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Certain areas of UFO research loom larger than others today. 
The following topics, in particular, need to be fully explored and 
doing this would constitute a worthwhile research program: (1) 
Evaluation of humanoid reports and reporters, witness credibility, 
report content credibility, cultural influences (“filters”), 
psychological factors, etc. (2) Ways and means for collecting and 
studying physical evidence cases of all types (physical traces, E-M 
effects, phsyiological effects, etc.); kinds of appropriate laboratory 
analysis and tests on soil, foliage, animals, humans, and vehicles. (3) 
Radar, photographic, and other instrument cases: how best to 
analyze them and derive reliable information from them. (4) 
Historical research: gathering still-secret reports from credible 
witnesses so far unwilling to talk; prying loose important cases 
known to exist somewhere in U.S. Government files; studying the 
role of the CIA and others in suppressing information. (5) 
Methodologies: We need to know far more about the proper uses 
and limitations of such instruments and methods as computer 
photo-enhancement, polygraphs, psychological tests, psychological 
stress evaluators (PSE’s), chemical analysis, and hypnosis.

in addition to case reports and general news, the Journal will 
publish articles related to these five topics to encourage a coherent 
research program. We urge all staff members and contributors to 
focus on these areas of research.
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Watch Stops During Vienna Sighting
■ ' By Ernst Berger

(MUFON-Austria)

The night before an Alfa Romeo 
car was paced by a UFO for 20 minutes 
near Wiener Neustadt (see our report 
“Austrian car paced by UFO”), a color­
changing domed disc was seen at cloud­
base height from a road 13 kilometers 
NNE of Wiener Neustadt. In the course 
of the event, witnessed by a couple of 
high social status, a wrist-watch 
stopped for no apparent reason. After-a 
first report by Mrs. B., Ernst Berger 
conducted a field investigation on this 
case on July 18, 1978. ■ .

Gertrude B., 48, master 
hairdresser and chief of a fashionable 
saloon was sitting beside her husband 
Herbert, a realtor, 62. Leaving a private 
rifle range near Neurisshof in the 
Vienna Basin, SW of Baden, Lower 
Austria, he steered the family Mercedes 
along a rough lane through open fields a 
little after 2200 hrs. CET. Night had 
fallen and the sky was overcast. .

Mrs. B. recalled: “Suddenly ... 
there was an intense orange disc behind 
the dark clouds, like one of my mirrors 
in the hairdresser’s saloon. 1 told my 
husband: ‘That’s strange, look!’ and he 
replied: ‘It’s the moon.’ (in fact, the 
moon — one day before first quarter —.. 
set at 2306 CET, but the object became 
visible 30° up in the southwest - E.B.) 
‘Do we have full moon?* 1 asked him ... 
then noticed he slowed down the car 
considerably. I asked “Why are you 
driving that slow?* and he recalled 
‘Because it’s uncanny.’ ... The orange 
disc, first partially hidden by clouds, 
seemed to twist, standing at a tilted 
angle like airplanes in a curve before 
approach... was blue-grey...a cold color 
and looked like a pot-lid how or, so to 
say, a disc with a center hump. ... 
Suddenly it changed again into two 
orange dots and disappeared on the 
spot... ■

I said: ‘Switch on the interior light, I 
must get the time of this’ гик! he. did so. 
It was 2215 CET... Driving home ! kept

both eyes on the sky, to no avail. 
. .When we arrived home, my watch had 
stopped, still showing 2215! ...I don’t 
like to mention this, I’m not crazy, but it 
had stopped at, the time of the 
observation...and when I just turned 
the crown two times...as the watch was 
still almost fully wound-up, the hands 
moved and all was OK again,” The 
watch was an expensive gold Longines 
(Swiss) lady wrist-watch.

In my field investigation, the B’s 
drew a sketch series of the event and 
gave more details. The observation 
lasted about 1 minute. First, a clear-cut, 
intense orange disc of 1.5’ stood at 30“ 
elevation between dark cloud strips 
which were not illuminated by the 
object, “unlike the moon rays” (sketch 
1). Mrs. B. also compared the color to 
the light of sodium vapor high-pressure 
streetlights at the end of Southern 
Highway, Vienna. As the car moved 
ahead slowly, the elevation diminished 
to 10/12° with the same azimuth of 
about 250“, towards Southern Highway 
near Hoiles. Instantly, an “ice-cold” 
metallic blue-grey tint was seen 
illuminating a domed disc (sketch 2). 
Shortly afterwards, the scene went 
dark except for two orange points of 
light (sketch 3) which disappeared “as 
you switch off an electric light”, 
according to Mrs. B.

The cloud base of an altocumulus 
field near Vienna at 2200 CET was 
reported to be 12,000 feet by the airport 
weather service. Therefore, taking into 
account the different sea levels and the 
30° elevation, we can assume 6.5 
kilometers slant range distance and 200 
meters true diameter for the beginning 
of the observation, if the reported 
values are correct — an enormous size 

. indeed. Tilt, color change, and “switch­
off” are other typical patterns. The 
windows were closed and the car 
engine functioning normally, with no 
sound from the object. Further

discussions on the affair ended with the 
comment of Mrs. B. that she often has 
had vivid precognitive dreams on minor 
accidents, etc. which were verified days 
later. Her husband does not take this 
seriously and puts it off as “unbridled 
fantasy.” A tank commander of World 
War П, he has . been an enthusiastic 
hunter for years with good eyesight and 
corroborates most details given by his 
wife. Both are familiar with Austrian 
magazine and newspaper details of 
UFOs and reported the incident as a 
UFO, “something we’ve never seen 
before.” . u

On July 21,1978, the freshly tape- 
recorded data was presented ’ for 
psychiatric an<jysis to Prof. Dr. O.A. of 
Vienna University, a renowned expert 
on psychopathologica) processes such 
as visual hallucinations. His comments 
can be summarized as follows:

“I do not personally know the 
subjects, but... a change of one shape 
into another single one is rare in shaped 
visual hallucinations. ... Often, 
hallucinated forms are interpreted 
immediately in a symbolic way by 
patients — e.g. a triangle as Holy 
Trinity; abstract reporting is not very 
common. One has to observe that 
orange and blue are frequent natural 
colors of the sky, basic colors of the 
everyday optical stimuli.... This leaves 
an illusionary misinterpretation within 
reach. A circular disc is a normal shape 
in the sky, but not a tilted disc....

“Observations through a car 
windscreen contain other physical 
factors like chromatic diffraction,..but 
are not relevant for almost vertical lines 
of sight through the glass (as was the 
case in the B. incident • E.B.),„ and 
clear, non-shaded. windscreens... 
(Visual) hallucinations are rather short 
and modified/intensified by the 
emotional stimulation.- ... A standing

(continued on next page) .
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AUSTRIAN CAR PACED BY UFO
By Enut Berger 
(MUFON-Austria)

A globular, strangely illuminated 
UFO was seen between 23 and 24 CET 
on July 13, 1978, near Wiener 
Neustadt, Lower Austria, by two 
teenagers driving home in their Alia 
Romeo. The object first followed every 
manuever of the car through the south 
outskirts of the town, then paced the 
car at the highway and was finally lost 
over pine woods. A field investigation 
by Ernst Berger and Heinz Szabo on 
July 16 yielded the following tape- 
recorded data:

Harald, 19, state railway engine 
fitter, and Josef, 16, an electrician, both 
normal-sighted, sober, and mentally 
stable residents of the Wiener Neustadt 
region, returned to their town, 40 
kilometers south of Vienna in the 
Vienna Basin, in the last hour of 
Thursday from Pottendorf (see map). 
Harald was driving his Alfetta, an Italian 
Alfa Romeo sports car. Entering 
Wiener Neustadt (position 1 on map) 
Josef spotted a luminous object of more 
than full moon size stationary 40° right 
off the road heading, at about 10° 
elevation, the direction of airfield

(Vienna Sightings, Continued) 

visual hallucination will last 10 to 15 
seconds at maximum, but definitely less 
than a minute without motion. 
Developing hallucinatory episodes can 
last somewhat longer... The second 
part of the observation may contain 
subjective colorings, interpretations 
like the cupola typical for UFO reports 
and the lights suggesting "take-off 
rockets”.... The primary experience 
speaks against a illusion/delusion as 
the persons involved have had no other 
hallucinations and were not under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol.”

The result is a psychiatrically- 
attested genuine UFO, the third in the 
Badep/Wiener Neustadt region of the 
Vienna Basin since mid-June 1978.
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Wiener Neustadt-East. It was strangely 
shaped (see sketch a), like a pale 
orange-red half moon with a ragged left 
contour and dark dots or spaces over 
the surface. Harald thought they were 
folds, and both took the thing for a 
balloon. The light shone steadily and 
seemed to illuminate only the object. 
No lateral displacement or rotation was 
noticed. Driving through the town 
south, then westwards, the object was 
not lost behind but remained visible for 
seconds to the right of the car.

“I had the impression it was 
moving with us, but didn’t- believe it,” 
Josef recalls. Because he was not 
driving, he had the better look at 
everything that happened. At the 
outskirts, “we stopped at an 
intersection.. waiting for the green light 
(position 2). 1 rolled down the side 
window and looked closer.” The object 
was now a full orange globe (sketch b) 
with dark spots, sharply outlined, and 
had stopped at 300’ azimuth and 5’ 
elevation. “Suddenly it moved across 
the road in front of us to the left side (az. 
260’, el. 2°) and stopped again ... now 

we got it: That’s a flying object!”
The UFO halted way over a firm 

rooftop, moving up and down, even 
disappearing behind the roof. “When 
we got a green light and went left (now 
southbound), it started and kept at our 
right again... 1 got a peculiar 
feeling,....kind of being followed and 
watched.” The object stayed right of 
the vehicle, at low altitude so it was 
frequently lost for seconds behind trees 
or buildings.

The Alfa Romeo reached another 
crossroad near a gravel pit (position 3) 
and stopped. So did the object. “1 told 
him (Harald) to go straight on to the pit, 
but he turned left, and when 1 looked 
right there was the object again” flying 
southeast beside the car. “It always 
kept its distance, though it was big, or 
maybe smaller and nearer.” For slightly 
more than full moon size, a true 
diameter of 5 meters is equivalent to 
500 m distance, for instance. Harald 
sped westwards over the Southern 
Highway approach road. The UFO 
kept its place. Southbound on the 
highway Josef still had the thing in sight



to the west over the Steinfeld pine 
forest. “We picked up speed to over 150 
kilometers/hour, but couldn't shake it 
off. It was there, at times higher, then 
lower, but still there." Turning into 
Neunkirchner Alley, a perfectly straight 
turnpike of 10 kilometers length, the 
Alfetta passed a gas station (position 4) 
“and then I saw it in the left back 
window, looking back.” It kept a 
position 130° left of the car heading, 
now and then obstructed by trees.

“Then, there was one of those 
clearings (position 5)...and I saw it 
suddenly trail a kind of a glow...in the 
same color, but fainter,” which was 
described by Josef as a cone 2 or 3 
times the globe diameter, fully merging 
with the contours of the main object 
(sketch c). Josef held the driver's wheel 
for Harald and shouted “Look at this!", 
but seconds later the light cone was 
gone. At St. Egyden they turned the car 
left onto a road through the pine forest. 
Josef caught glimpses of the globe more 
distant at 130“ left, 5/10“ elevation 
(position 6) through the passing stems. 
Then he lost it from sight. Apparently it 
remained in a low position over the pine 
woods. Heading back to Wiener 
Neustadt on Federal road 54, Josef 
sighted the globe again at the same 
elevation, 90“ left of the road after the 
branch-off to Fòhrénau (position 7). “It 
looked smaller.. .then moved off into the 
distance (to the north • E.B.) (position 
8) and we lost it... I searched the sky all 
the way home; but it was gone.”

' Somewhat disturbed, the two 
young men entered Wiener Neustadt 
after their 20-25 minute drive. July 13 
was a fair summer night with few 
clouds. Subsequent calls revealed the 
Wiener Neustadt region had had no 
civil or military flight activity of any kind 
at the reported late hour. Although 
there have been no corroborating 
reports on the object forthcoming from 
the area so far, the boys’ testimony 
given during a field investigation drive 
along the original route was honest and 
colorful. The incomplete globe shape, 
color arid dark dots of the early sighting 
phase remind us strongly of the Vienna 
police report on a similar object in north 
Vienna on February 27, 1977 (see 
“Policemen watch UFO”, MUFON 
UFO JOURNAL No. 112, March 1977; 
page 17); That object also had peculiar

Austrian car paced by UFO, sketch

Sketch Series of Object by Josef

UFO sighted 
by local family
' A Morgan Hill family of four had an 
unexpected encounter Monday night on 
the way to church, they sighted a UFO 
while traveling along Highway 280 in 
the San Jose area. '

Encountering the craft which they 
described as a flying saucer and 
definitely nat an airplane or helicopter 
was ’ Carol Sanford and her three 
children, Trisha. Harris and Suzy ■

Although believers in such sightings 
due to the num< rotis accounts of per 
sons in lhe (hilled Slates and 
elsewhere, il was the first such oc­
currence for Sanford family members

The Unidentified -Flying Object was 
first seen by Trisha, a student at Live 
Oak High School, who initially believed 
it to be a helicopter but â closer 
examination proved otherwise. -.

The Sanfords were traveling on High­
way 280 between Story Itoad and Race 
Street shortly after 7 p.m. when the 
UFO was seen some distance away 
hovering over a seclion of San Jose The 
craft slowly turned enabling the San 
lords to clearly see window-like 
opening's simitar Io what is observer! 
when a passenger train passes by in the 
night. ■

".There’s no way it could have been a 
plane," declared Ml s. Sanford, a’ clerk 
typist al theGilroy Police Department.

"We were running late for church so I

Gilroy, Calif., Dispatch — April 5, 1978

dark dots or spaces scattered over its 
surface, a fact which was omitted in 
preparing the report for the Journal.

didn’t pull over on the freeway. Now. ] 
wish J did." she said . -

Mrs. Sanford said there had la-on too 
many reports worldwide not to believe 
in UFO sightings. ’•

“I ran i believe others didn't see it." 
she added The Sanfords did see an 
airplane that appeared to fly nearly 
directly over the UFO which continued 
to spin slowly the entire time they had it 
in Sight - : ••

"I thought it was ahelicoptcr al first 
It had square windows with a space 
between them. On top there was a 
round hump that gave off a . glow 
similar -In- a yellowish, flourescent 
light." Trisha commented '

"We were .excited, not . scared," 
Trisha continued, adding that she is 
now a confirmed believer in-UFOs 
Reaction from classmates and teachers 
on Tuesday was more a willingness to 
listen to lhe tale rather than skep­
ticism. • ‘ .

"They didn't look at mo as if I was 
kind nt entry." Trisha advised "One of 
my irieuds said her father has seen 
UFOs three times. ,

At. last sighting when. I be Sanfords 
were in lhe church parking lot. the 
flying saucer shaped UFO was spinning 
slowly and heading in a northerly 
direction toward San Francisco, , .> -

Contact address: Ernst Berger, 
MUFON-Austria, Nussdnrferstr. 7, 
A1094 Vienna, Austria.
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SEEKING THE MECHANISM FOR PARALYSIS 
IN CLOSE ENCOUNTER CASES

By Richard C. Niemtzow, M.D.
(MUFON Consultant and Former APRO French Representative)

• and
John F. Schuessler

■ (MUFON Deputy Director, Administration)

The Houston based Vehicle 
Internal Systems Investigative Team 
(VISIT) has focused its efforts on the 
scientific study of UFO internal 
engineering systems. This study 
requires the analysis of the obvious 
clues and full consideration of the 
secondary effects so often noted. One 
such effect is the paralysis of witnesses 
in close encounter, cases.

Witness paralysis has been well 
described in the UFO literature. For 
example, Vallee, in Passport to 
Magonia, identifies a number of such 
cases. On June 19, 1951, Joseph 
Matiszewski of Sonderborg, Denmark, 
saw a UFO land in a meadow. When 
he approached within 50 m he found 
himself paralyzed. Mr. Mercier of 
Bouzais, France, found himself 
paralyzed on September 28, 1954, 
when a luminous mass landed 50 m 
away and three figures emerged. 
Messers. Gallois and Vigneron, also of 
France, saw a craft only 50 m away in a 
pasture on October 11,1954, and were 
paralyzed until the craft left. On 
October 21,1954, a young man walking 
in a field near Melito, Italy, saw a craft 
land and found himself paralyzed. In a 
similar incident near Scotia, Nebraska, 
on November 5,1957, a man watched a 
balloonlike craft that came down to 
ground level. He too was paralyzed.

Significantly, many of the victims 
despite the loss of motor functions in 
the upper and lower extremities do not 
fall, and death has been rarely reported. 
Because of the selective paralysis of 
some body functions and the 
pathological absence involving the 
autonomic nervous system, Niemtzow 
has suggested elsewhere (APRO, 
March 1975) that the clinical 
manifestations and paralytic pathways 
avoid the vital functions of the 
organism and that nerve trunk 
diameter seems the differentiating 

6

consideration of the paralytic process. 
This process seems to involve the large 
diameter nerves used in muscle 
innervation rather than the smaller 
fibers associated with autonomic 
regulation essential to the maintenance 
of life.

It is not unknown in ufology that 
accompanying the human paralysis are 
other physical manifestations which 
may be related to E-M effects. The car 
motor that fails, the extinction of 
electrical and radio systems, and the 
silencing'of animals and insects are all 
well known to the reader. That this E-M 
process may be the culprit of untoward 
effects on the victim is not surprising. 
However, it is an essential 
consideration that the resulting clinical 
signs must not be confused with 
ionizing radiation effects which may 
mimic E-M biological effects of 
extremely low frequencies.

Perhaps it is very naive to suggest a 
physical mechanism involving such a 
poorly understood phenomenon; 
nevertheless, it becomes quite 
suggestive. Schwann, 1957, and 
Hasted, 1973, propose that the human 
cell membrane having such a high 
dielectric constant and low 
conductivity does not permit current to 
enter through the cell membrane; 
instead, it is bypassed through 
electrolytic components of interstitial 
fluid. It is thus possible to calculate the 
actual current density in the interior of 
cells within tissue and to ascertain the 
intensity of an external electric field to 
cause dangerous cellular damage. We 
find according to Schwann, 1972, that 
an external electric field of 5 x 10е 
volts/meter is necessary to cause a 
change of 1 mv in cellular membrane 
potential. From these considerations 
Schwann states that it is virtually 
impossible to evoke dangerous current 
densities in the human body by external

low frequency fields. Unfortunately, the 
authors do not believe that a 1 mv 
change in membrane potential is 
significant to normal physiological 
situations. The electrokinetic 
properties of cells are such that certain 
compensating mechanisms exist and 
slight variations in intracellular and 
trans membrane potentials are 
physiological. ,

More related to the UFO problem 
is the consideration of magnetic fields. 
Unlike the situation with electric fields, 
the external magnetic field is. not 
attenuated by the body. All portions of 
the body have the same magnetic 
permeability as free space. AC 
magnetic fields can induce currents 
that will flow in closed circuits within the 
body. It can be calculated that a 1 g, 60 
hz magnetic field induces a 2 mv/m 
electric field in a a circuit radius of 0.1 
meter, composed of material having the 
same resistivity as body tissue. This 
internal field produces a current density 
that is comparable to that produced by 
a 2.5 kv external electric field. Thus the 
magnetic field can induce greater 
electrical currents in the human body 
than comparable external electric 
fields. Interestingly enough, microwave 
effects on the large motor nerves 
causing a propagated electrical spike in 
afferent and efferent directions along 
the axon can block physiological action 
potentials and thus be capable of 
inhibiting muscular movement 
(McCampbell: Ufology, 1973).

Concerning UFO paralysis, it may 
be possible to hinder the action 
potential of a nerve without producing 
tetanization and effectively achieve a 
state of immobility. The autonomic 
nervous system may be placed in a 
quasi balanced state during this 
phenomenon, it should not be admitted 
that paralysis may be aimed at the 
motor center of the brain. The effects of



PROJECT VISIT
By Dave Kissinger

(State Section Director for Harris and Galveston Counties, Texas)

Mark R. Herbstritt

stronomy 
Notes

THE SKY FOR AUGUST 1978

Project VISIT (Vehicle Internal 
Systems Investigative Team) is a 
nonprofit corporation consisting of 
professional members including 
doctors, aerospace engineers, and 
scientists as well as supporting 
members such as secretaries, artists, 
and news personnel.

Within the field of UFO study, our 
organization has focused its efforts on 
the scientific and engineering study of 
the internal systems of Unidentifed 
Space Vehicles (USV) and of the 
physiology of the beings which occupy 
these vehicles. Scientific and 
engineering data is obtained from (1) 
transcripts of conversations between 
psychologists or case investigators and 
the UFO abductees, (2) followup 
conversations with the abductees, (3) 
abductee critique of mockups of USV 
interiors built by VISIT, (4) physical 
evidence resulting from the contact 
(including medical evidence), and (5) 
physical evidence at the location of the 
encounter.

The objectives of this research are 
to (1) determine if there is a correlation 
of scientific and engineering data from 
case to case, (2) identify internal 
systems which are most prevalent, (3) 
evaluate the purpose for these sytems, 
(4) determine how these systems 
operate, and (5) share the information 
obtained with the public at large.

To date VISIT has cataloged 40 
abduction cases. Of 18 cases for which 
information is available, 15 indicate that 
medical examinations were performed 
on the abductee. Similarily, of 19 cases, 
15 indicated the presence of some sort 
of light beam and of 18 cases, 15 
indicated medical aftereffects. Of 17 
cases, 15 have some sort of description 
of the internal systems of the 
spacecraft.

VISIT has comprised a list of 
questions which will aid the investigator 
of abduction cases. The questions deal 

in detail with the space vehicle 
engineering systems, medical 
examination and instruments used, 
physiology of the beings, and the 
physiological aftereffects of the 
abductee.

A copy of the questionnaire can be 
obtained by qualified investigators by 
writing to VISIT. Our organization 
cannot achieve its goals without the 
cooperation of the expert investigators 
in the field. In return for case 
information, we will provide the 
investigator with a scientific and 
engineering critique of the data 
obtained in the case as well as provide 
the expanding findings of our research.

Although we hold all particular 
case information strictly confidential, it 
is our objective to provide the general 
results of our research to educational 
institutions, government agencies, 
doctors, scientists, other specialized 
experts, responsible. UFO organi­
zations, news media, and the general 
public. The interchange will be 
accomplished through letters, 
quarterly public meetings, articles in 
scientific journals, television and radio 
presentations, written articles in UFO 
organization’s journals, and by 
participating in symposiums. VISIT will 
host the 1980 MUFON UFO 
SYMPOSIUM to be held at the 
University of Houston at Clear Lake 
City near the Johnson Space Center. 
The subject of this symposium will 
relate to scientific and engineering 
findings of abduction cases. The date 
will be announced in THE MUFON 
UFO JOURNAL when it has been 
firmed up.

VISIT
Vehicle Interna) Systems Investigative 
Team
P:O. Box 877 .
Friendswood, Texas 77546 :

Mercury — It is too close to the sun for 
observation, being in inferior 
conjunction on the 18th.

Venus — It is 18 degrees above the 
horizon at sunset. On the night of the 
7th both Venus and Mars are occulted 
by the moon.

Mars — In Virgo it is very low in the 
southwest at sunset and sets about 2 
hours later. ....'■

Jupiter — In Gemini it is about 22 
degrees above the eastern horizon at 
sunrise.

Saturn — It is too close to the sun for 
observation, being in conjunction on 
the 27th.

The Perseid meteor shower occurs 
from the 10th to the 14th.

(Paralysis, Continued)
E-M on the brain with animals is poorly 
studied and any hypothetical 
correlation of UFO paralysis 
phenomenon would be beyond the 
scope of this paper.

The untoward effects of E-M 
radiation reported by Asanova and 
Rakov (1966) on clinical studies of 45 
employees of a Soviet 400-500 kv 
substation suggests similar 
hematological findings that one may 
find with low level ionizing radiation. It 
appears that E-M fields may indeed be 
responsible for what ufologists have 
thought to be “radiation sickness”; 
emphasizing the fact that E-M and not 
atomic radiation is associated with the 
UFO phenomena.

The E-M field effect noted herein 
may be studied in the laboratory with 
animals to provide additional clues to 
identify the UFO systems involved. The 
long range gain from such study would 
be twofold; to permit modeling of the 
systems themselves, and, unfortun­
ately, for use as a weapon in the control 
of human behavior.
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“CASE WITH HUMANOIDS ATFUEC-SUR-BELON 
(Finistere) September 29, 1974“

Investigation by
MM. J.-L. Brochard 
(LDLN Delegate) 

and
Pascal Gireaudot

(From Lurru'eres dans la Nuit No. 145, 
May 1975, pp 6-8. HumCat Case No. 
1361.)

In a letter full of sincerity Mme. 
Le Bihan, 46, told us of the 
extraordinary events which, with her 
husband and son, she had witnessed, 
and asked us to send a LDLN 
investigator to whom she could tell the 
story in fun. This article summarizes 
that visit, which was made with the 
cooperation of the Pont-Aven 
gendarmerie brigade, more especially 
of brigadier Rampt, whose perfect 
cooperation M. Brochard wishes to 
acknowledge.

Riec-sur-Beton (Michelin map 
58, fold 16), near Pont-Aven, is a 
community of southern Finistere, with 
1,233 houses and 4,400 inhabitants.

On Sunday, September 29, 
1974, it was 0045 in the morning when 
M. and Mme. Le Bihan were brusquely 
awakened by their son Younic Le 
Bihan, 20, a sergeant in the Air Force, 
returning from an evening out, who 
came into their bedroom to ask them to 
come into his room, taking care not to 
tum on any lights. (Mme. Le Bihan tells 
us she believed the house was on fire 
from the way her son "irrupted” into 
their bedroom.)

They could then contemplate, 
from the second-floor window, oriented 
S-SE, a spectacle of rare beauty... M. Le 
Bihan, 46, a merchant seaman, made 
the following reflection: "One would 
have said it was a steamboat lighted up 
in the middle of a prairie...”

The object, some 500 m away as 
the crow flies, appeared to them 
through binoculars as a hemisphere 
whose upper portion resembled at all 
levels a “furnace” with vaporous, 
indefinite outlines. In its center, some 
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sort of portholes emitting a very bright 
light of a very beautiful color, tvt rather 
difficult to define, resembling both 
orange and green.

At what seemed to them to be 
the base of the object, on each side, was 
a light "twice the size of a car’s 
headlight,” of a very vivid red, its color 
resembling that of a car’s “stoplights,” 
circular, but also with vaporous and 
unclear contours.

No foot was perceived, and they 
even thought that the object might be 
resting on a cushion of air, for it seemed 
to vibrate, oscillating from right to left. 
Perhaps it was rotating, but the 
witnesses could not say so with 
certitude. It is certain, though, that the 
object was not touching the ground; it 
was about 60 cm above it.

It appeared to be of large 
dimensions: 10 m wide and 7 m high. At 
no time did it move: the witnesses saw it 
at all times opposite them.

All at once, there was only 
darkness there, where a fraction of a 
second earlier there had been the 
luminous object. M. and Mme. Le Bihan 
could see, high in the sky, a yellow- 
luminous point that disappeared at high 
speed.

It was at this moment that 
Younic perceived three “beings,” and 
passed the binoculars to his mother, 
asking her what she saw.

Three “humanoid” appear­
ances, fairly tall, perhaps 1.7 meters, of 
great corpulence — Mme. Le Bihan 
compares them to the Michelin "tire 
man” — were moving rather heavily, 
rocking from side to side — exactly the 
way the astronauts walked on the 
moon. No detail was visible; they were 
enveloped by suits of the color of 
molten metal — or of aluminum foil — 

but not dazzling. Their heads were 
round, but no detail of their faces was 
visible. They wore no headgear.

Suddenly, the three "beings” 
changed their direction and came 
straight at the witnesses, in V formation 
— one in front in the middle, with the 
other two on each side — the same 
arrangement as on the cover of LDLN 
#132. They seemed to fly above the 
ground, traversing all obstacles. '

Panic-stricken, the witnesses 
cried out: “they have spotted 
us—they’re going to irradiate us...we 
must evacuate the house...”

It was done at once: they left 
their house to seek refuge with their 
mother, living farther up the street. 
They kept looking back, expecting at 
every moment to see the “beings.” 
Mme. Le Bihan was so terrified that 
after a few moments she stopped in the 
middle of the street, incapable of taking 
another step, crying to her husband 
and her son to flee, to abandon her, that 
she was sacrificing herself so that they 
could flee, and so that there would be 
someone left to tell the authorities of 
the nightmare they had experienced. 
Returning, M. Le Bihan and his son 
carried Mme. Le Bihan, but, puffing, 
they put her down at their nearest 
nieghbor’s, a retired gendarme’s. These 
neighbors told us that the witnesses 
were "green,” their faces deformed by 
terror. They spent the night there.

M. and Mme. Le Bihan have a 
dog, Fox, who howled dreadfully before 
the event, and continued to do so 
throughout their desperate flight.

The weather that evening was 
stormy; a short time before the 
observation, two thunderclaps of 
unusual violence had rattled the 
windows of the house, and a downpour
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had followed. Curiously, the elements 
had calmed completely at the time of 
the observation: wind practically none, 
sky overcast, temperature relatively 
mild.

Mme. Le Bihan observed that 
her clock, which had been normally 
wound up that evening, stopped at 
precisely the time of the observation, 
though it was going normally the next 
morning. No observation concerning 
watches.

The presumed place of the 
landing, searched by gendarmes, 
showed no traces. The soil was 
particularly full of water from the rains 
that had fallen in the last few days.

No geological fault in the area. 
(The map at 1:1 million shows the great 
complex which begins near Nantes up 
to the point of Le Raz, of which one 
southern fault passes S of Quimperle, 
1.5 km to the north of Pont-Aven, and 
approximately 2 km from Riec-sur- 
Belon.) Two power lines, of low and 
high tension, above the presumed place 
of landing.

Physically and mentally, Mme. 
Le Bihan remained greatly shocked for 
3 days after the observation. She had 
insomnia, headaches, the feeling of 
having the brain wrapped in cotton, and 
felt pricklings all over her body, as if 
from needles. This prickling sensation 
disappeared as suddenly as it had 
come, several days later. Apart from 
these sequelae, Mme. Le Bihan lost 12 
kg in weight. •

M. Le Bihan, like his son, cannot 
free himself from this vision in spite of 
the time that has passed: they too are 
still somewhat shocked.

A “complement” to the 
investigation will be furnished by M. 
Brochard. ,

The difference between the 
sketches of Younic and his mother will 
be noted. Younic draws a structure 
such as his father describes. M. 
Brochard furnishes no explanation for 
these differences.

It seems, judging by the 
drawings, that there were several 
phases. At the beginning of the 
observation it was a question of 

luminous masses, the form seems not 
to have become precise until later. 
Then Mme. Le Bihan took the 
binoculars given her by her son... Was 
the mise au point properly done?... Has 
Mme. Le Bihan properly reproduced 
what she saw?... Did the object become 
modified meanwhile, and is this the 
aspect that it subsequently took on?... 
These are details of a certain interest, 
but which bring no new element to the 
reality of the observation, and the 
presence of an object which 
traumatized the three witnesses.

Complement: Declaration of 
Younic Le Bihan

On Sunday, September 29, 
1974, about 0045,1 was coming back to 
my house. I had just escorted Mlle. 
Maryvonne Cadic home.

When I arrived at the door of my 
property, there was a very intense 
shower going on. I went in and went to 
the kitchen to take some refreshment. 
While I was in the kitchen there was a 
violent thunderclap. The noise got 
louder up to a burst which appeared to 
me very near. This lasted about 30 
seconds. 1 opened the living-room door 
at the moment when the sound ceased. 
It was about 0050. After making one or 
two steps 1 perceived a fugitive light of 
yellow-orange color. 1 thought of the 
lights of a nearby house...

It took me about 10 seconds to 
go up to my bedroom. As I entered the 
room, 1 immediately perceived a red- 
colored halo through the window. 1 
thought of a fire.;. Without turning on 
the light, 1 put down my jacket and went 
to the window. 1 perceived, at a place 
that I cannot specify but which seemed 
to me to be near the “la Villeneuve” 
crossroads, 500-600 m away as the 
crow flies, a big fire the size of a house. 1 
was still thinking of a fire in one of the 
nearby farms.

I went back to put the light on, 
then I took my binoculars. What I saw 
at first was three rectangles of bright 
red light, like “trap-doors” above which 
were doors that could be raised or shut 
down. Almost simultaneously I saw 

passing, well below these trapdoors, 
three luminous masses of phosphores­
cent white, without definite contours, 
but of about the size and form of a 
sheep. These three masses suddenly 
appeared, and disappeared toward the 
left, making an arc as if going around 
something.

Examining the red rectangles, I 
clearly made out a form. It was a sort of 
horizontal pedestal about 1 meter high, 
sloping at its left end, surmounted at its 
middle by a sort of cabin in the form of a 
truncated cone, about 4 m high, which 
surrounded the three red rectangles. 
The contours were sharply defined by 
straight lines. Only the base of the 
pedestal was invisible. •

The whole thing was of a gray 
color, seen against the darkness of 
night. The engin, stationary in 
position, appeared to be held in 
suspension and seemed to vibrate. I 
could only see part of the object: the 
right-hand portion was masked by an 
obstacle which 1 cannot specify, 
probably a hedge or a screen of trees. 
The countryside around it was not 
illuminated; 1 could not see it;

To examine the nearer ground, I 
lowered my binoculars slightly and I 
then saw, in front of the engin, in my 
direction, silhouettes having the 
appearance of human beings. They 
were of the same color as the three 
luminous masses seen at first, the color 
of an electric arc.

They seemed to be the size of a 
human being, about 1.7 meters. They 
were of stocky build, the head 
proportional - to the body, and I could 
clearly distinguish the legs.

1 then went downstairs rapidly to 
wake my parents on the ground floor. I 
said to them “Come quickly, but above 
all don’t turn on any lights,” without 
specifying to them the object of my 
intervention. They came upstairs right 
after me. This took me a minute or a 
minute and a half.

On arriving in my bedroom, my 
parents took the binoculars. I was 
observing with the naked eye and I saw

(continued on next page)
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.ciooKHumanotde^Continued)
only the “fire” I had seen at first. On the 
other hand, I clearly saw. three 
silhouettes such as I have already 
described. They were in a "V” 
formation, i.e., one ahead and 2 slightly 
behind at the sides. They were moving 
in our direction. I took back the glasses 
and I could see them distinctly; their 
walk was slow and heavy, but they 
seemed nevertheless to progress at the 
speed of a person who walks quickly. 
With their slow and heavy gait went a 
slow rocking back and forth: their 
movements were perfectly synchro­
nized. They did not seem to make 
contact with the ground, but it seemed 
that they nevertheless had something 
to stand on. I could make out no 
features of the face, and I did not see 
“superior members” (arms.)

I lifted my glasses slightly, to 
look at the engi'n and judge the 
distance which separated it from the 
silhouettes. At that moment it seemed 
to make a slight lateral somersault, then 
suddenly disappeared. I had a slight 
recoil and, instantly, my eyes perceived 
a red-orange light, very fugitive, to my 
right and very high in the sky, a sort of 
flash.

The three silhouettes were still 
on the ground, in the same position, 
and still advancing upon us...

It was at that moment that, 
fearing we had been spotted, I decided 

. to leave the house, and urged my 
parents to do the same. We took refuge 
with M. Cadic, about 300 m from our 
house. I took my dog along. During our 
walk, I turned around several times, but 
saw nothing. My view of the apparition 
had lasted 3 to 4 minutes.

The night was very dark, the sky 
overcast, the stars and the moon could 
not be seen.

The engin, taking into account 
its hidden portion, may have had a 
length of 9 to 10 meters.

During the whole duration of the 
phenomenon, I perceived no noise or 
sound. I felt no effect, either 
immediately or later, of any kind.

When we took our dog, he 

showed no reaction. Oh -the other 
hand, when we went back, about an 
hour later, he continually moaned as we 
approached the house. I noticed 
nothing else abnormal in his behavior.

The silhouettes appeared to be 
dressed in head-to-foot suits, I am 
certain that 1 saw an “object,” and that 
the “personages” were real. It cannot 
be a question of a natural phenomenon 
due to the thunderstorm or to some 
other cause, but certainly of an 
“engin” having well-defined contours 
and proportions.

Investigation carried out by: 
MM. Jean-Louis Brochard (regional 
delegate) — Pascal Gireaudot 
(Investigator 56.)

Complementary Investigation 
at Riec-Sur-Belon 

(Finistere) by M. J.-L. Brochard

(From Lumieres dans la Nuit, No. 146 
. (June/July 1975). pp. 16f.)

Witnesses: Mme. Marie-Françoise 
Duigou (26), M. Alexandre 
Duigou (36).

Address: Le Bel-Air, 29124 Riec-sur- 
Belon.

Profession: Monsieur: Fish warden of 
Waters and Forests. 
Madame: No profession.

Date: Night of Saturday, Sept. 
28, 1974, about 0045-0100 
on Sunday morning.

Account

Between 0045 and 0100 th?’ 
night, M. and Mme. Duigou had gor г to 
bed, when they were . suddenly 
awakened by a very “dry” noise (a little 
like the sonic “bang” of an aircraft) very 
close to them, in the direction of 
Moelan, which shook the windows of 
the house. M.Duigou thought of a 
thunderstorm, and decided to get up to 
unplug the TV set, as he usually does in 
storms. He tried to light the li^rt, but it 
was not working... At this moment, an 
impression of extreme heat made itself 
felt in their bedroom, and M. and Mme. 

Duigou had the stupefaction of seeing 
that an intense light, comparable to that 
of neon, was filtering into their room 
through the closed shutters. This 
window opens to the SSE. The 
electricity came back on about 5 
minutes after M. Duigou had tried to 
light his lamp. Unfortunately, M. 
Duigou did not have the idea of opening 
his shutters to took for the origin of this 
intense neon light.

Two weeks passed, then M. 
Duigou noticed, looking out his 
bedroom window, on the second floor 
of his house, three rectangular traces of 
60 x 90 cm, where the grass was 
completely burned...in the lawn 
belonging to the house.

M. Duigou then went down to 
look more closely at these traces (he 
had meanwhile heard of the Le Bihan 
observation) and observed that in these 
three rectangles the grass was 
nonexistent, burnt, but not by a flame, 
for the ground was not blackened as a 
burning by fire would have made it, but 
scorched, as if by some chemical 
product...(here, too, M. Duigou did not 
have the idea of telling the police.)

The grass did not grow again 
until recently^ but one of these traces 
still remains very visible; the two others, 
though much effaced, nevertheless 
remain visible, when seen from the 
second-floor bedroom window.

These three traces in a triangle, 
of which I enclose a photograph and a 
drawing, are they connected with the 
observation of the Le Bihan family?

Several facts make all this very 
disturbing...

(1) The house of these 
witnesses is situated on the exact axis 
of the bedroom window of M. Younic 
Le Bihan...

(2) It is also situated less than 50 
m from the crossroads of la 
Villeneuve...

(3) We have searched in vain 
with M. Younic Le Bihan for the “mask” 
which prevented him from seeing the 
right-hand part of the object, and we 
found nothing to correspond with it in 
the presumed zone of the landing (i.e., 
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in the fields adjacent to the la Villeneuve 
crossroads.)... Now, from the garden 
where the traces were found, a house, 
about 100 m from the Duigou house 
(between the Le Bihari house and 
theirs), corresponds perfectly to this 
“mask”...

(4) The heat felt by the 
witnesses and that intense neon light, 
while the sky was very dark that night...

To conclude, I will say that M. 
and Mme. Duigou appeared to me 
sincere in their declarations.

Nevertheless, certain points 
seemed nebulous to me and after 
mentioning it to them, they told me that 
they had not thought that their 
observation had any great value, 
thinking even that it was, all in all, too 
insignificantly to justify a deposition to 
the police...

However, Mme. Duigou spoke 
of it to Mme. Le Bihan, who told it to the 
police.

P.S.: I was able to take several photos 
that I will send you as soon as they are 
developed, with their negatives.

I also have some corrections to 
make in my report “Mme. Le Bihan”: to 
wit, that their dog, as well as the 
neighbors’, howled like mad 5 to 10 
minutes before the observation and not 
during the observation...-

Also, the Le Bihan family did not 
pass the night with M. and Mme. Cadic, 
as I thought before, but only a few 
hours, then they went back home.

MUFON
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UFO TECH NOTE
Eyewitness Reporting

By John F. Schuessler

According to recent Gallup Polls 
more people are accepting the reality of 
UFOs and more individuals have had a 
UFO experience. Often the witnesses 
are experienced observers such as 
pilots and law enforcement officers, . 
while many others are of the untrained 
variety. Nevertheless, the eyewitness 
testimony reveals a continuing pattern 
of unexplainable events.

Critics are quick to point out that 
the subjective phenomena of vision 
depends on the brain as much as the 
retina of the eye — much depends on 
what we think wè see. This is supposed 
to mean that if we see a UFO it is 
because we wanted to see a UFO; 
therefore, the eyewitness testimony is 
of little value. Such thinking is pure 
hogwash. .

In a fairly recent meteorite case in 
Texas, witnesses were spread over 
hundreds of square miles. The incident 
took place at night and tested only 
seconds. Even so, the eyewitness 
reports were so good and so consistent 
that researchers were able to recreate . 
the event and determine the path of the 
object. Admittedly, this was an 
uncontrolled event, but with highly 
satisfactory results.

Results of the U.S. Army 
PROJECT SKYFIRE study of attempts 
to improve visual detection through use 
of search patterns and optical aids 
showed a similar success with visual 
observations. In the February 1973 
HumRRO Report No. TR-73-3, a 
summary of research being conducted 
to ascertain the visual skills of 
operators erf low-altitude air defense 
weapon systems, a remarkable 
consistency in eyewitness reporting 
was shown. This was in no way a UFO- 
related project, but the results are 
applicable. In 2,500 samples an F4C 
Phantom jet aircraft was detected at a 
range of 12,000 meters, with little

12

variance in the data. The conclusion of 
the study is as follows: .

“The most general conclusion that 
can be drawn on the basis of research 
reported here is that the greatest 
facilitator of visual detection is a pair of 
‘sharp’ eyes. Although it cannot be 
categorically concluded that optical 
aids and systematic search patterns dó 
not have beneficial effects upon 
detection time, the studies reported 
here certainly indicate that it is not easy 
to improve unaided visual detection 
through either optical assists or training 
in systematic methods of searching for 
small targets. Rather, it would appear 
that fundamental characteristics of 
vision such as visual acuity and, 
possibly, the field of view are the major 
sources of variance in determining the 
time required to acquire visual targets.”

The interesting point in all this is 
that the F4C aircraft used in the study is 
of the same size as the typical disc­
shaped UFO — about 35-40 feet wide, 
and the detection distance was 
repeatedly in excess of 7 miles. Visual 
detection is very important in this life or 
death situation, so why shouldn’t it be 
equally important to the UFO 
researcher?.; . .
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TIMES-PICAYUNE, New Orleans, LA - April 9, 1978 CR: T. Peters

Astronaut Cooper Believes 
UFO Sightings No Joke

Bv ТНОМДЗ O’TOOLE

WASHINGTON - Muhammad All 
saw one eight years ago. AID director 
John Gilligan saw one when he was 
governor of Ohio But all these celeb­
rity UFO sightings may be nothing 
alongside the news that former astro­
naut Gordon Cooper believes alien 
spacecraft may be buzzing the earth.

”1 keep hearing these stories from 
credible sources inside the government 
and they just won't go away,” Cooper 
said the other day from his office in 
Glendale, Calif., where he's now vice

TIMES, Monroe, WI

Juda man 
observing 

A second unidentified flying 
object (UFOI has been reported 
in the area The first was sighted 
April 11 west of Monroe.

Jake Kaderiy. Hl. 1. Juda, told 
the sheriff's office Monday night 
that he saw ya (lying oval, dark 

trIf You Think You Saw Tt’ 
You Certainly Are Not Alone?

CR: B. Greenwood By DAVID J. SPARLING
NORWICH There were six of them in a row flying to th» southwest over J 

the Thames River at about 9:30 Saturday night. P-
They were triangular in shape. They had red lights at the rear and either' 

white or yellow lights on the front. *
At least four people reported the crafts to State Police in MoctviUe. One n 

Norwich man called the Bulletin. His description matched the ones given to H 
the State Police. • •

A spokesman at Troop E said calls came in from Montvilla and Ledyard, s 
State Police referred the callers to the toll free number of the Center of 

Unidentified Flying Objects Studies. . . - • .
. The young woman tafiflg these messages, who asked to be called R2D2, — 

said the callers sounded sincere, not a quack among them. And all the re- * 
ports were the same. —

So if у ou saw those, triangular crafts, those red and white lights you’re not 
alone. Literally

president for engineering ol W E D. 
(Walter E. Disney» Enterprises.

”1 can't tell you the names of these 
sources, but they're credible and frank­
ly I think the government should re­
lease the information these sources 
have, no matter that the White House 
thinks ” ...

Whatever the While House thinks, 
Cooper will be on. tele i ion Monday 
night to air some of what he thinks on 
'The Merv Griffin Show ' Just a few 

minutes into their dialogue. Cooper and 
Griffin get into a discussion of UFOS 
and their believability. '.

- April 25, 1978 

reports В

a UFO J
' a.

red witha light redeenter” while. * 

driving on Wis. 11-81; a mile west 

of Juda at about 9:15 p m ■.

Kaderiy said he viewed the 
UFO for about two minutes before 
it disappeared.

к

Griffin lowers his voice as be tells 
the story of a spaceship landing in the 
recent past somewhere in North 
America..a story that sounds suspi­
ciously like an oft-repeated tale of a 
crash-landing in Mexico with two dead 
aliens and a third near-death.

"There have been stories there were 
occupants.” Griffin says, "and that our 
government was able to keep one alive

' ■ ■

‘‘I think it’s credible,” Cooper replies, 
"and I would like to see the time when 
credible people would investigate these 
stories or refute them”

Griffin goes on and says tbe questioa- 
everybody wants answered is: "Whaí 
did the occupants look like? Reports; 
have it they didn’t look any different 
from us.”. ■ , . ,

Cooper's reply is the clincher “From 
everyone abducted or any contact they 
have with them." Cooper says, "they all 
agree even under hypnosis that tbe 
occupants are no different from what 
we are.”

Does Cooper really believe alieb 
beings have visited the earth'* Does tbe 
astronaut who flew twice ton Mercury 
9 and Gemini 5) in space trust in the 
UFO?

“I’ve been struggling to put my fin­
gers on something.” Cooper says, "and 
1 must say there is a good possibility 
that this thing exists, that the incident 
took place It makes you wonder."

It makes Cooper’s astronaut col­
leagues wonder, too Veterans Tom 
Stafford and Mike Collins said they 
never heard the stones Cooper says he 
heard. Chief Astronaut Donald K. Slay­
ton wondered when Cooper started 
hearing the tales he heard. .

.‘‘I never heard Gordon mention 
UFOs the whole time he was an astro­
naut;” Slayton said Thursday from the 
Johnson Space Center in Houston "The 
last time 1 saw-him was last fall and he 
didn’t say boo about it.” .

One must remember Cooper is the 
guy who said he could see truck tracks 
in China and railroad tracks in Texas 
when he flew, the sixth Mercury mis­
sion more than lb years ago. None of 
the five astronauts before him saw 
what Cooper saw

13



MUFON-NC TRAINING CONFERENCE
By George D. Fawcett

MUFON of North Carolina held its 
second annual training conference in 
Winston Salem on Saturday, June 17, 
and Sunday, June 18,1978. This year’s 
conference, hosted again by officers 
and members of the Tar Heel UFO 
Study Group of Winston Salem, was 
chaired by Raymond C. Rhein, a 
MUFON Field Investigator and retired 
engineer from Pfaftton, Henry Morton, 
Also a MUFON Field Investigator and 
electronic researcher from Wadesboro 
served as Master-of-Ceremonies for 
the 2-day conference. Newspaper 
coverage prior to the conference and a 
UPI newswire follow up story after the 
conference reached an even larger 
audience.

Almost 50 investigators, 
researchers, members, and guests of 
MUFON-NC were present from 
Winston Salem, Wadesboro, 
Lewisville, Lumberton, Moyock, 
Lexington, Lincolnton, Eden, Boone, 
Pfaffton, Greensboro, Statesville, 
Germanton, Matthews, Clemmons, 
and Jamestown. The consensus of 
those present was that new personnel 
and funding should be made available 
for future UFO investigations, but it 
was hoped that this could come from 
the private sector rather than from the 
government. It was felt that APRO, 
MUFON, CUFOS, and NICAP should 
be part of such a new undertaking in the 
UFO field. The MUFON-NC 1978 
conference was open to card-carrying 
members of the above-mentioned 
groups.'

Dr. Dan Duke, MUFON member 
and a psychology professor at 
Appalachian State University in Boone, 
was the opening conference speaker. 
Duke’s topic the “Highlights of a UFO 
Weekend at ASU,” covered lectures 
and debates on UFOs given by non­
skeptic George D. Fawcett and skeptic 
Robert Sheaffer on the ASU campus. 
Dr. Duke said, “To my knowledge it 
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was the first college or university in 
North Carolina to have opposing 
viewpoints on the UFO enigma debated 
on its campus.” Duke stated that he felt 
that all viewpoints, both pro and con in 
our quest for UFO truth, should be 
heard and that this would lead to a 
better understanding of the UFO 
phenomenon.

Wayne P. Laporte, a facilities 
industrial engineer who serves as the 
MUFON State Section Director for 
Mecklenburg, Cabarrus, Gaston, and 
Union Counties spoke on “UFOs 
Mimic IFOs,” covering his 
investigations of cases where UFOs 
may have posed as such commonly 
reported IFOs as airplanes, helicopters, 
clouds, etc. Dr. Duke also gave an 
excellent presentation on the “Tungus 
Mystery.” This topic concerned the 
possible extraterrestrial vehicle that 
entered the earth’s atmosphere, made 
a trajectory change, and then exploded 
in Siberia in 1908. The event resulted in 
considerable scientific investigation 
and speculation as to the nature of its 
origin. Dr. Duke used maps and 
drawings to detail some of the current 
and older investigations.

Greg Cooke, a young member of 
the Tar Heel UFO Study Group, then 
showed the MUFON slide-tape 
presentation entitled “UFOs: A 
Problem for Science.” This proved to 
be a valuable visual tool for training 
MUFON members and their guests and 
fellow investigators on the multiple 
implications of UFOs and the inherent 
need for scientists of all disciplines to 
face the UFO challenge head-on with all 
the facilities at their disposal. After a 
supper break at the nearby Morrison’s 
Restaurant at the Hanes Mall Shopping 
Center, the group convened for the 
evening program and heard two taped 
interview cassettes presented by 
George D. Fawcett of Lincolnton. 
Posterboard illustrations of the 

eyewitnesses* original drawings were 
used with the cassettes.

- The first interviews covered the 
multiple experiences with UFOs over a 
period of time from 1954-1977, which 
were reported by Bob Brannigan, a 
WPNC radio announcer from 
Plymouth, N.C. Brannigan suffered 
injuries when a UFO forced his car off 
the road in 1977 and four out of five 
encounters involved half-globe shaped 
UFOs, lime-green in color, that gave off 
sulphur-like smells and caused both 
physiological and electromagnetic 
effects. .

A taped interview with pilot Floyd 
P. Hallstrom near Santa Monica, 
California in broad daylight on January 
1, 1978, proved to be another 
interesting case. The air-to-air 
encounter involved a dome-topped 
UFO and Hallstrom’s detailed report 
drew lively audience interest and 
response. (See No. 122, January 1978.)

Later in the program, Fawcett 
presented illustrations drawn by three 
out of four witnesses to a close 
encounter of a “dome-topped UFO 
with windows and landing gears” that 
was reported by Mrs. Bruce (Jeanette) 
Stewart, (31), her daughter Holly (8), 
her son Robert (10), and a neighbor 
Mrs. Joseph McDonald (67). The 
incident occurred in Belvidere, New 
Jersey, on May 5, 1966. The drawings 
by the witnesses, who drew their 
sketches in separate rooms, turned out 
to be almost carbon copies of each 
other, despite the age differences of the 
witnesses.

Wayne Laporte then gave a report 
titled “СЕ П К Landing” on his personal 
investigation of a UFO landing in 
Charlotte, N.C., on March 5,1978, also 
involving multiple witnesses. The 
witnesses, (names on file) reported the 
landing of a dome-topped UFO with 
tripods between two trees spaced 10 
feet apart. The UFO had green, yellow, 



red and blue limits on it. As evidences of 
the visitation, the landing gears formed 
an isosceles triangle with markings on 
the ground 8 feet by 8 feet by 6 feet. The 
grass at the landing site was killed and 
the soil was left sterile, and 
luminescence increases were detected. 
The case is still under investigation.

Nolie Bell, president of the Tar 
Heel UFO Study Group and the 
MUFON State Section Director for 
Davidson, Rockingham, Guilford and 
Randolph Counties, presented a talk on 
“An Unusual Nocturnal Light,” 
covering a case of a nocturnal 
meandering light that had puzzled area 
residents for months. Upon close 
investigation by Bell and other MUFON 
investigators, the UFO was determined 
to have resulted from afterburners on 
jet planes as they turned to make a final 
landing approach at the area airport.

Jayne Ware, with her father, the 
late E. Z. Jones, State Civil Defense 
Director of North Carolina, 
investigated the near landing of a UFO, 
complete with an “occupant” in Red 
Springs, N.C., in December, 1951. 
Jayne, now a resident of Advance, 
N.C., related how the UFO returned to 
the same area that dusk, after having 
appeared earlier in the day leaving a 
bum mark on the ground near the 
farmhouse. The UFO with its ‘pitot* had 
been observed earlier in the day by 
various members of the Sam Coley 
family. On its return visit the 
“occupant” was not seen, but the UFO 
was viewed at low altitude by Jayne, her 
father, two policemen, two of the Coley 
family children, and Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
Coley. During its close approach to the 
farmhouse •• the observers smelled 
something like burned electric wiring 
(ozone?), and the droning sound it 
made seemed to cause their heads and 
internal organs to vibrate.

Mrs. Ware’s talk entitled "CEII, 
Psychological and Physiological 
Aftermath,” told of the effects of the 
UFO during and after the incident. She 
reported that she suffered from skin 
bums, scars, headaches, nausea, eye 
disorders, etc. The UFO was estimated 
to be about 30 feet in diameter and 
changed from a dull to bright orange 
and red color. Estimation of the 
duration of the encounter ranged from 
5 to 10 minutes.

The Sunday afternoon session 
opened at 1 PM with a 40-minute 
session on “Astronomy for 
UFOlogists”, part of a training program 
directed by Nolie Bell, it proved to be a 
highly interesting and informative 
presentation and resulted in a lively 
question answer period.

One of the highlights of the 
conference was presented by Dr. Tag 
Guiton, school administrator of the 
Guilford Technical Institute at 
Jamestown, N.C. Dr. Guiton, a 
certified hypnotist, spoke on “Hypnotic 
Regression: A Special Tool." Dr. 
Guiton said that the process of 
hypnotic regression can be used as a 
tool for memory recall, but that it must 
be used carefully with the view not on 
just truth for truth’s sake, but for the 
purpose of relieving the subject through 
therapy. “Encountering UFOs can be a 
traumatic experience for the 
eyewitnesses, but the true professional 
should ask himself before proceeding 
with any case, what right do I have to 
add to the trauma?,” Dr. Guiton 
emphasized.

The conference closed with a 
variety of exhibits and demonstrations. 
The closing remarks were given by 
George Fawcett, who mentioned that 
MUFON now has representatives in 
over 60 of 120 counties in the Tar Heel 
state. Fawcett urged MUFON 
members to recommend qualified 
persons in the areas not already 
blanketed by the organization’s 
network for various MUFON positions. 
Fawcett said, “UFOs lead to a study of 
mankind and the spiritual, military, 
scientific, and academic implications of 
UFOs are ones we must continue to 
probe."

MUFDN-NC Conference Plan­
ners, left to right: Jayne Ware, 
Dr. Dan Ouke, George D. 
Fawcett, Agnes Roudabush, 
Greg Cook, Raymond C. Rhein, 
Francis King, and Nolie Bell.

Nolie Bell, President of 
Tar Heel UFO Study Group

P. Wayne Laporte, MUFON 
State Section Director
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BOOK REVIEWS
The Walton Experience By Travis Walton

Ultimate Encounter By Bill Barry

Look in your bookstore for two 
new paperbacks on the Travis Walton 
case, Ultimate Encounter by Bill Barry 
(Pocket Books, $1.75), and The Walton 
Experience by Travis Walton himself 
(Berkley Publishing Corp., $1.95). My 
advice right away is to buy them both, 
but if you think that two books will tell 
you more than you want to know on the 
subject, here are some points you might. 
want to consider in making your choice.

Both books assume the premise 
that no fraud was involved; they 
present what might be called the 
WaltorVAPRO version of the story, and 
they present it persuasively. The 
Walton Experience is, of course, a 
persona! testimonial and would be 
interesting for that reason alone, but it 
has more than that in its favor. Not 
ghost-written, it bears out what I have 
heard about Walton from people who 
know him, that, far from being the 
hayseed type, he is a quiet but articulate 
young man with a sharp mind. He tells 
his story clearly and matter of factly, 
actually with less “gee-whiz” than Barry 
employs. In addition to his advantage of 
being able to write in the first person, 
Walton also had access to pictures 
which give graphic dimension to his 
book. He has photographs of all the 
crew members, plus local law officers, 
national investigators, and even the old 
boardsided truck that the crew was 
driving in the forest. The poor quality of 
some of the photographs is 
compensated for by full-color 
reproductions of the paintings by crew 
boss. Michael Paine, done from 
Walton’s description of the interior of 
the craft and its occupants.

In Bill Barry’s book, instead of the 
personal point of view we have the 
broader perspective of a competent 

■ journalist with a good background 
knowledge of the UFO phenomenon. 
He tells the same story of the СЕШ and 
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its immediate aftermath, the two 
polygraph tests, etc. He counters at 
length Phillip Klass’s claim, based on an 
armchair investigation, that the whole 
story was an elaborate hoax. He gives a 
behind the scenes picture of the family, 
the crewmen, the press, the critics, the 
law—all working, for the most part, for 
their own separate interests with a 
remarkable and deplorable lack of 
coordination and ultimate concern.

Barry brings up the Moody case, 
another possible CE III which occurred 
the same year; 1975, in New Mexico. 
For good measure he throws in a 
variety of more or less related subjects 
ranging from animal mutilations to anti­
gravity propulsion systems.

These are both good books to add 
to your UFO library.

\ -Mildred Biesele

An encounter of 
an unusual kind
THE strange arrival of cobwebs in 
Feilding paddocks on Monday should 
not be laughed off. Neither should they 
be accepted uncritically as evidence of 

. unidentified flying objects.

The angels’ hair phenomenon, 
delicate strands falling from the sky, has 
been observed before in other parts of 
the world. Samples of it have been hard 
to analyse. The threads evaporate before 
they can be scrutinised closely.

Two aspects of the Feilding case make 
it likely to be angels’ hair and not 
cobwebs. That well-known UFO inves­
tigator Harold Fulton described the 
threads in detail without seeing them. 

- His description came from those he had 
read after sightings overseas. Also, 
coincidental really, is the fact that Erich 
von Daniken, Chariots of the Gods

EVENING STANDARD. THURSD 
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author, is in New Zealand promoting his 
latest book which claims to prove the 
extraterrestrial origins of man. In his 
book he has an illustration of a manna 
from-heaven machine. Are the threads 
manna? There are many who would like 
them to be.

Add to this the opening of Encounters 
Of The Third Kindin Palmerston North 
on Friday, and we have all the conditions 
for a sudden burst of UFO sightings.

There are many puzzling occurrences 
being revealed to a public hungry for 
evidence of the supernatural, paranor­
mal, call it what you will. The solid 
reality of the external world is becoming 
flimsier and flimsier - almost vanishing 
like the threads that fell on those 
Feilding fields.
Y. APRIl J7. W7». - 5
XAuAWp C.R:.H-Fua.TOhJ



A friendly Encounter
Close Encounters of the 

Third Mod (Orteocj, GY, IM

Visually superb, and 
weirdly effective. Close En­
counters has an impact that 
must impress even the most 
sceptical of aerial phenomena.

Although based on in­
credible eye-witness reports 
from people who say they have 
met aliens from space, the 
Шт is no fun fantasy. It 
Mend* dazzling special effects, 
with human reactions, cul­
minating in a believable 
documentary-type footage.

It has not been made to 
frighten, but is more of a 
friendly epic, patiently de­
tailing events leading to actual 
contact between extra-terres­
trials and humans.

The final X) minutes are the 
most startling as the mother 
ship eases its wav gently into 
the receiving station. Oatps of 
amazement from the audience 
as this “carrier" swept into 
sight lent further drama to a 
remarkable, and possible, 
contact.

And apart from the saucers
NORTH, we'*z«AU*wft
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Sightings 
of UFOs 
on the

SIGHTINGS of aerial phen­
omena have increased 
throughout the world during 
the past six months, the New 
Zealand director for the Mu­
tual UFO Network, Mr H. H 
Fulton, said in Palmerston 
North today.

And Mr Fulton said inves­
tigating groups throughout 
New Zealand had also 
received a notable increase in 
the number of reports.

'The Waimale Valley near 
Gisborne, and the Gisborne 
area generally, have gene­
rated more than 200 reports 
from the public in the past five 
months.

■‘Gisborne, in the past, has 
been noted as a very quiet 
area for UFO-like reports.

"Behind the scenes, the 
public is intrigued and very 
curious about these phen­
omena and there is an ever- 
increasing ground swell of 
interest.”

Mr Fulton was commenting 
on a number of Doctor mt I light 
observations above Palmer­
ston North during the past 
week.

Sightings were made on five 
nighu of an eighl-day period, 
with flashing lights, at times 
changing colour, moving at 
moderate and fast speeds, as 
well as remaining stationary..

Mr Fulton saidsome sight­
ings cotdd have been a light 
commercial aircraft which 
now visits the city, although in 
the flashing light s ightings. no

pi íms The New Zealand director 
for the MutualUFONetwork. 

. Mr Harold Fulton, has 
“ prepared the following J review:

gtan. the audience is taken 
worn one different situation to 

. another, a proverbial maze 
that finally leads to Devil's 
Tower mountain, the meeting 
place.

Richard Dreyfuss cleverly 
portrays the power company 
repairman who is “frozen” by 
a UFO, shaken, stunned, and 
facially burned by its powerful 
rays. And his obsession with 
the mysterious mountain 
leads him to a unique inter­
planetary communication 
set-up.

Close Encounters, which 
bravely and successfully 
focuses or the unknown, has 
taken a historic place in movie 
entertainment. Bob
Williams. 

You will find yourself 
thinking about things in this 
filmdsyslater-andtryingtoalot 
them into their correct cor* 
relations or meaning. Don't be 
upset if you cannot manage 
this to your satisfaction, you 
have lots of company.

The movie makers, while 
trying valiantly, cleverly, and 
with noticeable success, to cast 
illumination on the great 
mysteries of the skies, create 
additional riddles themselves, 
the solution of which only 
becomes evident in the last few 
minutes of this mind-stretch­
ing footage.

Columbia's special effects 
wizards faithfully reproduce
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DISPATCH, St. Paul, MN - June 20, 1978

UFO may have left 
trace, Ayers says

An unidentified Dying object 
(UFO) may have left a physical 
trace” near Square Lake in 
Washington County, according to 
investigator Brad Ayers.

Ayers said he inspected the 
area Maron 23, the day following 
the reported sightings of a UFO 
northeast of the Twin Cities.

"Although a number of wit­
nesses reported ‘it nearly 
touched the ground,’ only one 
suggested a possible area of 
physical trace," the investiga­
tor stated in an interview.

What was it?
NEWS, Springdale, AR -

CAPE GIRARDEAU,
<UPt) - For $50. Southeast 
Missouri State University is 
offering two hours of 
university, credit and a 
scientific kit to help detect 
unidentified flying objects.

Harley Rutledge, chairman 
of the school’s physics 
department and a recognized 
authority on UFOs, said his 
week-long course that begins 
July 24, will include a field trip 
to Piedmont in southeast 
Missouri, the site rd several

increase
sound had been detected.

“The public, in fact, are 
becoming more proficient 
and critical of their observa­
tions in anticipation of having 
their claims lightly dis­
missed. Au increasing 
number are checking the 
sightings by first contacting 
Mils on end Ohakea airports 
looking for rational explana­
tions,” said Mr Fulton.

Course
Detects
UFOs

other worldly examples of 
alien vessels, even down to 
"flying eyes”, the aoUoquia) 
term to describe what is 
believed to be small, un­
manned temotely-controiled 
devices.

The theme of the movie will 
lose you at times. It does not 
always flow, it jumps, doubles 
back, and then nods itself 
again. The look of utter 
bewilderment on a frenzied 
mother's face (she is losing her 
little soul-to what?

Close Encounters is far 
more than $ 19 million worth ol 
celluloid, but represents a 
crash course for humans into 
tomorrow's world, or is it 
worlds? Top marks to 
Columbia for their initiative.

World Governments have 
yet to brace themselves to face 
the task, to tell the masses - 
“what on earth b happening?”

•A GENERALLY CIRCULAR 
spot on the ground, six to eight 
feet in diameter, where the snow 
had melted very rapidly," Ayers 
s.tid.

Ayers, representative of the 
Center for UFO Studies, 
Northwestern University, Evans­
ton. 1’1.. declined to give the ex­
act location of the spot, other 
than to say, "It’s in a family's 
garden."

June
Mo.

He also refused to identify the 
person who reported the "physi­
cal trace.”

13, 197Ô
reported UFO sightings in 
1973.

Rutledge said reported 
sightings are more numerous 
now than at any time since 
197.?. and he thinks there’s an 
outside chance the class will 
spot a UFO.

Tbe course, titled "Scien­
tific Methods of UFO 
Detection," costs $50, and the 
fee includes the detection kit 
Rutledge did not <ety what the 
kit includes. 17



(Director's Message, Continued 
from back cover)

Marcello Truzzi, but have divergent 
views from Dr. Truzzi in regard to 
UFOs.

The Mutual UFO Network 
emphatically takes exception to having 
the scientific study of UFOs placed in 
the same category as the other diverse 
subjects being treated as one package 
by CSICP. The title of this article is not 
only disgraceful, but it shows the lack òf 
continuity and the failure of CSICP to 
live up to its published purpose — to 
investigate unusual phenomena with 
open-minded skepticism, and to help 
the public distinguish between fact and 
fiction. If the public was to accept the* 
prejudiced view of a “committee of one” 
— namely Philip Klass as the self­
appointed authority on UFOs, and 
ignore the scientific endeavors and data 
collected by hundreds of qualified 
competent scientists, educators, and 
engineers throughout the nation, 
scientific progress in resolving "the 
greatest mystery of our time" would 
immediately become stagnant. It is a 
pity and a shame that Reader's Digest, 
a publication read throughout the 
world, should allow itself to be a vehicle 
for such unscientific trivia on UFOs and 
be literally “used” by a few people, 
posing as experts. I wonder what brand 
of catsup, Phil will use when he has to 
“eat crow.”

In direct contrast to the article in 
Reader’s Digest, the United Nations 
and its secretary general Kurt 
Waldheim recently asked an 
international panel of scientists to make 
recommendations for history’s first 
worldwide study of Unidentified Flying 
Objects. The five-member panel, 
composed of noted French and 
American scientists, have already 
begun the initial , probe of UFO 
materials never before released by 
various governments around the world. 
The five members on this panel are Dr. 
J. Allen Hynek, Dr. Jacques Vallee, Dr. 
David Saunders, Gordon Cooper, and 
Dr. Claude Poher, who heads the 
official French UFO Research Study 
Group.

MUFON was represented at the 
United Nations planning meeting by 
two board members, Leonard H. 
Stringfield and Ted Phillips, arid
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member Lee Speigel, in addition to our 
closely allied colleagues, Dr. Hynek, 
Dr. Saunders, and Dr. Vallee. The 
meeting was originally requested by Sir 
Eric Gairy, Prime Minister of Granada, 
and his to UN ambassadors George 
Griffith and Francis Redhead. Both Lee 
Speigel and Sir Eric Gairy attended 
the meeting with Secretary General 
Waldheim and the five member panel. 
Lee is presently spearheading a visual . 
aids program on UFOs to be delivered 
at a future date to a large segment of, 
United Nation representatives.

STIGMATA — The Project 
Stigma Report on the Continuing 
Investigation Into the Occurrence of 
Animal Mutilations. Issue Number Four 
or the Summer 1978 edition of this fine 
publication was recently received from 
Tom Adams, MUFON State Section 
Director in Paris, Texas, who had 
specialized on study of UFOs and their 
possible relationship to animal 
mutilations. Project Stigma represents 
an ongoing probe into the relentless 
wave of animal mutilations and 
mutilation-deaths, and is an attempt to 
coordinate and assist in information­
gathering activities on the part of the 
pertinent and responsible investigative 
agencies and individuals. We invite 
MUFON members and Journal 
subscribers to send newspaper 
clippings on animal mutilations, not 
only to MUFON, but also to Project 
Stigma, P.O. Box 1094, Paris, Texas 
75460.

After the very successful “Second 
Annual North Carolina MUFON 
Training Conference” held June 17 and 
18, 1978, in Winston-Salem, N.C. 
hosted by the TarheelUFO Study 
Group, Forrest Lundberg, State 
Director for Iowa, announced at the/ 
MUFON annual corporate meeting in ; 
Dayton that he and Co-State Director 
Gary Graber will sponsor a similar 
training conference at Drake University 
in Des Moines, Iowa, on September 30, 
1978. For more details please write to 
Forrest at Commodore Hotel, 3440 
Grand Ave., Room 207, Des Moines, 
Iowa 50312, or telephone (515) 255­
2141. He is presently arranging the 
speaking program. It will be 
remembered that Forrest was the 
master of ceremonies for the 1975 
MUFON UFÕ Symposium in Des

Moines, Iowa ..They were represented 
in Dayton this year by Donald Curtis, 
Mrs. Ann Repp, and Dr. Gary 
Woodman, State Section Directors, 
and Co-State Directors Gary Graber 
and Forrest Lundberg.

it is with regret that we 
acknowledge the passing of Dr. Will 

. Franklin, a consultant in paraphysics at 
Kent State University, Ken, Ohio 
44242. Our sympathy is extended to the 
surviving family.

Linn’s Stamp News, in their June 
26, 1978 edition, reports Granada will 
depict UFOs on a future postage stamp 
release. “Unidentified flying objects are 
the subject of a stamp trio and souvenir 
sheet which is slated for release by 
Grenada in June, advises Inter­
Governmental Philatelic Corp., 48 
West 48th St., New York, N.Y. 10036. 
The 5-cent stamp features a 16th 
Century German drawing of flying 
objects and a 1962 United States view 
of a flying saucer. A radarscope probing 
the skies and spots on Mars are 
depicted on the 354 value. The $3 
denomination depicts a saucer beaming 
down and a recent UFO photograph. 
Sir Eric Gairy, Grenada’s prime 
minister, is portrayed on the $2 
souvenir sheet with the United Nations, 
New York skyline, and á UFO in the 
background. Designed by G. L. 
Vasarhelyi, the set will be printed by 
multicolor litography at Format Int.”

The wedding of Prince Ranier of 
Monaco and actress Grace Kelly was 

- financed through the sale of 
commemorative postage stamps by the 
small European nation of Monaco. It is 
conceivable that Sir Eric Gairy may use 
this means to finance the “Second 
International UFO Congress” in 
Granada which he has proposed as a 
follow-up to the meeting in Acapulco, 
Mexico, In April of 1976.

Stanton Friedman, MUFON 
Consultant in Nuclear Physics, will be 
opening his 1978-79 speaking 
engagements on September 13 at 8:00 
PM at Ithaca College, Ithaca, N.Y., and 
September 14, at 8:00 PM at SUNY A & 
T at Morrisville, N.Y. Other September 
dates will be James Madison 
University, Harrisonburg, Va. on the. 1 
18th at 8:00 PM; Longwood College, 
Farmville, Va., on the 21st at 8:00 PM;

(continued on next page)



Lucius Farish

In Others’ Words

The sighting of a very large UFO 
near Pittsburgh, PA, in early March is 
reported in the May 30 issue of 
NATIONAL ENQUIRER. The object 
was apparently seen by many people, 
with the majority of reports giving the 
same general description of the UFO. A 
February sighting by air traffic 
controllers and other persons in the 
Salinas, CA, area is detailed in the June 
6 ENQUIRER. The June 13 issue 
reports that the $7,500 prize for most 
scientifically valuable UFO evidence of 
1977 has been awarded to five 
policemen in Memphis, Tennessee, 
who observed a large triangular UFO 
over that city on May 17, 1977.

The June 6 issue of THE STAR 
contains an article on a 1965 incident 
over Edwards Air Force Base, CA, in 
which an F-106 jet pursued a group of 
UFOs.

TV GUIDE for June 10 has an 
article on UFOs, giving the opinions of 
various researchers and scientists. The 
inspiration for the article is the TV 
series, “Project U.F.O.,” which has 
been renewed for a second season.

The July issue of UFO REPORT 
has an interesting interview with 
Leonard Stringfield, plus articles by Dr. 
Berthold E. Schwarz, Brad Steiger and 
others. Good material is published side- 
by-side with very questionable articles 
in UFO REPORT, so reading it is very 
much a “pick and choose" operation.

APRO’s Coral Lorenzen 
contributes a good article on a Brazilian 
abduction case in the July issue of 
FATE. This particular claim has been 
the subject of some controversy (but 
what abduction case is not?), so it is 
good to see all the details brought to 
light.

The #3 issue of IDEAL’S UFO 
MAGAZINE is now on sale. 
Unfortunately, it is merely one more 
collection of rehash and highly dubious 
reports. If you are not a collector of 

UFO literature who must have 
everything published, good and bad, 
you will be well advised to skip this 
publication.

French UFO researcher Jean 
Bastide (a contributor to various issues 
of MUFON UFO JOURNAL) has 
recently had his first book published in 
France. It is entitled LA MEMO1RE 
DES O.V.N.I., DES ARGONAUTES 
AUX EXTRATERRESTRES (THE 
UFO’S MEMORY, FROM ARGO 
NAUTS TO HUMANOIDS). As the 
title suggests, Bastide’s material relates 
to UFOs in history, folklore and legend. 
From all indications, it should be a most 
interesting work and well worth your 
attention. With luck, an English 
translation will be made available fairly 
soon. In the meantime, those readers 
who speak French may order copies 
from: Mercure de France, 26 Rue de 
Conde, 75006 Paris, France. The price 
is approximately $14.00.

Recent paperback titles have 
included: SITUATION RED: THE 
UFO SIEGE! by Leonard Stringfield 
(Fawcett Books); THE COSMIC 
PULSE OF LIFE by Trevor James 
Constable (Pocket Books); 
ULTIMATE ENCOUNTER by Bill 
Barry (Pocket Books); CREATURES 
FROM THE OUTER EDGE by Jerome 
Clark & Loren Coleman (Warner 
Books); and UFO ENCOUNTERS OF 
THE FOURTH KIND by Art Gatti 
(Zebra Books).

MUFON
103 OLDTOWNE RD.
SEGUIN, TX 78155

UFO NEWSCLIPPING 
SERVICE

The UFO NEWSCLIPPING SERVICE 
will keep you informed of all the latest 
United Slates and World-Wide UFO 
activity, as it happens! Our service was 
started in 1969. al which time we 
contracted with a reputable 
international newspaper-clipping 
bureau to obtain for us, those hard to 
find UFO reports (i.e., little known 
photographic cases, close encounter 
and landing reports, occupant cases) 
and all other UFO reports, many of 
which are carried only in small town or 
foreign newspapers.
"Our UFO Newsclipping Service 
issues are 20-page monthly reports, 
reproduced by photo-offset, 
containing the latest United Slatesand 
Canadian UFO newsclippings, with 
our foreign section carrying the latest 
British, Australian. New Zealand and 
other foreign press reports. Also 
included is a 3 5 page section of 
"Fortean" clippings (i.e. Bigfoot and 
other “monster" re(K>ris) Let us keep 
you informed of the latest happenings 
in the UFO and Fortean fields."
For subscription information and 
sample pages from our service, write 
today to:

UFO NEWSCLIPPING SERVICE 
Route 1 — Box 221) 

Plumerville. Arkansas 72127

(Director’s Message, Continued)
Chevy State College, Chevy, Pa., on 
the 25th at 7:30 PM; and Santa Ana 
College, Santa Ana, Calif., on the 29th 
at 8:00 PM. The St. Louis people should 
plan to meet Stan on November 9 at 
8:00 PM when he speaks at Forest Park 
Community College in St. Louis, Mo. 
MUFON members attending one of 
Stan’s lectures should identify yourself 
prior to the lecture so that Stan may 
publicly introduce and refer local UFO 
sighting reports to you for investigation.
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE by 
Walt Andrus

The Mutual UFO Network, Inc. 
{MUFON) annual corporate meeting 
was held in Dayton, Ohio on July 30 in 
conjunction with the Ninth Annual 
MUFON UFO Symposium. Some of 
the highlights of this meeting, which 
would be of interest to MUFON 
members and Journal subscribers are 
submitted in capsulated form.

Charles L. Tucker, State Director 
for Indiana, was elected Central 
Regional Director to fill the expiring 
term of Elmer A. Kral, former State 
Director of Nebraska. Also elected to 
the MUFON Board of Directors was 
Joseph Santangelo, presently State 
Director for Massachusetts, who will fill 
the expired term of David F. Webb as 
Eastern Regional Director. Paul Cerny 
and Henry McKay, Regional Directors 
for the Western States and Canada, 
respectively, continue on the Board, 
since their terms have not expired in 
these elective positions.

Activity reports were given by the 
following State Directors: Joe 
Santangelo, Massachusetts; Henry 
McKay, Ontario; Willard P. Armstrong, 
Missouri; Paul Cerny, Northern 
California; Ted Spickler, West Virginia; 
Forrest Lundberg, Iowa; Charles 
Tucker, Indiana; Mrs. Mildred M. 
Biesele, Utah; Bruce Maccabee, 
Maryland; Larry Moyers, Ohio; Ted 
Bloecher, New York; Mrs. Cynthia 
Hind, Rhodesia; and Marilyn Epperson 
for Mrs. Idabel E. Epperson, Southern 
California. Joe Santangelo reported on 
the success of the MUFON Amateur 
Radio Net each Saturday on the 40 
meter and 75 meter bands with the 
recommendation that the 20 meter net 
on Sunday afternoon be discontinued 
due to the inconsistent “skip distance” 
for satisfactory communications. Dr. 
Willard P. Armstrong gave a resume of 
the subjects discussed at the 
Consultants Meeting and their 

recommendations for greater 
effectiveness in helping MUFON 
resolve the UFO phenomenon.

Mrs. Cynthia Hind, MUFON 
Representative for Rhodesia, stressed 
the need for a strong International 
Coordinator and recognized the need 
for Continental Directors to provide 
good communication links with the 
Foreign Representatives and National 
Directors. Work is continuing to 
implement this structure with 
additional people volunteering to fill 
some of these important posts.

Emphasis was generated to 
continue improving the professional 
stature of The MUFON UFO Journal 
under the capable editorship of Richard 
H. Hall, and many suggestions were 
offered to increase Journal 
subscriptions and MUFON member­
ship. Formal bids were placed in the 
minutes to have the 1980 MUFON 
Symposium in Houston, 1981 in Los 
Angeles or Southern California, and 
prospects for 1982 on the East coast or 
Toronto. The 1979 MUFON UFO 
Symposium will be held July 6 and 7 at 
the Airport Marina Hotel in San 
Francisco. Houston will soon be 
announcing the date and location for 
the 1980 event.

Theodore Spickler, State Director 
for West Virginia, has appointed David 
A. Bodner, Box 122, Elkhorn, W. Va. 
24831, as State Section Director for 
Mingo, McDowell, Mercer, Wyoming, 
and Summers counties. David’s 
telephone number is (304) 862-3635. 
Dr. Benton Jamison, State Director for 
New York, submitted his resignation at 
the 1978 Symposium. A caucus of State 
Section Directors present from New 
York nominated Dr. Gary Levine, CPO 
Box 1485, Kingston, N.Y.; telephone 
(914) 339-4096, presently a State 
Section Director, to the position of 
State Director for New York. His 

nomination, election, and approval was 
immediately forthcoming.

“UFOs! Horoscopes! (And Other 
Nonsense)” by Kendrick Frazier, 
condensed from Smithsonian 
magazine is published in the July 1978 
issue of Reader's Digest. It appears that 
the editors of Reader’s Digest have 
been duped again, but to a far greater 
extent than by Ronald Schiller’s “Three 
UFOs — How Real Were They?” that 
appeared in the November 1977 
edition. The Committee for the 
Scientific Investigations of Claims of the 
Paranormal (CSICP) has taken the 
liberty of lumping such diverse subjects 
as the Bermuda Triangle, Ancient 
Astronauts, psychokinetic key 
benders, biorhythm, astrology, exotic 
religious cults, unidentified flying 
objects, Bigfoot, and the Loch Ness 
monster into one package and assigned 
volunteers to attack each segment. The 
title of the article, by Kendrick Frazier 
who is editor of “The Skeptical 
Inquirer”, the CSICP publication, is 
designed to catch the readers’ attention 
and, without scientific grounds, to 
throw UFOs into the same “black pot” 
that they label as unusual paranormal.

Not all scientists, however, dismiss 
all claims of paranormal in the field of 
extrasensory perception (telepathy, 
clarivoyance, and precognition). Even 
Marcello Truzzi, professor of sociology 
at Eastern Michigan University and a 
former very vocal CSICP member, 
takes exception to lumping 
“protoscientific” researchers — those 
investigating ESP, for example, with 
“mystical” occultists whose claims 
cannot be demonstrated empirically. (It 
is interesting to reflect upon the fact 
that two of MUFON’s Consultants in 
Sociology, Dr. David Stupple and Dr. 
Ronald M. Westrum, are teaching in the 
same department and university as 

(continued on page 18)


