agaiust his protest the operation
was performed. But it was merely explorative.
What the Medical Astrologer had said was true.
Cancer, locatcd at the joining of the large and
small intestines, was what was found, and the
length of his days was shortened by the shock
of the surgeon’s knife.

We are altogether too pronc to discard the
value and benefits of the occult sciences, every-
one of which has a reason for being, else it would
not existl

WHEN ORTHODOXY INVADES

Harriett Graham Lewis

Life! Life!) There is no death!

Ail is life in glorious transition!

This is the song our Mother Nature sings,
While, with a master hand,

She sweeps the hanpstrings of the universe
With harmonies so infinitely grand !

Her wondrous voice reverberates

In all-inspiring theme, from pble to pdle:
The door of reformation evermore

Stands open wide to every hurnan soll!

Astronomy and mathematics are exact sciences,
which carry their own proofs; otherwise they would
be repudiated. But many men, who seem rational
along other lines, accept Orthodoxy without a shadow
of proof and will fight for it to the death. Happily,
Tnith (fact) is a positive thing, which men’s beliefs
cannot change. Two hundreds years B. C., the
ancient Phrygians, in Asia Minor, worshipped a
fallen meteor as the mother of their God; That was
Phrygian orthodoxy, which, it cannot be denied, was
built upon a concrete foundation! But, as time and
océan waves assault the rocks and wear them away,
time and kuowledge destroy mythical gods, togethe*"
with their senseless creeds. Individuals, races and
species pass. But the visible universe “floating in a
boundless, fathomless sea of energy,” is still an
unexplained mystery. For, as the great Jew philos-
opher, Spinoza, puts it: “Our minds are but fitful
flashes of an eternal light."

The wisdom in natural laws baffles human concep-
tion; spéculation as to its origin is futile. “Wherever
there is adaptation of means to an end,” says John
Burroughs, “there is thought, intelligence.”

When we turn our eyes to the starry heavens and
behold the glittering hosts marshalled there—some of
which travel in opposite directions at the amazing
speed of 372 miles per second—we behold proven
facts, the upholding and moving force of which the
science of astronomy déclarés is natural law. But
the antiquated fundamentalist pops up and faces the
philosopher with his inévitable question—which he
considers a clincher—“Who made natural law?” And
the philosopher answers with a quiet smile: “Who
made your God?”

Despite the fact that Spiritualism not only can
stand but invites the laboratory test which theology
cannot endure, old, long-faced Piety, with his shining
bald head decorated at the lower edge with thin
fringe—continues to assure the world that Spiritual-
ism is nothing but myth. Voltaire, undis-
puted sovereign of the world of intellect, has said:
“Myths are proved to be the inventions of priests.

The first divine was the first rogue who met

the first fool.”

Of ail the isms the world has known, the science
of Spiritualism alone has touched the démes of glory
with shining index finger. She alone holds
the universal principles that describe and can explore
the sacred depths of the unconscious and prove the
truth of immortality. Her phenomena are the natural
operation of infinité laws—the same laws that guide
the heavenly bodies in their flight through the patfi-
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wav ot thc rodluc, bring t0 *us our spirit tiiciuls

iront other sphéres, and Natuml law, inviolablo and
sternal, is the Actualtty lymg behitul the phcuom-
etui so far as wr know.

I'ntTOortaUty, maux grealcst attribuée, is not a gift
iront sonie other itnmovtal, wlto lias povvor to bestow
or destroy at will. "Men are not animais erect,”
sait! Bacon, “but immortal gods.” TItis is the philoso-
pha ot Spiritualtsm, whicb possesses, a priori that
whieh litts lieyotul transeendental spéculation to abso-
lute knowledge. 1he laws of nature, the laws of
logie, the laws of metaphysics and the laws of
Spiritnalism are One.

And yet, I recently attended two trumpet read-
ings in wdtich the Medium had previously stated that
ber presiding* spirit was Saint John, presumably
John the evangelist. At the first meeting the
purported “Saint” delivered an interesting address on
The Sodl. '. . , At the second meeting, wliere
possiblv twenty persons vvere présent, the purported
“Saint” John was again in attendance. He began to
speak in a clear nianly voice. "There is a
law of compensation. W'e are awarded according to
our rnerits, our consciences being the arbitrators.
Small sins are not counted against us, only crimes.”
1 lien, he began to digress. Turning to me he said :
“l am speaking to Mrs. Lewis now. | am not the
Saint John of the Bible; I am not a Saint now and
never was a Saint. Wolien | lived' on the earth plain
I was a Christian preacher. | preached hell-fire and
brimstone. But after | entered Spirit Life I found
that there was no hell, and no devil. But, Mrs.
Lewis, if you could know what this poor Medium has

to endure, you would pity her. She does not wear her
crepe on her arm, but she has her troubles,
etc., etc.

The moment the Spirit ceased speaking Orthodoxy
invaded the seance room. A loud voice from the
audience (fundamentalist, of course) cried, “Sing
Rock of Ages.” They sang it! After which the
saine voice delivered a long prayer, the sentiments
of which were as diametrically opposed to every prin-
ciple of Spiritualism as are those of Rock of Ages.
The prayer ended with: “These favors we ask in
the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.”

liow are we to protect our meetings from invasions
of this kind?

In the February number we chronicled the passing
of Mr. Charles M. Higgins, the ninety-five-ycar-
old organist of the Psychic Science Church of Chi-
cago.

A few years ago, on the occasion of the passing
of his sister, Mr, Higgins wrote the following,
which was read by his son at the funeral service.
When Mr. Higgins himself entered the Highed Life,
it was read again. It had not been necessary to

alter it. Mr. Higgins wrote :

i The earliest record of man has to do with the
hope of life beyond the vale. It is likewise his
latest théme,—the one Universal bond that makes

the ancients modem, and the modems ancient. Al-
ways there has been this quest,—this longing of the
ipfuiring mind to solve or fathom the mystery we
death.
How cheerless the world would be,—how unsatis-
fUed the longing of the human heart, how unjust
thé recompense were there no hope.
My friends and relatives, | should like for you
fisten to the words of hope and comfort written
dear old father for this sad occasion and to
I sincerely concur. My father could well
taken for his text!

If a man die, shall he léve againP

Spiritualists, for we believe in the con-
life beyond the grave,—in absolute, posi-
idual continuance of our minds, ail our
hopes and memories.
Spiritualists,—and believe that death is the
door to the progressive life.
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We arc Spiritualists,...lieraitsc wc Imvc rcceived
messages from our owu lovotl oucs, who liavc gone
frnni us, thru this opeu door.

We are Spiritualists,- herausc we bave rcceived
thru strange lips (while in trance) that knew iibio-
lutely uothing of our family relations or otherwise,
liames, events and facts that appealed to our intcl
lect, our reasou and our comnion Sseuse.

We are Spiritualists.—beeausc my sister Laura was
herselt a Medium and had received messages from
our mother, hrother, léverai of which foretold
events that afterward so occurred. She received
messages in poetry and prose far beyond hcr owu
ability to produce and which she regretted could not
bave been transcrilied.

We therefore believe and know that there are no
dcad, but that ail live and that we shall mect and
greet them again in spirit life. We sorrow not with-
out hope, for we shall meet again, with ail our
kindred,—a re-united family.

“Our paths thru life seem rough and thorny;
Flowers do sometimes bloom
Along its bordera,—

But griefs and pains
As frequent are as joys.”

May friendship’s kind and gentle hand
Smooth the rough, uneven pathway
Of ail our lives—

Till, journey ended,

We lay us down to sleep—

To wake—immortal!

To meet and greet with joyous smiles,
And fond caresses

Ail those, the dear ones

Who passed on before.

There are no dead.

"These,” added Mr. Higgins, Jr., “are the words
and belief of my father. The thoughts were com-
fgj'ting to, hitri. They are ggmfprtjng to nie- |I,trust
they may bring a solace to you. May the AU-wise
Providence attend, abide, sustain, comfort and guide
us until eventually we shall enter into that everlast-
ing Eternity,—the Spirit Land.”

AFTER THOUGHTS

Our old friend Dr. B. F. Austin, Editor of Reason.
looking backward on his years of service in a Great
Cause has tlius expressed himself in verse :

If 1 can throw a single ray of light
Across the darkened pathway of another;
If | can aid some soll to clearer sight
Of life and duty, and thus bléss my brother;
If | can wipe from any human eye a tear,
I shall not then have lived in vain while here.

If | can guide some erring one to trutb,
Inspire within his heart a sense of duty;
If 1 can plant within the soll of rosy youth
A sense of right, a love of truth and beauty ;
If | can teach one man that God and Heaven are
near,
I shall not then have lived in vain while here.

If from my mind | banish doubt and fear,

And keep my life attuned to love and kindness;
If | can scatter light and hope and cheer,

And help remove the curse of mental blindness;
If 1 can malce more joy, more hope, less pain,
I shall not then h&ve lived and loved in vain.

If by life’s roadside | can plant a tree,
Beneatih wliose shade some wearied head may rest;
Though | may never share its shade, or see
Its beauty, | shall yet be truly blest.
Though no one knows my name, nor drops a flower
upon my bier,
| shall not then have lived in vain while here.

Page Sevett

EXPERT URGES CHURCHES TO
ABOLISH SERMONS

The following thought-provokinjf article whklt
appears iu (lie Mardi number of the Wotnan’s llome
Companion is. or should he, of «spécial interest to
Spiritualists.  I’erhaps the grealcst difiieulty to hc
siirmountcd in our Movement todny is thc simple fact
that more often (han not thc most splendid of our
Médiums eau not deliver a sermon, while jusl as
olten the most cloguent of our speaker» can not
deliver a message!

The revolutionary suggestion to the churches that
thgy abolish the old-fashioned sermon and substitute
on Sunday a ‘canned sermon’ prepared hy profes-
sional sermon writers, is made by Frederick L. Col-
lins, who has been engaged for two years in a sur-
vey of the present-dav church situation for the
Woman’s Home Companion. During his study of
the™ churches. Mr, Collins has visited 21 States, and
has traveled ncarly 15,000 miles by bus iu rural
districts. *1L had never imagined such pitifully small
congrégations as | found in the country towns.” he
reports.

Two years ago, in a preliminary report of his ob-
servations, Mr. Collins startled the churches by
urging that a large majority of the présent church
édifices ought to he torn down, and Consolidated with
other congrégations. Hc now suppléments this re-
port hy spécifie recommendations regarding thc ser-
mons he has hrard from more than a thousand
pulpits;

Mr. Collins shows that there are 216,000 sermons
preached in the United States every Sunday morn-
ing, or about 20,000,000 different discourses per year,
counting the afternoon and evening efforts. ’Oh-
viously there aren’t 216,000 peoplc in the United
States fit to preach sermons,” he says, ‘and thc resuit
is an overwhelming number of jioor sermons.’

The remedy suggested to the churches is as fol-
lows :

() That the average minister be relieved <f the
necessity of sermon writing.

(i) That the tank be «smgucd u» men «uni
who are conspicuously able to perform it

(3) That cach dénomination solicit and pav for an
annual supply of the finest sermons that can pos-
sibly be written.

(4) That th¢ number selected be sufficiently large
to permit a wide choice of subjects by the local
pastor.

(5) That each minister select the kind ot sermon
that best suits the needs of his particular congréga-
tion and deliver it on Sunday, either by reading it
or by committing it to memorv.

In the long run, Mr. Collins believes that science
will corne to the rescue with a perfect sermon deliv-
ered in thousands of pulpits weekly throitgh a com-
bination of radio and télévision, thus combining the
voice and personality of a great preacher with the
sanctity of the small church. But in the meantime,
while waiting for science to perfect this idéal, he
urges thc immédiate installation of the ‘canned ser-
mon,” prepared centrally by cach dénomination to
meet the needs of its pulpits throughout the country.

Tliere is no sight in America so depressing as our
dying churches.” says Mr. Collins, ‘open on Sundays
to a dwindling few, closed throughout the week.
Inadéquate preachers everywhere; weary, dicouraged
old nien struggling along on inadéquate salaries in a
profession for which they have shown no aptitude;
restless, rebcllious young men. chafing under the yoke
of denominationa! rivalry, yearning to get away
from their unappreciated drudgery; disillusioned men
of ail ages, driven by poverty, stung by neglect, try-
ing to earn a decent living by combining preaching
with farming, shopkeeping, real estate or insurance
—empty mockeries of a great calling.

But pitiful as the churches and preachers are,
I found the average sermon still more pitiful, still
more unfit to serve the Christian cause. Few will
deny that present-day sermons are dull. The very

(Continuedi on Page 10, Col. 3)
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OUR NATIONAL PRESIDENT

Spiritualists everywhere will be happy to learn
that President Whitwell has improved to such ex-
tent that he has been permitted by his physicians to
retum home again from the hospital wherein he has
had a serious illness. Being Mr. Whitwell, he made
the effort to conceal the fact of his illness from
his friends, with the exception of those who had to
be told. But one of these refuses to be silenced.
This is your Editor.

A few weeks ago, knowing that he was no longer
to serve his Country in that capacity, Hon. Calvin
Coolidge, through the medium of the Press, spoke
his mind on the subject of being a President. It
was a most illuminating article. A private citizen
or a member of an organization may do a certain
thing and no one will even comment upon it. But
when the President of a nation or an organization
does that same thing—it is an event!

We have a nice little way of Killing our Presi-
dents, both national and organizational. We do not
mean to do it, of course. But we are thoughtless.
We tax them far beyond their strength. Witness
Woodrow Wilson! And George B. Warne! Phys-
ical strength will give out when the mental and
spiritual load becornes too heavy.

Only those who occupy these important positions
themselves know of the terrifie strain which goes
wkh the job. Our National President, our National
Secretary and, | may add, the Editor of our Official
Organ positively stagger under a weight of responsi-
bility which has not a thing on earth to do with the
everyday routine of their respective offices. Mr.
Whitwell, in addition to his duties as our National
President, conducts a large business successfully.
Mr. Grimshaw, with the welfare of Morris Pratt
Institute in his heart, is at everybody’s beck and
call, responding instantly and willingly to every need.
Mr. Barwise, connected with the Municipal Court
of his city, has plenty to do besides serving as our
Chief Counsel. Judge Stivers and Mr. Courtney out
on the Pacific Coast, Mr. Maxwell in the largest of
] States, our National Treasurer, connected with
the City Administration of Buffalo—busy men ail
and Rev. Elizabeth Schauss, President of the active
State of Ohio—ail of these, outside their daily tasks
H apart from their livelihoods, are giving the very
H that is in them to the promotion of our Great
fT,.. ] us be grateful and recognize their

as wecathered this storm. We
But let us make it imposa

Whitwell
happy that it i*
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sible for unother such to hcfall himl Zlet lis give
him our loyal support in his every cmlcavor in our
hehalf, aid him hy assuming sotiic of his hurdens,
carry in our hearts thougts of healiug mitil Kindly
Nature shall restore him to full health and activity
again.

THE REINCARNATION VICTORY (?)

(Reprinted from the International Psyehic Cosette
[London1l by courtesy of the Editor)

The claim of the French délegates to the Inter-
national Congress at London, that English and Amer-
ican Spiritualists had accepted the Reincarnation
doctrine is beginning to make some noise in the
world. The Spiritualist Reviews which favour that
idea printed, perhaps too hastily, the triumphal déc-
laration of Monsieur Meyer, and now, if they have
good faith, they must undeceive their readers.

Other reviews keep reproducing the false news,
being still apparently unaware of the authoritative
contradictions.

A Schism Ended!

For example, the excellent Italian review, Mondo
Occulto, in its December number says :

“This London Congress laid one of the most im-
portant bases in the history of spiritism and Spirit-
ualists, concerning the principle of Reincarnation. The
separated the Anglo-Saxon from the French Spirit-
ualists, concerning the principle of reincarnation. The
former refused to admit this principle, but at last
they have accepted it. In this connection M. Jean
Meyer, in returning to France, exclaimed to an inter-
viewer from Le Journal: ‘We have been able at last
to persuade the English and the Americans to accept
Reincarnation. In a motion, voted unanimously, and
especially by the delegate of North America, who
represented 1,500,000 Spiritualists and by one negro
delegate, we have proclaimed that the immortal sodl
evolves continually towards perfection by stages of
progressive lives and that it reincarnates successively
on planes of life corresponding to its advancement.”

The Portuguese review Ecos do Aient reproduces-
essentially the same text.

A Remarkable Illumination

The 'French review Annales du Spiritisme writes
in its December issue:

“The great idea of the Congress was the prin-
ciple of Reincarnation. Doubtless the question re-
mains still the object of most impassioned contro-
versies, but on this point the conclusions of the Con-
gress are précisé. The idea itself has been accepted.
The Congress heard on this solemn subject a learned
exposition by Professor Marcault, a member of the
Theosophical Society. Monsieur A. Ripert formu-
lated in a studious paper the physical conditions in
which life is propagated, that is to say the forms
in which it pursues its succession of existences. A
very attractive contribution by Monsieur Leon Chev-
reuil, President of the French Spiritualist Union,
equally secured the attention of the Congress. And
so this debate on Reincarnation long and ardently
engaged the assembly and there resulted from it a
remarkable illumination for ail who had the advan-
tage of listening to the discussion. The true for-
mula under which the principle of Reincarnation will
be propagated among ail the peoples of the West
has not perhaps been found. For many people in
the Anglo-Saxon countries, Reincarnation remains
possible but is only an accessory of the Spiritualist
doctrine, whereas in France, and among our Latin
brothers, as well as in ail the cuits of the Far East,
Reincarnation and the doctrine of causality (Karma)
are at the very root of every Spiritualist conception.”

Recourse to Diplomacy!

By way of contrast to the many echoes of the
jubilant Meyer proclamation, we find the following
article by Mr. Louis Gertsch in the Spanish review,
Hacia la Igualdad y cl Amor, published at Barcelona:

“It is true then! At the London Congress our Eng-
lish and American brethren have passed a resolution
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iu which figures this’déclaration 'There are succes-
sive réincarnations in planes of progressive life cor-
respondu,g to our state of évolution!” What is
lamentable, if that is really the resuit of the Coij-
gress, is that in order to ohtain that conclusion there
was recoursc to diplomacy rather than to goorf
Spiritualist rcasoningl American» generally do not
accept the idea of Reincarnation, as it is understood
by the French Kardecists, and if some of -them do
incline towards the principle of plurality of bodily
lives for the spirit, thCy only affirm that if Réincarna-
tion does exist it must take place in other world»
and planets but not on earth! So diplomacy bas been
resorted to at London to givc satisfaction to the Kar-
decists without compromising the Anglo Americans!
The text adopted gives reason to them both, but de-
ceives the whole world ! This manner of acting does
not appear to us to be either very honourable or very
straightforward. Certain people say that the word
Reincarnation has.no équivalent in the English vocab-
ulary and that it is for that reason the words ‘suc-
cessive embodiments’ had to be substituted! | sin-
cerely believe that the dictionery, in case of neces-
sity, might be enriched by some new words, and
that would not be the first time it had been done by
the English! (The word ‘Réincarnation’ is common
to English and other European languages.—Trans-
lator.) In my judgment, what has happened in the
présent case is that diplomacy has sought once more
to accommodate things by leaving an ‘open door’ to
the anti-reincarnationists, so as not to ruffle the sus-
ceptibilities of our English speaking brothers! Am |
mistaken? Then, will the leaders of English and
American Spiritualism be good enough to reply to
me clearly when | ask them, ‘Do you believe, yes or
no, in successive réincarnations of the spirit on this
planet, this earth???”

Réincarnationiat Facta Awaited

The Brazilian Revista International do Espirkismo-
prints an account of the Congress from Mr. Rinaldjni,
a delegate, in which he says:

“Concerning Réincarnation-»* it is certain that» the
majority of the English do not believe in it, but it
is not a dogmatic question with them; it is only that
they await proofs. Their attitude is one of expecta-
etion, and they are disposed to change their opinion
if they can be shown reincarnationists facts capable
of convincing them. At présent they cling to the
non-reincarnationist idea, without giving it any im-
portance, for the central idea inspiring English Spir-
itualists is to prove to the whole world the reality
of the soul’s survival and the continuity of life in
the Spirit World, with ail their enormous consé-
quences, social, political, and religious.”

Hear now the sentiments of two of England’s
best known Spiritualists, Dr. Abraham Wallace and
Mr. Geo. F. Berry, former President of the Inter-
national Spiritualist Fédération :

The Pari* Resolution
London.
January 3, 1929.

Sir—It is to be greatly regretted that the vexed
question of Reincarnation should not have been left
in the more less satisfactory condition at which the
Executive Committee of the International Spiritualist
Fédération, arrived, at the Congress held in Paris in
1925.

There was an attempt at the last meeting of that
Congress by the French représentatives to bring the
subject definitely into the third resolution, but the
American and English members of the Executive
Committee were determined that Spiritualist progrés»
should not be so restricted.

| found that an unfortunate crisis would resuit if
the altercations continued, and by way of preventing
such a catastrophe, | suggested certain terms to be
embodied in the third pronouncement, which I am
glad to say met with the approval of both sides,
and the four “conclusions of the Congress were
adopted with two dissentient votes against.”

The third conclusion was: "Immortalité de I’Ame,
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It> London Road,
Manchester.
January 3, 1939.

1 KK Sir, The discussion on this topic in your
Januarv issue lias been Itrought to my notice. As the
Chainnan of the Session at which the Resolutions
vvere voted upon, | should weicome the opportunity
to make the following remarks thereon ;__

1. During the whole péribd of the existence of tha
I.S.I'' | have been fully aware of the very great
cleavage of opinion in the I.S.F. on this matter of
Reincarnation. It is well to remember that our
lerench brothers are not the only advocates of this
doctrine.

2. | realised long prior to the 1925 Paris Congress
that if the I.S.F. was to hold together, an accommo-
dation would have to be found between the two
sections of Reincarnationists and AntPReincarnation-
ists. The value of an International Spiritualist
Movement has seemed to me great enough to make
quite serious efforts to hold it together, rather than
see it die almost as soon as born. As an old Trade
Union organiser with expérience of bringing together
for a common agreement, quite diverse points of
view, | have found “a formula” a great help in
bridging chasms. | have, therefore, clear memories
of keen discussions in Committee in finding that
Formula, and in emphasising in Committee the En-
glish aversion to the doctrine of Reincarnation. It
is quite true, that there is in the London Congress
résolutions the addition of a phrase beyond that of
the Paris Congress. But it carries me no further
than my previous position. As a quite plain Spirit-
ualist without adjectival qualifications, | see that in
this life 1 am embodied in flesh and blood ; when |
pass through the wveil to my next embodiment,
it will most certainly be of a different kind. So |
perceive at least two embodiments, and they are
successive.

3. | am an uncompromising Non-Reincarnationist,
and, as | have shown, | have been alert at every
Executive Meeting, as well as at the Paris and Lon-
don Congresses, to see that my colleagues were not
committed to this doctrine by any “vote in the dark.”
Your columns reveal that when the resolutions were
before the Congress, the direct question was put to
the Chair as to the meaning to be attached to the
phrases. It is equally clear that, as Chairman, |
mode the position abundantly clear to ali the English
speaking delegates, and the vote was gh'en on the
distinct understanding that the Congress was not
committed to a beltef in the doctrine of Réincarna-

he resolutions were put to the Congress in both
iich and English, and | cannot think but that our
nch friends were well aware that considérable
ent was expressed against the idea of this particu-
doctrine. Also | am loath to think any deliberate
ntion to mislead the Spiritualists of the world
been made by our French colleagues. At any
m the explanation given under the signatures of
‘three principal officers should now remove any

H H 1 1 B 3 m | " berry.

Our Own Point of View

| the beauty of Spiritualism that it proyides
Jfberty of thought, accepts the theory thatno
ah i. final, that there is ever more and greater
I to be acquired! That there are among Amen-

fspkhualists many who, as >dlvxdua,* acceP
theory of re-embodiment .s unquestmnable. But
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tin great centray thought of Spiritualism as accepted
by the leaders <f the Movement in America is very
apt_ly expressed i one of our smajl publications
entitled H'hat Spintuahsni Is and Dues, wvherciu we
read :

Jt (Spiritualisai) lIcachcs that the sont slutll pro-
grés* thru cndless ages, to heighls sublime, uherc
Gdci is Love and Love is Cad!

No going back to live the carth life over in that
thought! And lie who accepts this thought and livcs
it is the true Spiritualist!

SPIRITUALISM IN THE ARGENTINE

The Argentine Republic was represented at the
International Spiritualists’ Fédération for the first
time, at the Congress which was held in London
this year, when Mr. M. Rinaldini, President of the
Buenos Aires Society, was chosen to represent the
Spiritualists of his country.

He reported at the Congress that the people of
his Republic regarded it as a sign of progress that
they should be participating in the international side
of the movement. Médiums over there were almost
ail trance-mediums ; and there were no private circles
such as are known in England. There were, however,
many so-called rescue circles, ail of them doing good
work. The Spiritualists of the Argentine followed
the teaching of Alan Kardec, and were re-incarna-
tionists. It was remarkable that both Andrew Jackson
Davis and Rev. G. Vale Owen were entirely unknown
there. The movement was regarded as philosophical
rather than religious or scientific; but an excellent
psychic laboratory existed, and the enormous sum of
£35,000 had been collected to build it a new home.
There were ten papers in connection with the move-
ment, and the public press was commencing to notice
its activities.—Light, London.

From the pen of someone who is content to be
known as M. E. W. we quote from Immortality—the
Editor of which is Dr. John Heiss, President of the
New York General Assembly, the following brief
but excellent statement in reference to a much-
discussed subject :

When Emerson spoke of the Oversoul, and Pro-
fessor Tyndall of a divine potency in nature, they
meant God, that Infinité Presence that governs the
universe by inimitable law. God is not a Personal,
human-shaped being, with form and dimensions, sit-
ting upon a throne. Form and dimensions imply
locality, and locality implies limitation and change.

But, said Jésus, “God is Spirit,” and man made in
the divine image is naturally and necessarily a spir-
itual being, with spiritual hopes and aspirations.
The spiritual is the real. Ail that the physical sense
can acquire is unreal and shadowy. The mortal
body is but a travelling dress for the sodl to be laid
aside when we are called to cross the crystal river.
Death, as beautiful as natural, severs the co-partner-
ship between the physical and the spiritual.

In Homer we see the poet, In Phidias the sculptor,
in Plato the philosopher, in Confucius the moralist,
in Aristotle the naturalisé and in Jésus the
Spiritualist.

To be a Spiritualist is to hold conscious intercourse
with the World of Spirit and to live the spiritual life.
Such was Jésus. He worshipped in spirit and in truth.

The truths of Spiritualism are in beautiful har-
mony with the truths taught by Jésus. The biblical
manifestations of angels and spirits and the modem
phenomena mutually corroborate and sustain each
other, and they must stand or fall together.

Jésus, authorizing no creed, and establishing no
dismal forms of worship, said : “By this shall ail men
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love for
one another.” “Be even as a little child. Feed my
lambs, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, be good to
them that hate you, forgive, and ye shall be for-
given.”

And Paul emphatically taught that charity was
greater than faith or hope. For modes of faith let
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JUST A LITTLE STORY
DI What Spiritualism Is and Doet

Two or three weeks ago the Editer had the pleasure
of vislting the Home Spiritualist Church of Grand
Rapids, Michigan. It is a v¢ry yuung church. but
among its founders and most active members was a
couple whom the world calls old—vétéran spirituai-
ists, true pioneers who have given long and faithful
service to the Cause of Truth—Rev. and Mrs. E.
W. Sprague. Un unto their eighties, these two
happy pilgrims have gone their way, working, writ-
ing, talking, demonstrating Spiritualism to a skeptical
world.

On the day of our visit to Grand Rapids, it was
bitterly cold. Rev. Sprague expressed for her Mr*.
Sprague’s regret that she was unable to attend
church on account—of the cold? Not at ail. It was
because their son whom they had not seen for three
years had made them an unexpected visit. So we
lost the pleasure of making her acquaintance.

On our return to the office of The National
Spiritualist we wrote Rev. Sprague asking that he
send us a photograph that we might présent him to
our younger génération of readers. He wrote back
saying that he would like so much to comply, but—
not without his sweetheart! He could not think of
it—to accept an honor which did not include her.
Too long had they travelled together!

Confessing our own thoughtiessness we promptly
wrote for both pictures to lie sent at once. But
before they reached us came the following from
Rev. Sprague; .o

“It is a lone pilgrim who writes you this: Mv

dear life-partner has passed to Spirit Life. Spirit-
ualism, the Comforter! Blessed indeed am | at this
moment in the knowledge of its truth! | know that

| shall be with her again in the not-far-distant fu-

ture. Blessed Spiritualism !”

Just a little story—of what Spiritualism is and
does! Long life. Clean life. Spiritual life. Love;
Perfect companionship. Mutual ambitions. Lovalty
to the end!

For his Knights of the Round Table. King Arthur
recorded his concept of an idéal Knight:

“To reverence his conscience as his King!

To spend his life redressing human wrongs;

To speak no slander, no. nor listen to it!

To love onc woman—and to cleave unto her.”

ALONE
Mary Huested

It is not ever that we walk alone.

Sometimes the night is dark, we cannot see—
But just as we are sinking with the load,

Our faltering hands will find a friendly tree.

It cannot speak in cheerful, human tones,
It cannot hold us gently by the arm,

But clinging to its rough and rugged form,
We may find strength, dispelling ail alarm.

It is not ever that we walk alone.
Sometimes the sun is hid, the path is long,

When from the great Unknown a breeze glides by,
A bird will pause to warble us a song.

It has been ever thus. We are but one.
The Universe moves on. It has withstood.
Time, space and creed—the follies of mankind,
Some call it naught. Some call it Brotherhood!
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I AM A SPIRITUALIST
Rev. Samuel Rogers

Pastor, First Spiritualist Temple, Columbus, Ohio

The echoes of past ycars arc ringing in my cars.
They are written on tlie Gnos of my soll, never to
be erased by wintl ‘> flame or in aeons of time
which lie before me. For 1 believe that 1 am going
forward to more coniplex States of mental relation-
ship and expression,—that my personality is subject
to great advatices in power of thought and ability
to know.

When | was a Melhodist 1 believed in the teach-
ings of Methodism. But when | came into Spiritual-
ism | left old dogma and theology behind. And I
embraeed real Spiritualism, not Spiritism. The Phe-
nomena and Fhilosophy were a combined unit in the
realm of Nature. Yes, | sincerely believe in phe-
nomena. But | do not think it should be made an
idol or a fetish. After many years of' expérience as
a lecturer, writer and Medium, SPIRITUALISM
has been the jewefl of my life. It lias revealed the
seeming hidden patli of thej sodl, which never could
bayé been revealed in any cmier way.

Tlie title of this article is Why I Am a Spiritualist,
and | shall have to tell a story.

When | was a very small boy | came yvith my
parents to America from Wales. | was always
known as a very strange lad. Being born in the
mearly days of May, wlien the flowers were in bloom,
I was a natural lover of flowers and especially of
spiritual things; | never could understand why so
many people were interested in the material things
of earth. But now | understand, for | believe the
Spirit inspirers had chosen me as an instrument
whom they could inspire and through whom they
could give a legacy of thought to man.

I did not take kindly to Spiritualism when | was
approached concerning it by that noble and good
Spiritualist, James Preston, who passed to his re-
ward in the Higher Life last April. No better
Spiritualist ever lived than that good sodl, for. he
was the essence of spiritudlity and lived his Spirit-
ualism. It was this fact that first attracted me to
the star of hope SPIRITUALISM. Could I have
seen howi long and hard was to be the road | think
I shoyld have fainted long before this. Sometimes
I think it best we do not know what is before us.

It was always my ambition to become a preacher,
for there was something urging me on, by day and
night. It was the dream of my life, and when at
last that good spirit, Rev. Frank Hurbert, in Spirit
Life, entranced me, told how | was to travel and
bring much good to the world, | stood in amaze-
ment. To think that a poor miner boy might hope
to become a leader among men! | cannot be too
reverential to those master minds in Spirit for what
they have done for me in the years that are gone.
And | know they will accomplish more as time
rolls on, for the plastic brain of man is more récep-
tive in age than it is in youth. It can more easily
be molded to catch the thoughts of other spheres.

I am a Spiritualist because there is a principle back
of Spiritualism which is in no other “ism" | know
of ! I am a Spiritualist because it makes me more
honest and fair with my fellow man. | would be a
Spiritualist if there were no others in the world,
knowing what | do now! Dollars and cents play no
important part in my Spiritualism, although | am well
aware that while we are in this physicatl body we
must provide for it. But can we not do this hon-
estly? For “Unto you it is given to know the mys-
teries of the kingdom of God.” These Disciples of
Christ were no doubt like many who are asking ques-
tions. What does this mean?” etc. They did not
seem to know why Jésus spoke in parables to the

multitudes of people who thronged about him.
When | started to search for the truths of life in
Modem Spiritualism, | sought the water, for | was
athirst. The riverbeds of the old-time religion did
not give me the Waters of Life. My soll craved

WHY

THE NATIONAL SP1RITUALIST

for knowledge, assurance of the Contiuunity of Life
and the Immortality of the Soll. 1 read ail the good
books 1 could procure that were written by the in-
spired pens of the early writers on this vital subject.

| am a Spiritualist because the principle back of
Spiritualism is the expression of Naturc’s labo-
ratory. | was just up Street and saw on one of the
Orthodox Church signs the topic for Sunday, “Tlie
Fear of God Is the Beginning of Wisdom”. | cannot
fear one | love. But | could fear one who would
be cruel to me and had the power to punish me
whether | deserved it or not. SPIRITUALISM
teaches me that he serves God best who serves man
best! | am a Spiritualist because it has taken away
the dark gloom that was taught me in my early reli-
gion,—because it teaches me that “the doorway to
reformation is never closed against any human sodl
here or hereafter”. This alone ought to be a light-
*house beyond the grave, for ail humanity. It is not
front a selfish standpoint that | ant a Spiritualist, but
because its platform is so broad that we can express
ourselves with perfect freedom as long as we do not
infringe on the rights of others. It does not take
brains and culture to pull down the steeples of other
churches and the foundations from beneath, but it
does put one’s thinking faculties to work to create
and build better mental structures.

So when my time cornes to leave you | hope and
pray your thoughts may turn backward to pleasant
tasks of life that we solvedltogether and to common
labors for the spread of truth, SPIRITUALISM,
its Phenomena and Philosophy.

WHAT THEN?

“An old man, crowned with honors nobly earned,

Once asked a youth what end in life he sought.

The hopeful boy said : T would first be learned;

J would know ail that ail the schools e’er taught.”

The old man gravely shook his head,

‘And when you've learned ail this, what then?’ he
said.

“‘Then,” said the boy, with ail the warmth of youth,
‘I'd be a lawyer, learned and éloquent;

Appearing always on the side of truth,

My mind would grow as thus ‘twas early bent.’
The old man sadly shook his head,

‘And when you've done ail this, what then?’ he said.

‘I will be famous,” said the hopeful boy ;

‘Clients will pour upon me fees and briefs,

Twill be my pleasant task to bring back joy

To homes and hearts near crushed by darkest griefs.
But still the old man shook his reverend head,

‘And when ail this is gained, what then?’ he said.

I ‘And then I will be rich, and in old age

I will withdraw from ail this legal strife:

Known in retirement as an honored sage,

I'H pass the evening of an honored life.’

Gravely again the old man shook his head,

‘And when you've done ail this, what then?’ he said.

| ‘And then —why, then, | know that | must die,
My body then must die, but not my famé;
Surrounded by the fallen great I'il lie,

And far posterity will know my name.’

Sadly again the old man shook his head,

‘And after this, ail this, what then?’ he said.

“*‘And then, and then! but ceased the boy to speak,
His eyes, abashed, fell downward to the sod,

A silent tear dropped on each blooming cheek,

The old man pointed silently to God,

Then laid his hand upon the drooping head—
‘Remember there’s a place beyond,” he said.”

If a man stops to ponder over his physical or
moral condition, he generally discovers that he is ill.
—Goethe.

March 1929

“From au old book, iu so dilapidated a State that
ilie title of it cannot be discovered, a contributor has
taken some queer ghost stories for our pages,” write»
Mr, David Gow, Kditor of J.u/ht, (London), “Un
the back of the book lie found written in a crabbed
handwriting the following Unes:

Remember me as you pass by,

As you aré' now so once was |,
As | am now so you must be,
Préparé yoursclf to follow me.

To follow you I'il not consent,

Unless | know the way you went !

“l recognize the first four ljncs as an epitaph very
common in the past. It is to be found in several old
churchyards. The final couplet is never included, of
course. It was an addition made to the original
epitaph by a humorist of the last century, and is
rather a neat comment.”

EXPERT URGES CHURCHES TO
ABOLISH SERMONS *

(Continued from Page 7, CoL 3)

word sermon has become a synonym for dullness;
the word preach a définition, for tediousness. The
latest dictionary defines sermon as a lecture on con-
duct or duty, a homily, often in a deprecatory sense.
And it defines the verb preach as to discourse in
the manner of a preacher; now usually with im-
plication of officiousness or tediousness. These are
not the meanings which these noble words once had.

Some ministers insist on the divine right of
preachers to be dull. They say that modem preach-
ing is no worse than ancient preaching. They insist
that if our grandfathers profited by dull sermons,
there is no reason why we shouldnt. But times have
changed. The minister formerly spoke with an au-
thority which even the most devout churcbgoer no
longer grants to any living man. Before the era of
-the newspaper, before knowledge-was péttred in-from
a hundred quarters, the pulpit was the school of
the common people.

Some ministers say the pupil should fall back
on preaching the- gospel. But | notice everywhere
that there isnt the demand for gospel preaching that
there once was. The old-fashioned expounding of
Bible texts is about as popular as the high-wheeled
bicycle. The passages inthe Bible that most influence
men need precious little elucidating. They are the
simplest-written and the plainest-meaning sentences
in ail literature. The average minister doesnt get
very far when he tries to improve on them.

The plan for using ‘canned’ sermons will meet
with widespread opposition, Mr. 'Collins admits.
But there were objections to printed hymnbooks,
he says, from the old-fashioned ministers who pre-
ferred to ‘line out’ the hymns. In the end, this plan
will enable the churches to abolish the kind of ser-
mons that are driving people out of the churches and
to substitute the kind of sermons that will draw them
in.  Church members, in the end, will rejoice to
see the sermon lifted out of dullness and boredom.”

The average minister, Mr. Collins finds, is already
serving up a good deal of canned stuff in his ser-
mons. He asserts that the lifting of whole dis-
courses from standard books of sermons is undoubt-
edly done on a considérable scale. Even where this
is not done, harassed preachers find themselves turn-
ing often to miscellaneous first aids to sermon writ-
ers, including books with such seductive titles as
‘Gems for Sermon Settings,” which supplies original
illustrations, quotable poetry, burnished texts and
focal truths. After reading a 468 page volume of
sermon paragraphs, Mr. Collins reports: ‘I began
alphabetically with Beautiful Feet and stopped at
Physiognomical Haircutting. And now | know where
a good many of those sermons came from through
which | sat on my long trip of investigation from
the YVhite Mountains to the Ozarks.””
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I AM A SPIRITUALIST
Rev. Samuel Rogers

Pastor, First Spiritualdist Temple, Columbus, Ohio

The echoes of past years are ringing in my ears.
They are written on the Gnos of my sodl, never to
be erased by wind or flame or in aeons of time
which lie before me. For | believe that 1 am going
forward to more complex States of mental relation-
ship and expression,—that my personality is sukject
to great advances in power of thought and ability
to know.

When | was a Methodist | believed in the teach-
ings of Methodism. But when | came into Spiritual-
ism | left old dogma and theology behind. And I
embraced real Spiritualism, not Spiritism. The Phe-
nomena and Fhilosophy were a combined unit in the
realm of Nature. Yes, | sincerely believe in phe-
nomena. But | do not think it should be made an
idol or a fetish. After many years of expérience as
a lecturer. writer and Medium, SPIRITUALISM
has been the jewefl of my life. It has revealed the
seeming hidden path of tha soll, which never could
have been revealed in any qtjier way.

The title of this article is tVhy | Am a SpirituaJist,
and | shall have to tell a story.

When | was a very small boy | came wvitli my
parents to America from Wales. | was always
known as a very strange lad. Being born in the
«arly days of May, when the flowers were in bloom,
1 was a natural lover of flowers and especially of
spiritual things; 1 never could understand why so
many people were interested in the material things
of earth. But now | understand, for | believe the
Spirit Inspirers had chosen me as an instrument
whom they could inspire and through whom they
could give a legacy of thought to man.

I did not take kindly to Spiritualism when | was
approached concerning rt by that noble and good
Spiritualist, James Preston, who passed to his re-
ward in the Higher Life last April. No better
Spiritualist ever lived than that good sodl, for he
was Thé essence of spirituaility and lived his Spirit-
ualism. It was this fact that first attracted me to
the star of hope SPIRITUALISM. Could | have
seen liowj long and hard was to bc the road | think
| should have fainted long before this. Sometimes
I think it best we do not know what ts before us.

It was always my ambition to become a preacher.
for there was something urging me on, by day and
night. It was the dream of my life, and when at
last that good spirit, Rev. Frank Ilurbert, in Spirit
Life, entranced me, told how | was to travel and
bring much good to the world, | stood in amaze-
ment. To think that a poor miner boy might hope
to become a leader among men! | cannot be too
reverential to those master minds in Spirit for what
they have donc for me in the years that are gone.
And | know they will accomplish more as time
rolls on, for the plastic brain of man is more récep-
tive in age than it is in youth. It can more easily
be molded to catch the thoughts of other sphéres.

| am a Spiritualist because there is a principle back
of Spiritualism which is in no other "ism” | know
of! | am a Spiritualist because it makes me more
honest and fair with my fellow man. | would be a
Spiritualist if there were no others in the world,
knowing what | do now! Dollars and cents play no
important part in my Spiritualism, akhough I am well
aware that while we are in this physicsl body we
must provide for it. But can we not do this hon-
estly? For “Unto you it is given to know the mys-
tcries of the kingdom of God.” These Disciples of
Christ were no doubt like many who are asldng ques-
tions. What does this meani” etc. They did not
seem to know why Jésus spoke in parables to the

multitudes of people who thronged about him.
When | started to search for the truths of life in
Modéra Spiritualisai, | sought the water, for | was
athirst. The riverbeds of the old-time religion did
not give me the Waters of Life. My soll craved

WHY

THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST

for knowledge, assurance of the Continunity of Life
and the Immortality of the Sodl. 1 read ail the good
books | could procure that were written by the in-
spired pens of the early writers on this vital subject.

I am a Spiritualist because the principle back of
Spiritualism is the expression of Xature’s labo-
ratory. | was just up Street and saw on one of the
Orthodox Church signs the topic for Sunday, “The
Fear of God Is the Beginning of Wisdom”. | cannot
fear one | love. But | could fear one who would
be cruel to me and had the power to punish me
whether | deserved it or not. SPIRITUALISM
teaches me that he serves God best who serves man
best1 | am a Spiritualist because it has taken away
the dark gloom that was taught me in my early reli-
gion,—because it teaches me that “the doorway to
reformation is never closed against any human soll
here or hereafter”. This alone ought to be a light-
house beyond the grave, for ail humanity. It is not
from a selfish staudpoint that I am a Spiritualist, but
because its platform is so broad that we can express
ourselves with perfect freedom as long as we do not
infringe on the rights of others. It does not take
bra:ns and culture to pull down the steeples of other
churches and the foundations from beneath, but it
does put one’s thinking faculties to work to creatc
and build better mental structures.

So when my time cornes to leave you | hope and
pray your thoughts may tum backward to pleasant
tasks of life that we solvédltogether and to common
labors for the spread of truth, SPIRITUALISM,
its Phenomena and Philosophy.

WHAT THEN?

"An old man, crowned with honors nobly earaed,

Once asked a youth what end in life he sought

The hopcful boy said: ‘I would first be learned ;

J would know ail that ail the schools e®er taught.’

The old man gravely shook his head,

‘And When you've learned ail this, what then?’ he
said.

“‘Then,” said the boy, with ail the warmth of youth,
Td be a lawyer, learned and éloguent;

Appearing always on the side of truth,

My mind would grow as thus ’twas eariy bent.’
The old man sadly shook his head,

‘And when you’ve donc ail this, what then?’ he said.

‘I will be famous,” said the hopeful boy;

‘Clients will pour upon me fees and briefs,

"Twill be my pleasant task to bring back joy

To homes and hearts near crushed by darkest griefs.*
But still the old man shook his reverend head,

‘And when ail this is gained, what then?’ he said.

“‘And then I will be rich, and in old age

I will withdraw from ail this legal strife:

Known in retirement as an honored sage,

I’ll pa$s the evening of an honored life.’

Gravely again the old man shook his head,

‘And when you've donc ail this, what then?’ he said.

"‘And then !'—why, then, | know that | must die,
My body then must die, but not my famé;
Surrounded by the fallen great I'il lie,

And far posterity will know my name.’

Sadly again the old man shook his head,

‘And after this, ail this, what then?’ he said.

“*‘And then, and then ! but ceased the boy to speak,
His eyes, abashed, fell downward to the sod,

A silent tear dropped on each Mooming clieek,

The old man pointed silently to God,

Then laid his hand upon the drooping head
‘Remember there’s a place beyond,” he said.”

If a man stops to ponder over his physical or
moral condition, he generally discovers that he is ill.

—Goethe.
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“From au old book, in so di.lapidatcd a siale that
the title of it cannot be discovercd, a contributor has
taken som¢ queer ghost stories for our pages,” writes
Mr. David Gow, Editor of Light, (London). “On
the back of the book he found written in a crabbed
handwriting the following Unes:

Remember me as you pass by,

As you are' now so once was |.
As | am now so you niust be,
Préparé yourself to follow me.

To follow you Il not consent,

Unless | know the way you went!

“I recognize the first four liiies as an epitaph very
common in the past. It is to be found in several old
churchyards. The final couplet is never included, of
course. It was an addition made to the original
epitaph by a humorist of the last century, and is
rather a neat comment.”

EXPERT URGES CHURCHES TO
ABOLISH SERMONS

(Continued from Page 7, Col. 3)

word sermon has become a synonym for dullness;
the word preach a définition, for tediousness. The
latest dictionary defines sermon as a lecture on con-
duct or duty, a homily, often in a deprecatory sense.
And it defines the verb preach as to discourse in
the manner of a preacher; now usually with im-
plication of officiousness or tediousness, These are
not the meanings which these noble words once had.

Some ministers insist on the divine right of
preachers to be dull. They say that modem preach*
ing is no worse than ancient preaching. They insist
that if our grandfathcrs profited by dull sermons,
there is no rcason why we shouidnt. But times have
changed. The minister formerly spoke with an au-
thority which even the most devout chufchgoer no
longer grants to any living man. Before the era of
the flewtpaptr, before knowledge w»s poured in from
a hundred quarters, the pulpit was the School of
the common people.

Some ministers say the pupil should fall back
on preaching the' gospel. But | notice evcrywhere
that there isn’t the demand for gospel preaching that
there once was. The old-fashioned expounding of
Bible texts is about as popular as the high-wheeled
bicycle. The passages in the Bible that most influence
men need precious little elucidating. They are the
simplest-written and the plainest-meaning sentences
in ail literature. The average minister doesnt get
very far when he tries to improve on them.

The plan for using ‘canned’ sermons will meet
with widespread opposition, Mr, Collins admits.
But there were objections to printed hymnbooks,
he says, from the old-fashioned ministers who pre-
ferred to ‘line out’ the hymns. In the end, this plan
will enable the churches to abolish the kind of ser-
mons that are driving people out of the churches and
to substitute the kind of sermons that will draw them
in.  Church members, in the end, will rejoice to
see the sermon lifted out of dullness and boredom.”

The average minister, Mr. Collins finds, is already
serving up a good deal of canned stuff in his ser-
mons. He asserts that the lifting of whole dis-
courses from standard books of sermons is undoubt-
edly done on a considérable scale. Even where this
is not done, harassed preachers find themselves turn-
ing often to miscellaneous first aids to sermon writ-
ers, including books with such seductive titles as
‘Gems for Sermon Settings,” which supplies original
illustrations, guotable poetry, burntshed texts and
focal truths. After reading a 468 page volume of
sermon paragraphs, Mr. Collins reports: ‘I began
alphabetically with Beautiful Feet and stopped at
Physiognomical Haircutting. And now | know where
a good many of those sermons came from through
which | sat on my long trip of investigation from
the White Mountains to the Ozarks.””
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Mr.. F. A Kraft

The IP}' friends of Dr. F. A. Kraft. President
' , ' 'SCOnsul State Spiritualiste Association, will
\Zz T J" 5, that 0L M H of January 20.
M 1 "t Z Mrs lloleu Kraft. passed. to the

Higher Life at the age of forty-three. mIt was a
<lccp affection existing I>otween lier and the former
1 I® ~raft> the lovely Elizabeth, through whose
tnedmmsliip the small volume Dorio was received.
winch made a tie that later brought about lier mar-
nage to Dr. Kraft, a companionship which has proved
idéal. She. also, was mediumistic, and during lier
last hours constantly saw Elizabeth beside her bed
and spoke of her kindly smiles and healing activities.
According to her reqtiest lier body was cremated at
horest Home Cemetery on January 28. Rev. Mel-
"*ra Taylor of Morris Pratt Institute conducted the
funeral service and made a deep spiritual impression
upon the many, not partakers of our line of thought.
who gathered on that occasion. Dr. Kraft was for
several years' connected with the Health Department
of Milwaukee, and, naturally, lias a large acquaint-
ance among lier public officiais.

Mrs. E. W. Sprague

Sprague.—Clarissa Adelia Sprague, wife of Rev.
E. W. Sprague, at the home of her daughter, Marie
Sprague Holden, 621 Madison Ave., S. E., Grand
Rapids, Michigan, Feb. 6, 1929. Mrs. Sprague’s pass-
ing was due to heart failure. She was very active
up to the last hour of the last day of her life on
earth. She was the much loved mother of tliree chil-
dren, Leslie W. Sprague, of Long Island, New York,
Marie Sprague Holden, of Grand Rapids, Michigan,
and Lillie Sprague, who budded into life here only
to blossom in the Spirit World. Mrs. Sprague leaves
also six grandchildren and one great-grandson. One
brother, Luther J. Pray, of Dowagiac, Michigan, is.
the last remaining member of her father’s family.
Transition services, conducted by Rev. Thomas Grim-
shaw, were held at the family résidence on Feb. 8,
and interment took place in the cemetery at Grand
Rapids. In addition to her work as Message Bearer
and Healer, Mrs. Sprague had been ordained by the
Michigan State Spirituaist Association. She did
little speaking, however, preferring the message
works, and therefore never used her title of Rev-
erend. Many and beautiful floral offerings were sent
by loving and sympathetic friends.

In Memoriam

WHEREAS, It has pleased the Infinité Intelli-
gence to remove from our midst our good sister and
co-worker, Mrs. E. W. Sprague, who has just made
the journey into the Summer Land;

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, The Home Spirit-
ualist Church, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, bowing
in humble submission to that great and good InteH
ligence, tender our heartfelt, fratemal, loving sym-
pathy to the companion and family of our dear de-
partéd one. While we mourn with them, we urge
them to seek comfort in the knowledge of a happy
réunion in the blessed Summer Land just a little
way out, and may we, too, say with the poet:

M Thou with whom the night is day,

And one the near and far away,

Look out on yon gray waste and say,
Where linger these?

And with the Heart, if not the ear,
Each dear loved voice we seem to hear:
| wait to meet thee, be of cheer,

For ail 9 well.

learned in hours of faith
flesh and sense unknown;
ever lord of Death,

can never lose Tts own.

THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST

HK 11 RESOLVED, That a place in our Journal
of Proceedings be set apart as a testimonial of our
respect and love for our deceased sister, and that
copies bc sent to her companion, Rev. E. W. Sprague
also The National Spiritualist and the Progressive
Thinker for publication.

braternally submitted,
THE HOME SPIRITUALIST CHURCH.

Signed by the Board and Pastor :
Chas. O. Goodwin, President.
Chas. M. Potter, Vice President.
Fred L. Morduff, Secretary.
Idah K. Goodwin, Treasurer.
Mrs. J. A. Lance, Trustée.
F. M. Sage, Trustée.
Beulah Morduff, Trustée.
'Mrs. Belle Fuller, Pastor.

Barnes.—Charles F. Parues, long-time and well-
known Trumpet Medium, passed to the Spirit World
on Feb. 2nd, 1929. About two months ago Mr. Barnes
went from Milwaukee to Lansing, Mich. While at
the home of Mrs. Ayres, 345 River St., on January
29, he had a stroke of apoplexy and was removed to
the Edward Sparrow Hospital, where a few days
later he passed away. His body was interred at
Lansing, Feb. 6, 1929. Old-time Spiritualists will
remember Mr. Barnes and his long years of splendid
work as a Medium. jf'

Bishop.—In the passing of Geo. JyBishop, Second
Vice-President of the Indiana State Association of
Spiritualists, both Indiana and the Cause lost an
ardent and faithful worker. Jdc passed to Great
Beyond Thursday, Feb. 7, anc/His sudden going was
a shock to ail who know him, although he had been
ill for a long time.

Mr. Bishop was to have been ordained just as soon
as he was again able to get out, and had been making
préparations toward this end for some time. He had
received his call from the Christian Spiritualist
Church of Kokomo, Ind. "tte leaves a wife, lda Mae
Bishop. We recognize his spiritual gain, but we shall
feel the material loss greatly.

Signed Dr. B. F. Clark, Prés,
Indiana State Association of Spiritualists.

Bradshaw.-—Chas. N. Bradshaw, of Ludlow, Ky.*
passed into Spirit Life January 30, 1929. Mr. Brad-
shaw was employed by the Southern Railway for
forty-five years and passed instantly, falling from a
ladder while at work. He leaves a wife, Mrs. lda
Bradshaw, and a daughter, Mrs. C. H. Robbins, to
miss his presence. Rev. Alice Lamb, of Cincinnati,
was in charge of the services, which were held in
the Chapel at Highland Cemetery, Fort Mitchell,

Kentucky.

Brey.—Perry W. Brey, of Ontario, passed to the
Higher Life, Jan. 16, 1929. Mr. Brey -was in his
76th lear and had been a Spiritualist ail of his me.
He was born at Stevens Point, Wisconsin, Sept, 8.
1853, and in 1875 was united in marriage to Miss
Margaret Harris of Ontario. Shortly after his mar-
riage he took up the business of jeweler and settled
in Ontario, where he lived until his call came to go
into the Spirit World. He was a man highly re-
spected and well loved in his community, and was
considered one of the best jewelers in the country.
He was the father of eight children, three of whom
had preceded him to the Spirit Life. He leaves here
his widow, Mrs. Margaret Brey; four sons, P. S.
Brey of Independence, Wis. ; Harry, Earl and George
Brey of Ontario; one daughter, Mrs. William Joseph,
of Sparta; one sister, one brother and seventeen
grandchildren.  Transition services held at his late
home at 1 p. m. Jan. 19. There were many beautiful
floral offerings. The singing was also beautiful,
one of the sélections being “We Are Going Down the
Valley One by One.” Miss Ava Whiston, from the
First Spiritualist Church of La Crosse, officiated.
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_f(_?entnor, “Wm. C. Centner entered into spirit
LIl sucklculy at his home, January 12, 1929 Mr.

Cenlilcr has been a Spiritualist for many ycan

i and
attended the Spiritualist Temple, Cincinnati. o
leaves a wife, daughter and two sons. Many rela-

tives and friends ‘'attended the services, for he wa*
beloved by ail. Rev. Alice Lamb, Pastor at the
Spiritualist Temple, officiated, after which the body
was taken to Walnut Hills Cemetery and laid to
rest, covered by many beautiful floral offerings.

Helm. Anna Helm passed away at hcr home on
Decembci 9, 1928, after a long illness, during which
time she gave much thot to our beautiful religion.
She leaves one daughter, Isabel Helm Fogarty, and
many relatives and friends to miss her earthly prés-

ence. Rev. Alice Lamb was in charge of the services
at Witt’s Funeral Home. Interment at Walnut Hills
Cemetery.

Kennell.—Alex J. Keunell, in his 70th year and
after a long illness, passed away January 24, 1929.
Starting life as a Mentionite, he turned to Christian
Science, and in later years became a Spiritualist,
attending the First Spiritualist Church of Hamilton,
Ohio. The crémation of his earthly body took place
before the services, which were in charge of Mr. H.
R. Hera, President of the Spiritualist Temple, Cin-
cinnati. The ashes were taken to Trent, Ohio, and
buried there.

Lettker.—Mrs. Minnie Agnes Lettker was born
April 7, 1871, and departed on February 9, 1929, at
the age of 58 years, into the Spirit World. She was
a Spiritualist. She lived her life and builded her
character in accordance with the teachings of Spirit-
ualism. She was beloved by her family and made
herself many friends by means of the principle which
she loved so well; that is, to do' good and to be
good to ail living things, This was her expression
as a Spiritualist, her belief in Spiritualism as a
religion.

That she was beloved by many was clearly demon-
strated by the large attendance and the many 'ceau-
tiful floral piéces sent in memory of her. The Serv-
ice was held on February 12, 1929, at G. L. Finfrock
Funeral Home, 3946 Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, Illi-
nois. Rev. Frank Joseph, Pastor of the Church of
the Spirit, of Logan Square, spoke in a manner both
comforting and educational. Burial took place at Mount
Olive Cemetery. Mrs. Lettker is survived by her
husband, Charles, two sons, Ellsworth and Thornton
Lettker, and several grandchildren. May Angels
(Spirit Friends) lead her footsteps into the home
prepared for her in"the Spirit World! May Angels
(Spirit Friends) bless and comfort ail who now miss

her physicat presence.

Rev. Frank Joseph, Pastor.
**

Scranton.—George L. Scranton passed to the
Higher Life February 4, at his home at 809 Central
Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio, at the age of 84. He leaves
a widow to mourn his loss. He was an old soldier
and a member of the George H. Thomas Post of the
G A R He was a believer in Spiritualism. Service
was conducted by Rev. Hugi at the Memorial Hall.

sphens.—Mrs. Emma Stephens passed to the
er Life from hcr home, 559 Oak Street, Colum-
Ohio, Jan. 19, 1929, in her seventy-fourth year.
Stephens had resided in Columbus for thirty

She was a member of the First Spiritual
ile for a quarter of a century, and a devoted
er for the Cause. She was loved for her hon-
and reality as a Spiritualist. She leaves to
n her physicat absence two daughters five sis-
and one brother. The funeral was held in the
el of the Denton and Donaldson Funerar Par-
1-30 p. m., Monday, Jan. 21. Many beautiful
rs bedecked the casket. The pallbearers were afl
mh members, and a large company of Spiritual-
;athered to express their love and dévotion to a

(Continued on Page 14, Col. 3)
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Wichita, Kansas.—The First Spiritualist Society
of Wichita, Kansas, held ils annual élection of offi-
cers Thursday evening, Dec. 27, electing the follow-
ing officers for the coming year : President, Dr. J. B.
Farber ; Vice-President, Mrs. Anna Berdine; Sec-
retary, Mrs. Margaret Vandenburg; Treasurer,
Mr. E. W. Berdine; Trustées—Mr. J. Rose,
Mr. E. H. Vandenburg, Mr. R. Bessett, Mr.
H. J. Beyers and Mrs. Maggie Prothero. The new
officers were installed at the regular evening service
Sunday, Dec. 30, by the State President, Dr. H. J.
Metropoulas, with a short impressive ceremony. The
new Board is planning many improvements and hope
to do much during the coming year.

Mrs. Margaret Vandenburg.

Chicago, IUinos.—Modem Spritualist Church of
Chicago, which was organized a little over a
year ago, is making wonderful progress. Large
crowds attend every Sunday evening service, show-
ing an ever-increasing interest in our beautiful re-
ligion. Our President, Teresa Rane Hayden, has
worked hard to form and maintain a harmonious
family, with the help and co-operation of our Board
and Médiums, who, by their assistance, have been
a great value, always so willing to help when called
upon. Every Sunday the message bearers are our
own President, Teresa Rane Hayden, Margaret
Bright, George Dell, Anna Voirol, and visiting Mé-
diums. A word about our musicians, William
Sweenie, Margaret Bright, George Dell and Mabel
Dell, whose splendid voices add to the beauty of the
services. Our Vice-President, Margaret Morgan,
who also is our healer, is doing a wonderful' work,
assisted by George Dell. We have the honor of
having with us on the last Sunday of each month
Mrs. Bertha Friederichs, and we look forward to
that day, as her lectures are always very impressive.
Sunday, Feb. 9, we had a spécial Memorial Service
for Carrie Wermouth Buzzalo, of San Francisco,
one of our oldest and most loved Médiums, a life-
long friend and co-worker of our President. The
service was conducted by our Vice-President, and
remarks by Teresa Rane Hayden followed which
were fitting and very beautiful, as she told of the
friendship and sterling qualities of her arisen friend.
Our President will be remembered to her many
friends throughout the country as Teresa Rane be-
fore her marriage to Dr. Joseph Hayden of Kansas
City, Mo., which took place on Jan. 26, the ceremony
being performed by the Rev. Bessie Woodworth, of
Chicago.

Wilke*-Barre, P*.—Sunday, Feb. 13th, the First
Spiritualist Church of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., was greatly
honored in having as its guest and speaker the State
President, Rev. C. V. Morrow, of Pittsburgh, Pa.
The Church was artistically decorated with palms
for the occasion, and presented a very pleasing appear-
ance. At the afternoon service, which was very
largely attended, Rev. Morrow spoke on Modern
Spiritualism, and at the evening service, with the
large auditorium filled to capacity, she chose as her
topic The Divine Gift. At both services she held
her audience in rapt attention with her forceful
speaking. It was with regret the services were
brought to a close. During the evening service Mrs.
Peter Brant and Mrs. Grace Allabaugh rendered a
very pleasing and appropriate vocal duet. Rev.
Morrow’s coming to the First Spiritualist Church
was an extreme pleasure to each and everyone who
heard her, and her splendid work during the short
period she was with us will, undoubtedly, bring forth

notewortliy results in our Church, and prove very

On January 26, when the Church held its business
meeting, the élection of officers for the year 1929
took place. The following were elected to office:
President, Eliza Yeager Pryal; Vice-President, Anna
Ready; Secretary, Frances J. Miller; Treasurer,
Herbert Webster; Trustées—Sarah Backel, Lizzie
Burnett, John Scrimguear, John Noss, Michael
Thomas. A Social Committee was also elected, Mary
Thomas being appointed Chairman, and the. follow-
ing members of the Committee;: Margaret Noss,
Emma Denn, Annie Strittmatter and Diana Barnish.

The past year has been a very successful one for
the First Church, both in a Spiritual and a financial
way. Under the capable leadership of the Pastor,
Eliza Yeager Pryal, and her co-workers, Anna Ready,
Emma Brighton, Margaret Noss and Healer Annie
Webster, the Church has improved in many ways.
A number of new members have been taken into
the Church, and as the new attendance at the meetings
is constantly increasing it indicates that there is a
deeper interest in Spiritual work being shown. The
Church has been recarpeted and présents a very in-
viting and pleasing appearance. A number of social
affairs have been held during the past year and
proven very successful, which has created a warmer
feeling of fellowship among the members.

Correspondent.

Houston, Texas.—The First Spiritualist Church
had its membership meeting on the 30th day of
January, 1929, and elected the following Officers and
Trustées for the ensuing year: President, Mrs. A.
Welander; Vice-President, B. C. Bradley; Secretary,
T. T. McDonald; Treasurer, W. H. Goetzmann;
Trustées, Mrs. Ernestine Morgan, Mrs. Millie Haver-
kamp, Messrs. Roy B. Macella, P. J. Flor and C. H.
Strickland. Dr. F. G. West was elected to serve as
Pastor and Miss Mabel Alftine was elected as organ-
ise  The meeting was an harmonious one and the
members expressed their willingness to use every
endeavor to further the interest of the Church and
the Cause. The newly-elected Board of Trustées met
on Wednesday night, February 6th, and after the
routine of business was dispensed with the board
made the following appointments for this year: To
serve as First Assistant Pastor, Miss Myrtle London;
Second Assistant Pastor, Mrs. Josie Kunkel ; Assist-
ant Organist, Mrs. Millie Haverkamp. The Board
decided to place our advertisement with The Na-
tional Spiritualist for 1929. Dr. J. S. Maxwell,
our State President, has been in this section for a
few weeks and on Saturday and Sunday, February 2
and 3, the President arranged for a Mass Meeting
at Galveston. Ten of our Houston workers went
down there to assist in the work. The meeting was
gotten up in a hurry and while .the attendance was
not as large as had been hoped for, much good was
accomplished and the spirit of harmony prevailed.
Galveston society will work up a good interest for
the coming State Convention.

San Antonio, Texas. — The First Spiritualist
Church of this city has had the pleasure of enjoying
the service of Mrs. Louise Brown, of Kansas City,
Mo., a National Missionary, who has been filling our
rostrum during the absence of our Pastor, J. S.
Maxwell. Mrs. Brown is not a stranger in our city
or to our people. She has visited us frequently for
the last twelve or fourteen years. We are sorry
indeed to have her go, but other engagements at
Houston. Texarkana, Kokomo and Cheyenne were
demanding her services. We wish her success.—
M aggie Slutter, Secly, T. S. S. A.
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SOUTHERN SPIRITUALIST CAMP

The activités at Cursadaga are in full swing. Last
Sunday people from as far north as Jacksonville and
as far soutiras Clearwater greeted Rev. H. W. 15
Myrick as the morning speaker and Rev. Elizabeth
Harlow-Goetz as the lecturer of the afternoon. Both
addresses were fine, as were the Spirit Greetings of
Mr. George B. Cutter. Mr. Myrick took for his
subject The Truc éChurch. Among other splendid
things, he said :

“l accept Jésus as an historié character. | believe
he was a Medium and a Healer. 1 believe this be-
cause the so-called miracles he performed are being
duplicated by our Médiums and teachers today. 1
believe those things did happen then because | know
they do happen now. . . . The key to the kingdom
of heaven will be found by the work doue by the
church. By combined effort of the religions of the
world the evil could be bound and rendered helpless
and controlléd until developed into good or evil is
only undeveloped good. If you do not unlock
the doors of heaven with your own key you will not
get in! And you should not!”

Mrs. Elizabeth Hiarlow-Goetz gave the address of
the afternoon. She referred to the évolution of
thought of the scientists of the world, comparing
the materialistic belief of Huxley, the great English
scientist, who did not believe in any hereafter, with
that of his grandson, who said: “The time has corne
if we are to save civilization when science must
establish a religion.”

She said in part: “The time has corne when man

does not fear the future as he did of old. They have
unearthed the gods and devils and found that they
are only myths. They are no longer satisfied with
faith, you must show them the way and the how and
the why. No theory, no science, no philosophy can
satisfy the demand. The innate man sees, thinks, feels,
loves. The outer man cotnmands and must have faets.
Spiritualism aione can satisfy the demands. It knows
thru mediumship. It is the new science which is
consuming the race. | | . This new psychic science
is dealing with consciousness, not with Chemical
physical relations, The spirits cannot be com-
manded, they do not produce what you desire or
expect sometimes.  You have to discover thru
the noises, lévitation and the manifestations they
are able to give the continuity of individual conscious-
ness. You are discovering the innateness of life and
you are discovering God and God is discovering you.
That which is called divine is within you.
We héave to look back to hell as a place of flame
and heaven with locked doors. No one believes that
today. Eternal justice is the watchword. Love is
the greatest thing we seek.

Spiritualism is a scientific religion and a religion
of science. It teaches us that our so-called dead do
live. They are more alive than ever before. They
bend and kiss us and lull us to sleep. They fold us
to their hearts and bear us on, out into the great
wide spaces of Infinity, to where the soll of man
stands forth—Master!”

George B. Cutter followed with a message seance.
He prefaced it by reading a poem by our local poet,
Leslie Clare Manchester, “The Voice," also “When |
Die," by L. V. Austin. He gave spirit communica-
tions to 27 persons and from one to five to each
person.

The Chairman, Mrs. Humphrey, announced that
talks on Spiritualism will be broadeast from the
home of Mrs. Wells in New York City every Friday,
7:45 p. m, on WMCA.

Among those partaking in the week’s program are
Rev. Sarah Parker Thomson, of Clearwater, Fia.,
and Mrs. Maude Selkin, of Los Angeles, the cele-
brated whistler. Miss Evielena Bach has charge of
the publicity for the camp.
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LYCEUM DEPARTMENT
Conduct«d
MRS. ANNA W. WALLACE
Superinttndtnt of the Bureau of Lyceum»
of tho N. S. A,
n 19th Si. OklaKoma City» Oklo.

OUR ANNI1VERSARY

Modem Spiritualism. 154S-1929,

March Slst; Etghty one Yeafs.

Célébration of the Advent.

l-ox Family, A. J. Davis (1$29-1911).

Rappings ; Discourses.

Emma Hardinge: |llistory,

Years.

Lizzie Doten, and other pioneers.

Let memories be revived in sessions arranged to
celebrate the Anniversarv of Modem Spiritualism.
Ask the elder ones to convey to the groups their
treasures of expérience. The first Medium of my
expérience lives in Galena, Kansas,' and Works faith-
fully in the cities of Joplin, Pittsburg and perhaps
other nearby towns of Missouri and Kansas. | hear
of her in this department through her Lyceum activ-
ités. She is the distinguished and, to many of you,
well-known Rev. Sara C. Scovel.

The study topics of the page are chosen with the
wish that they may increase your interest in the his-
tory and development of our Movement. Dear
Worker in Lyceum: Enter wholly into the central
ideas of Lyceum. Let the matter of this page, dedi-
cated to the Anniversary, and the memory of the
pioneers move you to finer work and keener incentive.

Sincerely,

Record of Twenty

Anna Wallace.

Supt., Bureau Lyceums, N. S. A

CENTRAL IDEA OF LYCEUM SYSTEM

“It is the harmonious development
of the physical, intellectual, spiritual,
the préservation of the individuality ;
to educe ail the good that is in them
and encourage a proper independence.
No dogma is taught, except
in subordination to the principle
of evolving thought and
encouraging individual freedom.”
—Emma Reed Tuttle.
“Beautiful, truly is a calm abiding faith,
in the measureless possibilités of humanity,
in the governing guidance of the spiritual heavens,
in the unchangeability of divine laws,
in the ceaseless outflowing love of the Infinité.”
—Dr. J. S. Peebles.

“Spiritualism is based upon présent tangible facts,
upon past historié testimonies, and the soul’s highest
ambitons.—Dr. J. S. Peebles.

“But as | went forward, signs were given to me in
profusion, such signs also as were far above ail error
or déception, so that | was able to speak with that
more vibrant note which cornes not from faith or
belief, but from Personal expérience and knowledge.”
—Sir A. C Doyle.

“For many years | have scrutinized anxiously, and
treasured up with care, even the most trifling inci-
dents testifying to the continuance of identity after
death. The only supports of théories are facts.

Little everyday incidents may be connected with
that life from which the spirit has passed, the recall-
ment of which will do more to prove identity than
would the most brilliant description of the life to
corne. It is in these apparent trifles that the greatest
strength of Spiritualism has lain.

They are évidences which it is impossible to doubt ;
arrows which cannot fail to be barbed with convic-
tion. Why then call that little which accomplishes
so tnuch? Why think undignified what contributes

so mightily to the vietory of the truth?”—D. D.
Home.

THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST

LESSON
FROM MODERN AMERICAN
SPIRITUALISM
(Harding*)
1848-1863

Emma Hardinge loft a twenty-year Record of
communion between eartli and Spirit World. Sho
was a Medium of the trance and iuspiratioilal phases,
lier public speaking was of a most exaltcd charactcr.
A well-known Medium who remembers her and was
iufluenced and inspired by her example is our own
N. S. A. Vice-President, Thomas Grimshaw.

The llistory, or Record, was dedicated to the "wise
and niighty beings through whose instrumentality the
spiritual telegraph of the nineteenth century was con-
structed.” The work was undertaken at the com-
mand of guides, supervised by them, and reverently,
gratefully inscribed to them.

The first illustration is an engraving from an
ambrotype of A. J. Davis, by Sartain. The remain-
ing list of illustrations calls to memory other pio-
neers, for it includes: Kate Fox, S. B. Brittan, Prof.
Robert Hare, Cora L. V. Richmond, Samantha Met-
tler, Charles Partridge, Judge Edmonds, Dr. J. R.
Newton.

Shall we to men benighted

The lamp of life deny?
Progression! O Progression!

The joyous sounds proclaim
Till Earth’s remotest nation

Has learned Progression’s name.”

(Hymn.)
(Answers arranged from Hardinge History, or
Record.)
How did Emma Hardinge view the Advent of

Spiritualiffm?

As the dawning of a day of spiritual science; the
ineoming of a tide of spiritual power that had been
felt in the United States for twenty years.

What comparison was made with other lands and
ages?

~Every Tact wue have to record, o c.Yay case_to cite,

bears analogy in point of représentation to other facts

and cases witnessed in every land and age.

W hat claim is made for American Spiritualism?

It is based upon foundations of Natural Law and
produced in accordance with conditions that Law
afiords. There is formed such an array of testimony
concerning their origin as renders the modem Move-
ment a distinct and concréte one in the world’s
history.

W hat spécial points clustered around it?

1 Crowding up of facts in brief period of time.

2. Coincidence and similarity of manifestation ex-
tending over immense area of country.

W hat is deduced from these facts?

1. The same invisible operators that originated
phenomena in one instance must have been instru-
mental in producing them in ail.

2. A unique, well-organized and practical concert
of action alone could account for the manifestation
of a coincident set of phenomena spread over the
area of thirty-six States, affecting ail ranks of per-
sons and classes of mind at once occupying in this
gigantic System of propagandism less than twenty
years.

W hat was Emma Hardinge’s analysis?

Spiritulaism, with a large majority of its adhér-
ents, is a religion, separate in ail respects from any
existing sect; because it bases its affirmations purely
upon démonstration of fact, science and natural law,
and admits no creed, or denominational boundary.

In what points does Spiritualism stand unrivalled?

In points of unity of design, invisible concert of
action and manifest purpose.

Is it unlike existing sects in other countries?

Many believers appear to accept phenomena as
means of deepening their conviction in credal faiths
rather than as means of originating views of after-
life that destroy reliance upon ancient forms and
beliefs.

I'ur/fe Thirteen

W hat phase of phenomena was clted?

I'ntranccd or inspired speakers gave descriptions of
sphere» and conditions gf spirit life. These were evi-
dently under the influence of supcrnal power.

How were these discources received?

They have been acccptcd by many as truthfullv
représentative of spirit life; taking placi in the mind»
offlistcncrs of the old théories concerning Continue*!
Life.

W hat matters were given in the discources?

1. Analytical discources on natural sciences.

2. Beneficicnce of Dcity.

3. Guardianship of ministering spirit».

4. Causes of human action as tend to devait or
deform human spirit. (N. S. A Prin. VII.)

5 Various reforms of the day, popular opinions
analyzed.

W hat appeal was made to the thinker?

Spiritualism, as a religion based on fact, proved
by science, defended with discources of supra-mun-
dane sources, appealed to thinkers. It appeaied to
reason; it requires people to do their own thinking.
W hat important human phenomenon” was pre-

sented ?

Standing alone, unrivalled in character of his spir-
itual endowments and the irrésistible nature of his
influence upon humanity, Andrew Jackson Davis,
called later The Poughkecpsie Scer.

Give some points for which he was remarkable.

1. Skill in diagnosing and prescribing for disease.

2. A total deficiency of éducation.

3. A degree of intuitive refinement.

4. A gréce which could not be expected from his
origin.

Who was he?

Davis was the son and apprentice of a poor country
shoemaker. At fourteen he was casually magnetized
and later travelled with an operator.

What did he announce later?

In his eighteenth year he announced that a phase
of spiritual power was about to be revealed through
his organism, commencing with the delivery of lec-
tures. Naturels Divine ta gfrvt and
others followed later.

Were there other médiums at that time?

Many Meédiums followed. There were continued
and fresh arrivais of popular and gifted Médiums
when Emma Hardinge concluded her History, or
Record of Twenty Years, and the works of the
early pioneers followed after them.

DESCRIPTION OF LIZZIE DOTEN
From Memoranda (Davis)

Miss Doten in 1864 : poetess, seeress, speaker. She
was tireless in her spiritual labors, enduring bodily
fatigue as she went from city to city. She was the
soll of earnestness, lucidity of thought, author, under
inspiration, of poems, rich in deep truths, '‘but most
remarkable for an etherial pénétration into secret
springs of human character, feelings, impulses,
motives.

These words of Davis form a lovely picture of
her: “She was pale, with black, glossy hair and
dark expressive eyes. The entire atmosphere of her
face and figure impress me with the feeling that
every word she speaks is the coin of a mind that
has thought and struggled in earnest.”

THE LYCEUM ANNOUNCED
From Memoranda

The Lyceum: “A new thing under the sun.”
Why a new thing?

Its basis is the two-fold nature of the child; the
body and its functions; the soll and its intuitions.
W hat do t!je*e two part* of child nature need?

Both need and demand attention, éducation, récréa-
tion.
How are the children classified ?

Into groups, with a Teacher, or Leader, for each
group.
W hat i* a Spiritualut Lyceum Manuel?

A book adapted to Lyceum needs for teacher,
leader, officer, student, parent. There are songs of
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THE MEDIUM'S MESSAGE
tH# Aihrit)
ifU MAfning he Was awakene< friwti swip, It was
IKajuy trvwi which 1k i\ rwkon the Avivent, Marvh
i9'%k Phtrt wjis a hreathirtg and a \Wicv s}eik
»¢ "Rn her« th? good wwxk has MM iHebohl!
| WhiS sledKMUrdtiton is Kwil''  lie was teltt VWHVD
kknnig what could be meant by such a messaie'
Afiervanlgs he teirned that at thi* tiine Spirit
Communiation was estabhsheii in thel honlie
Fox in the villagc of Hydesvilb\ New York.
Xnus mitualism bean™ in povtrt,v aiui ohscurit>\
a fint of Kght shin*n$ imthe oom ol nuiteriialisni.

LESSON

From Twonty «tour Ye*n» Aftor Achront
AftnittrMry Addrrw of A, J. Duti*

How cbd SpiritutHun W |Jin?

It commeuced in poverty «ml «toiriiy ; as a point
ot' light shilling into thr «houiuling jiktiim of mate-
rialism. It came: "a sound, hreathing thr approaeh
of a nov heawn and a nrw earth, fioated down front
thr shores of thr Stunmeriand.*

With what re*ult?

Wr eosnmentorate that rvrnt and review thr dr-
vrkipntrnts that flow and expand front that point.
What ha* boa doua?

Spiritualisra has destroyed drath and hrll and it
bas hronghl inimortaliiy to light.

What i* it* nature?

It is fonndrd npon thr spiritual constitution of
man. It ts natnral to thr imprrishablr inmost of
nun as materialism ts natnral to thr instincts of tltr
destructible phystcal organisation.

1* Spirituali*m nrw ?

Strictly speaking. Spiritualisai is co-rvat with thr

lifr of hunianity. Manifestations of spirit coni-
iV. h;la of tunland. at whk'h timr

also commenced thr frar of drath.

What do «* commémorat*?

Thr origin of thr modem rrvival, aftrr a com-
parative skrp of such phrnomrna, following the law
of tides. in fiooding and ebbing throngh thr world.
W hat are the esternal facta?

Spiritualism is srrn as a démonstration of a spir-
itual constitution within ntan's body; a démonstration
that this organtted, spiritual tnan triumphs over thr
drath of thr body: a démonstration that hc can re~
visét the rarth and bring trstimonials to those he Irft
m thr body.

HOW SHALL WE CELEBRATE?
“Wr unité our thanksgiving,
wr mingle our bénédictions,
ovrr thr most mémorable, illustrions rvrnt,
possible to thr entirr lifr of mankind.”
What 9 the %vent?*
It is a démonstration to thr materia] srnsrs of
anothrr univrrsr with fts loftier harmonies and limit-
Irss possibilities, freely oprnrd to each individnal soll,

What wa» constructed by the démonstration*?

A laddrr of thought and affection, a means of
**\g* *nd drscrnt, brtwrrn the wortd of things and
the realms of eteraal Hfe.

Who are they wbo constructed the laddrr?

Messenger* from thr Spirit World, bringing philo-
sophie Trnth, mtrring homes on rarth, pouring nrw
light on Science, developing Intellectual Powers,
overcommg Pnde and Ignorance, crowning and fill-
I-{ hnmanity with **Joy unspeakable and full of
giory.

We see the steady gain of man,
That ali of good the past has had,
Remains to make our own 9 gtad,
Onr commun daily Hfe divine,
And every land a Palestine.

—Whittier.

THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST

SP1RITUALISTS AND HUMORISTS

Smw the Niris press announced Monsieur Mort
miracukms conversion ot «U lt«H*h «nd America
Spiritualist* V>V ww ncgtwH h» \i$ faith in Reii
VWMihi», thr hnmorists and earieaturists have brr

bulv mak  |dayfut fi  f SuiritualistR? satys the
M f Iy iihlnii\  Dteir

tous |Heti ns e tKit, hoWevey,

ill-natuml.  So they witly inake the Fn Spirit-

ualists smijle, Mere are sonu e\aniides. 11O [[lersiuts
seated at ii tahle say to a Si

"Are Xhi there? If yes,
not there. rip twke I

Ainuher artist shows two siners at a fatev They
inw>ke the spirit ot Adele. When she finés Wit an*
swer, one of them says

“It is a«t possible to «et an jinswer irom Adéle
Slie was imiplovetl in ilhe tiddiNK

In anotiNer juctnre one bf t) es the
figure of Napolemi, WIK\ jitran]fet\' enoUfih. has a
Muck o e!

"Monsieur ' he rxelaims sorrowfnlly, "you h.ue
been vvounded!"

"\es, hang il!" he repiied angrilv. "In tlying
ovrr the Kiffel lower 1 snddcnly received a wircless
message in the corner of my eye!"

One particularly dever cartoonist showed a sériés
ot sketches ni whioh a sitter risos stnUleulv from
the tipping table, slirieking with pain. When the
hght is tiirned on his nose is seen to he of enormous
si*e, When asked what had happened, his reply
was: "I evokeil Queen Catherine of Knssia. But
it was Ivan the Terrible who came!"

IVrhaps the sketch in the list which will prove
most interesting to Americans is one in which Messrs.
Poincaré and Briand arc shown sitting at a table.
They call for the spirit of Woodrow Wilson in the
hopc of securing a diminution of the American war
debt. But it is the spirit of President Monroe who
contes!

Thesg are examples of humorotts quips at Spirit-
ualism in France, and. adds the Editor of the fWer-
mttiomtl Psychif Gostllt, the same thing is donbt-
less occurring in ail other countries whercin there
are skeptics—and caricaturists !

i once. If yon are

SCRAPS OF VERSE

"Man liveth only in himself, but the Lord liveth in
ail things,

And His Pervading unity quickeneth the whole créa-
tion;

Man doeth one thing at once, nor can he think two
thmtghts together;

God compasseth ail things, niantling the globe like
air.

am thinking today of the home put beyond,
Whert my loved oncs are gone on before;

am reaching to them, and | know they rexpond,
As | géate thru the love-opened door.

can feel them today as in rapport we corne,
Hcar the message of love that they bring ;
can sec their bright forms ait robed in pure white;
I can hcar the sweet sangs that they sing.

And this is the song that cornes from their lips:
"Earth’s children, be patient and strong;

Build you your mansions by kind words and deeds.
And joy unto you shall bclong.

For there is a law that is changeless and just,
It makes for a hell or a heaven;
As you give unto them whom you meet in distress,
The same nnto you shall be given.”“
—Arthur Wyman Sttwart.
(Mr, Stewart was a memher of the Maine State
Spiritualist Association and passed to the Spirit
World, December 10, 1928.)

Mi
TODAY
ra Y mV|(W
Suy Jt IKKP*
h « KMUaC i way
t now* ~
Not {GMIttMW. Ut
D& il now*
For the day* pas* v
What[ we mt«ht we forje

rememherinit—irjret |
Do itt noW

Lovg and Kiinlness eost iis naught,
Give it uow.
Word* of praise, a Kiving thought,
Give it now.
As we go «long life's way,
Let us share the good we n»ay,
For we only héve tinlay,
Give it now.
-Ancev

May the dreams you héve dreamed in the
years,

When your heart with hopc was high,
The dear, strange dreams that no one knew,
Of wonderful things that von dared not du

Conte truc as this ycar goes h).

May the love that burtted in your heart ci dreams,
Like tire on the heartb of home.
Lie warro and sweet, a living sign
Of human faith. and ot ljovc r>ivWw,
In the heart of the year to corne,
—William Wharton

Callrb Vtpotth
(Continued front Page U. Col, 3>

faithful soll. Services were comlucteil by her Pas-
tor, Rev. Samuel Rogers. Bitrial was at Green
Lawn Cemeterv.

Ure.—Mr, John Ure passed to the Higher Life on
Xovemher 12, 1928, at Minneapolis, Mitm., after a
long illness patiently borne. Mr. Ure was hom in
Palermo, N. V. He came to Minneapolis in tssn
and was one of the pioneers of the city, where he
eamed for himself roany friends and acquaintances
who will long cherish his lovittg niemory, Mr. Ure
was seventy-three years of age, a staunch Spiritualist
for many years and a memher of the First Spiritual-
ist Church of Minneapolis, He is survived by his
loving wife, Mrs. Minnie Ure, who unliringly nursed
liim during his long illness. They were devoted to
eaeh other and to care for htm was a labour of love.
Their only son, Fart, preceded his father into Spint
Life some twenty years, passing at the age of twenty,
when Hfe held most for him. Rev, Otto Von Bourg
conducted the funeral service at Earl’s Parlors, Min-
neapolis, Mr. Von Bourg paid a heautiful trihute to
Mr, Ure’s Hfe—one that will long be rememhered hy
those who were présent. Sente very befitting solo»
were rendered. The body of Mr. Ure was laid to
rest in the family lot in heautiful Lakewood Cemeterv,

WILLIAM ELLIOTT HAMMOND

Permanent acidres*

R.» 17A I.flv Halo, N. Y.
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progress, citai» récitations, topics for study and con-
versation, instructions Cor orgnnizing Lyceum and
conducting the sessions; dotfiiliilg duties of officcrs
and mcnibers.

THE MEDIUM’S MESSAGE
(Announcing the Advent)

Karly niorning he was awakcned from sloop, it was
the day Frotn which wc now rcckon the Advent, March
31, 184S. There was a breathing and a voice speak-
ing: “Brother, the good work lias begun. Eehold I
a living démonstration is liorn.” lie was left won-
dering what could be meant by such a message?
Afterwards, hc learned that at this time Spirit
Communication was established in the home of the
Fox family in the village of Hydesville, New York.

Thus Spiritualism began, in poverty and obscurity,
a point of light shining in the gloom of materialism.

LESSON

From Twenty-four Years After Advent
Annivers&ry Address of A. J. Davis
How did Spiritualism begin?

It commenced in iioverty and obscurity ; as a point
of light shining into the abounding gloom of mate-
rialism. It came: “a sound, breathing the approach
of a new heaven and a new carth, floated down from
the shores of the Summerland.”

With what resuit?

We commemorate that event and review the de-
velopments that flow and expand from that point.
What has been done?

Spiritualism has destroyed death and hell and it
bas brought immortality to light.

W hat is its nature?

It is founded upon the spiritual constitution of
man. It is natural to the imperishable inmost of
man as materialism is natural to the instincts of the
destructible physical organization.

Is Spiritualism new?

Strictly speaking, Spiritualism is co-eval with the
life of humanity. Manifestations of spirit com-
stctifud with the bitth of mankind, eat which time
also commenced the fear of death.

What do we commemorate?

The origin of the modem revival, after a com-
parative sleep of such phenomena, following the law
of tides, in fiopding and ebbing through the world.
What are the external facts?

Spiritualism is seen as a démonstration of a spir-
itual constitution within man’s body; a démonstration
that this organized, spiritual man triumphs over the
death of the body; a démonstration that he can re-
visit the earth and bring testimonials to those he left
in the body.

HOW SHALL WE CELEBRATE?

"We unité our thanksgiving,

we mingle our bénédictions,

over the most mémorable, illustrious event,
possible to the entire life of mankind."

W hat is the "avant?”

It is a démonstration to the material senses of
another universe with its loftier harmonies and litnit-
less possibilités, freely opened to each individual sodl.

Wbat wsis constructed by the démonstrations ?

A ladder of thought and affection, a mentis of
ascent and descent, between the world of things and
the realms of etema! life.

Who sure tbay who constructed the ladder?

Messengers from the Spirit World, bringing philo-
sophie Truth, entering homes on earth, pouring new
light on Science, developing Intellectual Powers,
overcoming Pridc and Ignorance, crownmg and fill-
ing__humanity with “Joy unspeakable and full of

We see the steady gain of man,
jtbtt ail of good the past has had,
Remains to make our own time glad,
Our common daily life divine,
And every land a Palestine.

—Whittier.

THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST

SPIRITUALISTS AND HUMORISTS

Situe the laris press unnouneed Monsieur Meyer’s
nnraculous conversion of ail Knglish and American
Spiritnalists (and otte negro!) to lus faith in Rein-
carnation, the humnrists and caricaturiste bave beett
busy tuaking playfui fun of Spiritualism ! says the
/iitcntalional Psychic Gazelle (London). Their frivo-
lous poems and cartoons are not, however, really
ill-natured. So they only make the French Spirit-
ualists smile. Here arc some examples: Two persons
seated at a table say to a Spirit,

Arc you there? If yes, rap once.
not there, rap twice!”

Another artist shows two sitters at a table. They
invoke the spirit of Adele. When she does not an-
swer, one of them says:

“It is not possible to get an answer from Adele.
She was employed in the téléphone exchange "

In another picture one of the sitters sees the
figure of Napoléon, who, strangely enough, has a
black eye'!

If you arc

Monsieur I he exclaims sorrowfully, “you have
been wounded !"
“Yes, hang it!" he replied angrily. “In flying

over the Eiffel Tower | suddenly received a wirelcss
message in the corner of my eye!”

One particularly clever cartoonist showed a séries
of sketches in which a sitter rises suddenly from
the tipping table, shrieking with i>ain. When the
light is turned on his nose is seen to be of enormous
size.z. When asked what had happened, his reply
was: “l evoked Queen Catherine of Russia. But
it was Ivan the Terrible who came!”

Perhaps the sketch in the list which will prove
most interesting to Americans is one in which Messrs.
Poincaré and Briand are shown sitting at a table.
They call for the spirit of Woodrow Wilson in the
hope of securing a diminution of the American war
debt. But it is the spirit of President Monroe who
cornes !

These are examples of humorous quips at Spirit-
ualism in France, and. adds the Editer of the Inter-
nattonal Psychic Gasette, the same thing is doubt-
Icss occurring in ail other countries wherein there
are skeptics—and caricaturists !

SCRAPS OF VERSE

“Man liveth only in himself, but the Lord liveth in
ail things,

And His Pervading unity quickeneth the whole créa-
tion;

Man doeth one thing at once, nor can he think two
thoughts together;

God compasseth ail things, mantling the globe like
air.

am thinking today of the home out beyond,
Where my loved ones are gone on before;

am reaching to them, and | know they respond,
As | gaze thru the love-opened door.

can feel them today as in rapport we corne,
Hear the message of love that they bring;
can see their bright forms ail robed in pure white;
I can hear the sweet songs that they sing.

And this is the song that cornes from their lips:
“Earth’s children, be patient and strong;

Build you your mansions by kind words and deeds,
And joy unto you shall belong.

For there is a law that is changeless and just,

It makes for a hell or a heaven;
As you give unto them whom you meet in distress,

The same unto you shall be given.”
—Arthur Wyman Stewart.
(Mr. Stewart was a member of the Maine State
Spiritualist Association and passed to the Spirit
World, December 10, 1928.)

March 1, 1929
TODAY

1i there s love within your heart
Say it now,

if a;truth you would impart,
Say it now.

Ail the world needs love and cheer,
Just a smile may dry a tcar,

Or a Word may lessen fear,

Say it now,

If a kind aef cornes your way,
Do it now.

Not tomorrow, but today,

Do it now.

For the days pass swiftly—yet
What we might do—we forget,
Then remeriibering—regret !
Do it now.

Love and londness cost us naught, h
Give it now.
Words of praise, a loving thought,
Give it now.
As we go along life’s way,
Let us share the good we may,
For we only have today,
Give it now.
—Anon.

May the clreatns you h&ve dreamed in the long, long
years,
When your heart with hope was high,
The dear, strange dreams that no one knew,
Of wonderful things that you dared not do,
Corne true as this year goes by.

May the love that burned in your heart of dreams,
Like fire on the hearth of home,
Lie warm and sweet, a living sign
Of human faith, and of Love Divfne,
In the heart of the year to corne.
—William Wharton.

U?Beponb
(Continued from Page 11, Col. 3)

faithful sodl.
tor, Rev. Samuel
Lawn Cemctery.
Ure.—Mr. John Ure passed to the Higher Life on
November 12, 1928, at Minneapolis, Minn., after a
long illness patiently borne. Mr. Ure was born in
Palermo, N. Y. He came to Minneapolis in 188»
and was one of the pioneers of the city, where he
eamed for himself many friends and acquaintances
who will long cherish his loving memory. Mr. Ure
was seventy-three years of age, a staunch Spiritualist
for many years and a member of the First Spiritual-
ist Church of Minneapolis. He is survived by his
loving wife, Mrs. Minnie Ure, who untiringly nursed
liim during his long illness. They were devoted to
each other and to care for him was a labour of love.
Their only son, Earl, precédéd his father into Spirit
Life some twenty years, passing at the &ge of twenty,
when life held most for him. Rev. Otto Von Bourg
conducted the funeral service at Earl’s Parlors, Min-
neapolis. Mr. Von Bourg paid a beautiful tribute to
Mr. Ure’s life—one that will long be remembered by
those who were présent. Some very befitting solos
were rendered. The body of Mr. Ure was laid to
rest in the family lot in beautiful Lakewood Cemetery.

Services were conducted by her Pas-
Rogers. Burial was at Green

WILLIAM ELLIOTT HAMMOND
Permanent address

Box 170 Lily Dde, N. Y.
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progrés*, elinin récitations, toplcs for stitdy ami con
versutitiii, instructions for orgnnicitig Lyceum andJ
conducting the sessionsy tletnlling dutles of officoii

THE MEDIUM’S MESSAGE
(Announcing the Advont)

Karly iiiorning he wns awakcned from sleep, Il was
the day from which wc now rcckou tho Advont, Mardi
31, 1818. Thcre wns a brentliing and a voice speak-
ing : "Hrother, tho good work lias bcgun. Bcholil |
n living domonstration is boni,” Ile was loft won-
drring wliat could bc mentit by such a message?
Afterwards, he Icarncd that at tins time Spirit
Communication was estaldished in the home of the
Fox family in tho village of liydesvillc, New York.

Thus Spiritualism began, in poverty and obscurity,
a point of light shilling in the glooni of matcrialism.

LESSON

From Twenty-four Yesri Aftor Advont
Anniveriery Address of A. J. Davis
How did Spiritualism begin ?

It commenced in poverty and obscurity; as a point
of light shilling into the abounding gloom of mate-
rialisni. It came: “a Sound, breathing the approach
of a new heaven and a new eartli, floated down from
the shorcs of the Summcrland.”

With what resuit?

We commemorate that event and review the de-
velopment» that How and expand from that point.
W hat has been done?

Spiritualism has destroyed death and hell and it
has brought immortality to light.
W hat is ita nature?

It is foitnded upon the spiritual constitution of
man. It is natural to the imperishable inmost of
man as materialism is natural to the instincts of the
destructible physical organization.
la Spiritualism naw?

Strictly speaking, Spiritualism is co-eval with the
life of humanity. Manifestations of spirit com-

with ihc bhtli of mank.nd, nt which time
also commenced the fear of death.
W hat do we commemorate?

The origin of the modem revival, after a com-
parative sleep of such phenomena, following the law
of tides, in flooding and ebbing through the world.
What ara the externe! facta?

Spiritualism is scen as a démonstration of a spir-
itual constitution witliin man’s body; a démonstration
that this organized, spiritual man triumphs over the
death of the body; a démonstration that he can re-
visit the earth and bring testimonials to those he left
in the body.

HOW SHALL WE CELEBRATE?

"We unité our thanksgiving,

we mingle our bénédictions,

over the most mémorable, illustrious event,
possible to the entire Hfe of mankind.”

W hat ia the “event?"

It is B démonstration to the material senses of
another umverse with Its loftier harmonies and lirait*
less possibilités, freely opened to each individual sodl.

W hat woa conatructed by the démonstrations ?

A ladder of thought and affection, a means of
ascent and descent, between the world of things and
the realms of eternal life.

Who are they who conatructed tho ladder?
tfessengers from the Spirit World, bringing philo-

sophie Truth, entering homes on earth, pouring new
Uffht on Science, developing Intellectual Powers,
overcoming Pridc and Ignorance, crowning and fill-
ing humanity with "Joy unspeakable and full of
glory."

We see the stendy gain of man,

That ail of good the past has had,

Remains to make our own time glad,

Our common daily tife divine.

And every land a Palestine.

—Whittier.
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SPIRITUALISTS AND HUMORISTS

, i Ills Peess uiiiKiuiiccd Monsieur Meyer'?
minimlous conversion pf al! Knglisli and American
SpiritualistN (and une negrol) to bis fai.h in Rein-
carnation, the linmorisls and carieaturists bave been
Hisy malong pIByfnl fuii of Spiritualism | says the
ntcnmioiictl. PsyrhumG”mtc (London). Tlieir frivo-
I'ILH Pa’ls ai,<I cartonns are not, liowever, rcally
dl-natured. So they only makc ,hc Frcndi Spirit.
ual.sts .mile. Here arc sonie examples: Two persons
sc,ilcd at a table say to a Spirit,

"Arc yo, thcre? if ye8 rap (IQ, O $g arc
not lLhere, mp twicc M

Another artist shows two sitters at a table They
invoke the spirit of Adéle. When slie does not an-
swer, onc of them says:

"It is not possible to gct an answer from Adele.
Shc was employed in the téléphone excliangel”

In another picture one of the sitters sces the
Iilgure of Napoléon, who, strangély cnough, bas a
black eye |

“Monsieur I’ he exclaims sorrowfully, “you bave
been wounded I’

“Ycs, hang it!” he replied angrily. “In flying
over the Eiffel Tower | suddenly received a wireless
message in the corner of my eye!”

One particularly elever cartoonist showed a sériés
of sketches in which a sitter rises suddenly from
the tipping table, shrieking with pain. When the
light is turned on his nose is seen to be of enormous
size. “When asked what had happened, bis reply
was: “l evoked Quecn Catherine of Russia. But
it was lvan the Terrible who came!”

Perhaps the sketch in the list whioh will prove
most interesting to Americans is one in which Messrs.
Poincaré and Briand are sliown sitting at a table.
They call for the spirit of Woodrow Wilson in the
hope of securing a diminution of the American war
debt. But it is the spirit of President Monroe who
cornes !

These are examples of humorous quips at Spirit-
ualism in France, and, adds the Editor of the Inter-
national Psychic Gasettc, the same thing is doubt-
less occurring in ail other countries wherein there
are skeptics—and carieaturists |

SCRAPS OF VERSE

"Man liveth only in himself, but the Lord liveth in
ail things,

And His Pervading unity quickeneth the whole créa-
tion;

Man doeth one thing at once, nor can he think two
thoughts together;

God compasseth ail things, mantling the globe like
air.

I am thinking today of the home out beyond,
Whcre my loved ones are gone on before;

am reaching to them, and | know they respond,
As | gaze tliru the love-opened door.

can feel them today as in rapport we corne,
Hear the message of love that they bring;

can see their bright fornis ali robed in pure white;
I can hear the swect songs that they sing.

And this is the song that cornes from their lips:
“Earth’s children, be patient and strong;

Build you your mansions by kind words and deeds,
And joy unto you shall belong.

For thcre is a law that is changeless and just,
It makes for a hell or a heaven;
As you give unto them whom you meet in distress,
The same unto you shall be given.”
—Arthur Wyman Stswart.
(Mr. Stewart was a mendier of the Maine State
Spiritualist Association and passed to the Spirit
World, December 10, 1628.)
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TODAY
Jf thcre » love witliin your heart,
Say jt how.
If a truth you would impart,
'S8y it now.
Ail the world need» love and checr,
Just a smile may dry a tcar,

<r a Word may lesscn fear,
Say it now.

If a kind act cornes your way,
Dp it now.

Not tomorrow, but today,

Do it now.

For the days pass swiftly—yet
What we might do~we forget,

Then rememliering—regret !
Do it now.

Love and kindness cost us naught, jg
Give it now.
Words of praise, a loving thought,
Give it now.
As we go along life’s way,
Let us share the good we may,
For we only have today,
Give it now.
—Anon.

May the dreams you have dreatned in the long, long
years,
When your heart with hope was high,
The dear, strange dreams that no one knew,
Of wonderful things that you dared not do,
Corne true as this year goes by.

May the love that burned in your heart of dreams,
Like fire on the hearth of home,
Lie warm and sweet, a living sign
Of human faith, and of Love Divine,
In the heart of the year to corne.
—William Wharton.

Calieb Peponb
(Continued from Page 11, Col. 3)

Services were conducted by her Pas-
Rogers. Burial was at Green

faithful sodl.
tor, Rev. Samuel
Lawn Cemetery.
Ura.—Mr. John Ure passed to the Higher Life on
November 13, 1628, at Minneapolis, Minn., after a
long illness patiently borne. Mr. Ure was born in
Palermo, N. Y. He came to Minneapolis in 1886
and was one of the pioneers of the city, where he
earned for himself many friends and acquaintances
who will long cherish his loving memory. Mr. Ure
was seventy-three years of age, a staunch Spiritualist
for many years and a member of the First Spiritual-
ist Church of Minneapolis. He is survived by his
loving wife, Mrs. Minnie Ure, who untiringly nursed
liirn during his long illness. They were devoted to
each other and to care for him was a labour of love.
Their only son, Earl, preceded his father into Spirit
Life sonie twenty years, passing at the age of twenty,
when life held most for him. Rev. Otto Von Bourg
conducted the funeral service at Earl’s Parlors, Min-
neapolis. Mr. Von Bourg paid a beautiful tribute to
Mr. Ure’s life—one that will long be remembered by
those who were présent. Sortie very befitting solo?
were rendered. The body of Mr. Ure was laid to
rest in the family lot in beautiful Lakewood Cemetery.

WILLIAM ELLIOTT HAMMOND
Permanent addres»

Box 170 Lily Dale, N. Y.
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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES

Adopted by the National Spiritual Association,
u. s. A

1 Woc believe in Infinité Intelligence.

2. We believe that the phenomena of nature, both
physical and spiritual, are the expression of Infinité
Intelligence. W.

3. We affirm that a correct understanding of
such expression and living in accordance therewith,
constitute true religion.

4. We affirm that the existence and Personal
identity of the individual continue after the change
called death.

5. We aflfirm that communication with the so-
called dead is a fact, scientifically proven by the
phenomena of Spiritualism.

6. We believe that the highest morality is con-
tained in the Golden Rule: *“Whatsoever ye would
that others should do unto you, do ye also unto
them.”

7. We affirm the moral responsibility of the in-
dividual, and that he makes his own happiness or
unhappiness as he obeys or disobeys Nature's physi-
cal and spiritual laws.

8. We affirm that the doorway to reformation is
never closed against any human sodl here or herc-
after.

Définitions
Adopted
October 9, 1919, and October 24, 1919.

1. Spiritualism is the Science, Philosophy and Re-
ligion of continuous life, based upon the demon-
strated fact of communication, by means of mc-
diumship, with those who live in the Spirit World.

2. A Spiritualist is one who believes, as a part
of his or her religion, in the communication between
this, and the spirit world by means of mediumship,
and who endeavors to mould his or her character
and conduct in accordance with the highest teachings
derived from such communion.

3. A Medium is one whose organism is sensitive
to vibrations from the spirit world, and through
whose instrumentality, intelligences in that world are
able to convey messages and produce the phenomena
of Spiritualism.

Spiritualism is a Science because it investigates,
analyzes and classifies facts and manifestations, dem-
onstrated from the spirit side of life.

Spiritualism is a Philosophy because it studies the
laws of nature both on the seen and unseen sides of
life and bases its conclusions upon présent observed
facts. It accepta statements of observed facts of
past &ges and conclusions drawn therefrom, when sus-
tained by reason and by results of observed facts of
the présent day.

Spiritualism is a Religion because it strives to
understand and to comply with the Physical, Mental
and Spiritual Laws of Nature, which are the laws
of God. m

MONEY MAKING PLANS

and ways to entertain. A monthly magazine
full of new ideas for Fairs, Parties. New
Games, Stunts. Sample, 25c; year, $2 with
150 Supper Tickets Free. Desk 41, 2346 N.

High, Columbus, Ohio.
A Gold Mine for Church Workers

IMPORTANT NOTICES

Requests for change of acidres* muat reach us at
leaat thirty days before date of bsne with which it
| to take effect. Duplicata copies can not ha sent
to replace those which romain undelirered through
failure to sand such notice well in advance. The
post office does not forward magasines. Also, it
will help us to serra you promptly if when you
sand the new address you will also mention the
old one.

THIS NOTICE IS OF THE UTMOST
IMPORTANCE. DO NOT DISREGARD IT.

THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST

IMPORTANT SPIRITUALIST BOOKS
FOR A READING COURSE
For Sale by the National Spiritualist Asso-
ciation, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue, S. E.,
W ashington, D. C.

Standard W orks Postage

Continuity of Life (Lockwood).......... $1.00 10c
Lisbeth (TWiNg) v 1.00 10c
Outlines of Spiritualism for the Young

(Kitson) ......... 1.60 10c
Poems of Inner Life (Doten)............. 1.26
Poems of Progress (Doten).............. 1.25
The Philosophy of Spiritualism (Kates) 1.00 10c

Mark Chester (Petersilea)......cccovieiernnns 76 6c

Mary Ann Carew (Petersilea).............. 1.00 10c
The Discovered Country (Petersilea). 1.00 10c
Scientific Basis of Spiritualism (Sar-

GENT) oo 1.50 10c
Researches Into Modem Spiritualism

(Crookes), paper ..iiieinieieninns 35 6c
The Divine Gift of Mediumship (Rich-

mond L. Bishop).....oiniicienen, 1.00
Science and Power of the Mind (Rich-

mond L. Bishop)...iiiiiiccinienn, 1.00
The Philosophy of Natural Science

(Richmond L. Bishop).....un. 1.00
Mediumship Defined and Defended

Colville), paper . 50
Mediumship; Its Nature, Laws, etc

Colville), paper i 50
Spiritualistic Expériences (Wallace),

PAPET s 20
If a Man Dies Shall He Live Again?

(Wallace), paper ., 25
Pathway of tbe Human Spirit Traced 1.00 10c
Truth About Spiritualism (Dr. Wm.

J. Bryan) . 1.10
Letters From Spirit People (Dr. Helen

Weyant), postpaid ........veiienan 1.00
Impeachment of the Bible (E. S.

WESE) o 1.00
What Spiritualism Really Is (Dr.

Wm. J. Bryan) and (Thomas Car-

IYIE) o 1.90 10s

Dodd, Mead & Co. Publications

(For Sale by National Spiritualist Association)
The Light Beyond (Materlinck)....ccoovrrvcnnn 63.50

Our Etemity (Materlinck) ..o, 2.00 Money back if not desired after inspection.

The Unknown Guest (Materlinck).....ccoeeven... 2.00 THE OCCULT PRESS

Mountain Faths ( Materlinck) .o Mt P. O. Box 43 Jamaica, N. »., U. S. A. J

Death (Materlinck) ....cccovnneee. 1.25

Modem Psychical Phenomena (Hereward Car-

INGION) e 2.56

Your Psychic Powers and How to Develop
Them (Hereward Carrington)........coccveevnnns 8.00 Lo

The ngélcal Phen%mena of Spiritualism (Here- Are Ygu Signing Your Name for Suc-
ward Carrington) ..., 8.00 ces»”

The Cornln Science (Hereward Carrington).. 8.00 . . .

Psgchlcal ;znomena and the War (Hereward Following the Right Vocation?

arrington ) o 2.60 . . . )

Christ in You (ANONYMOUS).....cccoeovrrierernrnnnenes 98§ Tuning in on Your Own Vibrations?
Ell’ltua| Reconstruction (Anonymous)............. L25
e Thinning of the Veil (Wallace)................. 1.26 If not, send stamp for my leaflet.

Private Dowding (ANONYMOUS)....ccccovvrvrernnnne. 126

To Walk With God (Anne W. Lane and Har-
hrlet Blaine E%eat)....h............r.] ...... VR 1M LIDA W. AMERIGE,

The Future Life in the Light of Modem In-
quiry (McComb) ..o 176 S F61O _Geary St., Dept. CMI.'f .

Tt?e P)roofs of the Truths of Spiritualism (Hens- 260 an Francisco alirornia
OW) ottt .

The History and Power of Mind (Richard In-
galese) ... U UPORR 2.60 LYCEUM SUPPLIES

Occult Philosophy (Richard Ingalese)................ 2.50

The Psychology of Drelam|s (Walsh).....ccccco 2.50 The following Lyceum supplies may be obtained

upon application to Rev. Mary C. Vlasek, 121 E. 30th
Works of E. W. Sprague St, Los Angeles, California.

AU the Spiritualism of the Christian Bible, and Each $0.01)4
the Scrl%ture Directly Opposing It. New andl I(_)esscfp' SheFe)t§ """""""""""""""""""""""" ,.Each $O(?1;4
exhaustive. PoOStPaid .........ccccoovveverirecrereriininns .00 N TIME FINS. e ach

“Was Jésus of Nazareth God or Man, Christ or On Time Garda......ccceeeveevrrennn. Per hundred .20
Sp:j”t Medium? Let the Bible décidé. Post- 200 Verse Cards ....ooooovoveriienneinnn. Per hundred .10
PRI .o ! ; 10

Spirit Medlumshlg its Various Phases, How Plctyre Cards oo Per hundred o
Developed and Safely Practiced. Revised and Merit Cards ..o Per hundred .
enlarged.  Postpaid ... 200 Merit Cards .......cooivieiiiniiiienn Per hundred .25

S%gltsp?rslfazll?gma False Doctrine and a Menace Us Merit Cards with Lord’s Prayer.Per hundred .65

Poems " of  Modem '.Il'.l’ll.(.)ll.Jl(:;.H;[ """ and éb'llr'i'tﬂ'zill |B_|rthday PiNS e Each  «01)4
TruthS.is i *” 125 Birthday BOOKIEts ... “Each 04

Ail above Cloth Bound.I Englisfa Manuals .......c.ccoceevvivvincnnnnn o Each 85
Pamphlets SONGSLEr .o, Each 150

Réincarnation True or False............... $0.50 Five Hand_ Books for Study Oass......... Each .12

Sp|r|t Knock|ngs in the Wes|\/¥ Home in thel Membershlp Cards .o Dozen 20
Years 1716-17. Rev. John Wesley, Founder Attendance Cards ......coooeeeereeiernnnn. Dozen .15
of éhe “{'etHOdBt Churg{:h a Sﬁlrlhtuaust (ac- LYCEUM PiNS oooovvceocieesieeseeseessienies e Each 10
cording to his own writings, which were sup- ;

pressed about 1808). PFICE...o..rerrrmsrosrres 5g We Miss You Cards....unns Perhunéfed
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Adventism and the Devil..........ccoooiiiiininiiie ;
I'b® Science of Spirit Communion Analyzed and

Explained. Second édition, enlarged and im-
proved. Price

False Frophets and Fraudulent Médiums of the
Christian Bible

The Spiritualists at Work.

Workers and the Cause..........ccccoeevirivicrinennns .30
Testimonies of Leading Scientists and Theolo-
gians Who Are Spiritualists........ccccc.c.. . 15

Baptismal and Marriage Certificates, Sunflower
Buttons, the Spiritualist Manual and Hymn Book
May Be Obtained from H. P. Strack, Secretary,
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, S. E., Washington,
D. C. Propagande Leafiets from Rev. Elisa-
beth Schauss, 849 Wright Ct.,, Toledo, Ohio, or

Joseph P. Whitwell, President, 17 E. Third St, St.
Paul, Minn.

The Editor Requests of Subscribers that from
This Date Ail Checgnes, Money orders and Drafts
Be Made Payable to THE NATIONAL SPIRIT-
UALIST.

Wilhelmina Bertha Bickett
Healer—Lecturer—Teacher

Correspondence Course in the Science of Life.
Write for particulars. Address: Healing Beth-
any, 11 West McMicken Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio.

WHO’S WHO IN OCCULTISM

NEW THOUGHT, PSYCHISM
and

SPIRITUALISM
Edited by Wm. C. Hartmann

A Reference Book of Individuals, Move-
ments, Societies, Biographies, Periodicals,
Publishers, Prominent Médiums, etc. The
only book of its kind in the world. Should
be in Every Spiritualist Home. Price $5.00.
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VISITING LIST

Sfihtualmt wlll publl.li hereafter io the
Viilting Liat the name of Church, or Society, place of meet-
ing, houra of Sunday Servicea, name of Paator, or Prealdent,
arlth addreaa. No oard under thla holding will be accopted
(or a ahorter perlod thon aix montha.

Birmingham, AU—PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUAL-
IST CHURCH, Lincoln Life Auditorium, XBth St.
at Ist Ave. Lecture and Messages on Sunday at
7:30 P. M. Mrs. Grace B. Larsen, Pastor.

Buffalo, N. Y—CHURCH OF SPIRIT COM-
MUNION, Hotel Statler. Théodore Russell, Pas-
tor. Service Sunday at 8 P. M.; Midweek Service
Tliursday evening.

Chicago, lll—THE PSYCHIC SCIENCE SPIR-
ITUALIST CHURCH. Services Sunday at 8
P. M. New United Masorric Temple Building. 32
West Randolph St. Rev. Bessie Woodworth, Pas-
tor, 4340 Jackson Blvd. Mansfield 4X30.

Chicago, 111 — CENTURY SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH, Belmont Hall, Belmont Ave. and North
Clark St. Meetings every Sunday at 2:30 and
7:30 P. M. Rev. Barbara Hilbert, Pastor, 3750
Costello Ave.

Colorado Springa, Colo.—SPIRITUAL CHURCH
OF TRUTH AND SCIENCE, 7 North Cascade.
Services every Sunday at 7:30. Lecture by Pastor
Schider.

Denver, Colo.—FIRST CHURCH OF TRUTH
SPIRITUALIST, Mining Exchange Hall, 15th
and Arapahoe Sts. Meets every Sunday evening.
Rev. Jessie Beard, Pastor.

Denver, Colo—SPIRITUAL CHURCH OF THE
NEW ERA. Services at Glenarm and 14th Sts.,
K. P. Bldg., everE/ Sunday at 8:00 P. M. Dr.
Walter E. Mansfield, Pastor and Lecturer.

Detroit, Mich—FIRST SPIRITUAL HEALING
CHURCH, 1551 Hart Ave., Rev. Flora Loclcridge,
Pastor.  Services every Sund&/ 7:30 P. .
Spiritualists Lyceum 1:30 P. M. Healing and
Message circle 3 P. M.

Detroit, Mich.—SPIRITUALIST CHURCH OF
REDEMPTION. K. P. Hall, corner of Dragoon
and Lafayette Blvd. Every Sunday at 7:45 P. M.
Mr. W. W. Knowles, Pastor.

Detroit, Mich.—FIRST SPIRITUALIST TEM-
PLE, 8647 Woodward Ave., corner of Blaine.
Services every Sunday at 7:30 P. M. Children’s
Lyceum, 2:30 P. M. John Throop, Pres., 7034 W.
Lafayette Ave.

Dubuque. lowa. —SPIRITUAL SCIENCE SO-

I CIETY, Facade Bldg. (opposite Post Office), sec-

I oml flpnr, -Sgp<av -Spryirj«ii at .8 P, M, AddrCf*

J and SpirH Messages. Lucille Millar, President.

East Liverpool, Ohio.—FIRST SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH holds services every Sunday evening at
8 o'dock in the G. A. R. Hall, corner of Fourth
and Washington Sts. Mrs. E. M. Gerwick, Pres.,
620 Jefferson St.

Evan.villa, Ind—THE BIBLE SPIRITUAL
CHURCH) holds services in the Municipal Market
Hall Sundays. Rev. Anna E. Knoll, Pastor.

Grand Rapids, Mich—~THE HOME SPIRITUAL-
IST CHURCH, K. of P. Hall, 21 N. lonia Ave.
Mrs. Belle Fuller, Pastor. Servcies cach Sunday,
2:30 P. M., Healing, Message and Class. 7:30
P, M, Lecture and Messages. Pastor’s address,
232 S. Division Ave.

Jackson, Mich. — SPIRITUAL SCIENCE
CHURCH, Webb Bloclc Hall, 126 S. Mechanlc St.
Services Sundays at 2:30 and 7:30 P. M. Frances
C. Birdsall, Secy., 307 S. EIm St.

Jamostown, N. Y—SPIRITUAL SCIENCE
CHURCH, 111 S. Main St. Rev. Louisa L.
Bramer, Pastor. Sunday services, 7:30 P. M. Ly-
ceum, 6:00 P, M. Phone W.

Llly Dala, N. Yr-FIRST SPIRITUALIST
mCHURCH. Services in the Lyceum Building, 15
North St., every Sunday at 3:00 and 1:00 P. M.
Lecture and Messages.
dall, Pastor.

Los Angalaa, Callf—PROGRESSIVE SOCIETY
OF SPIRITUAL TRUTHSEEKERS. First
Spiritualist Temple, B6 E. 23d St, Mary C.
vlasek, Pastor. Sunday Lyceum at | :30! Healing
at 2; Message circles at 3:30; Lecture and Mes-
sages at 8

Milwaukoa, Wi»—THE FIRST SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH, 15th and Wright St*. Regular Sunday
evening services at 8 P. M.

Milweukoo, Wi»—PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUAL-
IST CHURCH, Thirteenth and Walnut Sts. Sun-

Ths National

Mrs. Laura Mclvor-Tyn-

daz\goservices. Lyceum at 10:00 A. M. Evening* at

3_: P. M. Lecture and Messages by Church” Mé-
iums,

Minneapolis, Minn.—FI RST SPIRITUALIST

CHURCH, 616 Fifteenth St. Sunday services:
Lyceum at 2 P. M. Lecture and MeSsages at 3
P. M. Lecture and Splrit Greetings by Rev. Otto
von Bourg, Pastor, at 7:45 P. M.

New Orléans, La.—FIRST CHURCH OF DIVINE
FELLOWSHIP, Rev. O. L Clark, Pastor,
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Spain St. SundeB/

N services, 10:00 A. M, Spiritual-
ist Lyceum; 7:3
Sages:

P. M, Lecture and Spirit Mes-

Lincoln, Neb.—SPIRITUALIST CIIURCII OF
LIGHT AND TRUTH. Services Sunday at 7:80
Lecture and Spirit Messages. Mrs. |- F, Otto
Sec., 2027 Gee Street.

New York, N. Y.—SPIRITUALIST CHURCH OF
ETERNAL ADVANCEM ENT, 328 West 72nd
St, New York, N. Y. Sunday services at 8:15.
Speaker, Alice G. Hensler. Medium, Rev. S. W.
Cushing.

New York, N. Y.—SPIRITUALIST CHURCH OF
PSYCHIC SCIENCE. Rev. Conrad H. Hauser
Pastor. 172 W. 7»th St., Apt. 2, W., New York
8CIty. Services with Messages Sunday evenings at

:to.

Omaha, Neb.—THE SPIRITUALIST CHURCH
OF HEALING. Sunday evening service at 8
P. M. at the Labor Temple, 19ih and Davenport
Street. Rev. A. D. Benedict. Pastor. Résidence,
2103 Douglas. Phone Atlantic 9953,

Pueblo, Colo.—FIRST SPIRITUALIST CHURCH.
G. A R. Hall, 605y N. Main St. Dr. Béas Libby,
Pastor; L. M. Keator, President.

Reading, Pa.—SECOND SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH, 0Odd Fellows Temple, corner Eighth
and Franklin Sts. Rev. Sada Louise Hand, Min-

ister. ~Services, Sunday, 3 P. M., Healing and In-
struction; 7:45 P. M., Address and Spirit Mes-
sages.

Seattle, Wa»h.—TEMPLE OF TRUTH SECOND
SPIRITUALIST CHURCH meets at A.O.U.W.
Hall, 1409 9th Ave. Circles and Healing at 6 P. M.
Lecture and Messages at 7:45 P. M. “Rev. Stella
Ross Wallace, Pastor, 523 Seneca St. Tel. Main
5875.

St. Joseph, Mo.—THE FIRST SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH, 114y* South Seventh Street, Rev. Loui
A. Ward, Pastor. Healing Service on Sunday at
3:30; Lyceum at 6:30; Lecture at 3:00.

St. Louis, Mo.—PLYMOUTH SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH, Cabanne Library Auditorium, N. E.
corner Union and Cabanne avenues (entrance front
Cabanne avenue). Every Sunday, 7:45 p. m. Dr.
Otto Vierling, Speaker. Mary " Letitia Vierling,
Assistant Speaker and Test Medium. Res. 4555
Adkins Ave.

St. Peul, Minn—FIRST SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH. Spiritualist Hall, 316 Minnesota St.,
Mrs. J. P. Whitwell, Pastor, Spiritualist Service
with mLecture, Spirit MessSfltél, TT48' P. M.

St. Peul, Minn.—SPIRITUALIST RESEARCH
ASSOCIATION. Degree of Honor Building,
Sixth and St. Peter. Mrs. J. £). Clemmy, Pastor.
Sundays at 8 P. M., Pastor* residence, 330 King
St. Phone Riverview 2296.

St. Petersburg, Fie—THE FIRST SPIRITUAL-
IST CHURCH. Every Sunday at 7:30 P. M.
Tourists’ Auditorium, 210 Second Ave., N. Lec-
tures and Messages by Miss Hazel Ridley, Buffalo,
N. Y. Sundav Sehool. 10 A. M.

Syracuse, N. Y.—FIRST SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH. 711 S. State St. The Rev. Dr. Alexan-
der J. Mclvor-Tyhdall, Pastor. Rev. Lelia Wil-
liams, Assistant Pastor. Services Sunday, 3 P. M.
and 7:30 P. M. Children's Lyceum, 4:15.

Taylor, Taxes.—AMERICAN SPIRITUALIST

HURCH. West Fourth Street. Sunday services :
Iwceum and Bible Class, 10:00 A. M. Spiritualist
Young I’eople’s Union, 0:30 P. M. Lecture and
Spirit- Greetings, 7:30 P. M. Rev. A. Cervin,
Pastor.

Tulse, Okle —FIRST SPIRITUALIST SOCIETY,
135 E. Second Street. Rev. Adella Reynolds,
Pastor. Reésidence, 18 West Tenth Street. Sun-
day services: Lyceum, B:SO A. M.; Healing, Lec-
ture and _Messages. 7:30 P. M.

Houston, Texas.—THE FIRST SPIRITUALIST
CHURCH, 91054 Preston Ave. Dr. F. G. West,
Pastor. Services, Sunday, 7:45 P. M.: Wednes-
day, 2:15 P. M.; Thursday 7:45 P. M. Pastor’s
address, 2005 Milam St. Fairfax 2052.

MORRIS PRATT

INSTITUTE
W hitewater, Wiaconain
A TRAINING SCHOOL FOR SPIRITUALISTIC
WORK
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO
MORRIS PRATT INSTITUTE, WHITEWATER,
WISCONSIN
Sehool yoar bogin. W tdn.idt,f Soptomhor 19th,
1828, clo.os Wodno.day, May 20th, 1828
Tuition par yoar.. $50.00
Tuition hy tho month 1080

* Mardi 1 VJ>9

SECRETARIES OF STATE ASSOCIATIONS
Cagiforlrli]%*!-Miss Idclla McFarlin, 1401 S. Ucrendo
{., Angeles.

Coloraddp-E.mil Jmisoh, 1004 E. i7th St., Denver.

Connccticut-JRichard Gruiulmann, 9 Tower Rd.,
East Hartford.

Ilinois—ElImcr Livingston, 039 N. Latrobe Awve.
Chicago. aHE

Indiana—Ernest li. Voges, 833 N. Alabama St.,
Indianapolis. ]

lowa—Miss Lurilje Millar, P. O. Box 264, Du-
buque.

Kansas—Mrs. Aulne Bcrditic, 810 S. Estell St..
Wichita,

Maine—Mrs. Mary Drafce'Jcnne, Etna, Maine.

Massachusetts—Mrs. Emma B. Kainc, 175 Tre-
niont St., Boston.
Michigan—Mrs. Loretta E. Schmitt, 767 W. Grand
Blvd., Detroit. )
Minnesota—P. H. Stacey., 721 14th A%,, N., Min-
neapolis.

Missouri—Dr. Otto Vierling, 4555 Adkins Ave.,
St. Louis.

.New Jersey—Mrs. Robina R, Palumllo, 38 Grand

H Ave., N«varie. U

New Voik-iljre<f' W. Constantine, 1121Anderson
Place, Bnfitloi

Ohiot_—Mrs. Alicé Lanib, ,647 Crown St., Clftcin-,
nati.

Okclahoma—NeIIie Brandom, 1020 S. 3th St., Ponga

ity.
Oregon—Bertha M. Smith, 417 65th St. S. E.,
Portland. ) ) ]
Pennsylvania—George W. i Davidson, 1213 Air-
brake Ave., Turtle Creek.

Texas—Mrs. Maggie Slutter, 225 E. Locust St.,
San Antonio.

Vermont—Mrs. Lucie F. Getty, 92 N. Main St,
Northfield.

Wasth_lngton—Wm. Jones, P. O. Box 1503, Ta-
cotria.

Wisconsin—Miss Louise G. Loebel, 486 W. Sec-
ond St.,, Fond du Lac.

SpiritualistHymnal
Pablished by th. N. S.’A .

156 Spiritual Songs with Music
PR1CES:—Cloth bound, M c«tf lingla _cooy; 19 conta mtr*
for potUfA. $599 por dosra copia# or ia iota of 25 or mar*
49 conta aach.

Puttboard Undtal) 19 oonti outglo copy, 9 conta titra ht
poataga. In lots at' 25 or moro 25 conta par clopjr. o
In quantity aklpmanta tho coartor charge ld addadi aithmr
Cxproaa or Paroo! Pool rntoa. No. C. O* D. ohlpment*.

Sunflowar Pins | Buttona............ «...25¢ aach $2.49 par doaon
Marriaga cartiAcataa . ....25c ooch 249 par doaon
Baptismal cortlAcatao ..o 15c aach 129 por doaon

Addreaa «ll ordera to
NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASS’N
600 Pann.ylvania Avenus, S. E.
Washington, D. C.

SPIRITUALIST MANUAL
Revised Edition
Compilod, edopted end reeommended by the
NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION
For usa by teaehers and studants of
SPIRITUALIST PHILOSOPHY
Price $1.50, Prépaie!
Cnn be obtninnd from N. S. A. Headquartera
H. P. STRACK, Secy
600 Penne Avenue, S.E.
Washington, D. C.
or from
JOS. P. WHITWELL

17 East Third St., St. Paul, Minn.
N. S. A
BUREAU OF EDUCATION
Iacaﬂudirga%r‘ﬂhéraapormma Courte

Hialory, Science, Philosopha and Ralifion
of

MODERN SPIRITUALISM
(Indar the dirsetian of Thormes Grimshiw tnd Mark A Barwiso
For parl;cior, iddreu
THOMAS GRIMSHAW
Morri» Pr.tt In.lltut.___ Whit.w.tw, W*

THE NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST
Offlcal Orgon of tho N. S. A

Ono Uoll®r & Yo&f



