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DAWM.

BY T. 1>. NOKTOX.

Mysterious silence! All things seem 
To have emerged from some dark shore; 

Or waking from some dreadful dream '
To pause, and think its horrors o’er.

The air is stngnantr-chill and laden 
With earthy odors from the grave ;

As if all life lmd been entombed 
Beneath the cold destructive wave.

The city streets are empty, dull,
As when the timid crowd hud tied 

From terror and contagion,
And all the rest were nearly dead.

Earth seems to tremble in the scale, 
Watching the beam of busy Fate 

Which sends it forth to meet the sun 
Or sinks it in the gloom. Yet wait:—

Within the sombre, morning cloud 
Tipped with a pregnant streak of day,

I see th’ elect) ic messengers 
Chasing the (lend of night away;

And o’er the couch where Nature hid 
To mourn the clouds of yusterdny,

A fervid zephyr now hath crept 
To kiss her trickling tears aw ay;

While underneath, the driving wheel 
Of human life revolves again,

Till every pulley, every cord,
Is creaking with the potent strain.

The weary watchman at his post,
Hath seen the shadows one by one 

Melt, with the waning of his torch,
To leave him nodding to the sun.

The lazy tramp hath left the straw 
To share the fortunes of the day .

With needy beggars; worn out tools 
The sclilsh world has turned aw ay;

While slavish toilers at the wheel 
Of sheer extortion through the night, 

With hands abraded to the bone 
Arc hiding from the unwelcome light.

The morning breaks,—the night is gone, 
And day, awakes to joy nmt pain,

When soon, alive to every care,
The cold world’s pulse shall beat again)

The morning breaks,—alas I too soon: 
While with its rude nnd noisy breath 

I t  breaks the peaceful solitude 
For those who seek at last in death,

The only promise of relief 
Which offers now a sure release 

From misery: when they may rest,
Forget their woes, and sleep in peace.

Too soon for those in darkness, who— 
From lifennd hope no sweetness draw: 

Or those who revel day by day 
Kegnrdless of the higher law :

And yet 'twill soon be noon and night, 
And Time Will leave in passing by 

Another day for man to fill ■
With duly, or iniquity.

APPREHENSION OF CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISM.

Il Y I). II. .HILL.'

Christian Spiritualism, though it is evidently a 
very odd and inconsistent combination, teems des
tined to be a subject that will receive much atten
tion and be widely discussed in (he near future. 
A t this writing we propose to notice and briefly 
review an article published in the B anner of Light, 
issued February 5,1881, from the pen, of Prof. J . 
R. Buchanan, one of the pillars p A lie  so called 
structure of “ Christian Spiritualism.” He begins 
by say ing : “ The philosophy of Christian Spiritu
alism,. as given, in my discourse, ‘ Why are we 
Christians?’” etc.

The question arises, first, is Christian Spiritual
ism a philosophy? If  so, in what does this phi
losophy consist and whither does it tend? Chris
tianity, as known and read in the history of the  
world, rests upon a basis of dogmas and creeds.

Spiritualism is a fact dem onstrated generally, 
and broadly. In combining the  two, does it make 
Spiritualism more a fact, or Christianity less n 
dogma? W e apprehend net. W hy would it not 
be as consistent and desirable to m ake the'combi
nation Pagan, Roman Catholic. o rP ro tes tan t Spir
itualism, as Christian Spiritualism, if Spiritualism 
must have an appendage?

In  th is connection he says: “ My positions have 
not been assailed, and cannot be, successfully.” 
( I t  cannot be tlmt our learned brother reads all 
th a t is w ritten, or hears all th a t is said bn this 
subject, or he would not make such a  broad state
ment), and  ends the paragraph by saying " true 
science is a finality:”1 Does he mean by this tha t 
Christian Spiritualism is reduced (o a science, and 
hence is a finality ? We see no other theory that 
can be draw n from the above sta tem ent; neither 
do we see how one possessed of so much education 
and knowledge could make so great a mistake as 
to assume such a position.

We will now consider another assertion. Prof. 
B, say s; “ The skeptical or dogmatic m ind is.not 
hospitable to tru th .” Skeptical in reference to 

OJfliat? Christianity and things pertaining there
to? The brother is evidently a thorough Chris
tian. H e talks like one of th e m ; for if we oppose 
their views and creeds, they sav at once vou are a 
skeptic, or an infidel, etc. The} get on th’eir robes 
of hypocrisy without delay, w ith an air of " I  am 
holier than  thou."

The m ixture set forth in the essay of Prof. B 
‘ seems to contain the spirit and letter of Christi

anity, combined with the word, only, of Spiritual 
ism. Now, as to the dogmatic part, our Christian 
bro ther has fully done himself justice in his essay; 
therefore, we need say nothing on th a t point. He 
says, fu rther on; "A large portion of m ankind is 
constitutionally opposed to the  h ighest develop
m ent of .religion." W hat religion does he mean ? 
The religion of the Pagans, Hindoos, Christians, or

his own particular religious code? Is there any 
universal standard of religion except tlmt which 
is w ithin the inner life of the soul ? We know of 
none other tha t m ankind should follow, for the 
great father and mother of our being has written 
it w ithin the soul.

Prof. B. says; “ those who object to Christian 
Spiritualism cannot appreciate thè  character of 
'Jesus; neither do they comprehend or under
stand Christian Spiritualism." Well, those who do 
not comprehend or appreciate Christian Spiritual
ism ,” may congratulate themselves, when they 
•see how it affects those who have made it a study.

Now, as to the non-appreciation of those who 
are opposed to covering Spiritualism with a coat
ing of Christianity, we are inclined to the view 
th a t those who oppose tins m ovement appreciate 
Christianity far more nearly at its exact value 
than  its devotees; the former stand ing ,as they 
do, outside the charmed circle of its influence, 
where they can calmly contemplate the entire 
situation.

In  reference to the character of Jesus, it does 
not necessarily follow th a t an individual should 
subscribe to the  veiws or sayings of a personage, 
mythical or otherwise, or to worship the same, in 
order to understand the spiritimi good and beauty 
in the soul of things. I t is a m atter of very little 
importance, w hether the  person called Jesus or 
the  Nazarine ever had an existence; for it is a 
m atter of history that all of the teachings and 
works he  is said to have performed, were accom
plished at different-periods in the  world’s history, 
previous to the  time he is said to have lived. 
Again we quote Prof. B’s, words: “ The-sim ple 
and  rational idea th a t Spiritualists who wish to 
m ake Spiritualism a> benefaction “to the world—a 
new dispensation which shall change the whole 
face of society—propose to do it by living up to 
the  highest standard of life as it comes to us from 
the  Bpirit world now," (If Prof. B. bad stopped 
righ t there and not added) " a s  it. came to JesusT 
etc,” he would have made a point, though it would 
not have favored “Christian Spiritualism.” Tie 
says : “ The opposition to his views comes not of 
dispassionate thought, -but from the rebellious, 
distrustful, and willful impulses of the  lower lnOf 
the  brain.” Evidently be is not on good terms 
with the lower half of the brain, which lets in 
much light upon this matter, and shows conclu
sively tlmt he is badly out of balance, as is the 
case wheji the  front brain is cultivated at the ex
pense of the  back brain, To be out of balance 
either way is an evil. The upper part of the brain 
should not depreciate or speak ill of the  equally 
useful organs of the lower part of the  brain. As 
well might the  lofty tower look down wit It scorn 
and derision upon the very foundation which sup
ports it. To any but à superficial mind, the 
foundation, w hether it be of m onum ent or brni.i, 
is as grand, practical and essential in its uses, as 
the m onum ent that rises in beautiful form before 
ur. Is it wise or consistent to speak of or consider 
any part of the human brain common or unclean? 
We m ust take it for granted that- every brain was 
made as good and perfect as the creator could 
m ake it when i t  was made. Evidently all parts 
of the  brain must be fully developed and unfolded, 
in order to m ake the perfect man. Prof. B. fur
ther says : “ Indeed I believe tha t those who speak 
completely under spiritual inspiration (and he 
Bhould have added, emanating from the  Christian 
priesthood in spirit life—(he fiuemies of Spiritual* 
ism), are continually teaching the  sentim ents and'* 
philosophy of ‘ Christian Spiritualism.” ’ There 
can be no doubt as to this point, bu t it is very ' 
unfortunate tlmt the leaders of the  "Christiaii 
Spiritualism ” movement do not recognize the fact, 
Time and space will not perm it us to notice all 
thè  points that, require attention. We propose in 
view of the last part of the essay to introduce 
soine testim ony,'tu* Prof. B. suggests, as it comes 
from the spirit world, now bearing definitely upon 
the question under consideration. W e.cite  the 
following spirit communication given through the 
m edium ship of Alfred Jam es and published in 
M ind  and M A m a o f July 10th, M. S. 33, from the 
spirit of Rev. Edward Payson :

‘‘ Goon Morning , Sm :—It is some tim e since !  
passed away and this is a strange resurrection. In 
my m ortal life, I always honestly thought myself 
the  standai d bearer o f  truth ¡'but now. as a spirit; 
I have found th a t my faith and doctrines were 
erroneous, and it has taken me all th is time to 
arrive a t th is point, as a spirit, to be willing to 
come back here to certify to the tru th s  of spirit' 
life. W hat are they ? T hè way was so plain that 
I wonder how I could have missed the  path. I 
was blinded by too much faith. I thought I could 
not lie deceived, and when lying on my dying 
bed, I  looked forward confidently to ¿  union with 
the  Saviour, anfi was psychologized into the idea 
tha t I  saw him  \yaiting for me. B ut the  reality 
was th is: A t the"moment of the departure of the 
sp irit from th e  mortal body, I  saw a spirit, high, 
pure and enlightened; but when !  would have 
gone to tha t spirit, there was a gulf between him 
and me, and what was in this gulf? I  will tell 
you; all k inds of mottoes or tex ts tha t I had 
preached from during my m ortal.life, and upon 
them  was w ritten these words: ‘ these are good, 
just as far as the ir morality extends—beyond that 
they are worthless toward redeeming or' advan
cing any spirit.’ But I  thought th is sp irit was a 
deceiver, and I turned away from him  to wander 
around like thousands of others, seeking for a 
Saviour th a t never will nor can be found ; for 
there is nothing in it but idealism. I  was certainly 
proud, and even now it galls me as a  spirit to  bé 
obliged, in  order to reach a happy state, to come 
back here and frankly admit, th a t outside of a

few moral precepts tha t I taught, all was errone
ous and founded on the sand. By tha t I mean 
th a t it has no existence outside of faith. There 
are no facts to support it here, when it is investi
gated—there  are none whatever to uphold it in 
spirit life. I would say, in conclusion, I ask of all 
to lay your foundation here in mortal life, so that 
when you enter the spirit life, you. shall enter 
there  with the proud consciousness tha t you have 
done all yap could to redeem yourself. That is 
all the religion you need. My name was Edward 
Payson, D. D., F irst Congregational Church of 
Portland, Me.
, H ere is a witness whose earthly history is not 
far removed from us, and one who stood as a mod
ern pillar of Christianity. His earth life was most 
sincerely devoted to the advancement of the 
Christian religion, including its creeds and 
dogmas, and, in fact, all th a t the  Christian reli
gion im plies; and he labored with all that zeal 
anil perseverance which characterizes the soul 
tliat is fully 'in earnest. He fell with the harness 
on, looking and hoping for the reward that ac
cording to his Christian ideas nnd teachings should 
follow his efforts; but, alas! how sadly to be dis
appointed. How humiliating must i t  have been 
for this once proud advocate of the Christian re
ligion, to return  to the earth plane, after all means 
were exhausted in efforts to realize the truthful 
results of his Christian doctrines, to have to make 
th e  following broad and full confession as to the 
erroneous character of his Christian teachings. 
He says: ‘ All tlmt I taught, with a few exceptions, 
was erroneous and founded on the sand,—by that I 
mean tha t i t  has no existence outside of faith. 
There_ are no facts to support it here when it is 
investigated—there tire none whatever to uphold 
it in sp irit life—there is nothing in it  b u t 
idealism.”

Spiritualism, pure and sim ple, can .stand alone. 
I t  needs no appendages, and requires no supports 
tha t Christianity, or the religions of the dark, ages 
can furnish. Therefore let it  stand unfettered 
and unencumbered by the errors of the benighted 
p a s t; allow it to rise as the grand monument of pro- 
press: its base resting on the human plane, while 
i ts ’pollshed shun, of spiritual tru th  reaches high 
into the realm s'of sp irit life, thus blending the 
two worlds.

Springfield, Mass.
[The above unanswerable reply to Dr. Buchan

an’s discourse, which was published in th e  Banner 
o f Light w ithout a word of objection or comment 
by the editor of that journal, was'sent th ree weeks 
ago to the latter for publication, but receiving no 
attention whatever from tlm t source, it was for
warded to us. Apart from the right of Mr. Hill 
to be heard in reply to the grossly supercillious 
attem pt of Dr. Buchanan to depriciate Modern 
Spiritualism, as it lias been and is to-day, the 
great merits of the paper should have entitled it 
to respectful consideration. W hat does our Boston 
contemporary mean by this one-sided course on 
the “ Christian Spiritualism ” question? .Does it, 
or does it not approve o f the. attem pt of Dr. Bu 
clianan anti others, to drag Spirituulisn^. back into 
the ruts of Christian superstition? Silence on 
tlm t head will not avail gentlemen to conceal your 
dying influence. Speak out, if you have any 
opinion upon the subject. I f  you have none adm it 
it like men.—En.}

Spiritualism In Vermont.
B ko. R oberts ¡—The war against-error of all 

forms is being prosecuted in this part of “ God’s 
vineyard,” with renewed vigor; and the savage 
and vindictive Bpirit now exhibited by our ene
mies. is be tte r calculated than  anything else to 
develop our strength.

We went, to our Rutland convention,in January 
last, with feur and trem bling, and forboding of 
utter failure coming up from all directions. Even 
m any of the  Spiritualists lmd not the courage to 
attend the convention, because of the b itter oppo
sition of th e  people of that place to every possible 
phase, .of'Spiritualism. But L a in  happy to sav 
w ithout fear of contradiction, tlm t.it was in all 
respects the  best and most .successful convention 
ever held in the State. The. evening papers of 

. Rutland,'which had h itherto  lost no opportunity 
to place us in the worst possible light, gave fair 
reports of the  first «lay’s session, without comment. 
This'brought out the people, so that on the second 
and third  days of the convention, the large Town 
■.Hall was filled to overflowing with respectful and 
attentive listeners; and with W. J. Colville, Jas. 

J ) .  Stiles, and a goodly 'number of home speakers, 
we were able to give th e  people a feast of reason 
and spirituality that they little  expected to re
ceive ;. and we, as well as they, have learned by 
it that we have become wholly independent of 
the opinion and action of the  outside world, and 
can hold a convention or camp meeting when and 
where we please. -

Let me here say to the  opponents of organiza
tion, that we owe our success largely to organiza
tion. We are simply Spiritualists well organized 
under a charter of our State Legislature, and are, 
therefore, a legal body, and, as such, draw our 
share of the  public m oney ; but we have no 
creeds, no prefix of Christian nor anything else to 
our name. But we have many among us who 
still fight against organization, and for the benefit 
of such we hold mass conventions, which are 
made as informal as circumstances will adm it of.

From such a convention I have just returned to- 
the every-dav duties of life, and am happy to add- 
that the mass convention just held a t W aterbury 
lms Veen as successful, in many respects, as th a t  
a t Rutland.

At the risk  of occupying too'm uch space, I wish 
to add a few words regarding th e  development of 
new mediums, which I find is going on in all 
parts of the  S tate ; but at present f  will only refer, 
to three instances. ■

The first is tlmt of my honored townsman, Gl- 
S, Brunson, who, during the past year, has been' 
gradually letting go of his business affairs to at
tend a call upon him  as a test and healing me
dium. The best evidence'of his success that I cu v  
give, is the  constant increasing demand of the- 
public for his assistance in the  hour of trouble/ 
and sickness .'

The second case to which I  will refer is that of 
Mrs. Turner, of the Duxbury Glee Club, which 
club furnishes delightful music and Bong at our 
conventions. I find by attending her seances 
tha t she has made steady im provem ent since last 
September. In  her presence lights are produced, 
bells rung, hands of spirit friends materialized, to • 
greet us in old familiar ways, pat us on the cheek, 
stroke our lmir. Independent w riting is pro
duced, giving uh assurance of the  presence of de
parted friends. But the greatest improvement' 
has been made in the power of spirits to converse- 
with their earthly friends in audible and distinct 
whispers. .
• The third case is that of Dr. Jo h n  Weeks, of 
Rutland. The Doctor and his excellent wife are-
bothw ell developed mediums for healing, giving 
tents, etc.; bu t for the  last four $ eek s the Doctor 
had been sitting daily for development of a new
phase of mediumship, viz: the production of full 
form materializations and independent playing 
upon a musical instrument in.broad daylight. I t 
was my good fortune to be one among the num ber 
of ten that the  Doctor invited to accompany him ' 
to his residence for the  purpose of witnessing the 
progress made during the four weeks ho* had de
voted to "-development.' We sat in a  circle in the 
parlor of th e ir  residence, Mrs. W eeks sitth 'g  will» < 
us, anti the Doctor silting in the centre of the cir
cle with a table and a banjo; and after singing a  
hymn, the.banjo was played upon,independent of ’ 
human contact, and that, too, w ith the room as 
light as a cloudless sky could m ake it, with the ■ 
noonday sun streaming in at two uncurta ined- 
windows.

The world moves, and our angel-friends bring 
us evidence of their activity on every hand. I f  
we are also faithful to our trust, failure will be 
utterly impossible: and the most deadly blows of 
the .enemy can only add to our strength and 
knowledge, by imparting that power and wisdom 
which alone is born of experience.

C harles T hompson.
St. Albans, Vt.

-------- ; ■■■ ' ♦ --------- :----

Mediumship of Mr. and Mrs. Hewitt.
SEAiisiionoiKiir, Poweshiek Go., Iowa,, 

Jan u ary S ls t, 1881.
Editor Mind and Mutter;

Sin:—As I  was at the room of Mr. and Mrs.- 
Hewitt, of Okaloosa, lowit; on the evening of the- 

of January, 1881, iij/company with another 
young m a n ; Mr. and Mrs. H ew itt both being me- ' 
diums, I,will tell you wlmt transpired in my pres
ence at their room. 'T hough it is strange to me,, 
it may not be strange to you. I cannot account 
for it, (ami don’t think it is legerdemain or slight 
of hand,^unless it is spirit power. I f  that be so,, 
then I will be somewhat interested in tlie pro
ceedings hereafter. The room is about sixteen by • 
fourteen feet, the floor being carpeted ; one stove 
in tlie room, table,stand, sofa und chairs; one 
large m irror on (lie east side of the  room opposite 
the  cabinet. -After some eighteen or twenty per
sons had assembled to hear anil see for themselves, 
Mr. Hewitt stated to the audience, tha t it was a 
cabinet seance; that-ns we had come eighteen or 
twenty miles, he would make the suggestion tha t 
we be appointed us a committee to tie the me
dium. So we were appointed, and proceeded to tie' 
him with about ten feet of common bed rope to a  
clm ir; one rm to one chair post, and tho o th e r  
arm  to one of the other posts of the  chair, nnd his 
legs in about the same m anner, and one cord 
around his bodv.- I tied all hard kno ts; then we 
set him back in the onbinet. One dinner horiv 
was thrown on the floor; also two small d inner 
bells, one brass ring about six inches across, one- 
French-liar]»; all on the floor by h is chair. Sev
eral songs were then sung, after which I wub in 
vited forward to examine the medium. The first 
time his coat was off and thrown across the to n o f 
the  cabinet, he being tied all the  same. FinalTy? 
one time his arm  was throueh the ring and th e : 
chair post, th e  ring through, and above the rounds 
of thechairs. .Several hands were shown and every 
tim e I exam ined him he was tied just I had tied 
h im ; and the last time he got out of ray tying, 
leaving all the  knots ju st as thev were tied, and 
he sitting on his ch a ir; and it took me some tim e 
to untie my knots. Now, the medium was put 
in the cabinet, and the rope by th e  chair. Two 
hym ns were sung by the audience, after which I  
was invited forward to ex am in ees before. T h is  
tim e he had tied himself, or some one else or the  
spirits had, for this beat the tying of any expert 
th a t I  ever saw.

Mr. and Mrs. H ewitt are both mediums, and her 
has the appearance of a gentleman, and she of a  
lady in every respect. Should any one happen 

.11 and t
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th a t way, call and see them.
F . M . M cD owell,

I
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COMMUNICATIONS.

ALFRED JAMES, MEDIUM.

L eucippus, (A Grecian Philosopher.)
“ Mv B est G reeting to Y ou :—I th ink  tha t ma

teria l science has advanced since I left the mortal 
p lane ; hut, as far as philosophy is concerned, I 
th in k  that philosophical ideas have undergone 
b u t little change. I  am set forth, in  the  histories 
th a t  have come down to you, as the  first man who 
promulgated the atomic theory. But, that is not 
th e  fact. That theory was known in Chaldea, and 
was taught there in Babylon, by Zoroaster, a phi
losopher, six hundred and- fifty years before the 
Christian era. I do not say that th is theory was 
original with him , because he referred to more 
ancient authority as the premises tha t led him to 
th a t  conclusion, even if he did not derive the 
theory wholly from the authority  he referred to. 
I n  ancient Greece, when I lived, each philosopher 
and  teacher of the  sciences set up their especial 
school, but the ir systems were borrowed from 
the. .books or manuscripts th a t preceded them. 
A s in the  case of the  Alexandrian Library, in the 
reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus, where the learning 
o f the world was collected and disseminated,"so, 
in  my day, the  written know ledge^of the 
world centered in Greece. All hum an progress is 
only possible through experience. I t is' the ex
perience of ..your ancestors th a t enables you to 
m ake one further step on the road of progress. 
E very  age, and every nation, according to this 
atomic theory, builds up a  certain mental ten
dency. The atoms that compose your brain, be
come more refined and etherialized, as you pro
gress, and-your comprehension of things becomes 
deeper and wider. I t is said, “ Self praise is no 
recommendation,” but my mental condition was 
such  that I  could lay hold of and understand cer
ta in  manuscripts that had come down irom an- 

’ c ien t writers ; and this enabled me to think in a 
m anner in advance of those who surrounded me 
in  my day. The motion of m atter is the life of 
m atter, but i t  is cramped by adverse conditions. 
W hile spirituality should have the freest chance 
to  act and grow, materiality should also be al
lowed to develop its best conditions. Here conies 
in  religion, Such religions as have governed, 
both  in ancient and modern times, have done no
th in g  but interfere with natural conditions. The 
fnaterial man m ust mould and build the spiritual 
m an, and any person that interferes with mate
ria l conditions and keeps them  back, is an enemy 
o f  progression. The brain that is not developed, 
although existing in a hod-carrier, might have 
been  able to give the prince valuable instruction, 
under more favorable conditions. I  may seem 
prolix, but I wish to say, tha t the most important 
o f  all conditions are prenatal influences. Every 
m an and woman ought to understand whether 
th e y  are in a proper condition to develop life 

• from their bodies. Vigorous and healthy bodies 
develop healthy intellects. As a spirit I am ena
bled to understand what is beneath me, better 
th an  those who still live on the inortal pique. It 
is < proper conditions, during embryotie life; that 
will be the secret of success with coming genera
tions. W hen born into the mortal conscious life, 
th e  child during its early years is suceptible to 
th e  im partation of the most vital truths. There
fore, be careful what you teach to children, for it
io th a t tlm t will malto or m u r  th e ir  happiness
w hen grown to adult life. W ith the greatest re
spect ior morality, I have none for religion. Re
ligion serves no other purpose than to bind people 
together against progression. Free individual 
thought is the triumph of the mortal life and 
leads to happiness in spirit life. I lived about 425
B. C., ami my name was Leucippus.

[W e take the following account of Leucippus 
from Smith’ll Dictionary o f Greek and Roman B i
ography— En.]

“ Leucippus, a Grecian philosopher, who is on 
all hands adm itted to have been the founder of 
th e  atomic theory of the ancient philosopy. 
W hen and where h e  was born we have no «late 
for deciding. Miletiis, A bderaand Elis have been 
assigned’ as his birthplace; the first, apparently, 
for no other reason than tha t it was the ■birth-.' 
place of several na tu ra l philosophers-; the second, 
because Democritus, who carried out his theory 
o f  atoms, came from that town ; Elis, because lie 
was looked upon as a disciple of the  liliaticschoo . 
T he  period when lie l i e d  is equally uncertain. 
H e  is called the teacher of Democritus, the dis
ciple of Farmeniiies, or, according to other ac
counts, of Zeno, of Melissus, nay even of Pythag
oras. from  the circumstance th a t Parmenides 

■ mud Aiiapâfeoras had objected to so • e doctri es 
w ¡deli wjj.fiud connected with the atomic theory, 
i.od from the obscurity that hangs over the pér
im a i  history and doctrines of Leucippus, Kilter 
is  inclined to believe that Leucippus lived at a 
tim e when iutercour.-e between the  learned of the 

■■ different Grecian States', was unfrequent. With 
regard-to his philosophical system, it is impossible 
to speak- with ] rectsiqn or certainty, as Aristotle 
and the o th e r  writer.-, who mention him either 
speak of him inConjumaioii 'with ■Democritus, or 
a ttribu te  to him doc.rini*s which are in like ni.in- 
n e r  attributed to Democritus. Diogenes Laertius 
attem pts an exposition of some of his leading doc- 

; tr in e -.”
• [This is the am ount o f what is known histori

cally of Leucippus. I t will be seen that tlie cotn- 
niuiiicatiun corrects a must Important error in that 
history, and makes known the fa t that the 
atom ic theory of creation was-■•understood, almost 
a s  well as it is now, perhaps a thousand years be
fore the Christian era (so-called.) He claims, In 
h is  communication, that lie was even asearlv.as 4-5 
l i .  C., acquainted with t he trut li made manifest to a 
certainty  by the facts o f  Modern .Spiritualism, 
th a t m atter is going through a continuous process 
o f  refinement, fitting it for the development of 
h igher forms of life and intelligence. The com
m unication is truly-, profound-and worthy the 
g reat spirit m ind .from whom it emanated’. No 
g rea te rn o r  more pregnant tru th  was ever uttered 
th an  that Religion serves no o ther purpose than 
to  hind people together against progression.” Can 
any  one, Bros. Buchanan and Peebles esiieçially 
included; deny th a t aphorism, in the lighkof the 
past history of the  world?. We defy them to do 
- i t—E d.]' ’ ' ■ .

vant of them. Kings are not half so apt to be ty 
rants as their people are to become slaves. I  was 
not a tyrant, although I  was bigoted, I  will admit. 
Being placed in a commanding position, and the 
rule requiring obedience in the  way of justice, I 
quite as often decided according to my feelings as 
I did according1 to my reason. But I. have dis
covered one thing in spirit life, and th a t is, that a 
man can feel a great deal more under some cir
cumstances than he thinks. Some'of my best acts 
were done when I  was governed by my feelings 
rather than by my judgment. Judgm ent is 
stern, cruel and exacting, and it m ust of necessity 
be so, as long as you are, in your mortal state, sur
rounded by the natural conditions amid which 
you are born and live. The judge who sits upon 
the bench becomes hardened against some of the 
finest feelings. Intellectuality rightly conducted 
makes a noble man, but let those high gifts be 
dwarfed by lack of proper-education, and turned 
toward criminal aims in life, and those God-be
stowed gifts become a curse to him  and to his fel
low-man, by making the lower order of criminals
subservient to his purposes. I t is the ancient 
story of Lucifer and Eve enacted over again. Lux
ury and licentiousness prevailed when I was in 
the mortal form, and as the king was liable to be 
corrupted sooner than his subjects, I did not es
cape tha t misfortune. The religious panderers to 
my vicious desires in the capacity of priests ought, 
more properly, to have been called pimps. No 
name can be too bad to applv to a  man, or to a 
class of men, who set themselves-up to interpret 
the voice of God, when they are no more than 
embassadors of Hell, leading man from his natural 
safe condition to trust in them , by pandering to 
his worst passions and m aking him not only a 
violator of that which is just, but enslaving his 
mind as a spirit. I  warn all mortals, and especially 
those in power, against surrendering their judg
m ent to the influence of priests, for it is the gen
erations yet unborn who will suffer for this, and 
go out in a night of blood. I lived 330 years be
fore the Christian era. I was king of Sparta. My 
name was Eudamidas.

[We take the following regarding Eudamidas 
from Sm ith’s Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biog
raphy.—  E d.]

“Two kings of Sparta bore the name of Euda
midas. Eudamidas I.was the younger son of Archi- 
damas III., and succeeded his brother Agis III. in 
B. C. 330. The exact length of his reign is.uncer- 
tain, but it was probably about 30 years./P lutarch 
records some sayings of Eudam idas which be
speak his peaceful character and policy, which is 
also attested by Pausanias.”

[ It  was the spirit of this gentle and well mean
ing king, that comes back to testify to the almost 
fatal error lie committed in allowing hiniHelf t,o be 
misled into corrupt and licentious practices, by 
pandering priests. Priestcraft has been in all 
ages thesam e. T here is nothing too low nor vile, 
in order to secure to themselves the advantages 
which they have held over their fellow men. 
W hen will this monstrous’evil en d ?—E d]

doubt hé wag a Therajteutic follower of Arnmo- 
nius Saccas, and.-if not him self initiated in the  
Eleusinian mysteries, had learned from the writ
ings of Ammo'nius Saccas thé  facts th a t he sets 
forth. Truly, thë  key to the  mysteries of all re li
gions, has been placed in our hands f ro m 'th e  
sp irit world, and secret cham ber after secret chani-.; 
her is being opened with it never to be closed again; 
We deeply regret that tim e and space will not ad» 
m it of a more extended notice of th is undoubtedly 
genuine and truthful communication.—E d.]

sv  E udam idas, (King of Sparta.)
I  will give you my salutation in these words. All 

h a ll!  our God-Sol—the Sun. I even now believe’ 
h e  is the  only Son of the Supreme Reason that 
you  mortals will ever kuow w W hen  here I  was 
ii king, and I  often asked m yself in thought, 
w he ther it was a curse or a blessing to have that 

"distinction. I  was somewhat of a fatalist, and as 
I  could not command conditions, I  became a ser-

Symmachus (A Grecian Statesman and Orator.) 
W ell, Sin:—

You have, I th ink , a paper among you Spiritual- 
ists called Light fo r  AH. T hat ought to be my 
salutation. In mortal life I was an orator, also a 
writer, and I  wrote against the Christians. Now 
when „a man writes against anything it is a proper 
question to ask, W hat .are your reasons for doing 
so? In  my case they may b ese t forth under 
three heads. First, because I knew there waH no 
learned Christian but who must have known, on 
investigation, that the religion called Christian is 
but a duplication of the Eleusinian m ysteries,and 
that those mysteries embody every dogma :e t 
forth by the Christian priests. Secondly, because 

| I knew that those mysteries were remodeled by 
Ainmonius Saccas,and that the doctrines that the 
Christians were teaching were not the  doctrines 

j  of their Jesus,hut were the teachings of Ammonius 
j Saccus; and were Therapeutic doctrines. Thirdly, 
j Theod*tius a Christian Emperor or Pope, after my 
! time, had 27,000 rolls of papyrus destroyed that 
I contained the very doctrines th a t prove that 
j those m ysteries of ancient Greece were the 
j  original parent of the Christian religion.
| Fear was predominant—truth was not considered 

t hen. Spies and informers were set to watch your 
houses a t all hours of the day or night, and if they 
could catch yon reading anything ..contrary--to the 
prevailing faith your life had to pay the forfeit,' I 
nave nothing tu do as a spirit with those who 
were in this bond of iniquity, when I was in mor
tal form; but I th ink  it is no more than, my duty 
as a . spirit to enlighten you as to a spirit 
as to the acts of priestly forgery in my 
day. There are three things that govern a 
spirits happiness, as far as 1 have learned—love, 
charity-, and justice to yourself. You sit in judge
ment upou your im perfections'and becoming en
lightened seek to correct them through your own 
inward consciousness of what is best for you. I 
lived about 220 A, D. They have classed'me as an- 
Ebionite Christian. To define my truepo-ition lean  
come no nearer to it tliaii to say 1 was what you 
are—a .Spiritualist, to all-in ten ts and purposes. 
As it is hard to express our ancient names through 
the medium I -will spell mine as o n eo f theversions 
of the Old Testament was attributed to me; but it 
was a forgery. I had nothing to do with it. I t  
was Lysimachus .who lived a t Constantinople 
about A. D. 270 who was the author of that 
version.
■ [We translate the  following, regarding Syimna- 
chtis, front the Nouvellc Biographic Generali:.— Ed.) ■ 

“ Synimachus, an interpreter of the Old Testa
ment, born ' in Samaria in .the latter i i a l f  of the 
second century. From being a Jew  lie became a 
Christian, but embraced the E bionitedoctrine of 
Christianity. After the Septiiagint Greek , ver
sions of the Old Testament had been made, the 
One by Aquila, the  Other by Theodotian, he still 
undertook the same difficult task. His version dif
fers in many places from that of .his predecessors. 
Notwithstanding, it was held in high esteem, and 
several Fathers, St. Jerome among others, have 
had recourse to it, and have cited, it, regarding it 
as the clearest, the most faithful and the most ele
gant of all. According to Theodore of Heraclea, 
it would be, on the contrary, that in  which the 
original had been the worst rendered. The slight 
fragments of it that are extant have been repro
duced in the Hexuples of Origeu. Symmaclius is 
also the author of a commentary on the Gospel 
of St. Matthew, w ritten from the Ebionite view of 
that book.” __

[H ere we have another spirit- returning and 
correcting the historical account of himself." He 
says he was not a Jew nor an Kbionite Christian, 
nor yet a Pagan, but a Spiritualist, and that he 
wrote against the  Christians. T here  can be little

P omi’onius M ela , (A Roman Geographer.)
I  was a geographer, and lived at the time it is 

said th e  Christian Saviour lived. I  travelled in 
and exam ined many countries. T here was none 
of those countries but what had their Saviours at 
th a t time. I  th ink that the tendency of religion 
was then  from the old to the new, lout I  cannot 
say that the new was an improvement on the old. 
I t  had, to me, more *he appearance of retrogres
sion than  progression. I cared not for religion, 
but valued tru th  wherever I found it. W h a t was 
good in religion I accepted; what was good for 
nothing, or invented by priests; I had' nothing to 
do with. T here was one thing that embraced all 
my religion, and that was my conviction that God 
w as'the universal life and that I was hut one ex
pression of that life. Therefore, I did not fear 
the  consequences to myself. I knew I would get ex
actly what I deserved. W hen I became a spirit I 
found thataction , with a real, purpose for improve
m e n t 's  the  motive power to spirit progression. 
In  spirit, if you stand and bewail your fate, you 
suffer the same as you would as a mortal, under 
tha t mode of ¡seeking happiness. If you are up, 
active and doing, then the spirit-life is a life of 
happiness. I met with one strange thing, in my 
travels, and tha t was the fact that the goddess 
Diana, A. D. 54, was worshipped as the prevailing 
God at Antioch, and that there were no Christians 
there  at that time. I spent three months there, 
and found n o n e ; and .1 know that neither at A n
tioch, nor at Ephesus, nor at Athens, nor at Rome 
was there  any person who knew anything about 
the  man called Paul, at that time. As a spirit, I 
have investigated the subject, to find who this 
Paul was, and who do you th ink  I found him to 
be? He was none other than the Cappadocian 
Saviour, Apollonius of Tyana. Apollonius has 
told me himself, in spirit-life, that he wrote the 
so-called Christian Epistles to., his followers. I 
ask no man to accept this because ijt comes from j 
myself, hut I know, as a spirit, that it is t r u e ; and | 
if it is not found out to be so in this generation, it j 
will be in the  next. I died about A. D 1)0. I was i 
a native of Spain, at that time a province of the 
Roman empire.”

[W e take the following facts concerning M0L1 
from Sm ith’s Dictionary o f Greek and Roman Biog
raphy.— E d.]

“ Pomponius Mela, the first Roman author who 
composed a formal treatise on -geography; From  

.one passage in his work we learn tha t lie was 
born a t a town situated on the b ty of Agesirus, 
and the name of the place seems to have been 
Tigentera or Cingentera. From a second passage 
it is highly probable tha t he flourished under the 
em peror Claudius ; but a t all events it is certain 
tha t he must have written after the campaigns of 
Augustus in Spain, for lie speaks of the ancient 
qi as having been ennobled li 

Ctcsarea,
Jr as having been ennobled by the appellation of 

and mentions two towns in the country 
of Cantabri which had been named after their 
conqueror. Beyond these particulars our know 
ledge does not extend. * * *

‘•Commencing at the straits of Hercules with 
M auritania he passes on in regular order to Nu- 
midia, Africa Proper, the Cyrenaica, Egypt, Ara
bia, Syria, Phmuicia, Cilicia, Pamphylia, Lycia, 
Caria, Ionia, Aeolis, Bithvnia, Paphlagoniu, the 
Asiatic mil ions on the Euxine, and the Palus 
Mieotis, European Scythia, Thrace, Macedonia, 
Greece, 'the Peloponesus, Epirus, Illyricum, Italy 
from the head of the Adriatic round by Mugno 
Grecia to the Ligurian gulf, Gallia Narbonnen- 
sis, and the Eastern coast of Spain. The tour of 
the  M editarian being now completed, a chapter is i 
devoted to its islands. Passing beyond the straits i 
w e stretch along the Western coast of Spain, the i 
W estern coast of Gaul, the islands of the Northern 
Ocean, Germ any.Sarm atia, the shores of the Cas
pian, the Eastern Ocean and India, the Mare 
•Rtibrum and its two gulfs, the Persian and Arab
ian, vEihiopia ami Mauritania, bordering upon the 
Atlantic, which brings him  round to the point 
from which lie started. * - * *
|  ‘‘As might be expected in a tract which consist
ed chiefly ol proper names the tex t is often exces
sively ami hopelessly corrupt, but the style is 
sim ple and perspicuous; the Lalinity is pure; all 
the  best authorities accessible at tha t period, 
.especially Eratosthenes, appear to have been care
fully-consulted, and although .everything is com
pressed, lie finds opportunity to make observa
tions oh many tilings that lie met with."

[H ere we have another spirit, a noted w riter 
who lived, and thoroughly observed, and investi
gated all subjects of general interest’ during the 
very time that it is said that Jesus, the Christian 
Saviour, was on the earthy and that related to the 
scenes of his fictitious efforts.. Especially did he 
note the m atters relating to the religions of the  
Various countries in which lie travelled and of 

'.which' lie wrote. He tells us that as.late as 44 A. 
D. lie spent three months at Antioch where the 
goddess Diana was the only deity worshiped and 
th 'a tm erew ere  no Christians there at that time. 
He'testiffeiLequally positively th a t he knows that, 
When lie lived; there was no one a t .'Antioch, 
EphesuS, Athens nor Rome, who.had ever seenor 
knew  any thing about the man named Paul. Now 
it will be remembered tha t the first mention made 
of Paul, as a historical character is in  the book 
called “The Acts of the  Apostles," Chap. VII., 58. 
I t is not said who he was or why he is there in tro 
duced. This is exceedingly strange if  Paul was 
truly  a historical character. Tropi tha t time he is 
made the central figure of what is called the New 
Testament, Jesus him self being put in the  shade 
by Rim . H e is first made to figure as a  terrible 
persecutor of Christians. Why no mention of any  
Christians as existing a t that day, nor of Paul th e ir  
terrib le persecutor,was made by contemporaneous 
w riters, no Christian w riter has ever explained. 
Miraculously convinced of his error, as is alleged 
in  “The Acts,” Paul became the foremost Chris
tian  in the world, not even excepting StfPeter, the 
rock on which the Christian Church was built. 
In  Chap. X III . of The Acts, verse 1, it  is said: 
“ Now there were in the church tha t was at A n
tioch certain prophets and teachers * * As 
they  m inistered to the  Lord, and fasted, the Holy 
G host said, separate me Barnabas ami Saul, for 
th e  work whereunto I  have called them .” This 
was the  source p f Paul’s authorization to speak for

the Holy Ghost. I f  there  was no Christian 
Church in Antioch a t that time, then the Chris
tian mission of Paul is without support. The 
Spirit of Pomponius Mela says th a t there  was no 
such church, as late as 44 A. D:, a t Antiooh, and 
his statem ent being in accord with contemporary 
history, is undoubtedly trüe. But stilijtoore sig
nificant is his statem ent th a t no person at 
Antioch, Ephesus, A thens or Rome ever heard 
of Paul, wno is represented to  have figured so 
prominently, at the time when he lived and wrote, 
at those centres of religions thought and agitation. 
Contemporaneous history also confirms this state
m ent of Mela. But the most pregnant point of 
his testimony is the fact, that ins researches as a 
spirit had led him to the certain discovery, that 
Apollonius of Tyana was the .Saul of Tarsus, after
wards the Apostle Paul of the Christian epistles. 
Mela tells us the Spirit of Appollonius had told 
him personally that he was the author of the 
Christian epistles attributed to Paul. No Chris
tian writer tells us why Saul of Tarsus was also 
called Paul. We strongly suspect that in accord
ance with the prevailing tendency to pious frauds, 
on the part of the founders of Christianity, 
the name of the author of the Epistles was spelled 
Paul, to conceal the identity of Apollonius as the 
author, which would have been apparent had the 
name been spelled Pol, as it should have been, 
that being a common abréviation of the names 
Apollo ami Appolonius. In view of the fact that 
neither the medium, Mr. Jam es, through whom " 
that communication was given; nor ourself, who 
wrote it down as it was given, ever heard of Potn- 
ponius Mela; it is impossible to reasonably ques
tion its am henticity. Truly is the light coming 
from spirit life to dispel al l darkness.—E d,

K atharina V on Bora, (Purporting to be the Wife 
of Martin Luther.)

Goon Aeteunoon:—
Different from other controls, I will tell who I 

am in the beginning, so that I  will not be inter
fered witli in giving my name (by these Catholic 
influences) a t the end. W hat strength I have I  
will utilize at the start. My maiden name was 
Katharine Von Bora. I was the wife of M artin 
Luther. As you are well aware, I was a nun, and 
revolting from the Catholic Church, became the 
wife of M artin Luther. I became his wife by 
force of circumstances, and not from love. He 
was too stern and harsh in his nature to inspire a 
woman with love, for he claimed noihing but 
strict obedience. But I admired my husband. . By 
the Catholics of my day I was left in peace, com
paratively speaking, until after the death of my 
husband, when the whole tide of revenge turned 
upon m e; ami m any  times during the remainder 
of my life, when I had finished one.scant meal, I 
knew not w here '.the  next would come from. 
There never can lie a reunion o f M artin Luther 
and niyself in  spirit-life, There is no affinity be
tween us whatever. Ilis feelings, as a spirit, are 
those of indomitable hatred and revenge, but my 
aspiratious'ure necessarily-governed by the law of 
love. I cannot, nor do I wish to see the scenes of 
blood and carnage enacted over again on the mor
tal plane-of life which followed L uther’s career. 
I  would “prefer anything to a return  of those dark  
days: not that for a m o m en t would I hesitate to 
give my life over again, or suffer the bitterest per
secutions, if I could effect any good therebv. As 
a spirit, 1 still want to help the suffering and those 
in adversity. But oh 1 sir, I am no friend of the 
sword! Let us have the truth to conquer through 
love, not blood. These are the  sentim ents of a 
spirit who had- a stormy life^and who is anxious 
to promote any movement for the benefit of mor
tals and spirits, so that it can be done without sac
rificing life. I will try and come again. I died in 
1552. I left W ittenberg on account of the plague, 
and went to Torgati, Germany.”

[We take the following sketch of Katharina 
from the American Oycloptedia. —E d.]

" K atharina von Bora, the wife of M artin Lu
ther, was born at Loban, near Merseberg, January 
29, 1499, died at Torgati December 20, 1552. In  
her youth she was placed in the Cistercian convent 
of Nimpt8chen, near Grimma, in Saxony. Here 
she read some of the works of Luther, which in 
spired her with great enthusiasm, and she applied 
to him for aid in leaving the cloister. Through 
the instrumentality- of Leonhard Koppe, a native 
ofi Torgati, Luther succeeded in securing the es
cape of K atharina am i eight companions on the 
night of April 4th, 1523, They fled first to Tor- 
gau, then to W ittenberg. As their parents refused 
to take Xhein home, Luther provided for them as 
best lie could. .-Some of them found employment 
as teachers,-others married. K atharina became 
an inmate" of-the... house of the  burgomaster of 
W ittenberg, and June 13, 1525, L uther married 
her. Alter his deatli she had the friendship and 
aid of Christian III., King.of Denmark, and Jolui 
Frederick of ¡Saxony. ¡She left three sons and two 
daughters.”

[We do not.regard that communication as clearly 
authentic. I t  bears many.ear-marks of Jesuit in 
fluence from -beginning to end. We have given 
it, as we do all that comes through Mr. James, for 
what it is worth to discrim inating reuders. We 
regard all undoubted spirit communications as 
equally instructive, whether they are true or 
false; provided, always, that they are critically 
weighed and stand the test of the  most searching 
investigation. I t is for that reason that we test 
all communications,.come from whom they may, 
by every light that can bo throw n upon them. 
We cannot but believe that the communication is 
from a Jesu it enemy of Luther, an d ,th a t it does 
the grossest injustice to botli the  spirit of Luther 
and that of his beloved a n d , honored wife: We 
know, by freqtient interviews with the spirit of 
Martin L uther, that he is not the  hating, revenge
ful spirit that this communication represents him  
to.be, and his widow was not left in indigent cir
cumstances. There were manifestations in taking 
control of the medium that at once placed us on 
ou tguard . Try the spirits. Keep trying them.— 
E d.]

R ev. B asil B arry, (Cumberland, Md.)
G ood A fternoon, S ir :—An old fool is the worst 

of fools, and I claim myself to have been such, on 
reasonable grounds. I  became a methodist preach
er of the  word. I read my -Bible faithfully, but, 
as a spirit, I  doubt very much if I understood it. 
As a mortal, I lived to the age of 85 or 86 years. 
As a spirit, I will give the tru th  as I  find it. I 
have been in all kinds of heavens, if you can call 
them such. In  fact my adventures as a spirit 
would fill a book if  related. Travel w ith me in 
thought as a spirit. The first and foremost retreat 
of mortal man as a spirit is the  Mahomedan para
dise, by reason of the sensuality on which it is 
built. Next, you see a dark atm osphere in which

i



'.h

[MARCH 5, M. s. 33.] - tflNOD A ÏJ D  M A T T E R .  3
th e re  is no sunlight, and you hear a perfect babel 
of sounds and see innumerable temples. There 
all k inds of traflc, similar to what you see upon 
the  mortal plane, are conduc* ed. T hat is the 
heaven of the  Chinesp people, ami it is a reflec-» 
tion of China. Balancing on the o ther side you 
hear solemn music—strains that m ake your flesh 
creep. You see splendid temples and magnificent 
display and you ask: “W hat place is th is?” This is 
the  heaven of Catholicism. You may ask how long 
these heavens shall continue. JYour learned guide 
will tell you, " Untill the...diy rot of monotony 
has driven all spirits frouyhem .” I might go on 
describing thousands of sudh places, all embody
ing one idea, which may be expressed in these 
Words: Mortal man, you make your own heavep 
and your own hell. To all who knew me in mor
ta l life I would 8ay: stop and consider what 1 
have said. The Methodist religion is but an illu
sion of tile mind, as all the other sectarian relig
ions are. T he only hope for the  redemption of 
mortals' and spirits is in free thought and free 
communion w ith the spirit world. Beware how 

ou put stumbling blocks in the  way of your 
rethren. J  departed this life in the latter part 

of 1877, a t Cumberland, Maryland, and my name 
was Basil Barry, reverend, so-called.

Susan B. U steck, (Bucks County, Pa.) ¡.
G ood A fternoon, Sir :—I  know tha t I am here 

as real as ever I was when living in the mortal 
body. I  cannot connect my ideas. I cannot get 
th e  first names that I want, but Taylor is the last 
name. H e is at Buckingham, Bucks countv. I 
desire to thank  him for administering so justly on 
my effects. As he has acted so honestly and con
scientiously by me he will not fail of getting his 
reward as a spirit. I am glad my mortal .affairs 
are settled. A b to religion I have not found it of 
any use to me. Each one of you must be saved 
through your moral action and charitable deeds. 
In  fact love and kindness in the mortal life is the 
best means to happiness in the spirit life. Almost 
all religions are made for this side of the grave. 
You cannot know God as a spirit. The Infinite 
Spirit is so immense—so grand—tha t it is impos
sible to comprehend it. The best prayer that you 
can offer to God is not in erecting churches, but 
in -k ind  actions towards one another. My name 
was Susan B. Usteck.

A Happy Meeting.
M emi’iiis . M o., Jan. 29th, M. S. 33.

To the Editor .of Mind and Matter :
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Butler, of th is v ic in ity -  

warm friends and patrons of M ind  and M atter— 
have recently buried all that was mortal of their 
only children—two bright and promising sons. 
They were victims of diphtheria. Roy, aged 
eleven years,.escaped from the material form on 
the  23d of November, after an illness of a few 
days, and Otto, of th irteen  years, five days later, 
on the 28th.

Roy was skeptical in regard to Spiritualism, 
while Otto waB a firm believer.

W hen it became evident tha t Otto would soon 
rejoin his brother, his parents apprised him of 
the ir fears, and  asked him how he felt about going. 
H e replied tha t, for their sakes, he would rather 
get well and stay, but that if he could net, he 
could be  company for Roy. He rem arked to his 
m other th a t they could no longer help her wash, 
bu t that she would not have so much to wash 
after they were gone.

W hat thoughtfulness and abnegation of self in 
one so young!

He inquired of Mr. B aker,h  kind and sympa
thetic neighbor, if he had ever lost any children. 
Mr. B. replied that he had lost a little girl. 
“ W hat was her name ?” asked Otto. Being told, 
he said he would try to find h e r  and send back 
word to him.

Having been at Mr, Butler’s very often, for two. 
or three years past, and, become warmly attached 
to Otto and ltoy, I attended a seance a t Mr. 
M ott’s, on .the evening of the second day after 
Otto’s death, hoping to meet them for my own 
gratification, ob well as to be able to so report to 
th e ir  bereaved parents.

My wife greeted me as usual (as well as several 
others), and I  inquired after the boys. She said she 
had  seen th em  since they entered the spirit life, 
bu t that then  they were at home, adding, “ Tell 
Mr, and Mrs. Butler not to mourn for them, as 
they  will often be with them.”

Here I rem arked th a t I lmd hoped to see them. 
(But did not, after that, as they were throe utiles 
away.)'

I  was called to the aperture several times dur
ing the evening, and at the last one I saw some 
one far back in the cabinet, but so indistinctly 
that 1 did not recognize him, although I saw it to 
be one I had never met there before. To the 
question, “ W ho is i t? ” he made no reply, but ap
proached me, and I soon distinctly saw it to he 
Otto, and exclaimed, “ It is O tto!” He bowed 
twice, but although he made an effort, he could 
■not speak to be understood. He then readied 
through the  aperture, patted me on the forehead, 
and vanished.

I soon after saw his parents and related what I 
had witnessed, which wTas of course a satisfaction 
to them. They had intended from the first to 
visit M ott’s as soon as Mrs. Butler’s strength and 
circumstances would permit. They have now 
done so, and relate their joyful interview with 
their darling boys.
. A t their first appearance they were unable to 

speak much. After they retired, Dr. Reed—one 
of the band—parted the curtains, thriist his arm, 
shoulder and face into the circle room, beckoning 
Mr. and Mrs. B. to him“, and said their sons would 
appear again, and. th a t he would do all he could 
to enable them  to speak. They soon reappeared 
and succeeded in m aking themselves under
stood.

Otto assured them tha t it was none other than 
him self th a t I  saw; th a t .Mrs. Young came after 
him  and accompanied him to the circle. He re 
quested his parents to give his respects to his 
teacher, ami to Mr. Baker, and told him that lie 
had seen his little daughter; that she was happy, 
and sent her love to him. etc.

He also spoke of myself, and as the  boys well 
know my frugivorous proclivities—as I have had 
iny supply of apples for two or three years from 
their father’s orchard, of the finest varieties—they 
requested him  to send me a peck of apples in be
half of each, as presents from them.

Roy assumed his father that he believes in spirits 
now,

Mr. and Mrs. B. say tha t Otto and Roy used the 
same familiar terms and phrases tha t they used to 
do in their private home circle before they passed 
o n ; that all seemed so natural, that, for the titne, 
they almost forgot their bereavement.

Steph en  Y oung.

I wish you could nil go to Grandpa’s,
The nicest place under the sun

For all of you good little children 
Who really love frolic nnd fun,

Now Grandpa’s is far in the country,
Away from the city so grand;

There’s grass, and a lake, Hiid an orchard; 
And m y! such a big hill of sand.

Not dirt like we have in the city,
But sand that’s so clean nnd so white

One can roll in it over nnd over,
And not soil Ills clothes a mite. fi

Such fine limes we have out at Grandpn’s 
With horses to drive and to ride,

And boats that we row the lake over 
To homes on the opposite side.

We help feed the cattle and chickens,
From pasture we drive home the sheep,

We wander through valley, cross brooklets, 
And run up and down the hills steep.

I’ve told a good deal about Grandpa’s 
But naught of the good people there;

You jlist ought to see my dear grandpa, 
Witli his beautiful silver gray hair.

And grandma, the sweetest old lady 
That ever the sun shone upon !

1 know that you’d love them both dearly, 
I’m sure that you would, ev’ryone.

And then there arc auntie nnd uncle,
My cousins Ned, Henry and Kate,

Whose pleasures and pranks in the country, 
I could not begin to relute.

In Summer when comes pur vacation 
Let’s haste from the city's loud noise;

There’s always n welcome at Grandpa’s 
For nice little girls and good buys.

The Story of King Midas.
This King Midas was a very rem arkable person, 

chiefly because he once had all the gold he asked 
for, and found a great deal more than lie wanted ; 
and this was the way in which it happened :

He was King of Lydia, a country in Asia, south 
of the Sea of Marmora, in wjuit. is now known on 
th e  maps as Turkey in Asia. One day he was 
d riv ing  in his chariot and came upon some peas
an ts  by the  wayside, jeering and making fun of an 
o ld  man who was more than half drunk, and had 
lost his way among the m ountains. King Midas 
was kind hearted, so he stopped his chariot, dis
persed the peasants and took the old man, wiio 
could not tell him who he was nor where lie came 
from, home to the palace. ... 1

The people in those days had many gods, and 
th is  old m an proved to be Silenus, the teacher and 
friend of Bacchus, who was the  god of wine and 
revelry.

W hen Bacchus came to look for Silenus, and 
found th a t he had been so well cared for, lie was 
greatly pleased with K ing Midas, and bade him 
ask for whatever boon heqliose, and it should be 
granted by his father, Jup iter, who was the chief 
o f  all the gods.

Midas begged to have the power given him to 
tu rn  into gold ail tha t he  touched. The god 
granted his request, and then, accompanied by 
Silenus, took hi* leave.

There were no bounds to Midas’ delight, and he 
could scarcely wait until h is guests had departed, 
such was his impatience to try his new power. 
Then lie grasjied a  great stone image which stood 
in the entrance-hall, and passed his hands over it. 
Jov! it became hard, yellow g o ld !

W hat wealth, what power was now his I His 
ships'Should cover the seas, his arm ies should 
conquer the world! Ilispalaces, which he should 
build, should lie wonders of the  world.

He walked through tho palace, turn ing  every
th ing  into gold as he touched it, and feeling more 
trium phant a t each fresh proof of his power. 
W hat o ther king had chairs an d  tables of solid 
gold!

The wealthiest monarchs had, a t most, only that 
which was overlaid with the precious metal. He 
would be the most powerful as the richest king in 
a ll the earth .

I t  was now high noon, and he was athirst. A 
basket of fruit stood near him, and lie tried to 
take a fig from it. Lo! it turned to solid gold in 
his hands; a cluster of grapes, and the same thing 
happened.

“Kring wine!" lie called, to his wondering cup
bearer.

The slave obeyed, but when th e  red wine 
touched the' king’s lips it hardened into gold, and 
he  could not drink it.

“ W ater!” he gasped; but that; too, changed into 
gold ere lie could ewailow it.

“D inner is served, my lord king,” said the mas
te r  of ceremonies.

King Midas lay down on pillowy which 
hardened into gold under his touch. (They luy on 
couches a t table in those days, instead of sitting 
up to eat, as people now do).

When he tried to eat, the food—birds, fish, veni
son, pastry, fruit and melons—all' turned into gold 
a t  his touch.

T ie hungered, but he could not eat go ld ; he 
thirsted, b u t  the precious m etal could not quench 
his th i r s t . ',

" Take it aw ay!" lie said _to the slaves, who pit
ied him in spite,of his splendor, though they did 
not dare to say so.

And then , as the king sat silent and troubled, 
his little daughter caifre in to see him.

This little  daughter was the  joy of his heart, his 
special darling and pet, and the attendants "had 
brought her to him  now, knowing th a t he was ill 
a t ease, and hoping that she m ight cheer him.

She came bounding in, and he held out his 
hands to keep her off. She did not understand 
the  gesture—how could sh e?  H er father had 
never repulsed her before—60 she ran straight 
into his arms, and clung around his neck.

He took her in his hands to set her down, 
when, h o rro rs ! he held only a golden image in 
place of his child. She, too, had turned  into solid 
gold! , ■

He laid the precious burden down on the golden 
couch, and bade his servants bring forth his char
iot ; then, clasping what had  been his daughter in 
his arms, he drove for weary miles, to the  nearest 
temple of the god whose gift had brought him so 
much sorrow.

There he knelt before the altar, praying that the 
fatal gift m ight be revoked.

" I have learned, oh, great Bacchus,” thatfgold 
is not the chief blessing of life ! I perish of hun
ger and thirst, and I bring my child, who is mine 
no longer. Pity, me and take back the boon for 
which I so foolishly asked in my ignorance.” -

"T ake thy  child," answered the voice from the 
altar, “ and go thou and bathe in the River Pac- 
tolus, so »halt thou be as other men ! Thou hast 
learned that gold is not the only thing to be de
sired. Learn, also, that one should do good for 
its own sake alone.”

So Midas went his way to the River Pactolus, 
which was the chief river of his dominions, and, 
with his golden daughter in his arms, he plunged 
into its depths.

He sapk under the heavy burden, but as the 
waters closed over his head, liis child was restored 
as of old, and the two rose to the surface.

“ Take h e r!” 'lie cried to his Blaves, and then he 
bathed thoroughly in the cool waters.

Thus the power to change into gold all that he 
touched was taken away from him. But, as he 
bathed in the river, it is said that, by his touch, 
much of th e  water and the sands of the river 
which he touched as he bathed were changed 
into gold, and to this cause the ancients ascribed 
the large quantity of gold which has ever since 
been found in that stream .— Golden Days.

KIND WORDS. '

John H. McPherson, Allenville, Mo., writes, re 
m itting for one vears subscription, “God bless you 
in your noble efforts for the right.

Griffith Golden—Port Kennedy Pa writes; re
newing subscription—" for another year.” “Hav
ing been a reader of vonr valuable paper for the 
past year, I must say that it contains more infor
mation which is of material interest to the reader 
than any o ther paper.”

James Mag ness, Sour Lake, Texas, with rem it
tance for the  Alfred James defence fu n d : “ I t is a 
cause in which all true Spiritualists should show 
their colors. I regard Mr. James as the  most im-

ortant medium living. Present him  with my
est. wishes for success in defeating the enemies of 

tru th  and justice.”

Phil. E. Bennett, DelVitt, Michigan, renewing 
subscription, writes: “ I like your paper very 
m uch; it gives all mediums an equal chance. 
Thev can’t be protected any too much. Had it 
not been for them, I don’t know what would have 
become of me; I  hope you may live long to help 
our beautiful philosophy.” .

Mrs. Mabelle Hanson, of Bowling Green, Mo., 
w rites: “ Your paper is as welcome a s a d e a r  
friend. As I am obliged to live a very secluded 
life, I often wish for some one to enjoy the feast 
with me, and to converse upon the subject which 
lies nearest my heart. Most of all do I desire to 
have my friends nnd neighbors informed in these 
matters,” etc.

Fidel H err, Perrinsville, rem itting for subscrip
tion renewal, writes: “I am very much delighted 
in the true liberty* that the Editor of M ind and 
M atter talks of sifting the irrational from the 
rational in  spiritualism. I t is to my mind the 
deepest all pervading standpoint for truly sane 
human beings. Your last number, February ft, is 
really rich in this particular. I hope you will 
prosper in bringing all investigators to the plat
form of tru th  and reason.”

Mrs. Gordie Y. Sale, Dlllnboro’, Ind., w rites: 
During the past year I have several times seen 
copies o f your piiper, and thought that w as'the 
spiritual paper for me. I have been wanting to 
take one for several years; took the Religio, the  
last year of Mr. Jones’ earthly life. I get very 
littleo f the  bread of life here. Of the grand tru th  
of Spiritualism it,is not faith, but knowledge, th a t 
is an anchor to mv spirit. Accept the  sympathy 
and fraternal regard of one m o re  human being, 
and send your paper, M ind and Matter, for six 
months.

J. L. Broflit, New Paris, Ohio, rem itting for sub
scription, writes: “ I am glad to find so much 
zeal manifested in defense of the sensitive m e
diums, for of all persons certainly they are the  
most abused, because of their impressible uud 
magnetic conditions, to sense the various auras or 
mental influences of those they come in 
contact with; which makes them  more receptive 
to feel pain or pleasure. I hope Mrs. Dr. A. C. 
Cutter will be able to inaugurate a home and efftet 
a [»ermanent institution for medial development 
and usefulness. A systematic classification of me- 
diumship and united work in circles of like mag
netisms and like media-uniting conditions and 
forces w ould ,‘Penta CoBt’ like, m ake u resurrec
tion of the  dead a vital phenomenon full of sp irit
ual power.”

Alfred James’ Relief Fund.
In  response to our appeal in behalf of Alfred 

James, we take pleasure in acknowledging tha t 
we hat'b received the following amounts from the 
espective contributors:

A .Subscriber, Easton, Pa., $5 00
A Friend, Easton, P a , 2 00
K. M. Adams, Vineland, N. J., « 1 00
Charles Yeukle, Halifax, Pa., 2 00
Peter Karge, Gloucester, N. J., 3 -00.
From a Friend of Mediums, Springi’ld, Mass,, 10 00

“ “ “ Cincinnati, Ohio, 10 (X)
George II. Booth, Lowell, Mass., 50
E. F. Curtis, Farmington, Ohio, 1 00

J .  VV. Van Namee, M.D., Madison, Conn., 1 00 
Thos. Boggs, Melvem, Kan.. 1 00
L. P. Brague, Hillsdale, Mass., 1 00
Mary E. Jaquith, Milford, N. H., , 1 00
B. F. Gaboon, Pleasant Lake, Mass., 50
James Magness, Sour Lake, TexaB, 1 00

Alfred James
Is prepared to answer calls to lecture under spirit 
control, on subjects chosen by the audience or an 
swer questions, or spirits will choose their own 
subjects a t the option of the society, at any point 
within one hundred miles of Philadelphia. For 
full particulars and term s address,

A. J ames,
No. 2, Rear of 1229 Vine St., Philada.,.Pa.

BLACKFOOT’S WORK.

G reatly B en efitted .
Bradford, III., Jan. 7,1881.

Dear S ir :—We ha*fe received and used some o f 
Blackfoot’s magnetized paper and have been 
greatly benefitted by its use, and are disposed to 
give it further trial. I want it for a lady afflicted 
with St. V itus’ dance.

A. A. A bbott.

Sceptics M ust he Convinced ,
W aldron, Mich., Feb. 9th, 1881. 

Dear Sir .'—Enclosed are six 3 ct. stamps, for 
which, send magnetized paper. I am no believer 
in Spiritualism, but the paper is wonderful.

C lark CArly .

Can See B etter.
Mr. BUss— Dear S ir :—Please to send me ano ther 

sheet of magnetized paper. I am no believer in  
Spiritualism, but have worlds of faith in your 
paper. I can 6ee better after using it. My eyes 
are.very bad. I pray they may be healed w ith 
God and your paper. Send immediately. Yours, 
in friendship. M rs. A. H. D rake.

West Salamanca, Cattaraugus Co., N. Y.

Chea p  M edicine and P erfectly W onderful.
Denver, Col., Jan. 25, 1881.

J. A . Bliss— S it  .'—Please send me the value of 
the enclosed dollar in Blackfoot’s magnetized pa
per, in addition to previous order, as I  have some 
friends upon whom my wife and I  want to try  it. 
I t seems perfectly wonderful, the effect it has 
upon my wife. I am determined she shall not be 
without it, as it is the best and cheapest medicine 
we can use.

Long life to you and blessings on Blackfoot, and  
the rest of your band,

Orson B rooks.

Good for Croup.
Milan, Ohio, Feb. 19,1881;

Dear S ir :—The sheet of magnetized paper re
ceived from you gave good sat’sfuction in its use 
for croup in my boy. I t  is not all gone, and more 
is wanted. Enclosed find one dollar, for which 
please send three sheets now, one to boy with 
the croup, who is very nervous; one to mother, 
who is weak and nervous and is passing through 
change of life ; and one to Mrs. N. M. Ilawley, 
Milan, Erie Co., Ohio, a- relative who is insane, 
hut has.recovered partially, and does not sleep 
good. H er husband will put it on her head after 
she bus gone to sleep. Send the two Bhests, and 
the rest once a week as long as pne dollar lasts. ’

M rs. W . W . M oore.

E ntirely C ured.
Muskegon, Mich., Jan. 10 th ,1881.

Dear S ir :  * * * I would here give in my 
testimony in favorot the magnetized paper. I was 
troubled with a week back, and my kidneys were-: 
much nffeeted when I saw the Magnetized Paper 
notice in the  Banner o f Light. I Bent for two 
sheets and when it arrived I felt at once-the 
greatest influence-from spirits and in two days I 
was materially better, and each day after th a t 
the same influence returned until I was entirely 
well and of a truth  I never felt stronger than  I 
did last summer nnd fall. I have done the greatest 
amount of work without trouble and I feel now 
the same influence as I  pen these lines I th ink  it 
must be the same spirit. Thunks to you all.

M ary P reeceil

Confirmation of Spirit Communications.
H olden , Feb. 27, 1881.

To the Editor of Mind nnd Muller:
In yOui1 paper I notice a communication from 

Richard Baxter, which brings to mind one ho 
gave to my wife in the year 1859, through the me- 
diumship o f my daughter-in-law, Fannie A. Dodd, 
when living in tho town of Andover, Mass., in  the  
early stage of her development as a medium. As 
Mrs. Dodd and Fannie were sitting together one 
afternoon, Fannie was .influenced by some appar
ently old gentleman, and Mrs. Dodd says, “ Will 
you please give me your nam e?" the answer was, 
" Richard Baxter.” Then Mrs. Dodd asked i f .he  
wrote the ‘‘ Saint’s Rest” and the “Call to the Un
converted ?” his uilswer was, “ Yes, I wrote those 
hooks and I find they are not true, and I  am very 
sorry they were ever written.” 

i  see the communication is very similar to th e  
one you had, and so thought 1 would inform you 
of it. Yours respectfully,

J ohn M. D odd.

Madison, Conn. Feb. 25,1881. 
Editor M ind and Matter:

Your paper for this week has just reached me. 
The communication from Bishop I. \V. I lobert I 
fully recognize, lie  has been one of my guides 
and lecture controls for the past twenty years. I 
have a large picture of him, drawn by Avella A n
derson, which has been recognized by many who 
knew him  in earth-life^ The communication fully 
expresses his present views. ‘

J. W. Nan Namee, M. D.

' H ancock, Feb. 27, 1881. 
Editor M ind and Matter:

In volume 3, No. 5, appeared a communication 
purporting to be from Rosella L. Benedict. T here  
has been a gent lemun from Starnccu, Pa., here. I 
made some inquiries, and showed the communi
cation to him. He says he was well '.'acquainted 
with a lady who died about that time. H e used 
to go to school with her, and says she had a very 
independent way with her, corresponding w ith 
that of the communication. She was a m arried  
lady ; her maiden name was Shaw.

Yours for T ruth, L evi P orter.

New Indian Controls In Prospect.
A resolution has been offered in the Colorado 

Legislature, proposing to offer a premium of $25 a 
head for scalps of Skunks and Indians.

The worthy member who offered the resolu
tio n -m a y  his name be embalmed in assafoetida— 
is the “distinguished” Mr. Coulter, of Clear Creek. 
A Mr. Lee moved to “chuck” the resolution under 
the table, and it was in due form so 11 chucked.” 
Had the resolution been adopted, w hat a power
ful band of new Indian spirits would have been 
let loose to control the  many new mediums now 
developing I

0
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v»WH0 WAS SAINT PAUL, IF NOT APOLLONIUS OF 
TYANA ?—THE QUESTION ANSWERED.

A  communication from the spirit of Pomponius 
'M ela, published on our second page, has induced 
us to ask the above question, an'd, if possible, to 
answer it. W e will quote freely from McClintock 
and  Strong’s Biblical, Theological and Ecclesiastical 
Cydopiedia. T hat work, under the  title Paul,

. gays: . •
“ Nearly all the  authentic materials for the life 

•of the Apostle Paul are contained in the Acts of 
th e  Apostles and in the  Pauline Epistles. Out of 

. a  comparison of these authorities, the  biographer 
. has to construct his account of the  really impor
t a n t  period-of the  Apostle’s life. The early tradi
tions of the  church appear to have left almost un
touched the  space of tim e for which we possess 
those sacred and abundant sources of knowledge ; 
.and they aim only a t supplying a few particulars 
in  the biography beyond the points at which the 
narrative of tne Acts begins and terminates.

“ The inspired history and the Epistles lie side 
, by side, and are to all appearances quite inde

pendent of one another. I t  was not- the  purpose 
-o f  the h istorian to write a life of Paul, even as 
»much as the  received name of his hook would 
.seem to imply. The hook called the Acts of 
.the Apostle , is an account of the beginning of the 
(kingdom of Christ on the earth. The large space 
w hich the Apostle occupies in it, is due to the im
portant "part which lie bore in spreading that 
kingdom. As to the Epistles, nothing can he 
plainer than tha t they were written without refer
ence to the  history ¡ and there is no attem pt in 
th e  canon to combine them with it so as to form 
w hat we .should call in modern phrase the Apos
t le ’s ‘ Life and Letters.’ W hat amount ofagree- 
anent and what am ount of discrepancy may he uh

tive production, authentic and genuine ;history, 
is the acme of absurdity. For that reason Chris
tian theologians designate the  Acts of th e  Apostles 
“ inspired history,” to distinguish it from genuine 
and authentic 'history. They also designate it 
“ sacred history,” but upon what grounds, they do 
not tell u s .. The author, w hether Luke or some 
one else, does not tell us that he wrote th a t book 
under “ i n s p i r a t io n n e i th e r  does he tell us the 
book is “ sacred." I f  it had been, in his estima
tion, either he would undoubtedly have said so, 
and ju st as undoubtedly would have told us how 
he was inspired, when he was inspired, and by 
whom he was inspired1 to write it. For these 
reasons; and for many others equally cogent, we 
conclude tha t th e “Actsof the Apostles” i3 neither 
authentic, genuine, inspired, nor sacred history. 
In  fact, no history at all.

We have, of late, been receiving inspired his
torical statements through the entranced organ
ism of Alfred James, from returning spirits who 
give names and dates and events of which they 
were personally cognizant, and which, when tested 
by contemporary historical evidence, are found 
to be, not only consistent with what rem ains to us 
of recorded history, hilt often surprisingly ex
planatory of things and events, the recorded evi
dence of which has been either lost or destroyed. 
W e stop here to ask : W hat is “ sacred history ?” 
and why is some history sacred and all o ther his-' 
tory not equally sacred ? History must be a record 
of tru th . I f  so-called historical works are not 
true, they are not history, but untruthful fictions. 
To label anything “ Sacred History” is prim a  facia  
to adm it tha t it will not hear questioning or test
ing as to the truth of the writings so designated. 
Paul will, therefore, not figure as a historical char
ter unless we can find some other and more reli
able data for so concluding, than  can be gathered 
from the Acts of the  Apostles. The so-called Pau
line Epistles make no other reference to the per
sonal history of such a man as Paul, except in the 

'opening verses of each epistle, other than the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, where all th a t is said of 
him, with slight modification, is “ Paul, a servant 
of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated 
unto the gospel of God,” etc., etc. I t  is not pre
tended that there is any more reference what
ever, to Paul, than to Jesus, in any authentic and 
genuine historical record, as,to the persons who, 
and events which figure in the  Bible narratives. 
That, of itself, should suffice to show that the 
Bible has no jnst claim to he regarded as histori
cal authority for anything contained in it; hut 
when that is coupled with the further fact that, 
attem pts were made to give the appearance of 
authenticity to it by altering the historical writ
ings of the period, when some historical mention 
must have, been made of the alleged ..founders of 
Christianity, Jesus and Paul, and their followers, 
if such persons had lived and acted as repre
sented, the  fact becomes certain that, historically, 
none of them had any  existence save in the brain 
of the author Who describes them, and the acts 
attributed to them.

We will now confine our attention to what is 
said of Paul and his doings in the  hook of “ Acts.” 
We again quote McCIintock and .Strong’s Cydopoc? 
(I ¡a:

Baur could have found aompeh better reason

ti was necessarytogive

There can he no doubt I hat the apostle’s name, 
as a Jew, was Saul: hut when or how he received

.a question of the greatest interest and importance, 

.and one upon wliieh various opinions are enter-" 
tained. The most adverse and extreme criticism 
a s  ably-represented by Dr. Baur of Tubingen, who 
.findsso much opposition between what lie holds' 
¡the few authentic Pauline EpLtles and the Acts 
•of the  Apostles, that he pronounces, the h istory 'to  
h e an interested fiction. But his criticism is the 
•very carricature of captioiisness. We have hut to 
im arine i t  to be applied to any history and letters 
o '’ a'-knowledged authenticity, and we feel irre- 
j-i- 'b ly  how arb itrary  and unhisturirai it is. Put
in  aside th is exireiiie view, it is not to lie denied 
ill t difficulties are to he met with in reconciling 
a-imyletely til ■ Acts and the received Epistles of 
Fan!. W hat the solution of such difficulties may 
.lie, w hether there are anv direct contradictions, 
•how far the  apparent differences may he due to 
th e  purpose o f the respective, writers, by what ar
rangem ent all the  facts pre>ented to us may best 
h e ’dove ta iled 'toge ther—these are the various

.•served beiween these independent authorities is i the  Homan name Paul, which lie hears in the Acts
1 of the Apostles from .chapter xiii. fi, which lie 

uses in his Epistles,■aiid by which lie is called by 
Peter, is unknown.”
' That is certainly a very significant fact ; hut it 
is still more significant that it is equally unknown 
why his name was changed from Saul to Paul. 
We hope to he able to throw some light upon 
these “unknown” points before’ we are through. 
We strongly suspect that the original nam e was 

j not spelied Saul hut Sol. , The latter name, in 
i hotli .Hebrew and Greek, was a designation of the 
I Sun, the Orb o’f day, which has been, among all.
| nations, in all ages, the grand object of reverence 
j and worship, as represented or personified by the 
■! highest conception of .human perfectiofi. T he Sun 
I lias been worshipped under the  various names of 

‘  j Ormuxd,Osiris,Bacchus,yE«c.ulapius,;Adonis, Phre-
■ questions which have given so much occupation 
to  the critics and expositors of Paul, ami upon 
«'•me o f 'w h ich  it seems to he yet impossible do 
m m  ve at a decisive conclusion."

S udi is the  foundation upon wjjiclt the histori
c a l  existence of Saul of Tar-us, or Paul the Apos
tle  of the Gentiles, rests. Let us stop right here 
to  inquire som ething about the origin and literary 
n a tu re  of th e  Acts of the Apostles ami the so-called 
'Pauline-Epistles.' The author of the hook called 
th e  Acts of the  Apostles is, by some theologians, 
suppo.-ed to have been Luke, the author of the 
T hird  G ispe l; hut th is supposition is purely con
jectural, th a t book being entirely anonymous. 
W hy this concealment of the  author, if the  book 
js.eitlier au then tic  or genuine? Until tha t ques
t io n -is sufficiently answered, common sense de
m a n d i th a t it should no t be accepted as being 
•either an authentic  or genuine narrative. The 
-real author of it m ust have had some good reason 
for concealing his- identity. W hat was tha t rea
so n , if not to conceal the real nature of his pro
duction? I t  is an  undeniable fact, th a t the author 
•does not p retend to give a narrative of events of 
w h ich  he had personal knowledge, nor did he so 
m uch  as deign to refer to any historical authority 
o f  th e  era, about w hich he  claimed to write, as 
th e  grounds of his statements. To call such an 
anonym ous and  unsupported, and in m àny respects, 
inconsistent, disjointed and manifestly imagina-

hiiH, Apollo, Pollux, Pol, ¡Sol, etc., etc,, Now as it 
was the design of the actual founders of the  Chris
tian religion, to conceal the fact that its whole 
foundation was the ¡Sun worship of the m orean-

than  that, however, for t
A cts; and th a b fy a s j 'tà à tW f g i v e  
Paul some appearance of inavix^p^MnT a Jngtorical 
personage, in order to establish the authenticity 
and genuineness of tHe Epistles wrïtréiùin his 
name. W ithou t-thé Book of Acts thçiré would 
not he a particle of. .anything. } ik e :in ' -historic*! 
m ention of him . It is, therefore, very evident 
tha t a principal object of the  author, was, to sup
ply th a t inexorable necessity. It is not less sig
nificant that the  authorship of Acts.is attributed 
to Luke, of whom nothing more is historically 
known than of Paul or Jesus. The identity of 
Lake with Lucas, is strongly suggestive of lux, the  
latin word for light. As Sau l and Paul were but 
modified spelling of Sol and Pol, which both 
m eant the  Sun ; so it would appear that Luke was 
but a modified spelling of. the name Lucas, the 
etymological root of which was L u x  or light, in 
other words the Sun. I t  will not be much longer 
denied that some very clear light is being thrown 
upon some things that have been very dark .

We will further quote from McCIintock and 
»Strong's Theological Cyclopsedia. I t  says :

“ Paul was a native of Tarsus, a city of Cilicia,
(Acts xxii, 3, etc.,) and was of Jewish descent, of 
the tribe of Benjamin.” ? * *

“ At tha t time, Tarsus was the rival of Athens 
and Alexandria, as a place of learning and*philos
ophical research; but to what e x te n t 'th e  future 
‘Apostle of the Gentiles’ enjoyed the advantages 
of its schools we have no means of accurately de
term ining. * * * I t must be-allowed, how
ever, th a t the mere circumstance of his having 
spent his early years in such a city as Tarsus, 
couid not but exert a very powerful influence on 
the m ind of such a m an-as Paul, in the way of 
sharpening his faculties, refining his tastes, and 
enlarging the circle of his sympathies and affec
tions.”

Is it not a most striking fact, that Apollonius of 
Tyana, an unquestionably historical character, re 
ceived his early education in the same city of Tar
sus. Under the  head of Apollonius, the Encyclo
paedia Britannica, says:

“ Apollonius, surnamed Tyanæus, a Pythagorean 
philosopher, born at Tyana, the capital of Cappa
docia, shortly before the Christian era.” (He was 
horn with the Christian era. and lived to see the 
end of the first century of that era.—E d.) “Ac
cording to his biographer Philostratus, he studied 
gram m ar and rhetoric at Tarsus, under Euthyde- 
mus, bul he soon left tliahgay and luxurious city 
for the  quiet town of Ægie in the  vicinitv, where 
he spent his time in the company of philosophers 
and priests within the Temple of Æsculapiris. 
Among tlieife he met Euxenus, one of the follow
ers of Pythagoras, and from him lie learned with 
enthusiasm the  doctrines of the Samian sage. 
W hile ye t a m ere youth lie renounced all the or
dinary pleasures of life. Abjuring the use of flesh 
and wine, he lived on the simple fruits of the soil, 
w ore no clothing but linen, and no sandals on his 
feet; suffered, his hair to grow, and slept on the 
hard ground. He strictly ob.-erved the Pythago
rean penance of five year’s silence, suffering often 
the  most painful trials of his patience without a 
m urm ur. Philostratus relates so many stories of 
his hero—how on one occasion, for instance lie 
awed an excited populace to silence by the mere 
waving of his hands, how he performed many mi
racles.with a word, and how ne knew all tongues 
w ithout ever having learned them —that some 
have questioned the very existence of Apollonius; 
w hile-others admitting with reason, tne  fact of j 
some such ascetic having lived about this time, 
regard him as a compound of magician, impostor; 
and religious fanatic.

“After spending some tim e in the cities of Cili- 
ciaand Pamphylia, Apollonius extended his travels 
into the East, and wandered on foot over Assyria, 
Persia and India, conversing with Maui, Brah
mins, Gymnosophists and priests, visiting the 
temples, preaching a purer m orality an i religion 
than  he found, and attracting, wherever lie went, 
adm iration and reverence... At Nineveh he met 
Damis, who became his adoring disciple and the 
companion of his journeying«, and left those 
doubtful records of his life which Philostratus 
made use of, and probably improved upon. The 
account of his exploits during his wanderings in 
India, reads like the tales of the Arabian Nights, 
and where Dairiis cannot vouch for having seen 
the  prodigies ,he mentions, he unhesitatingly ad
duces in support of them the  authority of his mas
ter. From his visit to the Hill of Sages (described 
in the th ird  book)' Apollonius returned, an accom
plished. sage himself, able to foretell earthquakes 
and  eclipses, to cure the plague,,to summon spirits 
from the unseen world, and to restore the  dead to 
life. On his return from the  East lie had the 
greatest reverence paid him everywhere by Gre
cian priests and oracles. H e visited Crete and 
Home, where lie astonished the magistrates by- 
raising to life the dead body of a nobfe ladv. 
Spain, Sicily, Egypt, Ethiopia,- Greece and Asia 
Minor; became in time the scenes of h is wander-

raised by his proselytes almost to the  rank of a' 
divinity. I t  is hardly likely, if  Saul, or Paul, of 
Tarsus, was preaching Christianity a t the same 
time and in  the  same region, th a t he should not 
have encountered Apollonius. Now it  will become 
quite clear that, if  Paul and Apollonius were not 
one and the” same person, they  taught the 
same religious doctrines, or so nearly so, as to 
make their teachings identical. We refer to the 
following rem arkable evidence of this fact, fur
nished by one of the epistles in question. We 
cite 1 Corinthians i i i . : 1-6: ■

cient religions, it was necessary to di.-guihe th e j in g s a n d  wonder-workings, and so-distinguished 
equivalent names of Pol and Sol, by spelling them ! lm<l he. become that even during h is  life he was 
Paul a w l Saul. As those names were equivalent'
words, they were both used to disignate the hero 
of the fiction called the Acts of the Apostles. It 
has been justly claimed hv Baur, that the  ‘A ds of 
th e  Apostles, was w ritten to reconcile the  'differ
ences between the Judaizing Christians and the 
followers of Paul. »Speaking of Baur’s claim, in 
this regard, Smith’s Dictionary o f the Bible, says:

“ The theory proceeds upon the assumption that 
Peter and the rest of the original disciples of 
Christ were Judaizers: i. e., that they insisted 
upon the circumcision of the Gentile converts to 
Christianity, as an indispensable condition of fel
lowship. Consequently according to Dr. Baur, 
Peter and Paul and the two branches of the  church 
of which they were respectively the leaders, were 
placed in a relation of hostility to one another. 
After the death of these Apostles, various attempts 
were made to produce a reconciliation between 
the opposing parties. The hook of Acts, it is  
claimed, is the product of one of those irehical or 
compromising efforts. A Pauline Clmstian in (lie 
earlier part of the second century composes a half- 
fictitious history, w ith the design to present Paul 
in a favorable light to the Judaizers. and Peter in 
an  equally favorable light to the adherents of 
Paul.”

raised almost to the rank of a  Divinity.”
This was the historical person who w en t out- 

from Tarsis at the very tim e it is alleged Paul 
went forth from that city a youth. T hat Apollo
nius was a profoundly learned man, in all knowl
edge th a t was then attainable, there can be no 
doubt, and he was perfectly conversant w ith  the 
purest Greek language. H e was, therefore, just 
such a man as would have been capable of writing 
to h is followers in the principal cities in which he 
labored to establish a “ pu rer morality and reli
gion” than  he found there, the  epistles attributed 
to Paul. That he did write m any such epistles to 
his followers, there  cannot be a d o u b t; and as 
none of them  have come down to us connected di
rectly with his name, it is natural to infer that his 
epistles have been attributed to Paul, of whom 
there  is no authentic history w hatever, in order 
to conceal their real nature and origin. I t  is at 
least very certain that Apollonius did travel the 
then  civilized world over, preaching a purer mo
rality and religion than he  found in  the  regions 
v isited ; and so great was the impression he made 
wherever he went, that during his life he was

“And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as 
unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto 
babes in Christ. fS

“ I  have fed you with milk, and not with meat; 
for hitherto  ye were not able to bear it, neither yet 
now are ye able.

“ For ye are yet carnal; for whereas there is 
among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are 
ye not carnal, ai\d walk as men ?

“ For while one saith I am of P a u l; and an
other, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal ?
»“ Who then  is Paul, and who is Apollos, but 

ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man ?

“ I have 'p lan ted , Apollos watered, bu t God 
gave the increase."

And “ thereby hangs a tale.” W ho was Apol
los? If  we find that ou‘, it will be useless any 
longer for Christian plagiarists to endeavor to rob 
Apollonius of Tyana of the credit of having been 
the real author of the theology of the “ Pau
line Epistles." We take the following information , 
upon th a t point from »Smith’s Dictionary of the 
Bible. I t  says:

“Apollos (that as Apollonios [belonging to Apollo], 
as the Codex Bezie actually gives it, or perhaps 
Apollodorns [gift of Apollo], a Jew  from Alexan
dria, eloquent (Logics, which may also mean 
learned), and mighty in the scriptures; one-in 
structed in the way of the Lord (Christ) according ' 
to the imperfect view of the disciples of John the 
Baptist, but on his coming to Ephesus during a 
temporary absence of St. Paul. A. D. 54, more per
fectly taught by A quilaand .Priscilla, After this 
he became a preacher of the gospel, first in Aehaia 
and then in Corinth, where he watered what Paul 
had planted. W hen the  apostle wrote his first 
epistle to the Corinthians Apollos was near or 
with him," (wc should say so—so very nearhim  as 
to he w ithin the garments—yea, w ithin his very 
skin) “ probably at Ephesus, in A. D. 57. We ' 
hear of him, then, that he was unwilling, at that 
time to journey to Corinth, but would do so when 
lie should haveconvenient time.' He is mentioned 
hut once more” (and tha t was twice too oiten) “in 
the New Testament, in Titus dii, 2, where Titus is 
desired to ‘ bring Zenas, the lawy’er; and Apollos 
on their way diligently, tha t nothing may be 
wanting to them .’ Alter this nothing is.know n 
of him. Tradition makes him  :bishop,of Ceasa- 
rea.” (Tradition lied tha t time, most certainly.)

The exact part that Apollos took in the mission
ary work of the  apostolic age can never he ascer-. 

Aained; and much fruitless research has been 
spent upon the subject.” (That is because those 
researches were not made in the  right direction. 
Follow the clue given you by the spirit of Pompo
nius Mela, and your researches will not prove 
fruitless.) “After the entire am ity between St. 
Paul and him wliieh appears in the first Epistle to 
the Corinthians, it is hardly possible to imagine 
any im portant difference in the doctrines which 
they taught.” (Nothing can be more-certain than 
that, for they were the doctrines of hut one and 
the same person, and that person was Apollonius.)
“ Certainly we cannot accede to the Hypothesis 
that the soplua against which the apostle so often 
warns the Corinthians, wav a characteristic of the 
teaching of Apollos.” (W hy not Apollonios, as 
the Codex-Bezui gives it?) “ Thus much may 
safely be g ran ted : that there may have been dif
ference enough in the outward character and ex
pression of the two to attract the lover of' elo
quence and philosophy to Apollos, somewhat, 
perhaps, to the disparagement-of »St. Paul."

In a foot note the same writer says:
“ The conjecture of L uther that Apollos was the 

author of the Epistle to the  Hebrew's, has been 
favored by many eminent scholars, among whom 
may lie named Osiandre, Beausobre, Le Clerc, 

,IIenm an, Ziegler, Semlcr, Dindorf, Bertholdt, 
Schott, Block, Norton, Feilmoser (Catholic), Cred- 
ner, Lntterback (Catholic), Do W ette, Tholuck, 
Keus, Bunsen, Luneman and Alford.”

Now, the reader will rem em ber that the name 
Apollos, is not in the Codex Bezie, but the name 
given there is Apollonios, as the person who wa
tered with his eloquent and.philosophical pleach
ing, what Paul had planted at Corinth, in a com
paratively indifferent manner. Then what is the 
Codex Bez:e which names Appollonios as the per
son who taught the doctrines attributed to St. 
Paul? “ I t irt,” says a w riter in McCIintock and,- 
Strong’s Cyclopsedia, “ one of the most im portant 
uncial M»SS. of the New Testament. * * * The 
characters betray a later age than Codices Alexan
drians, Vaticanus and Ephracm i, and Capitals oc
cur as m  Codex Sinaiticus. Its  A lexandrine form 
would argue an Egyptian origin, hut the fact of a 
Latin translation shows th a t it is a AVestern copy.” 

There can be little doubt th a t the  original from 
which that copy, was probably made, was Very - 
o ld; and as it contained the name of Apollonios in 
the  place of Apollos, it had not been tampered 
with by the Christian priest who copied it, in that 
respect, at least. But when we come to consider' 
that the Apollos of the later Christian versions of 
the Epistle to the  Corinthians, was Apollonios; 
and that so many of the most learned men have 
favored the conjecture of Luther, that Apollos was 
the author of the Epistle to the  Hebrews and not 
St. Paul, to whom it has been attributed without 
any valid reason ; it becomes a certainty that 
Appollonius was the author of that Epistle, at 
least. As the doctrines of that Epistle are conso
nant with the doctrines taught in the  other Epis
tles attributed to P au l; is it  not reasonable to 
infer tha t Appollonius was the author of the origi
nals of them jrtl ? I t  is certain tha t Apollonius of 
Tyana, was at Corinth preachiug a t the very tim e
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that Paul is ¿aid to have done so, and this fact 
"would seem to leave no room to suppose that any 
-other Apollonius had preached there at that time.

Precious as tim e and space are to us, we cannot' 
close our rem arks upon th is im portant subject 
w ithout calling attention to a fact tha t seems to 
have escaped the notice of the learned men who 
have sought to identify Apollos of the modern 
versions of the New Testament, as the  author of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. I t  is this tha t Apollos 
or Apollonios, as the  Codex Bezse gives the  name, 
who is represented to have differed in some 
o f his teachings from P au l; and who was promi
nent enough to receive especial mention in tha t 
connection, is treated with such perfect indiffer
ence throughout the Pauline Epistles. One of two 
things is very certain, either the author of those 
Epistles studiedly concealed what Apollonius 

‘ taugh t; or Apollonios (a nam e substituted by 
Apollos in the current versions of the Epistles to 
■the Corinthians) was the real author. In  the  light 
•of. all the facts, the latter seems by far the most 
ce r ta in ; and the concealment of that fact was by 

. -Christian copiers of the original Epistle, who sub
stitu ted Paulos, the Greek of the name Paul, for 

,  Apollonios as the Codex Bezie gives it. T he man
ifest relation t hat existed between the Greek names 
Paulos, Apollos, and Apollonios, should have long 
since arrested the attention of the  learned Chris
tian  critics who have treated of the Pauline Epis
tles ; and in all probability it d id ; but it would 

^.(nive been rash in the extrem e for them  to have 
raised a question upon tha t point, as we have 
'•clearly shown.

No well-informed person questions the fact that 
Apollonios of Tyana, a most learned, eloquent and 
influential man, was born just about the time that 

J i t  is alleged that Jesus and Paul, of the Christian 
•scriptures were born—none question tha t he re
ceived his early training at Tarsus, as is alleged 
regarding Paul—none question the fact that he 
was a profound and consistent disciple of. Pytha
goras, the Samian sage—none question the fact 
■that he was initiated in all the  mysteries of the 
Ind ian , Assyrian, Egyptian and Grecian religions 
— none question the fact tha t he travelled, not 
■only, to all the places mentioned as the scenes of 
th e  labors of Paul, but to many other places tha t 
.it-is-not pretended that Taul visited—none ques
tion the fact that he did not, conform to the pagan 
tenets and ceremonies, but went every where 
teaching a purer morality and religion than  he 
found any where in h is journeyings—none ques
tion  the fact tha t Damis his companion and biog
rapher, wrote a faithful account of the acts and 
teachings of his justly 'adm ired and beloved mas
te r—none question the fact th a t the  work of Damis 
cam e into the hands of Philostratus, in a perfectly 
authentic form, and was in good faith, used by 
Philostratus in w riting his Life of Apollonius of 
Tyana. All this being so, it must be evident thgt 
Apollonius lived, and preached a purer morality 
and religion than then existed, as is adm itted 
even by Christian critics, during the very period 
tha t is assigned as tha t in which Jesus and Pan] 
labored to the same end. Apollonius lived to a 
great age, and his whole life was industriously de
voted to preaching and teaching his new religion. 
Can any one in view of th a t fact, rationally ac
count for the almost entire silence of the Christian 
•scriptures in regard to this most rem arkable re
former that the  world has ever known. That si
lence, although intended to conceal the mhnstrous 
fraud tallied the Christian religion, is the rock on 
which that fraud must split. For the Christian 
plagiarists to have made no mention of the au
thor, from whom they stole th e ir  "sacred books," 
only made their crime as foolish as it was wicked.

The only question to he decided, in order to 
complete our answer to the  question with which 
we set out, is, as to w hether Damis wrote his 
" Life of Apollonius of Tyana,” at or about the 
tim e when it is said the Christian scriptures were 
w ritten : and as to w hether Philostratus has given 
the  lest, work of Damis..with substantial correct
ness in his history of Apollonius, the authenticity 
o f the latter work being unquestioned ?

Philostratus-is ■supposed to h a v e  been horn 
about A.D. 172, and as he wrote his history at the 
request of the Empress Julia Domna, who died in
A. D. 217, i t j j ’as most probably written at the 
beginning of the th ird  century. I t  is not’ pre-. 
tended that Philostratus makes the least mention 
th a t Apollonius, in .his wanderings, or in his ha
bitual intercourse with the  philosophers and 
priests of the various countries that lie visited, 
ever met with any of the persons mentioned in 
th e  Christian scriptures, or any Christian priest, 
o r any Christian people, or any Christian religion, 
o r any Christian scriptures, or any trace of any
th ing  that how figures in any of those relations. 
I t  is therefore certain that if Philostratus has cor
rectly followed the account by Damis, tha t Apollo
nius (done was the great religious reformer of the 
age in which he flourished, and  not Jesus of Naza- 
r | t h  nor Paulos of Tarsus. The entire silence of 
Damis as to Jesus and Paul, and the other Apos
tles of the Christian scriptures, is vastly more 
damaging to Christianity than even the ftfTence of 
th e  Christian scriptures in regard to Apbllonius 
and  his teachings.

To escape the logical consequences of these 
damaging facts, some Christian w riters have 
charged tha t Philostratus w rote his account of 
Apollonius, to antagonize th e  Gospel stories re
garding Jesus, hut th is has been acknowledged, 
generally, not to have been th e  case. Dr. Lardner 
upon this .point conclusively says:

" I t  is manifest, therefore, tha t Philostratus 
compared Apollonius w ith Pythagoras; but I do 
not see that lie endeavored to make him  rival Je 
sus Christ. Philostratus has never once m en
tioned our Saviour, or the  Christians his follow
ers, neither in this long work, nor in the Lives of 
the  Sophists, if it be his, as several learned men 
of the best judgm ent suppose; nor is their any 
h int, that Apollonius any w here in his wide trav
els met with any followers of Jesus. T here is not 
so much as an obscure or general description of 
any men met with by him , whom any can suspect 
to be Christians of any denomination, either C ath
olic or heretics.” (Heretics are a queer kind of 
Christians.) " W hereas I th ink , that if Philostra
tus had--written with a mind averse to Jesus 
Christ, he would have laid hold of some occasion 
to describe and disparage his followers, as ene
mies to the gods, and contemners of their myste
ries and solemnities, and different from all o ther 
men.” '

Very true, Dr. Lardner, and because your rea
soning and your conclusion are true, the good faith 
of Philostratus is not to be questioned. Ho.w can 
any candid person, then , account for the fact that 
Damis, who lived and travelled with Apollonius 
all over the civilized world during the first cen
tury of the  Christian era, makes no m ention of 
hav ingm et with or heard  of a single Christian, if 
Christians or Christianity lmd an existence dur
ing that period? On the>other hand, is it not 
very easy to. understand why so little' has been 
said that refers to Apollonius'and his teachings in 
the Christian Scriptures? To have done so would 
have disclosed the secret they were so anxious to 
conceal; that is, the  identity of Apollonius with 
the Christian Saviour and the Apostle Paul.

W e must here close, for the  present, and will 
resume the 'sub jec t when time permits. But we 
claim to have already produced ample evidence to 
confirm the averm ent of Pomponius Mela that 
Apollonius of Tyana was the Paulos of the 
Epistles. But for the communication of Mela, we 
would never have suspected that pregnant fact. 
We will never forget our astonishment, when, 
from the lips of Alfred James, we were told that 
important truth, and our still greater astonish
m ent to find our researches to so fully establish 
that truth . .

To the good and true and wise in spirit, our 
prayer is ever “ Light—more light 1 Amen.”

“ A PERTINENT QUESTION ANSWERED.”
In  the Boston Investigator o f February 23d was 

published the following letter, under the  head
line of “ A Pertinent Question:”

“ Mr. E ditor:—Having read several communica
tions in M ind and M atter purporting to,,come 
from the invisible world, through an attache of 
tha t paper, and being very much interested in the 
same because of the antiquity of some of the  con
trolling spirits, we would like to ask Gen. Roberts, 
editor of M ind and M atter, why it is that the 
readers of his journal are almost invariably re
ferred to some encyclopaedia with a big name, as 
proof that such and such persons do still exist ?

“ In  our estimation, the  attem pt to prove a per
son's existence beyond the grave by palming off 
articles made up from biographical sketches culled 
from different encyclopa'dias, is a first-class fraud, 
and palpably so to all, excepting, of course, the 
more fanatical Spiritualists. Mr. Roberts may be 
aide to convince the credulous bv ‘ ways th a t are 
dark and tricks that are vain,’ but the obdurate 
skeptic will require something more perspicuous 
than garbled historical notes.

“ Yours, etc., I nvincible.
. " Now York City, Feb. lo, 1881.”

I t  is suelvmean, cowardly, dishonest anonymous 
attacks upon our personal and editorial character 
as that, tlmt shows, as nothing else can, the 
crushing effects of our blows in behalf of tru th . 
We assure this "invincib le" coward that it will 
take something more than  his stupid and lying 
allegations and insinuations to break the force of 
the blows we are raining upon the brainless skull 
of the  skeleton of defunct Materialism. He may 
rest assured that we will not stop until we have 
pulverized tha t relie of the ty ran t of the  ages. 
But for the reactionary and obstructive efforts of

call down upon us the enm ity of untruthful and 
dishdneilt1 persons, and we are never more certain  
we are right than when we are made aware of the 
enmity and opposition of such people. So much 
by way of a general statem ent of our position as a 
man, an editor, and a Spiritualist.

I t  may he, that the mind of our anonymous ac
cuser is not capable of correctly understanding 
anything concerning tliat about which he writes.
If  so, it would be useless to waste time in noticing 
his question; but there may be those who, like 
the editor of the Boston Investigator, may th ink  
his question entitled to a public answer, and for 
that reason we condescend to notice what o ther
wise we ivould scorn to entertain.

The question asked is : " Why it is the readers 
of M ind  and M atter are almost invariably re
ferred to some encyclopiedia with a big name as 
proof tha t such and such persons still ex is t?"  
We do not rem qji^er to have referred our rea
ders in  any instance to any encyclopædia, as proof 
that any person w hatever existed. W hat we 
have done is simply this. Once a week we have 
a sitting  with Alfred James, a medium, whose 
mediumship is not questioned, even by his most 
bitter enemies who have any knowledge of him. 
These sittings continue from one to two hours, ac
cording to circumstances. W hile the communica
tions are being given, the  medium is perfectly en
tranced, and wholly insensible of what is being 
said through him . We w ritedown whatever comes 
through him in the way of spirit communications, 
with the understanding on the part of the com
municating spirits, that we will publish what they 
may say. Many of these communications have 
come from spirits who have been long in spirit 
life, and  of whom neither the medium nor ourself 
ever heard. These communications are short, 
hut each one seems to be given with the object of 
elucidating some one, or more leading thoughts, 
facts, or individual spirit experiences, calculated 
to throw light on those things that it deeply con
cerns mankind to know. Some of the information 
given in that way is of startling interest-. To test 
the correctness of that information, we have no 
other resource than to seek from historical sources 
the recorded facts, tha t will constitute such test. 
In every instance we state just what we find to be 
the. case, whether it tends to confirm or to dis
credit the correctness of the communications. We 
have “garbled” nothing. Judging that our rea
ders may have no greater knowledge of the per
sons whose spirits purport to communicate, than 
we had when those communications.were given, 
as a m atter of inform ation and interest to them, 
we have published the result of our researches in 
each case.

W e feel deeply hum iliated to have been obliged 
to give this "obdurate sceptic” cur a kick, but 
there is a limit to hum an patience, when pro
voked by the skulking growling of such a whelp. 
We sometimes wonder w hether such people have 
as much soul about them us a decent iW , and in 
cline to the conclusion th a t they have not. This 
reception may not be just wlmt this mean sneak 
expected, hut it is far better tlu n  he deserved.

w h e r O F thT y^ u  cW T rom  ?
.A friend of our’s recently called upon Colonel 

Bundy, when the latter told him that he had pub
lished live hundred copies extra the previous 
week, and so rapidly had his subscription list in 
creased since that issue of the paper that there 
were none left. I f  Colonel Bundy told the truth 
when he said that, he m ust have found some 
secret way of supplying his subscribers with his 
paper, for our private advices assure us that lie 
delivers the same me gre mail he did before at 
the Chicago postoilice. I t  may lie, however, that 
his excessive modesty, has induced him  to carry 
his increased circulation to some obscure country 
town, to prevent people .from1i knowing how rap-
idly his influence is extending; or his habitual 

soulless Materialism to supplant soulless religious j cunning and greed may have led him to fear that 
dogmatism in dominating the minds of .mortals, j sinae. one might be prom pted hv hisunpreced-
to-day the life-giving Sun of Truth would lighten 
the world with m eridian power and splendor.

But here let us stop to place ourself right on a 
m atter that even many Spiritalists seem to m isap
prehend. We are not seeking, as many suppose, 
to proselyte in the interest of Modern Spiritual
ism. We card not w hether a single person ever 
accepts that tru th , I t will make no difference to 
any person whether they do or nst. To believe or 
not believe Spiritualism true is of no eonsequncee, 
unless that belief or unbelief is justified by facts 
and reason. W hen facts and reason convince the 
understanding tha t Spiritualism  is true, then 
there is no room for belief, for knowledge super
cedes it. To know a th ing  to he true or false, is 
what it is the^dutv of all to desire j and when 
such knowledge involves the happiness or unhap
piness of mortals, it is the  first duty of every one 
not to cease seeking until they can say, truthfully, 
“ I know it is true,” or “ I  know it is not true.” 
Our whole and sole aim  lias been, so far as this 
journal is concerned, to dp what we may to add to 
the stock of inform ation, through which alone 
true knowledge can be obtained regarding man 
and his relations to the  universe. If  we were the 
untruthful and deceiving person that our anony
mous assailant would have his readers to believe, 
we could have no m otive to lie or m isrepresent 
in the manner he intim ates we have done. We 
could in no way m ore certainly invite d istrust 
and hostility than by such an unworthy course. 
The hatred manifested towards us by this poor 
skulking slanderer shows how little we would 
gain by lying. Experience has taught us th a t a  
herence to what we know to be true is certain to

enter! success to start a spiritual paper in Chicago 
where now there is none. If  the latter is the 
case, we advise Col. B. to dismiss his fears, for his 
announcement in a leading editorial in his last 
paper, in capital letters, tha t “ there is still due 
from subscribers regularly receiving the paper,
SIX THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND SIXTY SEVEN HOL-
I.AIIS,” would settle th a tm a tte r  for any one but u 
fool. Colonel Bundy told his readers nearly two 
years ago, that he needed every dollar tha t was 
due, to keep the Journal afloat. The amount al
leged to be due at tha t time was. $10,000. I f  Col. 
Bundy is not grossly slandering his subscribers 
by showing what an unprincipled set they are, 
without just reason; he certainly.is showing how 
little they sympathize with and approve his 
course. Why would Col. Bundy continue to send 
his paper to persons who by their acts plainly tell 
him they tlo not th ink  his paper wor.th paying 
for ?

I t  would seem tha t to such a pass have m atters 
come with the Journal, that Col. Bundy cannot 
afford to stop sending his paper to those who, to 
such a large extent, refuse to pay for it. It is a 
pretty had pass to which matters have come with 
the Journal, if Col. B. Tells the truth, look at the 
matter as we may. Ston the paper to those delin
quents for a month and, see how many of them 
mean ever to pay up for what they have had, or 
who propose to pay for what they get in the future. 
The way to run a paper on the prepaid basis, is to 
demand prepayment of subscriptions without dis- 
tinctinction of persons. Any other course is not 
just to those who d e m y . Try it, if you can afford 
it; if  not admit it. But for propriety’s sake, don’t 

.................  id  good-fiuth-of-those^wlm

"TH E PLAT0MI8T.”
W e are in receipt of the first number of a nevr 

monthly periodical of sixteen pages, entitled T h t  
Platonut, and published by Thomas M. Johnson, 
of Osceola, St. Clair county, Mo., to which address 
all letters must be sent. Price, $2.00 per annum , 
in advance. Foreign subscribers, 12s., postage pre
paid. Single copies, twenty-five cents. In terna
tional P. O. orders must be made payable at the 
St. Louis, Mo!f. office.

Its  editor, by way of introduction, among o ther 
things, say s:

“A m onthly periodical, devoted chiefly to the 
dissemination of the Platonic philosophy in all its 
phases. * * * There certainly is a necessity 
for a journal which will be a candid, bold and 
fearless exponent of the Platonic Philosophy—-a 
philosophy totally subversive of sensualism, ma
terialism, folly and ignorance. This philosophy 
recognizes the  essential immortality and divinity 
of the human soul, and posits its' highest happi- . 
ness as an approximation to and absolute union 
with the Absolute One. Its mission is to release 
the soul from the bonds of matter, to lead it, to 
the vision of true being—from images to realities 
—and, in short, to elevate it  from a sensible to an 
intellectual life.”
. We cannot see any more necessity for expound
ing the Platonic Philosophy than for expounding 
the Christian Theology. That philosophy existed 
400 years before the Christian era, so called, 
and continued to hold the ascendancy over the 
minds of metaphysical theorizers until about the 
th ird  century of that era. An effort was made by 
Amononius Saccas, after the close of the first cen
tury, to spiritualize the dry metaphysical theories 
embraced in Platonism. But so firm a hold had 
it obtained on the minds of the  world’s thinkers, 
even.at that late period, tha t it would adm it of no 
spiritualizing dilution. I t was not until a century 
later that Neo-Platonism, or New Platonism, ac
quired a strong foothold against its paren t philoso
phy. Under Plotinus and Porphryry, and their - 
followers, an advanced and spiritualized Platon
ism gave promise of opening to the general know-, 
ledge of m ankind the great tru ths which have 
been now made manifest through Modern Spiritu- 
ism ; that not only is the soul immortal and inde
pendent of what to us is sensuous m atter, but that 
spirit return and intercourse with those in earth  
life was not only possible, but a. realized tru th . 
The fatal m istake of the Neo-Platonists was that 
they-sought to dole out the  tru th  in homoeopathic 
quantities, instead of blazoning it to the  world. 
Neo-Platonism struggled alone until the beginning 
of the fifth century, against the combined opposi
tion of conservative philosophy and Christian 
dogmatism, and then went down to rise no more, 
carrying with it Old Platonism, from which it 
sprang, to give place to the power and tyranny of 
Christianity. We cannot, therefore, th ink  it a 
well-conceived project to seek to revive a philoso
phy which, owing to its purely theoretical charac
ter, long since caused it to surrender and die at 
the hands of religious intolerance and bigotry. I t  
would he but little wiser to th ink  of attem pting to 
revive the Neo-Platonic Philosophy, than  to revive 
its parent philosophy; for it proved equally 
impotent to cope with the dogmatic the
ology, on account of its appearing to be equally 
theoretical w ith the latter. The time has cer
tainly gone by, when purely theoretical specula
tion can stand before the logic of facts, and the 
practical habits of thought which distinguish the 
present age in the world’s history. I f  anything 
can free the human m in d  from the thraldom  of 
dogmatic speculation and priestly domination, it is 
the  free and untram melled intercourse between 
the world of spirit and the world of m atter, as has 
been demonstrated by the resistless advance of 
the  infant giant, Modern Spiritualism.

W hen our Platonistio friend Bays tha t the 
philosopy which lie seeks to expound "recognizes 
the  immortality and divinity of the human soul,” 
ho lias not said much for it. I t  is not enough to 
recognize the immortality of tho soul; that is n 
th ing that must he demonstrated if it is to be of 
any practical worth to enslaved and fear hound 
humanity-. Dogmatic theology, in all its phases, 
recognizes the ■immortality of the soul; but to what 
useful purpose, in (he absence of a-positive know
ledge of the relations of that immortality to the  
present life. I f  Platonism recognizes the divinity 
of th e 'h u m an  soul as contradistinguished from 
the divinity of its ever attendant material sur- 
rpundings, it  recognizes a falacy, which the  facts 
of Modern Spiritualism lias made an end of. 
M atter is just as divine us is the soul; and its re-x’ 
iinement is just as essential to true progress, as 
is-the cultivation of the mind or the incitem ent of 
soul growth. The material life is even more im 
portant in the aggregation of life than the  spirit 
life, for it is the-basis on which the. latter must 
rest. No philosophy nor religion that does not 
recognize tha t fundamental fact can or should 
stand. I f  the  mission of the Plutonic Philosophy 
is "to release the soul from the bonds of matter, 
its mission had better be abandoned at once, for 
it will inevitably fail. Soul and  matter are irrevo
cably united by the law of their common existence 
and it was th is fundamental fact that, we recog
nized in adopting M ind  and M atter as the title of 
our paper. There is no getting away from it, and 
why should there b e a n y  desire to do so? We 
cannot see.

The number of the  Platonht before us contains 
the follow ing: " Pearls of Wisdom “ The Na
ture and Destiny of the Human Soul”—"T he  
Spectator of the Mysteries,” by Alexander' W ild-

do pav, by making a public announcement that 
shows th a t you have not one such subscriber.

der—"Philosopic Caste”—“ That Intelligibles are 
not External to the  Mind ; and Concerning th e
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G o od ”—“ Life of P la ton ’’—“ The Concord School 
o f  Philosophy”—“ Platonic Demonstration of the 
Im m ortality  of the  Soul,” translated from the 
Original Greek of Herm eias by Thomas Taylor— 
“ General Introduction to the  Philosophy and 
W ritings of Plato,” by Thomas Taylor—" On Wis
dom by Archytas.”

T his publication is, in  its m aterials and mechan 
ical execution, all th a t could be desired in a met
aphysical publication; and those who have a 
fancy for such reading will do well to patronize it. 
T ha t it,w ill m ake any visible impression on the 
prevailing materializing tendencies of this utilita
rian age we do not believe. Nothing but the  facts 
th a t  are being poured upon the  earth from the 
sp irit life will ever prove equal to the  attainm ent 
of th a t object^-the annihilation of soulless ma
terialism . W e will be pleased to exchange with 
The Platonut, as we desire to bq thoroughly posted 
in  relation to all enterprises in' the  direction of 
extending thought and knowledge;

EDITORIAL BRIEFS.

W e would call attention to th e  advertisem ent 
o f Mr. H enry  Lacroix, of Montreal, Canada, 
m edium  for sp irit sketchlikeness, in another 
column. Try him .

Mas. K atie  B. R obinson has le ft this city for a 
visit to her daughter in Boston. W hence she ex
pects to return to Philadelphia about the middle 
of March proximo. '

A. F, Ackebly, materializing, musical and phys
ical medium, is now located at 49 Debevoise Place, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Will make engagements for 
seances a t most reasonable terms.

R ead our advertisem ent on the seventh page, 
w here we offer Joseph Johns’ W orks of A rt at the 
low rate of fifty cents each picture. You cannot 
find a more appropriate gift for a friend than 
these beautiful pictures and a copy of M ind  and 
M atter for one year.

We sincerely thank those who have favored us 
with lists of names and addresses of their friends 
who were supposed to feel.an interest in the work 
in which we are engaged, to whom we could send 
sample copies of M ind  and M atter; and would be 
much obliged for any further favors of a similar , 
character.

3d. Last W ednesday evening the Bocial,dance 
(which was intended for last Friday evening) took 
place in the  large seance room. A large num ber 
of the  friends of th is  medium asseihhled to bid. 
her “ Godd-bye.” The festive party d id  not dis-, 
perse until the  “ wee hours of m orning,” and all 
went to their homes to th ink  over the  many 
happy hours spent in  the  old seance room a t 1620 
S. T hirteenth street. Mrs. Bliss w ill.be  missed, 
and we wish her success in her new field of labor.

Spiritua l  and L iber a l  Convention.—The Michi
gan State Association of Spiritualists and Liberal- 
ists will hold the ir annual convention a t Fenton 
Hall, Flint, Genessee county, Mich., commencing 
on Wednesday, M arch 23, at 2 o’clock, and contin
uing .over Sunday. All speakers in the  State and 
and adjoining States are invited to be present. 
Also all mediums and all interested in the  Spir
itual and liberal cause are  invited. Arrangements 
will be made for the  accommodation and enter
tainm ent of all who attend a t reasonable rates. 
F u rther notice will be given in due tim e. L. S. 
Burdick, President, Box B, Kalamazoo ; Miss j .  
R. Lane, Secretary, No. 3i2 W oodward avenue, 
Detroit, Mich.

Special N otice.—The great pressure of business 
upon my tim e has compelled me to resign my po
sition as Assistant upon M ind and M atter Staff. 
From thls dâte my business relations i n ‘ tha t di
rection are closed. Hereafter I shall devote my 
whole time and attention to my large and rapidly 
increasing business in Spiritual and Liberal Books, 
a t Rooms No. 3 and 9,7I3Sansom street, Philadel
phia, Penna. Any person having business with 
Mind and M atter Publishing House, will please 
bear this in mind, and not address letters intended 
for M ind and M atter to me, or letters intended 
for me to Mi.vp and  M atter.

J ames A, B liss.

February 23, M. .8.33,.

N orthern W isconsin Spiritua l  Conference.— 
Jam es Kay Applebee (of Chicago) will be the 
principal speaker a t our Q uarterly Meeting, 
March 11th, 12th and 13th, in Omro, Wis. We 
would invite all lovers of Truth to be present and 
participate. Buy. round-trip tickets for the  meet
ing. The best vocal"and instrum ental music has 
been secured. Let all be present the  first day of 
the  meeting. Please notify the secretary of your 
intention of attending. Usual courtesies to all. 
Prof. W. M, Lockwood, president; Dr. J. C. Phil
lips, secretary.

W ha t  is Y itapa th y .—We are so often asked 
w hat is Vitapathy, tha t we will endeavor to give 
our readers the best explanation th a t we can at 
th istim e. V itapathy is anew  system of health 
and life, founded by Pro. J  R. Campbell, M. D. V. 
D., and fully taught in the American H ealth Col
lege, incorporated and chartered by the  State of 
Ohio, at Fairmount, in Cincinnati, Ohio; for the 
cure of all diseases and derangem ents of body 
and soul, and the preserving of both alive together 
to a late period. Vita-Pathy—Vita, life ; Pathy, 
disease. Vitality cures d isease; Life prevents 
death. This great vital system cures the  sick and 
preserves life,by the fullest employment of all the 
vital and vitalizing, life giving and life preserving 
forces in universal nature, from the lowest matter 
to the highest spirit, employed on the positive and 
negative vitapathic principles; through the differ
ent grades of power up through vi'alized material 
substances, nutritious food, cleansing water, de
volving heat, purifying air, energizing motion, re
viving electricity, vitalizing magnetism and high
est vital spirit, th a t cure all disease and preserve 
all life. Its graduates become authorized Doctors 
of Health and M inisters of Life, with the affix V. 
D. to their nam es; making them  vital doctors of 
health and vital doctors of life for both body and 
soul, with full power to perform both 'offices of 
Physician and Minister. V itapathic physicians 
are practicing their double profession in all civil
ized states and countries with wonderful success. 
ThiB system seems to be the long looked for de
sideratum of the  ages come at last; and in dis
covering, founding and establishing it, Professor 
Campbell has done a great work for humanity, 
proving himself to be the world’s benefactor.

butter he was welcome. The tram p seated him 
self a t the  table, and in a, very few m inutes de
monstrated the tru th  of. his (stq tem qnt in regard 
to h is  long fast, a t th e  same tim e volunteering the 
inform ation thaAhe was about 55 years old, th a t 
his,nam e was McGuire, and th a t he came from 
Ireland. Just about as the visitor’s appetite was 
satiated, the  little cripple, who had been sleeping 
in an adjoining room, awoke. Mrs. Spencer 
straightway brought her into the kitchen,wheft the 
stranger discovered the deformity and inquired: 
“ W hat’s the  m atter of your child’s head ? W hy 
does she hold it so much to one side?” The m other 
offered the  explanation already given, w hen the 
tram p asked to examine the child, which request 
Mrs. Spencer reluctantly granted. Placing his 
hand on the back of the little girl’s neck, the 
stranger began rubbing and at the  same time 
m uttering over some incoherent incantation. [In  
all probability he was controlled by some friendly 
Indian spirit —E d.] This he  continued for a  few 
moments, and then  he arose, released the child, 
and  still muttering, unceremoniously left the 
house. T he child was perfectly cured and is now 
perfect in  every respect. T he tram p has not been 
heard of since. .

Mind and Matter Free List Fund.
This fund was started by th e  request of many of 

our subscribers, that many deserving poor people 
who were not able to pay for M in d  and M atter, 
m ight have the paper sent to them  free of cost. 
The following contributions have been made Bince 
our last re p o rt:

Amount previously acknowledged, $71 24 
Mrs. E. S. Sleeper, San Francisco, 3 74 
W. A. Mosley, S. New Lvme, Ohio, 1 00
B. Chadsey, Rushville, Illinois 1 00
J. B. Campbell, M. D. V. D. 5 00
J. M. C. 1 00
J. W. 2 00
C. G. 1 00

Special Notice from “ Bliss’ C hef's” B in d
VfE, Red Cloud, speak for Blackfoot, the great Medicine 
i\l  Chief from happy hunting-grounds. He say he loye 
white chiefs and squaws. He travel like the wind. He go 
to circles, Him big chief Blackfoot want much work to 
do. Him want to show him healing power. Make sick 
people well. Where paper go, Blackfoot go. Go quick. 
Send right away. No wampum for three moon.

Tnis spirit message was n rst puDiisneu in M ind 
and M atter, January 10th, M. S. 32, with the 
announcem ent th a t “ Magnetized P ap er” would 
be sent to all who were sick in body or mind, that 
desired to be healed, also, to those tha t desired to 
be developed as spiritual mediums, for three
months for th ree 3-ct, stamps. The three months 

follihave now closed with the following result:
3,405 persons have sent for the paper by mail.

•tni1,000 persons have received it at the office; and 
the hundreds of testimonials that have been re
ceived of its wonderful work in healing the sick
and developing mediums, prove tha t Red Cloud 
and Blackfoot nave faithfully kept their promises,

A nniversary o f  S firitualism  at M ila n , O h io .— 
The Spiritualists of Milan, Ohio, will celebrate 
the  anniversary of Modern Spiritualism a t the 
Town Hall on Thursday, March 31,1881. Meet
ings will commence at 10 o’clock, A. M. The 
speakers engaged are Miss Anne H inm an, of 
Connecticut, and A. B. French, of Clyde, Ohio. 
Vocal music will be furnished by the celebrated 
G rattan Smith family, of Painesville, Ohio. Mr. 
H arry  Powell, the  celebratrd slate-writing me
dium, has expressed his intention of being pres
ent. " Meetings free. Friends from a distance will 
be provided for as far as possible. Sami. Fish, 
President.

A nnievrsary of th e  C hicago P rogressive L y
ceum.— We have received from our good brother, 
7j . T. Griffin, an account of the  doings at the  anni
versary  of the  Chicago Progressive Lyceum, with 
a report of some of the interesting sayings, as well 
as doings, for a full report of which we regret that 
we have not available space. The affair seems to 
have been a perfect success; every one doing his 
and her part nobly; and, as we are informed, re 
suited in a handsom e profit in support of the Ly
ceum. Among those who were present and par
ticipated in the  sayings and doings, were Mr. 
Williams, Mrs. Maud Lord and her infant daugh
ter, Mrs. Stimpson, Miss Nellie Koehler, Mrs 
Richmond and Miss Nellie Bishop. After an in 
teresting and well-received address by Bro. Grif
fin, Ouida, the  control of Mrs. Richmond, held the 
large audience spell-bound by an impromptu 
poem. Recitations and histrionics made up the 
excellen t .biH o f fare. . -

Mrs. J ames A. B liss left -Philadelphia for EaBt 
Liverpool, O., in 9.10 P.M. train, Thursday, March

C ured by a T ram p,—The M emphis Daily A p 
peal, of Feb. 13, contains the following statem ent, 
which, if true, proves that some poor healing me
dium is wandering, friendless and alone, starving 
to death, while he possesses gifts th a t should be 
utilized by Spiritualists generally. Such a con
dition of affairs should not exist, and would not, 
if mediums were properly appreciated. Poor me
diums, the  m om ent they become developed and 
show the least sign of possessing the least power; 
some shark, sailing under the name of Spiritualist, 
must set to work to discredit them . No wonder 
theory  is heard from mediums everyw here,“Give 
us the outside sceptical world in preference to the 
recognized Spiritualist, for there iB a t least some 
show for fair play with the sceptic.” The article 
referred to occupies half a column o f  th a t large 
influential journal and can be summed up as fol
lows : A man named Ed. Spencer, an employee 
of the  Bell Telephone Company, residing at No. 
120 Spring street, Cincinnati, O., has a little girl, j 
now two and a half years of age, that has been a 
cripple since she was three m onths old. Her 
affliction was caused by a severe attack of scarlet 
fever, and the little one, up to a few days ago, has 
been unable to move her head from side to side, 
or to turn  it at all; her neck, beside being crooked, j 
toppled her head way over almost to h er sh ou lde r;! 
was stiff, and whenever she wanted to look down 
so weak was her spinal column tha t she had to 
support the  weight of her little head by holding 
her hand to her chin. She could not sit alone on 
"the floor on account of her deformity, and when- 
left prostrate at any time could only get on to her 
feet w hen.assistance was afforded.. H er parents 
have kept .themselves poor by the paym ent of the 
bills of physicians who have claimed to be able to 
cure the little sufferer, and in buying mechanical 
appliances to attach to her back and neck. So 
powerful have been the medicines wjiA which 
she has been dosed tha t she has been thorotighly 
salivated, having now, before her lliird  summer, 
lost all but two or three of her first set of teeth. 
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer had come to utterly  despair 
of ever seeing their child anyth ing  but an un
sightly cripple, and had therefore ceased to con
sult- physicians. On Saturday, after Mr. Spencer 
had gone to his work, and while Mrs. Spencer was 
washing the breakfast dishes, a tram p came to" 
the  kitchen door and solicred som ething to sat
isfy his hunger, claiming not to have had any
th ing  to eat for two Whole days. T he sympathy

That all may jiave an opportunity to test the 
merits of the paper, the price for the future will be 
as f o l l o w s 1 sheet, ( postage paid,) 10 cents, 12 
sheets, $1.00. Send a silver ten cent piece if you 
can. Address, James A. Bliss, 713 Sansom Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa,

A Proposition,
I am prepared and will send to any one address, 

direct from my office, one sheet of “ Blackloot’s ” 
Magnetized Paper, postage paid, every week for 
one month for 40 cents; two months for 70 cen ts ; 
three m onths for $h()0. Address with amount 
enclosed, James A. Bliss, 713 Sansom St., Philada,

Mediums’ Home Fund. '
We, the undersigned, subscribe or pledge the 

amounts set opposite our respective names, to 
found a national home to give relief,and suste
nance to worthy, needy mediums in the  Unijed 
States.

CASH.
Ain’t previously ncknowlcged In Mind and Mattku $65 74
M. Wfieeioek, M, I). V. D,. Louisville, Mo................  2 00
Mary J. Bradford, South Boston, Mass........ ..............  1 (X)
Catherine Standwood, " " “ ......... ,7sr!.......  1 (X)
Margaret- McDonald, “ “ " ......... 1 (X)
Susan A. Dorr. Annesquam, Mass..............................  1 (X)
J. W. Van Namee, M. D. Madison, Conn;..-........................  1 (X)

Total l’ald.......................................... $72 74
PLEDGED.

Pledges previously acknowledged In Mind akiî
Matter.........................  ..........................................$246 00

Mr. Geo. Rail, Treasurer of the Mediums’ Home 
Organization, will receive and acknowledge your 
contributions. Address, No. 482 West Liberty 
Street, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Dr. J. Matthew Shea’s Liberal Offer.
Bro. Huberts .-—If you will say to the public that 

any one who will subscribe through me for M ind 
and M atter for one year, I will give them one 
private sitting and one.ticket to my Materializing 
Seances; this to hold good until further notice.

JosEi’lt M atthew  Shea , M. D„
87 West Madison St., Chicago, 111,

-:o:-

of th e  hostess was at once arousedr and  inviting
the stranger in, she told him if :he were hungry 
enough to be satisfied with coffee and bread and

A Vitapathic^ Physician’s Kind offer.
Any person sending me $2.00 and two 3-cent 

postage stamps^ with lock of th e ir  hair, age, sex, 
and leading symptoms and location of their dis
ease, I will give them a free examination and ad
vice, and send the two dollars to pay for M in d  
and M atter” for them one year.

J. B. Campbell, D., V. D.
260 Lonuworth St., Cincinnati, Ohio.

-:o:-

A. F. Ackerley’8 Kind Offer.
Brooklyn, N. Y ,̂ March 1,1881. 

For the purpose of extending the circulation of 
M ind  and M atter, I  make • the following offer. 
Any person subscribing.for M ind and M atter for 
six months through me, will receive from J. M.

A Chicago Medium’s Generous Offer.
No. 7 Laflin St. cor of Madison SC 

To those who will subscribe through me fo r 
M ind and Matter one year, I  will give a sitting  
for spirit teste .„aThis offer,to, hold good, for^ajxt,Í OC

y,
M rs. ’Mary E . W eeks,

-:o:-
Generou8 Offer by a Well-known Cincinnati Medium1.

To those who will subscribe to M ind  and  M at
ter  for six m onths I  will give a sitting for business 
or otherwise, by a card from J . M. Roberts, th e  
editor, free of charge. This offer to hold good for 
as long as M in d  and M atter exists.

Mrs. A. M. George, 
Rooms 14 and 15, 114 Mass Ave.

Indianapolis, Ind*
- :q:-

Dr. Dobson’s LiberaM fflfrT
For th e  purpose of extending the circulation o f  

M ind  and  M atter, I  make the following qffer to- 
any person sending me $1.25 and two 3-cent stam ps 
they will receive M in d  and M atter fo rs ir  months* 
and I  will answer ten  questions of any k ind  and. 
exam ine any diseased person free (by independent, 
slate writing). Send leek of hair, state age a n d  
sex and leading symptons.

Maquoketa, Iowa.] Dr. A. B. D obson.

-:o:-

Dr. R. D. Goodwin’s Grated Offer.
H aving been a constant reader of your valuable-

paper, and believing it should be in the  house of 
every progressive family, we m ake the following- 
offer, to stand good for one year. W e will correctly 
diagnose any disease, or give one treatm ent to- 
any new subscriber to your paper, on their send
ing the price of one year’s subscription, w ith post
age and request for our' services. A ddress Dr. R. 
D. Goodwin, New York Eclectic Institu te, 1317" 
Morgan Street, St. Louis, Mo. For advertisem en t 
see seventh page.

-:or-
A Mediums Valuable Offer.

G rand R a pid s , April 20,1880.
Dear Brother .-—Seeing that through the colum ns 

of M in d  and M atter, a work can be done to th e  
advancem ent of spiritual progress, I  thought It 
would m ake the  following offer. Any persoiu 
sending me $2.15 and two three cent stamps, I will) 
give either a medical exam ination or business!-
consultation, and will forward the same to you to» 
secure to them  M in d  and M atter for one year.. 

Yours respectfully,
M rs. Du. Sayi.es,

365 Jefferson Ave., Grand Rapids, Mich.
-:o:-

Dr. J.C. Phillips’ Liberal Offer.
Umro, Wis., Jan. 14,1880. 

Bro. Roberts .-—You can say in your paper that 
any one subscribing for your paper through me*, 
and sending stamps to prepay answer, will receive*"

iptt
Send’lock of h a ir . Dr. J . C. P h il l ip s ,

PnychomcirUt, Clairvoyant and Magnetic Healtr,.

-:o:-

A Most Valuable Offer—Spirit Obsession Diagnosed.
■ Brother R oberts :—You may say in your paper 
tha t I will give a free examination of persons who- 
would like to know w hether they are obsessed o r 
not, if they will subscribe for M ind  and M atter 
six m onths or one year. Any person accepting 
this offer must send a note from you to tha t effect.
All applications by letter must contain a lock oí 
' ' o f f

Roberts, Editor, two tickets' to attend materializ 
ing seances of A. F. Ackerly, of 49 Debevoise St. 
Brooklyn, N. Y.

hair of the  applicant, age, sex, etc., and one three- 
cent postage stamp. Address B. F. Brown, Box 
28, Lewiston, Maine. This proposition to remain 
open until fu rther notice. • B.-F. B rown.

[W e regard the  abo’’e proposition of Mr. Brown 
neas a most im portant one to the afflicted apart from 

the interest We have in it.—E d .]

PH ILA DELPHI A SPIRITUAL MEETINGS.

A CONFERENCE AND CIRCLE will! be held every 
Hunday afternoon at 3 o’clock, at the Thompson St. Church, 
below Front. Public cordially Invited.

SPIR ITU A L CIRCLE every Hundny afternoon nl2.30-___
o’clock, at Hull N, K, Cor. Ninth and Spring Garden Street«. 1 
Public cordially invited free. Dr. J. H. Rhoden, Conductor.

PHILADELPHIA MEDIUMS.

Mrs. I I . I>. CliHpiiiitn, Medium for the sick In body- 
and mind. No. 1208 Mt. Vernon Street.

MRS. JAMES A. REINS, Materializing medium, will, 
until further notice, hold a Select Materializing Seance every 
Hunday, Tuesday and Friday evenings ut 8 o’clock, at her-
residence, No. 1020 South Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia,. 
Pa. Private Seances by special arrangement. Take Thir
teenth streetcar, green light, to Baltimore depot, exchange-

MRS. LOOMIS, Trance Test and Heajiiig Medium. 
Diagnosis of disease or business rending from lock of hair - 
by mall, 53 cents each, Medicated Vapor Baths and Klcctro- 
Magnetlc treatment given. - 1312 Mt, Vernon St., Phila., I'a. '

LEONARD I. AHBOTT, Magnetic Healer. Paralysis 
and all nervous nftecllons a speciality. Treatments from 
81.00 to $3.00. Special terms by addressing 1223 North Third 
Hired, Philadelphia.

I)r. H e n ry  C. G ordon , Materializing and Slate Wri
ting Medium, GDI North Thirteenth street, Philadelphia.
Select seances every Monday and Friday evenings ut 8 i 
o'clock. Private sittings daily for Slate Writing tests and
communications,

Mr*. T lll le  R. B eecher, Trance Test Medium, No. 
2317 'Madison Square. Sittings daily ; Communications -, 
given botli in German and English.

Mrn. E. S. P ow ell, Business nnd Test Medium, Sit
tings daily from 9 a. m. to y p. m., at No. 258 North Ninth- 
Street,

Mm. I lo h lo c k . Germnn Trance and Test Medium. 
Circles every Wednesday and Sunday evenings. Sittings • 
daily, 1311 North Front Street.

Dr. Roxilana T, Rex, Healing and Test Medium, 
446 York Avenue, Mondays, Tuesdays ami Thursdays. . 
Diseases of women a speciality. Consultation free. Consul
tation by letter, enclose three 3-et stamps. Developing circle - 
Tuesday evenings. r  -,

Mr. an d  Mm. T. J .  A m b ro s ia , Slate Writing, Clair- - 
voyant, Trance and Test Mediums,T223 North Third Street. 
Circle every ÿundny, Wednesday, und Friday evenings, , 
also every Tuesday at 2.30 p. in. Consultations' daily from 
8 a. m. to 6 p. m.

Mi«. A. E. D e lln as , Clairvoyant examination, and , 
magnetic treatment. Office hours from 9 a.m. to 12 m., and 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. No. 1231 North Fifteenth st.. Phila.

A lfred  Ja m ea , Trance, clairvoyant and letter medium.
Test circles Tuesday and Friday evenings. Sittings daily, 

” "  "  vinNo. 2 Rear of 1229 Vine street.
Mra. K atie B. R obinson, the well-known Trance- 

test medium, will give sittings daily to investigators, at 2128
Brandyw ine streetr

Mm. Carrie Crowley, Trance Test Medium, will dye 
select sitting« daily from 9 A. M. to5 P. M,. at No. 821 j 
worth Street.



(HASCH e, H. S. SS.] M I N D  A N D 1 S A T T E R .
SPIRITUAL MEDIOME.

WOULD YOU KNOW YOURSELF
CONSULT WITH

A. B. SEVERANCE.
T H K  W E L L -K N O W N

PSYCHOMETRIST AND CLAIRVOYANT.
'Come in person, or send by letter a lock of your hair, or 

thand-writing, or a photograph; he will give you a correct 
delineation or character, giving instructions for self-improve- 
tnent, by telling what faculties to cultivate and what to re
strain, giving your present physical, mental and spiritual 
condition, giving post and future events, telling what kind 
o f  a medium yon can develop into, if any. What business 
o r profession you are best calculated for, to be successful in 
life. Advice and counsel in business matters, also, advice in 
reference to marriage; the adaptation of one to the • other, 
and whether you are in a proper condition for marriage; 
hints and advice to those that are in unhappy married rela
tions, how to make their path of life smoother. Further, 
will give an examination of diseases, and correct diagosis, 
with a written prescription and instructions for home treat
ment, which, if the patients follow, will improve their health 
and condition every time, if it does not effect a cure.

DELINEATIONS.
«HE ALSO TREATS DISEASES MAGNETICALLY AND OTHERWISE

Teems :—Brief Delineation. $1.00. Full and Complete De
lineation, $2,00. Diagnosis of Disease, S1.00. Diagnosis and 
(Prescription, $3.00. Full and Complete Delineation With Di
agnosis and Prescription, $5.nt, Address A...B. Severance, 
119 Grand Avenue, Milwaukee, Wis.

7 .  V .
Test Medium, answers sealed letters at 61 West Forty- 

S econd Street, New York. Terras, $3.00 and four 3-eerft 
«tamps. Register your letters. . -

JAMES A. BLISS,
LETTER MEDIUM.

Communications by letter for persons at a distance. Terms 
6100 and three 3-ct stamps. Office, 713Sansom St., Phtia, Pa,

JElTITIlTa-S,
T ran ce, H ea lin g , B usiness anil Test Medium,

Spiritual sittings daily, Seances1 Tuesday and Friday 
evenings. And a pleasant home for invalids and others to 
hoard, and receive medical treatment, if desired, by Jas. 
Jennings,-M. D. For terms send two 3-ct. stamps. Address 
"Vineland, New Jersey, Box 733.

MRS. A. S. WINCHESTER,
Trance Medium. Letters answered and examined. Fe-
'veloping circles held. Bliss’ Magnetized paper and Plan, 
ehetles always on hand. 620 Mason Street, (P, O. Box 1997) 
San Francisco, Cal.

POWER is given John M. Spear to delineate character, 
to describe and proscribe for disease of body and mind, Per
sons desiring such aid may send bandwriting, stnting age 
and sex, enclosing sttimiied and addressed envelope, witli 
one dollar. 2210 Mount Vernon St., Philadelphia, Pa. [If.

HE A UNO MEDIUMS.

MRS. M. K. BOOZER,
Medium for Medical Diagnosis and Psychometry, 415 Lyon 

'street, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Mrs. Boozer cures all forms 
o f Chronic diseases. Diagnosis made by lock of hair or 
•patient’s .hand-writing. Diagnosis, Sitting or Psyclionictrl- 
eation, 82, Examination and prescription, with medlolne, $3. 
The cure of tliohahitof usingtoliaecoaspecialty—the appetite 
often changed by one treatment. Terms, 86 l>er treatment.

DR. DUMONT C. BAKE,
Magnetic Physician. Office and residence, 147 Clinton St,, 

Brooklyn, N.,Y, Fifteen-years experience in the exoluslve 
and successful treatment of Chronio Diseases.

MRS. LIZZIE LENZBERO,
Successful Healing Medium, Relieves in most cases. 

Communications while entranced. Will visit patients. 
References given. HoursOto 6, or later by appointment, 
310 West 30th street, between 8th and 9th Avenues.

MRS. A. M. GEORGE,
Business Clairvoyant and Test Medium, Rooms Nos, 14 and 
15 Shively's Block, 111 Massachusetts Avc,, Indianapolis, Ind,

. J.Wm. Van Name«. M.D.. Clairvoyant and Mag
netic Physician. Madison, Connecticut. Examinations 
«lade from lock of hair 81.00. Psycometrical reading 
of character $2.00. Magnetized remedies sent for all diseases. 
Will answer calls to lecture before Spiritual Societies, Liberal 
Leagues, Temperance Societies, and attend Conventions and 
Funerals within reasonable distance from home on moder
ate terms '

SPECIAL NOTICES. •

NPIRIT SKETCH LIKENESSES.
■Of departed friends for those coming to respond to the fall) 
made by undersigned—for one dollar and three 3-ct. 
stamps Money returned if conditions do not favor execu
tion. Address, '.HENRY LACROIX,

Montreal, Canada,

MRS. M. J. GARDNER-RANKIN, M. D.,
324 North Fifth St. Terre IIautk, Ind. 

Clairvoyant and .Magnetic Healer, will give test and de
veloping circle», and answer by mail any.person that wishes 
to  have a clairvoyant examination of disease. For full 
diagnosis of disease, send lock of hair, with name, age, sex, 
and complexion, and enclose 82 00 and a three cent stamp. 
All letters promptly answered. Test or circles by appoint» 
incut. Office hours from 9 to 12 a, in. and from 1 to 3 p, m. 
Medical control, Dr Haines. Test and developing circles 
given at 324 North Fifth St„ every Monday evening, until 
further notice, for the benefit of the Medium's Homo Fund. 
Admission 25 cents.

B L ISS’
Collection of. Spiritual Hymns, especially designed-for
Camp IMIaetlng-s,

■ Circles, Seances,
and. Home "Use,

Contains 27 of the most popular spiritual hymns, that are- 
familiar to all. ■ Price 3 cents per copy, or 25 cents per 
■dozen.

Address, JAMES A. BLISS.
713 Hansom St., Pliilada., Pa.

SOMETHING NEW AND RELIABLE.—By send
in g  me one dollar I will answer twenty questions, by inde
pendent slate-writing, on love, courtship, marriage, or busi
ness of any kind or nature. Ask' your questions plain, anil I 
will guarantee the answers to be reliable. Send lock of hair, 
■slating age and sex. DR. A. B. DOBSON, Maquoketa, Iowa.

THE FAMILY HAND BOOK t
Or, R ecipes mill E nds for the M illion .

(Illustrated.) A perfect mine of information. Worth 810 a 
year to anyone. Just the book fur you. Sent free during 

- flic next thirty days, afterwards 10 ets. a copy.
' ■ J. H. MOSELEY,Address,

141 S. Eighth fit., Brooklyn, N. Y.

All MEDIUMS. HEALERS, and PHYSICIANS, should 
learn the great Vitapatliic system of Health and Life and 
Power, and get the Diploma of the AMERICAN HEALTH 
■COLLEGE, Legal in all States and Countries. Send stamp 
(or book of particulars, to Prof". J . n. Cam pbell, M. D. 
V. D;, 206 LongworthSt,.Cincinnati. Ohio.

TRANSITION) or SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY
BYT. It. EVANS.

By sending me a Lock of Hair or Photograph of yourself. I 
will send the results of three Photograpliic sittings. Enclose 
one dollar and three 3 cent postage stamps. Address,

T. R. EVANS, 74 Fourth Avenue, Louisville, Ky. 
Reference—J. M. Roberts, Editor “ Mind and Matter."

Outfitjfurnished free, with full instruction« for con
ducting the most profitable business that anyone 
can engage in. The business is so easy to learn, and 
our instructions sre so simple and plain, that any 
one can make great profits from the very start. No 
one can fail who is willing to work. Women are as 

successful as men. Boys and girls can earn large suras. 
Many have made at the business over one hundred dollars 
in a single week. Nothing like it ever known before. All 
who engage are surprised at the ease and rapidity with 
which they are able to make money. You can engage in 
this businese during your spare time at great profit. You 
do not have to invest capital in it. We take ail the risk 
Those who need ready money, should write to us at once.

n a n « » !

JOSEPH JOHN’S WORKS OF ART
WITH u 2b£X 1TD -A-lTD MATTER."

------ :o:-------
■The 'continued demand for the  works of Joseph John, has induced us to make our readers the 

foil »wing offer. W e will send to any address in. the U nited States and Canada,
“ H ind and M atter,” three m onth«, and choice o f  One P ictu re ,  .........................................91.00

“ “ “ s ix  “ “ “ “ .................................................. i . 5 o
“ “ “ one year, “ “ • “ “ ...................  ...........................  2.50
“ “ “ “ “ “ “ two “ . . . . . . ZZZZZZZZZZZZ. 3loo

And 50 cents ad d ition a l for each o f  th e fo llow in g picture« ordered.
■ , ' "iZ\—— :o:------

{© ““Postage on both Paper and Pictures will be prepaid by us, and the-latter safely enclosed in 
paste-board rollers.

---- —:o:---- —

The Dawning Light.
This beautiful and impressive picture representing the

BIRTH PLACE OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM.
in Hydeaville, N. Y„ was oarefully and correctly drawn and painted by our eminent American artist medium, Joseph 
John. Angelio messengers descending through rifted olouas, bathed in floods of celestial light, are most successfully 
linked and blended witli this noted house and its surroundings, of road, yard, the well qpd its oaken buoket, shade trees, 
orchard, the blacksmith shop with its blazing forge, and the Hyde mansion resting ggaingt the hill in the distance. 
Twilight pervades the foreground in mystlo graded typical of spiritual conditions in the eventful days of 1848. A light 
for the wandering pilgrim shines frbm'the windows of that room where spiritual telegraphy began to electrify the world 
with its "glad tidings of great loy.” Luminous floods of morning light stream up from the oloud-raounted horizon, 
Illuminating the floating olouds In gorgeous tints, and then falling over the angel band and the dark olouds beyond,

------ :o:-------

The Orphans’ Rescue,
Engraved on Steel T»y J. A. J. Wilcox, from Joseph John’« Great Paintings,

This picture represents, in most beautiful and fascinating Allegory, a brother and sister as little orphan voyagers on 
the “River of Life,” their boat in “angry waters," nearing the brink of a fearful eata'raot shadowed by frowning rooks, 
while tlie spirit father and mother hbver near witli outstretched arms to guide their boat through the dangerous waters 
to a place of safety. In conception and execution, -this picture is a rare gem of art, and worthy or the distinguished Artist 
medium through whom it was given. Size of sheet, 22x28 incites. Engraved surface, about 15x20 inches,

------ ;0;-------
The fo llow in g  m agnificent w ork o f  art Is a com panion p iece to the “ Orphan's R escue.”

AN ART POEM IN ALLEGORY.

Life’s Morning and Evening.
Engraved on Steel in Line and Stipple by J. A. J. Wilcox. A river, symbolizing tho life of man, winds through a 

landscape of hill and plain, bearing on its current a time-worn bark, containing William Cullen Bryant. An Angel accom
panies tlie boat, one hand rests on tho helm, while with the oilier sho points towards the open son—an emblem of eternity 
—and admonishes “Life's Morning," to live good nnd pure lives, so, “That when their barks shall float at eventide," lliey 
may bo like "Life's Evening," fitted for tlie “crown of immortal worth," and depart peacefully, "Like one who wraps 
the drapery of Ills couch about him and lies down to pleasant dreams." A band of angels are scattering flowers, typical 
of God’s inspired teachings. One holds in his hand a crown of light. A little flower-wreathed seraph drops roses and 
buds, which in their descent, assume the form of letters and words, that whispers to tho youthful Pilgrims on tho shore, 
"Be Kind." Near the water’s edge, mingling with the sunlit grass, in flower letters wo road, “ God is Love." Just be
yond sits a humble waif, her faeo radiant with innocence and love, as she lifts the first letter of" Charity "—“■Faith " and 
r‘ Hope " being already garnered in the basket by her side. Over tho rising ground wo rend, " Lives of Great Men," nnd 
Longfellow's poem, “ A Psalm of Life.” lifts the veil, and wo road beyond the limits of tho picture; "all remind us wo 
can make our lives sublime.". Further on to the left, “ Ho live,” admonishes us that wo should thoughtfully consider the 
closing lines of Bryant’s Tlmuntopsis, “Thy will be done" has fallen upon tho bow of tho boat, and- is tho voyager's 
bright uttering of faith. Trailing in the water from the side of tho boat, is tho song of llio ho&yeniy messengers. “We'll 
gently .waft him o'er." The boy, playing witli his toy boat, and ids sister standing near,'view with astonishment, tho 
passing scenes. Tills is a masterly work, restful in tone, hallowed in sentiment, Size of sheet, 22x28  in. Published at 83

■ ■■ —-----tO ---- —

“Nearer, My God, to Thee.”
Engraved on Steel by tlie Bank Note Engraver, J. R, Rice. This picture represents a woman holding Inspired pages, 

her hands clasped, and eyes turned heavenward. It,is a night scene. Tlie moon shining through tlie partially curtained 
window, does not produce tlie flood of light which falls over the woman’s face, This light is tvploal of that Light which 
flows from above and dispels the olouds from the soul in Its moment« of devotion. Size of Sheet, 22x28  Inches. Pub
lished at 82.50. Reduced to 82.00.

i " .------ to:— :.'

Homeward; or, the Curfew.
" Tlie curfew tolls the knell of parting day, Tho ploughman liomownrd plods' Ills weary way,

The lowing herd winds slowly o'er the iea; And leaves the world to darkness and to me,"
“ Now fadus tlie glimmering landscape on tho sight."

An Illustration of the First Lines in Grey's Elegy,
------ to:------

The Follow ing 1« it com panion  piece to “ Homeward t or, the Curfew.”

Farm Yard at Sunset.
Tlie scene Is In harvest tlmo on tlie banks of a river, Tlie fiirm liouso, troes, wator, hill, sky, and clouds form tho 

back-ground. In the foreground are the most harmonious groupings, in which aru beautiful and interesting h endings 
of a happy family with tho animal kingdom. A man is unloading hay in the barn. Horses released from harness are 
being eared for by the proprietor. Grandpa holds a baby boy, who fondly caresses “Old White" the favorite horse, that 
is drinking at tlie trough. The milk maid stands by tier best cow. Among tlie feathered tribe, a.little girl is In slight 

'.warfare, with a mother hen,.hut carefully watched by the faithful dog... Oxen driven by a lad are approaching with a 
load of hay. A youngster on the fodder shed is preventing Ills eat from preying upon the doves. Cattle, sheep, lambs, 
colt, ducks, geese, doves, mid other birds, are artistically grouped and senllered throughout tlie picture, Tlie mellow 
light of tho setting sun richly illuminates this eloaiient Art Poem,"..of thrifty and contented American farm life. ■'.Com
petent judges consider il by.far the best Farm yard illustration over produced. Theiiublloation of tills work will gratify 
thousands who have desired an appropriate companion piece to "Homeward." Htein copied in Black and Two Tints, in 
a high grade of that Art, The very artiHtio tinting lias produced tho most period and pleasing sunset eft'ects, Size of 
sheet 22x28  inches. Published ut tlie low price of 82.CO.

------- tO t----- -V

{© *Iu ordering bo particular to state which of the pictures you desire, sending your name, 
with County, Town and State. Address, ■ 4 '  ■
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other Planchettes now in the market, are ns follows; First, 
Thu pnste-board top, Instead of varnished or oiled wood. 
Second, Each instrument is separately magnetized in the 
cabinet of the noted Bliss mediums, of Philadelphia, and 
carries with it a developing influence from Mr. Bliss ana his 
spirit guides to Hie purchaser. Price 50 cents each or 85.00 
per dozen. Address JAMES A, BLISS,

713 Sansom Street, Philadelphia, Penna,

■V itapatixic H e a l in g 1 In s t i tu te ,
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MIlfsFP Ap^TD; M A T ^ iR .:
TH E PHIL80PHY OF SPIRITUALISM AS CON

TRASTED WITH THAT OF CHRISTIANITY.

,BY J. H. MENDENHALL.

E ditor o f M ind  and M atter.
My Dear Brother:—You have been liberal in

granting space in your Columns for views from my 
on th e  basic principles, or th e  Phenomenal 
of ¡Spiritualism. W ith  your further indul-

f;ence, I  w ill dare to speculate freely upon its Phi- 
osophy in  contradistinction to Credal Christianity. 

1  do this w ith  the highest regard for those’ who 
m ay differ from me in opinion upon the question 
under consideration, The word “ philosophy,” as 
defined by W ebster, is of lengthy explanation— 
too much so, for full insertion here—so I  will 
adopt such portion only as will answer my pres
en t purpose, as set forth ,in the  Miltonian styl . 
H ere  it i s : “ Philosophy—Reasoning, argumenta
tion.” T he philosophy, then, of Spiritualism, is 
th e  reasoning or logical argumentation arising out of 
its proper investigation. Now, as the  great Liebig 
once rem arked, "N atu re  speaks a  peculiar lan
guage—th e  language of phenomena.” And as 
Spiritualism  is a part of Nature—nay, a supreme 
p a rt—we,.to be  benefited by h er language in rea
soning o r philosophizing upon Spiritualism, are 
forced to refer to its phenom enal phases, from 
w hich we are  enabled to m ake deductions and 
form logical conclusions. The chief points in the  
phenom ena o f Spiritualism, to me, consist in what 
is know n as th e  rap, materialization, and the com- 
m m ia d in g  o f  intelligence. I t  is  not a  little strange 
th a t - th in k in g  minds—especially those of m eta
physical caste, and still more 'so, those would-be 
teachers in  the  Spiritual ranks, so wholly disre
gard said phenomena as not to give them place 
among th e  them es of their studies. I  say strange, 
because in the ir most simple form —the rap—there 
is contained the very key that opens into the deep 
arcana of life. For when the spirit-rap is produced,
there  is offered to man an opportunity for the pro- 
foundest thought and sterling investigation. Al
though b u t a click is heard, we readily perceive, 
by the use of our reason, that it is the  manifesta
tion of love, life, intelligence. Seeing that said 
click or rap  is not an emanation from our own 
conscious organism, we know a t once it is the re
sult of som e 'o ther acting cause or organism out
side our o w n ; and, judging from th e  character of 
the  intelligence communicated through the rap, 
we cannot .say less than that i t  is truly character
istic of th e  genus homo, and, as before stated, it 
coming from a source not within, but ab extra our
self, the conclusion is forced upon us that the 
originator of said intelligence, though invisible, is 
some o ther conscious, living, organic being just 
like ourself; therefore, a hum an being. Let us 
now apply Mr. W ebster’s most radical and logical 
definition to the word »Spirit, and the  great prob- 
lem of the.Rap, profound as it is, will at once be 
solved. " S p ir i t—The intelligent and immortal 
p a rt of m an ¡ the human soul after it has left the 
body.” T he spirit-rap, then, to us. is the voice of 
hum an immortality. This was my mode of rea
son ing  upon the first spiritual rappings that ever 
greeted my sense®, over thirty-tw o years ago. And 
as then, I still claim that th is little phenomenal 
elem ent o f Spiritualism—the rap—constitutes the 
basis of th e  science of life, inasmuch as it shows 
th a t the hum an spirit, a source of power and in
telligence, is susceptible ol esse both in and out of 
the  body. I f  we add to this the  knowledge ob
tained through the phenom ena of materia liza lion, 
no t only is our former theory corroborated thereby, 
bu t we have discovered the all-im pertant fact that 
spirit controls matter; a fact whicn our materialis
tic scientists have never yet learned—one which 
they will have to acknowledge, before their claims 
can be adm itted as truly scientific. But we learn 
also, from the materializing phenomena, the exact 
form we shall wear in our continued existence be
yond the plane of mundane life; tha t not only is 
our im m ortality an entity, btit an integral entity 
thatgoes to make us organic, acting, intelligent be
ings. I t  may not be considered wholly irrelevant 
to  the  Bubiect, nor irreverent of 2Vut/i, to suggest 
here the thought that, since spirit or spirits con
trol m atter to the extent of taking from and giv
ing to the ir own spiritual entity the  property of 
visibility, they  are in fact their own creators, de
velopers, self-evolutionists. T hat the  "G reat Cre
ating Spirit,” (so called) _when logically compre
hended, is bu t the embodiment of all spirit-germs, 
filling infinite space, and by .virtue of their inhe
re n t life forces, which include all forces, functions 
and possibilities, they individually and collect
ively move forward under the  law of destiny, in 
search of the  inconceivable ultim ate o f life. Not, 
however, strictly after the Darwiniun plan, but 
each germ, species, etc., moves forward in its own 
order. T his thought of self-creation seems to be 
in strict accord with that of se lf responsibility, 
self-salvation, ete., etc., and is strengthened by  a 
knowledge of t he fact that etern ity  of existence, a 
property common to all m e, precludes the neces-, 
sity of delegated force to set tilings in motion. Is 
there  not as much simplicity, grandeur and other 
attributes worthy of adoration in a creation after 
the  above method as there is in the mythical 
order so highly admired by Christian, and other 
more ancient-worshipping, people? But I  leave 
th is metaphysical nut for theologians to crack, 
and re tu rn  to the philosophy of Spiritualism 
proper. Seeing that man continues to exist be
yond the vale of m undane life, returns to earth 
w ith all h is  former powers and holds converse 
w ith his fellow-beings yet unfledged, being co n 
fined neither in heaven nor he ll; it knocks the 
prop, nay, th e  very corner-stones from under 
Christianity, in  every se n seo f  the  word, leaving 
n o tso m u c li as a smell of its sulphuric aura to 
serve as a  “ sweet-smelling savor” to its lingering 
devotees. All classes of spirits—good, bad and in
d iffe re n t-re tu rn . From tneir communications we. 
learn tha t there, in the spirit world, as well us here, 
they  are under the law of Progress; susceptible ol 
culture, refinem ent, self-salvation; th a t  they all 
a re  b o rn 'in to  earth-life under a general law of 
change, finding their position in life respectively, 
according to the ir mental m ake-up: so all are re
born, resurrected into spirit-life under the same 
general law or model of being, each and all taking 
position according to need, merit, fitness, etc., etc. 
Retaining otir powers in full, we shall possess tin 
liberty there, as here, to u-e them for our indi
vidual and mutual benefit. Were it not so. then 
the  heavenly (so called) would be of less signifi
cance than the earthly life. Being thus all alike, 
we perceive th a t we are all m embers of one body, 
one fraternal family, having one common origin, 
seeking one common d e s tin y : which destiny i- 
onward and upward through the vast cycles of 
progression in love, wisdom and power.

On the o ther hand C hristianity philosophizes

thus And it came to pass th a t Ctyd 
world and all things therêjn. ^Ve 'are 
however, where God dwelt'.before! H e i 
world, But tha t he tookstftnh M f niftg and 
Borne something, (some dust) and tnen, o u t-o f  
th a t dupt, H e made a m p ,  and t b ^  a f t 'é r 'a p ittlÿ ' 
reflection, perceivui^iC w ouldnotbe g'oba.fbrtnat 
man to be alone, He made for him a chere amie— a 
woman out • of what was no better th in  a stolén 
bone ; for He took that bone “rib” from the m an’B 
own bundle of »flesh when he was wrapt in 
" deep sleep.” But the woman was formed, and it 
came to pass that she loved the m an with all her 
h ea rt—natural that she should—and she offered 
to him , as a means of comfort, the  fruit of her 
own selection. . •

W hat that fruit was, I  do not know, nor have I 
evey m et with a Christian who could tell ipe’. But 
it came to pass that the  aine de bone— the'soui of 
mud—the man which the  Lord God made, ac
cepted and ate the proffered fru it; for he in turn  
loved the woman. He would have been a'fool, 
had he done otherwise. Bob Ingersoll Bays, he 
would have done it in fifteen minutes. But th e re t 
was a th ird  person who officiated in this ancient* 
affuire d’ amour—a worm, who also perceived 
th a t the  woman’s idea of eating the fruit together 
with her compagnon de voyage was a good one: as ' 
it  would be to them an eye opener, and. they  
would then  be able to “ choose tne good from the  
evil.” Ju st the thing they needed, and every
body else. But because this poor worm—now 
called the devil—loved knowledge better than ig
norance, and taught the man and the woman the 
tru th , why, Christianity has hated the devil from 
th a t day to this, and as a consequence, has op
posed the advent of every newly developed tru th  
from th e  hour of its inception, But it also came 
to pass, th a t the Lord God, on seeing tha t the man' 
and the woman had gotten their eyes open, and 
were beginning to learn wisdom, waxed hot in 
wrath, and in a tantrum, H e pursed the man and 
the  woman whom he had made, also tha t immor
tal worm, even unto death, But physical déath 
was not the ultimate of the  Lord God’s curse upon 
this triad body of philosophers and lovers ; for the 
curse was one deep and sore—striking even to the  
very soul, And it camé to pass that the  Lord God 
entered into a counsel w ith his owh will, to devise 
some scheme whereby he could rectify His own 
m istakes; for n o t’only the  man whom he cursed 
became subject to'death, physically and spiritually, 
but all his posterity should' die in his name, and 
the whole world of m ankind would be utterly  
d— d. So it came to pass, (not in due season, 
however, for millions had already died and gone 
t o -------for want Of a .Saviour,) tha t the  Lord God

■'u » \ H ‘«f J
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To the E d ito r o f  M ind  a n d  ¡la tter:

TlèfouW  thé  cdliÆ ns o f "yxïjiG  
dekiiMh to thftnk}m oâtl'sincet' 
Loyrell..M4chigan,,.fó,L.bÍS.JfeÍ7  instructive and 
-truthful- articles entitled "  Spiritualistic Barna
cles,” which appeared in the numbers of Dec. 11 ' 
and Jan. 22 last; and you for your continued 
earnest and ablé editorials, in  thé  past and pres
ent, in  opposition to Christian Spiritualism, and 
the  .worship of the. man called Jesus; as well as 
for the remarkable communications through Al
fred James, which appear from week to week. 
You need not my humble commendation; for 
time, the  Corrector of all errors, w ill sooner or 
later corroborate the  tru th  and value of your po
sitions; but I could not well forbear Baying a 
brief word at this time, when the arching skies 
of Spiritualism seem auite eclipsed by th e  super
stitions and fungi of the  dead and decaying forms 
of the  Protestant and,.Roman Catholic churches ; 
and ' when many Spiritualists, because they  have 
càst aside a few of th e  many barnacles of the  old 
religious customs, th in k  themselves entirely free 
’from,bigotry, and have (he only true way to glory 
anff happiness;-and cease to investigate, read  and 
reflect, and so stop growing.

The tru th  is plain to my m ind tha t they  are 
still psychologized Subjects of the  Christian 
churches, arid still cling with a  hideous tenac; 
ity, to many of the ir vain and frivolous rituals 
and ceremonies born in the  dark past, and care
fully nurtured by- them  to the present time, 
Nothing is more sickening and saddening in  the 
light of this nineteenth century, than to see old 
Spiritualists of influence and, one would suppose, 
experience, bowing down in quiet and happy sub
mission to the very rites that were in  popular 
favor two hundred years ago, when th is old 
m other (cruel is a more fitting word) church 
hung witches in the  nam e of the  Lord, in  this 
beautiful Connecticut valley. I t  is the descend- 
ants of those intolerant people who have inheri 
ted many of their traits, th a t seem to take so 
much delight in  persecuting mediums to-day; 
and who appear to have learned but little more 
of the  natural laws governirig sensitives than  the 
religious bigots of two centuries ago. W ith Shake
speare I say :

11 Disrobe til# ¡mugen,
• If you do find them decked with ceremonies."
A few years ago a prom inent U nitarian minis 

ter in New York city told me th a t the abuses and 
fashionable follies in high and low society, coun
tenanced and made respectable by the leading 
churches, had led h im -to hate the very name of 
Christianity. A large and growing class of th ink  
ing and intelligent men and women have come to 

-the same conclusion, e ven if they do not sneak the ir 
sentim ents publicly. I  do not hate the Church or 
Christians, but I  u tter my firm protest against 
their obnoxious teachings, in any form. I am more 
and more convinced each day of the' necessity of 

upon, and to whom he to ld -h is pleasing story. Spiritualists setting their/faces squarely against 
................... ....  ■ • ■ • ■ ,(]» any compromise w ith the C hurch,in  any way

the virgin, and the virgin^ from the shadow, be-

conceived the thought tha t a virgin and a ghost 
m ight do Him great service in bringing about a 
reconciliation between H im self and the party 
whom lie had cursed, if He could only prevail on 
them  to play the game so wisely instituted by 
Adam, Eve and the Devil. Suffice it to say the 
plan worked well. 'For behold! a ghostr-a “Holy 
Ghost,” perhaps en route for Bethlehem, espied a 
virgin, one no doubt, w ho 'w as comely to look

And it came to pass that the ghost “over shad<?\vei 
d

came enceinte, and anon 'stie  was the real m other 
of God. “ The wonderful counsellor,” etc., and on 
th is wise, it was that the whole of the  “ Christian 
plan of salvation” was made m anifest; for every 
one who is fool enough to believe the  silly story, 
hath  “ eternal life,” but he who don’t, shall be 
dam ned; and “Bob” says he’ll be damned if  he 
does." And it («line to pass that the  little baby 
god grew in grace and wisdom, and did many 
mighty works for humanity. But this did not 
avail, for Christianity is the religion of blood— 
“ without the  shedding of blood there  is no ,re
mission of sin.’’—and it was mete tha t the young 
baby god’s blood be shed. And it came to pass 
according to decree, that his blood was let; which 
act counterbalanced the whole of the  curse which 
the Lord God poured out upon the man lie made 
of mud, and through him all his posterity. Hence 
it is that all Christians sing:

" There In ft fountain filled witli blood,
Flows from Irnnmmicl’s vein ;

And Kimiurn ljliiiiged beiK-utli the Mood,
IxMte nil their guilty

This “blood” however, m ust be drunk, and the 
flesh of the young gou eaten by the believing 
Christian to make it effectual, or his salvation 
sure. If however, the original blood and flesh 
cannot be had, a little wine—symbolical blood;, 
and hard-tack—imlevened bread—will answer 
every purpose. Do this, ye travelers to the bar 
of God, i. e. eat, drink and believe, and the crown 
shall be yours, even-though your life practically 
has been one that liends would blush to record ; 
only “ believe and you shall be saved."' Christian: 
the  above declarations constitute ihc m a m a  sum- 
marum  of your creed; for the maintenance of 
which, one hundred and fifty millions of human 
lives have been destroyed in the “ holy wars," by 
the hands of the “ .faithful,” superintended by the 
gods ye worship. Compare it with the straight
forward and onward course of things us pointed 
out in the  "Philosophy of Spiritualism,” and 
choose ye the better way.

Unionport, Ind.
T erre H aute, Ind., Feb. li), 1881.

Finns» R oberts:— For the benefit of your many 
readers and inquiring minds, I wish to state in 
vour columns what was given to me at.. Pence 
H all, through Mrs. Anna Stewart, the m aterializ
ing medium. I have often attended her seances 
with much satisfaction; and (in the evening of the 
loth  inst., in company with o th e r ’friends, I at
tended her seance, and was much pleased to m eet 
my medical control, Dr. Haines, who has con
trolled me many years. I see. him ami talk to 
him  every day (clairvoyantly and spiritually).

The circle was opened with music,-after which 
there were several forms came out of the cabinet, 
one of whom was the sister of the medium,.and 
she joined in the beautiful music tha t 'was "being 
sung. The words were, “ There is a  landr th a t j s  
fairer than day," and her voice was like heavenly 
music for us hungry mortals. After ¡this, there 
came my medical guide and adviser. The door 
of the cabinet was thrown open, and before me, in 
full life size, stood the materialized form of him 
who has ever been as a brother to ine, and spoke 
in his natural voice, ami seemed perfectly caini 
and collected; and I, taking his.hand introduced 
him to the audience, which lie acknowledged with 
a bow. After tie had conversed with me a short 
time, I returned to my place in the circle, and, by 
request, he deTnaterialized in a  strong light before 
all present. After that others came, and it was a 
pleasant and enjoyable evening tha t we all shall 
long remember.

Respectfully yours for the  cause of Truth and 
Humanity,

M rs. M. J. G ardner-R a n k in , M. D.

any compromise 
whatever.

" They enslave tliclr children’s children 
Who compromise with Bin,"

And that the churches are the ultimatum of 
sin, all history fully shows. While many of us
have been lingering among the anticipated glories 
of the Summer land, the  vigilant Church has been 
silently bu t surely forging chains to hind us, by 
insidiously converting this into a Christian gov
ernm ent. I say all honor to you, Mr. Editor, and 
those brave men and women who have been and 
are positive and aggressive. Is T ruth and Justice 
to forever stand ha t in  hand, and with fawning, 
“ at your service, sir,” stand silent; while bloated 
error flaunts her banner with acclamations and 
applause? What a change for the  better m ight lie 
accomplished if every Liberal would strike an at
titude of defence, instead of cringing at the feet of 
th a t bloody monster th a t has ever blocked the 
wheels of every movement for bettering the con
dition of the race. I  will not except one._ Not a 
single reform has ever been started in the interest 
of men and women, bu t what th is effete hag, the 
Christian Church, has placed its bloody and pow
erful hands upon it and th reatened to crush it. 
We have one thing to encourage us, more than  all 
others, when we scan our army, and the ranks 
look weak and the breastworks slight, beside the 
battlem ents'of the  church edifices, we have the 
great men and women, invisible as well as visible, 

.to lead ns and encourage us on in the unequal 
struggle of Right against Wrong. When the heart 
faints and old error seems about to bury us a t one 
swooj), the gentle but firm voice of some unseen 
friend who lias been tried, perhaps, in a more se
vere fire, while on earth , falls upon our ears and 
bids us press on, thrilling us. with a hope and 
power that is not easily explained. T here is no 
question as to the-fina l result, but 1 sometimes 
grow faint when I th ink  what it may cost. I can
not forget our late war and the terrible-heartaches- 
m ade by vhe hands of blind-conservatism by men 
in authority who were afraid to do right.

But the w orld  moves, and life is onward and 
upward,-and-those-“ who-follow, us will tread in 
putiiB sirewn with tiowers; and tli air from these 
beautiful hills and vallies will echo with more 
harmonious music.

Springfield, Mass., Feb. 19, 38 (1881).

The Medium's Home Project.
G ra nv ille , I owa, Feb. 4th, 1881.

Bro. RbirnuTB:—How glad I was when reading 
the last number of your paper, of the proceedings 
in regard to a “ Home for W orn Out »Mediums,” 
for as vet. there is but little pay in mediumship, 
and  when-the medium working for the benefit of 
the mortal world, shall have exhausted his 
strength and money, he or she can find a resting 
place—a Home. I feel quite sure such a,Hom e 
will inspire more mediums to go to work, and the 
true light will then move steadi’y on. God bless 
the project and may it prosper. Yours,

A. C. W illiam s.

Confirmation of Spirit Communication.
Vi.S'ELAND. Jan. C h, 1881.

J. M. Roiierts—Dear »Sir :—I n your issue of 
December 25:h, 1SS0. there  is a message purporting 
to coined from Mrs. Rosetta L. Benedict, of Staru- 
cca, Wayne Co,, Peuna. I have written a letter to 
said p lace; the answer is tha t it is correct. My 
inform ant says, she died in September 1S77. H er 
maiden name was Shaw, a daughter of Dr. Shaw 
of Starucca. She left one boy who is living -with; 
h is grandfather, Dr. J . P. Shaw, at the aforesaid 
place. My informant's nam e is W. W. Mum ford of 
Stnrnwn Mir nolivo nlann ^’38 Mt. Ple&Sailt,

uth,
JlBAH B. Dix.

[MARCH 5, 1C.&8*.]

A Letter in the Right Spirit.

i  ' ,
W e'ha've nad th e ’ good fortune to be ‘ favoredi 

with the pleasure of conversing with our friends,, 
and of listening to others as they conversed with 
and received tests from those who have manifested- 
an ardent desire to enlighten and instruct us from» 
the other side of the river called death, through, 
the  m edium ship of our esteemed friend, Joseph 
Whole, of Homer, Illinois. W e were lit h is house 
by request of friends of Oxford, Indiana, and ar
ranged to have him go to the  the latter place andi 
hold seances, a t which time he  gave three sittings,, 
which were highly appreciated by all present,, 
numbering twenty odd at each circle.

AVe will at th is time mention but little of the- 
much tha t took place at th e  different seances, as- 
time will not permit. A few things however are o f  
too great importance to pass unnoticed, and the- 
spirit friends, when at B rother Whole’s, requested! 
us to offer to the  columns of M ind and M atter,. 
such items as we should deem most w orthy .to  
place before its numerous readers.

AVe will m ention the nam es of but few who 
were present, in as much as the majority were- 
Spiritualists. Our old friend Atkinson was with 
us a t two of th e  seances, and expressed him self 
particularly well pleased, taking into account all 
tha t occurred. H e has had a large experience 
with the different phases of spirit manifestations,, 
and is therefore competent to judge.

We will now particularize a few of the incidents- - 
th a t occurred, and begin by introducing Judge- 
McConnell, of Oxford, Indiana, another tried and 
approved friend of Spiritualism. The Judge is 
now in his eighty-ninth year, and rem arkably 
hale and well preserved for tha t age. H e re
marked to his friends, that he would like to hear 
from his old friend, Simon Brown, as he felt as
sured lie (Simon Brown) could give him  a test- 
tha t would be irrefutable. AVhilst we were sitting 
in the  last seance, Clarke, one ol the controlling 
spirits, said to the Judge, " Simon Brown will not 
be able to use the  trum pet himself, but requests 
me to ask^you, if  you rem em ber him passing your 
house some years ago with two loads of clap
boards, on his wav to his farm in Gilboa, in  Ben
ton Co., at which time you and he had quite a 
talk.” The Judge stated this to be a fact. In a few 
m inutes after, a spirit, which he well remembered^, 
announced his name as Ristine, and directed his 
rem arks chiefly to the Judge, asking him to shake 
hands with him . They greeted each other heart
ily. Ristine m entioned quite a number of inci
dents that had occurred forty odd years ago, and 
which the Judge said were true as truth itself.

AVe could enum erate many other things tha t 
occurred during our seances, but will not, for the 
reason stated a t tiie outset; and we are fully aware- 
also tha t marly of the good friends of .Spiritualism: 
who have more time, and can more ably set forth, 
the doings of our angel friends, are doing it in 
th a t way that all men and women who are not 
biased Can realize clearly and fully the  grand 
tru th s  th a t our friends on the  other shore, who 
are working so zealously for our good, are pro
ducing' through their chosen vessels the mediums,. 
AVe «will now state that our medium, Mr. Whole, 
is a farmer, and has but little time to devote to ' 
tile.'cause of Spiritualism. A nother thing con
nected with h is mediumship is tha t lie is entirely 
unconscious of all that takes place during the en
tire seance, For that reason lie does not take the- 
in terest in the  m atter tha t he otherwise would. 
His breathing seems to be suspended (luring the 
sitting, and no sound can be heard from his lungs 
until the trance is thrown oil'. On his return  to 
Homer lie stayed one n ight with us, at which 
tim e ourself, wife and Mr. Whole went into our 
parlor. Mrs. W hitehall is a pianist, and the spirits 
plav with her, or rather Prof. White (a spirit) 
assists in playing bass. After playing a short 
time the light was rem oved; almost instantly the 
trum pet was lifted and placed upon our h an d s : 
in a short time (lancing commenced, and shortly 
a lady friend of Mr. AVliole, who lias been in the , 
spirit world but a short time, began to kiss-him,. 
and laid her arm s around his neck. H e stated 
that her form seemed as natural as it ever did in , 
earth life.

She remained quite a  tim e, during which she 
gave him a great many kisses, and permitted us. 
to satisfy ourself tha t her arm  was upon his neck. 
Mr.AVholesaysthis is the first time lieever realized 
the presence of spirits since he has been a m edium.. 
I t  would be truly gratifying to us and the friends 
of our brother, were it possible he could devote 
more time to the  good cause. I t  is very evident 
however, that the  good band who control him  nre- 
cver ready to do all in their power to forward the 
cause of Spiritualism. AVe will not close until we 
have stated tha t we are not w ithout hope that the 
time will comic, and tha t in the  near future, when 
our friend and 'm edium  will be so situated as to 
be able to give his powers to the'noble band who- 
liave developed him to such a grand point. I t is 
beyond question or doubt, one of the things that- 
can and  must be reckoned as infullibly true tha t 
Spiritualists (many of them a t least) fuil, and 
come short of fully appreciating-and understand
ing the highest object of sp irit communication.. 
I f  they did, they would doubtless prepare them
selves to execufe and carry out to the letter the 
requests and desires of the controls of the mediums 
so as not to thw art them in the ir plans and mode 
of oieration.' AVe have heard so much of the 
" AVliy cannot they do so and so?” tha t we fail to 
form an answer. The inconsistency and unwise, 
course of disturbing and perplexing the mind, in 
its efforts to accomplish a mental result, even 
when in a body that is subject to the will at all 
times, is doubtless apparent to all persons who 
have the power of reflection and reason. AVe 
have frequently been requested by the spirits to 
magnetize the mediums, and not unfrcquently 
mortified to hear the murmuring# of those who 
ought to be better posted ; and also, when re
quested to look after conditions and throw off the 
trance, the same complaints as to why some one 
else could not do it. In like m anner, Brother Rob
erts, we see some of the,wise ones are even pre
ssing, if not dictating to you, to modify your

.Starucca. My native plac; 
AVayne Co., Pa. Youre fo /J

P° .  . .
language, as though you were not free and respon
sible and did not control M in d  and M atter . In  
many things we cannot be too emphatic and posi
tive. And, friend Roberts, perm it me to say Go 
on in the great work of defending mediums, the 
corner stones o f Spiritualism. Let the poisonous 
lips of Jealousy spit forth the ir venom; let the 
fingers of old putrid  Superstition fan her rotten 
fum es; be not de te rred ;' dare to do right; perse- 

„vere in the noble work tha t M in d  and M atter is 
doing. H er loaded columns are spreading light 
among the many, and this light will continue to 
expand as tim e wafts her golden thoughts to man. 

Yours, fraternally,
Attica, Ind.

A. L. AVhiteiiall,

é


