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IF I COULD KNOW.

Remarkable Manifestations.
KI'They are-M

To Iht Editor qf Nhid amlMutlrr: ' - '

BY J. II. MENDENHALL. .

. THROUGH THE MEDIUMSHIP OB MR8. E. S. PpWELL.

If Loottld know that waiting toiling here,
Through weary years till all my strength was gone, 
Would give to me at least one day—just one • 
Of rest and peace when all my toll was done,

. I’d labor on.'
If I could know that, by and by, the clouds, 
Which now seem growing darker every day, 
Would break and let the sunshine through once more, 

i fd murmur not but travel o’er and o’er ’ 
The same dark way.

If I could see, fur o’er the rugged hills 
And dreary wastes before me, one bright spot, 
To which my path would lead, I’d struggle on, 
Foot sore nnd tried, till hope and strength were gone, 

And falter not.
If I could know that in the Far Beyond,
That mystic land where peaceful rivers flow, ' ,
That those I loved and lost would smile once more

. To welcome me when 1 should reach the shore 
I’d long to go.

But Mil is weak and Hope is waning fnxt, 
Though oft a voice still whispers “all Is well" 
And sometimes, through the darkness, I can seo 
A ray of liglit, but what the end will be, 

- 1 cannot tell.
fhiladtlphia, January 7th, 1880.
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SPIRITUALISM-WHAT IS IT?-WH0 SHALL 
DEFINE IT?

ualism—the world of mankind to-day would be 
suspended between time and eternity op the 
flimsy cobwebs of blind faith, ignorance and su­
perstition, wholly devoid of any real knowledge , 
of a conscious immortality. Is not this a fact too 
obvious to require argument? Have not ages 
upon ages swung round the grand cycles of old 
Time, gliding silently into the great resevoir of the. 
eternal past, giving birth to philosophy upon phi­
losophy a thousand times, dver, while faith and 
speculation reached to the utmost boundaries 
of imagination, and Hope, the monarch of human 
emotion, standing out upon the apex of mentality, 
crying, “Ye gods! am.l a libel upon myself? or 
shall I live again beyond the veil?” and not so 
much as an echo of silence ever came to break the | 
awful suspense. True, here and there, now and | 
then, all along the endless chain of human life, 
the favored few—mediums—have had the vail 
rent by spirit phenomena of some fonn or other, 
and the truth of a continuous life demonstrated 
to them alone. But so few, comparatively, were 
they indeed, that the rays of truth thus gleaned 
failed to break the material (trust that hung like 
a thick mantle of darkness over the souls of a 
doubting world. Yes, hope was seasoned, with 
uncertainty, the brightes expectations enshrouded 
in gloom, and at very best, to live was but to live 
to die. ,

But thanks to the angel world—not tO/the perse­
cutors of mediums—there eanie a time, a supreme 
time, when mediums were developed for general 
use; and the tiny rap-bugle of immortality sound­
ed its voice and rifted the boundaries^of mundane 
life, arid immortality came down to reign .with 
man on earth. Brom tho tiny rap—the alpha of 
physical manifestations—sprang other,. higher 
forms of phenomenal phases, nor ceased the out­
pouring of facts—stubborn things they are, too— 
until the climax—materialization of spirit forms— 
was reached, thus crowning the efforts of tho 
spirit world with a demonstrated immortality; 
and man, though clothed in flesh, learned for the 
first time that'he is an angel. Again we say,- 
thanks to the immortals on high, and the me­
diums in the low valleys of sorrow and persecu­
tion', for tho physical manifestations. Blessed is 
he who bravely defends them and their cause 
against the Sauls and Judases of our day. Golden 
links, blending time and eternity,jtnd setting afar 
the gates to the immortal spheres. Go on, me­
diums, ye chosen ofthe land of souls. Be true to 
yourselves, true to your’-arigel guides, nnd true to 
yohr high, noble calling. Bloodhounds may bay 
upon your track, and poodles attempt to whine 
you back ; the Sauls may puff their fetid breath 
In your very nostrils, and the Judases may try to 
both buy and sell yon (they would not be able to 
keep you) for a few pieces of silver. Despair not, 
nor falter at the voice of duty. The writer, as one of 
vou, knows by experience the persecutions you 
have to bear as faithful mortals; but tie iter ml | 
on/m—such is the way to immortality. But I am I 
digressing. ' '

Seeing, then, that physical phenomena, inulud--' 
in$ media, constitute one of the main factors in 
Spiritualism, being the only means byand through 
which' the grand truths of immortality are made 
known to man; it would seem that too much 
stress cannot bejaid noon these manifestations, in 
our researches into the laws of life;-and yet, us 
already intimated, many of our (otherwise) schol­
arly-minded writers deny almost in toto the in­
trinsic value of these^pen gate-ways to the very 
temple of life itself. They, having either been' so 
long trained (schooled) in said channels (manifes­
tations) of knowledge, and thus grown up to a 
high plane of spiritual thought, that they have

With your-permission I offer a few thoughts for 
. the many readers of your, paper. With Spiritual- 

ism;as with all other great questions involving 
tbe recondite problems ever occurring to thinking 

. minds, we find many, and often quite conflicting 
statements1 as to its intrinsic meaning. Almost 
every writer for the public, who has made Spirit- 
iialisnrthe theme of thought, has, apparently, at­
tempted to define it according to his or her want 
of personal knowledge of its manifestations. ‘Or 
rather each, it seems, would interpret this grand­

' est of the grand themes of human thought, not so 
much from what a logical common-senile method 

' of reasoning would indicate, as from what he or 
she desires it should be to suit some special hobby; 
hence it is made to mean this, that or the other, 
according to the desire, or the limited investiga­
tion 6f its definer, regardless of the true meaning 
of the very words by which it is expressed. I, in 
my simple way of getting at the bottom of things 
—subjects for mental research—may be deemed 

• illogical by many who style themselves teachers;
but I cannot refrain from .thinking that our best 
mode for defining this, as well as all other ques­
tions of import is, to accept, first of all, the defi­
nition of our language as fixed by our standard 

' lexicrographers, and found recorded for our hen­
’ efit in tlieir glossaries; and then, should there be 

-. demand for a more elaborate explanation, let it 
• be found in, and to harmonize with whatever new 
developments may.have occurred cognate to the 
subject'under consideration. . .

_ If this method is truly a logical.one, then it will 
’ meet with the common'sense views.and the just 

app'roval of every honest investigator of the great 
question of Spiritualism. For a foundation, then, 
for subsequent remarks, I will here give the deft- 
nition of Spiritualism as laid do.wn by one of our 
best lexicographers—Mr. Webesterj . .

' “ Spiritualism; a belief in the frequent commu-
nicatidn of intelligence from the world of spirits 
by means of physical phenomena, commonly man­
ifested through a person of special susceptibility, 
called a medium J’ .

' ’ Was there ever a better, riiore appropriate defi­
- nition given to this question which we so fre* 

' quently see discolored and falsely represented ? 
. Gould there be constructed, from tho forty thou­

sand English words, one which could delineate or 
express in a more simplified form, and more in 
harmony with its true nature as wo have actually- 
observed in all its workings, than this given by- 
our learned commentator? in short, does it not 

' cover the whole grounds? embodying asMtdoes 
means and effect; to wit: spirits as tbe cause,com- 
municating intelligence'; as tho effect, through 

. physical phenomena and personal medians the 
means; .-It' would seem that this scholarly man— 
Mr. Webster—had made the stud/of Spiritualism 
a specialty, What will those self-styled spiritual 
teachers, who-soarso’high in their spiritual flight 
as to discard physical phenomena as being of But 
little orno value, to tnosc convinced of the truth, 
of Spiritualism, tin with Mr. Webster's definition 

‘ of Spiritualism. Some of our very prominent
Spiritualists have gone so far as to declare that 
the physical manifestations given at our cabinet 
seances are positively degrading in their effects 
upon the finer feelings—the real inner man, if in­
dulged in after having once learned their truly 
spiritual origin. Is it not a wonder that such nin­
ny-hammers have mot declared it demoralizing 
even to have learned that one fundamental truth? 
But will they go back on Noah, and swear that he 

■ did not define wisely? It is to be hoped not. but 
. rather that they will pause and reflect, and be 

willing to accept Spiritualism in the way of its 
coming.

With this definition of _ Spiritualism—physi- 
• cal phenomena, and intelligence communicated 
through or by means of it—we not only'have 

' data from which to form a wise belief, but a pos­
itive demonstration of the truth of immortality. 
WeBrid in it the means by which we maty be able, 
without doing violence to the law of thought or 
reasoning, to exchange faith for positive know.- 
ledge. But forYthese physical manifestations 

■, which constitute one of the basic principles— 
'main factors in the science or doctrine of Spirit-

'forgotten the advantages thus gained in their 
primary school-days; and now speak of physical 
manifestations with such levity, as to call them 
“cabinet1 buffoonery,” “coarse food, suited only 
to superficial thinkers," etc. Or, .on the other 
hand, they know' so little, so nearly nothing, o'f 
the underlying facts and principles of tlie grand 
subject of a life, hereafter, that they would fain 
make the world of mankind believe they know it 
all, and thus become the self-poised riders and 
teachers (?) of the people in a cause of philosophy 
as far beyond the grasp of their comprehension as 
light is from the vision of. the blind-born. It is I 
to be deeply lamented that such is the real mental 
and nioral condition of too many of the members 
calling themselves Spiritualists.

Another equally absurd, uncalled for, and ont- 
of-place interpretation of Spiritualism, is that, 
having added to it the prefix “Christian,” thus 
calling our high born philosophy of life, “ Chris­
tian Spiritualism,” just as if no spirit, except those 
who had been initiated into the Christian belief, 
ever communicated, intelligence or produced man­
ifestations among the children of men; when it is 
positively known that nineteen out of twenty of 
all who commnnicate with the mundane world 
are not Christianized spirits, but, on the contrary, 
have no faith whatever in the doctrines of Chris­
tianity. Or, perhaps, a better expression of- their 
claims would be, thus: they, seemingly, would, 
have the people believe that there was no Spirit­
ualism prior to the time of the existence of that 
noble personage,5"Christ,” or, “Jesus ofXaza*“ 
reth,"—admitting him to have an existence;— 
when it is a fact well known to every true histo­
rian that Spiritualism, both in itsphepomenal and 
its intellectual phases, had been proclaimed by 
the great bards of -all times—by every prophet, 
seer and seeress throughout the orient world— 
by stone, long .centuries before the birth of Beth- 
hem’s babe was made known by the faithful shop-, 
herds of the world. It is needless to mention here 
the long list comprising thO talent of Fatther ln-

dia, Chaldea, Egypt, Persia, China,’ Pheriicia, 
Italy, Greece, and other orierit lands', who, as 
mediums^ taught and made known to the unpre­
judiced minds of those early times all that com­
prises Spiritualismproper, viz: “ A belief in the 
frequent communication of intelligence from the 
world of spirits by means of physical phenomena 
commonly manifested through a person of special 
susceptibility, called a medium,”

It is plain, then, that neither Christ nor Chris­
tian spirits are the founders of Spiritualism. 
Nor does its philosophy teach n single one of the 
principal elements that make up the\present sys­
tem 01 thought called Christianity. No creation 
of someihing out of nothing. No full of man 
from a jpgh state ()f perfection to one of total de­
pravity. No curse from an infinite monster called 
“tyiod,” by which all nature was turned topsy­
turvy. No system of salvation through the aton­
ing blood of a crucified "Jesus”.or any other mtui. 
No belief in an eternal frying arid burning of (he 
souls of men, women and children for disbelief; 
or in a leap from the just consequences of a life 
spent in sin and wickedness to a state of unspeak­
able joys, from a mere faith in those monstrous 
dogmas. In short,.Spiritualism has nothing that 
Christianity of to-day holds sacred as its creed. 
Nor is there a Christian of the orthodox stripe 
.who, will admit for one.moment the basic princi­
ples and teachings of Spiritualism, as taught by. 
the great teachers .from the spirit' world. They 
(Christians) will not accept, nor even admit’as 
being possible, a salvation based upon the good 
worlds, of the saved, and not upon “grace.” 
They do not practice, nor will they ndniit the. 
practical virtue in the aft of healing'by thajaying 
on of hands (magnetic manipulation) with many 
other lending works in Spiritualism, except- Jesus 
himself interceeds, Nor do they, its a party, "ad­
mit even the truth of any of the phenomenal 
phases of Spiritualism which aredaily occurring 
all around them,-.and did occur centuries before 
Christianity hud a name.

In fact, there is nothing in common between 
Spiritualism and Christianity. What propriety 
• here can be, then, in prefixing to the word Spirit­
ualism that of “Christian”, as a. qualifier, 
when there is n’ot so much as the shadow of re­
lation existing between.them ;Aind why it is that 
so many of our pure-hearted, us I believe they 
are, toil noblq-ininded brothers persist .in their • 
efforts to thus hybridize the pure, singfo-eyed, 
unadulterated Spiritualism, by breeding it.to such 
obsolete, effete systems-of corruption as that of 
present Christianity, is a puzzle beyond my ca­
pacity of solution. I am willing' to concede what- 
cver good l here is in any und all of these systems or 
doctrines of the past. I speak of doctrines, not of 
persons; for there are good persons in nil parties; 
but if Christianity, as a system or philosophy of 

! life, ever did ejaim or possess the intrinsic virtues 
| of Modern Spiritualism, it certainly does not em- 
j brace them now, and to me it seems worse than 

folly to attempt to graft a living scion into the 
dying if not ulready defunct tree.

. Haverhill, Mass., Jan. (1,1881.
,As you have expressed a desire to receive for 

publication facts in relation to the various phases 
of Spiritualism, 1 feel constrained to give you one 
or two instances of the many I have Experienced. 
I would premise, by the way, however, that we 
have among ns one of jhe most wonderful medi? 
urns for the various phases of spirit manifestation, 
tn ’the country. I refer to Dr. W. L. .lack. I do 
not call to. mind a single phase which has not 
been produced through him or in his presence. 
Uis body has been tldated over tho heads of qilite 
a number of persons, in a strong light, spirits have 
frequently materialized in his presence; parafine 
hands have been produced: independent slate 
writing; blood-red letters on Iris arm and .various 
parts of his body; he is clairvoyant and clairaudi- 
ent, and test after test has been given through 
him, some of them most astonishing and wonder­
ful in their correctness. He is very easily and 
quickly entranced, and the influence will change 
so quickly and quietly as io pass entirely unno- 

’tieed^pre it not for the change in tho tone of 
voice or some other equally slight incident.

- Frequently, when apparently in his normal 
condition, his interior perceptions would take 
cognizance of incidents pcenring at a distance, 
sometimes several hundred miles, and which were 
afterwards found to have been precisely as he had 
described them.

Under certain conditions he is enabled to fore­
tell future events. I have in my mind two in­
stances of this kind, where he predicted that 
buildings would be burned, and advised the own­
ers to obtairi insurance. One followed his advice, 
the other did not. The buildings were burned, as 
he predicted.

While seated in his office to-day he was sud­
denly influenced, and baring his arm nearly to 
the elbow, held it towards ine, and I saw gradu­
ally appear, in bright red letters, the names of two 
persons deceased, one .a sister, who went to her 
spirit home several years since, the other that of a 
friend who had been gone but a few hours, and 
who entranced the doctor a few minutes previ­
ously, and announced to me his departure, which 
was the first intimation I had of it.

We frequently hear persons express incredulity 
when they hear or read of such instances of spirit 
power, and we do not wonder at it, for if we had 
not proof upon proof of the truth of these mani­
festations we should probably be as sceptical as 
many of them. But, thanks to Nature, “the 
world moves.”. Norkmo.

A Common Sense Letter.
Orrville, Dallas Co., Ala., Jan. 4, 1881.

Editor Mind and Mattor: .
You enter the new year with a battle to .fight

with those who have- money and' leisure, as Col. 
Buddy assures Iris readers; but I hope justice 
will be done, and your 'cause, the cause ,of right 
and truth, be triumphant. Every word thfit I 
have read, written .by you, bears the impress of 
earnestness and truth. If the last number of the- 
R.-P. Journal, published Jan. 1,1881,does not con­
vince every,Spiritualist that reads it, that its edi­
tor is working to destroy the cause he pretends 
to advocate, they do not see as I do. Look at the 
way he refers to Mrs. Richmond, as 'privately, 
teaching soul-debasing and brain-addling theo­
ries. He gives a letter from Mr. Kersey, whose' • 
testimony goes against Mrs.. Esperance. After 
saying it was a caso. of transfiguration, he says, 
“ Hence you se,o. the value of test conditions.” 
Neither one of these men $ays one word about " 
the form coming from a compartment in the cabi­
net that was separate from the one Mrs. E. occu­
pied, and entered by a door that she could not' 
reach without demolishing the partition which 
Mr. Armstrong said was intact. That itself was a 
test that should have convinced any fair minded 
person that it was a spirit form. .

Bro. Roberts, you are doing a righteous deed in. 
showing the world how. vile that man is; thereby 
rendering him powerless to .injure those by whom 
light and truth must come to this Orthodox, dark­
ened world. Tho pitifiil sneak lias never had the . 
manliness to defend hhhseir from a singldAccusa- 
tion you made against him; but now that his 
ghoul eyes think they see a chance to prejudice­
people against you, he has glared to call the nobk< 
mon and woihen’yoirhave defended, forgers, big-' , 
amists, debauchees and1 frauds, and you, as one J.,,, 
M. Roberts,’a fanatic. ‘"'"When - you lire through 
with him, he had bettor hunt for’a.cave in.some ' 
secluded-mountain. . • ■ .

Dear Brother, I..hopiyyour noble, disinterested 
conduct in' defending Mr. James, will be recognized ' 
by those who try the cause; /May this be a. ’ 
bright and prosperous year to you and the noble ■ 
cause yon advocate. - ’ . ‘ •

Your devoted friend, . ‘ C. L. Ori:. ’

Mrs. Ophelia Samuels Duly Appreciated.,
. • • Sterling, 111;, Dec. Ill, 1880.

The Spiritualists in this vicinity have-, recently 
hud tho pleasure of a visit froik’Mra.Ophelia T. 
Samuels of Chicago, and the advantage' of a short ' 
course of lectures delivered through her .under 
control. Although "'there are but iufew Spiritual­
ists here, the attendance hasbeeh fair and the
lecture listened to with marked interest by all. 
No better idea of the worth and ability of the 
lecturer can bo expressed than to- givo the ex­
pressions that fall from, the lips of those who at­
tended and "who were not-Spiritualists, as "Iler 
•leeturewe grand.” "They are equal if not supe- 
fior to any wo have ever listened to.” "They are- 
of marked ability and elevating in their tendbnev,” 
While the. following address to her delivered/by 
Dy. Maryin in behalf of tho Spiritualists of this 
community jit a reception given her on last Tues­
day evening, in view of her departure and b> 
which 'she responded under Control, expresses but 
faintly tho views of all anil'does her but merited
justice, and is therefore herewith ftirnished for 
publication. Tho response and poem were simply 
grand, and it is tb be regretted that a short-handi 
reporter1 was not present, that tho same might 
have been published. J. A. M..

ApDRESsrioF Dii. Marvin. .
Mns. Samvel:—Permit us, before your departure-, 

to express to you our sincere thanks for the visit 
you have made us and tho lectures you have de­
livered to us. While wo realize that you are used-, 
as the medium of communication or an exaltedi 
spiritual control, and that tho words of truth and. 
wisdom that fall from your lips are pure emana­
tions from the heavenly sphere, tending most em­
phatically to lead us upward to higher fields of' 
light and life, wo do not overlook or fail to ap-( 
preciate the fact that you have given to these ex­
alted controls, a mind rich in culture,' and love for 
all that is good and pure. And we believe that 
because of these attributes of your own mind, you 
have drawn to yourself spirit controls which ena­
ble you to stand not only In the front ranks of our 
spiritual teachers, but of all our noble men and 
women who have given and are giving their lives, 
to the cause of truth and human advancement. 
We say to you, your sphere is not limited—your 
sun has not yet by far reached its zenith—a great 
work lies before you ; stand fast, therefore, in the. 
calling in which you are engaged and/or which 
you are so eminently fitted,' and after ages, if not 
the present, will surely reward you with a crown 
radiant with the crystal beams of light from” the 
pure spirit of eternal truth and love. Again, we 
thank you and may God bless you. . . '

Alfred Janies <
Is prepared to answer calls to lecture under spirit 
control, on subjects chosen by the audience or an­
swer questions, or spirits will choose their own 
subjects at the option of the society, at any point 
within one hundred miles of Philadelphia. For 
full particulars and terms address, '

. A. James, ^^
No, 2, Rear of 1229 Vine St,, Philada;, Piu
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Spiritualism vs. Materialism.

S. A. WOODWARD.

books of the Old Testament, written before tbe 
Babylonian exile, there cannot be found any cer­
tain indications of a belief in a personal continu­
ance. The Mosaic doctrine never points to a re­
ward in heaven after death. The original religion-- 
of Confucius says nothing of a heavenly hereafter. 
Buddhism, which counts its hundreds of millions 
of disciples, knows nothing of immortality, and 
preaches non-existence as the highest object of 
deliverance. The Greeks, who excelled us in 
many respects, knew only of departed shades; 
and, among the Romans, the belief in immortality 
was very feint, indeed. Among the enlightened 
of all nations and times, the dogma of the immor­
tality of the soi'l has had ever but few partisaps, 
though they made no efforts obstinately to sup­
port .their opion like their opponents.”

A learned writer argues that the Jews believed 
the soul existed after a separation from-the body, 
because of the circumstance of the Hebrew lan­
guage having the word (sheol) appropriated to the 
place which the soul was supposed to inhabit after 
a separation, from the body.

The calling up of Samuel by the Woman of En- [ 
dor (Samuel xxviii, 7) is worthy of observation, as , 
one of the first instances mentioned in history. | 
(See Josephus’ Antiquities, book 6, chap. 14). Also 
Apocrypha, Ecclesiasticus, 46,20, where the author 
states that Samuel, "after his death, prophesied, 
and told the king his end, and lifted up his voice 
from the earth." Read -Leviticus xix, 31, 20, 6, 
and Deut. xviii, 11,12, where the consulting “ of 
such as have familiar spirits” is very severely 
condemned. Under such legislation against free 
thought and. investigation, with .a priesthood 
largely claiming to be the medium of communica­
tion between the living and the dead, we may ex­
pect to find very little said concerning man’s fu- 
tore state in tbelirst half of the Jewish Scriptures. 
Neither may we know Moses’ opinion on the sub- ' 
ject ^from the writings ascribed to him; for, ac­
cording to Biblical critics (see Kusien, vol? 1, pp. 
17,18), they must liave been put in the form in 
which we,now liave them at least six or seven 
hundred years after his death, A resurrection, or 
personal continuance, is referred to in the book of 
Daniel’ xii, 2'; also in the rejected Apocrypha, 
Wisdom' of Solomon ii, 23, Client though the reli­
gion of Confucius may be, respecting a heavenly 
hereafter, th-.: kings of the Chinese prescribed 
ceremonials to be performed for the souls of de­
ceased ancestors, a feet which would imply that 
the Chinese believed in a future home of the soul. 
The Buddhists certainlydielieve in existence after 
death. We read in the Rig-Vdda: “He who gives 
alms goes to the highest place in heaven: he goes 
to the gods.” In Asia the popular belief now 
holds to the doctrine of immortality. The belief 
in a future state of rewards and punishments is 
clearly expressed in the Zend A vesta. The 
Greeks, we are told, adopted the butterfly as the 
emblem of the soul, in recognition of immortality. 
Thei? philosophical theories as to the world of dis­
embodied spirits, and the connection we have with 
it, commenced with llesiod. In Homer’s Odyssey, 
book, 2,1. 252-255, Ulysses is represented as visit­
ing. the regions of the “dead, and recognizing by 
their forms those lie had known on earth.'Among 
the Romans the belief in’a personal continuance 
seems to be more or less truly reflected in the 
sixth book of the “./Eneid of Virgil,” in whieh an 
account is given of yEneas’ descent into Htcdes. 
Cicero says: “The voices of the gods have been 
often heard, and they have appeared in forms so 
visible, that he who doubts, must be hardened in 
stupidity.” Herodotus remarks: “ The Egyptians 
are the first of mankind who asserted that the soul

Review of chapter on Personal Continuance in 
Dr. L, Buchner’s work, entitled “Force and 
Matter.”. •

Dr, Buchner says: “Experience and daily ob- 
• servatidn teach us that the spirit perishes with its 

material substratum; that'-man dies. We are 
unable tp see how man cafi be taught previous to 1 
death, of its subsequent effect upon his spirit. We 
believ? that nothing perishes in this world with­
out varying and renewing, itself. For example: 
Chemistry teaches that, “If metallic lead be sur­
rounded with-a lambent flame in perpetual con­
tact with a supply of atmospherical air, the oxygen 
of the air combines with it, and converts it into a 
red powder, known as red lead..-. Again, if the 
same red powder be exposed in a closed vessel to 
a strong heat,-the oxygen is exnMled, and may be 
obtained, as gas, in a separate uncombined state. 
But neither in its combined nor uiicombined state 
is it discernible by the eye, or discoverable by the 
touch. ' '

“ Progression is thelaw of the universe. Flowers, 
vegetables, and animals are perfected by climatal 
and other conditions. We learn from comparative 

' physiology that tlie single rose under altered coij- 
ditions becomes a double rose; and creepers rear I 
their stalks and stand erect. The Brassica oleracea 
in its native habitat on the shore of the sea, is a 
bitter plant with wavy sea-green leaves; in tlie 
cultivated gardens it is the cauliflower Plants, 
which in a cold climate are annuals, become per­
ennial when transjiorted to the torrid zone.”

Again Dr. Buchner says: “Unprejudiced phi- 
Iqsophy is compelled to reject the idea of an indi­
vidual immortality, and of a personal cqntinuance 
after death. With the decay and dissolution of 

• the material substratum, through which alone it 
• lias acquired a epnwious existence and become a 
person, and upon which it was dependent, the 

- spirit must cease to exist,” " , .
■ If in the vegetable kingdom, we find that from 

a seed which is buried in the earth a new life is 
evolved;-if, from the disturbance of molecular 
equilibrium electricity is generated, as the most 
potent of tlie invisible forces of nature yet known 
—why should unprejudiced philosophy accept this 
idea of continuance of vegetable life, this chemi-, 
cal-feet^ because obvious to the seffses? and deny 

' the existence of the same universal law in the 
iinfohhnent of man, the master-piece of creation? 
Why ? if not that the principle Of life is neither 
visible nor tangible. The “ universal cause,” says 
Pojie, “ Acts not by partial but by general laws.”

We hold that the spiritual body is dual to the 
natural, blended with it as gold naturally is with 
various kinds of alloy; that as alloys may be fused 
with gold, and separated again by heat, or chemi­
cal modes of action, so also the ethereal spirit, 
diffused in the body in its embryonic state, is, at 
death, parted from it by a proeess^as natural as for 
ether to quit liquids and solids, in living and 
growing plants when they die.

Again the Dr. says: Whilst the visible and tan­
gible matter sensually exhibits indestructibility, 

■ the same cannot be asserted of the soul, which is
■not matter but merely an ideal product of a par­
ticular combination of force endowed materials. 
With the. dinpersion of these materials and their 
entrance into other combinations, the effect, which 
we call soul, must disappear. When we destroy a 
watch, it no longer indicates the time; and we 
•thus destroy simultaneously the whole motion 
■connected with such an instrument, and we liave 
no longer a time keeper before us, but a mass of 
various materials which no longer jiresent a 
.whole." ’ .

of man is immortal.” -
In conclusion, does a belief in materialism tend 

to make man wiser, better, happier or offer any 
incentive to virtue? Assuredly not. We claim 
for "Spiritualism that it does all this. It adds 
knowledge to faith; teaches that merit and de­
merit, rewards and punishments, are untransfera­
ble. It has buikled anew the ladder between 
heaven and earth. It is building a mental and 
moral science upon argument furnished by phe­
nomenal facts.”

The following in Xenophon’s memorabilia is 
given as Socrates’ belief—it contains wise counsel:

“Through the demon, the spiritual medium, the 
gods did in divination communicate'with men; 
but it was wrong to inquire from them about tri­
fling matters; for though they know all things, 
yet they made revelations only of human duty."

“ In Greece,” says Pliitaren, “ the oracle had 
ceased, chiefly on account of the insignificant in­
quiries made at the shrine.”

Knowing nothing of matter and spirit in their > 
essence, how can We comprehend the soifi the 

' divine principle which thinks and feels aim acts ? i 
The analogy of the watch seems not entirely ap- । 
plicable; for whilst the motion given to the watch 

. is the effect of organization, motion itself is con­
sidered tlie necessary result of galvanism; and 
life itself in all its varied forms, to man, is unques­
tionably the cause, not the effect oi organization. 1

Plato teaches in the Phtedo that the soul is im­
mortal, because it has an independent power of - 

. self-motion, e. g. “ That which is self-moved, 
■ never ceases to be active, and fe. also the cause of i 

motion to all other things that are moved.” And 
• Herbert Spencer remarks: “The dissipation of a 
, body’s motion by communication of it to snr­

, , rounding matter, solid, liquid, gaseous, and' ether­
eal, brings the body to a fixed position in relation 
to the matter that abstracted its motion. But all 
its other motions continue. Further, this motion, 
the disappearance of. which causes equilibration is 
not lost but simply transferred.

Again Dr. Buchner says: “ Were the spirit in­
destructible, like matter, it must not only, like it, 
last forever, but have ever existed. But where 
wits the soul before the body to which it belongs 
was found ? It was not: and to assume an exist­
ence is a‘n arbitrary hyjwthe It’

The inquiry being specnlati, e, only a specula­
tive answer is requisite. Can we tell where' elec­
tricity was not? before batteries were invented to 
jiaint, write, engrave, print, cure, give light, and 
flash thought and information across oceans and 
continents? May not the soul and electricity 
have ever existed and.emanated from.the Deity? 
Guided by an- organizing intelligence may not 
man’s physical body hay? been developed from 

•. primordial germs animated by Divine power? 
rre-Txistence, of course, cannot be demonstrated 
or disproved. It is maintained by Plato: believed 

’ in by Hindoo, Buddhist, Grecian, Jewish,' and 
other writers. If innate, ideas pre-exist, as held 
by philosophers, why may not the soul have al­
ways had a dependent being? Like a fountain of11 
living water from an ocean, circularly scattering 
its streams into itself, the unborn soul must move 
onward along the luminous pathway of eternity.

Again, Dr. Buchner observes: “ We must also 
reject the theory which assumes the existence of 

- an universal spiritual matter, an universal soul 
from which individual souls emanated, and to 
which they again return on the dissolution of 

_., their material subtratum" '
We incline to adopt the theory which he rejects, 

unknowable and undemonstrabje though it be. 
We disbelieve, however, the dogma of re-absorp- 

. ' tion into the Divine Essence so as to lose con­
sciousness of individual identity; we cannot be­
lieve that man sustains the same relation to the 
Divinity that a drop of water does to the ocean. 
Aided by spectrum analysis the man of science 
jienetrates into the molecular structure of the 
stars, though forbidden to know how the grass 
grows beneath his feet. ’ ..

Dr. Buchner remarks lastly: “According to i 
Richter, most of our theologians agree that in the ;

Spirit Communication Confirmed. '.
. Pleasureville, Ky., Jan. 2,1881.' 

Friend' Robert’s :—I rend your paper weekly 
with deeply increased interest, and especially 
your communication ' department. I submitted 
the communication of George W. Gilmore, whieh 
appeared in your paper of December 11th, 1880, to 
a lady cousin of his of our village, who, and her 
husband also, admit it to be true as to the time 
and place of death, and characteristic of the man, 
yet rejoice to find as they aver the first name in­
correct. His first name is not George. Why this 
error, and can a correction be made, Your friend,

Thob. J. Hall
[We cannot explain th? cause of the error in 

the first name. We know' It however to be a fact 
that often where the name of the communicating 
spirit is not given until the last, the control be­
comes too weak to give it correctly. What was 
the correct name—Ed.] . '

Diphtheria Cure—Letter From J. F. Merriam.
Lawrence, Mass;, Jan. 8,1881.

To the Editor of Mind and Matter: .
In looking through the papers I find that diph­

theria is making sad work in many families. 
I will therefore beg leave to state that I have been 
in the habit of causing the patient to inhale the 
smoke of pine tar; not gas. I put a little on'a hot 
iron and let the patient inhale as much as he can 
without strangling, for a few minutes, five or six 
times a day, and should the case prove' stubborn 
and obstinate I should repeat the operation much 
oftener, even to every hour in the day, and pursue 
thia course until I was sure of victory; for I feel 
well satisfied, after many trials, that if this course 
is adopted in season and well persevered in, it 
will prove more than a match for this terrible 
scourge. I hope you will give this publication for 
the benefit or all who may feel disposed to try it.

Yours with respect, J. F,Merriam.

Mind and Matter can be bought every Friday 
morning st the residence of Mr. Janies A. Bliss, 
1620 South Thirteenth Street.

CHILDREN'S COLUMN.

WHICH LOVED BEST? .

[BEL!

“ I love you, mother,” said little John;
Then, forgetting hie work, his cap went on, 

And he was off to the garden swing, : .
And left her the water and wood to bring.

“ I love you, mother,” said rosy Nell;
- “ I love you better than tongue can tell.” 
Then she teased and poqted full half tbe day, 
Till her mother rejoiced when she went to play.

" I love you. mother," said little Fan;
" To-day I’ll help you all I can.

How glad 1 am school doesn't keep!" 
Sb she rocked the babe till it fell asleep.

“ I love you, mother," again they said— 
Three little children going to bed..

How do you think that molhey guessed , 
Which of them really loved her best ‘I .

—Angels of Peace.
, ----- -----------------♦■ o H -....-....—W..- ,

’ ' Jack’s Lesson. .
It is a true story. Jack H. told it to me of his 

own boyhood. He was born and reared in the 
north of Ireland.- The winters there are not 
usually severe, he says, but occasionally they have 
■very deep snows.

Father came through the shed where I was 
fixing straps to my new snow-shoes one day, and 
said: “Jack,, do you get the sheep together, be­
fore night, into the lower fold. It looks as if this 
storm would last- all night; and if it should, it 
may be.easier^done to-day than to-morrow.”

I looked iip through the open door at the snow 
which ^vas fal.ing gently and steadily. It did not 
seem to me likelytb be much of a storm. But I 
had been taught unquestioning obedience, and 
only replied: “Yes, sir; 1 will,” and went on 
with my work. Before it was finished, Tom Hig­
gins came, and he had a new plan for making a 
rabbiktrap, and we spent half the afternoon try­
ing to-carry it into execution, and the short winter 
day passed, and the sheep were not folded. In 
short, it quite slipped froin my memory, onlv to 
be recalled by my father's question as he drew 
the Bible toward him ’ for evening worship: 
“ Jack, have’ you folded those sheep ?”

The blood leaped to my forehead, as I was forced 
to reply: “"No, sir; I got to playing with Tom, 
and forgot.” : .

The silence that followed my reply was dread­
fill tome. If my father bad upbraided -me with 
violent anger, I think I could have borne it 
better.

“I am very sorry, sir!” I stammered out at 
last. - - • • , -

“I fear you will/have reason to be," said my 
father. “ If those sheeji are lost to-night, remem­
ber there will be no more play for you till they’ 
are found. Peojile who will not take trouble, will 
be overtaken by trouble." .

Nothing more was said.' The-reading and the 
psalm and the prayer over, I slipped quietly away 
to bed, taking a peep, an I went, through the shed 
door, to see how the storm was progressing; I saw 
it had increased, and the wind was rising.

Nothing had power to keej) me long awake in 
those days, however, so I slept soundly. In the 
morning I found the storm was still raging. The 
snow lay deep on the ground, and the wind was 
drifting it into the hollows, and packing it away 
into solid masses. Father came in from taking a 
survey of the weather, bringing a rod -full fifteen 
feet long.

“The snow is deep," said he, “ I am troubled 
about those sheep. They always seek shelter in 
the hollows and along the hedges just where the 
drifts will be deejiesl. How we shall find them I 
do not know. I hope you are ready for a week's 
hard work, my son Jack."

“Yes, sir;. . am. very sorry, and will do my
best,” I replied, . '

“ Your best would have gone much farther yes­
terday than it will to-day. But we won’t spend
our Htrengtli groaning over a bad job. After 
breakfast we will go out and try what we can do.” 

“In this storm, father?" said my mother, de- 
nrecatingly. “ It is the worst storm of the year. 
The snow blows'so you can scarce find your way.”

“ There are two hundred of those sheep,” said
piy father. “ I can’t afford to lose them?’

Breakfast over, we bound on our snow-shoes 
and with the long jiole and a snow-shovel went 
out to seek for the lost sheep, It cleared a little 
before noon, though the wind still sent the snow 
whirling^ about our faces, so it was not easy or 
agreeable working. Father found one here and 
another there, and I was set to dig. thenr out. 
Fifteen sheep were found and brouglit home that 
day. ‘

The next day the neighbors came and helped, 
for the weather had 'moderated, and there was 
always danger that a sudden thaw would follow 
such deep BnowSj and the sheeji be drowned be­
fore they could be rescued. One by one, or in 
twos and threes, the poor creatures were found 
and taken from the snow. But at the end of a 
weekof hard work there.were still seventy-five- 
missing. . .

“How long ‘will any live under the snow, 
father?" I asked, when a second week of work 
had only reduced the number of missing to forty.

“I’ve heard of their living three weeks. . We 
will keep on as long as we .can find any alive," 
said my father, ■ ~ . •

The snow had settled into compact masses, 
nearly thirty feet deeji in some of the valleys, but 
we still found no.w and then a sheep by the hole 
which the warm breath of the creature made in 
the snow as it rose. I searched" diligently for 
these holes. Little I cared that I had not' a mo­
ment's play in all the davs since the storm. I was 
most anxious that all the sheep should be found 
alive. I think the first real prayers I ever 
offered were sent np then, that the thaw might 
keep aWay till all the sheep were found.

It did keep away wonderfully. At the end of 
three weeks all but twenty-four were rescued. 
Still we searched, and now and then found a poor 
creature,, famished and emaciated, but alive, 
which we carried to the farm house, and consigned 
to my mother and the girls, who chafed and fed 
and tended it, till it was won back to a degree of 
strength, while • we spared no time from the 
search.

. “It’s no use to hunt longer, The rest are all 
dead,” said father^one night, when we were com­
ing home dispirited and weary, having found five 
of the poor things lying together-drowned in one 
of the hollows, “ You look thin and pale, Jack. 
You have worked well. I think I must release you 
now.” -

But I would not be released. The word had 
been: “Noplay till every sheep is found,” and . 
alive or dead, they should all be found. I toiled 
alone next day, but I found three, and one was 
alive. The thaw carried away the snow so fast 
that I had less and less area to search over now. 
But it was poor encouragement to work, for all I 
found were dead. A dozen times I was tempted 
to yield to my mother’s persuasions not to throw 
away any mo're labor. But my father said not a 
word; and I kept on. (

“The sheep are all found now, father; 'I took . 
-pff the pelt of the last of the .dead to-day,” I said 
One evening when he came in late from work.

“ Well, Jack, this lesson has cost me almost a • 
score of sheep, and both of us a good deal of hard 
work; but if it teaches you to be faithful to all 
your duties in future, I shall not be sorry.’’• . '

“Thank you, father I" said I. And I vowed in­
wardly that it should, and I believe tluit it did.— 
Episcopal Register.

A Chicago Medium’s Generous Offer. .
No. 7 Laflin St. cor of Madison 8t.

To those who will subscribe through me for 
Mind and Matter one year, I will give a sitting 
for spirit tests. This offer to hold good for six 
months from date. Yours Respectfully,

, Mrs. Mary E. Weeks,
—:o— .

Generous Offer by a Well-known Cincinnati Medium.
To those who will subscribe to Mind and Mat­

ter for six months I will giveasitting for business 
or otherwise, bv a card from J. M. Roberts, th? 
editor, free of charge. This offer to hold good for 
as long as Mind and Matter exists. .

.- Mrs. A. M. George,
■ Rooms 14 and 15, 114 Mass Ave.

Indianapolis, Ind.
-—-:o:----

Dr. Dobson’s Liberal Offer.
For the purpose of extending the circulation of 

Mind and Matter, I make the following offer to 
any person sending me $1.25 and two 3-cent stamjis 
they will receive Mind and Matter forsix months, 
and I will answer ten questions of any .kind and 
examine any diseased person free (by indejiendent 
slate writing), Send lock of hair, slate age and 
sex and leading symptons.

Maquoketa, Iowa’. Du. 1 B. Dobson.
■ ■ -----:o:----- •

Dr. R. D. Goodwin’s Grand Offer. -
Having been a constant reader of your valuable 

paper, and believing it Should be in the house of 
every progressive family, we make the following " 
offer, to stand good for one, year. We will correctly 
diagnose any disease, or give one treatment .to 
any new subscriber to your paper, on their send­
ing the price of.one year’s subscription, with post­
age and request for our services. Address Dr.-R. 
D. Goodwin, New York Eclectic Institute, 1317 
Morgan Street,.St-. Louis, Mo. For advertisement 
see seventh jiage. ■ .

-----:o:-----
A Mediums Valuable Offer.

Grand Rapids, April 20, 1880.
Dear Brother :—Hi‘.ew^ that through the columns 

of Mind and Matter, a work can be done to the 
advancement of spiritual progress, I thought I 
would make the following offer. Any jierson 
sending me $2.15 and two three cent stamps, I will 
give either a medical examination or business 
consultation, and will forward the saniu to you to 
secure to them Mind and Matter for one year.

Yours resjiectfully, %
. Mrs. Dr. Sayi.es, .

3il5 Jefferson Ave., Grand Rapids, Mich.
- -----:o:----- •■ '

. Dr. L C..Phillips’Liberal Offer.
Omro, Wis., Jim. 14,1886. ;

Bro. Roberto :—You can say in your paper that 
any one subscribing for your paper through me, 
and Bending stamps to prepay answer, will receive 
a psychometrics! reading; or should they jirefer a 
medical examination by giving two or three lead­
ing symptoms, (to facilitate) will receive the latter, 
Send lock of hair. Dr. J. C. Phillips, .

PtychomtlrM, Clairvoyant and Magnetic Healer. 
-----:o:-----

k Vltapathlo Physician’s Kind offer. ■
Dear Friend of Human Progress:—I have not • 

time to seek subscribers to your valuable-paper; 
but I will offer this inducement to every person 
Bending me two dollars (my usual price) and witli 
it a lock of their hair, age, sex. etc., with postage 
stamp for answer; I will make for them a full 
examination of their case—give diagnosis and ad­
vice, and will forward their two dollars to ’you. to 
Say for them a .year’s subscription to Mind and
Iatter.
This offer remains good for all time. ■ ’ 

J. B. Campbell, M. D., V, I).
266 Longworth St., Cincinnati, Ohio. .

. , ——:b:----- ' .
A Most Valuable Offer—Spirit Obsession Diagnosed.

■ Brother Robert’s :—You may say in your paper 
that I will give a free examination of persons who 
would like to know whether they are obsessed or 
not, if they will subscribe for Mind and Matter 
six months or one year. Any person accepting 
this offer must send a note from you to that effect. 
All applications by letter must contain a lock of 
hair of the applicant, age, sex, etc., and one three- 
cent postage stamp. Address B. F. Brown, Box 
28, Lewiston, Maine. This proposition to remain 
open until further notice. B. F. Brown.

[We regard the abo’e proposition of Mr. Brown, 
as a most important one to the afflicted apart from 
theinterest we have in it.—Ed.] .

PHILAORLP^IA SPIRITUAL HUSTINGS.

A CONFERENCE AND CIRCLE willl be held werr 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock, at the Thompson St. Chureb 
below Front. Public cordially Invited. • *
i^^W ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUAL

Spiritual Conference every Bunday, at 214 P. P. at 
Hall corner of Eighth and Spring Garden street#. Free' to 
every body.

. "^ 2,,J,yT^Lt;H™c,l °M®
**ni••‘heN.E. C°r. Eighth and ButtonwoodgU., 3d floor. 
Speaking and teat circle every Sunday afternoon and evo'ng.

J^^IBITP^P, CIRCLE *very Sunday afternoon al 13* 
^ ^' ^ Nlnth “n^ Spring Garden Street#. 

Public cordially invited free. Dr. J. II. Rhodes, Conductor.

Sayi.es
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SPIRIT COMMUNICATIONS.

ALFRED JAME8, MEDIUM.

■ . Apostool, ^Of Amsterdam.) 
Good Day, Sir:—I lived at Amsterdam, and

*

taught Christianity after the fashion of the Apos­
tles. I believed that the age of spiritual phenom­
ena was not over, but that it was crushed by the 

■ power of the church. So I helped to found an 
order, in which we investigated these spiritual 
phenomena, through the different members. This 
order was a kind of a branch of the Mennonites. I 
think' that through my efforts in Holland, I suc­
ceeded in opening the way for the advancement 
of free inquiry into spiritual things. Spiritiial 
Shenomena should always be used under the very 

est conditions if satisfactory results are desired.
I found that a vicious quality in a persons mind, 
who was controlled by spirits, frequently altered 
or made worthless the most beautiful communica­
tions. Hereditary vices in a medium do more 
toward keeping back the truth than any opinions 
that mediums may have, for in the trance state 
their opinions are set aside; but the viciousness 
or bad qualities in the mediums are impressed 
upon their brains. Thus when I as a spirit, un- 
dertak-e to play upon or control that organ, the 
keys are discordant,'and will not give forth just 

. such music, in the form of truth aS I, as a spirit, 
desir^to give.. After studying the'subject of spirit 
control, and searching around to. find a suitable 
medium for my purpose, in order to give 
the history of my time, I endeavored to find the 
best conditions 1 could reach. This medium an­
swers my purpose but not j?o perfectly as I could 

' desire. I believe that a medium .that is secluded
—that is placed away, in quiet, from the multitude 
drawstohim.orher,deeperinspiratioii8 and purer 
thoughts, and is'blest by the visitation of, what 
you call, the noblest intellects among spirits. I want 
to say before leaving, that I was not a medium 
when young, but I developed into one as I grew 
older in years. My experience as a medium 
when in mortal-life, was somewhat similar to that 
of the man they called Swedenborg. Spiritualism 
not being properly understood in my day, was 
greatly tinctured with spirits having wings—with 
gods on thrones—and with crowns and harps. As 
a spirit, I would say, this is all only the mortal 
idea of what constitutes a true God and a true 
heaven. I return to earth to ask people who may 
read what I have said here, to-day to beware of 
self-deception in matters of religion, and especially 
in that particular in which you look.for the help 
of Jesus Christ, for you are alLChrists—that is— 

' sons of God, in proportion to your just actions 
while here in the mortal flesh. Hived about 1664, 

■ at Amsterdam, and my name was Apostoo).
[We take the following aceduut of Apostool 

. from McClintock and Strong’s Cyclopedia of Ec- 
cleriaslical Literature.—¥a>.] ■ .
“Samuel Apostool, a Menonite, was born in 

1638, and was minister of a church of the Water-

is derived almost exclusively from a succinct no- 
tlce by St. Jerome. '

" From this we learn that Tertullian was a na­
tive of Carthage, the son of a proconsular .centu­
rion ; that he flourished chiefly during the reigns 
of Septimus Severus and of Caracalla; that lie 
became a presbyter, and.remained orthodox until 
he reached the term of middle life, when, in con­
sequence of the envy and ill treatment he expe­
rienced on the part of the Roman elegy, he went 
over to the Montanists .Tnd wrote several books 
in defence of those heretics; that he lived to a 
great age, and was the author of many works^

[That is all that is positively recorded in rela­
tion to the personal history of Tertullian. Many 
works have been attributed to Tertullian which 
modern criticism has shown' to be without suffi­
cient support. But among none of those works is 
the Work which heLin dfirroinmlin^ ’
nates as his Apotheosis, in whjch he shows that 
Jesus Christ was nothing more than an imaginary 
demi-god, as were the other Roman deities, 
and that it. was a question debated in the 
Roman Senate whether. his .efligy, or statue 
should be set up in the Roman temples 
among th© other statues of the gods. Where is 
tl^at work' of Tentullian? He supposes that 
copie? of it still exist. If that is, the fact it is 
carefully concealed from us by those whose power 
and posessions depend upon its suppression, to 
wit: the Christian clergy.

It. is a pregnant fact, however, andMrongly con­
firmatory of his statement that the Roman clergy, 
prompted, as St. Jerome says, by envy, drove Ter­
tullian away from the Christian religion to adopt 
that of the Montanists. What caused their envy 
we are not told, and no doubt for the very best 
reason. To have told the'eanse of difference be­
tween Tertullian and his Roman enemies'would 
have divulged the closely guarded secret of the 
Christian priesthood. We stop here to say, when 
we speak of the Christian priesthood, we mean 
always the Roman Catholic priesthood, they being 
thd only Christian priesthood that have had any 
right to that designation. So-called Protestant 
Christians are no Christians at all, as their very 
designation implies.

Now let us inquire, for a moment, concerning 
the Montanists to whom Tertullian lent his influ­
ence and learning, after breaking with the Roman 
church. The,originatorofMontanism wasMontanus 
an undoubted spiritual medium, as the following 
account of him will show. It is taken from Mc­
Clintock and Strong’s Ecclesiastical Enclydopxdia:

" Montanus, a celebrated heresiarch of the early 
Christian Church, the supposed founder of a sect 
named after him, Montanists, was a Phrygian by 
birth, and, according to Eusebius, made his first 
public appearance about A. D. 170, in the village 
ofAdabar, on tho confines of Phrygia and Mysia, 
of which place he is believed to have been a na- 
live. He was brought up in heathenism, but ap­

is governed by the three great principles, namely: 
reason, logic and truth. When that day comes, 
then I wantto.join the ransomed throng and go 
forward to enjoy spiritual happiness. My name 
was Sozomen. • ,

[We take the following account of Sozomen 
from the Npuvelle Biographic Generate.—Em.]

“ Hernias Sozomen, an ecclesiastical historian, 
born near Gaza, at Bet hel, towards the end of the 
fourth .century, died in'Palestine, near A. D. 443. 
He studied jurisprudence in the celebrated school 
of Beryta in Phoenicia, and, under Theodosius the 
younger, he established himself at Constantinople, 
where he followed the profession of an advocate. 
Descended from a family zealous for the faith-, full 
of piety himself, he profited by the leisure which 
the labors of his profession- allowed him, to com- 
pose1111 Ecclesiastical History which has come 
down to us. He made known in it the complete 
triumph of Christianity over idolatry, the strug­
gles made by the Church against the ArianS$the 
Nqvationists, the Montanists, the sectaries of Nes- 
torius, without entirely neglecting the political 
events,, which took place in the Roman Empire 
from 323 to 439, or to the seventeenth consulate of 
Theodosius IL, the prince to whom the work-is 
dedicated. According to the plan of the author, 
this history,-divided-into nine books, ought to be 
the continuation of that Of Eusebius of Cesariea. 
Sozomen . appeared to concur with his contempo­
rary, Socrates the Scholiast, who, an advocate like' 
himself, in the same town, labored upon an eccle­
siastical history that yet exists, and which, com­
mencing with the advent of Constantine, ended in 
the same year, 439. After an attentive, compari­
son of the two works, it seems evident that one of 
the two authors profiled by the labors of the 
other, and there are many reasons to think that 
it was Sozomen who had knowledge of the re­
searches and perhaps even of the production of 
Socrates, notwithstanding he does not refer to the 
latter. Be this as it may, these two histories are 
regarded as among the most precious monuments 
of the ecclesiastical antiquity of the fourth and a 
part of the fifth centuries. In general/Socrates 
furnishes more facts; but Sozomen is more distin­
guished by the purity of language, in Which is 
often recognized a happy imitation of the Attic 
diction of Xenophon.”

[Itwould seem that Sozomen regards his earthly 
labors, which are so highly eulogized by Christian 
writers, as a millstone around his spirit neck, and 
desires nothing so much as to get nd of the abom­
ination by laboring to undo the work of deception 
to which he so prominently contributed. Those 
who laud him for that work had better heed bis 
waning voice and avoid the consequences of.their 
falsexteachings.—Ed.] '

ing which spirits will attempt, whenever they can 
find an opportunity to do so, and serve tfieir pur­
pose of misleading the unwary. While the above 
communication was about to be given, the sitting ' 
was interrupted by two gentlemen coining into 
the room, which caused so much disorder, as to 
destroy the control of the medium by his band of 
guides. The result was that a lying spirit who ' 
was watching his chance, got control with the 
above result. As soon as this communication Was 
completed, the medium was brought out of the 
trance, the Indian guide, "Wild Cat” saying they 
could hold him no longer. As amatter of curiosity 
in spiritual experiences, we will give the history 
of the great and distinguished Dr. Matthew Bailie 
as we take” it from the Encyclopedia Britannica. .

•Ed.] ^

«>

?

- . landers, (a branch of tho Dutch Baptists), at Am­
sterdam. In 1662, he distinguished himself by his 
opposition to Galenus Hans, who taught that 
Christianity is not so much a body of opinions as 
a practical life. Apostool, on the contrary, in­
sisted on the necessity of doctrine, and also ot tho 
especial views of tho Mennonites. Galenus was 
changed with Socinianism and acquitted, and 
Apostool and his friends had to form a separate 
church. His followers were called Apostoolians. 
He lived up to nearly .the end of the century.”

[There is nothing whatever mentioned of the 
mediumistic experiences of Apostool, alluded to 
in his history, but. we have not a doubt, from his 
communication, that ho was like Swedenborg, a 
mediumistic Seer, and that ho was familiar with 
what are now known as communications from 
controlling spirits. He was undoubtedly infiu- 

• enced by spirits of orthodox convictions, but has 
. • gotten bravely away from Orthodox notions since 

his two hundred years in spirit life. That the 
communication came directly from the spirit of 

. Apostool we feel very sure; iiwas much as, 
“ •' neither the medium nor ourself had ever heard of 

such a person as Apostool, until that communica­
tion was given. Surely Spiritualism is nothing 

' • new, as these spirit testimonies nil combine in
showing.—Ed.] . . ..

pears to have embraced Christianity (about 170) 
with all the fanatical enthusiasm for which his 
countrymen were noted.- Neander endeavors to 
explain his character and tendencies on the sup-, 
position of hisjpossessing an essentially Phrygian 
temperament, and the little we know concerning 
him renders this highly probable. The frenzy, 
the paroxisms, the fierce belief in the superna­
tural, that marked the old Phrygian priests of 
Cybele and Bacchus, are repeated under less sav­
age, but not less abnornal conditions, in the ecs- 
tacies, somnambulism, and passion for self-immo­
lation of tho Montanists. According lo soi'ne of 

■ the ancient writers, Montanus was believed, by 
his followers, to be the Paraclete or Holy Spirit. 
But this is, an exaggeration, for he fulling into 
somnambulistic eustacies, came symply to consider 
himself the inspired organs of the Paraclete, the 
Helper and Comforter promised in these last times 
of distress. He, however, certainly claimed di­
vine inspiration for himself and his followers. 
They delivered their prophecies in an eustacy, 
and their example seems to have been introduced/

Tertullian, (A so-called.Christian Euther.) ' 
Goon Day, Sir:—I wish to communicate to-day, 

on account of a certain article I have seen written 
by a man who seems to be a deep inquirer after 
truth. He is investigating in relation to the ques­

- tion of the real existence of the man-god called 
Jesus Christ. So far as I understand him, ho says; 
the spirits communicating through this medium, 

. seem to differ in their opinions and knowledge 
concerning Jesus; that is, they are not united in 
the conclusion that no such man existed. Now, 
all that any person among' dye learned, who 

s wishes to inquire into, this subject,'has to do in 
order to satisfy themselves-on this point is, to 
examine a writing, (not the original ot course, but 
a writing in Which the original sense is preserved). 
1 refer to the Apotheosis as written by myself. 
My mortal-name was Tertullian. . In that treatise 
I show that in Rome it was a question 'debated in 
the Roman Senate, whether or not the effigy of 
the Christian god should be set up in the Roman 
temples. It shows that their Jestts.was one of the 
so-called demi-gods that never had a real exist­
ence, and yet, strange to say, in spile'of my book, 
these Christians claim me as a Christian Father. 
I will say further, that in the reign of Tiberius, 
the increase- of Gods brought to Rome by foreign 
captives, was very great. As there was at times a 

, dearth of soldiers, the Emperor and the Senate 
were fearful that the rabble would take possession 
of the city.' In order to satisfy these alien-people, 
they were willing to set up as many of their re­
spective gods as would satisfy them. The question 
was not "Are these gods real?” but "Is it not 
good policy to do so?” This was why the Ro­
mans had so many gods. What I have said here, 
only requires the investigation of an analytical 
mind, in order to satisfy himself or hertelfof the 
truth of what I haye^said. I desire to name a 
certain person to whom I wish this communica­
tion sent. His name is L. W. Gunn, of St. Louis, 

■ Missouri.” .
[We glean the following facts concerning Ter- 

tullian from Smith’s Greek and Roman Biography. 
—Ed.]

■ " Tertullianus, whose name appears in the last 
manuscripts under the form of Q. Septimus 
Horens Tertullianus, is the most ancient of the 
Latin Fathers now extant. Notwithstanding the 
celebrity he has always enjoyed, our knowledge 
of his personal history is extremely limited, and

into the Church—the practice of appealing to vis­
ions in favor of opinions and actions, of which 
practice Cyprian and others availed themselves to 
a great extent. [Who will say after this, that the 
whole foundation of the Roman Catholic Chris­
tian religion was n Spiritualism identically tlie 
same as tne Spiritualism of to-day ?] His princi­
pal associates were two prophetesses named Prisca 
or Pricilln and Maximilia. It was this sect or 
society of Spiritualists that Terlullian united him­
self with and defended against the warfare of the 
Roman Christian clergy. We will comply wilh 
the spirits’ request and send his communication 
to Mr. Gunn, whose recent inquiries called this 
spirit back to earth. We regard the communica­
tion as most valuable, and hope it may bring to 
light the suppressed work of Terlullian.- Wo 
have been able to find no trace of such a work, 
and would be obliged for any informalion upon 
the subject.—Ed.] . ■ •

JSpi. Cook (Salem, Mass.).
Wffi.L, Mister:—! lived down at that place they 

called Salem (Mass.). I was a fisherman and I 
sw-amped in a boat. This here took place in the 

• '"^t, (jlne jH jf, 
How long is 

that then? [He was told At had been twenty- 
four years ago.] You don’t\mean that? Why, 
Mister, it don’t seem to bo mote than a day. Well, 
vou see, I was in religion a Congregationalist anil 
I haven’t been able to learn anything about it. 
In fact,.! think they shut the gate in my face, and 
as they haven’t done anything for me 1 thought I 
would come here and see whe/hor you could do 
anything for me. Now, if you'll give me the 
bearings and the latitude and longitude why I 
think I can go straight ahead like a gull. .Now, 
this is a serious question for me. My name was

night of the 3d of July, 1857r^ 
now? '[He was told it was, 1881

Jbel Cook. 1 have some friends living in Nan- 
tuckeVimd Martha’s Vineyard. I was waked up 
and sent, here by an Indian. His name is Samo­
set. "

[This spirit was given the information he asked 
for and went on his way confident he would go 
through without further delay. How important 
it is Unit schools should bo established for teach­

ing deceived and ignorant, spirits as to the true 
road to spiritual, happiness. Wo'do hope that 
Spiritualists of means will do all they can to ena­
ble Mrs. Dr. Cutter to establish her pioneer expe­
rimental Home on Wickett's Island, so ably ex­
plained by ,our correspondent, Mrs. Hill, in’ the 
last issue of.Mi.ND and Matteii.—Ed.] •

"Dr. Matthew Bailie, anatomist and physician,. .  
was born in the manse of Shotts, Lanarkshire, 
Scotland, in 1761. He came of a highly.gifted 
family; his father the Rev. James Bailie, was suc­
cessively clergyman of the parishes of Shotts. 
Bothwell and Hamilton, in Lanarkshire, and 
afterwards professor of divinity in the University 
of Glasgow; his mother was- Dorothea, sister of 
the celebrated William anti John Hunter ; and 
his sister Joanna was the poet. Dr. Bailie was 
for several years a student in the University of 
Glasgow, where he heard the lectures of Dr. Ried 
on moral philosophy. His professional career was 
determined by the advice of his uncle Dr. William 
Hunter, who undertook to superintend his educa­
tion.-- On his fathers death he obtained an exhi­
bition to Bijjliol College, Oxford, where he re­
mained a year befote removing to London, His 
studies were there carried on under the personal 
direction of his uncle, and after two years he 
began to be associated with Dr. Hunter in-his 
anatomical lectures as qn assistant and demon­
strator, visiting Oxiord occasionally, so as to keep 
the terms necessary for the degree of bachelor of 
medicine. Dr. Hunter, at his death, bequeathed 
the use of his magnificent collections to his ' 
nephew, together with the lecture rooms in Wind­
mill street, an annuity of one hundred pounds a 
year, and a small estate in Scotland. The last was 
resigned by Bailie to his other uncle, Dr. John 
Hunter, whom he considered as the natural heir. 
Within two years after Dr. Hunter's dpath, his 
nephew became tho principal teacher in that cele­
brated school of anatomy ; and in 1787, although 
only a bachelor of medicine, he was appointed 
physician to St. George’s Hospital. In-1789 he 
married Sophia, daughter of the eminent ac­
coucheur Dr. Denman, a connection favorable to 
his practice. In 1795 ho published his "Morbid 
Anatomy,” a work whfrh was speedily translated 
into French, Italian and German; into the last - 
by tho anatomist Summering. After this ho had 
the honor of being enrolled a doctor of medicine 
of Oxford, and Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians. As a practicing physician ho was 
universally respected, and his decease, which took “ ■ 
place on the 23d of September, 1823, in the sixty- y 
third year of his ago, was sincerely regretted.” ’

[Tho medium certainly had nothing consciously 
to do with that communication with-any View o’f ( 
deceiving, and therefore we conclude that a lying, ' 
deceiving spirit was the author of.it. Tho lesson . 
this spirit teaches is ns usoftil uh any coming.from 
truthful spirits, inasmuch as it seems to show the 
necessity oftesting every spirit communication by 
the application of tho closest scrutiny. Do this, 
and the work of these lying spirits will bo nt an 
end, and not until then.—Ed.]^ - - - - - - - - - —^ ^. ,

Convention of Spiritualists.
There will be a convention of the Spiritualists 

of New Hampshire, at Manchester, commencing 
Saturday, Jan. 22,1881, at 10 A. M., and continu­
ing over tho following Sunday. Tho object of 
this convention is to form a State organization, for 
tlio purpose of strengthening and advancing the 
cause of Spiritualism. Your personal attendance 
is respectfully solicited. Please extend this no­
tice. E.B.Craddock, Chairman of the Committee ; 
A. C, Emery, President; B. P. Burpee, Secretary , 
Manchester Society of Spiritualists.

Sozomen (A Greek Historian.) .
I Greet You:—This is a strange, but the true 

way of coming back; and shows to all inquiring 
minds that the spirit world is not so far away as 
the priests, those "blind leaders'of the blind” and 
their followers, believe or try to believe. As an 
ecclesiastical historian, I am sorry that I over did 
anything towards writing about such foolish 
things as the Atonement, Baptism, the Trinity 
and the Communion' feast! Il was to waste a mor­
tal life to be engaged in propagating sueli folly as 
that. I feel the responsibility upon me of having 
been one of the instruments to lead people, or 
rather mislead them, from the path'of truth. Pure 
and simple are the real principles that give you a 
knowledge of the life immortal, but muddling 
priestsand learned fools have twisted these simple 
irinciples into such a shape that, to-day, they are 
ike the Gordian Knot, it is almost impossible to 

disentangle them. There is, however, a weapon 
that is being used to such effect that it will (I, 
think) not only sever the kuot, but will over­
whelm these learned gentlemen with their own 
nonsense. That weapon is reason. The moment 
man begins to reason he begins to see the folly of 
the antiquated doctrine of an atonement—the 
foolishness of the ordinance of baptism—the in­
comprehensibility of the dogma of the Trinity— 
and the ridiculousness of the communion cere­
mony. Only think concerning the last—com­
munion. Was'there ever such foolishness as to 
think that you are eating.the body and drinking 
the blood of a god. Dark, indeed, is that intellect 
that can accept such a thing as that for truth. I 
come here with the desire to see this blotted out. 
I desire no rest nor happiness, as a spirit, until I 
have seen every church on this mortal plane, 
where the religion of Jesus is taught, turned into 
schools of science, philosophy and true spirit com­
munion; and. until every man, woman and child

"Matthew Bailie”,(A Lying Deceiver). 
Good Day, Mv Lad:—I’m ah old' Englishman.

I went into a great many fantastical things. I was 
engaged in hunting for that great thing that was 
to turn the baser metals into gold. I never found 
it. But I found this, I made a. beggar of. myself, 
and beggared my family.. But we old chaps’ who 
followed that kind of thing were nil obsessed. 
Spirits wlyo wanted to indulge in some vagary or 
another, found the conditions they needed always 
lodged in the brains of those alchemists, and they 
wont to work on them. Now, this thing should 
be bettor understood—this obsession by spirits. 
It fills half of your insane asylums to-day and,, 
there should be schools for undeveloped spirits in” 
which they should be taught to act differently. 
You can never have good, real, solid progression 
until people know how poor mediums may be ob­
sessed. There are thousands of spirits, just like 
the one that wits here before me. Now, suppose 
that mimjn the dreamy state in which he so long 
remaiiwirhad gotten possession of some mortal 
brain, the consequence would have been that the 
obsessed person would have supposed they were 
dead or sleeping. Tho only w;iy to rid them of 
that kind or insanity would bo to instruct tho 
spirit liow to be happy without inflicting such 
wrong upon the victim. But not only in the mat­
ter of obsession are these ignorant spirits a curse 
to mortals, for in their earth-bound condition 
they obstruct the way for reliable and truthful 
communications, whether in what you call mental 
or physical phenomena. Now, I wits a physician, 
but this dabbling in Oriental magic until this de­
lusion became the absorbing purpose of my life, 
rendered my profession useless to me. Remem­
ber, that a thirst for gold, in any way whatever, 
unless it is sought for some noble purpose, is the 
curse—the monster—of your century. The rights 
of nian are not as much respected, ' " 
progress of the nineteenth century as they were 
in my day (the sixteenth century). There was a 
more rugged sense of justice then, and the suc­
cessful plunderer had to stand the consequences 
of his wrongful acts. Now, with all your progress, 
if one can only steal largely, a thousand excuses 
are made for him. I want to close with this sen­

/even in the

tence. The greater the wrong, the greater the 
punishment should bo. My name was Mathew 
Bailie, of London. I think there is some record 
of me yet. I am not certain.

[We have here a perfect illustration of thely-

Special Notice from "Bliss’ Chief’s” Rand,

M K, Red Cloud, speak for Blackfoot, the great Mcdiolno 
Chief from happy huntlng-grounda. He nay he love­

white ohloih and squawa. Be travel like the wind. He go 
to olreleH. Him big chief. Blackfoot want much work to 
do. Him want to allow him healing power. Make nick 
people well. Where paper go, Blackfoot go. Go quick.. 
Hund right away. No wampum for three moon.

This spirit message was first published in Mini> 
and Matter, January 10th, M. 8. 32, with the- 
announcement that " Magnetized Paper ” would! 
be sent to all who were sick in body or mind,'that 
desired to be healed, also, to those that desired to­
be developed as spiritual mediums, for three- 
months for three 3-ct, stamps. The three months 
have now closed with tlie following result:

3,405 persons have sent for tho paper by mail!. ■ 
1,000 persons have received it at tne office; and! 
the hundreds of testimonials that have been re­
ceived of its wonderfid work in healing the sick 
and developing mediums, prove that Red Cloud 

.amj Blackfoot have faithfiilly kept their promises. 
That all may. have an opportunity to test the- 
merits of the paper, the price for the future will bo­
as follows :—l sheet, (postage paid,) 10 cents, 12! 
sheets, $1.00. Send li silver ten cent piece if yom 
can. Addrpss, James A. Bliss, 713 Sansom Street,. 
Philadelphia, Pa.

A Proposition.
I am prepared and will send to anv one address,, 

direct from.my office, one sheet of11 Blacktoot’s” 
Magnetized Paper, postage paid, every week for 
one month for 40 cents; two months for 70 cents; 
three months far $1.00. Address with amount 
enclosed, James A. Bliss, 718 8ansom 8t., Philada,

Mind and Matter Free List Fund.
This bind was started by the request of many of 

our subscribers, that many deserving poor people 
who were not able to pay for Mind and Matter, 
might have the paper sent to them free of cost. 
The following contributions have been made since 
our last report: .

‘ Amount previously acknowledged^ 7 24
Joseph Kinsey, Cincinnati, Ohio, 50 00
A Friend - - - 1 00
Mrs. E. A. Burrell, Port Jervis, N.Y. 50
Mrs. E. 8. Sleeper, '
R. Butterfield, 8acrimento, Cal. 
Thomas Atkinson, Oxford. Ind

$3.00

-  - - -  - -  -  w I -- F F . -  ” -

C. B. Peckham, Newport, R. I.
Mrs. E. 8. Sleeper, San Francisco, 
E. C. Hart. Oberlin, Ohio.
Mary 8. Lloyd, Waterfora, N. Y., 
Orson Brooks, Denver, Col.

2 0O
1 00
1 (’O’
1 00
3 00
1 00

50
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dium’ as such? [Why those quotation points if 
you believe in mediumship?—En.] True, they 
have denounced palpable fraud.and false pretend­
ing mediums, but a Spiritualist denouncing a true, 

-hpright, honest medium, whom he knew to be 
such, dr even a dishonest one, except for dishon­
esty, would be a strange inconsistency.” - •

Most true, Mr. Tuttle, that would be not only 
inconsistent, but most dishonest, and that is just 
what islhe matter with yourself, Col. Bundy, and 
those who hypocritically claim to be Spiritualists; 
and who at the same time approved of the dishon­
est and untruthful course of the Journal, in pre­
tending it is a spiritual paper and honestly seek­
ing to advance the'cause of Spiritualism. We will 
now cite an illustration of Hudson Tuttle’s Spirit- 
alistic honesty. Here it is. He says:

" I at one time attended a seance of Basti in and 
Taylor; and 7 give it at a fair sample of vihat Spirit­
ualists muft endorse, or be callea ‘enemies to the

THE POWER BEHIND THE THRONE GREATER i 
THAN THE THRONE. i

We have long had reason-to believe that the edi- , 
torial attacks in the R.-P, Journal upon most of the i 
prominent mediums' of this country, as well as of i 
foreign countries, were instigated, if not- actually • 
made, by Hudson Tuttle. Mr. Tuttle is natur- ' 
ally a very cunning man) as are most men who 
seek to gain their ends by concealing their true 

- purposes; and his ciinning has, up to this time, 
served him well. By making ColoneMhmdy the 
scape-goat for his own moral crookedness, he has 
managed to escape the public condemnation which - 
he knew would be visited upon him should his 
real conduct become known.

From this time forward, however, there will he 
no chance for further concealment, for Mr. Tuttle 
has so fully identified himself with the editorial 
management of the Journal, that his true position 
towardthatpaper cannot be understood. In last 
week’s number of that paper is an article headed 
“ Premature Hostility,” from the pen of Mr. Tut­
tle, over his own signature. It occupies two col­
umns of the editorial page and is leaded as editorial 

. matter. The article is a lame and whining excuse 
for the past editorial treatment of mediums and of 
Spiritualists who have defended them against the 

, untruthful and vicious attacks of the Journal. If 
Mr. Tuttle was not the responsible conductor of 
those attacks, there would be no propriety what­
ever for him to become'the champion of Bundy- 
ism (or Tuttleism, as the case may be,) and, over 
his own signature, occupy the editorial columns 
of the Journal with a defence of Its past course.

The article of Mr. Tuttle purports to be an an­
swer to an editorial in the Banner of Light for 
December 4th. Mr. Tuttle says:

“ The Banner of Light contains an editorial un­
der the above title, (‘ Premature Hostility’j, re­
ferring to a communication from a spirit, which it 
fully endorses, and thus makes the sentiment its 
own. The writer singularly misunderstands and. 
erroneously states the position of those who de­
sire to free Spiritualism from fraud and rascality. 
In the beginning he says: '

‘“The materializing phase, she [the spirit of 
Aehasa Sprague] tells us, is more opposed and.de-

. nonnced by Spiritualists themselves than any one 
that has come .to earth.’ ’

“If the Banner of Light, or any one else, can 
bring froward a single instance where a Spirit­
ualist has ever denounced a true ‘ materialization,’ 
knowing it to be genuine,.or ever spoken disre- 
speetfnlly of materialization, we will grant this to 

. be a true statement; but they cannot do so."
. We know not what reply the Banner of Light 

will make to that denial of Mr. Tuttle; but we 
need go no further than the last -paragraph cited 
above for the annihilation of Mr. Tuttle's denial.. 
Mr. Tuttle calls himself a Spiritualist and claims 
(most uijjustly, we believe,) that hi is a shining 
specimen of that fraternity. He could not even 
mention the word materialization withoufmanifest- 
ing his disgust'at the term, by raising the ques­
tion of its being a true designation of a phase of 
spirit manifestations by putting it in' quotation 
marks; If that is not treating materialization dis- 
respectfiilly if Mr. Tuttle knows it to be a truth, 
we do not understand the meaning of the plainest 
writing. If Mr. Tuttle does not know spirit ma­
terialization to be a M» why does he not honestly 
and openly deny it to be a fact, and'show that he

flays: ' Why imperfectly examined, Mr.Tuttle? Were
“ In the same strain the editorial constinues: you not there, and did you not assent to that im- 
“‘Are we unwilling to beliqve our loved ones Lp^rf^e^njinutjouy You do not pretend to have, 

can manifest so tangibly through matter, that r. . . .. .there can be no mistake? It seems to the spirit “ked for a mor® careful exam™tion,• nor do you 
as if it were so, fo^ many a believer in Spiritual- pretend that you protested against that, imperfect 
ism, puts forth unceasing efforts to throw obstacles examination. If you were sincerely opposed to 
in the way of spirits wishing to manifest.in the mediums sitting for materializations, or other 
materializing phase, which it is almost dangerous .... t x- ■ , ’ ..
for a spirit to overcome.’ . spiritual manifestations, except under test condi-

“Again I ask, Where is the Spiritualist who is tons, were you honest when you sat there tacitly 
unwilling to believe ‘ Our loved ones can manifest conniving at what you believed to be a fraudulent

T^L^'V t^1.at tll®r® can ^eno exhibition in the name of Spiritualism? Or did 
mistake? That is the vital point at issue. That „„,,.. rn , 
is just what every Spiritualist and everybody, else y°u aBow.that imperfect search of the clothing of 
desires above all things to believe, and which the Mf- Bastian to pass, in order that you might be 
folly of those who would make mediumship the enabled to discredit the manifestations that might 
citadel of fraud, render it impossible for them to occur? qn either case you were not an honest 
secure. If they seek to become satisfied about (he . ... : , . , £ o >
‘manifestations’ [Why those quotation marks, Mr. j and frank nian, nor a sincere friend to Spintual- 
Tuttle, if you believe in spirit manifestations?— imn. Why does Mr. Tuttle spegk.of. those.in at- 
Ed.] theyare at once met with the crybf ‘perse-1 tendance thus? “About thirty eager persons were 
cution, poor tortured mediumfi,’ and that their jn attendance.” Why were these persons eager? 
course will be the death of Spiritualism. As-the 1 J ’ 6
editor states, using the words of the ‘spirit,’ [Why 
those quotation marks,if Mr.Tuttledoes not ques­
tion the spirit communication which his accusing 
conscience .compels him to unmask his hypocrisy 
by answering?—Ed.] ‘there is no surer way of 
shutting out the sunshine of spiritual truth, than 
by denouncing and traducing the mediums, when 
they should be encouraged and given proper 
support.’ "

“Again We call for the name of a single Spirit­
ualist who ever ‘denounced’ or ‘traduced’ a ‘me-

In what way did tliey manifest their eagerness? 
Was Mr. Tuttle as “eager” as the rest? If so 
eager, for what? Certainly Mr. Tuttle’s fellow- 
•attendants were not as eager, to falsify and misre­
present what occurred as he was, for none of them 
ever publicly sought to mislead the public as to 
what there occurred, except Mr. Tuttle. He has 
had that disgraceful conduct all to himself.

pression is enough to show that tho authOOf 
most, if notalj,,tjie edittorial articles attacking 
mediums and besmirching Spiritualism, which 
have been published in the R.-P. Journal, is Hud­
son Tuttle and not Col. Bundy, its ostensible edir 
tor.: The characterization of spiritual seances as 
“Punch and Judy shows” has been the habitual 
practice of the writer of those hostile editorials, 
and as Mr. Tuttle has used that term over liis 
own name, in the editorial columns of that paper, - 
there can no longer be a reasonable question 
that he, and not Col. B., is the acting, if not the ■ 
responsible, editor of the Bundyite organ. An­
other point is worthy of notice. Mr. Tuttle.pays: 
“Not a single manifestation occurring that could , 
not have been the work of. Bastian." If that is 
thd fact, why did not Mr. Tuttle show how Mr. 
Bastian-eould have simylated 11 the manifestations.. .  
occurring” ? This he was bound to do, if he in­
tended to act in good .faith with his readers. His 
simply saying so amounted to nothing, iu view of . 
the fact that he admits he sat like a dummy, re­
ceiving what was given as genuine spirit manifes­
tations. Mr. Tuttle would have consulted his 
own reputation had he continued the dummy he 
confesses he was. But that thirty persons should 
have sat as dummies witnessing what Mr. Tuttle 
designated as “ transparent humbug,” no person 
but a knave would assert and none but a' fool be­
lieve. Th'e “ transparent humbug,” in this matter, 
is altogether with Hudson Tuttle, who attempts, 
by such manifest falsehoods,' to shield the R.-P. 

•Journal, the columns of which he has perverted 
in his efforts to disgrace and injure Spiritualism, 
and to save that dishonestly conducted publica­
tion from the impending ruin he has done so 
much to bring upon it. .

But to show Mr. Tuttle's capacity for unblush­
ing falsehood, we quote him as follows:
..“ Spiritualists at length did insist on such safe­
guard, and these seances were abruptly aband­
oned, except to a few of the ‘ faithful.’ ”

But to show how incapable a dishonest mind, 
such as is that manifested by Mr. Tuttle in this 
affair, is of believing anything honest in spiritual 
seahcisrwe will re-cite the following labored 
effort to^create distrust of the mediums:

" Mr Taylor sat at one side by a shaded lamp.' 
Tins lamp at first was turned up and burned 
brightly. A-screen was after a time set over it, 
and then the ‘spirit’ [Why this insinuation that it 
was not a spirit?] ordered it turned lower and 
lower until by insensible degrees the object be- 
game dim and unrecognizable—what little light 
there' was being, thrown on the audience, and 
away from the cabinet, inducing the impression7 
that there was much more light than there was. 
* , * * To attract attention and drown other 
noises seemingly,a musical instrument was wound 
up, and when the audience was not singing, or 
that clanging, Mr. Taylor’s Tongue was busy de­
scribing spirits in a vague, indefinite manner.”.

I Who that has attended seances for spirit ma­
terialization is so stupid as not to see the malig- 
pant groundlessnes of that string of insinuations 
as to the dishonesty of Messrs. Bastian and Taylor. 
If Mr. Tuttle has had any experience whatever in 
observing the phenomena known as spirit materi- 
alizations,he is a wilful falsifier; if he has had no 
such experience, lie is a great fool to undertake 
to discredit that about which he knows little or 
nothing. We strongly incline to believe that Mr. 
Tuttle is as great a knave and fool as he would 
have the public believe the mediums were, on 
that occasion. ( .

After those preliminary prqceedings, Mr. Tuttle 
says: “The spirits began to appear. Several

' This we know to have been a positive falsehood, 
Mr. Bastian having contrived to give his seances 
without any interruption from the impudent at­
tempt at the interference to which Mr; Tuttle 
refers. Why should Mr. Tuttle publish this posi­
tive falsehood, if he is not beside himself with 
chagrin and mortification at the ruin he has 
evoked. . ’ .

Not satisfied with misrepresenting mediums 
and Spiritualists, and charging the former with - 
dishonesty and the hitter with idiotic folly, Mr. 
Tuttle' extends his nityrepresentations to the 
working spirits. He says: .

“The ‘spirits’ [Does he intend to deny'that 
there are spirits that he thus puts that word in 
quotation points?] are claimed, ip this Banner edi­
torial, to know better what is for the best than we, 
and perhaps they do; but, mundanely speaking, 
if‘materializations’ [Again quotation marks] Can- - 
not occur without the conditions of fraud; if they’. 
cannot b? given without ever-present ground for . 
suspicions and the‘spirits’refuse all safeguards, 
when such conflicts with no spiritual condition, 
they are every way damaging to the cause.” .

Why those hypocritical its, which none but a 
dishonest knave would entertain. 1 lere Mr. Tut­
tle unintentionally confesses his malignant hatred 
of all proof that will enable the spirit friends of 
humanity to manifest, beyond all question, the 
truths they come to impart. He alleges as plainly 
as he dares to do, that materializations cannot 
occur without the conditions of fraud. Amore, 
presumptions falsehood no professed friend, nor 
malignant enemy, of Spiritualism could trttep. 
Those materializations are occurring ..daily all 
over Jins country without “the conditions qf' 
fraud,” and by Mr. Tuttle’s own .showing did 
occur at the seance he has described. Is that.man 
a Spiritualist? We know he is not. Hudson 
Tuttle kftows, if ho knows anything about the 
matter,-that ■ Spiritualists, of all other persons,----  
would be the last to tolerate at spiritual seances ' 
^ ever-present ground for suspicions.” Tlje alle­
gation is an insult to every sincere and sensible 
friend of Spiritualism. It is a positive falsehood 
that the spirits -refuse all safeguards, “ when such 
conflicts with no spiritual conditions." The spir­
its do all they can to manifest themselves in the ' 
most positive-manner and have succeeded to au 
extent that should be astonishing to any one ac­
quainted, from observation, with the difficulties

cause? Mr. Bastian’s clothing was imperfectly 
examined, and he entered the cabinet. About 
thirty eager persons were in attendance, and were 
seated ip rows in front. Mr. Taylor sat. at one 
side by a shaded lamp. This lamp at first was 
turned up and burned brightly. A screen was 
after a time set over it, and then the ‘spirit’ or­
dered it turned lower and lower until by insen­
sible degrees, objects became dim and unreebgni- 
zable—what little light there was, being thrown 
on the audiences, and away from the cabinet, in­
ducing the impression that there was much more 
light than there was. But the hands on a watch 
could not be seen, when held twelve inches from 
the eyes. To attract attention and drown other 
noises seemingly, a musical instrument was wound 
up, and when the audience was not singing or 
that clanging, Mr. Taylor’s tongue was busy de­
scribing spirits in a vague, indefinite manner. 
After this the spirits began to appear. Several 
came, and at last, a form purporting to be a lady, 
beckoned an old gentleman forward, saying she 
was his wife. He seated .himself near the cabinet 
dpor, and his ‘ wife’ came out and sat in his ]ap[ 
throwing out from her hand a ‘bridal veil’ over I 
their heads. The old gentleman came to his seat 
sobbing with- joy, that he had met his spirit wife,1 
and many in the circle, when the ‘veil’ was 
thrown out, cried ‘beautiful, splendid’! Yet when 
the cheap tarlatan caught and pulled away as 
tarlatan will,” (How does tarlatan pull away?—Ed.) 
“ the farde was too pitiable. There was not light 
enough for the old. man to distinguish a feature of 
the spirit’s face, and upon inquiry it was found he 
based his belief of her identity, wholly on the 
bare assertion of the spirit. And so this dreary 
Punch and Judy show went on for an hour, not 
a single manifestation occurring, that could not 
have been the work of Bastian; we sitting like 
dummies receiving what was given, and going 
-away utterly disgusted with transparent humbug. 
And this is what is called investigation—attending 
such a seance, and after allowing yourself to be 
bound band and foot by the conditions of the 
circle, accepting whatever appears at the door of 
the cabinet. Would Mr, Bastian be.tied with the 
smallest thread ? Would he allow a spider’s line 
to secure him? By no means. He was above 
being tested! The spirits made their own condi­
tions; yet they said they came to convince—and 
What ‘ condition ’ would be interfered with, should 
a thread tie Mr. Bastian fast, or by imposing some 
safeguard? Spiritualists at length did insist-on 
such safeguard, and these seances were abruptly

ctme, and at last a form purporting to be a lady, 
beckoned an old gentleman forward, saying she 
was his wife. He seated himself near the cabinet 
door, and his ‘ wife ’ came out and sat in his lap, 
throwing out from her hand a bridal veil over 
their heads,” etc. Hudson Tuttle, dare you deny 
that the form you have thus described was that 
of a woman; or dare yon openly assert what you 
meanly insinuate, that that form was Harry Bas­
tian seeking to deceive that “old gentleman”? 
If there is a spark of truth or honor in you, you 
dare to do neither. Wo care not whether that 
form was Or was not the spirit wife ol that old 
gentleman. All that is necessary to know, in 
order to shield the mediums against your ma­
liciously insinuated slanders is, that the form was 
not the medium nor a confederate, but what it pur­
ported to be, a materialized spirit. Mr.Tuttle did 
not dare even to insinuate that it was a confeder- 
atp, or he would have undoubtedly done • so. 
That the “ old gentleman” could not tell whether 
that speaking form upon his lap was Harry Bas­
tian or. a woman, is too preposterous for belief. 
But- supposing, as Mr. Tuttle pretends, that he 
knew it to be Mr. Bastian, and not a woman, 

। what ar.e we to think of his honesty and man­
hood, that he should have sat there quietly, and 
seen that "old gentleman” so wickedly de :cived as 
he insinuates he was, without so much as protesting 
against the alleged outrage? We will answer 
that question. Hudson Tuttle was not as dishon­
est and contemptible as Jie represents himself to 
have been. He knew that form was .not, and

abandoned, except to a few pf the ‘ faithful,’ and 
ever since those Spiritualists who made the re­
quest for experiment under conditions precluding, 
the assistance of the medium, have been declared । „ .,, .. . .,
enemies of the cause for which they made great ^d not he> ^r- Bastian, and that it was a spirit 
sacrifices, and hold dear as life.” ........ 7—. M>—fA" "" ""* ’..............•''•t''":",------‘

We ask any person who has ever attended the 
seances given by Messrs. Bastian and Taylor, whe­
ther any most bitterly prejudiced enemy of Spir­
itualism. could have more systematically misre-1 
presented the occurrences that took place at the 
seances given by those two prominent mediums. 
There are thousands of persons who know from 
personal observation the' falseness of that State- 
irient of Hudson Tuttle, the ostensible author of a 
work entitled “The Ethics of Spiritualism.” What 
the ethics are that Mr. Tuttle practices, is very ap-1 
parent from that published specimen’of his.un­
truthfulness and malignant defamation. ’ The first 
falsehoods contained in that. parigraph, is thatit 
describes "a. fair-sample of what-Spi ritualists'must 
endorse,dr be.called * enemies ;tb tfre ciuSe.’” 
Spiritualists are no,t required to " endorse’’ any­
thing. They should be required, however; to fell 
the truth .about mediums and Spiritualists, or be 
kicked outbf the ranks into the camp of the hon­
est.and Open ‘‘enemies of thecause,” We will 
show before we close (hat Hudson Tuttle has 
richly earned that disgrace. He tells us that "Mr

at a phenomenon he was forced to admit, despite 
his desire to have it otherwise. It is too late for 
Hudson Tuttle to seek to discredit that phenom­
enon, for could he succeed in doing so he would 
only disgrace himself more deeply than he has 
done by his untruthful and dishonest attempt to 
do so. . . -

We again quote Mr. Tuttle. He says:
“And so this dreary Punch and Judy show 

went on for an hour, not a single manifestation 
i occurring that could not have been the work of 
i Bastian; we sitting like dummies receiving what 
was given, and going away utterly disgusted with 
the transparent hunting/’
■ There are several things in that one sentence 

I that are worthy of especial notice, if the true po- 
1 sition of Hudson Tuttle towards Spiritualism is to 
be definitely settled. A seance by one of the most 
thoroughly tested and reliable materializing me­
diums, at which Mr. Tuttle says several spirits ap- 
•peared, and which was held under similar condi­
tions to those usually required to get spirit 
materializations, is characterized as a “Punch 

1 apd Judy show,” by Mr. Tuttle. That single ex-

they have to overcome. So far from being sur- • 
prised that they can do no more than they accom­
plish we are astonished and thankful that they . 
have been able to do so much. Mr. Tuttle will 
find his slanders against the spirit controls of ine- 
diums will be duly appreciated by them and they 
will see that he gets jiwt what he deserves from 
them. He is already getting it faster than suibi 
him or this untruthful whine of his, would not 
have been wrung from his seared conscience.

But in order to leave no chance for Mr. Tuttle 
to escape from the ditch into which he has stum­
bled, we demand, in tho interest of truth, thgt he 
will name the proof that has convinced Kindas 
he claims, of the truth of Spiritualism, and that 
he point to the sources from which that proof 
was derived. If he cannot or. will not do this, it 
is perfectly useless for him longer to pretend - 
to be a friend of; Spiritualism. This work of 
the wholesale defamation of mediums, cop­
trolling spirits, and Spiritualists must stop. 
Colonel Bundy, it is well known, has never 
been the friend of Spiritualism, ard together 
with his wife -was openly opposed to it up 
to the time when the instigated assassination; 
of S. S. Jones gave them control of the Journal. ’ 
They are the same now as then. No well posted
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'friend of the cause expected anything different,' 
/from- Colonel Bundy, than his continued hos- 

■ utility. Not so with Hudson Tuttle. . The 
.latter, by. a course of hypocrisy without a 

. parallel, managed, to lead many shrewd 
. Spiritualists to regard him as a sincere friend of 

.Spiritualism. Placing himself behind Col. Bundy 
- . so, as to conceal his treachery, for nearly four

• ' years, he has carried on his covert hostility to it. 
We confess our astonishment that he should, at 
this time, so openly have shown his hand in thedis- 
honest game he has been playing, as he has done 
in this editorial article over his own name. Mr.

■ ■'Tuttle must have felt the situation in which he, as 
the principal destroyer of the Journal, was placed 
most desperate. He knew that Col. Bundy’s influ-

L enee wits.at.zero, owing, to-his abuse of the privi- 
ieges granted him by that unfortunate editor, and 

• thinking that the weight of his name would serve 
to avert the collapse that is at hand, Mr. Tuttle 
ventured to throw it into the ascending scale of 
the balance. Whatever weight that name once ’ 

- had, has vanished, and it amounts to less than a 
feather, to avert the fate of the ruined Journal.

And now in closing we will say, what we defy 
any one to successfully gainsay; that even if there 
was all the fraud, and folly, and dishonesty, and 
immorality, and worthlessness which Hudson 

■ Tuttle and Col. Bundy have laborec} so diligently, 
through the columns of the Journal to fasten on 

' Spiritualism, it would not exceed that which has. 
' characterized the mutual conduct of these two 

bold bad men. A brighter day will dawn for 
, Spiritualism whenever these foes of truth s.uc- 

remb to the inevitable consequences of their 
abominable actions. That time is very near or 

.... the signs of the times for once fail .to indicate 
coming events. The approaching funeral is likely 

■ to prove a double one. Both members of the firm . 
of Bundy and Tuttle will soon lie under the sod. 
of oblivion, and no one will be left to continue 
their past business. Bowen, Nichols and Tice of 
Brooklyn, may aspire to the succession, but they 

4ire small potatoes compared to the old firm.

’ WHAT NEXT?
Before Spiritualism' became known to the

world, Andrew Jackson Davis, an uneducated and 
uninformed lad, who had been found to be a mes­
meric subject,, and who, while in a mesmerized 
ntate, was influenced to utfqr strange and tinac- 
countable things, attracted great attention from 
inquiring minds by the novelty of the phenome­
non he presented. Among those whose attention 
was especially attracted to him, was William Fish­
bough, at that time a Universalist clergyman, who 

• became the aihanuensis for writing out the utter­
ances given through Mr. Davis while in the uich- 
mcrized state. It appears from a recent letter 
J'rorn' Mr. Fishbough to the editor of the P.-P.

. .journct/. that after having been led to accept un- 
(nestibningly the inculcations through Mr. Davis, 
for a considerable time, and publishing them to 
'.he world as true, he became distrustful of their 
correctness and finally was compelled to diverge 
widely from the influences controlling Mr. Davis, 
in their views and teachings.

Referring to the reason for writing the letter 
mentioned. Mr. Fishbough says:.
“To the Editor of the E.-P. Journal:

" I have read ami pondered j our kind letter 
contained in the H.-P. Journal of Dee. 18,1880,and 
with permission of the editor, I will endeavor to 

. return a suitable response. The special matter 
that vou bring to my attention, is the statement of 
Mr. ftavis, which you truly pronounce erroneous 
and unhistorical, concerning the proceedings of 
the Council of Nice, and its alleged rabble of Tero- 
cjous bishops,’ in fixing' upon the books which 
should hereafter be received by the Christian 
church as composing the Bible. You inform me 

. that for this and other historical errors in ‘ Na­
ture’s Divine Revelations' with their injurious 
consequences, I am held ‘largely responsible’ by 
many persons 'in this and other lands.”’

We think Mr. Fishbough, in confining, liis-an- 
wwer to the mere supposed incorrectness of the 
allegations through^Ir. Davis regarding the pro­

.. ceedings of the Council of Nice, has wasted a good 
deal of unnecessary powder that could have been 
used to much better purpose, in meeting'his re­
sponsibility for having published the erroneous 
inculcations in Nature’s Divine-Revelations on 
other than historical points. The errors on scien­
tific, cosmological and ethical subjects are far 

.... more numerous and glaring than are. its historical 
errors. As, however, Mr. Fishbough has thought 
that the supposed error concerning the.Council of 
Nice was the most .serious, we propose to show 
that it is the mostTrivial iff its nature, even if an 
error at all, which is very questionable. Mr. 
Fishbough says: <’ ... - . ' ; -

"On opening Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History, 
with Murdock’s learned and apparently exhaust­
ive notes, at Century IV,, part IL, Chapter V.,and 
onward, I soon found evidence clear as history 
could make it (confirmed by other records subse­
quently examined),. that the sole purpose of, tfle 
convocation of the Council of Nice, was to try 
Arius. a presbyter of Alexandria, for alleged he­
retical opinions concerning Jesus Christ, and that 
its whole proceedings centered on that object and 
drawing up the Nicene Creed to define the faith 
of the church on that question. * * * ,

“ Thus was I brought to confront the demon- 
btrative proof that Davis’s positive and. repeated 
statemente concerning the acts of this council 
was absolutely-erroneous. What could I .do? 
The poor sleeping boy had doubtless then never 
even sso miich as heard of a Council of Njce while 
in his normal state, and I could not accuse him 
personally, of a gross and wicked fabrication. 
Whence then proceeded the story ? [Hear, hear.] 
My Ballou-ite, no-hell-ism forbade me to,suppose 
that it came from the spirit world where I amag- 
ined that all was holiness and happiness, and

where could not be arty falsifying or otherwise 
wicked, spirits. I felt that there was a deep mys­
tery hanging over this affair, which I could not? 
then presume to solve; but I could not suppress 
ini,my mind a secret and imperceptibly growing 
suspicion that all other statements of my beloved 
clairvoyant that were not in some way. verifiable, 
might possibly yet have to be placed in the same 
category with this aggravating error which iny 
unfortunate pen had been made the instrument 
of inflicting upon the reading public to which I 
had so sincerely desired to show nothing but the 
truth. . . ' .

“All this together with other things which J 
will not now mention [Why hot?] proved a suffi­
cient cause for the initiament of that train of 
‘sober second thought’ and investigation which 
finally led to an almost entire change in my orig-^ 
inal estimate of Mr. Davis’s interior qualifications, 
and the value of his works. I will not here stop 
to sketch the steps of my gradual divergence from 
Davis.”

Now we think, that if Mr. Fishbough had no 
greater cause for “ divergence from Davis ” than 
the one he has assigned, he had better done 

-one of two'things; either adhered to the correct­
ness of the work- he had so large a hand in pub­
lishing, or have assigned in full his knowledge of 
the erroneousness of that publication. We were 
never before aware that Mr. Fishbough had so 
widely diverged from his original view in relation 
to thq reality of the so-called inspired utterances 
of that " sleeping boy.” Not only was it the duty 
of Mr. Fishbough to have done one or the other 
of - those two things, but he should have frankly 
stated what was the result of.those "sober second
thoughts and investigations ” as to the reasons 
for the numerous errors wh’iclfhe had published 
as truth. Mr. Fishbough'plainly intimates that 
his conclusion was, that those emmeous utter-, 
ances were the work of “falsifying or otherwise 
wickedspirits, a conclusion that was undoubtedly 
correct'. We know that the “sleeping'boy” had 
nothing to do with producing those erroneous ut< 
terances. Mr. Fishbough promises to make amends 
for his neglect, saying: “ I feel that I shall give 
hereafter a sketch of this journey of divergence, 
with its causes, which were not, as Mr.-Davis un­
justly supposes, a recurrence of my overpowering 
hereditary or educational prejudices.” We sin­
cerely trust that Mr. Fishbough will not delay the 
discharge of this very important duty, as many 
very sincere and earnest persons regard "Nature’s 
Divine' Revelations” to be 418 immaculate as holy 
writ. - , ' ’ ;

.But as Mr. Fishbongh’s greatest humiliation 
arises, from the supposed.erroneous, avernlents.of 
Nature’s Divine Revelations', in relation to the 
Council of Nice, and tjio narrow-minded ecclesi- 
asticill bigots and “ ferocious bishops," who were 
there assembled; we are led to ask Mr. Fishbough 
how it was possible for that Council to try Arius 
for heresy, and establish a Christian creed, with­

Divine Revelations,” which refers to the Nitene 
Council, etc. As his spirit is absorbed just now in 
the investigation of another subject, I will take 
the liberty to respond to your inquiries. In the 
first place allow me to premise, that those ac­
quainted with the spiritual experience of Mr. 
Davis are well aware that his own perceptions of his­
torical facts and philosophical principles are to him 
sufficient authority,” (The italicising by Mr. Fish­
bough.

Whether Mr. Davis was, or was not, from the 
first of his mediumistic development under the 
influence of obsessing influences while he was 
“ that sleeping boy,” we can only conjecture from 
the vagaries that were given to the world, through 
him, for truth. But this seems very certain, as 
early as 1855, he was so badly obsessed by them, 
as to be vain and foolish enough to suppose that 
his perception of historical facts, and philosophi­
cal principles was sufficient, in his estimation, to 
.rightfully hike the place of actual historical facts
and true philosophical principles. A grander de­
lusion was never practiced by obsessing spirits 
upon an unsuspecting victim. Too long have 
those "rollicking Diakka,” made a fool of Mr. 
Davis, who, if he could have been saved from 
their baneful influence, would have been a most 
admirable and usefol medium. What a pity it 
Was that Mr. Fishbough instead of diverging 
from, and abandoning his “beloved clairvoyant,” 
had not frankly shown him the delusion he was 
laboring under, and used his influence’to dispel 
that delusion'. ■

■ One thing seems clear, and that is, that Mr. 
Fishboqgh could not have assailed the untruthful

_ spirits who have been using Mr. Davis, at a stronger 
ppi nt than in regard to their references to the doings 
of the Council’of Jjfice( We thiilk the question as 
to'the reliability of the so-called inspired writings 
of A. J. Davis, has been raised none to soon, and 
We-hope it will not be allowed to pass from public, 
notice until it is thoroughly ventilated and cor­
rectly determined. ' ■ > •■

SPIRIT OBSESSION AND CHRISTIANITY.
It is not generally known, even by Christians, 

that at the earliest period of the organization of 
their Christian church the prevalent fact of 
spirit' obsession was recognized and provided 
against by the theorratical founders of the Chris- 
tion religion. Mosheim, who is admitted to be. 
most reliable authority on Christian eeclesiaslic- 
isni in designating the various‘orders of chnrbh 
officers, in giving the history’of The Christian 
•church in the Third Century says; (Century III., 
Part'll.): , • '

“Tho institution of exorcists was a consequence 
of the doctrine of the New I’latonists, which, the 
Christians adopted,.and which taught that the evil 
genii, or spirits, were continually hovering over hu­
man bodies towards which they were carried by a’n«- 
tural and vehement desire; and that vicious men were 
tot so much impelled to sin by an innate depravity, or 
ig the s'ediwtion of Example, us by the internal sugges­
tions of some evil diemous.” ■

out first settlingjho canonical authority iipoj.L. 
which such fundamental ecclesiastical aetiomwas 
based. It was no't necessary for the Nicene Coun­
cil to enact a canon specifying, the authority on 
which they based its action. To have done so 
would hyve been to m’k nowledge that prior to' that 
time there was no canonical authority on which 
to condemn Arius, who knowing tho unjtrnthfol- 
nesHmf the doctrine of the divine natuhabf Jesus 

of Nazareth, denied his divinity, and with the 
great bulk of the Eastern Christian ecclesiastics 
antagonized the. utterly fallacious'dogma of a 
triune godhead! . To condemn Arius it was indis­
pensably necessary to establish what was canoni­
cal authority; and as tho Council of Nice was the 
first general Christian.Council ever held, it was . 
especially incumbent upon that body to'define 
what was canonical authority and what was not. 
This they did by their arraignment and condem­
nation of Arius, they no doubt, citing tho books 
which now compose the Now Testament, as their 
justification for that high handed proceeding 
against one of thoir most learned, most enterpri­
sing, and most fearless fellow ecclesiastics. . Espe­
cially was their action in adopting what is known 
astheNiceno Creed, dependonflfn the establish- 
.ment of a canonical, basis, which basis could have 
been none other than the present canonical gos­
pel. No ono has protended that that canonical 
basis existed prior to the Council of Nice, nor has 
any one claimed that, tho canonical authority of 
the books of the New Testament was established 
at any later jieriod. We conclude, therefore, that 
the canonical authority of tho present Christian 
Scriptures, was settled by the action, if not by tho 
express declaration of the Council of Nico. Euse­
bius and Athanasius who were two of tho most 
learned and influential members of that Council, 
subsequently, in writing the history of tho church, 
based their information on the action of that mos 
celebrated Council,'prior to which time there were 
no authoritative canons of the Christian church; 
each bishop'accepting qr rejecting what to him 
seemed best, within his jurisdiction.. We, there­
fore, are led to believe that the spirit influences 
that undoubtedly controlled that, -“ sleeping boy ’’ 
came much nearer to tellihg the truth in. relation 
to the Council of Nice, than Mr. Fishbough has 
any idea of, though theologian as he claims to be?

We will only notice, in this connection, the 
manifest delusion under which Mr. Davis seems 
to Have labored in relation to the nature of his 
part in the work of producing those voluminous 
and incoherent writings, In his letter to the. 
Journal, Mn Fishbough cites a letter of Mrs. Mary 
F. Davis, published in the Spiritual Telegraph, of 
November 10th, 1855, as follows: .

“ A'.: W. Benson—Respected Friend :—.
“ In the Telegraph of November 3rd, Vou 'called 

on Mr. Davis to substantiate that part of “Nature's

fountain head. That source is spirit obsession, 
and not the " total depravity” of the human race. 
Teach spirits to properly use and not abuse the 
great privilege of spirit return to mortals, and 
soon a change will come over human affairs that 
will render an ideal millenium of no pratical 
value.

Why did the Christians of the third century 
adopt the Neo-Platonic teachings of Ammonius 
Saccas, Plotinus, Porphyry and other great spirit­
ualistic teachers of the second and third centuries; 
who taught, not only that “ the evil genii or spirits 
were continually hovering over human bodies, 
towards which they were carried by a natural 
and vehement desire, and that men were not so 
much compelled to sin by an innate depravity,-or - 
by the seduction of example, as by, the internal 
suggestions of some evil dmmons,” (familiar spirits 
as they are otherwise called); but who also taught 
the loving watchfulness and guidance of good ’ 
genii or spirits who were equally attracted to human 
bodies by a similar natural and vehement desire? ' 
They adopted the Neo-Platonists’ doctrine of 
spirit return and spirit control of mortals because 
then, as now, an overwhelming array of facts, con’ ' 
Btantly occurring left no room to deny its truth.

We venture to say that the order of Exoraists in 
the primitive Christian Church tlid more to bene­
fit their fellow-men than the order of priests, who 
at best were a useless appendage to the spiritual 
work which was at that time fairly and grandly 
begun. Good spirits will not be moved to come 
to mortals by any delegated praying and invok­
ing. They are ever waiting and ready to fly to ; 
the help of those who, within themselves, intelli­
gently and strongly desire their presence. It 
would be a natural anomally,indeed, if evil spirits 
could monopolize the great privilege of returning 
to earth and^inlluencing the actions of men.. It ■ 
is not so, and hence this was folly recognized by 
tho early Christian priesthood. What has become 
of that ecclesiastical order of exorcists established 
in tho third century? They are more needed now 
than ever before. Why thou has that most use­
ful of all ecclesiastical orders been consigned to ' 
oblivion by the Christian theocracy? Will some' 
Christimwinswer? Wo await their reply."'Per­
haps Doctors Buchanan, Peebles, or Crowell, or 
the Rev. Samuel Watson, or Mr.-Kiddle, who are 
so anxious to revive primitive Christianity in tho 
name of.Modern Spiritualism, will explain this ' 
Christian departure from Ancient Spiritualism, 
and thus -help their priestly forerunners put of 
tho dilemma in which the learned Mosheim has • 
placed thorn. •

. In a foot note, by Archibald Maclaine, D. D., he 
says: ' '

“The exorcists were apnointed to drive out evil 
spirits from the bodies ol persons obsessed; they 
uul been long known in the church, but were not 

erected into an ecclesiastical order until tho latter 
end of the third century.” - '

It thus appears that the fact of the obsession or 
vosseHsion of the bodies of mortals by "evil genii 

or spirits” was wellunderstood at the very outset 
of the Christian religion, by the Christian priest- 
hqod, and that it was so prevalent an occurrence 
as to make it necessary to erect an ecclesiastical 
Order to relieve those who wore unfortunate 
enough to become tlie victims of those spirit vam­
pires. What were the qualifications required of 
candidates for admission to the order of exorcists 
we are not told, but it is natural to believe jhat 
they were those who were experienced in observ­
ing the phenomena that are of so-frequent occur­
rence among mediumistic persons of4he present 
day. The Roman Catholic doctrine or dogma of 
tho Communion of .Saints was founded on an 
equally clear knowledge by the priesthood of the 
fact of spirit communion, as now-demonstrated to 
bo a truth by Modern Spiritualism. This then 
being tho case, may it not bo very properly asked, 
why these facts have been, for many hundred 
years, ignored or concealed, by those whoso high­
est duty it was to make known those important, 
truths? The only answer that can be given to 
that question is, that the Christian priesthooi 
could not afl’ord to let thopeople know tho truth 
in relation to man’s spiritual nature and destiny. 
What a misfortune it was to humanity, that the 
Neo-I’latonist Spiritualists of thefirst-six centuries 
of tho so-called Christian era had not prevailed 
over tlie anti-Spiritualistic Christians. From the 
time of the suppression and extinction of the 
former movement, the Christian priesthood have 
persistently clamored for moral reform and socia 
progress, as if these grand objects wore possible, 
until the obsessing power of evilly disposed or un­
developed spirits was put an end to, by. the educa­
tion of embodied and disembodied spirits as to 
the baneful effects of this most potent cause ol 
evil and wrong. What is the use of preaching 
temperance, purity of life, unselfishness, benevo­
lence, right, justice and truth while, at the same 
time, you leave those you would benefit in the 
darkest ignorance of the grand cause of the evils 
that beset them.

The time has surely come for a new departure 
in the work of human reformation; when, instead 
of seeking to arrest the all destroying and resist-' 
less flood of evil, as it sweeps on its destructive 
way, those to whom the suffering masses look for 
'relief should meet the diftiulty at its source or

THE RELIGION. OF SPIRITUALISM; ITS PHENOM­
ENA AND PHILOSOPHY, BY SAMUEL WATSON. . 
Our "Christian Spiritualist” brethren will de­

rive much aid and comfort from a perusal of this 
able effort of Brother Watson to substantiate the 
doctrine of the Christian Bible basis of all spirit­
ual and Spiritualistic truth. Wo read upon page 
13 of tho "biographical sketch” by Hudson Tuttle, . 
with which tho book opens; after an account of 
tho formation of tho first circle in which our au­
thor took part in the year 1855:—a circle composed 
of twelve persons; live physicians "standing at. 
the head of their profession," three “ ministers," 
and several influential laymen; the head of tho 
Episcopal church in Tennessee being tho leader, 
and tho medium being an honest, pious young 
lady, a member of tlie Baptist church; “We 
have not space to record the varied and astonish­
ing manifestations, physical and psychic, that 
transpired at this circle, which was always opened 
with prayer. Jn only one instance did they receive 
any communication contrary to Orthodox doctrines. 
This remarkable-one was, that spirits had an op­
portunity for repentance in foture. The commu­
nications received by this circle, when the cir­
cumstances under which they were glvdn ate 
considered, are the most remarkable on record. • 
Wo must remember that tho members wore 
strictly ortjiodox and conservative, and had the 
whole truth boon bluntly told by the communica­
ting spirit they would have at once discardedit.” 
Aqd wo will add in parenthesis, that It Will be 
well for us to boar this fact in mind so Ilir as the 
first part of tho last quoted sentence goes, in 
weighing tho probabilities in regard to tho relia­
bility of the many compiunications given in the . 
after pages of tho book; but we can hardly en­
dorse Mr. Tuttle's conclusions that “had the whole 
truth been bluntly told they would have at Once 
discarded It.” At that stage of the investigation of 
spiritual phenomonaptho first and only fact to be 
proven to the minds of investigators was-^-are 
these communications really from disembodied 
spirits? a fact as much at variance with all their 
preconceived ideas as any new doctrine that they . 
could have heard—and tint one filet being estab­
lished in their minds, men of enquiring and re­
ceptive intelligence, would have been open to 
conviction of the truth of any statement that earn­
est and truthful spirits had chosen to make; and 
wo cannot approve the milk for babes policy 
of dealing with full grown and developed think­
ing men. Further we must beg leave to submit to 
the test of our own reason, the reliability Of com­
munications coming from a spirit Who persistently 
refused to give his name, but always signed the 
suspicious one of “ Mystery." “Altho’ this spirit” 
we read, “ did not write one word conflicting with 
their preconceived ideas, except in the one in­
stance mentioned, he taught them the essential 

■ principles of Spiritualism, as distinctly as ever was 
pronounced to a circle of liberals." Now if We 
understand anything at all of the essential princi-
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pies of Spiritualism, this reads very much like 
“thft play of Hamlet with Hamlet left out,” or 
more appropriately perhaps like teaching Prot­
estantism by the celebration of the mass. How- 

jever, our business is more with the editor, than 
his biographer. We will, therefore, proceed to 
quote a few • passages of Bro. Watson’s very 
entertaining and strongly supported exposition, 
as viewed from his standpoint, which it would 
seem he has been through half a lifetime striving 
to getaway from, but to which he has been tied 
by early and deep-rooted prejudices which he will 
most probably never be strong enough to break. 
And as before stated, with no disposition to pre­
judge his premises ; that the great bulk of the 
communications upon which he bases his conclu- 

^ionsfcbme from spirits from his oWh class of 
convictions in this life, and who have passed over 
with those convictions strong upon them; as well 
as that many of them have come through me­
diums of similar convictions and in our author’s 
own family. Upon page 31 of the chapter on the 
“ Harmony of Religion,” we read: “ We are liv­
ing in one of those cycles which we think is draw­
ing to a close and a new and brighter day is dawn­
ing upon us, sucl| as has never been witnessed in 
the world’s history and era; when the principles, 
preceptsand practice of the religion of Jesus will 
be recognized by those who are governed by 
moral principles; and the inalienable rights of 
freedom without dictation or authority, claiming 
to be of divine origin, will be universally acknow­
ledged by mankind." Now,weagree with Brd.Wat- 
son, that a brighter day is dawning for mankind, 
when moral principle and the inalienable rights 
of freedom without dictate of authority claiming 
to be of divine origin, will be universally acknow­
ledged ; but why call this the religion of Jesus, 
which does and always has claimed the authority 
of divine origin? We fear our would-be spirit­
ualistic brethren (and our author among them, 
notwithstcnding his long services in. the preach­
ing of the word) are not as well read up in “the 
Gospels ” as they might be, or they would realize 
their position, not exactly “between the two 
horns of a dilemma,” but very much perplexed 
among the several horns of a formidable creature 
of the same’family. According.to St.John, c. vi.,v. 
29,“ Jesus answered and said,‘this is the work of God, 
'that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” V. 33, 
“The bread of God is he which cometh down from 

^heaven and giveth life unto the world.” V. 35, “I 
am the bread of life; he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst.” V. 28, “ For I came down from 
Heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of 

. him that'sent me ”—v. 40. “And this the will of,, 
him that sent me;, that every .one which seeth 
the Son and believeth in him may have everlasting 
life, and I will raise him up at the last day ”—v.' 
.47, “Verily I say unto you he that believeth on 
me hath everlasting life ”—v.48. “I am that bread 
of life”—v. 51. “I am the living bread which 
came down from heaven; if every man eat of this 
bread he shall live forever, and the bread which 
I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the 
life of the world ’’—v. 53. “Verily I say unto you, 
except ye eat the flesh of the son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in you ”—v. 54. 
“ Who so eateth my flesh.and drinketh my blood 
hath eternal life,” etc—v. 57. “As the living 
Father hath, sent me and I live by the Father, so 
he that eateth me, even shall he live by me.” (By 
the way of parenthesis we presume that our mis­
sionaries who carry the Gospel to the Cannibals 
find it safe to skip this chapter.) .

Now, although this argument may be trite, as 
one frequently in the mouths of materialists and 
other “ infidels ”—it is none the less sound for its 
much use, and how Brother Watson, et id omne 
genus, can get away from it, is past our compre­
hension. How they can swallow Jesus whole and 
reject his body and blood peace meal, as a fiction 
or figure of speech is one of the mysteries of their 
faith, into which we have not' .been initiated. 
Either this Jesus was of divine birtli and the mi­
raculous Son of God or He was a “Son of Man ” 
in the ordinary way of nature. If the first, our 
author and his fellow-doctrinaries are all at sea in 
rejecting his most positive teaching of a belief on 
him and the eating of his. body and drinking of 
his blood as absolutely necessary, to salvation; or 
if the latter, he must have been an impostor of 
the worst kind, unless we adopt the more charita­
ble view, that he was so perfect a “ medium” as to 
have been in a chronic state of control or posses­
sion.by untruthful spirits. To get from between 
the horns of this dilemma, it seems to us about 
the most rational ground to take, and one that, as 
our readers know we have labored and we think 
not in vain, to prove the soundness of, that the 
whole story is a myth. But, let us hear our au­
thor again (pages 32, 33 and 34).: '

“ Spiritualism, as I have understood it, does not 
propose to set upa new religion,but to hold sacred 
those fundamental principles which have been 
shadowed forth in past ages, by the religions of 
the nations. It affords a medium through which 
the religious life beams forth transfigured. It 
proves eternal progression and renders “Hades” 
a passage to higher spheres by a gradual progres­
sion; for a sudden transformation as has been gen­
erally believed.” True, Bro. Watson, but where 
do you find any confirmation of this in the teach­
ings of Jesus, or anywhere in the testaments, old 
or new ?

“This principle of God’s government in His 
works of nature in the animal and vegetable king­

pose of the work and the arguments of its author, 
we can only add that it. will well repay a perusal, 
no matter what the reader’s opinions may be,.but. 
it will afford more especial gratification to those 
weak-kneed, brethren who are. afraid to trust 
themselves upon the open highway of Spiritualism 
without the Christian crutch (should we have said 
cross} to lean upon. -

EDITORIAL BRIEFS.
We will publish next week a corrected list of 

the contributors to the Mediums’ Home fund.
Mrs. James A. Bliss holds public materializing 

seances at her residence No. 1620 South Thirteenth 
street, every Sunday, Tuesday and Friday even­
ings. Admission 50 cents. Private seances will 
be held by special arrangement.

It appears that the “Regulars” in Houston, 
Texas, have “ got after ” R. D. Goodwin, M. D., 
who has at present located there. He says, in a 
recent letter, that he considers himself a match 
for them, and shall stand his ground As a pro­
gressive physician. .

Mbs. Jennie Holmes having returned from Cin­
cinnati, 0., to Vineland, N. J., requests us to an­
nounce that Mr. Holmes and herself are ready to 
consider and accept calls to give their seances 
wherever desired. Address J. Nelson Holmes, 
Vineland, N. J.

Read our advertisement on the seventh page, 
where we offer Joseph Johns’ Works of Art at the 
low rate of fifty cents each picture. You cannot 
find a more appropriate gift for ..a .friend than 
these beautiful pictures and a copy of Mind and 
Matter for one year.

At the residence of Mr. Joseph Dolph, Haun­
town, Clinton County, Iowa, there appears the 
■apparition of a child six years olds The spirit 
makes its appearance in a beautiful light, and, 
standing still a few moments," fades from sight. It 
has appeared to all of the members of Mr. Dolph’s 
family, both in the day-and night. It generally 
appears about once iii every four days.

Mind and Matter, Bro. Roberts’ paper, entered 
upon the third volume of its useful career No­
vember 27th, and we hope it will arrive to 
still greater circulation and success in future 
volumes. Though we cannot always ’ entirely 
agree with Bro. Roberts, we have ever fully ap­
preciated his honesty, sincerity and fearlessness 
in advocating what he believes to be for the best 
interests of Spiritualism.—Voice of Angels.

G. G. W. Van Horn, the magnetic healer, who 
was indicted for healing the sick by laying on of 
hands, in Independence, Kan., was tried on the 
23d ult., and found, not guilty by a jury of his fel­
low-countrymen. The battle was a severe one, 
but no doubt Mr. Van Horn’s services will be 
more in demand than ever in the future. He 
has been obliged to'pass through a number of 
severe trials, but has always come out victorious.

Mus. James A. Buss, the well known material­
izing medium, of this city, requests us to say that 
she would like to open a correspondence with 
parties on the railroad line between Philadelphia 
and Kansas City, Mo., with a view of holding 
seances in large cities along ..the route, some time 
during the coming spring. Address her as follows: 
Mrs. James A. Bliss, 1620 South Thirteenth street, 
Philadelphia, Pa.

Materializing medium wanted for a camp­
meeting next summer. Mr. N. N. Whitaker, of 
Fredonia, Chautauqua County, N. Y., in a recent 
letter says: “ We want a good materializing me­
dium at our camp-meeting to beheld next August. 
We will furnish a room for them to' hold seances 
in, and the medium can have all that is taken in 
the seances and bear their own expenses. If these 
terms would not be satisfactory, we would like to 
know what they would be willing to come for. 
We want a medium through whom our spirit 
friends can come and converse with us." We 
would refer our brother to mediums, and" we 
think there will be very little difficulty in getting 
a good materializing.medium, for new mediums 
are being rapidly developed everywhere. A spir­
ituaL camp-meeting at the present day without 
materializing mediums is a slim affair, and much 
like the play of Hamlet with Hamlet left “out. '

A new medium in the field. We would call the 
attention of our readers to the advertisement of 
Mrs. Tillie R„Beecher, under the head of Phila- 

. delphia Mediums on sixth page. Mrs. Beecher 
has bden a constant attendant at Mr. Bliss’s de­
veloping circle for the last three months, and has 
developed very rapidly and is,now fully prepared 
to enter the ranks as a public medium. She is 
now sitting for the materialization of spirit forms 
and has already obtained indistinct appearances. 
It gives us great pleasure to welcome these new 
workers to the field, and we hope they will be 
aided and assisted in their labors by true and 
noble spirits. The developing circles of Mr. Bliss 
are still- increasing in interest. Last Monday 
evening, from 8 to half-past 10 o’clock, there was 
a continuous line of tests given, mental and phy­
sical, that astonished all present. Lights of all 
hues were seen distinctly by all in the circle; the 
musical instruments were carried about the room 
and a spirit hand touched the members of the 
circle; while the cheerful voice of Blue Flower 
could be heard coming in remote parts of the 
room, far away from where her medium (Mrs. 
Bliss) was sitting. The circles will be continued 
every Monday evening until further notice, at the 
residence of Mr. Bliss, 1620 South 13th street.

doms, as well as in man—the noblest work of 
creation, is obvious to ^fleeting ihinds.” Then, 
why not acknowledge our advancement thus far 
and not desire to hamper our/reatjess advancing 
feet by the clogs of old dogmas'and'obsblete theo­
ries. ' ’ '

“Christianity as properly understood,” (who is 
to decide that?) as taught by its founder, has no 
voice to raise against it, for it is the basis upon 
which its whole superstructure is built, etc., etc." 
The so-called founder of Christianity says, “I am 
the resurrection and the life,and whoso believeth 
on.me shall live,” etc. What does this mean if 
not that those who believe not, shall not live? 
“Whilst theologians have been waging warfare 
against each other about dogmas and ceremonies, 
(of what else "do theblogies’consist?) the great 
eternal truths of immortality have still been 
prominent in some form or another among the 
nations of antiquity. Namesare often substituted 
tor things, and fanaticism has taken place of rea­
son. What the world-needs now is a living, pal­
pable, healing faith, which will- lead to active 
works for humanity.” If we understand the 
meaning, of the word faith, we have something 
better than even “a living palpable healing faith,” 
in the facts of spirit communion, that are daily 
pouring in upon us, and which ought, if thdy do 
not, to lead usjtp active works for humanity. “We 
want—the churches need and the world demands 
a faith that gives indubitable testimony (faith 
.gives no testimony) that behind the veil thereis 
life, and death is a name for the change that 
must of necessity pass upon all, to enter that real 
life, which is beyond the present sublunary state 
of existence. We want assurance that the life we 
lead here will regulate the life on the other side.” 
Yes, but how can we possibly reconcile this want 
with anything that any phase of “Christianity”’ 
gives us? True: “Such assurance Jesus gives 
by declaring that what we,sow here wee reap 
there,” but he also declares that faith in him and 
his divine origin and mission, is absolutely neces­
sary to secure eternal life. And we cannot admit 
that our experience of “Spiritualism teaches 
this, and that too without ignoring Christian 
truths as taught by its founder;” some of the 
teachings, at least of its “founder.” Page 37. 
“The translation recently of the Hindoo Vedas, 
into the English language, the oldest Bible­
now extant, has revealed, the fact that the 
heathen, as we call them, have long been iiy pos­
session of “holy books” possessing essentially the 
same character and teaching essentially the same 
doctrines as the Christian Bible.” Why not finish 
the sentence—founded upon the same myths? 
Page 38, “ Thus it will be seen that Spiritualism 
rears its superstructure on no less a foundation— 
the spiritual history of the human face. It rev­
erently reads the sacred books of all ages and 
races, and sends-friendly greeting to all of them.. 
But it distinctly and emphatically maintains that,- 
while scattered rays of revelation have fallen on 
waiting eyes in Zoroaster, Confucious, Buddha, 
and others, ancient and modern, have flitted 
through this twilight, the summits of revelation 
have alone been attained in Jesus of Nazareth. 
The full orbed sun gathering all the scattered 
rays into one celestial light, springs forth from 
Him who is the brightness of his Father’s glory. 
To the test of this light we wish to bring all facts, 
all theories, all systems, of all men and all spirits. 
We are not to believe every spirit, but to try them, 
whether they be of God, judging from their teach­
ing.” Here we have the whole doctrine of this 
“new religion" of “Christian Spiritualism,” as 
well as a ’ key to the spirit in which all of 
our author’s investigations seem to have been 
undertaken, not to accept facts or test, them 
as facts, by the light of his own reason but 
by the “light” (heaven save the mark) of the 
dogmatic teachings of ancient re'eords of the su­
perstitions of past ages. He tells us we are not 
te believe every spirit—in which we cordially 
agree with him—but to try them, whether they be 
of God,”—and I suppose we find them-to be not of 
God, what shall we do with them then; dismiss 
them with a “get thee behind' me Satan,” or 
“avaunt ye fiends,” or shall we.try to elevate them 
and help them to advance out of their low estate? 
a hopeless effort it would seem, when they have 
not in this life eaten of the body and drunk of the 
blood. • ’ ,
' On page 39, our author says: “ Our one object 
and aim shall be to present the pure teachings'’ 
which we have received from our spirit friends 
through’more than a quarter of a'century of 
prayerful, careful investigation, of the subject. 

. While our early training in the Methodist Church 
and thirty-six years of active service in her intin- 
erant ministry, may, to some extent, influence the 
views that may be given, yet. we think w,e have 
developed far enough—

"To seize tlie truth wherever found, .
On Christian or on heathen ground.”

But we fear the reverend author has hardly given 
his visitors a fair show in this, as his “ early train­
ing in the Methodist Cliurch” has undoubtedly 
led. him to take warmly by the hand and'press to 
his brotherly bosom those from the Christian 
ground, while th? ’‘heathen” intelligenceshave 
been “ seized,” like a skunk, tenderly by the tail 
and soon dropped in disgust or terror. ' __

” Space will not permit us to notice in exlento the 
array of very interesting communications and 
quotations from authorities on both sides of the 
veil, which we would be glad in all fairness to do, 
but, as we find nothing throughout the book to 
change our own convictions, as to the main pur­

Vick’s ^ldral Guide.—Of the many guides and. ’ 
seed and plant catalogues sent out by our seedfr- 
men.and'nurserym$n,and that are doing so much- 
to .inform the people, and beautify and enrich our 
country, none are so beautiful, none so instructive 
as “Vick’s Tloral Guide.” Its paper is the 
choicest, its illustrations handsome, and given by 
the hqndred, while its colored plate is a gem. 
This work, although costing but 10c., is handsome 
enough for a gift book, or a place on the parlor 
table. Published by James Vick, Rochester, N.Y.

The Mystery Explained.—The reason why we 
can furnish Joseph John’s beautiful and expensive 
parlor engravings with Mind and Matter,-as per 
terms oh seventh page, is.easily explained. Ihe 

-pictures areof real merit in design ayd rendering, 
and many thousand copies have been sold at* 
prices ranging from $2 to $3 per copy. The fol­
lowing facts'solve the problem: -We save you 
about the following customary commissions and 
expenses: 75c. to the retail, and 25c. to the whole­
sale dealers, 50c. for expense of advertising and 
commercial travellers; total saved, ?1.50 on each 
$2 work. We take them directly from the print- 
ing-fooms, advertise them extensively, and make 
no charge therefor, relieve the manufacturer from 
these usual heavy expenses of sale; hence we buy 
at low prices, do the work of advertiser, commer­
cial traveller, jobber and retail dealer, free of 
charge to manufacturers-, mail them free, ex­
pecting to be repaid by a increase of subscrib­
ers, and receive the thanks of thousands of our 
readers for assisting them to beautify their homes 
with such fine gems of art, at so little or no ex­
pense. We only furnish the picture at special 
discount to our subscribers. Those who desire to 
possess these choice works should order at once, 
as the opportunity for obtaining them upon such 
favorable terms may soon pass away. The de­
struction of the plates by fire—a not remote pos- ■ 
sibilty—would make it impossible to obtain tlie 
pictures at any price, for it would not pay tlie 
publishers to have them re-engraved on steel, tw 
the expense would,be very great. ■ .

The violent storm last Sunday seriously inter­
fered with the proceeds of Mrs. Bliss’ materializ­
ing seance, but the half dozen of earnest investi­
gators who assembled that evening were well paid 
for their trouble. The seance was enlivened by 
the presence of Mrs. Dr. Abbie E. Cutter, from 
Springfield, Mass., who was on her way South on 
a lecturing tour. Mrs. Dr. Cutter is a scientific 
investigator and an Outspoken' Spiritualist and. 
medium. She attracts the spirit chemists in tt- 
seance and some of their experiments in her pres­
ence, were very remarkable. A spirit, by the. 
raps, called lier to the cabinet, whom she fully 
recognized as Dr. Warren, formerly of Boston, 
while she stood within ten inches of the spirit; 
he entirely disappeared into what appeared to be 
a mist of light, and then gradually re-materialized 
so that every feature of his face was perfectly dis­
tinct. Another manifestation that occurred while 
Mrs. Dr. Cutter stood at the cabinet was that of a 
hand and arm that was presented at the aperture, 
the arm would be shown fully rounded out and 
distinct, and without moving, would gradually 
shrink up until it was no thicker than an ordinary 
sized cane, then it would increase until it assumed 
its original size. Again, it was presented without 
a hand, and the hand and fingers would be devel­
oped from the stump very slowly, until it became 
perfect in size and shape. At this -seance Col. El­
mer E. Elsworth presented himself, and was fully- 
recognized by a lady friend from Vineland, N. J., 
who had been an intimate acquaintance'while he 
fras in the form. Space will not permit us to give 
the full description of the manifestations that oc­
curred at this seance, but suffice to say that all 
the above and other manifestations took place in 
a good light. Mrs. Bliss intends to visit Kansas 
City, Mo„ where she will hold a few materializing 
seances. She will also hold seances on the line of 
the railroad and would like to open a correspond­
ence with responsible parties/ She has already 
made partial engagements to hold seances in Bal­
timore, Washington, Pittsburg, and other cities. 
Address her at No. 1620 South Thirteenth street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. •

- PHILADELPHIA MEDIUMS. ' '

JAMEN A. BUNS, Trance, TcstlMedium, will, iinlii 
further notice, give private sittings for Healing, Developing 
and Communications, every Tuesday and Friday afternoons 
from 1 to 6 o'clock, at Room 9, 713 Sansom Street. Short 
consultation free. Treatments and sittings 81.00, Develop­
ing Circle every Monday evening ut8 o'clock at his residence 
No. 16'20 South Thirteenth Street. Admission.25 cents.

MRN.‘ JAMES A. BUSH, Mnteriallzlrig medium, will 
until further notice, hold a Select Materializing Seance every 
Sunday, Tuesday and Friday evenings at 8 o'clock, at her 
residence, No. 1620 South Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
Pa. Private Seances by special arrangement. Take Thir­
teenth street car, green light, to Baltimore depot, exchange 
for one horse car to 1620 South Thirteenth St.

Mrs. Tillie R. Beecher,- Trance Test Medium, No. 
2317 Madison Square. Sittings daily; Communications 
given both in German and English. -

Mrs. E. N. Powell, Business and Test Medium, Sit­
tings daily from 9 a. m. tn y p. m., at No. 258 North Nin'tli 
Street. Test Circle every Wednesday evening at 1620 South 
Thirteenth Street. Admission 15 cents .

Mrs. Hoblock, German Trance and Test Medium. 
Circles every Wednesday and Sunday evenings. Sittings- 
daily, 1311 North Front Street.

Dr, Roxllana T, Rex,-Healing and Test Medium, 
446 York Avenue, Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Diseases of women a speciality. Consultation free. Consu 1 - 
tation by letter, enclose three 3-cl stamps. Developing circle 
Tuesday evenings. 4 .

Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Ambrosia, Slate Writing, Clair­
voyant, Trance and Test Mediums, 1223 North Third, Street. 
Circle every Sunday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings, 
also every Tuesday at 2.30 p, m. Consultations daily from 
8 a. m. to 6 p. m.

Mrs, A. E. DeHaas, Clairvoyant examination, and 
magnetic treatment. Office hours from 9 a.m. to Um., and 
11'?' ^'J231 North Fifteenth st.. Phila. „

Alfred James, Trance, clairvoyant and letter medium. 
Test cities Tuesday and Friday evenings. Sittings daily, 
No. 2 Rear of 1229 Vine street,

Mrs. Katie B. Robinson, the well-known Trance­
test medium, will give sittings daily to investigators, at 2123 
Brandywine street.

Mrs. Carrie Crowley, Trance Test Medium, will give 
select sittings dally from 9 A. M. to5 P. M., at No. 821 Kite­
worth Street.
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SPIRITUAL MBDIUM&

WOULD TOU KNOW TOURSELF
' l CONSULT WITH " ,

A. B. SEVERANCE.
. . THE WELL-KNOWN

PSYCHOMETRI8T AND CLAIRVOYANT.
■ 'V .

Come in’ person, or send by letter a lock of your hair, oY 
hand-writing, or a photograph; he will give you a correct 
delineation of character, giving instructions, for self-improvc- 
meut, by telling what faculties to cultivate and what to re­
strain, giving your present physical, mental and'spiritual 
condition, giving past and future events, telling what kind 
•of a medium you can develop into, if any. What business 
-or profession you are best calculated for, to be successful in 
fife. Advice and counsel in business matters, also, advice in 
reference to marriage; the adaptation of one to the other, 
and whether y<Ju are in a proper condition for marriage; 
hints and advice to those that are in unhappy married rela- 
•lions, how to make their path of life smoother. Further, 
will give an examination of diseases, and correct diagosis, 
with a written prescription and instructions for home treat­
ment, which, if the patients follow, will improve their health 
and condition every time, if it does not etfect a cure. .

DELINEATIONS.
KB ALSO TREATS DISEASES MAGNETICALLY AND OTHERWISE 

Terms :—Brief Delineation, $1.00. Full and Complete De­
lineation, $2.00. Diagnosis of Disease, $1.00. Diagnosis and' 
Prescription, $3.00. Full and Complete Delineation with Di- 

‘ .-agnosis and Prescription, $5.00. Address A. B., Severance, 
. 19 Grand Avenue, Milwaukee, Wie. .

■ T. V. II^JUSrS^IELID,' ~
’ Tew Medium, answers sealed letters at 61 West Fobty- 
•fiEtxiND Street, New York. Terms, $3.00 and four 3-cent 
•stamps. Register your letters.

JAMES A. BLISS, "
LETTER MEDIUM.

'Communications by letter for persons at a distance. Terms 
!$! 00 and three 3-et stamps. Oflice, 713 Sansom St,, Phila. Pa.

KEELER & ACKERLY,
'Physical. MuHicnl and Materializing; Medinins,

■ 8 Davis Street, Boston, Mass.
' Will make engagements for seances at most reasonable 

rates. _ • L .

MRS. A. S. WINCHESTER,
■Trance Medium. Tetters answered and examined. De­
veloping circles held. Bliss' Magnetized paper and Plnn- 

■ chettes always on hand. 620 Mason Street, (P. O. Box 1997) 
San.Francisco, Cal. .

POWER is given John M. Spear to delineate character, 
to describe and prescribe for disease of body and mind. Per­
sons desiring such aid may send handwriting, stating age 
and sex, enclosing stamped and addressed envelope, with 
one dollar. 2210 Mount Vernon St., Philadelphia, Pa. [tf.

HEALING MEDIUMS.

DR. ROXILAXA T. REX’S

’ UTERINE. PA8TILE8 AND COMPOUND TONIC,
. For Diseases of Women.

■Consultation free, by letter three 3-ct stamps. Pantiles $1.00 
per box, by mail postage prepaid. Compound Tonic sent,to 
-any address by express $1.25, charges prepaid. Send stamp 

. for pamphlet to 416 York Ave, Philadelphia, Pa. v3-27.

MRS. M. K. BOOZER,
Medium for Medical Diagnosis and Psychometry, 415 Lyon 

■utriet. Grand Rapids, Michigan. Mrs. Boozer cures all forms1 
•of Chronic diseases. Diagnosis made by lock of hair or 
■patient's hand-writing. Diagnosis, Sitting .or Psychomctri- 
lation, $2. Examination and prescription,.with medicine, $3. 
'Tlie cure of thchabitof nsingtobaccoaspecially—theappetite 
■often changed by one treatment. Terms, $5 per treatment.

.............. DR. DUMONT C. DAKE,
’ Magnetic Physician. Office and residence, 147 Clinton St., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Fifteen years experience in the exclusive 
and successful treatment of Chronic Diseases.

MRS. LIZZIE LENZBERG,
Successful Healing Medium. Relieves in most cases. 

•Communications wliilc entranced. Will visit patients. 
References given. Hours 9 to 5, or later by appointment, 
310 West 30th street, between Sth and 9th Avenues.

MRS. A. M. GEORGE,
Business Clairvoyant and Test Medium, Rooms Nos, 14 and 
15 Shively's Block, 114 Massachusetts Ave., Indianapolis, Ind.

J.Wm.VBnNnmee.M.D.. Clairvoyant and Mag- 
ne.Ue Physicinn. Madison. Connecticut. Examinations 
■made from lock of hair $1.00. Psyeomctrical roading 
of nliaracter $2M Magnetized remedies sent forall diseases. 
Wil) answer calls to lecture before Spiritual Societies, Liberal 
longues. Temperance Societies, and nttend'Convehtions and 
Funerals within reasonable distance from home on moder­
ate terms , .

, SPECIAL NOTIONS. .

BOOKS. BOOKS.
A complete catalogue and price list of all the Spiritual and 

Liberal Books and Pamphlets published in the United States 
s ill be ready by January 20th, Send your nameand address

• on a postal card to JAMES A( BLISS, 713 Sansom Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa„ and receive one free of cost.

POWER has been given me over undeveloped spirits 
and caseif of obsession. Persons desiring aid of this sort will 
please send me their handwriting, state case and sex, and. 
enclose 51.00 and two 3-cent stamps. Address MRS. Mr R. 
STANLEY, Post Office Box 668, Haverhill, Mass. . tf

JOHN WETHERBEE has a safe and profitable prop- 
-osition of a syndicate character to make to those having, 
some floating money to invest. Will explain on application' 
ny letter or otherwise. No. 18 Old State House, Boston. -

This Offer Will be Withdrawn February 1st, 
M.S. 33. ,

BLISS’ .
■-Collection of Spiritual Hymns, especially .deigned for
Camp nk4Ceetingrs, ■

Circles, Seances,. .
■• and Home TTse,

•Contains 27 of the most popular spiritual hymns, that are 
familiar to all, will be sent FREE to every purchaser of a 
sheet of Bittickfoot’s Magnetized.Paper. (See Special Notice 
from •'Bliss’ Chief's” band oh another page.)

Societies, Circles and Seances will ba supplied with these 
Hymn Books at the rate of $1.50 per hundred. Send two 3- 
•cent stamps for sample.. “ ’

Address, JAME8 A. BLISS.
713 Sansom St., Philada., Pa.

SOMETHING NEW AND RELIABLE.-By send­
ing me one dollar I will answer twenty questions, by inde- 
fxmdent slate-writing, on love, courtship, marriage, or busi- 

■ news of any kind or nature. Ask your questions plain, and I 
will guarantee the answers to be reliable. Send lock of hair, 
stating age and sex. DR. A. B. DOBSON, Maquoketa, Iowa.

THE FAMILY HAND BOOK ; ~
Or, Recipe* nnd Facta for the Million.

(Illustrated.) A perfect mine of information. WorlhtlOa 
year te anyone. Just the bbok for you. Sent free during^ 
the next thirty days, afterwards 10 cts. a copy. ’

Address, J. H. MOSELEY,
. 141 S. Eighth SL, Brooklyn, N. Y,

All MEDIUMS, HEALERS,’ahd PHYSICIANS, should 
kirn the great Vitapathic system of Health and Life and 
Power, and get the Diploma of the AMERICAN HEALTH 

• COLLEGE. Legal in all States and Countries. Send stamp 
tor book of particulars, to Prof. J. B. Campbell, M. D. 
V. D., 266 Longworth St., Cincinnati. Ohio.

TRANSITIONi or SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY
BY T. R. EVANS.

By sending me a Lock of Hair.or Photograph of yourself. I 
will send the results of three Photographic sittings. Enclose 
onb dollar and three 3 cent postage stamps. Address,

T. R. EVANS, 74 Fourth Avenue, Louisville, Ky.
Reference—J. M. Roberts, Editor ‘‘Mind and Matter.”

nnranmBi! .
JOSEPH JOHN’S WORKS OF ART 

"with “zmz^id ^^te uijlttee..”

, :oh.. -

The continued demand for the works of Joseph John, has induced us to make our readers the 
following offer. We will send to any address in the .United States and Canada,

“Mind and Matter,” three months, and choice of One Picture,.....................................  81.00
“ “ . Six “ ’ ” “ ” “ .................................... •............... 1,50
“ “ one year, “ '• ■ “ •• ............ ;....................................... 2.50

“ “ l’ “ “ ’ “ ” two ” ' ........................   3.00
. And 50 cents additional for each of the following pictures ordered. •

iO: ■ * . ■

B@“Postage on both Paper and Pictures will be prepaid by us, and the latter safely enclosed in 
paste-board rollers. ' ’ ;

. -----------------«Q»-------------- — *

The Dawning Light.
This beautiful and impressive picture representing the ' '

BIRTH PLACE OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM.
in Hydesville, N-. Y., was carefully and correctly drawn and'painted by onr eminent American artist medium,’’Joseph 
Jolin. Angelic messengers descending through rifted clouds, bathed in floods of celestial light, are most successfully 
linked and blended with this noted house and ite surroundings, of road, yard, the well and tte oaken bucket, shade trees, 
orchard, the blacksmith shop with itg^blazing forge, and the Hyde mansion resting against the hill In the distan.ee. 
Twlligh't pervades the foreground in mystic grades, typical of spiritual conditions in the eventful days of 1848. A light 
for the wandering pilgrim shines from the windows of that room where spiritual telegraphy began to electrify the world • 
with ite ‘‘glad tidings of great foyj’ Luminous floods of morning liglit stream up from the cloud-mounted horizon', 
illuminating the floating clouds in gorgeous tints, and then falling over the angel band and the dark clouds beyond.

• :o;---- — ^

. The Orphans’Rescue,
Engraved on Steel by.J. A. J. Wilcox, from Joseph John’s Great Paintings,

’ This picture represents, in most beautiful and fascinating Allegory, a brother and sister as little orphan vdyagers on 
the “River of Life,” their boat in “angry waters,” nearing the brink of a fearful cataract shadowed by frowning rocks, 
while the spirit father and mother hover near witli outstretched arms to guide their boat through the dangerous waters 
to a place of safety.- In coi«;eption and execution, this picture is a rare gem of art, and worthy ofthe distinguished Artist 
medium through whom it wnsgiven. Size of sheet, 22x28 inches. Engraved surface, about 15x20 inches,

-------*;o;------ - ,
The following itiHgiiiiiceiit work of art In a companion piece to the “Orphan's Rescue.”

• AN ART POEM IN ALLEGORY.

Life’s Morning and Evening. ■
Engraved on Steel in Line and Stipple by J. A. J. Wilcox. A river, symbolizing the life of man, winds through a 

landscape of hill and plain, bearing1 on ite current a time-worn bark, containing William Cullen Bryant. An Angel accom­
panies the bout, one hand rests on tlie helm, while with the other she pointe towards tlie open son—mi emblem of eternity 
—and admonishes “Life’s Morning,” to live good and pure lives, so, “That when tlieir barks shall float at eventide,” they 
may be like “Life’s Evening," fitted for tho “crown of immortal worth," and depart peacefully, "Like one who wraps 
tlie drapery of ills couch about liim and lies down to pleasant dreams.” A hand of angels are scattering flowers, typical 
of God’s inspired teachings, Ono holds in Ids hand a crown of light. A little flower-wreathed seraph drops roses and ’ 
buds, which in tlieir descent, assume the form of letters and words, that whispers to tlie youthful Pilgrims on tlie shore, 
“Be Kind.” Near the water's edge, mingling with the sunlit grass, in flower letters we read. "God is Love." Just be­
yond site a humble waif, her face radiant with innocence and love, ns she lifts the first letter of “ Charity ”—“ Faith ” and

Hope ” being already garnered iu tiio basket.by her side. Over the rising ground we read, " Lives of Great Men," and 
Longfellow’s poem, " A Psalm of Life." lifts the veil, and we read beyond the limits of tlie picture; " all remind us wo 
can make our lives sublime.” Further on to tho left, “So live,” admonishes us that wo should thoughtfully consider the 
closing lines of Bryant’s Thanatopsis. "Thy will be done" has fallen upon tho bow of tho boat, and is tlie voyager’s ' 
bright uttering of faith. Trailing in the water from tho side of tlie boat, is tlie song of tiio heavenly messengers. “Wo’ll 
gently waft him o’er." Tiio boy, playing witli his toy boat, nhd.liis sister standing near, view witli astonishment, tho 
passing scenes. Tills is a masterly work, restful intone, hallowed in sentiment. Size of sheet, 22x28 in. Published at $3

- ■ ■''..• ——:o—------ , '

“Nearer, My God, to Thee.”
. Engraved on Steel by the Bank Note Engraver, J. R. Rice, This picture represents a woman holding inspired pages, 
her hands clipped, and eyes turned heavenward. It is a niglit scene. Tlie moon shining through tho partially curtained 
window, does not produce tho flood of light which falls over the woman's face. This light is typical of that light which 
flows from above anddispels the clouds from tho soul in ite moments of devotion. Size of Sheet, 22x28 inches. Pub- 
lisliedat$2.5O. Reducod to $2.00.

1 1 —•—:o:------- - ' ...

Homeward; or, the Curfew.
"Tlie curfew tolls the knell of parting day. Tlie ploughman homeward plods his.wearv wav, '

The lowing herd winds slowly o’er the led; . And leaves the world to darkness mid to me?’
" Now fades tho glimmering landscape on the sight."

An Illustration of the First Ljta^r in Grey's Elegy* , 
-----------101--------- -

The Following is a companion piece io “Homeward; or, the Curfew." 

Farm Yard at Sunset.
’ The scene is in harvest limo on the bunks of a river. Tlie farm house, trees, water, hill, sky, mid clouds form tho 

back-ground. In the foregrohnd are the most harmonious groupings, in which are beautiful and interesting b.endings 
of a happy family with tlie animal kingdom. A man is unloading hay in tlie barn. Horses released from harness are 
being cared for by tlie proprietor. Grandpa holds a baby boy, who fondly caresses "Old White” tlie favorite horse, that 
is drinking at the trough. Tlie milk maid stands by her best cow. Among tho feathered tribe, a little girl fa in slight 
warfare with a mother hen, but carefully watched by the faithful dog. Oxen driven by a lad are approaching with a 
load of hay. A youngster on the fodder shed is preventing his ent from preying upon the doves. Cattle, sheep, lambs, 
colt, ducks, geese, doves, mid other birds, are artistically grouped and scattered throughout the picture. Tiio mellow 
light of the setting sun richly illuminates this eloquent *rArt Poem," ofthrifty and contented Amerloi>n farm life. Com­
petent judges consider tt by fur tho best Fuftn yiird illiislrutioii over produced. Tlie publication of this work will gratify 
thousands who have desired an appropriate companion piece to "Homeward." Stein copied in Black and Two Tints, in 
a high grade of Hint Art. Tlie very artistic tinting Ims produced the most perfect mid pleasing miiiset efleets. Size of 
sheet 22x28 inches. Published nt the low price of $2.00. - ' '

‘ ------- -:o:------- . . - • '
B@"In ordering be purtieulnr to state which of the pictures you desire, sending-your mime, 

with County, Town and State, Address, _. ' ' <

"MIND MD MATTER "
. 713 Sansom. Street, I’iiilad.elpliia, Fenna.

SPIRITUAL PUBLICATIONS.

Banner of Light.
THE OLDEST JOUBNAL IN THE WORLD DEVOTED TO THE 

SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY. ISSUED WEEKLY.

At No. 9 Montgomery Place, Boston, Mass.

COLBY & RICH, Publishers and Proprietors.

Isaao B. Rich, - - Business Manager.
■ Luther Colby, - • Editob. ,
John W. Day, • • • Assistant Editob.

Aided by a large corpe of able writere. .

THE BANNER is a flrst-olass, eight-page Family News­
paper, containing fobty columns of interesting and in- 
btbuotive beading, embracing, 
A LITERARY DEPARTMENT.
REPORT OF SPIRITUAL LECTURES. .
ORIGINAL ESSAYS—Upon Spiritual, Philosophical and 
Scientific Subjects. -
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
SPIRIT-MESSAGE DEPARTMENT.
CONTRIBUTIONS by the most talented writers In the 
world, etc., etc.
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, IN ADVANCE.
Per Year, - - . . . . $3 oo
Six Months, - .. . . . . 150
Three Months, . .. . . . 75

Millers Psychometric Circular.
A monthly journal, devoted to the young science of Psy- 

chpmetry. Terms of subscription for six montlis (six num­
bers), 25 cte.; single copies flve cents. The amount can be 
remitted in postage or revenue stamps. Address,

• 0. R. MIHLER & CO.,
17 Willoughby St., Brooklyn, N. Y,

TRUTH, THE RISING SUN.
A New Spiritual Journal, edited and published by LUCY 

L. BROWNE, No. 224^ First St., Portland, Oregon,'
Subscription one year, $1,00; Six Months, 50 cents; Three 

Months, 25 cents; Single Copy, 10 cents.
USUAL DISCOUNTS TO AGENTS.

“LICHT FOR ALL,”
A Monthly Journal devoted to the interests of Modern Spir­
itmilfam. Terms, $1 per year; 10 copies, $9. Published by 
the ‘‘Light for AU” Ppblishjng Company, A. 8. Winchester, 
Manager, 414 Clay St. .'Address all communications to P. 0. 
Box 1,997. San Francisco, Cal. Being the only Spiritual pa­
per on the Pacific coast and.Ciroulating In Idaho, Montana 
Now Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, California, Oregon, Wash 
ingtoif, Nbvada and Britiah Columbia, it Is an admirable ad 
vertising medium, reaching tho moat intelligent portion 0 
tho population of this section of the United States. f

ANNOUNCEMENT

THE VOICE OF ANGELS, edited and managed by spirits, 
now in its third volume, enlarged to twelve pages, will be 
issued semi-monthly at the Fair View House, North Wey­
mouth, Masa. Price per year, in advance, $1.50; postage. 15 
cents; less time in proportion. Letters and matter for the 
paper (to receive attention) must be addressed (postpaid) to 
the undersigned. Specimen copies free.

_ D. C. DENSMORE, Pub. Kotos of Angele.

WESTERN LICHT.
A. Weekly paper published in St. Louis, by MILS. ANNIE T. 
ANDERSON, devoted to Universal Liberty and .Scientific 
Spirilualispi. •

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.

$2.50 per annum In advance. Single Copies 5 cents.
' Clubs of five or more per year $2.00 -

Direct nil lettew or communications to MRS. ANNIE T. 
ANDERSON, 717 Olive St., (room 6), St. Louis, Mo.

TIKE WOEE,
A MONTHLY JOURNAL OF REFORM

E.-H. Heywood, Editor.
Terms, 75 cente annually in advance; Boopies $3.801 10 

copies $6 00; 20copies $11.00 ; 50 copies $20.00; 100 copies 
$37.50. Single copies 7 cente. Subscribers who wish to 
continue, will please remit in time, for the paper is not sent 
except on payment lu advance. Address

THE WORD,
ASneeton, Mau.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

I
 . Outfl^furnfehed free, with full instructions for con- 

1 ducting the most profitable business that anyone 
enn engage in. The business fa so easy to learn, and 

H our instructions are so simple and plain, that any 
one can make great profits from the very start. No’ 
one can fail who fa williiif; to work. Women are as 

successful as men. Boys and girls «n earn large sums. 
Many have made at the business overVne-hundred dollars 
in a single week. Nothing like, it ever known before. All 
who engage are surprised at the ease and rapidity with 
which they are able to make money. You can engage in 
this business during your spare time at great profit. You 
do not have to invest capital in it. We take all the risk 
Those who'need ready money, should write to us at once. 
A fullrnished free. Address True & Co.. Augusta, Maine. 

.mi IB.
■ The great demand for the History 0* the true inwardness 
of the hostility to Spirit Materializations that have appeared 
in the columns of Mind and Matter, has induced us to bind 
up a targe number of back numbers, containing the serial in 
PAPER COVERS. Tliey will be sent to any address in 
the United States or Canada for 50 cents, postage free. If 
Spiritualists want to convince tlieir sceptical friends of the 
determined opposition to materialization of spirit forms, 
tliey should buy this serial to distribute free.

Circulate the Documents. *
Address

MIND AND MATTER, 
713 Sansom St., Philadelphia, Pennk.

. EXPERIENCES OF

SAMUEL BOWLES,
Late Editor of the “Springfield Massachusetts Republican" 

in Spirit Life, or Life ns lie now sees it. v

Written through the mediumship of . ’

MRS; CARRIE E. S. TWING,
Of Westfield, N. Y.

STAR PUBLISHING CO., 332 MAIN STREET, 
Springfield, Mass,

Ready December 1st. Price 20 cent*.
Subjects:—Mr. Bowles entrance to spirit-life; People re­

tain their tastes mid ambitions after death; Life’s Bills'of 
Sale; The effect of war and sudden death by accident on 
people entering spirit life; Heaven is work; The clothing 
of spirits; Spirits arc interested in our politioal elections; 
Churches, places of Amusements, Schools In spirit life; The ' 
false Religions of Earth; Tho law of Spirit control; Mr. 
Bowles Spirit Homes; Inventors, Artiste in Spirit Life; 
What Housefi are made of: The Spiritual Congress; Howto 
Help our Loved Ones Die; There should bo Mediums in 
every Family; How to make them.

This fa a pamphlet of thrilling interest mid full of practical 
ideas. Send in your orders early. Liberal discount to the 
trade. 4t.

Outfits sent free to those who wish to engage in the 
F most pleasant and profitable business known. Every- 

thingtmew.. Capital not required. Wo will ftirnish 
y you eve ything. $10 a day mid upwards te easily 
• made without staying away from home oyer night.

No risk whatever. Many now workers wanted at 
once. Jinny are making fortunes at the business. Ladies 
make ns much as men, mid young boys mid girls make great , 
pay.■ Noone who is willing to work fails to make more ’ 
money every day than can bo made in a week at any ordi­
nary employment. Those who engage at once will find » 
short road to fortiino, Address II. Hallett & Co., Port­
land, M.iiino. .

K i^iiil Uk,
This little instrument is designed especially to develop 

writing mediumship, also to bo a reliable means of oommu- 
nlcntion with tho spirit world. Tho advantage claimed over 
other Phuichottes now in tlie market, arc as follows; First, 
The pasto-bonrd top, instead of varnished or oiled wood. : 
Second', Each instrument is separately magnetised Ip the ' 
cabinet of tho noted Bliss mediums, of Philadelphia, and 
carries with it a developing influence from Mr. Bliss andhte 
spirit guides to the puroliaser. Price 50 oente each or $5,00 
per dozen. Address JAMES A, BLISS,

. 713 Sansom Street, Philadelphia, Pepna. '

DR. R. C. FLOWER,
• , THE

GREAT HEALER.
Master of the New Art of Healing I . ,

King of Consumption and Cancer. I

CANCERS of all kinds. 1
CONSUMPTION in all its stages. •

. . ASTHMA, BRONCHITIS,
- Throat and Catarrhal trouble:

HEART DIFFICULTIES, ' :
• both organic and functional, 

FEMALE DIFFICULTIES,
' . and disorders of all ages and standing. 

KIDNEY AND BLADDER DIFFICULTIES,..
Irrespective of causes, age or standing. 

SPERMATORRHEA, . ■
and all its attending DJs and difficulties. 

SCROFULA, with its multitude of terrors.
PILES, of all kinds, including Chronic Bloody Piles 
RHEUMATISM, PARALYSIS, ■

and all kinds of Sciatic trouble.
DRUNKENNESS, . , .

from any cause and of any length of standing.
Office rind Residence, 1015 RACE Nt. Consultatiou 

free. Clairvoyant Examination $2.00. Practice confined to 
the office mid Institute except in desperate oases, when vtalte ' 
will be made,- Office hours from 9 to 12 a.m. from 2 to 4 p.m.

Cases examined olairvovantly from locks of hair when' 
accompaiiipncd witli $5.00 and a statement of ace, sex, .. 
height, weiglit. complexion, temperature of skin ana feet.

TERMS FOR TREATMENT-Patienta living it home, 
and being treated through the mail, we charge from $13 to . 
$35 per month—the ordinary charges being $15 to $20 per 
month. This includes.all needed remedies, with frill direc­
tions as to hygienic treatment, diet, exercise, etc.

R.C. FLOWER. M.D., 
1013 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

"Vitapathlc Keallag' Institute,
508 First Street. Louisville, Kentucky.

For the cure of nil classes of disease. For information ad­
dress with three 3ct stamps WM. ROSE, M. D.

MRS. WM. ROSE,V.D.
tf 698 First St., Louisville, Kentucky._  .. _  ........ .. ... . .. . . . . .  ;:i_  

, MAGNETIC ano vital treatment.
Ben<J 25 cente to DR. ANDREW STONE, Troy, N. Y.. care 

Lung and Hygienic Institute, and obtain a large and highly 
illustrated book on the system of VilalMng Oorittrucbiot 
Treatment.

AMERICAN HEALTH COLLEGE.
Vitapathls system of Medical practice. Short practical in­
struction and highest diploma. Send stamp for book of ex­
planation and references to PROF. J. B. CAMPBELL, M. D„ 
V. D„ 266 Longwobth &r„ Cincinnati, Ohio. ?

B Yourselves by making money when a golden 
chance teoffered, thereby alwayskeeping poverty 
from your door. Those who always take advan-. 
tags of the good chances for making money that 
are offered) generally become wealthy, while 
those who do not improve such chances remain 

in poverty. We want many men, women, boys and girls to 
work for us right in their own localities. The business will 
pay more than ten times ordinary wages. We fUrnish an 
expensive outfit and all that you need, free. No one. who 
engages fails to make money very Rapidly. You can devote 
your whole time to the work, or only your spare moments. 
Full information and all is needed sent free. Address Bruteo# 
&Co., Portland, Maine.
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RECENT ORIGINAL RESEARCHES AND NfW VIEWS 
IN MYTHOLOGY. '

Eighth Paper.

BY 8TEPHEN PEARL ANDREWS.

The Gob, Force, Agdistis ; the God, Attitude or 
Position or Posture, Attis ; and the God Form 
(and Beauty), Adonis. .

. 'I.
The God, Force, Agdistis.

. The God Agdistis, as will now be shown, was 
the mythical deification of the scientifically dis­
covered and defined principle of mechanical and 
animal force; as we say the foice of gravity, the 
force of steam, t he force of passion, etc.

. The account given of the birth, character and 
career of this hot very famous, but important god, 
whose true nature has never heretofore .been ex­
pounded, nor so far as I know suspected, is mainly 
extracted from Pausanius and Arnobius:" " Ac­
cording to the first of these, the Phrygian Zeus (in 
respect to whom no other notice is extant) having 
during sleep poured out his virile energy upon 
the earth [Gaea], after a time there came into ex­
istence, therefrom/a demon, Agdistis, endowed 
witlrthe sexual organs of both sexes, male arid 
female. More specifically Arnobius relates as 
follows: As the great Mother was reclining upon 

. the summit of the great rock Agdos, Zeus became 
enamored of her. As she would not consent to his 
wishes he expended his lust upon the stone itself,' 
which became pregnant, and in the tenth month, 
bore, after terrific groanings, Agdistis, he being 
called by the same name as his mother [who was 
also Agdistis, the stone upon whieh she rested 
being. Agdos.] . He possessed unconquerable 
strength, an inflexible hardness of temper, and 
unbounded sexual desires towards both sexes, as
well as a disposition to seize and destroy every­
thing which came in his way, so that he neither 

id for gods nor men, acknowledged no power 
pver him, and scorned earth, heaven and the stars.
caret

-‘The gods conspired, therefore, to bind him; 
for which purpose Liber (Bacchus) filled a spring 
out of which Agdistis was accustomed tourink, 
with the strongest of wine. As Agdistis drank of 
it with unmeasured zest, be sank into sleep thor­
oughly drunk; whereupon Liber threw a noose 
Tor lasso] made of braidel hair over one of his 
feet( and fastened the other end of it around his 
genital organs. When Agdistis awoke from h.is 
drunken sleep, and sprung up hastily, he com­
pletely emasculated himself, by the exertion of 
his own unheard of strength, by the mere act of 
straightening his leg and throwing out-his foot. 
From the wound so caused, much blood flowed

alike in both sexes; nepce. Agdistis. as a human-' i 
oid creature, is both male1 rind-femme por equally^ 
endowed with the insignia of each sex. In all , 
ways he was a raging monster, the very embodi­
ment of measureless strength or force. He was, । 
in a word, the idealization of Force itself.

The gods, the other principles of nature, com. 
spired to gain the mastery, over Force by some 
kind of artifice. There was only one principle 
competent to deprive him of his energy; that 
Erinciple was^alance; the neutralizing of force 

v a counterbalancing equal force. Liber, libra­
tion, is balance; '(See Bacchus.) He therefore 
was called in to take the strength away from 
Agdistis, At this point the later and secondary 
myth about Bacchus or Liber, as the god of drink, 
shows evidence of its existence at the tipie this 
legend was completed. The method by which 
Balance obtained the vjctory over Active Force 
was by putting him (it) to sleep; but the method 
of doing this was by resorting to a fountain of 
strong wine, an idea not belonging to the mechan­
ical series properlv involved here, but imported 
from the secondary character of Balance or Bac­
chus, as connected with wine, drink and drunk­
enness. . .

When thus'overcome with drunken sleep, and' 
so made completely inactive, Force (Agdistis) was 
so bound, that when he should resume activity 
his very activity should then be the cause of his ex­
haustion—so that the striking out of his loot should’ 
extract the very core of forceful energy. This 
ingenious part of the strange myth symbolizes the 

• scientific fact that every exertion of force is at the 
expense of the reservoir of forces, and that force, 
therefore, by its-own act destroys force; to the 
same extent to which it exerts or expends it. By 
the blood flowing from the wound is to beunder- 
stood “ the consequences of this principle.” (See 
Kronos.) From this blood sprang up the pome­
granite, a fruit which, by its multitude of .seeds, 
symbolized the further or scientific perception 
that force so expended and seemingly destroyed 
is never really lost or extinguished, but that it is 
diffused merely into a multitude of minor results 
and activities. .

Nana is a nature word of endearment for young 
or old females, the same word /w the more mod­
ern nun. “ Nana, the daughter of the king, or 
river, Sangarios,” I take to mean feminine nature 
(sex-passion, women are the sex) deriving itself 
from the rivussanguinarius, the blood current of the 
vital organism, embodying its force. This is also 
passive force, which, eating of this fruit, becomes 
pregnant, or ready for reactive or reproductive 
energy. So Nana produced a son Attis or Atles, 
who was a milder, gentler and more attractive 
embodiment of this same principle of Force. This 
is Attitude, Posture, or Po.-e; the blending of ac­

, tive, negative and balanced forces i. e. of Agdistis, 
Nana and of Liber.

tibn J ThC rifts arid rtirits iw fap wreck of the city 
walls bet/ay the recent earthqtiakfe, These joints 
or jointings (little jointings) 'are Articulation 
(from the Latin" dniculus, ajittlp'IMfit)/ FOrmi 
and Articulation are so substantially identified. 
Ad is the root to eat; to articulate the jaws (see 
under Jut’'" ' ’’ :--’- - ’ ' J-uniter); -on is a princle; a god (see under 

id Aun); -is is the personal termination.Aum and Aun); -is is the personal termination. 
Ad-on-is is thus the god Form. Beauty is the 
perfection or neatness of form, the culminating 
point of the excellence of form; whence the Latins 
derived formositas, beauty, from forma, form. In • 
English we say that a person is comely, meaning 
that the parts come together, fitor join appropri­
ately; thafeverything about them articulates. , 1

Adonis was peculiarly the ideal type of youthful 
male beauty; the ladies’ man, the woman’s dar­
ling/ Nothing in the ancient religious rites is 
more touching than the moaning and wailing of 
the’women over the death or disappearance of 
their favorite god. He is' identified with the Sy­
rian Tammuz. Ezekiel had a vision.in Mesopo­
tamia in which he was in spirit transported to 
Jerusalem and set down at the entrance of the
temple. . Among other things he saw at the door 
of the temple, there sat women weeping for Tam­
muz; (Ezek. 8, 14.) The old versions give no 
explanation of-Tammuz, since they (except the 
Vulgate) merely use the name. Among church 
history writers, Origen is the first who expresses 
himself more directly about Tammuz, and ne says 
that the same god called by tbe Syrians and He­
brews Tammuz was the Greek Adonis. The Vul­
gate translates Tammuz by Adonis. Hieronymus 
names him Adonis, the most beloved of Venus, 
and the most beautiful youth, and asserts that in 
the time of Constantine the grove of Tammuz or 
Adonis still existed at Bethlehem; and that in 
the grotto where Christ once wept as a child, the 
paramour of Venus was then bemoaned. Tam­
muz was a wonderful hunter. Beloved by Baalti 
(the Phenecian Aphrodite or Venus), lie with­
drew her from her husband, and as he pursued 
him Tammuz slew him. He was afterwards him­
self killed by a wild boar. There was then insti­
tuted a yearly period of moaning, in the month 
also called Tammuz. He was also mquirned over 
by his wife Baalti. This usage was thus estab­
lished' during her Hfe-time, and after her death 
spread among other heathen nations, and .even 
the Jews had the same habit, and celebrated and 
feted his memory an the month Tammuz, by a 
great feast. , ' , .

The mythical significance or occasion of the 
death of Adonis.does not yet appear clear to me. 
The boar is'an animal that figures quite largely in 
Hindoo mythology and occasionally in theGreek; 
but I hawuarrived at no settled conviction as to

V
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Xhayenayy to Bugges];,, that notwithstanding. 
this.pWist^tidiverMnce.oflthe two wdrdi after 
they had become differentiated into their present 
meanings, there is hothing improbable in their 
haying had a. common origin ip a prior word 
whose meaning was neither God nor good, but' 
something different from, but appropriaie to both. 
Precisely this pharacter belong to the idea of 
Strength or Force. With the' early ancients 
God was simply the being of supreme power, and' . 
with them also valor was the only virtue (or 
goodness). Novy, with this strong rootwood Agd. 
of Agdistis, we have only to suppose that the difli-; 
culty of holding‘those two repugnant consonants g ' 
and d in a close Union so far relaxed them as ' . 
generally to admit a vowel sound between them; ‘" 
and that subsequently the initial vowel fell away; 
and we have g—d (for agd), which, filled in with 
difference of oral .utterance, would furnish the- 
strong word-strains, in question, ever after run-- ' 
ning parallel, but not commingling.
' The origin or geneality of. Adonis is very cu­
rious, and the unravelling of its meaning will be, 
I think, one of ,the rarest of literarv gems in- ‘ 
volved in this discovery of the scientific character , 
of tliese myths. There are several diflerent ac­
counts given of the matter, and the analysis of ' 
such might probable reveal similar elements: but- 
I shall confine myself to that of Antonius Liber- 
alis, who says that a certain Syrian king named 
Theias had a father whose name was Belos, and a/ 
daughter Myrrha or Smyrna, and that Adonis waui. 
born of the union of Theias with his own dangl^- 
ter Myrrha. Why then is any mention made of the 
grandfather Belos in this connection ? And what, ' 
indeed, is the meaning of the whole story? Re- '. 
call the following circumstances. Adonis means 
Fortn, and its accompanying Beauty as in art; 
Belos, it was shown (under Jonah), means line ov . 

limitation. Theias is from, the dha, already also 
consider (under Jupiter), the first meaning of. 
which is to put or place, i. e., to in insert a point, to 
use a point or stylus, or, ns it were, a spigot, and 
the second meaning of which is then to draw out, 
as liquid from a cask; (to give'the nipple and to 
suck); specifically, to draw. A nd finally, Myrrha 
and Smyrna are both from the root word sma^ . 
whence also the English smear. See what is said ’ 
under St. John of messias, and of the fact that 
words denoting the process of drawing lines or 
making marks are derived from words of smear­
ing or using an unguent, (drawing the hand over, 
the sore place, etc.)

We have, therefore, in this myth of the origin 
of Adonis, a simple statement, in the best method . 

’’then at literary command, to the effect, that Ar-

upon the earth, which drank it up,*from which 
sprang up a pomegranite tree'(or according to 
Pausanias, an almond tree) bearing its fruit. Nana 

• the daughter of the King or river Sangarios, struck 
with admiration at the beauty of the fruit of this 
tree, plucked some of it and put it in her bosom. 
'The fruit4nstantly vanished, and Nana therefrom' 
.became pregnant. Her father shut her up as a 
disgraced woman, and meant to let her die of 
hunger; but the goddess-mother nourished lier 
with apples and other fruit. When she gave birth 
to her child, Sangarios exposed it, but it was 
marvelously suckeled by a goat, and took the 
name of Attis or Attes. ..

" In is much as Attis was possessed of tbe:most 
remarkable beauty, the goddess-mother loved him 

•. more than she loved any one else, as did also the 
emasculated 'Agdistis, who was a devoted all end­
ant upon the young man as he grew up, and as far. 
as he could, drew him away info the forests by 
unseemly manifestations of his favor. To detach 
the youth from this shameful companionship, lie 

■ was sent to Pessinus, where he was about to marry 
the daughter of King Midas. To prevent the en­
trance of a prophet of evil who would have dis-, 
turbed the preparation for the wedding, the King 
ordered the city gates to be closed. But the god­

' dess-mother knew that fate had decreed that the 
youth could only remain happily among mankind 
so long as he forced no earthly relations [that is so 
long as he remained unmarried]. For that rea­
son, to prevent the unfortunate event, she pene­
trated into the enclosed city, heaving up the city 
walls with- her head, for yhich reason she was 
ever after bedecked with such walls upon her- 
head. Agdistis, also, full of anger that the youth 
had been taken away from him and was about to 
be given a wife, walked in among the guests, and 
aroused them to a state of rage and insanity. [At­
tis, affected like the rest, was so violent that he 
purposely or by chance also emasculated himself 

. and died. From his blood sprang the violet, etc.
The great mother wept over him; joined with 

’ .Agdistis in bemoaning him, etc.] Agditis prayed 
to Zeus that Attis might be brought to life again. 
This request Zeus did not grant, but he decreed 
what the fates did allow, that his body should not 

. waste away; that his hair should continue to grow, 
and that his little finger should retain the sensi­
bility and movement of life. With these conces-

The God, Attitude, Attis, on Aites.
Atti-s, the same word, virtually, as will be shown 

presently, as Atti-tude, was, in contrast-with Ag­
distis the brute monster, a beautiful youth, an 
art product of nature, beloved and admired by 
everybody. Especially was he the darling of the 
great nature-mother and of her crude monstrous 
son, the virtual father of Attis, who" specially 
loved and sought to- entice him. To withdraw 
him from the grosser influence of crude force, 
always tending to drag down the art-poised 
manifestation of force'to its own level, Attis was 
dispatch'ed to the city, the abode of men, to be 
watched over and cared for. Wealth is also 
necessary to protect and develop the work of arts. 
Attis was, therefore, about lobe married to the 
daughter, of Midas—the name representative of 
gold or riches. But this alliance of Art (repre­
sented by posture or pose) with mere vulgar 
wealth would prove in tlie end a sure degradation 
of Art; or, in a word, the death of Art. Two 
principles combined to resist this result. One was 
this same Agdistis, crude force, unwilling to sur­
render his own progeny to other patronage than 
his own (the native force of genius); and the 
other was the great nature-mother, who knew 
that fate had decreed that whenever Art allied 
itself with anything whatever (when Attis should 
bo married to the daughter of Wealth, for in­
stance, the symbol of frivolity and fashion) that 
would be its death, (or the death of him).

Both these forces,.therefore, besieged the city, 
to prevent the marriage, and hinder tho untoward 
result of the proposed event. The nature-mother 
prgoddes8-motlier,tho primal force, now appeared 
as tho earthquake (earth-center-force), and up- 
heaved the ’ very walls of the city; putting her 
head Tinder them and lifting them on high; 
whence she was pictured with her head bedecked 
with walls. Agdistis, on tho contrary, now ap­
pears as Mental Force, driving the guests crazy, 
and forcing them, to all manner of wild extrava­
gances. In the midst pf this tumult, Art (Attis) 
gefsMiimself, also, by his self-act,- or by chance, 
emasculated, deprived of his own proper-power, 
and expires. Out of his blood other growths, the 
violet, etc., grew; i. e., minor consequences re­
suited.

its meaning. Perhaps the tusk of this animal had : 
to do with the “Tooth of Time,” as a destroyer; 
and that an allusion is made to the early failing 
and death of beauty, in a sense similar therefore to 
the death of Attis; the enchanting pose or posture 
of Art; which, as we have seen, was short-lived 
and subject to every contingency. ,

Turning, now, from the story of Agdistis, Attis 
and Adonis to the etymology of their names we 
shall not only find a powerful confirmation of the 
interpretation just given, but shall at the same 
time find ourselves conducted to a rare and most 
interesting connection of these two principles, 
Crude Force, and Graceful Attitude, with Form, 
and Beauty, symbolized in ancient myth, as 
Adonis'or Tammnd, The roots ag and ad are the 
inverted or counter presentments of da and ga, 
which were somewhat fully discussed under the 
head of Jupiter. The inverse or counter idea of 
ya or ga- ia earth, or earthism (downness, gravity) 
is antigravity, lift, or action against gravity; 
whence effort, exertion, driving force; with the 
secondary idea of trouble, pain, suffering. Such 
is ag or ag,ia,or with the insertion of-on, forprin-

■ cipit', ag-on-ia, Eng. Agony. The inverse or coun­
ter idea of do., or da- ia, upliftedneKS, is the break 
(and fall), which disconnects the object from its 
fastenings, makes a joint or crack, and hence or- 
Ib-ulatcX, as in eating, speaking, etc. (See also 
Jupiter.) We have In ga and ag also the idea of 
outgoing or incentive force; and in da and ad that 
of arriving and checked force, whence, impact, 
impress, stamp apd finally' Dorm, as in* Adonis 
(see below). 'S’ »

It will be seen, therefore, that agd is the very 
strongest combination of sounds possible to denote 
force, in its combined two aspects, as aggressive and 
resisting. The root-sound i denotes being, or con­
tinuity in being (to go),and eta is the root to stand. 
Agd^-tfa-ix, Agd-i-stis is therefore an accurately 
devised word, in the terms of ancient science, to 
denote force, as an existent principle. The com­
bination akt is simply the light or slender equiva­
lent of agd; as attitude or posing is the light and 
delicate manifestation of force; and as Attis was 
the gentle and darling counterpart of the coarse 
monster Jjdfgfi'a. But k in this combination tends,

tistic Design (Beauty of Form), Adonis, result* 
from Limitation, Line-making, Belos, through the. 
means of a Stylus, Theias, charged with or carry­
ing some sort of unctions substance, Myrrha; 
capable of leaving a visible trail or mark.' Made 
mythical by the bluffdering traditions of the igno­
rant, these few simple facts blind us by a story 
about a grandfather Belos, as/father,. Theias, a 
daughter Myrrha, an incestuous unidh orthose 
last two, and the birth of a youpg and beautiful 
god, Adonis. No finer illustration could be had of 
the method of the origin of myths.

BLACKFOOT’S WORK,

Prevents Choking,
. ■ Charleston, III., Dec. Kith. 1880.

James A. Bliss—Dear Sir;—The magnetized- pa­
per you sent my husband has helped him from 
choking when he ate. He Ims not had a return 
of it since he got the paper. ' Mrs. I. P. Gray.

' . . ' Box 348.

Instant Relief for Neuralgia,, •
•Water Street, Pa., Jun. 8,1881.

Jts. A. Bliss—Sir:—I used some of your paper 
for Neuralgia, and it arrested the pain within five 
minutes after it was applied. Its prompt relief . . 
has relieved every doubt from my mind. I heart­
ily recommend it to all in pain. ■ A. G. Slack.-

, Does all that is Claimed for it.
' Pickfells Mills, Ohio, Jan. (1,1881.’ - 

Jas. A. Bliss—Dear Sir:—Your magnetized pa- .- 
per'came to hand promptly. I used it at night on . ' 
my stomach, it relieveif me completely. Have 
felt no pain there since; by moving it, it relieved • 
me of pain in other parts of my body. I think it.,. 
will do all that is claimed for iC. It has done me 
so much good that I want more of it. .. '

J. S. C. Cunningham. .

sions Agdistis had to content himself" (1). _
What now can be made of this, the strangest/' 

n\ost weird, confused, and repulsive legend of all 
mythology; seemingly the product of a brain as 

. mad as that of the huge raging monster god which 
it .describes.

But the wierd legend begins to become clear as 
day, with the mere mention of the idea'thatit is 
a mythical embodiment of the idea of force, to 
which is added another, in regard to attitude or 
posture. •

Agdistis, Force, bears the same name as his 
. mother,, who is the goddesB^mother, tho primal.’ 

■ . substance-and-force, that is to say, special force— 
as manifested in mechanical and animal inove- 
metita and impulses—is the same as or is a branch 
of universal force, "the Prime Postulate.” Both 
rest on the dead inanimate rock, also another 
manifestation of force, as to its mere inertia and 
resistence. Hence the passive rock, the goddess- 

■ mother reposing on it, and the huge monster of 
strength born of her (or it) bear the same name, 
but slightly modified. Even the inanimate inert 

. mass is also capable of putting forth or manifest­
ing active .force, when, for instance,’affected by 
heat. So ^Zeus, communicating his energy'th 
the dead rock, puts it into activity, the heat of the 

. ' sun causing mundane explosions, the solid rocks 
splitting from the hillsides and dashing down 
with irresistable fury and potency, etc. .

But the higher manifestation of Force is mental, 
and appears Tn the human passidns, the typical or 
chief one of-which is the sexual passion, active

‘ ’ (1), QgUendtentl und Zauberweten bei den alien Hebraern, 
. und den benaebbarten Votkern; ton Dr. Paul Echolz, p. SK. ■

In the curious statement that the fates permitted 
and that Zeus granted the prayer that (he body of 
Attis should not absolutely'decay, although he 
was virtually dead, we have a figurative embodi­
ment of the idea which has pervaded all ages, 
even those which we now regard as so remote and 
antique, that the “days of our fathers” were 
vastly superior to our own times. Even then it 
was ancient art which was supremely honored, 
and whosoever was reponsible for the composition 
of this poetical myth is here bemoaning himself, 
as men do in our day, that “Art is now dead.” 
Still it must be conceded that something remains, 

' not indeed to1'be compared with the "old masters.” 
Though art is dead, tliere is a corpse or mere dead 
body of art which remains, and even grows, in a 
sort of vegetative way, as the hair of a dead man 
still grows in his coffin or tomb.’ It can even in­
deed be granted that there is a slight symton of 
life remaining in the corpse; but it is no more to 
the great living body of the art of the ancients 
than the movement of a little finger to a body 
which is otherwise dead. So it was that the body 
of Attis did not waste away, that his hair contin­
ued to grow after he was dead, and that his little 
finger retained the sensibility and movement of 
life. ■* ’

to assimilate with the following t resulting in tt, 
instead of kt, as in tho Latin aWi-tude itself, and 
the Italian atto,an act, both from the Latin acLus; 
the syllable akt here also being the light counter­
part of the agd of Agd-istis. ,

A perfectly logical variant of Agd-istis would he 
Agd-is, which-would then be in.all ways parallel 
in formation with Att-is (for Akt-is), its own slen­
der equivalent in sound and in meaning. But 
beyond this we might have a god Ag-is for active 
force and. another Ad-is for resisting or passive 
force and its resultant ideas Form and Beauty 
(formositas), Historically we find no mention of 
any such god as Ag-is or Ag-on-is; the nearest ap­
proach to the idea being perhaps in the Miltonian 
phrase, “Samson Ayonte;”-but we do have Ad- 
on-is, the young.god of male beauty and almost 
feminine loveliness. The .Syrian god Tammuz 
has been, as we'..have seen, pretty thoroughly 
identified with Adonis. • .

’ III.
Form and Beauty (Forma and Formositas)—The 

God Adonis;
The residuum of exhausted force is Form, the. 

shape in which things remain, statically. But, 
still, the joints, lines, or limits of still form reveal, 
and seemingly repeat the previous active condi-'

Another' Case of Instant Relief. ;
Connersville, Wis.-Jan. (ith, 1881.

Bro. Bliss .'—Again I send for more magnetized, 
paper, we have used it for different ailments and 
find it gives relief for all.' This fall my husband 
was suffering from a wound on his foot, caused 
by sticking a pitch fork into it, and asked for help, 
from my controls., I immediately was shown a 
tall Indian and received the impression it .wan . 
Blackfoot, he told me how to proceed. I used the , 
paper as directed, and he (my husband) was re- ’ 
lieved*immediately,. Yours etc., ' .
■ - Mus. E. A. Varble.

• Much doubt has reigned with etymologists over 
tho origin of the English word God. Max Muller 
states the case thus: "There is perhaps no ety­
mology so generally acquiesced in [popularly] as 
that which derives God from good. In Danish 
good is god, but the identity of sound between 
the English God and the Danish god is merely 
accidental ; the. two words are distinct and are 
kept distinct7 in every dialect of the Teutonic 
family. As in English we have God and good, we 
have in Anglo-Saxon God and god; in Gothic, 
Guth and god; in Old High German,Col and Quot; 
in German, Gott and gut; in Danish, Gud and 
god; in Dutch, .God and goed. Though it is im­
possible to give a satisfactory etymology of either 
God or good, it is clear that two words, which thus 
run parallel in all these dialects without ever 
meeting cannot be traced back to one central 
point. God was moat likely an old heathen name 
of the Deity, and for such a name the supposed 
etymological meaning of good would be far too 
modern, top abstract, too Christian.” (2.)

(2.) Science of Language, secondicrics, p. 302.

—' Benefited. . • ’
Sutton, N. J., December 17th, 1880.' .

Bro. Bliss—Diack foot’s paper I received for, • 
myself and sister. We have been benefited by , 
therii since wearing them. I think we know 
when Blackfoot and Red Cloud comes, for we hear 
raps all around the house and we feel very passive - 
and quiet'. My sister rests much better nights. • 
We feel very grateful for what the good'spirits ’ 
have done and are still doing for us.. Please semi 
two more sheets of magnetized paper for my sis-. 
ter. Find enclosed money and .stamps. May-the 
Great Spirit and angels bless yon forever. . .

’ " • Susie F. Judkins.

. Strong Evidence.
Logansport, Ind., Dec. 19th, 1880.

Jaines A. Plus-Dear Sir:—I received your 
magnetized paper some time ago, but my wife was. 
quite sick at. that time, and was top weak and 
nervous to use it; she tried it one day and-it 
.affected her so she had to give it up, I tried it 
one evening; laid it on the table, and placed my 
hands upon it in the presence of three others, ' 
who were seated at the table with me. Soon I 
began to Lave strange feelings, and my wife being 
in the same room in bed, said she saw hands ap­
proach mine. It affected her so and made her
so nervous I was ebliged to turn up the light. 
Since then she is getting strong, and can now 
stand the electricity. Please send me two more 
Sheets, 'M. J. Wallace. 

Box 431.


