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By bringing recreants to duty back.

" Like meteors darting from the wheel o

' . from the country on the ill-fated steamer Metropo-

. safe to press his prosecution.
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For Mind a‘nd Malter.
THE OLD CHURCH.

BY T. P. NORTON.

Beuneath the elms where sweetest wild flowers grow,
Aud nature strives to hide, decay, and.woe ; o
Where each .created, bright and happy thing; - .
Bird, beast, and flower with insect on the wing,
All hannonize in sweet accord to raise '
Unending antbems to their author’s praise - .-
Down where the rippling brock with sweet complaint
Whispers the story of a mild restraint .
‘Upon its longings to again be free,
T'o join the swelling chorus of the sea: .. "
Where al things speak of happiness and love, .
Tending to draw man’s lagging thoughts above;
Yet even there-~chilling with fearful sight
T'he upward boiindings of the heart’s delight,
A dark cold object through the livid green;-.
With its repulsive shadow blots the scene. -
Its spire alone seems conscious of the light,
And indicates the source of love and might :
‘F'enacious ivy with its verdant smile, -
Old Time has saved to hide the dingy pile
From eyes unused to scenes of pain and death, -
While busy with his mould’ring work beneath.
No more the belfry walls vibrate to swell :
‘The call to service or the marriage bell,
No more the sexton with his oily torch IR
May cross the damp and cold sepulchered porch; -
Where owls and bats now unmolested reign, -
And heavenly light forsakes the blood stained pane.
Dark vestibule to Reason’s dreary cell X

[
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When blind theology held carnival o

1n gilded temples reared by selfish man. i
‘T'o man-made Gods, made on a selfish plan, .
Who scourged with endless torment or the rack.
For less than what their makers made them lack.
Fit record of a God of Moses’ race " . LR
Slayifig thé children who but viewed his face;
Vindictive, wild creations of the fearful mind,
Dealing in blood to save the human kind :
-Strange puzzle to the minds of thinking youth,
Whose love instinctive seeks a God of truth; : .
\While ’neath the trembling arches, wide and weak-
‘They venture at thé game of hide-and-seek, - -’
Till moaning night-winds o’er the dusky vale
Remind them of the poets ghostly, tale, SR
Where restless mortals buried ’neath the weeds
Return to seek revenge for bloody deeds. ‘

Within the chancel where the altar stood; -
Redolent with the farce of love and blood, -
The arches shadow forth their penitence; v
From pit to dome in silent eloquence, - -
Aud crumble ’neath thé scythe in Nature'’s swath
Which marks the opening to that nobler path . -
Religion undefiled will sometime press’; .= -~
Ashamed to view her former bloody dress.’

N
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While ling’ring in the murky atmosphere, -
'Thie shades of horrid skeletons appear;
Like murdered ghosts refusing to be laid ;
‘I'he hideous tools of some disgusted trade,
When idol makers filled the world with deatly
From superstition’s pestilential breath. - .. -
Strange contrast to the lovely scene without,
Wherc every .worshipper remains devout; - = .

have seen her more than once while materializing
through Mrs. Bliss, kneel at the fect of Mr. Bliss
and implore his forgiveness. To ourself she has,
through more than a dozen mediums, plead her
irresponsibility for acts on account of the irresisti-
ble influence exerted over her ‘by "her Father Con-
fessor and by W. O. Harrison, who - compelled her
-to do the fearful wrong she had done in that aftair.
Poor Helen Snyder Lad. learned enough of the
truths of the spirit life and spirit return to profit by
them to\relieve her soul of the load of guilt with
which it had entered spirit life. Thus, up to the
‘last phbase of this lamentable tragedy the grand
truths of Modern Spiritualism were made .manifest.
Not even the grave could hold the secrets of that
poor troubled heart. . Her lot, full of remorse as it
had been, is happy, compared with  the lot

| of .. those who were the cause of her deeply sinful

‘conduct.’ .
release, I received the following commmunication
*through. him purporting 'to be from the spirit of the’
Rev, Isaac J. P. Colyer, one of the band of -guides

of the medinm :- R .
“Good Morning, Friend Roberts:—1 think your
paper will be hardly suflicient to receive our com-
munication in full.' (‘This referred to the fact that
I had hegun to také down what he said on a small
piece.of paper.) - ’ R i
- ¢It'is now time that we should review the events
of the past. Almost years ago-—yes, years ago—we’
selected you as our champion,because we found in
you the elements that we could use,combined with
a natural foree of character and purity of life that
we couid  not . find in others in-your sphere of ac-
tion. ~Your life had been a very singular oné—so-
strange to yourself and your immediate - friends;
but ‘it had'been *schooled by your spirit friends to
make the great battle of the age. . . :
“We found you in an unsettled condition. B We
then  sought by force of “argnments that could not
be answered, to convince you of 'the existence be-
yond - the tomb. From time to time we added to
this thé‘weigbt_; of evidence until - we found. you

1 ready for the great battle between truth and error.

When both sides. had marshalled their forces; we
selected you as the commanding ¢hief of our forees.
We  placed. you in a position, perilous, it is true,

"»1 but throughout - your vigorous action you have ul-

ways been surrounded by such-influences as would
guard you and keep you in the hours of trial.
Yours has been a charmed life; and - you are to-day
standing above the insinuations and falséhoods.
which the opponents-of truth - have . been. casting
around - you. You ‘went forth to the battle after

:{.you had been prepared for it. ' You will remember

-that .at  that time we told.you that you would be
victorious—we told you that truth crushed to earth
would ' rise "again,
would rise no more. - Oh! how long and weary has

o been this deep trial, and. how often the enemy has

‘attempted to turn you from your high calling—how
long they have tried. to cast a cloud around you, to

‘|'bewilder you if it were possible; but you had not.

torgottan the evidence of the past—you had not for-

|'gotten the proofs of immortality which had been

- given. to you as the anchor of your soul,  The ene-
my sought in the first trial by most outrageous false-.
hood to engulph our mediums and. yourseéif; but
they made the mistake which.a suicide once made.

Where all God’s creatures revel in the light -
Aud every duty seems a new delight.. P
The green graveyard where wild fana
Now fatten flocks of inoffensive sheep ; .
Who follow faithfully wise Nature’s track"

tics sleep

All things speak peace, and whisper of the time
When ignorance and all the ills we know . - - .
Are by the broom of progress swept below ;
When morning childhood merges into day,
Aud all religious toys are thrown away,
While early follies of the infant mind :
'To which its plastic nature is inclined ; S
: f Fate,
Shall fall to earth again in molten state, =
And shine as lesson blocks of truth to stay -
Aund’grace the Temple of a future day.

EXPERIENCES WITH THE SPIRIT
ENEMIES OF SPIRITUALISM.

N BY J. M. ROBERTS. E

' [CONTINUED.]

In wy last, 1 gave'some account of - the manner
in which -1 was led and influenced to commence
the publication of MIND AND MATTER, unwit-
tingly tb myself. I will now revert to'theattempt of
the Jesuit enemies of Spiritualism to imprison Mr.
and Mrs. Bliss. As' before stdted, the first trial of
the indictment found against them resulted in the
disagreement of the jury, under the most peculiar
circumstances ; and Mr. Bliss, being unable to ob-
tain bail, owing to the 3troyg prejudice that the
machinations of his Jesuit persecutors had awak-
cned against him, he was sent to prison to await .a
new trial. By every principle of right and justice,
he was entitled to a speedy trial, but this the Dis-
trict Attorney denied him for the long period of
nearly four months. The prosecution had done

. their utmost’ in the way of official oppression. In
a few days Mr. Bliss would have ‘been dis d
under the rules of the court, when the District At-
torney found himself compelled tc allow the dis-
charge of Mr. Bliss or to try him forthwith. A
second trial was bad, when, without his counsel,
Messrs. Brown, Muntz and Kinsey, calling a single
witness for the defence, the case was given to the

_jury on ‘the Commonwealth’s testimony, and the
:jury, after béing: out itwenty-four hours, came in
with a verdict of not guilty, and the devilish con-

" spiracy was thus brought to naught. Mr.Bliss was,
through the fearless generosity of Peter Tomson,
Esq., bailed on the trumped up . " which the
conspirators had made to prolong his incarceration,
but never dared to prosecute ; and he was again at
liberty to serve the spirit world as their medium.

It is a sad thing to be compelled to mention the
fact that Col. Bundy was guilty of publishing the
monstrous = falsehood that Mr. and Mrs. Bliss bad
only escaped conviction by admitting their guilt.
It is still more sad that he bas never haid the manly
honesty to -atone for that falsehvod by confessing
its incorrectness. Mr. and Mrs. Bliss were acquit-
ted because the jury did not believe the Common-
wealth’s witnesses and did believe Mr. and Mrs.
Bliss to be gennine and honest mediums. Soon
‘after that trial, William O. Harrison and Helen
Suyder, the State’s principal wiLnesses, were sent

‘lis, which was wrecked upon the coast of North
Carollna: . : .
“Poor Helen Snyder perished in that disaster and
‘it would have béén>well for her undoer Wm. O.
Harrison,’bad he perished with her; but it was de-
creed that he should live to give evidence of the
" depth of his depravity. To show the desperate
heartlessness of this man, be not only plundered
the dead as far as he could do so, but actually cut the
hair £%m the head of his ill-fated companion in
crime, saying that it would sell for a considerable
sum. TFor his dishonest conduct he was arrested,
on his return to Philadelphia, and had be received
his deserts he would now be doing the State service
iL solitary confinement. His prosecutors; being
members of the Catholic Church, they were influ-
enoced to withdraw their complaint and justice was
defeated. Harrison knew too much t0 make it

The spirit of poor, peniteng Helen Snyder has

rewurned many timés wo conféss the mounstrous

-hood,:and it -was rejected.

of taking enou%h to effect his intention, he took too
much, and his lifs was saved.. Thus in the first.
trial the public'was drugged with too much. false-
Since that : time they
have Jearned a good lesson. The would-be suicide
is public opinion. o LR

This was evident in the verdictin favor of an hon-
est and uprigbht man. = (This referred to the acquit-
tal of Mr. Wendell P. Bowman, Mr. Bliss’s counsel
at the frst trial). He has had, sir, our united sym-
pathy. Not one step was taken in that trial except
what was done under spirit control, and- his sick-
ness was largely owing "to the influence which we
had to exert, through him, to overcomeé the emer-
gency. ‘The laws of psychalogy are but little un-
stood. We are very happy to come here -and con-
gratulate yon on your and our own victory. It was
a surprise you probably. e

“Now, mysfriend, we will carry you back to the
old days of slavery. The little gatherings which

| first attacked sldvery were held in your cities at the

peril of the lives of those who.took part in them ;
‘but very soon the fire which they kindled spread
over the land and passed beyond their power to re-
strain it. You bave had a repetition of that experi-
ence.. The battle has left your hands and is now
raging among those who were opposed to you; and
now, out of all this ‘hue and cry’ and all this perse-
cution, the child is vindicated by’ a legal birth
We ask you now to’ stand quietly by and  witness
the great victory as it shall cometo you. ~Aswe
have given you such proof of onr power in the past
we ask you to trust us inthe. future.: We would
simply tell you from .our observatory the indica-
tions of the present as to the future. - . - )
«The fight has but just  commenced, and the
time will come again when you will stand :in com-
mand of all the forces. I will return in the future
and bring to you something which will . convince
you more than all the tests'which you have had in
the past, of the immortal truths beyond the grave.
More than this, we wish you to recruit your spirit-
ual strength. Fear not coming events—the hands’
of spirits that can uphold you will be reached
-down through all the clouds: which " may envelop
you, and you will witness the demonstration of
these wonderful things.™> -
In view of the above and many other communi-
cations received by me in the course.of the battle
for right, justice and truth, as agaiust those who
were seeking to suppress them, I felt warranted in

ing the contest as one of a supermundane na-
ture, and that we who were engaged on either side
in the mundane departinent of human effort. were
but the agents of supermundane powers.  Be that
as it may, the above communication most sithgularly
summarises the strange experiences which marked
my development as a working spiritualist.

As futher evidence of the way spirits erdeavor to
mould mundane human affairs, I will relate the
following train of incidents. On February 10th,
M. S., 20, at a sitting with Mr. Bliss,. he was
controlled by his boy guide “Billy,” who said: +

«Mr. Roberts, I do not know what this meauns.
Do you: know there are sometimes pictures in the

disaster of some kind. It does not appear to be on
the water, but en the land, where Death is going
to .reap a big harvest. It does not appear to be
here in this country, but across the water. It looks
Like war. I cannot stay here and look at it. It is
too bad. Oh! Mr. Roberts, if you could only see
what I see.” : T

As if his control of the medinm was overcome by
his emotions of horror, he yielded control.

At the time tbat communication was given Eu-
rope se-med on the eve of a most terrible and gen-
eral war. The Turkish question bhad brought
England and Russia face to face, in an attitude of
war, and between them seemed ing by a
single hair. I did not therefore think strange of
the communication, as the medium might have
been influenced by his own train of thoughts to ut-
ter the words I have noted. . On the 20th of Febru-
Aary, jast ten days thereafter, I was again at Nr.
Bliss’s house, and was about to have 2 sitting with
him when George R. Boush, a United States naval
constructor, with whom I was acquainted, chanced
to come in. He had been for several yeats deeply
interested and engaged in the investigation and de-
velopment of -Spiritualisin ; but owing to his pow-
erful  and positive psychological. nature, he bad

wrong of which she had been guilty in bearing
talse witness against Mr. and- Mrs, Bliss, and we

&

found but few mediums who cotd sit for him  suc-

. 1

] ; : - ; { You, my friends, have gathered in this room to-day,
On Feb. 15th, soon after Mr. Bliss’ acquitial and

.| a necessity.

but- that error, beaten down, | .
K Curdinal

in taking laudanum to end his existence ; ‘instead |.

‘Since the disagreseament of that jury, at that‘tﬁa’.],‘ '
the re-action has taken place and the inflamed pub-
‘lic mind has come back to its ‘sénses and' reason.

air? Mark it—within ten days there is to be agreat.

cessfully. He had tried several times previous-
ly to get Mr. Bliss to.sit for him, but the latter, for
sowne cause which he  could not understand, had
declined to do so. Indeed, just before Mr. Boush
¢ame in, Mr. Bliss, who eould not possibly have
known of his coming, remarked to mie that he could
not understand how it was that he was so reluctant
to sit for Mr: Boush. When Mr. Boush came in [
was sitting at the table with paper and pencil, and
was waiting for Mr. Bliss to become entranced.
Without awaiting for any ceremony Mr. Boush
took off’ his overcoat and sat down to await events.
He had a few moments before had a sitting with
E. V. Wilson, concerning which he was relating
the particulars, when Mr, Bliss became entranced,
and the following communication was given :

“The best explanation that can be given of ma-
terialization is, that it is a wonderful coincidence.

and it <is a truly remarkable coincidence to you,.
but to us in spirit life it is but the result of certain
action produced by your own spirit gnides. But,
singular as it may seem, for it issingular to you itis
It is to counteract certain conditions
that have found their way upon us in our spirit
bomes. Life is full of just such coincidences as
this; but, if you could see behind the scene of ac-
‘tion on the stage of life, you would then see that
nute action of your lives. And why should ‘it be
moon to a nicety?  Are not the seasons regulated.
as the divine mind? Then why should not man,
the crowning work of nature, be . regarded as being
governed by the same precision to answer the di-
vine will or mind ? : R
“We are bappy to meet with you to-day, for the
reason that you haveé been called together here
without any previouns understanding. ’ o
“You will remember that some days since that
you (myself) were told of a fearful calamity which
was then impending and which was " soon to trans-
pire.  We me to-day to say that what was then
‘told you wastrue, but we are happy to say that the
predicted calamity has been averted by the power
which we have been able to exert through the cir-
cle here assembled. The conditions are such, how-
-ever, that we_cannot explain to you, how this was |
brought about, and must leave it until some future
opportunity. s
~«I must bid you adieu. R
+*“THEODORE PARKER.™

1 left that circle with my mind greatly exercised
concerning what bhad transpired and wondering
what it could all mean. In the evening I bought
the'second edition of the Evening Bulletin (Phila-
delphia) and in it read the following telegraphic
announcement : : ! ' o

“THE NEW PONTIFF.”

Goachino Pecci, the Pontijlcial Carma-
lengo, Elected.” R

. «ROME, Feb. 20.—Cardinal Goachina Pecci, th
Pontificial Carmalengo; has been elected Pope..
Cardinal Pecci is an Italian.” s

{Another telegram read as follows :

"% THE BALLOTING FOR POPE — THE SECOND
- BALLOT.” .

o TloyME, Feb. 10, 9 P. M

<“L'he Conclave’s second ballot was to begin this
aflternoon at tive o’clock. The smoke of the burn-
ing ballots, in this case, was not observed until 6 45
P. M., showing that the votes were scattered.”™.
- "A:third telegram read as follows:

LR ' “RoME, Feb. 20,
" ¢«The Funfulla states that Germany instructed:.
Hohenlohe to,declare that the election of an irre-:
concilable Pope would oblige  the Government {0
take repressive steps immedialely, whereas a mod-
erate Pontiff would speedily terminate the existing
difference.

«“The Fanfulla says: -The French Cardinals:
contrary to their first declaration, ultimately de-
termined to unite with the Spanish, Aastrian and-
Germain cardinals in supporting a moderate candi-
date. - ’ . LU

“J.oNDON, Feb. 20.—The Times’ Rome corre-
spondent, telegraphing last evening, says: <The
two moderate candidates for the Papacy have re-
ceived the greatest. number of votes. Sixty-two
Cardinals are in the Conclavg@the largest number
ever before present.” ” - -

The next day, February :21st, the following tele-
graphic news appeared in the Philadelphia Times;
it-is in relation to the speech delivered in the Ger-
man Parliament by Prince Bismark, which led to
the diplomatic action that prevented the impending
European war: - -

«The Timcs' St. Petersburg dispatch says:—
Among those who expected Germany to give Rus-
sia active diplomatic support Prince Bismark’s,
speech caused disappointment. In official circles
it has produced no impression whatever, being pre-
cisely what was anticipated several days ago. ' In-
deed, its general scope and tone were confidently

’

wwas probably derived from an official source.” ”

‘Space, will not permit me to cite further extracts
from the foreign news which filled the daily papers
about that time, showing that the two great events,
the deciding speech of Prince Bismark and the |
election of a moderate Cardinal as Pope, occurred

have described ; and that the result was peace, in-
stead of a general European war. ‘

On Thursday morning, February
hour, I called to see Mr.
myself had seen the morning papers: Why I called
_there so. early I know not. I only know that it
was to be as greatly Surpriged as' I ever was. On
going into trance, Mr. Bliss was controlled by
«Billy,” who announced the presence of quite a-
number of spirits, among them Theodore Yarker,
who addressed me as follows: .

. «We yesterday addressed you upon a very im-
portant subject, that is, the super-mundane influ-
ences in relation to your planet. We, as you may
well remember, made this direct assertion: that all
matters, however trivial they may seem to you, are
influenced by the great master-mind of the universe.
‘We then informed you that; in order to perfectly
demonstrate that fact, we had caused the meeting
of yourself and friend in this room. We were at
that time unable to concentrate our powers and
forces around our mediums sufficiently to give a
true explanation of the work, or rather phenomena,>
that we intended to give. We are well aware how
deeply that meeigng has left its impress upon your
mind, first, from#he fact that 1t was so singularly
called; and secpndly, from the seemingly absurd
cause of it; but the explanation or sequel will give
you a clearer understanding of the forces that oper-
ate directly upon your planet. .

«You are well aware of the gigantic struggle in
.which the Old World'is at present involved, and it
must have seemed to you that the whole body of
the great powers combined must be involved in
bloodshed and ruin. To counteract this we were
obliged to use forces surrounding your earth-plane
to . save the world from a new horror. This was
the reason why we ‘called to our assistance thé or-
ganism of friend Boush. :

* «The great lion-mind of Europe has at -"last
spoken, and it ‘bas been influenced by us, in spirit-
life, by the comimand of advanced minds. This
.was 'all brought about by your little meeting and
through the organism of that medium, who is yet
undeveloped, but whose future is to be remarkable,
The rest of this ‘wohderful meeting-—dual in its na-
ture—one répresenting the state and the other re-

21st, at an early

all was most carefully ordered, even the most mi- |= @

otherwise? Are not the tides regulated. by the- -

_ages anything'so perfect as the Apostolic Succession.
-} L.ook at our Holy Church to-day and under whose

-Church-on Fourth street, this city.)

‘and: he leads
. |- Heaven above. . ,
| - You speak of our Society—the Society of Jesus.
You speak of it in such unhallowed terms: -~ Re>"
kause it cares nothing for the affairs of earth-lite;

[} failing now:

predicted by people whose  prophetic -inspiration |-

just about the time of the holding of the circle I}

Bliss. Neither he nor } '

“Two hundred millions of souls, bound in the
chains of  religious oppression and bigotry, must

lute release. We were able to perform this great
work in the election of the. liberal Cardinal to th
Pposition so well filled by his predecessor. - :
“Thus two so-called remarkable coincidences oc-
carred atgthe same time, and thus do materialistie
arguments of coincidences fall flat to the ground;
and in this great work we ‘have been able to-dem--
onstrate that no such thing as a coincidence occurs.
We offer this to the savans for their explanation, if.
possible, of this singular and wonderful “coinci~

foed-these great and learned minds who love to:
delve into materialistic wonders.  May this_that is
given to you to-day, by-us, be fully appreciated by
you and by-those who do''not believe “that any
good can come out of Nazareth.” I speak of those
who'do not and will not believe, to say the least,
the actual existence of the spirit after the dissolu-
tion of the body, bit who  totally reject the influ-
ence of the Master-mind, not only in the spirit
spheres, but in earthly matters, however minate.

“With pleasure, we sign ourselves to-day,- '

: SRR “ THEODORE PARKER,
¢« BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
«“THoxas PAINE,

.. WILLIAXN WHITE,
¢« CHARLES CARROLL,

_ . “ LORD BALTIMORE,

L ST ¢ CHARLES DICKENS.”

“1 give the facts just as they occurred, and. leave
to the reader to construe their import. . They made
a deep impression upon my mind at the time. My
every-day experiences since confirm the fact that
nothing in human affairs is the result of chance,
but that all is-ordered and performed in accordance
with  the " eontrolling influence of the Universal
Mind., - : ) .

The day following the sitting last mentioned Mr.
Bliss again sat for me, when 1 received’ the follow-
ing communication, manifestly called forth by the
accurrences 1 have herein related: )

- “Well, you are still at it—still rebellious. Me-
thinks it-is not without -good grouuds, at present..
I was in hopes that the tide would turn the other
way; but, sir, I ami sorry to say it has gone eutirely
against us. It seems as though the powersof dark-
ness had really overpowered: all that is good—had-
truly crushed out what true life there was in the:
Holy Church.: . = . . - )

“If 1 had not the words of Christ to rély upon—
1o build upon—I should be inclined to say there is
no. God—there is ‘no truth. All—all is wrong.
But the words . of . Christ .have been pronounced
with his most holy unction, and the holy succession
has  been' fully established.. Show me  in the past

N

spire-you now sit, (we were sitting within the.
shadow - of the .spire of St. Augustin -Catholic
_ “Think how
it has’endured persecution, and how it has endured’
the heresies which have sought to crush it. It lives |
to-day-and it will live forever. Christ is with it,
[its course through this world to

because it cares not for kings or peoples; because
ve are members of that society, and give our lives

have some opportunity for a partial, if not an abso- |.

dence.” Facts come to light sometimeswhick con- {.

b These are-ante-natal conditions which cousiderably

will ‘be Pathered aud stored in’ the
hamanity,and for their food in the tuture.

Spirits > and - Spiritnalism teach, to come right
practically; fo the direct poigt, that. what we call
crime is not'crime as we have viewed it. That in
the makini up of the individual, it must be, and is
nothing but undevelopuient for wliich - he or sbe is
not at all responsible, andthat the true ‘method of
.correction. and’ reform: is' to.-develop what is unde-
veloped; and this. does not :require condemuation
and puniShment, but guidance, ¢orrection, love
ministérings and education. -Crime is a defect or
disease if .you.please, which must be remedied or

red; an¥uot subjected £0 evil jncréase and bad
growth, by conderhnation -and punishment, but
‘treated humanly and huamanely, and proper reme-
dies applied for the burefit of society and the com-
munity of which the individual is a member, and
for the great benefit; of the nation and humanity,:
of which he'is a part and -parcel; and was created
by God as'such. T o

We are well aware that this is a most novel doc-:
trine to preach to the rulers aud the law makers of
the world as it is, and yet it is & revelation in the

with reason ‘and philcscphy ‘and the science of
man. - Already the facts and truths of advanced,,
science discovered and. published by advanced-
minds; indicate even in -the physical developmeunt
of the individiial the native existence of crime
and criminal eonduct. - And who  shall say, who
dare say, in any sort of light given as yet to man;
that any .individual is responsible for ‘his own
physical  creation, his. body, form, and motion.

Is there any one so blind to his own existence as
to make such a declaration ? The enlarged physio-

logist, the phrenologist, and the better anthropolo-
gist now know full well, that the character of the

individual man-can be read in his physical form

and bearing, and this outward creation is the com-

prehensive external testimony of what is within.

And these scientists know and say too, that frowm

the evidence thus furnished, they can readily dis- |
cern the needs and wauts of the individual, and

correct, improve, and educate accordingly.  When

they find flaws and defects, or disease in organiza-

tion, they .can supply by education and  develop- |
ment the proper. fillings up and cure.  There is a

spirit body within  this natural, physieal, or mate-

rial body, responsive to it and corresponding to

it, in every most minute -and infinitessimal partic-

ular, and this spirit body_is the direct emaunation

of the spirit and soul of the iudividual. And who |
is responsible for-this spirit body—this spirit—this |
soul? Who created them™? Did .the individaal

in soul, spirit;, life or body, bhave any hand in it?

Nou! Not at all! He is ‘merely as he came irom

the hands of his ecreator, and " is responsible not to

him for what he is, nor to angels, nor to human

beings, nor to himself, nor to society ! .

Besides, pbysiology has Jong ago taught, and this
is continued by the teachings of. spirits, " that pa-
rents’ ancestors-—even' remote ancestry are contin-
.nally—in a continual line, developing their physi-
cal forms and traits of character—mental and spir-
itual—in their oflspring and posterity ; so that it
has become a'common and trite idea, that ¢blood
will tell.” © 'We all’ know this to-be true; and if so,
where is the - redponsibility ‘of the individual?

help to make u
born. - . ) -
Again, in the light of scientitic physiology, con-

p the being of him  or her that is

‘and labors . for it, we are to be condemned, when
we are only carrying out His holy will. -

- True; we have been greatly checked lately; but
you know we are failing—in everything we are
There was a time when, if our Order
spoke ‘aloud, kings trembled on _their thrones.
There was a time when the Holy Pouliff conformed
to our demands; there was a timne when we made
the world tremble. e dealt with the otlier world
cand through-it ruled this world. .

- I fear there is some fearful calamity upou us.
We fear for the Mother, Church. The new Pope is
‘mot the  man we wanted. We wanted Cardinal
McCloskey.” (I here asked him whether the latter
had reached Rome before the election of the new
Pope? He answered:) <“No; he did not reach the
conclave. They.did not want him there. I fear
for the  future.- We wanted. Cardinal McCloskey,
but it is'too late now. : : ’

) S S FaraNcls XAVIER.

I regard that communication as being most sig-
nificant in every point of view in which it may be.
viewed, but especially as indicative of the fact that
Cardinal - McCloskey, the American Pope, is the
head of the Jesuit Order in this country, and so es-
:pecially in sympathy and co-operation with the
Spirit Enemies of Spiritualism that the latter ex-
erted all- their power and iufluence to secure his’
election as Pope of Rome. Does not the threaten-
ing aspects of Jesuitism in the United States justify
the most serious apprehension of their reactioniry
designs 2. We think so; and hence our persistence
in endeavoring to arouse American frdemen to a
proper appreciation of the danger which is not dis-
tant from their dearest interests and rights.

[ TO BE CONTINUED.]

CRIMINAL LAW IN THE LIGHT OF
© © " SPIRITUALISM. |
‘Novellae Institutiones Legis Criminalis
ST Spirituales. :

S .
e

" 'RY HON. A. G. W. CARTER,

[ CONCLUDED.]

But what is Spiritualism to accomplish 'in this
matter of crime and criminal law? Let us see for
a while. Something has already been  done.
Within a few years past, prisoners. accused of the
commiission of crime, are permitted by statute law
duly enacted and established, to . testify in their
own behalf. There was a day in the history of
ciriminal law ‘in England, that a poor accused

risoner .was not even allowed counsel, or to speak in
his behalf, and this bas been corrected only within
a short time comparatively. It was so too at first
in this country. Formerly there was little or no
chance for an accused person once arrested, and
cdught inthe meshes of the law, and on that account.
undoubtedly, many and many an innocent man
and woman has.been;compelled to suffer punish-
_ment wrongfully. But now with all the other privi-
leges guaranteed to the accused, within only a few
years back, New York, Chio, and other States,
permit the prisoner to testify when he is tried
upon the accusation against him; and thus there is
little danger of an innocent man or woman being.
punished there. - This step of progress I think can
be direetly referred to the influences of the liberal
spirit of wisdom afioat, since the advent of Spirit-
nalism. .Again cdpital punishment, the infliction
of the death penalty for the commission of crime,
has been totally abolished in at least one of our
States, and this I think can be attributed to':the
same influences. . -

But what else is there for the spirits to do in this
direction? Mzuch, oh! so much, and*they- will’
accomplish it ‘before'they are through with their
mission to this world. Thegr. = o< deal with
this subject very radically; to-€adicate almost en-
tirely all our old ideas in-reference to crime; and
then plant anew in our minds more universal,
‘loving,; wise, humanitarian: ideéas, and upon them
for lasling roots, to grow a tree. of tremendous _pro-
portions and importance. . And they have begun to
do so, and have already planted their. ideas-:in. the
minds of many. So- soon' as-they have sowed the:

granaries of |

coming new order of things in - perfect consonauce |

‘munity life “where -on the principle "prevailing
of each for all and all for each, nothing . is wanted:
by any ond, and him among - the rest; his passion

ot acquisitiveness takes a virtuous form and direc:
tlon_and - instead of~ stealing for  himself, having"
alreydy all he wants, his ficulty is developed into
eneryy, dilipence and industry of vigtuously ac-

quiring for each and: nll the members of his com-

munity.  So witli any other of the passions which

commiit sad havoe for their owner and for others,

in the life of the world. : ‘

subject, and it ‘iz in esgsential respects, a true way
“of viewing it, #Es usiant too plainly that if ‘the: -
conditions of society werre right and what™ they
ought to be; where. Jove and wisdom were the ele-
ments of all conduct angd action, we would have
no criminals.  And the ‘spirits -and’ Spiritualism
mean to make these conditions so, and the jnhabi-
tunts of the other world. since they have begun
general communication with the inhabitauts of’this
are working and striving continually to make‘these
condjtions practical, so that humanity may éxist
and live as they ought to. I1t'will, of course, be'a
long, long time before this will be brought about, -
even-with the help of the spirit world, but the pro-
ess will be much faster than that of the world
thrto, and the adyvanced minds of the world will
be even surprised at the rapidity of the onward
mareh. . :
From all that we have said, what isthe imme--
diate practical question, it may be asked, in- refer-
ence to this subject of crime and criminals? "1t
may be this. To give 4 wide and intelligent dis-
semination of the views advanced and their philos-_
ophy, so that when once appreciated by the masgof

‘mind, there may be practical action upon them.

Of course there is and can be -but little practical

action row. Maybe'the philanthropists and the

Prison Reform Coungress are doing all- that can be -
practically done just now in the direction of re-
form.  We should remember this, however, that all. -
practical reforms on the earth commence.with
ideas, and these Dbeing disseminated widely and
extensively among the masses of men, prepare the
minds of ihe people to receive the acéomplishment
of évents, which ars the true practical reformers of
the earth after ali; and these, it would seem, are in-
the hands of a superior and supreine power.

<Ihers is a divinity that shapes our ends %

Rough hew them how we will.”?

There “being no clement-of reform in punish-
ment, as such, as administered by men, at all events,
let us see that, as-a practical success, ift we cannot
do something to improve our laws in reference to
rerime  and  criminals, whereby we can better pro-
tect society and reform them, and thus doubly pli‘p—
tect soctety.  Suppose we  all do every thing we
honorably can, in the first place, to abolish capital
punishment from our State and from the nation as
a relic of the barbarbarie ages of the past. Let us
persistently reason and declare that government
has no right to tuke human life.  T'hat the grievous
wrong of the murderer does not justify the govern-
ment in judiceially doing the same thing; that such -
is at best but a judicial murder by the government.
It is but trying to remedy the wrong by doing offi-
cially the smme wroug. It is right to hold
that if individuals Lave no right to murder, gov-
ermuents have no right to kilt and murder. - No pos-
sible good can certainly be doue the individual by

firmed by the spirits, the period of gestation of
the ‘mother, to say nothing of -tlre conditions of the
father in the begetting; has a great deal to do with
the body physical and spiritual, aund mental aud
| spiritual characteristics of the ¢h#fld. Is the child
responsible for these?  The c¢onditions of the futher
.or the mother, or both, may produce a drunkard, a
libertine, a thief, or a miurderér! Who is to blame?
Not the unboru, or the born ¢hild surely!

But more than this; and: spirits also confirm 1t
and teach it, every individual member of society is
in great degree just what that society makes him or
bher.. If there. is any responsibility for crime and
criminals, perhaps -society itself must carry the
load.  We are said, sometjmes, {o be the creatures
of conditions and circumstances, and this in a high
sense is true. = We are more or less the creatures of
our surroundings and  cilcumstances, depending,
though, in 3 great measure, on the original vinme of
the germ or start of our existence. But this germ
itself isidependent upon our conditions and circum-
stances. not within our control; so that we may
justly affirm that we are thie creatures of conditions
and circumstances, and the responsibility of what
we are, and will be, must rest upon them.

" We must be permitted to add another important
fact, and spirits again and again‘aftirm it to be the
fact. = The spirit ~world is- composed of those who
were - in mortal existence, the 'inhabitants of this
world, and they go there just as they left this. And
regret it, as we may, and as good and wise spirits
perhaps do-—liars, drunkards, libertines, thieves,
robbers, murderers, and all- sorts of bad people
from this earth, are coutinually going to the other
world.  And when they get there, finding little or
no room or opportunity for thé exercise of their
callings there, they come back to earth, to do over
again, through eothers. remaining ou earth, what
they want and think they need. ' And they do this
with much facility—being themselves grovelling so

| near the earth, and finding on ‘the. earth so .many"

willing victims, or coadjutors. R :

This remarkable fact should set us to thinking
what we are doing when we inflict capital punish-
ment upon murderers. - Are’ we not, by banging
them by the neck until they are dead, sending them
aliveé" to the  other:world, that they may return at
once again; and, through fitting instruments, inno-
cent ones they may be, whom they can subject to
their diabolical influences; - commit many more
murders than they could have done possibly if they
had:remained mortal upon earth——certainly more
‘than they could have committed if, instcad of be-
ing hanged, they had been placed  in prison during
their natural:life. .- - . ™

There are many more views of truth, and of
science that we might advance manifesting the irre-
sponsibility of individual criminality, but we think
we bave : said. sufficient for “the purpose. And
what now ? By presenting these  views, do you
mean to say that criminals should not be punished
at all? ~ And shall society.and 'the nation go' thus
unprotected? I do not mean to say that society
and-the. mnation shall go unprotected and yet'1
.mean to say that your so-called: criminals:in the
light’of true kunowledge and wisdom, should not
be punished. -*I - use this last word in the.sense
that it is known and as it'is used in the meaning
of the lJaw—Criniinals 'should not bé punjshed!:
“This - does neither -them -nor society any good..
Criminals should be reformed. This does. them
and society every good. Heretofore condemnation
‘has oiily been applied to crimes and criminals. I
would have love, pity and comipassion appliéd; and
. the. e ies  of society ‘evoked for their reform.
Slcl)ndemnation;has.done,_nogqod. Reform will do’

Let us tdke - still another''view proposed  and
eliminated by the socialist, philanthropist and phi-
losopher'. Fourier, in.- reference - to- his .commune
life, and confirmed by the spirits.. He . gives us to
understand , that - the passions which we so .- much
‘condemn are the expressive s‘p’rif? ‘of the human
.soul, and. that they only neéd:‘conditions of a pro-
per character to bring themam& ght:and true ac-

: what
)

tion.  Hé thinks no watter t §
‘passions of an’individual Wiy be, if he” is" placed
Hin the-proper conditions of a’commune

£ood;of the community.:.;Take;a:-thief, for .exam-

| ple; with the ion. of;

. 8810, ;-acguisitiveness - developed
beyond others; and in’’ thé cc

seed among the masses of minds, they will. look

_ligion—the last of . which will show plainly your
influence in the meeting of yesterday. : .

o

for the harvest aud begin o reap, and much’ grain

eyon 'thé" cotiditions of ¢cmmon
ife he appropriates: fartively and steals whatever
he can Jay his hinds: upon.:-Puthim -in the com-

;the excess of the | -

hanging him} there is no element of reform in such
punislunent. No possible good can be done to his |
fawnily relatives and friends; or his fellow-citizens.
and no possible good can thusbe done to the State.
Are we rid of a mmuardercer by his execution? We
have showi inthe light of Spiritualism that we are
not; but on the contrary we have incrgased the
number of murders aud murderers; and apart from
the spirit view, this can be shown  in the experi-
“ence-of the world to be an absolute fact. Murders
and murderers do not ceuase by the example of the
wallows. 1f they did, by the many examples the
world has had they would "~ have ceased long ago.
The terror of the gallows, it scems, does no good.
It does not deter others fromn committing murder.
What, then, shall we substitute ?  For present-ac-
tion let us substitute imprisomment for life, until
the events off which we speak in these lines shall
have come to pass, when vindictive punishment by
imprisonment or otherwise shall cease. I am dis-
disposed to think that this is the present greatre-
form practically needed in criminal law, and I be- °
lieve and trust that the people of this country -are
already prepared for it.  They are! i !

In the meantime; too, let. us with eagerness en-
ter imto  all the practical activiti€s and measures
proposed for the amelioration of prisoners in our
peuitentiaries and jails, rendering their punishment .
less severe than it is and more humane. At the
same time lel us strenuously oppose all prison pun-
ishment for crime; as at present conducted. But
let  us advocate that our prisons shall be turned
into reformatory, developing and educational insti-
tutions, where a poor devil may have at least a
chance Lo become da good man, and after he comes
out into society again, a- good and honored citizen.

"For myself, as a mode and method of serving
criminals for the benefit of themselves and society,
and the nation, I am much in favor of that remedy,
s0 much rejected in our National and State Consti-
tutions, because of .the revolutionary prejudice of
our forefathers engendered by the tyrannical action
of George 1LI. I mean banishment or transporta-
tion of criminals to some selected. and prepared
State or country, where not under prison discipline
but strict, say wmilitary surveillance, if you plegse,
they may live away from us, by themselves in their
own society and thus begin lLife anew. Self-respect
“is the first element of reform of any man or woman.
Without it there is no reform;possible. This ele-
ment-cannot be present  in the breast of any con- -
vict undergoing, the degrading and debasing sub-
jection of our present prison life. Why, the very
Striped - clothes that he wears debases him contin-
ually, and it is impossible for him to have the least
particle of self-respect with them on his person.
Phen he continually feels his debasement and
degradation otherwise,and there is possibly no help
or hope for him. That prisoner,” when he -
comes out ‘of prison, comes out a hopeless,
deperate man, and is ready to. commit mgre -
heinous crime. ‘This is the knowledge and experi-
ence of those who have had opportunity to judge.
1, myself, was four years ‘States’s Attorney and ten
years Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, in foy .
native city of Cincinnati, and in that.experience
through the law, which I was sworn to administer,
I am speaking within bounds when I say I must
have been the official means of sendiig to the peni-
tentiary of Ohio near a thousand convicts, and
‘when I say that'out of them all I know, or. knew,
not a single reformed person, is not that speak;pig
volumg against this whole system of penitentia
punishment. I have said enough. e :

A word to conclude. The new instititions.of -
criminal law, which the trutbs and factaQf-.Spirit- .
ualism must necessarily evoke, and practically put
forth, are boundless and endless. As ‘mortal,ior
spirit, I, for one, shall gladly welcome Novellaz In-
stitutiones Legis Criminalis Spirituales, and| I
know full well that this' world will be lifted:up by -
them to nearly a second sphere of “beatitic ex'_‘ L~
ence. L ]

Cincinnati, Sept. 1, 1879,
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"You bave got to make your . interpretation |
‘the Scriptures conformable to:Nature... Scientific. -
distlosures are the best illuminators that, can jpe -
‘given to men. Nature makes commenters that

stand.—Beecher, . S R S

This Fourier . and  spirit way of looking atthe . »
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