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' EXPERIENCES WITH THE SPIRIT |

. ENEMIES OF SPIRITUALISM.

—

{BY J. M. ROBERTS.

.. [CONTINUED.]"

1 have mnow reached a point.in this narrative
w hich will show lrow intimately assdciated! are the-
efforts of spirits'and mortals, to effect the énds and
aims which they are mutually striving for. " The
antagonism to."BModern Spiritualism, both in the
spirit world and on the .earth, has:been fully de-
monstrated ‘in the events which I have related. I
will now trace the etforts of spiiits and rortals to
countervail that antagonism, and to gef  the facts
and truths of Spiritnalism judicially established.

As stated before, the time at length arrived when

"the spirit friends and guides of NMr.-and Mrs - Bliss

‘Accordingly, the instructions
of the spirit,Ppurporting to be that of Rufus Choate,
were followed. 1t'will be remembered, that in a
communication before given, that spirit said to me,
through Mr. Bliss, while entranced, “To-morrow,
at ten o'clock, A. M., I.want you to sit for me 1n
this room, as I may be better able to impress you
and coutrol your haud to write what 1 desire to say
to you further.” I promised to comply with that:
request, but found it impossible to Kkeep the ap-
pointment . promptly. . It was a full hour after that
time before I could reach Mr. Bliss’s ‘house.. . On
gitting with- bim, I was surprised to find that he
was._not at: all influenced, and:-we bad to give up
'the sitting without-any apparent result. - Knowing
that it was necessary.-to have a sworn statement of
the principal: witnesses, in’order ‘to base a legal
complaint, I accordingly wrote out the affidavits of
Mr. Bliss and Mr. Arthur Brayborn,. who were the
first to enter the cabinet after. Mr. Bliss’s return
from camp meeting to his home. ~ I. did not then-
perceive ‘the importance of .that-step, but it was
made painfully apparent, in the legal contest which
followed. ' After I had taken those affidavits, and
they had been dulyv attested before ‘Alderman Car-
penter, I had Mr. Bliss to sit again for me. He was
coutrolled, and- I was upbraided . by the last mien-.
tioned spirit for mv lack of puuctuality. Thinking

requested t legal measures should be raken to
vindicate t ruth.

"that I bad defeated sowme lmportant measure, I tried

to satisfy the spirit that ‘I'had not been indifferent

-to.his request, and begged that he would not: allow

that to prevent him from giviihg me the necessary
counsel and advice to enable e to carry out his
directions. To my surprise, I:was' then told thatl
had been acting under the iinpressions which he
had exerted upon me, and that in preparing the
two aflidavits, I had done just what he wanted me
to do. I'was then told to take the initial steps to
have the matter legally inquired into. . = - 77

‘Kuouwing tbhat a most.foul and diabolical conspir-

acy bhad been entered into by the conductors of the'|
. Times, William O. Harrison, Hélen Suyder. Philip.

Diesinger, aud Anthony Higgins, to slander.a’'d in-
jure Mr: and -Mrs. Bliss, I advised the arrest of the
persons kamoaod, ther  with Afexander K: Adic-
cluge, editor; and Lonis N. Megargee, reporterof the
Times, and to charge tliem with  having. conspired
together to injure them, unlawtully.  Mr. Bliss ac-
cordingly cownplained against tbe ' six “persous” for
joining in’a conspiracy to injure himself and Mrs.
Bliss by . falsehood  and ' misrepresentation ; and
The complaiut was’
made before Alderman Robert Smith; and: in due.

“time all the parties were arrested and. brought up

for a hearing.” This was a step that the couspira-
tors never. expected.. They thought that their ‘in-

" jquitous - actions ‘would never: be publicly . ques-

tioned. - They thus found themselves compelled to
meet their intended victimns at the. bar of public
-justice. : ‘ '

At the hearing, the magisirate, on a legal techni-

¢ cality, dismissed the chbarge of conspiracy, but heid
_the tyv0 representatives of . the Times 10 answer.at

- court for having libelled the ‘complainanis.” This-

“'was more than two weeks afier the alleged discov-:

ery ‘of fraud. on the’ part.of MFf. and Mrs. Bliss’
"Philip Diesinger, ‘who then . becate complainant
‘against.‘ them, had not dared to atlempt a . prosecu-.
tioal ; but then, in order to help his fellow- conspir-
ators out of the scrape into which they had run, he
‘fornl it nmecessary to make a complaiut, ou”bis

- oath, that he had reason to believe that Mr. and

M rs. Bliss bad, as wedium<, defrauded him out of
some  thirty or thuty-five dollars, which he bad
paid to them for the privilege of attending their
seances. To support his compiaint, his counsel,
James Heverin, called William O. Harrison, Helen
Sny"der‘ and Emanuel Wolff, their simple dupe. It
was at that thpe that Diesinger testified.that “Mr.
Bliss had charged hima with beiug a Jesuit spy, and
that he was proud to acknowledge himself Lo be
g0.” 1t 'was at that time also, that Diesinger swore
that Harrison and he belonged to the same seeret
When Harrison was examined upon that
point, he testiied that he and' Diesinger were fel-
Jow-members of one order only. ~The natural in-
ference was, that the order te which they mutually .
belonged was the Jesuit order. : o
Wm. O. Harrison and Hellen Soyder, two of
Diesinger’s Catholic associates, swore that they had,
‘for little or no compensation. for months,  assisted
Mi. and Bliss to deceive Diesinger and others (tes-
timony which I know to have been” wilful and ma-
‘licious perjury from beginning to end); and that
‘they had themselves personated many if not nearly
all “the supposed spirit forms which bhad appeared
at their seances. On that perjured testimnny, Mr.

. and Mrs. Bliss were held in the sum of $G00 each

to answer at court for baving defruuded | Diesinger

" Representing Mr. aud Mrs. Bliss, at the request
of their spirit guides, I asked Magistrate Smith to
‘hold Harrison and Snyder in the same amount for
-trial. This very natural and proper motion was

.- ‘overruled by this magisterial Dogberry, on the ab-
. surd plea tbat they were the Commonwealth’s wit-

nesses—a plea that Judge Brfges scouted afierwards
at the trial, when he told the disa_reeing jury that,
if they had convicted Mr. and Mrs. Bliss, he would

. have ordered the arrest of Harrison and Snyder at

once as acknowledged accomplices aud principals
in the alleged fraud. :

Mr. Bliss and Mrs. Bliss had rno intitpation what-
ever, that this praceeding was intended, aud hence
were taken euntirely by surprise. Magistrate Smith,
to  his credit be it spoken, refused to commit the
accused in default of legal bail, and stretched bhis

e aathouity in accepting me as bail for botn medi-
Tn due time both cases were returned to the court

"by the alderman. Mr. Bliss went before the Grand
Jury, with the most pesitive and conclusive evi-
dence, that he and Mrs. Bliss had been most foully
‘and - maliciously slandered in The Times. ¥or
. agome reason, incomprehensible on any priucipal of-
justice or official- duty, the Grand Jury dismissed
his complaint, but showed their utter incompetency
for their official duties by indicting Mr. and Mrs.
Bliss while they fouund no bill against Harrison
and Soyder, who acknowledged their ' fraudulent

" " action towards the complainant, Diesinger.

This one-sided indictment, was in due course of
time, set down for trial.” It therefore became ne-

! cessary for Mr. and Mis. Bliss 1o prepare for their

}
|

.. anoce, by the band of guides, that

trial. ~ Accordingly, in order to have the benefit of

' the ndvice of the gnides of the mediums, I bhad a.

sitting with Mr. Bliss, who was controlled by his
boy guide, “Billy tbe Bootblack.” By the latter 1
was told that it was deemed of the greatest import-

Thomas R. Evans

should be seen and interviewed at the earliest pos-

‘sible mombnt, as his testimony would prove Harri-

s0u’s story-to be wholly false. - The letter had tes-
tificd that Evars had been-concerned with himself
and Bliss in geiting up the alleged trap-door con-

e

-] told me teat the guides wanted Mr. Bliss to go 10
-| Baltimnere and see Mr. Evans, aud that be must-go-

‘to. Guy’s Hotel, 'on Monument - Square, wait there~|

" East Baltimore - street 2 - T replied; ¢“Yes, I believe

Cteretiace our =reps, procesded L6 the  latier stieed.

-to breakfast..

‘rain.

- without finishing my bhreakfast we started; out on

}

trivances, and that Mre. and Miss' ¥, .dis; the wife |
aud’ daaghter of Mr. Evans, hal psrSonated spirits |
at Mr. and Mrs. Bliss's seances. =~ e

- It was then seven o'clock in the evening. “Billy”

in the next train of -cars or he would not get to see
him. ! I toid *Billy’’ that'I thought it "would -be
impossible for +Mr. Bliss to go to Baltimore that
night, -as .I kneéw he had no:inoney: to defray his
expetises and ‘I'had none [ could.spare for that pur-
pose ;. besides, I told "~ him- I-did: not  believe Mr.
Evans _was. -'in Baltimore, as" I "knew he and bis
family had.gone to  Pittsburg, -Pa., after he left
Philadelphia. ' ST :
“Billy”  insisted  that Mr. Evans was in Balti-
more, that hé had seen him there, and " that 1f the
‘medium .. would go Lo that city he (*Billy™) would
take him to where Mr. Evans was. He - persisted
in urging that the medium should go:in the next
traiu, as unless he'did he would not get to see Mr.
Evans. " When Mr. Bliss came qut of ‘the trance I
told ‘him ‘wbat “Billy’’ had ‘said. - He scouted the
idea that Mr. Evans was in Balrtimore and told me
that-be knew he was .in Pittsburg, Pa. -~ Urged as
the matter had - been upon: 'me, I told, Mr. Blliss to
Lold himself in readiness to take the next train for
Baltimore, that I would go out and -»orrow the
money:to defray our expenses and that I wouldtac-
company.- him on . the. journey to'see what would
come of it.” Mr. Bliss tried to 'dissnade ‘me from
carrying out the promise I 'had finally given «“Billy”
that, his request should be complied with, but with-
-out avail. o : e el .
- Accordingly, we left Philadelphia by the mid-
night line on- the Wilmingtoun.route and reached |
Baltimore 'some time  before - daybreak the - next
morning.. The sky was cloudy aud threatened
rain, when we left the cars at the President. street
depot: - Mr. Blids. was greatly annoyed at my ap-
‘parent credulity as to'the -request of. +Billy,” and
‘'seemed to have .not: the least . idea that anything
-would.come;out of our’ journey. He had never
been :in Baltimore. and knew nothing about its
stfeets or localities. : I proposed. that we should go

for breakfast and then -see what' would Gome from
«Billy” in the way of 'instructions. . We proceeded
in the direction ¢f our déstination,until we entered
Baltimore- street at the Market House. Turning
westward alongMarket street we had not preceeded
wore than to- the second building on that street,
when Mr. Bliss: was entrancad and ¢Billy” . said,
«“Mr. Roberts, where are we? I am .all turned
round. . ‘This isu’t east, is it?” I replied, “I don’t
‘know, Billy.- East of what-?” - He replied, ‘““Why,
East—is it 2”7 1 said, ¢It may be East, West, North
or South, for all'l know.” He then said, “Is this

it is:?*" Then he said, “It is No. 62 East Baltimore
street;” -and-having said this he left as suddenly as
he bad come. - . S S ‘ ’
Supposing we were going Eastward, we proceed-
ed until [.saw by a streét-lamp’'that - we _were  in.
‘West, Baltimore street. I then inquired of a poli&e-
man - for East Baltimore street, and being directed

We walked along unable to see the numbers of the
houses, owing to the extreme.darkness, until tinally
Mr. Bliss “was' suddenly stopped, when he said,
«Mr. Roberis, this is-the place—I feel it is s0.”  We
were then in frout of what appeared to be a.vacant
store and the least likely place, apparently,-to tind
the person’ we were:in search of.. ‘We then retraced
our steps and weut ‘'to Guy’s Hotel, where we staid

The weather looked. very lowering and indicated
While.at breakfast Mr. Bliss broke off eating
.in the midst of his meal, and left tbe table, saying
he could not tell why it.was so, but he felt we
must go at once or we would be too late. I expos-
tulated with him-about the uureasonableness of his
burry, as I - needed my breakfast after our night’s
privation of sléep. -He would not be put off, and

our search.. On reaching ‘the hr u:e which .«Billy™
had designated - and “ before which Mr. Bliss had
been impressed, was the right one. on riliging the:
bell we were  answered by Mrs. Evans, who came

tothedoor. '~ .0 - e

On inquiring for Mr. Evans we were told that he
had just left. hpme- to . start on a business tour
throngh Maryland; that he had delaved his de-
parture -on “account of the threatgning appearance
of - the weather, bui.that he had finally decided to
start, antl was then either on his- journey or at the
stablée, wheré "He bhad - .gone to pget his hor<e and
vehicle. “Mrs. Evans told us that it:was Mr. Evans®
purpose to be ahsent. ' for-some time. Fortunately,
through Mr. Bliss’ impressions, while at breakfast,
wewere justintimetointerview Mr.Evans,and learn
from him not only the uiter untruthfulness of Har-
rison’s testimony :regarding .- himself, Mrs. Evans
and Miss Evans, but of the magnitude of the Jesuit
plot in which he .had been'engaged to discredit
Spiritualism. R . o =

. "We found Mr. Evaps and - family . residing with
Mr. Evansg’ father, and - could uot - possibly bhave
found " him by ‘searching the directory, as he had
been only a short. time ' in: Baltimore. The testi-
mony of  Mr. Evans was “obtained through this
singular intervention of friendly spirits and was the
principal,. if . not the only, testimony, which pre-
-vented the unjust and illegal conviction of Mr. and
Mrs. Bliss, of ‘an offence of. which they were en-
tirely innocent. © - - ] .

It will be remembered that at the first trial of the
indictment against. them, that when the jury went |
out and were first polled that there were eight for
conviction and four for acquittal. "After remaining
out two  dayvs they came into court and reported
" that they conld not agree. : One of them, Mr. Jarhes
Dundas, refusing to find a verdict-of-guilty against
the accused, he standing out against his eleven as-
sociates. - Since the trial he has told mne that 1t was
impossible for him to believe the testimony of Har-
rison in the face of Mr. Evans’ testimony. If this
was not a clear demonstration of what the spirit
guides of mediums can do for their protection and
welfare, we cannot conceive what would suffice for
such demonstration. .. Sy

The time for the trial was fixed and it became
neces<ary. to secure the servi of council to de-
fend the mediums. Applicatidn was' made to sev-
eral lawyers to act for the defense. They took the
ground that even if Mr:-and: Mrs. Bliss had done all
that had been alleged "against them that they had
committed no legal offence and could not- be con-
victed ; and said they would deem itunwise and
unsafe to attempt to prove the manifestations which
had occurred at the seances to be genuine, as the
popular prejudice was too strong to admit of that
kind of vindication of the accused witbout danger
to them.

At length -Wendell P. Bowman, Esq., was re-
tained and became the coui'sel for .the defense.
The day fixed for the trial was at hand, and Mr.
Evans could not be heard from, he being still away
on the business expedition mentioned, and -his
whereabouts nnknown. Mr. Bliss went to Balti-
more, hoping tn tind him the day before that fixed
for the trial. He failed, and came bome utterly
despondent. He was controlled soon after his re-
turn, when «“Billy” said that the spirit enemies of
the medium had exerted all their psychological
power upon him to compel him to flee and not to
return and stand bis tiyiak; but that the band of
guides had proven too strong for them and had de-
.feated their pernicious scheme. On Mr. Bliss com-
ing out of the trance he frankly admitted tbhat sev-
eral times while on bhis return to. Philadelphia
he bad felt.an almost ieresistible purpose not to
retarn but that his sense of - honor had sustained
him against the pressure to act in that unwise man-
ner. - -t TITNLLS

" When:the case was called next day, on acco;lnt

of the absence of Mr. Evans, who had promised 3¢ !

come on and _ testify when notified .that - he’ was
wanted, Mr Bowman asked for a postponement.
The States Attorney, represented bv the private
counsel of the conspirators, James: Heverin,-urged
that there should be nn delay, thus  hoping: to get
rid of the crushing testimony which it was expected
that Mr. Evans, Mrs. Evans and Miss Evars would
give. Judee Briggs granted two days delay as the
extreme limit of bis borbearance.

. Up to that time I had stood as the bail of both
the mecums. The District Attorney, seconded by
Mr. Heverin, now objected to me ag bail ‘on the
ground that I was ne.t a- resident of: Philadelphia,
and was not a freeholder of this citv; whiclh ~was
true. They also requested that the bail should be
doubled in amount, as they Liad reason 'to suspect
that the accused would run away.. The Court de-
cided both points in favor of the Srate. Mr. and Mrs.
Biliss applied to Peter Tomson, Esq., to go their bail
which he kindly did. God bless him for it.- But
for this Mr. and Mrs. Bliss would have been sent
to prison and thus bave been prevented from get-
ting their witness together. ) ‘- ol

The postpopement -expired and .the case was
again called. Mr. Evans was still absent and bad
not heen heard from, and where be might ‘be found
no one could tell. Another important witness for
the defence, Mrs. Lizzie Paige, residing in’ New
Jersey. was also absent, and as the presence of both
these important witnesses would be needed in or-
der to discredit the false and perjured testimony of
Harrison and Snyder, Mr. Bowman sought' to get

another postponement on the ground of the abseuce |
Judge Briggs overruled the ap--|:

of those witnesse¢s.
plication and ordered tke trial to proceed. 1In -a
short time thereafter Mrs. Page came into the court.
Mr. Heverin called the attention ot  the . judge to
that fact, and alleged most falsely and uncour-
teously that Mr. Bowman had not -acted  ingood
faith-with the court. The Judge asked Mr."Heverin-
to give him any evidence of the truth of his allega-
tinn, when he called Helen Snyder before the bench,
who, being sworn testified that while Mr. Bowman
was pressing for a postponement of the trial on ac-

count of the absence of Mrs. Paige, that the latterwas |

in Mr. Bowman’s office in company wit'i Mrs. Bliss,
and that she had seen themi leave the office and
come over to the court together. Mrs. Paige was
worr in answer to this and said there was nct a
particle of truth avout Helen Snyder’s testimony—
that she had come directly to the court hot<=2on
reaching the city; that she had not seen Mrs. Bliss
until she entered . the court room, and that she bad-
been in nobody’s office. This was a’ piece of. gra-
tuitous perjury invited and incited by Mr. Heverin,
to make a damaging point. against . his -opposing
counsel. The strange feature of this  aflair was
that neither Judge Briggs or Mr. Bowman took auy
further notice of this professional outrage. -
The trial proceeded, and the day was 'spent in
listening to the Commonwealth'’s witnesses.. Just
as the court was aboutl to adjourn at 5 ‘o’clock™P.
M., District Attorney Ker and private  counsel
Herverin, stated to Judge Briggs that they had: posi-
tive assurance that Mr. and Mrs. Bliss intended to
run away, and asked that .their bail he raised fréom,
$1200 sacn Lo $2506 each. . This spph eatigmrdaieg T
Briges granted, to the surprise of every one. It
being too late to hunt up bail there was -‘n\’)-‘.alt.e'r_—_
native but for Mr. and Mrs, Bliss: to2o .to prison:
This was what these enemies of truth had-aimed to
effect, and they could not conceal their ‘malicicus
gratification at this trifling success  of- their malice.
The next dav, Judge Briggs, at. the opening of
the conrt, said he was informed that Mrs. Bliss was.
expecting to be a mother and under t.he_cit_-cuni~
cumstances, he did not feel warraunted in =sending
her to “prison, if I would justify as bail-for. her
to his satisfaction. Being a freeholder .in'. the
adjoining enunty of Montgome y, and justifyving to
more than double the amount of bail réquired for
Mrs, Blise, T was ace'pted as her bail and she was
again free from the clutches" of the conspirau rs.
Mr. Bliss could get no one to go his hail and was
eompelled 16 remnain in custndy on account of this
nmiost unreasonable aud  urjustifiable increase ‘of
bail. . R T
Finding theroselves foiled in their scheme to im-
prison Mrs. Biiss, the conspirators prociived a new
charge o be made agaiust:ter, and -alihough she-
was already under the unusuallv heavy bail of
$2,500 for the very trifling offer.ce for which she
had been indicted, that of bhaving conspired to
cheat Philip Diesineer out of the enormous sum of
#35, which the said Diesinger paid for the privitege

of being cheated, while be was working with Har--

rison and the Times to make a false showing
against the mediums. On ‘this new charge, Judge
Briges was asked to hold Mrs. Bliss in the addi-
tional sum of $1,500, making the. whole bail the
unheard-of amouiit of $4,000, where as many hun-

dreds would have been’ cunsidered ample bail in-

similar cases ' under ordinary circumstances. - This
unusual request on the part of the State Judge
Briggs granted, and I:was
judge to justify as bail to the additional amount.
This I did, and again the conspirators were foiled.
Having exhausted their resources to effect the im-
prisonment of Mrs. Bliss, they were compelled to

remain content with the ‘imprisonment of = Mr.

Bliss, which was but poor satisfaction, in view of
the fact that so long as Mrs. Bliss was at large, the
seances would be given, and the materialization
.phenomena would go on through her, thus proving
the falseness of their attempt to discredit the me-
diums and the manifestations. _—

It was at an early stage of the trial that I re-
ceived the following communicatior, at the resi-
dence of Mr. Bliss, thréugh the mediumship of 'J.
Madison Allen: T : : :

GooD MORNING :—I have not much to say dn
this - occasion, .only this: I come to cougratulate
you on the progress which. bas beeh made, though
much of it is not so evident upon the surface of
things, in the line of spiritual evolution, since the

time when my feeble efforts were put forth, not

many years ago, while yet .in the flesh. 1 say con-
gratulate, meaning “precisely what tbat word im-
plies. for there has been substantial p made
everywhere, in this land and over nearly all the
earth, by the spirit-world acting conjointly with
receptive aLd illumined minds in the flesh. =
«To-day, the institutions of the past, so far as
they are defective, crude and imperfect, and that
they are largely so—yes, mainly so—is evident to
any carful, critical obsever of human affairs. I say
the institations of the past are to-day conscious, s0
to speak, that their life-force is ebbing, oozing,
passing from them. ' Trembling and tottering,

‘honeycombed by the power of eterpal truth, the:

corrupt man-made creedal institutions, political
oligarchies and conventional tyrannies are in-
ning to realize that the day of doom is at hand, and
that the light of truth, flowing in from the supernal
heavens, shall take the place of the institutions of
darkness, the myths; superstitions, follies and per-
versions . which have characterized human life
through all the ages. i : .

“I am here as one member of an association in

the heavens formed for the ‘express purpose pf in-.

stituting measures to protect medinmship; to enoun-
ciate its underlying principles; and to unfold to the
buman wunderstanding a correct, because a natural
system of life, which shall dispense with those
causes of evil, and which shall plant itself on God’s
laws, not man’s. That'is to say, which shall ac-
tualize and externalize itself in methods which shall
1ot, in'any sense, be oppressive, or .in contraven-
tion of the inalienable rights to life, liberty and the
pursuit of bappiness. - © . . . o

“The obstacles. which are in the way of the
progtess of this:movement are many aod great. But
the workers are more and . theéir power greater.". So
we . proceed confidently, bopefully, kuowing . thaf
the power of truth and the educative forces operat-
ing eatthward from ' the ‘heavens -are al!l sufficiens
for the accomplishwient of the- end desired.  We

) prised me with during a former visit.

again required by the’

.2

"'only ask that mertals shall loock up for light and:
strength and guidance as pupils in the great school
of spiritual existerce, the primary departmeunt of
which is ir the flesh.
maotto at the head of this paper) . .
. +«Much more I would gladly say to you, and
through yvou to the world, but tiiue is an elewment
in human affairs which we must all consider. It

only takes time- toevplve from the crude. chaouie
and . antagonistic - elements of so-called Christian
civilization, a science of society, the practical ap-
plication -of which in the arts of life. usiug arts in
1's broadest sense, -shall practically usher in the era
of peace on ear'h aned good will among men.: :
" s¢Atrue civilization is, therefore. the watchword
of the hour—freedom its chief corner-stone—purity,
_peace, progress, health, harmony and happiness dre
its ceutral mottloes; inspiring thoughts culminating
in resutts. . .

«Spiritualists of Anerica, be true to the funda-
mental principles underlying the new gospel of the
-angels, then shall success crown your -efforts, and
‘the last vestige ot tyranny and oppression, ecclesi-
asticism and papal iuirigue, be swept from the
earth through the enlightening force of that love,
wisdom - and - power which characterizes the
heavenly life. .
"~ «Stand firm in.the hour of trial; hesitate not to"
assert the truth and the right, and the combined
hiosts of heaven will see that justice is done.
- “Your humble friend and co-worker,
IR : : RoBxrT HARE.
Cheered on by such- assurances, frequently re-
‘ceived during that terrible conflict for truth, right
and justice, the mediums and myself were encour-
aged. to look forward to a complete victory over the
forces of the spirits of darkness and bigotty, and as
the end proved, we looked not in vain. :

- : (TO BE CONTINUED.)

. Experiences and Views of Rev. F.. J.
R : . Briggs. : :
For Afind and Matter.

MR. EDITOR :—To resume. The materializa:
‘tion is only an effigy. If I may be allowed to in-.
itroduce an obsolete Eunglish word which should be
brought into use, it is a simulacher of the physical
body instead of a materialization. This word is
far 'more appropriate in its signification and more
convenient. It delines tol2rably uccurately the
-character of the materialized formi. It is no new-
‘ceined,  jaw-cracker, from the mint of a cracked
<« scieutist,”” and so it may not serve their
turn.  But it does ours, and comes with an old.
" English stamp upon it. i :
;. This simulacher is not an apparition, nor a
pbantom form. It is no illusion, no hallucination.
For it has an objective, substantial existeuce just as
we see it, -as real as our physical bodies. It makes
a direct appeal to three of our five senses, sight,
touch and feeli:g. Qnce, while.a cousin’s daugh-
ter, atter shaking bands with others, was sitting ve-
side us in sight of all conversing. aud they hesring
heér. conversation (a demonstration to three «f our
senses) I requested her to show Brother Peebles =z
sample of . ber “*witcheraft,” which she bhad sur-
So I re-
‘quested him to select a bequet from a box of them
that' I had provided as preseuts to our spirit. frieuds
(and which sat befure bhim on the plativrin out of
‘ber reach), and to smell of it himself and observe
-it. : particularly  its fragrance; then pass it to the
others. aud bave. them do the same; then take it
back_ and hand it to her, .and  watch attemively.
"She held up one haud before all and tock it. With-
out moving her hand frowm tbat position she iaade
-2 few passes over the boguet with the other and
slivzbtly brushed jt with bLer fir Jers, gave it to him
a:d he-passed it to the o:lhers, after testing it him-
self. . - . >

-1t was bighly and fragrantly perfumed. When
it was returned to bimm  be gave it to her, remark-
1ng, ~Well, sister. this beats auything. ~ 1f you had
lived ~in- former titnes you would bave been taken
fori » witch, sure. 1 never witnessed such a mani-
“festation  hetorel”  The bequet Was .not an instant
out of sivht, and it was e only “thing slie had in
either hand.  Such demoustrations show our spirit
friends do conumand forees that appeal to vur fourth
sense, the olfactory. +

_As to the fifth sense, taste, 1 bave never requested.
to cut a slice out of the simulacher and chaw it, ta
see df it had any taste, for fear the other four senses
bad deceived me.. Nor bas any ‘trained mind or
expert)”’ been obtuse enough to need the ‘‘crucial
test” of fating the manifestion, 1o convince them
they were not chewing up the mediuin. They
way deem it necessary to gratify all of their tive
senses in a matter where the evidence of two would
be enough. iu order to first show that they have not
got any good, practical sense, as they have ever
persisted in doing iu almost every conceivable way.
L But people of good “horse sense” bave found that
out without their taking so much pains.

‘As to strength; the simulacher ' bas not much in
its structure. It is held together by spiritual forces
directed by will-power, and is easily disintegrated
by phvsical force. The spirit controls it through
spirit force. and through it moves other objects by
concentrating the force on them.
saiuze principle that, without any visible, tangible
form, they bave moved and raised chairs, tables
with men sitting upon them, piapos, trausported
articles aud thrown missiles, etc., doing it . both
with.or without the coutact of a medium j; living
flowers and other articles; ar:d even livibg creatures
into seances, and levitate persows. Those thiugs
are well known facts and almost every day occur-
rences. which,whoever will demonstrate the medus
operandi by which those things have been done,
will demonstrate the modus operandi of the spirit
in using those forces in and through its simu-
lacher. -

" With ‘regard to. the vocal organs, they being
purely mechanical in their workings, after pracs
ticing, the spirit can usually organize enough to
serve its purpose .tolérably well, and the controls;
from habit, get up a pretty good voice, but it is
wanting in strength. George Powell- once came
‘out, and baving set the doorsof the cabinet open,
said: “You will all please, keep quiet, and 1 will
go around into the room back of this: partition; and
while I am there, Minnie will try to speak through
the- medium’s organism, so you can see it.”? ¢Do
it now, Gvorge, standing where you are,” inter-

d some officious intermeddler. ¢l cannot. If
1 could, 1 should have done it without being asked.
‘We cannot do everything that-anybody wants any
more .than you can.” &I don’t see why you can’t
do that; why it would not be as easy for her to talk
with ‘you standing there, as for you to b€ in the
other room out of sight, aud then we could see it
wasn’t you talking/’ - «If - she. talks, and you see
her, you will know that the. vcice came from her;
that it is her talkipg, and not me in the other
room.” ¢Ifshe could do it with you in the other
room, I should think she could do it with you
there.” “I will explain it to you. I have taken"
so much fiom the medium’s lungs to get strength
to talk, that Minnie  cannot use her organs; they
are so weak it would hurt her. Bat, by going into
the other room in the dark, I can give ‘back enough
to the mediuin to - give her strength to talk; but it
will weaken me just so much as 1 give back. Now,
if you will keep quiet, I will try to do. what &
wanted to do first. - I have bhad to useup so much
of my power in talking, I ‘do not know .as I'can’
succeed- mow. ' I think I-can. "I will try.” - He did
succeed. Then ' he returned- from -the room; as-
- cerrded: the rostrum and walked. into -the cabinet
and closed - it, without speaking. 1 preésume -he
could not speak, for, as soon-as. he had bad.time Lo
‘Tecruit his strength, he came out and said.: 1 was
jntending to explain it(-,to you, but I thonght the

(From this I framed the |

only takes time 10 make angels of demons.;and it

It is upon the.

| time to explain it was after you. had seen it. We
can’t do but one thing ata'time, and tlink we
know which we hud better do first™™ «Gond - for
youn, George:” “You are rizht, George;” “George,
you have -downe well,” were respouses that came
from the anudience. I never ingnired if thisguerist
went and took out his diploma as an “‘expert.”

I should not have noticed this incident, were it
not.thit Grorze was trying to demnonstrate and ex-
_plgfar s vita) priuciple in épirit ma: Textarions, and
*which he succeéded i doing. despite the interrup-
tion. * Hel has explained the reason why Minnie
dues hot"Talk through the medium when a spirit is
talking or ,bolding Lhe strength to talk. And, on
the otker band, why, when Minuie is ‘tulking, the
spirit does not talk.. The forces are not suflicient
“for both -at the same time. Yet, when tie simu-
lacher was . close to the medium, I have known
them to exchange, one speaking aud then the other,
as readily as the S£lamese twins. And I never
heard them converse together more than they. It
-is entirely out ot order for investigators to urge, as
-I have heard them do, that both should speak at the
same time, toa show there were two of them. This
‘is ever being demonstrated in other and consisteut
ways. WHhat they may be able to dv in the future
we cannot tell. ’ ’ :

F. J. BRIGGS.

707 West Jefferson street, hloomington, 1lls., July
- 22, 1879. .

THE AMERICAN SHAKERS AND THEIR
C SPIRITUALISM. ° '

. ¢“There-is no better test of a new system of so-
ciety of life than its relation to marriage. Ifit
tampers with that it is always bad, and can by no
possibility be good. The Shakers form a commu-
nity built on this rotten foundation. They destroy
the family, root and branch. They have no place
for luvé, and enter into a determined and organized
fight with the God of Nature, who, by the stiongest
passions and impulses He has ever implauted iu the
bhuman soul, bas’ commanded them €fo establish
families. and bomes. Shakerism i$ good for noth-
ing if it is not good universally,—if it ought not to
be adopted universally.: But universal adoption
would be the suicide of a race, and a race bhas no
wmore right to commit suicide than a yan. Besides,
‘the damaming of one of the mo:t powerful streams
in human nature only sets the water back te cover
the banks it was intended to nourish and to drain.
It is too late to talk about the. superior sanctity of
the . celibate. We have no faith in it whatever.
The vow of chastity simply emphasizes in the
mind the passion it is intended, fi:r spi.itual rea-
.sons; to suppress, and fixes the alwcution upon it.
The Shaker, in denying love to himself and all the
hallowed influences that grow out of family and
home gains nothing in holipess, if he do not lose
irrétrievably. He is the victim of a shocking mis-
take.”—Scribner’s Monthly. ' i
Lditor Aind-and-ddalters - -

I bave read with considerable interest. the articles
of that Shakeress woman, Miss Julia Jobuson, ap-.

pearing in your excellent journal. Her claim to a
priority of Spiritualism among the Shakers is hardly
justitiable,  however, for Spiritualism, in some of
1ts phases and under different names, has prevailed
in all ages. The early Quakers, in one sense, were
Spiritualists, and George Fox had the gift of heal-
ing by the layinz on of hands. The Wesleys were
" Spiritualists, haviug the noises and the manifesta-
tions in tfeir own bome for years. In fact a ma-
jority of the great living souls of earth, gifted wiLh
‘the power to teach and. uplift their kindred race,
were couscious of inspiration and spiritual help.

That there is Spiritualismm armuoug the Shakers 1
am not i..clined to dispute. Spuaitualists generally
are-aware of this. But do not Shak.:s mizzle their.
mediums or visionisis 2. Do the  not se« k to maky
the manife~tations run in-a certain groove ? Do
they not sirive as much as the Rc - pan Cathelics to
so mchipulate spiritual communfeations as 10 niuke
them *each  Skakerism 2 While virtually sgnoring
freedom of thoupht and action, do they not, in-
bharmony with that postulate, seek tovrontrol spirits.
govern the spirit world, and coerce the iutellect into
their own narrow chanunels of thouglit 2 i

From frequent conversations withe ex- Shakers,
good and honorable men and wou:en, who have
spent the flower of their yeairs in these cominuni-
ties, | am forced to the belief 1hat Shakerism must
speedily mend its ways or die! They strenuously
oppose everything progr- ss:ve until forced iuto ‘the
measure. They will not permit the young people
amwong them to read the news of the day and age.
Their little p:carvurizh libiar es are a burle-que on
what libraries ought.to be. The elders dictate the
bouks to be r-ad, pencil the picces in the Dewspy
pers 10- be perused, and read-ihe letters sent from
and received by the members in their correspond-
ence with the ouiside world. Is tbere any .conti-
dence, any faith, any freedom in-espionage ? Must,
not children' go into the water and learn how to
swim ? And tog must not individuals be permitted
‘choice aiid be‘thrown upon their own respounsibili-
ty 2 Does not.this strensih of manhood aund wo-
manhood best develop the divibe nature ?. !

I ‘am credibly informed that these communities
are communities merely in name after all. The
different families do not bold all things in common.
But each family' is as distinct socially and finan-
cially ag are individualized familics out in the
world. ~If members of Elder Frederick Evans’
family wish to visit adjoining families or societies
they must go child-like and get permission.

The thrift, the industry, the neatness and quiet-
tiess’ of Shaker- .life are not withodt their advan-
tages, but it is a slave-like life after all. It is re-
poried  that the elders and elderesses have pretiy
good times.. They ga off un visits, aind ‘make it in
their way when out to feast on good dinners, seek
the cultured classes among the world’s people, and
smuggle precious volumes now and then into their
homes to enjoy the literary repast at their leisure.
And all this time the brethren and sisters are com-
pelled to remain at their bomes pursuing the tread-
mill life of hard labor. : o

1s- it ‘physiological integrity and jastice for a
Shaker to be compelled to work sixteen hours per
day ? s . ]

-Is it physiologically righteous and honorable to
compel Shakers to rise, sick or well, at the ringing
of x bell, and’ go through with the same mouoto-
nous machine life year after year? -

" Is‘it physiologically healthy for Shakers to scrape
‘their faces three or four times a week,.simply be-
ccanse their fathers and forefathers shaved _their
faces? - s . -

"Why is it that we; in the outside world, hear so
‘muc¢h of tyranny; so much of dictatorship, and so

who' have voluntarily left Shaker societies, and
especially those at- Mount Lebanon? Is it not
‘the vinegar of monarchy, to bé egotistic, domineer-
ing and unrelenting? Is it not time that Shakers
Jo govern than force or tyranny 2

andgei:e'i-a]ly'kyn Wi to the  outside world, that
to relie upon hired' help. 'What is the matter ?
‘W hy «do.:the- young; .-with few exceptions, leave
leave them if thereé was more- progress, more free-
‘dom) m%ﬁ‘en&ﬁrging ‘of spiritual _gifts, decent-
- music; gnd.

of elders?

‘much -about " an’ intolerable monotony from those
natural for Englishmen, pickled in early life with

“had learned that leve is more attractive and mightier
mitted by Shakers themselves,

‘their societies ‘are’ decreasing. - Some of them have
them ,when they attain to majority.2  'Would they
-libraries, ‘capacious g: rooms, instruments. of

$ amamia

catholic; charitable rulings on the. part |

Shakers that left the orzanization thirty and fary
veurs agn, relate the wonsrous rtheological doe-
frives ‘then held: the utter indiflerence towands’
those who consrientionsly lefr. the different fami-
lies, and the rigiditv of the Covenant. Have tb use
doctrines bheen modified 2 Have the bhignted and
hitter rulings of the clders heen softeuned? Huve
Shakers kept. pace with the genius and ourpushing
spirit of 1he age?# Do.not the dicta-of those in
authority¥%e™ i, ®irive members away foom. the
order. and domore towards hurrying the decline of
Shakerism thanthe criticisms of thase who prefor
life out in the'life of the world, beating with
«nergyv, mental discip;i't‘- and moral improvement 2
The day of kings and pries’s, of potentates and o=
tatorial lea:lers has pussed hy, at least in America.

Shaker elders and speakers, when they go out
into the world ‘to bear their testimony among
Spiritualists, never weary of relating their visions
and pm;‘)hecies; how that Spiritualism was to re-
turn zgain to their communities, and build up the
Zion of ‘their God; but it will have to return very
svon, or there will be nothing nor nobody for it to
return to! Let me suggest this’ as a suhject for
Shaker consideration: What is tie matter with us ?

w.

-

Materializations Extraordinary..

<

Editor Mind and Matler.
On the evening of Juue 24th last 1 attended a

| seance given by Henry C. Gordon, at his residence -
} No. 681 North 13th street, Philadelpbia. '

© After the circle was formed, wa joined in si_ng-'uvgf

{ and soon all seemed in barmonious accord, - and

this state of affairs continued througbout the se-
ance, which lasted until 11 o’clock, P. M.

The manifestations began very soon after the se-
ance commernced. The writer was the first called
up to the cabinet. There stood in full view a fine
looking spirit with dark hair and moustache, pur-
porting to be a cousin of mine who wis shot in
Chicago, just.before the great fire occurred. The
features were as perfect as when he was_in life, and
I have no doubt whafever as to his identity. I re-
turned to my seat. )

A song was sung, when I was again called up.
There; stood the form of a feriale about the same
height of that of a sister, and quite tall, who passed-
away soni: years ago.
visible, but her eyes were closed. Neverthéless,
the eutline and general appearance of the face were
those of my sister, although neither of the foims
spoke. . :

Soon afier a lively female spirit friend came out
into the room, and paid her respects to me alone.
The size, form and height of this spirit, also the
general features, were those of my cousin’s wife,
.who passed on nearly thirty years ago. She ap-
peared three different times, and it seems to me I
cannot be mistaken as to her identity. '

Those were all the special favors extended to
me, save one from a male spirit who was recognized:
by Gilbers piveent but was not kpown to me. This

.spirit seated bimself bestde me and laid his hand

upon my head, at my request. He sat-some time,
then rose and as he retired into the cabinet he ad-
dresged the circle in a fine little speech. but in a
coar:e voice. He was recognized as a bishop who
ouc: lived in Philadelphia. He was dressed in the

robes of a priest. -

Many lady-like spirits came out and w:armly
greeted frierrds who reenguized them. The light
was suflicieut for (11 4 purpose. A number came
out and danced to the tune of 1he accordeon. ’

“1.ey seemed to be experts
something out of nething. as seen in their success-
ful efforts in spreading out webs of gossamer, or
whatever it migot be called, so light and thinrhat all
could readilv see the spirit from behind it. On ore
ocecasion a fine form gricefully paraded the floor and
out-of seeming nothing gathered up material,
tosséd it in the air, up.aad down, and roand
about until she had gatl.:red a large mass. “She
then spread it out and gathered it up in folds until
her person appeared ioaded down with it: rhen,
with a toss gentlv-lowering the end to the floor,
it fi-ded out of sight. At times this fabric was
spread over, first. one and then another in the cir-
cle, and was freelv felt by the sitters. At one time-
a large fold was spread over aud- rested upon the
bead of the writer. ’ .

At last a ballet dancercame out and went through
many agile prauks peculiar to that class of per-
formers. It was stated by one of "the cirele that
fourteen spirite,varying i size, form and highr, froain
a sprightly little lad up to those of full grown men
and women all emanating from an emnp y box con-
taining nothing but a chair and a very delicate,
feeble and effeminate-looking gentleman of soine
forty years of age.

This is a plain statement. of the facts, penned
from memory. The whole affair appeared as real
as though there bad been the same number of per-
sons iu the form to enact what had transpired;
save that some of the forms bn emerging frum the
cabinet moved like children beginning to walk,
timidly and carefully. Others would walk directly
out and across the room as gracefully as ever in
life. : ; ) :

-‘There was, however, a lack of speech with most
of them, but there were enough wha could use the
oigans of speech to indicate that the time may not
be very far distant whep mortals will talk without
difficulty with the immortal departed frienas.

At all events, ye, wbo would scoff at or ridicule -
the idea may, perhapg, as well wait till you may
perchance withess some of Lhe things that are to-
day stirring the bearts of men and women to their
deep foundations at this the grandest revelation that
ever came to earth. . . .

- Subsequently, let me say, I attended & number
of seances given by Mr. Gordon while in your city,
with most splendid results. From twelve to fifteen
sprrits, or more, would come .out into the room
among tbhe sitters on each and every occasion.
Many of these were positively recognized.

The writer, on diflerent occasions, recognized a
cousin, named Edsell, as plainly as if he was in the
earthly form.
own house, but his friends never knew how. He.
told me he was shot by burglars. Mv spirit sister
came to me many times and conversed with-me as
fluently as was her wont when speaking in earnest ~
on any subject.for some ten minutes or more.

These phenomena merit the attention of the
learned especially, and greatly -do they . wrong
themselves and the world by not seeking to know -
their import. W. D. HOLBROOK. - -

Waukashaw, Wis.

Approval of Thomas R. Hazard, Esq.
To the Editor of Mind and 3Matter.

I would feel obliged to you if you would allow
me space in youg journal to convey to Rev. J. T.
Briggs my beartrelt thanks for his most admirable.
article in MiND AND MATTER of last week. In’
every particular it expresses my views and senti- -
ments in regard to spirit materializations and the
treatment that should be accorded:to the sensitive
instruments the angels inspire to produce that last

think there has been any article published by the
Spiritual press for years that has done as much
good, in. the :cause of Spiritualism, as the one re-

‘ferred to will:do, if it can be copied into the liberal

press generally, ‘and sb placed before the public. -

YTl Yours, truly;

L., Taos B, Haza®o

- -
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Philadelphia.

J.M.ROBERTS. . . . . . PURLISHER AND EDITOR.

. RATES OF ADVERTISING ; ‘
Fach line in nonparetl type, fifteen cents for the first
fnsertion, and half this. rate for each subsequeént in-
ertion. o :
.8pecial Notices—twenty cents per line for each in-
Rértion. R
Business Cards and Continuned Advertisements in-
rerted at sapecial rates.
Electrotypes and r]ntes will not'be Inserted.
‘Payment strictly in advance. .
Advertisements intended for ingertion, must be left
at the office by noon of each Thursday:
. . TERMS O UBSCRIPTION,
To mail subacribers, %2.15 per annum: £1.03 for six

mionths; *57 cents for three months, payable in ad-

VRANOe-
o ‘Blnfle ocoples of the paper, six cents—to be had at the
principal news stands. @
) CQLUB RATES FOR ONE YEAR.
HFive coples, One year, free of postage . . . . . . £3.00
1 Ten R 1'% g [y . & 0 L e .. 13.00
Twenty ¢ o @ - ] $0.00

This is a gsplendid opportunity for News Agents in
toall rts of the oountrly. to resllze a handsome profit
without investing their cash capital. ,
27~ Anonymous communications cannot be printed
in this paper. Names and addresses shoygld gdwaysbe
glven, which will heconsidered congidcutihl, unless
otherwise expressed. . . .’ .
&7~ Persons remitting sums of money for Subscrip-
tions to thia paper, shouid Ao g0 by registered letters or
: tal orderr. e cannot be held responsible for any
okses of subscription money sent In any other man-
ner. A - : ’
27 PREMIUM PICTURFES FOR SUBSCRIBERS.—
Two llkenesses of «Billly the Bootblack,” (Cabinet
Rize,) as -he was in eartlv life, and as he I8 in spirit,
are ready for dellvery, to each Fearly subscriber
to MIND AND MATTER. Two likene-ses of «Billy
the Bootblack” (Carte de Vikite sjze) to every six
months subscribers, as couviners of a very remark-
able demonstration of.-spirit. communmon, the ex-
glanau(‘m of which accompanies thepictures. Fvery
iritualist should secure coplies of 1his complete
triumph of Spiritualism and. art. These  pictures
are not for sale, They are intended as a present
in accordance with the above arrangement. ’

Mrs. A. H. Robinson.

[EDITORIAL EXPLANATION.] ‘

“- In the month of Fehrnm-y Tast, we received a let~
ter from Mrs. A. H. Robinson, of Chicago, inform-
ing us that she was in posscssion™®f a - mailing list

* of the Religio-Philosoplical Journal, which had

been given to her by the late proprietor of that
paper, Stevens S. Jones, a few weeks Lefore he was
assassinated, and that she wonld ‘give us the use of

it for an equivalent in advertising lier as' a medium,

and requesting us, if we were willing to make
such an arrmwgﬂxient, 16 go to Chicago. Wanting
to give as wide publicity to the existence and char-
acter of MIND AND _MATIER among Spiritualists
as possible, we were glad to avail ourselves of her
offer to effect that object. ' o o
Accordingly we went to Chicago and made the
' following arrangement with Mrs. Robinson.. For

and in consideration of our placing the advertise-’

ment which she (Mrs. Robinson) had continued

for a long time in the Journal, and until some time-

afler the death of Mr. Jones, in’ MIND AND MaT:
TER, for ope year, we were permitted ‘to take a
copy of the mailing list referred to.
of that agreement we, obtained the
that time bave published Mrs.
tisement. o

list,-aud . since’
Robiuson’s adver-

As we can no longer continue to advertize Mrs.

Robinson as a trustworthy medium, we “deem it
due to her, to the pt}@c and to oursvlves, to say

why we feol constrainél to refusq to carry out that
agreement. Iefore we entered into it we made

such inquiries as we eould regarding Mrs. Kobin-
We were in-
formed that she had been a most succeszful and
useful healer of the sick. - We knew that “she had
had the unqualified 'eud'mscx::cnt. of Mr. Jones as
an honest and reliable'medinm, and- that of itself
seeméd to warrant our giving credit to her ¢laims
of ‘mediumship. It is true, we knew that Colonel
Bundy, after a partial settlemen’. with Mrs. Robin-

‘~= son, some time afterthe assassination of Mr. Joues,

discontinued her advertisement, but as he assigned

n¢ public reason for that course, we naturally con-,

cluded he had acted in the matter on -solely per-

sonal or business grounds. We never, for a mo-~

meunt supposed that Col. Bundy questioned Mrs,

Robinson’s medinmship or her reliability as a me-

dium. Besides, Mrs. Robinson -assured us that

Col. Bundy had never questioned her mediuwmship,

and that his bad feeling toward ler grew out of
differences of a buginess character between  them.
Under these circumstances we could see no reason
to decling to advertise Mrs. Robinson 1o the sume
extent that the Journal had done.. - '
‘Of late we have been’receiving nuimerous letters
alleging Mrs. Robinson to' be dishonest with those
" who were seeking her services  as ‘a medium.
These letters we have forwarded to Mrs. Robinson
-as they were received, for her explanations, which
have been so unsatisfactory as. to raise the greatest

doubt.in our mind as*to the propri«ty. of advertis--

ing ber as a reliable medium. ~We have recently
received information from Mrs. - A! E. Hunter, of
74 Elgin street, Chicago, 1lis., who lived for ten
‘months in the family of Mrs. Robinson, that leaves
not a doubdbt in our mind that she.is a dishonest and
untrustworthy person, as to her medinuwmistic pre-
tensions. e therefore take  this, the earliest op-
portunity, to cease advertising her, and ‘warn all
who may ‘have been misled, by our publication of
her advertisement, that we dcem her - unworthy of
credit as a medium. 7 R
-We cannot but feel that Col. Bundy is especially
-reprehensible in not letting the public know why
he ceased to advertise Mrs.-Robinson as a medium.

" If be kilew her to be unworthy of confidence he

was ;espec,iall'y‘i'under obligation to caution the pub-
lic against her, in view of his pretended hostility to
“ull fraudulenit mediums. That he was fully .cogni-

zant.of Mi‘é, Robinson's ixnworthiness as a wedium

seems almost  certzin.  His unexplained with-

. ‘drawal of her advertisement is prima fucia evi-

. dence of it. He knew we had been advertisiog her

for several months past, but not a word of warning:

" did he utter or publish concerning her.
" Had not Mrs. Robiuson been formerly the espe-
_cial medium of the Journual, and prominently iden-
titied with it as.a medium, there would not be the
same censure justly due to him. Is it not in order
for, Col. Bundy to tell the public why he has been
80 ;Lptrange!y silent in regard to Mrs. Robinson as a
medium ? When he does so, there wéll be less
" reason 10 believe that from some selfish considera-
tion he bas been willing to concea! what he knows
about her unworthiness as such. ,

In a recent letter from Mrs. Roubinson she in-
. forined us that she bad been astonisbed to be told
by oue or mare of her late patrops, that they had
been sent to her from the Journal office. It was
but a sbort time afterwards that Col. Bundy denied
that any person had sued the beirs of . Mr. Jones;
all of which indicates that there are grave reasons
for a mutual silence on the part of Col. Bundy and

“Mrs. Robinson. o :

At all events we do pot besitate to warn Spirit-
ualists against Mrs. Robinsop as an untrustworthy
medium, anrd against Col: Bundv a: an uptrus-
worthy journalist. . There may be zome phases of
Spliritualism ‘more deplorable than that which those
two persons rerresent, but we confess we bave not
come across it.

| But 'we. do feel that it is none the less proper to.do’
| what we can to: render 'such bigotry impotent for

In pursnance .

“1:the mails; that jumble of contradictionsy fictitioys-

- "ID. M. Benneit’s Persecu.ion.
“We were pained and surprised to learn through
the. Truth Seeker, of August 2d, that the application
“for ‘the release of its able :and ‘indomitable -editor,
‘had entirely failed,"and that he had been removed
to the Albany prison to undergo the punishment
provided by law :for malefactors of the worst
character.  We did hepe and expect that the mad-
ness of bigofry and fanaticism would stop short of
the consumination of that most unjust and cruel,
wrong. - 'i‘l:eboursg taken by those who sought to |
subject Mr. Bennett to that humiliation and tor-
ture, leaves no room to question but that tliey were
largely. if not wholly, actuated by the purpose to
silence the pen of that scathing critic of their
cant, hypoecaiisy, and hollow religious  pretenses;
rather than to protect and shield public morals by
the enforcement in-his case, of the United States,
law  against  circulating .olis(jelyév " publications
through the majls. L IR S
When we see so-called ‘Ministers of the Gospel,
using their pnlpi'ls, which are nominally assigned
for the inculeation of brotherly love and charity
among mankind;.to arouse sentiments of hate and’
revenge, we think it is about time to regard the so-
called Christian -religion as a curse rather than a
blessing to mankind. A religion: that not’ only.
tolerates but encourages the disregard and violation
of every moral precept which it claims to iuculcate,

banished from the earth.  No amountef persecu-
-tion will 'serve -to prolong jts existence; on -the
confrary -every act ‘which results from the bigoted
prejudices of its 'devotees, will hasten the hour of
its extinction. * R ' R

-~ No'one who is acquainted with the fucls in Tela-
tidn to the .prosecution and  conviétion -of . Mr.
Bennett will: believe»‘ai)ythixig_elSe than he ‘is'a
victim of persecution for opinions sake, and not a.
-¢riminal violator of his countries laws.  We do gnot,_'
share " with ‘Mr. " Beénnett - his strong  feeling: of
‘antogonism .to Christianity, so-called, our charity
being broad enough to cloth. with'good intentions
even the: most inconsistent acts of sectarian bigotry.

-evil. “Mr Bennett's offence; :if offence ‘he gave,
was, that he 'ass:'\iled'_ with merciless seyverity’ the.
idols which perverted education had clothed with -
the sanctity . of ‘divine ‘excellence. In.this work.
Mr. Beunnett became.fanatically zealous and hence’
a pdwerful and_all pervading sectarian prejudice
against him, ~ " R ' ERERUCERIR
‘To-his terrible atticks the Christian clergy could

' make no adequate ‘reply, and Mr. Bennett would,
ot forbear. - Under the ‘guarantees of the' Consti-
tution, it was impossible to silence this fearless and.
_determined oppofiént, and indirect: meas ‘were
.Tesorted to toeffect what could not be accomplished
.by direct and honest means. A fal:é charge was
‘trumped up against him, which was rendered suc-"
cessful througli'the grossest’ perversion of -law, and
‘Mr. Bennett, a man guilty of no -legaloffence, is:
subjected to-the punishment of a 'malefactor. ‘We:
‘say-a false chfirge, for Mr. Bennett did ‘pothing bat
what hie had -Xhe legal right {6 do, in selling and.
sending that'absurd publication, «“Cupid’s Yokes,”
thréugh:the ‘mails—yes, as full a'legdl right to do
‘it as:any- Bible sellér has to sel and. sénd'-'t,l_)fx'ougi_i‘;

Tnarratives,: obscene ’t)a._nsiact_ions, "and . dogmatic
“nonsense.. Mr.. Bennett is not mpore rightfully in:
Pprison ‘in ‘the gard of a malefactor, than should:
every .vender. of the Holy Bible’(!) be, were- he’
prtosecuted and-tricd as Mr. Bennett was! = Indeed,
tkose who makey publish, sell, cirgulaté - and advo-
¢ateé (e inenleations of. the Bible are guilty of a
greater violation of law than was Mr. Bennett, in-
asmuch-as they claim a. divine autbhorization of
incest, ‘ adultery, fornication, - persecution, murder,’
robbery and all the worst critnes that men can

commiit, and teach that all these crimes will ‘call
down no moral punishment on.those who commit’
thein, provided tbey sincerely ask a mythical being
10 - become their scapegoat’ and suffer. for their
crimes. R ‘ o

in" “Cupid’s Yuokes,” where theire is now ouly one,
thiey could not ¢ more to encourage .and sanction
crimne than do those who are trading in what they
call the word of God, but, with the writing of which
‘God bhad 'much less to do. than the mythical Father
of Lies.: : : Sl e e
Mr. Bennett may be kept in prison, by those. who
are his iuferiors in every manly attribute, until his
unjust sentence is fully satisfied, but thit perver-
sion of "justice will  be more than compensated for
by the odium which will cling' to those. who par-
ticipated in the infliction of that wrong, from-An-
thony Comstock ' to President Hayes.” We know,
from facts which cannot be rationally questioned,
that there is no escape from the just consequences
of wrong actions; and tbat remorse ‘will sooner or
later overtake every wrong-doer. . In view of all
the facts, we would prefer to share with Mr. Ben--
nett his prison:.cell than to “share that which is in
store for his persecuting enemier. - S

“‘hu't“ is the *‘Present Posiiipi;” of
. the -‘Religlo-Philosophical
' Journal: 2. .

1n the luast nuwnber of - the R. P. Journal its edi-:
tor, under the ]_Je'ad-l_ine/, “Our Present Position,”"
says: : RRRTT )

«It Lias been charged  against us that In bringing
the critical and aualytical metbod to bear upon the
phenomena, real or spurious,” (What are spurious
spiritual plhevomena, pray ?) “of Spiritnalism, we'
are the representative. of ‘a new departure.” "~We
claim no such distinction. Ever since 1848 there
have been Spiritualists who bave advocated views,
quite similar to our own, as to the importance of - a
vigilant scrutiny of " all pretensions and of great’
¢aution in accepting what lacks full demonstration.
But we do claim that no journal except our own is
Jaboring to present spiritual  facts so that they will
carry the scientific weight to which they are enti-’
tled, and command the attention of all serious un-
preoccupied minds that sincerely crave the truth.

«We were.well aware that in questioning  the
zenuineness of certain uuntested phenomena we
were raising up a bhost of bilter, because deeply in-
terested, enemies. = ¢ ¢ y @

«The class of grasi Spiritualists, w chief ob- .
ject is to make money out of Spirituilism (W hy is
not the Joarnal editor a quasi Spiritualist of that
class ?), natu-ally object 10 any teaching that may
inculcate a purely rational and legitimate estimate
of our phenomena (the italics are ours). They
want a public, prepared to swallow everything they
may assert. If they choose to say that a communi-
cition comes from Pythagoras, Plato, King Belshaz-
zar, or Boss Tweed, it must not be questioned. 1f
you expre:ss your modest doubts as to the claimed
identity, look to be denounced as a Jesuitical ene-
my of Spiritualism under the guise of.a friend, and
as being in the pay either of the Catholics or of the
Young Men’s Christian Association.  Such is the
nature of the idiotic accusation, to which we have
been .subjected for taking a stand opposed to all
imposture and all over-eager credulity. We cannot’
Lelieve that apy person of a souud mind can be
fooled by such weak inventions.”

To which deliberate attempt at evasjon and de-
ception we reply, that we venture to say that, “We
do not believe that any person of sound mind can

- fooled by such wealk investiorns;” as the -above,
-which are manifeatly intended to divert the atten—
tion of bis readers. from the “Fresent Position,” the
‘past’ position, apd the eurly collapse of the fiture

schemes of the insincere and disbonest editor of the

is a false religion; and must - at no distant “day Be -

If theré were teus of thousands of persous trading |-

1 Jouinal. - We bave had as much to do as any other

person in following the serpentine course of the
Jpurnal :sinée it came under the control of Col.
Buudy through the deliberately planned and exe-
cuted assassination of his predeces:or,and we know
‘the truth swwher2of we speak when we say that there
is not a ‘particle of truth in the above whining plea

. of .Col. Bundy: for the sympathy and support of

honest and- sincere friends of Spiritualism. We
know that 1o one has written one word against
Col: Bundy, because he kept constantly prating

‘about. purity, hones:y and good faith on the part of

Spiritualists and mediums in their pursuit of spirit-
ua’l' truth; what they have complained of, and
‘most justly, too, was that Col. Bundy took no step
of a practical character to show that there was a
particle of sincerity or-consistency in all his clamor

about tests and the prevention of fraud on the part |

-of mediums: What little he may have ventured
‘to'print in regard to phenomeual Spiritualism as
occurring through mediums, shows that he exacts
nothing from them in the way of tests as a condi-
tion for a hearing through the Journal. On the
‘other hand he has devoted columns upon columuns
of misrepresentations and falsehood against medi-
ums who bave given their seances under the most
absolute test conditions, and this on the simple au-
thority of the-bigoted sectarian enemies of Spirit-
ualism, and has persistently refused to aliow the
wronged mediums, or Spirituahsts of undoubted
credibility to ' testify through the Journal in their
behalf. Neither has he been the man to ever cor-
rect a ‘single-oune of his falsehoods, although he
must-have known that what he published was un-

‘true. -

~ ~Weé ourselves were the target at which he espe-
cially aimed his shafts of malice and misrepsenta-
tions up to the day we published the first number

.of MIND .AND MATTER. Meniioning us by name,

‘Col. -B;ti\d_\* sought in every possible way to make

-it appear we.were Lhe friend, apologist, for and de-
fender of fraudulent mediums.

We have every
reasoni to -believe that it was at Col. Bundys in-
stance ‘that Wm. R. Tice and S. B. Nichols, of
Brooklyn, sought to make good his falsehoods by
corrupting and luring Alfred James into the trap

.that was.to ruin us and theipaper that they knew

would put.an end ta their dishonest efforts to dis-

“grace Spiritualism and render it an object of 1. ath-

ing to’ all honest and well-mmeaning, but ignorant
and prejudiced p2ople. - '
- We, last week, very clearly showed that Colonel
‘Bundy’ was entirely insincere ‘and untruthful in his
pretence that'’ he was opposed to fraud and decep-

_tioii by 6ur criticism of his gratified and glad en-

dorsement of. Watkins and his pleading appeals on

“behalf of that dgcknowledged mediumistic fraud.

" This weeck yae will give an equally strong proof
of Col. .Bundy’s . dishonesty and insincerity in
screening a’ most unworthy medium.  We refer
our readers to the article headed “Mrs. A. H. Rob-
‘i'i)son',F’,in,vauoLber place in this nt mb.r.

- We, bave seen so much tergiversation and crook-
edness on’ the part of Col. Bundy, that we have al-
ruost despaired of seeing him take one step in the
di:rect_io'rivof truth.. R -

""Hear the  following and say, if you can, that the
‘man who wrote it 1s entitl d to belief. Col. Bun-
dy says: R -

T laWe were not of so sanguine a tempsrament ag
.to connect ourselves with journalistic Spiritnalism
in the bope of making it so profitable as other and
easier vucations which were open to our choice.

Indeed, we never éxpected to make it profitable in

the fair, firancial sense of the word. Circum-
stances, “wholly ‘'outside of any calculation of ocur
‘'own, brought about our assumption of the post we

océupy. . We do hope, howeser, to make our jour-
nal self-supporting to an extent that will justify us
in expending money freely to render it, both me-
chanically and intrinsically, worthy of the great
cause we are advocating.”

“1f that is true, what has become of that successful
‘and profitable business which Stevens S. Jones
built up and established, and to which Col. Bundy
succeeded, }'i'it,h a full knowlege of the profitable
nature of the business that went under his control ?
“Can it ‘be. posible that Col. Bundy deliberately
managed the Journal business so as to render it
1ot “profitable in the fair, financial sense of the
word 2”7 ° If he did so, why did hedo so? Let bim
rise and explain. We all know that, with no appa-
rent necessity for suth a movement, Col. Bundy
“bas made a disastrous reduction in the subscription
price of the Journal. This is a most singular way
“to make the Journal self-supporting to an extent
that will justify” him in expending money freely
to render. it,”’ &c., &c. Who bélieves that - Col.
Bun'dy is' willing to spend money and devote his

‘time - to the propagation of Spiritualism without

any expectation of a “fair, financial” return to him
personally for his outlay and labor? We do not
-believe it, and we are surprised that Col. Buirdy
should be so foolish asto think anyone else would

"believe it.

- Col. Bundy follows up his canting programme
thus: o . .

. %Now, then, is the timea for all earnest Spiritual;
ists, all sincere truth seekers, to lend their support;
to second our efforts in behalfof a Spiritualism that

shall not be a scoff and an offense in the eyes of
‘those who get their impressions of it from the mer-

cenaries and charlatans who infest our camp, and.

would make the genuine and honest mediam share
the discredit which they provoke.”

E There, all' you earnest Spiritualists! bow can
you resist that’ appeal to rush to the support of

} Col.'Bundy and the Journal, who does the *horn-

blowing” of thé *mercenaries and charlatans who
infest our (the Journal's) camp, and would make
the genuine mediums share thé discredit which
they provoke.” - We frankly confess for one, and
at the risk of forfeiting the good opiniou of Brother
Bundy, that'we are not an earnest Spiritualist in
'Lbat direction. ) -

It is the persistent etforts of Col. Bundy, through’

the Journal, to-demonstrate Modern Spiritualism
to be odious in the sight ot reasonable persons, that
we geel it our ‘duty to stav his.  dishonest ' work

‘Were he not an avowed and blatant S_pirft.ua]ist., be

could do the cause no harm, and his “high Jenks”’
per]‘onna.nces would be unwoithy of notice. It is
as the successor .of 8. S. Jones, an bonest and sin-
cere Spiritualist, that his couduct becomes an
object of proper attention. - ’ : g
. But, Spiritualists, we ask you what you think of
this unfledged Spiritualist, if Spiritualist he is at
all, baving the assurance to claim that the Spirit-
ualism of the yast thirty-one years bas been justly
a scoff and an offense to those who got their im-
pressions of it from mercenaries and charlatans,
etr., etc. We know that r.o such nonsensical ‘im-
pres.ions prevailed, even among the avowed oppo-
nen 8 .of Spiritualism, unt'l Col. Bundy, in the
interest- of thcse opponernts of trut,f), made the
Journal the representative organ of those oppo-
pDents. ! _

Spiritualists, what do you think of the assurance
of Col. Bundy, when he says with an appearance
of sincerity :: o . .

«But we do claim that no journal, except our
own, is laboring to present spiritual- facts so that
{bey will carry the scientific weight to which they
are entitled, and command thé attention of all
serious unrrecccupied mind: that sincerely crave
the trypth. ™ . e s
" Why Col. Bundy should publsh such & self-evi-
dent falsehood is hard to understand. The grand
old Banner of Light, which has been in tlie fore-

S

front of Spiritualism more Lhau a score of years,-
has been devoted to the work which Col Bundy
claims to monopolize, and each number| of that
veteran. journal contains more solid, reliable and
profitable Spiritual information than can be found
in the Journal in a moiith. We do not hesitate to
‘claim the . same merit- for our publication. We
have been in the journalistic field pot more than
one-third the time that Col. Bundy has, yet we in-
vite a critical comparison of our journalistic ser-
vices to the cause of Spiritualism with those of
Col. Bundy. He may rest assured that editorial
bluster is but a sorry recommendation with sensible
people. Besides, it is in wretched laste and dis-
gustingly amusing.

«« Spiritual Religion.”

This is the designation. which Prof. J. R. Buch-
anan applies: to define the movement in which he
has embarked. . That movement is to fonhd a new
Christian charch.‘organization, as the. legitimate
outcome of Mbdern. Spiritualism, and of what he
termns the Science of .Anthropology, which means
an AﬁthropolquQ “the first system” of ‘which “was
discovered and taught” by Prof. Buchanan.

As will be'scen by the article, from the ' pen of
Prof. B. on anothér page. of this paper, that learned
Spiritualist, sneeringly ‘upbraids us for not baving
studied his dogmatical outgivings and laid them at
length before -‘our readers. We assure him that
our negleet to-notice his grand spiritual departure,
avose from no. lack of appx‘eciatibxl of the- distin-.
guished merits: of Prof. B., but solely because we
were not aware that. he -or any other reasonable
Spiritualist v_\'o_lfld seriously attémpt to drag that
grand. revelation of the -all-ruling Spirit, into the
-old ruts of C'I{liit(‘?li(lhif_l/," As soon as we becamne
aware «f such a purpose, on his part, we were not
slow in calling “upon.- himfor a eclear anl unques-
tionable explanation of his movement and the aims
and objects of it. ~ The result is the article ot Prof.
B., which we publish to-day. .

I: will be remembered. that in our issue of July
26th . we 'qlmt,ed__lh'e. following from the Religio-
Philosophical Journalz .

«We are sorry to find “such langnage as the fol-
lowing in an address by Dr. J. R. ‘Buchanan, de-
livered May 25th, 1879, at. Republican Hall, New
York: ‘I speak.of Jesus Christ as a present living
friend, in sympathy with whom, and in accordance
with whose wixhes, I am proceeding In the estad
lishment of :this-church, for :the renovation and
restoration of his religion.? - i

To the above we replied as follows:

«We bhave never s,e‘en:!:lie address above referred
to, and, therefore, do -not.know. how correc'ly Dr.
Buchanan'is therein reported: but if .that learned
and able Spiritualist used that language (which ad-
mits of but one interpretation), he wasj at the time
he uttered it, a victim of the deceiving arts of the
spirit = enemies of - himself, as well as the cause he
has so long .and -ably advocated. We trust Dr.
Buchanan will publish the facts'which he thinks
Jjustified him in using that language. If they are
good and ‘vilid, the world ought to be made ac-
quainted with them, and if there are no such facts,
the sooner they know that'the better. MIND AND
MATTER . is  at.your service, Doctor. Will you
favor us.and our readers with a reply.”

We were mistaken in saying we had not seen
Prof. Buchanan’s address, delivered on the 25th of
May, referred’"to” by . the Journal. Our mistake
arose from . the fact that this address, which Prof.
B. regards as so important, was not published nntil
the 5th of July, nearly six weeks after its delivery,
when it was first given”to the public through the
Banner “of Light. 'The address was a very long

TPTTUPTing more than seven columns of the.
Ban#her.  Although the  editor called ihe attention,
of his readers to that address, we did not find any-.
thing to especially arrest our attention in -the first
four or five columns of  it, and being pressed with
engagzements, laid it aside for future perusal. - Had
we the least intimation, in that portion of the ad- |
dress which we . perused, that it was to close with
the dogmatic propositions which followed, Dr. B.
may rest assured:- he would have heard from us on
the subject before now. B : :

‘We have read that address and find it to be a de-
liberately framed initial step to switch the car of
Spiritual Progress from, the track prepared for it by
the spirit world. " In.order that we shall not be re-
garded as misrepresenting - the position of Dr.
Buchanan we will here give it in his own words.
Hesays: ' - : s

“There are those who do not know the religion
of science and do riot feel within them the religion
of God fully developed, who seek religion through
Jesus Christ. . But, unfortundtely, they generally
seek it only by the Bible, and” they take the whole
of that boouk as divine, and add to it a mass of the-
ology from the dark ages which totally chauges its
character, rendering the God of Love and wisdom
a God of Hate and short-sighted folly. All these
absurdities I firmly reject as- contrary to the reli-
gion of Science, cont to the religion of God,
contrary to the religion df Christ.

«“When I speak of the religion of Christ, I mean
the living Christ in Heaven and not the dead Christ
of Theology, whose voice bas never been heard
since his crucifixion, and whose remains lie buried
under a mountain’of fiery and sulpbuarous theology.

. %S0 far as the religion of Jesus Christ has any
authority, power, or beauty, that power and beauty
belong to Jesus Christ personally, and cannot be
transferred to any tradition or to any documents
written by bis friends orstrangers, or their descend-
ants. which cannot be considered even as strictly
reliable testimony. T

¢Jesus Christ in person: is a higher authority
than any hearsay or tradition about himself, and
as a person he is the source of the purest and most
exalted ideas of religion. Ever since his ascension
he has been a presence and . an inspiration to his
sincere followers, but neither a presence nor an
inspiration to those who have lived in defiance of
+his laws in the pursuit of wealth aund power, in
persecation, in tyranny and in war. - .

«I speak of Jesus Christ~ as 'a’ present. . living
friend, in sympathy with whom, and in accordance
with whose wishes, I am proceeding in the estab-
lisbment of this church for the renovation and res-
toration of his religion..~ :

_«'Che religion of Jesus Christ is:that which he’|

in heaven approves, which corresponds with the re-
ligion of God, beipng iu fact - the religion of God
developed inbhim. - : .
. “The direct personal communion with Jesus
Christ is one of the highest pleasures of a religious
life. Itis true there are millions who take his
name in vain, wbo never come into communion
~with him, who belong to.the churches; but they
do not belong to the'true- Charch of  Christ, which
extends no further than ' his spiritual presence, but
“that presence extendsto -all -who live the nuselfish
life, and follow bim.” e

We have quoted enough of Dr. Buchapan's ad-
dress to show what it was in‘ended to establish, but
which it totally fails to accomplish.. It would be
hard to find, in the inculcations of any writer or
class of writers more unsupported dogmatism than
is crowded into those few paragraphs, on the sub-
ject of religion. S :

No pope, high priest or ~ecclesiastical . patriarch
‘ever enuuciated dogwatic . theology with greater
disregard of reason and p-opriety than dpes Prof.
Buchanan in laying the theological foundations of
his projected church. Like all religious zealots he
presumes to thiuk his ipge dizit is sufficient’ to
make his theories, suppositions and *imaginings
-answer the place of facts, in the attainment of as- |
senual truths. Here we have Dr.' Buchanan as-
serting with positive certainty that Jesus  Christ,
and bim crucified, is a living buman or God-spirit; ’
that his voice bas never bsen heard since his cruci- :
fixion; that ever Since his ascansion he has beena.
presence and an juspiration to his sincere follow-

ers; that he bas never been a presence .nor an ic- |

spiration to a‘py.ot\i'er class of humanity; that he

‘that which he approves in ‘heaven and not that

Prof. Buchanan has not dared to, state pablicly the

‘of a living

is.a living and sympathizing friend of Dr. Bu-
chanan's; that the latter is,proceeding to establish
a new Christian Church according to His (Christ’s)
wishes, (whether expressed -or implied we would
like to know) ; .that the religion of Jesus Christ.is

which the Bible says he taught on earth;and all
{his without Dr. Bachanan deigning to givé his
readers the first fact to - justify his - verbal -assump-
tions. ’ : e .
It was to try ?nd draw from R Buchanan the
facts which he supposes (no doubt) justify him in
setting himself up as the most recent exponent of
what Christianity is. We ask our readers to care-
fully examine Dr. Buchanan's answer to our pub-
lic question, and see, if they can, the "first fact
whilch he has assigned for his sweeping asserlions.
We have never made - Authropology an  especial .
study, but if the study of 1t is calculated to make
natural facts secoudary to the unsupported vagaries
of those who study it, then we, fur one, say a little
less Anthropology aud more cotimon sense. As

grounds of his strange assuwmptions, we are forced
to infer one of two things; either that he has no
grounds for them, or that he regards those grounds
as too preposterous to admit of their being stated.
That being the case it is strange that a mhn who
claims to be a.volary of "the science -of sciences,
Anthropology, angl, indeed, its q_iscover{ar and
teacher should assume a public position unsup-
ported by a single tact that lie dares to make public.

Dr. Buchanan claims that he knows the wishes
Jesus Christ, #whose residence is in
heaven; and declares that He is establishing a
church, in accordance with his wishes, “for the
renovation and restoration of his réligion.” . Again,
we ask you, Doctor, how you learned bis wishes.
Unless you can tell us this. and. show by compe-
tent testimony that what vou tell’ us- is true, you
have no right to complain if< we regard you as
laboring under a great delusion, and that you are
the victim of the deception of one or mo.e deluding
spirits who have paklmned themselves off upon you
as the mythical founder of the so-called Christian
religion.: Tell us, if you can, where you have seen, -
heard or spoken with any spirit purporting to have -

been Jesus Christ, and let your readers and hear- |

ers judge for themselves as to the genuineness of
this alleged Jesus Christ, in accordance with whose
wishes you say you are establishing his church. _
The facts are in order, first, your . inferences from
those facts will have value or no value according
to their proper: bearing. Give us your facts, Doc-
tor, or be ruled out of court for want of evidence to -
support your claim as the -chosen representative of
your mythical priuncipal. ]
Church building and establishing, as a ‘busiuess,
has beep rather overdone in’ the past, and we do
not think this a favorable time®o try and revive it;
especially do we think that it is not the time to
undertake to revive it in opposition to the Modern
Spiritual Movement, which, in all its relations, is

an emphatic protest against all the theological { R.-P. J.,

methods of the past. . .

What; Spiritualism needs miore than all else, at .
this time, is, that Spiritualists should not seek to
weigh it down by loadipg it with the vagaries of
individual minds, apd that its friends should seek

h of the Waverly Advocate; Mrs. Amelia Colby, of o
St. Louis, Mo. ; Rev. Joha Greenhow, editor of the

Hornellsville Tribune, Hornellsville, N. Y.; Mrs.

E. L. Watson, of .Titusville, Pa.; Miss Jenuy -
Rhind, test and symbolic m- dium and Lyman C.

‘Howe, Fradonia, N. Y., besides volunteer speak-

ing. Markham’s Quadrille Band .are . engaged for

Saturdays and Sundays. - - . T

* The order of exercises will be announced in ad-

vance. Pussengers on the . Lake Shore and Erie

‘Railroads change to the D. & A. V. R. R.at Dun-

kirk; on the Philadelphia and Erie, at Warren,

Pa.; on the Atlantic and Great ‘Western change at

D. & A. V: Junction, four miles east of James-
town, N.. Y., and take the D. & A. V. R. . R.to
-Lilly Dale, ove mile north of Cassadaga, where a
good time awaits you. -

e~

KIND WORDS.

Prof. J. Lampier, M D., Eddyville, lowa, writes :
«QOur Father in Heaven bless ad aid you i MIND
AND MATTER.” . ot

N. Craig, Boiston, Mass., writes: ¢« 1 have, re—
ceived a copy of your pap:r—MIND AND MATTE®R-
—and like it very much, * * * Hope it will’
do much good.” : '

D#. J. C. Phillips, Owro, Wis., writes: “Allow
me to bid yon God speed in. your noble work ot
sustaining and uplholding true mediums. Your
paper is just what is needed at the present time.”

W. K. Cowing, Lisbon Falls, Maine, writes:-
«Believing that spirit and matter existed from the
begiuning, I send you one year's subscription to-
tv‘vnrds’keeping Mixp AXD MATTER In its present
or1m.’ .

. James Cooper, M. D., Bellefontaine, O., writes :
«You will have some accessions to your subscrip-
tion list from this quarter, for you are making a
bold fight and a biave one for our cause. Xou
have my very best wishes for success.”

Mrs. William Rose, Louisville, Ky., writes : - «I{
am very much pleased with MiND AND MATTER..
I think you are the one to defend mediums against
their persecutors. When will Spiritualists learn to
live their belief- aud stop inbarmony and petly
Jealousies.” -

Harriet” B. Clifford, 116 West Newton street,
Boston, Mass., writes : <[ suppose'now I am enti-
t tled to the pictures of ¢Billy the Bootblack.” & hope
you will send the large size, as I wisl to frame
them.. I shall continue the paper, as I'look forwasd
anxiously ‘- every week for .it, and. should miss in

from my table. Xt-is spiritual food.”

«A friend* New York city writes ::—“Your Jlast.
issue (12th inst.) is the best you have yet pubs
lished. = Your short but valuable experience andl
keen percepbign of things spiritwal, give you a de-
-cided advauntage over older competitors, who hawa:
lately appeared not to learn mucltr and to bhave .for--
gotten a good deal of Spiritualism. ¥our puaper
must succeed.” ; -

N. N. Whitaker, of Fredonis, N~ Y., writes = I
send eaclosed $2.15 for MIND AND MATTER fOor
another year. * * Many are anxious to see hbow
*Billy’ looks in his spirit dress. If you could give
about two columus to the children, we believe it
‘would be a good educator for Lhiem; as soon us yown-
paper is received they must have it first and huut
fur their part.” )

Thos. Cook, of Reno, Kansas, writes: . *  * ¢«
too, have been au editor. Wuas once for a year
and a halt associated with Bro. S. S. Jones on the
and for years, with the aid of spirit
friends, published The Iingdom of Heaven. I re-
gard your paper as a necessity to defend the cause
of true Spiritualisin and its media, and truly hope-
it may prove a success.”

vo learn before they undertake to expound its ulti-
mate results. What, betwec'nv Andresw Jackson
Davis® ¢Superior condition,” Hudson Tutlile's
“#Ethics of Spiritualism,” and: Prof. J. R. Bu-
chanan’s ¢“Spiritual Religion,” the Spiritual Move-
ment is being so . weighted that it. will make but
a poor show in 1he race with its'well-trainéd theo-
logical compétitors. , Asone having a small interest
in Modern Spiritualism, we propose -to keep it out
of that kind of rivalry, and match it against time, .
on a course which is not goveruned by rules and
regulations that are intended to conceal ils won-
derful power and endurance. Reader, do you not
agree with us that these hobby riders had better
amuse themselves in a less injurious way ttan try-
ing, all at once, to mount the back of Spiritualism-
with their childish toys. Strong as S.iritualism is,
it may have its back strained by two much of that
kind of childish recklessness. The man has not
‘“turned up” yet who can safely be permitted to
ride and direct the Spiritual Movement, and we
advise these gushing aspirants for that honor to re-
strain their impatience yet a little while in their
desire for canonization as the fathers of Spiritual-
ism. When any one of them can make the first
spirit rap, or explain how it is made, to mortal
comprehension, may he “or she set himself or her-
:self up as having only the first degree of fitness to
lead the Spiritual movement. ' = SN
‘We ask this in the interest of harmony and suc-
cess, and shall~insist upon it until it is conceded.
The only leadership in Spiritualism which we will
recognize is that which comes avouched by facts
that the common sense of mankind accepts as the
assurance of truth. Heretofure, such facts have
alone come from supermundane human intel}i-
gences, and to them aloue can we look for light
and guidance in spiritual things. Not to one spirit
intelligence alone belongs this mission, bat to all

"who can impart evidenee of the truths of the spirit-

life, from their individial experiences as spirits,
whether .learned or ignorant, high or low, good or
bad, wise or foolish. . The experiences of all are
necessary to a complete understatiding of what the
spirit-life is, and he or she who supposes that any-
thing short of this' will suffice, is sadly mis-
taken. Theré is not a spirit in the world of spirits
who cannot teach the best informed of 'earth's in-.
babitants some lessons of value, if they are not tao
egotastical; toprofit. by them. When Spiritualists,
generally, come to recognize' this important fact,
and welcome the return of all spirits, the’ work of
buman regeneration, which Spiritualism has come
toaccomplish,,will . have been begun. --That re-
generation must be brought about in spirit-life be-
foie it can progress to a successful restilt on’ the
earth. .This has beeu made more and more appar-
ent ever since the phenomena of Modern Spiritual-.
ism have Been going on. - Why not heed and profit
by ‘that lesson, instead of striving to ignore it, as

_many promirent and ‘infliential Spiritualists are

seeking to do. Sl
We will have more to say on this subject here-
after; for the present we must rest.

Spiritual Camp Meeting in Western New
S York. -
- The annual camp meeting at - Lilly Dale, Cassa-
daga Lake, on the Dunkirk and Allegany Valley
Railroad, ten miles. south. from Dunkirk, N. Y.,

- commences its work, ‘Thursday, August 14 and

closes August 31, 1879. Excursion rates on .all
passenger trains. on ‘the D. & A.V. R.T. are
promised. ‘Neaily all passenger trains will stop at
Lilly Dale, jast opposite the camp grounds. ‘When"
trains . rs late they.dv not agree  to stop there, but
all trains stop at. Cassadaga, one mile - from the
meeting. Pleasure boats are constantly running |
on the beéantifnl lake and the scenery is ' charming.
Several excellent mediums  for “tests and “various

‘phases of Spiritaal phenomena, are engaged. - Music

sud innocent and healthfal recreation:-will :form
an essential part of the execises. .. Tke speake s:
engazed are Geo. W. Taylor, of . Lawton: Station,
Erie county, N. Y., whowill preside:ac::the ineet.

ings during the term: = This.is an ¥mwportant .fact, j
as the 1hrusands who know him :in- that ‘capacity.
will testify." Judge McCarmie, of ;Franklin;’

Hon. Q. H, i nney, OfWa,ve‘r]y,.N Y

much admire your paper, it is capital, is so much
needed, comes in in the right place as a defender
and exponent of truth—the medium’s strong de-
fence.  God bless you and Heaven proteet its life,
as a much needed instrument to batter down the
strong fortresses of the enemies of truth and rigin-
eousness. - * _*. * . DBe assured of iy heartfuit
prayers for your success. ;
you for your fearless championship of the dear de-
spised mediums.”’

Jacob W.Snyder, Spanish Rauche, Plumas county,
California, writes: [ like MIND AND MATFER
better than any of the Spiritnil papers [ have read,

you take in defence of all honest mediums. I
think-that this +‘testing business’’ has been and is
now more of a disgrace to Spiritualism than all the
frauds which really have been proven frauds.
Spiritualists who go to mediums for “tests,” instead®*
of looking for truth and facts, are continually on
the lookout for fraud and tricks, and I think the
spirit-world allows them to receive just what they-
desire—frand.” o

. John Cleminson, of El Monte, Los Angelos Co.,,
Cal:, writes: “A few days ago I was présented, by
a friend, a sample of your paper—MIND AND MAT-
TER.
and concluded to send my - subscription for one
year.

the last 25 of which [ have been a Spiritualist. &
bave read many books on the subjecr, am familiar
with the Banner of Light and R. P. Journal. X
like yourindependence and defence of mediums very
much. Let the subscription commence with the

1st of July number, if convenient.”

Will C. Hodge, Darien, Wisconsin, writes: “For

most formidable foe that the new dispensation had
to contend with, and this has been my éandid con-
viction for more than a year past. Have recently
perused a few numbers of, your MIND AND MAT-
TER, kindly loaned by Wella Anderson, the spirit
artist. " I firmly believe you have been commis-
sioned by the h gher powers to wage battle in be-
half of those persecuted sensitives called mediums.
I also firmly believe that Spiritualism is'a some-
what “bigger man” than John C. Buudy. 1 hope
you may be spared to fight the good fight until the.
opposition cry enough. Enclosed please find $2.15,
for which you will please send your paper. to the
above address. for one year; also, the two pictures
of Billy, the bootblack. :

Mrs. C. L. Orr, of Orrville, Alal, forwarding sub-
scription, writes: “Your paper surprises me great-
ly,. fprv over twenty years 1 have heard very little of
_prr;tualism and never saw a paper published in -its
iuterest before. In 1853 I was living in Bellevue,
La., there was great excitement there on the sub-
ject. 1 saw enough to convince me of the truth of
spirit feturan. * ‘* ' *  Were it in my power X
would surely come to Philadelphia to see for my-
self those -who bave gone to the spirit world.
Twenty-two years ago,through the influence of J udge

any one in the State caught trying to bave commu-

nication with the spirit. world; the fine was so

great it stopped it etfectually.. The judge has been

"an inbabitant of that world a good many years, and

has doubtless seen his error. *. * '* May yon be

l;e)p:c}; by noble spirits- to carry ¢n your glorious
rork. ‘

¢“My paper has for eight weeks past been directed
to me (O. N. Bancroft, care W. J. Fisher, Esq ,
Eastport,"Me.). L am .soon to leave here for
Massachusetts, and ask'as a favor that you change
my address once more, this time to O. N. Ban-..
croft, Lake Pleasant Camp -Meeting, Mon e,
Mass., until further notice, and it will much. oblige
me.

is nearly unknown, except what the:

learped of it through myself and wife ‘a‘:‘i)l:)l:e lllgx::
Ormsby, wbo was here on a professional visit some
two years ago, and two others, who were healers,:
some years before. The peopie are mostly igno-
rant -of -all spiritual truth, except the ‘cheap and
useless  article peddled -by the Baptist preachers
here,.consequently this  has been no ‘place.to pro-
cure su ibers for the most ' fearless- Spiritual
-paper in the woild—MIND AND MATTER. But I
hope, when 1 get to the Lake, to be able to get you'
a few- new subscribers, for I know all will like it
when they see it and read it. . Wifo and I have

-y ‘l?l give one "°t‘:3 two. m°l'i6 s00D, besides a con-

siderable amouni of private instruction

:ltx.e friengs whpx;l we .have visited in families
re:loyed ones bave controlled my wife, n

53 thomaelves 10 (bs dear ‘anes Sl fare: th oun

cases to their entire patisfiction. ‘I'think we. are

H
N

Elmina H. Rice, of Concord, N. kL., writes: «1

Apain I say, God tileas ~

and I honor you with all my heart for the stand -

I was very much pleased with - its contents, - '

You will please find enclosed a  postoffice |
order for $2.15.. I am an old man, in niy Slst year,

one, I have regarded ‘the R.-P. Journal as the -

icd

o

Clitherel, a law was passed to fine and imprison -

s - . . . o
Oo N- Bdncroft, (;'rand Ma,nau, N. .B.’ writes :

Where I am at the presert . time Spiritualism -

given a few ‘lectures: bere to full houses, and pro-

» when many of "

plauting ‘wuch ' seed  that'will, in the not dist o '
-fupure, bear fruit that nay be felt and s een‘“fz: L
s ‘-a]ix ‘?"?,m!’r many are more:liberal than a few weeks . -~ -
since . . = S AW weeks .

. "}

1
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NA1URL'S TABERNACLE.
BY T. P. NORTON."

Dediccted (0 the Neshaminy Grove Cawip Meeting. .

. Elere 'nesth this maple’s silv'ry folds,
- In swect re pose I fain would rest; -~ |
Where Nature her puore service holds, .
With hymns f ) 1atse. and gail) moulds
The 131¢h ac.ornments of each guest

The air with love vibrates the string’;
Rerponsive 10 each raptured roul;

While every fnsect on the wing, -

‘With every bright creatéd thing,
Acknowlerdges the sweet contiol. |

Her choristers fn kay attire R
Flcod o'cr 1he brigl teelestisl arch

With tongs of worship's pure desire; -

Wiiile carth’ minjostl. choids trépire . .

Creutlon’™s grat d friun-} Ll maaceh,

The rippling b 0oks. with P- nm?icl_'. S
A duduw)y zey hid et rougl. the trees, .

Rl the vy 1 x'snapicrpell

O'tr diowery Hrterers n thic detl, L
Wil bepnc dictions oncach breeze. '

>

v

Her mit.isters emobed In Nght ; ;
[Proclaiming from her Sinat; ..~ B
Im thunder tones of marchless might,-
Reveal to man’s bew\mered sight’
The law of righteous liberiy. T

. The moon a1 d stare take up thetale; =~
The evenirg service of the soul, :
Shcdding bright truths o'er bill and dale,
TiH morn g Light shuil g11d theveil”

Where suns and sister plancts roll.

. No.Sundays mark the great unrest; ¢

- ) 1h’ eternal waorrhip at her slirine;

o wallings of the poor unblest, . - .. .- & .~

Where ¢ach receives his Y | behest, - ¥
And every pleasure is divine, :

No huaman-rites need consecrate
: ‘W here all 1s truly hallowed ground, v
v No sects may learn 10 fear aud hate; S
Nor demagogue-may ,u’n'do;r_ame, B -
‘Where all is orthodox, and sound.

No sacrifice to, vengeful power | o
. May change a loving, wise decree;
‘ Impartial as the sun and shower,
His gifis descending every bour, -
Attest bis goodness full aud free.

*Tis here abide the peaceful Dove, s
1n tokeén of his watchful care;’ | o
While Wisdom, Justice, Truth and Love
Are ever guarding from above, .
These portals; ever bright and fair. .

»Pis here In truth the tutored mind -~
May worship where the angels trod, -
: And here, to superstition blind,
- ‘ I read the author's rule to find’ o
The necarest, surest path ;9 God, -

TENTING ON THE NEW CAMP GROUND.

’

BY T. B. TAYLOR, M. D}

Sor;gL dedicated to the \J\'esﬁqmihy Grote- Comp
" Meeting of Spiritualists. :

AIR:—TENTING ,0oN THE OLD CaAmP GROUND.

e We have left our homes in the city full,
With its toll. and dust and+strife, = -
To make our bomex in the leafy grove, .
And to seck a higher life. o
Many are the friends who are waiting to-day,
Bright from the s;ltrn realm, : )
To greet us here in our.tentsand groves,
N And with love our sculs o’erwhelm:

theorv on the other. That which is true never need
fear investigation. and bhard solid facts find their
chief duty in challenging serntiny.  Facts, howev-
er, sre not alwavs what snme people want, unless
thev bhe privileged to manufacture them for the oc-
ca<’on, aml use them to suit their purpaseas. :
Whar. for instance. wonld a castiron theologian,
as such, want with the answer from a spirit. that
there was no such place as his hell, and no “white
thrane” with Christ sitting ‘thereon, as the final
judee of mankind, ar. that since none die, there
need be no1esurection of the dead? As an ‘inde-
pendent. candid thirker—a teachable investigator—
such: facts of krowledge, or obhservations through
experience, wou'd have a- value ; but 1o a mind

| foreeloged 10 all outside of a piven creed, thev
1'weuld Le, for the time at least, but wasted ef-:
forts. o S R

- We are told by the opponents of the spiritual
doctrine, tha! we have goutradictory views from the
spirits and among ourselves. - . PR
That is_true. But why that should bear against
the truth of Spiritnalisin, while the equally conrra-
dictory views among Christians would - he consid-
ered no proeofagainst Christianity. is “one of those
thires ria fellow can find,out,” unless the fire shall

e al it T . oo

P ia it vot amusing, -as well as instructing. to
take @ rosition fror: which we can survey and in-
speet - the 1aaterind breneht into the spirifual field
by itz volavies alone, ar d which’ m}isl 20 into the
mill, and fi.allyinto the fire ? - - : R

But. beside, ant of this it js. moreover, that our
opporewte Joad “theirartillerv. for the mosf part,’in
the discharge of » hich, even:if they do not hurt us, -
thev-n+ke a huge smoke. R '

"we have free-lovers who are Spiritualists. and pub-
Hely proclaim themselves.so. Indesd we have al-
L' most as many among ns as. our Christian “biethren
have smong themselves. .. Then we have spiritual
“eura alls, w hich,” ofttimes, cure nothing but_ the
erednlity’ of .the wser: Moral’ paraceas-—s es’
for every sin. And among.the puny things brought
to the spiritual laboratory are exploaded “corner-
stones” as the hasis of  Spiritiralism. forgefting that
no. man~—~Christ or any other one—can be a basis.
for a great universal system of spiritual phitosophy.
Systems rest on the. efernal verily of things. and
not on men. at all. “Corner-stones,” like Christ,
‘Mahomet, Calvin,: and Joe Smith. answer in cer-
tain bulldings of human Jdesign and construction:
“but. only. the eternal laws of God lie at the root of
a philosophy  that. knows no sect or clime, no par-

| ticular age or'nation, such as the spiritual philoso-

phy is and.must ever-be. g : R .
. ‘Then we have long lectures on science, with no |
science in them, not even up to average knowlédse.
‘on-the sutjects treated, or attempted to be treated.
and students of nature, who are up to the present
state of development in these branches, put their
fineérs ‘aside of their noses and make significant
winks at us. S RO i
" Besides these, we are often.treated to discursive
generalizations on special topics, in which you may
not find ane point svflficiently tangible to get hold
-of. We bhave, of course, along with this much that .
is indaluable, nayv, worth all the world, if it conld
not.have been otherwise ohtained ; but all tumbled

1.into the library and . archives of the school-—an

enormoens chowder, which only the refining fire can:
deal with. . : » P
Thern we have our own' controversies. I have
known ~ Spiritualists who for a .long time denied
that spirits ever displayed physical. phenomena,
while' these persons would give excessive credence
to anvthing spoken under:closed eyes. - Some also,
who ‘declared that spirits could do nething that.a
human heing.could not.do, in the way of pbysical
manifestations. - . T ’ .
There were hosts who for yvears denied the fact of
materialized forms, and. some who do sv ‘still ; and
the thoroughly attested fact of the passage of matter-
through matter is both affirmed and doubted. '
But the chief point uppermost at the present. time
seems to be as to'the kind of vouchers we shall have
as to- the gennineness of the manifestations, or.
whether we shall ‘have any or not. Whether we
shall protect ourselves against prowling impostors to
‘the detrimient - of -honest mediunms, or whether: we
‘shall ask reasquable test conditions, even though
they-mav imply a doubt of honesty. - S
“This controversy is waxing .somewhat- hot; and.
the Jines are separating, and- like all such coutro-

Chorus— A& weé’'re tenting to—nighi_:te_nthvz to-night,
Tenting on the rcw camp ground.. A
Calling us away ! Calling us away M
Culling to the betterland! -

But we'll HOOoRN strike tents and join yourhosts,
Out on the plaine of light, s

And there. amida thorse‘glorious scenes, .
We'll view your homes +0 bright.

Then come 1o us when the morning dawu,
Come in the evening hours,

And meel us a8 We rest Or rOaAmM,
We love your spirit powers. . ,

Chorus—A s we're tenting to-night—tenting to-night,

Our souls are weak, and our bodles frail,
Bat love our-hearts unite, o .o
S0 when we're weak ‘Lis then we're strong, . . .
! . ' Were strong in Truth’s own might. : .
' Then we'll press the ba'tle for:the truth,
i Though many foes arise, -
i *T111 on the » ount of God we stand,
! - And see hig glorids rize. i

Chorus- As we're tenting to-night—tenting to-night.

~

THE REFINING FIRE.

BY I. RHEN, M. D. -

FOR MIND AND MATTER. Lo -
It is part of the Divine Order, that ere the final
outcoms be reached, things and  principles must
. the ordeal  of a mest unreleuting. criticism
and adjudication. In this mill, which. as the first
step of the process of analysis, grinds things to
powder. both the good and the ill have to pass—
. that which is true as well as that which'is: false.
' The hopper is: filled by enemies as well as by
. friends, aud the irresistable power of .eternal laws
. turns the wheels. That power knows only the duty
- of work, and this duty it performs with most grim
- and exquisite satisfuction.. . Then comes the mixing
: with the fluxes, and finally, the whole packed into
co ' . the .crucible, to be sufjected to the fierce heat of
- . the furnace for the final redustion. :
: But every operation is not complete. Sowmetimes
many are needed ere the work BE well done. Some-
times the mixtures chill on our hands, and we have
: -. . maore labor than ai the beginning. =~ Possibly the
fire is not hot enough, or is not loug enough con-
tinued, and the w o1k wust be repeated. OQur ig-
. norance may be chaigeable with the causes of fail-
R . qre, or some envious or malignant busy-body tam-
A . per with'the fires. But from whatever cause the
, failure results; the work must be repeated. The
S omnipotent-decree of Fate has so ordained it, and
S ‘to that decree we must submit, whether it suits us
or not. ’ R ) o i
However we may be disposed to grumble at the.
order of things, we shall not fail to see, if we look
long enough and thoroughly enough, that it is a
most fortunate circumstance that such is the pro-
cess. By this law do we know of a surety that we
: . bave but to work and to wait; especially to woik,
~ since wait we must; and inidue time the just and
true will assert their right:of ' place in the order of
time and forever remain there. No fiery furnace
T is hot enough to eliminate these or dim their lusire
Loy o : in the final trial. e ,
L Tbe spiritual movement, in its modern aspect,
T " bas been and is getting a little of this rough band-
B E ) ling ; as by some it is regarded.’ ;Viewiprg the mat-
o T ter as a whole, we know that it will du it good,
though individuals'often take a very absurd share
of the work. : R . :
. _Sometime we see tbem carrying wet wood to
*- .ynake the fire burn ; while others pour coal 0il on
‘the fire, and 50 burn themselves. ~Some who think
they  are certainly going to’ explode the whole
movement, end by exploding their owa theories.
While others love tbe dear revelation so much that
. everything bearing the table of “spiritual’ is agen-
2 . uine article for the ‘“healing of the nations,” Lo be
Fooo- , carefully packed away and sprinkled with holy
g v water. - ) : .
SO . " ‘1ndeed, it would not be out of the way to say
. - that it is ratber probable that all of us have had,
E R - and possibly still bave, some weak spots answering

i " to a pbase of these extremes. .
: : . I am, bowever, clearly of .the opinion that, what-
ever the abstacles have been, or are, that tend most

to hinder tbe spiritual movement, if_it. is: hindered

at ali unduly, have arisen mainly from .its friends.

As for the opposiliori, whither proféesedly seientific

. ‘or t&beolugi&l, it is ] -

: S much o retard ji. _ Assaults from thise sources are,.

- - as harmless ag pith-balls abotat the moon, and tend

‘-ané to be bound ourselves as well.

poreriessio endauger- or -even |

versies. they tend to’ ridiculous  extremes. . What,
for instancr, can be more absurd. than - the "ground
taker . hy our good' brother  Hxzard, that no est
condilions should be permiftted by mediums?  Or
the equally absurd demands of some pretended
acfentitic ingquirers. who insist on their gion condi-
tions alone. 'aving no regard to what the law of
the manifestations may make imperative? =~

I am far fiom believing that there. .is anything
like the extent of fraud practiced that some would
have up believe, still there 's no doubt of - fraud in
some instances. as myv own shservations assure me,
and [ know of but. few crimes which deserve the
detestation of, fraudulent spiritual exhibitions, To
trifle thns with the most sacred affections of our:
nature, is abominable to the last degree, and_I, for
one. can have no confidence in. any one thus - de-
tected, whatever may: thereafter come through
them. . A mere suspician of fraud is not' enough,
however, to maké out a case of this kind., 1 have
good evidence of having been played npon, by spir-:
its as well as by mediums, and in aiddition to this

1" we know that suseeptible persons, as m—diaws are; .

do not alwasvs know the source of theirimpressions,
and.may give us back the counteuts of our own
minds quite unwittingly.. . . Ce ol
‘With physical manifestations  the case is. differ-
ent. Here we have a right to reasopable security
‘No- one-side
.arrangement can be justified, where, as we know,.
there are so.many unscrupulous investigators, an
~who dn any dirty work to make out a case against. -
the medium., Let wy, therefore, have. security all
.around. . With 'this, any well meaning medium”
ought, and would be sausfied, no doubt, and to this

it must come at jast. : ] ol

. In the best day~ of 'my spiritual ~experience, be-
fore m~diumship had got to be a matter of trade,
"and whén maminon -was not the - gate-keeper, we'
could sit in our’little group of friends aud fiud the
atmeosphere of  truth and sincerity. - Then it was
that we felt the heavens close: to us, and . its out-
pourings made . our " Souls rejoice, indeed. ' But,
alas! those days are. no more. To. be charged five
ot ten dollars for a sitting as' I bave been, has so

miuch the ring of auctioneer to awaken that confi-’

dence and consolation so much needed and to be
desired. " - - o
A word more ere I close. The Spiritual Philoso-

pby is preeminently iconoclastic and revolution-
tionary, as well as critical.  'We do not spare criti-
cism i1n our dealiugs with the theories and institu-
tivns of our time, and we in turn m-1st expect some
sbarp competition in this line.  All'we ‘can ask is,
that such opposition be fair “apd -just, and" to.de-
mand this we also must, in like manner, be fair and’
-just ourselves. On such even terms we have nought
to fear: -
Now, let this, with the rest, go into, the. refining
fire, aud if it is burnt up, that fact will be the best’
proof that it ought to be. - R

* S . Tnxxrox; ')T". J., June 14, 18')9_.:_
Editor of Mind and Matter. s

DeAr Sir:—On June 4, Mrs: Katie Robinson,
of your city, so well known as a trance speaker
and fearless defender of the  spiritual fruth, offici-
‘ated at the funeral of Mrs. E. Thomas, of this
place. The congregation of the First Universalist
. Church cheerfully tendered the use of their hall for
the: solemn occasion, which was well  filled with
people of every creed. Mrs. Robinson’s sermmon
was full of beauty.and tender feeling, and con-
trolled the attention of all  from beginning to end.
Amongtho listeners were several prominent “lights™
of some of our churcbes, who afterward admitied
that the discourse was one of . the most beautifid
‘they bhad ever heard. - .

This was not the first time that Mrs. Robinson
delivered a fuperal oration in this city. About
four years ago sbe officiated at the funeral. of the
wife of the writer, and an account of her discourse
on tbat occasion, full of beauty as” it was, was
transmitted to the Banner of Light, at Boston ;
and althongh having been a regular subscriber to
tbhe paper, for ten years previous, that generous (?)
and accom ing(?) journal declinred 1o even
notice the article. . Pecuniary considerations might
have in.fluenced the -editors in thbe miafter; if sa, a
.simple notice from them 1o thaf effect wax as little
as could be expected. el e il
Our spiritual circle here is as yet comparatively:
small, but ir gradually and surely increasing; and

speakers 33 Mrs. Robinson, the glorious truth must.
eventually me fully known. - - -~ - - -
. Trusting you| will fiud space for the above, ini the
eolumans of yo o

XYours, traly, " -

. -:  either- 1o show-their. vwn - infirmities “on the one’]
~* baod,  or 1o vindicate the trush of the spiritual 1

A SUBSCRIBER,

", We. are. charged with beinz free-lovers. Well, |-

with the eloquent and ‘powerful teachings of “such- “fhakibg Aoy gred

| tion as-our lives are-exalted, and:that- the mest ex-
] ; cangci irits our.
Fpssae oanm oo | st 200, snle sprit may basae oo grsist

SPIRITUAL RELIGION.

BY PROF. JOS. RODES BUCHANAN.

Editor Mind and Matter.

It has properly been said that Spiritustism is not
a religion, for Spiritualism in a scientific sense is
pneumstology. But as this is the highest depart-
ment of seienca. and gives us the onlyv know'edge
‘science affards of am religions relatiuns, and .con-
sequently of onr religions duties. it is naturally ex-
rected that all wha cultivate Spiritualism  should
atfain wiser coneeptions of the npper world and of, !
man’s relations to (3od and eternity. .

On the other hand as Spiritualism attrdcts only
those who possess curiosity and a spirit of ‘free ir.-
vestigation. it is_ a natural consequence “that it |
hrings together many in whom skepticism as to re-
ligion is verv active. and many whose free investi-
gations have made them aware of the falsities of
the fashin: able Christian theolegv, and of the total
unfitness of the chireh ta guide or cantrol- thé hu-
man mind. Tr addition ta thiz thev ohsérve the
tendei:ev of chureh  arearvizations, heretofore™ta
check all investigation -and ta encourage higotrv.
ard persecntion

" Herca grizes very naturallv and
properiv a feeling of jealousy acainst al' church
‘organizatinns as danverons to liherte and truth.
These feeiings nf skepticism and, what might be .
called. come outerism. are not confined to eccen:-
ctric and -auntagconistic perple. but prevail exten-:
sivelv'among the best aud most hopeful classes of
intelligent society. . . :
~And. vet with all this skepticism and wavward-
ness. there is a conviction that man has:a religious

co-operate in the dnties of religinnsit they conld ba
cleariw Hefined. and if thev conld he performedina
saticfaétory manner, withont falling into the ruts
of the old thedlogy, or doing anythihg contrary to
reazon. :
Sniritria’i s actablishes so cledgly the truth of
‘God, Aa v arvd Immortality. and pours out such
a wealth ¢f ‘eving religions admenition ' from our
.ascended friends, and from the wisest and best of.
ancient times. that Spiritnalista. unless thev be-
‘long to the most selfish and worldly classes of so-
cietv.smust, as a mats. be in a state of progress

. Such is the state of things at present. and in pro-
pertion as men of sfrong moral and religiong sen-’
timents contemplate the truths of Spiritualism,

mental principles, and attracted to combine for re-
Jigions purposes.  But there will be a wide differ-
ence between their co-operation for religious pur-
poses, atnd the co-operation which has.-heretnfore,
obtained in churches, the whole object of which’
‘was to conquer, mankind by craft or by force, and
make them the slaves of ereeds and hierarchies.
The glorions suggestion of St. Paul that where
the spirit of God is, there is liberty. has been trem-
.pled under foot by almost everv church that has
been organized for eighteen centuries, - -

-~ -The. religion which Jesus Christ taught. in his
life. which he has been teaching or inspiring from
‘the spirit-world ever since his death, and which has’

‘heen and is tanght bv all  other gieat and good he-’
ings in the .spirit-world which is. in fact to-day
pouring forth from the mouths of all mediums,
throngh whom good spirits speak, is not the religion
which has sustained hierarchies, carried on perse-
cutinvs, identified itself with despotism. and devas-
tated the world by war—the religion of the church, '
which has sometimes heen called Churchianity in
opposition-to Clristianity. .
". One'is the religion of love and tolerance. or free-.
dom—the other is'the religion of dogmatism and
despotism, which in its worst forms becorges a re-
ligion of hate and cruelty. Spiritualismm comes as.
a great illuminating power to destroy the old the--
‘clogy. and establish the relicion of love. It istime
that it should come, for it is far more true to-day
than when it was first announced by St Paul that,.
«The nicht is far spent, the day is at hand - let
us, therefore, cast off the works of darkuess, and;
let. us put.on the armor of light.” :

" The darkuess to be cast off to-day is that ¢ f the
Godless or unspiritual church, and the Godless or
unspiritual cullege; and the method of casting off
darkness and making trae progress
speaking, the.: same that was recommended by.
Paul. <

«Iet us therefore follow afier the things rwhich
make for peace, and things wherewith one may ed-
ify another.” . - o

- Instead of engaging in personal controversies and
satirical criticism, let us seek to know, for we may
improve the coundition of the world, and perform
the duties which the apostate church has neglected ;
and tet us first of all seck to refurm ocurselves before
we try to reform the world. Let us emulate the
.peace and love of heavenly life by comumupion
with all’ "heavenly influences. Let our seance:
rooms’ be consecrated. by sacred song aud prayer, -
“and devoted not to the culiivation of suspicion and.
distrust, or the amus~ment of skeptics, but to com-
muunion with the higzhest angelic' beiugs, whose
.presence can be obrained. and the establisbuneunt of
fiiend]y relations amoug Spiritualists.

" To direct our efforts wisely for ocur own and oth-
ers’ ‘improveinent, and to harmonize all in the new.
religion of science and love, whica is 10 supersede
superstitution and tyrauny, it is necessary to under-
staud well the religious coustitution of man and the
duties imposed by the Divine law as stamped on
our Coustitution. These duaties have been pro-

1 claimed by inspired teachers in former tiwmes, aud

by . none so grandly and profoundly as by Jesus
Christ ; aud they are still more fully developed by
l.a thorongh knowledge of the constitution of man,
‘on which all divine laws are'plainly inscrived. As
the discoverer and teacher of the first system of
Anthropology, which has been brought into. the
world, I have bee® anxious to make kuown to my
spiritual frieuds the identity betwen the religion
which belongs to the Divine constitution of man,
interpreted by science, and the equally rational and
true  religion which cowmes fro u the-spirit world,.
and which, when it made its first great adveut by
Jesus and his Apostles, was so far above the animal
nature of man that it was speedily lost in the sel-.
fishness, animality and Paganism ‘of antiquity.
Buried as it was then, it is now to be revived and
improved by spirit power and by science.

" "To this work I bave given my attention in recent
lectures, but I regret that our spiritual newspapers
are not yet sufliciently impressed with the impor-
tance of the. rehigious progress of man. The editor
of MIND AX» MATTER confesses that he did not
eveu read’ by published lecture on the ““Four As-
pects of Relizion,” and 1 beliéve be did not hear
my -lectures on the ‘‘Religion of Spiritualism,” at
the Nesbaminy Camp-meeting, nor has he given
any statement of the views  presented, which were

! ed by many as highly imnportant; nor could
I find him by spending an hour at his office in
Philadelphia. But on the other hand be is very
prompt to state that I have been deceived by false
_spirits, becduse I assume that my religious views
and action are in harmouny with the sentiments and
wishes of Jesus Christ. _

1t is altogether too amusing for serious discussion
‘that an editor in Philadelphia, whom I have never
met., should claim - to know the character of my
most private investigations and intercourse - with
spirits, and to know more about it than I know my-
self. I am not one of those who follow the id-
ance of others, whether in or out of the body; cer-
tainly Do one has ever suspected me of that weak-
ness.

And the guestion whether my work as a religious J
teacher corresponds with the wishes of Jesus Christ,
a very moderate-acquaintance with ‘the writings of
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and an equally
moderate acquaintance with my  lectures would

| satisfy any one that it does, whether he judges of

the wishes of Jesus by his recorded ‘utterauces, or
by his character as a spirit. - o
‘If there are any Spiritaalists who have advanced
no fartber than to suppose that a communication
with John Smith and Sally Jones, who have re-.
cently died, is the highest spiritual experience, and
that spirits of the highest religious rank-—a Socra-.
tes, Jesus, Oberlin, Luther, Joan of _Arc, and
George Fox—are beyond our reach, or incapable of
giving us wise instruction and inspiring us to a
higher life, they are opnly in the infant school of-
spirftual science ; and, in fact, thisis true of a larze
nonmber.of those who are called Spiritualists. -Dur-
ing the first 1wenty, or twenty-five years of my cul-
tivation of psychic science, they were in spiritual
-ignorance and skepticism.~ Since their recent coud-
version, during the last ten or fifteen years, most of -
them have been restrained by . skepticism- from
progreas ; bul all are destined w
s spirit ‘'world is-oir teachér in propor-

léarn that t
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nature. and religinns duties. and that men-ought to |

toward purer and more religious views of life. .k

thev will find thamselves- agreeing in their fanda-|.

is, ethically*]

against the; ci

people _joina; - a:petition for Mr. Benuetts par--
'don. . Yet -they %M:m Havor the law:-T gup::—
;funcep»pwmleag unjast - ns'ot

The Ancient Band. ™ - .

. CoruMBIA, Cal., July 21, 1879.
Bro. ROBERTS i— ~ . »

Gladly would T accept your - invitation to give-a
fuller account of mv experiences as the “Earth-
‘Chief of the Ancient Baud.” if I thought.such ex-
periences would be ¢‘as instructive as they would be
interesting.” Dut who ever benefits by the experi-
encee of others 2  Each must go through ane of the
mills of the gods and - find out how it is for him or
herself. :

The intimation that T am oue of those mistaken
somls who ‘“conceive the idea that through them-
selves, especially, the work of progress was to he
carried through ;” or that “ambition has bheen the
rock on which I have wrecked mv hepes angd earthly
prospects.” is not’ applicable.  Yet, to make mv
position intelligible, would take more- time and
-space than the point involved is worth. Let it pass
with a simple disclaimer, - N

Whether this “ancient Band” is composed of
wise and powerful spirits, as is claimed by them-
selves, ‘and, “for. them. by their chasen mediums,
or whether thev are s‘deceiving-spirits’ who have,
as vair sav. made a «systematic attemnt to mislead .

“and injure fhnse who. are striving to find.and nm--

pagate nothing hat what is true,” is a prohlem
which [ invake all the aid in yonr power to salve.
- If thev are not-a Jesuitical band, ample appor-
tunity - will- he. given 1o them to rise and explain.
And now that mv esteemed friend, the hanest and
truthfu} Dr. Coaper, has come to the front in their
defenceé: (as it is highlv proper that their medium-
in-chief should dn), [ beg of him to give, at the
earliest. possible moment, the reasons far the failure
‘of the band “to furnish the material means to carrv
“out their avowed purposes—reasons for which fail-
ure.” he savs, “even. you wonld he satisfied with *’

When Dr. Cooper left Columhia, nearlv. four
‘wvéars ago. after a residence at the headquarters of’
.the band for about - three months at their biddine..
it was posgitively promised by the band that a full
and satisfactorv exp'anation of their utter fuilure—
then a patent fact—should be sent to me as soon as
their mediiims should have arrived at their Eastern
homes and becorne rested. .

It - was never done; nor, as I stated in mv letter
-to yvou of the 11th ult., in MIND AND MATTER of
the 5th inst.. «“Not a promise ever made, as. from
this Ancient Band, has ever received the slightest
fulfillment.” -’ - ' o

‘I propose to - apply to spirits the same code of
‘ethiecs, injudging them. that are applicable to mor-
-tals.. Indeed, one of this band plainly told ine,
four years agn, on making to me a specific promise
to do a specific thing, within a specified time, that
-if the proimmise was nat fulfilled “never to trust them
again.” I ought to have taken them at their word,
“hut their psychological conirol was then too strong
for me to break.. DBy this code, trerefore, in view
of hiindreds ot specific promises that' T am abls to
cite from the records in my possessioun, I can come
to no - other :conclusion than that I, with many
-others, have been . the victims of a stupendous fraud
—the moral of which is, »s stated in such vigorous
termas by Meander—<“believe nothing, agree with
‘nothing, contrary to national laws and your own
common sense.”’ ; .
. If our friend: Dr. Cooper can explain away all
this - “crookedness” of the Ancient Band, no one
will. ber more delighted than myself—for it is not
pleasant to believé we have been made such egre-
gions fools-of. . X

‘But the victims of spirit Jesuitism are nnmerous.
Here is a case which I am given the liberty to
-quote—a. private letter from one of the noblest and
“most . devoted womnen that ever poised a laice in
~defence of human- freedom: : -

R .- “RIVERSIDE, Cal., July 17, 1879.

“FRIERND WINCHESTER :—I have been reading-
your article in "MiIND AND MATTER, and feel
prompted to write to you; but firs. of all allow me
to say, that no one thing done with a generous me-
tive, no matter how mistaken the idea, is ever lost.
Whether the personages spoken of existed or not,
the words of Joseph to his brethren—¢Ye meant it
far evil, but -God meaut it for good”—havé the sig-
nificance of universal truth.

«Your experience reminds me of my own, only,
mine . came’ mostly through my own mediumship,’
and in opposition to mny own convictions of wis-
dom. A
" «For weeks and months I was tortured with the
Fpressure -upon  me to start a paper. Looking from
the ' external’ it seemad maduvess. .1 had nothing
and ivas $1200 in debt on a house that I had . just
purchased  with my littie savings, payiug in part,
with time for the rest. This influence pressed upon
me, argued with me night and day, wade me-an--
nounce it from. the platform when I had no inten-’
‘ticn of doing'so, and in one instance impelling me
to read a dircular in connection therewith, without
glasses, when at another time [ could not have
‘read a word of £hat kiud of print in that way. .

«“This -went - on till I thivk I should have gone
insane bhad I not vielded. But to show of whar
stubborn stuff. I was made, I swore an oath that if
they did not sustain me I would not live, but
would go on.the other side and “make it hot for
thewm. R : .

““Well, I-went to work, and jir a state of health
that I ought at_least half - of ihe time to have been
in bed. I succeeded in publishing forty-one num-
-bers of Qur Age and was obliged to stop. But did
L fulfill my promise - carry out the intent of my.
‘oath? That I am writing this shows that I did
not.. - .. .
“When I'had issned some twerty numbers I got
into: a pinch (as they say) and a woman—a poor
widow—put a mortgage on her little home and 1. t
me have three hundred dollars. I accepted it be-
causé I thought I 'was sure to have the means in a
few months to replace it. That pledged help never
came, and I felt that I must live in order to save
that woman’s home, otherwise I believe I should
have committed ;suicide, and thus have stood face
to face with those I felt had deceived me. That
may have been what they intended. --XIf so, higher
powers . prevented. That debt is paid ; but'to-day
I am almost a pauper. Al I had is gone, and by
the twist of - a mononpoly, the resplts of three years
of hard labor have been rendered worthless, and I
am broken -in spirit. -Yes, broken; and yet L am
.not. . ' ’

¢There is an interior strength that ooce brought
to .the - surface (as. it will yet be) will be more-
efféctive than any effort in the past has beén; and I
am not sure that 1 could not go through it all
again. “#*Yours, in sympathy, :

S “Lors WAISBROOKER.”

This communication, hardly touching upon a
subject of vast extent and almost infinite ramifica-
tions, by which deceiving spirits have snéceeded in
switching from the track™ a large number of us,
must suffice for an introduction to thg experiénces
you thought would be beneficial to others. A far-
ther chapter of these éxperiences will be given, if
necessary. FPerhaps a message from Loyola, re-
cejved by us in September, 1875. may be -of interest
hereafter, as showiug the slime of the footprints of
“Spirit Jesuitism.” Faithfully yours, ’

- e - J. WINCHESTER.

.

SAx BERNARDINO, Cal,,
: R July 24th, 1879.
EDITOR OF MIND AND MATTER. < .

You may. be glad to record tbe spiritnal outlook
of this remote corner of the Golden State. Wae are’
in the midst of summer, a season which is contin-
uous here, save .in winter there is more rain and

{ less beat. Our climate is delightful. * Our valley

is well watered. Its lap abounds with' artesian
streams, formed at from  twenty-five to three huo--
dred feet elevation...  Its climate is a-panacea for
pulmonary and bronchial ills; and its soil bounti-
fully responds to industry, with temperate, semi-
tropical and tropical vegitati fruits and grain.
Here the Indian corn, Irish ‘potato, wheat, apple,’
plum, pear, cherry, blackberry, apricot, pzach;
lime, lemon, orango, bannana, grow side by side.
It is the Eden of America. Onpée can make a home
_bere as beautiful as may be wished. L

In this.beantiful valley there exists an‘incorpo-
ration called. *“The Frat Society of- Spiriturlists of
San Bernardino.” Its own _an acre .of ground in
the village, on which is erected the finest «Gaspel -
mill”. in town, called “Liberal Hall.” E. D.’
Strong is president and L. Mecbam is secretary of
that society. In our ranks we have learned,jogical
and eloquent speakers, who, though. not in the ; lec:
ture fieid, give us an occasional lecture, and thus
we aid each other in_thé soul’s development. I,
have lectured in_ adjacent counties,- and . in our

school distriets, and everywhere 1 find 3.good honse

of Liberals and Spiritualists; and; I, belieyethroughz"

out the State the human mind is less; under _religi-

ous restraint in:the Pacific than ip the Atlantie'
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HE CHILDRENS' COLUNXN"
_«A KISS FOR A BLOW.’

[SELECTFD.]

5 @

.
What makes little children g0 happyv and zood,
And buanishes tempers both naughty and rude?
It ts the sweet maxim, we verv well know,
Of giving each other.** A Kkiss for a blow »

What is better by far than the whole code of laws?
It is the sweet practice we very well know,
Of always returning - A kiss for a biow.”

In each stage of life, e'en from infancy’'s ycars,

To manhiosd’s 1ast step inthis valley of tears

There s nauzht bt can yielld us such ptessure below,
Ax ever_returuing ‘A kiss ror a blow.”

Thaough men shonld condemn us and call ug but fools,
Yot <t1), wo mist love them '‘and pray for their souls;
Through the journey: of life let, us patienlly go,

Still ever returning - A kiss for a blow.”

Shoult any assail us in deed or in word, :
©Oh, then let us act like the meek patient Lord,
WwWho: e'sn in the depths of his bitterest woe. -
Reéturned in his anguish A kiss fqQr a blow.” -

5

7 THe Little Matck Girl.

? . .
° _ BY HAXNS CHRISTIAN ANDERSON.

It was terribly cold; it snéwed and was already
almost dark, and evening came- on, the last evening
of the Old Year. Iuthe cold and glovm a poor
little gi:l, bareheaded and barefoot, was walking
through the streets. \Wheu she had left the house
she had certainly had on slippers, but of what use
were they? They were big slippers, and her
mother had used them till then; so big were they,
the little maid lost them as'she slipped across the.
road, where two carriages were rattling by terribly
fast. ‘Que slipper was not  to be  found again, and
a boy liad seized. the other and run away with it-
He thouglit he could use ‘it as a cradle very well
some day:when he - had children of his own. So
now the poor girl went with -her naked littlefeet,
which were quite red and “blue'with the cold. In
an old apron sbe carried a number of matches, and
a bundle of them in her hand. No one had bought
anything of uer all day, and no one had given her
a farthing. . )

Shivering with cold and hunger she crept along,
a picture of miséry, poor little girl! The. snow-
flakes covered her long, fair bair, which . fell in
pretty curls over her neck; but she did not think
- of that now. -In all the windows lights were shin-
‘ing and there was a glorious smell of roast goose.
for it was New Years Eve. Yes, she thought of
that ! v o : . :

In a corner formed by two houses, one of wbhich
projected beyond the other, she sat down, cower-
ing. She had drawn up her little feat, but she wag
still cold, and she did not dare to go home, for she
“had sold no matches and did not bring a farthing
of money. From her father she would certainly
receive a beating, and besides, it was cold at howe
for they had nothing over them but a roof through
which the wind whistled, though the largest rents
had been stopped with straw and rags. L .

Her little hands were almost benumb®rd with the
cold. Ah! a match might do her good if she could
only draw one from the bundle,; aud rub it against
the wall-and swarwm her hauds at it.  She drew one
out. R-r-atch! bow it sputtered and burned? It
was a warm, bright flame, like a little caudle, when
‘she held her bhands over it; it was a wonderful 1it-
tle light. It really seemed to the'little girl as if
she sat before a great polished stove, with bright,.
brass feet aud a brass cover. How the fire burned !
how coinfortable it was! But the little flame went
out, the stove vanished, and she had only the re-,
mains of the burced match in her haud. .

A second was rubbed against a wall. - It burned
up, and when the light fell upon the wall it became
transparent like a veil, apd she could see through

.grees.. “A greﬁt. round, cat-like face. with, feathery .

ears standing three inches high; large, staring, yel-

| 1ow, mooney eyes, a body nearly a8 big asa tur-

key; and plumage mottled over with black, white
and orange, se-med in some degiee 10 answer
Bart’s descriptiony and proclaimed the bird.to be a .
great horped owl. ' A .

«The bright beams of the midddy sun campletely
blinded him. Helpless and. defenceless in. the
midst of his.foes, be shuflled about uneasily on his
perch, but made Tio vain attempts to resist. What
noisy triumph, what jo\ful chatterings, what indig-
pant screa - ~ came fiom his tormentors.

«Mindfu+ > . eak and 1alons, 1 sent Bart home
for a table-¢'. t. in which we easily enveloped his
owlship, and bure him off . in triumph, despite. his
struggles. )

" «Jt is scarcely needful to say I lost no more
chickens after this. °

w] at first intended to keep him alive, but he
proved so fierce that I found I could do nothing
better than to chloroform and stuff him, ant set
him up to repose, over the honkecase, in company
with a fishing-frog and a horse-shoe crab. 1 found
his length 1b he twenty-two inehea lone, his wing
fifteen and three-quarters.— Chatterbox for August.

On the Other Side of the Chinese Question.

I do not propose to euter at length, into a discus-
sion of the Chinese Question. There is much bit-
ter feeling expressed here against them. ‘T'he com-
plaint is that they work for a piltince. live cheap,
refuse Lo become citizens und take their money
back to China. Oceasionally one says they are
fiithy, diseased, and their ‘females courtesans. I
have been in and through their homes in: San
¥rancisco,.and I must say, in all candor, they.com-
pare favorably with the neatness and glganliness of
Auwericaus. Indeeil, 1 never visited a place’ so
densely populated with whites, so cleaunly kept.
Were they as filthy as some of our people would
have you believe, our cities would be depupulated
from disease and death. - . '

In New York, their hom ~s- have been inspected,
and The Tribune says of thewmn : «The Chinese have
taken possession of South Mott street. It is a
curious factthat, while the most debased among
‘the lrish wrmen of this quarter live with brutal

them live from tchoice with the Chinese, on Mott
street, who, it is said,-treat them kindly, do most
of the housework themselves and make provident
masters. Even basemeunt rooms inhabited by thém
-smell sweeter than the upper stories where Italiaiis
‘congregaté. In a Chinese restaurant across the
street four Chinamen were found at dinner. “The
neatness of the table and the appearance of the
viands would have done credit to a second-class .
| American restaurant ; at least the ware was appar- °
‘ently of choice patterns of porcelain, and the food
quails and rice,”” which accord with my observations
here. Ihave yet to see a filthy Chinese, It is said they -
are worked under a peonage contract. Wehave alaw
making such coutrac s void. Bat I do not think
that system prevails to any great extent. They
are temperate. I never saw a Chinese drunk, nor
vuder the influence of hiquor. I'wish 1 could: say
as much fer the whites. " They are industrious;
ever al work. They are frugal. It is true .tbat’

are courtesaus. It is also true tbat before they’
came hither, our cities were overrun with courte-
saus and livertines. Our people now are as moral
-and virtuous as they were befure the Chinese cour-
tesans came here (o compete with American cour-
tesans. . 't '

“They steal, it is said. I have no doubt we have
given them many a lesson in that art, which, to
protect ourselves from our own thieves, we ' have |
resorted to.lynching, but no such necessities have
grown out of our Chinese associations. Indeed,
they are as honest; 1 believe, as the whites. Their
religion is as sensible and truthful as the Christian
religion, and they are surely not to be persecuted
here, for enjoying it. 'They have souglt to becote
citizens, and have been rejected by our tribuuals of
pretended justice. Our philosophers go to the

fountain of ‘their philosopbers aud sup with
their gods. 'In some’ respects, as a race,
we have attained a perfectionment they have

| not.  yet reached. Ju natural endowments
they are quite our equals. Tblere is no cause tor -
alarm in - their -presepce. The idlers cry, ‘““The
“Chinese must go ;7 which finds an echo in the poli-
tician, to catch their votes, while industry competes

with them iu the fields of' labor. ‘L'heir labor, in

‘| it, into.the room- - On theitablé a snow-white cloth
was spread, upon. it stood a shining dinner service;’
the roast goose smoked gloriously, stuffed with ap-
ples and dried plums. Aud what was still rhore
splendid to behold, the goose hopped down from
‘the dish and waddled along the floor, with a knife
-and fork in its breast, to the little girl. °‘Chen the
match went out, and only: .the thick, dawp, cold
wall was before her. She lighted another match.
Then she was sitting under a beautifu!l Christmas’
treeb it was greatér and more ornawmented than the
one.she bad seen through the gliss door at the rich
merchant’s. i :

Thousands of wax candles burned upon the green
branches, and colored pictures like those In. the
print shoups lovked down upon her. The little girl
stretched forth * her ‘hand towards ‘them, then the
inatch went out. The Christmas lights mouuted
higher. ' She saw them’ now as stars in the sky—
zone of _them fell down, forming a long line of fire.
¢ =«Now suwe one is dying,” thought the little girl ;
for ber old grandinother, the ouly person- who
loved- her, aud who was now dead. had told her
g::(ti when a star fell down a“soul mounted up to

She rubbed another match against the wall; it
becawme bright again, and in the brightness the old
grandmother stood clear and. shining, mild and
lovely. . i . . :

“Grandmotber,” -cried the child, *‘oh, take me
with you! I know you will go when the maich is
burned out. You will vanish'like'the warm fire,
the warm food, and the great, glorious Christmas
tree. . ) ) - :

And she hastily rubbed the whole bundle of”
matches, for she wished to hold her grandmother
fast. And the matches hurned with sach a ‘glow
‘that it becamie brighter thaun in -the middle of the
day; grandmother had nevér been so large or so
beautiful. - - o
" She took the little gifl in ber arms, and both flew
in\ brightness and joy above the earth, very, very
high ; and up there was neitbher cold, nor hunger,
neor care—they were with God! .. )

But in .the corner, leaning against the wall, sat
the poor girl, with red cheeks and smiling mouth
frozen to death on the last evening. of the Old Year.
The New Year’s sun rose npon a little corpse. The
child sat there, stiff and cold, with the matches, of
which one bundle was burned. ‘

“She wauted to warm. herself,” the people said.
No one imagined what beautiful things she had
‘s¢en, and 1n '‘what glory she had gone with her
grandmother to the New Yéar’s-day. -, - ’

The Great Horned Owl.

A gentleman writes to us as follows: .

About thbe middle of "August, last summer, I ob-
tained the largest specimen of the Ulula, or great
h9med owl, 1 have yet seen, under the following
- circumstauces : : B '

" 4A brood of valuable chickens bégan'td disappear
night after night, in the most mysterious mainner.
‘The children mourned the loss of a lop-eared rabbit
and some fan-tailed pigeous, which were great fav-
orites. : . N : -

“1 sev a steel trap, baited with a young pullet, ex-
pecting to capture i1be thief, in the shape of a pole-
cat or fox. Iu the morning I :found the pullet, un-
touched, but a young bantam had gone. - During.
the day, however, I managed to catch a-Newfound-
land pup, who woke the -echobs for scres. around
untit released. -Oid Dolly tbe mare, then:literally
put her-fout in it,’and succeeded in utterly ruining
the irap, and laming herself for 4 week.

“The next night [ sat out in thé wood-shed until
miduight, with a shot gun, playing sentinel. The
intense. stillness of a summer’s . night brought with
it a drowsiness that proved too much for me, and I
woke up to find myself stiff and sore from sleeping
.in the’open air on a woodd-piie, ahd another chicken’
among the miwsing. = . v ooy L : i
. “That day a terrible disturbance. was heard in
the oak-grove near the orthard. ..Oar. gardeéuner, a
-fresh importation from the ‘sister . isle,’ gravely in-
{)ﬁed me - that all the birds were fighting a cat~
T «cA cat-bird P I exclaimed in amazerient. < . .
- . # cAnd ivinust be the samé:1 hive heird-ye spake’
~of,’ replied- honest Bartholomew . . ‘It:do_be.lgokin®’
.for all’ the whole wurld like a cat—
‘cat, “Bur, wid yellow, stairin?;

» aifin? eyes, an’ thé ears of
the crachur st&ndin straight upion4hé héad 'of-K.” .~
; ' ZrOVe. ~. i ;
proached the
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our markets, brings from tweuty to thirty dollars
per month and board. It the whites cannot obtaiu
more than that for the sawe service, they decline to
.work, and pruclaim, “The Chiunese are uppressive.”
It costs no wmore to live bere thari in the Eastern
States, and labor should be worth no more here
than there. 1f our people would do their own.
washing, ironing, housework, gatdening, and,. as
far as possible, their farm labor, as the people do in
the Atlantic States, the Pacitic States aud Territo-
ries would be indeed the garden of Amnerican. in-
dustry, dotted with beautiful homes, our fields
teewn withh beautiful harvests, and debt oppression
be uunkuown. o )
Uuder v;+ -ystem of government slavery is pro-
hibited. Here the bondwau is free. We bud the
foreigner, wbo “cowmes bhither, with the scions of
American iiberty. and he returus to his natural ’
land a sprouting republic. JLet us be honest with
ourselves and. others, and cliaritable and just to
all. ) ; . " STHUNG.

ﬁrs. .Elvina L. 'Hatch Victorious.

Some weeks ago I saw an article in your paper
relating to the supposed expose of a fHlower me-

regard to the genuineness of her seances. ‘Lhat
wus the first time 1 or my family ever beard of her,
but we immediately set about investigating the

home aud give a circle ou the evening of T'unesday,
July 15, 1879. The Sunday previous we sat with
our own family medium—wmy sister—.nd her con-
trol informed us that a spirit friend of wue tather of
the family was present, and sent the inessuge Lo
him that he would bring him some lovely Africau
lilies at the flower seance; and the agea grand-
mother sent the 1message that she would bring a
sprig of tansy to her daughlter, as it was one of her
favorite flowers while in the earth-life. The circle
comwmeunced at 8 co’clock, Tuesday evening, Mrs.
Hatch baviug arrived about a quarter of 5 in the
afiernoon. dhe brought with her a small travel-
ing satchel, a shawl aud sun umbrella. She passed
the bag to wy sister. on retiring to her room, aud
asked that she would examiue it. . She did so, aud
found nothing in it that related at all to a bougquet.
Now, in order that all who read this may be con-
vinced that ‘our manifestations could not have
been fraudulent, 1 wish to give an' account of the
many chauges this lady was obliged to make be-
fore she could reach us, and of the time she must
necessarily bave speut in getting to our place. - She
must bave left her home as early as three o’clock

tuere about 4 o’clock, and was then five miles from
her destination. From thence she was conveyed
by means of a stage, arriving at North Reading
about a quarter of 5, as above, stated. Her seauce
was a peifect success, the flowers coming iu show-
‘ers, with the dew still ugon them.
she conceal those flowers about her person for five
long hours, and still present them with- the dew
upon them on one of the hottest days of, this season.

sented them to his friends,the geuntleman of the house
and bis partner in business, he presented four other
members of the circle with them, much to their de-
light. Lovely caruations, red’aud white, roses of
rare beauty in abundauce, bunches-of grasses very
artistically arranged, two very long strings of smi-
lax, two large bunches of walnuts, tyo or three
twigs of arbor vitwe, and the sprig of nsy were
disiributed among the frieads. ‘Lhere must surely
‘have been a peck of flowers in all.
perfectly harmonious and a truly enjoyable one.
“Little - Mischief,” Mrs. Hatch’s control, related to
us the story of her going'out. The story, in itself,
was very sad, but it was related in such a simple,
-child-like manner, we could not refrain from laugh-
ing. One of the most pldasing features of the
cirdle was that our little angel boy brought to his
.auiit the daisies she had secretly wished for. The'
one string of smilax was laid at the feet of the
 family inédium, in. the form of a wreath, by the
‘firmest friend of her control, a little-lndian ‘girl. -
“This had also been promised, and Mrs. Hatch' was
‘ot aware of one'of thé promises made. Al the’
guise: _ ulfilled. Now, if auy one:
oubts the truth of this stalement, 1 refer them to
of, Ladwell, who was present with his wifs, for
nformiaiion in regard to ihe truth of what'f have
Writtou, “Does’ apyorie think it possible for Her to
ve ‘vonitealed  these fiowery abiut her? “Wa'are
fally satistled thai slie is 'genulne, and . siiicarely
wish her God-spéed, ~ Youls, tealy, . - = o0t

Italians, the vounger, best looking and neater of -

most of the Chinese womnen who come to this coast .

—_—

diam—=Mrs. Hatecti—and asking for inforwation in’ -

matter by writing and engaging her to cowe Lo our- -

in order to take the train to Reading. She arrived’ ‘

‘L'he lilies came as promised, and, af.er the spirit pre-- -

‘The circle was

s

Now, how-did | . 7
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